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DISEASES  OF  THE  THROAT. 


BRONCIiOCELR 

Tn  diM*«e  to  wliidi  I  Aall  next  diieeC 
your  attention,  gentlemen,  havintr  ""w 
jQni^icd  tli«  oonstiknition  of  diseases  of  ttie 
enuiSmn,  it  stttiAtcd  in  the  n«ek,  oat  ide 

the  air-tubes— in  the  gland  called  th^id. 

Ettjmofogjf. — This  disease  is  called  hron. 
«r/««ce/ey  from  ^yx"* — windpipe ;  and 
tiM  anbttnative  of  wiiidi  we  make  so 
much  use,  »cT;\7?~a  tumor.  The  Krrnch 
call  it  gafitr0;  and  it  is  supposed  that  tliis  is 
a.  cormption  of  the  Latin  word  guttur-— 
the  throat 

Svmptoms.—'Thc  symptoms  of  the  diseaae> 
however,  are  a  swelling  in  the  front  of 
the  neek.  In  the  ritaatian  of  the  thytoid 

f^^land,  and  prodiufd,  in  fact,  by  an  en- 
aiK^'^^nt  of  that  jjland  No  di'^oa'se 
MTOuld  be  called  broticlioceit\  tilthuu^h  a 
swelling  in  the  neek,  unless  it  were  the 
result  of  an  enlargement  of  the  thyroid 
Inland.  This  tumor  is  for  the  most  part 
soft,-  and  neither  painful  nor  tender:  it  is 
neither  painful  when  left  to  itself,  nor  is 
it  so  whrn  ttnic  bed  ;  nnf!  fhrrefore  it  is  not 
tender.  Dccasioualiy,  however,  it  is  very 
bard  in  aoneportionji;  although  it  i§  nsn- 
ally  soft  in  almost  every  part,  yet  occa- 
monally  you  find  it  hnrd  in  some  one  part — 
of  cartilaginous,  und,  indeed,  sometimes 
of  bony  haidneia.  It  may  attain  a  large 
size,  and  of  couiae  it  may  be  veiy  email; 
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it  may,  in  fact,  be  merely  a  general  fulness 
of  the  gland,  or  a  slight  general  enlarge, 
ment;  but  very  fre<inently  you  find  it  is 
enlarjifcd  ehiefly,  or  almost  entirely,  in  the 
centre,  or  on  one  side  particularly;  and 
firom  being  at  the  beginning  a  slight  ful- 
ness of  only  one  lobe  of  the  thyn)id  ^land, 
it  mav  attain  so  enonnooa  a  size  as  to 
hang  down  to  the  kneee.  Foder6,  in  hie 
Treatiee  on  the  disease,  mentions  an  in- 
stance of  n  tnmor  which  weighed  seven  or 
eight  pounds  j  and  Alibert,  the  writer 
whose  representation  of  diteases  on  the 
skin  I  shewed  yon,  mentinn^  ti  tumor,  oc- 
curring in  a  man  38  years  of  a^e,  which 
reached  to  the  mi  ldle  of  the  chest,  wa»  as 
lai^  as  a  pumpkin,  and  looked  like  a  pe- 
!iean*s  po\uh.  There  is  also  one  mention- 
ed as  e^^isting  in  a  female  upwards  of  t>4) 
years  of  age:  H  esteiided  from  car  to  ear, 
and  descended  below  the  mamma;,  imucd 
iiiq;  tlrni'lutition  nn<^  respiration,  ana  it 
pres&ed  cun.sKlerubh  on  the  meatus  audi  • 
torins,  so  as  to  dose  it  up.  A  German  an. 
thor  menti#is  an  instance  of  a  goitre  de- 
scending to  the  knees. 

Females  moU  liable  to  it — seldom  coinmencet 
before  eight  yton  «f  ^ge* — This  disease  af- 
fects females  more  frequently  than  males, 
and  osoally  it  does  not  b^n  before  tlie 
indiridnal  hae  attained  eigbt  or  ten  years 
of  age :  there  are,  however,  exceptions  to 
this.    A  phystrian,  in  the  London  Medieal 
Repository,  mentions  a  child,  in  Derby- 
shire, who  was  bom  with  one  of  coosl- 
derable  size.    At  different  times,  when 
I  have  been  in  Switzerland,  I  have  made 
inquiry  about  it  of  the  countn^  people 
and  of  my  guides;  and  one  oUf  peasant 
t«»M  me,  thut  be  knew  an  infant  who 
was  bom  with  a  goitre;  and  I  myself 
saw  one  In  a  little  bc^  only  fonr  years 
of  age.     However,  the  answer  I  usual- 
ly received  was  that  the  disease  seldom 
appeared  before  six  years  of  age,  near- 
ly  agreeing  with  what  Is  usually  stated 
by  authors.  Aathoiv  state,  that  in  gene- 
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ml  it  doetnot  begiii  befort  the  elshth  or 
tenth  year;  and,  indeed,  I  was  told  that, 
nut  only  that,  hut  even  cretinism— the 
idiotcy  vf  the  eouutry,  which  I  former- 
ly sp(ike  0f— did  not  begin  in  early  child- 
hex  id.  S<»mc  of  these  people  have  an 
idea  (and  they  told  me,  and  wished  me 
to  believe  it)  that  a  child  has  a  goitre,  or 
U  a  cretin,  if  fhlier  of  the  parents  were 
dnink  at  the  moment  the  little  fellow  was 
beg(»t.  They  a&cribe  il  to  that;  nut,  h«>w. 
•ver,  in  every  ctam. 

However,  as   the  disea.se  is  certainly 
•♦'♦'n  ill  rhildren,  niul  they  are  sometimes 
bitrti  \^itli  It,  and  Ireuuenlly  tlie  parents 
,  Ittve  goitres,  it  may  iio  beraditaiy;  hot 
although  panTit*;  may  hare  goitres, 

yet,  just  as  we  ohtiene  with  respect  to 
olhqr  diiemis,  it  does  not  follow  tbat 
tbo  ptogeny  must  have  goitres.  A  case 
has  Deen  mentioned  to  me  of  a  t^oitnms 
father  aad  mother  who  had  begotten 
betwetB  them  ive  children,  «11  of  wham 
were  goitrous  — in  a  state  of  cretinism; 
an<l  of  another  pair,  both  g^oitn»iif», 
wh«i  hu«l  four  children  witli  goitre,  aad 
one,  twenty-two  years  of  a^e,  who  was 
neither  t^oitrons  nor  idii»tie ;  in  fuety  he 
laid  »he  was  tall  and  ^enli^ — tretgmiU, 

FHqutmtty  aeeampanim  CVrtjNim.  — >  Thb 
diaouia  very  fnrqoently  accompanies  creti- 
niiim.  When  y«»u  see  nn  individual  with  a 
large  hea<i,  an  aee  oi  .hooJc  no!»e.  tiie  eyes 
ameieslit,  perhaps  deaf  and  dnmD,aBdaB. 
hecile,  it  is  very  common  to  see  the  thy- 
roid gland  enlarged— to  see  hronehocele 
exist;  and  it  is  asserted  that  if  people, 
both  having  goitres,  marry,  and  one  of 
their  children  having  a  goitre  marry  ano- 
ther with  a  goitre,  that  their  offspring— 
Ikiid  genowtton— flne  ntre  to  be  lomething 
worse  than  goitrous — to  be  eretins— to  Ix: 
idiotic.  This  is  asM  rt<  d  :  fuit  I  do  not 
know  its  truth  from  uny  ubservutiuns  of 
my  own. 

Tendency  to  increase. — Wlan  the  disease 
has  begun,  it  usually  increases ;  but  occa- 
nonally  it  makes  a  stop — does  not,  at  a 
certain  period  of  life,  increase  any  more; 
niiil  I  have  ftnu  ird  xhwX  it  has  SODWtizneS 
appeared  to  ^hrlnk  iii  old  age. 

Afiiy  cbitrflV  Life  bti  Pfwimre. — Broncho- 
cele  may  destroy  life  bv  ;  rtssure  on  the 
neiglilKUiring  parts;  and  Dr.  Haillie  s.iys 
that  l»e  ^aw  ouc  or  t«o  cases,  in  ^vhieh 
death  took  place  from  pressure  on  the 
rr  s<iphagus  and  trachea.  I  Iiave  frequently 
seen  it  affect  the  voice  so  that  a  person 
wpoke  in  n  ]MMttae»  cfonked  tone^  with  « 
sort  of  hii^nK  eonnd,  such  as  is  piodneed 
wIh  ti  the  tracnea  is  pressed. 

HiiiUi  liable  to  It. — I'he  disease  i.s  not  en- 
titely  confined  to  the  hmnan  aobject,  but 
cattle  also  and  dogs  have  it.  Tt  is  \ery 
commua  foe  it  to  be  leas  during  the  winter, 


and  to  IncfMue  again  daring  tlie  ramncr. 

It  is  said  usually  to  begin  in  ona  lobe  onl; 

of  the  thyroid  uland. 

Appearance  and  Cvntentt. —  You  will  find 

its  extenial  appearanee  sometimes  mi 

form  nnd  snmttimes  knotty;  and  on  oi*. 
ting  into  the  tumor,  you  will  find  cells  of 
all  sizes,  and  with  contents  of  variolic 
consistency.   Sometimss'tlie  eontents  arr 
found  gelatinous,   and  sometimf's  soft 
^oraetimw  one  particular  part  is  eartilag) 
nous,  or  eren  essified,  ana  yoa  will  see  s 
quantity  of  calcareous  matter.    You  will 
see  a  variety  of  appearances  in  diflTereut 
parts  of  the  same  tumor.   There  is  a  k 
presentation  of  the  disease  in  Dr.  B«il]ie^ 
work.  Oi'rrLsionally  tlif  Tumr^r  snppnrato, 
and  sometimes  disappears  spontaneouslv 
I  need  not  say  that  the  blood-ressels  of 
the  part  are  found  vtry  much  cnlarp^ctL 

Premleiicc  in  rtirums  !*artn  of  (he  ^Vorid,— 

Now  this  is  a  Ui.scase  which  is  seen  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  globe ;  in  all  latitades- 
in  hot  latitudes  and  in  cold  latitudes.  It 

seen  in  England,  F'nmre,  Spain,  Swit 
zerland,  Germany,  t  luna,  rariory,  iitn 
gal,  and  the  Island  of  Sumatra.  Ifnngt) 
rark  says  that  he  saw  it  in  the  nri^roes  «•' 
Barbary.   It  is  seen  in  Spanish  America, 
and  again  in  North  America. 

CotuM.— Some  have  asei^ied  it  to  tlie 
cold;  ^tnt  as  it  occurs  among  the  neg^roe? 
in  L^urbary,  and  also  at  Bengal,  it  cannuc 
be  owing  to  the  eold.   Some  hare  a» 
cril>ed  it  to  the  snow  v*  ater ;  b^lt  ther«  i> 
no  snow  either  in  Harbar^'  or  Bengal ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  disease  is  unknown 
in  Greenland  and  l4^lland,  where  there  i^ 
little  rU(  tlian  snow-water,  an<l  ^\hert-  ilif 
wcatiicr  is  very  sharp.   It  appear^*,  how 
ever,  dependent,  I  fbink,  in  some  menMiw 
upon  the  water;  for  the  waters  in  tin  i 
rivers  and  lakes  of  Swit'/erland  are  al\\*ar>  I 
bad,  and  arc  drauk  only  by  the  poor  and 
ignenmt;  and  those  who  drink  Hiesi 
heartily  are,  for  the  most  part,  sure  to  hav^ 
tlie  disease.    Those  who  are  alKive  the 
very  lowest,  the  most  abject  cla.ss,  do  n<>t 
drink  the  waters  either  of  the  rirars  « 
lakes,  but  the  most  ignorant  people  do; 
and  I  believe  I  mentioned  before,  tiiat  1 
hate  seen  them  drinldng  water  tlie  eolovr 
of  ink.     I  had  an  intelligent  guide  in 
Switzerland,  in  18!;W>,  and  he  told  me  that, 
beyond  ail  doubt,  this  water  produced  it;- 
but  those  who  drank  spring  or  snow-water, 
whieh  did  ii"t  run  along  a  In  r!  nf  Iihk',  i-^ 
caped;  and  nearly  all  escaped  who  drank 
eaacade  water.  He  said  that  the  bad  wa- 
ter nsnally  took  about  a  year  to  prodvct 

the  di«<ra«e  ;  hnt  the  instrtnt  the  bad  \vnt*rr 
m  hih  neighbourliood  wu^  drank  by  thast 
nnaeenstomed  to  it,  diey  Iband  nnpleMaw 
effects;  and  «iometiines,  he  sai<l,  these  wot* 
prevented  by  putting  a  bit  of  ice  or  itnepe 
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of  a  Voyage  to  the  Polar  Sea,  which  is 
■itiiatcd  at  a  ifPtrnt  distance  firf>m  Swit/er- 
hukd,  makci  an  ubsenratioQ  perfect] j  ugrce- 
wHIi  file  aceomit  wMdi  this  man  gave 
mr.  ('apt-  Fraiilclin Miyfi,  that  at  Eiliiion- 
ton,  ou  tlie  banks  of  the  Saskatchawan 
H?er,  goitre  is  very  commoii ;  that  it  ia 
oertain,  goitre  effects  only  t]ie  driakan  of 
this  w«tvr;  nnH  that,  in  its  worst  state, 
the  disease  ih  confined  almost  entirely  to 
tile  bolf-hraed  women  and  cMldreit  who  are 
always  resident  in  the  Fort,  and  make  use 
of  the  river  water,  drawn,  in  the  winter, 
through  a  hole  made  in  the  ic^  :  whereua 
the  men,  from  being  oftm  from  home 
on  joumic's,  and  usinif  snow  wntrr,  '.\rr 
IfM  affected  with  goitre ;  and  when  they 
wtn  «t  heme  la  the  winter,  if  sigiM  of  got- 
tie  eome  on,  their  annual  summer  visit  to 
the  c<»ii«t  im-^pntly  cures  them.  He  says, 
the  natives  who  confine  themselves  to 
mow-water  in  the  wtater,  or  eorae  of  the 
small  rivulets  which  flow  thniuajh  the 
plains  in  the  .summer,  areexempt  from  the 
disease.  A  re:>i(ience  of  one  vear  at  Ed- 
monton, where  the  water  is  so  bad,  is  suf- 
ficient til  renrU  r  a  family  bronchocelous. 
lie  says  tliat  many  of  the  goitres  acouire 
n  huge  ifae,  and  hunt  sponge  has  been 
tried,  and  found  to  remove  the  disease, 
bnt  drinVini^:  the  water  aq^ain  renews  it. 
A  great  propurtiua  of  the  children  who 
have  goitres,  he  says,  are  bom  idiots,  with 
large  heads  and  other  flistinnrniNhing  marks 
of  cretins  i  but  he  c«>uld  not  learn  whether 
it  was  neeeeeary  that  both  parents,  should 
have  goitres  to  prodace  cretin  diUdiren. 

Another  year  t^nt  I  was  in  Switzerland, 
paasinf  along  a  valley  neta  the  lake  of 
ValteUne,  the  g«!de  told  me  that  in 
one  of  the  }»opiilous  villaii;es  there  was 
no  spring,  and  the  inhabitants  are  there- 
fore obliged  to  drink  the  water  of  the 
rifer,  wmeh  is  so  l>ad  that  goitre  pre- 
varls  there  very  mueli  ind"  c  l  ;  but  in 
Rni>ther  village  there  are  plenty  of 
apring^  and  nehodjr  tbert  thinu  of 
drinking  any  water  exeept  that  from  the 
springs,  and  no  one  there  has  goitre. 
He  sJso  added,  that  where  there  is 
BMch  goitie  th^  are  all  Catholics, 
wher«t«=  in  thi-  vil!r\^:(?  ^^h^re  there  are 
plenty  of  springs,  the  iuhahitants  are  Pro. 
testants.  This  is  rather  an  importuit  re- 
mark, becanae  it  ia  a  ?ery  striking  ciroam. 
stance  that,  inany  parts  of  the  continent, 
the  Pnitestaut  districts  are  mueb  cleaner 
nnd  move  healthy  than  the  Cnthcdie  die- 
tricts.  More  fnequently  than  not  you  can 
tell  the  Catholie  districts  hv  merely  look- 
ing  round  and  observing  tfie  slate  of  the 
peasantrv,  without  asking  a  single  qnes. 
tion.  The  Catholics  spi  nd  '^n  very  much 
time  in  praying,  that  they  are  dirty  in  their 


pemoe,  negligent  altogether,  not  at  all 

industrious;  whereas  the  Protestants  are 
very  clean,  not  sfu  ndinsr  so  much  time  in 
church  exercises,  and  they  are  much  better 
off  altogether.  No  one  who  has  tiwreiled 
much  can  doubt  the  truth  of  this  remark; 
and  in  one  of  the  villages  alluded  to 
the  ^)ple  were  mncb  wone  off  than  in 
the  other.  Now  it  is  important  to  know 
this,  bf'(!in<!e  1  shall  have  to  mention, 
that  the  worse  pcH>ple  nxt  off,  the  more 
snbject  are  they  to  the  dlee«se  when  the 
can-<*es  are  applie^I. 

The  natua-  of  the  water  which  pro. 
duces  tiiifi  di&case  is  not  well  known,  but 
it  is  in  all  probability  mineral;  I  peeenme 
it  to  l>e  yo,  n.s  the  water  contains  so  much 
lime,  but  will  not  assert  it.  Captain 
n«nklitt  says  thiit  those  Inhabitants  who 
reside  00  miles  nearer  the  source  of  the 
river  than  Fdmonton,  are  said  to  be  more 
severely  atieeted  than  those  at  Edmonton ; 
and  he  says  goitmlsnnknownatadtohuiee 
from  the  rivt  r.  whero  nothing  but  snow, 
water  in  drank  for  nine  months  in  the 
year ;  and  he  adds,  that  still  farther  frc»m 
the  source  than  Edmonton,  where  the 
water  is  still  turbid,  tlie  disease  is  un- 
kuon-n.  It  certainlv  appears  connected 
with  the  water,  and  It  ameaM  to  arise 
from  some  impregnation  which  the  water 
has  near  its  source,  and  which  it  loses  ns  it 
goes  along.  At  Edmonton  too,  Captain 
Franklin  tells  us, that  the  river  is  elosreic* 
ceptini?  from  the  m<mth  of  3Iay  to  July; 
aiid  that  the  distance  from  tlie  rocks  and 
moutalne  Is  180  miles.  The  neighbonr- 
ing  plain  is  alluvial,  and  the  soHealca- 
reoM!«,  with  many  fragments  of  magnesian 
liiue.stoue.  In  Switxerlaad  it  would  not 
appear  to  be  originally  in  the  water  «t  its 
source,  because  the  springs  and  cascades 
do  not  produce  it ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
the  water  tlial  runs  along  beds,  and  is 
found  in  lakes,  tlwt  appean  to  give  riee  to 
it.  I'ersnns  on  tlie  mountains  are  rarely 
affected,  and  those  wlio  ranove  from  the 
▼alleys  and  plaeee  whete  It  pieraUs,  to  the 
mountains,  find  the  tumor  in  some  degree 
alleviated,  and  after  a  great  h  nt^^th  of  time 
the  disease  is  known  to  cease  aiuigetbert 
The  disease  prerails  mneh  moce  in  rallrps 
with  high  mountains  around  them  than 
elsewhere,  such  as  you  see  in  Sw  itzerlan<1, 
and  nerhaps  in  ti|oee  which  are  most  ex. 
poeed  to  the  east  and  eooth  winds. 

Whatever  may  be  the  cj\i\'<v  of  the  affec- 
tion, it  is  found  to  jncvail  most  where  the 
air  ie  wont^wliere  the  moantaine  eaaae 
the  air  to  ]>c  pent  up,  and  where  the  per- 
sons are  badly  (»ff.  It  prevails  In  a  parti- 
cular valley  ia  Switaerlaod  must  fright- 
fully, and  there  the  fMople  aiv  the  wont 
off;  for  there  ynn  see  more  poverty  and 
wretchedness  than  in  almost  anj^  other 
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part;  the  i^hnhit^lllt^  an*  dirty,  and  badly 
fed.  In  the  counlrit^  where  it  is  preva- 
hml  the  pcopJe  liavc  a  tLirty  hrai^  ii  h>ok, 
Mdaiipeu  witlievtdy  u  if 'they  ^  cre  in 
premature  aid  a;i^e.  If  ^rrrn<;  that  the 
eaiaeet  wJiitdi  prr>duce  the  disease  are  those 
wUA  poiion  the  habit  generally,  and  ren- 
der U.  mr>rc  liable  to  be  affected  b^the 
rftuses  of  this  particular  disease.  Yhey 
have  a»  a^oi^di  or  malaria  mrt  of  look ; 
yet  you  aometinieB  have  it  where  thero  li 
no  ague,  and  you  have  asjue  wliere  vou  do 
not  meet  witli  this  disease.  Any  eircum 
stance  which  throws  tJ)e  body  out  of 
keftlth  may  predispoaeto  tliis  di.sca5«.  The 
particular circumstlVtee  of  t!u  jMiirnt  hav- 
ing a  withered  look  may  not  be  imwe. 
diateiy  coniMcted  with  bronehocele;  but 
the  €»u$es  of  the  wiUiered  look  may  im- 
j>air  the  con'ft'tution,  and  render  the  per- 
son constantly  liable  to  become  goitrous. 
My  own  guide  told  me,  that  where  the  in- 
^l;^^!t.lllt^  \v  I  n  dirtiest,  and  the  vv()r>t  fed, 
they  were  most  subject  to  the  dbease.  l>r. 
(lood  sn\s  that  it  appears  in  Derbyshire 
among  tlte  poor  only ;  I  tnppose  he  means 
chiefly.  Hi  nscribes  it  to  oat  rake;  but  it 
is  eatcu  in  other  parts  of  England  with  no 
meh  effect 

Treatment. — With  regard  to  the  treat- 
ment 4»f  the  disease,  certai?ilv  the  patient 
should  doist  from  djiiUiing  any  water 
which  may  be  tnapeeted  to  be  the  cansc  of 
it.  Burnt  sponge  is  unque^f  iin  ihl  v  n'^  ful 
in  it;  aud  many  practitioners  that 
Uioy  liave  seen  caiei  cnred  by  it.  I  pie- 
tame  then  can  be  no  donbt  that  it  poe. 
se.ssc!*  a  remedial  ]>«>wer  over  the  disease; 
and  some  uuitu  it  with  j>uiphur. 

The  moot  efficient  lemeayy  however^  by 
far,  is  iodine;  and  it  may  be  em])loyed 
externally  or  internally.  I  have  myself 
cured  many  cases  of  broncbocelc,  some  of 
them  wheiv  the  tumor  was  rather  large, 
with  this  remedy.  It  may  be  employed  in 
the  form  of  ioiiine  itselVy  or  it  may  be 
onited  with  hydriodate  of  potassa,  and 
Ibat  peri^ps  is  the  best  way  of  adminis- 
tering it  In  regard  to  the  (juantity 
there  is  no  rule  for  the  dose,  for  it  pro- 
doees  two  effects,  constitutional  and  kcaL 
The  roTi^titntional  effects  arr  emaciation, 
morbid  irritability  of  body,  quickness  of 
^ulse,  palpi  tuition,  absorption  of  particular 
parts  it  is  said,  more  especially  those  con. 

nccted  with  tlx-  siiocfcdjng  JXOTurntion  — 
the  m*^*""^"^  of  women,  and  testes  ot  men ; 
it  takes  away  likewise  tlie  appetite,  and  is 
more  or  lens  injurious  to  the  body  at  lartro. 
IJut  besides  that,  it  is  a  very  acrid  suh- 
^stance,  and  therefore,  like  any  other  acrid 
sabelanoe  taken  into  the  stomach,  it  will 
produce  vomiting  and  gastritis,  and  even 
ulceration;  and  when  it  passes  the  sto* 
moch,  it  may  produce  diarrhcea  and  mow 
or  less  inffammation  of  the  mncous  mem- 


branc  of  the  intestines.  Now  it  affects  the 
stomach  and  intestines  immediately^  viru 
piv  as  a  corn>i»ive  agent;  and  tliis  ui<it 
arise  in  one  person  from  a  snmll  quantity, 
when  it  will  not  occur  in  another  from  a 
large  qoantity.  You  never  know  beforr- 
hand  me  disposition  of  die  patient  ia  i& 
gard  to  it,  and  tl^refore  it  is  alwmya  hsM 
to  begin  with  a  small  dose.  Tber«>  c^n  h' 
no  impropriety,  as  the  disease  is  chrome, 
in  delaying  an  eAcient  dose  for  smsie  timcL 
You  may  therefr»re  Ingin  \*ith  five  minima 
of  the  saturated  tincture,  and  if  no  iinplea 
sant  efliect  be  produced,  il  muy  )x  incn-asei 
a  drop  every  dose,  or  every  other  Aomt.  i 
have  gone  so  far  as  to  give  100  iiihiini  f ,  , 
every  <lo8e,  but  a  great  number  oi  pcrsom 
will  not^war  above  flO  or  90  minima.  Pa 
tients  complain  of  heat  of  the  sturoach; 
and  if  you  negin  gradually,  and  inquire  nl 
the  patient  whether  there  is  any  burning 
sensation,  or  beat  of  the  stinnacb,  or  any 
u:nping,  you  never  need  nni  the  risk  of  d  * 
ing  mischief  from  its  local  efl'ecis.  When 
a  person  begins  to  feel  a  dose,  such  as  1.'^ 
or  ^  minims,  I  have  been  told  that  diar 
rhfco  took  i^lnce— t  ven  griping  and  bleed 
ing,  it  is  sueti  a  corrosive  substance  ;  anc) 
if  a  quantity  be  taken  into  the  stomach, 
the  mncous  mcmbnme  will  soon  be  in  a 
state  of  erosion. 

As  to  the  otlier  mlt,  hydriodate  uf  pi>ta.«&a, 
there  is  sc-arcely  any  rule  for  the  dose,  bat 
it  may  be  given  iu  larger  doses  tlmii  th>^ 
other.  If  you  mix  a  drachm  with  a:t 
ounce  of  distilled  water,  you  may  begin 
with  ten  or  ilteen  minims,  and  ineveasc 
the  dose  to  a  great  amonTit.  Thcrf  an- 
two  or  three  men  at  this  mument,  wiujiu 
some  gentlemen  present  have  seen  at  St 
Tliomas's  Hospital,  who  are  taking  tv.' 
draehiiis  of  tlie  salt  at  a  time;  and  therr 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  medicine  is  good, 
because  Dr.  Burton  has  analysed  it  ven 
carefully.  The  article  is  often  adultci  ate«l, 
and  lime  has  been  f<mnd  in  it ;  but  care  ha> 
been  taken  to  have  a  good  article,  and  that 
which  is  now  being  taken  is  known  to  be 
a  pure  salt;  and  I  recollect  at  this  mo 
ment  t^vu  men  who  are  taking  two  drachms 
for  a  dose,  and  a  woman  who  is  takings  one 
firu  hm  for  a  di.  r  three  times  a  day,  <li 
luted  with  ten  or  tifteen  ounces  of  distilled 
water.  There  is  no  rule  for  any  dose  of 
medicine  that  is  applicable  to  all  eases, 
Tthn'i  heeii  thought  by  sonif",  tint  it  would 
be  better  to  give  iodine  itsell  and  this  salt 
tof^ether.  Some  persons  always  ilad  fault 
with  others  who  are  energetic, oremploy  re 
medics  in  an  efficient  manner;  but  there  is 
no  reason  because  you  are  enei^getic,  aivi) 
employ  them  fffiei'enttn,  that  yon  should 
emtdoy  them  rmh'v.  '["!>rre  is  no  occasion 
to  do  a  patient  harm,  and  no  occasioa  to 
nm  any  risk. 
Wita  nepect  to  the  length  of  time  daring 
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whidi  the  nmeif  toMj  be  taken,  I  hvn 

been  obliged  in  br«uic1io(  cle  to  j^ive  iodine 
a  whole  vear  before  the  disease  was  cured. 
Seeing  tiie  disease  was  lessened,  I  pcrse- 
vcmd,  and  have  ^ne  on  for  twelve  months, 
and,  iinli  1(1,  ;\1)(ivo  that  lime— T  think  in 
«Hi«;  caMe  fourteen  or  sixteen  mouths,  before 
the  disoue  went  awav.  That  waa  the 
largest  case  of  bronenooele  that  I  eter 
ciirt'fl  T  nevnr  saw  any  unpleasant  con- 
stitutional cilect,  though  no  doubt  such 
cfleets  will  oceor,  becauie  they  have  been 
mentioned!  1»y  nnthors;  but  I  think  if  yon 
?.ec  the  patient  frequently,  and  make  pro- 
per inquiries  at  every  visit,  in  gene- 
mi  such  unplousant  effects  can  hardly 
€»ccur — at  least  1  think  imr  N(nv  and  then, 
you  may  be  taken  by  ^urpritie  with  it,  as 
is  the  case  witti  emy  remedy :  it  may  end- 
denly  act :  hut  in  general,  when  a  remedy 
appears  suddenly  to  act,  it  has  been  c()nti- 
nued  some  time  ai\cr  its  effects  have  be- 
gun; and  if  it  had  been  watched  care- 
fnllv,  mill  left  I'fT  till'  moment  it  coni- 
tueuced  its  action  ou  the  body,  no  such 
efTects  would  hare  ensued.  I  cannot  hot 
think,  in  cases  where  a  remedy  has  seemed 
to  act  suddenly,  with  the  exception  of  digi- 
talis, that  in  '  the  greater  number  of  in- 
stancei  it  has  began  to  act  moderately,  and 
then  been  continued  withimt  diniin  tion; 
iMrcauKf  liad  it  been  oinittcd.  the  moment 
the  eficct  be;i;an  tlir  >li^ltt  effect  would 
li^dually  have  ceased.  1  am  not  aware  of 
ercrhaMn^  done  mischief  with  if  iliiM' 

ll  is  well  to  apply  the  remedy  exter- 
nally as  well  as  internally ;  and  yon  make 
nn  ointment  by  putting  a  drachm,  or 
even  two  drachms  of  the  hydriodatc  of 
pota^sa  to  an  ounce  of  grease.  Of  ctiurue 
the  skin  differa  like  the  inside,  and  the 
J  t.n^^itnti.Mi  r>t  !:ir^e ;  and  what  produces 
merely  an  irritaliuu  in  one  imrt,  will  pro- 
duce a  diffused  rash  in  another.  It  is  well 
to  Qve  half  a  dradim  or  a  drachm  at  first, 
if  the  person  have  a  fine  skin;  und^  then, 
if  no  ill  effect  be  produced,  you  can 
inereaaeit  Ofeoniae,  it  is  abenrd  to  ap- 
ply it  >o  us  to  irritate  the  akin;  the  patient 
cannot  liear  nibbini^  then;  and  if  inllam 
raation  begin,  it  must  go  down  before  yuu 
can  apply  it  a^ain,  and  you  lose  so  much 
time.  We  .shall  -i  c,  when  I  sj)eak  ofdi^f- 
caaca  of  the  abdomen,  how  much  good  is 
effected  in  the  same  way  as  in  bronchoeele 
by  the  exhibition  (»f  this  medicine.  It  hai 
been  supposed  that  rhc  good  effects  of 
burnt  sponge  ore  a-scnhalMe  to  the  iodine 
which  sponge  contains. 

Besides  l)urnt  sponge  and  imline  .some 
recommend cariionateof  soda,  someconium, 
and  some  leeches.  If  the  part  full  inlu  an 
inflammatory  state,  leeches  maybe  u.seful; 
and  if  inflammation  occur,  the  iodine 
should  be  suspended,  and  common  onti- 
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phloglsHe  ranedies  lesorted  to  till  die 

effect  has  ceased,  and  then  it  shuuM  be  had 
recourse  to  again.  Mercury,  iuteraally 
and  externally,  has  been  useAil,  and  the 
two  may  be  combined.  I  have  seen  the 
rlisea.He  give  way  to  tbp  T"t»,  hut  T  tan 
hardly  say  how  much  good  wuii  aM:hhable 
to  each. 

Pressure  has  been  said  to  be  useful,  but 
it  is  awkward  to  make  pres^nrr,  on  account 
of  the  trachea  and  a^sopha^us.  There  can 
be  no  donbt  that  a  seton  In  this  disease  is 
an  efficient  remedy  T?icrc  are  vorv  many 
ca.ses  c»f  this  disea&c  on  record  which  hare 
yielded  to  a  seton  placed  in  the  skin  over 
the  tumor. 

The  disease  has  Ixm  trtmfpd  sTinrirally 
as  well  as  nu  diciUly.  8ome  Kurgeons  have 
tied  the  vessels  of  tiie  tnmorwith  good  eflfoct, 
but  this  is  a  i)oint  on  which  I  must  not 
dwell.  I  have  only  to  do  witli  this  disease 
a>s  it  is  to  be  treated  by  medicine,  hut  I 
may  mention  that  Mr.  'fhomas  Blizzard, 
formerly  an  nblf  surgeon  at  the  Lrmdon 
Hospital,  tietl  tlie  ve>»isels,  but  death  took 
place  firom  secondary  hsmorrhage;  how- 
ever, in  one  week  the  tumor  decreased  in 
size  one  third.  Walther,  the  cehbrated 
surgeon,  tied  the  left  inferior  thyroideal 
artery,  and  the  tumor  dimin&hed  so 
much  that  at  the  end  of  f  nrteen  days 
he  took  up  the  right  superior  IhvToideal 
artery :  no  inconvenience  was  felt,  and  the 
tumor  speedily  almost  entirely  disappeari 
ed.  A  sun^con  in  this  country.  >fr.  Coates, 
tied  the  ara*ry  on  the  left  side  only,  and 
cQied  the  complaint  HowcTcr,  some  sor. 
geons  have  been  bolder  still ;  and' Dr. 
dcnns,  of  Dresden,  with  whose  son  T  was 
acquainted,  extirpated  the  gland  in  aix 
cases,  in  one  of  which  it  was  as  Urge  as  a 
skittle-buH  The  whole  of  the  rn-r«  weic 
successfuL  Fodere  mentions  the  case  of  a 
barber  who  cut  one  away  from  his  wife. 
This  was  a  ludiy  hit,  for  he  would  pro- 
hublv  kill  l}ie  next  woTnnn  on  whnm  }ic 
operated.  Two  unsuecei^ful  cases  of  ex- 
tirpation are  said  to  have  ocenmd  to 
Mr.  Gooch.  Dupuytren,  the  celebrated 
Frf-neli  surgeon,  removed  a  tumor  aftet 
having  hmt  tied  the  arteries:  only  a 
few  spoonsful  of  blood  were  lost,  but 
the  operation  was  very  long:  miu  b  snfTcr- 
ing  took  place,  and  the  patient  died  in 
thirty  bourn.  In  several  cases  the  opeia^ 
ticm  has  been  found  so  hazardous,  and 
altogether  ro  difficult,  that  the  surgeon  has 
been  obliged  to  desist  in  the  midst.  Dts- 
saalt  is  mid  to  have  removed  Half  a  one 
with  success. 

The  chief  treatment,  however,  is  by 
itnline  internally,  and  by  ntcam  of  a  ac- 
ton i  but  you  arc  not  to  snppoae  that 
either  of  t  hr^r  ill  rurc  every  case.  I  have 
seen  the  tumor  »o  hard  that  it  was  ^uita 
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alwurd  !»)  suppose  f\ny  thin|^  was  fnpfi>)li> 
ol'  reinoviug  it.  W  ii^n  it  i&  ciirtilai(iiH>UH, 
or  OMiflod  to  ai^iMrt  extent,  I  nboM  think 
it  in  vain  to  give  iodine,  or  apply  a  setnn. 
Rcspectiiijercxtirpatifui,  Iraav  mention  that 
I  iiud  a  uutti  in  I-  razer's  Juuruai,  stating 
that  in  no  part  of  the  world  has  the  whole 
tuinnrhton  cxtirpattd.  There  can,  how- 
ever,  be  no  doubt  of  th«  fact,  for  persons 
haie  shewn  that  the  ttunor  has  been  extir. 
pated  bj  the  eceit  in  the  neck  left  after 
the  opeation. 

The  next  disease  of  whieh  I  shall  speak 
is  one  situate  d  iti  xhr  duivlv  in  the  nei^h- 
bourhuod  ot  thy  tiiyruid,  but  a  little  higher. 
This  is  entirely  a  medical  disease,  and  I 
believe  the  surgeon  never  applies  his  art  to 
it  The  last  I  moke  of  is  disputed  terri. 
tray— ^un^ms  take  it,  and  physicians  take 
it— bat  ^is,  the  mumps,  is,  I  believe, 
stricflv  Micdical.  This  isrnlh  fl,  ns  it  is 
an  iutiammation  of  the  paruud  glands, 
fantitiij  or,  in  the  language  of  Collen, 
cynauche  jHtrolidea. 

It  is  ri^hl  I  «ih(>iil(l  nunfitin  that  Dr. 
Cullcn  makes  five  kind.H  of  cyuauche.— 
The  definition  of  the  whole  ie,  **  pyiexia, 
frrqiif  ntK  of  the  typhoid  type;  redness 
aud  pain  of  the  &uces;  di^lutitioa  and 
rapifalioa  difficvlt,  with  a  sense  of  eon- 
•triction ;  narrowness  in  the  throat**  This 
is  hi**  general  definition  of  cynanchc. 

Now  the  first  4»f  the  five  kinds  of  this 
general  nature  is  inflammation  of  the 
parotid  gland«>.  1  think  it  bitter  to  drop 
the  word  cynanche,"  and  not  consider 
the  difierent  partK  of  cynanclic  ha  varieties 
of  one  general  afleelion;  bat  I  sluill  speak 
partieiiiurly  of  inflainmntion  of  the  paro. 
tids,  iniiamraation  of  the  tonsils,  and  so 
on ;  and  I  prssome  that  in  a  few  years  the 
W(»rd  cynanche  will  be  dropped,  and  we 
sJjaJl  speak  only  of  diisewwi  of  one  part  or 
lUioUier. 

^wpi^ntf.— To  speak  of  paroUdca  or 

parotitis,  or,  in  plain  Innsfnaj^r,  the 
mumps,  tliiii  is  a  sweUii^  of  one  or  both 
parotid  glands,  attended  with  an  increese 
of  heat  ui  the  part,  extending  to  the  sub- 
maxillar}' nnd  <;ublingual  inlands,  und 
affecting  the  rest  of  the  salivary  glands. 
The  disease  is  attended  by  slight  feverish, 
noj^s,  slight  pyrexia,  and  lasts  in  general 
three  or  frmr  days,  sometimes  iouger.  It 
is  soiQetimcs  followed  by  inflammation  of 
the  testicles  or  breasts,  which  some  call 
ttsiiih  and  mammit'n.  Ccrlainlv  either  is 
a  much  better  name  than  hernia  hutmtra' 
tii,  whieh  can!>ed  great  confusion,  bccaase 
it  has  nothin;^  u>  do  with  what  \vi 
tindrrstand  by  herniH.  However,  infhini- 
mHlinn  or  the  parotid  or  salivary  gluud;*  i:* 
sometiaies  faUoircd  by  inflamination  of 


thv  test<  - cr  breasts,  Rj>d  then  tills  is  some- 
Umes  tuiiowed  by  phremtis^.  and  when  a 
testicle  has  been  so  inflained»  it  frequently 
afterwards  shrinks,  wastes  away,  suppa- 

rates,  atrophies,  and  nf>thing  is  left  hut 
the  membranes,  the  albugmea  and  tuzuca 
▼afflaalis. 

XUuaUii  occtin  hut  once — This  cliscriNC  oc- 
curs usually  but  once  during  life,  and  it  is 
toid  to  be  contagious.  It  certainljr  is 
sometime  sporadic ;  y«)u  see  single  mars, 
but  freijuently  it  is  epidemic  ;  it  prevails 
in  a  boy'b  hcluK)!  all  at  once  throughout, 
and  it  prevails  in  several  sdiools  in  the 
same  neighbourhood,  and  many  believe  it 
to  be  e<)iitag:ious.  I  really  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  su  or  no. 

Ut»iai  pn'utU  of  sMttmme.— 'It  occuta 
most  frequently  from  seven  to  fifteen  ^  rnrs 
of  age,  sometimes  later.  Now  and  then 
you  vvUl  see  it  in  young  men,  bat  most  fre. 
quently  it  occurs  at  the  time  I  have  stated. 

Tmtimetit. — There  is  nntliini;  particular 
retjuired  for  it  in  the  way  of  treatment  : 
vou  have  only  to  a]>ply  moderate  warmth, 
keep  the  patient  quiet,  make  him  ab  tain 
frofTi  ordinary  nnurishmeut  and  htiiuuii, 
Ki.c  Ijim  u  mild  aperient,  and  the  disca&e, 
for  the  most  part,  goes  away  after  a  time. 
It  is  very  rarely  that  suppuration  takes 
place.  I  have  seen  suppuration,  but  I  pre. 
some  it  was  an  aociaental  cuKomstance, 
from  the  inflammation  extending  to  the 
ctlliilar  memhnine  T  should  not  recom- 
mend cold  to  be  applied,  because  the  dis- 
ease has  a  tendenov  to  metastasii^  at  least 
to  the  testicles  and  breasts  when  it  ceases, 
and  <me  would  suppose  that  if,yoa  cause  it 
to  cease  suddenly  tnerc  Is  a  greater  prolMi> 
bility  of  such  inflammation  occurring. 

As  to  inflammation  of  a  testicle,  that  is 
not  in  itself  a  dangerous  tiling:  it  is  only 
sharp  and  painful,  yet  it  is  thongbt  to  be 
n  serious  thin^.  1  iKlieve,  however,  there 
is  no  great  harm  if  one  should  he  lost»  Ik*. 
cause  the  other  docs  double  work.  Hut  there 
is  tsomething  more  dangerous,  and  that  is 
the  liability  to  phrcnitis.  Phrcnitis  some- 
times takes  place  when  inflammation  of 
the  testicle  oeases:  sometimes  the  inflam. 
matioo  In  tfaa  brain  may  occur  when 
the  mumps  cease,  b»it  more  fre<[nent!v 
than  not  inflammation  of  the  breabt  ur 
testicle  oeeon  liist,  and  then  phrcnitis  su. 
pervcncs. 

If  the  case  be  severe,  you  must  treat  it 
more  anUphlogisiically  still,  by  means  of 
leeches  and  purgatives,  but  in  general 
nothing  moie  is  required. 
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ON  VASCULAH  TtMUH::^  TercuU^  Uic  ailcaal      wcU  ve»ou» 

  veoel*,  whidi  looa  M^uin  •»  eslnor-. 

dintij  Tolune.    These  veneb  a{^pear 

T9  tk»  EdUor  of  ike  JHfedieal  GuzeUe,  [nU  rnwteA  ,\t  many  poiufs,  nnA  m  ruips 

—  parallel  to  their  axvi,  ]>r(>ducingf  u  cellu- 

^  .  lar  character,  m  tliat  siHuelunes  for  » 

II A  VI  NO  hail  much  opportonhy  of  sccingr  Gonsiderable  extent  they  bare  sn  aimear. 

and  exHiiiiniii;^  the  aiseases  which  arc  ^ucc  whieb  is  Hot  uiilSkc  that  of  the 

ilescrihed  m  t]je  followiiijr  paprr,  and  r Thrv  mnnifr^ilv  maintain  their 

having  euinlovcd,  or  w  itiiesRed  the  cm-  communicaliou  with  the  aysWm  to  which* 

iiloyraent  of,  the  various  remedies  which  they  heloug,  and  prciicrvc  all  ius  proper* 

MTe  been  projiosed  fur  their  cure,  I  am  ^ea.   When  artenal,  the  cin  ulatioa  in 

induced  to  ofl'  r  ihr  fruit-*  of  that  expe-  them  is  encrj^etic;  and  when  they  are 

rience  to  my  iiumIk  at  liri-thrcn.  That  they  opened,  the  blood  escapes  rapkUy  bjr  a» 

uiay  be  useful  iu  ihcir  tt  udi-ncy  to  point  iuteruittiug  jeL 

out  that  kind  of  treatment  best  adapted      These  tumors  baTebeenTarioosljrdei* 

to  the  Deculiar  case,  is  the  object  for  signaled,  according  to  their  suppoeedf 

which  they  arc  publlsiied.  nid  lr  of  production,  or  thi  ir  presumed  or- 

I  a  in,  sir,  ganizatioii  ;  juevu*  nutternns,  iii  conse- 

Tour  obedient  snrant,  qucuce  of  a  presumption  tliat  they  w  ere 

Benjamih  Phillips.  produced  in  the  child  by  certain  vnpfoa. 

17,  WtopoisttaKfttlisn^  si»  ifM*  MOt  sensations  occasioned  in  the  molbor 

duriii*,'-  lit  r  prr^nancv*  ;  nneitritm  hj^ 

Tiie  diseases  upon  which  I  am  about  unaUomosis^   bUediny  J'lmyin^  fungntr 

to  make  some  remarks  are  fire^ucnt  in  htrinatoiies,  erectile  tumorSy  and  so  on. 
tbeir  oceurreuce,  and  important  in  their      Erectile  tumor  is  the  name  which  baa 

consequences;  tiicy  are  occasioned  l)y  a  been  applied  u>  tliem  hy  MM.  Dupuy- 

certain  stale  of  tlie  v  aseiilsir  system,  not  treii  iukI  Iliillior,  in  consequence  of  the 

well  dctiucd,  and  have  received  various  extreme  similarity  of  their  structure  to> 

denominations.  those  spoufjry  tissues  enatimg  naturally 

I  allude  to  those  vascular  turners  pro-  in  the  penis,  the  clitoris,  tlie  nipple,  and 

duccd  by  e  ither  a  development  of  a  con-  other  siluaticms,  and  which  they  had 

^eries  of  new*  vessels,  arterial  as  well  as  already  di.sliii«Tuished   by  that   term  ; 

venous,  or      th«  enlarge uient  and  vari-  these  tumors,  however,  recpiire  for  their 

cosed  condition  of  some  already  existing  erection  a  muob  mote  ener^e  tic  stimalua 

in  a  capillary  condition.  than  the  erectile  times  existing  natu* 

These  tumor-,  flicn,  appear  to  be  rallv*  in  the  economy 
formed  by  a  Uiiataiiun  01  the  already      They  are  of  a  broHnij>h,  reddish, 

existing  capillary  vessels,  either  arteries  bluish,  livid,  or  blackish  colour,  are 

or  veins,  or  by  the  development  of  a  new  more  or  less  projecting,  bat  easily  le- 

series,  and  to  be  a  consequence  of  irri-  ducible  by  pressure ;  they  are  sometimos 

tatioii  nf  a  feeble,  dull,  heavy,  latent  circumscribed,  at  other  times  more  dif- 

charactcr,  scarcely  superior  in  degree  to  fused,  sending  processes  or  proion^- 

for  the  healiby  exeretse  ttons  lo  a  distance fit>m  the, tnmof.  The 


that 

of  organic  action, — almost  analc^ouji  to  colour,  however,  varies  mttch,acGonliiig^ 

that  necessary  tn  untrition,  but  which,  to  whether  they  be  cutaneous  or  subca- 

instead  of  resultiiiir  in  a  regular  devebip-  taneous,  superficial  or  <!ri-p-s<'a(ed . 
meut  of  iJic  proper  tissue  of  the  ur^au,       iiclure  I  urocced  iurthcr,  1  may  state 

as  in  hyuertruphy,  detemunea  the  irre-  distinct^  tnat  I  mean  here  to  speak 

fular  development  of  a  neir  tissue*  only  of  those  tumois  which  aie  com- 

erhaps  no  subject  i<;  more  worthy  of  posed  simply  of  a  vsscular  net  work  de- 
the  attentive  consideratiou  ul  the  physio* 


logist  than  the  study  of  the  foimation       »  speakB  of  a  woman  who.  at  the  eighU* 


zatiou.   What  subject  of  mediUtion—  IT"  ^5*JT*7**    "       T*?*  *"* 

   f-^   lion  Of  nls  fnre  rovrrcd  witli  a  Inu e  excre«c<*Ti , 


what  sonree  of  discoveries  can  be  more 


the  pruducuou  ot  wliU  h  w  i-,  of  cour«e,  refi  rred 


intateStinff    tfian  the  contemplation  of    hy  the  mother  to  th<%i  t^irLunu^tJince,  but  which 

these  curious  phenomer,  '  '   The* AtfiU  TtJ'lXMHAlwl!'f{m  ItSiVn 

This  disease  appears  to  aflecl  indif-  tngitstfs. 
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telopeU  in  excels,  and  which  ciu  nut, 
during  any  period  of  their  existence, 
conUiin  any  matterf  except  blood-vessels 
interlaced  like  the  Mibstance  of  the  pla- 
rrnta  or  ^plfrn,  and  in  which  we  never 
tind  either  hbrous,  scirrhous,  or  cercbri- 
ftrm  subttance;  ind  ihh  is  their  wide 
and  disttnet  deinaiaitkm  fnm  mediiUarjr 

These  tumors,  which  I  liave  thus  de- 
scribed, are  purely  local  dineajieii,  and 
always  coiaole  when  placed  in  sitaa- 
tioiis  where  tber  can  he  entirely  re- 
mo^cd;  Itiit  if  the  smallest  portion  rc- 
niHin,  it  Hufttces  for  their  reproduction  ; 
whilst  those  of  a  medullary  character, 
aft«r  the  unmediate  period  of  their  de- 
velopment, are  incurable  in  the  pteaent 
ttate  f»f  rmr  knowled^'e. 

In  a  lew  words,  then,  erectile  tumors, 
wbirh  is  the  name  hy  which  I  shall  de- 
mpi-.iiv  them,  are  lunple  in  their  orga- 
mz  iiion,  being"  vascular  only,  while  the 
lii.iliLrnant  disease  is  complicated  in  this 
wav — the  capillaiT  vessels  ramify  in  a 
toft,  pulpy,  yellowiah,  oerebriform 
natter. 

Tlip  diflerences  mo«:t  fffniently  ob- 
scr>e<l  in  the  orjranizatiun  ot  these  pro- 
ductions are  as  follow  :— Sometimes  the 
arterial,  and  sometimes  the  renous  sys. 
Ii  in,  shall  he  most  developed  ;  some- 
limes  ihr  fuiimr  is- surrounded  Itv  a 
fibrouH  nuiiibrane  or  capsule,  at  others 
it  n  perfectly  free  and  unconfineti; 
Mmetimes  a  central  cellolar  cavity  ex- 
ists,  with  which  the  vessels  communi- 
cate, and  which  always  eontains  blofx! 
in  a  scmiduid  state ;  at  uthent  no  cell 
fthall  be  pRient.  Theae  rarietiea  which 
exist  in  the  organization  of  nich  tumora 
will  serre  to  cxpt  nTK  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, the  discrepancies  which  are  oWr- 
vable  in  the  different  descriptions  of 
tliem  given  by  aathoni. 

My  observations  do  not  enable  me  to 
state  decidedly  whetln  r  or  not  the^»"  ]w~ 
culiarities  cause  any  ditlerence  in  the 
nature  or  progress  of  the  tninor ;  but  I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  it  la  those 
onlv  whic  h  are  eneloM'd  in  a  capsule 
\vhl(}i  orciisiitiially  remain  lor  many 
years  stationar)-. 

In  the  flnt  Kind  of  erectile  tumor,  if 
we  carefully  inject  the  arteries  passing 
to  the«e  tiimon?,  we  find  developed  a 
well-marked  wiseiilar  net-work,  and  wc 
shall  not  find  Uie  slightest  extravasation 
of  the  injected  matter.  An  injection 
pushed  into  tlie  veins  of  this  species  docs 
not  arrive  at  the  tumor ;  in  the  venous 


ASCULAR  TOMORS. 

kind  the  opposite  holdn^ood.  Ill  either 
specie^,  if  a  central  cavity  exist,  the  in- 
jectitm  will  distend  it. 

This  disease  is  most  frequently  ccm* 
genital;  occasionally,  however,    it  is 
accidentally  produced;   oflen  witbout 
known  cause ;  sometimes  suoceediu ts 
external  violence,  sncb  aa  repeated  { 
pressure,  rnntitsion,  or  piinetTire.  ,AII 
ajji^es  and  constitutions  arc  ui  ject  to  it, 
but  it  appears  to  attack  in  pre/ereiicc 
young  persons,  in  whom  the  nnre  xs  lax. 
When  It  attacica  the  old,  the  pro^osis 
is  much  more  unfavourable.    Jf,  how- 
ever, the  orgin  of  these  congenital  tu- 
niors  be  placed  in  the  deepest  obscurity, 
the  proonction  of  the  disease  in  al^ 
life  IS  perhaps  not  better  known,  for  | 
contusions  and  punctures  are  fnr  froiu  I 
explaining  the  uirth  of^  a  new  ori^ait.  ' 
Tbc  vulgar  opinion,  which  refers  tSese 
alterations  of  the  skin  tn  moral  affec- 
tions produce<l  in  the  mother  dnring  her 
prej^nancy,  is  now  nearly  exploded  by 
medical  men.    Chaussier  has  rcmariced, 
that  tbej  were  moat  frequent  ill  thoae 
infants  whose  mothers  were  jnthjc«i  to 
disease?*  "f  thr         •  ruid  thi<5  opinion 
has  been  toiitirme(i  by  a  great  iiuiuber 
of  facts  ob:»erved  since  his  time. 

They  sometimes  remain  stationary 
lor  years,  occasioning  neither  pain  nor 
eonstraint,  and  w  Ithout  occasioning  tn- 
mcfaction ;  sometimes  they  do  not  in- 
crease tmtil  the  apnroach  of  pnherty ;  at 
ottirr  times,  afler  odng  elevated  into  a 
middle  si/.cd  tumor,  they  rt^nunTi  so,  tak- 
iii;^  no  further  increase  dnrnig  the  life 
of  the  patient^  hut  usually  the  tumefac- 
tion increases  even  from  the  earKest  age, 
and  makes  rapid  and  dangerous  pro- 
gress, tlic  tumor  becoming  extended  be- 
neath the  teguments,  and  making-  a 
^rreater  or  less  circumferential  pro- 
jection. 

Dupuytren  saw  a  man  w  ho  had  one 
of  thrse  tumors  upon  his  limt!.  exactly 
u|>on  a  jMiint  which  was  compressed  by 
his  hat ;  thb  man,  in  eonaeauence,  con- 
stantly carried  hia  hat  unaer  his  arm.  i 
One  day,  bein'^'-  pxcited  at  something,  ' 
he  sudJenly  put  bis  hat  on  his  head,  j 
without  regaiti  to  the  tumor,  v%  hich  w  as 
injured  by  the  violence,  and  bled  so  pm* 
fusely  as  to  rcrpiire  immediate  removal. 

T  kii«»\v  a  man  of  thirty  who  presents 
such  a  tumor,  ita  postenor  bonier  rest-  i 
ing  upon  Ihe  ^anterior  marj^iu  of  the  I 
laUBsimiis  dorsi  muscle,  and  extending  | 
nearly  to  tbc  umbilien^.     It  had  in. 
creased  between  his  seventeenth  and 
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twentieth  ^  rnrs  fruDJ  flir  size  of  a  six- 
pence tu  liie  size  ul  iiftcen  or  sixteen 
in«he8  in  elreiintfereiice ;  for  the  ]«at 
ten  jears  it  has  uot  increased,  neither 
does  it  aflfect  his  g'eneral  health. 

Tliese  tumors  may  be  developed  in 
anj  of  our  tissues;  most  frequently, 
however,  they  ere  observ  ed  in  the  skin, 
tlie  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue,  and  die 
extrfniitifs  of  the  hni^-  hoiips. 

The  division  which  was  made  by  3lr. 
Wardmp  in  these  tumors  ^|metu«  to  be 
the  best,  and  also  to  be  a  sunicieiit  dis- 
liiictioii  for  jjfciicra!  purposes.  He  di- 
vided tliem  into  cutaneous  and  subcu- 
taneous. The  cutaneous  variety',  by 
which  I  mean  those  which  primarily 
aiTect  the  skin,  is  usually  a  congenital 
disease  ;  it  appears  at  first  in  the  fomi  of 
a  flat,  reddish,  violet  spot,  about  tlie  size 
of  a  flea-bite,  of  a  more  or  less  intense  red 
c»lour,  acooidiiig  to  the  influence  of 
those  causes  by  which  the  circulation  of 
the  blood  may  be  aeeeleratcd,  and  to  its 
arterial  or  venous  character.  The  tu- 
mefitction  of  the  skin  is  usually  very  in. 
considerable,  and  the  disease  appears  to 
affect  espeeially  its  reticulated  portion, 
the  hIuod-veH.sclj»  of  which  acc|uirc  a 
considerable  development.  This  spc> 
cies  is  most  eonunon  about  the  head,  on 
the  forehead,  at  the  root  of  the  nose,  on 
tJie  eye-lids,  on  the  Hps,  and  the  hibe 
of  the  ear;  they  also  appear  nut  unfrc- 
quenlly  on  the  shoulder,  and  on  the 
sternum. 

No  difficulty  of  any  considerable  ex- 
lent  » l»e  evjierieneed  in  the  diagitosis 
of  ihih  diM^aM.',  when  it  is  cutaneous. 
The  only  afllections  to  which  it  may  bear 
a  similarity,  are  those  pig-nientary  de- 
ptisihtt!)'^  1T1  the  skin  \*hK'li  lia^e  oh- 
tained  th<  ii:iine  of  pij^^cnt  ii  \  mwus 
or  spili ;  and  here  toe  deniurcauou  is 
MifHciently  distinct,  for  the  latter  never 
ka^e  any  tendency  to  change  durii^ 
vascular  excitcnrent,  or  t()  occasion  »f- 
cteration  of  tlie  skin.  But  we  have  not 
the  same  facility  when  Llic  disease  is 
subcutaneous,  and  especially  when  it 
has  its  seat  in  the  long  bones. 

In  thcic  ca;<es,  if  we  can  discover  no 
pulsation  in  the  tumor,  it  may  be  ex- 
iremely  diflieiilt  to  determine  whether 
or  not  the  disease  be  medullary  fungus ; 
yet  tlie  ab«»ence  of  lancinatini^  pains, 
the  uncertain  fluctuation  whieh  is  de- 
\  cioiicil  by  the  alternating  iire»>ure  of 
the  angers,  the  diminution  orits  Tolume 
under  llic  influence  of  compressing 
agrnl^,  tlie  fr^^sh  colniir  of*  tlic  patient, 
abd  the  uuu-eji;istcncc  of  the  symptoms 


by  which  a  cancerous  cachexia  is  cha- 
racterized, are  so  uiauv  circumstauoea 
which  may  senre  to  eonauet  us  to  a  true 
knowledge  of  the  disease. 

The  great  (HfTercnces  between  the 
medullary  t'uugus  and  erectile  tumors 
are,  flrst,  that  the  latter  are  usually 
congenital,  the  fonner  perhaps  never: 
compression,  which  has  no  eflect  on  the 
fonner,  eonsKlerably  diminishes  the 
volume  of  the  latter.  In  tlie  latter  we 
l^aendlir  find  pnlsatiftn  ortienbling; 
It  is  enlarged  at  the  afiproach  of  men- 
struation :  this  never  (♦rcurs  in  the 
funner.  The  latter  usuallv  has  its  seat 
in  tlie  skin,  or  subcutaneous  cellular 
tissue;  the  former  attacks  all  ttssoea 
and  all  Tisoera.  The  Ibimer  consiata 
of  a  pulpv  eerehriform  matter;  the  lat- 
ter is  cumposcd  of  blood -vchscis  and 
cells,  constituting  an  entirely  local  dis* 
ease,  the  entire  extirpation  of  whieh 
eflVetH  a  cure.  The  lonner,  very  soon 
after  its  de]msition,  becomes  a  constitu- 
tional disease,  which,  if  we  can  re- 
move fifom  the  exterior,  we  shall  soon 
be  adrertised  of  its  presence  in  the  in- 
tenor  of  tlie  l>ody,  where  it  will  deljr 
thcpower  of  art. 

Tlicrc  are  still  two  remarkable  cir- 
eumstances  whidi  may  serre  to  give 
us  a  knowledge  of  the  (trganic  alteim* 
tidii  \v}iif'h  constitutes  eiv  tile  tninorv, 
a.s  well  a.s  iti*  character.  The  hrst  is 
the  consistency  of  the  tumor  which  it 
Ibrms:  it  is  granulated,  soft,  ledudUo 
on  prolonged  pressure — so  much  »>,  that 
we  may  thus  n-dnce  tfie  afl)  <  fed  y;\rt  to 
a  volume  much  less  than  that  wlitch  is 
natural  to  it;  we  may  even  obtain  this 
result  in  changing  the  attitude  of  the 
member  on  which  it  is  jdaeed.  Thus, 
on  the  on»'  side,  tlie  soft  unefjtial  eonsi??- 
teuce  of  the  tumor,  its  susceptibility  to 
be  reduced  by  prolonged  pressure  or 
change  of  attitude,  whatever  maj  be 
its  form  and  extent,  are  rbnru  f motifs 
of  this  disease.  On  the  oilier  hand, 
when  we  can  discover  this  characteristic 
softness,  or  produce  a  sudden  ksseniiup 
of  dTtamor"  w«  may  be  «.u«d  U«5 
the  organic  alfemtion  we  linve  described 
(erectile  tissue^  cxLsts.  it  is  true  that 
we  may  possiblv  find  a  difficulty,  in 
spite  of  tnoae  oata:  we  may  get  an 
erectile  turnor  with  a  central  cellular 
cavity;  in  tliis  t:\m',  compression  will 
not  ibrce  back  lltc  blood  mlo  the  vessels ; 
and  this  case  is  the  more  serious,  aa  the 
pulsation  which  we  can  diatbguisk 
may  ^ivr  reason  to  suspect  the  presence 
of  aneurism. 
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W  beu  the  tlifecai»e  uiiccU  llie  cjtlre* 
nitfoi  9i  Umg  bonei,  k  »  almott  im* 
pitSNible,  in  tae  oarlier  sitages,  to  catch 
lis  t  imrnrtrrs  so  as  to  establish  ourdia^o 
iiu^is  with  itie  necessary  exactitude. 

There  la  one  circumstance  connected 
with  the  development  of  these  tumom 
which  I  confess  my  inability  to  deter- 
mino  :  I  mean  the  pow  vr  to  stati/.  M]»f»n 
lookiii|f  at  the  tumor  and  the  uaiieat, 
wbecber  it  fnoeeeds  from  a  local  fanita- 
tion,c«>iiriiied  to  the  |pven  point,  or  whe< 
th»T  there  be  a  ^■PTl>  rill  cn's]ui.ii!ion  in 
the  eirculatini^  system  to  the  generation 
of  this  uew  tissue.  When  e^n^ciiitai, 
we  eaanot  deternnne  die  questioti  ex* 
cept  we  see  them  on  Tarious  iiartiof 
the  body;  but  when  accidental! v  pro- 
duced, if  we  cannot  refer  die  disease  to 
a  U»cal  irritation  (such  as  a  puncture, 
conUinon,  or  other  irriunt),  we  maj 
fiurly  presume  upon  the  existence  of  a 
frriieral  t<  udeiicy  in  the  system  to  pro* 
ttiM%  this  particiuar  disease. 

In  either  case  our  oovrae  la  the  same: 
fcnove  Uie  tumor  by  those  mcana  best 
adapted  to  the  particular  ease. 

'f  fie.se  tumors  are  jilwriys  of  a  serious 
ciiuracter,  and  are  the  more  especiaiJy 
so  when  diey  are  acddentally  pro- 
duced. Although  they  may  rest  sta. 
tion:n\',  it  is  a  dang'cmus  doctrine  to 
act  upon.  Thf  v  mar,  however,  remain 
so  for  a  long  time  ;  yet,  under  new  sti- 
midalieiiSy  or  even  without  known 
cause,  ther  nay  become  irritable,  ac- 
<»<»mptinie<r  by  nn  itrhinf'',  fre<}nently 
compared  by  the  patient  to  the  presence 
of  an  inseet  iu  the  part.  The  tnnior  then 
leddens,  tinnefies,  and  enlarj^es;  the 
|)el!iele  by  which  it  is  covered  becomes 
thinned,  is  destroyed,  aiiH  hhuxl  tlows. 
At  lost,  by  repeatMl  irritaiiuus,  the  bee* 
moffiha|pca  beeome  more  fie^uent,  ate 
lesa  easily  arrested,  enfeeble  the  pa- 
tient, ami  ultimately  destroy  life.  It 
is,  tlien,  by  loss  of  blofxl,  by  jt^e- 
iieml  debility  constantly  aujjpaeuted, 
rather  than  by  any  disocsanixation  of 
the  alTceted  part,  that  death  is  prodnced 
innersons  sufferint;"  from  creetile  tumors. 

In  this  disease  aouic  ditheuUy  exists 
iu  determiiiii^  upon  the  proper  mode  of 
treatment ;  Ibr  it  is  dsaany  established, 
upon  the  best  possible  evidence,  that  a 
>«nnple  ereetile  tumor,  |Misses<in^  no  mn- 
lignity,shaii,  under  the  mtlueuec  of  irri- 
tating appHcattons,  become  the  seat  of  a 
UMirbiil  dt|)osition  of  a  malignant  charao- 
ter.  Tndceil,  this  disra*.c  may  de^'enerafr 
ill  a  similar  manner  to  a  common  in- 
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ilammaltun,  vthieh  will,  under  certain 
dreumstances,  assume  a  carcinomatoim 
character.  A  common  syphilitic  ulmer 

upon  the  jirr^jMjre,  shnll,  muler  the  in-» 
fluencc  of  irntutinj^  applicatiou!),  tenni- 
nate  in  a  carcinomatous  affection,  which 
will  nec€s»iitate  amputation  of  the  penis. 
An  ulceration  upon  the  lip  dball,  under 
similar  circumstances,  exjH*rience  simi. 
lar  degeneration :  a  blo\^  on  t)ie  breast 
nuiy  occasion,  in  that  organ,  the  de- 
velopment  of  cananoma.;  a  long-coii.1 
tinTi(  <!  irritation  of  hfr'nutrrlioitls  in  tho 
rei  fiirn  vhall  f»eeasi(»n  schirrhus. 

in  all  these  cases  we  uiay,  by  the 
early  application  of  the  knife,  remore 
^hb  disease;  but  if  we  ni^lect  to  te* 
move  if  iu  its  first  appearance,  thediBeaae 
will  he  eertainly  fatal. 

That  peculiar  character  of  tlie  e^un. 
tenance  which  indicates  a  carcinoma- 
tous cachexia,  is,  I  apprehend,  iu  all 
rtiscs,  drpfndi'nf  ii|>oii  the  ahs<ni)tioM 
of  the  carcinoinaluus  matter  which  lias 
been  deposited' in  a  particular  organ  ; 
and  when  this  absorption  has  been  ef^ 
fcrtrd,  the  removal  of  \]w  local  disease 
will  not  save  the  patient,  for  it  will  he 
reproduced  iu  ditilerent  organs  by  a  de- 
position from  die  blood. 

So  it  is  with  those  tumors  produced 
by  the  development  of  erectile  tissue, 
and  which  have  under^fone  the  degfue- 
ration  I  have  now  attempted  to  describe : 
if  thev  be  entirely  remoTed,immediatdy 
this  change  is  manifested,  we  may  save 
the  life  of  the  patient;  but  if  this  pre- 
caution be  neglected,  and  the  abMirp. 
tion  have  been  allowed  to  occur,  toe 
time  for  operation  is  passed ;  for  even 
althon^-b  we  remove  the  limb  upon 
M  !jif  li  this  disease  is  de>  »  ]oj>e(l,  vvc  shall 
hud  in  a  very  few  days  liiat  the  disease 
will  be  mamfcated  upon  the  stump. 

A  gentleman  hau  a  simnle  erectile 
tinner  on  the  tuberosity  ol  the  tibia, 
whi<  h  was  ronstantlv  irritated  by  his 
clothes;  it  increased  in  size,  became 
ttloerated,  and  the  seat  of  a  oeDstantly 
recuniBg  and  considerable  hsmorriiage. 
The  t!iTiu»r  was  removed  by  tbc  knife,  and 
the  wound  had  nearly  cicatrized,  when 
a  fungous  projection  was  discovered  in 
one  comer:  it  soon  became  as  large  as 
the  former.  Nitric  acid  and  some  other 
rscharotics  were  applied  to  it,  but  its 
progress  was  not  arrested.  The  leg  was 
lemored,  and,  as  the  slump  ^gan 
to  cicatrize,  a  tmnnr  was  manifested 
there,   from   the   effect  of   whirh  th« 

patient  died.  The  tumor  which  was 
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rcuiovetJ  iu  die  iir&t  iu6tanc€  wa4  very 
carefully  exainined^  and  contained  mo- 
thing  but  a  congeries  of  blood-vessels. 
The  one  which  was  examinee!  upon  the 
aai^HtUted  limb,  contained  a  large  de> 
poiutiou  of  oerebriform  matter ;  and  m 
did  the  ona  wliieh  waa  developed  ii|mni 
tlie  stump. 

'  This  casr  is  not  singular ;  T  may  refer 
to  uiauy  ollier»  cotttaiued  iu  books ;  but  it 
ia  unnecessary.  My  object  la  nierel3r  to 
sbew,  that»  to  these  tumon,  irritating 
applications  are  not  made  without  risk. 

Whether  the  removal  of  these  tumors 
be  eii'ected  by  a.Htringent  applica,tions, 
by  eompressioii,  by  aeuiiunotuimtion, 
by  vaccination,  by  seton,  hy  ligature  of 
toe  tumor  or  of  the  artery,  hy  tht-  actual 
or  other  cautery,  or  by  the  kuii'c,  pro. 
vided  the  whok  iHe  removed,  it  will  sue. 
ceed.  The  cure  of  this  disease  can  only 
be  eflTected  hy  the  entire  tlcstrm  tidn  of 
the  diM'ast'«l  tissue.  This,  on  j)a}>t  i,may 
appear  a  i>i>n)^lc  busiiieas,  yet  it  is  uot 
so ;  great  difficulty  will  be  oooasionaUy 
ex}>erit  need  in  determining,  with  ez<* 
actitude,  its  extent,  iuk!  \v)ien  this  is 
asiccrtained  it  may  be  impossible  to 
remove  the  whole. 

The  irntatiott  which  is  excited  by  an 
operation,  in  any  j>art  of  the  tumor 
wnich  may  be  )>ermitteil  tn  rrmain,  most 
frequeutly  basteus  the  ulicrior  progress 
of  the  disease.  Examples  are  uot  want- 
ingt  where  repeatea  dissections  and 
successive  amputati(»us  have  been  ren- 
dered ncc«ssary ,  y«'t  perfcH  lIy  useless,  iu 
consequence  eitiier  of  negligence  or  the 
impossibility  of  knowing  iSe  exact  ex. 
tent  of  the  disease ;  and  it  is  upon  this 
circumstance  that  is  particularly  de- 
pendent—the difficulties  by  which  a 
prognosis  of  tliis  disease  is  surrounded. 

In  the  several  modea  of  treatment 
.which  have  been  employed  for  the  cure 
of  this  disease,  our  ohjcct  is  either  to 
lessen  materially  tlie  quantity  of  blood 
passing  into  the  tumor, — in  accordance 
with  the  principletbatw  those  acciden. 
In!  pr,  Mliu  tioiis  are  endowed  with  less 
\i{.ilit\  ,  or  at  least  less  tenacity,  in  re- 
luiiimur  iiic,  than  is  the  case  with  the 
natiiFSJ  prsducdona  of  the  economy ; 
whether  this  depends  on  a  less  perfect 
organization  is  lu't  rcrfnin,  'I'his  would 
appear  to  be  the  modu.i  uperaudi  of  to- 
nics or  astringeuLs,  and  ligatures  ]>luced 
u|>ou  arterial  tninks  at  a  distance  fiwn 
the  disease,  and  p^hapa  occasionally 
with  roMiprrssiAu  To  ]»rocurc  inflani- 
niaiioii  auU  ot^iileialion  ql  the  vascuUr 


uet-work,  which  is  the  cud  proposed  by 
acupuncturaticMi,  vaccination,  or  seton* 
To  destroy  the  continuity  of  the  vascular 
communication,  in  isolating  the  tumor 
hy  means  of  a  circular  incision,  includ. 
ing  tlic  whole  of  the  tumor.  To  remove 
entirely  ihv  whole  of  the  morbid  tissue, 
cither  by  f'lc  ap])1ieation  of  the  actual 
or  otln  r  i nilcrv,  by  surrounding-  it  with 
a  ligature,  orexrisiug  it  witli  the  knife. 

For  the  purpose  of  curing  this  dis« 
case,  which  of  these  is  the  preferaUo 
ajjent  ?  Each  1ki?*  succeeded— all  have 
failed.  The  ukkU-  of  treating  these  tu- 
mors by  tonic  or  iisli  ingeiit  applications, 
ia  selwnn  practised,  and  cau  scarcely 
ever  succeeti :  applications  of  any  kind 
are  rHrply  niadf  to  them,  unless  they 
shew  a  dispot>iiiou  to  iuerease.  The 
application  of  astringents,  supposing  it 
cau  snceaed  at  all,  must  necessarily  re- 
quire a  cnn^irlerable  time  for  the  accom- 
}dishmcnt  of  this  object;  and  during 
this  tiuie  the  tumor  may  aeuuire  a  rapid 
derakmaicttt,  and  we  shall  hare  lost 
tine  which  may  have  been  employed  111 
removing*-  xhc  tlisf  usr  by  other  agents. 

In  the  Jiandsol  Alx-niethy  this  method 
appears  to  have  succeeded,  iu  die  re- 
moval of  an  erectile  tumor  eansting  it» 
the  orbit,  but  some  montlis  were  re. 
quired  for  the  purpose;  ajid  this  is  one 
of  the  very  few  well-auliieulicated  cases 
in  which  this  method  of  treating  the 
disease  has  succeeded. 

The  operation  of  plaeinfj  a  ligature 
around  the  arterial  trunks  by  which  the 
tumor  is  presumed  to  be  supplied,  is 
another  uncertain  mode  of  curing  erec- 
tile tumouL  The  priiieiple  upon  which 
we  repose  in  the  ♦•T))]tlf»ynn  iit  of  thia 
method  of  treatment,  is,  as  1  have  «1. 
ready  stated,  to  lesseu  the  <j^uautity  of 
Uood  which  ia  ordinarily  earned  to  thu 
tumor.  Whererer  the  tumor  be  fjlnatad, 
vLinX  however  near  to  the  diseitse  we  can 
apply  the  ligature,  we  canuot  entirely 
cut  off  the  supply  of  blood;  so  com. 
plete  is  the  anastorooaia  of  vessda  ovct 
the  whole  of  the  body. 

Pelletan  a]>]>rars  to  bine  been  tlie 
first  who  pcrlonued  tiiis  oneratiou  :  he 
tied  the  external  carotid  for  a  ^  fin* 
gous**  disease,  occupying  the  tempk  and 

Uic  exterii;i]  car,  ntit  without  success. 
Indeed,  when  tunioi-s  of  this  kiiul  af- 
fect the  head,  there  is  much  didicuUy 
in  detemiaing  upon  the  best  mode  of 
treatment,  \\lieu  they  afleet  the  orbit, 
the  ligature  of  the  common  carotid 
Usually  succeeds.    Atoung  other  ait- 
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tlicntic  cases  are  those  of  Traven,  Dal- 

lyniple,  Ruux,  and  Areiidt. 

When  it  is  seated  in,  or  postprior  to, 
Uie  temporiii  fossa,  the  same  operation 
will  not  cure  it  This  phenoineiMin  is 
well  marked  in  the  case  of  Roux.  The 
tumor  occupied  the  orbit  and  extended 
to  the  temporal  fossa ;  he  tied  the  com- 
mon caroti(i  :  the  disease  of  the  orbit 
was  cured,  while  that  of  the  temporal 
fossa  remained.  He  has  also  cured  a 
similar  tumor  on  the  cheek  and  snnerior 
lip,bj  t^ingthe  labial  and  suborbital  arte- 
ries. Latlemand  has  tied  the  crural  arteij 
with  sncccss,  in  a  case  where  tlie  tube- 
ronity  of  the  tibia  was  similarly  affected. 

0|ip(Kscd  to  these  cases  are  those  ]K»r- 
iurmcd  b^'  Mr.  Wardrop,  fur  a  similar 
tumor  on  the  cheek ;  by  Dupnytren,  for 
one  on  the  car,  and  another  on  the  tibia ; 
by  Mr  H(i(l«i-s<ni,  for  one  on  the  thumb, 
in  which  lie  tied  the  radial  and  ulnar  ar- 
tcrics ;  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  in  a  case 
where  the  ring^-fing-er  was  affected,  in 
which  he  tied  the  radial  and  ulnar  ar* 
twies. 

It  is  woithy  of  remark,  that  the  li- 
gature of  the  carotid  has  never  succeed- 
ed in  any  of  the  cases  in  which  it  was 

employed  1>y  Pflfefrnj,  I>y  Mii<;*;ey  dc 
Damsouth,  and  Wilhaunie,  for  the  cure 
of  erectile  tumors  affecting  the  tempo- 
ral Ibma.  We  see,  then,  that  in  the  em- 
ployment of  this  operation  there  should 
oe  much  rcser>e,  for  its  successes  and 
reverses  appear  rather  equally  balanced. 

But  if  we  separate  the  cases,  and  see 
the  eflect  of  the  operation  when  apjtlied 
to  particular  situations,  we  find  that  the 
li<r:ffure  of  the  external  carotid  )ims  suc- 
ceeded in  each  of  those  cases  v%bcre  it 
was  performed  for  the  cure  of  erectile 
tiuiors  occupying'  the  orbit.  We  should 
tlicreforc  be  justified,  in  this  particular 
case,  in  prrforminjLif  this  f>]ier4ilion ; 
while,  on  the  eontrar*',  when  ■they  oceupv 
the  temporal  ro8sa,it  nas  never  suoceedea : 
here,  then, we  are  not  iustifled  in  atlempt- 
hiir  this  operation,  nut  must  resott  to 
some  other  mode  of  treatment. 

How  can  we  explain  this  remarkable 
diflTerence  in  the  eneet  of  a  similar  ope- 
ration performed  for  the  cure  of  a  simi- 
lar disease?  Simply,  I  apprehend,  for 
this  reason — that  the  ingress  of  the 
blood  into  the  tumor  is  more  completely 
cot  oflfin  the  one  case  than  in  the  other. 

That  this  is  the  case,  appears  to  me 

Jirobable  fronj  the  case  of  Hotix  and 
hmi  the  case  of  Lawrence :  in  the  lat> 
ter,  the  ulnar  and  ndial  arteries  were 
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tied  without  effect, — simply  because  thej 
did  not  cut  off  the  circulation  sufficiently; 
for  wlicn  he  isolated  the  tumor  by  an 
ulterior  operation,  the  disease  was  cured. 

We  may  tie  the  radial  and  ulnar  arte, 
ries  for  a  wound  of  the  palmar  arch,  and 
they  shall  not  restrain  tne  htemorrhag^; 
but  if  we  then  tie  the  humeral  artery,  we 
ma^'  effectually  arrest  it. 

Ko  one  canoe  at  a  loss  Co  explain  tfaia 
apparently  singular  circumstance.  To 
every  one  the  astonishing,'  vjinVfy  in  the 
distribution  of  the  arteries  oi  a  third  or 
fourth  rate  calibre,  is  familiar:  in  one 
case  we  shall  get  the  ulnar  the  larg-er, 
in  another  the  radial,  and  in  a  tliird  the 
interosseous.  Tn  the  latter  ca*e  (or,  in- 
deed, in  either  of  the  three  cases),  tw  o 
of  the  arteries  may  he  tied,  and  the 
third  shall  entirely  and  suflkiendy  sup. 
ply  the  organ  with  blood. 

With  reg-ard  to  the  next  mode  of 
treating  these  tumors,  eoniuression, 
opinions  are  as  various.  It  nas  fire- 
ouently  succeeded,  among  othen,  in 
tne  practice  of  Bums,  Ran(!oljth,  Roux, 
Abemethy,  Sir  A.  Cooper,  ana  Boyer. 

Still,  ureat  as  are  these  authorities, 
and  mud)  as  I  should  defer  to  their 
opinions,  T  sliould  strenuously  insist 
ujK»n  the  necessitv,  uTider  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances, of  abanduniu&r  the  use  of 
compression  as  it  b  usuafly  made;  for 
I  agree  entirely  with  Bateman,  in  the 
opinion  that  pressure  made  upon  these 
tumors,  supposiuff  we  have  no  point- 
d'appui,  will  have  a  tendency  to  cause 
an  activity  and  a  anbcutaneous  exten- 
sion. E^'en  when  we  have  a  resisting 
point,  the  same  thing  iiequently  has 
taken  place. 

Supposing  compression  to  lie  pre** 
ferrea  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease, 
T  would  recommend  that  it  he  made  by 
means  of  an  instrunKiit  large  enotiLfh 
fairly  to  surround  tiie  ttunor,  and  bol. 
lowed  in  the  centre,  to  admit  it  withitt 
the  circle.  In  this  way  we  should  havn 
no  pressure  on  the  diseased  structure, 
to  excite  in  it  ;i  fatal  activity  or  to  pro- 
duce a  eireumlerential  extension  of^the 
disease,  and  we  should  cut  off  the  vas- 
cular communicatimi  hy  which  the  ex- 
istence of  the  tumor  is  preserved. 

The  principle  upon  vvhich  acupunctu- 
ration  and  vaccination  of  these  tumors 
acts,  is  one  which  I  submit  I  sufficiently 
proved  in  njy  "  Scries  of  Experiments 
upon  Punctuniiit(  Arteries it  is  to  ex- 
cite in6ammaliun  in  the  vascular  pa- 
rietes:  this  ta  inmedialely  Allowed 
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a  depoutioD  of  coagiilable  lympb,  and  is  u  dauj^crous  Diode  of  treatment ;  t!ie 

oblitt*rnt!oti  of' the  canal.  irritation  which  it  invariably  ilevelo^N»s 

It  thi-s  be  ihu  iiiudus  operandi  of  this  gives  to  the  tumor  an  activity  which 

agent,  one  thiu^  is  certain :  it  ia  that  may  occasion  a  rapid  derelopnient.  The 

much  time  must  oe  spent  in  aooomplisk«  thro\\  ing  off  of  the  eschar  is  occasion, 

ing  a  cure   by  thw  means,  for  m  o  ally  followed  hy  a  profuse  htpniorrhajxe, 

must  cause   the    obliteration    of  the  m  hicli  is  not  easily  checked.    There  is, 

whole  of  the  di.seased  vascular  tissue  however,  a  much  more  serious  appre- 

before  we  cure  the  disease.  A  simple  bensiou,  wbieb  i^oiild  never  be  lost 

puncture  of  an  arteiy  will  not,  under  sight  oi:  this  irritation  msv,  asid  evi- 

onlinary  circumstances,  occasion  in  it  iivwo  g-oes  to  shew  that  it  has  excited 

the  development  of  inftanimation  ;  it  is  the  generation   of  niedtillary  fun^s; 

uecei»Hary  tliat  tlie  irritation  occasioned  and  tuis  appears  to  lue  a  very  sufKcient 

bjr  the  introduction  of  the  needle  should  reason  why,  while  we  have  any  other 

be  frequently  repeiUed  before  we  can  mrnle  of  treatment  against  which  these 

calculate  with  any  certaijjty  on  having  objections  do  not  obtain,  we  should  aban- 

produceil  the  action  we  require  to  eu-  don  cauterization.    The  modes  of  cau- 

fiure  success.  terization  which  have  usually  been  em- 

.  Cures  have  been  effected  by  this  means  ploved   are,  emplastic  escharoties,  by 

under  the   (lir<eiion  of  Dr.   Marshall  Catlisen,  \Vardro|>,  (Sec;  nitric  acid  by 

Hall,  by  w  hom  the  oj)erati(»n  was  invent-  Travcrsand  others ;  nitrate  of  silver  by 

ed  i  but  1  cannot  hide  from  myself  one  Guthrie  and  utliers ;  the  actual  cautery 

cifBumatance :  it  is,  that  we  are  ooca-  br  Maunoir,  Larn.>y;  fko.   If  either  of 

woning^  an  irritation  which  may  do  these  modes  of  destruction  suceeed,  the 

bami,  riTid  that  we  are  perhaps  pornn't  suf^erinofs  wliieh  they  ncr-i'^ion,  aTul  the 

tint,'"'!"  tmnor  to  enlarge,  so  as  to  throw  ug^ly  cieatreies  by  which  they  are  fol- 

soiUi'  ilitiu  ulty  in  the  wav  of  removing  lowed,  are  quite  sufficient  to  interdict 

it  by  ligature  or  the  knife;  and,  lastly,  their  use  except  in  extraordinary  cases, 
it  can  only  he  applied  when  Uie  tuuior      Three  modes  of  treating;-  this  disease 

is  ritlier  cutaneous,  or  immediately  sub-  still  remain  to  be  described:  insulation 

culaucuus.    It  has  not,  however,  been  proposed,  I  believe,  by  Dr.  Ph^sick,  and 

tried  in  a  sufficient  number  of  instances  performed  by  making  an  incision  around 

to  enable  as  to  refer  to  the  results  of  the  the  tumor,  so  as  to  cut  oflT  the  supply  of 

treatment  as  evidence  of  its  iiequent  blood,  allowing  the  tumor  to  shmgli  off ; 

applieahility.  ligature  of  the  tumor  ])«Trorincd  cithor 

With  respect  to  vaccinatiou,  which  by  passing  two  or  more  ueedies  under 

bas  been  recommended  by  Dr.  Cummin  it,  so  that  they  shall  inletsect  each  other, 

or  Dr.  Young,  fi>r  some  doubt  exists  as  and  placing  the  ligature  around  it,  un^ 
to  priority  of  suggestion,  tlie  principle       r  ihv  needles,  as  jimjinsr  l  hy  Krato, 

is  to  effect  the  obliteration  of  the  vcs-  and  performed  by  Keate,  Iko  lie,  and 

sels  composing  the  diseased  tis.sue  by  Sir  A.    Cooper,    and    Lawrence,  or 

pradacing  in  the  tissues  adyacent  to  by  passing  under  it  a  needle  armed  with 

them  a  suppurative  inflammation : — ^for  two  tlireads,  one  of  which  encloses 

this  effect  tf)  Tx*  ]>roduced  it  is  necessary  either  hemisphere,  as  proposed  by  Wliite, 

that  the  tumor  be  not  deep-sea te<l,  or  no  and  performed  by  Lawrence,  Guthrie, 

good  effect  canatteml  tins  mode  of  treat-  Lynn,  and  Carlisle ;  and  extirpation  with 

aent,  and  if  the  child  hare  been  pre-  the  knife. 

viously  vaccinated,  the  chance  of  sue-  In  certain  situations,  where  we  ean 
cess  by  this  method  i>  lessened.  When  with  certainty  insulate  the  tumor,  insu- 
immeuiately  subcutaneous,  I  think  this  lation  may  succeed — ou  the  cranium, 
mode  quite  as  likely,  under  onlinaiy  for  instance ;  but  e?en  here,  if  the  tumor 
eircumitances,  to  succeed  as  the  mctliod  be  attached  to  the  pericranium,  it  may 
by  acupunctural  ion.  My  experience  de-  fail,  for  the  supply  of  blood  may  be  de- 
cidedly induces  me  lo  look  with  little  rived  throu«j"h  the  medium  of  the  bone  ; 
ooufideuce  on  each  of  these  means.  With  the  tumor  must  also  be  suiHciently  cir- 
respeet  to  the  seton,  the  principle  is  the  curascribed  to  make  it  certain  that  no 
tame  as  in  acnuuncturation :— -it  will  sel-  portion  of  the  tissue  extends  beyond  our 
dom  produce  the  effect  wc  wish.  incision.  This  operation  does  nf)t  np- 
Destruction  by  the  actual,  or  other  pear  to  merit  adoption ;  it  possesj^e-s  no 
cautery,  provided  no  portion  of  the  advantage  over  the  ligature  or  extirpa- 
tunor  were  left,  would  succeed,  but  it  tion,  and  it  possesses  3ie  loUowing'  ais* 
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nd%'antage« ;  the  tanit»r  must  Kloug-h 
oHT;  and  tbb  effect  U  more  tartiil^  pro- 
dtieed  than  when  H  is  ttran^latetl  by  a 
lio-atiire;  and  an  compared  witli  Att 
knife,  it  has  fVirsr  r^rnwlnck'';  — it  leaTes 
a  Ritppuratifitr  sore  ;  whilst  afU'r  exlir- 
patioa  with  tho  knire,  jou  majr  have 
untoa  hj  the  fiist  intentioo. 

With  file  icniftiiittig^  modes  «f  ope< 
rating',  the  ai^ument  is  rfdiKod  into  a 
narrow  compass.  ^\  ilh  the  iijjatnrc,  you 
are  not  certain  that  you  arc  reniovitig 
the  whole  of  the  tumor  mad  yon  have  a 
{(uppurating^  surface,  followed,  not  nn- 
frequcntly,  by  an  nnsiifhtlj  cicatrix. 
With  the  knife  you  may  have  amonien^ 
tarf  honorrha're,  and  that  b,  I  sub- 
niit,  the  only  source  of  aji]nehenBion ; 
and  as  CfnnittTbalnncinf';'  circum«%tancc<, 
you  may  frequentlr  *fet  imion  before 
sloughing  has  occurred  in  the  operation 
by  nature.  Anotherandamoit  important 
advantage  attending^  the  operation  of 
extlrpnlion  by  the  Knif*',  is  the  power 
it  ^i^rs  you  of  examining'  the  tumor 
for  the  puipose  of  assuring  yourself  that 
you  have  not  soffered  any  of  the  dis- 
eased tissue  to  remain. 

Thr  m)nr<"?s  of  the  ligature  is  entirely 
de^»cndcnt  ujM>n  the  possibility  of  caus- 
ing it  to  embrdte  a  portion  of  the' 
healthy  tissue,  or  at  the  least,  the  whole 
of  the  nior!)id  production,  and  this  wc 
can  seldom  be  certain  we  hfive  doije; 
—we  must  not  confide  in  the  suppuration 
wfaidi  follows  being  siHScientto  vemove 
MX  tauhmg  pntio.  of  the  e>wlile 

tissue. 

Extirpation  of  the  tumor  has  very 
peneraliy  succeeded  when  it  htw  been 
seated  on  the  head  or  face.  Mannoir, 
Waidrop,  and  indeed  the  m^ority  of 
f;Mr«4eoTi«s,  bnvo  \%?tnosspd  the  siiofrss  of 
thi.s operation  in  these  regions:  the  •ul  s- 
serious  drawback  is  the  h«morrhi4«(c 
with  whidi  the  ofieration  is  usaally  ac- 
companied ;  but  \\  Ijcii  we  are  pre|»ared 
for  this,  it  is  in  our  j)o\ver,  to  a  certain 
extent,  to  guard  a^aini^t  any  fatal  com- 
plication of  this  Innd.  It  most  be  le- 
membered,  however,  that  in  these  eases 
the  actual,  or  other  cantrry,  will  sel- 
dom Nucceed  in  arresting  it ;  and  ii'  the 
Vessels  be  too  small,  ur  too  numerous  to 
allow  of  our  securing  them  with  a  Kga<- 
tnre,  ffraduatcd  compression  is  our  sheet- 
anchor.  In  tlie  extremities  the  same 
success  dues  not  attetid  this  operation, 
fiyr  ablation  of  accidental  tumors  affect- 
ing the  members,  has  alu  nys  failed;  in- 
deed, it  ia  rarely  that  they  do  not  soon 
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reappear,  even  altliotig-h  the  cp^^ratioit 
ma^'^have  been  fuilowcd  by  a  picu iilul 
application  of  the  aet«nl  nrnthir  n— ta  ■  i 
Amputation  of  the  member  upon  irisich 

the  disease  is  f^ituatcd,  and  ;ir  n  suffi- 
cient distance  from  the  disease,  is  herr 
too  frequently  the  ouly  remedy :  it  hau* 
frequently  snoeeeded  when  extirpataoD 
of  die  tumor  has  failed ;  but  fur  such  wm 
apparently  inconsiderable  dtsea^  a  pa- 
tient will  rarely  listen  to  such  a  pro. 
posal. 

How  may  this  variation  in  the  elleoln 

be  accounted  for?    Simply,  I  br]l<  ve, 
by  a  reference  to  the  orig-in  of  the  <li^ 
eaae.    When  this  disease  afiects  tiif 
bead  or  face,  it  is  usually  a  cou'.'^enital 
disease;  and  when  cot)  genital,  wnaterer 
mav  be  it^  seat,  thi«;  disf  asi  is  nuich  less 
serious   than    when   accideutalh'  pro- 
duced.   This  tissue,  when  accidentally 
developed,  will  frequently  resist  tfie  em- 
ployment of  those  means  apparently  tlie 
oest  ada])ted  f()r  its  cnre,  and  this  is  es- 
pecially the  case  when  it  affects  the  ev- 
tremities  of  the  long  bones ;  for  althuug^h 
we  may  amputate  the  member  upon 
which  it  is  seated  even  four  or  five  incnes 
distant  from  the  dismse,  the  disease  will 
frequently  reappear  upon  tlic  stump. 

It  is  not,  therefore,  1  apprehend,  upon 
the  seat  of  the  disease  so  much  as  upon 
the  accidental  production,  that  danger 
appears  to  attend. 

If,  then,  the  tumor  be  merely'  a  slig'bt 
deformity,  or  only  a  Utile  painful,  and 
without  any  disjmsition  to  augment,  I 
would  say  let  it  alone  ;  if  it  <»(  rr!<?ion 
bii'morrhag'es  which  endanger  tiie  lile  of 
t])«  patient,  remove  it  though  you  have 
no  nope  of  cure,  for  you  may  prolong 
the  life  of  your  patient.  Again,  I  woula 
sav,  wlien  these  tumors  are  small  and 
circumscribed,   their  excision  is  easy 
widmut  danger,  and  idmofit  always  suc- 
cessful ;  but  when  they  are  larg^e  or  dif- 
fused, their  eztiipation  is  diffieuU  and 
daitgerous. 

Tnere  are  a  certain  number  of  these 
tnmon  wfaieb,  when  congenital,  are  not 
subject  to  increase ;  they  present  aspeeies 
of  fringed  circle,  presenting-  the  cen- 
tre the  natural  colour  of  tlie  skin;  they 
not  unfrequently  disappear  uf  tliem- 
selves.  Supposing,  then,  we  have  an 
accidental  tumor  affecting  the  trunk,  and 
from  constatit  bHMiunTliM«rc,  havinp"  a 
tendency  soon  to  cuiupronuse  the  life  of 
the  patient,  we  are  no  doubt  jnstilied  ia 
emleavoaring  lo  remove  it;  and  after 
having  done  so  as  eflfectually  as  we  can, 
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if  wo  still  l>eli*»%'0  tl)c  extirpation  to  be  in- 
coiuj>k'te,  what  shuuid  be  our  next 
anxiety  f  I  ap)>rebeiid  it  thonld  be  to 
exercise  eretj  means  ii^  our  power  to 

preserve  a  suppuration  nrcr  tlie  wliolo 
surface  for  nn  iiidrfinite  tinic.  The  dis- 
ease, I  believe,  never  reappears  at  the 
Mine  point  ;anm  the  pneees  of  cieetri* 
nmtion  is  pro^ssine'.  May  we  not 
lliiis,  )»y  rctardniir  Imfefinitely  this  pro- 
cess^ retard  as  long  the  reappeanuice  of 
the  disease  ? 


CASE  OF  TETANUS. 

l\  Uh  Remarks  on  thg  Division      Kervu  a»  a 
Method  of  Cure. 

Rv  John  AIiukav,  M.!). 
Urpaty  Ii)«peclur-L>i.iural  ot  lloft)iiMb« 


To  the  Editor  nf  the  Medical  Gazette, 

Captor  Good  Hopa. 

On  the  l«t  Januaijr,  1839,  at  noon,  wir- 
geon  Bailey  mentioned  to  me  that  Mr. 

SomniervaiV'  and  he  had  a  case  of  frac- 
tnreofthe  ieg",  with  i^reat  laceration  of 
tlie  integuments,  which  had  become 


tetanic,  and  a  eonsnllation  was  immedi- 
att'1^  held  between  us  upon  it 

Miie  d:irs  previously,  the  patient,  a 
fjuc  stout  )icaithy  Dutch  btiy,  cet.  10, 
had  fallen  from  a  waggon,  and  entan. 
I^cd  his  right  leg  between  the  spokes  of 
one  of  the  \OieAs,  by  which  the  tihia 
and  fibula  were  both  broken  ahout  three 
inches  above  the  ankle,  and  the  integu- 
ments in  iVontdfeadfully  lacerated,  (part 
of  which  was  now  sloughing)  and  the 
tibia  was  laid  bare  to  some  extent  ahove 
tlie  site  of  the  fracture,  although  tiic 
fracture  itself  was  not  actually  a  com- 
pound  one. 

Aiii|)titation  had  been  projuisrd  in  the 
Very  tir>t  instance,  hut  the  father 
objected  to  it.  The  fracturcil  ends  of 
the  bones  had  been  pleeed  in  apposition, 
and  the  limb  laid  on  the  side  in  the  re- 
la\ff1  po-itirtii.  ntif?  (be  j>ali''nf  kcjif  h)W' 
and  quiet,  intianiiiiation  It  iJ  i mi  lii<,''h  ; 
I'et,  coustderintf  all  circunisiuuees,  the 
eg  seemed  to  he  getting  on  as  favour- 
ably  as  could  be  expecte<l  till  the  pre- 
cedini^-  d,iv,  (31stDecen)fu  r.  1832)  when 
it  Was  »»h.scr*ed,  at  dres.sin«^,  to  be  Un- 
as ally  tender,  treniuloiis,  and  inclined 
to  start,  which,  boirerer,  was  lilUc  no. 
sliced  w  attended  to  .at  the  lime;  and  it 


i 


was  not  till  4  o'clock  a.m.  of  this  day, 
that  it  waa  dlscu>cred,  on  bis  gt^tting 
tome  water  to  drink,  that  be  waa  affect- 
ed vvitli  incipient  tetanus,  vis.  with  great 
difficulty  in  o]>eiiin>»-  his  jaws,  and  stiff- 
ness of  his  iieek,  whicli  syinptonis  wvre 
attributed  by  his  relatives  to  his  having 
periiape  been  exposed  to  a  enmnt  of 
cold  air  during  the  night,  or  to  his  bar* 
ing-  been  much  disturhe<l  hy  Tioise  in  tbo 
street,  niu!  in  the  adjoining  iiotisc. 

An  opiate,  containing  forty  drops  of 
laudanum,  bad  been  given  in  the  morn- 
ing early,  and  repeated  befoia  I  saw 
him  ;  and  a  terehinthinate  enema  had 
bi'en  adminiittered,  but  without  any  bene* 
fit.  The  bowels  bad  been  freely  opened 
the  I  receding  day ;  the  pulse  was  fanr* 
ried,  (110)  but  not  hanl;  thirst  great; 
pers]>iration  ro]>ious;  intellect  clenr 

Oil  examination  of  the  leg,  lie  com- 
plained of  its  being  rerr  tender  and 
painful,  chiefly  about  the  knee;  it  start- 
ed frequt'iitly,  and  this  was  attended 
with  a  simultaneous  ])ain  in  the  chest 
and  neck,  and  spasnuMlic  contraction  of 
tiie  muscles  of  tM  neck,  so  that  his  bead 
was  pulled  bsekwaids.  The  injuiy  of 
the  leg,  howcvrr,  was  so  extensive  that 
we  could  not  know  w  hat  particular  nerve 
or  nerves  might  be  under  irritation. 

Intbe  ham  we  found  the  iiiterumenta 
also  so  much  bruised,  superflciaTly  lace- 
rated, and  tender,  that  we  could  !»nt  ev- 
amiiic  the  parts  freely ;  hut  the  skin  of 
the  hack  part  of  the  leg,  over  the  gas» 
trociK mil  moaeles,  was  sound,  mdiiot 
painful  on  pressure. 

Our  attention,  therefore,  was  tunieil 
to  consider  the  nerves  of  the  lacerute<l 
integuments  on  the  anterior  part  of  the 
leg  as  tbeprindpal  seat  of  imution  ;  in 
consequence  of  which  we  decided  on 
dividing  the  nervus  sapheiius  at  tlie 
knee,  which  is  the  mmn  branch  supply- 
ing tiiese  ])arts,  and  this  was  done  ae- 
conlingly.  This  nerve  seenieil  enlarge4l 
and  reel,  arul  the  patient  pxpcrience<l 
^^txi  pain  w  hile  incising  lhepart*<  about 
It ;  but,  on  its  heinjr  divided,  be  aaid  he 
was  quite  relieved  Ironi  the  j^iain  he  jire- 
vionslv  eM?n]daiTii'(I  rsf  in  }jis  rlir^t  and 
neck,  ami  tin'  startini^  ot  the  linih  ceased 
for  a  time.  The  tri^imus,  however,  re- 
mained the  same  aa  berore.  We  than 
cauteriied  ^e  lacerated  parta  with  a 
stronn-  8(dution  of  argentuin  nitratum  ; 
and  as  he  said  he  felt  sleepy,  he  was  left 
with  directions  to  be  Kept  perfectly 

iiiiet ;  but  at  the  end  of  an  noor,  it  was 
mnd  that  he  had  got  no  Rleep,.and  that 
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all  lUe  letauic  s^mptoiuA  were  as  bad  a» 
before. 

Amputation  was  ag-aiii  thought  of, 
but  rcjectt'd  for  ihr  n  asoiis  that  it  w.is 
opuoMKl  by  tbc  lather  i  tbat  experience 
haa  prored  it  to  be  m  rtnedj  little  to  be 
depended  upon ;  and  that  the  patient's 
dt  :ith  would  no  doubt  be  attributed  to 
it  bf  the  relatives^  if  it  were  performed 

witLoUt  8UCC<»S. 

The  jdiTittOD  of  that  bmuUe  of  nenrotn 
fibne  in  the  bun,  termed  the  ponliteal 
nerve,  was  then  seriously  ng-ilateil ;  but 
afl  it  was  coniiiUered  that  tUia  operation 
would  interrupt  nearly  the  whole  suppljr 
of  nervous  iafluenee  to  the  lef^,  and 
thereby  probabl;^  prevent  tlie  chance  of 
the  cure  of  it  bempf  eflfcrtril,  should  the 
tetanus  be  arrested, 'Wi*  thought  at  the 
time  (perhaps  enoneeiLHly)  thai  we  weie 
not  sufficientl  J  authorised  to  perform  it ; 
and  it  was,  therefore,  nc^Tced  to  trust  to 
the  eHect  of  the  gfenerai  rem^es  moat 
usual] J  recommended. 

Two  drops  of  croton  oil  were  liiat 
given*  witb  a  view  to  clear  the  intesti- 
nal cannl;  o])ium  and  efinty^linr  were 
aftenvards  libt-rally  admiiu^iU-red,  and 
two  encniata  were  given  at  an  interval 
of  five  hours,  each  containing  3}.  of  tar- 
trate of  antimony  in  four  ounces  of 
watfr.  huf  witliont  prodiicirig  the  least 
remisMou  ol  tiie  syniptonis. 

2d  Januaiy.—f  he  di§ease  having  con- 
tinued gradually  to  increaso  to  complete 
opisthotonos,  and  see  in  ilic  njelantMicdy 
agitated  Htate  of  the  shattered  limb,  our 
prognosis  was  now  most  unta\oiiriible. 
The  pulse  bad  got  up  to  14D,  and  was 
nucb  imxeasea  in  frequency  during 
every  access  of  spastn,  hut  wji-^  not  irre- 
gular. Now,  at  the  same  time  that  sti- 
mulating embrocalious  were  applied  to 
the  spine,  the  efl*eet  of  tobacco,  m  vari- 
ous ways,  was  tried  for  the  greater  part 
of  this  day,  viz.  hy  the  month,  hy  ene- 
ma, aud  by  cataplasm  to  the  stomach 
and  jaws,  as  well  as  to  the  wounds ;  but 
although  very  severe  sickness,  and  great 
reduction  in  the  strength  of  the  pulse 
were  produced,  the  tetanic  symptonis 
were  nut  at  all  mitigated;  and  I  may 
mention  tbat  vomiting  did  not  suner- 
yene,  though  the  bow^  were  openen  br 
it.  He  was  afterwards  ordf  n  d  as  much 
wine  as  he  could  drink,  and  opium  was 
again  Ubed  to  mitigate  his  sufferings, 
but  the  disease  was  not  to  be  arresteoT 

dd.— >He  lingered  out  this  day  in  a 
most  distressing'  state-,  being  unnhle  to 
swallow,  receiv  ing  perhap«  little  benefit 


from  injections  ofbrotb^  and  apparently 
no  ease  from  the  opiate  remedies  that 
were  continued  to  hf.  administered,  and 
he  di«7l  In  the  evening  abtuit  9  oVloek. 

4th,  8  A.M.— The  father  would  only 
consent  to  a  cursory  examination  of  tile 
limb,  which  was  obsen'cd  to  have  be- 
come livid.  On  disseeting  the  ]>arts 
ahodt  the  groin,  the  ("eiuornl  irlmids  were 
luuud  much  enlarged,  and  of  a  livid 
colour.  The  crural  and  saphena  veins 
were  of  natural  ujincarancc ;  thefomoral 
artery  was  of  a  darker  cohuir  than  nstinl ; 
the  crural  nerve  was  natural ;  the  long 
cutaneous  branch,  or  nervns  saphenus, 
was  red  forabouthalf  an  inch  above  where 
we  divided  it,  and  it  was  so  also  l>el(MV  . 
tlx*  division  ;  hut  most  of  its  ramiHca. 
iioas  were  soon  lost  in  tlie  lacerated  in- 
teguments. 

We  then  examined  the  state  of  the 
pojilitcal  nen  e.  The  iiitcf^ufnents  of  th»» 
nam  over  it  were  lacerated  nnd  hruise<i, 
and  its  sheath,  or  proper  membrane,  was 
highly  injected^  with  blood,  wbieh 
might  have  arisen  Irom  the  inflame<I 
state  of  the  integuments;  yet,  from  this 
downwards,  the  nerve  was  remarkably 
red  in  all  its  ramifications  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  fracture.  Its  external 
branch,  however,  which  runs  superfi- 
cially on  the  gastroenouiiiis  nuisrle,  was 
of  a  natural  white  shining  a]>^)eara]ice. 
We  considered  some  of  the  ramificatioos 
to  be  enlarged.  The  state  of  the  frac- 
ture was  foinid  to  he  a  roniminuted  one, 
and  the  museular  ]iMrfs  nhf>ut  it  were 
(|uUc  black,  from  indanimation  aud  from 
being  injected  witb  extravasated  blood. 

Rfflfcttons. — Tlie  primary  injury 
of  the  limb  was  so  great  in  lliis  case, 
tliat,  even  if  tetanus  bad  not  super- 
vened, there  was  scarcely  a  chance  of 
its  being  saved.  Tlie  first  proposal  for 
its  amputation,  which  vv;is  not  aeeeded 
to  by  the  father,  would  therefore  have 
been  the  best  mode  of  treatment ;  but  a 
surgeon  is  obliged  to  3'ield,  although 
his  )»i(li^ment  tells  him  tliat  there  is  dau- 
ei'Y  III  endeavotiring  to  save  a  shattere<l 
limb,  when  the  patient  insists  on 
giving  it  a  chance. 

When  tetanic  symptoms  arise  from 
tlie  irritntion  ef  wounded  nencs,  and 
the  source  of  tlie  irritation  is  very  ex- 
tensive and  decp-dcate<l,  as  doubtless 
was  the  case  here,  cx-]>erienoe  assures 
us  tliat  there  is  no  probability  of  curint^ 
the  disease  by  internal  medicines  or  ex- 
ternal appUcatious ,  for  it  wotdd  appear. 
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that  while  the  local  cause  exists  and  U10 
irritated  nerves  remain  undivided,  the 
norbitl  influence  continues  to  be  pro- 
pagated aion^  then!  to  the  ffcnera!  ner- 
vous system,  and  kcepti  up  tlie  derange- 
ment of  it^  functions;  thus  rendering 
the  effect  of  such  treatment  entirely  nu- 
gatory, and  the  result  invariably  fatal. 

In  regtird  to  amputation  as  a  remedy 
iu  such  caj»es,  we  should,  indeed,  con- 
ceive that  it  might  have  acbanoe  of  auc- 
cess,  if  performed  inttantty  on  the  lint 
decided  symptoms  of  tr-tanus  appearing ; 
butif  asinjnrleday  beallowed  to  passorer, 
nay,  a  few  hours,  then  experience  iiasl  ally 
*  afaewn  that  it  ia  generally  of  no  arail — 
the  nerrons  ayat^  ha  v  i  n  already  eome 
iindfr  a  statf'  of  great  irntatiou,  on  its 
incurring  such  an  additional  shock  from 
this  severe  operation,  aeema  to  have  the 
morbid  impressions  aggrarated  thereby, 
and  to  be  hurried  into  ^Tcutf^r  disease, 
rather  than  to  be  relieved  and  jioothed  ; 
but,  without  atuuiptitig  to  account  (or 
the  cause  4^  ita  fainire,  it  is  enough  to 
say  that  instances  of  recovery  aiVer  am- 

J>utati«'T)  !ire  so  very  rare,  that  its  per- 
brmance  is  not  to  be  encouraged,  and 
some  other  mode  of  treatment  must  be 
devised  for  sucoesa. 

When  the  nerve  under  irritation  can 
be  distingui'ilHd  with  certainty,  and 
when  iti  mviuon  between  the  seat  of  in- 
jury and  the  sensoriom  can  be  safely 
cfleeted,  this  operation  certainly  seems 
most  worthy  01  trial,  r\nA  fMijrht  to  be 
ut  into  enecutiun  vuihout  delay ;  and 
mufit  confess,  tiiat  after  seeing  tiie 
state  of  the  parts  in  the  forementioned 
patient,  I  regretted  exceedingly  that  we 
Lad  not  divided  the  popliteal  nerves 
within  an  hour  after  the  nnt  operation. 
I  MB  now  oonviiued  that  our  reason  for 
not  doing  so  was  not  a  valid  one ;  its 
worst  effrct  would  probably  have  only 
been  a  temporary  paralysis  of  tho  leg, 
and  even  li  ii  }jaa  caused  permanent 
pjiralysis,  or  the  \mR  of  Uie  limb,  pro- 
vided it  had  cured  the  tetanus  and  sav^ 
the  lift'  f>r  the  boy,  it  would  have  been 
valuable  J  and  had  it  been  performed 
bare,  itwonldhavepat  die  value  of  the 
remedy  fully  to  the  test  ataU  evenu,  and 
thereby  afforded  important  information 
in  regard  to  what  uepcndencc  is  to  be 
placed  on  it.  I  consider,  therefore,  that 
we  are  rather  to  blame  Ibrnothaving  per- 
formed it ;  at  any  rate,  I  should  not  hesi- 
f  ntp,  in  mch  another  desperate  cas€t  Xodu 
vide  the  w  hole  nerve  of  a  limb,  rather  than 
379.— XII. 


aJluw  tlic  patient  to  die  \«ithout  giving 
this  operation  a  fair  trial ;  for,  as  lar  as 

I  know  at  present,  I  think  it  was  the 

most  likrly,  if  not  the  only  remedial, 
means  which  aH'orded  him  a  chance  of 
recovery. 

I  am  still,  then,  in  the  hone  that  a 

liglit  has  been  thrown  njpon  tnc  patho- 
lo}ry  and  treatment  of  this  hitherto  most 
fatal  disease,  by  luy  iiepiiew's  success, 
ful  case  in  the  Pattison^'*  in  which  he 
divided  the  nawB  supplying  the  injuied 
parts  vi  hh  such  apparently  instantanc* 
ons  benelit;  and  altliough  the  j)resent 
was  one  of  a  complicated  and  untoward 
nntttie,  in  which  it  beeune  a  deUcato 
question  to  follow  yp  his  idea  to  the  fidk 
extent,  and  to  deeide  upon  and  execute 
the  cutting  otf  the  whole  nervoua 
communication  ^  between  the  injured 
limb  and  sensorium,  as  in  his  clear  case, 
yet,  as  I  have  said  before,  I  now  think  thia 
liiif^^ljt  have  been  done  here,  and  be  safe- 
ly carried  to  the  fullest  extent  iu  despe. 
rate  cases,  as  we  are  then  wamntea  to 
employ  the  most  powerful  remedies  if 
the}'  hold  out  any  hope  whatever  of  suc- 
cess ;  anil,  in  such  hopeless  diseases,  the 
old  maxim,  melius  anceps  remcdium 
quam  nullum,"  certainly  urges  us  to  try 
something  new  in  the  bad  cases  of  trau- 
matie  tetanus,  as  it  is  but  too  well 
known  Uiat  none  of  the  medicines  and 
plans  hitherto  devised  for  its  cure  de- 
serve to  be  considered  of  much  value; 
on  the  contrary,  I  believe  that  patients 
often  (lie  soom  r  from  their  influence 
than  if  tiicv'  were  entirely  Icftlo  nature. 

As  to  the  pathology  of  tetanus,  it 
8<>cms  generally  agreed  that  the  disease 
consists  essentially  in  a  deranf^cment  of 
the  functions  of  the  nervous  system: 
but  it  IS  extraordinary  that  we  shoulcl 
still  be  in  doubt  whether  the  spasmodic 
muscular  actions  arise  from  a  state  of 
increa^sed  or  of  diminished  nervous 
energy — 1.  e,  whether  the  nervous  in- 
fluence be  unduly  excited  orunduljr  de- 
pressed ;  and  hence  it  is  that  there  is  so 
much  vaeillancy  in  the  mode  of  prac- 
tice, and  that  remedial  means  of  a  dia- 
metrically opposite  nature  continue  to 
be  tried  (as  if  experimentally)  for  its  * 
curr.  This  is  an  im  portant  question  for 
physiologists  to  solve. 
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ON  THE  UTILITY  OF  ARSENIC  IN 
CHOROIDITIS. 

By  William  Mackenzie, 
LaavrtrovtlMEjc  lotbe  Unlrcnlty  of  GUsffOW. 


Tn  disease  to  which  I  have  given  the 
name  of  Choroiditis,  but  which  perhaps 
might  be  more  properly  called  Scterotico^ 
ekoroiditis,  may  readily  be  diidiiginibed 
hy  ike  following  symptoms 

1.  Varicose  dilatation  of  one  or  more 
of  the  arteries  derived  from  the  recti 
muscles*,  the  enlara^d  artery  or  arteries 
codiiiff  In  e  tnoad  ush  of  amaU  reaiela 
Bear  tEe  edge  of  the  cornea.  It  may  he 
the  arteries  from  the  upper,  lower,  outer, 
or  inner  side  of  the  eye,  which  are  thug 
affected.  The  upn«r  and  outer  sides, 
luiweTcr,  are  more  liable  than  die  Inner 
or  lower. 

Fig.  l.«»F1nt  or  inflammatofy  stage  of 

choroiditis. 


2.  Under  these  vessels,  the  sclerotica 
has  at  first  tlie  appearance  of  being 
duekened,  but  alter  a  time  is  evidently 
thinned,  so  as  to  allow  the  dark  choroid 
to  shine  through  it,  of  a  livid  colour. 

8.  By  and  by  a  protrusion,  or  several 
separate  protrusions  erf" the  ehiDroid,  ^e 
pwoe,  through  the  extenuated  sderotiea ; 
a  symptom  to  ^^l)ich  the  term  jelvrotie 
staphyloma  has  been  applied. 

Fig.  a^Second  or  staphylonatoas  stage 

of  choroiditis. 


•  The»e  nrlerles  STt  MTtn  In  number;  two 

{trocccding  from  Ultrsetusiuperior.  two  from  the 
Dfvrtor.  two  tnm  Ihc  laHnas,  sM  MS  Ikssi  Um 
cxtaraitt. 


ture  moving  towards  the  affected  portion 
of  the  choroid,  ia  aoneeaaea  ao  mnch  as 
to  be  placed  behind  the  edge  of  the  cor- 
nea.   This  symptom  is  not  constant, 

5,  Specks  of  tne  coniea,  especially  to- 
wards the  edge  next  the  affected  part  of 
the  sderodca  and  choroid.  (See  Figa. 
I  and  2.) 

6.  U  completely  uncontrolled,  the 
disease  ends  in  g'eneral  enlargement  and 
protrusion  of  the  eye,  the  cornea  bte- 
comin^  totally  opaque,  the  whole  sclero- 
rica  thinned,  ana  the  choroid  exposed  ;  so 
that  the  eye  is  of  a  deep  blue  colour, 
with  Taricose  vesseb  streaming  over  it. 

After  trying  in  thoa  opfathalinia  manj 
remecUea,  most  of  which  failed  in  pfo» 
during"  any  effect,  I  have  found  one 
which  has  proved  decidedly  useful.  I 
am  anxious  that  other  practitioners 
ahould  trr  it  It  la  die  aneniate  of 
potass.  1  began  to  use  this  medicine  iii 
cases  of  choroiditis,  at  the  Glasgow  Eye 
Infirmary,  in  April  1830,  and  under  iu 
influence  upon  this  disease,  I  hare  hod 
the  satisfacUon,  in  anomberof  inatanoea, 
to  observe  the  raricose  vessel'?  to  shrink, 
the  blueness  to  become  wliiter,  the  hu- 
mour of  the  sclerotica  and  choroid  to 
fall,  and  the  patients  health  and  visioa 
to  improve.  The  dose  with  which  I 
have  generally  commenced  is  the  thirtr- 
second  part  of"  a  grain,  thrice  a  day,  in 
the  form  of  pill.  Of  course,  no  one  will 
expect  a  large  svlcrofie  ttipkyhtmm  t» 
disappear  under  any  treatment:  nor 
must  it  be  sui)po.sed  that  I  propose 
arsenic  as  a  specific  for  choroiditis,  any 
moro  dun,  in  1838,  I  proposed  the  aal. 
phate  of  quina  a.s  a  specific  for  the 
scrofulous  ophtlialmiiE.  Attention  to 
the  g^eneral  health,  and  also  to  the  local 
symptoms,  must  not  be  neglected,  al* 
tnough  the  patient  is  put  upon  a  course 
of  arsenic. 

It  was  not  till  I  had  sticcecded  in 
subduing  several  cai»es  of  long-continued 
choroiditis  by  means  of  thia  medielBe, 
that  I  was  struck  with  the  probabilitj, 
resultintr  from  the  analogy  which  cer- 
tainly may  be  traced  in  some  respects 
between  the  rete  mucosum  and  the  cIm^  . 
foid,  that  the  diaoMea  of  the  one  of 
those  textures  might  be  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  same  remedies  as  those 
of  the  other.  Now  that  I  am  fully 
conrinoed  that  inflammation  of  theeho* 
raid,  one  of  Ae  least  tracUble  oph. 
thalmiee,  is  greatly  benefitted  by  the 
sanif^  medicine  which  exercises  so  power- 
ful an  iufluencc  over  some  of  the  most 
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to<1imi=!  cutaiH^ous  diseases,  I  am  still 
more  led  tu  rcHcct  on  such  iacu»  Uie 
€0iiKeBital  delld«ncT  of  oolouring  mtt- 
ler  in  the  tkin  and  in  the  ehorata  which 
occars  in  the  alhi!i'>,  ?hh!  (o  'inspect  that 
other  points  ot  resemblance  may  pro- 
bably exiat  which  hare  hitherto  escaped 
«bMnratM>ii. 


MEDICAL  STATISTICS. 

>ftOPO8B0  BBOISTKY  OF  TBB  CAUtBt  OF 
DBATB. 

To  the  Editor  of  tkg  Medical  Gazette. 
Sir, 

Your  readers  are  probably  aware  that 
Vt.  Wflka  has  reoentlj,  with  die  eoii'> 
•ettt  of  all  parties  in  the  Hoiue  of  Com- 
mons, olitaiue<I  leavp  to  brin^  in  a  hill 
for  better  regulatiug-  the  registries  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  through- 
out England.  From  this  measure  much 
curious  and  instructire  information  may 
res*«r»!!ably  be  anticipated  in  the  depart- 
ment of  medical  statistics.  To  obtain 
die  gieateit  oiumttiBi  of  benellt  fiom 
this  proposed  bin,  is  lurelr ,  desirmhle ; 
antl  It  is  on  that  ac^oMiit  T  venture  to 
address  you.  My  object  is,  to  impress 
upon  the  legislature  tbe  propriety  of  iu- 
efuding  in  niie  bill  the  mechamoD  ne- 
cessary for  registering  the  causes  of 
death ;  in  other  words,  of  extending 
throughout  En^laud,  and  giving  a  le- 
gisUttFO  ranetloQ  to,  the  system  now 
pursAed  m  die  Lonflon  biltt  mor- 
tality. 

To  shew  the  reaisonablcness  and  pro- 
bable advantages  of  such  a  design,  may 
beoonudered  perhaps  superfhious;  ne- 
vertheless, I  cannot  avoid  mentioning  a 
few  facts,  by  way  of  i]ln>*tTation.  In 
the  extensive  parish  iu  which  I  reside 
(Marylebone),  not  ineloded  tn  die  bills 
df  mortality,  there  are  no  searchers,  nor 
Bny  means  of  ascertaining-  the  disf^nses 
of  which  the  parishioners  die,  otherthan 
is  afl'urdcd  by  casual  couversation  at  the 
burying.gvoand.  Tbe  immber  of  deaths 
from  the  1st  January,  1833,  to  the  pre- 
sent day,  ejcceeds  by  60  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  last  Tptur,  when  cholera 
was  among  vs!  Tbe  dweaiies  wbicb 
appew  mm  to  be  in  tbe  ascendant,  are, 
innammrition  of  the  lutigs,  small  pox, 
measles,  and  hooping-cough}  but  the 
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parochial  authorities,  with  the  most 
praiseworthy  readiness  and  wen  anxiety 
to  forward  my  views,  are  unable  to  give 
any  details  as  to  the  eomparatiTe  mor- 
tality, at  the  !)!  ( «?f  tit  time,  of  those  four 
disorders.  This  surely  needs  correc- 
don,  more  especially  wheu  the  meaus  of 
eorreetioB  are  neither  diffienlt  in  dengn 
nor  in  eiecution. 

T  a?n,  sir, 
1  our  ubedicut  servant, 

Gbobob  Oeboobt. 

M,  Wtynoafb-stiMl^ 
ManJiaq,  188S. 


SINGULAR  RECOVCRY  FROM 
ACUTE  RHEUMATISM. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

Apill  1, 18S8. 

Sir, 

In  the  space  of  a  few  mouths  a  family 
consisting  of  four  daughters,  hare  each 
successively  been  attacked  with  small- 
pox, meiisles,  and  scarlet  fever,  two  of 
them  subsequently  sufferinygp  from  acute 
rheomatism.  It  u  not  dus  rapid  mg- 
cession  of  disease,  strange  as  it  may  ap- 
pear, that  has  led  to  this  communica- 
tion; the  siugular,  I  may  say  the 
extraordinary,  termination  of  one  of  the 
cases,  induces  me  to  record  it. 

The  eldest  daughter,  after  i^corering 
from  a  very  severe  attack  of  scnrlin  fe- 
ver, exposed  herself  to  the  prevailing 
weather  of  last  month.  An  attack  of 
fhenmadsm  was  the  conseijoence.  Dnr- 
ing  four  days  the  ppeneral  excitement, 
and  the  local  alfections,  were  far  from 
moderate ;  on  the  fifth  morning  (about 
ten  o'cIocIe)  I  found  her  in  the  deepest 
sleepy  into  which  state  she  had  suddenly 
fallen  while  drinking  some  tea  al)out 
eight  o  clock.  I  learnt  that  tbe  uij^ht 
bad  been  pacsed  in  eveij  diaoomwrt, 
and  that  Rhe  had  graduallj  beoonw  per- 
£Bctly  deaf. 

It  was  with  ^[reat  difficulty  I  awoke 
her ;  but  on  doing  so  there  was  perfect 
consoionsness.  In  a  second  the  sleep 
again  overi)owered  her,  and  in  this  state 
<<he  remained  until  half-past  five  in  the 
afternoon,  when  she  awoke,  hearing 
distinctly,  and  the  rbeumade  affeedon 
gone.   She  has  rapidly  recovered. 

That  this  sudden  cessation  of  disease 
was  the  eflect  of  one  of  those  efl'orts  of 
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the  coTistitntioT!  wliith  occasionally 
awake  our  surprise,  aud  utterly  luock 
OUT  iiowefH  of  iuitauou,  I  cAn  scairceljr 
lur  a  moment  question. 

I  am,  sir, 
Yoiur  obedient  scrratit, 

Hknuy  Geobos. 

PUlUmore  PUct«  KviM^ogtoiu 


«  LONDON  UNIVEBSirY." 


To  th§  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
8i«, 

The  establislimpnt  of  tbe  London  Uni- 
ver«:ilv  onLj-irint^nl  in  n  principle  wbicb 
appears  to  me  to  be  founded  on  reason 
ana  common  mom.  Man^penontof 
properljand  ictpectability,  amounting 
to  a  very  lar<»"e  proportion  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  country,  object  to  sub- 
scription to  the  thirty-nine  articles,  and 
tbej  see  no  reason  why  a  person  should 
lie  iwerented  from  taking*  a  degree  in 
laws^  arts,  or  medicine,  without  heinpf 
required  to  bign  a  tesit  of  their  reli|pous 
cned.  Tbey  probably  woold  not  ob- 
ject, either  for  their  chiMfen  or  them^ 
selves,  to  attend  prayers  moming"  and 
evening,  aceording  to  the  liturgy  of 
the  church  of  England,  if  that  were 
all ;  bat  Aat  they  should  be  compelled 
to  sutMcribe  to  articles  of  belief  which 
involve  a  tfreat  ?nt4Tiv  jioint**,  as  to  the 
iuterpretatiou  of  whtcii  cnurchuien  them- 
aelTes  are  not  agreed,  is  as  repugnant 
to  their  pnnciplea  aa  it  b  opposed  to 
sound  sense  and  reason  :  and  \ft  this 
has  been  made  tlie  bar  to  adunshion  to 
tlie  highest  honours  uf  the  profession, 
and  the  College  of  Physiciaot  refnae 
{it  it  said  in  the  very  face  of  the  statute) 
to  admit  as  Fellows  any  one  who  lias  not 
graduated  at  Oxford  aud  CamiAridge. 

When  the  chain  of  medicine  and 
philosophy,  at  Edinburgh,  were  filled 
by  Black,  C'ulleu,  an<l  Oregtiry,  Plav- 
fair,  I-<slie,  and  Dufl^ald  Stuart,  its 
school  \vai>  justly  eon.«idered  the  iirst  in 
Europe^  sfM  thousands  flocked  to  its 
walls  to  be  educated  in  the  science  of 
medif*inp;  hut  of  Fdinburjfh  now,  it 
may  be  suid  that  its  lustre  is  tarnished 
and  its  sjdeudour  bccimMled.  Although, 
however,  the  London  schools  of  m^i- 
(une  are  now  aupcrior,  both  in  theory 
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and  practice,  othI  m  ihf'  opportunitien 
they  afturd  for  Lht  ;i  (|iii'^iduii  of  know- 
ledge, a  young  man  iuuHt  go  to  Scot- 
land tor  a  mMieal  diploma,  neCwitb- 
standing  that  the  sources  of  informatioii 
are  as  pure,  as  abundant,  and  -as  scien- 
tific, many  hundred  miles  nearer  home. 
I  have  a  relative  whoee  father  objects  to 
enhecrtbe,  and  be  hiniMlf  professes  the 
same  opinions.  He  has  studied  for  x\vn 
years  at  Cambridge,  but  this  is  of  no 
avail  in  bniignig  him  any  nearer  tJie 
degree  of  M.B. ;  he  most  now  study  for 
fimr  years  at  Edinburgh,  and  then  will 
be  fmn«»"ed  to  come  to  London  to  sec 
hospital  practice.  To  be  sure  it  may 
be  more  prudent,  perhaps,  to  subscribe 
first  and  see  the  objection  to  the  artiden 
afterwards, — as  is  done  by  your  talented 
contributor  Maxilh  :  but  I  leave  if  to 
others  to  decide  which  is  the  more  ho- 
neat^be  who  saerifices  foture  pnxqicctn 
on  account  of  his  principles,  or  be  who 
first  attains  all  he  wantshycompromisinff" 
his  priiiei|)h's,  and  then  beg^ins  to  feel 
and  express  strongly  enough  the  force 
of  the  <N>jeetionB. 

These  were  the  evils  which  premed, 
and  still  press,  upon  f])o^e  who  were  the 
founders  of  the  London  University. 
The  King's  College  followed  in  ita  wake, 
hot  ita  establishment  was  based  on  a 
very  unworthy  and  illiberal  jealousy*. 
*•  Kelig-ious  in^^truction"  was  the  cant 
term  employed  to  excite  Ci»ulributious, 
although  every  one  who  inqnires  into 
the  meri  s  of  the  two  institutions  will 
find,  that,  as  to  real  relififion,  there  is 
quite  as  much  at  one  institution  a.s  the 
other:  and,  indeed,  we  maygo  faitbcr, 
and  assert,  that  in  the  ImiTenitica 
of  Oxford  and  ranibridffc,  no  one  will 
accuse  their  ahnniii  of  being  rij^hteous 
overmuch;  a  love  of  dash,  and  taste  for 
dissipation,  are  much  moie  general  ae* 
quirenients :  so  that,  ctrteris  paribus^ 
an  impartial  person  would  be  inelinod 
to  decide  raiiier  in  favour  of  the  religion 
and  monda  of  the  young  man  educated 
at  Edinburgh  tlian  of  the  one  educated 
at  the  Engmb  Uium  r-iiies. 

If^  then,  as  to  relig-icui,  morals,  sci- 
entific education,  aud  practical  experi- 
ence.  the  balanee  is  by  no  meanade. 
cidedly  against,  but  ratiier  in  favour  of^ 
an  extTa-cfd!ei,riate  education,  the  found, 
crs  of  the  London  University  were  right 
in  endeaTonnng  to  establish  a  sclmol 
of  general  science  nf .  i  ili  ir     n  doors. 

The  coniae  that  has  been  taken  by 
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the  Meclir:il  Gazette  lina  disappointed 
manj  of  its  iViends  and  readers; — al- 
ways "  damning  with  faint  praise,"  it 
now  openly  «iuts  in  its  disasters ;  and 
it  has  adopted  the  tone  and  spirit  of  the 
partizan  rather  than  the  impsrtialitj  of 
the  candid  journalist. 

The  I>ondon  University  was  not  esta- 
blished as  a  medical  school  only,  or 
principall  V-  Its  nirdical  (  hisses  liave 
far  outstripped  the  literary  ones  cer- 
tainly ;  but  this  was  by  no  means  anti- 
cipated, or  ealenlatad  on,  or  tl^y  would 
have  broil  more  careful  to  haveproTided 
the  school  with  an  hosjntal.  Tne  <sn|)o- 
riority  of  the  medical  sch<M)l  has  axiscn 
from  the  excellence  of  the  teachers, 
from  the  pains  taken  with  the  pupils, 
the  frequency  of  examinations,  the  ex- 
tent and  copi(»U8nes8  of  the  sev«r;il 
courses,  and  by  the  public  cxhibiiiuu  of 
preninms  and  prises ;  and  tbe  atimidus. 
and  emulation,  which  have  been  ezoitea 
in  the  other  Tnedical  schools,  are  produc- 
tive of  no  ordinary  btiuefit  Nor  is  the 
obtaining*  a  charter  a  circumstance  so 
improbable  as  it  is  attempted  to  shew. 
The  fact  is  that  the  charter  has  actually 
lon^  since  received  the  royal  si<jfn  ma- 
nual 'y  and  if  it  had  arrived  from  Brigh 
toir  on  a  sealing-  day,  tbe  cbarter  would 
be  at  this  moment  m  operation ;  on  for- 
tunately, however,  a  day  intervened,  ami 
on  that  day  a  letter  wa«  received  from 
the  Chancellor  of  the  University  of 
Olford,  stating  that  it  was  intended  to 
oppose  the  charter.  Whether  or  no  it 
))e  destined  to  receive  the  seal  at  some 
future  period,  time  uill  shew^  The 
friends  of  tlie  London  UniTenilj^  need 
not  despair  even  yet  of  its  beconung,  at 
no  distant  time,  a  school  of  g'cnemMite- 
rature  and  science.  We  would  exhort 
them,  in  spite  of  the  contemptuous  sneers 
with  which  ther  ave  assailed,  still  to 
pcraevere  in  t£at  object  From  the 
other  medical  sehools  thev  numt,  of 
course,  expect  opposition  and  rivalry' ; 
but  if  they  senlottsly  persevere,  they 
will  doubtless  ultimately  be  suooeasfiil. 
I  an,  sir, 
Tour  obedient  secvaatr 

C  •  * 

P.8.-—It  is  fSur  to  add  that  I  am  nei- 
ther directly  nor  indirectly  connected 
with  any  of  the  insritutions  to  which  T 
have  alluded,  and  that  I  am  not  perso- 
nally one  of  those  who  object  to  the  test 
required  by  the  universities. 


[We  have  left  out  a  pnragraph  at  the 
beginning  ot  the  preceding  letter,  which 
we  considersd  unoonrteous,  and  which,  if 
we  chose  to  be  punctilious,  might  have 
warranted  us  in  excluding- the  whole; 
the  writer,  besides,  has  not  fnvoiirf>d  us 
with  his  namej  but  as  we  have,  mother 
respects,  no  possible  objection  to  the 
publication  of  the  letter,  we  will  not. 
stand  upon  ceremony. 

Onr  correspondent  does  not  do  us  jus- 
tice, if  he  means  to  aim  a  shaft  at  us,  in 
noticing  the  ^  prificiple"  upon  which 
the  "  Oni\ersity'*  "  as  founded  ;  for  wo 
never  either  adv(»ratf»d  suhscriptio!)  tf»  the 
"  articles,"  nor  hav  e  weeveronce  meddled 
with  the  religion  or  irreligion  of  the 
place  which  m  upholds.  £id  itfbrllier 
fii^vms  to  us  perfectly  idle  in  our  corres- 
pondent to  introduce  mention  ot  the  Uni* 
versities  and  the  Colle^  of  I'hysicians— 
as  if  what  was  objecttenable  in  them,  or 
in  need  of  reform,  aflbrded  tbe  least 
ground  fnr  establishintr  n  '*  University'* 
in  Gowcr-street.  Surely  it  does  not 
follow  that,  because  articles  mmt  either 
be  subscribed  in  this  country,  or  a  degree 
travelled  for  to  Scotland,  'a  jnint-stocb 
company  should  he  all  of  a  sudden  em- 
powi  rod  to  grant  decrees,  or  to  assume 
tbe  title  of  University ;  (an  assumption 
which  wc  always  ridiculed*)  and  if  this 
held  good  at  its  outset,  how  mnch  more^ 
strongly  does  it  hold  now  alter  we  have 
seen  how  the  maehineinr  has  worked  f 

The  reflection  on  King's  College  is 
too  ill-natured  to  be  udrtliyof  notice  — 
indeed,  attributing  unworthy  motives  to 
others  stsems  to  be  the  besetting  sin  of 
our  correspondent ;  and  we  must  add  that 
we  do  not  exactly  sec  the  force  of  the  al- 
lusion  to  the  "  real  religion"  which  is  to 
be  iouud,  or  jiot  to  be  found,  (we  do  not 
know  which)  in  Oower-street^ 

As  to  our  damning  with  faint 
praise"  any  s^et  of  men  or  measures, 
those  whf)  Jcnnw  any  thiTiq-  of  the  Gazette 
are  aware  tiiat  such  a  practice  is  none  of 
ours.  No;  we  never  ncruple  to  ^'damn** 
with  tbe  most  downright  open  censure 
whatever  we  deem  worthy  of  contlrTn- 
nation;  and  when  the  UniversiU," 
or  any  other  place,  renders  kiiclf  oflfen- 
sive  by  the  most  unwarrantable  puffing 
and  humbug -professing  to  do  what  it 
cannot,  ancT  knows  it  cannot,  do — and 
systeiuaticallv  and  openly, pretending  to 
privileges  wbicb  it  ooes  not  enjoy,  and 
excellencies  which  it  does  not  possesSf^* 
we  shall  never  flinrli  from  the  duty  w« 

*  See  VOL  U.  pifcSU;  and  sttbMqttMt  vo1s» 
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owe  tlicjpuUlic  to  exj|M>be  sucb  impudent 
assumption  It  is  ntibcr  too  hte  fiir  our 
correspondent  to  talk  of  the  *'  superio- 
rity" of  tlic  Gower-street  school,  as  to 
the  fulness,  Vc  of  the  rmirscs  there: 
where  was  he  a  few  moiuiis  back  when 
we  adjusted  this  daim,  in  the  teeth  of 
>^  professor  of  medicine,  by  ptoTtOff 
even  to  demonstration  that  the  pupils 
of  the  "  University,"  so  far  from  en- 
joying- advantages  over  those  in  all 
otijcr  schools,  possess  cren  less  than 
those  in  some,  in  point  of  the  "  extent 
and  copiou^nt'ss  of  tin*  sovornl  courses," 
and  otoer  sources  of  medical  educatiou. 

With  ngaid  to  eznltiag^  in  the 
said  Unireraity's  **disastera**'»we  thank 
our  correspondent  for  the  word — not 
**  exulting',"  for  that  we  have  never 
done — we  have  merely  told  the  truth ; 
but  because  be  has  the  candoor  to  admit 
what  we  alone,  upon  the  showings  of  the 
Council,  and  in  despite  of  interested 
couoter-statements,  tliought  it  right  to 
lay  before^  tibe  jpublic,  namely,  that 
the  place  is,  ana  has  been,  laboming^ 
under  "  disasters."  The  cJjartcr  anec. 
dote  is  good,  but  rather  overdone; 
aud  as  for  the  conclusion  of  the 
letter,  it  being*  matter  of  tasto,  and  no 
doubt  kindly  meant,  we  shall  not  inter- 
ff-Tf  with  it :  neither  shall  we  meddle 
w  iih  the  postscript,  for  it  is  of  not  tlio 
least  consequence  with  reference  to  the 
argoment^whcther  Mr.  C*x  is  a  pro. 
piietor  or  nold— En.  Gas.] 

MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

6aturdaif,  April  6, 1833. 

**  Licet  omnlbat,  licet  etlam  mlbl,  dignlutcn 
Artia  M^ttm  tocri  §  poU»ti»  modo  Tcaleadl  la 
paMlcQB  ■t^  dlcsadl  ptrieatana  am  vseaso.** 

Cicaao. 

NOBWICH  JUBT  OF  MATBONS. 

A  TEiALy  of  mom  than  nmial  interest, 
and  inrolving  some  medico-legal  consi- 
detaliims,  has  reoently  taken  {dace  at 
Korwicb.  We  shall  firrtidate  the  lead- 
ing  particulani  and  then  olfer  a  few  re- 
marks. 

Maiy  Wright,  aged  98^  was  indietnd 
fi»r  the  murder  of  her  hnsbnnd  by  poim* 
ing  him  with  aiaenie.  The  symptoms 
of  the  deceised  were  mistaken  by  the 


attending"  surgeon  for  those  of  cholera  ; 
but  suspicion  having*  been  awakened 
after  death,  the  body  was  disinterred, 
and  the  stomach  examined.  Mr.  Crosse, 
the  surg-eon  of  the  Norwich  h()N|)ital,  un- 
dertook llic  palholog-ical  cxamiuatiuu  af 
the  tissues,  while  the  contents  were  sub> 
mitted  to  Uie  analysb  of  Mr.  Bell,  the 
cbevuat.  From  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Croise,  it  appeals  that  the  stoaiaeh  pm* 
sented  incvMsed  Tsseularity,  inflamma- 
tion of  llie  lining  coats,  principally  in 
the  cardiac  portion  and  the  greater  cur. 
Tature  \  that  the  appeamnces,  in  short, 
might  have  been  produced  by  arsenic,1rai 
certainly  that  the  contenta  were  not  audi 
as  would  be  found  in  a  man  who  died 
of  cholera.  Mr.  Bell  tried  the  usual 
liquid  tests,  and  found  that  the  prsaeueo 
of  arsenic  was  indicated  by  them  aU, 
but  he  did  not  reduce  the  metal.   "  I 
used,"  he  said,     every  test  thati  eould 
recollect,  but  I  had  not  a  sufficieat^ttaiii- 
tity  to  produce  arsenic."  The  circnmstsn- 
tial  evidence  respecting  the  buying"  of 
arsriiicby  the  prisoner,  and  the  purcbaseof 
currants  for  the  cake  in  which  the  poison 
was  alleged  to  have  been  exhibited,  and 
the  fli'^roverv  of  cuirants  among  tlie 
contcnt.H  ul  the  stomach,  made  the  case 
for  the  prosecution  as  strong  as  it  could 
Wi  ll  be.    On  behalf  ot  the  prisoner,  an 
atlempt  was  made  to  prove  herinsarjiiy  ; 
but  tLuugh  it  HUb  jait  beyond  a  doubt 
that  she  had  been  occasionally  insane 
after  her  last  confinement,  and  that  in- 
sanity was  in  her  family,  yet  the  pr(>of 
&iled  ia  establishing  her  mental  alieua- 
tioB  about  the  tune  that  the  criminal  act 
was  CQflBodltBd,  The  jury,  aAer  a  short 
oonsuHatioD,  returned  ayeidictof  guilty, 
and  sentence  of  death  was  psased,  to  be 
put  in  elocution  on  the  following  Mon« 
day.  The  trial  took  place  on  Friday. 
Bui  now  ooraes  the  eucumstauce  which 
we  deem  most  rmparkable  in  tUs  trisl. 
The  priKwer^  counsel  put  in  a  plea  of 
pregnancy  in  bar  of  execution,  and  the 
judge  (Ur.  Baron  Bolland)  inmiedialely 
directed  the  sheriff  to  summon  a  jury  of 
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matrons  to  iuquire  iulo  tiie  truth  of  tlie 
plea.  Twelre  married  women  were  ac- 
cordinglj  sworn  to  try  whether  the 
woouui  was  pregrnant  with  a  fuiek  ebOd. 
Tkt&maltiwcjnA  di«  pnaoatr  rtHbtd 
iBto  «  priTAto  dMBiber;  and  in  tlM 
cotine  of  an  hour  retained  into  court, 
and  gave  their  irevdiet  that  the  prisoner, 
Vaiy  Wi%fat,  was  im«  wWk  ckiU, 
Portniialelj,  the  ejrea  of  the  proieinoii  m 
Narwidi  wcM  not  doied  to  the  abauid  na- 
two  of  this  trauaietioii ;  threa  gentlemeii» 
with  the  humanity  whieh  la  seldom  ahaevt 
fiom  minds  of  superior  attainaieBts,  pfo» 
-  cinod  aoeese  to  the  ptisoiier  next  mom* 
ing,  examined  her  professionally,  found 
lier  to  he  pregnant  with  a  quick  child, 
drew  up  a  representation  instantly  for 
the  judge,  to  the  facts  of  which  thej 
were  obliged  to  swear ;  and  the  conse- 
quence is  that  the  woman  stands  re- 
prieved Irom  the  execution  of  her  sen- 
tence. 

Now  li  nuiy  he  f^;\\r]  ihai  i(  remain^  for 
time  aloiir  to  (IcLenniue  v^hono  vcrflicf.  is 
tlie  true  one — that  of  tho  fnatrons  who 
were  casually  and  unexptctetlly  called 
upon  for  au  uptnion — or  of  the  profes- 
sioiiiil  iiiquirers  who  so  ])roiii})tly  took 
the  matter  up,  and  came  to  a  conclusion 
for  the  correctness  of  which  their  repu- 
tation, in  bomc  degree,  stands  pledged. 
There  is  some  truth  in  this,  no  doubt; 
but,  under  the  eircumstaaces,  we  are  ftr 
fiom  being  convineed  thai  it  is  at  all 
unwarrantable  to  forestall  the  e? ent :  the 
probabilities  are  so  clearly  all  one  way, 
that  wo  leel  ounelves  aa  justified  in 
maldng  the  ibUowing  obaervationa  as  if 
the  prisoner  were  already  deliYered  of  a 
fuiek  child. 

Admitting,  for  a  nmoien^  the  compe- 
tence of  a  matron  jniy  to  decide  a  ques- 
tion oq  which  the  fiieor  death  of  a  con- 
victed criminal  depends,  we  must  take 
leave  to  ollW  our  primary  protest  against 
a  power  so  serious  being  entrusted  to  such 
female  stragglers  and  idlers  as  chance 
finds  present  in  a  criminal  coort  onsvdi 


an  occasion.  Such  persona  must  be, 
literally,  loungers  and  idlers;  for  it  is  to 
be  presumed  that  thejury  is  not  formed 
of  the  female  witneiaes  for  the  prosecu. 
tioii  and  the  defenee  the  only  females 
who  hare  business  in  eoufti  and  are 
these  the  mations  or  discreet  women" 
whom  the  law,  imperleet  aa  it  is»  re. 
quirea  fiir  such  apurposef  If  it  be  said 
that  ihe  woman  jury  must  be  got  up 
tirtmmtUMHbMi^w  are  eren  still  more 
at  a  loss^fiir  however  peesible  it  might 
have  been  in  the  dden  time,  and  wo 
greatly  doubt  the  fact,  that  matrensor 
discreel  women*'  should  form  a  part  of 
the  "  common  bystanders**  at  a  trial  for 
murder  in  low  life,  it  must  be  allowed 
that  times  and  manners  have  greatly 
chang^,  and  that  the  fotms  whieh 
prevail  in  society  at  the  present  day  ren- 
der the  Tcry  wording  of  the  law,  aa  it 
stands,  a  dead  letter. 

But  we  do  hr  no  niean«i  admit,  even 
supposing-  that  discreet  in;i(n)ns  could 
be  selected  from  the  rabble  crowd  of  a 
criminal  court  of  justice,  that  such  a  tri- 
bunal is  competent  to  decide  any  such 
question.  We  all  know  the  extraordi- 
nary mistake  s  \vlii(  h  lvcu  the  niajurity 
of  really  di.scn  et  luatrons  will  occa- 
sionally make  concerning  their  own 
condition ;  and  t^hen  wc  come  to  consi- 
der that  the  question  of  pregnancy,  or 
no  pregnancy,  »  often  one  of  the  most 
difficult  that  can  be  submitted  to  the 
aeoomplished  accoucheur,  few,  we  think, 
will  diier  from  us  in  opinion,  that  it  is 
not  exactly  a  question  on  whieh  mere 
matrons,  or  women  however  discreet, 
much  kes  thue  picked  from  a  vulgar 
crowd,  are  fit  to  detennine.  ikadifthts 
be  true  of  the  simple  question  of  preg- 
aanqy,  how  much  more  strongly  should 
the  objection  hold  when  the  vitality  of 
the  fostus  is  conoemed  ? 

The  jury  was  to  try,  we  are  told,  whe- 
ther the  prisoncar  waa  pregnant  of  a 
fmek  child  or  not  We  have  looked 
can^y  into  levetal  repons  of  this 
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trial  wlilch  iMve  been  sent  iie»  woA  we 
BO  where  find  diat  the  jadgn,  or  waj 
other  officer  of  the  court,  gnve  the  women 
any  ehai^  or  instmction  beyond  the 
dry  Toihal  announcement  of  their  duty. 
Now  we  will  ▼enture  to  ear,  that  of  the 
twelve  women  who  formed  the  juiy, 
however  they  contrived  to  be  unanunoos 
In  their  verdict,  no  two  of  them,  per- 
haps,  were  they  sqiarately  examined, 
would  be  found  to  ag^ree  in  the  mean- 
ings of  the  term  quick.  It  is  a  word 
which  lias  undrrf^onr  miifh  mutation 
since  it  was  once  current  in  the  lepfal 
jienae.  No  flonht  those  women  of  expe- 
rience kn<nv  wtU  ciiou^^'-h  tlie  jiarticular 
phenomenon  in  gestation  w  iiirli  is  desi*'-- 
nated  by  the  name  of  qnichf  iung ;  but 
we  must  be  excuso<1  for  doubtin<j  whether 
that  very  name,  with  tlie  meaning  which 
they  attach  to  it,  may  not  have  uii^^led 
and  cuiifuuuded  them  in  coming  to  a  ver- 
dict relative  to  a  quick  child.  What  the 
woman  jury  in  the  present  caae  was 
about,  or  what  they  did  with  the  pri- 
soner daring  the  good  hour  that  they  were 
ahnt  up  together— far  be  it  from  us  to 
be  so  bold  as  to  inquire ;  we  might,  per- 
haps, as  safely  venture  to  pry  into  the 
mysteries  of  the  Bona  lira  r  but  they 
will  pardon  us  if  we  surmise  tha^-oup- 
posing  they  did  more  than  tM  the  mat* 
ter  c»ver~tlicy  were  principally  engaged 
in  exploring  whether  there  was  moitoM 
in  the  fmit  or  the  prisoner's  womb.  It 
does  not  appear  that  they  called  for  any 
medical  counsd :  it  is  certain  they  re- 
ceived none :  and  behold  the  notable 
conclusion  they  have  arrived  at — "  a 
qnich  lie,'*  as  the  grnve-diggerio  Ham- 
let saj's ! 

We  know  that  those  ancient  sages 

nlio  bestowed  the  name  of  quickening 
on  that  well-known  chaiij^e  of  position, 
or  whatcvor  it  )>o,  which  is  still  com- 
ntonly  characterized  by  it,  did  so  in 
their  simple  ipfnoranee,  on  the  Mij»]K»si 
tioii  th.it  not  till  thru  riid  tiie  llretiis  he. 
cumc  qtiick  ;  and  the  latter  term  having 


bcoomo  obaokte  in  ila  original  aenM; 
and  being  now  almost  solely  appao. 
priated  to  q»eed  and  rapidi^  of  motino, 
we  believe  that  by     quickening^  «t 
pnsentjthegeneiality  of  women{nBum^ 
others  the  discreet  jury)  merely  mean 
that  the  child  has  now  acquired  tlie 
power  of  sensible  motion.    If  we  be 
right  in  believing  so,  our  mlerenoe  in 
correct,  that  the  said  jury  spent  mm 
hour  in  endeavouring  to  ascertain  wIms. 
tber  the  prisoner's  child  could  move  or 
not ;  htkI  as  we  presume  they  failed  in 
asRiirin<r  tliemselves  of  this,  they  lefi 
her  and  her  offspring  to  die  ! 

Such  a  jury  as  this,  unencumbered  with 
physiological  distinctions,  or  etynioloo-i. 
cal  niceties,  may  be  always  expected  tt» 
hand  over  to  the  executioner  all  undeli- 
vered bal>cs  of  female  felons,  which  }»ave 
nut  attained  the  fourth  or  fifkh  montli  of 
their  intra-uterine  existence — and  thu!»e 
even  older,  as  in  the  case  in  question, 
if  they  have  not  given  token  of  the 
movement  that  is  in  them.  So  much 
ibr  this  merdlnl  provision  of  our  ances* 
tors,  institnted  mfawrwm  prM  ! 

Nor  let  it  be  supposed  that  the  jury 
of  matrons  has  aeted  otherwise  than  the* 
founders  of  that  institution  originally 
intended.  It  is  true  that  this  sort  of 
tribunal  has  been  seldom  called  upon  of 
late  to  ezerdse  its  peculiar  functions, 
especially  in  cases  of  life  and  death; 
its-  revival  now  will,  we  hope,  be  at- 
tended with  salutary  consequences;  it 
will  give  rise  to  an  inquiry  into  the 
principles  on  which  it  is  based — and  the 
physiology  which  guided  the  legislators 
of  our  criminal  code  may  now  be  fairiy 
canvassed.   The  fiict  is,  that  there  is  a 
most  remarkable  anomaly  in  the  practi- 
cal doctrines  handed  down  to  us  by 
our   wise   predecessors   lonchiiig'  this 
matter  of  quickening;  and  \vh»>cver  un- 
dertakes to  defend  them  will  find  him- 
self ratlur  in  an  awkward  dilemma. 
The  puui^hnient  fi»r criminal  abortion  is, 
or  was  till  very  lau^ly,  essentially  dif« 
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ferent^  acoordiug  as  the  crime  was  effect- 
ed before  or  after  quickeuiiig — clearly 
showing  that  the  authorities  who  framed 
the  statute  held  at  naught  the  life  of  the 
ftstns  hefitfo  qnlekening,  while  thej 
eztnided  to  it  tiieir  pioteetion  after  diaft 
change  bad  taken  place.  It  is  evi* 
dentlj  on  tho  same  principle  that  a 
woman's  plea  in  bar  of  exeeiition  is  in- 
▼alid  during  the  fiist  months  of  her 
fngamjf  her  foetus  showing  no  per- 
ceptible signs  of  lilh  during  that  tim^ 
<ir,  in  other  words,  not  being  considersd 
quick.  FVem  the  charge  of  this  gross 
error  our  ancient  codiliem  can  only  be 
acquitted  at  the  expense  of  their  huma> 
aitj :  say  that  they  considered  the  fcstns 
in  utero  alive  from  the  moment  of  con- 
ception, how  can  thej  reconcile  the  fact 
of  protectbg  it  daring  one  portiMft  of 
its  intra- uterine  sojourn,  while  at  ano- 
ther they  allow  it  to  be  put  to  death 
along  witij  the  mother  ? 

Granted  tlien,  as  grant  we  must,  tliat 
the  old  physiol(»8ry  of  our  hiwpiv  crs  licld 
the  superarlditioM  ol  the  vital  principle 
to  the  fittus  to  take  place  at  a  distinct 
period  of  pitn-uanc  v,  we  have  still  aiiu- 
ther  point  oji  vvincl)  we  woulil  lain  have 
an  explanation.  Can  there  be  any  ra- 
tional solution  given  why,  if  the  foetus 
be  held  unendowed  with  life  until 
quickening  has  occurred,  that  very 
same  foetus  is  yet  held  capable  of  inheri- 
tance from  the  moment  of  its  coneep. 
tion?  In  other  wcfds,  an  embryo,  by 
the  laws  of  leal  property,  may  succeed 
to  an  estale,  and  yet,  in  fhree  or  four 
months  after,  be  put  to  death  for  its  mo- 
ther's crime! 

Absoiditles  such  as  these  are  not  the 
least  among  the  inducements  which 
should  bring  about  a  relbrm  in  several 
parts  of  our  statute  books.  Habit  and 
ancient  custom  reconcile  the  mere  prac- 
titioner to  endure  their  continuance  un- 
altered: but  the  philosophic  mind  can- 
not contemplate  diem  without  pain; 
Ihey  are  blots  upon  our  legal  syslcmi 


in  their  simplest  aspect  —  they  are 
snares  for  the  entrapping  of  ixuiu- 
cent  blood,  as  they  were  about  to 
prove  in  the  case  which  has  led  us  into 
these  rsmarics.  It  is  startling  to  reflect 
how  mtny  caaea  of  this  soft  must  huYC 
occuned  at  ruder  periods,  when  there 
aicse  no  safety,  no  help,  for  the  inno- 
cent victim.  From  the  vciy  Act  of  die 
routinemanner  in  which  the  judge  at  Nor- 
wich  proceeded  in  the  track  marked  out 
for  him  by  precedent— without  turning 
to  the  right  hand  nor  to  the  kft— appa- 
rently ncTcr  once  dreaming  that  there 
was  any  diing  absurd  or  wrong  in 
what  he  was  doh^<— it  may  at  once  be 
perceived  how  sednetive  is  mere  prece- 
dent,  and  how  ntlfltly  unlikely  to  admit 
of  change,  even  in  matters  affiscting  life 
and  death,  without  the  persevering  and 
well-directed  edbrts  oi  the  real  lovers  of 
their  species. 

We  will  only  add,  tliat  ihcrc  are  cases 
in  which  the  jury  of  matrons  has  been 
(lis]>(  risrd  witb,  in  favour  of  a  ]>rnfes. 
sionai  jury  consisting-  of  two  surg^eons 
and  two  jihysicians  :  let  us  hope  that 
the  Uiiitrctioniuy  power  of  such  a  dis- 
pensation may  always  be  exercised  by 
tlie  bench  in  future,  and  that  a  select 
body  like  that  of  the  discreet  women 
who  formed  the  jury  at  Norwich  may 
never  again  have  the  chance  of  doing 
actual  mischief. 

We  subjoin  the  document  which  pro- 
cured the  reprieve. 

*'  Norwich  Conoty  Gaol,  Satardsy,  qnsrttr 
btltort  •       Mardi  SS»  IttK 

To  Me  ffon.  Sir   Wm.  BMmd^ 
Knt.  Baron  of  the  Exchequer^ 
the  folhwlng  r<fpr«ia»fatioN  rttpKU 

Jully  sheu  tlh  : 

**  That  we,  the  undersigned,  are  sur- 
geons and  accoucheurs  of  considerable 
experience  in  the  practice  of  midwifery, 
and  have  repeatedly  examined  females 
iu  different  stages  of  pregnancy. 

That  we  have  tliis  moniing  strictly 
examined  Mary  Wright,  a  prisoner, 
sentenced  to  be  executed  on  Monday 
next,  for  the  murder  of  her  husband, 
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ami  found  her  bet^ieen  five  and  six 
nontfatgone  in  preguancy. 
**  ThtAf  in  an  apparently  vigorous  and 

l)pnlthy  woman  like  thr  prisoner,  and 
where  the  size  of  the  body  nas  regiilarly 
increased  duriug  pre^ancj,  we  bbould 
leel  ouidvct  bound  to  bdieTo  tbo  taUm 
living^,  unless  we  ibnnd  some  signs  of 

its  bein^"  f1en(!. 

•*  That  ill  the  prisoner,  Mary  Wneht, 
we  find  no  signs  of  a  dead  foetus;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  hare  positive  evidoiee 

of  its  being  at  this  time  livings. 

"  Thnt  \yv(\r>  vcrilv  brlicTctne  <:fiid  pri- 
soner is  above  live  months  advancea  in 
pregnancy,  and  cames  in  utero  a  living 
ice  t  us. 

"  Tliat,  in  a  case  of  such  a  nature,  we 
desire,  ^Nithout  delay,  to  submit  our 
statements  to  your  Lordship ;  and  if  the 
verdict  of  the  jury  of  nuUvons,  yes* 
terday  given,  fMl  the  prisoner^  Mary 
Wright ^  Ufa*  *^not  quick  with  child" 
deprive  the  said  prisoner  of  a  reprieve 
nntil  deltrery  isv  necititteff  legts^  we 
Irambly  entreat  Toor  Lordaliip  to  respite 
the  PXf'cution  of  the  said  MsiJ  Wn|{i|t 
until  ikhc  be  delivered. 

(Si^ed)    "  P.  N.  Scott, 

burgeon  to  the  County  Gaol. 

*•  J.  G.  Crosse, 

SoffMm  to  th*  ir«rfolk  aad 
iTorirleb  HMpMsl. 

"  J.  G.  JoriNsox, 

AMiit.  Sarg.  to  Um  VmMk 
«ad  Norwich  BosptUL" 

It  M  cieditaMe  to  his  Lordship  that 
he  acted  piomptlj  on  this  docament, 
and,  the  fiiets  and  opinions  whidi  it  eotir- 
Cains  having  been  sworn  to,  reprieved 
the  prisoner  till  after  her  d^very. 

COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS— LOST 
DIPLOMAS. 

A  LETTER  appeared  in  tlie  Tiwe#,  a  few 
days  ago,  i'rum  Mr.  Eccles,  a  member  of 
the  Collejrc  of  Surgeons,  complain- 
ing  that  Mr.  Myers,  a  friend  or  Ins, 
had  lost  his  diploma  in  cou^^equence 
of  the  hniise  in  which  he  lived  bring 
burnt;  that  on  applying  to  the 
Court  of  Examinesr,  lie  was  refused  a 
ii>  \v  (linloma,  and  only  received  a  certi- 
ficate ofhis  Imvini,'-  had  one  on  the  pay- 
ment of  live  guittcaa.  The  atoi;y  tdicwft 


IS— LOST  DIPLOMAS. 

prima Jacie  against  the  Court;  for  the 
esse  appears  a  jiaid  one,  the  refusal  un. 
just,  and  the  price  demanded  exorbitant : 

we  say  appears,  fnr  tlirrr  is  sniTirtbiiig 
to  be  sain  on  the  oilie  r  side  of  the  rjue!*- 
tion.    Formerly,  ii  a  man  lost  his  di- 
ploma, he  could  procore  another:  now 
he  cannot^  nor  can  he  even  obtain  a  cer« 
fifirnte  without  some  difficulty — and  the 
reason  is  this.    It  was  found  that  in 
numerous  inttaneeH  the  possessor  of  the 
diploma  sold  it  either  to  a  person  of  the 
same  iiamr,  (one  flagrant  example  of 
which  occurred  in  the  sister  kingdom)  or 
the  name  was  effaced,  and  that  of  the 
purchaser  substitoted.   Meantime,  the 
original  party  wrols  to  the  College  that 
he  had  irrecoverably  lost  his  diploma, 
upon  which  he  was  furnished  with  ano- 
ther.  The  trick  baring  been  in  some 
eases  discovered,  it  was  enacted  diat  on 
no  pretence  should  a  second  diploma  be 
given  to  the  same  individual,  but  onlv  x 
certificate"  that  he  was  a  member. 
Even  this,  however,  was  not  an  dKwtoal 
ptevention,  for  it  was  then  found  that 
some  parted  with  their  diploma,  and 
practiced  on  the  faith  of  the  said  certifi- 
cate—its representative.    It  was  ut»w 
thought  tliat  by  diminbhipg  the  profits 
of  this  swindling  speculation,  the  evil 
would  be  abated  ;  and  with  this  view,  a 
penalty  of  five  guineas  waj»  attached  to 
the  pTocurance  of  a  certificate.  This 
expedient  having  answered  die  purpose 
pretty  effectually,  it  becaTne  incoiporated 
in  tne  bye-laws   sanctioned    by  the 
judges  ;  so  that  the  Court  of  Examiners 
cannot,  if  they  would,  make  eood  the 
loss  of  a  diploma  except  under  tue  legal 
conditions,    WliPtb^rit  was  judicious  in 
those  who  framed  the  law  to  tie  up  their 
own  hands,  and  those  of  their  successors, 
(the  present  Court)  may  be  matter  of 
question,  and  we  have  no  lir^itation  in 
stating  our  npininrt  (bat  it  was  not  so. 
There  ought  to  have  been  some  discre> 
tioiiaiy  power;  and  as  it  is^  it  had  been 
better  to  have  returned  Mr.  Myers  bis 
moiH  V,  after  having  gone  through  the 
ceremony  of  receiving  it,  rather  than 
have  ^ven  a  handle  to  this  charge  of 
extortion.   In  a  large  body,  where  some 
unworthy  members  will  unavoidably 
gain  admission,  some  cheek  to  guard  the 
public  against  the  sale  of  diplomas  is 
obviously  necesBsiy,  and  no  one  ought, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  to  expect  a  dupli- 
cate of  bis  testimonial— a  circumstance, 
by  the  way,  of  which  every  one  is  made 
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aware,  and  in  wLich  he  aoqui«iC^  when 
lie  aigiu»  tlie  b^e-laHs. 

Tlieie  it  one  point  more  Id  which  we 
would  adrert :  we  bare  sUted  the  facts  ^  „y  1,^^  j^t  fy,  ^ 

bccan^c  wo  >i«ppencd  to  be  aware  of  present.  A  coramisaion  bu  been  ap. 
them;  but  this  u  not  enough — the  Col-   *^        -  -  -t 


Lord  Ashley's  bill,  nf  \v  hi(  h  wc  g^vc 
an  abstract  the  week  bclbrc  last,  we  are 


leire  ought  to  have  done  to  Hhtfttuidwwu* 
When  thej  are  attacked  by  '*  A  Stu- 
dent in  Surg-erv,"  and  othrr  anonvniau'^ 
writers,  who  adduce  rliarg^os  whicli  u  l' 
obvioudhr  frivolous  and  unfounded,  it  ia 
not  to  M  expected  thai  the  College 
ahooU  answer  them ;  but  when  a  gen- 
tleman brin^  forward  a  specific  accu- 
sation, and  guarantee's  its  accuracy  by 
attaching  his  name  to  it — and  when  a 
paper  of  nich  influence  as  the  Tinuti 
deems  it  worthy  of  an  editorial  notice — 
the  Council  owe  it  to  the  public  aud 
themselves  to  offer  an  explanation. 
Wbcre.  under  sucb  circmnstances,  ilis 
withbud,  they  may  rest  assured  the  in* 
Araiee  wiU  alwajs  be  against  them. 


VACCINATION, 

At  tbe  meeting  of  the  Academie  de  Me- 
didiie,  Ptois,  of  the  96th  ultimo,  M. 
Gerardiu  read  a  report  on  the  state  of 
vaccination  in  France  ;  by  which  it  ap- 
peared, that,  since  1827,  the  number  of 
persons  vaccinated  had  diminished  very 
nearly  one-ha[f !  This  fact  is  deserving' 
llio  aifrution  of  the  Committee  in  our 
own  luuutry,  now  occupied  in  iuiesti- 
gating  the  vaccine  question. 

It  appears  that,  from  the  time  the 
functions  (if  the  Vaccinr  Board  of 
France,  and  the  niaintenaii<  (  vacci- 
nation were  entrusted  to  the  Acaiitniy 
of  Medicine,  aided  by  a  few  priseo 
distributed  annually  by  the  government 
to  tbe  most  zealous  inoculators,  the 
number  of  persons  subjected  to  the  pro- 
lecting  influence  of  the  cow.pox  has  pro- 
gressively diminished.  The  erentaljnd- 
ed  to  took  j)lace  nine  years  ag'o ;  and  the 
apprchen<»ion  of  the  consequences  has  re- 
cently become  so  great,  that,  in  a  ba- 
ser of  tbe  28tb  ult  wbtcfa  now  lies  be- 
fore us,  tbe  presa  is  viged  to  oo-onerale 
witli  the  Af-adeniy  in  procuring  toe  in- 
tervention of  authoritjr."  In  1827, 
the  number  vaccinated  in  France  was 
40#,^:  in  1831,  it  amomited  onl jr  to 


pointed  to  collrrt  mnrf^  evidence  *  To 
those  who  have  seen  the  mai»s  of  evi- 
dence already  procured,  this  will  per- 
haps appear  inorodible;  jetsnch  is  the 
laet! 


COLLEGE  OF  PHT8ICIAN& 

Monday ,  li^ih  Mtifch. 

Sut  Hmar  Halford,  Presioskt,  in 
THE  CuAia. 


Tbe  Hexiatrar  read  a  short  paper  ttom  tbe 
pen  of  ur.  David  Badham,  "  on  the  aati. 
dpation  of  modem  discoveries  in  medi- 
cine in  the  works  of  ancient  authors." 

The  author,  after  some  general  remarks 
on  the  gratification  to  be  derived  flfom 
perusinK  the  ancient  ina  trr'^  nf  our  art, 
observed  that  the  cla&hical  student  will 
oilener  meet  with  what  may  be  called 
**  happy  coincidences  of  expression  than 
di  rt  c  t  an  ticipations  of  wli  a  t  cam  e  a  f t  env  ards 
to  be  known."  Dr.  Badhani  drew  his 
illustrations  IVom  tbe  writings  of  Aietvns, 
and  gare  instances  ofliis  allusion  to  many 
pathological  points,  some  of  them  not  long 
familiar  to  modem  science— as  putrid 
sore  throat,  croup,  &e.  Some  of  the  ob* 
servationson  insanity  wrrr  1ikl•^^ise curious 
and  interesting^  among  winch  we  may 
mention  bis  distinction  between  delirium 
and  mania.  *'  The  delirious  man  (says  he) 
sees  things  that  others  see  not ;  the  maniac 
sees  no  more  than  others  bce,  but  forms 
false  judgment  of  tilings  seen."  Another 
curious  circumstance  pointed  out  by  the 
anthor  of  the  paiier,  was  tlie  description  of 
tbe  anatomy  m  tne  liver  given  by  Arctaius, 
which  seems  to  beextiODeiy  accurate.  To 
an  inflammatory  condition  of  the  vena 
cava,  the  learned  C  appadociau  attributed 
the  fever  he  called  mmm  ;  «id  this  theoiy 
Dr.  Badhnm  contrasted  with  the  views  of 
some  of  the  modem  Fr«|>cb  pathologists 
on  the  same  subject 

Tlw  meeting  was  thinly  attended. 


MEDICO  CHraURGICAL  SOCILTY. 

Marcli  12,  1833. 


The  ciiair  was  taken  by  Dr.  Elliutson, 
who  (bis  name  standing  next  on  tbe  list 
of  pbyeldans  not  practising  midwifeij) 
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had  been  appointed  President,  according 
to  the  cfttabuahed  nsaice  of  following  the 

order  of  rotation.  The  names  of  tljc 
other  officers  for  the  y«  ar  were  read  over. 
The  SecretJirj  tlieu  read  a  pa(>er,  entitled 

•*  Com  «f  (Eaophagetmny,  with  ffemetto.*' 
bj  Mr.  Amott 

The  main  facts  of  this  case  are  already 
known  to  mar  readen  horn  our  account  of 
a  former  meeting  of  the  S<»ciety,  when 
Mr.  .Amott  n  b^ted  it,  and  from  our  re- 
port of  a  clinical  lecture  by  Sir  Charles 
Bell  on  tihe  same  ca'e. 

In  the  reroarki,  it  ■was  ohscrred  that 
Rvstcmatic  writers  on  surgery  required,  as 
cireiim.itanccs  jnxtifjring  the  operation, 
thnt  the  foreign  body  should  impede  de- 
jjlntition.  should  threaten  suffocation,  find 
should  project  externally.  Neither  of  these 
orrunstanees  here  occnned,  and  yet  the 
operation  was  necessary,  from  T!if  flrt  adof 
olccration  of  the  trachea  or  the  carotid 
artery,  which  wtvs  known  to  have  taken 
place  in  ofher  in^^tances.  Examination 
of  the  body  prored  that  nnothcr  rHTttr"  r 
in  such  casesi  to  be  apurchcndcd  -  chronic 
inflamniation  of  the  fang;  of  whidb  the 
patient  in  (jncsTi  'n  JietL 

Wiih  rexpect  to  the  opcrntinn  itself, 
Mr.  Amott  thinks  it^  difficukicis  and  dan- 
iper  hafe  been  nndi  exaggerated.  It 
might  Tint  he  ea^  to  open  the  (T^f>p'hni,''Tis 
when  flaccid,  but  this  diiticultv  i»  obvi- 
ated by  the  intxodoetion  of  a  caueter,  and 
derating  the  canal  upon  its  point  through 
the  external  wonnd.  The  most  usual 
place  for  opening  the  tube  will  be  at  its 
oommeneenient.  In  this  case  ^  incision 
int"  it  wn-  rinr  half  below  th*"  (■ricoid  rnr- 
tiiage,  the  other  aboTe  it.  The  superior 
tfiyraideal  arteqr  was  too  high  tone  la. 
Jnred;  the  inferior  thyroideal  and  the  le. 
cnrrent  nen  e  were  below,  and  on  the  inner 
side  of  the  wound.  The  la«t  mentioned 
artery  may  undoubtedly  be  divided  In  the 
operation  ;  this,  therefore,  is  to  bep^narded 
against  by  a  careful  and  deliberate  dissec- 
tion. The  operation  has  not  been  per- 
foimed  in  some  cases  where  it  ought  to 
have  been.  Mr.  Amott  ihink«!  that  the 
fiw;t  of  its  having  been  executed  on  a  child 
two  yean  and  mree  raontiu  old,  without 
injury  to  any  important  part,  Uay  pre« 
Tcnt  this  omission  in  future. 

The  roidiug  of  Mr.  Amott's  paper  was 
followed  by  a  short  aeoonnt,  by  the  Presi- 
dent, of  a  case  of 

"  Qlandtn  m  the  Human  5w^sct,"  tending 
to  conlinn  the  ? lew*  given  in  Ut  former 
pnpcr,  pnbliihed  in  the  Transactions. 

A  man,  a^n!  23,  but  Iookini»  mnch 
older,  was  lately  admitted  at  St.  I'honias's 
Hospital,  complaining  only  of  general 
dcbilitv  After  a  few  day*^  !n  liad  dinr. 
rhosa,  pain  in  the  head,  and  iiaius  of  the 
limba  like  ifavumatism.    A  gangrenous 


swelling  appeared  on  the  hand,  and  ano- 
ther on  the  foot  He  beeame  deliriom, 

and  required  to  he  Hccurpd  \nth  strnp«. 
There  was  much  swelling  about  the  bark 
of  the  bead,  and  tumefaction  and  ^an- 
gienotts  rednew  also  shewed  ihemselres 
about  the  nose  and  temple  nf  the  rij^ht 
side  i  foetid  disciiaige  from  the  nostrils ; 
swellings  on  theextranities  were  dereloped, 
livid  or  red,  fluctuating,  and  of  various 
sizes.  It  was  ascertained  that  he  I  nti  hwn 
exp«»sed  to  contagion  from  a  giandcred 
hofto  of  his  master^  and  no  wmla^  waa 
entcrtaincil  of  the  nature  of  his  complnint. 
He  died  alter  a  few  days,  in  a  state  of  rio- 
I«it  delirium,  and  the  body  was  examined 
in  the  presence  of  several  practitioners; 
the  case  having  excited  innrh  intefr^t. 
The  external  tumors  were  iuund  to  coa- 
tain  a  yellowish  gUuiy  flnid,  idth  portioaa 
of  purulent  matter  intcvraixed.  In  one 
of  the  frontal  sinuses  was  found  a  soft 
tuberculous  or  vesicular  mass  lying  loose 
in  the  earitjr.  On  the  right  side  of  the 
M'ptnm  imstwerc  two  minute  ulcers,  with 
injection  of  the  surrounding  membrane. 
The  edge  of  the  nloen  was  elerated,  and 
supposed  by  some  present  t<»  resemble 
t  e  i^landeroH"?  tilccr  in  the  horse.  At  tlie 
lower  part  ol  tlie  larynx  there  wai»  an  ul- 
ceration  still  more  resembling  that  of 
glanders,  having  abrupt  derated  ed^n^ 
The  mucous  monbrane  of  the  air-paasages 
generally  was  Inflamed,  and  contained  a 
certain  quantity  of  purulent  matter.  No 
other  conspicuous  Ie<iii«m  was  observed. 

[A  full  account  of  the  cases  observed  bjr 
Dr.  Elliotson,  and  of  all  that  is  known 
upon  thi<  cnrions  snbjrrt,  will  be  fniind  in 
a  lecture  bv  that  gentleman,  inserted  in  the 
Medical  Gasette  for  December  15,  18^ 
pages  S88^  et  seq.] 

Tuesday,  March  26. 

Hie  flrst  part  of  a  ]mper  by  Mr.  Han- 
phry  Sand  with,  "  On  the  Theory  and  Treat. 

merit  of  Scarlet  Fever  ;  with  htifif  notice%  of  the 
diiease,  a$  it  prevailed  epidemicatly  at  Bryiiinf^" 
toil,  in  1831,**  was  read  by  the  Secretary. 

Afti-r  some  elnbnmte  introductory  re- 
marks on  the  mortality  of  this  and  other 
diseases  which  prevaif  epidemically,  the 
antiior  proceeded  to  speak  of  the  appear- 
ances it  had  assumed  under  his  ow  n  in- 
spection. As,  however,  the  reading;  wns 
Intemipted  before  the  sobfeet  baa  been 
completed,  we  think  it  better  to  po.stpnnc 
our  account  of  it  till  we  shall  have  heard 
the  whole. 
After  the  paper  had  been  read, 
Mr.  Stanley  call  the  attention  of 
the  meeting  to  a  bottle  preparation  which 
he  held  in  his  hand.  Since  Mr.  Hilton»a 
paix  r  was  read  to  the  Society  (Med.  Oa». 
vol.  xi.  p.  606)  he  (Mr.  .^.)  had  met  with  a 
quantity  of  indubitable  hydatids  in  the 
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Tulantary  muscles  of  a  subject  dinected 
at  St.  Bartholomew*i.   They  were  (»f  the 

kin'^  v>e\l  described  by  Kudolpbi,  ai»d 
consisted  of  the  usaal  globular  or  or  old 
cyst,  contataii^  the  body  snd  the  head, 
when  not  protruded.  Tho>>c  in  the  prei)a 
ration  were,  some  of  them,  larger  than  a 
good :  sized  pea. 

Some  eoorersation  afterwards  ame  on 
the  55nbjfrt  nf  phteh^litn.  The  subject 
was  introduced  by  Dr.  R.  Lee.  Mr.  &)tan- 
ley  was  indined  to  Udnk  that  thoi>e  cvri- 
ous  bodies  were  simply  a  deposit  from  the 
blood  it^lf,  and  not  a  secr»"ti(»n  from  tbe 
coate  of  the  veins.  He  had  lre(^u tally 
net  with  them,  and  bestawed  on  them  a 
g-nofl  d(  al  «if  Iris  attrntion;  and  he  ritcd  a 
pai>er  which  appeared  in  the  Medical  Ga' 
utu  in  the  coarse  of  last  summer,  as  con. 
tuning  some  excellent  nlnarki  on  the 
sabject.  Mr.  Partrid;;^  mada  MNBie  oh- 
8ervation.s  to  tlie  ttame  effect. 

The  paper  to  which  Mr.  Stanley  alluded, 
will  be  found  in  the  GuzctTc,  voI.t.  p.  .Ol  x 

The  meeting  was  very  thinly  attended ; 
and  that  of  the  12th  was  not  much  better. 


MEDICO  fiOTANICAL  I^OCI£TY. 
«iMdsr»  Kerch  M« 

Oburvatiotu  M  tht  HiAorjf  of  OxaUe  Acid  <u  a 

Dr.  CLENoniirtiia  delivered  a  lectnre  on 
this  subject  this  evening.  He  began  by 
tracing  the  rnrlie^t  nnfi(  i'  nf  oxalic  acid  as 
a  poison  which  it>  lu  be  found  in  the  jour, 
nue;  and  Mr.  RoyitonN  jmper,  in  the 
Medical  Repositor)-  for  181 1,  he  thinks  is 
the  first.  Afterwards,  Drs.  Christison  and 
Coindet  gave  a  full  account  uf  the  acid  in 
the  19th  voL  of  the  Kdinburgh  Journal ; 
and  in  fbe  yf«r  1M*j;k,  pi  Pommer,  in  the 
8alaburg  Med.  thimrgucht  Zeitung,  wrote 
an  elahomte  paper  upon  it.  Oxalio  add 
is  widely  ilifTuHed  tlirou^h  tlie  regetft* 
ble  kint(riom  :  besides  beini?  f  ound  in  very 
many  comuun  plants,  it  i^  tu  be  detected 
•enihiiied  with  lime  in  several  baifca;  and 
in  a  variety  of  lichens  of  the  crustaccoiis 
kind,  in  wl^ch  it  ^>cms  to  serve  the  same 
purpnee  as  the  phosphate  of  lime  in  ani- 
mals. Rhubarb  is  said  to  contain  30  per 
cent,  of  f>Talate  of  lime.    Rnt  the  only 

tlanl  tliat  ajtiHiars  to  hold  the  acid  uncom* 
ined  is  the  cniok-pea,  which  fonne  an  in* 
grtdient  in  the  famous  dish — tlje  otla. 
podrida  of  the  ^paniardit.  In  commerce 
the  acid  is  procured  by  distilling  nitric  acid 
off  animal  and  Tegetable  substances.  The 
lecturer  then  pmoeeded  to.notic*e  the  phy- 
siological effect*  of  the  prison.  When 
taken  In  ■  large  dusc,  gaiitritis,  of  tbenioit 


excfadating  kind,  is  produced,  with  sud 
den  deprearion  of  the  heart's  action,  ter- 
minating speedilv  in  death.  The  innrnM<i 
membrane  of  the  stomach  is  found  in- 
flamed and  gangrenoot ;  hvtthe  Intestinea 
seMr)m  stifTii  much.  If  taken  In  a  very 
diluted  state,  the  mode  of  action  is  dif- 
ferent— but  not  less,  if  not  even  more,  fatal 
than  when  it  is  swallowed  in  a  more  con- 
ce!i!ratt  il  form.  Death  in  this  case  is  at- 
tended  with  tetanus  or  coma.  Willi  re- 
gardto  treatment,  the  reme<ly  whidi  ahonid 
b(  instanlaneouslv  employed  is  magnesia 
or  t  h;ilk,  suspended  in  water:  in  default 
of  thus,  the  stomach-pump.  If  gastritis,  or 
the  othCT  ejnptonu  just  mentioned,  have 
set  in,  treatment  suited  to  the  occasion 
must  be  activelv  adopted.  The  chemical 
hisloiT  of  oxalle  add  next  oigaged  Hbt 
attantton  of  the  lecturer,  who  prononnoed 
(par  parenth^)  a  high  culogium  on  the 
pursuits  of  modem  chemistry,  and  then 
tamed  to  the  medico<ligal  eontideratioa 
of  his  'iiibjett  After  noticing  the  physio- 
logical and  moral  proofs,  he  treated  the 
cbemieal  at  some  length.  He  gave  an  ac> 
count  of  the  several  teata— >tha  niviiate  of 
lime,  sulf)hate  of  copper,  ammonia,  and 
nitrate  of  silver;  and  concluded  by  d»> 
aeriUng  the  proeeaa  by  whleh  tho  acid»  if 
mixed  with  organic  substaiioaay  may  ha 
leparated  and  tested  a]>art. 

The  lecture  was  illustrated  by  prepara- 
tions  of  the  rarious  stages  of  the  experi- 
ments alhided  to.  Among  the  phials 
which  Dr.  Clendinning  exhibited  were 
two,  one  of  them  eontalning  ury stall  of 
oxalic  acid,  and  the  other  mixed  Glauber 
and  Epsom  salts :  the  difference  between 
them  could  scarcely,  if  at  all,  be  distin- 
fiiiahed  by  the  eje. 


ROTAL  INSTITUTION. 
fHdar,  ICircb  ». 

Improt'fments  in  the  Mimtiffu-ture  of  Salt. 

Ma.  Cahtmabl,  a  practical  man,  gave 
■ome  important  infotnation  on  this  sub- 
ject. One  of  the  most  striking  modem 
improvements  in  salt-works  is  the  intro 
duction  of  very  large  pans :  in  one  manu- 
Ihclory  the  extent  of  pannage  is  said  to 
mensnre  three  miles  in  lencrth,  bv  eight 
feet  in  width,  'i'be  means  adopted  in  or- 
d«r  to  avoid  Hpaa.ienitch,*'  or  the  rapid 
destructitm  of  the  iron  boilers  by  the  fire, 
now  go  hand  in  hand  with  economy  of 
the  f\iel.  The  lire  is  now  applied  only  to 
a  part  of  the  pans,  and  tne  steam  nere 
generated  is  conveyed  throinrh  a  pipe  in 
the  top  of  the  cover  to  otlicr  parts  of  the 
a'orks.  The  bottoBts  of  the  boUers  are 
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concave  where  they  are  exposed  to  the  fire, 
and  thai  the  caitiiT  matter  in  tiia  Intarior, 

causing  pan  scratdi,  is  avoided.  The  hot 
water  is  cconorai?:rd  for  wRrrnin^r  fresh 
brine,  and  the  surplus  heat  ol  the  flues  is 
fared  in  the  storing  booM,  to  dicing  the 
inliM»tnred  aalt. 


Dr.  Fartulay,  who  undertook  to  explain 
Mr.  Brunei's  principle,  rendered  it  a  sub- 
ject full  of  interest  to  a  Teiy  lai^ge  audi- 
•nee.  TIm  chief  advantage  that  wonM 
seem  to  attend  the  proposed  method,  is 
the  ^iivin!»  the  fT|x>ns©  of  constructing  pile- 
work  ior  ceniering:  Mr.  Brunei  requires 
■AMI  Nothing  can  be  more  original  or 
characteristic  than  the  madr  in  wliirli  lu<> 
arch  is  literally  built  out  into  the  air, 
withoQt  any  support  except  fW>m  the  co- 
hesion of  the  autariab  and  the  counter- 
jNiise  on  the  pier<f  The  plan  has  not  yet 
been  put  in  uetuai  practice;  but  a  most 
aatisfactory  specimen  of  what  it  can  cffset 
is  to  hi'  seen  at  Rothrrhitlie,  where  Mr. 
Brunei  has  constructed  two  half-arches, 
from  4f)  to  SO  feet  in  length  each,  and 
balancing  cadi  other  on  a  single  pier.  Dr. 
F.  gnve  a  comparatiTe  statement  of  the 
mode  of  erecting,  the  endurance  of  pres< 
•an,  the  expence,  and  odkcr  ranMriable 
nartienlari  connected  with  the  most  cele- 
Mated  bridges  in  tiue  and  othet  OMUthec 


HOTEL  DIEU. 

CUMiQt'E  ON  ni^EASBS  OP  TBB 

fir  M.  SaxaoK. 


AicAoaiMis. 

Some  hare  attempted  to  describe  vari- 
ous shades  or  df^jrees  of  this  under 
distinct  names,  and  hare  called  the  weak- 
ened vision  so  common  in  aged  persona 
nruhli/opia,  >vhi!r  rfvniytlf te  loss  of  srn 
sibility  has  been  called  amaurtm.  These 
distinctions  appear  ntekai;  and  it  is  more 
simple  to  consider  the  impaired  sight  of 
old  people  O-s  the  first  stj^nre  of  amnnro^is. 
The  Uermans  have  imagined  that  there 
are  as  many  diiinvnt  Idnds  of  amaurorfs 
as  there  are  causes;  thns  they  arlmit  one 
Jdnd  §0T  inflammation  of  the  retina  i  ano- 
Acr  for  suppretiioo  of  the  milk ;  another 
of  eroryza,  &c.  M.Sanson,  in  renderinir 
Jostice  to  the  labours  of  the  Germans  i  n  this 
department  of  surgery,  pointed  out  the  iu> 
convenience  of  these  snbdivislcns,  and  en* 
dcaro'tired  to  arrantrc  thv  ^uhji  ct  according 
to  a  less  extended  btit  more  perspicuous 
plim.  Thus,  according  to  the  Profesnor,  all 


causes  of  amaurosis,  of  whatever  kind,  aet 
either  upon  the  reliua,  or  ou  the  optic 
nerve,  or  on  the  brain. 

With  regard  to  the  anatomical  charac- 
ters,  the  retina  oAeu  presents  alterations 
of  texture;  it  is  found  thickened,  wasted, 
c1(  ns. ,  (  artilaginous,  or  osdHcd,  in  whole 
or  in  part.     Its  r<»lour  is  usually  of  a 
greenish  opuij  sometimes  of  a  greenish 
gnj;  sometimes  it  is  detached  from  tho 
dioroid;  sometimes  there  are  found  san- 
guineous or  serous  efiusions,  or  cysts,  be- 
tween ttcsC  two  membranes.  Lesions, 
however,  are  mneb  mere  frequently  met 
with  in  the  optic  nerve  than  in  the  retina; 
thus  it  is  found  broken  {romou),  soften- 
ed, atrophied,  and  eompresseo  bj  tnmots 
—particularly  by  cxost(»sis,  polypi,  tnber. 
eles,  &JC,    Its  consistence  is  also  subject  to 
change  j  it  may  be  hard  or  friable,  and  it 
may  be  changed  as  to  coloar,  all  of  wliicfa 
IciiioTi'i  may  occupy  the  entire  nerve,  or 
only  part  of  it.   Anatomy  still  leaves  the 
CTMsing  of  the  optic  nerves  a  matter  of 
doubt.    Sometimes  we  witness  the  nerre 
correspondinc;  to  the  amauro«iis  wasted 
from  its  expansion  in  the  retina  to  the 
sella  turcica,  and  the  nerve  of  the  opposite 
side  frnm  this  point  to  the  brain ;  some- 
times  bo  til  the  optic  nerves  are  wasted, 
while  thcTO  is,  besides,  a  yellowish  tint 
of  the  amaurotic  side  lx>th  before  and 
after  the  union  of  the  nerves.  The  ques- 
tion  of  (lecus^tion  therefore  remains  stiU 
in  doubt 

Tin  Ksinns  remarked  in  t!ic  brain  arc^ 
abscess,  serous  or  saii^ineous  effusions, 
or  simply  signs  of  imtation.  At  other 
times  the  amaurosis  is  only  sympathetic 
of  the  derelopment  of  tiimors.in  the  brain  ; 
and  slow  comprewion  of  the  organ  from 
sjiy  cause  may  likewise  cause  tMs  aflec- 
finn.  In  sump  ra«;cs  it  must  be-  confessed 
that  no  anatomical  lesion  of  Ihe  encepba- 
lon  is  fimnd  by  which  the  amaurosis  can 
be  explained. 

Amaurosis  is  idiopathtr,  tvmptomatie,  and 
tympathHie.  The  <»use8  are  divided  by  If. 
Sanson  aoeording  to  their  effects,  and'  eon- 
sfifnte  two  great  classes^thenic  and 
asthenic.  But  these  two  are  each  sub- 
dif  ided  into  three  species,  thus :  1, 
eaoscs  acting  directly  upon  the  ictlna; 
2,  ranges  noting  upon  the  brain;  f^,  those 
depending  upon  some  oigan  more  or  less 
distant  from  that  of  visiott.  Finalijp 
there  exists  another  set  of  causes  aotlB» 
eluded  in  the  above,  and  the  modus  ope- 
randi of  which  is  not  explicable  in  the 
present  state  of  mcdlatl  science.  The 
sthenic  are  mors  mmmons  than  the 
asthenic  causes. 

Among  the  sthenic  eanses  acting  di- 
rectly upon  the  eye,  and  producing  aman* 
rosis  by  direct  irritation  of  the  retina,  arc 
ranged*— all  kindi»  of  ophtlialmia— *san- 
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nineons  congestion  of  tlio  gye— paaetimt- 

ing  wnnnds  of  the  ovr,  or  contusions  (as 
from  a  pellet  of  lead,  which,  bv  producing 
a  dMnmotion  of  the  globe  of  uie  eye,  may 
give  risetoapnre and  simple  amaQrosis)ana 
the  presence  of  a  foreigTi  body  in  the  orbit. 
The  affection  has  been  mt:t  with  from  a 
blow  on  the  eheek^from  bright  light—in^ 
flammation  of  the  retina  — long-continued 
inspection  uf  minute  objects — the  habitual 
use  of  optical  instruments — the  impression 
of  initttiDg  gases. 

The  causes  affecting  the  retina  and  brain 
iodifferentiy  are  raid  to  be— the  supprea- 
lion  of  no>  natural  or  morbid  procen,  ni 
of  haemorrhoids— epistaxis — the  omission 
of  an  habitual  bleeding— the  retrocession 
ui  uu  exnnthcmatous  eruption — suppres< 
sion  of  the  menses,  milk,  fte.— of  tne  dis- 
charge froni  n  blister,  moxa,  &o.j  ind, 
finally,  insulation  long  continued. 

Among  canaes  acting  directlv  on  the 
bfliOt  nnd  which  may  in  the  end  prodnoe 
■mnnrosiH  by  a.sthenic  action,  we  find  apo- 
lilejty— prolonged  stndv — violent  passions 
— wnnt  of  sleep  -intoniention— fanthi  nied 
too  warm— woofldi  of  the  biain-^ecMieQe- 
eion,  &c. 

ThecauAcs  producing  amaurosis  sympa- 
thetically are,  an  acute  or  chronic  inflmD. 
mation  of  the  alimentary  canal — the  pre- 
sent of  intestinal  wonna— colic  from  lead 

calculi  of  e?eiy  kind— dilBciilt  menetra- 
ation — troublesome  pregnancy— poison- 
ing— syj)hilis,  or  rather  jjon<»rrnn'a — rhen- 
malism— didicuii  dentition— all  acute  dis- 
eases which  affect  ^e  fataln,and  aiao  eome 
of  a  chronic  nature. 

Among  the  asthenic  causes  operating 
vpon  the  retina,  are  enomerated  the  em- 
ployment of  certain  medicinee»  sndi  as  ex- 
tract of  belladonna,  the  exact  effect  of 
which  is  still  a  matter  of  doubt :  and  the 
eomplele  exelMion  of  light.  Wlien  the 
rrtina  is  prevented  from  cxcrrisiiit;  its 
functiuuk  fur  u  longer  or  shortu*  period  by 
the  presence  of  a  cataract,  it  may  gradually 
.  lose  its  natntel  tcnaibility,  so  that  the  pa- 
tient continues  amaurotic  even  after  the 
opemtion  of  a  cataract.  Asthenic  causes 
nre  abondant  fmorrhagies,  yeneieal  ex- 
cess, masturbation,  old  aj^e,  gnat  Agita- 
tion, fear,  narcotic  poisrms. 

First  among  the  causes  not  enumerated 
with  the  preceding,  and  the  action  of 
which  cannot  be  determined,  may  be 
placed  hereditary  disposition.  M.  Sanson 
ntlended  n  fiunily,  composed  of  nfither 
and  four  children,  all  of  whom  became 
amaurotic  at  the  a^e  of  twenty.  Beer 
motions  a  ca^ic  ui  which  a  woman  become 
•nnmrotic  for  a  time  as  often  as  she  made 
use  of  chocolate.  What  arc  -we  to  think 
of  the  history  of  a  woman  who  from  the 
third  to  the  fourth  month  of  her  pregnancy 


beonme  amauiotift  on  two  neeeeehe  oeea. 

nions.  Blue  eyes,  accordinf^  to  the  same 
authority  (Beer)  appear  not  to  be  liable  to 
thie  affection,  a  proposition  not  with- 
out lome  foundation,  for  of  fifteen  caeee  of 
amaurosis  admitted  at  the  ward  St  J(-nnnr> 
since  the  l&th  February,  two-tiiirds  had 
black  eyec  Cntting  uie  hair  or  bend 
may  also,  according  to  Beer,  prodnee 
amaorr-sis. 

As  to  the  characters  and  varieties  of 
amanroeis,  the  complaint  is  either  slow  or 
rapid;  and  in  this  Inttcr  case,  it  is  nlmn?;t 
alwa)ifi  in  the  morning  that  the  patients 
find  tiMBtdyee  nflected  by  it  It  may  be 
single  or  double,  congenital,  or  occurring 
from  old  nv^e;  c*»in jdctc  or  incomplete; 
partial  or  tolal  ^  it  i^i  also  transient  or  per- 
manoit,  recent  or  old,  continued  or  perio. 
die.  Amaurosis  (generally  afiVrt.'?  both 
eyes  at  once,  and  always  consecutively. 

The  symptoms  may  be  divi^d  into 
timee  ftamished  by  the  patient  ^niiftedM 
signs;  and  thoee  oheerred by  the eugeoB, 
olgeetive  signs. 

The  patient  nmally  experiences  more  or 
less  heailache,  accomi)anied  by  vertigo  and 
somnolence ;  he  has  a  feeling  of  pain  in 
the  eyes,  after  which  Uie  vision  bi^omes 
weakened.  He  perceives  external  objects 
indistincTly  through  a  kind  of  network 
formed  of  threads  of  various  colours— light 
and  brilliant;  at  other  timee  he  ttee  a 
number  of  specks,  and  spots  of  di^rent 
forms  nnt]  shades.  These  lines  and  spot.n 
are  iixed^  that  is  to  say,  they  always 
maintain  the  same  position  with  respect  to 
the  axis  of  the  visoal  raysw  These  are  tha 
subjective  siguK  / 

The  signs  perceired  by  the  surgeon  an 
morenumerous,andmorepositive;  they  an 
as  fidlow  The  iris  is  motionless;  some- 
times, but  rarely,  it  retains  its  contracti- 
lity.  In  order  to  judge  accurately  of  the 
iris,  it  is  ncrcs^ary  to  kcej)  the  other  cvc 
closed;  for  when  this  one  is  sound,  or  but 
slighUy  affected,  the  influence  of  the  light 
npon  it  is  communicated  bgr  eympathYto 
the  iris  iif  the  other  side,  so  as  to  promjce 
its  con  traction.  The  pnpil  is  more  or  le&s 
eontracted,  and  for  the  most  part  it  per- 
fcctly  black  ;  sometimes,  however,  the  co- 
lour 18  greenish,  or  even  whitish;  the  eye 
ulaced  in  the  shade  sometimes  exhibits  a 
fwiUiant  reflection,  similar  to  that  seen  in 
cats  examined  in  tlu-  dark.  The  bottom 
of  the  eye  is  occauoually  marked  with  ir« 
ittgular  spots.  In  eome  nn  eeiet  the  pti» 
pil  is  contracted.  The  patient  seems  to 
squint;  his  look  is  confused  and  exi>res- 
sive  of  hesiiation,  so  that  one  may  form 
a  strong  presumption  as  to  his  emnplsint, 
even  looking  at  him  from  a  distance. 

The  progre.ss  of  the  amaurosis  is  either 
slow  or  rapid— sometimes  nqairing  sera* 
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ral  yearp  to  sttalii  Itt  Ihll  defdoproent  Une  or  iU  membrane  may  be  peivdTed. 

When  it  is  neither  sutldin  nor  vioK  nt,  The  individual  having  cataract,  often  di»- 

there  are  intervals  of  mitigation— a  dis-  tintruishes  objects  less  in brif^ht  Itt^lit  Th  -n 

tinctive  character,  which  serves  to  distin-  in  ihc  shade.    The  diagnosis  between  ui- 

guish  it  Dram  cataract;  for  in  this,  vision  cipitnt  glaueoma  and  amaunMia  is  ver? 

is  lost  progressively,  and  without  those  al-  difficult  at  first;  but  soon  the  patient  ex- 

tematious.  In  some  instancot  the  afl'ection  periences  dull  pains,  deep-seated,  «nfl  then 

only  lasts  a  few  mfimtes,  particularly  landnatiiig;  while,   linaliy,  formuiable 

where  it  is  sympathetic ;  it  then  disappears  changes  manifest  themaelvea  in  the  eye  - 

with  tin-  <  nuse  whiih  had  tcirrn  rise  to  it;  which  doee  Bot  happen  In  simple tman' 

but  its  duration  is  uneertaiu  when  it  is  roaU. 

symptomaUc  or  Idiopathic.  The  prognods  in  tills  oomi  laint  is  not 

The  diai,'nosis  of  this  diseaio  is  not  al-  unfavourable,  considered  wiUl  respect  to 

ways  easy  ;  Ibr  if  it  have  muny  siijns  prD  its  influence  on  the  sv^tt  ni  ir'  nt  rnlh  ,— 

per  to  make  it  distinguishable!  rum  certain  unless,  indeed,  the  loss  of  sight  produce 

other  affectionSy  there  arc  also  those  which  a  serious  depression  of  spirits,  in  which 

may  load  to  error;  and  it  is  thoso  whirli  it  ca^t  \hc  iiiiticnt  will  probably  sink  slowly 

is  neces«ary  to  establiidi  thoroughly.    We  and  ^'nuiuaily.   But  it  mttst  n'>t  »>i«  (h-n\M 

ha?e  alRMj  said  that  die  Immobility  of  that  die  prognosis  is  always  iiuneniiihle 

the  pupil— its  ordinny  dilatation-* its  depriTing  the  individual  as  it  does  of  a 

black  c<dour— the  trntispan  ncv  of  the  eve  prrcions  sense,  it  )h.']uk  extremely  difilcult 

—the  duiness— the  weakness  of  sight— the  to  treat  successi'ully,  and,  if  thi^  liavr  ]yr^n 

inconstant  contnction  of  the  iris,  and  Ito  done^  sdll  more  rare  to  prevent  u  ivturu 

irregularity .  wrrc<  the  most  prominent  cha-  of  the  dlsoider. 
racters  of  aiuaurosis.    Nevertheless,  it  is 


proper  to  observe,  that  in  i)aralysis  of  the 
iris  the  pupil  may  be  immobile,  while  the 
retina  retains  its  scnsihilifv  iji  whnle  or  in 
part.  The  irregularity  of  the  pupil  when 
It  is  Immobile,  Is  sometimes  dependent 
upon  partial  adhesions  of  the  iris  to  the 
merahrane  of  the  crystalline  lens.  The 
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colour  of  the  pupii  may  serve  to  distin-    ^  _ 

pish  Itfiom  Indpient  catafaet;  for  this  »  Eabls  will  cnmenoe  his  lectures, 
black,  or  clrar,  or  greenish,  or  whitish,  Collegj,  of  SiugMms^  on  Tncsdaj 

^pcaranoe  occupies  the  fundus  of  the  le.  April  9ui. 

tina,  and  presents  a  corresponding  conca- 
vity ;  while  in  cataract  it  is  on  a  plane  an-  ~ 
tenor  to  thv  other,  anfl  pxhibitR  a  whitish 
or  cloudy  appearance,   'i'he  opacity  is  in 
direct  proportion  t»  the  diminution  of 
sion.  Some  patients  have  the  sensation  of  a 
cloudy  whiteness  when  they  arc  in  the  dark. 
$trabismu.s  may  take  place  in  simple  am- 
blyopia, and  may  also  be  dmnlatso.  The 
peeuliar  duliuss  nf  n'^prrt  f>nly  occurs  in 
complete  amaurosis,  and  is  its  cori^tant 
sign.   Generally,  when  the  patient 
round  any  light  a  whitish  areola,  it  is  a 
symptom  of  cataract;  but  if  fhr  arcnln 
seems  iridescent,  it  is  indicaUve  of  com- 
mencing amaninsia    A  black  caianu:t 
may  be  confounded  with  amaurosis;  bttt 
this  a/Tection  is  rare.    B^ide*!,  on  exa- 
mining the  parts  in  profile,  we  remark,  saf- 
Bciently  distinetiy,  that  the  pupil  preeentsa 
metallic  rt  fieetion  similar  to  that  of  br<  njz.  d 
■teel  ;jmd,  again,  its  prograuive  march, 
so  diftront  from  tfie  irregular  course  of 
amaurosis,  may  serve  to  ft^Utate  the  di- 
airnosis.     In  cataract,  also,  the  patient 
sees  spou  and  linn  fixed,  or  mobile  j  but 
amaurosis  may  yet  be  distingnUied  ftm 
tJiis  affect  ion  in  that,  in  cataract,  anopa- 
dty  more  or  loss  def  doped  in  the  ciystnl. 
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DISEASES  OF  THE  NECK  AND 
THROAT. 

TONSILITIS. 

Wb  now,  ffcntlcmcn,  enter  the  nir  pas. 
saa:eH  ;  niul  t!ip  fmt  disease  of  which  I  will 
sjHjak  \s  iiiiliuuuiutitu)  of  the  Tonsils,  call* 
ed  by  Callen  c^nnche  tenulariet  but  fre- 
qut  iitly  callt'l  ?'V  others  to  'sUi'h, 

6}impfotn$  —  ihe  <lisease,  however,  to 
which  ibis  nanu;  is  given  is  not  nn  inHnm- 
aiAlion  of  the  tooiila  simply,  but  the  sur 
rounHinn-  |.arts  are  fil«»>  in»>re  or  less  af- 
fected. 1  lie  velum  pendulum  paiati  aud 
the  nvntn,  as  well  a»  the  tonsus,  one  or 
both,  are  rc<l  and  s  vollen.  *T*he  uvula  is 
elongated,  and  its  margins  are  tnin^ilueent ; 
it  becomes  cedematuus  and  swolltfu.  If 
hoth  tonf'ils  be  Inflamed,  on  opening  the 

Ktient's  mnnth  ymi  will  see  two  lnri»e  red 
Ui,one  on  each  side  of  the  throat,  wliich 
imprae  d^lutition  and  speech,  and  may 
he  n  it  also  externally.  Whm  llic  tnusil's 
are  eniarg(*d,  poo]>le  in  common  iuntfunge 
aay  the  almonds  of  the  ears  are  down ; 
they  are  called,  in  common  Inngtinge,  '*  the 
almonds  of  the  l  ar-^."  '•idts  this  swt  ll- 
ing  and  reduess,  the  sccrctiuu  of  the 
parts  Is  altered,  so  that  the  mucus  of 
the  mouth  is  very  tenacious —  limy,  as 
]v«>i>'<U-  say.  There  is  frequently  very  great 
paiui  for  the  inflammation  affeetinK  the 
tonsils  is  of  a  phlegmonous  character,  and 
the  f  nin  scmit  times  rcry  severe,  stabbing 
and  shooting  to  the  ear.  Besides  the 
■hooting  pain,  there  Is  necesswily  gx«at 


tenderness  f'lf.  ]>Mrt;ctilarIy  on  swallow- 
ing. Even  liu'  « liort  to  swuliow  the  sali- 
Ta — that  is  to  say,  the  mere  effect  of  swal> 
lowing,  witliuiit  ihe  prcsrnrc  of  any  firm 
substance  to  swallow — gives  pain ;  the  mo 
tion  of  the  part  is  prudnctiTe  of  ])ain. 
You  may  see  the  disease  sometimes  on  one 
si  le  only,  and  s'mit  times  only  <mi  the  other; 
and  it  is  said  llmt  the  disease  will  shift 
from  one  tonsil  to  the  other,  ju»it  as  is 
sometimes  seen  in  iiinaimiiiifi'  ;i  f"  the  eye  : 
when  one  eye  gets  better,  the  other  will 
become  inflamed  .*  and  this  is  often  per« 
ccived  in  the  eiise  of  the  tonsils ;  when  one 
ceases  to  he  inflamed,  the  otht  r  iKcojnt  s  so. 

Sometime*:,  in  addition  to  tin-  inilam- 
tnntion  producing  redness,  heat,  swelling, 
and  linrdiiess,  there  is  a  little  ulci  ratinn  — 
specks  •>('  aleeratiou.  Some  persons,  as 
soon  as  1 1 H  y  I  are  a  sore  throat,  bare  specks 
of  ulceration  here  and  there  on  the  tonsils 
ajnl  u\  ula,  with  very  little  subjacent  inflam 
niaiinii.  Some  perscms  have  the  niuious 
memhrunc  only  inflamed;  the  inflanima> 
tion  is  «|uite  superficial ;  jx  rlia])s  without 
any  inflammation  of  the  suhjacent  cellular 
membrane,  hardness,  or  enlargement.  If 
•  li*  case  he  severe,  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
pv'-fxia.  The  jHil*;e  will  become  \ery  mtirk 
i  J  this  disease,  a^i  it  sometimes  will  in 
acute  riieumntism,  "nithout  any  danger 
wliatever;  and  the  tongm  i>  t'rr(|iienlly  ex- 
cessively foal ;  1  presume  from  the  inflam- 
mation affecting  it  as  well  as  other  parts. 
Tin  fo.ilju  lis  of  the  tnngne  is  not  at  all 
in  proporti<m  to  the  danger  of  the  disease; 
but  I  presnnie  it  arises  in  a  great  measure 
ftom  the  irritation  being  situated  in  that 
qnartiT  f>f  ihr  bodv. 

TrrminnUtu}. — The  disease  may  terminate 
in  resolution,  as  it  is  called,  or  it  may  ter- 
minate in  suppuration.  It  i;  dci idt^ (l!y 
phlegmon(Mi<<  inflammation,  so  far  as  the 
parts  are  concerned,  and  they  very  fro- 

auently  suppurate;  and  when  they  do, 
le  matter  is  found  to  be  very  o/Tensive — as 
oflensive  as  if  it  were  coming  from  a  dis- 
fated  bone* 
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Prediqtmag  Came$. — The  predispoaiog 
canses  to  the  disease  are,  in  fbe  fnt  place, 
a  peculiar  constitution  and  disposition  to 
it.  There  are  some  pet»]ili'  ^vlio,  in  what- 
ever way  thev  are  exposed  to  the  general 
canaes  of  indamioatios,  continually  get  a 
sore  throat.  Whenever  they  are  exposed 
to  the  vicissitudes  of  temperature,  (Mtloneas, 
and  moisture,  they  are  sure  to  haTe  in* 
flammation  of  tho  throat ;  and  this  will 
run  in  families,  so  as  to  Ik*  constitutional. 
It  cvrtiiinly  is  predisposed  to  by  mercury. 
When  persons  naTC  Men  moch  under  the 
influciuf  of  mercury,  they  are  very  liable, 
as  I  formerly  mentioned,  when  s])iakinti;  of 
inflammation  in  general,  tu  take  eold  from 
the  vici«itudes  of  temperature,  and  the 
throat  is  certainly  partienlarly  liable  to 
inflammation  from'  this  cause.  The  youth, 
fnl  period  of  life  appcan  more  liable  to 
tonsilitis  than  old  ago:  we  see  far  more 
cases  of  inflammatory  sore  thmat  in  the 
youn^'  than  in  the  old. 

hlu  ttimg  Cmuu. — Tlw  ezdtinfr  eauses  of 
the  <li.sea*.e  are,  especially,  (d*!  nnd  wet, 
whether  applied  to  the  body  ut  large,  or  to 
the  feet  only.  Perhaps,  among  the  predis- 
poting  causes,  I  night  naTe  mentioned  the 
season  of  tbe  year — «?)>niitr  Tt  rtainlv 
cases  of  this  description  occur  fruui  cold 
■ad  wot  more  fiequentlr  in  the  spring  tluui 
at  :in  V  oilier  period  of  the  year.  Cold  and 
wet  united  are  common  cnu«irs  of  the 
disease.  C\»ld  applied  m  any  way  ij» 
sufficient  to  produce  the  disease. 

Trr  iiineut. — Tn  regard  to  the  treatment,  it 
is  rarely  necessaiy  to  take  any  blood  from 
the  arm ;  but  locdws  around  tiie  throat 
are  particularly  useful.  I  do  not  know  that 
it  is  neccssan'  to  apply  them  intmialh  to 
the  fauces;  \  lliiuk  ilmt  exl«  rnally  they 
aaswur  every  purpose  they  can  do,  and 
that  a  free  application  of  leeches  is  far 
before  blistering.  As  a  general  rule,  in 
the  treatment  of  inflammation  we  most 
be  upon  our  gtlard  never  to  let  l)Iistering 
take  the  place  of  the  removal  of  blooo. 
If  the  inflammation  be  at  all  severe,  you 
only  harass  a  patient  in  any  inflammation 
whatever  by  blistt  rini;,  if  there  be  a 
necessitv  to  take  away  blood  ;  and  in  this 
difea-se  blistering  is  a  very  j»ainftil  remedy. 
A  blister  pn>diiees  great  anguish  when 
applied  to  the  throat,  and  do.  s  fiot  answer 
by  any  means  so  good  a  purpose  as 
leeches  —  the  flreqnent  application  of 
leeches  externally  under  the  lower  jaw, 
followed  by  pouitiee«.  The  application 
of  poultices  not  only  tends  to  cueonrai^e 
the  bleeding,  but  is  a  constant  fomenta- 
tion, a  mo<le  of  relaxing  the  parts,  and 
causing  perspiration  there.  If  tlie  patient 
be  too  weak  for  yon  to  apply  leeches,  a 
blister  then  will  be  proper ;  or,  if  you  hare 
applied  b  f  (  he--  mtich  n«  y<ui  tliink  ad- 
Ti^ablr,  and  still  il  i<>  n*4^niMte  to  do  more. 


before  the  disease  can  be  controlled,  then 
blisters  maybe  used wflh advantage.  It 

must,  however,  be  remembend,  that  when 
a  patient  can  bear  leeches  yon  fii|d  thcoi 
the  most  useful. 
I  have  found  great  beneflt  in  thisdiseaso 

from  a  mode  of  treatment  perfectly  ana- 
logous to  what  is  practised  with  so  much 
success  in  some  cases  of  inflammation  of 
the  surface  of  the  body  and  subjacent  oel- 
lular  membrane.  You  know  tbnt.  in  cry- 
hipelas  phlegmonoidesy  or  any  kuid  of 
ery  sipelas  where  there  is  extreme  tension 
and  hardness  of  the  surface,  incisions 
do  great  good ;  they  set  the  snrfaee  at 
liberty — allow  it  to  gap,  so  that  tlie  teusioii 
is  removed,  and  great  benefit  always  cnsnes. 
Now  I  have  adopte<t  similar  tn'ntTrjrnt  fre- 
quently in  inflammation  of  the  tou:»il»,  and 
with  veiy  great  effect.  It  is  sometimes  very 
didieolt  toknow,in  the  case  of  the  tonxils, 
whtther  matter  is  formed  or  not;  and  I 
dare  say  many  practitioners — 1  am  sure  it 
has  occurred  to  me-  have  plunged  a  kmeet 
into  the  tonsils,  in  the  expectation  of  find 
ing  matter,  when  there  was  none.  They 
become  sometimes  so  exceedingly  large 
that  it  warrants  a  person  in  trying  wbether 
there  is  any  matter  or  not.  Sometimes, 
when  there  is  matter,  instead  of  being  sof. 
tcned,  the  parts  are  so  tense  tiiat  yon  will 
not  find  any  fluctuation  ;  and  sometimes 
they  are  swollen  so  much  that  you  would 
fancy  there  wa.<»  fluid  when  there  is  not. 
Thus  mistakes  are  made  on  both  sides. 
But  whether  matter  comes  or  not,  trreat  re- 
lief  is  experienced  by  plunging  a  lancet  intu 
one  or  two  places.  The  part  is  always 
very  tense;  if  you  put  in  a  lancet  it  gapes; 
nn(l  w  hen  there  is  a  little  bleeding  the  pa 
titnt  in  most  tajws  is  better  for  it.  I  have 
seen  it  afford  far  more  relief  than  leediea; 
and  1  know,  therefon\  that  it  is  a  very 
g«>od  practice  to  pot  a  lancet  in  (or  the 
])urpose  of  making  an  indrion  In  libe  ton- 
sils. If  there  be  any  matter  there  the  i»~ 
ca]»<'  w»»ul<l  be  desirable;  but  if  there  be 
none  you  generally  find  very  great  benefit. 

For  the  purpose  fif  purging  there  is  no. 
thintr  so  irood  as  a  large  dose  of  calomel, 
because  it  may  be  mixed  with  sugar  and 

{ut  on  the  tongue,  and  it  slips  down  ea-sily. 
t  is  wrong  tu  give  acrid  purgatives,  sucn 
as  salt*^.  ^vhich  stimulate  tne  parts  as  they 
go  duwu;  and  it  is  wrong  to  give  any 
ming  bnUry;   eastpr  oil  easily  slips  down. 

Some  [nr  i.Tis  n  eommend  vomiting  in 
this  discQM.-,  and  certainly  it  causes  a  great 
discharge  of  mucus  from  the  pharynx  and 
larynx,  and  all  the  surrounding  {MUts,  and 
freipu  ntly  does  good;  but  fretjuently  it  if 
a  severe  remedy,  i  believe  the  free  appli. 
cation  of  leeches  externally,  an  indsioB  or 
two  in  the  tonsjK,  and  a  good  dose  of  calo> 
mcl,fortlie  inii-,t  part  cure  the  disease. 
Uargle^  are  pUasanl  to  the  patient,  on 
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mocount  of  the  tenacity  of  the  muctu.  A 

sour  gtirgle  wry  'Lrnitt  fnl,  and  ao  smnr- 
Uioes  is  the  inbaJatiuu  of  the  steam  of  hot 
wmter.  Thie  idaxei  die  parte,  and  is  found 
very  agreeable ;  but  I  have  often  seen  pa- 
tients  derivf  th»'  ^  cntrst  comfort  from  ices. 
'  As  to  starviug  aiid  low  diet  yon  need  not 
ineolcate  it,  for  the  patient  eannot  twnllow 
any  thinj^.  As  «onn  as  ever  yon  arc  satis 
fied  there  is  lluctuattun,  as  soon  as  you  feel 
the  pelts  soft,  or  if  the  pnit  have  been  in> 
flamed  some  day  s,  and  continoes  large,  it 
i»  always  right  then  to  make  a  puncture. 
If  YOU  do  not  choose  to  make  a  puncture 
t»  uaien  the  inflammation,  still  it  is  ri^ht 
to  do  it  on  the  probability  of  there  being 
matter,  not  oaij  a«  soon,  as  you  feel  fluctu. 
•tion,  littt  when  aerenil  dMr«  imre  elapsed, 
and  the  part  is  swoUen.  ft  is  wrou^  ever 
to  fJelay  this  operation ;  it  is  quit*  harm- 
less, aud  only  productive  of  mumiiitary 
pain. 

Althougli  this  is  the  form  of  the  disease 
wtiich  we  see  crery  daj,  yet  we  occasion- 
•Uj  And  this  afleetion  oecnrring  with  debi. 
lity.  It  is  chiefly  in  old  people  that  it  oc- 
curs in  til  is  latter  form,  and  chiefly  in  peo- 
ple who  iiave  had  fru4ueut  .sore  throats. 
When  the  throat  has  been  sore  very  often, 
the  inflnnnnation  is  not  of  an  active  kind, 
but  foUo\vt»  the  course  of  gonorrhoea  :— 
when  people  have  had  that  affection 
often,  the  active  symptoms  are  less  severe, 
and  "^o  it  h  in  the  throat.  When  persons 
have  had  many  uitack*  of  lou.silitis,  the  in- 
flammation ie  generallv  less  active ;  the 
parts  are  not  of  so  bright  a  red  ,  rhry  arc 
of  a  more  dingy  red,  there  is  less  pain,  and 
the  ftw^ing  is  greater  in  pro]M)rtion  to  the 
other  symptoms. 

Tn  such  a  case  as  this,  with  such  debility 
of  ctmstitutiuD,  the  shortcut  way  is  to  give 
atimalatiiy  gargles ;  for  instance,  the  Ame- 
rican decoction  of  scncka,  with  Cayenne 
pepper  and  brandy  iu  it.  If  the  patient 
be  weak,  jon  must  give  good  food,  and 
sometimes  allow  a  little  wine.  The  case 
may  l)c  like  any  other  intlamniation — active, 
aud  to  be  treated  hr^t  poiutt-d  out,  or  it 
nay  be  passive,  and  require  only  local  aa- 
strincrents  and  stimulants  ;  but  .sometimes 
the  whole  constitution  is  weak,  and  you 
have  to  support  the  patient  with  good  food, 
and  peihapa  oiren  wine. 

remiftftf,  attemUd  with  Uletraiint, 

It  is  wlien  this  disease  occurs  with  ulce- 
ration that  treatment  of  tli!";  kind  is  mo.st 
Ikequently  nH^uired.  Sometimes,  when  the 
disease  oecQfs  with  nieemtion,  there  is  a 

jrcat  tendency  to  morlifieulion. 

This  is  a  case  that  must  be  treated 
en  the  principles  I  before  inentioned^good 
food,  more  wine,  and  perliaps  quinine. 

But  good  ff)od  '.viiie  nre  rniMTii^  the 

b^  things  J  and  you  mui»t  aiw  employ 


stimulatittf  applications,  togetlier  with  sti- 
mulating gtirgles.  In  this  case,  too,  tlie 
chlorides  of  soda  aud  lime  answer  very 
well ;  that  is,  when  the  patient  requires  a 
stimulating  gargle  simply. 

Tt  is  not,  however,  in  cverv  ca«c  of  in- 
flammation that  yuu  are  to  presume  there 
isolceration;  but,  as  I  mentioned  when 
sju  iikincr  (if  !ilf  rnition  of  other  parts  of  the 
body,  v^here  tiare  is  ulceration  you  must 
adopt  antipblognstic  regimen.  Bfany  cases 
of  ulcers  of  tlic  leg  have  I  seen  yield  to  an- 
tiphlogistic treatment  after  nil  other  means 
had  failed;  and  so  it  is  iu  ulceration  of 
other  imrts  of  the  bodj.  Yon  see  the  parts 
red,  and  there  are  signs  of  strength,  and 
the  shortest  way  to  cure  the  ulceration  is 
to  bleed  locally  and  generally,  and  put  the 
antiphlogistic  plan  in  force.  Ulceration, 
however,  (»ccarrin]^  in  the  throat  is  most 
frequeutly  i>f  an  opposit*;  character.  Tliis 
uleefation  of  Hie  throat  is  most  frequently 
seen  in  scarlet  fever,  where  it  is  ca!l( d  i/. 
nanche  taaUgua  ;  but  frequently  ulceration 
of  the  tiuttat  occnn  without  scarlet  fever 
at  all. 

Tndcr  these  circumstances,  it  is  fre- 
queutly  necessary  to  iuject  stimulating 

nies  several  times  a-day.  One  of  the 
applications  is  the  acetate  of  copper 
made  into  a  gargle.  There  are  many  good 
ones,  hut  diis  is  one  of  the  best. 

Chronic  ulceration,  also,  of  these  parts 
is  very  common.  It  is,  you  know^oneof 
tlie  common  ellcets  of  sypliilis. 

EiiUtrgemeut  of  die  Tojmls. 

But,  besides  this,  the  disease  itself 
(to  say  nothing  of  inflammation  in  other 

parts)  is  sometimes  chronic,  and  it  is 
then  attended  with  pennanent  enlarge- 
meiit  of  thu  tomils  'I'his  is  more  fre- 
quently seen  in  children  than  others.  The 
tonsils,  after  they  have  been  inllainptl,  re- 
main hard,  fall  into  a  state  of  chronic  in- 
flammation, {nduration,a]id'enlargemcnt— 
from  lymplj,  I  presume,  having  been  ef- 
fused into  tlie  cellular  membrane.  There 
u  no  diihculty,  in  cases  of  this  description, 
in  making  a  diagnosis.  If  you  fail  to 
make  it  externally,  you  have  only  to  make 
the  patient  open  his  mouth  audi  you  sec 
the  disease. 

Treatment. — The  best  treatment  is  the 
moderate  exliibition  of  calomel,  so  as 
slightly  to  affect  the  mouth ;  the  use  of 
iodine,  internally  or  externally;  and  by.- 
driodateof  |H)ta.ssa.  Iodine,  in  both  forms, 
has  great  power  in  dissolving  aud  tUssi- 
pating  induiation  and  enlaigement.  There 
can  be  no  impropriety  in  combining  both 
plans  together.  If  there  be  much  tender* 
ness,  leeches  arc  very  proper. 

Occasionally  this  enlargement  is  not  the 
result  (>f  Hctivp  inflammation,  but  take^ 
place  slowly  j  aud  friction  with  iodme,  or 
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hytlriodate  of  pota«s,  or  both,  is  a  very 

go<Ml  tiling.  SometinK  }<>n  w  ill  sto  cases 
io  which  it  is  Judged  right  tu  hare  recourse 
to  snixerj,  to  exurpate  the  toosUs,  or  tie  m 
li'^turc}  but  the  f^rcater  nuinber  of  cases 
do  not  require  this,  provi'K-fl  von  trrsit 
thtm  earlj  and  perKevcriugly  by  mcrcui y, 
or  iodine  and  hydriodate  of  potaisa,  bodi 
intemaily  and  externally. 

Ftct'd  Bftttth, 

SpcakfofT  of  diseases  of  tiie  tonsils,!  may 

inpnT!(»n,  thnt  ^nmetimfs  persons  nr»'  roii 
suited  on  account  of  the  patient  hawiitj  a 
fcBtid  breath,  oomraonly  called,  la  Tulgar 
ltiiii:i;nt:f,  (/  st,i'.>k>i  thimuru.  It  mw^t  be  Tery 
annoy  ing  if  people  are  marrit;:d,  or  even  in 
the  way  of  biiug  married  ^  and  I  hare  no 
doubt  that  it  has  frequently  prevented  that 
interesting  ceremony  fn)m  takintr  pb«  p. 

Cauyes. — Now  a  fcetid  breath  mu>  arise 
ftom  many  cauflce.  It  may  be  accioental, 
from  a  person  ratina:  «;omething  nasty, 
aud  nhieh  enters  into  the  blood,  and  is 
there  poured  forth,  till  the  Wood  gets  rid 
of  it  all,  ftom  the  rensels  of  tlie  hr.mchi:?. 
If  a  person  eat  nnion<<,  it  U  not  they 
arc  in  the  stomach  that  the  breath  is  lu  tid  ; 
hot  when  the  od<nooe  principle  of  the 
^onion*^  i<  in  the  Mood,  it  i'j  pfnired  forth 
into  the  bruuchial  membrane.  1  he  brun- 
cbial  membrane  is  found,  by  physiolnsrical 
experiment,  to  be  one  of  tlie  L^reat  outlets 
by  which  the  body  crets  rid  of  improper 
thing5«  taken  into  the  blood,  or,  at  ka&t,  of 
things  foreign  to  the  blood.  Carious  teeth, 
or  a  diseased  hone,  likewise  a  can  so  of 
-fuctid  breath  j  but  uuc  very  common  cau!>e 
is  a  depraved  secretion  of  the  tonsils.  If 
you  look  into  the  mouths  of  these  patient«, 
you  will  frequently  the  lonsil.s  erdarq:ed, 
one  or  both,  or  at  any  rate  you  see  them 

eontainins  a  eheesv  like  matter ;  and  if  it 
be  pressed-out  %n  itfi  the  luindle  of  a  spoon, 
the  uerson's  breatli,  for  the  time,  is  so 
jnncn  the  less  olfensive:  but  the  indivi- 

«I<i;irs  hreatli  itself,  independent  of  this 
Stuft,  may  be  f>frens!ve. 

I  sihould  imagine  tln-.i  Mimulating  the 
IbUieles  to  a  greater  M  en  tion  would  favour 
the  tsmpp  of  this  sluM,  asnl  not  allow  it  to 
accumulate  there,  and  form  these  miu^eous 
concretions. 

Puitutes  on  tht  Tungue,  and  ChetJa  of 

Yon  will  repeatedly  have  children 
brought  to  jou  by  tht  ir  inotliers  %vith  pns 
tales  on  the  tan^pie  and  lips,  and  ixxsidc 
the  chcds.  r  do  not  know  that  the  dis- 
ease has  any  specifit  iinine,  but  tlie  tongue, 
sides  of  the  checks,  and  Wy*,  are  ele  vated 
in  conFeqnencc  of  the  pustules,  and  the 
tongue  is  frequently  much  swollen,  and 
}iist  thr  r "'Mur  that  it  is  when  pt  r^ons  are 
miMrb  >tnU«.r  the  influence  of  mi  re  ury.  You 
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would  imsf^ine  at  first  sigh^  from  the 

swelling  of  the  tongue,  the  quantity  of 
mucus  secreted,  the  salira  running  out  of 
the  mouth,  and  the  foetid  state  of  the 
breath,  that  the  child  had  taken  mercury ; 
but  if  yon  tjive  calomel  in  such  a  ^tate  as 
a  ^>urguuve,  (and  which  is  one  of  the  best 
thrags  to  give  to  children),  it  does  not 
increase  the  mischief,  but  answers  well  as 
a  purgatire. 

rresrsunf I  have  found  great  benefit  is 
these  cases  from  the  use  of  washes  eon 
ta i  11  i n i,' «io!nc  astringent ;  but  the  l)e.  t  mo<ie 
ol  f^iving  il  to  the  child  is  to  put  a  ^rainor 
two  of  sulphate  of  zinc,  for  example,  into 
an  onrce  of  syrup.  The  child  ha^  x\"  "h 
iection  to  it,  and  it  exercises  a  benchciai 
influence.  The  disease  sometimes  occws 
to  many  children  in  one  family;  but  whe- 
tluT  it  is  contairi'ius  I  do  not  Know.  The 
disease  is  deseriUd  as  common  ulcers  on 
the  mouth  of  children,  and  they  may  last 
some  time  without  any  danger,  Ivir  j  nr 
gativcs  and  local  astringcut.s  are  \ery  use- 
ful. Whenever  yon  have  to  apply  an  as- 
tringent to  the  mouth  of  a  child,  it  is  best 
to  give  it  in  syrup,  instead  of  water, 

APHTUJE. 

Tlurc  is  a  <li5ca"r  thnt  atfects  thes* 
parts  frequently  and  usuaUy  in  the  period 
of  infancy,  which  is  called  the  fArtuA,  or.  in 
medical  language,  aphtha:  It  is  men- 
tioned always  under  diseases  of  the  skin  j 
but  an  it  occurs  in  the  month  and  throat, 
it  is  perhaps  hardly  right  to  call  it  a  cn- 
taneous  diniase— it  b  a  disease  of  the 
mucous  membrane. 

CA«nrct«r.<— However,  this  disetCse,  aph- 
tha?, consists  in  the  formation  of  vt  sieles 
within  the  mouth  and  lips,  and  all  the 
way  along  ihe  checks,  tongue,  tlie  velum 

feadnlnni  pnlati,  even  the  mucous  mem- 
ranee  (if       I'.nrd  palate,  the  tnTT?ils,  and 

|)harynx.  On  opening  the  mouth,  you  sec 
usttheappeaiance  as  if  the  patient  had 
Kcn  taking  milk  curds  and  whey,  or  some 
chalk  mixture:  all  the  vesicles  are  ex- 
ceedingly while.  This  is  prod  u  cd  bv  in. 
numerable  elevations  of  the  (  iiliele,  by  a 
fluid,  and  a  lari^e  ninnV:  r  of  minute  ve- 
t>icles>.  There  is  sometimes  a  good  deal 
inflammation  with  it,  and  sometimes  yon 
will  see  scarcely  any  thing  more  than  this 
white  appea  ance,*  as  il*  the  parts  were 
filled  with  eurd. 

Frequenihi  conj,rin»H  mtk  Other  Dmam, 
It  certninly  is  the  most  eomnion  in  infant?*, 
but  you  will  frequently  sec  it  in  adults,  at 
the  end  of  chrfinic  diseases,  at  the  end  of 
phthisis.  It  is  very  common  for  persons 
then  to  complain  nnieh  of  the  throat,  \a 
complain  c»f  a  ditUculty  of  swallowing,  and 
even  when  persons  die  of  diseases  of  tbe 
abdonvn  ^f  vnriou«!  fort*^,  it  i;«  Tcry  U'^utiI 
iudceii  to  .<»ce aphtha*  before  death,    it  wiU 
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wear  in  aid  people,  from  very  Uifling 
causes. 

Not  neeeaarilv  fatal  in  old  people. — Now 
tlii^  is  supposed  to  be  a  fatal  disease  when 
it  oeeurrs  in  old  people,  or  in  those  in 
whom  a  chronic  disease  has  existed  for  a 
long  time ;  but  it  is  not  an  invariable  rule. 
J  recollect  an  old  ladv  of  90 ;  she  was  so 
old  that  nobody  tbonght  of  saying  how  old 
she  was;  she  had  been  inuctv  m  K>tigtbat 
nobody  continued  to  a(l*i  the  odd  years, 
just  as  is  tlie  case  in  horses  j  and  she  was 
the  wonder  of  the  village.  At  that  ad> 
vanccd  asrc  she  suflVn  d  an  attack  of  hron 
chilis*,  and  got  well,  and  aften^'ards  at- 
tainea  theageof  100;  how  ninch  more  I 
cannot  tell;  but  I  know  she  lived  ten  years 
after  the  attack,  nfit%vith>;tan*1iMtf  it  was 
united  with  aphtha?,  and  therciore  ajththc-c 
is  not  a  Iktal  si^  in  old  people.  Yoa 
however  fcc  the  disiasc  (-(ciy  ilay  in  per 
sons  w  bo  arc  d^  lug  of  chronic  dikcaaes*  I 
believe  old  women  sar  that  von  most  hare 
the  thrush  6rst  or  last;  toat  if  jon  do 
licit  have  it  when  \ou  are  younsr.  vou  must 
when  you  arc  old.  I  only  nu  uti«>.i  this  to 
shew  how  common  the  disease  is. 

Tr(<^fmnlt.^'St^\^•  %vhi  n  ilic  disease  oc» 
cars  iu  iufant^,  it  may  be  so  slight  as  to 
require  scarcelT  any  treatment;  but  if 
it  do,  you  find  it  useful  to  employ  the 
wnnn  mith,  and  attend  to  the  h  ^v^N 
'1  here  is  frequently  irritation  of  tlic  mucous 
membrane  lower  down  in  the  alimentary 
eanal,  frequently  si<.l<neRs,  and  rr^<(uently 
diarrbcea;  and  you  therefore  freijuently 
find  it  nsefal,  besides  the  warm  bath,  to 
have  reconne  to  pni^tires,  and  besides 
that,  it  is  sometimes  nfco«»<«ary  to  etnploy 
hydrarg.  c.  crctaand  opium,  'i  here  i:.  i»ficn 
tenderness  on  nressare,  and  then  it  Js  ne- 
cessary to  apply  poultices  over  tlu*  'abdo. 
men,  as  a  constant  warm  batli,  and  to 
apply  a  leech  or  two,  but  often  a  mustard 
poultice  answers  best  A  small  portion  of 
ipecacuanha,  or  camph»»r,  is  nPten  service- 
able, but  nothing  is  better  than  a  mild 
astringent  in  synip,  snch  as  I  have  men- 
tiontd  already— a  niiimte  quantity  of  sul 
pbatc  of  zinc,  for  example.  AlauV  people 
employ  borax  and  honey  ;  and  old  women 
tie  a  rag  to  a  stick,  and  m(»p  out  the  citild'k 
month,  and  thus  make  things  worse  — they 
had  better  use  a  camel's  hair  pencil,  or 
leave  the  disease  to  pnrsne  its  conne.  I 
hnrr  no  doubt  that  in  children  the  chlo- 
rides are  useful,  but  of  conrs<'  the>  must  be 
given  very  much  diluted.  In  aclulta  I  do 
not  know  any  means  so  yseful  as  the  chlo- 
ride*; ;  they  will  frequently  change  the  ap- 
pearuuee  of  the  mouth  almost  immcdiatelT; 
lint  they  require  to  be  well  diluted— the 
rnmmnii  'olntion  must  be  diluted  with  six 
or  eight  times  its  weigiit  of  water.  VVhcu 
the  intestines  bare  been  in  a  state  of  irrita- 
tioo  omly^  a  Ibw  specks  wiU  appear  at  the 


rectum,  and  then  old  women  consider  that 
the  disease  has  had  a  long  joumev,  and 
shewn  itself  at  the  other  end.    If,  how- 

eicr,  vn  lt<;,k  into  the  intistinr^,  you  fmJ 
no  lulianunution,  only  sneek**,  but  it  is 
only  towards  the  anus  tnat  the  speclu 
npj.iar;  nrvcrthtk-ss,  the  irritation  v\hi(  h 
produced  the  vesicles  eeriaialy  does  frc- 
qnently  extend  all  through  the 'alimentary 
canal. 

EARACffE. 

Before  I  quit  these  parts,  as  we  are  S9 

near  the  tar,  which  communicates  with 
thtim  by  the  eustachian  tube,  I  must  direct 
your  attention  to  what  Is  commonly  called 
ear  acht,  not  because  it  is  an  important 
disease  i^enerally,  but  sometimes  it  is  of 
very  great  importance. 

Vou  will  recollect  I  mentioned,  when- 
spcalviiitr  of  innammation  of  the  hmin,  lliat 
it  will  spread  from,  the  ears  and  eyes.  T 
have  seen  several  cases  of  phrenitis  which 
have  spread  from  the  ear.  Common  ear- 
ache is  not  a  thing  so  free  frf»m  danger  as 
ttMiLh  ache;  we  every  day  see  car  ache,  and 
think  nothingof  it  when  persons  comjiUiin, 
but  in  any  case  it  may  be  dangerous. 

Treatment, — Ear-ache  alwavB  arises  ffom 
more  or  less  infiammation  in  the  meatus 
auditorins,  and  ought  ahvays  to  be  at> 
tended  to.  Leeches  should  be  a]»plit  d  ex- 
ternally, and  blisters,  aud  iu  some  cases 
the  patient  should  be  bled  In  the  arm* 
After  it  has  last*  1  a  !onx  time,  the  bones 
frequently  become  curiou.s,  aud  wtien  the 
bones  are  cartons  within,  infiammation  of 
the  dura  mater  lyinff  upon  the  p<'tral  por- 
tion  of  the  temporalbone  is  likdv  to  come- 
on,  and  tlien  it  is  all  over.  You  w  ill  hnd^ 
after  death,  matter  formed  within  the  car 
itself;  but  you  find  it  also  fo.nied  ujion 
the  bone  under  the  dura- mater,  and  jier- 
haps  above  the  dnra-matcr— in  the  arach^ 
noid,  and  various  other  parts ;  jn  r!uips  on 
the  pia  mater,  ami  other  parts  of  the  head^ 
eneephaloid  disease  and  other  affections 
take  place,  the  patient  becomes  delirious, 
and  is  soon  gone.  Th.  refore,  when  yoir 
sec  intense  earache,  and  the  j>aiient  com- 
plains of  pain  in  wune  other  part  besidt  .* 
the  ear,  and  yon  observe  a  wandering  of 
the  eyes,  it  i*>  well  to  tell  the  friends  that 
be  is  in  the  greatest  danger. 

Of  eovne,  such  a  case  ought  to  be 
treated,  like  other  ca.scs  of  pbrenitis,  ac- 
tively, but  I  believe  in  almost  every  case 
j^ou  find  all  treatment  unavaiiin^:.  Yhcre 
IS  a  local  cause  keeping  up  intlammation 
of  the  part,  that  !?>  say,  disease  of  the 
ear,  and  you  cannot  expect  to  be  succeasfuL. 

PIIARYKGITIS. 

There  is  also  inflammation  of  another 
part,  very  far  back,  which  is  spoken  of 
by  CoUea,  and  I  thersfon  IcgiUmately 
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tondb  apou  it,  viz.  pharyngitis,  iaflam- 
maticm  of  tbe  pharynx,  or,  m  it  it  called 

by  f'nllcn,  eunonche  pharyngea. 

SymplomaUc  and  Idiofhxthic.—Vhoxy ngilih 
nsoally  takes  i>!ace  from  the  mere  spread 
of  inflaramati-  n  from  the  tinisils  :  when 
the  tonjils  are  iuilamed,it  is  very  common 
for  the  inflammation  to  |0  fkrther  back. 
Inflammatioa  knows  nodung  of  our  arti< 
ficial  division  <»f  ortrans  and  division  of 
diseases,  but  away  u  goes  along  the  ma- 
ooQs  membrane,  and  the  pharynx  it  con- 
tinually inflamed.  Now  and  tlicn,  how- 
ever, we  have  it  in  an  idiopathic  form, 
that  is  to  say,  it  occurs  as  a  distinct  sepa- 
rate diseaae»  not  comil^^  on  with  any 
otIuT  diM>nv<>  I  have  myself  seen  one  or 
two  iiiidtaiiars  of  it. 

Symptoms. — When  tilta  inflammation  ex. 
ists  there  is  redness  at  the  back  of  the 
throat ;  on  looking  into  the  mouth  you  see 
the  pofterior  part  exceedingly  red.  Respi- 
mtion  Is  not  at  all  difficult,  as  yon  mi^t 
suppose ;  but  deglutition  is  very  much  im- 
pedcd.  The  voice  is  not  afi*ected  airy  more 
than  respiration;  at  any  rate,  if  there  be 
nnv  (liffi<  Tiltv  of  respintioii,  it  is  slic:ht. 
it  is  the  gullet  that  is  afiectcd,  and  there. 
Jbre  petsons  can  speak  and  respire  very 
well. 

Treatment. — With  reganl  to  tr^ntiuent,  it 
is  the  same  as  that  for  inHaiuumiion  of  the 
tmuils,  and  thenfora  I  iball  not  dwell 
npon  it 

STRICTURE  OP  THE  OESOPHAGUS. 

We  are  freoncntly  consul  te<l  upon  a 
disease  rather  lower  down  than  the  pha- 
rynx—that is  to  say,  stricture  in  the  oeso- 
phagus, producing  obstraetion. 

Symyicmi. — In  tliis  disease  there  is,  as  in 
iuflamraation,  a  difficulty  of  deglutition ; 
but  then  there  is  no  sensation  of  beat  in 
the  part,  no  soreness,  and  for  the  most 
pait»  no  pain.  The  difficulty  of  dqrlu- 
tition  It  duronic,  and  for  tlie  most  part  oas 
come  on  very  slowly. 

It  is  (a^ilv  ascertained  h\  the  applica- 
tion of  a  bougie  or  jtrobaug,  and  this,  I 
may  say,  is  the  only  remedy ;  for  medicine 
can  do  no  good  in  strictare  of  the  a?so- 
phajHi'^  V\  h(  n  yatients  come  with  a  diffi- 
culty ot  swaliuwiug,  if  Tou  aM^riain  it  is 
not 'in  tbe  throat,  bnt  a  little  lower  down, 
and  yon  find  the  stricture  has  come  on 
slowly,  it  is  right  to  pass  an  instrument 
down  a  certain  distance.  This  being  the 
case,  yon  employ  surgery, and  surgery  only. 

Bnt  vou  will  sf>nit  (imes  see  tliis  in  a  dif- 
ierent  form,  and  it  m  then  entirely  of  a 
fpasmodie  mitnre.  Preqaentl^,  when  per- 
sons  have  not  a  pennanmt  strieUire  of  the 
oesophagus,  they  have  otrasionaiiy  a  spas- 
modic stricture  iu  the  part,  just  as  they 
hare  in  tha  nrethra)  to  that  it  will  bo  ten 
tTtiir  wona  at  one  time  than  it  ie  at 
another. 


sPASMomc  coNsmicTioy  of  the 

mOPHAOVS. 

Occasionallv  there  is  another  symptom 
without  any  danger.  You  find  the  oeso- 
phagus fall  into  a  state  of  spasmodic  con- 
striction. This  occun  move  fteqnently  in 
women  than  in  other  pcrso?i«!,  mid  fre- 
quently it  is  connected  with  hysterical 
symptoms. 

Tretiiineiit. — Tlie  best  mode  of  trt  aJing  it 
is  to  use  tlie  shower-bath;  to  pui^c  the 
patient  well ;  to  use  oil  of  turpentine, 
all  the  remedies  of  that  kind.  I  have  lead 
of  cases  where  it  appeared  to  g^ive  way  to 
mercury,  but  I  have  not  seen  them  my> 
self  i  it  has  always  appeared  to  me,  that 
they  would  do  K-tter  with  the  common 
remedies  of  hysteria — by  piui^inff,  on  the 
one  hand,  and  lessening  the  irritability  of 
the  body  at  large,  by  means  of  the  shower, 
bath,  the  administration    of  iron,  nnd 

Sutting  the  health  generally  into  good  or- 
er,  on  theoAer.  But  von  must  careAillj 
remember  that  the  rrsopna^rns  is  very  liable 
to  snasmodic  stricture  without  any  danger 
at  all. 

ACUn:  JMUYKGITIS. 

Not  a  1UW  Affection,  though  mkUd  hf  Cul. 
shall  now  proceed  to  oouider  in. 

flnmmntion  of  the  commencement  of  the 
air-passages,  properly  so  called — inflam- 
mation of  the  Uxynx^turyngitU.  Thia 
disease  is  nol  mentioned  by  Cullen :  be- 
speaks of  cYuanchc  trachealis,  he  speaks 
of  the  wind  uipe  and  of  croup,  but  not  of 
this  uarticnutr  inflammation  sitnatedin 
tin-  Ifirynx.  Indeed,  so  little  was  it 
formerly  attended  to.  that  when  two  or 
three  physicians  died  of  it,  some  years 
ago,  it  \\as  considered  almost  a  ru  w 
disease;  but  on  looking  into  old  writers 
you  will  find  it  well  described.  As  yon 
may  suppose,  inflammation  of  the  larynx 
must  have  existed  from  the  time  that  pef»- 
pie  had  a  larynx,  and  therefore  this  dis- 
ease must  have  been  known  before.* 

Sympioms. —  In  this  affection  there  is 
hoarseness,  or  whispering,  and,  indeed, 
almost  suppression  of  the  voice.  The 
breathing  also  is  hoarse,  loud,  and  ron^h« 
The  inspirations  which  are  takcTi  rtn  long. 
There  is  great  dyspnoea,  and,  boi>ides  the 
oonstaot  dyspnoea,  there  are  paroxysms  of 
much  greater  dyspnoea,  in  which  cwry  mus 
cle  of  the  body  comes  into  play,  the  eyes 
start,  and  the  person  looks  as* if  he  were 
being  hung.  These  are  spasmodic  fits  of 
difficulty  of  brealhinif,  supervening  from 
time  to  time  on  constant  dyspnoea.  Such 
is  the  state  of  the  pattt  that  there  is  also 
fre(juent  orthopnaa  — that  is  to  say,  the 
person  cannot  breathe  unless  he  be  erect. 
From  the  great  difficulty  of  breathing,  tbo 
face  is  pale  and  ghastly ;  the  li]ts  are  pala 
and  livid — not  of  a  purple  colour  and 
livid,  but  pale  and  livid  j  and  perhaps  the 
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face  and  tliroat  are  swullcn.  There  is  pain 
felt  in  the  tbrcNit  exactly  at  the  sitoation  of 
tile  huyBX,  and  if  you  j>res9  the  laiyiix 
yon  are  sure  to  find  it  tender— if  vnu  press 
the  sides  together,  or  press  Uowu  upon  it, 
fon  Hod  it  tender.  Sometiiius,  Irat  not 
always,  there  is  PBdoew  end  tweUingr  of 
the  Aloe. 

'  Somelinies  there  is  sweUliig  and  rednees 
of  the  fimces,  of  the  relnm  pendulum  pa- 
lati,  nrula,  and  itidied  of  the  tongue. 
Occa!»ional]y,  cyuauchc  tonsillaris  co- 
exiets  with  laryngitis;  indeed  it  ftvqnently 
does  so:  tlic  inliammaf inn  mmm'ncrs  in 
the   tonsils  and  spreads  iuto  the  la> 

Snx.  The  epiglettie  te  veiy  often  swcdlen, 
at  being  a  part  of  the  IntynX'HN)  much 
a  part,  that  it  i<«,  in  many  nnntomical 
books,  ennmerated  with  the  ciurtiiages  of 
the  lifjnx.  Sometimes  there  is  congh, 
but  not  always,  and  with  the  cough  there 
is  boaracocss  j  so  that  you  will  liave  the 
roioe  honite,  llie  breathing  hoane,  and 
the  eoogh  likewise  hoarse.  Sometimes, 
too,  there  is  difficulty  of  swallowing.  In 
tiie  function  of  deglutition,  the  larynx, 
you  know,  ie  laiscd  and  brought  forward ; 
and  if  a  part  of  the  larynx  nnuh 
pressed  apon  be  inflamed,  of  course  there 
n  a  difleolty  of  deglutition^— </t/if>/ia^ui,  as 
it  is  called.  There  is  also  expectoration 
of  viscid  mucus.  This  you  would  sup- 
pose: the  infliunmaiiuii  being  seated  in  a 
laaootts  membrane,  it  will,  of  course, 
affect  the  secretion.  The  tongue,  too,  is 
very  fool,  from  the  inflammation  taking 

fdaee  in  its  nelghbonrbood.  These  are  the 
ucal  signs;  and  thev  are  those  of  inflam- 
mation, redness,  swelling,  heat,  and  pain. 

From  the  disturbed  function  there 
ans  of  course,  also  general  symptoms: 
there  a'"e  thirst,  hrnt,  extreme  rc  tlcss. 
ncss,  and  great  anxiety.  The  diificuity 
«f  breathing  must  occasion  great  restiees- 
ness,  and  most  occasion  extreme  anxiety. 
T]ic  ]^\ihc  is  mpid ;  there  is  at  last  a  clam- 
luv  sweat }  the  pupiLs,  too,  at  IsLSi  become 
diilated,  and  the  patient  keeps  his  mouth 
<•(  TT^tantlv  open.  Thediftieulty  of  breath 
iag  acea.«(ions,  I  presume,  such  an  accumu- 
lation of  blood  in  the  head,  tliat  more  or 
less  compression  exists,  and  the  napils 
consequently  heeonic  dihited  ;  and  tne  pa- 
tient, from  the  want  of  breath,  opens  his 
montii,  gasps,  and  makes  an  efebrt  to 
take  in  all  tliat  he  can. 

Dumfum.  —  This  disease,  when  acute, 
lasts  only  about  three  or  fonr  days.  I  of 
coarse  do  not  oiamerate  the  previous 
days  on  which  there  may  be  cynanehe  ton- 
siluhs}  but  from  the  time  tiie  larynx  be- 
comes aetivdy  inflamed,  the  duration  is 
not,  in  genenil,  more  than  three  or  four 
davs;  and  death  sometimes  occurs  very 
suddenly— a  violent  spasm  takes  place,  and 
the  patient  is  destroyed  pressiitiy. 


VniaUy  attacks  AdulU. — This  is  a  disease 
which  occurs  almost  always  in  adults.  In 
children  we  have  croup — inflammation  of 
the  wind  pipe;  hut  wlji  n  innammation  of 
this  violent  kind  attacks  adults  it  affects 
the  tube  higher  np— it  aflTects  the  larynx; 
and  it  has,  tberefers, been  called  the  croup 
of  adults. 

After  death,  we 
find  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  glottis 
(and  c]tisr!ottis  especially),  an'l  the  ]>of(te- 
riur  part  of  the  epiglottis— perhaps  the 
muoons  membrane  of  the  whole  of  the 
lari'nx — n  r1  nrul  swollt-n,  and  (i  deniatons  ; 
swollen,  nut  merely  a»  mucous  membranes 
are  when  they  are  inflamed,  but  from  the 
eflTosion  into' the  subjacent  cellular  mem. 
brane.  The  rima  glotiidls  i«;  fMMnd  fo  he 
nearly  closed,  and  this  would  aj)pcuji  to 
be  the  great  sonrce  of  dyspnma — the  oede. 
mnton's  state  of  the  parts  which  prodaces 
nearly  a  closure  of  the  rima  glottidis. 

Sometimes  the  disease  proceeds  so  far 
as  to  cause  an  effusion  of  fibrin  ;  that 
notwithstniidj  the  disease  is  an  ad'cction 
of  the  mucous  membrane,  fibrin  is  poured 
forth  jnst  as  we  see  in  a  serous  mcmwaiie  i 
and  sometimes  we  finda  quaiititv  nf  pus— 
at  least  of  puriform  fluid.  Occasionally 
tile  tonsils  are  not  merely  red,  as  I  stated, 
but  even  ulcerated  ;  and  occasionally  the 
pharynx  and  the  trach<  n  Ik  low,  and  even 
the  bronchia,  are  also  mllamed.  You  are 
therefore  not  to  expect  one  uniform  ap- 
*pearance  in  tlie  disease.  Yon  will  find 
the  essence  of  it,  in  all  cases,  to  be  a  vio- 
lent inflammation  of  tiie  larynx,  and,  in 
general,  an  (edematous  state  of  tlie  rima 
glottidis  and  the  jiarfs  nr»>»nid  ;  bi:t  frc 
qucntiy  you  will  find  iulluuunaliun  higher 
up,  about  the  tonsils  and  the  felom  pen- 
dulum palati  —  inflammation,  perhaps, 
also  of  tne  pharynx.  With  resi>ect  to  the 
Quality  of  the  fluids,  they  will  vary  from 
tnick  mucus  to  puriform  fluid,  and  even 
up  to  fibrin ;  hut  that  which  you  particu- 
larly notice  is  an  (£detnatous  state. 

Now  idl  the  S3Fmptoms  are  nothing  more 
limn  ynu  ^^  r)uld  expect  before  hand.  The 
(jedeuiatous  state,  which  perhaps  is  fatal, 
is  nothing  more  than  what  occurs 
when  the  cellular  membrane  is  inflamed 
any  where.  When  ififlninmation  is  si- 
tuated near  cellular  membrane,  it  se- 
cretes abundantly.  In  violent  inflam- 
mation of  the  skin,  t!: I  rt  llular  mrmbrano 
secretes  to  a  great  ex  lent,  and  you  have 
more  or  less  (pckma;  and  the  same  thing 
occurs  here ;  but  from  the  circumstance 
of  the  parts  being  air- passage!*,  and  the 
inHammation  being  iu  the  narrowest  part 
of  the  passage,  it  is  often  dangerous.  The 
same  occurrence,  sitnated  a  little  higher  in 
the  pharynx,  products  only  a  trifling  in- 
oonrenience. 

issmiM.— The  disease  bcgiiu  Iron  %  ci^ 
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tarrh ;  the  person  has  a  common  cold,  and 
tlie  latter  gjenerally  arises  from  cold  and 
wet.  The  application  of  cold  only  will 
produce  the  <lis<t»sr,  htit  it  iisimlly  results 
from  an  union  of  the  two,  applied  cither 
to  the  dupoat  or  to  the  feet  A  few  dayt 
after  exposure  the  ptititiit  Ims  prtal 
hoarseness,  and  then  pain  in  the  larynic 
takes  place.  Sometimes  it  does  not  arise 
from  a  comnioa  cold,  but,  as  I  have  men* 
tii'iu  il  ulrendy.n  nr  t*-.  brisk  inflammation 
of  the  tonsils  tukt  s  place,  and  it  spi^ds 
firom  them.  Occarionallj,  too,  it  takes 
place  suddenly ;  but  I  have  seen  it  in  the 
middle  rif  n  chronic  disea?;c.  There  is  no 
part  of  ihu  body  which  can  be  inlhiuitd 
chronically,  that  may  not  become  tlic  seat 
of  ncnte  inflatnimition  ;  ntrl  tlu  r.  fnre 
this  occurrence  may  take  place  in  the 
throat.  When  there  is  a  sy]ihiUtie  sore 
thnmt,  or  a  chronic  oflection  of  any  kind, 

Sitients  may  frndHcnly  experience  great 
fficulty  f»f  breathing,  and  be  in  the 
greatest  danger  Ikom  active  aeate  laiyn. 
gitis. 

Trtutmifit. —  Now  this  is  a  disease  in 
which,  if  in  any,  it  it  necessary  tq  be  most 
active  in  treatment.  No  trifling  practice 
i-  fi^hnnstbli'  hf*re;  yon  canTTot  trust  to 
uuiurc,  nor  can  you  trust  to  medical  nu  u 
sores  aione^for  it  is  mecsgary,  in  man  v 
cases  which  last  any  time,  and  which 
)>ccome  very  severe,  to  use  the  combined 
force  of  metlicine  and  surgery. 
■  The  first  tiling  to  be  done  is,  vndoobt  * 
C(}U\  t«i  h]vi  <\  (Vecly  in  the  arm — to  make 
the  patient  faint,  if  you  can — and  tlu-n  to 
eorer  the  throat  with  leeches.  1  am  taking 
it  for  granto<l  that  the  patient  is  able  to 
bear  it.  The  disease  may  nttack  a  person 
with  syphilitic  sore  ihr.  ul,  juid  h"  niny  be 
worn  out  with  mercurv  and  disease,  so 
that  yon  ir.nv  tiot  l»r  af)]e  to  l)let  d  in  llie 
arm  j  but  still,  in  most  coses,  i  am  satis- 
fled  it  would  he  best  to  set  the  patient  np- 
right,  and  tak<  as  uiuch  blood  as  be  can 
li^mn*  -  be  it  tlirn-,  four,  or  twfoty,  or 
thirty  ounces— and  produce  laittting,  if 
poasfble.  There  can  be  no  rale  for  the 
unantity  ;  but  it  may  be  neces'^ary  ti<  take 
tnirty  or  forty  ounces,  and  appiv  t'tinii  <ix 
to  thirty  Iwchcs,  according  to  tljc  age  and 
strength  of  the  patient  After  the  leeche«>,  a 
ponlticc  for  some  tinv  mny  he  a  ^orn]  nTjpIi 
cation;  and  then,  alter  all,  if  you  jdcose, 
a  blister,  bat  not  earlier. 

In  this  disease  mercurv  is  ri'<  <iin  mended 
by  those  wh<»  do  not  u«cril>e  any  active 
ufmer  to  mercury  in  general.  It  is  of  the 
llfgliest  importance  to  get  the  nmuth  ten- 
der a"<  earls  as  possible;  and  tljen  furr  yun 
must  not  wait  a  ouuplc  of  days  for  saliva- 
tlon  to  trnke  place.  Yon  will  find  in  the 
Medico  ( '  hi  r  urgical  Transnt  t  ion  s  a  solitary 
case  of  thu  disea^  rccortled  where  ten 
graiuft  uf  mercury  were  given  cvcy  twu  ur 


three  hours  till  ptyalism  was  produced; 
and  as  soon  as  the  patient  began  to  spit, 
tiie  affection  ceased.    I  have  treated  many 

cases  of  llic  disea'^e  in  this  manner,  and 
with  the  greatest  success.  In  treating  m 
case  ofthhi  kind,  it  will  not  do  to  giro  a 
few  grains  ttf  calomel  night  and  nn-minsr. 
fur  the  ]>a'ientis  in  constant  jeopardy,  and 
you  are  never  sure  of  his  life  from  hour  to 
hoar.  It  would  he  a  good  practice  to  rab 
in  mercury  on  the  extremities.  Tf  vnu  rx 
hibit  mcreunr  by  the  mouth,  it  is  necessary 
to  prirc  It  in  large  and  repeated  doses.  I 
will  not  say  any  thing  about  the  dose,  be- 
cause if  y*>u  know  that  the  patient  is  soon 
affected  by  mercury,  a  small  4uantity  will 
do :  I  only  state  tKat  it  is  neceasaiy  to  g«c 
tlie  month  sore,  in  one  way  or  oUier>  aa 
soon  as  you  can. 

However,  if  the  patient  be  In  gteatdaa. 
ger,  if  his  attacks  of  didieulty  orbreatliiui^ 
come  oo  ff'  «(M«'jit' V.  it  will  not  be  right 
even  to  waii  i*>r  uiyaiismj  but  it  will  be 
requisite  to  make  an  opening  into  tho 
throat,  yo  as  to  enable  the  )talicnt  to  lire 
till  the  mercury  produces  its  cfi'eeU. 
Bronchotumy  is  absolutelr  nccesMury  in 
many  cases  of  this  disease :  by  opening  tha 
air  pa^sa-r*  s  b<  biw  the  pnrt  innaint 'I,  nn 
instantaneous  relief  is  atlurded,  and  the  . 
]>atlent  will  lire  so  much  the  lonaer.  Thia 
cannot  luivt  the  effect  of  curing  the  dise  ase, 
but  it  lias  the  effect  o'*  enabling  the patimt 
to  live  longer;  and,  therefore,  to  live  till 
you  adopt  other  means  to  cure  hiOL  I  ha?a 
had,  to  s))cak  as  a  ]»athobii*i^t,  some  rcry 
beautiful  cases  of  this  de&cripti<m  where 
the  combined  Ibree  of  the  two  great  die i. 
sions  of  the  profession  have  most  decidedly 
saved  the  ]mtient's  life,  but  where  neither 
would  have  done  alone.  A  mere  opening 
of  the  lar>'nx  will  not  cure  the  inmunma. 
tion.  nnil  tbe  |)aiinit  may  die  bt  fore  the 
mcrcur}-  can  have  any  effect;  and,  there- 
fore, it  is  neocssaiy  constenUy  to  watdi 
the  patients  toad  if  the  symptoms  decid. 
e<lly  irr»>vv  worse,  the  operation  onijht  to 
be  perfiirmed  without  delay,  because  it  is 
an  operation  which  is  by  no  means  dan- 
i:»  r.i;iv;  it  is  one  if  properly  jht 

fonned,  can  do  no  harm.  The  dyspnoea 
arisis,  as  I  have  said,  from  an  cnlematotts 
state  of  the  rima  glottidis ;  and  if  you  en. 
able  the  patimt  to  breathe  notw  itli^^rnnfl. 
ing  that,  as  the  inflammation  subviidc]>  tlie 
oedema  goes  down.  The  paroxysms  of 
difficulty  of  breathing  ebarly  arise  from 
spasm;  and  if  nn  opmiiitc  be  niade  bilow , 
so  that  tlx-  |)atient  can  brtaihe  through  it, 
the  disease  may  occasion  as  much  spaion  as 
it  eboovics  above,  hut  y'»nr  pntient  is  safe. 

You  arc  aware  that  the  least  pressure  in 
these  parts  will  occasion  spasmodic  difi- 
culty  of  breathing.  In  the  Medico.Chi- 
mrgit  al  Tmnsactions  you  will  see  a  ca^ 
described  by  3Ir.  Lawrence  of  a  peraoa 
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who  had  attacks  of  dv«pnrpa  wbifb  arose 
from  the  mere  prei»surc  ui  lui  aucurism  of 
the  arteria  innomiiiata.  The  aneuiiam 
sli)jrhtly  pressed  on  the  trachea;  the  pres- 
sure was  as  slight  as  it  could  be  to  be 
presanre;  'the  mrect  diminution  of  the 
trachea  by  the  tumor  was  found  to  be  very 
iucoiisiderublc,  but  it  was  sufficieiit  to  pro- 
duce irritation,  and  to  cause  violent  allackii 
of  spasmodic  dyspnoea. 

But  the  inflammation  itself,  lo  say  no- 
thing of  tliis  (e4cma  and  tension  of  the 
parts-- the  inflammation  of  tiw  membrane 
itself  \vill  throw  the  parts  around  into  a 
violent  spasm,  jnut  ns  you  see  in  inflamma- 
tion of  the  urethra  and  bladder.  When 
iafltaunation  exists  about  the  larynx,  the 
person  is  continually  seized  with  a  violent 
tiilhculty  of  brcuthiiitf,  without  any  pres- 
sure, bttt  merely  by  the  irritation;  and 
many  persons,  witliout  any  influuiiuation 
about  these  parts  deserving  the  name  of 
laryngiti!^,  will  die  in  a  moment.  I  have 
seen  scvcml  cases  of  per<sons  who  hare  been 
seized  with  a  ^nddrn  dilliculty  nf  ^rejitli- 
ing  when  they  were  supposed  to  have  ouly 
a  common  sore  throat,  some  of  whom  have 
diid  in  the  cour>e  of  three  or  four  hours, 
and  some  in  a  minute.  W  hen  inflamma- 
tion exi.vts  in  the  fauces,  and  extends  to 
the  glottis,  without  descending  t(»  the 
lar\'nx  and  producing?  laryui?itis,  the  per- 
son may  be  seized  with  spasmodic  difliculty 
of  breathing,  and  die  instantly.  I  saw  a 
vuung  man  about  three  years  ago  w  ho  had 
oeen  frightened  in  conseuuence  of  his  mis- 
tress pulling  him  out  of  t>cd  with  a  girl  at 
night  This  made  him  neru>us,  and  tljere- 
fon>  liable  to  spasmodic  diseases.  He 
mcri  ly  caught  a  common  sore  throat,  fur 
which  six  ieedies  were  applied ;  and  while 
the  ward  was  full  of  medical  men,  a  violent 
spasm  seized  his  throat,  and  he  died  in- 
stantly. Every  thing  was  done  fur  him 
that  conld  be,  but  he  was  (|uite  dead.  I 
have '•een  sevrrTil  ]jati(  nts  \siih  more  de- 
cided luflaromutiou  than  tljis  but  (^tiiinot 
deserving  the  name  of  larvngitis,  who 
hare  ditd  in  a  moment  U'hen,  there- 
fore, there  is  laryngitis,  you  may  well  sup- 
pose how  dangerous  the  ca<<e  i  ,  and  how 
necessMy  it  is  to  be  active  in  the  highest 
degree.  Whenever  a  pa"  ii  r.t  hrcomesvery 
hoarse,  and  you  hear  his  voice  hisftiug, 
sibilons,  tlirough  tibe  larynx,  and  find  the 
tube  is  tendir  on  jircNsure,  alarm  should 
instantly  be  taken,  and  the  disease  treated 
actively,  althcui^h  the  patient  may  make 
no  particular  complaint  himself,  and  al> 
though,  on  1<  n^iiis;  into  the  tlmiat,  yoo 
cannot  dincu^  er  any  thing  particular. 

Farmer  III  called  Angina  Osealte.— MorgAgni 
and  otlu  rs  liave  descrihtd  it,  proving  that 
it  is  noLhiug  new  to  medical  men ;  but  from 
tlierc  being  no  outward  and  visible  sign,  in 
mne  cases  it  was  ctUed  anguu  ecndtm,  to 
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distingruish  it  from  common  sore  thrwatj 
which  they  called  uuf^ma  vianijeila^ 

ClinOMC  LAUYSUITIS. 

A  much  more  common  discufie,  however, 
Uiaa  this  is  dironic  laryngitis,  an  aflfection 

of  which  you  will  see  many  cases. 

Siimptimif. — This  (species  of  the  disease  is 
attended  by  a  very  hoarse  cough,  and  like- 
wise a hoarsmess  of  the  voice;  and  some. 
t?!iu's  the  person,  bnth  hen  >  o!itr!iinif  and 
talking,  appears  uiatost  tu  crow — mokes  a 
sort  or  crowing  sound.  The  alterati  'ns  io 
the  voi<  e  are  very  great ;  there  is  hoarse- 
ness, rf)Uifhness,  squeaking,  and  crowing 
uf  the  voice,  and  sometimes  it  is  nearly 
suppressed.  The  cough  too  varies  in  the 
same  wav ;  s^int  times  it  is  very  hoarse, 
and  sometimes  very  shrilL  The  rcs[iira- 
tion  oeeasionaUy  in  chronic  laryngitis  is 
hissiiig,  but  not  necessarily  so;  it  is  ob« 
served  in  most  cases,  but  by  no  means  in 
all.  There  ie  a  copious  discharge  of  mu- 
cus, and  sometimes  pus.  There  is  in  all 
these  caries,  I  Ijclieve,  at  least  I  have  al- 
ways observed  it,  pain  on  pressure.  If  the 
lungs  be  sound,  yon  must  leamAhat  chiefly 
bv  means  of  auscultation,  by  listening  and 
finding  the  sounds  of  the  chest  healthy, 
linding  there  is  no  pectorilo<iuy.  IJow. 
ever,  it  is  sometimes  difficult,  when  the 
voice  is  nearly  suppressed,  to  make  up 
one's  mind  on  the  subject.  Some  i;ay  they 
can  tell  us  as  well  when  the  voice  is  sap> 
pre.ssed  as  when  it  is  not,  but  I  couftss  I 
have  not  attained  that  pcrlection. 

This  disease  may  occasion  great  ema* 
dattoa,  and  therefore  in  that  respect,  as 
well  as  on  H<  <  otint  of  the  discharifc  of  mu- 
cus of  a  puntorm  character,  patients  may 
easily  be  supposed  to  be  In  a  state  of  pul- 
monary consumption;  and  it  is  a  fact  that 
the  disease  docs  sometimes  co.-exist  with 
phthisis  pulmoualis. 

Morbid  Appearances,— AS^  death  fr  in 
this  disease  we  lind  the  common  n^sults  «>f 
chronic  inflaiuniatiun.  The  mucous  mem- 
brane is  fre(|uently  thickened,  frequently 
indurated,  frequently  it  is  u'ranulatcd;  it 
is  exceedingly  rough,  and  there  are  nume- 
rous little  cavities,  if  I  may  so  call  them  ; 
and  fteqneotly  it  Is  nlcerated.  The  same 
appearances  very  often  extend  along  the 
trachea. 

TrveiflWMf.—Tn  the  treatment  of  this 

chronic  form  of  the  disease  we  are  by  no 
means  so  successful  as  in  the  acute— in 
fact,  the  treatment  for  tlie  most  part  is 
▼eiy  nnsatisfactoiy.    Tlie  best  method, 

however,  tltnt  v<mi  rn!i  ndo]tt  is,  the  rc- 
peatetl  upplicatiou  ul  leeches,  and  subse- 
quently of  blisters ;  the  Internal  exhibition 
ofmereury  too  is  of  the  greatest  Kut 
if  the  disease  be  a  scrofulous  influuiuiationi 
of  course  mercury  will  do  no  ^ood,  but  ra- 
ther «wkc  things  worae.  It  is  best  in  ml? 
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most  ail  caaea  tagire  it  a  fair  trial— taking 
cave  not  to  hurt  the  constiUition,  but  to 

make  the  mouth  moderately  sore,  and 
Vvvp  it  — to  treat  it  n'<  n  mere  chronic 
iuHammatioii,  and  it  will  very  frequently 
nUNdfkfbttt  fkr  man  frequently,  I  beliefe^ 
the  treatment  is  very  unsatisfacton 

It  ia  Creqaentlj  necessaryi  on  oceount  of 
the  sulieriDga  of  the  patient,  and  the  ha- 
rassing cough,  to  give  narcotics — eonium 
answers  cxccedlni^ly  well  —  to  proetire 
ticep.  Some  have  hmiul  relief  from  tlie 
inhalation  of  the  fumes  of  tar,  and  others 
from  the  inhalation  of  chlorine,  cither  Hy 
dilfuaing  it  through  the  apartment  of  the 
patient,  or  making  him  meathe  through 
water  in  which  a  quantity  of  chlorine 
exists;  but  it  is  very  iieccssar}'  in  nl!  these 
ea&eii  not  to  push  the  matter  to  irnlatioii. 
Tar  fumes  chlorine,  and  many  of  these 
tliincr*;,  will  produce  very  RTfat  irritation, 
even  in  a  snuJl  quantity;  and  tliercfore  it 
is  right  alwaya  to  begin  by  impregnating 
the  water,  or  the  apartment,  very  mode- 
rately, and  if  it  produce  no  irritation,  then 
yt»u  may  go  on  to  a  great  extent. 

Some  have  recommended  as  a  medieino 
internally,  copairn  and  culnhs,  because 
they  have  done  good  in  irritation  of  ano- 
ther  muootts  membrane.  I  hare  not  been 
aatis6ed  with  these,  but  as  they  are  recom- 
mended I  mention  them.  Some  have  re- 
commended the  ajiplication  of  lunar  caus- 
tie.  A  solution  is  made  of  nitrate  of 
silver,  into  wliich  a  sponge  is  (lipjcfl,  and 
pressed  down  to  the  rima  glottidis,  so  as 
to  produce  a  new  action  there,  and  lessen 
the  morbid  sen.^iibility,  hoping  that  the 
same  ptMul  clianj?;r  w;\y  sprt-ad  downwards 
which  is  obhcrved  at  tin-  very  s\nfi  ut  which 
the  nitrate  of  silver  is  applied.  I  hare 
Vti  n  this  remedy  miployt  d,  and,  as  yon 
would  imagine,  fruitlessly ;  but  if  the  (lis. 
ease  were  situated  merely  at  the  rima  glot- 
Udis,  good  would  be  done  by  it.  I  nave 
no  experience  of  it  myself,  but  I  have  seen 
eases  in  which  1  understood  it  had  been 
emplojed  without  any  hann« 

APJiOMA. 

It  is  right  you  should  be  aware  that  the 
foiee  is  sometimes  lost,  or  reduced  to  a 
mere  whisper,  withcmt  any  iiiflnTninntiKn — 
without  any  a'dema — wiUi(»iit  any  obstruc- 
tion, as  it  would  appear,  of  the  parts ;  and 
this  '■icnir^  t  liit  flv'  in  femn!r<,  and  is  alto- 

f ether  what  we  call  a  ner>ous  complaint, 
t  occnn  sometimes  in  boys  as  well  as  in 
■iris,  bttt  it  is  chiefly  an  alleetion  of  chil- 
oren. 

Dii>gtHf$u. — I  tluuk  U  i.s  easily  made  out. 
There  is  no  tenderness  of  the  laiynx  on 
I)ressurc  ;  there  are  <tther  ncn'ous  symp 
tonis  in  the  body,  and  the  person  is  weak 
and  nervous  altogether.  Frequently  there 
i»  no  tenderness  on  pressure,  and  fre- 


uuently  no  cough :  or  if  there  be  couch, 
tnere  is  nothing  but  that— ^no  pain  with 

it — no  expectoration,  and  the  disease  fre 
quenfly  r«»m«-^  <>!i  suddenly,  and  ^les  off  in 
the  Millie  niKiiner.  it  ha."!  frequently  come 
on  in  the  course  of  a  Ibw  minutes— «t  any 
rrtte  in  a  day;  it  cea^e'?  ]H'rhap8  as  sno. 
deuly,  and  then  comes  on  again. 

^fmtofuom  Cttre— This  u  altogether  a 
nen  ous  nflection  of  the  part ;  there  is  no 
danifcr  whatever,  hut  s^imetimes  a  pcr^^on 
loses  his  voice  f«>r  many  months,  and  1 
have  heard  of  eases  where  they  have  lost  it 
f'»r  yejir';,  niul  from  n  sudden  circum- 
stauee,  without  any  apparent  reason,  the 
Toiee  will  return. 

Treatment. — I  do  not  know  any  mmle  of 
treatment  better  than  the  shower  hath, 
and  attending  to  the  iaipruveuieut  itf  the 
general  healm  in  every  way  you  can. 
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B9W91  Comphintt. 

If  nonibers  can  attach  impoitanoe  to 

any  particular  r  In^s  of  disorders,  these 
were  hy  far  the  most  important  which 
presented  in  the  Reserve  during  the 
year.  Bat  independent  of  this,  tbe 
prevailing  epidemic  adiled  g-reallj  to 
their  interest,  and  demanded  lor  them  ft 
more  than  usual  share  of  attention. 

On  the  anriTal  of  the  Reserve  at  Perth, 
on  the  7th  April,  w  e  found  that  cholera 
had  been  prevalent  exactly  a  montii. 
The  disea.se  was  then  at  its  height.  The 
number  of  cases,  however,  was  small, 
averaginf^  three  or  four  daily,  and  it 
w  as  confined  to  the  most  w  retched  cha- 
ractcni  of  the  town  —  the  abandoned,  the 
dissolute,  and  the  ilUfed  and  ill-clothed. 
So  far  as  I  eould  learn,  riie  Rcscives  of 
the  Royal  and  the  71  st  Reg-iments, 
whom  we  relieved,  h-\<\  not  suflV  red  from 
any  complaint  connected  with  the  exist- 
ing epidemic,  if  we  except  an  occa&ional 
case  of  common  diarrhcca;  bat,  conform 
mahly  to  the  instructions  prcvious.ly 
issued  from  tlie  Horse  Guards  to  the 
troops  stationed  lu  mice  ted  districts,  aa 
soon  as  the  Reserve  of  the  TBlh  had 
maiehed  i&lo  batneks,  all  communica^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


DB.  VACLACBLiI 

tion  uiili  the  town  was  forl>i(Mr!J,  hth! 
until  the  24th  oi'  September,  wiiii  icw 
exeeptHmt,  the  order  wu  strictly  carried 
into  ^KmsI.  Ib  tho  first  niontli  spent  in 
this  quarter,  more  men  were  acimitteff 
into  hospital  than  iu  auj  other  similar 
period  uirougboiit  tlie  year ;  yet  the 
greater  proportioii  samred  from  the 
usual  ronsrqticiTros  of  a  niarclj  pf  i  fnnncd 
on  hani  dry  roatls.  There  were  a  few 
with  sickness,  ||^iddiue&St  ^'^tl  headache, 
and  two  had  diarrhcea,  but  these  mig^ht 
have  been  easily  accounted  for  without 
reference  to  the  j»re\  ailiug  disease. 

Tliroufi^bout  the  whole  year  cases  of 
diairiwBa  were  occasionalnr  occnrring-; 
bat  the  months  of  September  and  Oc 
tobjT  \%'rrt\  in  this  respect,  peculiarly 
cons|iicuuu:;.  In  these  months  the  com- 
plaiut  prevailed  to  a  c^eat  extent  in 
Darracks.  Amongst  the  men  alone, 
there  were  twenty-one  cases  in  the  first, 
and  nineteen  in  the  second  month*.  The 
officers,  women,  aud  children,  also  suf. 
feied  considenbly,  so  that  in  that  period 
altogether  about  aix^  cases  presented. 
Cholera  spasmodica  was  still  ])rcvailing' 
in  the  town  and  neighbourhood,  of  the 
barracks,  althoug-h  not  now  officially  an- 
nouneed;  and  by  this  time,  I  have  k:o(h1 
r<  ;i';(  Ti  to  believe,  had  attack»'d  aoout 
260  uidividuals.  Diarrba-a  had  i*n  ;ilon»' 
been  common  with  the  inhahitauLs,  uutl 
in  September  and  October  there  was  a 
slig^ht  iuct>  :<-i\  but  not  at  all  })ropor- 
t^tii.ihly  to  tin  iiMMiher  attacked  in  bar- 
racks, a  circuuistauce  which  1  was  dis- 
noeed  at  the  time  to  attribute  to  their 
localitj ;  but  the  probabilitj  is,  that  its 
greafer  prevalenre  nifh  us  was  more 
lippureiit  than  real,  uiauv  cases  haviny^ 
come  before  uie  that  would  have  escai>ed 
notiee  with  the  ciril  population,  dtner 
from  their  slifrht  nature,  or  (rom  not 
being'  so  carefully  »onp;ht  aft*  r.  I  hare 
little  doubt,  however,  tliat  a  few  cases 
did  oriffbate  in  exposure  to  wetand 
cold  whue  the  Beaerve  was  employed  at 
a  fire  hi  town;  and  this  '»j»iTiioi!  is 
fclrcu^thened  by  the  fact,  that  the  com- 
pany w  hich  was  longest  employed  there 
was  that  which  had  the  gieatest  number 
of  cases. 

The  coinjd.n'tit  [)rr«?ented  itself  in  tlire*' 
furmh.  in  the  first,  the  evacuations  con- 
sisted of  the  natural  contents^  of  the 
bowels,  more  or  less  tinged  with  bile. 

This  was  by  far  the  most  common,  and 
out  of  all  proportion  to  the  others.  In 

*  Tb«  tftrcBftb  of  the  Bcicrvt  at  Uacpcriod 
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the  "pcnnd  they  were  serous,  generally 
scautv  III  a  few  hours,  and  sometimes 
mixed  with  (eculeut  matter.  The  thinl 
form  was  marked  by  tlie  evacuations  le^ 
senildiiin^  cold  thin  water-!»Tnr],  ap- 
proaching iu  appearance  the  characteris- 
tic dejections  ot  nudigaa&t  cholera.  In 
whichever  form,  there  was  usually  little 
or  no  gripiug ;  tlic  pulse  was  occa- 
•iionally  affected;  but,  very  g-enerallv, 
any  chkuge  iu  it  was  eontiued  to  tUe 
two  last  varieties;  thimt  was  a  frequent 
accompaniment.  Not  above  five  or  six 
cao*''^  of  the  thinl  form  were  obsenrd. 
In  liicse  there  were  more  or  less  accele- 
ration of  the  pulse,  dizziness,  nausea, 
thirst ;  and  in  two,  shooting  P^ins  in  the 
lower  limbs,  without  cramji.  Then-  vrerc 
neglected  cases  in  which  the  purging 
had  existed  twelve,  eighteen,  or  twenty- 
four  hours ;  and,  indeed,  the  second  and 
third  f(»rnis  almost  al«  ays  appeared  to 
me  the  conse(}ii<  of  a  c  intinued  lno-<e- 
uess  :  when  curly  applieatiou  was  made, 
die  stools  were  almost  iuFariablj  fecu- 
lent. Frequently,  however,  if  not  soon 
checked,  they  assumed  a  pale,  wateij^or 
serous  character. 

In  the  treatment  I  was  entirely  <7uided 
by  circumstances.  If  the  pur^inu  was 
frequent,  and  had  lasted  r(»r  sev  eral  hotir-^, 
I  considered  if  iiicunibeut  to  allay  the 
consequent  ii  i  uaiion  in  the  first  instance, 
as  far  as  practicable,  witii  opium  or  hy- 
osciamus,  cither  alone  or  in  combination, 
witli  calnrnel  and  tuecacnan.  Whe?!  the 
stools  were  feculent,  I  generally  gave 
fifteen  graiiwof  ibubaH),  with  five  of  ca- 
lomel and  five  of  ginger,  immediately  on 
presentation.  The  priticnt  was  invaria- 
IjIv,  in  all  case??,  ]mt  to  bed,  and  covered 
with  vvanu  blankets.  After  tlie  mcdiciue 
had  ceased  operating,  say  towards  even« 
in^f,  a  scruple  of  the  pufv.  crct.  comp.  c 
opi<«,  niixed  up  in  mucilage,  with  a  dn>p 
or  two  of  tbe  oleum  meuuiiB,  was  order- 
ed. Sfimetimcs,  and  not  unfirequently, 
but  paiticttlarly  when  the  looseness  was 
accompanied  hy  constitutional  disturb- 
ance, or  symptoms  of  gastric  irritation, 
calomel  and  opium  were  employed  in- 
stead. About  three  grains  of  the  former 
to  one  of  the  latter  was  the  usual  dose  ; 
but,  more  pfener.dlv,  the  snmc  quantity 
of  calomel  w  as  wa>hcd  down  witii  twen- 
ty-five or  thirty  drops  of  laudanum.  If, 
on  presentation,  the  evacuations  were  se- 
rous, the  astringents  mentioned  were  im- 
nn  (liately  resorted  to.  The  patient  had 
already  suffered  cousiderably,  and  every 
homr  increased  the  danger  to  be  apple- 
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hcnded  from  a  continuance  of  the  Ptirg-- 
iug.  The  object  wtui  tu  clicck  the  Iuum:- 
oeM  with  Uie  least  potwible  delay ;  and 
urben  medicines  hj  the  aoath  failed^ 
opiate enemata  were  <(iib<«titutodor  ^uMrd 
to  them.  In  the  third  variety  noticed, 
in  whi^  the  dejedkus  reaemhled  thote 
of  spasmodic  cholera,  and  in  which  t}ic 
acconipanyin«4'  «»yniplonis  appeared  to  l)e 

Ercnionitorv  of  this  ft)mjidaDle  disease, 
loud-lcltiiig-  wah  i»elUuiii  omitted.  As  a 
precautionary  measure,  it  was  now  and 
then  had  recourse  to  in  other  cases,  and 
invariahly  where  the  pulse  was  much 
acceleratctl.  Ten  or  twelve  ounces  was 
Ae  usoal  ouantitj  taken.  At  present  I 
do  not  recollect  an  instance  in  which  a 
second  hh  tHlinjj  was  considered  neres- 
sary.  W  hen  tiie  diarrhtra  was  attended 
bjr  sickness  and  inclination  to  vomit, 
with  or  without  quickness  of  the  pulse, 
an  emetic  of  ipecacuan  was  g-enerally 
tlie  tirst  thin^  t^i^en,  always  excepting 
eai»e$  in  wbicn  there  was  teiulernes*  ut 
Ihe  seroh.  cordis.  This,  followed  bv  the 
calomel  and  laudsnum  in  the  dose  above- 
mentioned,  usually  procured  frr,-  ^u-r-^yu 
ration  and  sleep,  on  avvakiii<(  hum 
which  the  patient  was  atrreeubly  sur- 
mised to  find  that  the  nausea  had  left 
nim,  and  the  lieadai  he  or  tli/.ziness,  fre- 
quently accompanying'  the  derangement 
of  the  stomach,  if  it  had  not  also  disau. 
peared,  had  gteatljr  abated.  The  sub- 
sequent part  of  the  treatment  in  these 

ea iif»thing^  peculiar.  The  pe- 
riod uhtch  usually  elapsed  from  admis- 
sion to  the  day  of  dtscoarf^e  seldom  ex- 
tended alM)ve  five  or  six  days* — verjr  ge- 
nerally  it  uas  lc>s  ;  hut  in  a  few  Ctises 
ten  da\s  lint)  iieen  passed  in  hospital 
before  the  diarrha'a  ceased,  and,  in  a 
recent  instance,  the  patient  was  fully 
a  fortiiig-ht  under  treatment.  In  all  te- 
<li<>tis  cases,  the  sulphate  of  eop])»  r,  in 
^uiail  doses,  dissolved  in  the  emulsio 
camphor*,  with  the  addition  of  lau. 
danum,  was  foim  1  f  essential  sen  iee. 

D.  MACLArni.AN,  M.D. 

AH<ii»taiit  Surgeon  79tb  lUgimCDt. 

CASES  OF  EYE  DISEASES j  WITH 
REiMARKS. 

By  Wm.  Mackenzie, 
liecturer  on  the  Eye  in  the  Uuivenltjr  of  GU>tgow. 

Xernni a  C  'o n ju nctivff. 

AoNEs  M'KiNNo^f,  aged  applied  at 
ihe  Glasgow  Eye  Infifmary,  on  the 


2(ith  March,  1833,  under  the  fullowing 
circumstances  :— 

Both  conjunctivte  are  red,  and  hare 
evidently  suffered  from  long-continued 
inflammation.  The  rig-ht  conjnnrfiva 
especially  is  of  a  dark-red  colour,  and, 
where  it  passes  from  the  lower  eyelid 
to  the  eyeball,  of  an  olivc  hue,  from  the 
frequent  use  of  nitras  argenti  in  solu- 
tion. 

The  left  conjunctiva  has  the  appear- 
anee  as  if  it  were  skinned  over,  oeinaf 
in  man  V  places  of  a  whitish  colour,  ana, 
on  the  inside  of  the  upper  lid,  looks  as 
if  it  had  sn tiered  cicatrization.  It  is 
altogether  drier  than  natural,  and  seems 
almost  destitute  of  its  proper  mucous 
secretion.  The  patient  says  that  thi^ 
eye  waters  much  less  than  the  rij^bt. 
At  the  nattal  extremity  of  the  led  lower 
lid,  there  is  a  tendency  to  symblepharon  ; 
the  eoiijunctiva,  when  the  patient  turns 
thi-  eye  upwards  and  outwards,  foniiinir 
a  i'rienum,  which  prevents  the  free  mo- 
tion of  the  eye.  There  is  slight  inrer- 
sionof  the  leit  lids,  with  some  inverted 
eyelashes  rtihhintr  on  the  siirraec  of  the 
eyeball.  Numerous  red  vessels  are  ob- 
served winding  over  the  left  cornea. 

She  says  tliat  she  has  been  subject  to 
attaeks  uf  ophthalmia  for  eip;ht  years ; 
the  first  attack  heinq-  in  the  left  eye,  in 
consequence  of  a  stroke  w  iih  a  siinttle. 
The  conjunetivie  were  never  scarified, 
nor  rubbed  with  solid  caustic;  and  die 
ne\er  had  any  operation  performed  for 
the  inverted  state  of  lids,  except  pulling 
out  of  the  faulty  eyelashes.  Toug-uc 
clean  ;  bowels  reifular. 

The  inverted  eyelashes;  were  removed, 
and  she  was  ni  jt  red  to  bathe  the  eyes 
thrice  a  day  v*itli  a  tepid  solution  of  tea 
grains  of  murias  ammoniie  and  twenty 
of  jjum  arable,  in  eight  ounces  of  water. 

The  above  is  an  example  of  a  verv 
peculiar  state  of  the  conjuueliva,  the 
result  of  long-continued  and  ilLtreatCMi 
iiidannnation  of  that  membraae.  It  has 
been  deseriH«  d  Im  Mr.  Travers,  under 
the  name  ol  tutuulur  conjunctiva.  He 
mentions*,  that  he  had  seen  cases  of  tliia 
conversion  of  the  conjunctiva  into  a  ru- 
gous and  opaque  skin,  go  the  length  of 
knitting  the  lids  close  tf)  the  globe,  and 
obliterating  the  sinus  palpebrales. 
While  he  places  it  among  the  8e<^neltt 
of  chronic  inflammation  of  the  conjunc- 
tiva, }m'  eonsider^;  it  innnrdiatelv  de- 
pend lug  on  an  obiiteraliun  of  tlic  U- 

*  Synopal*  of  tb«  OlSCSMt  Of  tht  Bv*.  p.  120. 

Load.  UJ2U.  ?  •  r  «  ^ 
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clinnial  ducts;  a  view  of  the  subject 
li  bad  been  taken  lonjf  before  by 
J^chiuidt,  of  Vienna*,  who  describ*  s  the 
disease  under  the  name  of  Xeroph- 

The  most  roccnt,  and  bilbcrto  tho 
most  conipleie,  accoutit  of  this  diseased 
»tate  of  the  conjunctiva,  we  owe  to  Dr. 
Ammon,  of  Dresden,  one  of  the  most 
oriiiruial  and  Ingenious  opbthalmnloiri 
cariiiqinnT>  of  tbr  ]ir«  <;cnt  day  f.  He 
ackiiouledj^ts,  however,  that  the  hn»t 
case  of  Uie  disease  ivbicb  be  bad  an  op- 
portunity- of  examining,  was  pointed 
out  to  bis  attPiition  by  rrnr<  <«i»>r  .T:tL''<'i', 
of  Erlau-^en;  who,  in  one  ol  his  (Jiiux- 
cai  lUporU*,  had  sp(»kcn  of  this  affec- 
tion ol  the  eye  under   the  name  of 
UeherhUuiun^  der  Conjunctiva 

The  principal  symptoms  of  xeroma 
conjunctiva  may  be  gathered  from  the 
case  of  M^Kinnon,  as  above  related.  I 
mav  add,  however,  a  few  remarks  ;  crn- 
b(uly  iiiLT  bat  seems  masi  interesting  iu 
Dr.  Animon's  paper. 

1.  Symptoms.— Wihoughy  iiigcucral, 
die  conjunctiva  presents  a  dark*red  co- 
lour, and  has  a  thickened,  rugous,  and 
dn^ky     a])pear;uiee,    it   U  smnetimts 
whiter  and  less  vascular  than  natural. 
It  is  always  drier  tban  in  tbe  healthy 
state,  nii.l  loolcs  as  if  it  were  skinned 
over.    The  carunctjla  bas  a  dry,  smooth, 
flat    app.  arancp,  is  sometimes  whiter 
than  natural,  and  is  often  scarcely  re- 
cognizable.  The  puncta  are  j,'enerally 
contracted,  or  cl<»s(  <I ;  sometimes,  how- 
ever, dilated  wvA  paralysed.    Tbe  cor- 
nea is  dull  and  nebulous,  with  red  ves- 
sek  running  tbrough  its  conjunctiva. 
There  is  generally  a  considerable  de- 
jfrce  of  entrfij  iuTii,  with  trichiasis,  fnena 
approaching  to  symblepharon.  and  not 
unrreuucutlv  the  conjunctiTa  is  observed 
to  fall  into  Voids  around,  and  c^ecialty 
above,  the  cornea.    If  the  conjunctiva 
is  toiirbed  w  ith  tbe  finjjrer,  it  betrays 
scarcely  any  sensibility.    When  cold  or 
warm  water  is  dropped  tipon  the  eye,  no 
sensation  seems  to  be  prtKluce  l.  The 
pntieiit  cnmplaii!^  of  a  feeling-  of  dry- 
ness, and  scmielinKs  of  saudincss  in  the 
eye.    If  he  tries  to  weep,  no  tears 
flow,  but  the  ertbrt  makes  the  ey  e  red 
and  painful,  while  no  such  effect  is  pro- 
ducedon  the  sound  eve. 

2.  Causes. — Lonjj-continued  inflam- 
mation of  tbe  conjunctiva  always  pre- 

•  Kr«iiklieitend«»Tbi»il«norgrni»,  p.  66-  ItW. 
t  Z«Hschrift  lar  die  Ophtbalnolocic,  TOU  I. 
f.a».  UrMdeo,  liOO. 


cedes  xeroma;  and  in  tbe  course  of  that 
indamniatiou  it  seems*  indubitable,  both 
from  tbe  aspect  of  tbe  membrane  and 
the  other  symptoms,  that  the  secretorr 
structtjre  ol  the  conjunctiva  is  altered, 
and  its  power  of  fonuing  mucus  thereby 
partially  or  entirely  lost   Tbe  kind  of 
inflammation  most  apt  to  lead  to  this 
chanj^ein  the  conjunetiv.s,     tlie  strumo- 
eataniial;    but  it    may    also  follow 
any  chronic  conjunctivitis — strumous, 
oatan^l,  or  contagious.   Dr.  Ammon 
suggests,  that  graniilar  conjunctiva  sub- 
siding, is  apt  to  leave  tbe  conjunctiva 
disposed  to  (all  into  xeroma.    I  am  in- 
clined to  think,  however,  that  the  noit 
firequent  origin  of  this  disorganised 
state  of  thcconjuiirtiva  is  eitber  a  totally 
neiiflccted  strurao-catanbul  ophthalmia, 
or  one  treated  only  with  stimulants- 
such  as  tbe  golden  ointment,  the  black 
ointment,  and  the  like.    Instead  of 
abatiri'^  the   infl  nmnation   by  proper 
soothiufT  and  emuiiicnt  applications, 
and  by  the  local  detraction  ot  blood,  it 
bas  unfortimately  become  a  too  common 
praetiec  to  use  only  stimulants  md  es- 
ebaroties,  and  some  of  these  so  sLroug 
that  they  actually  destroy  the  mucous 
texture  of  tbe  membrane  to  which  they 
are  applied ;  an  effect  which  is  followed, 
after  some  time,  by  tbe  conversion  of  tbe 
conjunctiva  into  a  mere  cuiicuiar  eover- 


...  „ .  I  have  seen  the  mucous  membrane 
of  tbe  tongue  partiallj  changed  in  the 

same  way,  so  as  to  p!-e<eTtt  numerous 
Avhite,  skinny,  unailerable  patches. 
Saturnine  applications  are  probably,  in 
many  cases,  tbe  cause  of  xeroma;  for 
if  the  least  excoriation  exists  nt^  tbe 
conjunetivo,  the  b  preeipitated  by 
tlic  muriatic  add  whicli  exists  in  the  mu- 
cous and  lachrymal  secretions,  instant* 
ly  fixes  on  tbe  excoriated  spot,  fender- 
ini^-  it  white  and  dry,  and  is  very  rarely 
removed.  Hence  liquor  plumbi,  Gou- 
lard water,  and  the  like,  are  never  used 
in  L''ood  ophthalmic  practice,  however 
sli}?ht  tbe  afreeiion  of  tbe  eye.  They 
are  still,  howe%  cr,  amongst  the  favourite 
applications  of  the  vulgar. 

Dr.  Ammon,  finding  xeroma  often  at- 
tended by  t  iitrojiium,  has  come  to  tbe 
conclusion  thai  the  (tperation  of  remov- 
ing a  fold  of  skin,  lor  the  cure  of  the 
latter,  may  often  be  tbe  cause  of  the 
former;  the  ii^ision  bein^  made  too 
deep,  and  tbe  consequent  inflammation 
extending'  to  the  lachrymal  ducts.  But 
it  is  a  buHicient  answer  to  this  notion, 
that  we  meet  (as  in  M*Kinnon)  with 
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this  tiisorgaiiizatiou  ui'  iIm*  coiijaiictiva 
ill  subjects  who  never  have  uitUt  rgoue 
anjr  such  operation,  or  even  in  some 
who  have  had  no  inversion  of  the  lids. 
That  the  lachrymal  ducts  are  sometimes- 
doaed  in  xeruma,  I  do  not  mean  to 
denjr ;  but  maj-  not  tiie  same  ebronic, 
mitmaaaifed  inflammation,  or  tbe  same 
violent  escharotic  applications,  which 
close  for  ever  the  serretinj*"  jton^s  of  the 
conjunctiva,  close  also  the  uioiiths  of 
the  lachrfmal  dnete?  Would  mere  clo- 
sure  of  these  ducts,  with  an  otherwise 
healthy  conjunctiva,  give  rise  to  xero- 
ma?  I  believe  not;  and  Dr.  Aumon 
seems  mdioed  to  the  same  opinion.  It 
is  the  mneoa  of  the  conjunctiva,  and 
not  the  tears,  which,  under  nrflinary 
circumstances,  keens  the  eye  niuibt  and 
the  cornea  pellucid.  The  moisture  of 
the  eje  and  the  cleamess  of  the  cornea 
are  pn-st  rvcd  even  after  the  lachrymal 
^lund  i-i  cxtirpatod.  But  Ift  the  con- 
junctiva (as  in  the  disea^  now  under 
consideration)  be  deprived  of  its  secfet- 
ing  faculty,  not  merely  does  the  pa* 
tient  coin})lain  of  a  fveUn^  of  (Irvncss 
in  the  eye,  and  move  the  eye  vviih  dif- 
ficnlty,  But  the  membrane  looks  like  the 
sldn  on  the  back  of  the  hand,  and  the 
cornea,  no  loni*rr  jifiiardod  against  tlie 
effects  of  air,  dust,  and  light,  become 
opaque. 

2VMhitenf.<— Cold  applications  Dr. 

Ammon  found  hurtful  m  this  disease. 
Tepid  »»Tif  s  should  be  used  ;  ami  Iff  Tli»Mn 
bear  some  resemblance,  in  lihysicai  and 
cbeuMeal  properties,  to  tne  sccivtion 
which  the  eve  has  lost,  and  for  the  re- 
COTcry  of  wliich  there  is  very  little  hope. 
If  the  conjunctiva  be  very  ml,  local 
blood -letting  will  affoni  consiilerubic  re- 
lief. The  general  health  is  carefnll^  to  be 
attended  to ;  not  neglecting  the  trichia- 
sis, entropium,  and  other  local  occasional 
atuudant:}  on  this  highly -interesting 
aflfctaoii  of  the  coajuuctiTa. 


LABOUR  CASE, 

irrrU  a  peculiar  PRESENTATIOtf. 

To  ik€  Editor  rf  the  Medicul  Gt^zeHe, 
Sir, 

A  CASE  of  labour  has  just  occurred  to 

me,  which,  on  account  of  one  of  its 
peculiarities,  appear**  wortliy  of  l)»Mn«_f 
placed  on  record,  ^:>lluuld  ^<mr  upiuuui 
concur  with  mine,  you  will  oblige  me 
hj  publishing'  it. 


On  the  '2d  uf  April,  at  half-past  nine 
A.M.  Mrs.  W.  sent  fur  me.  She  is  a 
healthy,  weU-made  woman,  of  sangoi. 
neons  temperament,  in  her  third  pieg^ 
naijey.  'Ine  dolores  presno-i't-iites  or- 
ctirred  about  twelve  hours  bclore ;  the 
pains  at  this  time  were  trifling  and  infre. 
queut,  and,  as  she  was  not  in  her  cham- 
ber,  I  left  lier  without  making  an  ex- 
amination. At  4  P.M.  I  was  ai^nin  sent 
for.  I  found  the  os  uteri  dilatable, 
during  a  pain,  to  the  stae  of  the  pafan 
of  the  hand,  and  a  bag  of  extremely 
stroujf  nif-Tnbrane**  protrudinif.  I  e«..'*'l 
just  ascertain,  over  the  pubes,  that  a  part 
of  some  extent  of  sjjirface  was  present, 
ing ;  but  whether  hard  and  unyielding, 
as  the  cranium,  or  vi»'ldiiii^'-  nnd  fleshv, 
I  could  n<»t  reach  lo  dcicnume.  With 
some  difficulty  I  niptured  the  membra  ties», 
but  even  then,  during  the  subsequent 
uterine  contraction,  I  could  not  reach 
so  as  to  determine  the  presenting  part. 
I  thereiore  questioned  her  as  to  her  pre« 
▼ions  and  present  sensations,  so  aa  to 
elicit,  if  possible,  the  position  of  the 
fffitus  ;  but  I  learned  notliing — ererj 
thing  seeming  the  same  as  in  her  two 
former  (natural^  labours."  I  left  the 
chamber,  directing  her  to  rue  and  walk 
about  the  room. 

In  about  an  hour  the  contractions  bad 
become  pretty  frequent  and  strong,  and 
on  examination  I  found  the  shoulder 
and  hand  passed  the  os  uteri,  and  en* 
pfa<;ed  in  the  j)plvis.  T  nt  once  intra* 
duced  my  hand,  but  the  immediate  ef- 
fect was  to  induce  Tiolmt  contraction. 
This  continued,  with  no  interval  greater 
than  thirty  seconds.  T  fDrrnd  theeliild*s 
head  reverted,  so  that  the  rijilit  <  nr  was 
Wing  on  its  abdomen ;  but  by  the  time 
1  had  ascertained  this,  these  parts,  im 
statu  quoy  were  engaged  in  the  pelvia, 
the  •shoulder  being  almost  in  contact 
with  the  perineum.  The  child  wasaliveat 
this  time,  for  I  felt  the  movement  of  its 
limbs,  as  well  as  the  pulsation  of  its 
hear!  ind  of  the  funis.  With  the  ut- 
most etlorts  that  i  considered  justifiable, 
I  could  reach  no  further  than  the  child's 
right  anterior  superior  spine  of  the 
ilium  ;  iiritlu  r  foot  or  knee  could  I  feel. 
My  hand  wa-s  by  this  time  so  cramped 
Uiat  I  withdrew  it  into  the  vagina,  en- 
deavouring now  merelj  to  prerent  the 
further  descent  of  the  child.  It  might 
have  been  half  an  hour  since  I  first  in. 
troduced  my  hand.  I  now  determined 
on  ycnesection,  in  the  hope  of  dimi- 
nishing  the  violenoe  of  die  contractiona. 
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Tho  preparation  fur  this  caused  altera-    SMALL  POX  afteh  VACCINATION. 

tiou  in  position  of  the  patient's  atteu-   

dmnts.  when  J  found  that  the  woman  at  ^    ,   „ .       >.  .  . 

her  hack  had  been  violently  pulling  an  To  tlu  Editor  of  the  Mtdicul  Gazette, 

apron  \vhicl)shehad  passed  round  the  nn- 

ticnt*sal>iiomen.    I  at  once  removed  it,  out  *  -      i  •     i  « 

am  inclined  to  attribute  much  of  thediffi-  J  a  i»;v  dajs  ago  m  the  Medical 
culty  I  met  with  to  this  circumatancc.      <^''.iz<;ti<\    Mr.  Civonliows  letter  on 

fhe  pulse  was  full  and  stK>n<r,  and  suial  -pox  alter  vaccination,  and  c.ulcH 
far.-  red.  When  about  a  pound  and  a  not  help  bcmg  struck  with  tiie  truth  of  ; 
hail  of  blood  had  flowed  from  the  arm,  the  mam  statement,  that  small-fiox  la  ofi 
the  character  of  the  paina  altered,  and,  more  frequent  occurrence  after  v.u  nna- 1 
on  exaraiuinir,  I  found  the  shoulder  and  than  formerly  ;  indeed,  the  fact , 

all  the  TiU  of  that  side  horn,  bein^^  ah]o  »s  so  much  m  accordance  with  my  own  >^ 
to  pass  a  fintfcr  between  iJie  perineum  observaUon-r-thou^h  like  him  I  am 
aui  the  child's  back.  Even  now  the  amaoua  for  Oie  opimon  of  other  medical 
child  was  quite  moveable  in  the  pelvis,  »«PVr  ,  .  cannot,  m  the  meantime, 
and  each  subsequent  i)ain  increas.d  the  withhold  what  has  already  come  to  my 
degree  of  protrusitui.  I  now  requested  !>^*'»  kiiowlcdge  on  this  important  sub- 
a  irentleman  who  was  with  uie  to  tie  up  J*'^,^  i  r  ^  i 

thi  arm,  and  then  slightly  aaaiated  the  ,  Many  of  the  cause,  of  ^ilure  were 
uterine  nains,  and  the  third  after  the  W  a^^m  nomted  out  by  Dr.  .Tenner; 
bleedingraitlcd  bv  jpe.t  vobn^tarv  ef-  s"cb  as  taking  the  virus  at  an  improper 
fort,  protruded  (or  rather  projected)  penod  of  the  vaocmateonpallowrog  thb 
child  Jega  and  feet,  funis,  placenta  and  *y«P^>  decompose  before  insertion--  ) 
aU,  into  the  world,  the  n,  r\neum  being  and  vaccinatin- where  t!,e  skin  of  the 
quite  entire.  The  child's  head  main-  patient  was  in  an  inliauuautorv  or  erup- 
tained  the  same  relative  position  to  its  tive  condiUon;  and  it  is  much  to  be  la- 
body  which  I  had  before  ascertained,  Biented,  that  every  one  of  theae  nourcea 
bat  ita  heart  and  the  funis  had  eeaaed  to  of  error  w,ll  produce  a  spunous  vcsn  le, 

containing  lympli.  ."Inch  communicates  [ 
The  patient,  according  to  her  own    the  same  spurious  uuprotecting  disease  j 
calculation,  confirmed  (by  the  memory   "  o^f*  »  «  »  ^  f  i/j!^     «  ^ 

of  communicated  facts)  by  her  mother,  equally  to  be  deplored,  that  it  duplajrs 
was  two  days  over  her  nine  moiitlis.  eonsnlerab  e  resemblance  to  the  geiiume 
The  child,  half  i.n  hour  before  its  birth,  cow-pox  ;  but,  by  testuur  it  with  pure 
w  as,  1  am  certain,  ali^e;  vet  the  head  ^1^"*,  ffenuine  vesicle  w  produced, 
and  abdomen  passed  together  through  ^  t^n  through  its  regular  course, 
the  pelvis.  ThechUd  waseertatnh  not  In  corroboration  of  the  soundness  of  Dr. 
large;  and  the  pelvis  extremely 'well  Jemier's  ideas  at  tliat  tmic  upon  this 
made!  Tlie  nferme  contractions,  more-  subJCC^  I  can  state  three  cases  exactly 
over,  were  violent:  had  their  conditions   mpoint  i  mj    r  _ 

been  otherwise,  I  conceiTc(ofi«n*ikortV)      J"  the  year  1800,  the  chdd  of  a  re- 
ihat  the  birth  would  not  have  been   spectable  person  of  this  town  was  vae 
efferted  withcujt  the  disnienibermcnt,  or   cmated  by  an  elderly  pracUUoacr,  with 
emptying  the  cavities,  of  the  child.  The   matter  from  what  he  call«^  a  wcU-ma- 
child  was  alive  even  when  the  shoulder  pustule.    On  the  fifth  or  sixth 


 on  the  perineum,  and  consequently    day  violent  mflannnation  "-urromided^. 

when,  in  aF probability,  the  head  and    ihe  wmin.l,  and  rapidly  evtemiing  over 
.  1  *      I  .  i'  1  .„.-^*K^-  .1...  the  whole  bodv  nroved  laUl  m  a  IcMf 


to  live,  crmld  iiolhave  been  bora  in  its  ""tions  with  respect  to  the  '"^itunty  and 

then  Dosition  "  '^J^'^  nature  of  the  virus.   The  wounds 

^  Your  obedient  servant^  i..fl«ned,  tumefied   and  speediljr  u^ce- 

GuoveWt.  "t'  ^^-    A  week  after  the  v.n  uK.t  on 

  they  w  ere  both  seized  w  im  the  <:ouUu> 

'    7Z~r~Z,  cnt"  smalLpox,  and  died  on  the  fifteenth 

ti^.u'ted'bv  K 'R;.bv 'iJ  D^'""  •  "^"i****'  day.  Th«e  casea  hapue  ed  through  a 

ir«.uted  by  h.  Higby^  D.  culpuWe  imiution  of  what  was  too  com- 
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.  mon  in  variolous  inoculaliofl,  viz.  iak- 
lug  the  iiKitter  :it  a  late  period  of  the 

j  disease,  wheu  the  virus  bad  passed  the 
boundary  of  perfecttOQ  with  respect  to 
its  specific  oualities,  thoopfh  capable  of 
acting"  in  tin'  first  case  as  an  animal 

{»oison,  and  in  the  two  last  as  a  s(;vcrc 
oca]  stimulant. 

A  more  correct  knowledge  of  vaccina- 
tion  baa»  however,  lonr  since  prevented 
thp  reoiirrrnre  of  such  flanfrant  errors. 
Still  the  danger  of  imperiect  vaccina- 
tion, from  causes  yet  undiMorered, 
teems  to  exist  pretty  gfcnt  lallv  at  the 
present  period;  and  I  cannot  divest  my- 
self of  tlie  notion  (i'ancif'iil  or  not)  that 
the  process  of  vaccination  is  not  so  cba- 
racteristic  in  its  appearance  as  it  was 
upon  its  first  inlrodfuction.  At  any  rate 
I  have,  T  think,  clearly  ob«5er>ed  the 
areola  wIilu  it  bus  obtained  its  utmost 
extent,  on  the  tltJi  or  12th  day,  begin 
liiat  to  faae  at  its  outer  circle,  proem- 
iiig"  inwards  !o\vard'>  thr  rcsicle,  and 
thereby  not  e.vhibitiug*  tlie  double  areola 
which,  if  I  am  not  much  mistaken,  dis- 
played itself  much  more  iviirersallj 
twenty  or  thirty  years  ago  than  at 
present. 

*       This  double  areola  is  evidently  pro- 
duced by  the  efflorescence  lading  first 
where  it  beffun,  viz.  near  the  base  of  the 
,   Tc<!irlc,  ana  ^radnallv  extending  out- 
viards,  and  thus  exhitiitin^  a  palusort 
of  halo  round  the  vetucle  in  the  centre, 
^'hile,  at  the  saifie  time,  the  outer  edg-c 
I    of  this  halo  is  itself  surrounded  by  a  red 
I    zone.    I  am  far  from  eontending-  that 
I    this  appearance  is  never  now  observed  ; 

I  only  say  that  it  is  not  so  distinctly 
;  marked  as  form  rly.  Where  it  does 
j  exist,  it  is  a  perfi  ct  proof  of  a  jjcnuine 
i  process  of  vaccination ;  aud  when  it  does 
\  not  exist,  there  is  danger  of  a  spurious 
or  imperfect  one. 

But  althoTi^-b  tlie  double  nrmln  be 
wanting,  ibe  vesicle  is  still  ciliular — a 
structure  lii  .^L  discovered  b^*  the  late  Dr. 
Cappe,  of  York,  and  considered  a  proof 
of  perfection.    The  vesicle  of  the  cow  is 
also  cellular,  and  contains  lynijib  of  a 
I  blui&b  purple  colour,  w  bieb  is  retained 
'  f  for  a'few  transmissions  tbrou>j:h  the  bu- 
'  \  man  subject,  and  then  totally  vanishes-— 
a  frKf  ^^fiif-li  1  myself  witnes'-ed  i:'  jter- 
* )  forming  some  successful  expt.iiiuciits  for 
the  discovery  of  the  orig'in  of  the  cow- 
pox,  in  the  year  1801. 

Tf  o!ie  tlistinctive  mark  of  the  disease 
should  60  soon  withdraw  itself,  it  is  not 


unreasonable  to  suppose  that  otiien 

should  do  the  same  in  process  of  timf . 

The  dirt'ercnt  degrees  of  protecling'  in- 
fluence which  vaccination  has  mauilesU 
ed  at  various  limes,  when  brought  to  the 
test  by  the  presence  of  \ariolon«  conta- 
j^on,  is  ill  favour  of  the  notion  that 
some  important  cliaui>'e  has  taken  place 
in  its  character.  Although  I  had  vac- 
cinated some  thousands  since  the  year 
1801,  numbers  of  whom  had  been  ex- 
posed repeatedly  to  the  contagion  of 
small-pox,  I  never  witnessed  a  case  of 
modified  small-pox  until  tbe  year  1816^ 
and  that  was  hi  my  own dauii-nter.  The 
disease  was  ushered  in  by  great  dis. 
turbancc  of  the  wh<de  system,  with  in- 
tense heat  of  the  skin,  sickness,  and  pain 
in  the  region  of  the  stomach  and  loins ; 
a  ^  erv  white  toni^nie,  much  thirst,  and  a 
quiek,  soft,  uiiduialiug  pulse.  These 
symptoms  were  soon  succeeded  by  a  raaii 
orer  the  whole  body,  indicating  a  most 
severe  eruptive  fever,  but  which,  fortu- 
nately, was  suddenly  arrested  in  its 
progress  by  the  appearance  of  a  few 
small  pearl -like  vesicles,  which  ran 
their  course  in  a  very  few  days,  and  died 
off*  witliout  pits.  For  two  ortlirce  years 
such  cases  were  not  uncommon,  but 
they  all  occurred  in  young  persona. 
The  rash  always  preceded  the  ^niption 
of  bard,  ])ellueid,  spherical  vcMcle^, 
which  ajipeared  as  early  on  the  body 
and  extremities  as  on  the  face,  and 
nii;,^bt  very  properly  he  called  pearl-pox; 
for  they  were  at  once  rmmd  and  hard  to 
tbe  touch,  and  became  dry  in  a  few  days, 
without  previous  suppuration. 

or  late  years  this  disease  has  put  on 
a  different  character,  or  rather  has  he- 
come  less  modified,  tbe  vesicles  being' 
indented,  requiring'  mor«:  time  in  filling, 
attended  by  more  inflammation  at  me 
base,  and  going  on  to  suppuration  regUp 
larly  and  successivelv,  Ironi  the  face  to 
the  extreniili*  s — with  every  symptom, 
in  fact,  of  genuine  small -pox.  Bui  it  is 
remarkable,  that  although  some  hun- 
dreds of  young  persons  and  children 
have  had  the  sninM-pox,  either  modified 
or  iu  their  genuine  form,  not  a  single 
instance  can  be  adduced  of  a  father  or 
mother,  who  had  been  vaccinated  many 
years  before,  being  aff*ected  w  ith  eitlier 
one  or  tbe  other,  although  exposed  ta 
Uie  contagion  iu  every  way  possible. 

I  have  observed,  therefore,  in  my  own 
practice,for  many  years,  that  vaccination 
aflbrded  uniform  protection;  and  sinoa 
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tben,  an  iufluencc  from  Taccinatioii  less 
and  }r'<^  cflcctual  in  resistiiio-  cotita- 
giou  ot  .small  pox,  but  have  never  yet 
seen  a  fatal  ca^  of  that  disease  alter 
f  Taocination. 

I  am  under  the  necessity  of  coming  to 
the  conclusion,  that  the  varcine  virns 
has  lost  part  of  ita  virtues,  and  that  to 
revert  to  its  origin  for  a  frttb  supply,  is 
the  onljr  lemedy. 

T  am,  sir, 
Your  obedient  sen  ant, 

J.  G.  LoY,  M.D. 

Whitby.  April  2, 


FATTY  DISCHARGE  FROM  THE 
BOWELS. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
Sib, 

HAvivr;  lately  met  with  a  case  of 
ftttv  tlischarjfe  from  the  bowels"  (aa 
cit-scniRtl  by  Dr.  Brown  in  a  recent 
No.  of  the  Gazette,)  at  tbe  Ptoochial 
In(innar>'  of  St.  Paneraa,  to  which  I  am 
?;ur*jfrnn,  I  bo^  loave  to  rnrlose  to  you 
the  nhort  n^tes  1  made  of  it  at  the  time, 
and  also  of  the  post-mortem  examina- 
tidn ;  and  if  you  think  them  worth  com- 
municatittg,  you  will  by  dieir  inaertion 
oblige,  sir, 

Your  obfidicnt  serrant, 

Richard  D.  Eastcott. 

Sl.  I'aucras  PurocUial  Iniiriaaryt 
Aprils.  IMS. 


ported  with  mild  nourisfaowatL  Sho 

died  Feb.  17th. 

Post-mortem  Exam i nation.  —  Fcbnr. 
ary  I9th. — Lungs  tok-rably  healthy,  but 
effusion  of  serum  into  the  cavities  of  tbe 
pleura — alto^ther  about  three  pints, 
liiver  soft  and  '■'urn  nljat  lar^r,  of  a 
pale  yellow  ctdour  ^the  colour  of  Flan- 
ders brick),  and  its  sufaee  spotted  with 
pele<l)iir  (iall  bladder  tran.<iparent, 
not  in  tJ)c  Irast  dcnrrrr  tinifi-d  witli  Idle, 
but  resembled  a  parlicularlv  thin  and 
well-washed  bowel ;  it  contained  about 
two  ounces  of  a  thin  fluid,  more  like 
bilious  urine  than  bile.  Tbe  colon  vei^r 
contracted — a  mrre  rope  ;  on  its  muroits 
membrane,  which  wai*  very  pale,  and 
which  was  examined  throughout  its 
whole  course,  no  trace  of  inflammaUon 
])rrsrrit('d  itself;  the  contents,  except 
nrar  tho  r«  ctniii,  \vh»  r«'  there  wa-s  some 
appearance  of  to'cal  matter,  was  a  whit- 
tso  secretion  resembling  blanc-nuui^, 
and  in  other  parts  of  it  like  thick  nee 
pfniel.  I  saw  nothing"  like  the  matter 
which  had  h«  t  n  previously  discharged 
per  anuni.  An  old  adhesion  existed  Dc- 
tweentbeomentumand  gallbladder.  The 
pancreas  was  hardened,  and  changed  itv 
structure,  and  the  pancreatic  duct,  which 
was  enlarged,  cootaiued  a  number  of 
solid  chalky  concretions  as  hard  as  bone, 
some  about  the  size  of  peas,  some 
larger,  and  reseniljling  in  rrnighness  of 
their  sin  face  the  "  mulherrv  .calculus'* 
of  the  bladder.  The  muscles  were  at- 
tenuated and  pale;  tbe  cellular  sub., 
stance,  particularly  about  the  abdomen, 
anasarcous;  and  about  two  ntiarts  of 
serf»ii<«  flitid  were  coutained  iu  toe  abd6« 


a  woman  wt.  48,  was  ad-   ivinal  cavity. 


mitted  into  St  Fancras  Infirmary  Feb. 
Atb,  1833.   Has  been  long  ill,  and  now 

to  ho  'ififferinif  frMtn  organic 
di>e<ise  oi  tbe  liver,  ol  lonjf  standing. 
The  woman,  I  learn,  has  been  a  hard 
spirit-drinker,  and  altc^ether  of  irre* 
gular  habits.  She  has  a  greenish  cast 
of  countenance,  and  is  emaciated  ;  com- 
plains of  considerable  pain  in  the  right 
side  and  epigastrium;  is  subject  occa- 
sionally to  severe  pain  in  the  bowels; 
but  what  is  mnrr  remarkable,  she  passes 
with  her  stools,  whieh  are  very  bad,  and 
ahew  a  great  deficiency  of  bile,  a  dis- 
ckaige  resembltni^  tallc»w,  or  sperma- 
eeti,  or 'like  a  mixture  of  both,  which 
floats  on  the  ^orf  jcr'  of  the  urine  in  the 
▼ei«sel  in  con.Hiderablc  quantities.  Was 
treated  with  hyd.  c.  creta  in  small  quan- 
tities, leeches,  and  blisters,  and  snp- 

XII. 


ON  THE  SECRETION  AND  USES' 
OF  THE  BILE. 

Br  B.  PaiLUPs,  Esq. 

A  PAPER  bearing-  the  above  title  was- 
lately  read  before  the  Royal  Society,  in 
wbidi  it  appears  to  be  the  object  of  the 
author  to  establish  the  three  following 
propo«^ition^,  vi/  : — 

1.  That  the  principles  of  the  bile  pre- 
exist in  the  bluod,  and  that  liie  function 
of  tbe  Uver  is  to  separate  from  the  blood 
a  certain  proportion  of  this  material. 

2.  That  bile  m  ri  \  be  secreted  as  well 
from  arterial  a^i  Irom  venous  blood. 

3.  That  chyle  may  be  formed  iu  tlie 
tfbeence  of  bile. 
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In  support  of  the  first  propo«ition  the  name  of  Valmont,  a  widower,  sixty-txvo 

author  adduces  the  aiialoo-y  of  oiIkm-  se-  y<'ar>  of  apfp,  hy  trade  a  hatter,  ami  said 

cretious,  the  suppru-sMuu  of  whiih  U  to  be  given  to  draju-dhnkiog.    He  was 

followed  hy  the  appearance  in  the  blood  in  the  littt  stage  of  cholera  wbcn  be 

of  the  peculiar  animal  product  which  entered  the  ])ospital,  and  he  died  on  the 

characterizes  tliat  secretion,  a<t  has  been  followinjr  day. 

proved  in  the  rase  of  the  urine  by  Pre-       1  sliall  omit  al)  that  part  ol  tiie  i)ost- 

irost  and   Duuias,  and  afterwards  by  mortem  examination  which  only  related 

VaiiqneliD,  Serullaa,  and  Maf^ndie.  to  the  diaeaae  of  which  this  person  died  s 

The  author  has  confirmed  tlic  conclusion  the  monstrosity  which  presented  itself 

to  whirl)  these  pli y>-i.tln'ri<t>  li  ivr  ar-  to  us  (Dr.  Donne  was  with  me),  ia  what 

rived,  Ly  home  expenmenUs  o«n,  I  particularly  uish  to  notice, 

in  which,  instead  of  extirinitiu<>:  the      As  we  had  no  suspicion  about  the  sex 

kidney.s,  he  contented  bimselt  with tyinj^  of  Vahnont,  who  was  treated  as  a  male 

the  y  ennl  vessels.    He  relates  two  cases  while  in  the  wanls,  it  was  with  no  small 

in  %\  hif  h  the  vena  ]inrtii>  and  liejKJtic  surfjrise  that,  upon  openinr^  the  atido. 

artery  were  tied,  and  i>ile  waii  lound  minai  cavity,  we  fouud  iu  it  a  well- 

both  m  the  urine  and  the  blood.  fvrmtd  uitrui.   We  then  noted  the 

The  author,  after  ouotm^  sereral  an*  anormal  state  of  the  genital  oiigans,  and 

thorities  in  support  of  ])U  second  ]iropo-  had  those  parts  of  them  removed  and 

sition,  that  the  liver  can  iiccrete  bile,  put  in  alcohol  which  we  desired  to  exa- 

although  the  vena  port®  he  obstructed,  mine  subsequeutiv  more  at  leisure,  for 

relates  two  ezperimentt  which  he  made  the  cboleia  was  then  raging  in  all  its 

on  dug^,  by  tyinii^  the  vena  portas  at  the  fur  v  . 

part  before  it  nrrives  at  the  tranMcrse       ^I.  Mancc  afterward rcqne'^t  tl  per- 

fi>.>nre  of  thchver:  in  Uuh  cases  that  mission  f«»  rxanniK*  the  pan-.  This 

organ  continued  to  secrete  bile,  though  geutlemun   pruiuuud  aiiatumicai  aiiaiu- 

the  oaantity  was  small.    In  another  ments  are  well  known,  and  to  him  I  an 

doL'^,  he  tied  Uie  hepatic  artery,  with  the  indebted  ibr  the  following  description, 

etfect  of  producing  fatal  peritiMiiiis.  hut  as  well  as  for  the  plate  bjr  whico  the 

without  any  apparent  chaugo  iu  the  bi-  orgaiiis  are  rejpr<  sented. 
liarv  secretion.  in  the  region  ui'  ihc  external  gcniui 

The  arguments  adduoed  bj  the  anthor  organs  there  is  a  penis  of  middliug  size. 

in  favonr  of  the  opinion  that  chyle  may  terminated  by  a  well. formed  glans,  ana 

be  formed  u  lien  no  bile  is  present  in  the  prepnrr,  by  which  it  is  covered.  The 

intebtiue,  are  derived  from  the  accounts  opening  of  the  meatus  urinariusis,  how. 

given  hy  various  authors,  of  cases  in  ever,  not  at  the  summit  of  the  glans, 

which  tiie  ductus  communis  had  been  but  towards  its  lower  portion.  The 

rendered  impervious  by  the  pressure  of  bursa*  are  small,  but  very  distinct,  and 

neighbourin<jf  tumors.    In  cr^fifinnation  their  iiitei^uments  brownish,  wrinkled, 

of  mis  result,  he  made  ex|>eriiuciits  on  aud  supplied  with  hair,  as  in  the  natu- 

Jbnr  dogs,  and  fonnd  chyle  m  the  thoia-  nl  stale;  they  have  a  rauhe  dividing* 

cic  duct  aAer  he  had  tied  the  doetua  them  aymmetrieally,   ana  extending^ 

communis  close  to  the  duodenum.  from  the  prejuue  to  the  anus — the  raphe 

The  anther  e(UH  ludes,  from  these  and  itself  bein^i-  more  finn  and  jtrntninetit 

Other  facts,  that  the  secretion  of  bile  is  thau  is  u^ual  iu  man.    The  burme  con. 

intended  to  serve  some  other  purpose  tain  no  testiclea,  nor  are  theie  any  vaa. 

than  that  of  oontribotiDg  to  the  foima-  tiges  of  these  organs  discovered, 
tien  of  chyle.  The  mons  veneris  is  more  round  and 

■  plump  thanit  is  commonly  found  in  m  ih-K^ 

_  and  it  is  covered  with  a  moderate  uuau. 

NEW  AND  SINGULAR  VARIETY  tity  of  long  hair,  advancing  akmr  the 

OF  UERU  APHRODI8H ;  penis,  as  if  to  conceal  the  latter,   hi  tho 

atingmP^rfaH  before  the  Rmtl  Actdrnw  pdvis  there  are  two  ovaries,  similar  in 

^ Medieittf  Pmt,  tiieir  form  and  structure  to  UM»>»e  ot  a 

_  girl  of  lifteen  or  sixteen  ycara  of  age. 

By  M.  BoriLLAiD.  ?^  Bouilland  in  a  note  heie  dIflEn 

Ubiii9tdi'omih»j0mfnMi  Umiw.mdaM^)  ^  M.  Manoe  aa  to  the  structure  of 

  fli'  -e  *^n|»]M,!4e<l  ovaries,  M.  B.  r<»ti^it!T»r- 

Ixthecour^ettfthelast  veartherewa?s<  ar-  mg  thtm  wot  as  \esirular,  but  rather 

ricd  into  la  Tiiie  a  cholera  poticut  of  the  hbrous,  or  as  if  ihey  cotuiisted  of  a  sort  of 
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intermediate  tissue  between  thai  of  the  With  re^^ard  to  other  points  connect* 

testicle?*  and  t}\c  ovarit  s.']    Two  fallf)-  ed  with  tlio  ycnpral  structure  of  tlii>  px~ 

pian  tuhos  are  >rf  n,  with  their  attach-  traordiiiary   iuditidiial,    nnd  perhaps 

mcnts,  as  in  a  vi  eil-ianned  wumau.  The  scarcelv  less  striking  tliaii  those  of  toe 

nterat,  wbich  ■eems  eomptete  in  ererj  ffenilau,  to  well  described  hj  M.  Manee, 

respect,  holds  its  usual  place  between  I  majobfcnrelbat  Ibe  bodjof  Valniont, 

the  bladder  and  the  rectum,  and  opens  very  diminutive  for  a  male,  pre^entn  a 

into  a  species  of  vagina,  to  be  described  degree  of  pluuipuess  and  rotuudity 

pmentir.   Hie  caTitr  of  the  uterus  has  which  gires  it  much  of  the  appearance 

the  arborescent  wriiikles  which  arc  <>h.  of  a  female.    The  hands  and  feet  are 

served  in  women  who  hare  had  no  chil-  small,  and  more  likr  those  of  a  woman 

drcn.    The  os  tinctc  prnjrctH  into  the  than  of  a  m«u.    Thr  jiclvis  is  shallow, 

vagina,  aa  in  the  normal  ^tatc.    The  and  wider  than  it  would  be  in  a  well 

ragina,  ahowt  two  indies  long,  and  of  proportioned  man.  The  face  is  furnished 

middlbg  compass,  procnta  tte  rugte  w  itb  a  tolerably  thick  heard,  yet  it*  go- 

very  conspicu<»us1y  which  arc  peculiar  neral  a^jx  ct  is  eflcininatc,  and,  ju  rhnps 

to  virgins.     Towards  the  neck  of  the  owinw*  to  its  « quiv  cal  character,  rather 

bladder  the  canal  contractii ;  and  about  reitubive.    There  is  an  abundant  suppljr 

the  membranous  portion  of  the  'inethra  or  fat  lining  the  pectoral  and  abdominal 

it  is  converted  into  a  narrow  duct,  which  cavities.    The  mammary  glands  arc 

from  below  upwards  opens  itit>»  flie  ure-  much  derdnped  — too  much,  itideed,  for 

thra  by  a  little  oriiiee  about  two  miili-  a  man,  and  yet  too  little  fur  a  well- 

metres  in  diameter,  so  that  the  urethra  formed  woman ;  the  nipples  «e  of  the 

becomes  in  fact  a  oontiniMtion  of  the  size  usual  in  healthj  females, 

vagina.    There  is  nothin^r  remarkable  T,f)okinj»"  to  the  general  conformation 

about  the  urethra  beyond  the  p^iTit  of  uid  volume   of  almost   all  tlie  other 

1' unction  ;  it  is  exactly  that  of  the  male —  parts,  we  should  say  that  thii>  individual 

laving  even  at  its  origin  the  appendage  maintsins  a  sort  of  juaie'tHilieu  between 

of  a  regularly-formed  prs«/a  f   Xhereaie  man  ami  woman.   The  heart,  however, 

also  the  verumontanttm,  and  (lie  pro<«ta-  was  nearly  as  robust  a9  that  of  a  manoi 

tic  follicles  present,  but  no  trace  of  middle  size  and  strength, 

openings   to   the    ejaculatory    ducts  Such  were  the  anomalies  of  organiza- 

oottld  be  found.    Beyond  the  prostate  tion  which  we  observed  in  Valmont.  If 

the  urethra  is  destitute  of  external  co-  may  readily  be  conc<'ived,  that  we  were 

vering  for  eijilit  or  (en  Urn  <     Farther  very  aTi\-i'>tis  to  prnenre  all  the  infoin)M- 

on  a  spongy  tissue,  with  a  bulbous  en-  tiun  we  could  relative  tu  the  correspond- 

largement,  becomes  connected  with  the  ing*  functional  or  ])hysiologieal  anoma^ 

eanal,  accompanying  it  to  its  extremity,  Kes;  but,  unfortunately,  all  ourendea- 

where  it  is  lost  in  fonning  the  glan^i.  vours  proveil  fruitless.     In(|'iin-  was 

All  this  sponqpy  portion  is  attached  to  made  u  here  \'almont  resid<  (!  ;  lint  (iiere 

the  corpiira  cavernosa,  which,  strong  he  had  only  a  little  rouiii  iii  v.hicii  he 

and  welUmarked  as  in  the  male,  are  used  to  sleep  on  a  bundle  of  straw.  He 

strengthened  at  their  root  by  a  mua.  had  no  relations  or  friends ;  nor  could 

c'ular  apparatus  as  complete,  and  ]»''r  any  thini,'-  be  gathered  as  to  his  liihits 

haps  even  more  efficient  than  iu  the  of  iile,  his  propensities,  manners,  or  iu- 

male.    The  bulbo- cavernous  muscles,  tellectual  capaeitv.    Would  it  not  seem 

in  particular,  are  veiy  long  and  thick,  as  if  nature  had  heen  determined  not  to 

Cowper's  glands  are  present  also,  as  in  satii^fy  us  with  the  solution  of  the  diffi. 

the  male  <ex.  cnlties  suggested  by  the  anatomical  in- 

Likc  the  testicle  the  vesiculte  semi-  spcction — as  if  she  were  in  some  sort 

nales,  and  vasa  deferentia,  are  com-  ashamed  of  repealing  the  mystery  of  so 

]>letelj  wanting.    From  the  inguinal  strange  an  aberration  ? 

rin'r  nothing  njorc  thnn  a  dcTi<;c  cellular  Fn)ni  Valniont's  own  account,  given 

cord — a  rudiment  of  the  round  ]ii>;-amcnt  ujion  (Mitering  (he  hospital,  it  appears  ho 

"—proceeds,  accompanied  by  a  nervous  was  a  widower.     Thus  un  individual 

thread  and  an  artery.  The  Tolume  of  with  the  essential  organs  of  a  female— > 

lhi»  artery  Is  consi^sfahle,  and  it  com-  though  with  the  external  semblance  of 

muuicate-4  l)v  I  trtfe  ana"«tomoMe^  with  those  of  a  male — had  been  placed  in  the 

the    supcrticialis    perinu^'i,    and    the  condition  of  a  husband!    Haviu»-  a 

hfmncbes  of  the  external  pudics.    The  womb,  did  he  menstruate?  or  rather, 

external  female  organs  are  altogether  did  he  exhibit  the  phenomenon  of  being 

wanting.  aflRecled  with  hematuria  regularly  once 
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m  month  ?  But  if,  as  our  most  famous 
phjsiologrists  have  stated,  the^t  of  be< 
mg  endowed  with  certain  parts  indicates 
the  f*x»Tcise  of  certain  functions,  why 
neeii  \vc  uaste  time  in  calciilatiuf  what 
must  ha?e  been  the  conduct  of  Vumont? 
We  cannot  help  thinkings,  however,  that 
this  extraordinary  being'  must  Iiave 
found  himself  curiously  circnni>taiH  •  t!. 
Did  the  passions  of  the  male,  or  those 
of  the  female,  predominate?  Did  thej 
alteroatelj  stimulate  him?  or  was  lic 
iicntnilized  bjr  the  equal  influence  of 
each  ? 

It  has  been  said  that,  proper  uteritm 
0olum  mmiitr  99t  id  quod  How 
does  the  maxim  hold  with  respect  to 
ValrnoTit — a  feputed  man— and  a  mar- 
ried man  ? 

In  a  practical  point  of  view,  it 
might  be  asked,  how  should  we  he 
able  to  saj,  from  simple  inspection  of 
the  cxtt^nor,  that  «-iirh  a  person  as 
Valmout  was  really-  an  heniiaohro- 
ditef  Have  we  the  means  of  n>rm. 
in^  a  dia^osis  ?  The  problem  is  no 
doubt  a  difficult  one,  yet  even  in  the 
absenc  e  of  fui*ther  facts,  we  niigiit  pro- 
bably venture  to  affirm  h  priori^  that 
where  an  individual,  as  in  tne  case  just 
cited,  has  a  penis  moderately  (m^diovre- 
ment)  develoj)ed,  without  any  trace  of 
testicles  either  in  the  scrotum  or  inguinal 
regions,  and  where,  considered  in  other 
respects,  this  indi\  idual  would  seem  to 
bold  a  middle  place  between  ni:i1f  :Mid 
femalf — in  sui  h  a  ca^e,  1  •*ay,oiu'  riiif^ht 
venture  to  atiinu,  that  there  are  in  lite 
interior  of  the  body  some  of  tbo«e  or- 
gTins  peculiar  to  tlie  feraalr,  and  consti- 
tutinir  \n  so  far  an  hermaphrodite  more  or 
less  complete;  and  our  decisiou  would 
be  gieatij  corroborated,  if  it  could  be 
ascertained  that  su(  Ii  an  individual  had, 
dnring-a  certain  period  of  life.  r»  Tuonthlv 
rliM-}iarge  of  blood,  or  menstrual  fluto, 
from  the  urethra. 

In  oondmion,  tbe  hcu  contained  in 
tbis  paper  will  pn>babl)'  remove  all  doubt 
as  to  the  e\ivt<'nf  c  of  rrnl  hennaphro- 
dittHj  however  tucompiete.  It  is  now, 
we  ^oold  say,  no  more  than  fair  to  ad- 
mit  that  individuals  of  the  human  race 
may  he  found,  who  partake  at  once  tlie 
inal*'  HTid  female  type  in  respect  to  their 

S:nitai  organs,  and,  with  rcfereucc  to 
e  other  organs  common  to  eadi  sex, 
present  a  sort  of  mexzo  r^rmiite  between 
nian  and  vvonnn  ;  n  variety  of  henna - 
phrodl^nl  which  docs  nut  seem  to  have 
aufficientlj  fixed  the  attention  of  tern. 


tologi.«*ts.  Those  who  deny  llie  exis- 
tence of  all  other  varieties  except  that 
to  which  tliey  have  given  the  name  of 
ps«-utlH-liennanhrodism,  will  chartje  n-*, 
uu  doubt,  witti  a  credulity  amounting 
to  superstition,  for  having,  even  in 
Valmont's  case,  admitted  the  existence 
of  a  particular  kind  of  true  hermaphro. 
(li>rn  :  hut  *;neh  a  eharj^-e  will  affi-ff  us 
little.  We  must  believe  that  ol'  which 
we  are  persuaded,  even  though  it  were 
a  miracle :  and,  pcihaps,  of  all  super- 
siitio  s  (if  we  may  he  allowed  the  term 
in  speaking  of  natural  science)  that  i.n 
the  most  worthless,  not  which  believes 
w  hat  does  not  exist,  but  w  hich  refuses 
helief  to  what  really  docs.  To  conclude 
in  the  language  oi  a  learned  professor : 
lu  matters  like  thej)resent,  w  hicb  are 
at  variance  with  received  opinions,  it 
the  |>art  of  wisdom  not  only  to  refuse' 
acquiescence  in  what  has  not  been  r'v^n- 
rously  pro%ed,  hut  not  to  fix  too  narrow 
limits  to  the  powers  of  nature  *." 

Refereucet  to  the  Wotnl  Engraving. 

FlOl  RE  I. 

1.  R(M)t  of  tbepeniM.  2.  Ilaphe.  3.  Bursa?. 
4.  Meatus  nrinarius.  &  Pkepnoe,  0. 
Mom  veneris. 

FiormB  1  (bis.) 
Principally  the  muscles  of'  the  Perineum. 
«.  Bulbof  thcurethni  Cow- per's  gland n. 
c.  Root  of  corpora  tuv  eruosa.  d.  BtUbo- 
cavemons  mitflcla  «.  lachio-cavemous 
musdf.  /.  Tmnsver'^e muscle.  g^Vvt 
of  the  extrenal  sphincter  muscle. 

Fig  I  RE  2. 

UiUriud  and  iuierual  orgatu  opeasd  and  viewed 

Jrom  behiiui. 

1.  Spongy  portion  of  tiie  urethra.  2.  Cd. 

lular  tissue  of  the  bursa*.  3.  Ku11h>* 
cavornr)U<«  muscle.  4.  Bulb  of  the  ure- 
thra, o.  t»ide  »>f  the  prostate.  6.  Infe- 
-  rior  surface  of  the  bladder.  7.  Ureter. 
8.  Vaifina  openid.  9.  Xet  k  of  the  utenis. 
10.  Body  of  the  uterus,  11.  Ovar}'  entire. 
1^  Ovary  incised.  13.  Fallopian  tube. 
14  Oreat  ligament  15^  Junction  of  the 
vagina  and  urethra. 

FlOl  RE  3. 

FraU  Viete  ef  the  V(e>us,  i'ugmot  Bladder^ 

an  I  L  lellii  a. 

1.  Urethra  laid  open.  2.  Prostate.  3.  Lxutte 
forming  the  vennnontanum.  4.  Bladder 
laid  open.  6.  Trigone  vesicale.  &  Ure- 
ter.  7.  Uterus. 

*  M.  Diqiuytrcn,  In  a  report  on  •  bnmaii  fallia 
/outiU  iu      lUtfkctitcry  ui  a  boy  of  fourteen.. 
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MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

Saturdaif,  April  13, 1833. 

"  Licet  omnibuB,  licet  cf.am  miKl,  dlg:n!t;<ten 
Arti9  Mtiiem  tiueri  §  potestu  modo  Teoiendi  io 
PmUIcmb  tSti  dlccndt  pcrlevlvm  hod  Neaso.** 

Cl€S»0. 

ON-  TlIK 

COMMUNICATION  BETWEEN  TiiE 
MOTIU-K  AND  THE  F(ETUS. 

The  iMtme  of  tin-  coinmunicalion  uliich 
exlsls  kM  t\^  t'cii  tlic  inolhcr  and  fa  tus  is 
one  which  has  uaturaliy  excited  the  at- 
tention of  the  anatomist  and  jiliysiolo- 
gist,  t'rum  the  earliest  periods  at  \Uiieh 
the  structure  and  functions  of  the  body 
became  subjects  of  investig'ation  :  it  is 
one  of  those  inquiries  to  which  some  of 
the  vmA  Miaitific  men  of  the  last  cen- 
tury devoted  a  large  portion  of  theilr  time 
and  stndj :  it  has  lately  been  renewed  by 
■oBe  of  our  own  coniemporaries,^bnt 
it  still  lemains  undetermined.  The 
great  name  of  Hunter,  indeed,  in  its 
double  force  of  t])e  illustrious  brothers, 
gave  weight  and  currencjr  to  certain 
opinions  and  aUedged  discoveries,  to 
whieh  both  laid  daim;  and,  in  this 
countij  at  least,  their  views  passed 
neatlj,  if  not  wholly,  undisputed  for 
about  forty  years.   Recently,  however, 
the  invi  stiuration>  of  Dr.  Robert  Lee,  as 
published  in  the  Philosophical  Trsnsac* 
tions,  hare  led  to  a  fresh  considera- 
tion of  tlir-  ^nbjed}  and  although  we 
have  refused  to  open  our  pnges  to  that 
which  we  n^rd  as  a  mere  )>ersonal 
matter — we  mean  the  charge.'  of  pla- 
giarism adduced    by    Dr.  Granville 
against  Dr.  Lee— we  yet  look  upon  the 
subject,  when  separated  from  its  con- 
troversial adjuncts,  as  possessed  of  pe- 
culiar interest,  while  it  is  one  to  which 
wp  know  that  the  atteulion  of  a  htri^e 
portion  of  our  brethren  i<5  at  present  di- 
rected.   We  fiave  therefore  taken  iiome 
trouldc  to  collect  and  diy^est  the  most 
iin|>ort.int  drtctrinf^s  connected  vitli  it, 
in  on!»  r  that  avc  niif^ht  lay  before  our 
r^^aderii  a  full  and  impartial  statement 


of  all  that  has  been  done  up  to  the  pie- 

sent  time. 

The  first  circumstance  which  striken 
us,  is  the  extraordinary  degree  of  ood- 
tradiction  as  to  facts— front  which  ne- 
cessarily arises  an  equal  discr^ancy  m 
to  opinions. 

The  simplest  idea,  and  that  originnllj 
entertained,  was,  that  a  direct  communi- 
cation by  inosculation  of  vessels  existed 
between  the  mother  and  child.  This 
seems  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  Albi- 
nus  and  Noortwyck,  and  undoubtedly 
w  as  that  of  Fabricius,  Cowper,  de  Vieirs- 
s<  lis,  and  Meckel  the  father,  who  athnii 
that  injections  tlirown  into  the  rc55cl» 
of  the  iit'  Tus  uiiiji^ht  he  made  to  reach 
tlie  fri'tUi*.    Hallrr  ajipears  to  liavr  l>ccn 
led,  iu  deference  to  these  authorities,  to 
adopt  this  view^ — at  least  he  refers  to 
»on»e  of  their  statements  as  the  ground* 
of  his  opinion,  thoujjh  he  admits  that 
he  hiiUdclf  never  could  succeed  in  ob- 
taining the  same  results.    One  of  the 
most  remarkable  instances  of  this  al- 
ledgcd  transmission  ol'  (hiid  from  the 
maternal  to  the  iVetal  cireiilation,  is  that 
related  by  the  elder  Meckel ;  but  it  is 
enimgb  perhaps  for  us  to  remark,  that 
his  son,  who  we  may  naturally  suppose 
was  desirous  to  vindicate  hia  father^ 
claim  to  so  important  a  discovery,  haa 
been  led  to  an  opposite  conclusion,  and 
states  *  that  the  circulating  systems  of 
the  two  are  absolutely  distinct 
'   Another  argument,   indirect,  baft 
forcible,  if  founded  on  fact,  is,  thai 
the  foetus  may  be  blanched  of  Its 
blood  by  wounds  causing  profuse  hsa- 
morrhsge  fiom  the  mother;  and  hem 
again  the  authori^  of  HsJJcr  may  bn 
adduced,  as  he  fdm  to  instances  nf 
this  kind  in  proof  of  the  doctrine  that 
the  vesseb  of  the  two  communicate  di* 
rectly  with  each  otherf.    It  most  be 
confessed,  however,  that  the  cases  in 
which  pregnant  women  have  perished 

*  Blftiiiirl  d*Aaatomie,  tnmv  ill. 
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fi«ni  loss  of  blood,  without  the  AstutbtF- 
ingputicipsted  in  tliedepletioo,are  mu  c  h 

more  numenms^satisfactorr,  and  precise. 
Such  an  iosUnce,  indeed,  is  related  by 
Wrisbeig',  tlie  learned  iUustfator  of 
Haller :  be  BAy%  "  I  hare  seen  a  f«eti» 
whose  mother  bad  died  in  the  seventh 
month  of  gestation,  of  a  very  bloody 
wound,  with  great  effuRion,  which,  how- 
ever,  had  Inst  no  blood  out  of  the  heart 
and  larg-f  vessel?^— naj,  not  cvm  in  the 
placenta  itself  did  the  state  of  the  blood- 
vessels exhibit  any  marks  of  hii  inor- 
rbage.  Next,  I  have  kill«Ml  prr^muit 
J^Ogs  and  tats,  hv  cutting' liie  cumii  l*, 
and  seen  cows  and  mares  slauu  I  f i  i' d 
bv  a  vcrr  lartre  \v(»uml  ui  ihc  heart, 
without  finding  in  any  uf  them  either 
the  ova  or  fdtu.s  shevvinof  the  least  dc- 
feet  of  bloud  • De  Reuss  also  describes 
his  examination  of  the  body  of  a  woman 
who  had  died  of  hsemorrhagc,  in  which 
the  vessels  of  the  atertis  were  absolutely 
empty,  while  those  of  the  placenta,  chord, 
and  ieetus,  were  well  fiHedf. 

The  mdiility  experienced  by  all  who 
have  veeentlj  tried  it,  of  making  injec- 
tioas  paw  from  the  mother  into  the  child, 
and  the  negative  evidence  of  aucfa  facta  as 
the  preoedinif,  led  to  die  condtttion  that 
no  direct  oomamntcatiott  existed;  nor 
did  the  inference  rest  here ;  for  it  was 
maintained  by  some,  not  only  that  in. 
jections  would  not  pass  to  the  fcetns, 
hut  that  they  did  not  reach  the  pla- 
ceata—or  at  least  not  without  rupture 
of  Tesseb.  Indeed  Roederer,  so  early 
as  176^,  distinctly  states,  that  a  large 
quantity  of  wax  may  be  found  in  the 
placenta  when  injections' arc  performed 
from  the  maternal  side,  but  that  this 
arises  from  the  thin  parietes  of  the  ute- 
rine vessels  being  driven  nufainst  the 
surface  of  the  placenta  and  lacerated  |. 
Wrisberg  ah>o,  in  bis  notes  to  Uailer, 


*  De  Stmctura  Ovi.  et  fccoodaram. 

t  obserratleiMa  noT»  cbta  simeiw.  TiDionya 
to  |ilaout<  liiraaD* 

t  Ie«nM  Ulcrl  Honaal  obicfTallmitbiit  libit- 
trata,  p*  2M» 


says,  that  even  by  the  most  sneoessfiil 

injections,  conducted  with  every  care, 
he  ncrer  conM  throw  the  smallest  quan- 
tity of  the  subtlest  fluid  into  the  uterus 
from  the  vessels  of  the  chord,  nor  from 
the  vesseU  of  the  uterus  into  the  pla- 
centa; the  injection  enteretl  only  the 
cellular  texture  of  the  "  fuugous  cho- 
rion." This  experiment  he  tried  once 
on  the  bodv  of  a  woman  who  had 
died  of  a  wi»und  in  the  '^''venth 
mouth  of  utero-gTstation,  and  •^♦•vtral 
times  on  some  of  the  lower  annuals. 
The  more  general  opinion,  ho\vt'ver, 
certainly  wa^,  fl  it  ili*  mj^-ii  there  might 
be  no  direct  ino>c  ul.un)n  (d' vessels,  there 
was  vet  ablendiugof  substance-*- a  collo- 
cation, a„s  it  were,  of  surface  between  tlie 
mother  and  cliild,  through  the  medium 
of  tlie  jjldcenta.  bv  means  of  which  some 
chantrc  was  effected  on  the  fcetal  blood— 
if,  indeed,  a  positive  supply  of  nourish* 
mcnt  Avcrc  not  supplied  by  absorption, 
or  otherwise. 

The  theory  advanced  by  the  two 
Hunters,  it  were,  of  course,  super- 
fluous  to  describe:  suffice  it  to  say, 
that  while  William  speaks  of  the  blood 
fieom  the  uterus  passing  by  the  arteries 
into  cells,"  from  which  it  is  returned 
by  the  veins  *,  John  compares  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  parts  to  that  of  the 

cavernous*'  substance  of  the  penis  f. 
Tbb  explanation  seemed  to  remove 
the  perplexities  which  had  previously 
existed;  it  had  an  air  of  probability, 
from  its  analogy  to  the  mechanism  of 
respiration,  in  which  the  air  represents 
the  maternal  blood  entering  into  vesi- 
cles,  and  the  dark  ctirrent  sent  into  the 
Inncfs  from  the  right  ventricle,  the  blood 
of  the  foetus,  transmitted  to  the  placenta, 
to  be  arterialized.  The  difficulty  of 
the  investigation,  then,  the  plausibility 
of  the  theory,  and  the  authority  of  the 
Hunters,  led  to  their  view  of  the  sub- 

*  Anatomical  DncrlpUoo  of  tb*  GmvldlTtf 
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reached  not  the  |dacciita  only,  but 
hild  itself.    This  |Mi<>ition,  how. 
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ject  being  very  geaenllj  imiTed  and 
admitted  in  all  the  schools  of  this  coun- 
try, if  not  of  Europe,  as  the  orthodox 
.creed.   In  the  edittrm  of  Meckel's  Ana* 

tomy,  published  in  1836^  hj  Jourdan 
and  Breschet,  the  idea  of  die  Hunters 
is  adopted  in  its  fullest  extent,  and  de- 
livered, not  as  matter  of  opinion,  bat  as 
matter  of  fact.  The  passage  from  arteries 
to  veins  is  said  U)  take  place  in  tbe  ute- 
rine placenta,  not  by  anastomoses^  *^  but 
throug-h  the  medium    of  large  cells, 
which  may  be  completely  filled  eitlier 
(rum  the  arterial  or  venous  trunks*." 
We  tl)ink,  therefore,  that  although  some 
individuals  may  hr  fomid  who  called  in 
qiustioii  tl»e  iluiiterian  doctrine,  yet 
their    ohjeclions    liad    attractt-d  rom- 
paratirt'ly  \na  Imk-  notice,  and  tliat, 
upon  the  wliule,  the  existence  of  some 
iuternndiate   cavity,   into   which  the 
blood  oi'  the  mother  w  as  prjured  out  from 
the  open  mouths  of  the  vessels,  wns 
as  generally  received  as  any  iluctrmc 
ill  physiology. 

The  writer,  however,  who  about  this 
period  devoted  Jjis  attenUnn  ii(oi,t  assi- 
duously to  the  su}»ject,  was  Lobstein; 
a  distinguished  physiologiht  who  still 
continues  to  fill  the  chair  of  midwifer}- 
at  Strasburgh     He  specifically  deniei 
the  existence  of  cells  in  tbe  plae«  nu  i 
there  is,  he  says,  no  other  cellular 
substance  in  it,  nor  any  other  cavity, 
besides  that  which  bebngs  to  the  venous 
sinuses,  and  there  are  no  interrals  but 
those  formed  by  the  separation  of  the 
vessels  which  constitute  itf.  Nerertbe- 
less,  he  holds  thai  the  uterine  vessels 
pass  Into  the  placenta,  and  (hat  tins  Is 
composed  of  two  sets— arteries  and 
veins— one  maternal,  tbe  other  foetal; 
and  that  it  has  sinuses  into  wbicb  tiie 
uterine  blood  is  admitted^. 
Kuysch  also  denied  the  enstenee  of 


•  MaaMl  il'AaitttmIc,  IMS. 


cell^>*.  But  tLeabseneeof direct comm«. 
nication,  by  blood-vessels,  between  tbe 
maternal  and  foetal  vessels,  wbile  y«t 
the  fonner  were  beld  to  enter  the  pla- 
centa, led  to  the  conjecture  that  absoip- 
tion  took  })lace  for  the  nourishment  of  the 
child.   The  Hunterian  doctrine  seema, 
however,  to  have  gone  somewhat  farther 
in  this  respect,  and  to  have  supposed 
yet  another  set  of  vessels,  provided  with, 
valves,  which  absorbed  the  maternal 
blood  and  transmitted  it  to  the  umbilical 
veins.    Reuss  also  speaks  of  certain 
vessels  w  ith  valves,  which  he  supposed 
to   act   as  absorbents.     Schreger,  in 
1791),  dwelt  more  ininntely  on  these 
vth-scln,  which  he  maintained  to  be  ge- 
nuine   lyniphatirs:     and    this  view, 
which    was    adopted    by    several,  has 
more    recently  lif  tii  taken  up  by  M. 
Lauth,  who  ijas  written  a  paper,  the 
chief  object  of  which  iii  to  pro%e  that 
the  communication  between  the  uterine 
and  fatal  system  is  c/ittted  1»\  Ivniplja. 
tics;  thoug-li  it  is  remaikablr  tliai  he 
makes  no  allusion  to  his  predecesscir, 
who  bad  maintained  precisely  tlir  Mnie 
doctrine  j  nor,  indeed,  lo  dny  other  au- 
thority whatever. 

Nothing,   p.  1  Laps,  is  calculated  to 
convey  a   stronger   impression  with 
regard   to   tbe  imperfection  of  our 
knowledge    as   to    tbe  anatomical 
^Is,  and  to  tbe  difiiculty  that  exists 
iu  judging  between  controversialiata. 
than  the  statements  of  anatomists  with 
regard    to    these    same  lymjthatiGs, 
Schreger  asserts  their  existence— Lauth 
assumes  it— Fobmaa  depicts  them,  and 
Mayo  gives  him  credit  for  his  aoeuncj. 
**  Lymphatics  (says  be)  there  are  in  plea- 
ty«  both  in  the  placenta  and  tbe  ooidf  ^ 
On  tbe  other  band,  Lobstein  expressly 
•nerts,  that,  after  the  most  eareftil  re- 
search, he  never  conid  find  them^ 
Bicbat  affirms  that  their  existence  baa 


•  Tlie«.  Aniil.  11.  Asxcr.  4.  No.  2. 
t  Mayo'i  Physiology,  :U  edit.  k&O, 
t  Pafe77. 
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never  bc<?ii  demonstrated,  and  is  "  pure- 
ly i^ratuitous  while  Meckel  says, 
iatidem  vtrbis,  "  there  are  no  Ijmphatics 
in  the  plueaU*:^  uid  Weberf,  Ibe 
most  leoent,  and  not  tbe  kaat  dialui. 
guiflhed  of  the  continental  yrnten  on 
thia  subject,  denies  the  assumption  of 
"  Schveger,  and  questions  the  fidelity 
of  Fobman.  When  so  much  eon- 
tradtction  exists  among  anatomists,  as 
to  what  we  aie  to  leceire  as  facts,  it 
cannot  be  wondered  at  that  this  should 
e?  er  haTe  been  a  fertile  source  of  dispu* 
talion  as  to  matters  of  opinion. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  obaer?e,  that 
white,  dense,  tcndinous-looldng  threads, 
were  described  bj  Wrisberpf  as  existing 
chiefly  on  the  choriun ,  where  it  coveis  the 
ioetal  surface  of  the  placenta ;  and  as  pe- 
netrating the  substance  of  the  part 
accompanying  the  vciisels,  but  easily 
disting'tti^Iied  from  them  by  their  white- 
ness  and  greater  density.  They  were 
minutely  described  by  Lobstein,  more 
than  thirty  years  ago;  who  found  ttiat 
tome  of  them  were  more  or  less  pervi- 
lUS,  and  that  they  became  more  numc- 
n^iis  in  proportion  to  tlie  advancement 
of  the  gestation  These  iilaments  he  held 
to  be  obliterated  l)l<)od-vc»sels,  no  longer 
required,  and  increasing  in  number  as 
tin  time  of  complete  separation  between 
tlit  uji 'liter  and  IVi  f  [IS  ilii  \vncar.  This 
explanaiioii  of  the  ajjjH  ai  aiice  is  rcfern  «1 
to,  and  admitted  as  correct,  in  Koux's 
edition  of  IJiehat  \. 

But  the  quchliou,  as  to  the  exist- 
ence or  non-existence  of  lymphatics 
in  the  placenta,  is  by  no  means  the 
only  one  with  respect  to  which  anato- 
mists are  at  variance.  One  would, 
d  fH&ri^  suppose  it  a  point  admittbg 
of  easy  decision,  whether,  on  throwing 
injections  into  the  uterine  arteries,  the/ 
could  or  could  not  be  made  to  reach  the 
placenta.  Some  of  the  earlier  anato- 
misls,  as  we  have  seen,  maintained  that 


•  MniKK  1  (I'Analumie,  torn.  liL  p.TM* 
t  HUd«brim(U'»  Aitatuiny,  1632. 

1  Aaatm.  Dticrlp*  p*fc  414* 


they  re.iihed  not  the  placenta  only,  but 
the  child  itself.  This  position,  hotv- 
evcr,  being  now  abandoned,  there  yet 
icmain  two  opposite  statements  to  be 
dealt  with :  one  set  of  experimentalists 
asserting  that  injections  do  pass  into 
the  natural  uninjured  structure  of  the 
placenta;  others,  again,  alledging  that, 
where  iigection  from  the  maternal  ude 
reaches  so  far,  it  does  so  in  consequence 
of  thevessebbeingruptured.  This  last  is 
no  new  idea,  but  it  is  to  be  found  so 
early  as  the  papers  of  lUederer  and 
Dr.  Donald  H unro.  It  has  been  ad- 
duced by  others  at  dilierent  times,  and, 
to  take  the  two  latest  authorities,  has 
been  recently  mentioned  by  Lauth,  as 
pcliminary  to  what  he  says  of  the  lym. 
phatics,  and  more  specifically  insisted 
upon  by  Lee.  Most  of  those  who  have 
adopted  this  view  have  described  the  in- 
jections  as  escaping  between  the  uterus 
and  placenta ;  and  although  Lauth  be  a 
mere  copyist,  and  says  no  more  on  this 
point  than  had  previously  been  done  by 
otliers,  yet,  his  o|Mnions  have  of  late 
been  particularly  referred  to,  we  shall 
quote  his  worth. 

**  As  to  the  cells  w  liieh  arc  described 
between  the  uterus  and  plaeefit;^  dr  in 
the  uterine  portion  of  tlie  latd  r  v^  Ikh  the 
arteries  terminate, and  veins  cuouiu  nee  in 
order  to  absorb  the  blood  which  is  tliere 
poured  out — I  never  could  discover  them, 
notwithstanding  the  attention  with 
which  my  rescarche*  have  been  con- 
ducted. Perhaps  it  is  the  effusions 
sometimes  formed  between  tfie  two  or* 
gans,  by  the  substance  used  Ibr  injec- 
tiott,  which  has  led -to  the  admission  of 
their  existence;  but  these  eifusions  de- 
pend on  the  displacement  of  the  pla« 
centa  and  the  decidua,  and  on  the  rupture 
of  the  vessels  which  unite  it  to  the  ute- 
rus, and  they  sometimea  take  place  to 
so  great  an  extent,  that  the  placenta 
only  vemaina  attached  at  the  edges. 
Perhaps  also  the  blood-vessels,  when 
much  dilated— as  is  seen  in  all  organs 
the  vital  propertisa  of  which  arc  over* 

Digitized  by  Google 


^     COMMUNICATION  BETWEEN  THE  MOTHER  AND  THE  FCETUS. 

exeitid— maj  bm?e  heea  mistaken  for  ■dllbenocaattrftoplMe  in  theopponit 
eellf*."  teale  die  positive  stateaeBtsof 
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in  tbe  College  of  Sur^cons,^sappo«ed  tpermatlc  arteries  into  the  placenta;  in 

to  bare  been  made  bjr  Mr.  John  Hunter,  which  tbejr  deaeribe  its  distribution 

and  getting  Dr.  Nimmo  to  institute  a  without  attriboting^  its  presenee  there  to 

similar  scrutinj  mgarding  those  of  his  extrav  asation— a  pheiioraenon  which 

brother,  in  the  museum  at  Glasgow.    In  skilful  and  practised  ubserrcrs  eottld 

the  Ibmier  instance  Dr.Lee  found  flatten*  scaceljr  hare  overlooked.    Passing  hy 

odportiouNofwax  between  the  uterus  and  the  anthoritj  of  the  Hunters,  and  the 

placenta,  "  wliere  the  injection  had  la-  more  recent  statements  of  various  others, 

eerated  the  deciduous  menibrano,  and  particularly  Professor  Bums,  we  shall 

formed  deposits  in  the  vascular  p  irt  of  confine  ourselves  at  present  to  what  has 

the  placenta."    With  re.npcct  to  the  pre-  been  adduced  bv  Von  Baer.    This  ana- 

paratinns  in  Scotlan the  inferences  toniist  describes  tbe    arrang'eraent  in 

drawn  by   Dr.  Nimnio,  ami  eonlinned  different  classes  of  animals,  shewing 

by  Mr.  Bronj^btoii,  are  very  nmeb  in  tbal  in  some  ibere  is  an  entire  separa- 

favour  of  Dr.  Ia'c  :  but  it  is  proper  to  tion  of  tbe  maternal  and  fcetal  portions 

add,  tbal  tbose  of  Proress<»r  Burns  are  of  tbe  jilacenta  ;  ibat  in  others  they  are 

not  less  favourable  to  the  doctrine  of  the  nu  rely  applied  to  each  other — indcn- 

Hunler-f.  tatcd,  but  without  adbering-;   that  in 

But  admittiiii,'"  that,  in  certain  cases,  others   (including"  the  human  female) 

the  subtlest  fluids,  ineludiny-  air,  bave  they  become  not  merely  in  juxta-po- 

failcd  to  n  acii  tbe  ])laccnta,when  thrown  sition,  but  intimately  intenuin^led  ;  and 

into  the  maternal  arteries,  and  that  in  tliat  the  vessels  from  the  uterus,  on 

other  instances  wax  and  similar  matters  the  one  hand,  and  from  the  fcetus, 

haire  found  their  wa/  into  the  structure  on  the  other,  pass  over  eadi  other;  so 

of  the  plaeenta  hj  eztraraaation,  it  will  that  dm  maternal  veaseis  spiead  them- 


*  l^nuUi'ii  paper  hmt  recenUf  appeared  in  an  RuglUh  garb,  simI  ««  flMit  ny  thai  mueli  mor*  , 
glBalUy  ladUpUf  eJ  in  tbe  tranaUtlon  than  lu  tlic  CMay  iuslf  i  a«  a  spteltatii.wt  mbjoitt  the  paaaM 
alwv*  qiMtced.  by  vhleb  th«  rMdtr  «nil  •««  bow  IMga  utlela*  may  b«  tfbnt  iaio  tha  trnnmnlar.  W« 
fff^iMat  aitcntloo  ta  tiie  pSMaica  ft^leh  w«  bavt  plactd  la  ItaUoi.— fiik  Gas. 


i*«  Frtmch,  LamuCt  TVimflafim. 

Qaant  anx  cciloles  qu*oo  dccril  CDtre  ratema  Ai  to  the  cella  that  have  been  di'ocrfhod  an 

et  Ic  i)t.!crnt3.  ou  daoa  la  portion  aterinf  de  ee  nitting  between  the  uteru*  and  the  jjI n  .Tita,  or 

dernior,  on  TiiT.n«nl       terminer  lea  uru'rcx,  et  in  the  ulerino'  j  onion  of  Ihe  latier  wfn  re  the  ar- 

ou  iiai»«cnt  de«  vriii«  pour  y  ab»  irber  le  kih'^  terles  are  about  to  termtHute,  and  the  rein*  to 

qui  J  r«t  rppnchA,  Jeu*ai  jumiii!i  pn  lea  dcconvrir,  commenea  to  abMorb  the  blood  wblcb  la  ciTuacd.  I 

nialgr6  l*aueat*on  avcc  Uqutllt  J'al  dirlg^  mea  have  never  been  able  to  dUcover  them,  notwtUl* 

recbrrrhn.  Ct  qui  a  pa  d«no«r  Iftn  k  m  admcfe*  itandlny  tlie  care  with  which  I  direi  led  my  e«a. 


ire  t'exia|e*in»  ——at I—  ■yigbtmmw  qua  ftormt    mlaatiom  [for  that  pwr|MMe}.  To  mdmil  thnt  thep 


qaelquetolt  la  matlcre  4  lBf«ctl«a  mtr*  Ita  dram  am  ghe  origin,  ia  to  allow  nf  thrir 

orKaiie*  :  mala  ce«  rpancbcmtm  dtpcndtnt  da  The-'e  are  the  eJFytion*  n  hirh  fhr  i  ijrcied  matter 

decollement  du  pi  jci-0t«  et  de  la  membrane  cn-  tometimet  furm$  betu-fm  thr  tu'o  nrf^'im.  But 

daqiir,  et  dr  Ij  raptvire  det  Talaseaaa  qui  I'li-  thetie  elfiiHlun*  d»-n"tirl  i,n  thr  sr/i'irdfini:  nf  tJkt 

niaacot  4  rulrru»,  ft  il*  eont  aouvetit  Henduf  au  placenta  from  the  if'K.'tK  tnemAmne,  and  on  th« 

point  Que  I*  placenta  u'y  adhere  plu»  que  par  rupture  uf  the  veeaela  which  unite  it  to  the  alrrns. 


Mi  bOfd«>  Peat^trc  a-t-on  auaal  pria  pour  dca  and  thep  art  often  oH*m4od  to  tk»  point  mkon  tk§ 

ctllttica  daa  tralaaaaas  MWivine  uA«  tttilda,  ■iac—fa  doaa  not  miStro  oKceptiitg  *y  lit  ottrtmt- 

etCMM  nn  cn  remarqoo  daas  toM  Im  Ofianaa  Hii.  PoHtm/m  tktg  mro  oho  taken  from  cell*  of 

doat  km  propriety*  Ttlalas  MOl  WHOttlMm.  Uoodomoek  Mrw  mnelb  dtloted.  aa  we  obaerrc  in 


doat  km  propriety*  Ttlalas  saol  sSMielliSB.  Uooiomoett  unt  mudk  4llated,  aa  we  obaerrc  in 

all  organa  Itt  WUClltlw  Vital  pnptrllCS  STV 

excited. 

t  Far  arlglaal  corr—poadaaM  oa  tUa  salnjaclt  aaa  Medical  Gasitt«t  vol.  a* 
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coMJdumcAnoN  bgtwsen  tu 

•elves  OH  Uiat  pari  of  die  fecial  placcuta 
M  bicli  is  directly  attached  to  the  chorion, 
while  those  from  the  child  ramifj  on  the 
part  wbicli  lies  next  the  uterus,  without 
the  two  ieli  oommQiiicaliii^  together*. 

This,  which  is  desorihed  ai  Che  leeult 
of  actual  ezaminattoii,  and  bj  tnjee- 
tioos  in  diiSsient  daaaes  of  animali,  eor- 
lespooda  with  what  was  witneMed  in  a 
ease  of  leoest  oceumnce,  at  the  Mid- 
dleeez  Hofpitel.  A  nurse  hario^  died 
in  the  last  month  of  pregoancjt  leave 
was  obtained  to  izyect  the  uterus.  Sixe, 
eoloured  red,  was  first  thrown  into  the 
vessels  of  the  mother*  and  on  opening' 
the  uterus  the  snrface  of  the  placenta 
next  the  fuetus  eidiibited  the  injection 
in  striking  displaj.  The  umbilical  tcs- 
ads  were  ne.xt  injected  with  size  co- 
loured yellow,  and  on  ancrwurds  making 
a  perpendicular  section  of  the  placenta, 
the  jellow  fluid  was  found  in  many 
places  to  hare  run  in  among*  and  passed 
the  red  size,  and  to  be  very  distinct  towards 
the  uterine  aspect — the  appearance  being* 
re;4^ardcd  by  several  competent  judges 
who  were  present  as  not  (!(  ])rndcnt  upon 
extravasation; — certainly  tlicre  wasnone 
bclwft  n  the  uterus' and  dec  idiia.  Ano- 
ther  remarkable  appearance  was,  that, 
on  removing  the  j)laeenta,  there  re- 
mained projeetinir  iVom  the  uterus  por- 
tions of  size  hi  nkrii  acrnss,  and  convey- 
ing the  idea  i*l  iheir  l>eing  the  trunks 
of  vessels  wliicli  had  penetrated  the 
placenta.  Biirdadi,  we  may  here  ob- 
serve,  states,  in  the  second  volume  of 
bis  Physiology,  that  at  an  early  j)eriod 
the  maternal  part  of  the  pkcenta  is  but 
loosely  connected  with  the  fa? tal;  so 
that  it  may  be  separated  from  the  latter 
by  maceiAtion. 

Of  all  the  desoripttons,  howerer, 
wfaieh  we  hare  met  with  in  the 
Girone  of  our  RMsrches,  that  hy  Ftofes- 
aor  Weber,  in  his  edition  of  Hildebrsndt's 
Aanlon J  imhlished  last  jear,  is  both  the 
most  leoent,  and  to  us  Ae  most  satisfae- 


*  Un(er«acbaDgen  iiber  die  GertosTerbindanf 
tWlMh«n  SI\)tt«r  ^nd  Prucbt.   Lvfpsic,  1828, 
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tory.  We  shall  therefore  here  intro- 
duoe  a  eondensed  extract  from  bis  work, 
—the  rather  ss  the  subject  has  been  bot 
superficially  handled  in  some  of  the 
systems  of  anatomy  lately  published  in 
this  country. 

The  drcidtta  vera  line*?  the  whole 
inner  surface  of  Uie  uterus,  and  is  pro- 
Tided  with  ])roportionally  large  and 
numerous  blood-vessels,  wbicb  penetrate 
it  in  a  very  oblique  direction  from  the 
inner  surface  of  the  uteni<?.  These  ves- 
sels do  not  poss<;ss  the  same  number  of 
ooatsas  arteries  and  Teins  elsewhere; 
they  have  only  the  sntemsl  eoat  in 
common. 

The  dt'cifh'f/  rrftixu  is  not  farmed,  as 
Bujanus  and  Veipeau  suppose,  by  the 
ovum  as  it  descends  from  the  Fallo* 
piaii  tube,  pushing  the  shut  sac  of  the 
decidua  vera  before  it,  lint,  as  William 
Hunter  stated,  the  ovunj  passe**  fairly 
into  the  ea?ity  of  the  decidua  vera,  and 
then  tbe  dendua  rcflexa,  so  called,  is 
formed  hy  effusion  of  lymph.  W.  Hun- 
ter rejtresentcd  that  there  were  thr»?e 
openings  in  the  decidua  vera,  by  which 
the  Fallopian  tubes  and  neck  of  the 
uterus  communicated  with  iu  cavity. 
Canisconfirmed  thestatement  of  Hunter. 
Bojanus,  Veipeau,  Breschet,  and  Ifefi- 
singcr,  assert  thai  the  decidua  vera  and 
rctlexa  form  together  a  shut  sac,  in 
Mhicb,  at  a  certain  period,  a  fluid 
is  contained.  Wagner*  believts  dnt 
both  cases  occur — viz.  that  in  xOm  !> 
the  decidua  forms  a  shut  sac,  witliout 
prolongations  into  the  neck  of  the  uterus 
or  Tallopian  lub(  S,  and  that  iu  which 
there  are-  npi  rtures  below  and  at  one  or 
both  l  allopian  lubes.  Lesauvage,  alsof , 
found  it  open,  both  at  the  cervix  uten 
and  FaUopian  tubes. 

Chnrinn. — The  upper  part  (in  the 
ordinary  situation  of  the  ovum)  of 
this  membrane,  contributes  to  the  for- 
mation ot'  the  placenta,  and  is  dis. 
tintrnislied  by  a  number  of  long,  thick, 
closely  '^t'f,  ft rbon  scent  flocculiand  villi, 
which  prujctt  from  its  convex  surface, 
and  are  sunk  into  that  part  of  tbe  ded- 
dna  which  forms  the  uterine  or  material 
part  of  tlie  placenta,  and  whose  innu- 
merable delicate  fxtreniities  are  as  line, 
and  even  finer,  than  hair.  The  flocculi 
are  at  first,  in  very  3'oung  embryos, 
without  blood-vessels,  and  are  composea 
of  a  transparent  substance  covered  by  a 

•  MeiKejN  Archivci,  1830,  p.  100. 
t  MsBcndk'a  Journal,  1881,  p.  ISI. 

Digitized  by  Google 


« 

00    COMMUNICATION  BETWEEN  THE  MOTHER  AND  THE  F(ETU8 


shealh  or  ])r(>lon^aliuu  ot  churtoii.  At 
ibis  Deriod  the  villi  an*  here  and  there 
awollen,  not  regularly  cvliiitJrical,  and 
very  frequently  disteiidetl  in  a  vesiculfir 
fori!!  ;if  their  extremities.  At  a  later 
period  there  are  developed  in  these  villi 
arteries  and  veins,  whieh  are  prolonga- 
tions of  the  umbilical  arteries  and  veins 
of  the  fo'tus  The  villi  (zotten),  as  well 
a-s  the  blood-vessels  in  ihcni,  divide  in 
all  arborescent  form,  but  the  adjoining' 
TlUt  or  blood-vessels  never  inosculate  or 
unite  to  form  one  villus  or  blood-vessel. 
At  the  hkir-llke  extremities  of  flio  villi 
there  is  an  evident  tenuiuatiou  of  the 
umbilical  arteries  in  the  umbilical  veiiw, 
as  I  have  distinctly  proved  in  exa- 
mining with  the  microscope  villi  which 
I  had  injected.  The  lilnnd-vesscls 
never  form  a  network ;  in  tlic  iruukh  of 
the  ariiorescent  villi  there  is  pfenerally 
but  one  artery  and  vein,  which  when 
the  villus  senarntes  into  braiiehes  like- 
wise subdivides,  so  that  in  tiic  smallest 
branch^  of  the  villi  thcae  two  vesnels 
are  found  lying  together.  At  the  rf>und 
extremity'  of'  the  villi  the  tuo  vessels 
meet,  and  teriuiiiate  by  an  arch  in  each 
Other,  forming  a  luo]).  These  vascular 
loops  do  not  completely  occnpj  the  villi, 
ibr  at  the  sides,  and  in  the  loop,  aro  seen 
trani^parent  spaces.  Tn  the  whole  of 
this  distribution,  even  in  the  largest 
branches,  the  umbilical  \  essels  are  trau!»- 
parent;  they  do  not  present  a  coat 
corresponding  to  the  cellular  one  of  the 
arteries  ;uid  veins  elsewhere  ;  the  middle 
yellov^iath  tibrous  coat  of  the  arteries  is 
wholly  wanting;  and  even  by  the  finest 
injections  no  vasa  vasorum  are  observed 
in  them. 

The  Placenta  is  the  highly  vascular 
conjoined  part  of  the  chorion  and  the 
tunica  decidua  vera.  A  uterine  and  a 
foetal  part  are  distinguishable  iu  it. 

The  uterine  portion  \»  that  part  of  the 
decidua  vera*to  which  the  Hoccuh  ot  the 
foetal  part  part  do  not  reach,  into  which, 
however,  very  numerous  and  large  arte- 
nes,  nm\  -till  larger  veins,  pass  in  a 
very  oblique  direction  from  the  inner 
surface  of  the  ulerui».  'I'he.^e  blood-vessels 
do  not  po.s8e8S,  as  has  been  already 
stated,  all  the  coats  which  belong  to  ar- 
teries and  veins  elsewhere.  They  have 
only  the  inner  coat  in  comuiou,  aud  are 
therefore,  as  the  substance  of  which  their 
sides  arc  forond  is  very  soft,  and  like 
coagulable  lyni])h, easily  laccrate<i.  Th*- 
veins  form  a  network,  coDimntiTcating 
freelv  with  each  other,  and  have  tJjis 
pecttiiarity  — that  they  enlarge  the 


deeper  they  penetrate  between  the  coty. 
ledons  of  flie  festal  part  of  the  plaeenta; 
The  Inrger  veins,  where  thev  penetrate 
into  the  maternal  part  of  tin  placcntH 
from  the  utirus,  are  the  sissf  of  a  ^«min,'_ 
quill ;  the  larger  arteries  are  about  ihitt 
of  a  pigeon's  quill. 

The  ^cetal  part  of  the  placenta  (of 
course  III  u  oman)  consists  of  the  nume- 
rous arborebccut  docciili  of  the  chorion 
which  project  Into  the  wide  venous  canals, 
which,  proceeding  from  the  inner  sur- 
face of  the  uterus  throiij^^h  the  decidua 
vera,  penetrate  between  the  Hoectili  of  the 
ftetal  part  of  tlie  placenta,  and  there 
Ibrm  a  network.  The  fielal  part  of  the 
ulacenta  is  divided  into  numerous  coty- 
ledons. To  each  of  these  a  larp-e  branch 
of  the  umbilical  arteries  and  veins  pro. 
ceeds,  aud  subdivides.  These  coty  ledous 
aro  covered  and  held  together  on  their 
uterine  aspect  by  the  maternal  part  of 
the  placeuta.  Hence  it  will  oe  per- 
ceived, that,  irom  each  surface  of  the 
placenta,  arteries  and  veins  proceed  into 
Its  interior,  and  there  corae,  or  are 
brought  in  a  very  singular  manner,  into 
intimate  contact. 

We  may  convince  ourselves  that  the 
above  is  the  real  structuro  of  the  pla- 
centa, in  the  folio wiug  \\  ay.  Let  a 
pregnant  utents  be  opctied  and  \vashe<l, 
ana  then  placed  lu  spirit.  When  it  is 
somewhat  nardened,  let  one  of  the  large 
veins  in  its  substance  be  opened,  aud 
then  air  blown  into  it;  when  w  e  shall  find 
that  this  passes,  amongst  otliers,  into 
tlie  veins  w  hich  run  from  the  uterus  into 
the  substance  of  Uie  placenta.  If  we 
then  open  these  with  a  pair  of  scissors, 
v%p  may  satisfy  oiir^rlvfs  tliat  tht  \-  are 
veins,  from  tlie  smoulli  surface  ol  iheir 
canities,  from  the  way  in  which  ihey 
give  off  or  receive  branches,  and  finm 
tneir  eoiitinuity  with  other  veins.  We 
find  that  their  coats  arc  very  delicate, 
aud  only  consist  of  the  extreiueiy  thin, 
smooth  internal  coat  and  aurroanding^ 
coagulable  lymph. 

Proceeding  carefully  with  our  infla- 
tion and  division,  we  come  to  canals 
wliich  no  longer  look  like  veins,  but 
like  spaces  and  pa.ssagcs  between  the 
villi  of  the  foetal  part  of  the  planoentls 
SoHH'timcs  w  e  ar»>  so  fortunate  as  to  corae 
to  a  place  where  w  e  perceive  the  maimer 
in  which  the  veins  are  connected  with 
the  villi— vii.  we  find,  at  the  edge  of 
the  placenta,  sometimes  in  it,  veins  into 
whose  cavities*  liere  and  there  a  small 
villus  of  the  fcptal  part  of  the  placenta 
projeotSy  whilst,  in  other  respects,  they 
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pfcwnt  all  tha  diaracten  of  distinct  in* 

trni:i]ly  smooth  canals.  At  sucli  |)?aces 
we  can  satisfy  ourselves  tliat  tlie  fcrtal 
Tilli  do  not  project  into  the  veins  through 
apertores  In  Ineir  parietes,  hot  that  the 
internal,  extranely  delicate,  coat  of  the 
vein  is  here  projected  inwards,  nn<]  forms 
a  covering"  to  each  flocculus  or  fringe. 

At  most  places  of  the  internal  part  of 
the  placenta,  where  the  reins  and  the 
flocciili  projecting  into  them  are  lATgc 
and  niinicrons,  thev  do  not  n-^emble 
veins,  but  appear  like  spaces  between 
the  Boeenli  and  trunks  of  the  flocculi; 
which  spaoes  pre.sent  a  smooth  sur&ee, 
and  arc  not  occupi*  rl  }>y  rrllular texture. 

As  it  is  certain  iJi  tt  th<^  Moofl-vesseU 
of  liie  villi  of  the  iiLtal  part  of  the  pla- 
centa have  no  open  extremities,  bat  ter- 
minate in  the  fimn  of  a  loop  in  the  um- 
bilical vein,  tbc  cirrnlation  of  t}if  })lo(>d 
in  the  child  is  ho  separated  from  liiat  of 
the  mother  in  the  placenta,  that  in  the 
natural  state  a  passage  of  blood  from  the 
one  class  of  vessels  into  the  other  is  not 
possiMp*. 

AlisorbenU.  —  Mascagni,  Cruick- 
sbank,  Wrisberg-,  and  latdj  Fohman, 
have  supposed  &at  th^  haa  discovered 
absorbents  in  the  placenta  or  umbilic  al 
cord,  and  Schresrcr  even  endeavours  to 
assign  causes  why  they  should  exii»t ; 
but  these  observations  and  reasonings 
are  insufiieient,  and  probably  founded 
in  error. 

Before  we  conclude,  we  must  brieflj 
advert  to  an  opinion  of  Dr.  Lee,  which 
we  believe  to  be  ordinal  ;<--naniely, 
the  structure  which  the  veins  on  the 
surface  of  the  uterus  display.  That  they 
present  orifices  which  are  usually  ibund 
patnlona,  has  Jong  been  known.  They 
were  described,  and  even  delineated,  by 
Rederer,  who,  bowerer,  regarded  tlicni 
not  as  natural  openings,  but  as  the  ef« 
feet  of  laceration— an  opinion  in  which 
Burdach  coincides.  John  Huntor  says, 
that  the  veins  of  the  uterus  wbi(  h  briwg 
back  the  blood  from  the  placenta,  begin 
on  its  spongy  substance  **  by  such  wide 
openings  as  are  more  than  equal  to  the 
size  of  the  veins  themselves  and  Cu- 
vier  tells  us,  that    many  of  the  krgc 

*  HUdelM'MldlV  Anatomfe  d««  jMeii^i  lien.  4ih 
cdlUOM}  «<ntMl  by  B.  H*,WrbKr,  ProtciiAor  of 
Aaalony  al  Ltlpilc.  Vol.iv.  SniMwkk,  1889* 


branches  of  veins  pieree  the  internal 
membrane  of  the  uterus,  and  exhibit  ob. 
liqne  spertnres  in  its  cavily  %  lliese  (be 
adds)  are  true  venoos  sinuaee,  into  which 
the  eotyledous  of  tbc  placenta  insinuate 
themselves."  The  existenee,  therefore, 
of  such  openings  may  be  regarded  as 
having  been  the  doctrine  of  the  highest 
authorities  on  this  point.  Dr.  Lee, 
however,  has  given  a  difierent  view 
of  the  subjectf  representing  the  si- 
ledged  apertures  as  naturally  existing 
in  tbc  sides  of  the  ^  eins,  and  as  being 
brouq'bt  into  vit  \v  on  tbe  separation  of 
the  deciflii;! :  and  tbts  iffen  ^erTos  to  be 
supported  by  the  examinations  of  the 
parts  iiTidrr  ^\  ntrr,  made  by  Mr.  Owen. 

It  irn])n-sil)!i  fnr  any  one  ubn 
down  to  the  mvi -(ij^-uiuo  of  this  sultjeet 
with  an  impartial  miml,  not  tn  be  struck 
with  tbe  conlradiilions  whieii  e\i>t  iu 
the  works  of  the  most  ciitccmed  writers, 
and  consequently  with  the  difficulty  of 
knowing  exactly  what  to  receive  and 
what  to  reject.  Much  of  this  obscurity, 
we  are  incliued  to  think,  has  resulted 
from  the  parts  having  }>een  examined  at 
different  periods  of  utero-gestation,  and 
the  appearances  then  discovered  bar- 
ing been  assumed  as  applying  to  all 
other  instances.  That  the  opportunities 
of  examining  cases  calculated  to  eluci- 
date this  subject  which  any  individual  is 
likely  to  eqjoy  are  not  numerous,  ex* 
cept  at  the  full  period  of  pregnancy*  is 
quite  obvious,  and  we  suspect  that  ob* 
servers  have  generalised  too  much  on 
solitary  facts— bnt  particularly,  that 
what  phenomena  are  seen  at  a  neat 
completion  of  the  process,  have  been 
prematurely  held  to  apply  e({nally  to  the 
earlier  stages  of  gestation.  The  appear- 
ance of  some  of  the  parts  difiersso  much 
at  different  periods,  that  an  essential 
change  must  necessarily  take  place  in 
their  structure  ;  for  example,  the  mater- 
nal part  of  the  placenU  is  sUted  by 
Burdach  to  attain,  in  the  fourth  and 
fifth  month,    a  thickness  of  about  four 
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lines but  at  tl»e  fiid  of  prc^-nancy  it  itf 
only  "  ail  111 ousiderablc  tbiu  biyor 

The  |»luiu»i»eua  presented  hy  injec- 
tions, and  other  niwles  of  examination, 
uiust  necessarily  be  very  di^^imilar  in 
circumstances  so  different,  and  the  vary, 
ing  condition  of  the  parts  may  thus  ac- 
count, in  iome  degree,  for  tbe  dieere- 
paocks  which  exist  both  at  to  facte  and 
o])inione.  The  subject  is  one  which,  in 
this  oonntij,  has  been  too  much  ne> 
IfleoCed  since  the  tine  of  the  Hnntefst 
we  therefore  consider  the  profession  as 
under  great  obligation  to  Dr.  Lee  for 
having  rekindled  the  s]arit  of  inqnaj  by 
his  interesting  papers ;  and  we  tnist  he 
will  continue  to  displajr  the  same  zeali 
the  same  independence  of  authority,  and 
the  same  determination  to  examine  and 
judge  for  himself  which  he  has  hitherto 
evinced. 

EPIDEMIC  INFLUENZA. 

About  a  tortnij^bt  a^o,  a  severe  form  of 
catarrhal  epidemic  Mgan  to  shew  itself 
in  London,  and  lias  since  become  ez- 

trcmcly  prevalent.  It  usually  coni- 
meiices  siubb  niv  witb  lieadacln*  and 
feelings  of  ircueral  dLi^cuuifurt,  attciiUed 
or  soon  followed  by  cou^b,  hoarseness, 
or  loss  of  voice— ^prestioti,  and  ^oine. 
times  severe  pain  in  the  cbr^t— tender- 
ness about  the  rib:*,  and  sense  of  baving 
been  bruised  about  the  limbs  and  muscles. 
For  twenty- four  or  forty -eight  hours 
the  constitutional  disturbance  is  somc- 
titnrs  xery  great  —  with  considerable 
anxiety,  and  turbulence  of  tbe  circula- 
tion ;  but  after  this  time  the  umncy  of 
the  symptoms  abate,  leaving,  however, 
in  some  cases,  extreme  languor,  which 
only  ?»lowly  subside**.  The  di^ase,  so 
tar  as  wc  have  seen,  does  not  particularly 
aflSwt  those  who  are  subject  to  common 
catarrh;  many  certainly  have  it  who 
are  not  at  all  liahh'  to  **  catch  cold," 
With  rc»|»cct  (u  treatment,  tbe  pa- 
tients do  not  require,  nor  bear,  tbe 
depleting  means  which  the  severity  of 
the  s>'niptoni9  under  other  circniuNtances 
would  ^x  arrant.  We  prpstinii-  tliai  it  is 
to  be  looked  upon  as  liie  epidemic 
influenza  which  has  lately  prevailed 
in  the  eastern  parts  of  Europe,  and  that 
it  is  travelling,  like  manj  of  its  pre- 
decessor*, tn  thv  \\  c%\. 

*  Bitf  4Mii,  PbUtologU,  Band.  U. 


HOTEL  DIEU. 

CLIIflQVB  OH  niSBASBS  Of  TRB  BTB, 

Br  M.  Saksoh. 

Amacbosis. 
[Cooeladcd  ttam  pwgt  tt.l 

With  respect  to  the  prognosis  of  this 

complaint,  whrn  it  ba^  ari«!fn  from  <nme 
curable  irritation  of  a  part  remote  from 
tiie  seat  of  vision,  we  may  anticipate  the 
conscqncnce.s  to  be  least  serio«i<i.  When 
it  comes  on  suddenly,  it  is  consider^^'d  to  be 
8t*cundary  i  and  even  when  it  is  tractable 
to  eesriiHral  eongestion,  there  is  chance  of 
cure.  Tut  when  ni^iJiiirosis  creeps  on 
slowly,  our  presage  luusl  be  of  the  worst 
description;  for  all  we  can  hope  to  do,  in 
this  case,  is  to  render  the  complaint  sta. 
tiunary.  When  neglected  for  a  longtime, 
or  suflTced  to  become  chronic,  it  is  quit« 
iDcarable. 

It  is  not  enough  to  distinguish  amauro- 
sis fnim  other  aflections  of  the  eye;  we 
should  be  able  to  discriminate  the  different 
species  of  runaurosis.  Thus  sthenic  amau- 
rosis is  that  species,  wldch  is  characterized 
by  symptoms  of  congestion  and  irritation 
of  the  organ,  headache,  bright  and  eo* 
loured  ocular  spectra,  and  by  the  rapidity 
of  the  disorder.  (Ifteii,  tdo,  in  this  ^pe- 
cies  the  eyeti  are  rod  -Mid  huffixscd  witb 
tears  from  the  commencemeut;  the  pupil 
i'^  ri]rn  i  f  elnscd  up,  and  tlicre  i<;  a  photo- 
pliobia  present  more  or  le^^s  intense. 
When  the  eye  is  very  transparent,  and  the 
complaint  proceeds  .sl(»wly,  and  the  iris  is 
niotimilf ss  —  the  pupil  dilattd,  nnd  nf  a 
black  or  dark  greenish  colour  j  wheu  tbe 
spectra  are  sombre,  and  there  are  no  symp- 
toms of  irritation  experienced;  then  we 
should  call  the  amaurosis;  n%ihemr. 

As  to  the  origin  <>f  tbe  di.nease,  it  is  only 
by  reflecting  seriously  on  thecireumstancea 
attending  its  devc  !r  jrmnit  in  each  eiu^c, 
that  we  can  determine  wiietlier  it  arises 
from  lesion  of  the  retina^  tbe  optic  nerve% 
the  braio,  or  some  remote  organ. 

Treatmt"<(. — Of  all  onr  rrmedinl  mea- 
sures in  this  complaint,  there  arc  but  few 
that  can  act  directly  on  the  retina,  either 
as  stimulants  or  si datives:  whilst,  on  the 
other  liand,  most  of  them  are  a<lapted  for 
attacking  the  causes  of  the  aflection;-^* 
and  what  can  be  more  desirable  than  this? 
Ahlftta  rati^u  (ullitnr  eff'fctus.  Tlic  treatment 
must,  of  course,  vary  according  to  tbe  dif- 
ferent sorts  of  amaaroris. 

In  the  idhpatkic  ahenic  kind  we  should 
rccomuK-nd  repose,  and  c  verin^  tlie  e^'es 
with  a  bandage ;  brsl  removing  aiiy  foreign 
bodies  that  may  have  been  in  them.  1^ 
reral  bleeding  is  indicated  if  thr  rvr  be 
irhtatcdi  inflamed,  and  red:  in  a  minor 
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itate  of  inflammation,  o  quantity  of 
kecbes  to  tlie  lower  part  of  the  orbit  will 
suffice.  The  amount  of  t^e  bleedin((  must 
be  in  proportion  to  the  ttienfth  and  aice 
of  the  patient ;  f(»r,  by  an  excess  in  this 
l^pect,  wc  may  dephre  ourseU^  of  an 
eoergetie  means  of  taMoing  the  disorder. 
The  patient  should  take  foot  baths  morn, 
ing  and  eveningi  and  be  ])ut  on  u  mild 
and  liquid  regimen.  ()  ar  next  i»tep  towards 
m  core  shoold  be  to  hare  recourse  to  deii- 
vnMves  and  revulsives — 'nrh  as  vcsieato- 
rivs  and  setons  to  the  nape  of  the  neck. 
Mild  purgatives,  repeated  ereiy  other  two 
days,  have  a  good  effect  in  sttf^rinduciBg 
?!  »  «Mrir»  r  defluxinn  fnim  the  mucous  mem - 
braue  uf  the  iuU'stiues.  Calomel  and  all 
the  merenrials  are  Aunons  for  this. 

If  there  have  been  no  eonjj;estion,  or  that 
it  has  been  removed,  and  there  now  re- 
mains  only  simple  photophobia,  we  may 
4rop  into  the  eyes  some  liquid  laudanum, 
<>r  extract  of  belladonna.  Storek  has 
praised  highly  the  effects  of  extract  of 
nemloek,  taken  internally.  Should  we 
have  reason  to  consider  this  sort  of  amau- 
ro«;i«5  firi^iug  from  any  metastasis  in- 
(iueeii  upou  the  eye,  we  3«lu»uld  attempt  to 
repel  it  to  its  original  situation  :  thus  we 
should  re-establish  liemorrhoids  —  sup- 
pressed menses;  for  which  purpose,  the 
application  of  a  small  number  of  leedies 
to  the  anus,  or  vulva,  or  upper  and  inner 
part  of  the  thighs,  for  five  or  six  days, 
will  be  found  efficacious  i  for,  in  place  of 
m  deflnzion,  this  node  produces  rather  an 
inflammatory  eoivi^estion,  which  i^'wc^  ri^c 
to  hemorrhoids,  or  the  eatauienia.  yudo- 
rifics  will  be  found  beneficial  where  the 
complaint  may  be  traced  to  suppression  of 
perspiration.  Emetics  mav  ttlm}  be  em- 
ployed, in  this  case,  wiin  good  effect. 
Sternutatories  are  not  widiout  their  ad- 
vantages, when  they  are  taken  for  an 
amaurosis  occasioned  by  suppression  of  a 
uasal  catarrh.  Purgatives  are  suited  to 
reinstate  a  dianhflea  which  may  have  been 
hastily  suppressed,  and  thus  mi?e  caused 
the  (h-'trdcr. 

In  I  he  trcatiftent  of  the  tymptomatic 
tlhmic  amaurosis,  there  is  much  analogy 
with  that  alrcsvly  Irud  down.  Our  first 
care,  however,  should  be,  once  the  cause  uf 
the  affection  has  been  well  aseertained,  to 
act  on  the  biain  in  the  first  instance,  and 
then  on  the  eye  itself.  If  th«  ri>  be  syrap. 
loms  of  congestion  or  cerebral  aifection 
present,  we  shoold  have  recourse  to  bleed- 
ing, general  and  hu  al.  In  the  last  indi- 
cation, leeches  should  be  applied  behind 
the  cars,  ttiea  vesicatories  about  the  head, 
•jndpital  cauterization,  &c. 

All  these  methods  'honl'l  be  practised 
with  patience  and  pern  verance  j  for  it  is 
someumcs  not  till  alter  tlx  or  eight  months, 


a  year,  t»r  sometimes  Ioniser,  that  n  fnvnnr- 
able  change  is  effected.  I  his  tardiness 
of  cure  is  one  of  the  most  serious  difficult 
ties  in  the  treatment ;  patients  can  scarcely 
be  induced  to  submit  to  it ;  tliose  in  hos- 
pital, tire<l  out  by  long  rc&idenc^,  pray  Ibr 
their  dischai^  Mfore  vay  positive  amelio- 
ration is  procured. 

Stimpathctic  sthntic  amaurosis  is  rather  a 
rare  form  of  the  disease,  for  where  sympa- 
thy is  excited  in  the  retina  in  consequence 
of  some  derangement  of  a  remote  ftr_'an,  it 
is  rather  of  the  asthenic  than  sthenic  cha- 
nwter.  The  fint  care  is  to  be  bestowed  on 
the  aRi  f  fed  organ.  If  the  disturbing  cause 
be  a  gastritis,  or  other  in 'retinal  com- 
plaint,  antiphlogistics  should  be  em- 
ployed;  antt'hysterics,  if  the  |Nitient  be 
li  iMe  to  hysteria;  anthelmintics,  if  the 
amaurosis  can  be  traced  to  the  presence  of 
intestinal  worms  in  the  digestive  tube. 

In  amaarosis  which  is  directlif  usthenUtf 
the  treatment  is  altogether  different  from 
that  employed  in  the  first  or  second  kind 
above  meononcd.  Thus,  for  example,  we 
should  expose  the  eye  to  a  light  gradually 
more  intense.  Kiehter  sa\ ^  br  succeeded 
by  exi>oiiin|(  the  eye  to  the  hght  uf  the  sun. 
A  flasn  of  lightning  has  in  some  eases  cured 
an  asthenie  amniiro  is.  Direct  stimulants 
are  used,  .such  as  exciting  eye-woshea,  lo. 
tions,  douches  of  medicated  waters,  elec- 
tricity, &c.  We  filvould  try  also  to  stiniu* 
late  the  retina  direetly,  by  the  application 
of  moxas  over  the  course  of  the  nenrcs  of 
the  fifth  pair^to  the  forehead-— the  side  of 
the  nitse,  J.e.  I'lietions  on  the  eye-lids 
with  diluted  eanthnrides  ointment,  are 
also  beuehcially  pracliMHh 

In  ^mptttmatie  iMheuic  amaurosis  the 
treatment  mn«=t  be  varied,  and  is  difli(  ult. 
If  the  complaint  originates  in  indirect 
asthenia  of  ^  reliiMi,  itself  depending 
upon  sthenia  of  the  optic  nerve  or  the 
brain,  then  we  should  emplov  thf  remedies 
indicated  for  sthenic  amaurosis,  if,  how- 
erer,  the  asthenia  of  the  retina  results  from 
a  stfienle  affeetiori  of  the  bruin,  we  shonld 
treat  the  cerebral  symptoms  tirst,  and  then 
employ  the  treatment  directed  for  asthenic 
amaurosis. 

As  for  the  asthenic  sympathetic  form  of 
the  disease,  it  is  rery  rare,  unless  where 
the  patient  manifests  a  general  asthenia  of 
the  system  j  and  in  this  ceae  tonics  are  to 
be  recommended;  steel,  mineral  waters, 
irritant^  im:.  are  useful,  iiut  whatever 
remedies  we  employ  on  remote  or  ans,  we 
sliMiiI  l  not  ove  rlook  the  more  direct  treat- 
ment which  is  suited  to  the  organ  of 
viMon. 

The  treatment  of  the  last  form  is  altoge- 
ther empirical ;  and,  in  fact,  what  r  un  be 
recommended  against  an  hereditary  dii>or> 
der?  We  must  either  abandon  tha  iiif> 
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ftrcr  T(i  ]n5  nn1m]»py  lot,  nr  to  a  Kystcm  of 
treatment  which  is  as  painful  as  it  is  often 
without  the  slightest  effect. 


.  FRACTURE  OF  THE  OS  HYOIDES. 


Uetiuciion  of  the  frac'ure — Cure. 

Ht.  Lalesql'Ej  in  the  Journal  liebdomadairtp 
lektea  a  case  in  which  he  had  to  treat  this 

rare  accident,  and  succeeded  a  mtrt:eille$. 
A  stout  old  seaman  hadascufile  in  uJritik- 
ing  bout,  and  was  seized  hy  the  thruHt  by 
,  bi« adversary;  somcthliiffgave waywith a 
sharp  noise,  and  acute  pain  was  frit  in  the 
part  compressed.  The  man  could  nut 
speak,  but  pointed  to  the  scat  of  suffering;; 
nor  could  he  swallow.  Medical  assistance 
was  callid  in  on  the  sotuiul  day,  when  \he 
nature  of  the  case  was  ascertained,  and 
genei^  Uecdinf  and  fommlatioii  w«re 
adopted.  M.  Lalcsque  reMlred  to  attempt 
rcdurtion  «>f  ihc  frat  turr.  FTe  \nit  the  pa- 
tient sitting  iu  a  chair,  and  kept  his  mouth 
open  with  a  roll  of  linen.  He  then  intrO' 
dncv(\  till'  fori'  fingrr  of  the  It-ft  haml  till 
he  fixed  it  ujxin  the  fractured  part,  and 
with  the  right  tuuking  tirui  the  body  of  tJic 
hone,  bj  a  lUght  motion  from  witliin  out- 
wards he  manaired  without  much  difficulty 
to  restore  the  fragments  to  their  places. 
But  how  to  keep  UMni  there  was  the  pro. 
blem.  He  prescribed  absolnte  rest,  and 
nh»=tiTi»^?i''t*.  Next  dnv  tho  patient  i^as 
bkd  again.  The  syuiptoms  w«rc  favoura- 
ble, bat  the  man  was  parching  with  tfaimt 

Dcsault's  sound  was  introdiui-d  iiito  tlie 
stomach  throui;h  tlic  ri^lit  nostril, and  left 
there ;  through  tills  he  was  fed  for  manv 
days.  In  aMut  three  weeks  the  sound 
wn^  vvitlidrawn  ;  di-ixlutition  wns  now  ]>o<;. 
sible,  and  practised  sparingly.  In  short, 
the  patient  went  on  very  well,  and  in  the 
eourM'  (if  two  months  was  quite  weU. 

Wv  find  a  similar  case  in  our  cotempo- 
my  and  namesake  of  Berlin;  but  the 
fiactore  was  h«re  more'«Merious  in  its  cir- 
cumstances and  its  renult.  It  is  brieflj 
reported  bjr  I>r.  Marcinkowski,  of  Poeen. 

F^^eturg  ^  (JW  Timgyit  Bone^l^uir^  to  lis 

Nert-^ —  Death. 

An  elderly  woman  was  carried  into  the 
Hospital  of  the  Sisterhood,  in  Posen  :  she 
WiiH  labouring  under  fits  of  suffocation, 
blue  in  1'l<  f  trr,  and  c«dd  in  the  extrcnii- 
ties,  bhe  could  neither  swallow  nor  speak, 
jet  her  consciousness  was  unimpaired. 
She  died  ill  twentv.four  hovft.  All  that 
rotild  be  learned  about  hrr  wsis.  that  ^he 
ha<l  been  driven  against  a  uuii  Uy  a  wag- 
foiiy  which  oTcrtnnied  upon  bcr.  Then 


was  frnctnre  of  the  left  under  ja"  ,  and 
some  contusion  of  the  neck :  no  other  ex- 
ternal injuiy  could  he  detected.  Upon 
examinatien  after  death,  it  was  found  itlnt 
the  left  comu  of  the  os  hyoides  was  frac- 
tured, and  the  nerves  of  the  larynx  seemed 
to  have  suffered  tnm  the  contusion.  No 
other  lesion  could  be  discoTcred  to  which 
the  cauve  of  death  could  be  attribttted.^ 
iUedicuutche  Z^Uung, 
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Bveeft  th«  80th  and  Alst,  generally  cloudy, 
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otherwise  cloudy,  with  ft-eqacsttani* 
Bala  taiivtt  *1  of  as  bich. 
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LKCTVBBS  non  sjmptoins.   There  is  no  difficulty  fa 

swallow i n n: ;  no  pain  in  t lie  thmat,  except 
at  the  lowest  part;  nn  pain  in  the  laiynx, 
THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  OF  wh«iethe»iialwayipAnorteiidenieiiiii 
TLMV  ni/M  VP  lliyngitw :  but  in  croup, at  the  lowest  part 

AlfcLUCiAb;  where  the  trachea  exists  there  ^  fr..|n.  nt 


TnACllFATlS^CROUP. 


"  niiioont,  aotnetimei  with  fibrin  and  ahfras 

Br  Da.  Biximon.  of  lymph. 

As  this  is  a  fiolent  iliseast',  there  is 

^  .  Tiolent  pyrexia.     Durinir  the  first  staire 

PISEASKS  01    i  HE  NECK  AND  the  fi^Tl.  ttwhed,  ihev^Ue  is  lap^ 

TH&OAT.  fiMf!  thf'Tv  is  fipreat  anxietv  (»f  cnnntrnnncc. 

  SoQietiiHes  the  DecaUar  claneiog  cough  ia 

beard  far  some  oays  befoie  w  diild  u  ill 
enough  to  shew  its  coin)>Iaint;  so  that 

AciiTE  inflammntion,  fjentlcmcn,  of  n  rrrv  Tnnnv  mothers  hnv«-  bf«-n  surprised,  on  he- 

riolent  descriptiou,  when  it  attacks  the  mif  told  by  a  rnt  dioii  atttudaut,  who  wai 

lai||erportionortiieair-tabet,in«blldfeBis  accidentally  in  the  house,  and  heard  thia 

Mntrd.  r>r  the  mf>5t part, hmer  down  than  ^peculiar  ooogii,  tbat  tile  ebild  was  in 

wbi-n  u  occurs  in  adults.  .That  intense,  rio-  danger. 

lent,  adhesive  iailammatlon — iiillaioma>      XAmirim.^The  disease  mav  last  from 

tion,  at  leait»eansing  a  portion  of  fibrin  to  twenty^four  hours  to  three  or  toar  days,  or 

bf  thrown  out— which  attacks  adult*.  M«;nal-  even  several  days,  and  the  chiM  niMv  ^llo 

Iv  atlcctithe  larynx;  so  that  laryngiu&iii  the  either  completely  exhausted,  or  be  budUun- 

mseaae  of  adnlts;  and  the  disease  of  efail*  It  ent  oflT  in  a  moment  by  spasm.  Just  as 

f^ri  Ti,  corresponding  with  this,  is  croup,  cy  (fcath  souii  tiraes  o(cur>  suddenly,  so  does 

nauche  trachealis,  or  more  properly  tni  aimiidintiit.    Generally,  patients  recover 

cbeitis.  The  laltcrtinn  is  the  nnjst  simple,  by  degrees;  but  sometimes  thev  recover 

and  every  body  knows  what  is  meant  by  it  Terr  rapidly,  almost  suddenlv.    \Vh<  ii  re- 

The  disease  has  beeti  called    ,  /  ,  ]  tracheal^,  mvery  is  exceeditiijlv  slow,  shn  ds  of  fibrin 

because  there  is  a  quantity  uf  lymph  form-  are  perhaps  spit  up  for  several  weeks, 
ad :  fat  lids  oornitiy  it  is  called  cnmp ;  in  the      MorHd  Apptmiem.'-'On  eicaraination  af* 

East,  I  understand,  and  peifaaps  in  other  ter  death,  we  find,  of  course,  redness  of  tbe 

places,  it  is  called  roop.  trachea;  and  srich  is  the  intensify  »>f  the 

Symptmns. — This  disease  is  marked  by  a  inflammation,  that  lymph  lies  upon  the  red 

itnigb,  claaging,  ringing  cough — a  eongh  membrane,  sometimes  forming  a  complete 

givlnc;  you  the  idea  of  sound  eonvey<  d  tube,  and  even  extending  into  the  hi  ouchi.p. 

through  a  small  brass  pipe.    Besides  this  Besides  this  tube  of  lymph,  which  is  so 

coniirh,  if  the  disease  be  severe,  there  continually  seen,  we  frequentlv  observe  a 

is  hissing,  sibilous  respiration;  but  it  quantity  of  ] hi rifonn  and  even  bloody  fluid 

is  in  the   in<iT>irntinn    ehiefly  that  it   is  in  the  air  tubes.   TliL-re  h  not  merely  a  se- 

hcard.    it  is  han»h,  rough,  shrill,  or  hiss-  cretion  of  hbrin,  but  likewise  of  puriform 

ifltff ;  thcfe  bdttf  Tarions  modifications,  fluid,  exactly  as  occurs  in  a  semns  mem> 

The  voice,  too,  is  either  harsh,  crowing,  brane.   "VVht  n  you  open  an  inflamed  serous 

or  nearlv  supprevsrvl.    There  is  a  difficulty  membrane,  y""  always  see  Ix-mph  lying 

of  brcathuitf,  and  this  is  felt  particularly  upon  the  a/fected  part  j  but,  besides  that, 

dwinf  ias|«ratloB.  Thctt  are  tw  most  com-  yum  alwajs  sea  mone  or  tern  tnri»id  ■amm, 

381.— XII.  F 
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erea  »a  thick  and  jelkm  as  to  approach  to 
pin;  tatA  Mnnetimcs  there  ii  pat.   So  in  a 

mucous  raembraiu',  when  it  is  inflamed 
▼ery  intensely,  besides  fibrin  yoo  see  a 
quantity  oFthin  fluid  iiu lining  more  or  less 
to  pus,  till  at  last  you  see  actual  pat; 
you  also  see  a  bloody  fluid. 

Uiual  period  *>f'  occuTretfe, — This  dis- 
ease OCCQTt  ehiefly  in  ehildren,  between 
weaning  and  puberty.  It  is  occasionally 
lecn  in  infants  at  thr  breast,  but  more  fre- 
qaeotlynot  till  they  are  weaned ;  and  Pro. 
ftttor  Home,  of  Eoinbnrgh,  says,  that  the 
sooner  ebildren  are  weaned,  the  sooner  they 
are  liable  to  it.  They  have  more  expe- 
riencc  at  Loith  than  we  have  hero,  and  ob- 
terrations  are,  therefore,  more  easily  made 
there  than  here,  it  chiefly  affects  ttioae  of 
full  habit  ol'  body. 

CSrttsr.-^The  caote  is  andoubtedly,  in  al* 
roost  every  instance,  cold  and  wet ;  it  oc- 
curs, ther'  foff,  more  frequently  in  winter 
and  spring  tliau  ut  uiher  times:*  and  il  it 
oeear  in  summer,  it  it  generally  when  a 
damp  evpnini(  hn<  succeeded  to  n  h<it  day. 
It  is  seen  most  frequently  in  a  situation 
near  the  water  sid&--in  nict,  in  all  damp 
idtaations.  It  it  more  frequent,  too,  in 
northern  than  in  southern  latitudes,  ft  is 
sometimes  epidemic ;  that  is  to  say,  a  great 
namber  of  idiildven,  in  partieular  teaaont, 
are  aflected  with  it.  You  know  that  an  en- 
deavour has  been  made  to  pervert  the  word 
epidemic  from  ilii  common  original  meaning  — 
uat  wiiich  attadtt  people  at  lai^.  In  uat 
tense  yon  h-.wc  n  pre  i liar  si^^nifieation,  so 
at  to  distinguish  between  epidemic  and 
eontagiont  diseases;  but  contagions  dis- 
eases may  be  epidemic,  not  from  this  cause 
or  that,  but  merely  because  they  extend 
temporarily  over  a  whole  district  at  once. 
Bot  although  this  disease  Is  flrequently 
epidemic,  I  cannot  believe  that  it  is  ever 
contagious;  at  least,  f  liave  never  been  able 
to  satisfy  myself  that  &uth  was  tJic  case.  It 
certainly  does  often  afiect  more  than  one  in 
a  family  at  onre;  but  this  in:n  i  iilv  arise 
ttom  all  the  children  in  the  Iktnily  being 
expoaed  to  die  cause  at  the  same  time,  aira 
from  another  circumstance— tlnit  there  is  a 
constant  tendency  to  if,  and  tlierefore 
children  in  the  same  family  may  be  sup- 
posed liable  to  the  same  disease.  Now  and 
then  a  peeuliarly  strikinij  eircurastanre 
takes  place,  and  we  are  inclined  to  believe 
that  tlic  disease  must  be  contagious ;  but 
I  think  mistakes  arc  frequently  made  in 
the  case  of  cronp.  T  will  not  say  that  it  is 
nevtr  contagious,  because  1  have  not  seen 
ereiy  circomstaace  that  other  people  have ; 
but,  from  what  I  have  ? e«  ii  und  read,  I 
cf^nnot  perstinde  myself  that  it  is  ennta 
nous.  It  is  u  fact,  that  many  ( liildreu  have 
It  in  tiie  same  neighbourhood,  but  then 
the?  have  been  \isit»d  wiih  the  same 
vicissitudes  of  atmosphere ;  and  the  thing 


may  thus  be  explained.  And  when  it 
ocean  in  the  same  family  this  drem. 

stance  might  e "plain  it,  toijether  with  the 
additional  circumstance,  that  all  constiru 
tions  are  predisposed  to  the  same  disease. 
I  know,  too,  that  several  children  in  a  lis- 
milv  Avill  have  it,  but  at  different  times; 
and  some  of  the  children  in  a  family  wiU 
be  sure  to  hare  it;  and  therefore  I  pre- 
sume there  is  a  constitutional  tendeney  to 
i  t ,  j  u  St  the  same  as  in  inflammation  of  other 
parts. 

Professor  Dupuy  says,  that  it  once  oc- 
curred in  d()'j;s  at  Alfort,and  Ihrit  the  -ame 
api)earaiices  were  observed  in  them  as  in 
human  beings. 

7Ve<ttMSN(.«.Tha  treatnien  t  nf  this  disBH 
mnst  be  energetic  and  drci  lid,  jntt  as  I 
stated  was  requisite  in  laryngitis.  U  would 
be  light  to  bleed  from  the  arm,  or  jugular 
vein,  perhaps,  and  apply  a  number  of  leeches 
over  the  tlirojit ;  to  consider  it  as  an  in- 
llammatorv  di.sease,  liiitt  must  be  treated 
briskly.  I  would  make  the  same  obaerra- 
tion  respeetini;  leeelies  that  T  did  yesterday. 
I  should  prefer  leeches  to  a  blister,  and 

f general  bleeding  to  local;  but  I  ahotiid  fol- 
ow  up  general  by  load  bleeding.  After 
Uie  Im^h  bites  lir\d  bled  well  by  means  of  a 
poultice,  I  would  ie]>eat  tiiem,  if  ne- 
cessary, and  then  apply  a  blister,  "neie 
is  extreme  dnnifer  here;  and  therefore 
merenry  should  be  given  with  the  greatest 
freedom.  You  will  find,  whatever  disputes 
there  are  about  mercury-,  that  in  acute  hy- 
drotvplmlus,  in  Inryn^Mtis,  ;iiid  tracbeitis, 
mercury  is  of  the  highest  impurtanoe. 
Children  will  bow  a  larger  quantity  of 
morcnrv  in  propoftioa  than  adalts»  aoM  It 
would  be  right  to  g^vc  a  child  as  ranch  a- 
it  would  bear,  every  two  or  three  hoiu&, 
without  vomiting  and  purging.  Thin  i«  a 
much  better  practice  than  emetics.  Many 
eases  vn  ill  j^et  well  with  emetii-s,  but  this 
will  btt  successful  in  a  largi:r  number  of 
iQstaaocs.  The  waim-hath  is  aaeful,  bat 
it  is  not  of  hi:rh  irTTpnnnnee;  and,  wiien 
the  leeches  have  bit^  well,  soma  liaTe  ad- 
Tiscd  applying  cold  to  the  usoat.  Ishovid 
think  there  can  lie  no  impropriety  in  it. 
Seeing  the  good  effects  ot"  appljintr  ir," 
even  to  the  heads  ol'  children,  there  caii  U; 
no  impropriety  in  applying  ice  In  a  blad* 
der  to  the  throat;  hntl  have  no  pcooaal 
experience  of  it. 

Some  have  recommended  brouchotomy 
in  this  disea^,  but  I  believe  it  generally 
fails.  Unfortimately  there  is  in  thi?.  dis 
ease,  besides  laiyn^tis  and  tracheitis,  fre- 
quently inflammatum  lower  down ;  that  is 
to  sav,  the  bronchial  tubes,  in  their  minute 
ramifirations,  are  frenneTitlv  nffected  nt  the 
t»ame  lime,  Mt  that  tliat  porUuu  of  the  <iis- 
ease  will  kill  the  patient,  even  although 
you  nVnluf  the  inflammationof  the  trachea, 
wronchotomj  can  only  be  a  tempacary 
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measure;  it  may  enable  the  patient  to 
breathe  well  ibr  the  time ;  but  of  course 
it  can  hare  no  t&ttt  upoD  tha  inflaauaa- 

tion.  If  the  disease  were  not  so  extensive 
it  might  be  beneficial,  by  g^iving  you  time 
to  cure  the  affection;  but,  unfortunately, 
you  frequently  bare  inflammation  of  toe 
trachea,  lannx,  nnd  all  tbe  mini  fir  at  ions 
of  the  brouchias,  ao  that  it  is  barUly  ^m&i- 
hUfoT  tiw  diild  to  iwam  tnm  raeh  a 
mass  of  disease.  However,  bronchotomv 
has  hven  tried  in  many  cases,  and  failea, 
and  I  have  myself  employed  it  without  suc- 
ceiii  You  will  find  a  mniriMr  of  cases 
mrntioned  where  it  t^-as  of  no  use,  though 
it  occasionally  appears  to  have  been  so. 
You  will  find  one  instance  recorded  in  tbe 
Madtoo-Chinttgicai  Transactions  —  there 
mav  ho  TTiore— V)y  Mr.  Chevalier,  who 
made  an  opening  into  Uie  trachea, 
tiwmMifaMaa  of  wliiah  m  the  4b. 
charge  nf  a  quantity  of  Tumd  bloody 
iluid,  and  the  ]mtieTit  Kprt'dilv  recovered. 
If,  alter  the  ordinary  treatment  i>(  the  dis- 
aaiey— good  bleeding,  mercury,  blistoing, 
tTie  TTpplii'itinn  of  cold,  and,  if  you  chonsc, 
the  administiation  of  emetics,— if  you  ean- 
■ot  make  lUm  mouth  more  tender,  nor 
bked  any  farther,  and  yet  the  child  is 
f^yiner, — it  would  be  hctter,  if  the  friends 
would  allow  it,  to  make  an  opening  than 
net,  te  ofderio  give  liie  potieiit  a  ebance ;~ 
but,  in  a  great  number  of  cases,  it  is  a  very- 
slender  chance  indeed.  I  would  not  do  (t 
till  I  bad  told  the  parents  that  the  child 
would  die  witlMmt  it,  and  moat  likely  die 
when  it  was  done;  brrmi'-'r  oiIk  nvise  it 
would  bo  said,  that  you  had  cut  the  child's 
thioat,  and  killed  it  Ititafirigbtital  thing 
to  MMke  wm  wpadmg  in  the  air-passages, 
unless  ynu  prepaie  the  patients»  or  their 
fiirads,  for  it 

In  Aneiioa,  they  recommend  a  deeoetion 
of  St  nek  a  in  this  dUseai^:  but  this  is  a  sti- 
mulating substance,  and,  if  it  docs  good,  T 
cannot  believe  that  it  is  in  the  active  in- 
flammatorjrelaga  When  the  inflammation 
is  subsiding,  and  c:rrat  secretion  is  c"^ing 
on,  it  may  stimulate  the  parts  and  brace 
tham  vp  J  bat  I  hnro  not  been  tempted  to 
gfive  tha  nntdy  in  the  aetiTO  aente  form 
of  tfaedkflase. 

SipoaaedSe  Cmqn 

S'l/mp^omj.— Tliis  disease,  however,  occa- 
sionally takes  place  without  any  in/lainina- 
tioo,  or  at  least  any  importaut  iuHainma. 
tien.  Children,  who  have  once  had  the 
croup,  will  frequfnTlv,  on  cntcbnv^  cold, 
have  a  crouping  cough,  a  little  hoarseness, 
eo  as  Rally  to  labour  nnder  the  signe  of 
croup;  but  you  find  in  tnch  cases  tfauat  the 
pulse  is  not  quickened,  and  the  child  is  not 
particularly  ill.  If  a  child  have  once  had 
the  eroup,  them  if  ingenenl  little  fear  from 
other  attnokik  If  parti  liaire  been  enoe 


inflnmed,  they  soon  fall  into  «  stnf**  of  in- 
flammation again ;  but  then  it  is  uot  ac- 
tive,  and  sometimes  the  inflammation  b 
scarcely  iR>rceptil)lc,  and  the  disease  ap- 
peure  to  be  almost  entirely  spasniodie.  i 
have  known  children  have  six  or  seven  at- 
teoka  of  croup. 

Treatmfiit. — It  i??  n!wnv<?  safe  in  these 
cases  to  apply  antiphlogiiitic  treatment — 
not  vigonmsly,  as  in  the  fltst  instance,  but 
to  put  a  number  of  leeches  on  the  throat, 
and  ndrainister  calomel  once  or  twice  a  day, 
and  it'  vou  choose,  an  emetic.  These  means 
fenerally  dissipate  the  disease.  Iknowthat 
some  patir]its  m  iih-  r  require  leeching  nor 
puiging,  and  you  benefit  them  at  once  )>y 
an  emetic.  A  slight  inflammation  has  oc* 
curred,  it  has  thrown  tile  parts  into  a  state 
of  spasm,  and  an  emetic  will  freqtii  Titly 
cure  it}  but  it  is  gmerally  safer,  uuie^ 
yon  know  tint  an  emetic  has  ciued  the 
child  before,  to  apply  leeches  to  the  throat, 
and  give  it  a  dose  or  two  of  calomel.  You 
are  nt;vcr  sure  that  it  is  merely  a  spasm. 
You  cannot  tell  that  there  it  not  some 
little  inllarnination,  and  you  cannot  (ell 
that  it  is  not  increasing,  and  therefore  it  is 
the  safest  plan  to  begin  with  this  treatment. 
If  the  child  be  not  worse,  but  plays  about, 
then  the  best  thing  is  to  give  iron.  Irr>n 
is  a  good  thing  to  lessen  morbid  irritabili- 
tv  in  any  part  of  the  body.  Tf  there  be  in- 
nammation  it  \\ill  do  no  good ;  but  if  there 
be  mere  morbid  irritability,  1  know  it  is 
one  of  the  best  things.  1  shaii  have  iK5ca- 
non  to  state,  that  that  spannodic  cough, 
which  is  of  a  ringing  character,  yields  the 
most  readily  to  iron.  It  is  best  not  to  be- 
gin with  it,  but  to  adopt  antiphlogistic 
treatment  a  day  or  two,  and  thai  ynu  may 
give  iron  safely.  Yrtu  may  rive  the  car- 
bonate m  treacle,  or  the  sulphate  in  sugar, 
or  in  tea.  Children  will  eometimes  not 
take  it  withont 

ORGJyiC  AFFECTIONS  OF  THE 
LARYNX  AXD  TRACUEd, 

Now  beside?  simple  inflammation  of  the 
larynx  and  trachea,  these  parts  are  sub- 
ject to  varions  organle  dieeasee.  The  la« 
rynx  is  frequently  in  aftateof  nkenMioni 
not  nnfrer]tipntly  there  are  excrescences 
upon  It,  luoking,  to  all  appearance,  like 
warts:  they  are  idle  same  as  warts  on  the 
genitals.  ?;onietiuies  scrofulous  tulKTclt* 
form  there;  sometimes  you  have  scrofti. 
lous  abscesses  formed  in  the  cellular  mem- 
brane, and  sometimes  yon  will  have  can- 
cer and  melanoid  dr  posit. 

Dijfieulijf  of  maki»£  a  ViagmitU, — Now  as 
ikr  as  I  know,  it  is  impossible  to  make  a 
diagnosis  during  life,  in  the  greater  number 
of  eases,  between  simple  ehrouic  inflam- 
mation of  the  iaryux  and  these  organic 
changes.  Yon  And  a  person  with  tender* 
aese  of  the  larynx;  you  find  him  hoane; 
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fou  find  \i\s  voice  pcdiips  reduced  to  a 
whinpt  r ;  you  find  mm  cougb  a  great  cIm], 
and  it  is  ramd  or  shrill ;  you  fiud  him 
wa'-tc  awny,  nis  pulse  perhaps  constantly 
quick  i  and  you  find  tendenicss,  shewing 
altogether  tluit  the  larynx  ifl  diseased:  hut 
I  confess  that  I  am  not  able  to  di'^tiniruish 
between  <iimple  chronic  iuiiaumuitiou  of 
these  })art>  and  ulceration,  or  the  existence 
of  excrescences,  or  the  existence  of  rarioos 
dep<v  it<^  Others  may  be  able  to  distia> 
gui«b  these  cases,  but  i  (»nnot. 

Tntatmeht  ^to.  the  eomneneement  of 
ench  cases  I  should  recommend  you  to 
apply  the  reracdies  of  chronic  inflfimmn- 
tiooy'repeating  letches  over  and  uver  again  ^ 
blisten  altenrards,  if  vou  choose ;  a  leloa 
jn  the  nrii;hh(>nrhnod  of  the  lan  nx,  and 
the  exhibition  of  mercury;  narcotics,  of 
course,  to  lessen  the  irritation.  If  these 
things  do  no  good»  if  yoa  find  the  patkat 
pet  worse,  notwithstandin]sr  you  are  apply- 
them  vigorously,  that  the  corporealstrength 
Is  decaying,  and  the  symptovM  in  tfie 
throat  so  far  from  diminishing  are  increas- 
ing, then  yon  mny  «uspect  then*  is  organic 
disease,  and  geiu  raiiy  you  mil  be  right. 
It  is  only  in  the  latter  stages  of  the  dis. 
easi"  t1i;it  any  distinction  can  be  inadt- : 
when  my  remedies  fail,  i  then  begin  to 
tMnh  there  is  organic  disease. 

OecasionaUjuelarriix  is  ossified.  Some- 
times it  becomes  completclyossified,  and  de- 
glutition is  rendered  venf  oifficiilt — the  la- 
xynx  beeoBMt  more  or  fns  inmuweable^ 
it  cannot  move  up  and  down;  the  pas- 
sage of  tJje  tube  becomes  so  much  dimi- 
nished that  the  patient  can  scarcely 
swallow,  and  indeed  he  dies  of  tM 
disea.^e.  The  trachea,  likrwise,  some- 
times graduallv  becomes  o6»iiied|  and  all 
tile  varioas  diseases  diat  I  amtioned 
nnder  the  head  of  organiealTeetioiiiy  oeear 
here— melanosis,  scirrhus,  canccr,  and  en- 
cepbaloid  disease.  But  more  frequently 
we  have  thickening  of  tile  nrooons  mem- 
brane, induration,  conniilerablc  excres- 
cences, and  scrofulous  tumors,  and  then 
the  common  eflects  of  inHamuiation,  ulce* 
ration,  tlie  formatioii  of  abscesses,  aad, 
fiaalljr»  a  caiioiu  ttate  of  the  €artilagn» 

CATJEBU, 

The  next  disease,  gentlemen,  to  whidi 
I  shall  call  yonr  attention  is  catanfa»  cooi' 
aiDn  cold. 

ChanHtr.'—fkm  this  is  a  fery  slight  in- 
flammation of  the  larynx,  trachea,  bron- 
rlii.-p,  nnrl  mucous  membrane  alvive  these 
puiu*,  ami  limt  portion  culled  the  Scluifi- 
dfrian  membrane,  having  been  detected  by 
Schneider,  nx\A  not  only  tlmt,  but  the 
membrane  of  the  frontal  sinuses,  and  even 
of  the  oo^junctira  of  the  eyes.  The  in. 
flamroation  in  tlUs  disease  is  not  by  any 
neane  so  ialaiiie  as  that  which  ocean  in 


laryngitis  and  tracheitis,  but  is  an  instaaee 
of  eommoB  faiflaminatiofi  of  a  mmmw 

membrane.    It  is  in  general  a  very  slight 

but  it  extends  throusfh  the  whole 
tract  from  the  coi^unctiva  of  the  ejres, 
ranninc  down  fhe  lachrymal  amal,  and 
not  only  affecting  the  mcmliruno  i^f  the 
nostrils,  but  with  them  the  frontal  &inn^ 
and  the  throat,  tongue,  larynx,  trachea^ 
and  bronehis.  It  is  a  very  slight  infian. 
matinn,  hut  n.s  it  nfffets  such  an  ext-^nt  of 
surface  you  v^  iil  hud  dangerous  symptoam 
more  ftequentlr  than  yoa  aia  aurare  H, 
Kttfmologtt.—^hh  in  nudical  language 

is  cslicd  catarrh  from  Korappno,  to  flow 
down,  and  in  common  language  we  call  it 
■<aoold." 

Sifmpioms. — There  is  a  feeling  at  the 
same  time  of  .soreness  throughout  the  body, 
and  generally  there  is  tenderness  of  the 
•arfaoe^  which  makes  the  pemon  luu^fj 
if  he  press  much  upon  any  one  part.  7  h-  r? 
is  stiHn^,  and  an  aching  of  the  whole 
hodv;  it  is,  howeverp  cUell^  fob  in  the 
back  of  the  neck.  Theia  is  iikewisa  head, 
ache— I  presume,  from  the  congestion  in 
the  frontal  sinuses :  perhi^M  thens  may  be 
more  or  less  congestion  witUn  tim  head^ 
hut  I  should  think  that  it  arises  chiefly  from 
congestion  of  the  frontal  sinuses,  at  least 
that  the  former  is  inferior  to  the  latter. 
There  is  likewise  cbillioess  mid  mnrfcid 
bcnf;  the  patient  chill  v.  and  en'ep'?  toxmrd? 
the  tire,  and  yet  if  you  touch  him  he  is  hottcc 
than  he  thoold  1m.  If  fon  maha  tha  ab. 
serration  yourself,  you  will  find  this  to  be 
the  case;  but  there  is  great  sensibility  of 
the  surface,  so  that  the  least  breath  ul  air 
blowing  upon  you  makes  you  <KiId.  The 
mind  also  is  alTccted.  'f'faere  is  heavi 
ness  of  the  head ;  sometimes  it  amcnmts  to 
stupor ;  people  are  quite  stupid.  From  the 
state  of  toe  eoqlaaetifa  there  is  ftaqnealh' 
stifTncss  and  smarting  nf  the  eves;  and 
there  is,  from  the  irritation  of  the  mam- 
hntne  within  the  nmtrils,  sneeaiaff.  Thtm 
is  also,  from  the  disturbance  of  the  mem- 
brane, loss  or  impairment  of  smell,  and 
apparently  ol  taste:  people  tell  you  they 
eaa  aeldMr  smell  nor  taste.  I  beoaee  ther 
can  taste,  although  they  cannot  <;raell. 
Many  things  may  be  smelt  as  well  as 
tasted,  and  these  are  tasted  just  as  acntelv 
as  befhre.  From  the  inflammation  in tiw aw 
Mssagesthe  breath  is  hot,  so  that  when  yon 
hare  a  cold,  if  you  expire  the  ^r  from  the 
lips  you  find  it  Iwt,  as  tlMmgh  it  cana 
from  a  hot  place.  There  ia  generally,  too, 
hoarseness,  some  couijh,  and  a  little  sore- 
ness at  the  front  of  the  chesu  When  the 
mucous  membraae  is  inflamed,  it  ia  sore 
at  tilt  Hvision  of  thetmchm,  anrl  you  find 
soreness  in  the  situation  of  the  larger 
hnmehes  of  the  bronchiiB. 

Now  all  the  parts  that  I  have  men- 
tioned diseharge;  they  are  all  ooiamdwith 
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mucous  membrane,  if  the  conj-mctira  ran 
he  considered  a  mucuu*^  membrane;  the^' 
ftll  III  a  state  of  sHglit  inflaimBfttloii, 
and  therefore  in  a  state  of  discharge.  The 
eyes  run,  called  lachrvmation  ;  and  tficrc  \s  a 
discharge  from  tiic  nose,  called  lu  Laiiu 
diitUlati;  or,  as  we  «alarrlbi:  the 
discharge,  too,  from  the  nose,  at  wdl  as 
the  distillation,  is  called  co/yta. 

At  first  die  seeretion  is  limpid,  liko 
drops  of  water  from  a  rock ;  it  is  thin  and 
transparent,  and  afterwards  it  error  s  more 
copious  and  thick.  As  the  symptoms  de- 
duMs  the  quantity  of  the  seeretion  of 
cnnr<;r  di  rliiu  s  ,  and,  as  all  the  symptoms 
^o  away,  there  fre(|uently  ari^^s  a  little 
uiflammation  about  the  moulh  and  nose, 
•ad  an  eruption ;  so  that  the  common 
people  make  the  ohservation,  and  say  the 
cold  is  going,  because  there  is  a  breidung 
o«t  flboat  the  moodi.  When  the  eold  goee 
off,  and  the  inflammation  \%ithin  ceases, 
it  is  very  cominnn  for  sliirht  inflammation 
to  take  place  oi  an  lierpt- character  about 
thomoatb.  Daring  the  existence  of  the 
disease  the  tongrae  is  white,  the  skin  dry, 
aad  the  urine  red,  and  when  all  is  de- 
dlning,  the  urine  has  a  ktmtions  sedi- 
ment, the  common  symptom  of  inflamma- 
tion. There  is  also  a  ]o<;<;  of  appetite. 
The  stomach  is  much  allcctcd  in  this  dis- 
ease, people  eannot  eat,  and  sonietiiiwa 
thcrr  is  also  an  affection  of  the  mucous 
membrane  down  the  oesophagus  and  sto- 
mach.  There  is  heat  andjpain  there,  and 
tenderness  on  pressure.  Tlie  pulse  dniing 

the  disf  n«;p  is  quirl?. 

Now  the  adtvtion  has  a  disposition  to 
begin  aiiof^  and  trafcl  downwards,  so 
that  persons  know  very  well  which  part  of 
ihv  mucous  membrane  is  inflamed  at  dif- 
ferent times.  When  it  is  tlie  mucous 
ncBsbiane  of  the  frontal  sinuses  and  nose, 
thry  "-ay  it  is  in  the  head,  they  feel  so 
beary  and  stapid.  I'hen  that  goes  ofi', 
and  they  begin  to  cough.  As  it  leaves  the 
upper  part  it  generally  increases  in  the 
lower,  and  then,  after  a  tickling  in  the 
throat,  and  hoarseness,  there  is  frequently 
pain  down  tlie  Aont  of  the  chest,  and 
couifh,  and  al'^  *  more  or  less  difficulty  (jf 
breathing ;  and  alter  that  the  tickling  of 
the  throat  is  diminished.  But  though  it 
tmveb  downwards,  it  ftaqnently  mounts 
up  "train.  Sometimes  people  are  beset 
with  it  in  all  parts  at  oa(%,  but  generaUy. 
if  die  disease  be  slight,  you  see  it  travel 
downwards ;  and  if  a  person  have  a  re- 
lapse,  it  will  come  again  above  ;  but  then 
pe<n>le  say  Utey  bare  caught  a  fresh  cold. 

//irrMftim.— The  disease  will  last  firans 
tw  enty  four  hours  to  some  weeks,  and 
sometimes  it  is  the  forerunner,  as  1  stated 
before^  of  fiolent  inflammation  of  the 
iiMTDZt  MmwIiflMS  of  tho  bffondiin.  It  it 


often  the  prt^lude  to  various  active  inflaai* 

luatory  diseases. 

CtifsM.— The  coflBmoB  eaase  of  this  af- 
fection is  the  application  «  cold,  es])e- 
cially  when  nnite<l  with  moisture;  and, 
again,  especially  when  tlie  body  is  over- 
heated and  perspiring,  and  more  partion* 
larly  when  it  is  applied  partially.  Many 
persons  have  a  common  cold  in  a  lew 
minotes,  if  exposed  to  a  draught ;  bat 
they  will  bear  exposure  to  the  air  without 
any  such  effect.  Mere  cold  will  cause  it, 
without  any  subsequent  appUcatiun;  be< 
cause,  when  you  sit  in  a  room  without  m 
fire  when  you  ouuht  tn  have  one,  the  nose 
will  begin  to  run  bet  ore  you  go  into  a  room 
with  a  fire;  but  while  yon  remain  thara 
jou  begin  to  ueeBO,  symptoms  of  catarrh 
come  on,  pmrint?  the  action  «»f  the  cold 
itselt  Most  probably  the  coustiiction  of 
the  sbhi  being  so  great,  tlie  Schneiderian 
membrunepas-esiri  to  ffreat  activity.  Change 
of  residence  appears  to  increase  the  sus. 
ceptibility  to  the  disease.  Some  suscep> 
tible  pec^ile  always  take  cold  if  thcr 
change  their  n  .si deuce,  and  some  wilt 
catch  cold  without  leaving  their  beds. 

TVaofwrtit.— The  best  mode  of  treatment 
is  to  keep  the  body  i>erfectly  warm,  so  as 
to  get  rid  of  the  <  billiness.  It  is  usual  to 
increa.se  |ierspiraUon  by  wine  and  brandy, 
and  stimnU ;  bnt  it  is  bettv^r  to  do  it  by 
calorie  itself  The  warm  bath  or  a^apour- 
bath  is  very  good,  and  a  local  bath  is  also 
very  pro'^er;  and  when  you  are  vrarmy 
plenty  of  halt  liquids,  without  any  wina 
or  brandy,  areexce<'dinply  useful.  If  you 
put  wine  and  brandv  into  hot  liquors,  tliero 
will  most  likely  be  neadache  afterwards. 

Duriuff  thi»  time  a  person  loses  his  appe. 
tite,  and  therefore  nature  indicates  that 
he  should  take  but  little  food,  and  that 
that  sliould  be  eliiefly  flnids  and  of  a  weak 
nature.  When  a  person  has  been  ill  any' 
time,  one  of  the  he^t  modes  of  getting  rid 
of  the  cold  is  by  perspiring  through  exer* 
eise— exercise  in  the  open  air;  or  good 
exercise,  at  any  rate,  so  a-s  to  i>rodi:ee  con- 
siderable ])erspiration,  is  one  ol  the  best 
things.  But  great  care  must  be  taken  in 
tilts  particular  not  to  catch  cold  w  hen  per- 
spiration is  induced :  if  a  person  allow 
himself  to-  eool  suddenly  when  he  is  hot, 
his  last  sta'.e  w  ill  be  wjirse  than  his  fin>t. 
Goodlu'i.sk  %v;'l!.i;'2:,  or  dumb  bell-,  or  bat- 
tlcMloro  and  shuttlecock,  0/  skipping,  are 
highly  serviceable.  The  patient  shonid 
be  careful  to  keep  himself  warm  afUrwards, 
or  he  will  catch  cold  upon  cold  till  the 
mobt  serious  clTcets  are  produced. 

INFLUENZA. 

I'his  disease  is  sometimes  epidemic,  and 
then  it  goes  by  the  name  of  inflncnaa. 
Wa  hare  nnmerons  letnms  of  this  epida. 
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mic  catarrh  thn)ui;hout  Europe,  awd  it  ii 
nutcouiiut  dtu  the  human  race,  but  horses, 
docs,  and  oatf, «»  «U  Uibto  to  it. 

Sump! r.ms.— The  symptom'?  arc  usually 
more  serere  than  in  common  catarrh: 
when  Uve  diieue  it  epidemic,  it  is  not  so 
iligbt  aa  wlien  sporadic.  When  epidemic, 
there  is  generally  complete  loss  nf  appe* 
tite,  great  lassitude  and  dcbilitv,  and  a 
tny  aerere  coagh.  It  will  ftttaci  persons 
both  out  uT  doors  and  in  donrs  indi'-crinii 
nately,  and  also  individuals  at  sea.  iSome- 
times  it  affects  every  member  of  a  family  at 
onee,  and  scmMrtimss it  aficctt  them  in  suc- 
cpKsioTi.  There  wa*!  a  very  remarkable  in- 
fluenza in  is^ngiand  in  the  year  1782; 
there  hairing  been  one  in  the  East  Indies 
and  China  in  1780.  It  appeared  to  trarel 
(as  many  epidemics  do)  \vc8tward,  having 
made  its  first  appearance  in  the  east. 
Respecting  that  epidemic^  it  is  mentioned 
that  an  I'ast  Indiamnn  ftln  Atlas)  Irul  Its 
e.'ew  attacked  while  sailing  from  Malacca 
to  Canton;  and  when  it  arrived  at  the 
latter  place,  they  found  that  the  pei^le 
Iiad  all  had  infliicnra  there  about  the  same 
time  that  the  ctcw  had  had  it  at  $ea. 

Diftrmea  of  opinicn  at  to »/«  bang  emte- 
fliotiM. — The  above  was  an  argument  against 
the  disease  being  contapious;  f<ir  if  the 
pt'upie  had  it  out  at  sea,  and  found,  when 
they  arrived  at  a  distant  part,  that  the  in- 
haMtants  had  had  it  about  the  same  rintr, 
it  shews  that  it  mast  have  been  something 
atmospherical,  and  not  anything  com- 
muDicttted  from  man  to  man.  l^erebas 

been  a  g^reat  diOrTence  of  npinimi  n-vpcct- 
ing  the  contagiousness  of  ditlcrcut  luflu* 
enset  some  eontend  that  this  and  that 
inflnenza  is  merely  epideinie,  and  others, 
that  it  is  epidemic  through  its  contagious 
nature.  We  hare  had  epidemics  of  this 
description,  bat  I  never  saw  any  tiling  to 
pialce  me  beli'  vp  thnt  the  disease  was  con- 
tagioiu ;  but  k  should  be  sorry  to  deny  it 
merely  beeanae  the  cases  that  came  nnder 
my  notice  did  not  appear  to  he  so.  You 
will  find,  in  medical  i)o«tkH,  stronij  facts  to 
■hew  that  it  ii*  cunti^(it>UH ;  and  then  there 
are  others,  equally  stirong,  tending  to  shew 
the  contranr ;  i  u^t  as  is  the  caw  now  with 
regard  to  cholera. 

Attada  permm  «f  mli  ages. — The  epidemic 
influenza  attacks  pcitple  of  all  ages,  but 
t  hiUlreii  less  than  others.  It  is  sometime'! 
lata!  Ut  persons  who  hate  chronic  disease 
of  the  enest.  An  iafliieam  Is  snfidant 
to  stir  np  inflnmroatioo  When  it  eaista  in 
any  part  of  ihv  hody. 

i^umtiiwi.— The  disease  Intts,  when  it  is 
not  spidttVic,  but  sporadic,  fn>m  a  fear 
day«;  n  few  weeks  ;  and  when  it  is  strict- 
ly epidemic,  it  generally  continues  for  a 
mw  months. 

CauM  not  lniMni.»Wbat  tht  caiist  of  It 
|S|  I  do  not  know. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  CHEST. 

BRONCHITIS. 

When  inflammation  attarV';  the  air.pas. 
sages  at  large,  and  particularl v  thoee  with- 
in the  chat— the  ifmillcatiotts  of  ih^ 
broTK-lii.f,  and  affects  these  latter  renr  se- 
verely, tlie  disease  is  termed  "  broQchltiSy'* 
— inflammation  of  the  bruuchise. 

This  is  the  most  cpmmon  kind  of  In. 
flanmation  of  the  lungs:  the  fur  sreater 
number  who  have  what  is  called  inflam- 
mation of  the  lungs,  have  inflanunation 
the  ramifieations  of  the  bronchiae,  so  Aai 
there  is  now  nothing  hvRvt]  of  but  bn»n- 
chitis;  whereas  we  fonueriy  used  to  hear 
onlyof{Mienmonia,orperipneumonin.  Bvt 
dnce  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the  t»> 
flammation  whieh  we  every  day  see  re- 
sidtH  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
bronchisB,  the  word  **  rnflammation  ef  tbt 
lunjjs"  has  fallen  into  K -^s  fmjuent 
and  we  have  instead  the  term  "  bmn- 
chitis."  Certainly  one  portion  of  the  sub- 
stance of  the  lungs  is  made  np  of  the 
broncliial  TTiKfs.  and  therefore  the  t<  rni 
**  influHimaiKin  of  tlie  substance  ol  the 
lungs*'  is  very  proper,  beeante  those  tubes 
are  an  integral  part  of  the  luniks. 

General  Svmptim*.  —  Tn  this  affecti«»Ti, 
which  you  see  every  iiuy,  ilie  breathing  is 
quick  Imd  shallow:  to  make  up  for  the 
siiallowness,  the  patient  breathes  quickly. 
If  the  patient  breathe  deeply,  the  mucous 
membrane  is  put  upon  the  stretch  so  much 
that  it  oecasitms  great  uneasiness;  he  Is 
more  comfortxible  by  takintr  a  small  quan> 
tity  of  air  into  the  chest,  but  it  miut  be 
aocompliabcd  more  fireqoently  than  oidl- 

narily.  There  is  a  sense  of  eonstrietion  of 
the  chest,  and  soreness  frequently  about 
the  larger  bronchia?.  It  is  sometimes  dif- 
ficult wt  a  patient  to  Ue  down,  but  in 
other  eases  he  can  do  so  perfectly  well. 
There  is  every  variation  as  to  congtu  In 
some  persons  you  will  see  intense  eough 
tearing  them  :  if  thev  even  turn  a  littlciB 
bed,  it  '^hjjkfs  bronchial  membrane 
sufliciciitiy  to  produce  cough.  Some  can- 
not turn— some  can  searcely  lift  their  ama 
— thry  cannot  produce  so  slight  a  motion 
of  the  chest  as  that  without  experiencing 
congh.  The  cough  of  other  persons  is  by 
no  means  severe;  if  it  be  severe,  people 
arc  eonfine<l  t»»  their  bed,  but  if  not,  the 
motion  of  exercise  of  course  makes  the 
breathing  more  difieult 

From  the  first  there  is  some  expeetora- 
t'on  ;  the  mucous  membrane  cannot  be  !h> 
irritated  without  secreting  more  than  it 
should,  and  this  expeetoration  may  ta. 
cn  n^r  a  vrrv  great  amount.  If  ibc  in- 
flammatiun  become  very  severe,  it  dimi- 
nlshes  again,  but  still  the  patient  has 
more  secretion  than  in  health.  If  a  per. 
son  have  a  very  aetlva  inlUuamatiiin 
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teeretioii  dimiiilalwt,  uul  tben,  when  th« 

disease  declines,  or  dea^cncrates  into  the 
ive  or  atonic  fomii  the  secretion  may 
me  immeiue.  At  fir^t  It  is  thin,  but 
it  loon  becomes  thick,  and  frequently  of  a 
Tery  yellow  colour,  so  as  to  look  almost  like 
pos  i  only  it  ia  very  glutinous,  and  svtnnis  in 
water  for  the  most  part  Ton  id  uy  see  it 
very  blaek,  as  black  as  if  soot  had  been 
mixed  with  it;  but  there  are  various  other 
shades — blue,  green,  yellow,  and  white. 

This  expectoration  is  not  exc^rely 
tenacious;  it  is  certainly  viscid,  but  not 
so  tenacious  as  when  the  air-celis  arc  in- 
flmned.  In  the  latter  aute,  the  matter  is 
so  tenacious^  that  if  a  person  spit  into  a 
vessel  and  turn  it  up,  it  will  not  nin>  bnt 
adhere  to  the  sides. 

From  the  riolenee  of  the  cough  and  the 
congestion,  there  is  nolonger  a  probability 
of  the  disease  affecting  the  mucous  mem- 
brane above.  There  is  headache  (and 
sometimes  very  violent  headache)  when 
the  cough  takes  place,  'f'he  headache  is 
of  that  character,  when  it  exists  at  all, 
that  patients  almost  always  describe  itesa 
splitting  headache;  and  sometimes  there 
is  drowsiness-  Tlu  re  is  i,n*eat  congestion 
in  the  head,  and  a  more  or  less  inflamma- 
tory state. 

Tlir  vu\s"  h  arcelcrated:  yon  mav  have 
itat  100,  or  even  above  that.  Astheinflam. 
nation  affects  a  mncous  membrane,  the 
poise  is  generally  large  and  soft ;  of  course 
It  may  be  hard — there  is  great  variety  in 
these  things—but  for  the  most  part  it  is 
fbll,  and  rather  soft,  or  at  any  rate  not  a 
firm  pulse.  Tliere  is  not  the  softness  of 
debility,  but  u  pulse  of  no  remarkable 
power.  The  skin  is  frequently  dry,  and, 
of  course,  the  tongue  is  dry,  ana  generally 
of  adirtyi'h  white  colour,  a ud  sometimes 
it  is  covered  with  a  great  deal  of  mucus. 
The  skin  for  the  most  part  is  hot,  and  now 
and  then  you  see  perscms  s>veat  riolently. 
The  face  too  shew«5  great  congestion;  ge- 
neral congestion  urobably  takes  place,  for 
In  many  eases  tnere  is  drowsiness  and 
headache,  and  there  is  likewise  redness  and 
fulness  of  the  face.  At  the  moment  of 
coughing  you  sec  the  veins  of  the  temples 
and  neck  greatly  distende<1,  and  the  wnole 
face  become  turgid.  If  the  disease  jjo 
from  bad  to  worse,  the  patient  cannot  lie 
down  at  id!  $  his  face  becomes  Urld,  lirom 
tfie  congestion;  the  lips  become  purple; 
and  I  have  seen  the  face  become  raUIy 
black— of  such  a  hue,  that  I  could  not 
hare  bdiered  it  had  been  the  result  of 
bronchitis  if  T  had  had  it  represented  to 
me— as  dark  as  when  a  patient  has  taken 
nitrate  of  silver  to  a  great  amount,  or  there 
hss  been  a  communication  between  the 
two  vcntriflrs  nf  the  heart.  'ITie  pulse  at 
last  becomes  weaker  and  soUer,  and  at  the 
very  Ust  rennieiilar;  the  surface  becomes 


blue,  aiul  both  the  forehead  and  ehin  are 

bedewed  v^ith  ;i  <  M  ( liiTi'.nn  jTf  rspiration. 
In  this  state  of  things  the  expectoration 
becomes  very  scanty,  or  ceases  altogether, 
not  because  it  is  not  secreted,  bnt  the  pa- 
tient is  too  weak  to  expectorate  it,  so  that 
he  is  almost  drowned  inwardly  by  mucus. 
In  cases  which  are  left  to  themselves,  or 
ba<lly  treated,  it  is  said  that  about  the 
fifth  or  sixth  (lay  dyspncea  comes  on,  which 
is  followed  by  death. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  improvement  take 
place,  the  constriction  is  rPTrtnvcrl  ;  the 
cough  is  not  much  diminished,  but  it  does 
not  nurt  the  patient  as  it  did ;  there  Is  co- 
pious expeetomtion  ;  the  pulse  becomsa 
slower  nv(\  'softer,  without  however  becom- 
ing  so  soli  as  in  health;  the  surface  per- 
spires, and  the  tonfoe  becomes  moist ;  stlU, 
if  the  ca-^e  be  severe,  there  is  a  disehuga 
of  stuff  \\  hich  appears  puriform. 

In  other  cases  the  patient  neither  gets 
well  nor  dies,  and  ttien  there  is  considera* 
blc  cxpectorntion;  still  the  pulse  is  kept 
up,  and  still  it  ia  hard.  In  conseijuenee 
off  he  cough  he  does  not  gain  strength,  but 
perhaps  becomes  more  and  more  ema- 
ciated ;  he  has  night  sweats,  and  at  the 
end  of  many  months  he  may  die,  or  get  all 
tmt  well,  and  then  when  he  is  exposed  to 
n  rommnn  r  nM,  he  may  Imvr  difhculty  of 
breathing  and  more  or  Ic^s  brtmchitis,  so 
that  some  persons  who  have  been  ill  will 
never  be  able  to  get  through  a  winter  with- 
out nn  nf  tack  of  asthma— that  iSysbOTtneis 
ot  brealhiiig. 

AmtitUuumy  si^n»— eeripiif  fuKlo.— -Besides 
these  symjitoms,  however,  there  are  others 
which  may  be  learnrd  by  the  ear.  If  you 
listen  to  the  cliest  ul  a  lieaithy  person,  yott 
hear  at  every  infqsiration  and  expiration  a 
slight  murmuring,  and  this  is  called  the 
rc$piratorif  murmur.  If  you  listen  to  the 
Imthlng'  of  a  dlild,  yon  And  it  louder 
than  in  adults,  so  that  it  has  derived  the 
name  of  jmnite  respiration,  to  distinguish 
it  from  the  respiration  of  adults,  on  ac- 
count of  tile  dirimnce  of  sound  with  which 
it  is  accompanied.  T  believe  thi^  arises 
from  the  fact,  that  there  are  a  greater  num- 
ber of  air  cells  in  children,  in  proportion 
to  the  sise  of  the  lnng%  than  there  are  in 
adults. 

Now  if  the  tubes  through  which  the  air 
passes  are  altered  in  diameter,  or  tiiere  are 

more  c<uitentsin  them  thanusual — ifinstead 
of  being  moistened  there  be  nn  abundance 
of  mucus,  and  mucus  of  a  different  consis- 
tence to  what  it  nsoally  is,  yuu  must  sap- 
pri-^r  that  then'  would*  be  a  ditfcrcuce  of 
sound  from  that  which  ia  observed  ia 
health.  As  bronchitis  is  an  Inflammation 
of  the  inner  surface  of  these  tulies,  you  ne. 
ce^sarily  have  n  ver%'  different  sound  in 
this  disease  from  what  there  is  in 
health.  If  you  listen  over  the  part  that 
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ift  iuHamtd,  )ou  hear,  instead  of  tlic  na 
tun)  uronnvr,  a  sound  both  loudtr  and 
lougher  tlian  natural;  an<l  if  the  inflam- 
matiou  b«  vety  great,  jou  then  have  the 
■Ottpd  to  loud  and  ron^  as  to  Ve  a  moring 
MNind,  aa  if  iome  little  animal  were  fluir> 
ing.  'riiat  is  called  tho  noiw  of  ji»»f?m»«s 
roijdration,  or  rattle ;  »»r  some  vhiiose  to 
nse  tbe  Latin  word  rhonthtu ;  and  some  sav 
ru/f,  and  would  not  say  raide  for  the  world, 
because  it  i.s  nt>t  scientific.  However,  you 
have  a  rough  snoring  .sound,  something 
like  the  bass  string  of  an  instrument.  Be 
siflf^  tbnt,  \<m  frequently  have  a  shrill 
Manid— a  squeaking  or  shrill  sound,  some- 
thing like  the  chirpingof  a  bird,  ai»dthat  is 
termed  sibilout  rattle.  It  is  frequently  slirill, 
like  the  noise  made  by  a  trrnsshopper.  One 
or  both  of  these  phenouu  iia  we  constantly 
obst-rve.  Of  course  you  do  not  heartham 
all  ovrr  the  chest,  but  only  at  those  parts 
where  the  tubes  are  affected. 

There  ii  anoliher  ]>eculiar  eircmnstance 
in  this  affection,  via.  that  all  at  once,  while 
vn  nrv  li'^triiing,  yon  will  occasionally 
tiud  ihe  Miund  entirely  cease ;  and  if  yua 
continne  to  listen,  yon  hear  it  again  as  be- 
fore,  I'T  if  you  niake  the  person  miiRli,  yon 
then  hear  tlte  sound  of  rebpirstion  again. 
Now  this  is  peculiar  to  this  disease,  nnd 
it  axises,  it  is  supposed,  firon  a  laife  tabe 
becoming  obstructed  by  mucus— bee«> in itii,'^ 
intenialij  temporarily'  obstructed  by  mu- 
cus, so  that  its  laiDifieatiaiiB  get  no  air, 
and,  of  course,  if  the  mucus  be  removed, 
the  air  enters  as  beforr  If  you  rver  find 
the  sound  of  respiratiun  cease  la  a  part,  if 
^ou  onlv  make  the  patient  congh,  that  is 
generally  sufficient  tn  divlod-r  ihv  mucn«, 
and  tJie  respiration  retum.H.  i  hin  is  called 
bjMLaenncc  a  pathognomonic  sign  of  this 

If  YOU  strike  over  the  chest,  in  old  per- 
sons uiurc  e«peciallv ,  with  the  intervention 
of  some  solid  body,  you  have  a  hollow 
sound.  The  sound  is  much  increa5e<I  if  a 
piece  of  ivory  be  laid  on  the  chest,  instead 
of  striking  the  bare  chest.  If  yon  strike 
with  the  fingers,  you  have  a  loud  sound ; 
but  a  piece  of  ivory  is  one  of  the  best 
things  you  can  employ. 

Now  when  yon  have  hydro-thotmx,  or 
a  deposition  in  llu-  Inngs,  of  course 
if  you  strike  the  part,  in  lieu  nf  a  hol- 
low vou  have  a  dcail  iM>uud,  as  if  you 
struck  the  shoulder  or  thig^  In  bron- 
chiti.s  the  snTind  on  percussion  is  not 
altered;  if  you  hthke  over  everv  part  of 
the  cfa^t,  you  find  it  sound  as  ui  nealth. 
At  the  very  moment  even  at  which  you 
may  cease  to  hear  respiration  nt  one  part, 
if  you  strike  that  part  you  still  hear  a  ittd- 
low  sound,  and  for  this  season— although 
respiration  h  n«)t  ^nin,::  on.  th*  re  is  aiir 
there ;  there  is  no  fluid  collected,  nu  tolidi 
fication  of  the  lui^s,  but  the  air  is  there 


much  as  it  is  in  health,  and  theref(Me  4m 
striking  jon  have  the  nataml  hdlow 

sound. 

Now  you  have  this  wheezing,  as  we  csdl 
it  in  English,  not  onty  when  the  person  ia 
speaking,  but  in  a  mueli  more  marked  de- 
gree when  he  is  eout(h  in  q;.  If  you  have  a 
doubt  about  the  nature  of  the  disease,  us  to 
whether  it  is  bronchitis  or  not,  becaaae  TOti 
do  not  hi  ar  a  ^v^li  <  zing  in  tlie  chest,  <^i:rTt 
as  sonorous  or  sibilous  rattle,  if  you  maJLe 
the  patient  cough,  yon  nay  th»  taU  the 
nature  of  the  case  to  a  certain^.  la 
coniibirtii:  there  is  generally  a  more  violent 
respiration,  and  as  soon  as  von  produce 
that,  it  win  have  the  desired  effect ;  and 
therefore,  if  you  he  not  quite  sure  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  eom]>laint,  it  is  always  well 
to  make  the  patient  cough.  Yuu  will  ako 
frequently  find  this  dieeaae  at  the  back  and 
root  o!  the  lungs  when  yon  will  not  find  it 
any  where  else.  In  that  situation  continu- 
alfy,  both  in  respiration  and  in  eonghingy 
sonorous  and  sibilous  rattles  are  heara, 
when  they  are  heard  n<>  uhere  else. 

For  the*  purpose  of  listeuiug  to  the  chest, 
in  ofder  to  hear  these  things,  some  employ 
the  naked  ear,  but  it  appe«r<  to  mr  tliat  it 
would  bebetti  r  to  employ  the  intervention 
of  a  foreign  bub^itance — of  a  piece  of  wood. 
I  think  if  you  only  enipl<»y  the  ear,  jon 
niT>nnt  come  on  every  part  of  tlie  chest 
frequently  as  you  wish,  and  it  is  not  m> 
convenient.  If  the  patient  be  a  yotmg 
lady,  and  you  be  a  young  gentleman,  per- 
haps mnmma  will  n(^t  l)e  plea'sed  at  you 
laying  vou r  ear  on  the  daughter'^  bosom; 
and  if  the  patient  he  a  gneasy  old  fellow  in 
the  hospital,  you  wotiH  not  like  it  T']inn 
the  whole,  therefore,  I  think  it  much  liei- 
ter  to  employ  a  piece  of  wood. 

I  do  not  think  that  pettons  who  use  ibm 
ear  »>iilv,  do  so  well  as  others.  I  hav^ 
known  such  persons  give  extraordinary 
opinions;  and  a  great  many  of  them  warn 
not  eapalde  of  sayinu;  which  instrument  is 
the  best-  When  you  listen  to  tlie  sounds 
of  re«pinitiun,  it  is  always  best  to  take  out 
tbe  plug,  and  it  is  advisable  to  have  the 
hollow  extremity  placed  on  the  chest,  for 
llie  sound  is  mudi  increased  by  it.  There 
are  instances  in  whidi  yon  expect  an  ex- 
cavation, and  yon  must  Uien  put  on  tlua 
top.  T  need  not  say  that,  in  most  in- 
NtaiieeK,  persons  can  tell  a  case  of  bron- 
diitit  without  this,  hnt  sometimes  you 
cannot.  Sornetimcs  a  y)atient  will  breathe 
quick,  and  tlie  pulse  will  be  quick,  and 
yet  you  are  at  a  loss  to  say  what  the  dis- 
ease is.  Sometimes  I  have  known  it  diffi- 
cult tn  ^■:\\  whether  the  r1i<=»  ;\^e  was  in  the 
chest  or  not^  whereas,  by  li.Htening  to  the 
ehest,  and  making  the  patient  oreatha 
quickly  and  cough,  the  diseane  has  been 
made  fairly  out.  If  you  listen  to  tlie  re> 
sitinitiou  in  a  case  where  you  supposo 
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Uiere  i*  bronchitis,  it  is  rij^ht  to  make  tlie  dered,  and,  in  a  tropical  climate,  viti- 

patient  breatiie  as  quick  as  yon  can,  aud  ated  bile  m&y  be  looked  u|)ou  as  one  of 
yoa  will  then  bear  the  soundx  more  dis.  pramiiient.   In  liw  hodtbT 

tincUy ;  it  causes  still  more  full  rcspira-  gj^^^  hepatic  secratic».  It  pMMt 

Uon.   Ifjou  make  him brwitbe something  ^i^,,^  tj,^  mucou8  mem- 

bettroen  «  emnmon  respimtion  and  a  ^^^^^  ^  j,,.  i^t^^tj^^^  without  exciting 
cough.  It  answers  very  well.    It  is  nght  ,   ^         ,    •  ..  „  '.lJ!. 

to  mnl<.  ])im  fetch  ad^ep  inspiration eveiy         sensaUoii ;  but  any  deviauon  either 

now  aiid  then.  *^  '  M  OUaatltT  OT  «pwllty,  is 

  wlw'™  V  awifderof  the  bowels  and 

"~         ~  — —  accompanympf  nn«'nsiness;  this  mu  usi- 

PRACTlCAL  UEMARKS  uess  Tarics  iu  deg^rce,  fn)m  the  truubicut 

ON  ^pi^S*  ^      excruciating  and  alraott 

DYSENTERY  con^taut  pain:  often,  indMd,  have  pa- 
tients, in  expressing  to  me  their  sufffT- 

Br  T.  Spence,  o2c1  Regiment.  ings,  used  Dr.  Jolnison's  words—*'  that 

  thej  felt  as  if  boiiiiig  lead  were  paitsing 

DvsENTEBY  is  a  disease  conspicuous  thiougrh  tbe  bowela.**  Tbia  irritatkm 

amonff  those  of  onrarmieB,  moat  fiital  to  cannot  exist  long  without  exciting  m- 

Eniopeaiia  itsiding  in  a  tropical  clime,  flMmTnntmn,  whvh  nmst,  if  unsubdued, 

nm!  «mp  upon  which  much  professifmal  terminate  in  ulceration.    It  is  cunous 

dittbrt  ncc  of  opinion  exists :  whence  it  tl»at  the  large  intestines  should  suffer 

would  seem  to  be  a  subject  eminently  moat,a»itwcrebntnataralto  suppose  that 

deserving  tbe  attention  of  the  patholr)gist  the  smaller  part  of  the  canal,  receiving 

In  the  present  paper  it  sh.ill  be  my  t^'f  imiiression  first,  would  }»o  fuore  lia- 

f'Tid^^Mvonr  to  ponrtrtn',  in  a  clear  and  ble  to  be  aHected  ;  this,  however,  is  not 

simnie  niauuer,  the  causes,  symptoms,  the  case:  it  is  probably  in  eonseqneace 

pathology,  and  tieatment  of  djsenterf,  of  the  secretions  having  a  more  rafwl 

80  far  as  1  am  enabled  to  do  it  from  per.  transit  through  tlie  duodenum,  jejunum, 

sonal  obser>ation.  ^nd  ileum;  or  this  tluid,  like  some  pur- 

Howsoevcr  the  disease  may  be  c(nn  j,'Titives— for  instance,  aloes— may^  act 

5 Heated  bv  the  functional  or  structural  specifically  upon  the  large  intestines, 

isordcrof  other  organs, dysentery  can-  Cpon  investigaUng  the  hisKny  ofdy- 

not  exist  without  uiflammation  of  the  sentcric  i>ati-!)N,  it  will  off^n  hr..  found, 

mucous  membrane  of  the  larfre  intes.  that,  a  short  time  after  arrival  m  India, 

tinef«,  Willi  or  without  ulceration.    This  the  patient  felt  languid  and  heavy,  with 

sute  may  be  induced  by  a  varietf  of  occasional  headaohe  and  giddmeBS,  loss 

causes,  which,  having  once  exeited  the  of  appetite,  and  a  fool  tongue,  and 

^fi^B—  may  either  subside  or  continiir  pins  or  cramps  in  the  calves  of  the 

their  o|veration.    The  first  class  are  irri-  legs;  he  was  then  seized  with  violent 

taimg  matters  applied  to  the  inner  sur-  purging  of  bilious  matter,  the  evacoa* 

face  of  the  intesttnes,  and,  by  their im.  tiona  being  incessant  and  accompanied 

mediate  contact,  excitinginaanimatlon :  with  severe  griping  and  tenesmus, 

amonn-st  flv  sr  mnv  he  eiuinifratcd  viti-  This  state  having  subsided  often  with- 

-Atr(]  Eile,  indigestible  or  un\\ hulcsome  out  application  to  medical  means,  tlie 

aliments,  drasSc  purgatives,  retained  indivWnal  felt  perfectly  well,  and  con- 

scybala,  and  an  impure  atmosphere,  tinued  so  for  some  time,  but  again  had 

The  second  are  those  whereby  an  excess  a  like  attack ;  which,  however,  not  sub- 

of  M  ood  is  determined  to  part-*  probably  siding  so  easily,  he  is  obliged  to  report 

predisposed :  they  are  violent  mental  himiiell'  perhaps.  After  having  obseived 

emotions,  and  the  aiiplicalion  of  oold  to  the  evacuations  mixed  with  bkod,  surely 

tbe  Borfaee  of  the  body.   Tbe  third  in  such  cases  as  these  there  can  be  no 

class  consiste  of  mechani  al  nL^fructinn  possibility  of  mistaking  the  cause  and 

io  the  return  of  blood  from  ih<  ii:it  s-  pathology  of  the  disease, 
tines,  by  means  of  visceral  disorgaui-     Indigestible  and  unwholesome  alim«its 

sation:  <bcse  causes  operating  in  dif-  are,  either  in  Europe  or  India,  a  most  fer-  . 

ferent  degrees,  produce  effects  vary-  tile  source  of  dysentery.  Within  this  di- 

inn-    from    simple   diarrhcca  to  eoiu  vision  may  be  enumerated  a  multitude  of 

firnied  and  fatal  dysentery.    Examples  powerful  agents,  some  of  which  wroduee 

are  not  wanting  to'  illustrate  the  iuflu-  the  effect  immediately,  whilst  others  are 

enoe  of  these  various  causes  in  prodnc  more  slow,  but  not  less  sure  in  effecting 

ing  tbe  disease  at  present  to  be  consi*  disorganisation.    Shell-fish,  fruit,  and 
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vegetables,  c&u  scarcely  be  taken  by 
certain  constitutions,  at  particular  pe- 
riods, witboot  pfodueiiiff  frequent  purg- 
ing.  There  are  many  persons  who  tat 
pimilrirlv  affected  by  fermented  {i»|iinrs, 
even  taken  in  moderate  quantities*: 
thus  a  glass  of  beer,  or  whiskey,  will 
often  pnrge  an  individual  five  or  six 
times ;  should  they,  however,  be  taken 
to  excess,  the  effect  is  both  more  severe 
and  of  longer  duration.    The  water  of 

Krdcnlw  piaees  has,  in  aU  times,  been 
own  to  cause  bowel  oomplainte,  and 
every  j^rnrrifloner  must  have  met  with 
cases  siniiiar  to  one  which  occurred  in 
my  practice  very  lately.  An  officer  and 
Ins  fsniihf,  in  lodgings,  were  aU  at- 
tacked in  one  nigbt  with  diarrhoea, 
which,  on  investigation,  was  found  to 
have  arisen  from  the  water  they  had 
drunk ;  the  tendency  of  which  to  pro- 
duce this  effect  having  been  previously 
observed  by  the  people  of  tne  house, 
they  bad  lonnf  abstaitud  from  using-  it, 
bttt  improperly  neglected  to  report  it  to 
mj  friend,  who,  learning  by  experience 
only,  used  water  afterwards  from  a  more 
wholesome  spring-,  hth?  his  family  had 
no  repetition  of  the  attaok.  Drastic 
purges,  in  the  hands  uf  the  uimkilful 
or  careless  practitioner,  are  frequentlj 
die  cause  of  violent  inflamniation  of  the 
mucous  nu*iii?>rr)nc  of  the  iTife>^t7nes ; 
and  I  have  more  than  once  had  to  lament 
the  efiect  of  those  I  have  administered 
myself.  1  remember  once  having  given 
to  a  gentleman  a  scruple  of  calomel, 
W'hich  in(bu'«-d  a  \iolrnt  aHark  of  dv- 
sentcry.  and  il  was  »*cvcrai  days  hefore 
I  ooiuo  subdue  the  irritatiott  of  the 
bowels.  The  same  eHect  fiillowed  a 
dose  of  calomel  and  two  ounces  of  salts, 
wliich  were  jjHven  tn  a  friend  of  miue 
the  other  day  by  a  druggist. 

Although  it  is  stated  by  a  high 
aathoftty,  "  that  those  who  talk  of 
scybala  in  the  rohm  beinnf  a  cause  of 
dysentery,  know  little  of  the  disease," 
I  am  not  afraid  to  declare  tliat  I  have 
seen  many  cases  in  which  this  retention 
had  excited  the  inflammation ;  but 
crrtainly  these  scybala  are  generally 
e3:peile(l  long  before  the  fatal  tennins- 
tion,  and  they  are  not  to  be  demoDttrated 
-  by  the  knife  of  the  dissector. 

The  last  division  of  the  first  class  of 
causes  is  an  impure  atmosphere  :  this  I 
suspect  to  be  one  more  frct^uendy  in  ope- 
ration than  is  usually  imagined;  we  have 
a  familiar  example  of  its  effect  in  the 
repeated  attacks  to  which  students  are 
liable  whilst  attending  th«  dissecting- 


rooms.  To  bouie,  this  forms  a  serious 
obstruction  to  the  prosecution  of  tlMir 
studies,  Ibr  scarcely  can  tbej  hvealhe 

the  tainted  atmosphere  but  they  aie 
seized  with  dysetitpry  of  the  most  severe 
description.  I  had  repeated  occasion  to 
remark,  whibt  in  India,  the  in6uence 
of  a  vitiated  atmosphere  as  a  cause  of 
dysentery.  At  Colabah,  which  is  a 
small  neck  of  land  boundt-d  on  one  &idt 
by  the  harbour  of  Bombay  and  on  the 
other  by  the  sea,  there  is  a  large  bar- 
rack, where  his  Majesty's  regimeiit,  oa 
duty  at  the  Pi  <  vidcucy  of  Bombay,  is 
generally  quartered.  The  buildinL'.s 
occupied  by  tlie  soldiers  cou^iat  oi  a 
long  range  of  pendals  running  north 
annsouth,  to  the  rear  of  which  are  the  pti- 
vies.  During  th«^  -.^^rinir  tides,  all  ne- 
cessary impurities  were  removed  by  the 
sea  at  high  water,  but  during  the  neap 
tides,  when  there  is  a  less  ebb  and  flow, 
the  water  did  not  reach  sufficiently  high  ; 
and  t))!!"^  au  extensive  surface  of  swamp 
and  lilth  was  left  exposed  to  the  vapo- 
rising influence  of  a  burning  sun,  where^ 
by  a  most  loathsome  and  pestiferous  at- 
mosphere was  generated,  >\hicli  was 
l)lo\vn  directly  upon  the  barrackii  when- 
ever the  acn  breeze  set  in .  So  struug 
was  this  dimsting  odour  on  some  occa- 
sions, that  the  rooms  were  only  toleiaUe 
when  all  the  windows  on  that  side  werr 
closed.  I  am  satisfied  that  this  malaria 
was  powerfully  instrumental  in  filling 
our  hospital,  and  being  fatal  to  a  num- 
ber of  men.  A  moist,  and  at  the  same 
time  heated,  atmosphere,  is  one  parti- 
cularly liable  to  produce  dysentery,  and 
it  often  gives  rise  to  a  form  of  a  parti- 
cnlsily  dangerous  character.  It  has, 
and  vcryproperlv  may  be  called  scorbutic 
dysentery  ;  it  will  g-enerally  be  met  with 
on  board  ships^  or  in  insular  situations 
within  the  tr^ics. 

The  second  class  of  causes  are  those 
which  excite  dysentery  by  determin- 
ing an  excess  of  blooci  to  the  mucous 
membranes  of  the  intestines  j  and  al- 
though it  may  be  difficult  to  prove 
how  it  is,  we  cannot  deny  that  mental 
emotions  hijvr,  iji  some  constitutions, 
a  direct  intluvncc  upon  the  functioiu 
both  of  the  Madder  and  intestines. 
Amongst  these  emotions  may  be  enume- 
rated  fear  and  anxiety  :  the  former  has 
so  lonir  br«-n  observed,  tliat  it  is  almost 
proverbial;  and,  during  the  late  epide- 
nde  cholera,  many  cases  have  been  dia- 
tinetly  traced  to  fear ;  and  I  know  many 
persons  who  never  undergo  much  anx- 
iety of  mind  without  iu  being  accom- 
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panied  hy  jsireat  irritation  of  the  bowels 
and  frequent  pitr^-iug  ;  thereCore  it  is  fit 
that  these  should  be  enumerated  amongst 
tlie  causes  of  d tMntery.  The  tj>]pl&u 
tion  of  cold  to  the  surface  can,  without 
much  difficulty,  be  d e m on rated  to  bo 
an  cxcJfinn'  cause  of  dvsonterv.  In  a 
tropicui  climate,  tiie  cuLaueouM  capillary 
tjvtem  is  highly  excited,  and  the  body 
n  in  a  constant  state  of  perspiration, 
from  the  usual  tenipernture  of  tbe  nt 
mospbere,  which,  boivever,  Ls  liable  to 
the  most  extreme  rariations ;  and  there- 
fbre  an  J  indiTidoal  who,  from  neceasity 
or  imprudence,  may  be  exposed  to  these 
vicissitudes,  will  become  chilled,  the 
blood  will  recede  from  the  external  to 
tbe  internal  mneoui  membraines,  and 
tbns  aplediofa  is  induced,  which  may, 
Tinv,  often  dnr^;,  terminate  in  inflannna- 
tion.  Dysentery  is  frequently  contract- 
ed by  soldiers  from  this  cause.  In  In- 
dia the  flfnard.rooms  are  often  small  fiir 
tbenomberof  menondnty,  orunder  con- 
finement, and,  to  remain  ni^i  lr.  tikiv  fie 
exceedingly  hot  and  oppressive ;  and 
soldiers  being  persons  who,  if  not 
watobed,  seldom  conmilt  more  tban  too- 
mentary  convenience,  are  ttinptrd  to 
throw  tnemselves  on  a  bench  outbid .  nnd 
sleep  that  part  of  the  night  they  arc  not 
on  sentrr  :  by  this  impradence  thev 
take  colcf  and  awake  shivering,  which 
is  often  followed  by  considerable  feyer 
and  dysentery'.  During  the  monsoon  or 
rai  iiy  season ,  too,  the  men  su  flerdrcad  I  ul  ly 
from  ^  complaint,  induced  hy  wet 
feet  and  clothes;  itwin^r  almost  impos- 
sible, at  that  season  of  the  year,  for  a 
sentry  to  go  from  the  guani-room  to  his 
post  without  being  wet  through,  and  in 
tbia  state  he  ia  to  remain  twenty-fonr 
hours.  I  knew  one  officer,  command- 
ing a  r<'o-;i„f>i,t  in  India  notorio!i>;  fcr 
its  healthy  slat**,  and  the  precautions 
wUeb  be  took  were  aKke  creditable  to 
bit  intelligence  and  bomanity :  he  had 
gravel  walks  laid  in  every  direction,  be- 
tween the  different  offices  of  tbe  bar- 
racks, so  that  the  men  were  less  likely 
to  get  w«t  leet;  he  bad  fires  or  stores 
kept  on  in  the  looms,  for  tlte  purpose  of 
dr5'in<jf  the  clothes  and  airiu"-  the  apart- 
ments ;  in  fact  be  neglected  no  means, 
even  tlie  most  trifling,  in  order  to  save 
bis  men,  and  he  bad  liis  rewaid. 

The  third  class  of  causes  are  of 
much  importance  in  tbe  pathoIo«ry 
and  treatment  of  dysentery ;  and  in 
the  consideration  or  thb  class  it  will 
be  neceasaiy   to  refer  to  anatomy 


and  physiology,  tbe  only  sure  bases  of 
medical  knowledire  As  we  thereby 
learn  that  ail  the  blood  returning  from 
tbe  inlestineB  muit  past  tbrongb  tbe 
minuto  ttmetare  of  me  liver  by  means 
of  tbe  TfTia  portfr,  it  cannot  be  douViti  d 
that,  if  tliis  orf,Mn  be  fHspa^«"d  eith<'r 
functionally  or  organiculiv,  il  mu^t  ob- 
stroct  tbe  progress  of  tbe  "blood  from  tbe 
intMiines  to  me  heart ;  and  thus  it  is 
evident,  that  wh^  tj  ther  *  exists  in  the 
liver  any  engorgement  of  its  difl'erent 
vessels,  any  raflammatory  depodtions, 
or  extenstre  collections  of  matter,  it 
must  cause  a  simultaneous  jjirthora  of 
the  vessels  of  the  fntfstines  :  indeed, 
the  merest  tyro  will  perceive,  that  to 
obatniot  tbe  cirenlatimi  must  cause  in. 
flamraaUon  to  tbe  part  below  the  impe- 
diment. However,  the  grand  and  chief 
cause  of  dysenten'  to  the  soldier  is 
dninkemi^,  for  lu  iiM  train  follow  a 
bost  of  other  evils :  in  tbe  lint  place, 
the  spirit  itself  aeti  powerfully  upon  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  intestines, 
frequently  producing  violent  vomiting 
and  purging ;  as  that  which  this  class 
of  persona  mitain  is  generally,  from  its 
cheapness,  of  the  very  worst  descrip- 
tion, en!isi\ting  either  ••f  nrw  aiTuck  or 
rum,  according  to  the  station.  Besides, 
it  IB  more  tban  likely  that  tbe  fellow, 
when  drunk,  will  throw  himself  on  the 
ground,  where,  hrMnrr  tlr  jiri^Ttl  nf'  Inro- 
motion,  he  n m  iiii^  e.xposed  u»  tlie  iii^ht 
wind  and  heav  y  dew,  both  of  which  are 
in  tbe  highest  degree  prejudicial;  and 
lastly,  drmkittg  is  sure,  either  in  one 
climate  or  anotber,  to  produce  disease  of 
the  liver. 

Tlie  symptoms  of  dysentery  ate  evi- 
dent, and  impossible  to  be  mistaken  for 
any  other  complaint.  The  only  diffi- 
enttv  i'<  to  decide  upon  tlu'  ]>ntholon'ic 
condition  of  the  organs  implicated : 
first,  as  to  the  state  of  tbe  \Wtr%  and, 
secondly,  whether  or  not  ulceration  of 
the  intt -^tiTir-s  <'xists.  The  patient,  on 
presenting  himself  at  the  hosjiital,  usu 
ally  reports,  that  for  a  day  or  two,  or 
longer,  bta  iMwels  bare  been  much  re- 
teed;  that  now  his  calls  to  the  rear  are 
incessant  and  ineffectual — he  i"  strained 
very  much,  and  passes  nothing  but 
slime  and  blood ;  that  he  is  no  sooner 
away  tban  ob%ed  to  return;  be  is 
mucn  griped,  and  has  severe  pain  in 
the  hypogastric  reffioTi :  t]f<>  ^kiti  is  dry 
and  harsh ;  the  pulse  muck  and  soA : 
the  tongue  foul  and  white,  with  red 
edges,  or  now  and  then  red  points  sbin- 
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ing  through  the  white  ooatinj^.  The 
iifiiie  ia  flcmnty ,  and  the  bladder  irritable. 

In  some  cases  the  eraciiatiniif^  are  copi. 
out,  fluid,  and  of  a  brown  colour,  like 
brick-duitt  and  water;  in  otbersi,  iutle 
but  clotted  blood  is  passed,  mixed  with 
mucus;  small  pairticles  of  lymph,  in 
thin  flakes,  will  he  often  found  floating 
iu  the  vessel,  as  also  a  quantity  of 
curdy  matter.  Occasionally  lar^e 
sloughs,  hein;:^  thrown  off  from  the  in- 
testines, are  found  amougst  tbe  orsca- 
ations;  it  almost  invari«V>1v  happens 
that  what  is  passed  is  particularly  Icetid. 
A  ?ery  short  time  is  sufficient  for  a  per- 
son, previously  robust,  to  be  greatly 
emnciatod  hy  this  disease  ;  the  constant 
pain,  straining,  and  deprivation  of  sleep, 
independent  of  the  evacuations,  have 
a  most  debilitating  influence.  There  ia 
Ipsnerally  great  tenderness,  on  pressure, 
m  one  or  both  the  inguinal  rp'_rinn<^ ;  in* 
faet,  even  without  i)ressnre,  the  patient 
complains  much  oi  tlie  lower  part  of  the 
abdomen.  There  is  abo,  in  some  cases, 
pain  in  the  region  of  the  liver.  As  die 
disease  advances,  tlie  stoninrh  often  be- 
comes irritable,  and  vouiuiug  in  added 
to  the  other  distressing  symptoms ;  the 
skin,  towards  the  dose,  oAen  ceases  to 
be  dry,  hut  is  covered  by  a  cold  clammy 
perspirafinit.  which  stands  in  hi«r  dnips 
upon  the  iace  and  forehead,  apparently 
forced  out  by  the  strabinj^  ana  paiii* 

The  duration  of  this  disease  depends 
M|M>u  its  violence  and  the  previous 
Ntrcugtl)  of  the  patient,  and  upuu  the 
treatment  adopted.  I  have  known  some 
ncrsoos  to  die  in  three  days,  and  others 
last  as  many  weeks  ana  months  after 
their  adniissidn  into  the  hr»s|iifMl.  When 
I  was  first  hhewn  the  intci>tines  of  a 
man  who  bad  died  after  ten  days*  ill. 
ness,  I  could  scarcely  credit  that  such 
immense  alteration  of  structure  could 
have  taken  place  in  so  short  a  time  ; 
but  I  vtsis  afterwards  convinced  by  ex- 
perience that  the  disease  often  either 
runs  a  reij  rafiid  course,  or  that  it  ex. 
ists  tn  .1  very  threat  extent  without  the 
patient  having  any  evidence  thereof. 
It  is  the  more  quickly  fatal  in  cases 
where  the  peritoneal  coat  of  the  intes- 
tines becomes  inflamed  :  this,  indeed,  is 
a  very  general  fircile.  Tn  •iomp  in^taiK't^ 
it  is  induced  by  the  intlammatiou  cum- 
muaicating  from  one  coat  to  another, 
and  thereby  causing  considerable  thicL* 
ening ;  in  others,  the  throe  coats  being 
ulcerated  throui^fi,  the  contents  of  the 
canal  escape  mto  the  cavity  of  the  ah- 


dbmen.    PerltoMal  inflnaimnlion  ao- 

pervening,  the  dywnterie  patient  quieUy 

dies. 

The  signs  of  this  atf*  ( lion  are  extreme 
tenderness  of  the  abdomen,  with  jgieat 
distention;  ibe ]»alse quick,  small, and 
hard;  and  retention  ofunne,  which,  by 
thp  \yi\r,  is  ahvavs  a  fatal  symptom  in 
this  disease,  so  far  as  ray  observation 
goes.  The  rapidity  with  which  death 
takes  place  in  cases  of  this  deaeriptimi 
wu  illustrated  in  the  seho<^aster  ser- 
geant of  the  sixth  regiment  Ho  ha<! 
been  ailing  for  some  time  (as  was  Icamt 
afler  his  death),  but  not  blinking  It 
worth  while  to  complain,  continued  bin 
occupation  till  he  was  attacked  with 
violent  pain  in  the  abdomen,  and  in- 
cessant vomiting.  Notwithstandmg 
CTCiy  effort  was  made,  he  died  in  thice 
boors  after  his  admisucii  into  hospital. 
On  examinatit>Ti,  several  tilcers  were 
found  in  the  colon,  one  of  which  had 
perforated  the  peritoneal  coat,  whereby 
a  higb  desree  of  peritonitis  was  quickly 
excited.  The  combination  of  ulceration 
of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  intes- 
tines with  a  scorbutic  state  of  the  €ob> 
stitutiou,  is  a  disease  wlnoh  detnands 
the  utmost  attention,  bodi  on  the  part 
of  the  physician  and  patient.  The 
symptoms  are  an  emaciated  sallow- 
countenance;  a  harsh,  dry  skin,  often 
oorered  with  purple  blotcbes;  a  KtM 
colour  of  t^  mteguments  of  die  lovrer 
<'vtremities;  a  red  tremulous  ton  erne ; 
sponjifv  livid  {junis,  which  bleed  on  the 
bHghtest  toucii ;  htemorrhage  from  the 
nose;  flabby  ill-conditiMMM  nioeia  of 
the  legs,  and  great  debility;  the  e«<n-' 
cuations  generally  containing  a  larjf** 
quantity  of  blood  ;  witli  other  symptoms 
which  usually  attend  dysenteric  cases. 

Dissection  revealii  tne  nature  of  tfato 
disease,  if  any  doubt  could  previously 
liave  existed.  The  liver,  as  may  be  pre- 
sumed, is  very  often  found  in  an  ex- 
ceedingly morbid  state,  frequently  con* 
taining  abscesses,  and  oflen  when  the 
aflfection  wris  Tii»t  the  least  suspected. 
It  once  occurred  lo  nie  to  be  called  upon 
to  prepare  for  examination  the  body  of 
a  man  who  bad  died  of  dysenterr. 

gentleman  who  had  attended  the  case, 
lough  a  suri^-eon  of  extremely  sornid 
jitdg^cnt,  had  not  the  most  remote  con- 
ception of  thero  being  aiiv  disease  of 
the  liver.  Accordinglv,  I  introduced 
n»y  h;ind  hetwcfn  tin  r  and  ribs,  for 
the  p  urpoi^  oi  e  \  a  1 1  >  i  1 1  i  n  t lie  parl> ,  by 
which  I  unfortunately  bur^t  a  large  ab^ 
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%ce<i-s,  aTul  discharged  more  than  a  pint 
of  pu&  ov  er  the  neat  pei>M>n  of  my  uxcel- 
lent  snperior.  The  fint  fttal  case  of 
djseuterv  which  I  attended  in  India 
was  of  the  like  kind.  I  conceived  it  to 
be  one  of  pure  idiopathic  dy^mtprv,  but 
dibscctioD  shewed  five  smaii  abscesses 
in  the  large  lobe  of  the  li?er;  this,  I 
may  observe,  is  the  usual  situation  in 
which  I  bnvc  found  theni  ;  ind^^ed,  I  do 
not  recoliect  to  have  seen  one  in  tlie  left 
lobe.  The  weight  of  the  liver  I  have 
finnd  to  be  generally  from  Are  pounds 
to  fi%e  and  a  half  But  tlie  never-fail- 
inu'  change  is  in  the  larjje  ijitestiuos, 
which  generally  exhiiiit  a  mauis  ol  dis- 
ease,  from  the  ececum  to  the  exU^mity 
of  the  rectum.  In  some  cases  the  c<don 
is  g^atly  contracted,  often  to  the  thick- 
ness of  the  little  fiuj^er,  particularly 
about  the  de:»ccudiug  portion  and  sig- 
moid fieim« ;  in  other  instanees  Ifce 
whole  texture  is  thickened,  and  the  coats 
are  between  half  an  inch  htk!  mi  inrh 
thick,  with  a  finn  q^ristly  feel  on  being 
cut  I  have  fouud  ditfereut  nauts  in  a 
state  of  aphaeelus;  this  has  oeen  moat 
frequently  the  case  about  the  caecum. 
The  mucous  membrane  in  invariably  ul- 
cerated, but  the  form  and  dc&cription  of 
the  ulcer  is  liable  to  frequent  variation ; 
aamatiwes  they  are  exceedingly  num^ 
rous,  small,  and  round  ;  in  otliers,  large 
oblonf*-  elevated  sloughs  have  been  ob- 
served, adhering  with  more  or  less  tena- 
city  to  the  intestities.  Sometimea  the 
least  touch  is  sufficient  to  detach  Aenit 
and  benearh  i<  the  iilcer  :  I  bare  seen 
these  about  an  ujch  and  a  half  long,  aud 
half  an  inch  broad. 

[Tu  be  concluded  ia  our  oejtt>] 


If  ID  WIFEH  V  -(  LA  SS IFIC  ATION 
OF  LABOURS. 

To  thf  Editor  of  the  Medkai  Gax€tt€. 

The  following  table  was  drawn  up  for 
die  use  of  a  nidwifeiy  daaa.  If^  jpn 
think  it  would  interest  any  of  the  juuor 

portion  of  ronr  readers,  yon  will  oblige 
me  bv  in«5r>rtintr  it  in  the  Medical  Oa- 
zette  at  your  convenience. 

Yours  respectfully, 

John  RosBRTOif. 

Msnchsrtsr.  Apifl6, 

In  teaching  praetioal  nndwileix, 
anigeet  ought  to  he  picaenled  belore  the 


kBLB  OP  LABOUB8.  T7 

learner  in  siinpb^  and  lucid  order.  Of 
students  in  their  attendance  on  a  first 
course,  it  may  be  affirmed  (however  goo  d 
their  talents)  that  they  are  necessarilj 
in  the  situation  of  cliildn  n  bi 'jrinnin  <:;• 
to  learn  their  alpliai^et ;  and  thattea*  In t. 
I  have  little  doubt,  whose  mode  oi 
instruction  ia  moat  in  aceordanee  with 
this  notion,  will  he  fbnnd  to  he,  caterit 
paribus^  the  mont  sirccc<isful  in  bis  at- 
tempts to  communicate  knowledge. 
The  cla.sMlti cations  of  labour  to  be  found 
in  our  standard  works  of  midwifery, 
have  always  appeared  to  me  artificial, 
and  ealcnlatea  rather  to  perplex  than 
guide  the  young  practitioner.  To  fur- 
nish general  rules  which  shall  not  admit 
of  numerous  exceptions,  is  no  easjr  task; 
but  unless  this  is,  in  a  measure,  accom- 
plished, rlrtssification  were  almost  bet- 
ter let  alone.  To  illustrate  m^-  mean- 
ing,  I  shall  instanee  the  definitions  of 
the  fir»t  two  classes  of  labours  furnished 
in  Professor  Hamilton's  "  OiitliTu  <  of 
Midwifery  for  the  Use  of  Students,** 
(sM  Section  1.  page  31.)  "  As,  in  by 
far  the  greatest  nnmher  of  cases,"  fays 
Dr.  Hamilton,  "  the  head  of  the  fcetus 
is  forced  foremost,  and  the  delivery  Is 
completed,  with  safety  to  the  mother  and 
child,  within  twenty-fonr  hours  from 
the  commencement,  such  cases  are  term- 
ed natural."  Here  the  definition  of 
natural  labour  refers  to  the  process  in 
aii  it$  ttageSf  as  also  to  its  duratwn ; 
hut  of  what  nee  is  it  to  the  inexperi- 
enced accoucheur,  I  would  ask,  to  learn 
bv  thr  hrlp  o(  :\  rlefinition  after  the  de- 
livery IS  over,  and  not  earlier,  that  it 
was  natural?  Surely  it  is  preferable 
that  he  shoidd  be  taught  to  distinguish 
whether  the  labour  is  natural  or  other- 
\»  !Sf>  at  its  ctrmmencement .  If  he  finds 
it  natural,  his  mind  will  be  at  ease,  so 
long  as  no  accident  hapi)ens  to  interfere 
wttt its  progress;  and  n  be  find  it  to  be 
preteniatural,  be  will beon his g-uard,  and 
De  prepared  to  do  \»  bat  the  cireuni'<tances 
of  the  ease  ma^*  demand.  However, 
waving  this  cbjcction,  the  Ftofamn'b 
delinitmn  adnnta  of  far  too  many  excep* 
tions.  In  numerous  caaes,  as  every  one 
must  know,  more  than  twenty-four 
hours  may  elapse  from  the  $hew  to  the 
ddiivcij,  without  the  occurrence  of  any 
ajmptom  in  the  slightest  degree  threau 
enin«f  the  safety  of  the  mother  and 
child ;  while,  on  the  coutrary,  difhculty 
and  danger  (as,  for  example,  indioa* 
tions  of  uie  approach  of  rupture  of  the 
womb)  wUl,  in  a  contracted  pelvis,  fte- 
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queut]^  become  mauifetit  before  the  ex-  couducive  to  ea^^  and  speedy  deUverj. 

pindoii  of  tweDt j-four  hoiut.  Henee  tlie  (bUowiDg*  order 

Tbo  Professor's  second  class  is  lahori-  Propitifus  in  the  first  degree  :  w1m» 

oiu labour.    "  Whvn  tlrr  dt-livprv,"  lie  the  anterior  fontanelle  is  directed  to- 

remarks,  "  iiou^iilistanding  the  heati  of  w  ards  either  sacrn-iliac  symphysis,  and 

the  infant  being  forced  foreinot»t,  is  uro-  the  occi)>ut  towards  the  groin  of  liie 

tntcted  beyond  twentj-four  houni  m>m  opposite  side,  the  rertex  being  the  low- 

commeiioemeDt,  it  is  st^irkd  laborious."  est  pieaentitig  put. 

Here,  ajjain,  the  exceptions  to  tlie  rule  Propitious    in   the  sff-ond  (hfjrrr  : 

are  very  numerous.    The  young  prac-  when  the  anterior  foutauelic  is  directed 

titioncr,  if  he  is  to  be  guided  by  it,  will  towtids  eitber  groin  and  the  occiput  to. 

neoessarily  conclude  tbit  every  esse  be  wards  the  saoro-iliao  symphysis  of  lha 

attends  differs  from,  and  is  more  serious  opposite  side,  the  vertex  beuiijif  the  lour*, 

than,  natural  labour,  as  i«oon  as  his  pa-  est  prrspni  ino- p;trt. 

tient  enters  tlie  twenty-fifth  hour  of  her  Vrojutiuwi  lu  ti^e  third  degree  :  y%  hen 

(it  nm^  be)  mild  and  in  every  respect  the  fiiee  presents  in  sacb  a  manner  that 

propitious  sufferings.    Whereas,  I  pre-  it  enters  the  brim  before  the  bulging 

sume  to  lliink,  he  will  learn,  asexperi-  part  of  the  head. 

euce  is  gained,  that  the  character  of  la-  Any  of  these  varieties  of  pre*<eT!!?iti.>n 
hour  depends  much  on  the  duration  of  uiay  be  complicated  with  one  or  more 
the  first  stage — by  whieh  I  mean  the  incideiital  drcumstanees ;  the  tendency- 
time  occupied  in  the  dilatatiou  of  tlie  os  of  which  will  be  to  retard  Isbenr,  or  lo 

uteri;  that,  in  fart,  ou  in^  to  tanlinessin  endanger  the  safely  of  the  mother  and 

the  first  stajje,  numprrtn^  mild  and  safe  fa*tus,  or  of  the  ftrtJis  only.    The  nSMt 

iuikUuces  of  parturiuoa,  iu  no  sense  de-  iuijiortjiit  of  these  are, 
serrio|P  to  be  ealled  laborioos.  do  net 

tennilMteintwentT-foiirhouni.  Pend  .l<ui.  bcllv;  alUminij  at  the 

As  a  matter  of  :^..rse   the  teacher  of  t^hTaxr^lhe  ^^^^ 

midwifery  IS  expected    o   firnn^},  his  axis  of  the  brim. 

pupils  with  M>rae  general  defuiiiions  of  2.   Rigidity  of  the  os  uteri,  without 

the  vaneties  of  hOioiir.   It  ought  to  be  structural  dlM^ae. 

his  aim  to  limit  their  number  as  much  as  S.  Rigidity  fimn  allsied  stroetn*  of 

passible,  and  to  set*  timt  such  a**      deli-  the  os  uteri. 

berately  adopts  are  prccisie,  comprehcu-  4.  >iaturtU  rij^iUity  of  the  vagina  and 

sive,  and  intelligible.    These  consiilcra-  o>  eztsnram. 

tions,  I  hope  it  will  be  found,  have  been  ^-  l^gidity  of  the  same,  from  ckatriess 

kept  in  view  iu  draw  iiig  up  the  follow.  morbid  alterations  of  texttirr. 

iiiur  t  ilde.     Instead  of  einl>r;iciT,-  ,),e  6.  Oodusionot  the  vagina  from  the  pre- 

uiKiioiucnaof  labour  in  uU  u*  uaaes,  •ww^  of  the  hymen. 

Snd  wiO.  lefeience  to  .'It  dMratu^  I  l  l^H^'T^i^S^  nt^^  ^ 

ba.e  preferred  «strieting  mv  deOnitiin,  J,  ^^Z^rf^ 

to  what  1.  rliscoveraWc  in  the  first  stage  9.  lExtm-nterine  paint  instead  of  the 

ot  K'lh.uir— III  other  words,  to  ths pr§»  tnicuterinp;  "rcurrincr  in  the  hack,  nates 

sentalions  oi  the  foetus.  rectum,  perineum,  neck  of  the  bladder, 

.....     -  abdominal  muscles,  iuc.  {mttasiMie  U^ur\. 

IHvtswn  I,  10.  HiBmorrhage  oeconing  dniing  llie 

NatubaL  Prfsentations. — The  pre-  progrew  of  labour, 

sen tation  is  natural  when,  at  the  com.  H.  Lacerations  of  the  uterus,  Ibe  va- 

mwncement  of  ihe  labour,  Uie  head  of  S'°*»  ^  ^  bhidder. 

the  foetus,  in  whatever  dinction.  enlers  J  J  ^P^<^<^?o. 

the  brim  of  the  pelns.  1^  Conmhwn. 

*  14.  Too  great  descent  ol  the  ntenM, 

Note. — When  the  pelrls,  ftcm  any  cause,  fnm  the  pelris  belnff  wiosaall y  capaeiowt. 

is  nnder  the  ordinary  capacity,  or  the  head  l.',.  Dt^ccnt  of  the  funis  f!ikiii^'  place 

is  morbidly  enlarged,  the  presentation  (it  atthe  commencement  of,  orduniiK.labo«a. 

wevld  be  better  to  say,  the  position  of  the  16.  The  rectum  loaded  with  liect^ 

fcetoi)  may  be  natural,  whue  jet  the  head  17.  Retention  of  urine. 

docs  not  antec  the  brim.  18.  Tnitudiinent  to  the  descent  '  f  tlie 

,  ,    J          ,         ...  head,  from  deformity  of  tlie  bones  of  the 

Although  bead  presentationn  indicate  pcWu. 

fax.airably,  i<  resjieets  the  safety  of  the  19.  Ditto  from  natural  diainntlve  C*- 

mother  and  child,  they  are  not  all  e^ally  pacity  of  the  pelris. 
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90.  Ditto  from  one  or  more  tumors  oc- 
cupyin((  the  passage  from  t&e  ntaiuti 

SI.  Ditto  from  the  hand  or  arm  de- 
tcendinic  alonij  with  the  head. 

22.  Ditto  from  the  foot  or  kg  descend- 
ifi^  aloiiK  with  the  head. 

23  Ditto  from  morbid  enlwjgeiDeiit  of 
the  fcetal  head. 

24.  Impediment  to  the  deliTe^  from 
morhid  distention  of  one  of  the  onier  cflk 
cities  of  the  foetal  body 

3d.  Ditto  fr<Nn  mailonnatKm  of  the 
Artnt,  or  fWmi  ma  ommtanl  jvnetieii  of 
tiro  foetuses. 

'2f>  Oitto  froni  iiiordiiuUe  use  of  the 

27.  Ditto  from  ahortnem  of  the  Amis. 
DivUion  II, 

PRF.Tr.nVATUR.AT     PRFsrNTATto\*<  — 

When,  instead  ot  the  head,  some  other 
part  of  the  fcetus  enters  the  brim  of  the 
pelvis,  the  preseiitation  is  called  preter- 
natunl.  Such  pteeentationa  may  be 
arranired  into, 

Propitwu*  for  the  mother,  and  least 
dangerous  to  the  feehtt:  when  the  breech 
enlera  the  brhn. 

Propitioiu  for  the  mother  and  more 
dangerous  to  the  fatus :  wheu  the  feet 
enter  the  brim. 

Vnpropitious  for  ftolA  mothar  and 
fcBtut:  when  the  shoulder  enten  the 
brim. 

N.B.— Most  of  the  oceurrencp^  whifh 
occasionally  interfere  witli  the  pru|^ress 
or  safety  of  natuiai  pmentations, 
may  also  eomplkate  labour  in  pieier> 
natural  presentations. 

Division  III. 

ACCIDENTS  WHICH  OCCUB  DDKING,  OK 
SOON  AFTBa,  THB  OKLIVXBY  OF  THE 
fttTtrS. 

The  eUef  of  these  aie, 

1.  Lacerstioii  of  the  perineum  in  the 
direction  of  the  raj^^,  but  not  enteiiag 

the  gjdlinrt'T  J«iii. 

3>  Latx'ratiou  of  tlie  perineum^  toge- 
disr  widi  the  reoto-Taginal  ieptam. 

3.  Haemorrhage  immedialely  fikUowidg 
the  birth  of  the  ehild. 

4.  Ila>uiorrliiige  with  retention  of  the 
placenta,  from  inegolar  contmctions  of 
the  uterus. 

6,  Hemorrhage  with  retention  of  the 
placenta,  ftom  morbid  adhesion  to  the 
uterus. 

6.  Ifvmoirhage  after  the  birth  of  the 
placenta. 

7.  Inversion  of  theutenis. 

8.  Snddsn  death  from  no  obvious  came. 


Diviiiion  IV. 
RARE  rosrrioN.s  of  the  fiktus. 

1.  Tlir  sAiirittttl  suture  parallel  to  the 
short  diiuneier  of  the  brim,  the  foreliead 
resting  on  either  the  promontaiy  of  the 
sacrum  or  the  margin  of  the  pubis. 

2.  The  ear  pmtenting  at  the  brim, 

3.  The  belly  ditto  dlttOy 
4  The  back  ditto        '  ditto. 


CONGENITAL  TRANSPOSITION 
OF  THE  VISCERA. 


To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Pori-LoiiU,  Mauritius,  Sd  Nov.  1^82. 

Sib, 

I  SEND  you  the  following  case  for  iuser- 
tioB,  if  worthy  of  a  place  in  your  journal. 

It  is,  I  believe,  without  parallel  in  the 
history  of  congenital  malformations. 

I  wa^  attending,  in  September  Ia.st, 
at  the  General  Hospital,  Calcutta,  the 
inspection  of  the  body  of  a  man,  a  half- 
caste,  who  had  died  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Ralei^-h,  sht^toh  to  the  hospital, 
of  cholera,  supervening,  as  it  frequently 
does,  on  chronic  dysentety.  The  mor- 
bid iiupearances  were  such  as  are  usually 
found  in  those  e:!-!^*^ ;  hut  there  was 
found  a  conij)lete  transjxtsition  from 
rijgbt  to  left,  and  vice  verm  of  all  the 
vncera  and  Moed-veseels  of  the  abdo- 
men. The  liver  was  at  tfie  left,  and  the 
spleen  at  the  riirht  side;  the  cesophagus 
and  eardiae  extremity  of  the  stomach 
were  at  tlie  right  side,  while  the  pyloric 
end  was  at  the  left;  the  duodenum  took 
its  usual  tuni.s,  and  came  in  contact  with 
the  gall-bladder  in  the  left  hypocbnn- 
drium:  the  ileo-ccecal  valve  was  found 
at  the  left  side,  and  the  appendix  vermi- 
formis  fallinj^  over  the  edge  nf  tlie  pel- 
tIs  ;  the  sipnoid  flexure  of  the  colon 
was  at  the  rij^ht  side  ;  the  aorta  was  at 
the  right ;  the  vena  cava  to  the  left  side 
of  the  vertebral  column ;  the  foramen 
^uadratiim  was  to  the  left  of  the  middle 
line  of  tlie  diaphragrn ;  the  aortic  open- 
in  lt  u  as  as  usual,  but  the  foramen  (Tso- 
pha^t'um  ia^'  a  little  to  the  rit^ht  of  the 
aortie  openmg.  The  heart  had  been 
removed  nefore  these  points  were  remark- 
ed, but  did  not  appear  to  have  been 
much  altered  iu  position.  The  renal 
vessels  were  varied  in  position,  the  left 
being  the  longer,  and  passing*  bebind 
the  vena  cava}  the  left  uiac  was  longer 
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than  the  rig^ht,  and  ^asacd  over  llie  iliac 
veins;  the  ri^ht  Uiac  vein  lay  to  the 
inner  sitlc  of  ito  artery,  andtbe  left  wta 
behind  its  arterv.    No  symptom  dnring- 
life  had  given  any  reason  for  miatritiing- 
the  existence  of  such  a  state  of  tilings. 
It  will  readily  occnr  to  eveiy  one  bow 
cmbanassing-  it  mig'ht  hare  proved  to 
cither  physician  or  stirg^eon. 
I  am,  sir, 
Your  obedienl  humble  servant, 
WiLLUM  Hardy. 


INFLUENCE  OK  MEDICAL  EVI- 
I>ENrE  ON  A  (^!  ESTIONOFCEI. 
MINAL  REiiPO.NSiBiLiTY. 

n  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

2,  BcfCDcy  Square,  Brigbton, 

Sir, 

A  CAUSE  was  tried  at  the  Lewes  Assizes 
on. the  20Ui  of  March,  of  j^reat  interest 
in  a  nedico-le^al  point  of  view.  A  girl, 
whose  age  was  Detween  sixteen  and 
sev*  titeen,  had  svi  firo  to  her  master^s 
house.  The  fire  M  as  extinguished  with- 
out much  injury,  and  the  girl  committed 
to  prison.  The  master  was  a  builder, 
had  two  children,  and  only  this  house- 
servant.  The  ^irl  had  previously  h<m\e 
a  good  character,  had  no  accomplices, 
atoTe  no  property,  and  committed  the 
deed  without  apparent  motive.  Her 
master  was  anxinus  fo  «iavr  her  life  ;  and 
a  gentleman  in  Brighton,  a  retired  bar- 
rister, from  motives  of  humanitv',  under- 
took her  defence.  It  appeared  that  she 
had  been  in  Chichester  Tnfirmary  in  Ja- 
nuary, IH;V2.  uhrre  she  was  afflicted  in 
succession  with  low  fever,  measles,  scar- 
let fever,  and  stmng  symptoms  of  con- 
sumption— eough,  expectoration,  night 
per>^])irar!ans,  and  diarrlxKa.  She  had 
u«ver  mcn.stt  u  itf d,  hnd  always  Ih-i'h  of 
a  reserved,  taciturn  disposition,  and  had 
eondneted  hersdf  in  an  eccentric  maiu 
ner  on  many  occasions.  The  counsel 
argiied  tint,  iindtr  such  circumstances, 
tiie  act  for  which  she  was  tried  was  pro- 
bably committed  in  a  state  of  imbecility, 
or  delusion  of  miud,  in  which  she  could 
not  be  considered  a  morally  responsible 
being.  To  ctnifinn  this  view  he  called 
two  medical  gentlemen,  Mr.  Pitt,  sur- 
geon, and  myself,  to  give  our  opinion  as 
to  the  edects  which  severe  illneBs»  and 
the  non-appearance  of  the  catamruia, 
might  have  upon  the  mind— whether  in- 


sanity in  any  fonn  or  degree  ever  or. 
cnrted  under  such  eircumstaitccs.  Xh< 
result  of  our  evidence  upon  the  mindeof 
the  judge,  Sir  N.  Tiiidall,  and  the  Jury, 
was  such  tJjat  the  g^rl  was  acquitted. 
This  verdict  was  remarkable  in  several 
particulan: — 1st,  We  bad  not  seen  the 
girl,  and  gave  no  opinion  upon  the  «0o 
tual  state  of  Ijcr  iTiint]  2dl}  ,  The  ver- 
dict was  touuded  ujwn  an  iiiierence 
drawn  by  the  judge  and  jury  from 
neral  medical  piineiplei.  dtUy,  It 

gratifying  to  see  the  leepect  paid  te  i  

medical  f  vidence,  and,  thro ur^h  that,  to 
the  protession  at  large,  so  ditlerent  from 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  treated  iu 
London  within  a  very  reeeot  period. 
4th ly.  It  was  pleasing  to  obeorve  the 
tone  of  liberality  and  ifood  sense  with 
which  the  whole  subject  w  as  considered, 
widiontthe  least  appeal  to  pas&ioo  or 
piejudice,  but  resting  the  merits  of  Ike 
case  entirily  on  rational  grounds,  and 
the  cf)Tirlii.sion&  oi*  csim  and  impntiui 
deliberution. 

IeU|Sir, 
Your  obedient  aeivant, 

W.Kiii6,AI.D. 


HYDATIC  CYST  AT  THE  BASE 
OF  THE  BRAIN; 

Beiiif;  n  remarkable  ease  »)A<i#/iW  hif  M.  Mo-*. 
TAi/LT,  ami  communicmtd  bjf  him  to  ike 

Aeadm^  tfMedkim^  Park, 

The  person  whose  case  we  proceed  to 
describe  was  a  man  of  the  aame^f  CK- 
rard,  aged  33,  a  weaver.  About  thno 
years  afjfo  he  was  att^irked  with  shar]^ 
pains  of  the  posterior  part  and  left  side 
of  the  bead,  sooii  eortendfaig  to  the  neck, 
and  accompanied  by  tremblu^^  aad 
twitching  ff  the  nni^jcles.  It  appeared 
that  he  had  iiad  a  tail  previous  to  fhp 
manifestation  of  these  symptoms,  and 
that  be  hurt  the  baek  of  Me  node  Hn 
was  obliged  to  keep  his  bed  for  Ibar 
months,  during  which  Umc  he  at  one 
period  ex)>erieuced  considerable  diffi- 
culty  in  speaking  so  as  to  be  understood. 
The  plentiful  application  of  leeefaee  Te^ 
lievea  him  effectually,  and  he  remaanad 
well  for  about  a  year.  Towards  ihm 
latter  part  of  1631,  however,  he  had  u 
lecuminee  of  the  pains,  and  upon  enter, 
ing  the  Hdtel  Dieu  at  that  time,  was 
Itmdile  to  tarn  hit  head  upon  bis  neck. 
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HYDATIC  CYST  AT  TUE  BASE  OP  THE  BRAIN. 

He  remainfd  under  the  care  of  M.  Du-  re|fion  ;  he  liec^u  to  lose  his  appetite,  nnd 

piivtn'n  for  twentr-four  davs,  ;inf!  thou  to  hp  affVrt  a  with  vrvmitiny  :inf?  f  bati- 

weiit  out  much  relieved  bj  cuppings  and  uate  constipation ;  hectic  in  the  e  v  cuititirs ; 

aontt.  But  fipftm  tifne  to  time  after-  in  tbort,  tiie  disease  was  now  making 

waida  be  was  an  inmate  of  the  same  rapid  prngrcAs,  yet  the  man  iosistea 

hospUaT.  and  on  the  whole  be  was  rvi-  u[>oti  ;_'-oing  hollie^  where  be  staid  about 

detitiv  pTowiiij^  worse.    A?»ont  the  l»e-  uix  weeks, 

g^itinmg  of  1832  he  could  uo  means  Upon  his  return  for  the  last  time  his 
relate  tbe  bead.  The  same  remedies  eondttion  was  as  follows:— He  lies  as 
were  continued,  and  w'ith  some  improre-  modonless  as  possible,  in  order  to  avoid 
mcnt.  Pain  behinil  tlie  pnr*; ;  thesenncs  the  pain  of  morin^  his  neel<.  TTe  is 
unimpaired;  venereal  appetite  nearly  ueartj  destitute  of  voice.  Seni»aUoii  im- 
extinct  for  the  last  three  months.  He  paired  generalljr  on  tbe  lefl  side ;  mc> 
imw  eomplained  of  sbudderings,  and  as  nimy  aneeted;  continual  fever;  sleep* 
it  were  the  infliction  of  a  series  of  slight  lessness.  Dec.  25tli. — Voice  more  di- 
blows  on  the  skin  of  both  his  sides,  liis  niinihhed  than  ever;  limbs  of  tbe  bfl 
aboulders,  and  belly  ;  and  M.  Moutault  side  affected  with  itchiugs  and  darting 
was  indneed  to  suspect,  on  tbe  tbeoty  of  pains ;  pain  abore  tbe  on»its ;  ibint  ia- 
Bell  and  Ma^endie,  that  diere  was  some  tense ;  deglutition  of  liquids  extremely 
alteration  or  the  spinal  Tnnrniw  in  its  (litHittlt;  high  fever;  invnluntary  pass- 
posterior  part, — whence  he  (inlercd  a  in*j  ol  tieces  and  urine ;  change  or  fea- 
aeton  to  the  back  of  tlie  neck.  This  tures.  An  alleviation  is  felt  ailcr  20 
seemed  to  do  some  good,  bat  tbe  ease  bours.  An  ajihthous  enipUon  shews  it- 
waatedirius,  and  Girard  once  more  grew  self  in  the  mouth  some  Bays  after,  but 
tired  of  the  buspital.    He  went  out,  and  jrieJds  to  fj-nr^-les. 

did  not  return  again  for  six  months.  About  lite  beginning  of  January  tins 

In  September  last  be  eame  under  tbe  jear  (1833),  deglutition  rapidly  became 

care  of  M.  Rostan,  and  underwent  a  so  dimeult  tbatereiy  thing  he  attempted 

careful  examination.    Tliere  was  pain  to  swallow  threatened  him  w  iib  .suHoca- 

about  tbe  occipital  foramen,  extenain<»-  lion;  poise  >  cry  qnick  ;  skin  hot;  intel- 

to  the  third  or  fourth  cervical  rertebra,  lect  not  dij^iurbed.    On  the  12th,  at 

but  permanent  at  tbe  articulation  of  die  seven  in  tbe  morning,  after  &tiguing 

atlas  and  axis,  widiout  SweUtnio^  or  al-  himself  in  endeavouring  to  swallow,  or 

teration  of  the  texture  or  eoloiir  of  tbe  rather  to  suck,  a  little  oouilli,  his  head 

parts.    Behind  the  mastoid  process  of  fell  suddenly  ou  bis  shoulder:  be  was 

tbe  left  side  there  was  a  small  timior,  dead. 

about  tbe  baeadtb  of  a  francpiece,  and  Examination  of  the  body  twenty-four 

about  a  line  or  two  in  elevation,  elastic,  honr$  after  death. — Head :  Tbe  cnu 
lik<"  tho^se  ev«ts  wbirb  are  foinid  in  the  niiini,  meninges,  ami  snb-faoce  of  the 
vourse  of  teufions  (at  the  wrist,  for  in-  brain,  present  nothing  auonaal.  Veu- 
staace),  not  very  paittftil  on  pressure,  un-  trieles  dilated  wilb  an  abundanee  of 
less  men  violently  compressed,  nor  was  transparent  serum.  Upon  diridinfj'  tbe 
it  surroundei)  hrniy  ps  jtMrtion,  such  tentorium,  and  raising  it,  a  cyst  is  ji  -r- 
as  ig  tisitftlly  ottiiiervecl  in  tung'tin  of  the  ceived,  having  whitish,  opaque,  yiekiiiig 
dura  mater  that  has  worn  through  the  w^alls  \  it  is  about  tiie  bulk  oi'  a  goose- 
bone  Tba  |Mte  on  nressnre  was  lelt  fluetuating.  Being  accidentally 
even  at  dbi  ongiii  of  the  vertebral  eanal.  opened,  a  quantity  of  liquid  serum 
Tbo  \<y\ee  waschanii^eff  in  clearness  and  ewapes,  with  a  multitude  of  hydatids^ 
volume,  yet  tbe  pronunciation  was  un-  perfectly  round,  smooth,  and  pellucid, 
impeded,  the  respiration  easy,  no  cough  their  roltime  varying  from  that  of  a 
nor  exfiectoration.  The  patient  com-  grain  of  hemp^ed  to  a  cbesnut.  Tbe 
plained  of  losing  his  memory  in  some  rvst  lieK  between  tbe  Icfl  occipital  fossa, 
(iegrer  •  defTliit  if  ion  wa?»  not  comfortably  the  corresponding  side  of  the  basil«r 
performed,  a  smail  quantity  of  every  li-  surface,  the  left  hemisphere  oi  tl^ 
quid  getting  into  tbe  Intyux  in  tbe  act  cerebeUum,  wbieb  it  raiseS|  and  tM 
of  swaliowmfT;  but  solids  went  down  medulla  oblon^^ata,  which  it  turns  ^  a 
easily  enoucfh.  Xiirubness  of  tbe  left  little  to  the  nj^^bt.  It  ba«?  no  adhe- 
ann.  (Jenenil  beahb  g"ood.  sion  to  any  of  tliese  part^,  the  arach- 
About  the  beginning  of  October  the  noid  remaining  smooth  and  transpai'ent 
patiettt  bad  blecnp  occaabmaHy,  making  even  where  it  bas  been  in  contact, 
a  painfe]  impmsnon  abmip  tbe  eerricMU  It  penetrates  but  a  few  lines  into  tbe 

981.^X11.  G 
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vertebral  canal,  at  wWch  place  it  forms 
a  kiwi  of  appendix,  like  the  fin-  ,  r 
of  a  irlovo/aippiucr  into  the  nntc 
rior  con.Mo;.!  foramen,  ami  conUiu- 
an  hydatid,  which  aeema  aa  if 
it%vould  Yaiii  force  the  passage  of 
this  narrow  atrait  A  second  amien- 
«x  is  jfiven  off  from  the  base  of  the 


lienatio  veins  1<m1ov(1  ticar  the  surface. 
On  the  inferior  puilmu  ot  the  mid^ 
lobe  there  is  an  hydatid  tw»or,  »Hioolh, 
whitish,  flttcHiatinflr,  of  tolerable  size 
Til.  substance  of  the  liver  srorered  with 
black  l>loo<1.  Ni.thinGr  remarkable  about 
the  other  vi^ceia  ui  the  abdomen.  ^  Fer- 

«•  n-nm  the  nase  oi  tnc   tebral  eoluom  s  NodefoBnity.ordiMfe 

off  from  tue  nase  oi  int     -  ,  ^  „  i-       vertebrcc.    The  spa^ 

rvM,  which  is  Mill  mo,*  ?™  faP^mv  Jd  iU  ««b»«».  pSrI 

It  h>>  pa««l  through  the  postcnor  foij- 

men  lam«m.  .nd''th«n  umiBgr  ba«k.  fecUy  ««ma.   ^ 

wafda,  it  U  fouiul  .Hl  'ti^d  ">»»  a  sphencal   


ANA  LYSES  A»D  NOTlCBSo*  HOOK*. 


shape  iurt  beneath  the  sunenor  exlre 
mitv  of  the  complexus  and  atcmo-imw- 

loid  muscles.    Thia  waa  the  cy«t  the   

presence  of  which,  waa  noticed  Hlurin^   ^  ^  ^  ^ 

Uie  life  of  the  patient  as  seated  hehnid      L  ^^'*^^^^^„^^»^],*XLUHnn%r, 
the  ma^toi.l  |M(»ceas.   It  contmuea  mu 
nierous  hydatui>*. 

It  was  now  thought  important  to  ex- 
andne  the  nerres  oomijiir  out  of  thr 
haie-of  the  skull.  The  Ub^'-mrI  nene 
was  iierft'Hlv  sound;  the  i^losso-pha- 


The  Black  Death  in  the  Fourteentk 

Century,  from  the  Cerman  ofl^^- 
C.  Hf.ckkr,  M  P.  Translated  by 
B.  O.  Babinotox,  m  ix 


rynffeal,  pueumo-gastne,  and  spinal,  oi  hUory  has  long  bem  in  need 

the  li  ft  side,  unJcrweiit  a  remarkable  ^^n.D         _                             ,^  . 

ehani^e  upon  their  emerirenee  from  tlu  '      ^   difidency  coidd  not  have  been 

poaterior  Wamen  Incermu;  which  was  ^^^^^^"^                      Just  fi^ed 

il.n  theca^ewitl.  the  hn»oeloMal;  lor  ^  ,.i,itaiion  tin-  imM  .brmiuir, 

iumiediauly  upon  leaTiuK  Oie  *Ull^tt^  I  ^^^^^^^  bc.^wah 

(iue  sense  of  the  mercy  of 
a.  ii.  e  in  passing  over  u»  aoligMlj«ir 
we  look  to  the  records  of  past  a^rcs,  and 
.    .   ,       .1    nccounts  which  have 
FLiiuucw  ...T   pestilences  whiish  ra- 
vaged the  w  orld  in  fomer  can^^ 
our  uratitodc  cannot  btti  he  fpr^mj 
heitrhteijwt    bv   liuding   ourselves  so 
mildly  dealt  with.    We  have  to  reckon 
our  losses,  it  is  true,  by  ihoutMiuds, 
but  then  thousands  of  thooaanda  weiQ^ 
measure  of  the  travages  suatained  m  »r- 
ner  times.    In  the  sixth  century  an 
almost  incredible  number  t>i  tli  •  i)<t|H'^^- 
lion  of  die  earth  (Gibbon  does  not  thuik 
1(K)  millions  beyond  the  Iwuta  off  pnotoa- 
biUty),  were  cut  off  hy  a  Wack  plague ; 
and  in  the  fourteenth,  accordmir  u.  tb. 
well-wci^rhed  calrul.ifiun  of  the  volume 
before  us,  Europe  aione  lost  23  millMms 
of  its  inhabitanta— that  ia  to  say,  a 
fourth  part  of  the  whole  popatatifiii 
which  it  then  contained  !  ^  ,   .  , 

"  The  Black  Deatli"  is  an  awful  title 


latter  nerve  especially  became  atrophio.I 
and  filifonB,two-thiiJa  smaller  tljan  \hr 

corrcapondinn:   one  on  then}?ht  ^^^^^^^   

Nor  was  it  ihe  Jioft  parU  alone  that  sul-    "^^^^uVrly  to  the  accounts  which  hi 
fered  from  the  presence  of  the  t-y**--™®    cached  us  of  Uie  pestilences  whiish 

bones  were  not  indeed  canons,  but  tnc)   ^         ^^^^^^^       fomer  cantnri 

werr  thinned  and  hollowed  as  they 
would  he  hvtlH-  ^„-.  scnre  ol  an  aiicu- 
rismal  nouch  in  contact  with  them. 

Throat .  The  mnacles  of  the  tongue 
and  palate,  on  the  lea  aide,  are  all  atte- 
nualed  and  spongy,  and  present  It  tie  of 
their  proper  sfni.  tiirr.     I  he  ncso], baffus 
is  contracted  to  the  size  of  the  little  fin- 
jwjr,  but  iu  structure  doea  notjcem  al- 
Igitd,   The  larynx  la  found  filled  with 
E  whitish,  crcamv   ^uhstance,  ^^llKh 
proves  to  h*   th«-  bouilU  which  the  de- 
ceased had  taken  a  few  seconds  hefow 
he  cicpired.  The  left  chofda  walis  is 
muiSlM ;  the  mueoiia  membrane  of  the 
trachea    red    and    swolleti.  Che»t: 
Bonilli  fcuTul  iu  the  bronchi,  at  tlwir 
bifurcation,   which  also  partato  ttie 

redness  of  the  traebea.  Lun^  crapHat-  A""' iiri^ry ;  but  there  are  facta  m 
inif,  on  the  whole  healthy   ^i^:f^P^-   uLi^'y^'l^T/wU  than  any  that  ro- 

wSl  in  its  stmctnre ;  nglit  cavities  dis-  ™«  Boccacio  has 

tended  with  black  blood    AMomen:    J^^^  Decameron  uv>r.  spirit. 

The  liver  present*  on  its  antenor  anriace  ^    ^^^^  t,.^,.      ^ith  which  he 

.  great  numhet  of  *  Tgii/ his  work ;  nor  has  Defovjf  •^S 

dark  bhK.  colour,  '^"'^^'^^XXut^    o^'i^  P^»»^^^  P****"^ 
6fst  aiffht  5  they  ate,  in  fact,  the  lUiaica  i- 
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ihinfif  so  harrowing^  «B  his  description  of 
Tlf«»  ^»lac;"uc  r'f  1,'iinfoii,  in  which,  with 
whatc^tT  an  ihe;^  are  put  topfether,  no 
other  details  are  g^ven  tJian  those  which 
be  diligently  guthercd  from  authentic 
sources.  Professor  Hecker  shews  him- 
self evorv  wbrro  anxious  not  to  set  down 
%vtght  without  his  ▼oucher^i;  he  has 
wnnalted,  wHh  an  industrr  trolj  Oer- 
man,  a  muHiMde  df  anthorities-^mau^ 
of  thcni  inaccessible  to  inquirers  in  this 
country  ;  but  niu-^t  do  him  tbc  jus- 
tice to  declare,  that,  w  herever  we  have 
been  iible  to  verify  bis  Btatmeiita,  we 
bave  hid  reason  to  consider  him  emi- 
nently tntstworfliy.  the  "  His- 
tory of  Edward  the  Tliinl,"  for  example, 
tJie  production  of  our  tiames — Joshua, 

Hecker  seems  to  be  peHeotly  well  ac- 
quainted ;  hut  he  never  once  indulges  the 
reader  with  anv  of  the  extravagancies  of 
that  laborious  but  credulous  author.  In 
extracting  from  the  "  tragical  chapter" 
of  the  English  historian,  he  has  the  good 
sense  not  to  borrow  a  single  line  from 
the  so'cral  folio  pages  in  which  the  au- 
guries, end  bombfc  forewamings,  and 
aie  terrible  aspects  of  the  planets,  arc 
minutely  recorded ;  and  this  uerhapK  is 
the  nmre  to  b<^  appr«ciaten,  as  Dr. 
Heeker  would  seem  to  attach  a  high 
iaipiwiaiice  to  astral  tnfttiences—it  be- 
ing', in  fact,  a  part  of  hi>  iheoiy,  that  a 
certain  orij'ani'ini  pervaib  s  all  nattire. 

And  now  that  we  l)ave  mentioned  that 
tbe  author  has  a  tlieory  in  this  perform- 
mme^  we  may  as  well  let  bitn  state  it 
btieilyln  bis  own  words — and  th(^  rather, 
M*!  we  are  not  qiiitf  ^nre  wr  roulfl  do  it  in 
our  own  \\v.\i  }  (  rt'ect  uiuier.standinrr  : — 
*  A  cosniical  ori^^n  and  convubi*  c 
■extiiMient,  productive  of  tiie  most  hn- 
|M>#tetitconseqoenees  among  tbe  nations 
«i!bj<>rt  to  tliem,  8re  the  most  striking- 
features  to  which  history  points  in  all 
general  pestilences.  Tne  latter,  how- 
ever, assame  toij  diflerent  forms,  as  well 
fin  tbeir  Attacks  on  the  general  organ* 
isQl,  as  in  their  diffn'^inn ;  and  in  this 
respect  a  development  Irom  form  to  form, 
in  the  course  of  centuries,  is  manifest, 
flo  tbat  tbe  bistdr^  of  tbe  worid  is  divid* 
ed  into  grand  periods  in  which  positively 
d«»fliie(!  y»*»<ifi fences  prev  ailed.  As  far  as 
our  chronicles  extend,  more  or  less  cer- 
tain information  can  be  obtained  respect- 
ing them." 

The  author's  views,  it  must  be  ad 
mlttpd.  are  on  a  ifr.ind  scale;  there  is 
Something  magiuticeat — as  well  as  much 


more  definite  than  what  we  barejnst 

quoted — in  the  fdllowing  passaov 

*'  Were  it  in  any  degree  within  the 
power  of  human  research  to  drav%  up,  in 
a  vivid  and  connected  form,  an  bistoricMd 
sketch  of  such  mighty  events,  afler  tbe 
manner  of  the  historians  of  wars  aiul 
haities,  aud  the  migrations  of  nations, 
we  night  tbte  arrive  at  elear  views  with 
respect  to  the  mental  deTelopmcnt  of  the 
human  race,  and  the  ways  of  Providence 
would  be  morr  plainly  di«sceniible.  It 
would  then  he  demouNirable  that  the 
iBind  of  nations  is  deeply  aiiectcd  hj  the 
destruRtive  conflict  of  the  powers  of  ua. 
ture,  and  that  f^reat  disasters  lead  to 
striking  changes  in  sjfeneral  civiliication  ; 
for  all  that  exists  in  man,  whether  good 
or  evil,  is  rendered  ootspicuous  by  the 
presence  ef  great  dan<^'^<>r.  His  inmost 
feelings  arc  Ton?;ed — i!/  ifi  uoht  of  self- 
preservation  masters  hi:i  spirit — self-de- 
nial is  put  to  severe  proof,  and  wlierever 
darkness  and  barbarism  prevail,  there 
the  afiriglited  mortal  flies  to  the  idols  of 
his  snyx-rsiition,  and  all  laws,  human 
and  divine,  arc  criminally  violated. 

**  In  conformity  with  a  general  law 
of  nature,  such  a  state  of  excitement 
brink's  about  a  change,  beneficial  or  de- 
trimentMl.  H'-rrti'<Hn*r  to  circtmistances, 
so  that  nations  ciilier  attain  a  higher  dc 
glee  of  moral  worth,  or  sink  deeper  in 
Ignorance  and  vice.  All  this,  however, 
takes  plnf  T  njmn  a  much  grander  scale 
than  tliit  iiMli  (}),.  ordiiiarv  vicissitudes 
ot  \\  ar  and  peace,  or  the  rise  and  fall  of 
empires,  beoause  the  powers  of  natore 
themselves  pmduoe  plan^ncs,  and  subju- 
gate  the  hmnan  will,  which,  in  the 
CI  intentions  of  nations,  alone  predo> 
miuates." 

Of  ilie  nature  of  the  disease  chamc* 
terized  by  the  **  blaok  death,*'  the  fo* 

thor  gives  us  a  more  full  and  consistent 
aeeonnt  than  we  ever  hoped  to  have  ob- 
tained. From  the  ex-cmueror,  John 
Cantacnsene,  we  learn  tbat  m  Constant 
tinople  tlie  disease  was  marked  bv  the 
j)resenceor malis^iT^nt  bnboi^s,  aridlboils, 
and  black  spots,  wliich  in  many  cases 
broke  out  all  over  the  bod>'.  Symptoms 
ef  head  mffeotion  were  frequent ;  some 
patients  beeamc  stupified  and  comatose, 
otJiers  were  sleepfr'ss  ami  turbulent. 
The  fauces  and  tongne  were  black; 
there  was  burning  thirst,  and  so  much 
general  suflfWing,  that  many  in  despair 
inflicted  death  nnfm  themselves.  Con- 
tapon  was  evident,  for  the  disease 
was  most  speedily  communicated  to  the 
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relAtious  ami  fHeruU  of  the  sick,  and 
tnaii^  bouses  in  tiie  ca^nui  were  bered 
even  of  their  last  inhabitant.  But  there 
was  this  peculiarity  about  the  black 
p!;i'^ue  of  the  fourlocntli  crTttTirv,  dis- 
tinjruishiug^  it  from  the  oriental  pesti- 
lence of  later  times,  naroeljy\  that  the 
oFfrans  of  respiration  were  seized  with  a 
putritl  inflammation ;  a  violent  ])ain  in 
the  chest  attacke<l  tht-  pationt ;  hln  xi 
w^n  expectorated,  and  the  breath  dif- 
fused a  pestiferous  oilour. 

At  Avi<jrnon,  yvben  the  disease  first 
appeared  there,  it  was  attended  bv  an 
araent  fever,  with  cTacnatimi  of  blood, 
and  was  fatal  in  three  dajs.  Instead  of 
buboes  and  inffammatoiy  bmla  appear- 
inff  outwardly,  it  was  found  that  a  car- 
buncnlnr  affVetion  of  the  lung^  oeenm-d, 
whic}j  jtrovcd  rajiidly  destructive  of  life. 
At  fir^t  it  rag-ed  among'  the  poor,  but 
snbeeqQentlj  attacked  &e  more  afllnent 
cla-  ses.  The  symptoms  of  the  diseasela 
JEe^'pt  were  similar. 

Boccacio's  desc  ription  of  the  plague 
as  it  ra^ed  in  Florence,  is  well  known  : 
buboea  its  first  symptom,  and  attacking 
both  men  and  animals  by  manifest  oon- 
tsgion.  In  Germany  it  would  appear 
that  it  assumed  a  milder  character;  it 
was  certainlj  not  nearly  so  devastating' 
there  as  in  other  parts  of  Enmpe ;  nor 
do  the  accoonts  state  that  spitting  of 
blood  — the  diagnostic  symptom  of  this 
fatal  pestilence — was  a  symptom  there; 
but  tbh  Is  mohably  owing  to  the  im- 
perfection  of  the  chronicles. 

In  France  the  mortality  was  dr»'adful. 
Many  were  struck  as  if  by  liglitning-^ 
and  iiied  on  the  spot,  and  this  more  fre> 

Stentlr  among  the  young  and  strong 
an  tnc  oM.  Patients  with  etilafgeo 
u1?nids  in  the  axillir  and  groins  scarcely 
surjived  two  or  three  days ;  and  no 
sooner  did  these  fatal  signs  appear  than 
they  bade  adieu  to  the  worid,  and  songlit 
consolation  onlv  in  the  absolation  which 
Pope  Clement  Vl.  promised  them  in  the 
hour  of  death.  Sor  was  the  ntate  of 
tilings  leas  deplorable  in  England,  in 
which,  according  to  Barnes,  searcelr 
more  than  a  tenth  part  of  the  people 
Mere  leH  aii\e.  The  character  of  the 
disease  was  here  the  same — boils  and 
buboes,  which  left  no  hope  for  those  in 
whom  thev  arose  in  numbers.  "  Every 
^pof  which  the  sick  had  touched,  tJieir 
Krt  ath,  their  clothes,  spread  the  cont  i 
gioii  ;  and,  as  in  all  other  places,  the 

attendants  and  Mends,  who  were  etther 
hliad  to  their  danger  or  heroicaUj  des. 
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piscd  it,  fi  ll  a  sacrifice  to  their  sympa- 
thy. Es  eu  the  eyes  of  the  patient  were 
considered  aa  aouroes  of  contagion,  , 
which  bad  the  power  of  acting  at  a  dis- 
tance, whetlier  on  account  of  their  un- 
wonted lustre,  or  llie  di-stortiuu  which 
they  alw  ays  sulferin  plague,  or  whether 
in  conformity  with  an  ancient  notbn* 
according  to  which  the  sight  was  ooi»i- 
dered  as  the  hcaier  of  a  doDoniacal  en- 
cbantment" 

Norway  beeame  infected,  tbrou;;li  its 
commercial  intcrcourae  with  England, 
and  had  the  disease  in  its  most  frit^htful 
form — with  ^  ontiting  of  hlcNKl.  Poland, 
and  finally  iiassia,  were  visited  by  the 
pestilence;  and  it  Is  remaikabl^  that 
the  hreakinff  out  of  die  disease  lo  the 
latter  country  was  two  yeais  later  thaa 
in  soufheni  Europe. 

It  seems  to  be  universallv  athnitU>d, 
that  the  black  death**  had  its  ongin  in 
some  dreadful  confulsion  of  nature  in 
the  reniofo  y^irfs  of  Asia.  Tf  any  faith 
may  be  put  in  Chniese  annals,  earth- 
quake, floods,  and  famines,  raged 
in  that  empire,  and  conmraed  the 
most  terrible  havoc  among  the  popu- 
lation  ;  and  it  «;honld  Hf  mentioned 
thai  i»igns  ol  terrestrial  comuiotiun  pre 
ceded  Uie  visitation  in  somejparts  of  Eu- 
rope also.  A  pestiferous  wmd  attended 
the  earthquake  in  Cyprus,  and  spread 
s<i  pnisfmnus  an  odour,  that  many  fu  rng 
overpowered  by  it  fell  down  suddenly, 
and  eipired  in  dreadlhl  agonies.  It  Is 
certain  that  esithquakes  at  thk  peiM 
were  much  more  prevalent  every  ^v^f 
than  thev  had  ever  been  known  within 
the  range  of  history,  and  they  were  of 
frequent  FKunence*  in  llie  ioutli  of 
Europe  Irom  the  year  1348  till  1880. 

In  eonclndiiiir  ^hr  interesting  e1ia|l» 
ter  on  the  causes  ol  llie  "  hiaek  death^** 
the  author  thus  expresses  himself:— 

'*  Thia  disease  was  a  enmequettee  of 
violent  commotions  in  the  earth's  organ, 
ism — if  any  disease  of  cosmieal  ongia 
can  be  so  considered.  One  spring  set  a 
thousand  others  in  motion  for  the  anni- 
hUation  of  Urtnr  heingSj  transient  or 
permanent,  of  nuNliate  or  immediate  ef- 
feet.  'Hie  mr»«t  powerful  of  all  was  con- 
tagion ;  for  in  tiic  most  distant  countries, 
which  had  scavcelj  yet  heard  the  echo 
of  the  first  coDCussion,  the  people  fell  u 
sacrififv  to  organic  jxiivmi — the  un- 
firn.  ly  itffvpring  of  vital  energies  thrown 
lutu  violent  commotion." 

That  the  nationt  of  Europe,  after  socb 
mfoarful  coQcnasioit,  were  enabled  to  de« 
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Yetop  thdr  energies  to  lodi  an  extent  as 

Hiej  did  io  the  next  and  fdlowiag  oen- 

tiincs,  is,  as  tbe  author  observes,  a  strong- 
proof  of  the  indestructibility  of  human 
societ_y  as  a  whole.  *'  To  assume,  liow- 
erer,  that  it  did  not  suffer  any  essential 
change  internallj,  because  in  appear, 
ance  every  thincf  remained  as  belore,  is 
iueonsistent  with  a  just  view  of  cause 
and  effect.  Man^  historians  seem  to 
bare  adopted  such  an  opinion;  aoens- 
tomed,  as  usual,  to  judge  of  Uie  moral 
condition  of  the  po«>})le  solely  according 
to  the  vicissitudes  ui  earthly  power,  the 
events  of  battles,  and  tbe  influence  of 
religion,  bat  to  pass  over  with  indif- 
ference the  ^at  phenomena  of  nature, 
which  modify,  not  only  the  surface  of 
ilie  earth,  but  ah»o  the  human  mind. 
Hence,  moat  of  them  have  touched  but 
superficiany  on  the  ^  great  mortality" 
of  the  fotirtccnth  century.  Wc,  for  our 
parts,  arc  convinced,  that  in  the  history 
of  the  world,  the  *  biaek  death'  is  one  of 
the  most  important  events  which  have 
prepared  the  waj  for  the  present  state 
of  Europe." 

The  chapter  on  the  moral  eflccis  of  the 
black  plague,  particularly  iu  Genuany 
and  Italy,  is  very  beautinilly  drawn  up. 
The  transition  from  that  awful  sense 
of  humiliation,    which  characterized 
the  outbreak  of  the  pestilence  in  every 
quarter,    to    the    must   rank  fanati- 
asm— then  bigetted  zeal—and,  nlti- 
matelj,  the  most  abominable  spirit  of 
]>ersccutjun,  is  admirably  descrioed  by 
the  pen  of  Dr.  Heckcr.    His  account  of 
the  r'lagcUants  is  the  fullestwehavcsceu, 
and  tbe  aetatb  of  the  crodties  inflicted  on 
the  Jews  are  painAiIly  interesting.  But 
perhaps  tJjc  portion  of  the  volume  which 
dc,scr\csour  best  commendation,  is  that 
in  y^hick  the,  state  of  the  profession  in 
the  fourteenib  century  is  depicted.  It 
wooM  seem  that  we  have  been  toomodi 
in  the  habit  of  undervaluing  the  practi- 
cal ability  of  the  physicians  who  tlou- 
rifthed  at  the  time  oi  this  great  pesti- 
lence, and  to  whose  merits  tardy  justice 
has  been  at  length  dune  hjr  the  author 
of  the  "  black  (ieath."    It  is  true  that 
the  document  put  forth  by  the  faculty  of 
Paris  as  a  body—- detailing  their  opinion 
of  the  causes  of  tbe  plaf^ue— does  not 
ledmnidmucb  te  their  credit  as  ascientiflc 
corporation ;  but  the  age  which  possessed 
sucli  able  men  as  Gentilis  of  Foligno, 
Guy  de  Chauliac,  Galeazzu  de  Sauta 
Sofia,  and  Cbalin  de  Tinario,  was  not 
irithoat  witnesses  to  redeem  the  profes- 


sional character.  The  sketebea  of  these 

distinguished  lights  of  their  age  we 

would  fain  transfer  to  our  columns,  did 
our  space  permit ;  but  we  are  warned  by 
our  narrowing  limits  to  reserve  some 
room  for  one  more  extract;  it  relates  to 
the  origin  of  quarantine  : — 

"  The  first  regulation  which  was  is- 
sued for  this  purpose,  ori^-inated  with 
Viscount  Bemabo,  and  is  dated  the  17th 
January,  1374.  '  Every  plague  patient 
was  to  be  taken  out  of  tbe  cit)r  into  the 
fields,  there  to  die  or  to  recover.  Those 
who  attended  upon  a  plague  patient 
were  to  remain  apart  for  ten  days,  be- 
fore they-  again  associated  witn  any 
body.  The  priests  were  to  eacaminctbe 
diseased,  an(l  point  out  to  special  com- 
missioners the  wersons  infected,  under 
punishment  of  toe  confiscation  of  their 
goods,  and  of  being  burned  alive.  Who- 
ever imported  the  plague,  the  state  conw 
deraneu  his  ^oods  to  confiscation. 
Finally,  none  except  those  who  were 
appointed  fur  that  purpose,  were  to  at- 
tend plague  patients,  under  penalty  of 
death  ana  confiscation.' 

"  These  orders,  in  correspondence 
with  the  spirit  of  the  fourteenth  century, 
are  sufficiently  decided  to  indicate  a  re^ 
collection  of  tne  good  effecte  of  confine- 
ment, and  of  keep! II LT  at  a  distance 
those  suspected  of  naviug  plague.  It 
was  said  that  Milan  itself,  b^'  a  ri|);orous 
barrieado  of  three  houses  m  which  the 
pla<rue  had  broken  out,  maintained  it- 
self free  from  the  '  yreat  inortnlitrf  for 
a  considerable  time  ;  and  cxam])le9  of 
the  preservation  of  individual  families, 
by  means  of  a  strict  separation,  were 
certainly  very  fireqnent  That  these  or- 
ders must  have  caused  universal  afflic- 
tion, from  their  uncommon  severity,  as 
we  know  to  have  been  especially  the 
ease  in  tlw  city  of  Reggio,  ma)-  be 
easily  conceived ;  but  Bemabo  did  not 
suffer  himself  to  be  frightened  from  his 
]>urposc — on  the   contrary,  when  the 
plague  returned  in  the  year  1383,  he 
for&de  the  admission  of  people  from  in- 
fected places  into  his  territories,  on  pain 
of  death.    We  have  now,  it  is  true,  no 
account  how  far  he  succeeded  ;  yet  it  is 
to  be  supposed  that  he  anrested  the  dis- 
ease, for  it  had  long  lost  the  property  of 
the  *  black  death' — to  spread  abroad  in 
the  air  the  contagious  matter  which  pro- 
ceeded from  the  luugs,  charged  with  pu- 
tridity, and  to  taint  the  atmoq)here  of 
whole  cities  by  the  vast  niunben  of  the 
sick.  Now  tkat^  it  had  tesmiicd  ita 
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mtl'K  r  fonii,  so  that  it  iiH'v  trd  only  by 
contact,  it  admitted  being  confined  mth- 
iu  individual  dwe]]in|!|f»,  as  easily  as  in 
modern  times." 

Tt  was  ill  14S'>  tljat  the  first  special 
council  of  health  was  instituted,  and 
that  at  Vt  nice ;  in  which  city  also  all 
tboae  rcjj^nlations  were  g^raduall^y  called 
into  activity,  which  have  served  in  later 
tiinr^  a<i  a  model  ft)r  the  oilier  soiithmi 
states  of  I\m()|)<'.  I.azarrttos  were  esta- 
blished, and  a  pow  er  ui'  life  and  death 
granted  over  those  who  Tiolated  the 
rules.  BiUs  of  heaHfa,  however,  were 
not  general  in  Europe  until  the  year 
1665. 

In  the  Appendix  are  some  carious  ma^ 
terials  for  the  inquidtiTe:  the  ancient 
song  of  the  Flagellants — a  copy  of  the 
extorted  confessions  of  certain  Jew  s,  who 
were  tortured  at  Chillou  for  the  btippos- 
ed  crime  of  poisoningf  the  wella— and 
finally,    some    extracts   from  Caius's 

Boke  on  the  Sweate.'*  On  the  wliolc 
this  volume  oujrht  to  be  popular;  to  the 
profebsioa  it  must  prove  hif^hly  ac<  ep- 
tabYe,  as  conveying- so  much  informatiott 
touchiujij'  an  important  sulyect,  which 
had  almost  Ik  en  sufl'rn  d  to  In-  hurled  in 
oblivion;  and  v< «-  tiiiiik  that  to  Dr.  Ba- 
biu^tuu  especial  thanks  are  due,  for  hav- 
ing naturalised  so  interesting  a  ^irodttc- 
tion.  The  style  of  the  translataon,  we 
may  add,  ix  free  frnm  foreig-n  idioms^^ 
it  reads  like  an  English  original. 
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SaturtUiy,  April  SO,  1833. 

**  UcH  omBllms*  tlect  ctiam  mihi,  dtgnttitta 

Jlrtif  tixrl  J  I  ntiHfas  mfu\o  venieiidl  111 

publicum  i»U,  dicttoUl  pcrlcotum  uon  recuio." 

Ctcsmo. 

EDINBURGH  GRADUATES. 

A  LEARN Eo  and  highly-respeeted  eon. 
temporary  has  taken  some  trouble,  with 
a  view  of  nectiiying  what  he  calb  "  a 
nisrcpiesentation — unintentional  douht- 
le»,"  on  our  part,  with  regiid  to  the 
Etfittburgh  graduates.  Our  readers 
may  possibly  remember  that»  a  iew 
weeks  aj^o,  we  published  a  letter  from 
I>r.  Christison  on  the  same  !-ul>ject;  and 
lest  there  should  he  any  doubt  as  to 
what  wo  actually  did  say,  we  &ball  here 


repeat  it.  In  advocating  \^ilh  all  our 
hmiiLle  ]>owers  the  cause  ot  the  Liceu- 
tiates  of  the  I.fiiidon  College  of  Physi- 
cians, we  oltserved,  tiial  what  had  given 
a  handle  aj^ainst  them,  and  made  it 
more  difficult  for  tlieir  friends  to  serve 
them  than  mi<;^ht  otherwise  have  been 
the  ease,  w  hs  the  manner  in  which  some 
of  them  had  obtained  their  diplomas, 
owin)2r  to  the  tott  «^reat  facility  ^vith 
which  the  JScolch  Universities  were  in 
the  habit  of  granting  degrees.  In  re- 
ference to  this  {Hiint,  we  said— 

"  Tf  M  onM  not  he  difBcult  to  point  out 
Licentiates  who  have  bad  no  Uoiversitj 
education  whatever^who  have  eene  to 
London  to  take  whaterer  chance  or  ftr* 
tune  might  send  them — who  have  prac- 
tised as  surj^rrons,  or  apothecaries,  or 
any  tiling;  and  who  have  either  pur- 
chased their  degree  at  Aberdeen,  or 
(ieaviiif;  their  patients  in  thedMi|re  of 
a  frlt  inl  for  a  day  or  two,)  have  matricu- 
lated at  Edinburgh;  and  hy  rcpcauiig the 
same  jprucc&s  two  or  three  limci»,bave  on 
the  last  occasion  come  back  nom  the 
north  full  grown  Doctors,  without  ever 
having  been  missed  from  London.*' 

This  is  the  ])assa<^e  at  which  our  con- 
temporary of  the  north  ha«  taken  um- 
brage, and  to  the  refutation  of  which  he 
devotes  several  pages. 

We  have  too  much  respect  finr  t]ie 
parties  in  question  to  meet  the  cmo 
otherwise  than  in  n  spirit  of  perfect  cm* 
dour.  Infloenced  by  these  feelings,  we 
must  say  that  we  are  rather  astonished  mt 
some  of  the  comments  which  have  been 
made  upon  our  words  above  qiioleO« 
which,  we  submit,  can  only  be  faiilj 
interpreted  to  mean,  as  refi^uils  Edtn- 
burgh,  that  there  were  some  lioen* 
tiates  of  the  London  College  of  Fl^. 
sidans  who  had  obtained  thehr  de- 
gree there  without  a  honi  /StU  re- 
sidence.  This  assertion  we  regret  In 
be  compelled  to  repeat,  notwilhsUinding 
the  denial  of  our  oontca^Miraij.  We 
are  calh^  upon  to  name  the  parties; 
but  it  is  <piite  obvious  that  to  do  so 
would  be  in  the  highest  degree  invi. 
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liiuifi,  and  gi%€' a  ])er>onal  aud  iiulivi- 
dua]  nppHcntion  to  observations  of  a 
general  naJure,  and  uliuh  were  intend- 
ed to  rtfer  to  certain  rircuiustanccH  con- 
oeeted  w  ith  tlie  London  College  ol'  Pliy- 
>ician-  — not  to  hurt  the  feelings,  or 
injiii  .-  th-  n-putatiou,  of  gcuUt men  long 
M'lticti  III  jji^t.  liee.  We  say  that  an  Edin- 
l>uj|(l}  de^ee  lja.s  been  ubijiued  witliout 
a  k0nA  Jifie  rcsidenee.  J'hei/^  on  the  eon- 
tnrj,  sajr  it  never"  lias;  and  we  are 
content  to  let  the  matter  rest,  on  the  re 
tpectire  antiioniies  of  the  two  journals-* 
liavi  ng,  however,  fiftt  cdkd  attantioii  to 
wkat  feDows.  It  U  not  a  Bandied 
yem  ago  abioe  the  matticulation,  per- 
ienard  once  darinpr  the  wasoB,  was  the 
•nlf  ccfemonj-,  except  that  of  pacing 
the  fee  to  the  piofesflor,  by  which  the 
pitiencc  of  the  student  was  positively 
aMetlained;  and  these  having  been 
game  ihiongh,  the  next  nail  to  the 
noth  night  cany  the  par^  who  had  so 
cmoUed  his  name,  hack  to  roll  pills  in 
England.  That  such  facilitj  was 
never**  taken  advantage  of,  is  the 
£uictfal  hdief  of  our  contemponity ; 
that  it  occasion&Uj  was  SO,  is  our  state- 
ment, Ibondf  d  on  a  koowledg-e  of  the 
fret.  But  again  we  are  told,  that  the 
nei:c%^mty  monthly  sub»cri]>tious,  and 
the  close  snrreiDancc  of  the  teachers,  is 
(lie)  perlectlj  sufficient  to  enforce  resi- 
dence and  attendance."  From  this  we 
learn  at  least  tuu  things  which  are  im- 
portant :  first,  that  there  are  "monthly" 
sofncriptions ;  and,  secondly,  that  such 
precaution  is  **  necessary."  Now,  at  the 
time  we  allude  to,  there  were  no  monthly 
%ubicription<<,  nor,  indeed,  any  except 
those  above  mentioned;  and  we  cannot 
ff  frain  from  asking^,  whence  tLeir  insti- 
t'jiit»ii  —  w  hence  their  necessity — whence 
the  suntillanec,  aye,  the  "  close"  sur- 
T'lHaner,  «d  tlie  jtrofessors  ?  Is  \l  not 
p.ilj'.ibb-  ibaf  these  regulations  have 
•-  CM  e>tabli>iied,  and  that  their  rigid 
ad.  'ption  haB  been  found  necessary,  to 
fheck  some  abuse?   And  what  aliiic 


but  that  lo  which  we  h:jvc  ulloded  could 
call  for,  or  would  be  ob\  iated  by  them  ? 
In  <,'"ivinnf  insTtion  to  Dr.  f'hristisotrs 
letter,  we  have  already  expressed  our 
satisfaction  tlial  the  evil  no  longer 
existeil. 

Our  eontemporary,howcver,  )iot  content 
with  the  denial  on  tliis  p(jiul,  speaks  of 
the  passage  iu  the  Gazette  which  we 
have  quoted  above,  as  one  which  cer- 
tainly convej's  the  idea,  that  a  physician 
may  graduate  in  Edinburgh  widiovt 
reskenceata  University,  and  without 
examination;**  and  this  repreientataoin 
of  our  statement,  as  applying  to  exami- 
nations, is  made  no  less  than  three 
times  in  the  course  of  the  article. 
We  must  protest  agaiust  the  fairness 
of  this.  There  is  no  expression  of  onn 
which  can,  by  any  latitude  of  interpre- 
tation, he  reasonably  held  to  imply  that 
candidates  ibr  the  degree  were  not  exa- 
mined I  we  know  too  well  the  usages  in 
Edinburgh  to  have  made  so  erroneous  a 
statement.  Our  remark  applied  simply 
to  the  existence  of  Licentiates  in  Lou- 
don, who  had  not  honA  fide  resided  in 
the  nottheni  capital  during  the  full  pe- 
riod of  their  supposed  pupillage ;  this 
was  meant—this  was  expressed— and 
notliing  was  meant  but  what  was  ex- 
pressed. We  are  therefore  disposed 
to  regard  as  a  piece  of  gasconade,  tlie 
peremptory  declaration,  that  "  there 
never  was  such  a  thing  in  Edinburgh  as 
admission  to  degrees  without  examina- 
tion." Who  ever  said  there  was  ? 

Nor  is  this  the  only  point  on  which 
our  contemporary  attributes  to  us  opi- 
nions which  have  no  where  ex- 
pressed (and  which,  therefore,  he  has  no 
right  to  assume  we  entertain),  merely,  as 
it  ^vonld  .seem,  for  the  purpose  of  gain- 
sa\  in-;-  ilieni.  Nolbiny:  is  so  casv  as  to 
build  up  a  man  of  straw  ,  and  then  uost 
valorousiv  to  knock  bim  down  aj^ain. 
llius  Ml  have  some  "wise  saws  uid 
modern  instances"  illustratinj^  I  he  pro- 
pnct^\  of  physicians  being  in  ih;  inu. 
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iniCanee  ItfnesCed  is  surgeons;  and 
Cooper  and  TitTen,  Brodie  and  Law. 
re  ce,  we  are  told,  practise  moire  as  phj- 
siciaDB  than  aa  surgeons;  to  aU  of 
"wkieh  we  bave  not  the  slightest  objeo* 
tioii,  ezoept  to  its  being  introdooed  as 
if  in  answer  to  opposite  doetrines  advo- 
cated in  this  jonnial.  It  ia  fiullier  as> 
turned,  that  we  bare  been  upholding  the 
English  graduates  at  the  expense  of 
the  Scotch.  We  submit  that  we  have 
argued  the  eanae  of  the  latter  most  stre- 
nuously $  and  are  still  ready  to  support 
their  just  claims,  which  we  think  are 
not  fairly  met  in  England'— or  at  least 
in  London.  But  even  in  doing  this,  we 
must  limit  ourselres  to  what  ia  really 
matter  of  faet  And  this  leads  ua  to 
another  of  the  stns  we  hs  re  committed — 
namely,  that  of  having  stated  that  the 
English  graduate  has  the  advantage  in 
his  preliminary  academical  education. 

•*  We  observe  (says  the  learned  edi- 
tor) that  our  contemporary  insists 
much  on  the  advantage  which  the 
graduates  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge 
|)osscss  over  the  Scottish  graduates 
m  general,  and  the  Edinburgh  ones 
in  particular,  in  the  matter  of  pre- 
liminary' academical  education,  and 
maiiitatii^,  tliat,  in  ordrr  to  place  the 
latter  on  u  fooling  \%  itli  the  former,  such 
a  course  of  litoary  education  ought  to 
be  preacribed  and  enforced  bv  aeademi. 
cal  statutf^,  as  might  remove  this  ullr^i^ed 
inequality.  To  tnis  we  have  no  objec- 
tion in  the  world ;  and  though  we  sav 
it  with  humility,  we  have  some  small 
hopes  that  the  average  of  the  Scottish 
Eriiuburgh  ^aduates,  at  least,  would 
Jbear  comparison  in  this  respect,  even 
with  the  average  alumni  of  the  far-famed 
English  establishments.  It  is  a  most 
weak  mistake  to  imagine,  that,  because 
preliminary  aradfimVal  education  is  not 
prescribed  by  tiie  statutes  regarding 
imedical  degrees,  it  is  not  taken.  The 
members  of  the  medical  faculty  under- 
.stand  that  rvrrv  candidate  has  obtained 
the  literary  education  nf"  n  gentleman  ; 
and  this  they  know  couiurehends  the 
usual  acuuaintance  with  the  Greek  and 
Uimian  dassics;  a  course  of  mathema- 
lical  instruction  ;   and  the  cleincnfs  of 

natural  pluio&ophy,  wiiU  ctbicti  or  meu- 


physies,  as  may  be  the  indsvidual  ten- 
dency. This  tney  have  not  thought  k 

proper  to  nrescribe,  no  more  than  they 
thought  of  prescribing  a  course  of  danc- 
ing, fencing,  or  g>'miiaiitics.  But  they 
presume  diat  it  is  obtained;  and,  in 
point  of  Uctj  a  course  of  education  atUl 
more  extensive  is  obtained  by  many  of 
(he  Edinburgh  Scottish  graduates." 

The  above  ia  a  very  singular  passage. 
First,  it  will  be  ofaaerv«d  that  the  aape- 
rioiity  of  the  preliminary  eduoation,  aa 
to  the  classica,  madiematica,  of  the 
English  Universities  ia  called  in  ques- 
tioo;  nest,  that  the  medioal  iaeulty 
**  undentand"  that  the  oandidatea  lor 
a  d^free  in  medicine  have  passed 
through  an  elab(»ate  preiinilnai^  eda- 
cation,  the  paitienhua  of  whidi  ana 
atsted;  but,  lasdy,  dnt  diey  no  asoie 
think  of  prescribing  anch  a  course,  than 
one  of  dandng!  To  thia  we  answer, 
an  the  words  of  our  contamponty,  that 

it  is  most  weak'*  on  thepartof  theuM^ 
dical  faculty,  to  vnderHumi  what  is  hers 
assumed  %  for  it  is  contrary  to  the  lads. 
Students  who  are  nativea  of  £dinbuff||^, 
indeed-— thoaewhohavebeen  atAberdecn 
or  Glasgow,  and  albw  from  Oxfbrd  and 
Cambridge,  together  peihaps  with  some 
foreigneia—m^y  have  gone  through  this 
preliminary  scademioal education;  hutit 
is  quite  notorious  tliat  not  one  in  twenty 
of  the  others  have  had  this  advantage. 
Again,  what  are  we  to  say  of  the  value 
and  importance  attached  to  such  aoqui- 
Mtions,  hy  those  who  place  them  un 
tiae  same  footing  as  "  dancing,  fencing, 
or  gjmnastica."  They  presume  that 
these  last  accomplishments  have  been 
attained,  and  they  also  presume,  that 
the  classics,  mathematics,  natural  phi- 
loKOphr,  and  metaphysics,  have  likewise 
been  duly  studied  !  This  nu>de  of  ar- 
guing the  fjiicstion  nf'f'd';  no  comment; 
aud  we  shall  therefore  conclude  hy  de- 
claring, that  we  have  every  good  feeling 
and  friendly  sympathy  towanls  our 
brethren  of  Edinbiirt^'-h  ;  but  as  we  have 
often  freely  censured  what  is  wroug — ox 


^  J  .  d  by  Google 


appeals  la  w  to  1»t  to,  m  th«  Eagliili 

Uiiiimities  And  Ijondofi  College  of 
Phjstciaiis,  so  we  must  cnife  jpeimisr 
•ioii  to  allade  with  equal  freodom  to 
what  bolgoetiiniable  elaewhcre-Ho  root 
out,  if  we  cm,  theireeda,  should 
thcj  flourish  on  the  northern  bank  of 
the  Tweed. 

ANATOMY  ACT. 

Thb  Attttoiiijr  Act  baviDfl^  been  found 
to  work  well,  and  liavinjr  3ius  fulh*  no- 
tified the  anticipatium  of  those  who, like 
ourselres,  originallj  supported  it,  mca- 
snres  are  ahout  to  be  taken  for  rendering 
ks  operation  permanent  It  appears 
that  when  the  prescTii  Mil  was  fir»t  in- 
troduced, the  qucsiiuii  a:i  to  the  means 
of  meeting  the  expenses  created  consi- 
derable ditficultv,  inasmuch  as  it  was 
held  to  be  an  invariable  rule  in  such 
cas<*«5,  that  the  parties  who  reaped  the 
benefit  should  near  the  burden.  As, 
bowerer,  the  Anatomy  Act  was  last  year 
regaided  aa  an  experiment,  the  Govern* 
iDt  rtl  consented  to  the  insertion  of  a 
clause,  by  which  the  expenses  devolved 
upon  tlie  Treasury,  but,  aa  we  are  in- 
formed, on  an  understanding  that  if  the 
bill  were  fuiiud  to  answer,  a  permanent 
roTisidn  should  be  made  to  meet  the  dis- 
urseijiciiis.  To  accomjdisli  this,  it  is  pro- 
posed ihat  each  person  who  enters  the 
medical  proiession,  should  pay  a  stamp 
duty  of]/.  If.,  and  that  teaeben  of  ana- 
ttmiy  should  annually  pay  a  small  fee 
for  their  licence,  "fhe  {)rinci])al  lec- 
turers, have  si^ed  an  cxprcHSiion  of 
their  approbation  of  this  measure;  so 
that  it  18  qnite  a  mistake  to  suppose  (as 
a  coriteTj>of>rary  has  done),  that  the 
teachcn^  objected  to  it.  Neitlier  ii»  the 
Stutcipeut  correct,  that  the  Act  itiiclf  is 
to  be  altered ;  the  proposed  changes  are 
to  come  under  the  stamp  department. 

GOWCR-BTREET  HOSPITAL. 

Some  of  the  journals  \^}iich  arc  in  the 
pnrtirnlar  interest  of  the  Gower  Street 
hchooi  hare  represented  all  those  who 
condemn  the  8^i>tem  of  grandiloquence 
and  pretension  adopted  by  its  supporters, 
as  having  no  sufficient  grounds  for  their 
strictures,  and  as  being  influenced  by 
nnworthv  motiveii  in  their  auimadTer- 
alons.  The  announcement,  confidently 
made  at  the  beginning  of  last  season, 
that  an  hospital  would  be  opened  before 
the  eoflunenceuent  of  the  next,  is  oue 


of  die  points  which  haa  been^artienlarlj 

adverted  to.  In  keeping  with  this  plan 
it  has  beenafhnned  in  the  journal  which 
may  he  looked  upon  as  the  ospeeial 
organ  of  (he  school,  that  huadry  lar^e 
snma  have  been  received,  and  that  the 
hospital  is  focthwith  to  be  begun. 
Now  we  by  no  means  think  of  contra- 
dicting the  latter  part  of  this  as^rtion, 
for  there  is  no  indWretion  of  which  the 
parties  seem  to  be  ineapable:  we  shall 
therefore  content  ourselves  with  stating, 
as  shewing  the  Jnstiee  of  our  former  re- 
marks, that  by  an  uthcial  announcement 
inserted  in  the  TtWt  of thisday  (April  17, 
1833),  it  appears  that  the  whole  monies 
in  band,  tfi  build,  furnish,  and  endow 
the  said  hospital,  is  exactly  X*3, 10 1 :  19s. 
The  sum  collected  since  the  Jornier  an- 
nouncement, some  months  ago,  result, 
ing  from  the  recent  exertions,  comes  to 
X'616:4s.,  whereof  the  annual  subscrip- 
tions amount  to  nine  (/niuea*  !  To  those 
at  ail  conversant  nilii  such  subjects, 
comment  wonbl  be  superflaowu 


THE  INFLUENZA. 

Tre  infloenza  of  which  we  gave  an 

accotmtlast  week  continues  in  undimi- 
nished activity,  constitutinj;- by  far  the 
most  extensivel)'  prevalent  epidemic 
which  has  for  many  years  visited  this 
metropolis.  We  have  little  to  add  to 
the  description  of  the  symptoms  which 
we  have  already  jiftvi  ri,  n«>r  have  we 
seen  occasion  to  cliange  tiie  opinions  we 
then  offered  regarding  it^  treatment 
Under  Uie  use  of  saline  diapboretics, 
warm  diluents,  and  a  short  confinement 
to  bed,  the  most  ea  es  speedily  lo«5e  their 
character  of  urt^eiicy,  but  very  few  pass 
off  entirely  without  several  days  of  lan- 
guor and  depression.  We  must,  how- 
ever, add  to  our  remark  last  week  a<>falnst 
the  propriety  «)f  hlofHnettiag,  that  wc 
have  heai'd  of  several  eases  in  which 
this  has  been  foUowed  by  the  most  in- 
jurioim  results.  The  phenomena  of  the 
disease — the  stiddennessof  its  in\  n-^^um— 
the  numbers  (sometimes  amounting  to 
ten,  and  even  mure,  in  a  family)  who 
are  simnltaneoasly  seised  widi  tt^and 
its  having  swept  like  a  torrent  over  the 
whole  towTi  —  (  ontrast  very  strongly  with 
the  slow  progress  and  detached  irrup- 
tions of  cholera,  and  forcibly  illustrate 
to  all  who  are  not  blinded  by  prejudice 
the  difference  between  a  disease  which 
is  purely  epidemic,  and  one  which  is 
coutagiuiw. 
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oir 

LUXATI0M8  OF  THE  HUMERUS. 

By  Baron  Di  puttiubk. 

Vrom  the  "  LccoM  Oralei,**  pnbllahcd  periodi- 
cally, undvr  tbe  BtfOlC*  fnipteUoo*  ■MlOCM- 
tiniintioti  of  the  lecttM  al  pt§*  6M  pf  Mf  pn- 

cediDg  volume. 

Theee  is  perhaps  no  snbjrct  in  mn^ry 
wUh  regard  to  which  authors  ore  more 
diflded  tluui  with  fMpeet  to  dtalocatioiit 
of  the  arm.  This  is  not  the  phM»  to  enter 
into  a  history  of  those  differeiu'cs,  and  I 
shall  therefore  content  mysell  with  remind- 
ing vou  thftt  esjMriMMe  sod  obfemitiwi 
have*  convinced  me  that  the  arm  may  be 
di^loralfid  in  three  princi|>al  directionis — 
viz.  if  downwards,  on  tin*  axillary  border 
of  the  acftpnhi;  2,  inwards  and  forwards, 
into  the  sobscapuhir  fo' vn  ;  :\  outwardN 
and  backwards,  into  the  &ub-spiuous  fossa. 
The  presence  of  the  acroniioDeiidoonMxiid 

f>rt)ce88es,  united  as  they  are  by  a  strong 
ignment,  and  the  sittiation  of  the  humeral 
extremity  of  the  clavicle,  are  opposed  to 
dinet  liixfttioB  tipwwvle  {  oer 
Astley  Cooper  admits  a  partial  luxation 
in  this  dircetioii,  the  upper  part  of  the 
capsule  beiu^  luevrated,  and  the  head  of 
the  bone  festin?  upon  die  posterior  ed|te 
of  tJic  coraeoid  priKes<. 

The  dishvcation  of  the  huiueru.t  down- 
wards—the only  one,  according  to  some 
authors,  which*  is  prioiariiy  poMible— ii 
un(I»»ubti'dly  the  mo«it  <f»mmon.  It  is  j^e 
nerally  produced  bv  a  fall  on  tbe  elbow, 
Mid  etiu  more  on  llie  palm  of  the  hand, 
tbe  arm  beiof;  exti-ixled  and  projecting 
directly  from  tbr  Uniy.  The  li?Hn*Tus  is 
then  inclined  on  the  gkuuid  cavity  m  such 
manner  as  to  form  with  it  an  acute  anf 
The  head  of  the  bone,  tluin  sllj>piii^  from 
above  downwards  in  the  articular  cavity, 
comes  to  be  pushed  a^nst  the  lower  part 
of  till-  capsule  :  this,  pressed  in  a  contrary 
direction  by  the  wei^^lit  tf  the  body,  is 
torn,  and  suffers  the  head  of  the  humerus 
to  eecape.  This  is  then  phwed  on  the 
inner  edge  of  the  anterior  border  of  the 
sr^lMiln,  between  the  »«uhscaptilar  mn«K'le, 
Hiiich  is  before,  and  the  long  portion  of 
the  bieepo,  wbieh  is  bdiind.  The  peelo. 
ralis  major  an<l  corresponding  mu>efes  act 
like  a  lever,  tJie  point  d'appui  of  whicli  i-^ 
at  the  elbow,  anil  llio  resistance  to  which 
it  At  the  ihonlder-jolnt  The  Inzntion 
downwards  mav  also,  according  tn  some 
authors,  be  pro(iuce<l  by  a  violent  blow  on 
the  external  part  of  tlie  thoolder,  beneath 
the  acromion.  But  then  it  is  often  oom* 
plicated  with  fmcturc  of  the  f!ra])nla  or 
humerus.  It  may  also  be  caused  by  mere 
mnsenUr  notion  in  *  violent  eSbrt  of  the 
arm  to  raise  a  burden,  or  in  an  epilcptk 
fit.  Th»"  iiyraptom<i  c»f  thi"  hiyntjon  an* — 
liugiiteuinij  of  the  arm,  its  ol'liquc  direc- 


tion ovtwnidat  the  elbow  separated  hem 
the  trunk,  with  inability  to  approximate 

it;  the  head  and  body  b.  ni  to  the  affected 
side;  the  fore-ann  scmiticxcd ;  impossibi- 
lity of  die  spontnneons  movementi  of  ei«vn^ 

tion  or  mtation ;  pain  on  attcmptiiig  the00| 
deformity  of  the  shoulder;  projection  dT 
the  acromion,  with  a  depression  under  it^ 
a  hard  round  tumor  in  the  avUla. 

The  luxation  iiiwar«K  m  fnnvards  ao- 
perrenes  upon  a  fall  on  the  elbow,  sepa- 
rated from  the  body,  and  cnrried  bnelewnid. 
The  persistance  of  this  situation  when  the 
J  ;itit  lit  i-^  niiM  d  — the  presence  of  a  tumor 
formed  by  iim  head  of  the  humerus  beneatii 
the  cUricie  and  before  the  •hooIder,whidb 
is  less  defonned  than  in  the  preceding 
case — lastly,  the  impossil)ility  of  bringing 
the  elbow  forwards  without  giving  great 
pain— leave  no  doubt  as  to  tne  existence 
of  a  lu\a1ion  of  this  kind.  It  murh 
more  rare  than  dislocaticm  downwards  j  it 
is  also  seldom  primary,  but  olmost  nlwnyt 
con<^outiiw  npon  the  hnH. 

A  fall  npfui  the  <'!l>ow,  carried  power, 
fully  forward  and  upwards,  may  cause  dis- 
loentlon  ontwards  and  bttclcwards.  This 
displacement  is  extremt  lv  mre,  and  would 
I>erhaps  be  impossible,  without  a  vicious 
disposition  of  the  glenoid  cavity  ;  such  as 
its  being  inclined  backwards,  and  consi- 
dt'rubl\  elont^'atcd.  In  tbi^  di<>loeation,  the 
arm,  ihilc  separated  from  ihe  breast,  i«  di- 
rected forward  and  inwards — theshonlder 
is  nien-ly  flattened  at  it^anterior  jairt— the 
h<  rul  nf  the  hnmenis  is  driven  beneath  the 
spine  of  the  scapula,  towards  the  external 
bolder  of  Iho  anterior  nnvle  of  this  bono. 

I  bnve  thotight  it  Hgiit  to  enter  into 
tbeaeprelinimnrv  details,  in  the  first  place^ 
partienlarly  wiiii  u  view  to  the  modiiicn- 
txons  whioh  I  wish  to  introdnee  of  Ihn 
tluon^  trentmlly  received  on  thi«  subjtvt, 
and  of  which  I  shall  ^in-  you  a  newwi^. 
1st,  The  eloni^utiuQ  uf  the  limb,  in  the  dis* 
location  called  dowRu^a^di,  is  not  a  fiaet 
newly  observed.  1  haw  -rm  it  in  all  thn^ 
whom  I  have  attended  during  a  rery  loi^ 
practice.  But  dees  this  elengntion  tnfcn 
plnoo  in  ail  didocntions  of  the  humerus  as 
5omc  a<<«frt;  or,  on  the  contrary  ,  h  the 
arm  at  one  time  longer,  and  at  another 
shorter,  aeeoydin^  to  tne  Und  of  Inmtina, 
as  others  maintain }  tM,  Can  the  hnmcres 
he  luxated  primitively  in  »me  direciion 
only,  and  arc  the  other  varieties  only  coo* 
seentlve?  3d,  If  it  be  tme  that  thare  is 
hut  one  kind  i>f  primitive  luxation,  in  what 
direction  i»  itr  4th,  Can  dislocation  only 
take  place  with  laceration  of  the  capsuhur 
ligament ;  or  is  it  sufficient  that  tnla  ha 
stn  tcln  d  and  distended  '  .5th,  The  cap- 
sule being  torn,  can  it,  by  exercising  c<mi> 
strictioo  ronnd  the  didocated  bone,  oppose 
the  redaction,  as  maintained  by  I>csanU; 
or  art*  we  to  airrrr  with  A'sfb  v  Cooper, 
who  holds  tins  obstacle  to  be  aitogvibcr 
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imaginary  i  Lastly,  Tbcie  exist  difagiw- 
mmXa  witb  regard  to  tfaa  aoatoaiieBl  itmo- 

tare  of  fM>me  of  the  modes  of  union  of  the 
articulation,  each  txplainina:,  according  to 
Ills  own  views,  the  mechanism  and  ire- 
qoency  of  dkloeatioii  of  the  hameraa.  It 
is  ihu!*  that  some— and  I  a::rrr-  witli  them 
in  opinion  admittinir  thai  the  lower  part 
of  the  capsule  lm  muiit  (vahh;  have  cou^ii- 
dened  diuocatiun  downwards  as  the  most 
coranK'n  :  liilr  titlicis  mainluin  that  this 
part  x^i  thu  tUickesit,  auii  univ  rank  disloca- 
tion downwards  in  the  thlia  4Qgl«e  of  fre- 
quency. It  waidd  be  ctty  for  me  to  ad- 
(Ince  invt^  from  my  own  experience  which 
would  settle  most  of  these  opinions  from 
hencefonraide ;  Imt  I  diall  coofiae  myielf 
to  directing  your  attention  to  the  various 
points  where  cases  illustrative  of  them  oc- 
cur to  us.  It  is  generall;^  litaled,  that  lux- 
•tionB  of  the  obicular  joints  are  always 
com  pie  I  e ;  but  palholi>i]fical  anatomy  has 
proved  the  contrary,  by  presenting  us  witli 
incomplete  dislocations  of  the  arm  and 
thigh. 

DiagttMis  between  Fracture  of  the  upper  end  oj 
th9  Humtnut  a»d  Di$toeatiMief  th€^mtUmr^ 

Every  one,  continued  31.  Dupuytren,  af> 
fecttd  with  luxation  or  fracture  of  the  up- 
per part  of  the  humerus,  will  be  fuuud  to 
nave  faUont  on  the  side  of  the  injury ;  bttt 
the  position  of  the  limb  at  the  moment  of 
faliinc;^  is  not  the  same  in  any  two  cases; 
and  this  difi'ereuce  usually  decides  the  kiud 
of  lesioii  which  remits,  and  furnishes  the 
means  of  recntrnizinij  it.  IT — the  arm  be- 
ing separated  from  the  body,  and  carried 
forwards  or  outwards  with  a  view  to  break 
the  fidl-^dMie  l>e  displacement,  then  fuch 
displacement  will  be  a  Inyiition  of  the 
head  of  the  humerus  without  fracture.  If, 
on  the  coDtiaiy,  the  atm  has  hten  kept 
close  to  the  side  (the  patient,  Ibr  exampk, 
having  his  hand  in  the  porket  of  his  pan- 
taloons), it  in  tlie  bail  ot  the  shotUder 
thait  ibit  weight  of  the  body  iiniyiBgeB 
against,  and  then,  if  there  be  displace- 
ment,  it  i**  a**  the  result  of  fracture, 
or  crushinKt  ^i  hmd  or  the  upper 
part  ol  the  himicras.  In  both  cases 
there  h  acute  pain  at  the  top  of  tlu  shoulder, 
aii'i  the  |..^tient  always  thinks  that  the  fall 
bus  laken  piacu  uu  (he  beat  of  his  suffering. 
But  when  it  it  tlie  remit  of  luxation,  the 
fall  having  occurred  nn  the  palm  of  the 
hand,  this  last  is  generally  soiled,  or 
bmascd  and  excoriated;  if,  on  the  con* 
tnury,  the  pain  is  caused  by  fracture,  we 
obetree  tliat  tlie  fall  has  taken  place  on 
tin  dUMilder  itself,  by  the  absence  of  all 
SMChe  abont  the  hand,  by  the  soiling  of 
clothes,  or  even  of  the  slon  of  the  arm, 
•which  is  also  freiiuently  bruised  or  wound- 
ed. In  luxation,  the  pain  depends  on  the 
laeemtioii  of  tlie  fibrovs  capnde  and 
veigbboiidnff  tisavcs;  inliractnte  it  results 


irom  the  contusion  of  the  upper  part  of 
Urn  shoulder  and  the  hgoiy  done  to  the 
soft  parts  by  the  brcAen  henek  There  mmy 

be  er<bym(»'.is  about  the  arm  in  cither  case; 
but  m  luxatiuu  it  is  produced  by  lacera- 
tion aboat  the  inner  part  of  the  joint,  and 
in  fracture  by  contusion  of  the  outer 
parts;  and  thus  the  fwat  tif  such  appear- 
ance is  different,  being  un  the  inner  side 
in  thefbnner  case,  and  on  the  outer  part  of 
the  arm  in  the  Intti  r  nc-irk';,  ecchyno- 
sis  is  less  common  iu  dislocation,  but  al- 
most constant  in  firacture. 

In  both  lesions  the  acromion  is  salliant, 
the  deltoid  flattmrH  ,  there  is  a  void  at  its 
inner  margin,  and  in  the  hollow  of  tlie 
aidlla  there  is  now  a  projection ;  b«t  en 
exact  analysis  of  the  symptoms  removes 
the  doubts  whii-li  a  superncial  examination 
may  have  produced.  In  fact,  tbeproiec- 
tion  of  the  acromion  is  more  oonsiMmble, 
and  the  flattcnint?  of  the  deltoid  greater, 
in  luxation  than  in  fracture,  when  this 
muscle  appears  bwolien.  in  luxation 
we  at  the  inner  mde  of  the  deltoid, 
Ji  very  i^rent  hri!lo\v  produced  hv  the 
displacement  of  the  head  ot  the  bone: 
tliis  hollow  is  less  in  fracture.  Tlie  pro* 
minence  in  the  aiin*pit  in  consequence  of 
luxation  is  very  considerable,  while  in 
IVacture  it  is  much  less ;  aud  iu  the  fbnner 
case  its  shape  is  roand,  while  it  is  nnefen 
in  the  latter.  Neither  mobility  nor  crcpi- 
tation  are  present  in  ln\ntif>n,  uhilethey 
arc  ^sily  obsencd  in  iraiture.  la  short, 
is  the  hamerns  luxated }  Motion  of  the 
member  is  vainly  attnnpted,  though  it  may 
move  indeed  with  the  shoulder  itself,  as  if 
both  were  one  and  the  same  piece.  Is  it 
lltactnred?  There  is  an  unnatural  mobility 
on  a  point  in  ihr  v]i]}f'r  extremity  of  the 
hone— a  mobility  which  is  usuallv  aooom* 
panied  by  crepitation,  perceptible  on  at- 
tempting to  rotate  the  bone  about  its  axis. 
In  fine,  what  above  all  other  things  distin- 

Jruishes  luxation  from  tracture  is,  that  the 
ormer  is  moie  diiiiettlt  of  redaction  $  bnt 
once  reduced,  requires  only  to  have  the 
arm  secured  to  tlie  brrn-r  .  whilst  in  firac- 
ture  an  apporeii  is  indi:»pcnsul>le,  in  order 
to  beep  the  ftagments  in  contact,  to  pre- 
vent the  mns(  li  >  from  reprodueing  tho 
(lis])laeenient,  and  to  obtain  a  cure  with- 
out deformity. 

It  sometimes  happens  that,  when  the 
fracture  consists  merely  in  a  simple  solu- 
tion of  continuity  without  displacement, 
it  may  be  confoanded  with  aTioieat  bruise 
of  the  shoulder.  Our  only  means  of  assor- 
ing  onr-flves  of  what  has  actually  happen- 
ed, is  derived  from  the  diagpaosis  aOordcd 
bj  crepitation  mid  mobility.  We  must, 
however,  not  let  ourselves  be  deceived  by  a 
false  crcpitatioTT,  which  consists  in  the 
crackling  whu  li  ih  sometimes  met  with, 
aiisinr  from  a  violent  contnsioa  of  the 
shoallert  and  wliieh  is  the  nsult  of  Inilam. 
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mation  of  tl»  articular  Kurfaoes,  and  of 
the  want  of  gynonn.  The  fdllowing  are 
aome  cases  calculated  to  exemplify  our 
▼Iowa:— 

Cask  I.— 'Fracture  of  tht  Neck  of  the  IJu- 
mtrut,  with  ttighi  DUplae$mtnt  ^  th»  Htad 
^'  Utt  Jkm,  $imuialmg  L«tiafmi. 

An  old  soldier,  at  present  a  shoeinnlccr, 
n^('f\  62,  while  walkintr  nl»>ng  an  iiulincd 
plane  received  a  fall,  m  which  Uie  w  eight 
of  hie  body  came  down  npon  tbe  left  tho. 
racic  mrmnrr.  He  wn'-  takm  t"  the  H6. 
tel  Dieu  the  dav  after  the  accident,  when 
there  apixearedf  a  considerable  swelling 
around  the  scapulo  humeral  articulation; 
a  confrartinn  nf  the  d»  ItfMfl,  with  increase 
of  thickness  and  length  of  tlie  muscle, 
wliicb,  notwitbstandi]^^,  was  perceptibly 
pitted ;  projection  (»f  the  acromion  more 
marked  than  usual;  inability  to  bring  the 
arm  in  (»>ntact  with  tbe  trunk ;  a  crepita- 
tion and  mobility,  thou[^  yery  obseoie;  a 
rounded  tumor,  resembling  the  head  of  the 
humerus,  in  the  arm  pit;  and  a  sort  of 
promiiieiicu  at  tlie  internal  part  of  the 
shoulder,  beneath  tbe  pectoralis  major. 
These  were  complirnti  f|  symptoms,  but  M. 
Dupuytren  pronounced  without  besitiUion 
the  existence  of  a  fracture.  The  apparatus 
waa  applied;  bat  two  days  altertiiesweU. 
ing  was  augmented,  and  it  wa??  perceived 
in  dressing  the  patient  that  the  deltoid 
iRQsele  waa  not  ao  larve,  thick,  or  oon- 
traeted,  as  it  appeared  at  first;  that  it 
eonld  he  depressed ;  that  there  was  a  hol- 
low below  the  acromion,  which  was  itself 
less  prominent  than  it  bad  been ; — in  fine, 
the  absence  of  all  mobility,  and  the  j)re 
scncc  of  a  p<'rfi*ctly  rounded  head  in  the 
arm-pit,  gave  retuHin  to  pause  before  finally 
adopting  the  opinion  or  its  being  a  ftae- 
tnrr. 

Some  attempts  were  made  at  extciusion. 
A  cushion  filling  the  arm  pit  was  managed 
as  in  fracture  of  the  datlele;  the  arm  ap- 
plied to  the  cushif'Ti  wn"  tixenl  there  by  se- 
veral circular  folds  of  a  roller,  comroenciag 
at  the  knrer  part  of  the  limb,  and  encir* 
cling  the  trunk,  and  so  applied  as  that  the 
inferior  third  of  the  hnmcru5,  covered  by 
the  roller,  was  <lirected  a  little  forwanfs 
and  inwards,  whilst  its  snperior  extremity 
was  turned  a  little  haekwards  and  up- 
wards, resting  meantime  on  the  cushion. 
In  five  days  the  swelling  had  subsided  and 
was  nearly  gone;  crepitation  was  easily 
divrnrrred,  and  tbe  fingers  introduced  into 
the  arm-pit  could  feel  the  inferior  Ixag- 
ment,  which  was  very  rough,  and  seemM 
to  be  eomposed  of  several  pieces  slightly 
mf>v»  nhle.  The  head  of  the  humerus  vmAd 
alHo  l)e  felt;  it  was  displaced,  and  turned 
a  little  forwards  andtewardSb  TheoppanU 
was  re-applied,  and  renewed  at  first  every 
lhrpcday<<,  aftcnvard"*  crrry  five  or  six.  On 
the  fortieth  day  it  was  removed  altogether; 


there  was  no  more  mtdiility  or  crepitation; 

the  limh  had  resumed  its  ordinary  length, 
and  the  deltoid  and  acromion  their  proprr 
condition* 

C'iiSE  11. — Lmaiion  of  iht  Right  Uummiu 
upwardi  and forward$,  eoMSsaliaf  sn  m  Laam^ 
lisa  tiMMrdk. 

Hamlin,  26  years  nfage,  a  gla&«i  cutt<r, 
was  giving  help  at  a  fire,  and  while  walk- 
ing  hastily  along  the  roof  of  a  house  &%t 
stories  high,  fdl  into  a  yard,  breaking  bis 
fall  1)v  >triking  airninst  a  w(H>den  shoi 
eight  i'eet  from  the  ground.  Upon  reach 
ing  tbe  Hdtel  Dieu  there  were  fonnd  on 
him  a  luxation  of  the  huinenis»  and  seve. 
ml  prirvrnis  hruise«!.  The  arm  was  jdactd 
on  a  pillow,  the  e<intui>ions  were  fomented, 
and  a  bleeding  was  performed. 

Next  day,  the  patient  lying  on  his  baek, 
his  arm  was  laid  on  the  pillow  at  a  right 
angle  from  his  body ;  the  palm  of  tbe 
hand  was  turned  forward,  and  the  wbols 
meinher  was  in  the  most  complete  state  of 
supination.  T^pon  feeling  in  the  arm-pit, 
no  projection  was  found;  but  on  moving 
the  finger  forward,  there  was  detected 
within  and  beneath  the  pectoral  muscles  a 
projection  formed  by  the  bead  of  tbe  ha> 
merus,  separated  by  only  a  ftrw  lines  firaia 
the  clavicle.  By  pnmnng  the  t  xamiaa- 
tion  after  this  manner,  a  luxation  furwards 
and  upwards,  consecutive  on  a  luxation 
inwards,  was  readily  reeognized.  The  pa. 
tient  was  again  bled,  to  jModoce  fidntnenL 
On  the  following  day,  beiore  th«'  ]>r«H  r««  for 
reduction  was  bc^un,  M.  Dupuytrcu  ob 
served  that  it  would  be  probably  a  labe> 
rious  husine.s.s,  for  they  had  to  deal  willi  a 
strong  man,  rohust  and  muscular;  and 
this  sort  of  iuxalitm  was  alleiuUd  with 
much  more  difliculty  than  whvn  it  was 
fli>wn\\  ards  and  in-n  anl^.  This  pn>ved 
he  the  case.  The  reduction  was  not  ac- 
complished until  after  severe  and  protract, 
ed  exertions,  and  turning  off  tbe  MitieU% 
attention  repeatedly  hy  an xI^miv  aim  multi- 
plied questions.  Toe  arm  was  thai 
placed,  and  kept  in  a  semifln  position, 
and  attached  to  the  trunk  by  tbe  aid  of  a 
towel.  F'omentations  were  applied  to  fbe 
shoulder.  In  the  course  of  twenty  days 
the  patient  was  allowed  to  more  tbe  parts; 
hut  it  was  loiii;  fore  beooiild  leeovertha 
full  use  of  his  antt. 

Luxation  of  tiie  humerus  is  sometimes 
attended  with  fkaetnre  of  the  neck  of  the 
hone.  In  such  cases,  even  the  combination 
of  nature  and  the  resources  of  art  can  avail 
hot  little ;  yet  a  good  diagnosis  is  of  great 
value,  in  order  to  direct  the  proper  appli> 
cations.  Tn  order  to  distiny^uish  the  exis- 
tence of  fracture  in  such  circum!>tauces, 
M.  Dnpnytren*s  role  is  this:— Reslom  to 
the  limb,  by  suitahle  niethmls,  its  natural 
form  and  length;  then  n  visit  the  patient 
in  about  seven  or  eight  hours,  and  if  yoa 
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in<I  tlic  shoulder  deformed,  jpn  may  h9 
turethat  there  is  fracture. 

We  have  seen,  continued  M.  Dupujrtren, 
haw  diffioilt  it  MmetinMS  is  to  dittSngniah 

luxation,  even  when  recrnt,  fi-om  fracture 
of  the  bumertu.  This,  however,  ought 
onl^  to  stimulate  you  to  acquire  precise 
notions  regarding  the  nature  of  such  In- 
juries; for  jnistaVcs  ou  this  held  are  com- 
mou  onlj  among  persons  iU-taugbt,  and 
little  nocttstomcd  to  practice.  In  thif  hot- 
pital  we  have  often  had  to  treat  patients 
labonrinif  under  luxations  or  fractures, 
which  had  been  niistakeu  by  practiliiuKTs 
in  town,  although  the  cfaaraeteristic  svmp. 
toms  were  ouite  clear.  Hut  in  old  luxa- 
tions the  nistincfuishinff  signs  are  niucli 
more  diHicult  to  ascertain.  Of  this  yuu 
inusit  be  persuaded  firom  the  rcry  case 
'\^  fiirh  has  led  to  these  remarks.  The  symp- 
toms of  fracture,  if  they  ever  existed,  may 
have  ^dsappcared ;  there  Koiain,  of  eoorse, 
tbose  common  to  both  ii^nriei;  but  there 
an%  bcsiih  s  the  peculiar  symptoms  of  lux- 
ation, which  time  does  not  efface.  Tlicse 
iaat  It  Mores  os  to  make  weU  in  preca* 
wiom  instances. 

For  (his  purpo^  we  must  attend  to  tlie 
diagnostic  signs  given  in  the  preceding  ob- 
aenratioDS,  namely— 1st,  the  lengthening 
of  the  arm,  a  sign  by  no  means  ueu  ,  us  we 
have  already  said,  but  of  which  hillicrto 
all  the  importance  has  not  been  appreciat- 
ed; 2d,  the  lengthening  of  the  anterior 
limit  of  the  axilla ;  3d,  the  deforniity  of 
the  slioulder,  and  the  c*asy  pitting  of  the 
deltoid  nnmr  tiie  fingers.  As  to  the  pro- 
jection which  is  observed  in  front,  beneath 
the  coraco»d  process,  and  the  j>ectora!is 
m^jor,  and  w^ch  is  independent  of  the 
osseous  projection  in  tfie  axilla,  we  most 
not  attach  more  im^rtance  to  it  than  it 
really  desen  ts;  for  it  is  likewise  observed 
in  ca.te.s  where  llie  fracture  is  attended  by 
a  .slight  displacement  of  the  bone. 

In  the  latter  part  of  this  Icctun^  M.  Du- 
puytren  noticed  that  subject  which  may  be 
considered  alt(>gether  new  in  his  hands,  and 
which  nobody,  be  said,  bad  fully  diseaased 
bcTore  })!n3'<(  ft",  imiuely,  the  question  as  to 
huw  long  a  period  shall  have  elapsed  after 
the  oeennence  of  a  luxation,  liefoie  we  are 
Justified  in  abandoning  its  reduction.  The 
difftTenee  which  exists  in  the  |)nvsihilitv  of 
reduction  of  fractures  u  grcativ  modihcd 
by  this  standing.  After  seTeial  days,  the 
soft  parts  and  the  bone  have  ecuitnicted 
habits  of  positii>n.  The  lik^aments  and 
muscles  surrounding'  a  disturbed  articula- 
tion acquire  a  stiffnewi  whidi  does  not 
readily  yield  to  reductive  ])roees.se'; ;  and  it 
may  happen  that  the  cicatrices,  after  the 
rupture  of  the  orbicular  ligatuents,  may 
have  already  rendered  the  return  of  tM 
bf)ne  intn      cavity  inijinssihie. 

i.1  i)>  ouly  by  repeated  an<l  miUtiplied 


experience,  observed  M.  Dupuytren,  that 
any  approach  can  be  made  to  the  solntion 
of  the  question.  The  ancients  thought  u 
improper  to  attempt  the  rednctioa  of  a 
Inxntion  after  it  huJ  existed  for  some  days ; 
ajtd  this  rule  of  conduct  was  long  preva- 
lent in  the  medical  world.  Benjamin  B*:li 
professed  it,  thongh  he  was  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  snpfcvv  ^vhich  other  Enijlish 
surgeou.s  had  obtuuud  by  contrarv  prac- 
tice;  his  authority,  however,  inflaencfld 
even  Desault;  but  if  we  may  believe  Bi> 
c)Kit,  f'xpK'r!»M!re  sn<m  led  Desault  to  a 
l>oidcr  mcliiod  ui  proceeding — in  ijujt,  the 
Sttoceas  whidi  he  met  with  in  treating  Iux« 
ations  of  frnnt  firtix  ii  t  o  twenty  days  stand- 
ini;,  led  him  to  try  what  Ci)uld  he  done 
after  five  and  thirty.  Bichat  adds,  that  iic 
has  even  Desault,  in  the  last  two  years 
of  his  life,  n  (!iiriTv.r  luxations  of  two^uuae^ 
and  even  four  mouths'  duration. 

A  memoir,  cuntaining  six  cases,  by  M . 
Flaubert,  of  R«men,  and  pahUshed  In  the 
Repertoire  d'  Anatomic  el  Chiroigie,  would 

Sire  little  enctiuragcment  to  pxactitioners 
esirons  of  feduci  n  g  old  Inxations.  In  five 
of  the  said  cases,  the  attempt  at  reduction 
gave  rise  to  some  serious  accidents — the 
tearing  of  u  large  artery,  and  nerves,  and 
muscles.  These  accidents,  says  M.  Flao- 
bert,  are  the  more  to  be  dr(  arh d  the  longer 
the  luxation  has  existed,  and  as  it  may 
have  been  accompanied  with  more  or  less 
swelling,  and  other  inflammatory  affec- 
tiouH.  But  Dr.  Marx,  in  the  same  journal, 
has  treated  the  subject  with  his  usual  abi- 
lity, and  arrives  at  a  condasion  altogether 
dinerent  from  that  of  M.  Flaubert  Whence, 
then,  the  difference  ?  Is  it  founded  on  the 
age,  sex,  &c.  of  the  different  patients?  Is 
it  the  dUferent  mode  of  vednction  ?  Not 
this,  certainly,  for  at  Rouen  the  process  is 
exactly  the  same  as  that  employed  in  the 
Hotel  Dieu.  The  whole  difference  seems, 
in  short,  to  he  this—that  Bf.  FUnbert  was 
unfortunate  in  hi^  ca'^rs  ;  he  was  more  un- 
lucky thoji  other  surgeons  in  the  cases 
which  he  took  for  his  examples. 

Of  thirty-thfee  eases  of  luxation  brought 
forvvnrd  to  support  the  view.s  of  M. 
pu^tren,  twenty-iive  are  of  the  shoulder 
in  dilfefent  directions,  five  of  the  Ibnnr, 
and  three  of  the  fore-arm ;  the  following 
is  a  tabular  view  of  them : — 

5  were  reduced  from  the  5th  to  the  1 0th  daj. 

6    10th  20th  .. 

4    20th  ....  30th  . . 

6    30th  ....  40th 

6    -lOth  50th  .. 

2    ^jOth  ....  60tli  . , 

2   ^   70th  ....  fN>th  .. 

2    80th  90lh  .. 

1    00th  looth  .. 

1    after  two  >ears. 

C^f  the  loiit  cose  on  accMunt  is  given  in 
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the  Memoirs  of  the  Acad,  of  Surgery, 
vol.  v.;  it  wait  a  displacement  of  the  thigh 
which  oconned  in  the  penon  of  a  yovng 
ladv,  t'vrntv  two  years  of  age^  at  the  nio- 
meut  uf  parturition.  Fonetier,  Tissot, 
and  Cabanis  of  Gaieva,  WKW  die  oMO,  and 
recognised  the  luxation ;  yet  it  is  but  fair 
to  add,  that  doubts  hnve  been  entertained 
by  high  authorities  touchmg  the  real  na- 
tore  of  the  injury. 


MIDDLESEX  HOSPITAL. 

cases:  with  R£MARK9| 

fir  Mr.  AaNorr. 

In  the  Icotlive  introductory  to  those  ivhidb 
I  lately  gave  on  thr  xses  of  the  eye,  I 
Atated«  that  the  establishment  of  special 
institutions  Ibr^e  treatment  of  those  dis- 
eases  under  the  care  of  individuals 
tinguished  f'>r  nctjuirenicuts  in  general 
pathology,  had  nu  doubt  materially  con- 
tributed to  the  progress  of  ophthalmic 
surgery  in  England.  Our  knowledge  of 
the  nature  and  treatment  of  the  !!K»r1>id 
afl'ections  of  the  oin^an  of  vision  was 
thereby  increased,  and  the  attention  <^  Ae 
profession  at  lai^e  r  all*  d  to  a  .subject 
which  it  undoubtedly  had  neglected. 

That  the  establishment  of  express  in- 
stitutions for  ophthalmic  diseases  might 
also,  under  tlje  formerly  existing  circum- 
stances, have  prci^ented  the  only  means  by 
which  tbis  branch  could  be  reunited  to 
general  suigery,  is  possibly  true ;  but  it 
does  not  appear  so  clearly  to  fnllou  that  the 
sane  means  are  most  likely  to  render  the 
union  either  complete  or  permanent  This 
cannot  be  c<msidcred  ivs  accomplished  until 
the  priiu  i pit's  nnfl  ]>rtictice  of  ophthalmie 
surjfei  >  arc  luuglil  uudcr  the  same  roof  as 
medicine  and  surgery  generally.  With 
this  view,  and  to  the  more  efficient  relief 
of  tiie  sick,  a  small  ward  should  be  allotted 
in  each  of  our  large  hospitals  for  the  re- 
cepUm  of  eye  case!> — for  the  oiore  sepere 
forms  of  o])htlmlniic  inflaramation.  nnd 
those  requiring  operation,  which  demand 
pvolsotion  ftom  lls^  and  currents  of  air 
in  a  munner  wbleb  canaot  be  effected  in 
the  other  u  nrds.  It  would  also  be  ad 
vantageous  to  see  out-patients  (who  form 
bjr  far  the  greatest  nnmber  of  applicants), 
with  diseases  (tf  the  eye,  twice  or  thrice  a 
week.  In  this  way,  the  great  object  of 
these  charities  would  be  promoted,  with 
little  addidoiial  expense,  snd  the  surgical 
instruction  rendered  mofc  complete. 

Situated  as  we  arc,  opportunities  for  the 
observation  of  diseases  of  the  eye  are  by 
no  means  wanting,  and  there  are  at  pre- 
sent in  the  hospital  several  cases,  and 
others  which  have  recently  left,  to  which  I 
tbaU  BOW  adreru ' 


Cutarrho-Rheutnatic  Ophtkalmiu. 

Mary  B.  aet  77,  admitted  Feb.  19tb,  1688, 
with  an  nicer  of  the  leg,  which  in  thnc 

weeks  had  healed,  and  she  was  about  to 
be  discharged,  when,  on  the  13th  of 
March,  she  complained  of  some  uneasincsA 
of  the  left  e^,  for  which  a  puiige  Bod  cold 

lotion  were  ordered. 

16th. —Great  redness  of  the  confnnr- 
tiva  ocidi,  and  in  a  marked  degree  of  the 
subjacent  sclerotic;  slight  superficial  nice- 
ratimi   on  the  na.'^al  side  of  tli'  cornea 
close  to  its  margin  j  transparent  mucus  on 
the  edges  of  the  eyelids,  which  had  been 
glned  together  in  the  morning;  rooeh 
pain  in  the  eye  and  side  of  tljo  In  ad  daring 
the  preceding  night ;  iris  unad'ecterl. 
Leeches  aronnd  the  eye.  Calomel,  gr.  iiL 
Opium,  B:r.  ss.  Hvis.  horis.  EmpteiL 
lytfr?^  nfH'hrr.  h  ■5.    ffnt  fom#"n!ntiOTJ«, 
taking  care  to  dry  the  parLs  well  im- 

nediateiy  afterwuda. 

2<hh. — ^Redness  of  sclerotic  diminiAcd. 
Pain  of  head  relieved;  increased  se<- ret i.-n 
of  opaque  mucus  from  the  conjunctiva ; 
month  tender. 

Omit  the  calomel  and  opium.  Let  a  vv 
lution  of  nitrate  of  silver  in  distilled 
water,  four  grains  to  the  ounce,  be 
dropped  into  the  eye  once  a^daj.  Let 
a  solution  of  oxymuriate  of  mercury, 
one  grain  to  eight  ounces  of  water,  be 
used  tepid  as  a  colly rium. 
24th.— Eje  greatly  improved ;  olceratioa 
of  the  cornea  diminished  in  <i7.c  ;  rulness 
of  the  conjunctiva  abated  ^  that  of  sclero- 
tic gone ;  month  still  sore. 

Continue  the  s(d  u  t  ion  of  nitrate  ofsilrcr. 
Omit  the  coUyrinm,  as  U  scema  to 
irritate. 

SOth. — Ulceration  of  cornea  healed,  and 

its  situation  harelj  perceptible;  nnirincsi 

of  conjunctiva. 

Apnl  9th. — Dismissed  cured. 

Catarrlw- UheHinaitr  OiJithatmij. 

James  L.  tot,  38,  admitted  March  2M, 
with  violent  inllammatioD  of  the  left 

cv.  .  Irss  severe  of  the  rij»ht  Could  not 
hear  the  light;  tlic  attempt  to  Irwk  up  im- 
mediately followed  by  a  gush  ol  tears.  The 
edgesof  tha  eyelids  slightly  sw«Uea;  Mr 
innrr  "surface  deep  red  and  villous,  and 
presenting  str^ks  of  opaqne  yelloxri5h 
mnoQs.  The  conjunctiva  oculi,  and  front 
of  sclerotic,  crowdied  with  vesielsaf  a  bright 
red  cfdonr.  A  narrow  rim  of  snprrficial 
alceration  on  the  nasal  side  of  the  cornea ; 
a  hurger  spot  and  deeper  at  its  lower  part. 
Feels  as  if  sand  was  in  Ae  eye.  In^am- 
mation  of  riirht  eve  le^s  jsevere;  no  affec- 
tion of  the  cornea,  lioih  eyes  gammed  to- 
gether of  a  morning.  Does  not  eomphdn 
of  headache.  N(»  fever.  Disease  of  ^seven- 
teen days  siandintf ;  tliinls  it  was  j)roduced 
hj  cold.    Has  sullercti  much  increase  of 
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pain  in  the  eye  from  expofore  to  the  lire 
of  bis  Tuii^e,  and  Yesterday  a  piece  of  hot 
metal  strock  the  left  eye.  Has  been  fireely 
jiurgcd. 

V,  S.  ad  ;  xri.  Hirudines  xv.  ochIo  shii«!- 
tro.  Cal.  gr.  ii.  Opium, gr.  |,fitis  iioris. 

2Jd. — lUrudines  xii.  Emplast.  ly  ttw  nu- 
eluD.  The  solution  of  aitiate  of  silver, 
fdnr  cumins  tn  the  ounce  nf  water,  to 
be  drop]>ed  into  both  eyes  onoe  a^day. 
The  Vmo  Plnrabi  c  Opio  to  be  ap- 
plied externally  by  folded  cloths.  Bel 
lailonna  to  be  applied  to  vicinity  of 
lefl  eye. 

35th.— Month  slightly  tender. 

Omit  thc^  CahnoNsL  *.Coiitin.  alia.  Ol. 
Riciiii  3  i. 

27th.— So  much  better  yesterday,  that  he 
imprudently  got  up  and  walked  aboot  the 
wara  Car  an  boor.   More  lednesa  of  left 

eye. 

*  Hirudines  xii.  iJaust  Sennaecomp.  sta- 
tim,  et  repetatar  poet  horai  a»  ei  onoe 

.sit.  Cont.  Solutio  Nit  Algentli at I«o« 

tio  Piumbi  c.  Opio, 

28th. — Hydr.  Submur.  gr.  iL  Antinion. 

Tartarisat,  gr.    6tis  liorie. 
April  let.— Emplatt  lyttBB  nnclue. 

3d. — Inflammation  oT  left  eye  greatly 
abated.  Ulceration  on  nasal  side  of  conicii 
has  healed;  that  ut  lower  part  nearly  m). 
More  redness  of  right  eye. 

Hirud.  octo  lor  <\r\t.  f'apsnl.  Pai)av. 
pro  fotu.  Coutiii.  Sol.  Mitratis  Argcn- 
ti,  ct  Pt  Pil.  6tis  horis. 

11th.~1tedness  of  the  right  eye  has  en* 
tirely,  and  that  of  the  left  na.s  nearly  dis- 
appeared. The  ti!ri  ration«!  of  the  <  <>rn»'n 
liave  now  been  stuue  days  entirely  cica- 
trized, with  slight  opacity  remaining.  Sees 
a<5  wtU  with  both  eyes  as  ever  he  dldi  No 
adhesi(»n  «)f  evelids  in  mornings. 

Omit  tlie  pills.  Continue  the  solution 
of  nitrate  of  sflvtf  onee  a-day. 

Two  days  after,  the  man  Alt  so  well  that 
Iks  left  tbshoq^taL 

I  hate  deomninated  these,  casss  of  oa- 

turrho  rlieumatic  ophthalmia,  because  in 
both  the  conjunctiva  and  sclerotic  were 
affected,  appareiiiiy  Irom  cold,  with  in- 
twaseJ  eecretion  of  mucoid  fronn  the  lbr« 
iner  membrane.  Indeed,  taking  the  charac- 
ter of  this  secretion  in  the  last  case,  we 
niiKht  have  been  justi6ed  in  calling  it  pu. 
riform  ophthalmia.  They  occurred  at  a 
time  when  the  cold  ca.st  wind  suddenly  set 
in  after  very  mild  weather  previouslv,  and 
I  saw  several  odier  cases  of  eatarrriial  opb> 
iluUmia  at  the  same  time.  The  tieatmeat 
was  similar  in  both  in^^tance^ ;  being  a 
oombtaation  of  depletives  and  local  astrin- 
gents to  the  part— a  eombinatimi  wbicb, 
Dowever  incongruous  in  theory,  is  found 
most  ndvf»nto^e'>n'*  in  priietire,  whentner 
the  conjunctiva    ucuicly  intlamedj  aud  Us 


character  a^  a  mucous  membrane  deve- 
loped. In  many  ordinary  cases  of  catarr. 
hal  ophthalmia,  and  wliera  the  sclerotic  i& 
not  involved,  yon  aunr  flaqosBlly  dispense 
even  with  !eeehp<!,  and  commence  witli  the 
M>lutiou  oi  the  nitrate  at  once,  taking  care 
first  to  open  the  bowds,  and  giving  some 
mild  diaphoretic  at  the  same  time.  But 
wh^  nei  i-r  th*-  redness  of  the  conjunctiva  is  at 
all  marked,  and  especially  in  young  people, 
I  usually  begin  with  leeches,  and  wbeiiever 
the  sclerotic  is  affected,  invariably  so  ;  and 
in  the  last  related  case  it  will  be  observed, 
that,  from  the  parlieipation  of  the  sclerotic 
and  cornea  in  the  morbid  proeess,  it  was 
judged  prudeiiT  t(»  premise  venesection. 

The  ulceration  of  the  cornea,  in  cases  of 
cataiAo.theamatic  ophtbaiBiia,  is  usually 
very  superficial ;  in  fact,  it  seems  general- 
ly fimited  to  that  of  the  conjnnetiva  of  \]\e 
part,  and,  when  tak«n  in  time,  does  uot  go 
deeper  into  the  proper  snbstanee  of  tne 
cornea.  Hence,  also,  it  is  frequently  not 
followed  hy  prnnaTient  opacity  of  the  part. 
I  need  iiardiv  remark,  tiiut  tliu  solution  of 
the  nitcate  of  silver  was  not  applied  in 
these  two  instanees  with  a  view  t<»  the  nl 
ceration  of  the  eoruea,  but  to  remedy  the 
affiN^tion  of  the  conjnnetiva. 

But  the  efTeet  of  treatment  is  not  always 
so  soon  witnessed,  or  arc  the  morbid  ac 
tions  so  soon  remedied,  as  in  the  preceding 
cases.  There  occur  in  the  eye  diseased 
changes  in  which  the  beneficial  operation 
of  remedies  is  slow,  and  when  these 
changes  require  not  only  weeks  but  months 
for  their  removal.  An  illnstnition  of  (his 
is  afl'orded  by  a  patient  now  lu  BiiU's 
Waid. 

Btrtphulmu  C$rnmti$    both  Eifm. 

Martha  B.  aet.  8,  admitted  January  8th, 
I8;J3.  Hxcessivc  intolerance  of  li^ht.  Pain 
on  every  attempt  to  open  the  eyes.  Cornea 
of  die  left  eye  every  where  opaque,  so  as  to 
conceal  the  iris  entirely  firom  view,  and  to 
render  it  a  inatTer  of  uncertainty  whether 
the  anterior  chamber  exists  or  not.  A  zone 
of  snmll  ted  vessels  In  the  sclerotic  aronnd 
the  edge  of  the  coracn,  and  in  the  conjunc- 
tiva a  number  of  lander  ones,  forming  at 
several  points  fasciculi.  The  opacity  of  the 
cornea,  though  general,  is  unequal,  being 
of  less  density  at  some  pinery  thnn  otfiers. 
Vision  of  the  eye  is  lost,  perhaps  perma- 
nently so.  The  affection  of  the  right  eve 
not  so  eonalderable,  but  still  scriotis ;  the 
nebulous  opacity  of  the  cornea  does  not 
occupy  the  whole  of  this  membrane,  for 
through  some  places  near  Ite  edge  the  Ms 
can  be  seen,  but  the  centre  is  so  occurded 
€hat  the  pupil  cannot  he  discovered.  The 
disease  had  been  of  four  or  fire  montlis 
dnratioa,  and  bad  aiisea  witbont  evident 
cau<>e.  Tliaia  aie  dcaliieei  of  vlcen  in  tbe 

neck. 

it  ia  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a  detail 
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of  the  daily  treatineiitf  more  than  to  gtat?, 
that  leech<»  were  applied  in  the  tirst  in- 
■taJMe  to  bodi  efBBf  aad  have  sinew  been 

repcatrf^  four  times  ;  that  n  :^n\in  nf  r  alo- 
mcl,  and  subsequently  a  grain  and  a  half, 
and  one  of  antimonial  powder,  were  g^ren 
morning  and  emiing,  wbleb  w  eontl- 
nnc«!  nnintemiptedly  for  upwards  of  two 
months,  that  a  discharge  was  established 
bdiiod  the  ears  by  the  ^plication  of  the 
blUtoring  plaister,  and  tnat  aperients  ivm 
occasionally  giren. 

For  the  first  fortnight  the  girl  kept  her 
bead  bwied  in  tbe  piuow,  the  intoleranee 
of  light  was  so  great ;  after  this  she  began 
to  look  up  in  the  evening.  The  cloudiness 
of  the  cornea  ot  the  right  eye  now  lessened, 
and  we  were  soon  able  to  distinguish  the 
pnpi! ;  but  it  was  five  weeks  before  opacity 
of  tlie  cornea  in  the  left  eye  shewed  any 
evidrace  of  diminution.  The  cloudiness 
ftnt  leisened  towards  the  margin  of  tbe 
cornea,  so  as  to  allow  of  the  iris  beinc;  seen, 
and  we  were  enabled  to  ascertain  that  the 
anterior  chamber  existed.  By  slow  de- 
grees the  pupil  of  this  eye  also  became  per- 
ceptible. At  present,  the  centre  only  of 
the  right  cornea  is  occupied  by  a  slight 
hase.  The  opacity  in  the  Ml  is  raoie  eonsi- 
derable  in  degree  and  extent;  but  even 
with  this  eve  she  is  now  able  to  distinguish 
persons  an^  objects.  A  verv  few  red  vessels 
aie  still  seen  in  the  sclerotie  eoat,  and  boA 
eyes  are  still  exciteable. 

The  active  agent  in  this  case  has  un- 
doubtedly been  the  mercury;  this  has  at 
no  time  affected  the  mouth ;  but  when  it 
been  taken  for  nine  weeks,  the  f^irl's 
health  appearii^  to  suffer,  it  was  discon- 
tinaed,  and  she  was  not  upon  quinine, 
which  has  restored  her  health,  but  without 
benebttinf?  tbe  affection  of  the  eyes.  The 
calomel  ba.s  been  resumed,  willi  a  confident 
expectation  of  still  farther  advantage. 

The  opacity  of  the  cornea  in  3f.  B.  seems 
seated  in  the  proper  texture  of  this  part, 
immediately  beneath  the  conjunctiva,  and 
presents  avery  different  appearance  to  that 
of  the  left  eye  of  the  nurse's  child  in 
Pike's  ward,  a  eirl  about  the  same  age. 
la  this  ease,  wmch  was  one  of  Scrophu- 


Ions  Ophthalmia,  there  were  two  vendcs 

or  a|»htb:i«  «m  ilie  cornea,  but  the  proper 
subKUiucc  ot  tins  Qienibrane  was  not  affect* 
ed ;  they  left  tkdiind  a  tpeek  of eonslderable 

size,  involvina^  the  eonjunctiral  covering 
onlv:  this  speck  had  a  large  rwl  vessel  ra 
mi/ying  in  it,  and  proved  very  rebellious 
to  treatment,  so  that  I  even  contemplated 
removing  a  portion  (»r  the  laffer.  Hav- 
ing, hoi^ever,  tried  the  efl'ect  of  the  oint- 
ment of  nitrate  of  silver,  four  grains  to 
the  drachm  of  cerotum  eetacei,  erery  third 
day,  nndt  r  five  apjilieations  of  thi^  I  have 
be^  gratilied  to  tiud  the  ve&sel  rapidly 
eontiaeting  in  size,  and  the  speck  * 
Inff. 


It  is  usefnl  to  know  tint  onlv  when  to 
interfere  actively  or  perse veringlv,  but  il  is 
important  also  to  mttinguish  those  cases 
in  which  our  interference  is  not 
useless,  but  may  be  prgodiciaL 

CONNEXION  BETWEEN  TU£ 
MOTHER  AND  FCETUS. 

In  our  article  on  this  subject  last  week, 
the  sentence  (p.  fi6)  *•  Ruysch  also  denied 
the  existence  of  cells,"  ought  to  have 
formed  the  conclusion  of  the  passage  which 
immediately  precedes  it,  instead  of  com- 
mencing a  new  one;  and  that  beRfinniai:, 
"  BuMach,  we  may  here  mention,"  kc 
(p.  59)  ought  to  have  stood  as  an  indepen 
dent  paragraph,  instead  ol  being  apiteuded 
to  the  account  of  the  case  at  Middkeex 
Hospital.  Some  abruptness,  if  not  ob. 
scurity,  results  from  the  manner  in  wludi 
the  above  at  present  stands. 
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PrcraUiof  wind,  8.W. 

Weather  variable ;  hMvy  showers  of  r»f  n 
dsily.    5)eTeral  peals  of  thundir  on  xhc  .ifi,  r 
noon  of  the  llth;  and  on  that  of  thi  I'.tli  a  fall 
of  nuow.  the  fiakcM  of  'a1  uh  mi  tc  rnn:trkably 

lanrc.   Showers  of  hail  fell  on  the  1  Itb  aiui  141J*. 
Kale  fUlen,  •929  of  ao  Ineb. 

Chaelbs  HaiiaT  Adaih. 

NOTICE. 

Reb  will  hnd  the  description  which  he 
seeks,  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Soeioly 

of  Arts,  vol.  xlix.  part  1. 

W.  Waseitt  Friaur,  ft7,SkIaner-8trecl,  Loodoa, 
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Trtatmeut  tif  the  acute  farm. — iu  regard 
to  the  tiMitiiieiit  of  tliis  diieaae  I  diall 
not  detain  \<n:  ilw  niinnte^,  for  the 
treatment  is  perfevtlj  easy.  You  have 
only  to  bleed  the  potient  well,  oiid 
fiiU'ow  it  up  by  local  bleeding;  and 
soeording  to  some  the  latter  an<;n-prR  belter 
ml  the  back  thmi  at  the  front  1  do  not 
know  thit  llili  !■  the  cuee,  bnt  tome  tmj 
they  hare  contrasted  the  tvro  modes— whicn 
is  more  than  !  hnve  done.  I  hnve  pcnc- 
raily  been  contented  with  capping  at  the 
Ihmt  SoBW  ecjr  there  is  more  aanmta^e 
finim  enppiug  on  f m  h  side  of  the  spine, 
and  others  prefer  tlic  n>ot  uf  Uie  lungs  and 
the  large  veneli.  I  am  ouite  sure  mat  in 
tut  diseoe  jot  will  find  nufoaiy  of  the 
greatest  use,  I  hare  had  so  many  cases 
that  have  yielded  the  moment  the  mouth 
hM  beoMoe  eonii  Orif  joiiehoQie,iBtteod 
of  making  the  mouth  sore,  ^cra  will  derive 
advantage  from  ttte  exhibition  of  tartiir 
emetic  in  large  duties,  so  as  to  keep  the  pa- 
tiCDt  naiueated,  and  tnm  time  to  time  pro^ 
ducc  vomiting.  Vruniting  causes  a  j^reat 
discbarge  from  th;  affected  parts,  iinrl 
therefore  it  is  more  useful  than  in  any 
other  inflammation.  la  miiiy  inilamma- 
tfon<!  it  wo\iId  be  dangerous  to  piactiite 
vuuiiling:  but  in  broncbitia»  many  trust, 
nest  to  bleeding,  to  the  exhibitioa  of  full 
doaci  of  tartar  emetic-Ht  grain  or  more 

3S3.<— xtt. 


three  or  fmr  lionrs.  However,  I  am 
not  to  satisfied  with  thin  plan  as  with 
making  the  month  muo;  bat  if  the  patient 

do  not  go  on  so  fast  as  you  could  widi^ 
then  you  may  give  tartfir  emetic  nfter- 
wards ;  neveruicless,  1  um  (|uile  satiKfied 
tlmt  making  the  month  won  ia  one  of  the 
most  exp<  (litimis  modes  of  cure.  T  need 
not  say  thai  biistcm,  low  diet,  and  mode- 
rate purging,  are  also  exceedingly  proper. 
The  trtatment  is  that  of  common  inflam. 
nation ;  and  if  it  be  well  practiml  in 
tim^  and  provided  the  patient  be  not  the 
mibject  of  <«ioaie  bnmcbitis,  tiw  tieatment 
is  easy  enough.  If  the  patient  have  acute 
supervening  on  chronic  disease,  your 
chance  is  slight ;  but  even  then  the  cose 
must  be  treated  on  tlie  same  prineiplea. 

Asthenic  Bronchitit.  —  Now  it  is  to  be  re- 
membered particularly,  that  this  disease  will 
sometimes  cbstroy  life  in  the  most  insidious 
manner.  I  mentioned  that  it  will  exist 
without  pain,  and  then  it  mav  be  ca»iily 
passed  over;  and  I  likewise  mentioned 
that  it  will  fluently  exist  with  little 
cough — not  half  the  cough  that  you  often 
}iHv<-  in  common  catarrh — ami  then  als»»  it 
may  be  easily  passed  over.  ^I'hc  patient  is 
eonai<toped  to  na? e  a  little  eold ;  bbt  there 
is  such  prn^tnuion  of  strcns^-lh  as  suq)riHes 
every  body  ;  and  in  tliree  or  four  days  the 
individual  is  past  hope.  I  have  known 
several  cases  of  this  description.  This  oe* 
currcnee  takes  place  partieularlv  in  those 
advanced  in 'life,  and  therefore,  w  henever 
you  are  consnlted  by  indi?ldoaib  near  60, 
or  wi  o  have  pas.sod  that  age,  and  you  oh- 
»er\  e  difficulty  of  breatliintr.  tin- respiration 
hard,  and  Uie  ouUe  quicker  liiuu  it  ought 
to  be,  it  is  weU  to  listen  to  the  chest,  and 
flrid  wljut  disease  he  lia.s.  You  may  find 
the  respiration  ti)  be  sonorous,  .sibilou.s,  or 
both,  or  perhaps  mucous,  and  the  patient 
may  be  labouring  under  excessive  inflam" 
ma  Tien  of  rhf  }>ronchia\  You  may  hear 
the.**e  sound^t  lu  many  parts  of  the  chest 

This  species  of  tlie  afllction  Is  ealled 
aUkemie  frnrndbtlfs— that     that  fonn  of  in- 
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flammation  which  is  described  as  afonie, 

where  the  iiiflatiunution^  however  active, 
may  be  attended  I)y  «o  great  strength  of 
constitution;  and  it  ver^'  soon  degenerates 
into  passive  inflammation,  or  the  patient 
ftbsolutelv  sinks.  There  is  no  power  in 
the  system,  bat  the  parts  themselves  are 
more  or  less  inflamed ;  and  at  that  time  of 
life,  with  Mich  a  state  of  the  constitution, 
ihc  inflnmtnntion  issunifient  to  expend  n'! 
the  |)owcrii,  and  at  the  end  of  a  few  da^s 
tlie  patie&t' finks.  It  is  ^erefore  neces* 
sary,  when  a  patient  in  the  decline  of  life 
has  a  cold  sufiicient  to  mnke  him  call  in 
medical  assistance,  carefully  to  examine 
the  braUhinfT,  and  obseire  whether  it  is 
frrqiK  Tit  or  not  •  to  listen  all  over  the 
chest,  to  ascertain  whether  there  is  not  a 
pretty  considerable  deflrree  of  bronchitis— 
eonsideimble  either  in  degree  or  extent ;  for 
amnetinicx  it  is  jncon5T(Ierable  in  electee, 
hot  cousidentble  in  extent,  and  that  is 
^uite  snfieieBt  to  hurry  the  respiratiott. 

Trftiimenf.— This  is  an  unpleasant  case 
to  treat,  and  I  hnw  lost  many  such  patients 
in  a  winter.  They  are  usually  70  years  of 
a^e,  or  older ;  they  have  bronchit» ;  they 
rannot  bear  nnuh  bleeding;  their  powers 
are  gone;  and  it  is  vain  irequently  to  at- 
tempt to  relieve  them.  All  vou  can  do  is 
to  bleed  to  two  oonces»  to  bleed  loeally, 
apply  blisters,  get  the  month  <;nre,  and 
^re  emetics;  but  you  cannot  do  much 
with  any  thinir.  When  yon  hear  sonoron^ 
and  sibilons  ruttle  degenerate  into  mneons 
rattle — if  this  he  ohsrrvrd  nil  over  tlie 
chest— if  the  patients'  powers  be  rone,  and 
they  cannot  lift  themselm  in  ben  without 
aid,  by  good  8up|M»rt,  by  wine  ami  milk, 
(and  some  give  bnrk),  you  will  occasionally 
get  them  through ;  but  very  frequently,  iii 
mite  of  all  yon  can  do, 'they  will  slip 
through  your  finc^ers.  It  is  alwavs  pro- 
voking to  lose  a  patient;  but  there  is 
•ooiearacs  an  espeeial  veason  for  it,  and 
you  lose  your,  credit  bccanse  you  have  not 
alarmed  the  family  as  yon  sh.mhl  have 
done.  When  old  oeople  arc  attacked  with 
this  disease  in  snen  an  insidious  manner, 
and  their  strent?th  h  all  gone,  it  is  very 
easy  tooflend  tlie  fumily  hv  >aving[  the  pa- 
tient has  only  a  c«dd,  whcu  he  is  all  but 
dead. 

I  have  heard  some  old  practitioners  say 
that  these  cases  should  be  treate<l  with 
bark  and  wine  ftmn  the  very  first,  and  that 
they  invariably  cure  the  patient  One  al- 
ways donhts  n  man  wh«>  ••nv-  he  cures  rvrrt/ 
complaint,  however  cxceilciit  his  plan  may 
be.  The  powers  have  been  prostrated  from 
time  to  linie  hy  somethim;  or  other;  but 
after  the  first  bleeding  (iJerhaps  y<»n  can- 
not go  far  witli  it),  blistering,  a  slight  af- 
fection of  tlie  mouth,  or  nausea  and  m- 
iin'iii'4,  in  a  short  time  it  is  necessary  to 
sitpjKtrt  the  patient  well ;  and  if  there  be 


any  doubt  about  the  pro})riet}  of  going  on 
with  tills,  it  is  better  to  do  so,  and  to  give 
an  i  iuetie  every  dnv.  so  as  to  clear  out  the 
ehc.st  and  induce  u  Irce  secretion,  and  dur- 
ing the  rest  of  the  day  to  give  baik  or  «iui> 
nine,  and  p^ood  nonri-^hraent,  even  wine. 
In  these  cases  it  is  necessary  to  procare 
rest  by  memis  of  opiates,  or  narcotics,  of 
various  descriptions;  but  the  essential 
thing  is  to  cure  tlie  hmnihitis.  Th(  hnm 
ehitis  frequently  coiner  on  in  an  insidious 
manner,  and  is  accompanied  by  no  eomti- 
tutional  signs,  but  it  is  in  old  people  that 
this  partienlnrly  happens  ;  wr  nrvi  r  s«  r  it 
in  children,  or  in  llie  midiiic  peritMl  of  lifr, 
but  in  those  advanced  in  years  we  ste  it 
every  day. 

Jmproftrietif  of  the  term  Pfripnenmoiuit  .V.»- 
thn^—'Ji  is  this  form  of  the  diseoM.'  partii  u 
larly  that  has  been  called  }>fiipnrutmmi» 
tiotAa,  as  if  there  were  bastard  peripncn 
monia,  not  the  real  thing ;  Imt  I  believe 
the  word  is  used  very  indranitely.  Sydea  ■ 
ham  applies  this  expression  to  common 
I»ron(h!»i<,  where  the  luad  is  n?ady  to  split, 
aiid  where  all  the  sytn])toms  present  arc 
such  as  I  descril>ed  as  common  to  bnio* 
<hitis     ^Ve  Iiad  better  abolish  the  tenn 

peripneumonia  notha,"  and  remember 
that  there  is  a  disease  of  the  air-lubes— 
that  is,  bronchitis,  that  may  be  active,  ar 
companicd  by  strength,  and  nni<\  hv  rwn  A 
by  strong  mca&ures;  and  that  sometimes 
it  is  attended  by  no  strength  at  all,  or  at 
least  the  strength  will  all  go  in  a  day  or 
two,  and  whatever  measures  an-  adopted 
must  be  employed  the  iin>t  few  days,  i 
believe  the  vroM  *'  peripneumonia  noting 
was  supposed  by  some  to  ap])ly  to  the  lat 
ter  state  only ;  but  if  you  read  Sydenham, 
it  is  clear  ne  applies  the  word  to  those 
eases  where  there  is  considerable  pain. 

Sjii  nIciiiL'  'if  the  nittle<;,  T  should  men 
tion,  that  11  the  afl'ectcd  part  >>c  at  a  cousi 
derable  distance  IVom  the  front,  yoa  cannot 
hear  them  wi  ll  ;  the  nearer  they  are  totlM 
surface,  the  louder  you  hear  them.  Snm«- 
times,  if  you  place  your  hand  over  tkt 
ehest,  you  discover  a  vibration  at  the  snmc 
mninent;  but  that  is  not  always  tht^  easr, 
it  (ie|)ends  u))on  the  extent,  or  tlic  intt  n 
sity,  of  the  afiectioii ;  if  tlie  air  pass  with 
great  difficulty,  St  shakes  tliat  portion  of 
the  ( best   However,  it  is  not  of  very  gnMt 
importance. 

CmONIC  BRONCHITIS, 

Now  bronchitis  is  very  frequentlv  a 
chronic  disease;  sometimes,  and  inoead 

generally,  it  is  a  mere  degeneration  oif  the 
acute  ff>rm.  The  disease,  when  it  has  one*- 
begun,  however  acute  it  may  be,  in  some 
persons  never  ceases  $  they  have  it  nt  least 
every  winter  afterwards.  I  think  I  ineu 
tioned  before,   that  another  attack  <if 
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the  diMttw  maj  not  be  actire,  bnt 

more  or  less  {MissiTe,  and  some  ha\  e  the 
affeclion  for  two  or  three  years,  nnt\  tltcn 
they  die.  liuL  if  you  ask  many  asthmatic 
people,  M  they  mre  called— that  ia»  penons 
who  hnvr  passive  bronchitis  rrvry  winter, 
they  will  tell  you  that  it  came  ou  originally 
altar  Mwae  Infiaromation  of  tfie  hings,  or 
ft  veiy  riideafccold. 

It  IS  in  the  middle  n^ed  and  youncr  titat 
cjiTonic  bronchitis  ih  must  frequentiy  tiie 
consequence  of  a  very  acute  anection ;  In 
old  people  it  ^enerallv  eomes  on  \  <  rv 
slowly,  and  is  the  consoqticnce  of  what  is 
nothing  apparently  but  catarrh  — that  h  to 
say,  a  verv  ilight  aeute  attack  of  bron- 
chitis, in  old  pewons.dcfifcn crates  into  chro- 
nic bronchitis.  In  old  )m>ple,  too,  it  comes 
on  veiy  impereeptibly ;  they  will  perhaps 
ha?e  a  severe  cold  one  winter,  ami  have  it 
for  two  or  three  months,  and  then  the  next 
winter  they  will  have  it  olill  wonn.*,  and  so 
they  go  on  aa  long  aa  tbey  live,  banng  it 
worse  and  worse  every  winter. 

Fre^HetUtjf  comuJered  an  Asthma. — Now  this 
chrome  bronchitis  passes  vulj^ly  under 
the  name  of  asthma;  and  even  among  some 
nicdical  men,  eniecially  those  edueatt  d  a 
long  time  ago.  the  term  '*  asthma''  is  ap- 
plied to  btWDOiitis.  Now  asthma  is,  pro. 
perly  speaking,  a  pectoral  difficulty  of 
hreathiiiif.  I  sav  pfctoral,  because'  the 
causes  o^  many  di^culties  of  breathing  arc 
altoated  in  the  windpipe^the  larynx.  A 
spasmodic  dv<pna'a  may  he  vituated  alto- 
setlier  in  the  larynx.  Asthma,  however, 
is  purely  pectoral.  A  spasmodic  difficult 
of  breathing,  such  as  true  asthma,  is  fte-. 
quentiy  united  with  inflammation  or  con- 
gestion of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
bronchiip,  frequently  united  with  ebronie 
bronehifis;  be<"ausc  when  the  mucotiji 
membrane  is  inflamed,  it  is  commonly 
thrown  into  spasm,  and  unless  it  be  re- 
moved the  mnseles  are  also  thrown  into 
H  state  of  spasm. 

Hmnontl  Atthmu. — Now  when  the  two 
diseases  are  united,  they  pass  under  the 
name  of  humoral  aiitAm/i— that  is,  spasmodic 
difficulty  of  hn^thing,  with  a  great  quan 
iitr  of  fluids  in  tl}e  chest,  'fhe  humoral 
aathma,  mentioned  in  old  writers,  is  no. 
tiring  more  than  what  I  have  now  stated. 

Frrquentlu  a  ratine  r>f  Asthma. — Chronic 
bronchitis  is  very  frequentiy  the  cause  of 
ftsthma.  When  a  part  has  been  inflamed 
f^eq^^»ntly.  it  ht-eomcs  excessively  irritable, 
ana  at  leuglii  spasm  takes  pla^  \  so  that 
when  a  person  has  chronic  brcMM^hitis  it  Is 
worse  at  one  place  than  aaother-^it  is 
worse  at  one  season  than  at  another,  and 
the  patient  will  hn  seized  all  in  a  moment 
with  an  additional  diffienlty  of  breathing. 
Yoti  may  liave  spasm  smnctimes  without 
any  inflanHimrion  of  the  bronchial  tnbef, 
but  a  comiuuu  cau.se  of  s]>ai>mtKlic  difli- 


cnlt^  of  breathing  i  certainly  chronic  broii. 

cbitis. 

Varialioiii  m  ihenUfit  i^fthe  eipectiyratiiw.^ 
Now  this  eiironic  bronchitis,  whetlicr  it  is 
united  with  a  spasmodic  condition  or  not, 
varies  frnm  n  crn-iit  rona^estion  rtfThr  hron- 
cliial  membrane,  and  of  the  whole  lungs, 
down  to  a  mere  gleet— a  mere  Ihtx  or  gleet 
ofthemueoas  membrane,  in  which  state 
the  mucous  mrtn^imne  may  be  red,  or  with- 
out the  ordinary  tvi^ui*  of  inflammation. 
You  may  have  notmng  but  a  mere  gleet, 
such  a.s  occurs  in  ifonorrhd-a  wlien  it  has 
long  gone  by,  and  which,  of  course,  does 
not  deserve  the  name  of  inflammation.  It 
appears  to  me,  as  I  mentioned  in  the  intw- 
ductory  lectures,  that  in  the  latter  case 
there  is  exactly  the  same  state  as  we  sec  in 
a  serons  membruie  where  it  ponrs  forth  a 
great  qaantity  of  fluid,  but  you  cannot  dis- 
cover signs  of  inflammation  nt  all ;  on  the 
contrary,  the  parts  are  whiter  tbau  usual, 
having  the  appearance  of  satin. 

S}jrij<t''i:-^ — In  a1!  these  varieties  'if  ehro- 
nic  bronchitis  there  is  cough,  there  is  co- 
pious expectoration,  and  the  expectoration 
ls<tf  a]i<fescriptions*-ftnlhy,  ropy,  mucous, 
serous,  watery,  tcnnrions,  and  viscid,  like 
gluten.  Sometimcii  it  is  hhort  and  creamy, 
jnst  like  pus,  and  sometimes  it  is  abeolnte- 
ly  purulent.  These  varieties  of  expectora- 
tion frcijnently  co-exist  in  different  pro. 
portions,  and  sometimes  they  succeed  each 
other.  They  arc  sv^  eet,  inoa<Hrous,  or  they 
may  he  <h  (  u  \fully  foetid  j  but  there  is  no 
danger  from  Uie  latter  circumstance.  I 
hare  seen  persons  with  snch  a  foetid  ex> 
peetoration  that  their  sisters  could  not 
bear  to  sleep  with  them ;  and  frntid,  that 
they  were  disagreeable  to  themselves,  and 
vet  no  sign  of  danger  whatever  presented 
itself,  and  the  patients  did  exeeedingly 
well.  They  were  goinij  alKiuf  wifluoit  any 
particular  ailment,  except  that  tlii-y  had  a 
copious  expectoration.  In  colour  it  will 
sometimes  he  bluish,  sometimes  black, 
Yellow , green,  brown,  and  even  reddish,from 
having  a  little  blood  in  it.  Then,  as  to 
qaanti^,  it  may  vary  fVom  a  few  ounces  to 
two  or  three  pint"^  in  the  twenty-fonr 
hours.  The  other  ^mptoms  vary  in  in- 
tensity; there  maybe  dyspnoea,  ortharo 
may  he  none  at  all.  There  may  be  merely 
coni^h  and  ex p«Tt oration  ;  hut  that  is  more 
particularly  the  aise  in  what  may  lie 
called  gleet  only  of  the  mncous  membrane. 
When  therp  is  congestion  of  the  lunc:';,  or 
a  spasmodic  constriction,  tinm  you  may 
hETe  difficult  of  breathing ;  and  tn  other 
cases  there  may  be  sadi  dyspnoea  that  th» 
patient  cannot  lie  dowii — such  dyspncea, 
that  it  will  cause  plethora  of  the  head, 
face,  and  neck,  distention  of  the  jugulars, 
suffusion  of  the  eyes,  and  I  might  almost 
say  blackness  of  the  nose  and  lijis,  and  in 
some  instances  even  of  tlie  whole  f%ce. 
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Tlie  extreniities  in  such  cases  of  extannc 
coiififeslion  may  become  cold  antl  blue,  and 
the  urine  schiUv.  The  imW  may  be  either 
ftUl,  ur  small  and  feeble.  In  short,  there 
may  be  all  tbovc  symptoms  "vvhich  make 
roany  bclicrc  that  hydro- thorax  has  ex- 
isted'—that  unqnettiiouably  there  has  been 
water  in  the  chesL  It  in  in  caseti  of  tliis 
description  that  ^ve  an-  tobl  i  v»  n  In  . ,  hy 
those  who  never  enij>iay  their  ears,  litat 
sach  a  patient  has  water  in  the  chest,  and 
>ot  on  opening  them  you  find  none  at  all, 
or  not  snniricnt  to  explain  tbe  symptom^., 
i  have  i're([ii«.  itUy  ^eu  per.Hons  with  ail 
these  severe  sym  |)too]s»  and  yet,  on  open- 
ing tlie  clu-st  there  has  not  been  a  drop  of 
water  in  it,  but  I  have  found  the  lun^s  so 
congested  with  blood  that  they  would  not 
collapse.  On  listening  with  the  ear,  all 
this  wa^  clear  h 'ton-  hand.  Respiration 
was  heard  at  the  lowest  part  of  the  chesty 
whereas  if  water  had  Wen  there,  yon 
<onl(!  not  have  heard  it  On  whatever 
side  water  exist",  if  the  pcr??nn  be  nprigfht, 
there  can  be  no  respiration  in  tin;  situation 
of  tbe  water,  nn<l  on  striking  the  part  tiieie 
can  be  no  ht>llow  snnnrl ;  on  the  contrary, 
it  is  like  striking  the  thigh.  Chronic 
bronchitis,  tl^refore,  may  sometimes  exist 
without  any  congestion  of  the  lungs  at  lil^ 
or  there  maj  be  the  greatestdegfee  of  con- 
gestion. 

ImporUmee  of  ^IfisntltotwK.— Hds  disease 

is  very  easily  recognized,  without  auscul. 
tation;  bnt  the  simplicity  of  the  afTcction 
can  only  be  determined  by  the  aid  of  tlie 
ear.  A  person  may  easily  say  that  another 
has  bronchitis,  ^vhethcr  it*  is  acute  f»r 
chronic ;  but  without  the  aid  of  the  ear  it 
is  frequently  impossible  to  say  whether 
tliere  is  not  something  worse  than  hron- 
cbiti>-  y^rortebitis  may  be  frequently 
curcii,  or  so  r^uced  that  little  may  be 
left}  bnt  there  may  be  another  disease 
present  of  a  fatal  cliaracter,  and  you  may 
onU  be  able  to  ascertain  this  by  the  ear. 

In  chronic  bronchitis  yuu  may  liave 
tbe  rattles  of  which  I  spoke  in  meet 
or  nearly  alt  parti  of  the  chest,  and 
they  will  be  in  different  parts  on  dif- 
tamt  days.  You  may  have  different 
nttlet  on  different  daya— sonorous  tattle 
one  day,  sibibms  another,  and  nincons 
another.  The  niucuu<i  rattle  is  seldom 
eent^notts  $  it  generally  arises  Ihmi  the 
presence  of  a  great  Quantity  of  mncns, 
and  if  patients  clear  tnemselres  well,  as 
they  d<^  once  or  twice  a  da^,  then  the 
maooiis  tattle  eeaaea.  In  tins,  as  in  the 
acute  affection,  tbe  rcspimtinn  may  cra<<c 
occasionally  in  ]>articular  parts.  It  is  h\ 
no  means  so  freqnently  suspended  a>  m 
the  acute  form  of  the  disease,  and  some 
say  that  it  nr\tr  is;  but  occasionally  it  is 
loKt,  and  then  for  the  most  part  you  hear 
it  again. 


Mistaken  for  PA tAi*t*.— That  fotm  of  the 
disease  which  is  characteri-^ed  hv  a  threat 
expectoration,  and  that  nearly  like  jius, 
attended  b^  a  little  dyspntva,  bnt  no  signs 
of  congestion,  and  is  folbui^ ,  d  bv  emacia- 
tion, so  that  people  waste,  and  at  last 
become  hectic,  is  continnally  mistaken  for 
phthisis;  while  that,  on  the  other  hand, 
u  here  there  is  conge?<ti(»n,  is  mistaken  for  ^ 
hydro- lliomx.  That  species  whicli  is  so 
often  passed  by  and  mistaken  for  phthisis, 
may,  if  pn^rly  attended  to,  oltm  ha 
cured. 

This  fonn,  indeed,  is  known  best  by  the 
general  symptoms,  rather  than  by  the 
peculiar  symptoms  I  have  already  nun 
tioned.  It  is  ascertainable  by  the  ear,  and 
by  the  absence  of  other  sy  inijtoms  of  phthi- 
sis; jnet  as  the  congestive  form  of  the  dis- 
ease i-^  liiiMwn,  not  otilv  )n  ]>nssivc  srmp- 
toms,  but  by  the  ubt>euccoI  aigns  of  hydri>- 
thorax— indnration  of  tbe  lung,  and  com- 
plete obstruction  of  it,  tbe  absence  of  signs 
of  ilisrnKc  of  the  heart,  and  so  on.  This 
funn  of  tbe  disease  is  known  by  the  ab- 
sence of  pectoriloquy,  and  Other  eignsy 
which  r  ^hull  b(  r,  after  mention, 

Catarrhns  6eriUU  —I  may  state  that  yon 
will  find  in  authors  various  names  given 
to  this  kind  of  affection.  When  it  occurs 
in  old  ]  eo]de  it  is  called  ntinrrhus  srnHiSf 
that  is,  a  kind  of  broncliitis,  attended  with 
▼arions  degrees  of  congestion,  and  freqoe«t> 
ly  none,  but  gleet,  and  a  great  discbarge ; 
and  as  it  occurs  in  old  people  it  is  called 

eatarrhus  senilis but  it  is  nothing 
more  than  an  ordinary  affection  of  a  n». 
rniis  membrane,  that  mnrous  membrane 
being  tlie  bronchia^.  Luennee  considers  it 
a  jiarticular  form  of  chronic  bnmchitisy 
which  is  more  frequently  attended  with 
nsthmatic  complaints  than  any  other.  lie 
says,  that  what  is  called  o&thmatic  spa^mu. 
die  oiiBcnlty  of  breathing,  mostfipequentlv 
arises  from  a  kind  of  bronchitis  in  which 
the  secretion  is  exceedingly  viscid  ;  where 
the  mucous  memhraue  is  tiiickcned  aiid 
swelled,  particularly  in  the  small  hranchefi, 
sn  th:\\  some  of  them  are  nearly  M<Kkc<l 
up,  and  where  the  secretion  is  glutinous, 
even  firmer  than  pitch,  and  disposed  to 
form  globules  the  size  of  hemp  or  millet 
seeds,  8emi-transpan*nt,  and  of  a  pale  grey 
colour.  I  ha\  e  no  observations  of  my  ow  n 
on  tMs  subject  I  hare  not  been  ali]«  to 
verify  Laennec's  remark  ;  but  as  he  asj«rta 
it,  it  is  vvorfli  MUnuling  to.  VV^here  we 
iiud  iutiiuiu  occurnug,  we  ought  Ut  suspect 
that  it  is  not  a  pure  oisease^  but  depenoent 
nji' n  bronchitis;  and  we  ou)3;bt  to  a.stir- 
taiu  whether  the  expectoration  possesses 
the  characters  just  enumerated.  He  says, 
these  glohular  bodies  are  seen  in  the  ex> 
jxrtnrntvd  jddcpm,  and  occasionally  le«s 
conhi&tent,  and  grow  yellow,  and  sometimes 
rescmbie  the  Titreons  hnraonr  of  the  cjew 
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Such  an  ex)>t>ctoimlioii  »  haitlty  noticed 

by  tlic  patic-nt  in  the  midjsl  of  the  common 
mucus  which  is  secreted  from  tJu-  Lirt^c 
brancbey,  and  gives  rise  to  so  slight  a 
eongh  as  not  to  merit  his  attentioii.  He 
says  the  di/Bcnltv  of  brmtliintr — t!i  ^i»a.s- 
modic  ailment,  is  almost  the  only  thing  of 
which  the  patient  complains. 

Here  it  a  third  disease,  which  may  be 
rapposcd  to  exist  witliont  chronic  l)rnn- 
chtti»,  and  has  coaliuually  been  mistaken. 
Cimnic  brmichitis,  attended  by  emacta- 
tiun,  may  be  mistaken  for  phthisis ;  where 
there  is  great  congestion,  it  may  be  mis- 
taken for  water  iu  the  chest ;  but  it  ap. 
peart  that  that  particolar  fmrm  where  there 
IS  an  excecdinffly  viscid  secretion,  with 
ftioall  globular  bodies,  is  continuully  mis- 
taken for  pure  asthma.  This  is  what  l^aeQ- 
see  asaorts. 

£^ee«s  ofChrmtie  BrmwkitU, 

JXtat-tim  Brnttehial  Tuto;— Now, 

when  chronic  bronchitis  has  existed  for  a 
length  of  tinic,  it  is  very  common  for  some- 
thing m<»re  than  congestion,  and  a  thicken- 
ing of  the  mneoos  membrane,  to  talce  place 
—  it  i?5  wry  common  for  the  broiK-hial  twhfs 
in  tile  lungs  to  become  dilated.  b^onietinio<i 
one,  sometimes  several  branches,  an<i  oc-ca- 
eionally  the  whole  of  tbe  branches  in  one 
Inni^,  w  ill  become  so  large,  tliat  those  which 
naturally  should  admit  only  a  fine  probe, 
wiU  have  a  canal  eqaal  to  that  of  a  com. 
m<in  goose-quill,  or  even  sufficient  to  ad- 
mit a  lincjcr;  and  perhaps  tlicsc  very  di- 
lated branciic'^  are  seen  spreading  to  others 
nothing  like  ro  lai|^  as  tncmselves.  This  ie 
the  conHcqiuTuc,  in  iiue  instances,  of 
chnmic  bronchitis  j  but  whether  it  is  that 
the  particular  tubes  become  hypcrtrophied, 
ao  as  to  grow  to  this  diameter— gruw,  in 
every  M  Ti^f  of  the  word  -or  whether  ibcy 
become  m>  distcuded  with  mucus  that  they 
aiO(|nire  this  incnased  cavity,  I  cannot  say. 
It  IS  however,  bj  no  means  an  uncommon 
occurrence. 

Tliere  arc  tw  o  or  three  varieties  of  this 
dilatation.  Sometimes  yon  see  it  through, 
out  the  tube,  and  it  mav  occur  in  one  tube 
or  several;  and  not  unirequently  the  coats 
of  tbe  tube  are  hypertrophie<l  and  indu- 
rated at  the  same  time.  Secondly,  the 
I.iIm'*.  are  sometimes  (inly  enltiri;t  d  in  one 
spot,  and  then  a  mere  cavity  exists,  which 
is  ocoasionallT  so  laige  that  it  will  contain 
a  nut.  In  a  third  form,  the  dilatation  wiU 
occur  at  intervals,  so  that  there  is  a  v.m  i.-s 
of  small  tulargements.  1*he  puluionary 
lextnfe^  on  being  cat  into,  appears  as  if  it 
were  swollen  with  a  nnmbi  r  of  small  red 
tumors,  and  the  whole  become  filled  with 
a  pariform  secretion.  In  this  last  form  the 
coats  are  said  to  be  always  thin,  as  thoVil^ 
the  dilatation  had  arisen  merely  from  mn 
cus;  while,  in  the  two  first  forms  that  I 


have  mentioned,  tbe  coate  are  generally 
hypertn>phied,  and  the  dilatation  appconi 

to  be  the  result  of  tbe  hypertiopbv  firnee 
it  would  appear,  tliat  ihisdiluiutiuu  i>ccui-8 
soanetimes  nrom  hypertrophy,  and  some* 
tirir';  fr«»in  a  mere  obstruelion  by  mucus; 
and  tlic  result  is,  that,  in  two  forms  of  tbe 
disease,  either  the  whole  length  or  a  part 
of  tlie  tube  is  dilated,  jnst  as  is  the  ca.se 
sonjctime*;  w  itb  tlie  bcart;  htkI  in  thr  tliird 
form  there  is  a  series  like  a  string  ol  beads, 
and  the  coats  an  exceedingly  thin,  as 
though  it  resulted,  not  from  hypertrophjF^ 
for  tbrn  the  parts  would  not  be  thinner — 
but  I'nnu  simple  distention.  In  cases  of 
th  is  description  some  other  symptoms  arisen 
The  disease  is  attended  wiflj  K^n  at  dsMlity, 
and  the  patient  is  broken- wiuded. 

AuscuUatortf  Signs. — Nowyoumaysupposc 
that  such  an  alteration  as  lUa  w  ill  gtre 
rise  to  some  alteration  in  the  ?ionnd  of  tlie 
chest  This  is  a  matter  rather  of  cariosity 
and  of  pathology  diaa  of  practical  Im- 
portance; but  still,  if  any  thing  pradvca 
any  •>vmy»foin  whatever,  it  ix  rh^ht  von 
should  kuow  v\hat  it  is— wheilicr  it  will 
tarn  to  good  aceoant  or  not.  Wo  onght 
to  irn :,i  if  n  -neral  rub*  to  straifjlit 
forward,  aud  make  as  accurate  a  diagno- 
sis as  possible,  whether  we  can  do  guod  or 
not ;  because,  if  it  lie  not  of  practical  ap* 
pltf'n»ioTi  fn  (lay,  yet  it  may  become  no  af- 
terwords. VVc  must  not  despise  a  disco- 
very hecanse  H  is  not  applicable  to  prac 
tice;  it  is  not  usual  to  say,  what  is  the 
good  of  this,  that,  or  other,  if  it  he  known, 
till  the  time  comes  to  turn  it  to  good  ac- 
count ? 

When  small  liit)es  are  dilnt  <!,  tfn  v  nji 
proach  nearer  to  the  natural  .size  of  large 
tubes— they  approach  nearer,  of  course,  to 
the  size  of  the  trachea;  and  therefore,  if 
there  !»•  mi^  rlifferenec  in  the  sound  of  rc 
spiration,  lu  the  sound  of  a  cough,  or  in  the 
sound  of  tbe  Toice,  in  fhe  large  branches, 
it  ought  to  be  the  same  when  the  small 
tnlxs  be<Y>me  large  ones and  this  is 
actually  liie  case. 

The  sonnd  which  is  commonly  heard  in 
respimlion  in  a  healtliy  chest,ealli  1  "  ve- 
sicular respiration,"  it  would  be  best  to 
learn  by  listening  to  the  di««t  of  your 
friends.  The  ground  \vork  is  to  be  learned 
by  listening  to  the  bcsUthy  sounil'^  -  T  tbe 
chest;  and  therefore,  without  patients, 
yon  may  learn  it  of  eadi  other.  Listen 
to  your  friend's  lungs — listen  to  your 
friend's  heart — andw  b<n  vnu  have  learned 
the  normal  sounds  ouiy  is  it  time  to  Icjurn 
the  nnnataral  sounds. '  If  yon  listen  to  dif> 
ferent  parts  <tf  the  chest  of  an  lu  rilthy  in- 
dividual,  you  hear  ditt'erent  soumU  in  re- 
spiration.' If  yon  listen  to  the  lungs,  in 
general  you  hear  that  minute  murmuring 
wbi(  b  is  called  vesicular  respiration,  or, 
by  Laennec,  the  respiratory  murmur;  but 
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If  you  listen  over  those  parts  where  jov 

know  that  tbeiv  are  larifc  bramhes  of  the 
bronchia,  you  do  not  bear  tbmt  ftne  mur- 
mur, but  rather  a  rougher  sound;  there  is 
not  a  distinct  mnxiBurt  a  IbeUe  ervpita* 
tinn,  but  tlu  re  is  a  ronjjh  pn'-^acre'^f  air- 
such  AH  jrou  way  supp>&c  wiii  tak«  piaoeif 
airbetraveningaprettvlargetvhe.  When 
itgoetitttoaTeiideaaa  out  again,  th<  rt  is 
a  minute  crepitation,  scant  lv  to  )>e  caile<l 
a  crepitation,  and  it  gi^eti  liie  sound  of 
nrarnrar;  bat  if  70a  liaten  over  a  lai|i;e 
tribo — the  division  of  the  trachea  — tou  hear 
a  roniih(  r  sound.  This  h  all  I  can  say— 
vou  must  listen  to  understand  it.  Then, 
if  yon  liilien  to  the  trachea  itself,  you  bare 
a  vtill  rougher  sound,  merely  firom  the 
tube  being  so  much  larger. 

The  respiration  htm  in  the  cfaeet  at 
large  is  called  veeiieiilar  respiratiin},*' 
bccnttsc  it  is  the  sound  of  respiration 
passing  to  and  fro  in  the  air  cells.  The 
soond  in  the  hmmehiae  i*  the  ArsRcAwl 
respiration,  luid  that  in  the  trachea,  the 
ira  heal  respiration. 

Tratheal  lUspiration. — Yru  will  hear  tra- 
dieal  reepiratton  at  the  anterior  and  lateral 
parts  of  the  ncek  ;  you  \^  ill  lirar  it  at  the 
upper  part  of  the  stcruum — the  superior 
•tcxnal  region  i  yon  will  also  hear  it  at  the 
•operiar  portion  of  the  infra  clavicular 
n'«ri«»n*!,  jnst  under  theclaricle;  and  you 
will  hear  it  at  the  cervical  portions  of  the 
aenmiion  region,  near  the  aeromion  of  the 
scapula.  In  these  situations  you  hear  the 
sounds  of  reapiration  whiofa  the  trachea 
gives. 

Bmuhial  Hflpmrtibn.— Then  vott  hear 

ihr  'JdTind  which  the  lan^i-'  branches  of  the 
brouchitD  give,  what  is  caUed  bronchial 
reepiration,  in  the  middlo  sternal  region— 
that  is  to  any,  below  the  pnrt  of  which  I 
have  jn«it  spoken;  and  you  will  hear  it  to 
the  right  and  left  of  it.  Here  yuu  wiii 
hear  bronchial  respintiott'tlie  wnind  of 
air  traversing  the  lari;ebrf>nehin' ;  and  ynu 
will  hear  it  in  persons,  if  they  be  thin, 
between  the  scapula?  and  in  the  axilla. 

yittkutar  Hmpiratim.*^  You  Will  hear 
the  Mnin<l  of  air  in  pas'incT  to  and  fro 
the  air  eelb  —  vcsicttiar  respiration —in 
erery  ])art  excepting  the  enperior  and 
nu<l<lh>  ])ortions  of  the  stemom,  and 
to  the  ri^ht  and  left  of  these  in  the 
axilla,  between  the  acn»mia,  between 
tfM  soapulns  betwnen  the  aeromia  and  the 
reck,  and  the  superior  part  of  the  chest, 
immediutelv  below  the  clavicle.  It  is  well 
to  study  this  from  each  other. 

jHt$rutiont  in  Itetpirudov.  ;/riWum/  htf  dUO' 

tatlm  0/ ihr  ]h\viihi  r.—  U'  it  SO  happen 
that  certain  tubes  are  dilated,  then  you 
wiU  hear.  Instead  of  the  nspiralory  niur. 

mur  which  I  nientione<l, usounil  ui>|iri>ach 
iuR  to  that  of  the  hrnn<  hia*.  and  even  ap- 
proaching to  that  of  the  trachea.    This  ia 


one  of  the  tMef  dgns  of  tiie  broochian  be^ 

in»r  dilatctL  They  may,  as  I  have  just 
said,  be  dilated  to  such  an  extent  aj>  to 
sound  very  much  like  the  trachea,  hot  lu 
giMieral  yon  havn  only  hronrhini  ic^nin- 
tion. 

If  you  make  the  patient  speak,  ud 
listen  to  diflennt  parte  of  the  cheat,  too 

will  have  very  different  sonnds,  Mcoran^ 
to  the  part  at  wtuch  yon  listen.  If  vou 
listen  to  tlie  greater  part  of  the  chest,  you 
hear  nothing  patteujar,  bnt  if  yon  Imn 
at  llio- e  pnrLs  where  bronchial  respiimti<  n 
is  heanl — that  is  to  say,  at  the  superior 
part  tile  steruuiu,  iiuinediately  below 
tbaelavicle,and  also  between  the  arapnhf, 
yon  will  hear  the  voi<.-c  rewund  very  much ; 
Yon  will  bear  it  re-echo ;  and  there  is  no 
better  mode  of  aapiewing  it  thnn  thnL 
Yon  hear  a  senna  of  cooaiderahle  force, 
but  you  hear  no  such  thing^  if  you  listen 
to  other  parts  of  the  chesit.  I'liis  arises 
Amn  these  parts  being  situated  over  the 
bronchia'.  If  you  listen  over  the  trachea, 
you  have  a  i«>ud  sctundj  indeed  you  hear 
the  voice  rusli  through  the  tube,  so  that 
yon  tunre  hrongcphonyy  and  what  is  called 
pectoriloquy.  You  may  have  an  idea  t»f 
what  b  meant  by  pectoriUxjuy  by  passing 
die  stethoscope  over  the  tmcnen  or  larmx 
of  any  adult  person :  you  find  the  voica 
come  thronjfh  the  tube  to  the  ear  as  if  the 
voice  were  against  the  ear.  The  natural 
sound  of  the  voice  bebw  the  clavide,  at 
the  upiK-r  i)art  of  the  sternum,  and 
tween  tlic  ^capnUi',  is  called  tr/rt^'ftony  ;  and 
the  nuturui  Miuud  uu  the  htrynx  i»  called 
tttrynf^iphmy. 

\mw  if  any  (tf  these  tubes  be  wry  nntrh 
diluad,  if  small  tubes  attain  the  stze  of 
large  ones,  yon  will  have  a.  sound  jnft  as 
vou  .should  over  the  latter  in  health— yon 
^rn  r  brongophony  at  a  part  what  it 
should  not  exist;  and  if  the  brondiial 
tube  be  dUated  enonnonsly,  nearly  to  the 
size  of  the  trachea,  so  that  it  amounts  to 
a  cavity,  yon  will  have  the  voice  come 
through  the  tube  iut<i  the  hear — vou  w  ili 
have  pectoriloquy;  and  peetoiiloquy  k 
neither  more  nor  less  than  ine  same  sound 
that  you  always  hear  if  you  apply  the  ste. 
thoscope  to  the  larynx.  It  must  he  a  very 
extreme  dilatation,  however,  for  yon  to 
hear  the  voice  come  through  the  tube  in 
this  way.  It  is  common  tu  have  :>uch  a 
sound  as  you  hear  in  the  broncbitc,  hot  to 
have  such  n  o  ni.l  as  you  hear  in  the  larynx 
is  a  rare  thing :  indeed,  there  mxxst  be  a 
larger  dilatation  than  I  ever  met  with. 
6nch  a  dilatation  occurs  from  time  to 
time,  but  it  is  so  rare  that  1  never  saw  it. 
There  are  drawings  of  it,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  as  to  the  esittence  of  the  fUL 
There  is,  therefore,  in  dilatation,  bnmchial 
rcspiratiim  and  brongophonv ;  and  i  f  th« 
latter  be  very  great,  there  is  tracheal 
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•ytirntion  aud  ^  !mrhett!  voice.  As  you 
may  suppose,  Uic  ueuiv-r  the  tul>t>  is  tu 
tbe  snrfiMe  the  more  clear  ai«  tbeae 

sounds. 

Dimiuutitvi  of  the  Bronchial  Tuba. — Chro- 
nic  bronchitis,  however,  will  sometiniMi 
indnoe  tbe  very  opposite  state :  instead  of 
ca'isina^  the  tubr*;  to  hpr<inu'  filiate*!,  they 
will  become  thicker,  and  thu  canal  be 
diminished,  not  dilated.  Sometimes  there 
is  lymph  effused  within,  so  tJiat  fliey  are 
completely  obstructed.  When  lymph  has 
been  effused  wiiliia,  and  the  tube  has  been 
<»blitemted  for  the  time,  it  has  been  called 
A  bronchirrf  p-.-li'prr.  It  is  nothing'  more 
than  tbe  same  occurrence  ttmt  takes  place 
in  cronp— that  is  to  say,  lymph  is  emiied, 
onlj  not  in  a  tubnlar  /orm.  I  once  knew 
a  case  of  gt>nt»rr1u»*R  ^^  hieh  tillffl  the 
urethra  with  lymph,  and  it  was  discharged 
in  this  ivay.  Wliere  the  brono]iis»  have 
lieen  obstructed  bv  lymph,  it  ha.s  been  an 
instance  of  chronic  inflammatiou — at  any 
rate,  nut  of  iicMie. 

In  old  books  yon  wilt  find  it  said,  that 
iioIhkI  v  (  -Mild  iniutfinc  what  was  the  matter 
with  the  patient,  and  then  such  a  mass  as 
tiiis  hft  been  spit  up.  la  cases  of  Uiis 
kind  yoa  conld  tell  what  would  be  the  au- 
rifiil;ir  svmptoni*;.  At  th«t  jmrt  there 
w  ould  be  no  respiration,  and  as  boon  as  it 
was  spit  np  tme  would  be  the  mnfmnr 

But  wiihont  sttch  a  cause  of  obstruction 
«ri  this,  the  tubes  are  sometimes  blocked 
up:  tlie cavity  is  obliterated  by  the  sides 
iHTtiminir  thickened  and  contracted,  and 
Uicn  no  respiration,  of  course,  is  heard  at 
the  part,  and  this  want  of  respiratory 
marmur  is  permanent.  En  the  case  of  acute 
hr"Ti(  )iitiv,  it  will  crrise  from  a  momentary 
4ib.siruction  of  tlie  tube,  for  a  few  hours, 
bat  eoin^hins^  removes  it,  and  yon  hear  it 
afpiin ;  nut  when  the  ohstniction  arises 
from  a  contraction  of  thr  tntieSf  the  want 
«tf  respiratiuit  in  perumneat. 

DitikimtioH  of  the  Air  CelU^  iwfWiopw/i/ 
irrmed  Emphu  '  ' ' '  —  Chronic  bronchitis 
producMiB  a  chamc^  farther,  and  precisely 
4if  die  nature  or  dilatation,  of  which  i 
hvc\c  already  spoken.  The  Binnte  tnbee 
of  the  bronchia'  terminate,  as  you  know, 
in  the  air  cells,  and  it  occasionally  hap- 
}»etis  that  the  air  celts  are  dilated  by  this 
iJisrKse,  This  has  !i< ,  a  called  emphtfseiaa 
4tt'  the  lungs;  but  1  think  it  an  impro{)er 
expression,  becaiuse  by  emphvsinna  we 
locan  the  presence  of  air  in  the  cellular 
membrane,  where  there  ouR-ht  to  he  n«>  air. 
Now  in  this  case  there  is  no  air  in  the 
ceUalar  membrane,  no  air  in  any  place  bat 
where  it  ought  to  be;  only  the  fmrt  which 
contains  the  air  is  too  Jaige —contains  too 
tuuch. 

These  dilated  air  cells  attain,  in  general, 


only  tlic  «izc  of  millet  Bced*  ;  bnt  ?ierearul 
there  one  may  be  liccu  the  size  ul  a  hemp- 
seed,  and  even  as  large  as  a  cheny^slooe. 

When  they  are  the  size  of  cherry  stones 
it  is  very  probable  that  tlic  air  tubes  open 
Intotfia  oells,  and,  all  the  c^s  separating 
ftam  the  tubes,  they  arc  dilated  into  one 
common  cavit' .  T  vhnTiIrl  tfnnk  this  was 
the  cause.  Vua  arc  a^-«|uaiutcd  with  the 
anatomy  of  the  air  tabes  and  aireel]s,aad 
therefore  are  aware,  that  at  tlie  termination 
of  each  t\\  '\K  <»f  the  f)ronclii;r,  wlicre  it  is 
as  line  as  a  hair,  the  air  eeil.s  arc  situated 
all  along  it.  Just  like  fruit  upon  a  stalk. 
1  think  it  probable  that  when  a  bronchial 
twig  is  dilated  to  a  great  siae  tbe  air  cells 
which  separate  Aomlt  are  dilated  Into  one. 

Occasionally,  thoeeof  the  greatest  magna  - 
ttide  actnal!y  project  on  the  snrface  of  the 
lung,  and  are  so  promiuent  as  to  present 
a  large  globokur  form  externally.  Some- 
times they  arc  as  large  as  a  walnnt,  and 
even  lars^er.  There  h  n  pre])arnti(ni  nt  St. 
Thoinas'ti  (but  1  suppotie  wu  have  not  onu 
here),  where  there  is  a  tamor  of  this  de- 
scnption  on  the  surface  of  the  lung#  in 
extreme  cases  of  this  description  you  will 
see  the  edge  of  the  lung  qnite  translneent, 
and  stamung  away  Dnmi  the  hody  of  the 
luBir. 

If  the  qaantity  of  air  be  very  consi. 
derabb,  the  aides  of  the  eelle  may  eiaeicY 

and  then  a  communicati<m  is  established 
hetwccn  them  and  the  cellular  memhrane, 
so  that  true  emphysema  is  superadded; 
and  in  that  case  tM  tumor  upon  the  sur- 
face of  the  lunur  may  attain  a  very  great 
size,  and  the  air  may,  by  pressure,  lie 
forced  about  8tiU  it  is  found,  notwith- 
standing timi  the  cells  occasionally  eiadc 
and.air  esc«j)e8  into  the  cellular  nienihrmx! 
of  the  lui^,  that  it  does  nut  move  about 
very  e«tensive1y-*not  so  extensively  as  it 
docs  in  other  parts  of  the  body. 

If  Inngs  with  dilated  uir  cell*,  he  inflated 
and  tlit'U  cut  into  (whicli  1  una4(iue  is  the 
best  way  of  prescninL:  tin  m— dilate  the 
lungs,  keep  them  dilated,  dtv  them,  and 
then  vat  them),  the  dilatation  uf  particular 
air  cells  proves  to  be  more  eonsideiahle 
than  appiaured  externally.  W  hen  the  dila  • 
tation  is  cf>n«!idemblc,  and  at  the  same 
time  so  extensive  as  t  >  liccupy  the  whole 
long,  instead  of  collapsing,  you  will6nd,on 
opening  the  chest,  that  it  rebounds  and  j^ro- 
jcct.ti  beyond  the  chest.  A  lung  thus  af- 
fected necessarily  sinks  less  in  water  than 
a  healthy  lung,  and  on  handling  it  it 
docs  not  creiMtntt  in  tlx  n >n:il  way,  but  it 

Sives  such  a  sound  as  would  arise  litMU  the 
low  eseape  of  air,  and  ?ou  cannot  empty 
it  us  readily  as  you  would  a  healthy  lung. 

You  will  find  that  the  ti«isne  f»f  the 
lung  i.s  (incr  ttian  in  health,  and  even  the 
loou  of  the  lungi  hare  not  tha  nsual  In. 
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filtration  found  in  that  part  I'he  lungs 
m&n  fawmbto  those  of  a  reptile  than  ft 
mail.  Y(m  know  what  the  lunc:  "f  ^  frog 
is  i  and  tiie  human  lung  is  reduced  very 
much  to  that  state.  The  lung  of  a  frog 
has  a  large  receptacle  for  air,  not  the  ni- 
nutc  cell«4  tliat  we  have;  and  on  opening 
it,  it  escapes  the  buundarv  of  the  chest. 
When  onlj  one  lung  is  tm  aflSscted,  it 
hat  been  seen  to  become  so  much  more 
hnlky  than  the  other  as  to  push  aside  the 
uitdiaiitiuuui  and  heart  (if  on  the  left  side), 
and  piodaee  an  enlargement  on  the  right 
side.  Laenncc  has  descrilKHl  this  condition 
of  the  lungpi  far  more  accurately,  and  far 
more  minutely,  than  any  of  bis  predeces- 
eonf  bat,  as  yon  may  see  from  his  engrav. 
ings,  it  was  well  known  to  Dr.  Baillie.  Dr. 
Bailiie  speaks  of  an  enlargement  of  the 
air  cells  cauiiig'  the  longe  to  resemble 
theee  of  amphibious  animals,  lie  am- 
siders  it  probable  that  two  or  tliree  colls 
inav  be  broken  into  one;  and  therefun% 
although  Laenneo  has  the  credit  of  having 
finit  described  it,  it  is  ricfht  that  we  should 
give  Dr.  Baillie  his  due.  Dr.  Baillie  aUo 
leauiriu  that  Sir  John  Floyer  distinctly 
deseilbes  the  disease,  as  seen  by  htm  in  a 
mare ;  and  he  considers  the  reinnrk  as  ap 
ulicuble  to  tlic  human  subject.  *'  The 
bladders,'*  says  Sir  John  Floyer,  «are 
either  bioken,  and  a^hnit  the  air  into  the 
membranous  intersliccn,  or  else  they  are 
over-distended,  like  a  hernia  in  the  perito- 
neam;  and  this  will  produce  an  inflation 
of  the  whole  substance  of  the  hinc:«,  and 
that  a  continual  compression  of  the  air 
and  blood- vessels,  which  will  prodace  a 
constant  asthma."  He  was  aware  of  this 
ctmdition,  and  he  describes  asthma  as  oc- 
casionally caused  by  this  over  distention. 

Gsastk— The  causes  of  this  over  disten- 
tion, and  tlie  still  more  inten.se  circum- 
stance of  the  rupture  of  the  coats  of  the 
air  cells,  may  be  a  violent  inspiration  and 
n  tention  of  ' the  breatli,  eadi  as  occurs  in 
blowing  a  x\ind  instrument;  it  may  be  a 
mere  debility  of  stnictnre,  a  loss  of  elas- 
ticity ;  iHit  the  most  cewBon  canse  is  oc- 
ca!>ioaed  by  the  want  of  a  due  expansion 
of  the  lung*!.  W  hatever  prevents  any  one 
^  j^art  of  the  lungs  from  expanding  when  the 
thoeas  ozpands— whether  it  be  a  materM 
obstruction  of  the  bronchial  ramification 
or  a  compression  of  them,  or  w  hatever  else 
»it  will  occanion  those  parts  which  re- 
main  dilatable,  to  keep  dilated  in  a  cor 
responding  increased  degree,  in  order  to  fill 
uu  the  vacuum  which  the  expansion  of  the 
chest  oosasiens.  When  we  inspire,  we  ii' 
late  the  chest,  and  the  air  rushes  don-n  the 
trachea,  and  the  lungs  follow  the  dilated 
portions.  If  there  l)e  any  part  tliat  will 
not  dilate,  then  I  nresume  other  parts  are 
over4iiatcd|  to  ill  np  the  vacvum;  and 


in  that  wa^  those  parts  which  we  distend 
are  over  distended,  to  compensate  for  tiM 
want  of  distention  in  oilur  parts;  and 
when  once  over  distended,  they  are  often 
nnable  to  recover  themselves,  j  list  as  is  the 
ease  in  other  parts  of  the  booy— the  uri- 
nary bladder,  for  instanc<'.  T  presume  it  is 
on  this  account  that  the  dilatation  of  the 
air  cells  is  so  cominoo  in  persone  laboor. 
ing  under  chronic  bronchitis,  especially 
where  the  membrane  is  most  thickened, 
and  where  the  secreUuu,  if  there  be  any,  is 
tough  and  adlierent,prDdnchagobstractioii« 
Such,  at  hast,  is  the  explanation  which 
presents  itself  to  my  mind.  Laennec  gives, 
nowever,  a  difierent  assumption ;  he  sup. 
poses  that  the  air  which  passes  throng 
the  irap«Trectly  obstructed  tubes  in  chro- 
nic bronchitis,  cannot  easily  escape  again, 
hot  there  it  remains  imprisoned  in  the  air 
c«  lis  by  a  mechanism  somewhat  similar  to 
till-  inichanism  of  the  valves  <if  on  airgun, 
and  the  succeeding  inspiration  introduces 
a  ftesh  supply,  so  that  the  accomolatioo  la 
yery  great.  I  cannot  refute  this  explana 
tion:  but  the  occurrence  of  the  facts  upon 
whioi  I  ground  mv  explanation  is  indis- 
putable, namely,  that  in  inspiration  we 
dilate*  flic  clu'vt.  and  the  lungs  fcdluw  ;  if 
one  purl  be  obstructed — cannot  dilate,  the 
other  parts  attempt  to  get  more  of  tfie  air» 
for  the  purpose  of  filling  up  the  cavity  of 
the  tliorax.  Thus  when  one  part  is  ob- 
structed, aiutther  will  become  dilated  ;  and 
Laenncc,  to  prove  his  opinion  right, shoolA 
have  shewn  that  the  dilate<l  air  cells  are 
tliosc  bcloiwing  to  the  tubes  in  which  ob- 
stmction  eusts.  That  he  has  not  done. 
I  conceive  they  are  not  theee  In  whiah 
there  is  obstruction  ;  but,  to  prove  bis  opi- 
nion  correct,  he  should  have  shewn  that 
the  dilated  cells  belong  to  the  dbetnwiod 
tabes. 

AuicuUaturxi  signs. — Ni>w  tlie  existence  of 
this  state  of  the  lungs— morbid  dilataiiun 
of  the  air  cells— cannot  be  known  withont 
the  use  of  the  ear.  Dr.  Baillie,  of  a>urs*', 
knew  nothing  of  aoscultatioa;  it  was  nut 
known  or  practised HU  after  hie  time;  hnt 
he  savs,  with  peat  truth,  that  when  the 
air  wils  of  the  lungs  are  much  enlarged  in 
size,  persons  have  been  rsmarktd  to  have 
been  long  subleet  to  dlficnlty  of  breathinfr, 
more  especially  on  motion  of  the  b«»dy  j 
but  I  believe  tliere  are  no  symptoms  at  pre- 
sent known  by  which  this  disease  may  be 
discriminated 'fn>m  .some  others  Incidental 
to  the  chest.  The  dyspncea  docs  not  dif- 
fer (torn  the  same  symptom  under  other 
drenmstaaees ;  it  ftvqnently  occnn  in  pn. 
roxysms,  and  will  continue  for  manf 
years.  But  the  pathognomonic  sii^ns  are 
obtained  from  percus.sion  and  au>eultation 
— not  from  cither  aJ«uie,  but  fn»m  th« 
onion  of  the  two;  for  if,  when  the  airccUa 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


CHRONIC  BRONCHITIS. 


10ft 


arc  grently  dilatid,  ^uu  strike  that  part  of 
the  chest^  a  sound  is  beard  exactly  as  in 
.health,  and  perhaps  even  dearer:  from 
there  beinj?  but  little  pulmonary  substance 
there,  vou  have  a  sound  more  hollow  tluui 
ettn  IB  hewXib.  This  is  the  first  thing 
tiuU  you  must  expect ;  then,  if  you  listen 
to  respiration  at  the  part,  tlierc  is  very  lit- 
tle murmur  audible.  Instead  of  a  number 
of  nimite  ceUs,  widi  air  rastlin^^  in  them, 
there  are  only  t^o  or  three  cells  largely 
dilated,  and  therefore  the  air  cannot  rustle 
as  before ;  you  hear  very  little  of  the  re- 
spiratnry  murmur.  The  air  which  is  there 
scarcely  leaves  the  air  eel  Is— scared  v  passes 
to  and  iro;  the  part  is  not  exuaucfed,  and 
the  emueqncnce  is,  that  there  is  rexj  little 
motion  of  the  air.  But  it  is  to  be  remem- 
bered that  yon  do  hear  some  res]>iratory 
murmur;  and  this  is  the  distiuetitui  be- 
tween the  presence  of  air  in  the  pleura  and 
the  presence  of  air  in  merely  dilated  air 
cells.  If  air  exist  in  the  pleura,  there  it 
remains;  vou  have  a  more  hollow  bound 
tlwniiiiia];  hot  on  listening  there  Ja  no 
respimtorv  murmur — the  air  is  in  a  state  of 
ataj^tion.  In  the  case  of  dilated  air  cells, 
hofrever,  tfiere  is  a  litde  driven  otit,  and  a 
little  drown  back  again,  and  therefore  there 
i'j  a  'riflinc:  res])iratory  murmur.  In  the 
one  case  there  is  uonc,  but  in  the  other 
there  is  some. «  ' 

It  is  said  that  when  this  affection  is  ex- 
tensive, there  is  another  i>ath<)ji^nomonie 
^ign — the  inspiration  is  ma  le  with  a  crack- 
linit  sound,  as  if  the  air  were  entering  and 
divteiuling  lunus  which  had  been  dried, 
nnd  the  cells  of  which  had  been  univer- 
sally dilated.  -  The  lungs  are  drier  in  this 
state  than  in  health,  and  when  the  case  is 
very  severe  the  inspirations  are  attended 
with  the  sound  I  have  just  described,  a 
•onnd  similar  to  that  prodneed  by  blowing 
into  a  dry  bladder;  and  this  has  been 
termetl  by  Laennec  rfry  crepitms  rattle^  with 
large  (mhbUi.    It  is  an  odd  name,  but  it 
^tttty&et  the  idea  of  dryn  esB^and  therefbre 
It  is  **  dry  crepitous  rattle;"  and  it  gives 
you  the  idea  of  air  entering  a  bladder,  and 
tbcrelbiv  he  says,  "  with  large  bubbles." 
These  are  extreme  cases,  and  I  have  never 
witnessed  ore  of  them.    If  y'»u  reflect  a 
moment  you  will  find  no  dithculty  in  re- 
mearii^ng  this.   When  the  tubes  are  di. 
lated.  they  approach  to  the  size  of  the 
bronehi.v,  and  you  inust  have  the  same 
sound  that  you  hear  there ;  and  if  tlie  air 
cells  he  dilated,  it  stands  to  reason  that 
yon  cannot  have  the  same  minute  murmur 
that  you  have  when  it  is  passing  a  thousand 
minute  cella;  and  it  stands  to  reason  dso, 
thnt  you  will  have  n.  dear  sound  there, 
jnst  n*!  yon  have  in  hf  tilih.  because  there  is 
lur  there,as  before  ;  and  it  liie  dilatation  be 
veiT  oottaidsfibie,  yon  will  have  a  dearer 
soakd  than  befiire,  becaase  there  is  little 


else  there  but  air — ^little  pulmonary  sab- 
stance. 

Treameat, — I  need  nut  say  that  nothing 
can  he  done,  either  for  tut>es  or  air  cells 
that  have  fallen  into  this  state. 

TrttUmetit  0/  Cknmie  BrondUtii^WkfaM. 
gard  to  the  treatment  of  chronic  bron^itfa^ 
it  is  very  various  under  different  cireum- 
sianccs.  Accordingly  as  the  symptoms  are 
inflammatOTy,  ana  yoor  patient  strong, 
must  your  treatment  approach  to  that  for 
tlie  acute  disease ;  and  accordingly  as  the 
patient  is  weak,  and  there  are  tdgns  of 
passive  rather  than  of  active  inflammation, 
so  must  you  be  careful  in  lowering  the 
strength.  In  the  latter  case,  when  there 
are  signs  of  coqgeition  rather  than  efia. 
flammation,  and  tiie  pmran  of  the  patient 
are  feeble,  >on  may  very  easily  conceive  the 
great  importance  of  not  taking  away  a 
drop  more  blood  than  Is  abeolnWy  neeea- 
sarv.  ^^■here  you  see  the  face  black,  the 
body  hloiiied,  the  legs  swollen,  and  a  small 
quuulity  of  urine  only  is  formed,  it  may  be 
necessary  to  take  away  a  small  quantity 
of  blood,  perha]>s  a  little  from  the  juguUur 
vein  i  or  you  mav  cup  the  patient  between 
the  scapula,  ana  (m  the  fioiit  of  the  chest ; 
but  more  than  a  few  ounces  can  seldom  be 
borne.  Diuretics  and  emetics  are  of 
the  greatest  utility.  By  diuretics  you  uu- 
loaa  the  lungs  considerahUr.  There  Is  al- 
ways a  great  collection  of  serous  fluid  in 
the  air  cells  and  tuln's,  and  by  diuretics 
you  produce  a  great  alleviation  to  the  pa> 
tient  It  is  a  good  practice  to  combine  di- 
gitalis and  s(|uills  together;  y<m  may  give 
mtuiy  diuretics  together,  when  you  cannot 
increase  any  one  of  them.  When  yon  can- 
not give  the  patient  a  larger  dose  maqvUla 
without  making  him  si<k,  you  may  add 
digitalis.  It  is  certainly  a  very  common 
thing  for  you  to  be  able  to  gi  ve  dinretlee 
together,  many  of  which  have  a  tendency 
to  produce  Riekness,  without  producing 
more  i>ickue.Hs  by  tJie  combination  of  the 
whole  than  if  you  gave  only  one  of  thsaai 
The  effieacy  of  a  diuretic  is  generally 
tliouglit  to  be  much  increased  by  ^ving  a 
small  4uantity  of  mercury.  This  is  an  old 
remark,  and  I  believe  it  is  a  correct  one; 
you  find  it  stated,  that  diuretics  act  more 
powerfully  ou  the  kidneys,  if  you  give  a 
small  quantity  of  merenry  with  them,  than 
if  the  latter  Ik;  omitteil. 

You  will  also  find  great  relief  from  the 
exhibition  of  emetics ;  and  among  the  best 
is  ipecaeaanha.  If  yon  give  antimony  two 
or  three  times  even,'  day,  you  debilitate  the 
patient;  and  this  is  not  a  case  for  dimi. 
nishing  the  strength.  Yon  only  want  ie 
unload  the  patient,  but  antimony  is  a  very 
depressing  agent,  and  if  given  every  day 
for  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  you  may 
produce  grmt  irritation  of  the  nnoone 
membrane  of  the  i tomach  »  gastrodynia ; 
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mnd  therefore  I  think  ii>ecacuanhA  is  the 
best.  Patieiils  wiU  Utar  not  men"!y  fif 
teen  or  twewiv  grains,  but  thirty  ^  and  it 
is  a  aaf^  medicine.  1  um  told  that  if  yon 
give  a  lai^  quantity,  it  comex  from  the 
stomachy  and  products  no  more  efl'ect  than 
a  sinall  one.  It  is  of  great  use  to  give  an 
emetic  crery  inornin^^,  or  every  other  morn- 
ing, and  clear  out  the  bronchisB;  it  is  an 
excellent  remedy.  When  acute  bronchitis 
has  latted  any  time,  and  yon  do  not  think 
proper  to  evacuate,  emetics  may  be  repeated 
more  fn^eiy,  especially  in  the  case  of  chil- 
dren. When  the  case  is  not  very  severe, 
a  nauseating  dose  of  ipecacuanha,  squills, 
and  other  things  of  that  description,  is 
very  nseiui.  Among  the  best  expecto- 
mnte  are  those  whidi  excite  naneea.  It  is 
always,  of  course,  necessfiry  to  attend  to 
the  bowels;  if  you  do  not,  tlure  is  still 
more  congestion;  but  il  iii  very  dungeruus 
to  purge  biMdy,  in  these  cases  Uie 
powers  of  the  patient  soon  sink  :  mid  it  is 
better  to  trust  to  emetics  and  diuretics. 

It  is  frequently  of  very  great  use  to  blis- 
ter the  chest ;  but  the  employment  of  tar- 
tar emetic  ointinP!>t  is  Til tlicr  a  severe  and 
cruel  mode ;  aiui  i  liuvc  not  seen  that  it  is 
any  better  than  an  ordyinary  Mister.  Some 
fiersons  are  fond  of  dry  euppini!;;  there  is 
no  loss  of  blood,  and  yet  a  i^reat  determi- 
nation of  it  from  the  inner  parts. 

Ik*<ides  remedies  of  this  description,  it 
is  freipH  !it!  V  ncrr^?Jtirv  to  cinplnv  ntfn  rsof 
a  soothing  nature.  Among  the  be^t  is  hy- 
oecvamas,  or  coninm,  whi«i  may  be  given 
It] gilt  and  morning.  There  is  no  mle  for 
the  do^ie  of  these;  but  yon  tiud  you  may 
increase  ihaui  to  a  mucii  larger  quantity 
than  you  begin  with.  I  have  seldom  found 
straujoniuui  of  niueb  use  in  lessenijijf  the 
cough ;  it  is  not  to  be  compared  witli  hy- 
oscyamus,  or  conium,  or  opium.  Opium 
is  (Hie  of  tlie  best  tilings,  but  in  many 
of  these  cnses  there  is  a  sn^*at  disposition 
to  heaviness  of  the  head,  aud  opium  has 
the  inconvenience  of  confining  the  bowels; 
m  tliat  though  it  is  a  good  medicine  in  tlie 
fonn  of  Dover's  |>owder«.  \et  it  is  not  so 
good  as  hemlock  or  benlKinc, 

Yoa  will  soothe  the  air  passages  mnch 
by  makini;  a  patient  inhale  <lifferent 
tilings.  They  m&\  inhale  Uie  steam  of  hot 
watnr;  hot  one  of  the  best  modes  is  not  to 
let  them  inhale  the  steam,  but  have  a  Tea- 
sel, and  let  the  air  they  breathe  come 
through  the  hot  water.  You  cannot 
ehajge  air  with  a  dose  of  salts,  bot  than 
are  many  thinj^s  \vhieh  may  be  taken  up 
bv  the  air,  and  which  may  be  iitsjiired  in 
tfiis  way.  You  might  make  a  s<duUou  of 
•iplnm,  or  an  extract  of  conium,  and  let  the 
patient  breathe  thnmgh  it.  I  have  not 
much  expciicnee  of  it,  but  1  have  put  hy. 
fwicyamns  and  coninm  into  water,  and  let 
the  patitals  bmtha  through  it,  and  with 


great  relief.  Some  persons  Inut-  uW 
prussic  aetti,  and  they  say  that  has  aHurded 
them  great  relief.  Chlorine  may  be  iatro- 
duced  this  way ;  1  hare  seen  it  lessen  the 
irritation.  Some  persons  employ  iodine; 
but  it  is  right  not  to  put  more  than 
one  drop  of  die  satuiatod  soMoa  of 
iodine.  Some  patients  will  beiir  three 
or  four  dn»i>'^,  bnt  some  will  not  bear  more 
than  one;  aud  i  have  known  sume  p«.H»ple 
who  conld  not  hear  one  drop  pat  into 
three  qnarters  of  a  pint  of  urrer.  |t  is 
right  to  l>egin  vvitli  the  smalle»t  (|uantil/, 
and  never  increase  it  beyond  what  tthorna 
without  the  least  irritation.  I  have  a  pa- 
tient at  this  moment  in  Sf  'I'Irntnas's.  !a 
bouring  under  chronic  bronchitis,  and  who 
has  found  great  relief  fwm  tneatfaing 
through  tanners'  liquid.  He  is  taking  no 
medicine,  but  he  says  the  tanners'  liquid 
has  diminished  hit>  e(»ugh,  and  he  is  much 
better.  People  living  in  the  nei^hbonr- 
ho<Kl  "f  t  innen*  pits  often  ftnd  their  mpi- 
ration  improved. 

You  will  find  another  description  of 
mcdieine  often  useful.  Where  there  is  oo 
fulrieH<s  of  the  chesl,  but  the  brortt  lTiti^^  n- 
sembles  phthisis — where  the  patient  u  u>.it» 
away,  and  has  a  tiresome  cough,  yon  wiB 
find'  tonics  of  great  advantage.  Where 
tliere  is  a  di<:p<»5ition  to  dro)»sy,  cmetim 
and  diuretics  ure  pn>per;  but  where  tl«; 
patient  is  more  or  less  hectic,  and  is  spit- 
tinij  up  tt  fjrrenl  quantity  -a  state  whieh 
often  occurs  in  young  jicrsotts — ^^ou  find 
tonics  of  great  use ;  and  yon  find  ironcae 
of  the  best.  There  is  an  interesting  aw 
in  the  first  \(dume  of  the  Medico-Chirur- 
gical  Tiaiuiactions,  of  a  young  lady  sup- 
posed to  be  in  a  consumption,  hut  hy  means 
of  three  grains  of  sulphate  of  iron  taken 
twice  a  day,  she  got  well.  I  have  had 
cases  of  that  descripti«m  without  end, 
where  persons  were  supposed  to  be  on  the 
v(M  L,'e  of  phthisis,  bnt  wlu  rr  thrn*  "^vrt^  nn- 
Uiiug  but  bronchitis— no  signs  of  tuber- 
cnlation,  bat  iiritation  nf  wa  aMtaboMMEs, 
producing  ercriastiaic  thdding  in  dielhraat. 

In  those  efiM  *.  whi-re  there  is  a  dilata- 
tion of  the  brunchia>,  or  uf  the  air  oelli,  the 
treatment  will  not  vary  ;  vnn  moit  ttnat 
the  case  on  geacnl  piinciples^ 
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To  iht  Editor  of  iko  MotUpml  Owtu. 

Sib, 

If  y  ou  should  be  of  opiniou  that  the  iul- 
kwiog'  commtmication  iUnatratna  rtrj 
stdkingly  what  is  to  he  ohlmined  frpaa 
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exertion  and  jpcn>everauce,  I  should  feel  frequcTicy,  had  a  fuller  and  more  distinct 

miicb  obliged bj  your  giving  it  a  place,  throb;  had  been  more  quiet  and  com. 

fortable,  evidently  sleeping  at  intervals, 

I  wn^  refi?if  «iU  (l  to  visit  a  hoy  betwixt  H'hich  be  had  not  done  dunii^  the  whole 

hi\  aud  !>c\cii  years  oi'  age,  ou  the  16t]i  of  the  former  part  of  bis  lerer.  The 

September.  He  had  been  complaiiiing  dystm  were  ordered  to  be  coiitiiiiied, 

fat  two  or  three  days  before;  and  my  but  if  ])(»ssihle  to  procure  an  evacuatloti 

|»rTrtTUT,  Mr.  Moir,  findint;'  liirn  labour-  of  tlic  howtls  boforr  lljo  repetition  of 

in;^  imffrr  svTn|itonis  of  fovcr,  prescribed  every  tbinl  eucnia,  if  necessary;  and 

uu  emetic,  w  all  u  subsequent pura^e.  He  tliis  by  mi  aperient  enema,  or  by  using 

was  seen  again  two  days  after,  wnen  the  a  piece  of  aoap.   Next  daj  I  ibnnd  mmt- 

feverish  svuiptonis  bein^  still  present,  it  ters  e^  idently  improTed;  pii^be  116,  and 

was  concluded  fbnf  flu- case  would  tcr-  evidentlv  ^inm'jrrv  and  more  distinct; 

minatc  in  a  contmui d  ir\er,  ratber  of  a  tbe  g-biziness  oi  llie  c(»raea  gone  ;  enjoy- 

bilious  eiiaractcr,  as  it  could  be  traced  to  iug  ^liort  sleeps,  and  altogether  more 

tbe  eating  of  a  richer  diet  than  usual,  comfortable,  but  still  passing  stools  and 

and  his  having  eaten  a  considerable  urine  insensibly.    No  improvement  in 

quantity  of  wild  fruit.  his  countennnrr,  and  the  debility  and 

It  .«^eems  quite  unnecessary  to  give  a  emaciatiou  still  increasing ;  tbe  diffi. 

detailed  account  of  the  procreAS  of  tbe  cnlty  of  taking  food  so  much  in<»eased 

lever,  as  there  were  no  local  s^Toptoms  as  to  render  it  extremely  doubtful  if  a 

of  any  kind  (excepting  during  the  first  droj)  of  any  thing  is  swallowed.  The 

few  days  a  jirf  ttv  sc\  «'re  juhI  constant  same  treatni'  iif  to  be  continued, 

bcadaclie,  wbicij  w  as  relieved  by  the  ap-  On  tbe  fuiioumg  day,  viz.  the  3d  of 

plication  of  leeches) ;  the  fever  was  October,  matters  were  at  a  stand,  or  ra« 

treated  according  to  circumstances,  but  ther  retrograde ;  the  pulse  125,  and  not 

in  place  of  obtaniing  a  favourable  crisis  so  distinct ;  emaciation  e\  ideiirlv  i^'ninp;' 

from  the  1 1th  to  tbe  14lb  day  of  the  ou,  and  fe  atiircs  mure  eollajisid  ;  still 

fever,  tbe  debility  rapidly  increased,  and  passinjg^   unuc   aiul   ikccsi  insensibly. 

Iroin  tbe  very  great  dimculty  of  intiD-  The  cistern  since  yesterday  had  only 

ducing  nourishment,  his  situation  by  the  been  retained  for  an  hour  or  two,  and 

l'>tb  «»r  Hiib  (Imv  of         nff  u  k  liecame  not  a  d?o|)  i^ot  down  bv  tbe  mouth, 

highly  dangerous.    I  hc  pulse  was  now  I  now   endeavoured  to  examine  as 

from  190  to  140,  small  and  indistinct ;  perfectly  as  po.«sibIe  the  state  of  the 

the  features  much  collapsed ;  tongue  mouth  and  throat,  and  by  using  some 

and  mouth  foul,  but  neither  parched  nor  force,  I  saw  tliat  the  tongue  ana  month 

bliicTc ;    til"'   rmrieiation   considerable ;  werc  c  nijdctely  aphtbcms,   and  con- 

voidiug  unuc  and  fu;ces  involuntarily ;  eluded  tliat  the  fauces  and  gullet  were 

the  leet  and  body  having  a  great  ten-  in  all  probability  in  the  same  state, 

dency  to  become  cold ;  the  transoarent  Also,  upon  exanuning  the  points  upon 

cornea  bt cnininj'f  dim  and  gla/(  tl,  and  which  tiie  body  rested,  I  found  a  dark 

ap]H  niiiL:  insensible  to  every  thing  pass-  brown  s]K)t  about  the  size  of  n  shilling, 

ing  uruuiid  him.  notwiibstandiug  every  attention  liad 

in  these  despesste  circumstances,  been  paid  to  the  changing  of  his  posi. 

with  no  pvoapecC  of  being  able  to  intro-  tions.    I  now  ordered  a  strong  dose  of 

duce  the  necessary  su]>port  and  conlials  cinch,  flara,  with  the  addition  of  nitric 

bv  tbe  month,  my  Mde  Intpc  lay  in  be-  acid,  and  an  infusion  of  capsieniii  annu- 

iiig  able  to  throw  them  up  by  tiic  rec-  um,  to  be  hyected  into  the  moutii  every 

lUDk   I  accordingly  directed  an  enema,  four  hours,  with  a  springe,  and  if  possi- 

composed  of  half  an  English  pint  of  ble,  to  get  some  of  it  swallowed.  The 

a*iv,  v'  milk,   tliickened   with   wheatcn  enemas  were  onlered  to  be  continued, 

Hour,  and  a  desM;rt  spoonful  of  brandy  but  every  alternate  one  to  be  of  ver^ 

added  to  them,  to  be  thrown  up  every  strong  beef  tea,  with  six  drops  tne.  opii 

eight  hours.   This  was  on  the  dOth  of  in  each. 

SeptendxT,  tbe  IGtli  day  from  tbe  com-  At  my  visit  next  day  T  found  matters 

inencrment  of  tlie  fever;  and  on  my  exactly  stationary,  but  flie  tongue  and 

visit  the  next  day,  I  found  that  Uie  mouth  much  improved,  and  the  clysters 

whole  of  the  three  enemas  bad  been  re-  much  longer  retained ;  not  at  all  satis- 

tained,  and  there  was  a  alight  improve-  fied  that  a  drop  of  any  thing  bad  yet 

infTtt  in  tbe  c(»ndlfion  of  our  patient,  reached  tbe  sttmiach.    Next  day  things 

ills  pulse,  although  much  tbe  same  in  were  evidently  worsen  tbe  debility  and 
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cmcistioD  eztrane;  pulse  both  in-  time  with  loud  cry  ing  and  incesBant  in. 

aneased  in  frequencj  and  debility,  and  cobcreut  voc-iferiition,  exciting  some  ap- 

uot  a  drop  swallowed,  allhou^b,  as  far  jiri  lt'-iisioii  for  tlic  state  of  tlie  brain.  It 

as  cduM      seen,  the  mouth  and  fauces  %vus  exactly  three  weeks  since  be  had 

were  <^uiic  clean.    I  was  now  sauUiied  spoken  a  word,  und  now  when  »j>eecJi  rr- 

that,  unleis  Douriduneiit  could  be  iutro.  turned,  it  was  only  voctfemtitii^  n  mgk 

duoed  into  the  stomach,  the  case  must  woid.   The  dlfTercnt  bfowii  spots  were 

soon  terntinate  fatally,  and  tli  if  T  could  now  scaling  oflT,  and  he  was  alsocaprxblr- 

not  trust  any  long'cr  to  tlic  dettig^ent  of  motion  and  the  nse  of  his  arms,  in 

decoction  making  it^i  wav  to  the  sto-  these  circumstances  the  enemas  were 

mach.    I  immediately  detennined  to  discontinued,  and  ralres*  leet  jellv, 

introduce  the  tube  of  the  stomach- nump,  good  beef  tea  and  chicken  broth,  tlii(». 

and  ]>v  that  mean^  convey  nourisnment  cned  with  breail,  wen'  ordered,  but  more 

into  tlie  stomach.    1  was,  however,  very  esipeciallv  to  have  ti»e  juice  of  half  a 

obligingly  8up|)licd  b;^'  Mr.  Alexander,  pound  of  beef  steak,  rather  under  done, 

a  medical  practitioner  m  the  neighbour-  uroperly  obtained  by  exprestsion,  with 

hood,  with  a  more  convenient  instru-  bread  dij»t  in  it,  every  four  or  six  houn. 

mcnt  for  my  purpose,  vl/  ;ni  elastic  hot-  This  last  kin<l  nf  uomisliTiient  lie  bigblv 

tie,  which  could   coutaiu  about  ibur  relished,  and  took  uiOdi  readily  iu  great 

ouneei,  with  a  wery  Gomremeat  tube,  quantity. 

With  this  machine  was  introduced.  At  my  visit  on  the  18th  of  October,  I 

twice  or  tliriec  every  twenty-four  hours,  was  disappointed  in  finding  matters  had 

four  ounces  of  stroTs*^  heef  or  ehickeu  rather  rtlrograded  than  improved,  pulse 

tea,  mixed  w  nil  arrow  j-oot,  aud  a  large  being  110,  emaciation  the  same,  oot- 

tea  spooniul  of  brandy  added  lo  each ;  withstanding  the  ouantity  of  nooiiah- 

and  oeing  convinced  that  the  aphthous  ment  he  had  swallowed,  and  no  tnu 

ulceratioti  bavins  extended  down  the  provement  in  the  nervous  and  convulsive 

eesoubagus  must  be  the  cause  of  notliing-  motions,  or  in  the  incoherent  vocifera- 

reaching  the  btomacb,  I  dirceled  ibat  tion.   This  stationary  condition  I  hoped 

the  pdnt  and  the  whole  leni^fth  of  the  was  entirely  to  be  attributed  to  a  total 

tube  should  be  wet  with  the  detergent  want  of  sleep,  and  constant  agitation 

decoction,  and  alternately  rubbed  with  and  restlessness ;  and  in  onler  to  ovcr- 

a  detergent  linctus,  every  time  the  iu-  come  these  distressing  circum&tances,  I 

jcctious  were  employed.  again  returned  to  the  enemas  wiib  lau> 

At  ay  vbtt  on  the  9th  of  October,  damnn,  and  also  opiates  bv  the  mouth; 

matters  were  in  every  way  very  nnich  and  by  making  sonjc  regulations  iu  his 

impmved,  pulse  being  down  t<»  HKV  rnul  food,  and  keeping  the  belly  steadilv 

a  ^ood  Uiiroh.    Our  little  patient  was  opeu,  a  progressive  anicndnieut  follow, 

evidently  sensible  of  those  around  him,  ed;  and  by  the 24th  October  nolhingmore 

hut  not  able  to  speak,  and,  for  the  first  was  wanting  to  pronounce  him  c^nva* 

tinir  (bese  three  weeks,  benrnn  to  swal-  lescent  tba)i  the  cessation       the  ineo- 

hiW  in  small  fjiianlities  ;  hnf  in  the  au-  herent  vociferation,  wliieli   I  tlatt«Ted 

pearauce  of  his  countenance  and  bouy  myself  w  ould  also  cease,  as  soon  as  na- 

the  emaciation  going  on,  and  seeming  tural  sleei)  returned,  and  additioiial 

now  at  its  most  extreme  pointy  for  both  strength  obtained.    Accordin^y,  onthe 

the  features  and  body  appeared  quite  3d  November  I  was  able  to  pronounce 

horriitc,  presenting  the  soiiblauce  of  a  him  convalescent  in  every  respect,  which 

most  nerfect  skeleton.  was  more  tliau  seven  weekj»  from  our 

lOtb. — In  consequence  of  bis  awaU  fiiat  attendance,  and  eight  weeks  fiom 

lowinjL:f  readily,  the  injections  were  dis-  the  commencement  of  the  fever. 

contiiiuc<l,  but  tbe  enemas  were  still  had  R'forr  closing  this  detail,  it  maybe 

recourse  to  mice  a  day.    But  what  still  proper  to  state,  that  the  place  of  our  pa- 

exeitcd  very  great  apprehension  for  the  tient's  residence  was  three  miles  distance 

termination  of  the  ease,  was  constant  from  Musselburgh ;  that  he  was  viaaled 

twitching  of  ihe  muscb  s  of  tlie  arms,  diinu;^  tb»- crlllcal  periods  4>r bis  illness, 

and  even  the  lf>wer  extremities,  ac«nrn.  bv   Mr.  Moir  or  nivself,  thrici'  cverr 

panitd  every  ^six  or  eight  hours  uitli  day,  aud  we  also  had  tlic  advantagi»  of 

sligh  t  convulsive  agitations  of  the  whole  the  occasional  assistance  of  Mr  Alexan» 

body  for  the  >pace  of  a  minute  or  t^o,  der  for  throwing  the  injections  into  the 

and  tb»  «.,.  ushered  in  with  evident  (  ((bl-  slomaob,  and  any  otlier  aid  which  niiijhf 

ucss  ul  the  surface,  and  attended  ail  the  be  re<)uircd    and  sick  nurses,  with  other 
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•tteiulaiitf,  and  every  tbingf  that  wsm 
deemed  requisite  for  we  saccessful  ma- 
nagement of  the  case,  were  amply, 
dtecrfiill^',  and  readily  supplied,  by  the 
Very  ajtxtous  and  attentive  pareutji ;  and 
nearly  four  bottles  of  toe  very  beat 
brandy,  excliisiv.'  of  wine,  were  con- 
aumed  during  the  i^truggk. 

O&MTtMiliVmt.— T  bare  now  been  ex- 
tensively euj^a^ed  in  tbe  pnictiee  of 

meill(  in«-  fnity  five  years,  and  flunn**- 
the  whole  i>t  my  experience  I  have  never 
met  with  aijy  cai.e  of  fever,  of  any  de- 
Bcriptian,  wnere  no  organic  lesion  ex* 
istccl,  and  a  recovery  took  place, 
wherr  (iM-re  were  so  nmny,  or  ratlier  all 
tbe  prouls  of  the  most  extreme  debility 
and  exbaustion  present,  and  also  wberd 
it  waa  neoessary  to  continue  and  vary 
the  means  ronsim  red  the  most  proper  to 
conquer  such  exhaustion,  fur  »o  great  a 
lentf'th  of  time. 

The  fifBt  practice  wbich  forma  a  pro- 
minent feature  in  the  succeaafal  treat- 
ment of  this  ca<?e,  is  that  of  enemas.  It 
now  forty  years  jiince  I  have  l»eeii  in 
the  regular  habit  of  emploj-ingf  tliem  in 
eombating  all  eaaea  of  temporary  debi- 
lity, where  tbe'  atomach  was  either  not 
able  to  receive,  or  not  r?ipnl)le  of  di^-est- 
ing,  the  quantity  of  Ibou  necessary  for 
canyinjf  on  the  vigour  and  energ-y  of  the 
Bjateni,  to  tlie  period  when  a  successful 
crisis  migcht  be  expected.  The  g'ood  ef- 
fects to  l)e  obtained  from  this  practice 
were  Ibrciblv  suggested  to  my  appre- 
benaion,  botn  from  tbe  capacity  ana  si- 
tuation of  tlic  colon  in  toe  abdominal 
cavity,  and  also  from  the  very  evident 
proof  of  the  mf»st  ex'tensivc  al>sor|)tion 
going  on  in  the  tluid  matter  of  the  in- 
testinal canal,  alter  reaching  that  por. 
tion  of  it.  From  tbe  most  extensive  ex- 
perience in  this  practice,  I  conclude, 
that  if  nourishing  an<l  stimulant  ene- 
mas, or  whatever  the  quality  they  pos- 
aesS|  are  retained  eight  hours,  very 
nearly  tbe  same  effects  will  be  obtained 
a*j  fr"Mi  one-half  of  ^h*'  «|i!:\ntl(y  f^-ivf'n 
by  the  niuuth,  and  the  whole  contents  of 
the  enema  wUl  have  disappeared,  as  ia 
proved  by  tbe  next  evacuation  of  tbe 
Dowels. 

With  regard  to  the  material*;  nsed  for 
the  enemas  in  this  case,  there  is  nothing 
particularly  novel  in  tbem  except  the 
aaaea*niilk ;  but  sis  the  gentleman  was  in 

posscs>io;i  of  a  g(HKl  milch  iss,  I  had  tliis 
quite  within  niv  n'.ieh;  and  lor  a  jierMid 
of  eight  days  there  was  no  variation ; 


and  an  English  pint  and  a  bali^  mixed 

as  has  been  previously  st;ited,  was  regu- 
larly thrown  up  every  1  wenty-fnnr  hnnr^ 
The  alternate  use  of  a  str<»ng  decoction 
of  beef,  bowever,  seemed  to  possess  a 
greater  power  in  raising  tlie  pulse  ;  and 
%vhen  they  lie«»-an  to  be  onlv  retained  for 
two  or  three  hours,  the  addition  of  the 
oj>iate  successfully  allaye<l  any  irrita- 
tion, and  tbey  were  agam  kept  as  long 
as  could  be  wished. 

Tt  is  evident  that  this  practice  must 
be  particularly  beneficial  in  all  cases  of 
fever,  more  especially  of  t^'phus,  scarla- 
tina, cbolera  maligna,  ana  in  all  caaet 
of  debility  where  the  stomach  rejects 
fofifl.  nnd  p;irf ifnlarh"  that  vomiting 
couM;qucnt  upon  w  eaning.  It  was  from 
tbe  conviction  of  tbe  great  benefits  to 
be  obtained  from  ill  is  practice,  that  I 
coiiirivrd  and  had  made,  by  Mr.  Millar, 
optician  in  Kdinlmri^-b,  assisted  by  the 
late  Mcssn*.  Booss,  forty  years  ayOy  a 
brass  syringe  containing  abont  two 
ounces,  wbieb  worlced  wi%  valves  of  a 
particular  cnnstrnction,  and  to  which 
w  ere  affixed  tnhes  of  tlie  very  same  di- 
uiensionti.  but  not  of  such  proper  mate- 
rials, 88  Inose  now  in  use,  and  tbe  whole 
mode  of  giving  the  cnenm  managed  in 
the  same  way.  I  also  had  a  tube  to  at- 
tach to  the  same  instrument,  for  throw, 
ing  liquids  into  the  stomach,  made  bv 
tbe  Messrs.  Booss;  but  it  was  of  aucb 
coarse  and  imperfect  materials,  and  ra- 
ther too  short,  that  T  never  n^  d  it.  The 
w  liole  of  the  machine  is  still  in  my  pos- 
session, and  may  be  seen  by  any  gentle- 
man  who  may  wiab  to  satisfy  himself. 
^\lien  I  had  the  instrument  made,  1  for- 
warded it  to  thr  I;ito  Dr.  Monro,  who 
returned  it  will)  a  note  saying  that  he 
tbought  the  syringe  witb  stop^eock  was 
preferable— an  opinion  wbicb  tbe  present 
practice  in  giving  enemas  prf»nonnrcs 
glaringly  erroneous;  but  which,  even  as 
applicable  to  a  stomach-pump,  is  also 
a  mistake,  because  in  using  tbat  ma- 
chine witb  stop-cocks  there  is  much  de- 
lav,  and  may  be  both  confusion  and 
mistake;  whereas,  iu  u^iintf  one  work- 
ing witb  valves,  you  may  first  throw  in 
any  quantity  of  liquid  you  please,  and 
by  merely  changing  the  connexion  of 
the  tubes  with  tli*'  syringe  you  mav  »  \- 
haust  the  whole  c(»nlents  of  the  stomach 
witboQt  tbe  smallest  interru]^ion.  I 
was  led  to  tbe  contrivance  of  tbis  instru- 
ment fmm  a  peculiar  cn<;c  of  ileus, 
wliicli  I  pnhlislied  in  the  M< diral  Com- 
inentitrics  ahoul  the  period  I  have  al- 
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leady  inontioneil,  and  wherein  it  is  clia- 
riKtorized  hy  the  late  Dr.  l)uiKaii*s 
iallier,  as  "  an  instrument  properly  coii- 
irircd  for  the  purpose."  The  late  Dr. 
IaU  tlso  bonowed  it  froin  me,  in  order 
to  have  one  made  like  it,  from  seeinfj^  it 
used  in  a  case  f>f  lu  niia.  I  trust  you 
will  excuse  niy  hein^'  so  particular  in 
thiH matter;  but  J  think  it  only  justice  to 
Stale  these  facts,  merelv  to  shew  there 
is  notbinip  so  veiy  new  ^tber  in  the  ato^ 
mach  prn>ip  or  r'n<'Vii,i  rnni  tiines. 

NotH  ith:»tanduig,  however,  the  steady 
and  extensive  use  of  the  enemas,  it  ap. 
pears  from  the  forec^oing'  (K  tail  that  we 
must  have  lost  our  little  ^laticnt,  as  they 
\v«*re  fdtnifl  to  ho  «jnito  inadequate  even 
to  check  conipieiely,  tar  less  procure  an 
abatement  of  the  emaciation ;  and  unlem 
measures  of  the  kind  already  deserihcd 
had  lieeii  resorted  to,  to  convey  notirisli- 
mcnt  Ijy  the  mouth,  the  supply  neces- 
sary lor  the  restoration  of  ncalth  and 
vig«>ur  must  have  failed ;  and  from  the 
use  of  the  botlie  and  tube,  as  already 
deserihcd,  means  were  also  found  to  re- 
move the  aphthous  ulceration  of  the 
thrr)at  and  gullet,  whereby  he  soon  be- 
g-an  to  swallow  readily,  so  that  by  the 
fourth  or  fifth  day  the  use  of  the  inject- 
ing" machine  was  no  1«»n«,Tr  necessarv. 
It  may  be  here  remarked,  that  before 
swallowing'  food  naturally,  both  the 
nonrishiug  enemas  and  tlie  injecti(uis 
were  recjuisile  to  keep  him  from  siuk- 
in<r;  hut  as  soon  as  that  was  t  HVcti  d, 
the  enemas  aloue  were  used,  and  they 
also  were  abandoned  in  five  or  fix  days 
more,  when  the  quantity  of  food  taken 
by  the  mouth  was  both  ample  and  nu. 
tritions. 

I  cannot  close  my  oliscrvaLions  with- 
out notkinfp  the  signal  benefit  derived 

Irom  the  Juice  of  the  beef  steak.  This 
is  an  article  of  nourishment  which  I 
have  now  for  maity  years  been  in  the 
habit  of  prescribing  in  cases  of  debility 
of  hsbit,  accompanied  with  no  desire 
for  food.  It  is  ]>eculiarly  grateful,  and 
much  nourishment  is  rontained  in  toth- 
parativcly  little  bulk,  and  it  is  alniusi 
universaUv  liked.  1  hare  received  the 
most  striking  benefit  from  the  beef 
juice  where  debility  occur*  in  children, 
and  very  remarkably  so  in  cases  of 
hoopingf  couflfh  of  the  most  desperate 
character,  where  all  the  bland  articles 
of  nourishment,  even  including;  an  abun- 
dant snp|)ly  of  asses'  milk,  failed,  and 
thi'  case  was  rapidly  i>iugres*iingto  a  fa- 
tal tenniuation.    luJccd,  so  tirmly  am  I 


satisfied  of  the  great  import^uiee  «f  thcl 

chan;4'o  in  tlic  diet,  that  wherever  the 
usual  pr  ictjcf  l>een  fairlv  tried,  and 
the  synipu)ni.s  of  debility  arc  beeoiuiMg 
akrminif,  it  should  be  instantly  hai  ra* 
course  lo,  and  the  best  effects  wUl  be 
very  soon  i'nuvl  to  follow.  My  ilioory 
for  the  L;  ni  M  l  offix'ts  of  til  is  practice 
is,  tliat  the  U6uai  la^oui  in  uoopiti|r 
cough  are  all  of  a  hquid,  bland,  ani 
bulkif  nature,  and  possess  no  ipnteful  or 
stimulating  quality,  so  as  to  mdnf.  its 
quick  digestion,  but  create  uuu-h  ditti- 
culty  of  breathing  and  increased  cough- 
ing, by  distending  the  stomach;  wbete- 
as,  the  beef  steak  Juice  Is  the  very 
rcvci-so,  and  from  its  nutritious  and 
graldiil  qualities  a  beueficial  effect  is 
rapidly  obtained. 

These  last  observations  naturalTy 
lead  me  to  notice  another  iuiportaot 
point  of  j|>ractice  in  fever*,  which  u  a<j 
very  distinctly  marked  here,  viz.  that 
when  the  penod  of  the  fever  arrived  at 
wluch  I  judged  it  neocssary  to  allow 
wine,  I  he»*"an  with  the  use  of  shcTTy. 
when  considerable  flatulence  and  dis- 
tention of  Uic  stomach  and  bowels  be- 
came troublesome,  from  being  attended 
with  great  uneasiness  and  griping.  It 
M  as  no  better  in  trying  the  o«»^  of  y»ort; 
but  ou  employing  the  bramh^  iIuim* 
iDoonvenient  and  troublesome  symptoms 
entirely  disappeared. 

I  am,  sir. 
Your  ubeilient  servant, 

Thomas  Brown, 
MiiiMllNnalit 


CASES  OF  EYE  DISEASES;  WITR 
REMARKS. 

By  M  m.  Mackknzjk, 
Lecturer  on  the  Eye  lo  the  UnircrsUy  of  QXatpiw, 

Itiving  CjfMticercux  in  the  Anterior 

C'/ki  tnber. 

To  the  kindness  and  liberality  of  Mr. 
Meikle,  of  Edinburgh,  the  piolbsaiMi 
in  Glasgow  owe  the  opportunity  of  ex- 

amininrr  the  child  whose  ease  has  l>een 
puldishtd  in  a  pamphlet  by  Mr.  Ixigan, 
of  New  Lanark,  under  the  title  of 
"  Animalcule  in  the  Eye."  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sinn^ular  disease,  a  lively, 
healthy  girl,  of  «;rven  y«  nrv  of  age, 
was  presented  at  tlic  Eye  inlirniarv  ou 
the  3d  current,  and  the  accuracy  of^Sfr. 
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Log'an'a  account  fully  recog^nized  by  a 
j^at  number  of  obaenren. 

It  would  appear,  that,  from  the 
month  of  Aninrnsf  til!  nboiit  the  middle 
of  January  last,  w  Uon  she  was  tin»t 
VronifHt  to  Mr.  Logan,  tliin  child  had 
suffered  repeated  attacks  of  inflamma- 
tion in  the  left  eye.  Mr.  L.  fotnul  the 
cornea  so  nebul(iii>,  and  the  ophtlialinia 
so  severe,  that  he  dreaded  a  total  loss  of 
sigbt.  He  treated  the  eaie  aa  one  of 
fltrumouA  ophthalmia;  and  after  the 
use  of  alterative  renie(fir«s,  and  the  ap- 
plication of  a  blister  behind  the  ear,  Ine 
inflammatory  symptoms  subsided,  leav- 
ingj  bowerer,  *a  sligfht  opa<  ity  of  the 
lower  |iart  of  the  coniea.  After  a  week, 
til.-  child  was  ajjjiin  brniijrht  to  Mr.  L. 
w  lio,  on  examining-  tiic  eye,  discovered, 
to  his  great  surprise,  a  semitransparent 
body,  of  about  two  lines  in  diameter, 
floating"  unattached  in  the  anterior  cbani- 
ber.  This  body  a]>})ear('d  almost  ])er- 
fectly  sulierical,  except  that  there  pro- 
eeeded  from  its  lower  tdf^  a  slender 

Erocess,  of  a  white  colour,  with  a  slightly 
ulbous  e\*tremity,  not  imlike  the  pro- 
boscis of  the  common  Uouse-fly.  This 

*  Fio.  1. 


tcrior  chamber,  and  at  tiie  next  drawn 
up  so  completely  as  scarcely  to  be  yisi- 
bie.  Mr.  Mcikb  turned  the  ehild*s 
head  g-ently  back,  and  instantly  llic  hy- 
datid rcvohrd  tbroii«»'b  the  aqueous  hu- 
mour, no  that  tlie  pniboscis  fell  to  the 
inipcr  edge  of  the  cornea,  now  become 
toe  more  depending  part.  On  the  child 
aofain  lcanin<;  fon^ard,  it  settled  like  a 
little  balloon  in  its  former  position,  pre- 
ventiiiff  the  patient  from  seeinjf  objects 
directly  before  her  or  beloM*  the  level  of 
the  eye*  bnt  permitting  the  vuion  of 
wich  as  were  piaeed  above. 

Mr.  Logan  has  observed  no  increase 
of  size  in  tlie  animal  while  it  was  under 
his  inspection.  Mr.  Meikle  had  watched 
it  carefully  for  three  weeks,  without  ob- 
serving- any  other  change  than  a  slight 
iucrease  iu  the  opacity  of  the  cystic  por- 
tion. Mr.  L.  tndines  to  think  that  it  is 
not  likely  to  attain  a  larger  size,  and 
tnisu  that  its  natural  period  of  existence 
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process  Mr.  L.  observed  to  be  of  ^^^-reater 
specific  ifravity  than  the  sphensal  or 

cystic  portion,  S4»  that  it  alwaya  tamed 
into  the  most  depending  position.  TFc 
also  remarked  that  it  was  projected  or 
elongated  from  time  to  time,  and  again 
retracted,  so  as  to  be  completely  hid 
within  the  eystie  portion,  while  this,  in 
its  turn,  also  assumed  various  cbanijes 
of  i'orm,  explicable  only  on  tln^  suppo- 
sition of  the  whole  constituting  a  living 
hydatid. 

On  the  34I  current,  when  I  bail  an 
opportunity  of  examining  the  case,  I 
found  tlie  coniea  slightly  nebulous,  the 
eye  free  from  inflammation  and  pain, 
and  the  appearances  and  moremcnts  of 
the  animal  exactly  such  as  described  by 
Mr.  I^ogaii. 

'  When  the  patient  kept  her  head  at 

rest,  as  she  sat  l>efbre  tnv,  in  a  moderale  • 
liirlit,  tlir  animal  covered  tlir  two  lower 
thirds  III  the  pupil.  ^Vat(  liin^-  it  vhtv. 
fully,  its  cystic  portion  was  seen  tu  be- 
eome  moro  or  leas  spherical,  and  then 
to  assume  a  flattened  form,  while  iis 
proboscis  T  saw  at  one  moiniMit  thrust 
suddenly  down  to  the  bottom  oi  the  au« 
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coming  to  u  close,  will  free  the  eye  from 
the  danger  of  disorganization. 

To  the  sagacity  of  Mr.  ]x)gan,  then, 
we  are  indebted  for  the  ileteetion  of  this 
secfuid  instance  of  a  living  cyslieercus 
existing  in  the  anterior  chamber  of  the 
human  eye.  The  first  instance  on  re- 
cord  came  under  the  observation  of  the 
younger  Soemmerring,  and  is  n'ferred 
to  in  the  following  manner  by  Suhmalx, 
in  one  of  the  notes  attached  to  Ms  excel-  * 
lent  selection  of  entozoological  |^»lates. 

"  Quod  si  lector  de  situ  insohto  bo- 
nnn  animalcniorum  obstnpcseit,  alium, 
eumque  multo  magis  mirum,  domicili- 
andi  entoKOoram  modum,  mtissima 
epistola  aviro  venerahili  Sain,  xboro.  de 
Soemmerring  mibi  r(mimunicatum,  pnb- 
lici  juris  faeio.  Contigit  niniirum  viro 
exc.  Dr.  Guil.  Soemmerring  (filio),  tes- 
tibus  multis  medicis  Francofurti  ad 
Moenum  habitantibus,  eystieeimnn  n- 
Tum  in  pnelln  cnjmidam  cameft  oenli 
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anteriore  libere   natantcm  obierrMe.  ilof  life;  oil  of  turpentine  aighl  be 

Parasitiis  nullum  aliud  syinptoma,  nisi,  nil)be<l  round  the  nH>itaI  reinon,  and 

quaiulo  supra  pupillu^  luarg^nem  assur-  given  internal]/  in  small  dose«,  a»  I 

rexii,iiupedinieutumvi8Us,excit*TitV*  undentand   wet  augj^esled    by  Mr. 

The  oeseription  appliai  ptrbmtim  lo  Sliind;  or  the  child  might  be  put  oo  e 

Mr.  Logan's  case.  course  of  sulphate  of  quina,  or  of  some 

The  cvsticercus  is  a  T)arasitical  erniis,  other  vcgetaole  bitter  kno\»-n  to  Ke  iiii- 

pleutifully  found  iu  llie  lower  aniuiais.  luical  to  the  life  of  parasitical  auinijik. 

It  attaches  itself  principally  to  the  eel-  Should  such  means  fail,  there  eouM  he 

hilar  and  serous  uieinbranes.    In  sn  ine,  no  iloabt  of  die  pnpnety  of  opening 

it  often 'abounds  also  between  the  fibres  the  cornea  and  removing  the  hydatid  ; 

of  the  nuiscles,  and  sometimes  multi-  even  should  we  thus  be  dcprivc<l  of  an 

plies  to  such  an  excess  a.s  to  penetrate  opportunity  of  obserring  the  pn>pa^a> 

into  afanoeC  erer^'  organ,  not  excepting  timi  of  tlM  eyttleeivvs^^  jiroeess  wttacb 

the  heart,  the  bnun*  nor  the  eyes-j*.  is  pvobtblj  eftcted,  as  in  the  echino. 

Hares  and  rabbits  ffenerallv  contain  this  Coccus  or  common  hydatid,   hy  buds 

kind  of  hydatid;  which  is  also  found  arising  on  the  internal  surftice  of  the 

in  some  iisli.  cyst. 

Specific  difljeiences  are  found  in  the  As  the  ehtld  w1n»  is  tlie  saliject  of  tUs 

mrstieerci  of  different  animals,  but  they  extraordinary  case  appears  to  be  in  per. 

all  a^ree  in  present  in a  eystie  portion,  feet  health,  we  are  lea  to  think  that  the 

containing  a  little  liquid,  and  at  one  end  other  organs  are  perfectly  free  from  hv- 

a  small  suot,  whiter  than  the  rest,  which  datids,  and  that  a  change  of  diet  would 

is  the  proDoeeisin  a  state  of  retraction.  hare  no  effect  upon  the  soHtanr  indiri. 

In  all  the  representations  which  have  dual  in  the  aqueous  humour.    Mad  the 

been  published  of  the  cysticcrcus,  the  patient,  on  the  eontniry,  ])resented  a  ci- 

proboscis  is   represented  uppermost^;  chectic  constitution,  with  pale  com- 

but  we  now  know,  hem  Mr.  Locan^  plenon,tttniidbelly,deb3ity,  and  fercTv 

case,  that  this  is  the  heavier  part  oT  the  none  of  which  symptoms  are  presMit, 

animal,  so  thai  in  a  fluid  the  cyst  swims  we  should  have  been  led  to  susprct  that 

with  the  proboseis  directed  downwards.  what  was  visible  in  the  eye  was  but  a 

The  question  has  naturally  occurred  sample  of  innumerable  hydatids  in  the 

to  every  one  who  has  seen  or  heard  of  internal  orgtins  of  tibe  body,  and  mig4it 

Mr.  Ix>gan*s  case,  ought  not  this  ani-  have  proceeded  to  try  the  cfTects  im  a 

mal  to  be  removed  from  the  eye?    Mr.  rbantjfe  of  diet  with  some  hopes  of  stic- 

Logan  and  Mr.  Meikic  appear  to  lia\e  cess,     lireni-^er  is  of  opinion  that  the 

deferred  employin^^  any  means  for  de  cysticerci  oltcn  perish  from  this  cau>e, 

■troying  or  removing  it;  first,  because  both  in  man  ana  in  the  lower  anting ; 

it  seemed  to  be  producing  no  mischief,  and,  in  illustration,  states  the  Ibllowil^ 

and,  secondly,  because  there  was  a  pro-  fact.    Desinnis  of  (d)taining  a  quantity 

bability  that  it  was  a  short-lived  animal,  c  f  cysticerci,  in  oi-der  to  study  anew 

and  likely,  therefore,  speedily  to  perish  their  economy,  he  ordered  the  butcher  to 

and  sink  away,  so  as  to  give  no  greater  send  him  such  a  sow  as  he  coiild  vou(^ 

irritation  than  a  shred  of  cutieular  can-  from  its  external  appearance,  to  be  fiHea 

sole.    Mr.  l>»gan  incnti(ms,  tliat  should  with  this  kind  of  hydatid.    Tliis  was 

the  hydatid  shew  any  signs  of  prupaga.  done  accordingly  ;  l)ut  before  hillii^ 

tion.  a  question  would  then  arise  re-  the  animal,  Bremser  kept  it  fbt  a  shpit 

garding  the  necessity  of  ahstraetinff  it  time,  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  still  more 

by  an  operation.  Variousmeans,  how  ever,  C3'8ticcrti.    He  ])n)bably  fe(i  it  on  sub- 

naturafly  suggest  tbemsehes  for  killing  stances  different  fnun  those  it  had  bt'cn 


according    to    eircnmstances.     Slight  obtained*. 

ckrtrie  or  galvaiiie  slioeks,  passed 
through  the  eye,  would  probably  deprive 
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PBACnCAL  REUAEKS  iiTifr  ot  the  evacuatiotis,  I  am  the  belter 

able  to  judffc  of  the  nature  of  the  affec- 

V K -I- V  fflimUd they  be  brown  and  liquid, 

D\  bEM  ER  Y  .  or  of  a  bilious  character,  or  of  a  Iipbt 

Br  T.  Spencs,  ASd  Aegimenl.  rolotir,  it  is  most  probah'e  tli;\t  tlic  liver 

ICoHclnikd  frm  |npr77-3  ^  iiupHcated,  which  the  statt;  of  the 

  '  ton^e  and  uneasiness  in  tlic  side  will 

gfeneralljr  eomborate ;  and  then-,  if  the 

In  the  treatment  this  pathology  must  case  be  recent,  I  deternniu>  to  pursue 

ever  be  kept  in  view ;  ami  if  whnt  tho  Tnercurial  plan,  and  hn^v  .ocvrr  ad- 

I  have  said  be  true,  it  will  prove  juvaiits  may  be  einplojcii,  liiis  is  the 

the  absurdity,  the  danger,  of  adopt-  niatnslay. 

any  one  of  the  methods  which  I  have  not  the  least  lear  to  bleed 

hn\c  been  recomniciulcd,  to  the  cxclu-  in  this  disease,  and   am  ref^nlatrtl  l)y 

sioa  of  the  others  ;  for  instance,  when  the  state  of  the  pulse,  skin,  and  con- 

the  intestines  are  ulcerated,  calomel  stitution  of  the  patient,  but  in  the  ma- 

eren  in  scruple  doaea,  increases  muobthe  jority  of  such  eases  I  prefer  the  free  use 

nuachief,  prodoetn^  mora  repeated  puri^.  of  leeches,  three  or  fi>ur  dozen,  or  more, 

ing",  and  eftm  copious  dischar^e^  nf  to  the  nide  or  lower  part  of  the  abdoinr  ii, 

blu«jd,  keeping   up  constant  imtaliou  acconling  to  tlin   seat   of  pain ;  the 

and  coiisiuerablu  griping.    Again,  it  bleeding  to  be  encouraged  uy  the  ap- 

wete  vain  to  suppose,  wl^a  die  diaoue  plication  of  hot  flannels.  The  lecchea 

has  advanced  so  lar,  that  ipecacuan.  or  will  require  to  be  frequently  repeated 

any  other  sudorific,  can  heal  the  tileer*?.  upon  aTiy  rcttmi  of  the  pain  or  strain- 

Purgativcii  ol'  a  drastic  nature  make  ing.    The  calomel  may  be  gncu  iu 

matters  ten  times  wone.   Bleeding  too,  scruple  doaea  three  times  a  day ;  or  if  so 

when  the  ulcerative  procesa  has  b^fon,  large  a  doae  be  objected  to,  from  three 

will  onh  have  the  effect  of  increasing  to  six  pfrains  every  three  hours,  with  ten 

the  debility  of  the  already  nearly  e.v-  pfniins  tif  Dover's  powder,  will  answer 

hausted  individual; — ^whereas,  each  of  the  purpoM:  well,  and  generally  ali'ect 

these  meaaurea,  if  adopted  unuer  proper  the  system  in  6iirty'«ix  or  forty,  ei^ht 

circumatances,  and  at  a  fit  time,  will  hours.   Opium,  in  masses  of  four,  sit, 

h.'n  t»    g"ood  effect.  The  mercury,  when  or  eig-ht  pp-ain  \  may  be  introduced  into 

tlic  liwr  is  atlected,  and  before  the  in-  the  reetuni,  and  in  this  wav  will  be 

flauiinalion  of  die  iute^tiiie^  has  pa!»«ed  iuund  more  beneficial  ihan  when  taken 

into  ulceration,  will  ba?e  a  wondevfiil  1^  tbe  month ;  it  dinunishea  verv  much 

inHnonee,  and  of  all  others  is  perhapa  thetanesmns,  and  by  allaying  the  pain 

the  best  remedy;  it  chaTi'j'c's  the  quality  procures  consi»leral)le  tranquillity  te  the 

of  the  bile,  removej*  obstructions,  (kc.  patient.   If  by  thet^e  means  the  ptyalism 

^c,  and  thus  taking  away  the  exciting  be  reduced,  uc  pain  reliered,  and  the 

cause,  stops  the  progress  of  the  disease,  oraeoaiioiia  less  rrequent,  and  of  more 

Ag^n,  when  dysentery  arises  from  irri-  natural  appearance,  the  proj^-nosis  may 

tating  matters,  be  they  what  thoy  may,  be  favourable,  atifl  nothing-  but  a  little 

whether  indigestible  substanceH,  scy  caiitor  oil,  a  regulated  diet,  and  atten- 

liala,  er'  Tiiiated         a  purgative,  Unr  tioii  to  warmth,  will  be  neeeasary  to 

inatance  castor  oil  ur  enemata,  muat  be  complete  the  cure.   Botdiere  are  many 

beneficial  in  dislodging  the  cause  of  case*  in  which  the  mercury  has  not  this 

irritation.    1  m  ihcr,  in  cases  which  are  goodcttect;  and  even  if  persevered  in 

attended  with  high  febrile  action  at  the  to  an  enormous  extent,  onl^-  ulcerates 

eommencemcnt  of  the  attack,  general  the  ffouu ;  to  Aat  if  I  find  in  tbe  time 

bleeding  win  be  very  serviceable;  here,  I  have  mentioned,  when  about  120 

inJttMl,  a  cimibiuatififi  of  dj.  jui^;  will  lie  grains  of  calomel  have  been  g-ivcn,  that 

iiec4:s£»ary,  vi^.  bltcdjng,  sudonlics,  and  were  are  no  signs  of  ptyalism,  1  take 

mercury,  with  mild  purgatives,  each  be-  satora^a  hint,  and  go  upon  the  other 

imncated.  tack,  for,  under  such  circumstances,  to 

On  a  soldier  presenting  himself  tome  continue  the  administration  of  this  me- 

with  a  bowel  complaint,  1  iTivariably  dicine  I  believe  to  be  very  injurious, 

order  him  to  be  put  into  a  hot  batli,  and  If  the  calomel  increase  the  purging,  or 

adminialer  half  an  ounce  of  eaator  oil,  pain  in  the  abdomen,  it  must  not  be 

with  tea  orfiileen  drops  of  tbMliveof  peneverad  in  fnun  the  first,  but  other 

opium ;  after  which,  from  the  appear-  symptoms   indicating   the  necessity, 

^2.— XII.  I 
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mercurial  fiictiuns  are  to  be  adopted 
iMteftd,  wliicb,  though  len  e6Scecioas, 
is  All  that  cah  be  uoue ;  then  I«  ecbes 
from  tirnr  to  tinio  tipjilied  to  the  hjpo- 

{fasU'iuin,  Irequcut  lomentations,  with 
urge  aiid  olten  repeated  dohen  of  Do- 
▼«ra  powder,  will  tend  ftfc  least  to 
diminish  the  sufferings  of  the  pa- 
tient.  When  the  merciirjr  disatrrops 
^ath  him  in  the  way  I  have  meii- 
iioiieU,  it  in  almost  a  certaiu  indication 
of  the  mucous  membrane  being-  ulce- 
rated, and  then  in  the  evacuations  there 
will  be  more  or  less  of  lli*^  flaky  and 
curdy  matter  to  which  1  have  aiiuUed; 
and  the  dincbafges  of  bkmd  ate  often 
rery  copious,  the  pain  in  the  abdomen 
will  be  more  constant  and  severe,  the 
pulse  (quicker,  and  the  countenance 
&uuk,  with  a  <lejiresisiou  under  the  lower 
eye-lid ;  theexprewion  beoomes  anxiona 
and  ghastly.  In  these  eases,  I  fear  die 
physician  must  play  the  part  of  s^'cond 
onfv,  for  hiji  elVorts  to  cure  the  disease 
will  all  be  ineffectual ;  nature  muat  bp 
the  chief  operator.  We,  howerer,  may 
assist  materially ;  and  with  this  view  I 
would  recommend  a  nutritious  simple 
diet,  in  the  t»hape  of  jellies,  beef-tea, 
panada,  or  raw  beat  up  with  a  lit- 
tle sugar.  Nothmgp  should  be  admini- 
stered which  can  by  any  chance  irritate 
the  intestines,  but  at  th**  s;mie  time  the 
system  must  be  supported  by  sufficient 
nourishment.  Sndonfica,  such  as  Do- 
tot's  powder,  will  be  senrioeable,  with 
foiiirjihitious  to  the  aVidonien  :  enioUi'  nt 
cncninta,  consistin«^  ol  (lect>ctif»n  of  pojt- 
pie&,  or  barley-water  and  oil,  with  lau- 
dannm,  are  exceedingly  uaefiiL  Great 
eantion  and  gentleness  is  necesiary  in 
t!je  administration  of  these  injections, 
as,  if  this  be  uot  atteudetl  to,  incalcula- 
ble mischief  may  be  done.  Ai\er  the 
enema,  an  opium  suppository  s^hould  be 
introduced,  and  on  any  e.vacerbation  of 
pain  not  allayt  d  by  the  lomentation-;,  a 
dozen  or  two  of  leeches  must  be  applied. 

With  regard  to  stimulants  in  the  ul- 
cerated stage  of  dysentery,  I  have  hut  a 
few  ^vftrds  to  say;  they  ^n^iy  Ik  bentfi- 
<  and  they  may  be  very  prejmliria!  ; 
and  therefore,  in  their  appUcatiuu,  tiie 
utmost  care  and  discrimnation  are  re- 
quired. I  have  seen  the  administration 
of  the  sulphate  of  qninirte  and  port  wine 
asbiht  mau^rially  in  the  recovery  of  i»e- 
vcral  patients ;  and  I  bad  the  misfortune 
to  witness  the  death  of  n  most  excellent 
ninn  hastened,  if  not  caused,  by  ilje  ij^- 
uoraucc  and  obsiiuacy  of  his  medical 


aiicudant,  who,  in  spite  of  rcmonstruice, 
pcj-sisted  in  gi>  ing  his  patient  a  bot- 
tle of  Madeira,  or  more,  m  the  day.  I 

was  present  at  the  oxaminafinn  of  the 
hodv :  there  were  two  or  three  small 
abscesses  iu  the  liver,  and  ihe  c^ecuru 
was  the  most  perfect  specimen  of  disor- 

ffanisalion  I  ever  saw.  then,  stimuli 
l  ive  neither  the  effect  of  Inereasiug  the 
griping,  strainiug,  ur  purging,  aug. 
mentiiig  the  force  or  frequency  of  the 
pulse,  or  heating  the  skin,  they  may  be 
coutinued,  but  only  under  those  circum- 
stances. 

If  a  ca:»e  of  dyscnury  occur  from 
checked  perspiration,  or  cold  taken  in 
any  way,  anil  the  disease  be  attended 
witii  hifi'h  febrile  excitement,  the  puUo 
being  (|uick  and  tJje  -^kin  healed,  uith 
severe  tenesmus,  turnnua,  and  tender- 
ness of  the  abdomen,  the  stools  consist 
ing  of  little  but  mucus  and  blood,  and 
the  individual  bavin*;"  been  ]»rcvtniislT 
healthy,  then  \\c  must  not  be  spanu«x  if* 
the  abatiactiim  uf  blood  generally.  I 
have  repeatedly  taken  from  t^*  to  miias. 
with  cleculed    benefit.     The  patient 
should  be  put  into  the  hfit  butii.  aiul 
from  three  to  five  grain:»  ol  ipecaeuauha 
adraiuistcred  every  three  or  four  buun», 
or  as  much  and  as  6ften  repeated  as  will 
keep  up  slight  nausea:  to  make  htm 
drink  at  the  same  time  lar^j-ely  of  hot 
water  or  tea,  will  have  an  excellent  ef- 
fect, as  by  tbu  meanscopious  pcrspiratmn 
will  soon  be  excited,  tne  fever  u  ill  si;^ 
side,  and  the  inflammation  of  the  iutes. 
tiuis  be  reduced,  for  here  tliere  has  brpu 
no  time  for  ulceration  to  take  place. 
After  this,  a  few  grains  of  calomel,  and 
a  little  castor  oil,  with  absUnenoe  for  a 
few  days,  will  be  ail  that  is  requlrml. 
This  is  takinjr  a  favourable  view  of  the 
case,  and  there  are  indeed  man  v  wbich 
do  not  terminate  so  happily ;  howcrcr 
there  will,  I  am  certain,  be  a  sufficient 
miniber  to  justify  this  method.  The 
ai>p]icatiou  of  leeches  to  the  abdfMiien  iu 
all  cases,  as  an  adjuvant,  is  of  iuiiiiiie 
service ;  there  is  scarcely  a  stage  «f  tlw 
complaint  iu  which  they  may  nu^  Ihs 
employed.     Blisters  I  have  been  in- 
duced occasionally  to  apply,  but  have 
noC  much  oonfideiice  in  their  benefit  ^ 
moreover,  they  prevent  the  nprrlirntioM 
of  leeches  and  iomentations,  m  hieh  »re 
i'ar  mare  u.seful  ajrents.    W  ith  recj^rd 
to  purgatives,  excepiiug  catiitor  oil^  J  can 
aeareeiV  condenm  them  in  a«ffieie»l|y 
<^tron«,'  language,  and  I  am  con  vi]ic«d  flkut 
1  have  seen  Uie  death  of  sevevml  tmn 
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occasioned  by  their  indiscriminate  use;  tAe  «iV/m  of  tBe  rerns,  you  appcarto  har© 

indeed,  I  can  scarcely  conceive  n  more  grantt'd  more  than  was  e>er  clalnnf!  by 

dangerous  practice  than  the  daily  admi-  him.    The  existeucc,  iudecJ,  ol  suca 

|daMioii  of  die  iidphtte  of  mag^eak  orifices  yon  have  eleanjiliewii  to  hmre 

m  (lyst  II h  ric  cases.  been,  and  to  continue,  **  the  doctrine  of 

111  the  form  which  has  been  denomi-  thr  highest  authorilios  upon  this  yjoiiit;" 
nated  scorbutic  dj-^entcrf,  there  i^-  t^^rrat  luit  that  these  are  fipfrfitre^  in  the  sides 
nicety  required.  Bleeding  is  out  of  the  of  the  vem»^  I  cannot  timi  that  either 
anesnon,  as  the  pttient  ts  g^enerelly  in  «  Mr.  Owen,  or  Dr.  K.  Lee,  has  with  die- 
wUKtaled  and  relaxed  state;  and  I  tinctness,  if  at  all.  asserted.  Mr.O\ren, 
fancy  few  pf>fipb«  \xfiuld  be  disposed,  if  he  has  ffirmed  any  definite  notion 
under  Mjch  cin  uia.stances,  to  venture  upon  the  subject,  inclines  to  the  opinion 
upon  mercury.  I  hare  generally  adot>t-  that  they  are  the  exiremiiieg  of  veins, 
60  thesvdonfie  plan,  eonsistiiig  of  Do>  not  faokss  in^eireonne;  for  be  says, 
▼er's  powder,  widb  fomentations  and  "  In  every  instance  the  vein,  hanugp 
warm  twthv.  and  most  minute  doses  of  reaebed  the  inner  sfirfaee  of  the  uterus, 
castor  oii  now  and  then.  Lime  juice,  tfrnmiated  in  an  open  mttuth  on  that 
with  brandy,  hot  water,  and  laudanum,  icspet  l;  '  ainl  again,  "  but  with  respect 
are  under  these  eirenmstances  a  very  to  the  veins,  tbey  inrariably  presented 
eftieaeiruis  combination,  producing  sleep,  th*'  same  appearances  as  were  noticed 
and  i(^reat  relief  from  tlie  ir^'ipi'ViT  ^'"^  fivsi  disseetion,  tfrminatinfj  in 
purging.  'J'his  iona  is  seidom  very  open  semicircular  oririccs,  which  arc 
aottte,  mtt  coosbts  in  a  chronic  nleeni.  closed  by  the  appositiott  or  the  deeido- 
tion  of  the  intestines.  In  those  eases  o us  membrane  and  placenta.*'  Dr.  R. 
which  I  have  e\"aniiiu  fl  after  death,  Lee  is  cv  ti  less  explicit,  deseribino"  these 
there  has  seldom  been  any  evidence  of  oval  apertures  merely  as  "  openinj^s 
iutianimation  beyond  the  ulcers,  which  leading  obliouely  through  the  inner 
wefo  snnll,  ciicular,  and  with  nneterat-  membnuie  or  toe  uterus,  and  larc^e 
cd  edges.  Warn  eSothtttg  is  here  a  very  enough  to  admit  the  point  of  the  litue 
important  means;  the  whole  siirfrtre  finrrer,"  with  smooth  edges,  having  no 
should  be  covered  with  flannel ;  the  diet  appearauce  of  laceration,  and  covered 
should  be  nutritious,  but  mild  and  easily  and  closed  by  the  deciduous  membrane; 
digested ;  and  a  gtsssorlwoof  pott  wIne  and  again,  m  a  recent  number  of  a  oo- 
may  be  taken  daily  with  gfreat  advan-  temporary-  journal,  although  be  avers 
f  aq-f.  But  ;(  rhniij^-e  of  air  to  a  climate  that  no  writer  in  this  country,  or  on  the 
where  the  atmosphere  is  dry  and  clear  continent,  so  far  as  he  knows,  has  de- 
ls indispensable,  as  without  this  all  aeribed  Aem  as  natural  apertures,  he 
4»Aer  measures  will  be  jnefTectaal.  contents  himself  with  calling  them 
  **  f^-rcat  openings  in  the  lining  membrane 

'  of  the  uterus,  whieh  are  closed  by  tlie 

NATURE  OF  THE  VENOUS  OPEN-  decidua  during  pregnancy,    an<l  by 

IXGS  m  THE  SIDES  OF  THE  ^^^'^^h,  alUr  Ae  remotai  of  die  pla- 

UTERUS -PRIORITY  OF  TUEIR  f?"^^',f         communication  is  esta- 
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blished  between  the  cavity  of  the  org"an, 
and  the  ntcritie  sinuses  eontainino;"  t\v^ 
maternal  blood."    Dr.  R.  Lee,  tlicn,  has 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical. Gazette,    advanced  nothing  upon  the  subject  of 

the  precise  nature  of  these  orlfiees  ;  and 
^  as  hr  ha'^  h'ft  it  uncertain  whether  he 

The  ieadiug  article  of  your  journal  of  considers  tiiem  as  the  commencement 
tile  19th  inilattt  contains  a  lailliffal  ex-  or  termination  of  veins,  a^i  boles  in 
position  of  what  is  known  upon  those  their  jndes,  or  as  new  Md  aecessoiy 
interrstitrrr  ai^d  intricate  subjects— the  "tTifiuTar  comnumications  between  the 
structure  of  the  placenta,  and  "  the  surfaee  of  the  utmis  and  its  <iin»me^, 
communicatioD  between  the  mother  and  it  cannot  be  a  source  ol  di^isaliblaetion 
tho  fintus.**  In  oeneeding,  howsrer,  to  or  annoyance  to  him,  if  it  be  success- 
Dr.  Robert  Lee  the  palm  of  orighuutf  iuMy  shewn  that  the  existence  of  such 
for  Th»-  allfq-rd  fJiscovery  that  the  open-  opening's  in  the  sides  of  the  veins  had 
ingH  which  he,  in  common  "with  many  been  distinetlv  announced  just  fifty 
etners,  has  described  upon  the  surface  years  ago,  in  a  well-known  and  pon. 
mi  th9  ulaus,  are  natural  apertures  m  derails  Tohime  upon  midwifery,  by  Dr. 
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RrO»rrt  Wallace  Johnson,  vrho  distinctly  Hfll y,  H>  tlni'^  ( n.     .)  s'ttjipnrt^  h'n  njii. 

des<.Tii>es  these  apertures  in  the  sides  ut  nion,  timt  irom  tucse  unticc^  t^ie  aitU' 

the  veins  as  existing^  in  the  imiinpregf-  sfnnl  evftcnatiwi  |iriiceetl»^-^  Wim  I 

nated  uterus — as  having  m  free  cottma-  hare  advanced  ccmcemiB^Clie  mmaUam^ 

nication  M-ilh  lli<'  wlmle  rcnoiis  system  called  lateral  orifj-  rs,  may  pcrha|is  oe- 

of  that  orgran — as  Ix  in<^''  the  source  of  r  ision  some  matter  for  di<tpijt<\  t'siio- 

the  catamcnia — as  iH  Comiii^  cnlarjjeil  ciall^'  among  tbtnw  who  are  very  fouaof 

dortiiL^  preg-naucy— as  assisting  to  Hon-  eoDtfttvennea;  bmwiey Inr'as  I  loMNr. 

rish  the  ovum  iulthc  early  months — and  tkesc  nrifioea,  wUcll'bave  hem  uhmiiiil 

as  receiving-  fluids  from  the  jdacfTit  i  in  on  the  inner  surfhrr  of  ihr  uterus,  hurt 

the  more  ailvuiici  tl  j)cnnds  of  <^-ostatit>r),  not  been  e.Yplaincd  in  the  same  wav.  .  . 

As,  huwcver,  tlie  work  of  Dr.  Joltii-  As  soon  as  I  ^ad  wrote  the  two  ctties 

1^  may  not  be  in  the  hands,  or  wttbhi  Bbore-nietittotied,  I  shewed  tkmrn 

reach,  of  many  of  your  readers,  it  veralc^  tny  friends,  infomnng  then^  at 
may  not  be  nniwtcrestiiiL;"  to  detail  the  the  same  time,  that  it  wn<»  mv  r-^r^l 
ohservaliuns  and  experimeutM  by  which  nion,  the  menstrual  tlux  muiit  be  uiaiic 
he  has  endeavoured  to  establnfi  each  of  b3r  those  orifiees,  and  not  from  the  extie. 
the  forei^oin^- propositions ;  and  1st,  in  mities  of  arteries,  as  coawaoBlj  hclietedL 
pr«M)f  that  these  lateral  orifices  really  Nevt  rthedess,  at>oiit  four  years  after- 
ex  ist  in  the  unimprcjfnated  Titmis,  he  wards,  being" desimus  to  know nv>r»' |\ar- 
says  (p.  21),  "  the  inner  surtace  ot  the  licularly  what  had  been  said  on  the  Mib<- 
body  of  the  uterus  is  covered  with  a  very  ject,  I  looked  into  the  wo«h»of  aaeh  a«. 
fine  fibrous  shag  or  villi,  amon^t  whicb  thors  aa  I  could  meet  with,  and  found 
tlieie  are  many  sntall  apertures  (as  have  several — namely,  Imo.  Hi'_rhTnore;  *2t\o. 
ap]>eaicd  to  me),  or  oblong  orifices,  Spiji»"elius ;  3tio.  Manricf  au  ;  4to.  Win. 
which  open  from  the  sides  of  those  slow ;  oto.  Littre ;  Oto.  Murg^agni ;  and, 
reins  that  lie  next  to  this  surfkce.**  7mo.  Dr.  Burto]i---had  mcnti— «d^  their 

2dly,  To  prove  that  these  apertures,  having  seen  orifices  on  the  inner  surface 

upon  the  Mirfriee,  liavc  a  free  commnni  nf  tJie  uterus  filled  with  hl<KMl.  t»v]v  rinMv 

catitMi  witii  the  ^  eins  of  the  uterus,  he  in  women  who  had  been  haiii^eti,  or  tu 

adduces  an  experiment  (tlie  less  oh-  those  who  had  died  in  the  tijue  of  t^ 

noxious  to  objection  as  it  was  intended  catamenia;  wMeh  orifioes  I  heKew  la 

Ibr  another  object),  instituted  at  his  sug*-  have  been  such  as  I  have  described/* 

gestion,  and  m  In^  presence,  "  by  that  4thly,  Havinjr  described  with  fideUl^ 

experienced  and  most  excellent  anato-  and  aceuracj,  scarcely  exc<*eded  even  by 

mist  and  surgeon,  Mr.  John  Hunter."  Mr.  Owen,  m  his  communication  to  X>r. 

He  says  (p]>.  28,  29)^  "  We  first  tied  the  R.  Lee,  the  large  a—atomosiny  y^bam  of 

extremities  of  those  (fallojiiati)  tubes  the  ntenis,  with  communicating  apv- 

near  to  the  fimhritt* ;  tliert,  }i.iviTt«r  ^lled  tures,  in  some  instances  "  so  l«rirt;,  as 

a  syringe  with  Hake-whiic  and  water,  to  receive  the  end  of  a  goo^e'K  quill/' amd 

we  placed  it  in  the  vagina,  so  as  to  whieh  he  observed  in  m  wommm  mho  had 


make  its  pipe  correspond  with  the  os  died  undelix  red  in  advanced  gtmtatioo, 

tittctr,  ana  iMHind  it  fast.    This  beinf,*-  he  proceeds  to deseri^ir  the  latenil  orifice* 

done,  the  injection  was  then  forced  into  thus,  (p.  30):  "  The  inner  coat  of  iIjc 

the  cavity  of  the  utt^rus:  the  result  of  body,  namely,  timt  surface  which  awr- 

which  was,  that  hj  the  time  the  cavity  rounds  the  cavity  of  dae  ntani%  ms  co* 

of  the  uterus  was  well  fiUed,  the  injeo.  vered  with  a  villi,  or  shag,  aniMipfcii 

tion  ran  out  at  the  sections  ai"  iho  sper-  dee[>rr  than  in  tfir  virj^n  state;  nmongf^t 

matic   and   h^'pogastric   veins,  wiiicii  wliieb  the  apertures,  which  1  hert*  vnU 

sections  were  in  the  duplicaturc  of  tlie  the  lateral  orifices,  of  the  uterine  veins 

broad  ligaments,  at  the  distance  of  were  nantleBt,  and  appeared  as  if  made 

above  an  inch  from  the  sides  of  the  by  the  ]M)int  of  a  lancet  m  the  dinMaott 

utenis,  and  which  we  left  untied."  ,  .  ,  .  of  the  veins." 

By  inspecting  the  inner  surtace  of  the  dtblv.  Dr.  Johnson  was  of  opinion, 

uterus,  we  obwrved  there  were  many  that  these  apertures  contributed,  in 

smtfll  apertures,  or  orifices,  throaeh  the  early  months  of  pregnancy,  to  the 

which  the  injection  had  passed  from  the  nourishment  <»f  the  ovum.    So  he  sars, 

cavity  into  tbe  uterine  veins;  and,  by  (p.  62.)  "  Now  as  tiie  fiplus  ac«piire4 

diviifiug  the  uterus  into  several  ^>iecc8,  iumi  and  bulk,  ajgrealer  quantity  af  nu- 

we  found  that  the  injeetion  (viz.  the  tritive  fluids  will  be  reqiured  maa  the 

white  part  of  it)  did  remain  in  tlie  veins  mother.    During  this  early  stnge  it 

through  most  ui  itii  »ub>t4nce."  not  improbable,  tltat  Uie  walls  of  the 
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ovMmRliouId  absorb  those  flllif^h  frfTTii  tlif 
orilices  do«cril>cd  in  (  li.ip.  v.  §  8.,  jiocing- 
110  arteries,  tliai  1  know  ui',  have  heeu 
akaenred  to  tonniiMUie  opon  the  itwer 
surface  of  the  uterus  Iiefore  pregnancy." 

But,  fithly,  in  advanced  gestation,  Dr. 
J<i)in>Htu  beJie¥eil,  that  instead  of  these 
orifices  affonliog  nouri&hnicut  U>  the 
ovniD,  tbey  became  the  tecipiento  of 
fluids  froiB  the  placenta;  auding-,  (at 

ii.  63)  "  but  afler  Uiis  time  tlie  ovum  cn- 
aigcs,  the  placenta  adherer  /irmer,  and 
grows  eMMuderably  thickev,  so  tbat  its 
spongy  texture  is  ver^*  prohably  soon 
adapted  toroecive  into  iLs  c^lls  the  flui<Is 
frrrm  the  rxtremitie.*;  f>f  rirterial  branches 
without  iusiug  iu  adh^tiiuu ;  and  now  the 
•UOend  mrifiem  of  ikt  vemt  tteomtJSt  to 
Rccive  tboae  fluids  ficom  tlie  plscenta 
\»-bich  are  to  |MM  iiNMii.  tho  fcetitt  to  the 
mother." 

Such,  tlien,  is  the  first  und  onl^-  ac- 
oowBt  tbit  I  km  met  with  of  lateral 

apertures  in  tiie  veins  upon  the  surface 
of  the  titcnis.  Dr.  Johnson  believed  in 
their  eAiNtence,  at  all  events,  as  early  as 
November  1757,  when  Mr.  John  Hun- 
ter iaieeted  ihtm  id  bis  presence ;  and 
Ills  olomations  are  not  only  interestinfir 
in  themselves,  but  are  more  especially 
so  with  reference  to  the  uuoitiun  vvhica 
has  be^  recently  agitiUea  with  more  of 
the  iMcnaess  sad  serimony  of  personal 
controversy,  than  of  the  ealmncss  and 
dignity  ol  philo^fiphieal  inquiry.  It  is 
not  very  materiai  whether  I  coincide 
will»  tfaese-visns  of  Dr«  R.  W.  Johnson 
or  not;  it  is  not  my  object  either  to  up- 
bold  or  r  ttntrnvert  them.  1  h  id  nn  oiJjcr 
intcntiou  llian  to  remind  you  ot  a  work 
which  seemed  to  have  ei>caped  your  oh. 
oepnrtiDn  ;  anil  to  satbfy  yon  that  there 
is  no  novelty  In  the  opinion,  that,  in  the 
cnuTsc  of  the  veiin,  there  exist  lateral 
4irifiees,  w  hieh  are  now  suppnse<l  to  have 
a  nkO!»t  important  counexiou,  uot  only 
«pMi>tlw  oMimy  fuiietioiis  of  the  utenis, 
but  with  iMtmeof'the  more  serioss  patho- 
logical oomlitions  of  that  organ. 

Your  CMkStant  mader, 

ii.  HuousoN. 

ifsados*.  AfHl  17,  MSB. 


TAX  ON  AJ^ATOMY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
Sir, 

1  READ  with  no  little  astoniiihmeiit  in 
the  Medical  Gazette  of  this  day's  date, 


that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Homo  Se- 
cretary to  defray  the  police  chary^es  in- 
cidental to  the  operation  of  the  xVna- 
tomy  Bin,*' by  a  tax  levied  on  individual 
uicMilx-rs  of  the  medical  profession. 
Should  0<»cnimcut  re;?flv  have  any 
such  intention,  they  would  be  guilty  of 
gross  injustice,  and^  as  I  conceive,  of  a 
direct  breach  of  faith  in  the  measure 
proposed.  I  beg,  sir,  to  recal  your  at- 
tention, and  that  of  your  readers,  to  a 
carres[>ondence  which  took  place  on 
this  subject  when  the  Act  mat  came 
into  operation,  and  which  is  published 
m  your  journal  of  September  15, 
In  a  letter,  dated  September  11,  1B32, 
and  signed  by  G.  Lamb,  you  will  find 
it  slated  that  Lord  Melbourne  **  has 
g^iven  direetions  (with  a  view  of  reduc- 
ing the  expense  to  the  parties  us  far  as 
the  offirial  re<;^ulations  will  admit  of), 
that  any  number  of  persons  requiring  a 
.lioeuM  to  practise  anatomj  at  the  same 
place,  shall  be  included  m  the  same  li- 
cense; and  that,  iu  those  cases  where  it 
may  be  necessary  to  renew  any  license, 
on  account  of  a  change  of  residence,  uo 
lee  whatever  wiU  be  cbaiged  for  such 
lenewed  license." 

This  letter,  si^ed  by  tlic  Under  Se- 
cretary, was  written  in  reply  to  one  re- 
sisting the  demand  of  an  office  fee"  of 
2L  St.  6d.  on  the  issue  of  the  anatomical 
license.  In  it  no  hint  is  given  of  any 
"  understn.n<n?(i;'-"  liot\v«^oii  Govenimeut 

and  the  framers  oi  the  iidl,  that  tlic  ar- 
rangements for  meetinff-  its  expenses, 

and  which  are  specified  in  clause  6  of' 
the  Act,  should  not  "  1k>  considered  as 
permanent."  Under  the  pn>visioTi  of 
this  clause,  tlie  inspector's  salary  and 
Other  necessary  expenses  are  charged 
upon  the  Consolidated  Fund ;  and  it  is 
furtlicr  ordered,  that  a  rctuni  of  all  such 
dishur^ctncnts  shall  he  anjiually  made 
to  i'ariiaujcnl.  liicre  i»  no  mention  in 
the  Act  of  office  or  other  fee,*|  or  of 
tax  of  any  description,  to  be  levied  on 
the  medical  jirofcssion,  for  the  purjiose 
of  ensuring  the  benefits  of  anatomic.il 
sdeiiee  to  tlie  public  at  large,  liy  the 
oorrenondeiice  to  which  I  have  referred, 
it  will  be  seen  that  no  such  unjust  in- 
tention was  entertained  by  the  Govern- 
ment when  the  Act  first  came  into  ope- 
ration.  I  do  sincerely  hope,  sir,  tnat 
the  prolbunon  will  find  sutticient  spirit 
to  resist  the  imposition  of  tliis  partial 
and  in<^Mlfinur  t;t\'.  By  submitting  to  it, 
we  should  compromiMi  a  great  princi- 
plc^that,  I  meau,  by  which  the  im- 
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portaiK »  aiiutomy  a»  a  public  denK- 
FIT  to  ail  ranks  oi  men  Lt>  asi^erled.  Tlic 
Act  of  Parlianient  under  wbidi  it  is  now 
propofied  to  raise  a  new  tax  from  us  of 
the  medical  pron^vvum,  Mas  framed  and 
parsed,  not  lor  our  exclusive  advantage, 
out  for  Llie  prevention  of  murder^  and 
for  the  pfotectum  of  Analonueal  icieBoe, 
in  the  interest  of  the  entire  PnUic. 

It  was  not  our  fault,  it  wa*;  not  om- 
shame,  that,  until  vvilhiu  the  last  six 
mouths,  Anatomj  in  England  impKed 
Murder,  and  that,  bj  the  English  laws, 
the  Anatomist  was  degraded  to  the  lerel 
of  the  jKihlic  ExenitioTu  r  RvjJtfy'M^y. 
for  ttie  Act,  by  puixhastHa  it  as  a  /^ar- 
gain  from  the  Home  Office,  we  thoold 
ap])eur  to  reco|^iize  in  its  provisioiis  a 
soijict;  of  special  profi  ssioiiju  ach  anta^e 
to  ourselves,  wliirh,  in  our  own  credit, 
and  for  the  trajiquiiliiy  of  the  public 
mind  in  this  matter,  we  should  sareir  be 
slow  to  admit.  The  Ins}iector  of  Aua> 
tomiciil  S(  Iinols  shouM  be  well  paid 
(mncli  better  paid  than  lie  is  by  the  Act 
as  it  now  stands) ;  but  iuo.st  certainly  he 
should  not  be  paid  hy  the  Teaohefs  and 
Students  in  Anatomy.  The  Bill,  he  it 
remcnihered,  sir,  is  not  a  source  of  profit 
to  teachers  and  students  ;  crreat  trouble 
and  ^reat  expense  arc  still  imposed  on 
them  b/  its  enactments.  The  cost  of  a 
single  opportunity  for  dissection  is  still 
nearly  twelve  times  what  it  would  be  in 
the  schools  of  Paris.  One  of  the  rea- 
sons advanced  for  the  enactment  of  the 
statute  was,  that  Anatomy  was  rendered 
impossible  to  many,  by  the  expense  in- 
curred in  the  pursuit  of  it.  VV  c  are  jww 
told,  that  its  upjmrtunities  have  become 
too  eheap  and  too  easy,  and  tkerrfitre 
that  til*  student  should  l>e  further  taxed 
for  tlic  advanta^s  which  he  enjoys 
under  the  Bill.  The  Act,  sir,  Avas  never 
intended — was  not  granted — as  "  a  boon 
to  the  profession.*'  Its  objects  are  stated 
in  the  preamble ;  they  are,  the  promo- 
tion of  a  public  benent — the  prevention 
of  jiublie  crime.  It  would  nc  idle  to 
threaten  the  prufci^bion  wiih  the  repeal 
of  the  Act,  soould  tlu  y  not  consent  to 
kujf  it  firom  the  Minister.  Anatomy  can- 
not He  repealed  in  England  at  this  time  ; 
it  will  never  ag'ain  be  suil'cred  by  the 
English  Public  to  depend  on  Sacnlege 
and  on  Murder  Ibr  its  support.  The 
Minister  would  not  dare  to  withdraw  the 
Act  from  operation  If  wonld  be  the  <!t- 
roct  personal  interest  of  every  man 
aAieted  with  Hernia,  or  with  risUila, 
(and  there  arc  manj  of  all  parties, 


in  otiice  and  out  of  oAte,  in  this 
predicament)  —  it  would  be  tiie  iile. 
test  of  erery  one  liable  to  Aneurism,  or 

to  fracture  of  bis  limbs,  (and  who  is  not 
liable  to  such  heriuge  of  iMs  in  the 
flesh  ?)— it  would  be  tnc  interest  of  one 
and  all  to  insist  on  Ml  and  proper  pro- 
teetion  being-  afforded  to  the  study-  of 
Anatomy  in  I^ttj^I.ttu!.  P  nliamrnt  surely 
will  not  grudge  tbe  tritlini«-  sura  in 
which  it  is  pLEOfiEo  by  tbe  Act,  for  the 
securi^r  of  the  Puhlio  Health,  as  inlln. 
enoed  by  the  cnltivatioD,  or  (I  would 
rather  say)  the  very  existence  of  Ana- 
tomy as  a  !?tudy,  in  this  country  ?    I  aui 
at  a  loss  to  conceive  on  what  possible 
pretext  tbe  minister  can  apply  to  Ae 
profession  for  pecuniary  help  in  this  mat- 
ter.   It  is  a  painful,  indeed  fri}»^htful 
evidence,  of  the  state  of  nnr  public 
finance^  that  an  attempt  is  thus  made  to 
extort  from  indindoalsthe  nayraent  of  a 
sum  so  small  in  itself,  ana  ^aranteed 
by  p.irlKniirnt  from  the  public  funds  for 
a  public  purpose.    We  are  told,  that  the 
"  Anatomical  Teachers"  have  given  it  as 
their  opinion,  that  tbe  tax  should  he 
levied  on  the  profession  by  astamp  duty; 
that  tbe  physicians  and   snrireons  of 
England  oi^Artopay  the  police  charge 
fur  the  pre?ention  of  Murder,  and  for 
the  protection  of  Anatomical  Seience 
from  leg^al  or  popular  outrage.    I  deeplj 
reirret  fliat  the   Anafoniifiil  Toacbers 
should  have  given  auysuch  opmiou.  I 
am  truly  surprised  thst  any  member  of 
the  present  liberal  gfovemment  riiould 
have  thought  fit  to  urge  thcin  to  the 
declaration  of  such  opinion.    Many  of 
them,  must,  I  should  think,  now  rtgrrt 
having  thus  committed  diemsekes;  and 
the  more  so,  as  the  "  dpinSon*'  is  not  in 
any  M  ay  bijuling  on  tbe  {renenil  bodv  of 
the  Pral'e&sion,  whose  interests  ar»'  90 
much  involved  in  the  matter  to  which  it 
relates.    The  objections  that  couTd  be 
made  to  this  tax  on  the  ftofession,  Are 
many  more  than  I  have  stated  in  the 
weak,  hurried  letter,  which  1  have  ad- 
dressed to  you.    It  will  be  for  others  to 
prove  that  such  tax  is  illegal  and  uncMMi. 
stitutional.   My  object  has  been  to  di» 
rect  the  attention  of  die  Pnifession  to  iu 
injustice,  and  to  the  slight  which  is 
thereby  put  upon  Anatomy  ;  thus  seem- 
ingly recognized  by  the  government  as 
the  affair  and  interest  ol  a  particular 
"s<  f  of  men,"  rather  than  of  the  jniMic 
at  large.    The  bill,  let  it  be  lepeaif^i, 
was  not  passed  for  the  advantage  of  a 
tnuUng  profesuon  of  medical  pmoli. 
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lioncrs,  but  fnr  the  security,. the  com- 
fert,  and  weU-bein^,  of  the  people  of  all 
Eugland.  I  ahoaJd  not  nave  written 
to  you,  sir,  on  this  subject,  had  I  not 
felt  that  the  character  and  consequence 
of  the  Profc^^ion  n  err  in  some  measure 
iOomproiuiseU  by  lU  1  moreover,  in  cuu- 
sistescy,  think  it  my  duly  to  persevere 
in  the  opposition  which  I  made,  in  the 
antumn  of  Inst  year,  to  the  exaction  of 
fees,  uuder  tiie  new  Act,  which  are  not 
wurraulcd  by  its  pruvisiuui».  iSliould  ibc 
Profession  think  right  to  submit  to  the 
tax,  w  bich,  as  you  inform  us,  it  is  now 
proposed  to  levy  on  them,  I  venture  to 
express  a  hope  tLat  they  will  at  leaiit  in- 
sist on  knowing  its  exact  amount,  the 
purposes  to  which  it  is  applied,  and  the 
manner  of  itsdistribudon* 

I  am .  sir, 
Your  obedicui  servant, 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

Sahtrthy,  April  27, 1833. 

"  Licet  omnibufl,  licet  ctlam  IBlbl»  dlfnttatcB 
Artig  Mediem  tueri;  potestns  modo  renUiidl  in 
liubllcvm  titt  dlcemll  perlculum  uon  recuwo." 

CllMIBOk 

lMFLi;£j«C£  OF  £PU>£MICS. 

Aaxiow  as  w«  ever  aie  to  Tindicate  the 
ments,  and  to  shew,  wliai  itiapracti* 
caHe,  the  supcrtori^  of  manj  of  our 
own  national  anangements,  we  jret  meet 
4>ecasioaaIly  with  instances  in  which  we 
mnal  eoiiliMa  the  piaetiee  of  neighbaar- 
ing  stacea  seems  to  be  decidedly  pre- 
amble. Not  to  go  farther  than  F^ee, 
we  think  ikat  among  the  pointa  con- 
neoted  with  medical  matters^  in  which 
that  «snnti7  deserves  the  praise  of  ma- 
naging betler  iban  we  do,  are  the  atten- 
tion which  it  gives,  and  the  encounge- 
ment  whiob  it  holds  oat,  to  statistiGal 
inquirers.  The  consequence  is,  that 
men  of  the  highest  talent  aud  attain- 
ments engage  themself  ea  in  that  capa. 
diy,  and  that  icsulls  arise  as  extensively 
4>eneflcial  as  they  are  eminently  ere- 
ditahle  to  the  nation  in  wUeh  they 


urig-iuate.  The  value  of  statistical  le- 
tiearcbes  is  not  coufined  to  the  conntiy 
in  wh'wh  (hey  are  conducted;  the  gene- 
ral conclusions,  at  least,  are  more  or  less 
a(hiptcd  tfi  all  places  bearing  any  re- 
semblance HI  their  circumstances ;  and 
when  otir  own  iu(juiries  of  this  nature 
fall  short,  as  in  njauv  rps|u'cts  most  la- 
mentably they  do,  \vc  may  henelicialiy 
avail  ourselves  (»f  the  exact  data  Avhich 
we  shall  fimi  in  any  other  European 
state.  Thus,  on  tlie  subject  of  epide- 
mics— a  subject  of  y-reat  and  growing" 
importance — V(  miy  jui^litahlv  make 
ourselves  acquairid  il  \viili  souie  late  re- 
searches by  disiii)<4Uit,lic(l  foreig-u 
writers,  aud  particularly  those  by  Pro- 
fessor Alibert,  and  M.  ViUerme,  in 
France.  The  former  of  these  aiaii  ors 
has  published  an  elaborate  papt  i  on  the 
secret  causes  of  cpidemu  s  in  w  hich 
he  examines  the  relation  which  ma- 
lad^  of  this  class  bear  to  variations  of 
tempentnre,  and  to  the  emanations 
which  are  derived  iiom  the  three  king- 
dona  of  nature:  hut  though  there  is 
much  that  is  valuable  in  the  opinions 
set  forth  in  hb  paper,  as  well  as  not  a 
few  points  that  might  be  profitably  dis- 
cumed,  and  not  unreasonably  oan1it>- 
verted,  we  cannot  properly  gfive  any 
account  of  it  at  present,  as  the  entire  of 
M.  Alibert^s  views  have  not  yet  been 
laid  before  the  public  In  the  mean- 
time we  have  the  masteriy  essay  on 
epidemics  by  M.  Villeirae  before  nsf, 
and  of  this  we  purpose,  on  the  present 
.occasion,  to  give  a  slight  slcetch. 

The  author  opens  with  some  renmiks 
on  the  influence  which  ctviliaation  has 
had  on  the  ftequency  and  intensity  of 
epidemics.  Without  going  hack  to 
dark  or  dirtant  periods,  when  statistics 
were  little  or  not  at  all  attended  to,  hu 
principal  facts  are  derived  from  the  au- 
thenticated histories  of  the  last  century ; 


*  Rcvu*  Midicalc,  Jrdv. 
t  AonalM  d*Bygl^«  i'ubUquc  ct  d«:  Mvdeciae 
Lfgsttf  isav*  t89t» 
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and  be  it  obamed  tliat  be  maket «  wpe^ 
eial  exoeplioii,  among  tke  epidemiei  of 
wbicb  be  treats,  with  regard  to  aucb 
sooarges  as  the  Uack  plague  of  tbe 
Jburteenth  ceiitiii7,andt]ie  blue  plague, 
or  tbecbolenofonrowntimes.  Tbese, 
be  says,  ba?e  been  ealamities  tbat  bid 
defiance  to  our  reaaoningSy  eitnoidi- 
nary,  oocorring  at  distant  intenralst  and 
inscmtable  as  to  tbeir  caoses.  Tbose 
occurrences,  on  tbe  oontraiy,  of  wlncb 
be  treats,  seem  ebieflj  to  depend  on 
temperature  and  its  sadden  altemationsy 
on  eertain  qnalities  of  the  air,  on  ^ 
diet,  tbe  habits,  or  local  peeoliarities  of 
tbe  people  among  whom  they  aie  ob- 
serred. 

Siafie  Ihe  fnghlfid  epidemic  of  nor- 
thern Europe,  and  paitieularlj  of  Daat* 
sic,  in  the  jeats  1709  and  1710,  chicflj 
attributable  to  scarcity  niul  famine, 
happily  nothing  of  the  land  has  been 
experienced  in  modem  times.  Agricul- 
ture, it  is  well  known^  Iuuh  since  been 
more  successfully  cultivated'^its  prin* 
ciples  arc  better  undeistood,  and  espe- 
cially the  mode  of  managing  the  crops 
so  that  they  may  succeed  each  other  in 
rich  Tariety;  the  cnmTnunication  be- 
tween distant  parts  Itas  been  renden  d 
more  easy ;  people  lod^e  bcttrr,  live 
h«  ft(T,  atid  are  better  clad  than  at 
lornicr  pcri«»ds;  mul  by  means  of 
improved  manuractiiros  and  tlic  mul- 
tiplied resources  of  industry,  togetlier 
with  bt  tf«  r  nuxics  of  ^^overnmcnl,  the 
populatiuu  m  all  European  countries 
has  been  g-rcatly  benelitte*! — comfort  is 
more  widely  difliised,  and  tlie  occur- 
rence of  stnr\  ation  and  its  consequences 
b;i\  r  become  every  wiicre  less  to  be  ap« 
|iri  be  tided. 

Take  Viareggio  as  au  cxujuple.  The 
inhabitants  of  this  once  miserable  town 
in  (lie  ]«rincipality  of  Lucca,  were  few 
ui  nunil»cr,  and  sunk  in  a  deplorable 
state  of  misery  and  barbarism — yearafler 
year,  from  time  immemorial,  they  were 
regularly  iittackcd  with  iulcrmitlcuts. 


In  tbe  year  1741,  however,  sluices  were 
constructed,  by  which  the  marshes  in 
their  neighbouibood  were  drained,  and 
at  tbe  same  time  tbe  orerdowiug  of  the 
land  from  tbe  tides  and  tcn^>ests  pre. 
▼enled.  By  Ais  simple  eontrivanee 
their  constant  epidemic  vaa  baakhed, 
and  Vlarcggio  soon  beeano  what  ilia  at 
this  d^-^-one  of  the  mast  healthy,  msal 
indostrions,  and  aiBueat  seaport  tomm 
on  the  coast  of  Tuscany;  and  lamilica 
in  it,  whose  immediate  anceston  used 
lo  be  eat  off  prsmatuiely  and  miasnib^ 
by  the  am  eaiftaa,  now  ethilrii  a  «U. 
gree  of  health,  vigour,  longevity,  and 
moral  character,  such  as  was  never 
known  in  that  part  of  thewodd  befssc 
Dr.  Thomsa  Short,  who  wrote  bis 
Obserratiflos"  about  the  nnddle  of  tbe 
last  century,  makes  a  remark  strongly 
attesting  tbe  power  of  civilination*- 
namely,  that  epidemics  in  the  country 
parts  are  both  more  frequent  and  mow. 
destructive  than  they  are  in  towns.  In 
London,  and  the  other  principal  cities  of 
the  kingdom,  according  to  this  author, 
the  epidemics  which  occurred  in  tbe 
early  part  of  the  last  century  generally 
carried  off  no  more  than  a  thirtl,  a 
fourth,  or  even  a  fiflh  part,  in  achUtion 
fn  the  uHual  mortality  of  common  years; 
whilst,  in  the  country,  an  epidemic  yc^ar 
sometimes  numbered  with  the  dead  ten, 
fifteen,  ci^-ht£cn,  or  twcTit\  tiinr^  as 
many  as  dii  fl  during-  a  heailhy  year- 
M.  Villcrim  li;us  made  the  same  obs«»r- 
vation  willi  rt;fcrcnQc  to  Lh^  mortaiitjr  in 
France. 

Now  with  regard  to  the  com  pant  live 
frequency  of  epidemics  at  diifcrcui  pe- 
riods during  the  last  and  present  centu- 
ries, we  may  a\ail  oursehis  of  the 
same  autborUy  iov  niinrmaiiun.  Dr. 
Slidi  t  calculates,  that,  j)revious  to  17c>l), 
tliey  recurred  every  four,  or  from  tbat  to 
eight  years,  iu  the  country  parishes  <if 
England;  a  fact  which  he  j;atbert2tl 
from  the  parish  registers :  and  tlic  con- 
elufeion  at  which  he  arrive^)  ib,  that  Uiv; 
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jcmdeeidedly  epiiieiiilc,  as  compaied  to 
•ckcryean,  were  in  the  ratio  of  two  to 
devca;  and  thai  of  for^-four  eooaeeu- 
tsfvi  jcan,  fratti  tweiilj-tliice  to  tweirty- 
fn«r  eoQAted  a  small  number  of  deaths, 
tight  were  very  destrucd? e,  and  the  re- 
maining^ tvrelve  ortliirtoen  coald  neither 
hm  callod  mIiiIrmiii  or  othenviie.  Wo 
hmte  no  exact  returns  of  the  same  de- 
oev^ition  for  London  or  the  provincial 
towns,  but  we  may  form  a  pretty  ade- 
qaate  notion  of  at  1ea<«t  the  decline  in 
the  fmjuency  of  eytidctnics  visitiiijif 
ibeiu,  frfTii  M.  Villenne's  tabic  inr 
PariM.  Ill  Jinwing'  U|)  the  followliin;- 
tabular  r-n)),  which  is  here  slii;litly 
abridifed,  tip'  author  rcekoned  as  cpi- 
fJ^'niic  years  those  in  wbich  there  was  an 
u«  rease  ol  deaths  nmountiug-  to  more 
th.m  <mc-tenth  ;iln>\  i  thone  imnjedintely 
before  or  alter,  lie  found  that  there 
were 

6  cpideuiic  jfcars  uut  of  13,  in  the  17th 
cmtiurv. 

5  ,  .  .  «  from  170f)  to  nsoindnsife. 
4  .   .   .   .         1731  to  1740     .  . 
4  .   ,   ,    ,         1741  to  MdO     .  . 
1  .    .   .   •         I76I  to  1770     .  . 

4  .  .  .  .       17SI  to  nno    .  . 

3  .    .    .    .  1801  to  1810     .  . 

S.   .   .   .        I»ltol830    .  . 

A  «milar  return  shews  that  a  change 
equally  prosperous  has  occurred  throug-h 
««t  die  whole  of  France,  and  M.  Vil- 
kme  justly  assumes  that  we  cannot 
ktnm  aitionger  proof  of  the  happy  io- 
flvRftio  •f  •dvandtt^  tmliatation. 
I  Tbeva  m  some  facts  connected  with 
ihs  of  ^idmica  m  IVffiSi  which 
are  too  ciif  mils  to  omitted  hevo.  For« ' 
toerly,  the  end  of  snmmer,  especially 
whsD  that  teaaon  had  been  umisnallj 
wami,  was  the  time  ftr  epidemic  mala- 
dks.  Thus  the  asonths  of  August  and 
September  (the  latter  partieuhurly),  woe, 
4mlag  the  latter  part  of  the  ITIh,  and 
hfgimiiiig  of  the  IMh  centuty,  noto- 
iMNalf  fiitaL  But  this  appears  to  be 
^rito  ehaoged  at  ptesent  fij  a  eom- 
pfdbcosiire  table,  founded  on  twomil- 
lisQs  of  «fealhs,  and  cxleodingr  from  the 


end  of  the  17tb  centuiy  to  our  own 
dmes,  M.  ViUenn^  shews  that  the  pe- 
nods  of  the  maximum  and  mantmwm 
mottali^  are  altogether  displaced.  Dis 
posing  die  twelve  months  in  the  order  of 
their  respective  mortality,  September, 
which  stood  fiist  at  the  early  period  re- 
fened  to,  has  gradually  sunk  to  the 
place  which  it  nowoccnpies,  the  seventh 
or  eig^hth  in  the  series;  while  April, 
which  in  former  times  seems  to  have 
been  comparatively  saluhrions,  has  long 
been  raised  to  the  head  of  the  list.  The 
a]ff  rati(»n  is  clearly  on  ini^  to  the  fleclinc 
ol  epidemics,  both  in  frequency  and  in- 
tensity :  when  they  used  to  rage,  as  in 
the  17th  century,  the  nuiximuni  morta- 
lity fell  in  the  autumn,  while  now,  un- 
der the  iutiuence  of  ordinary  circum- 
stances, it  occurs  m  tlie  spring. 

The  effect  of  epidemics  on  other  dis- 
ease^ (lo<s  not  escape  the  notice  of  M. 
Viliemie.  What  he  says  on  thi.s  >uhject 
we  shall  lay  before  the  reader  : — "  It  is 
the  nature  of  epidemic  maladies  to  ren- 
der  other  complaints  more  rare.  This 
has  been  ohsen  ed  often  enough  by  phy- 
sicians;  they  are  familiar  with  the  fact, 
that  while  an  epidemic  reigns,  other 
maladies  diminish  in  frequency,  or 
ezhibit  more  or  less  of  the  symptoms 
of  the  prevailing  disease.  In  the 
month  of  April  last,  when  the  cho- 
lera prevailed  here,  we  had  a  good  ex- 
ample of  this.  But  the  practical  conse- 
quence to  be  derived  fiom  ^e  circum- 
stance Is,  that  when  an  epidemic  is  not 
pertieolarly  destructive,  the  usual  num- 
ber of  deaths  is  not  much,  or  scaroelj  at 
all,  augmented.  One  might  imagine 
that  those  persons  who  at  ordinary  pe- 
riods would  die  of  various  deaths,  now 
die  of  the  prevailing  one,  as  if  the  spe- 
cial causes  of  the  latter,  its  very  ezis- 
tenoe,  or  the  circumstanoes  which  attend 
it,  were  so  many  preventatives  of  the 
ordinary  mortal  diseases.  Thus  in  the 
47  communes  of  the  department  of  the 
Oise,  which  reckoned,  in  1821,  116 
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flcaths  from  the  vitiiart/su  eat,  the  total 
mortalitv  <!iM  not  ♦•xceed  what  it  reason- 
ably ought  to  be,  taking  into  consiilera- 
timi  the  rate  of  increase  of  population, 
and  supposinir  that  no  extraordinary 
cause  of  niorialiiy  existed  during  that 
year.  For  example,  in  the  said  com- 
munes, 

In  1816  there  were  7(i*)  deaths. 

1817  ...     7»i6   .  . 

1818  ...    TI8  .  . 

1819  ...     787    .  . 

1820  ...     Hia    .  . 

1821  (Ei»id.)  .     838    .  . 

The  result  to  he  deduced  from  this  and 
similar  facts  is,  that  epidcniios,  gt  ne- 
rally  sp«»akin;j,  do  not  warrant  the  alann 
^hich  their  appearance  oKlinntily  ex- 
cites. It  is,  however,  uiKjuisiiuiiahle 
that  they  ahvnys  increase  tlie  number  of 
the  sick,  as  well  as  that  they  have  oflen 
depopulated  whole  countries." 

To  an  inexperienced  observer  it  would 
seem  almost  idle  and  ridiculous  to  in- 
quire whether  epidemicB  aflTect  the  po- 
pulation of  a  eottntry,  and  pamdozieal 
to  assert,  that  even  tbdse  wliicb  are  con- 
-siderablj^  destructive  do  not.  Yet  such 
is  the  case  which  correct  statistici  would 
seem  to  make  out ;  SEiid  it  is  aocoanted 
Ibr  on  no  Teij  abstruse  principle.  U  is 
simply  because  epidemics,  ior  the  most 
part,  partake  the  character  described  in 
the  preceding'  passage  hy  M.  Villenue, 
namely,  that  of  swallowing  up  the  mor. 
tality  of  ordinary  diseases;  and  pirdy, 
if  not  principally^  because  mortality  has 
a  powerful  influence  upon  reproductimi. 
An  epidemic  may  be  compared  to  a  bat- 
tle in  ita  eflecti ;  yet  a  battle— nay,  a 
war  of  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  years* 
atanding— may  not  diminish  the  popular 
tion  of  the  states  which  cany  it  on. 
That  it  may  not,  seems  to  be  put  beyond 
a  question  by  the  sang'uinary  war  which 
raged  in  Europe  from  1791  till  1815; 
during  all  that  time  the  number  of  in-> 
habitants  in  France,  England,  Germany, 
and  Italy,  suffered  no  decrease,  and 
that  in  spile  of  the  constant  battles,  in 


which  too  the  mortality  fell  upon  men 
in  the  full  atreogih  and  vigour  of  their 

age. 

But  when  we  say  that  there  was  no 
decrease,  we  ought  to  qualify  the  ex- 
pression: any  decrease  which  CK-curred 
wm  not  permanent :  the  moTrmeni  of 
the  population,  after  siitl'i  l  iiii^  i  slight 
shock,  went  forward  again  uiih  a  re- 
nt  ^^'  (!  impulse;  ami  so  it  is  witli  epi- 
demics. 

"\\Ticn  a  destructive  calamity  of  either 
kiiiil  tarries  off  a  largf  pniyiortion  of 
the  inhnlni  iiits  of  a  country,  a  void  in 
the  p<tjMil  iiiiin  i.s  the  immediate  effrct; 
but  invaiialily  Uiis  isfollowrd  h\  dii  e  x- 
traordinary proportion  of  ruarriages  and 
births.  Numbers  of  persons  of  a  mar- 
riageable age,  having  most  ]>robahly 
now  become  possessed  of  the  moans  by 
inheritance,  hesitate  no  longer  to  form 
matrimonial  connexions.  Marriages 
OTcn  which  were  barren  hitherto,  are 
now  observed  to  become  fruitful.  And 
finally,  the  returns  shew  that  not  only 
is  the  annual  amount  of  -deatha  dimi- 
nidied,  but  its  proportion  also, — as  if 
men  had  really  become  moie  vtvaciova, 
or  less  subject  to  die. 

Owing  undoubtedly  to  the  oceommce 
of  such  ciicumstances,  it  baa  beooMM  a 
common  observation,  that  gieatepide. 
mics  are  followed  by  perieds  of  gmi 
aalubrity.  But  the  fact  ought  not  to  be 
overlooked,  that  on  sodi  oceaHona  it  u 
the  ill<4sonditioned,  sickly  people,  dnt 
for  the  most  part  aie  cut  off— people 
waited  by  suftring,  and  icdmed  hj 
privations;  ii4iile  the  survivofs  hmW9 
more  room,  more  food,  and  ampler 
means  of  subsiatence. 

The  itatisticB  of  the  Low  Countriea 
(Belgium  and  Holland  united)  ooafiiai 
most  luUy  the  preceding^  utitnmi  mi 
In  the  year  1816  there  was,  of  eonxne,  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  number  of 
deaths,  but  the  increase  in  the  wtmAm 
of  marriages  during  the  same  jtmt 
(chiefly  contractsd  by  militaiy  owm. 
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who,  on  the  return  of  peace,  wished  to  the  physical  condition  of  man,  from  the 

tbcBiaelTcs  from  tlie  disnce  of  spread  of  civilization.   This  is  a  fact 

bcui|f  again  called  out,)  was  enormously  which  good  ^ovcmmtnts  might  easily 

lai^BTC.    Then  followed  a  great  increase  improve,  and  one  which  oug-ht  ever  to 

of  births  in  the  next  year.    In  1817  be  kept  in  view  by  all  whose  duty  it  ia 

there  was  a  severe  scarcity  of  provisions ;  to  labour  for  the  benefit  of  mankind, 

the   deaths  were   greatly   au'^meiited  ^ , 
again;   but  when  once  on\rT  was  re- 
stored, both  nniniagcs  and  births  went 

«a  increoAinff  prodigioiwlv.  "T^^^  London  Merciiaiit  steamer  sailed 

T      ,               \     '                »  from  Enriand,  for  Oporto,  on  the  85cb 

Ir,  extreme  cases,  however,  we  must  j^^^f,             Jg^  ^^^^d  at  the 

allow  that  the  consequences  will  be  very  mouth  of  the  Douro  on  the  1st  Janii-iry, 

different.    It  is  the  opinion  of  some  1833,  having  lost  seven  persons  on  her 

writers  that,  in  the  eoui-se  of  eiirbt  or  passage,  by  cholera.    The  troops  which 

.             a               ,              ,  she  took  out,  with  General  Soliirnac, 

Uii  \    u*^,  there  arc  no  luuir' i  aiiytiaces  ,     ,  ,  .        i*  ^  i     *  t-  i 

...        ^  landed  inime<i]atcly  at  roz,  about  two 

of  xua»  ivmaiiiiiig  m  a  country  which  miles  to  the  west  of  Oporto.    By  a  letter 

has   been  devastated  by  the  plague,  from  a  medical  gentleman  of  that  city, 

Thb  U  a  mere  opinion,  and  must  be  al-  wMch  we  bare  lately  «een,  it  appear* 

.   .1         ^  ■            •.  I           *    1'  that  cases  of  the  disease  occurred  at  Foz, 

to«nether  ^tuitous,  as  it  leaves  out  ol  *       «wY«^v^v«i  ^«  v 

.  ,         ,             .        .       .  ,  on  the  road  to,  and  in  Oporto,  bciore  the 

sight  tlje  dej^rce  of  intensity  of  the  (lis-  j5th  of  January;  and  we  know,  from 

order,  and  the  extent  of  country  ravaged  other  anthcntic  sources,  that  it  has  since 

by  it,— both  which  considerations  are  spread  to  Cohnbra,  on  the  south,  and 

Mce«aiy  to  enable  us  to  determine  how  ^^"i^i^.  (Vjgo)  on  the  norUi 

•            Ml  L   1.  i>      «          1  •  .  Quere — How  did  the  cholera  get  to 

long  It  will  be  before  the  population  Qporto  ? 

shall  attain  its  natural  ImL  Itismofe  ^ 
tfan  niobable,  that  there  were  ahnndant 

tnceTof  devastation  discennble  tm  STATISTIC  S  of  SUICIDE  IN 

ytm  after  the  eptdeune  of  1709  and  FRANCE. 

1710,  and  still  more  so  after  the  black  M*  OvBanv,  the  advocate,  has  presented 

plagne  of  |hc  14th  oentary.  The^i  most  a  report  on  this  subject  to  the  Aeadem 

^  1       L-—.  1..^  —  — -         _t:^«  des  tSciences.  from   which  it  appears, 

jrnttngcaildieneoBi|MRd  with  the  other  committed  in  France,  the  department 

ages  ;joalia,  after  a  long  and  sanguinary  of  the  Seine  snpplies  a  sixth  part,  and 

war,  the  women,  and,  of  the  male  sex,  proportion  increases  the  nearer 

-.1  1--  ^-         _  to  P-irh  niul  the  other  larpfc  towns.  Of 

inoso  wno  are  not  of  an  age  to  take  a  ^  -^t.  i 

...             .           L   r     •  HHH)  suicides  committed  in  the  eajiitiu, 

psvt  u  mlitaiy  semce^  are  bj  far  the  m  have  been  by  persons  belongm^-  to 


the  departments  of  the  north,  2IU  of 

Snch  are  nftw  of  d^  mora  strtting  ^'^'^^  ^^'^  ^^'^  south,  65  west,  and  52 

Ifcated  of  in  thk  abk  paper;  and  Y'"^          by  persons  from  the  ceiitral 

,           J                   *i  deparlnienta.  ihe  northern  departments 

m  imve  topics  lo  appaienttj  nn.  p^duce  one  suicide  out  of  0,8«3ioha. 

pmmising  been  discussed  in  so  satis-  bitants;  the  eastern,  one  out  of  21,731; 

manner*    The  author  is  the  centml.  one  mtt  of  27,393 ;  thewes- 

of  those  rare  investiga-  tcrn,o..e  out  of  3o  4;j9;  a^ 

,           It..            i.  f  one  out  ol  30,8/0.     linaJly,  of  100 

tofs  who  see  the  better  side  of  things,  ^^^^  eommitted  annually,  51  are  by 

and  taho  more  delight  in  it  than  in  the  people  in  the  north,  11  by  those  in  the 

glooajr.   The  temper  and  tendency  of  souOi,  16  in  tbe  east,  13  in  the  west, 

hi.  essav  is  e  ncouraging,  and  practically  and  9  by  the  people  i 

Q^fiil.   it  shews  m  the  strongest  light  ' 
liK  aahrtaij  consequences  resulting  to 


in  the  central  parts. 

laux. 
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THE  INFLUENZA. 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  influcn/a 
has  been  less  during  tbe  last  t}iaii  the 
two  preceding"  weeks ;  ]>erhaps,  how- 
ever, this  is  to  be  attributed  ratber  to 
the  diminished  number  of  persons  who 
remain  to  be  attacked,  tJiai)  to  aiiv 
lAange  in  the  diseast;  it-sclf.  On  all 
former  occasions  which  hnvr  Vx  re- 
c«>rded,  the  epidemic  has  lasted  irom  a 
month  to  six  weeks,  so  that  the  time  for 
its  disappearance  has  perhaps  scarcelj 
yet  amved  ;  and  we  flar  a  still  more 
consid'Tible  period  will  elapse  before  all 
iu  scipieiie  are  got  rid  ol.  The  com- 
plaint has  proved  very  severe  to  manv 
old  persons;  and  those  affected  witli 
any  disease  of  the  lun^  have  had  thr 
symptoms  very  much  aifgravated  ;  while 
a  verv  large  prop(»rtion  of  those  pre- 
viously in  the  hosjntals  with  other  ma- 
ladies,  have  had  this  superadded.  Many 
attempt  to  cxplntn  these  occurrences  by 
a  reference  to  the  state  of  the  weather, 
which  certainly  has  hitherto  been  more 
than  usually  ungenial  even  for  the  pro- 
verbially fickle  mouth  of  April ;  at  the 
mmc  time,  tlie  vicissitudes  of  the  at- 
mosphere will  not  account  for  the  exces- 
sive languor,  and  many  other  circum- 
stances, attending*  tbe  prevalent  form  of 
illness  ;  while  tlic  histories  of  fomier  vi- 
sitations of  this  kind,  shew  th( ki  t«)  have 
been  unintiueuced  by  any  appreciable 
condition  of  the  barometer,  the  thermo* 
meter,  or  ihe  hygrometer. 

JACKSONIAN  PRIZE. 

The  Jaeksonian  prize  for  1832,  offered 
for  the  best  essay  on  the  Mode  ot  Union 
in  Simple  and  Compound  Fracture,"  was 
awarded,  by  the  Council  of  the  College  of 
Surgetms,  to  Beigamin  FhOlips,  Esq.  of 
Wimpole^Street,  Cavendisfa'Sqaare. 


THE  ANODYM.        i  ALLIC  OR 
GALVANIC  iiRUSH, 

{SeamJm  Atuxluva  Meiallica.  Annulet  &jb2c 
Oinicie  Metiica:  Ticinensit.  Auctorc  Fuan- 
CIKCO   Non.  All.  UiU>SMBEANJ^  M.i>. 

Papiae,  1830.) 

UNnsE  this  name,  Frands  Ernest  Von 

Hildenbrand,  Professor  of  Pathology  and 
Practice  of  riiysie  at  Pavia,  deserilK-s  a 
remedy  rulht  r  sinj^uiar,  for  the  cure  of  va 
lions  neuimlgic  mBectioni.  It  consists  lim- 


ply  of  a  bundle  of  metallic  wires  (Jaseh  e 
Jtlls  tnetaliicit  cfnijectum)^  not  tliicker  than 
common  knitting  wires,  firmly  tied  toge- 
ther by  wire  of  tlie  same  material,  so  as  to 
form  a  cylinder  nbmit  four  or  five  inches 
long,  and  one  iuch  or  three-fourths  ol'  an 
inch  in  diameter.  This  is  applied  to  the 
]>ained  part,  previously  moistened  with  si  a- 
salt,  when  it  pniduces  relief  so  imtanta- 
neouB,  it  is  said,  that  it  appears  to  tbe  pa- 
tients like  the  effect  of  a  Gbarm.  Ooca. 
sionjdly  t^i'"  pain  is  iinini  dintrly  entirely 
extinguished,  with  the  aceompan^ing  ef- 
fect of  a  peculiar  sense  of  emanation  from 
the  spot  to  which  the  brush  is  applied, 
causing  the  patients  to  hrlicve  that  the 
jmin  is  truly  extracted  by  Uiis  metbrnt 
On  withdiawing  the  brash,  the  nneasincn 
occasionally  returns,  but  in  a  more  en- 
durable form.  The  longer  the  applirnti.n 
is  coutiimcd,  the  more  decided  is  the  cticct 
obtained;  and  phenomena  so  singnlarl^ve 
resulted  from  its  apjilieation,  as  even  to 
astonish  intelligent  persons  quite  on  their 
guard  against  any  magieal  illusion. 

In  illustration  of  the  remedial  cGTccts 
of  this  agent,  Ilildenbrand  mentimis  the 
following  case,  which  he  designates  as  al- 
together singular  Mid  wonderraL  A  man 
of  30,  a  i)ortcr  by  oecupation,  alBlctod 
with  violent  periodical  tie  dnulonrrnx  of 
tbe  face  (metapodtfnia),  v,-as  admiltiMl  into 
the  clinical  wards  of  Pavia.  On  apply  iug 
the  metallic  brush  over  the  left  fruntai 
nerve,  the  pain  immetliatelv  disappeared 
from  tliat  one,  hut  fixed  on  tlie  corresptHid- 
ing  nerve  of  the  right  side,  which  bad 
been  previously  free  from  pain.  The  very 
moment  at  which  the  bruiii  was  reniovi?d 
ftom  Uie  left  fVontal  nerve,  the  itoiD  re- 
tarned  to  its  ori^rinal  s^t,  and  tnere  re- 
mained, though  already  remarkably  abated 
in  intensity.  By  applying  a  meUdlie 
brash  to  each  sopramrbital  nerve  M»i*n1fca- 
neously,  the  Professor  banished  the  origi- 
nal nerve  aehe  of  the  left  side,  and  at  the 
same  time  prevented  it  from  appearing  in 
the  opposite  one.  The  same  moment, how- 
ever,  a  huimnini:  noise  arose  in  eaeh  ear, 
and  this  also  iu»nie<Uately  eea^^i  d  on  tbe 
brushes  being  removed,  when  the  uerre- 
aehe  returned  immediately,  though  im  a 
very  mitigated  form. 

In  order  to  obtain  the  desired  cflTeet  from 
the  nse  of  the  anodyne  brashi».  Professor 
Von  Ilildenbrand  impresses  the  neeesnity 
of  detenuining,  as  accurately  as  possible, 
the  nature  of  the  neuralgia,  or  tbe  patholo- 
gical state  of  the  affeetod  nerve.  If  tbe 
pain  is  merely  nervous,  that  is,  inoooedia^ 
from  subversion  of  the  equilibrium  between 
the  dtfiiamic  factanqf  the  sensitive  lije,  as  tbe 
Professor,  in  bnitatlon  of  bis  father,  ex- 
presses  it,  without  material  ehansjcs  hav- 
ing taken  plaee  in  the  afleeted  part — in 
wfildl  case  It  attacks  periotbcally,  like  un 
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intonilittent  diRease,  and  leaves;  intonnis- 
<:ii>ns  entin  ly  von]  of  i»aiii, — then  tlie  etfi- 
i-acy  uf  the  metallic  brush  maj  be  pro. 
nfmnced  to  be  almost  iiilUlible.  But  if, 
rnini  the  pain  being  unintemipted,  or  at 
least  void  of  ]m  rrr<  t  intermissions — fVom 
its  aggravatiuu  under  pressure  of  the  part, 
fW>m  tke  ooi^iiiicti<ni  of  rednoM,  heat,  or 
swelling — there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
tlie  proximate  cause  of  any  case  of  facial 
neuralgia  or  hemierania,  consists  in  a  state 
of  active  congestion,  or  sab.in£laminat(»ry 
irritation,— then  the  metallic  brush  afToras 
Bu  benetit,  nay,  sometimes  may  augment 
the  intensity  of  the  pain.  By  these  means 
Professor  f  lildenbrand  thinks  that  the  me. 
fallir  hrnsli,  while  it  maintains  nt  Ita^t  a 
j>alhative  therapeutic  property  in  neuralgia 
of  spasmodic  ^aracter,  may,  in  doabmd 
cases,  furnish  an  auxiliary  diagnostic  sign, 
by  the  aid  of  which  sub  intlammatory  con- 
gestion may  be  distinguished  from  simple 
nervous  erethism. 

In  the  first  experiments  performc<l  by 
Professor  Hildenbrand,  he  employed 
bmsbes  wliidi  were  Intenttonall/  eon. 
structed  of  two  kinds  of  metal,  for  instttDoe. 
silver  and  copper  wire,  cf»pper  wire  ana 
einc  wire,  or  zinc  wire  and  brans  wire,  the 
indiTiduftl  wires  being  mntnaUy  mingled 
and  bltndcd,  on  tlic  supposition  that  elec- 
tricity or  galvanism,  L  Vf  ilvrd  by  the  contact 
of  heterogeneous  nictuis,  miglu  be  the  be- 
nefieial  and  minative  agent.  He  after- 
wards  a55certaincd,  however,  that  bundles 
of  wires  of  one  and  the  same  metal  pniduc- 
ed  an  effect  scarcely  loa  speedy,  but  lost 
their  anodyne  influence  as  toon  as  they 
were  covered  by  rust  or  \  cidicnris.  Ho 
further  ascertained,  that  Mtiid  metallic  bo- 
dies prodnee  analogons  effects,  bnt  in  a 
mnch  feebler  degree  than  the  numerous 
acuminated  points  of  thv  bundle  c  vn';isting 
of  metallic  wires.  The  nalure  ol  tlie  me- 
tal, he  adds,  seems  to  cause  no  difference ; 
forbmsliis  iif  iron  wire  jiroduce  the  antici- 
pated allev  iation  in  as  great  a  degree  as 
thoee  of  copper  wire.  If  he  eoold  trust 
]lis  observations,  however,  he  tliinks  that 
lieperceivt  (1  a  greater  dei;ree  of  aiiodvne 
▼irtae  in  copper,  iron,  and  gold,  tlmu  in 
other  metals. 

Admitting  that  the  effect  is  constant, 
to  explain  the  theory  of  its  production 
Profe«s«>r  liildenhrand  does  not  liesitute 
u>  deduce  it  fkom  the  taws  of  electricity. 
The  ori^fiual  nature  of  mctaJlIr  b  dies, 
which  are  remarkably  good  conductors  (»f 
electricity;  the  rapid  action  of  the  brash, 
if  the  aching  spot  has  been  previondly 
moi<itened  by  the  saline  solution ;  the  re- 
markable tendency  of  pointed  bodies  in  at- 
tmcting  electricity ;  and  the  tense  of  an 
emanation,  and  an  agreeable  co<dness, 
rfmibincd  with  manifest  alleviation  of 
jmin  admitted  liy  the  patients,  he  legurdi. 


as  no  trifling  argnmentt  to  infer,  in  the 

disordert  (1  an«l  acbini^  nerves,  a  certain  de- 
gree of  electric  piethorUf  or  accumulation  of 
animal  electricity,  which  may  l>e  dis- 
charged by  the  application  of  a  suitable 
conductor.  This  hypothesis,  he  In>-tfy  re- 
marks, would  accurately  correspoud  with 
tiie  notions  ddi?eted  in  bis  elements  on 
the  accumulation  ef  the  imponderable 
Biotic  principle  in  various  parts  <yf  the 
nervons  system,  as  the  proximate  cause  of 
aesTMis  dieoidem  whieh  attack  in  pa. 
lODcysDis,  anrl  arc  flissipated  by  what  be 
dmominatcs  autocratic  explosions  *. 


ROYAL  INSTITUTION. 
Mdsy,  April  19. 

Origin  of  the  E^y/Maaa  WmUp  Jaisiali. 

The  evening  meetings  were  resumed 
(after  the  f  unster  recess)  with  a  lecture  by 
tlie  Marquis  Spincto,  on  Egyptian  hiero- 
glyphics. He  confined  himself  principally 
to  those  hierqglyiiliictand  pictorial  repre> 
sentation^  which  were  employed  to  express 
the  Deitr  and  his  attributes.  Numerous 
as  wonid  seem  the  deities  of  Egvpt,  they 
all  appear  to  have  originated  in  tFie  priun- 
tive  idea  of  one  God.  The  several  forms 
given  to  the  original  ligurc  could  ail  be  ex- 
plained 1^  shewing  that  they  were  adopti'd 
a<?  expressive  of  tlie  attributes  of  the  Di- 
vine JBeina.  Hence  the  succe^isive  addi- 
tions of  the  ram's  head,  the  crocodile's, 
and  the  bull's  ^  as  well  as  the  female 
breast^,  &.c.  &.c.  The  Marquis  made  sere, 
ral  interesting  digressions  in  treating  of 
the  manners  and  customs  of  the  andent 
Egyptians.  He  even  tDiu  lu  d  upon  their 
diseases,  and  hazarded  on  opinion  that 
Cleoi)atni's  native  troops,  or  body  guard, 
so  indignantly  noticed  by  Horace,  were 
wretches  alllieted  with  elei)hantiasis.  Wo 
must  say  that  we  cannot  agree  with  him 
on  that  matter. 

AVty  roivsirtutionof  Puddle  Ulirds. 

Captain  Basil  Hall  called  the  atU'ntion 
of  the  meeting,  for  a  few  minutes,  to 
an  ingenious  contrivance  wliich  he  was 
deputed  to  explain.  This  was  a  fonn  of 
paddle  wheel,  so  managed  as,  by  means  of 
cranks,  to  enable  the  paddles  always  to 
meet  the  water  jn  rpftnlicularly,  and  thus 
economize  very  materially  the  power  of 
the  engine.  The  inventor  of  this  method 
is,  we  nnderstand,  a  IMr.  (imnt,  an  nrmj 
baker,  who  declitu-^  tn  take  out  n  patent 
for  it,  though  strongly  advised  to  do  so  by 
teferal  men  of  science. 


*  From  the  BrliDburgh  Medical  sad  SuiKImI 

Journal. 
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HOTEL  DIBU. 

CASK  OF  •T»AllOt  LAT10Jl  —  DEATB^IV* 

TOPSY  :    Vflta  UMAAKSy 

Br  M.  POPVTTRSH. 

The  subject  of  llie  prr^cTit  ca««;  wns  n  fc 
male,  n^cd  30,  rather  tail,  and  of  a  i»ul- 
ficicuil)  healthy  anpcaranee.  She  wai 
taken  iut  >  the  hospital  on  the  20th  of  last 
month  (Mnrdi),  under  cirrntn'4(ai\ct's  to 
be  presently  related.  A  peculiar  wUducsu 
of  a.six!ct,  end  a  mtle8«nen»  weie  ob. 
serred  in  her  <lurinif  tho  last  few  days.  At 
four  thi*?  morning  th©  sister  visited  her, 

gave  her  something  to  drink,  and  finding 
er  calm,  retiited.  At  five  she  came  to  her 
nr^niii:  the  patient  lay  on  lu  r  right  side, 
with  her  bead  banging  out  ol  bed|  she 
was  insennble,  moUonleM*  iifelemi  She 
liad  strangled  hemelf  with  a  eOk  baadker- 
chief. 

This  has  been  the  &econd  suicide  com- 
mitted in  tbe  same  ward  >vitbin  a  week; 
another  woman  having,  but  a  few  days 
since,  bung  hersell  with  the  cord  sus- 
pended o?er  her  bed. 

It  appeared,  upon  a  sort  of  inquest 
which  was  held  to  innnin*  into  ilu-  rircum- 
stances,  that  the  female  who  strangkd  her- 
self  so  qvietly  had  been  brooght  up  in  a 
convent,  but  she  was  scduceti,  an«l  t  \lii 
bited  latterly  tymptoma  of  decided  mental 
aber.aticn. 

U .  Dopnytien  made  some  remarks  on 
the  jKv  t  mortem  rtpin  :\rn7UTs.  The  mark 
of  the  ligature  round  the  neck  was  deep, 
eechymoiwd,  and  partially  excoiiated. 
The  brain,  tboogh  a  Httle  vascular,  was 
henlthv;  the  origans  in  the  thoracic  and 
abdominal  cavity  presenttd  scarcely  any 
signs  of  inflammation;  the  grait  iBtes> 
tine  was  fill<  d  \\  ith  hard  frecal  matter. 
The  other  viscera  exhibited  nothing  aaor- 
mal. 

It  in  N^orth  observing,  that  the  hand 
with  which  she  tied  the  fatal  ligature 
deprived  of  four  of  its  fingers ;  so  tiiat 
she  mast  baTe  used  raoeh  addrsM  and  de- 
termination. 

M.  Diipuytrcn  introduced  some  ob.scr\'a 
\um»  on  the  circuiu^tauces  by  which  ue 
might  be  enabled  to  determine,  in  obscure 
cases,  whether  death  has  been  (he  result  of 
apoplexv,  asphyvia,  sitrangling,  or  us^aMi- 
uatioQ.  JIelaidmachstre»suponthemoral 
evideaee,  and,  astolhephyaieal,hethnn::ht 
that  strons:  i>ro«>f<!  were  i,'»-nerilly  afl  'rdcd 
by  tlie  posture  and  icaturc&ul  iiicdccta!$ed. 
Death  in  etrangulation,  be  said,  was  m>t 
produced  by  apoplexy  or  cerebral  conges- 
tion; hnt  <(iraply  by  intcmrption  of  the 
l>rcalhinkj  process,  as  had  bicn  ptuvcd  by 
freqaent  ex|HTimcnL  In  hanging,  luxa- 
tion of  till-  \iitvhr.Tf  ami  injiirv  f>f  the 
spinal  morrow  sometimes  take  place.  On 


this  point  there  wiw  a  controversy  Jihont 
fifty  year«  ago,  between  the  hangmen  of 
Lyons  uid  Pajris.  The  fbrmer  used  to 
dispatch  his  victims  hy  luxatintr  their 
necks,  while  the  latter  simply  produced  as- 
phyxia by  compression  of  the  larynx. 
The  Lyons  method  was  the  more  certain 
an*!  pr«mijit  M.  pTipnvtrcn  snidliecould 
not  conclude  without  expressing  bis  repro- 
bation of  the  dangenms  praeiiee  which 
some  persons  have  of  lifting  children  np 
hy  the  lirad ;  tlie  sliijlitest  motion  in  th** 

jroung  persons  so  treated,  would  suffice  to 
nxate  tfie  eerfical  vertebriBy  and  deptiro 
tiiem  sndden^f  of  life. 

ittlDi>L£S£X  HOSPITAL. 

CASSt:  WITH  BBVAMCe, 

Br  Ma.  Aaitorr 

It  is  useful  to  linow  not  only  when  to  in 
terfere  actively  or  perse veringly,  but  itia 
important  also  to  dlsHuguiso  those  cases 
in  which  our  interference  is  not  meirijr 
ttseles8»  bat  may  be  prejudiciaL 

CtHtmeUd  Fmpit  and  Stfuchnis  of  Bf0^ 

Atrojihu  of  the  i/'ft, 

Joseph  S.  a?t.20,  a  tailor,  admitted  19th 
March.  By  means  of  the  ri^bt  eye  can 
make  his  way,  and  knows  objects  thongh 
he  cannot  distintjnish  features.  Tlie  pupil 
is  irn^ular,  contracted,  and  i»ccupicd  hy  a 
blnish  web  of  coogulable  lymph.  The  uis, 
originally  blue,  is  discoloureo,  has  lost  its 
brilliancy,  and  is-  of  a  looser  texture  than 
natural.  lti>  |mpiUary  margin  is  adherent 
to  the  lymph  just  mentioiied,  and  thesiaa 
of  the  pupil  undercrncs  no  change  under 
the  application  of  the  belladonna.  Tbe 
sclerotic,  instead  of  its  natond  white,  is  of 
a  dirty  straw  colour.  The  globe  ibda 
softer  than  natural.  He  best  in  a 
bright  light  Tbe  eyelids  of  the  left  eye 
ale  somewhat  eoUapsedt  the  globe  la 
shrunk  to  less  than  a  half  of  its  nataral 
si/»\  and  feels  (juite  sort.  The  cornea, 
sniaii  in  »i/e,  is  of  an  uval  form.  The  iris 
Is  completely  dlsoigaBlssd,  offering  no  ap'> 
penrance  of  its  natural  texture.  The  p« 
nil  is  chHicd  by  a  yellow  cataracL  2>ensi- 
bility  to  light'is'entirely  gone; 

This  man  stated  that  he  was  attarkf^ 
by  inflammation  in  his  eyes,  first  in  the 
right  and  tb^  in  the  left,  without  any 
evident  cause,  botween  mtee  and  ftmr 
years  ajf<».  Bv  the  Trr nTmcMt  tVh  m  n<-lopted 
he  w  a.s  somewhat  benefitted,  but  at  the  end 
of  five  months,  having  got  worse,  he  be- 
eaina  an  oat-patient  of  tfie  Maachstf 


•  The  conrludln;?  ^n-rilon  of  Ihc  Middlrvrx 
Hospital  Report  «a«  puthrit  out        vtuiIc.  The 

•cntcDce  with  wlUcb  tbe  jirecMUocpsft  tcrmlna*. 
rd  w«  ff.laBert,  ss His ceraecltawlib  what  fbl* 
lem. 
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Infifmary,  when,  auiong  at  her  remedies, 
nWffury  was  employed  m>  as  to  affect  hit 
mouth,  antl  he  so  far  rccnvertd  his  >\a;ht  as 
to  be  able  to  resume  bis  work.  i>ix  months 
•fterwaida  hia  ajct  wnt  acrain  affected, 
and  he  became  a  patient  at  tlw  Ef  Insti. 
tution  for  eighteen  month«i,  during  which 
bis  mouth  was  agaia  made  sore,  but  with, 
out  permanent  advantage.   Sis  or  eight 
months  ago  his  left  vyc  w  as  very  lart^,  so 
that  his  relations  thou<;ht  it  would  have 
btint,  but  in  about  six  weeks  it  shrank  to 
its  preieot  tiaM.   Having  come  to  London 
for  the  express  purpose  of  benefitting  his 
sight,  he  was  received  into  the  hospital  for 
a  ibwr  weeks,  to  aieertain  if  any  thing 
could  be  done  for  him.    During  this  time 
leeches  have  been  applied,        he  tf>ok  flc- 
cocUt)n  of  sarsapariUa,  wuli  the  extract, 
and  five  grains  of  Plummer's  ]iill,  at  bed- 
time, but  without  iK'ut  fir, 

He  will  be  forimm?*'  if  he  rftn  pre. 
serve  the  sight  which  remains  la  liim. 

PerietiitU  Mwr  th§  TVoehnOtrSuppurating 
Nodes  on  the  Httui* 
Wiliinrn  (t  ,  :Mfn»  .10,  f»n  presenting  his 
icUer  ol  admissiim,  staled  Ihat  he  sought 
relief  for  aeomjplaint  in  his  hip|  under 
which  he  had  labmired  Air  the  last  tlx 
months. 

He  walked  lame,  and  as  he  stood  the 
right  liiwi  r  extremity  seemed  longer  thas 
the  I.  ft     On  droppintr  bis  trowsen  the 
right  nates  appeared  flattened;  and  on 
]uaeittg  the  hand  on  the  trochanter  major, 
so  as  to  push  the  head  of  the  thigh-bone 
against  its  socket,  he  cried  fmt  frnm  j>nin. 
He  was  sent  into  Clayton's  ward,  with  the 
impression  that  h9  had  disease  of  the  hip; 
bat  on  examining  him  there  in  bed,  the 
case  turned  out  to  he  diffiTcnt.  Orasping 
the  foot  so  as  tu  furce  the  linili  upwards, 
and  thereby  the  head  of  the  femur  against 
the  afttabuliim,  he  did  not  -hrink  ;  he  frit 
no  pain.    Heeurring  to  that  Hit  on  push- 
ing the  same  parts  against  each  by  means 
of  the  troLlianter,  it  was  discovered  that 
the  pain  so  f»'lt  wa«5  seated  in  the  trochan- 
ter itself  j  and'  on  examination,  a  d^rec  of 
puftnesa  was  pareeived  on  the  ontnde  of 
the  part,  occasioned  apparently  by  a  swell- 
iriff  of  the  periosteum.    Firm  pressure  on 
the  part  gave  pain.   Attention  was  now 
direeted  to  the  forehead,  which  presented 
A  Ntranjfe  ap|H,'nitir(  r.  from  a  degree  of 
prominence  amounting  to  deformity.  This 
wan  occasioned  by  a  general  swdling  of  the 
parts  over  the  fruntu  bone,  which,  on  each 
tdde  of  the  mesial  line«  a^^umed  n  more  de- 
cided eluuracter,  forming  a  soil  fluctuating 
tmmm;  the  in  teguments  were  of  tlMlr  aa* 
taral  colour,  and  no  pain  was  felt  except 
on  pressure,    lender  the  left  eye.hn)w  ^^  as 
a  swelling  of  less  size,  tlie  skin  covering  it 
i«d,  aad  at  one  place  shewing  a  yellow 
poiaty  as  if  an  abocess  on  the  edge  of  the 


orbit  was  about  to  break.  On  the  hairy 
scalp,  on  the  top  of  the  head,  wen-  two 
other  soft  swellings,  of  smaller  size.  So 
eruption'^  or  eit  ntrices  on  the  skin  of  the 
Iwdy;  no  atkction  of  the  throat.  Is 
pale,  sallow,  and  thin.  Had  a  chancre 
and  open  bubo  »even  years  igo,  for 
which  he  took  pills  eight  weeks;  never 
had  eruptions  or  s<»re  throat.  Eighteen 
laonths  aiji)  had  swelled  testicles,  6rit  of  the 
one  gland  and  tlan  of  the  other,  which 
Wffiatdown  under  u  pill  night  and  morning 
for  six  week*!.  Six  months  ago  first  felt 
weakness  in  his  right  leg;  coola  not  use  it 
so  Well;  and  for  this  he  was  blistered  on 
the  hip,  without  benefit 

The  cinmmstanees  of  tirfs  case,  the  in- 
flammntion  and  thickening  of  the  perioa. 
teniii  of  (lif  troibTTitcr,  the  nodes  proceed- 
ing to  Nuj)]>urutina  of  the  frontal  and 
parietal  bones,  with  the  history  given  hy 
the  ]intient,  pointi d  elearly  enough  to  a 
venereal  origin.    'Hie  nodes,  indeed,  exist- 
ed as  an  independent  hYm])tom  of  a  consti- 
tutional taiut;  thcj  wefe  not  accompanied, 
and,  what  is  more  rare,  had  not  been  pre 
ceded,  by  any  ulceration  of  the  throat  or 
affection  of  tne  skin.  Bat  there  was  one  af. 
fection  which  mav  be  considered  as  con- 
i><<  ting  that  of  t'he  bones  with  the  pri- 
mary sore — that  is,  the  swelling  of  the 
testicles.  It  is  true,  that  thu  took  place  a 
year  previous  to  the  first  appearance  of  dis 
ease  of  the  periosteum,  and  that  the  pri 
mary  local  affection  is  represented  as  hav- 
ing occurred  six  years  antecedent  to  that 
of  th"  f("^ti<  li  s,  so  th;)t  bv  some  thcv  may 
nut  be  considered  as  lonuing  a  chaiin  of 
diseased  actions  arising  ttam  the  same 
source;  T  mean,  that  it  would  be  denied 
by  some  that  the  di.sea*'.<-  of  the  hone  and 
that  of  the  testicle  could  have  arisen  from 
a  taint  received  into  the  constitution  so  far 
hack  in  the  one  as  seven,  the  other  six 
years  previously,  l^ow  without  i)cing  very 
credulous  as  to  the  accounts  given  by  pa- 
tients upon  the  snhjcct  of  venereal  aAe* 
tiori<5,  T  confess  T  see  no  particular  reascm 
fur  disbelieving  that  of  this  man.   He  did 
not  dfelare  that  he  neftr  had  any  primary 
sore,  but  at  once  acknowledged  that  he  had 
had,  and  ^vhcTi  ;  and  cross  examination 
did  not  ia^alidute  hts  original  htutement. 
Upon  the  general  nuestton  too,  as  to  the 
length  of  time  which  may  elapse  between 

frimary  and  secondary  venereal  symptoms, 
am  disposed  to  believe  that  it  may,  in 
some  instances,  very  conddnahhr  exceed 
that  which  is  usually  allowed.  Many  sur- 
geons uf  tlie  present  day  will  not  grant 
yon  mom  than  a  year.  I  think  it  may,  in 
some  rare  cases,  extend  to  several,  and  T 
cannot  specify  the  preci;**  limit  1)ey«md 
which  we  are  to  .say  that  a  particular 
symptom  cannot  be  considcnd  as  syphlli. 
tic,  and  within  which  it  may.  I  cannot 
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deny  the  posBibOitj  of  the  nmlct  in  tliii 

iiulividual  case  )iaving  aiitan  from  the 
chancre  whidi  ezittM  Mven  jnn  pi*. 

viously. 

Hm  tiwtomt  dfltermlMd  upon  wss  to 

jfive  mercury  cautiously,  to  produce  its  ef- 
fect upon  the  system,  and  keep  up  the  action 
for  some  time;  to  combine  with  it  sarsa- 
puilla;  to  le«?e  the  nodes  on  the  head 
untouched,  was  to  take  the  chance  of  thoir 
fluid  contents  becoming  absorbed. 

Feb.  6th. — PiL  Hjdraig.  g.  x.  nocte, 
gr.  ▼.  mute. 

12th. — Mouth  affected;  some  dischaigs 
of  saliva;  pain  of  trochanter  relieved. 

Omit  the  pillt;  let  iiim  have  a  nliiie 

ai>ericnt. 

14tfa.  —  General  swelling  of  the  scalp, 

more  especially  of  the  forehead,  where  the 
skin  is  red  and  shininj?-;  slight  efl'usi»»n 
into  the  eye  lids.    Has  been  freely  purpled. 

Saline  drauf^ht,  with  four  grains  of  Car- 
bonate of  Ammonia,  and  lix  dnf§ 
Tinet.  Opiit  creiy  torn  haan, 

1  .>th.— Much  dcbili^.  Sone  beik  added 

to  each  draught. 

lyth. — Er}'sipclas  has  ceased. 

Rerame  the  PiL  Hydr.  gr.  r.  o.  a. 

SSd. — Vit  Hydr.  gr.  t.  maae  e(  respere ; 

half- diet. 

27tli.  — Mouth  tender ;  pain  of  trochan- 
ter has  ceased.  The  soft  fluctuating  swell- 
ingi  on  the  forehead  are  nanifteaj  less ; 
that  beneath  the  eye -brow  has  receded. 
One  of  those  on  the  top  of  the  hca*l  broke 
about  a  furtnigkt  -i^ro,  and  disphaiKcd  a 
thin,  glairy,  pimTc  m  fluid ;  a  proheintro- 
dutfd  at  the  a|M.Tture  in  the  skin  discf)ver- 
ed  bare  bone.  This  still  weeps,  but  the 
bone  cannot  now  he  idL  • 

PfL  Hvdr.  gr.  aoete;  Decoct  Sana- 
parilbe,  $,f^  Eztr.  Sanapb  Jis.  hia 

die. 

March  24th. — The  same  remedies  hare 
been  ooatiaaed  ttnee  laet  report;  the 
gams  have  been  kept  tender,  to  shew 
the  influence  of  the  mcrcurj'.  The  soft 
swellings  on  the  frontal  bone  have  been 
giadaafiy  removed  by  absorption,  and  the 
whole  forihc-ad  haj*  now  a  uniform  firm 
feel.  The  second  swelling  on  the  top  of 
the  head  broke  and  discharged  for  a  few 
days,  bat  the  a]H>rture  has  now  been  closed 
Ibr  a  wtt  k.  That  of  the  other,  w  hich  first 
garc  way,  has  been  healed  these  three 
weehi,  learhifr  a  slight  depressioa  at  the 
part.    The  man  is  gaining  flesh. 

April  I.ith. — The  pill  rind  «>nrsaparilla 
have  been  amtinued  until  {his  day.  The 
patient  has  got  etout  and  strong;  and  in. 
stead  of  being  wan,  his  complexion  is  now 
florid.  To  be  made  an  out-patient,  but  to 
lake  flfe  grtim  of  pit  hydr.  each  aight 
fbr  the  next  fortaignt 


This  case  sfaefrs  the  propriety  of  not 
Bieddling  with  nodes  when  ihtf  have  ad. 

vaneed  to  snppnration,  unless  some  stn>ng 
reason  calls  for  iL  There  was  no  |>ain  in 
this  ease,  calling  for  division  of  the  perioa. 
trum,  and  evacuation  of  the  fluid  conteata 
of  theswelling.  Possibly  if  tlmseon  the  fore, 
head  had  been  punctured,  tliey  might  liave 

EroceededasfkTourablyasdidtbetwoea  iIm 
airy  scalp  r>'hich  broke  spontaneously; 
but  they  could  not  have  terminated  more 
filToarably  than  they  did,  and  we  should 
have  had  the  disadvantage  of  eeais  or 
murks  on  the  forehead. 

>V  hat  occurred  on  the  top  of  the  head, 
diews  that  the  esdstence  of  bare  bone  doea 
dow  not  necessarily  entail  exfoliation  in 
thene  cases,  but  that  the  aperUue  may  heal 
without  this  taking  place. 
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1.1.  s.w. 

Except  t)u-  '^Ut  uud  22d,  cloudy, with  frc^cat 
rain. 

Bala  fklka,  '176  of  an  loch. 

Cbarlbs  HsNar  AoAin. 

ERR  AT  I'M. 

In  onr  acoovnt,  in  last  Nninber,  of  the 
saWriptions  advertited  in  the  Ttma  for  tlMS 
Gower.  Street  Hospital,  tbe  total  amoaaH 
of  anntml  rnntribiitions  oui^ht  to  have  been 
stated  to  be  ticciiw,  not  nitu  guiDeas.  One 
yearly  snbaeriptiMi  of  fhroe  guiaca 
cscaiK-d  our  notice. 

W.  Wtuoir,  Pf  laltr,  V,  8klaacr>aiiM^ 
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LBCTUBC8 

THEOBT  AND  PRACTICE  OP 
HEDICDfE; 

iir  Da.  Lu^joTsoN. 
DISEASES  OF  THE  CHEST. 

FERIBNBUMONId, 

HaTliro  eondoM  the  sabject  nf  in- 

flammntion  of  the  air  fnhrv,  J  shall  now 
priATccd  u>  speak  of  inrtaimnation  of  the 

A  lanje  number  of  caws  of  inflamma- 
tion  of  the  !uni;s  are  considered  to  bf  in- 
flammation  ol"  the  substance  of  that  organ, 
bat  thev  arc  in  fact  nothing  more  than 
bronchiti"^.  R%  Tzt  the  :^rri\*r^r  nnmber  of 
instaoces  that  we  see  of  inflammation  of 
the  lungs,  to  not  intfaumnntion  either  of 
the  air  cells  or  the  cellular  membrane,  but 
inflammation  of  the  bronchial  tnhe*i;  oe- 
casioualJjr,  however,  we  have  inflamma- 
tion, a«  it  would  appear,  af  'die  sir  eells 
thems«Ive«.  Thi<i,  properly  speaking,  is 
p<ripneummtHt»  The  term  pneumonia  in  the 
name  given  to  any  inflammation  within 
tiie  chest,  even  to  Htflawmafien  ofdieheut 
and  pericartJitim  ;  but  the  word  periftmi. 
monin  is  more  properlj  applied  to  iafltm* 
ontiMi  filher  of  tfie  air  cella,  or  the  eeL 
lalar  membrane  around  them,  whScherer 
it  may  ^x*  \  liare  no  doubt,  however, 
Uiat  the  iuti^jiimatiuo  is  intlauiniati<  '* 
tfaenircvUs  themselves,  and  it  is  in  u.  .> 
point  of  view  is  which  I  shall  sow  spoitf 
<»riL 

Gtmrmt  Stimpt(m»,'-~The  eommon  well- 
known  symptoms  of  this  diMaut,  those 
which  are  discernible  without  the  aid  of 
the  car,  are  veiy  much  like  tliose  of  br<L>u. 
diitis*  Then  is  pyrexia,  general  ferer- 
iflhness;  i«pi4ily  of  icspiiatioB  j  shaUow. 


sees  of  respiration  ;  cosght  and  expecto. 

ration.  In  hn  rrJiitis,  you  will  recollect, 
I  mentioned  that  there  is  a  seasc  of  con- 
striction In  the  ftont  of  the  chest,  a  sote- 
rtc*:';  ^imrtrmr^  pretty  considerable  in 
coughing;  whereas  in  peripnetuuouia,  if 
there  be  an?  thing,  there  is  rather  a  deep- 
teated  dull  pain,  and  this  is  soraetinwe 
confined  to  one  «i">t,  vet  f'  r  th*'  most 
part  this  duU  UDea&inetis  is  pretty  much 
oifvied,  and.  Indeed,  la  freqnently  ao  very 
slififht  that  a  (liat:nosi<«  cannot  l>e  tiniver- 
fially  made  from  it.  Then  the  dyspnoea, 
if  people  lie  still,  is  by  many  persons 
scarcely  complained  of  any  nore  than  it 
is  in  br  'ni^hiti';.  Some  persons  labouring 
onder  bronchitis  will  not  allow  that  they 
havndiffcnlty  of  braatfaing,  neither  wlO 
they  in  peripneumonia.  Jtist  as  in  bron- 
chitis, there  is  frequently  violent  coutfh, 
but  feometimes  there  i^  liearcely  any  ;  the 
cough  is  isAwnent  and  aolt  There  is, 
hmvfrer,  according:  to  LaJ^nnc''  n  deci'led 
diflerence  in  reaard  to  the  expectoration ; 
he  ooBsidors  tnat  the  expoctomtlon  is 
peripmiiuinnia  is  a  pathognooMnie  dls. 
tinctton,  and  points  out  the  nature  of  the 
disease.  He  says,  when  in  this  discajse 
the  spats  sie  received  into  s  list  sad  o{)en 
ve«sscl,  they  niii<ht  unite  into  w*  vi<%cidand 
tenacious  a  miaji«s  that  we  may  turn  it  up- 
side down,  even  wben  full,  without  the 
ipnta  being  detached,  althongh  they  nay 
partially  hansf  from  the  vessel's  mondi; 
but  the  gmtt  bulk  still  sticks  to  the  vesiri. 
Their  tenacity,  he  ssys,  is  tnefa  thst  it 
makes  them  vibrate  like  much  jelly ; 
and  the  ttnacity  pn  vent"*  the  air  bubbles, 
which  are  in  (^reut  nuiuber^tiu  this  kiud 
of  sputa,  aii<l  Mtnu-timee  veiyisigey  from 
break  ill-:  '11,'  jir  f!  not  escape,  but 
forms  bubbiea,  and  be  ihey  small  or  large, 
for  the  most  part  they  rensln. 

I  cannot  confirm  or  dhprure  Laennec*s 
asserti^in  firtm  my  ^*wn  obsen  atirms ;  but 
I  think  all  will  allow  that  we  must  look 
byroad  the  sa  well  sa  beyond  the 
gfncisl  iTiB^lona^  tor  as  acvazMe  diag. 

K 
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uosis  of  this  disease;  fur  Lot-ancc  allows 
that  the  sputa  are  firoqaentlT  not  so  viscid 
as  all  ihi^;  he  allows  that  (requentlv  thev 
are  of  some  nliadc  of  red  or  ffreeii,  tnouga 
for  the  im>st  part  they  arc  but  little  co- 
loured ;  and  he  allows  that  frequently  they 
are  almost  destitute  of  air  bnbhlt  ^  fre 
quently  a  mass  of  mere  mucus  or  iiiuii  tnu.s 
secretion,  and  a  few  glutinous, with  sliglitly 
tawny  portions,  T  cannot,  tlu  refore,  but 
tliink,  a«<  he  allows  all  this,  that  we  nti^^ht 
not  at  all  to  depend  upon  the  .si)iita  fur  a 
diaj^no^is.  Indeed,  when  the  charac  tcristic 
xjnita  <!(»  orcnr,  tht  v  continually  do,  it  is 
very  often  only  at  tiie  onset  of  the  disease, 
only  for  a  few  hours,  and  even  then  aome- 
tinesonly  in  so  smalla  quantity  as  scarcely 
to  admit  of  being  collected. 

The  pathognomonic  signs  of  this  dis- 
ease are  acquirable  by  the  ear  only ;  but 
before  considering  tlu  in  it  will  be  ncces. 
sary  to  trace  the  app  arances  after  death 
in  that  region,  and  the  suecessiun  of  Uie 
changes.  This  is  an  opposite  course  to 
ivlint  we  u«;nnlly  adopt:  generally-  wc 
speak  of  post  mortem  appearances  when  the 
symptoms  are  done  with,  but  bere  it  is 
necessary  to  reverse  the  order,  for  tba 
<;yniptoms  are  in  accordance  with  the  un- 
natural changes. 

AppearaHceiintluFirU  Sta^e.—ln  this  stage 
of  inflammation  of  the  air  cells,  the  lunij 
merely  sulfers  an  accumulation  of  blood, 
so  that  it  becomes  more  solid  and  heavier 
than  usual ;  it  looks  livid  externally,  and 
retains  the  imprr'^vjon  of  the  fincfcrs,  like 
an  oedematous  limb.  On  cutting  into  it, 
it  is  found  to  be  of  a  decni  blood  colour, 
and  n  plete  with  ftothy,  bloody  fluid;  but 
still  the  hinj^  is  spnnifv,  still*  it  crackles 
under  lite  fingers.  This  i!>  a  Htage  in  which 
after  death  you  will  And  notmog  bat  an 
accumulation  of  blood  and  scrum. 

As  the  lung  crackles  after  death,  as  it 
contains  air  to  the  reiy  last,  ^ou  will  ex- 
pect to  hear  In  these  particular  parts 
during  life  the  murmur  of  respiration,  and 
that  is  the  case ;  and  as  air  is  admitted, 
you  will  expect  to  hear  on  percussion  the 
uVual  hollow  siMind  on  the  chest,  and  that 
likewise  is  tiic  case.  Rnt  the  murmur 
whitli  you  hear  when  the  inflam»iali<*u 
has  onlv  reached  the  first  stage  in  that 
partienfar  part,  is  accompanied  even  from 
the  very  iirst  moment  of  the  attack  with  a 
cracbting  sound.  You  have  not  the  ordinary 
murmur  of  respiration,  but  it  tal;es  place 
with  a  rrqiitou^  ratlff,  as  it  is  called,  or,  if 
you  please,  a  crcpiious  respiration.  It 
gives  you  the  idea  of  numerous  minut^ 
HTid  almost  dry  bubbles,  and  yon  hear 
this  dry  crackling  the  more  decidedly  the 
nearer  the  inflammatory  spot  seems  to  be 
to  the  surface;  and  those  who  hnve  em- 
ployed their  ears  frequently,  can  flfom 


practice  tell  the  exact  depth  of  the  in. 
flammation,  from  the  loudnew  of  the 
rracklinc:  'I'hc  rtearcr  the  disease  is  lo 
the  surface  the  louder  it  is  heard. 

Seemd  Stage,-^HfpatiuUioH. — When  the 
inflammation  has  become  more  intenssv 
the  Innci'S  arc  heavy,  and  ihcv  ln-rome 
so  firm  as  to  rescmbic  iivcr,  and  on 
this  account  the  term  hqyatmUmi  has 
been  applied  to  this  state,  but  really,  I 
must  say,  very  abvunlly.  The  hmgs  are 
not  changed  into  liver;  if  they  were,  it 
wonld  be  hepatization ;  bat  if  thty  onlj 
remain  a-s  solid  a<=  liver,  something  like 
liver,  it  is  an  improper  word.  Byoesi. 
flcation,  we  mean  an  absolnte  conversioa 
to  bone,  and  by  hepatization  we  onght  to 
mean  a  conversion  into  liver.  Ifathire 
is  to  be  named  in  this  way,  because  ii  i!» 
only  like  another,  stnunge  words  might  be 
applied  to  every  thin^^.  Hepatization 
merely  means  that  the  lungs  have  become 
as  so  lid  as  liver;  and  Andral  proposes 
another  term,  toUdifcaiion^  which  1  think 
better.  If  tlie  Innu-s  have  beooma  aolid, 
solidification  is  a  correct  term. 

Now  in  tills  state,  where  flw  Ini^  baa 
become  so  solidified,  it  will  not  crackle 
TinfhT  the  finger— it  has  evidently  become 
impervious  to  the  air.  If  you  cut  it, 
squeese  it,  and  scrape  it,  very  little  fluid 
escapes  fr()ni  it,  and  what  docs  escape  \^ 
not  frothy,  neither  is  it  so  thin  as  that 
which  escapes  in  the  first  sta^.  I  pre- 
sume that  in  these  cases  there  is  more  or 
less  fibrine  •  H'nsed  or  deposited,  and  that 
is  the  explanation  of  the  solidity,  the 
want  of  air,  and  the  want  of  frothy  fluid. 

When  the  lung  has  fallen  into  this  coa- 
ditiim,  you  may  presume  what  the  svtnp 
toms  are.    On  striking  that  part  of  liie 
chest  where  the  lung  mu  become  so  aolid, 
you  of  course  cannot  have  a  hcdiow  S4»\md. 
There  is  no  air  there,  as  usual,  no  room  fur 
it,  but  a  solid  nuMs,  and  on  striking  over 
it  ytin  have  the  same  dead  sound  as  if  yon 
slrnck  over  the  liver.    On  listening  t»>  the 
part,  as  it  contains  no  air  you  of  course  can> 
not  have  the  respiratory  murmur,  and  linr- 
ing  no  murmur  there  is  no  re.sj)iration — you 
cannot  hear  crepitons  rattle.    In  the  first 
instance  you  have ercpjtt>us  rattle,  bt.'C£iu>« 
there  is  a  thin  fluid  in  tbe  air  cells; 
but  here  there  is  no  thin  fluid    ir»  the 
cells — they  arc  all  solidified,  and  therefore 
there  is  no  crepitons  respiration.   If,  how. 
ever,  the  part  happen  to  be  situated  near  a 
larije  bronchial  tube,  you  will  hear  the 
patient's  voice  there,  on  account  of  solids 
oeing  better  conductors  of  sound  tluai 
aerirt»rm  bodice. 

Third  Uta^e.— Before  death,  however,  a 
still  fur^er  change  will  take  place.  In 
flammation  of  the  lungs  tends  to  suppu 
ration,  and  at  an  advanced  pertod  a  tfaofd 
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•ttg0  ooeofi;  bat  there  is  this  peculiarity 

in  «nppiimtinn  of  the  Iuni?s  — tlic  pus  is  d'lf 
fused,  aud  not  collected  into  aii  absicesii. 
Alter  the  teeond  stagre,  when  the  third  be. 
pns,  the  hug  is  as  hard  as  before,  but  it 
becomes  yellowish,  or  of  a  straw  colour. 
When  the  pus  is  first  funned  in  a  small 
Quantity,  there  is  quite  nilBeieiittoehanf^ 
tne  colour  of  the  lung;  but  after  a  little 
time  the  pus  becomes  more  abundant,  the 
long  b^mes  soft,  and  will  yield  to  the 
point  of  the  finger. 

In  tin 5?  stage,  just  as  in  the  second,  there 
is  no  hollow  sound  on  striking  the  chest, 
ndther  la  there  any  respiratoiy  mmniar, 
but  a  loud  mucous  rattle — that  rattle 
which  I  stated  you  mav  ]?nve  an  iden  of, 
b?  recoUectiug  the  &oun<l  occasioned  hy 
air  passing  through  soap-suds.  The  mu- 
cous rattle  is  hoard  in  thi'  broiirliia\  (  itlier 
Irom  some  of  the  nun  going  into  them,  or 
Wk  feentton  from  tbelr  own  membranes. 

Abiee$te$  in  the  LungM. — Should,  however, 
an  abscess  bo  formed,  should  the  pus  he 
collected  into  a  mai«s,  a  characteristic 
symptooi  will  be  heard,  such  as  I  shall 
mention  under  The  head  of  phthisis.  Hut 
euch  flUQ  occurrence  is  extremely  rare :  I 
do  not  recollect  above  ivnce  seeing  an  ab- 
aeew  in  the  lungs,  great  or  small,  resulting 
from  inflammation,  and  when  I  did  see 
them  they  were  nuall  and  fall,  aud  just 
as  likely  to  be  the  reenit  of  a  few  distinct 
tiiWrcles,  which  had  existed  in  the  lungs 
previously  to  the  inflammation,  as  of  jn- 
ilaumation  itself.     Some   pcrnons  will 
have  an  odd  tubercle  or  two  formed  In  the 
lungs,  without  inflammation— that  ^yr  sec 
continually — and  these  may  suppurate, 
and  aa  absean  be  formed,  and  if  the  lung 
ftU  into  a  state  of  inflammation,  the  soli* 
tary  abscess  may  be  ascribed  to  inflamma 
tioD.    So  rarely  i&  it  the  result  of  common 
inflaimnatiOQ  of  tbe  long,  that  f  hare 
only  seen  if,  I  am  sure,  once  or  twice,  and 
then  I  cannot  be  certain  that  it  ^>asthe 
result  of  inflammation,  and  not  ilic  result 
of  pievlotts  tubercles.   IVlien  abscesses  do 
ocnir  in  the  lung,  I  nm  satisfied  that 
JLaennec  is  right  in  asserting  that  they  are 
ahMMt  alwayt  occasioned  by  the  softanlng 
of  tubercular  deposition,  the  softening  of 
flcrofuloas  deposit.    Amonii:  several  hnn- 
drcil  diis.<>ectious  of  uenpiieumonic  sub- 
jects, says  Laennec,  I  have  not  met  with  a 
collection  nfpus  in  an  inflamed  lungmore 
than  hf  e  or  »ix  times.   These  were  not  of 
large  exttot,  nor  nmnenras  in  the  same 
inng.    Even  Bronssais,  to  whom  Laennec 
was  in  manypoint^'  indebted,  declares  tliat 
he  never  saw  ulceration  in  the  lungs,  with, 
oat  toberdeiynKMe  dian  once,  and  then  the 
inflainmation  rc^nltrd  fVom  a  musket  hnll, 
which  was  tautamouat  to  a  tubercle.  I'he 
reason  assigned  hy  Laennec  for  the  circum- 


stance is,  that  the  disease  is  cared  by  art, 
or  clcstrays  life  before  it  proceeds  to  the 
leugUi  of  destroying  the  pulmonary  tissue; 
that  death  takee  place  before  the  disease 
advances  so  far  as  for  matter  to  be  formed 
in  the  lunn:  iti  aii  nh^erss.  Tin's  disca«c  Is 
frequently  latai  wiien  it  is  nut  of  great  eX/> 
tent,  when  it  has  not  passed  the  first  of  the 
three  stages  to  which  1  hare  alluded. 

The  first  and  the  second  of  these  stages 
are  frequently  seen  in  diflercnt  parts  of  the 
same  lung,  and  yon  maj  evenjKe  the  third 
ntviirv.  Yon  observe  one  itage  going  into 
another. 

It  is  rerf  renarkable  (hat  in  the  greater 

number  of  instances  the  inflammation  com- 
mences at  the  lower  parT  nf  tlx-  nr!,'^!!,  and 
It  may  not  extend  iiiglier^  and  wlnn  ilie 
disease  has  advanced,  it  is  consequently  in 
llie  lower  part  that  the  second  or  third 
stage  is  generally  found,  while  higher  up 
the  disease  may  only  be  in  the  first  stage, 
or  be  entirely  absent.  The  right  lung,  it 
has  been  asserted,  is  more  fretiuently  af- 
fected  than  the  left:  of  that  I  ca'anot 
speak,  bat  I  ean  speak  to  the  tmei  of  In- 
flammation, in  an  infinitely  greater  nuniher 
of  instances,  Ixginning  at  the  lower  part 
of  Uie  organ  tlian  higher  up.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  menbianes  of  the  air 
cells,  and  not  the  surrounding  cellular 
tissue,  is  the  seat  of  the  disease.  In  the 
eeeond  stage  of  the  disease,  when  the  long 
is  soIidiKe<l,  but  still  red,  if  the  structure 
be  rut  or  torn,  instead  of  the  natural  ap 
nearancc  of  the  cells,  the  influuied  part 
lias  minnte  grannies,  round  or  oral, 
correK^KMiding  exactly  with  the  appear* 
auee  wliich  the  air  cells  would  give,  if 
filled  with  a  tcnacions  flnid,  and  solidi- 
fied; and,  indeed,  Louis  found  that,  by 
forcing  fluid  into  the  bronehi.T,  the  «-nine 
granular  appettmnce  might  be  produced 
by  art,  and  therefore  fnis  granular  ap- 
pearani'c  clearly  arises  from  the  air  cells 
being  filled  with  the  same  tenacious  fliiiit 
The  crcpitous  or  crackling  rattle  also  hhe»  s, 
I  think,  the  same  thing,  for  it  is  heard 
in  an  other  afleelion,  in  which  tliis  thick 
fluid  evidently  exists  in  the  air  cells.  In 
hemoptysis,  when  bleeding  takes  place  in 
the  air  cells,  the  same  sound  is  heard  as  in 
peripneumonia.  Now  in  h.vmojjtysis  this 
must  arise  from  liiile  bubbles  snapping 
and  eraeking  through  this  fluid,  and  as 
the  same  sound  precise  ly  is  heard  in  pe. 
ripneumonia,  I  tnink  it  is  a  strong  aiga. 
meat  to  prove  that  the  air  celb  are  af- 
fected by  the  disease,  more  especially  when 
we  see  thaf  a  certain  peculiar  fluid  is  spit 
up  in  tlie  ailcction. 

Those  rare  cases  of  inflammatitm  of  the 
Inncs  v\  liieh  eud  in  tltf  existence  of  al)seps<>, 
are  marked  by  the  same  auscultatorv  phe- 
nomena as  occur  when  there  is  a  phtossical 
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excavation.  You  hear  the  sound  come 
through  the  tube;  and  when  the  patient 
brcnthes  then'  is  tlio  «-<>niul  of  a  cnvity,  ami 
tliere  is  a  metallic  tinkiini^,  of  w  hich  I  shall 
hstetSler  tpeak^a  noUe  m  if  »  bell  were 
■track  with  the  point  of  a  pin,  or  fome. 
thinpr  very  fine. 

inper$c  yrogreu  of  the  $ta£t%,  tehen  the  Affec- 
tion  U  remedied. — Now  if,  by  art,  the  disease 
be  reiiicdicd— if  the  inflniniirati  ii  yit-lJ — 
of  course  the  lung  goes  through  the  same, 
stages  as  before,  bnt  Inversely — ^the  third 
stage  comes  to  the  second,  and  the  second 
to  the  first  ;  -au'\  it  is  found  tlitit  tlu-  signs, 
audibly  notice*!  by  the  ear,  go  ihrough  the 
very  same  inverted  course:  the  aoaenitatory 
jibfuotnt-na  heard  in  the  second  stage  dis- 
appear, and  those  whieh  occurred  in  the 
first  stage  are  heard  attain.  Nothing  is 
mofe  Interesting,  certainly,  than  to  trace 
the  rcrersed  order  of  lli<"  changes  here. 
tSuppose  the  disease  has  only  gone  into  the 
first  stage,  yon  hear  the  hollow  sound  on 
striking  as  in  health,  and,  on  listening, 
vmi  hear  crepitotis  nittl«\  nnd  even  crack- 
ling.  You  cure  the  ])aiient ;  and,  he  is 
being  enred,the  crepitous  rattle  deoUaet— 
ir  b(  roiiK  fnititrr  and  fainter  eveiy  day— 
aud  iiii^tead  uf  that  you  have  the  natural 
murmur  of  respiration  more  and  more  dli- 
tinet.  Suppose  the  second  stage  has  been 
reached,  and  yon  fire  «incccssful;  in  that 
case  tlie  want  of  a  liuilt>w  sound,  on  strik- 
ing the  chest,  gives  way,  and  you  hear  by 
degrees  a  little  hollowness  of  sound — autl 
you  hear  it  more  and  more  every  day,  till 
that  side  of  the  chest  sounds  as  noUow  as 
tlie  other.  The  respiration  had  ceased  from 
tile  luntr**  havinif  hccomc  snlid ;  bnt  yon 
hear  a  little  crcpitous  rattle  increasing 
every  da^  tiU  you  hear  it  as  distinct  as 
in  Uie  hrst  stage ;  and  then,  having  ar. 
rived  at  the  first  ntatje,  the  disea<;e  j)as<;es 
through  that  entirely  ^  you  hear  the  crepi- 
toue  rattle  decline,  and  you  have  uo 
nntiirnl  rr^jpirutory  murmur  becoming 
more  and  more  distinct.  I  mentioned 
that,  in  the  third  stage,  you  still  have  no 
hollow  sound,  hilt  you  have  a  mucous 
rattle,  jfenerally  frnm  the  entrance  of  ]>u'? 
into  the  bronchial  tubes.  This  declines  by 
degrees,  if  the  patient  get  better,  and  then 
you  gra'lually  hear  a  crepitous  rattle,  from 
the  cells  losini^  a  i)art  of  their  viscid  c«»n- 
tents,  so  that  they  a^aiu  admit  a  portion 
of  air.  The  chest' then  regains  its  hollow 
SOnnd  on  «ttrikinj,',  and  at  la<;t  the  crepitous 
rattle  declines.  Anatomical  examination 
shews  the  diaages  of  the  nart  to  be  pre- 
cisely correspondent  with  tnese  ausculta- 
tory phenomena.  When  the  first  stage  i*? 
recovered  from,  tiic  lung  is  found  to  grow 
less  red,  less  tuigid.  Supposing  the  pa- 
tient dies  fr<ini  intense  inflammation  of 
one  part  of  the  lungs,  there  is  a  lower 


degree  in  another  part,  and  yon  find  that 
is  only  in  the  first  stage;  mit  you  are 

rtill  able  tn  make  your  ooservation^i  thfre. 
You  find  perhaps  that  you  have  cared  the 
infiammatlou  at  that  one  spot — that  reepi. 
ration  is  heanl  there  more  and  more,  whtla 
in  another  jiart  it  is  heard  less  and  less; 
bnt  the  puticnt  dies,  and,  by  examining  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  lungs  after  death,  and 
havini:  Hsteni  d  to  them  through  life,  to\i 
arc  able  to  trace  the  changes.  When  the 
inflammation  of  the  third  stage  is  bdnjr 
covered  from,  the  Inner  hecomes  leastumd; 
and  when  the  second  stage  is  being  rerorer- 
ed  from,  back  to  the  lirst,  the  colour  alM> 
becomes  less  intense ;  the  texture  beeones 
Kofter;  the  weight  deeren'^  ^ ;  The  ort^an,  <mi 
comparison,  affonis  more  fluid;  the  lluu! 
becomes  more  and  more  of  a  frothy  charat-- 
ter;  and  the  granular  appearance  dcclinca: 
In  the  second  stage,  1  mentinne*!  there  was 
a  considerable  granular  aDpearanee;  now 
this  granular  appearance  oedines,  and  Ibe 
vesicular  character  of  the  lung  retama. 
When  the  third  stage  is  recovered  from,  the 
yellow  colour  becomes  lighter  and  lighter  ; 
the  pus  becomes  more  aqueous,  less  thick, 
and  at  length  it  becomes  frothy,  nr  r!  rl  v 
accumulations  of  pus  arc  reduced  to  mere 
specks;  the  vesicular  appearance  returns; 
tlie  lung  crroitates,  and  at  length  grows 
natural;  ami  the  lifMe  serous  i&filtratioB 
that  there  was  is  absorbed. 

Iwtpmimw  o/*  alttnding  t»  tht  ifusmikeMre 
Phi'iomenn. — Noti:\'ithstandinjj  cases  of  pe- 
ri pnennionia  are  every  day  recognised,  and 
tlie  amendment  or  exaftperatiun  of  the  dis 
ease  is  aseertained  by  praetltioiieri  whe 
never  employ  their  ears— n-^  thouci:h  natr.rr' 
had  given  us  ears  to  be  used  on  every  occs 
sion  except  when  we  are  practisiTig  our 
profession  ^although  the  disease  has  hern 
well  known,  and  increased  intensity  or  im 
provement  ai>ccrtained  very  well  without 
Idle  aid  of  the  ear,  yet  the  observsttioB  mt 
the  ausenltatory  sitpis  in  thetliree  stnir<^  ' 
peripneumonia  is  sometimes  ukore  thin  .1 
philosophical  observation— more  than  ^> 
intellectual  gratification.    Many  ea**^  of 
inflnminntinn  of  the  Iung«,  I  kim'^x  ,  i  .1- 
been  overlooked  in  the  midst  of  other  iix*- 
eases,  or  have  been  totally  mtstalren.  It  ii 
in  vain  for  those  who  obstinately  retVoMtts 
avail  themselves  of  the  mean??  jfiTen  usbr 
nature  in  the  sense  of  hearing  Ut  lenru  the 
phenomena  of  disease,  to  assert  tluit  thrr 
can  form  an  arcTirntc  diai^nosis  on  a!I  ^  - 
casions;  becau.se  tlie»e  jiersons  arc  lament 
i  ng  that  medical  evideaee  is  uneertaiii,  m»L 
to  my  certain  knowledge,  they  drt  perpr 
tually  mistake  di'ieaws  of  the  luniks  fordi* 
eau^  of  the  heart,  and  diseases  4«f  the  bfAf 
for  <liseascs  of  the  lungs;  and  in  tbo  w/fce 
tion  before  us,  i>eri  pneumonia,  if  it  so  J 
denly  supervene  dui^ig  a  chrouic  aJfortio'-. 
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of  the  vhvst,  they  continually  aRrrn>o  the 
»)  niutouiji  to  effusion,  to  pkuritis,  to  dransj 
of  tlie  chest  eominic  on,  or  looiethinsr  else, 
linvincr  no  idea  whate  ver  of  the  real  disease. 
J  a  phthi.si8,  an  aggravation  of  the  dyspnoea, 
unattended  bv  pain,  is  rery  common, 
And  is  ascribed  to  an  eflniion  into  the  chest, 
or  the  bronchitp,  or  the  siibstanee  of  the 
lungs ;  and  in  chronic  bronchitis  it  is  as. 
crifed  to  an  attack  of  spttsmodic  asthma; 
wht  u  tlicsiiuph-  (rouble  of  listening  to  the 
lungs  would  !>hew  crepitous  rattle,  and  that 
the  di&cuUy  of  breathing  arose  from  the 
presenoe  of  peripneumonia.  In  various 
fevers,  cmptire  and  simple,  in  simple  dysp- 
noea, without  pain,  during  an  attack  of 
rheumatism  and  of  gout,  ]>eripnemnoma  is 
continually  orerlooked ;  and  mxmo  surgeons 
have  stated,  that,  after  severe  wounds  and 
operations  peripneumonia  will  occur  io 
the  most  insidious  manner,  and  not  be  dis- 
covered till  all  poNsihil i  ty  nf  remedy  is  over. 
•Surgeons  have  lont  patients  under  opera- 
tions, after  having  suffered  severe  accidents, 
without  knowing  why;  and,  after  death, 
they  liavp  dfsei>vered  that  the  lungs  hnvo 
been  iiilioiueU.  This  is  a  lac  t  that  rou  w  ill 
find  mentioned  in  many  snigical  books. 
All  this  inisehief  w  ill  he  prevented  by  ex- 
Ainining  the  chest  witli  the  ear  in  every  in- 
Atauce  of  dyspnoea  w  hatever, — w  here  there 
«re  no  poctonU  syuiptoius  at  all — no  signs 
«»f  any  morl^id  affec  tion  of  the  chest, — out 
'where  pectoral  complaints  are  likely  to  su- 
|»enrene.  'Pins  mmy  be  avoided  by  exam  in- 
rag  the  eh  est  from  time  to  time,  exactly  as 
we  feel  it  tu  be  our  duty,  on  itther  occa- 
sioii.o,  to  aM.ertain  not  only  tlic  state  of  af- 
iected  parts,  bat  the  state  of  tho  head,,  and 
«f  tlie  abdomen. 

Okws  — As  to  the  causes  of  this  disrtise, 
they  are  those  of  any  other  inilamtuation. 
I  did  not  speak  of  the  causes  of  brondiitis, 
becau.sc  in  iKJth  di  rases  they  or(  thr  same. 
Cold  is  a  oomuitui  cause ;  vici5.<iitudes  of 
temperature;  cold  and  heat,  applied  in  the 
war  which  I  mentioned  when  speaking  of 
inflammation,  ll^tli  hroiiehitis  and  perip- 
ucumonia  Kupcrvciic  on  other  affections  of 
the  chest  It  is  common,  in  diseases  of  the 
heart,  for  person.s  io  he  seized  \\  itli  one  or 
the  other,  eitlier  in  an  acute  or  ehrouic 
form.  Nothiug  is  more  common  than  to 
»ec  bronchitis  and  peripneumonia  united 
V  ith  fli^i  rr<(  s  of  the  heart  nnd  pericardium  ; 
and  so  nothing  is  more  common,  in  diseases 
•f  the  lungs,  than  to  see  these  affiBctions. 
In  phthisis  we  hare  bronchitis,  acute  and 
chronic,  and  peripnewmoiiin  ;  nnd  so  in 
crvry  other  disease  uf  Uie  ciie:>t.  iuliain- 
mation  is  frequently  idiopathic,  arises  from 
SI  common  eause ;  but  sometimes  it  is  syiup- 
tomatic— is  tlie  mere  result  of  auoiher  dis- 
ease in  the  neighbourhood.. 

t^tm>;it.—Aa  to  the  treatment  of  the 
diacaae  i  shall  not  dwell  a  moment  upon 


it;  it  is  only  the  treatineut  »>f  nnv  inflam- 
mation.  Patients  have  Rometmies  borne 
the  loss  of  an  immense  <)uantity  of  blood; 
perhaps  mon  in  this  disea-se  than  in  most 
others.  It  is  in  this  afleetiiui  that  those 
enormous  bleedings  arc  reportt*d  to  hare 
taken  place  which  I  mentioned  when 
speak inir  c»f  inflammation  in  general — a 
few  gallons  in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  I 
hare  no  experience  of  tudh  bleedings  as 
these.  Mercury  is  of  the  same  use  in  this 
affection  as  in  bromliitis,  and  in  bn>n- 
chitis  as  la  other  itillaniiiiatory  diseases. 

CAXGUKXE  OF  THE  LUNGS, 

You  might  tiuppose  that  if  the  lungs 
ever  became  gangrenous,  it  would  be  the 
result  of  inflammation,  as  gangrene  so 
frequrntlv  in  other  i)nrts  of  thebf»dy; 
but  1  believe  tliat  tiie  severest  tniiamma- 
tion  of  the  lui^rs  seldom,  if  erer,  indnees 
mortifieation.  Sometimes  it  may  be  the 
case,  Imt  it  is  so  rare  that  1  myself  have 
never  seen  it.  The  lungs  will  full  into  a 
oangrenous  state,  and  there  is  more  or 
less  inflammntifin  uttendim,'  it;  but  the 
gangrene  dues  uot  appear  to  be  the  result 
of  the  inflammation;  on  the  contrary, 
indeed,  when  nature  makes  an  attempt  t(» 
get  rid  of  a  iriuii^rrenous  spot,  inflammation 
is  induced  ail  around,  in  order  to  dis- 
eha«ge  it— so  that  the  inflammation  ia 
sometimes  the  result  of  gangrene. 

In  my  own  pracUce  I  have  onlv  seen 
two  cases  of  this  disease,  and  whicn  were 
of  a  different  kind,  and  cH)mpletely  illus- 
trated what  Lacnnec  has  advanced  on  tho 
subject.  On  some  points  Laennec  has 
brought  our  knowledge  to  perfection: 
in  some  ea^es  nothing  has  been  done  sinec 
his  time,  and  pcrhai)s  nothing  will  Iw 
done.  In  one  of  these  cases  in  my  own 
practice  the  gangrenous  port  was  uncir- 
cumscribcd.  A  large  part  of  the  !inig 
was  of  an  unnatural  colour— dark  green 
isht  moist,  and  soft,  and  in  some  spots  it 
was  a  mere  putrid  pulp,  little  more  than 
so  much  mud,  and  of  an  insupportable 
odour.  In  those  parts  of  Uie  lung  which 
I  saw,  that  were  not  in  a  gangrenous  state, 
the  organ  wjus  firm,  of  a  ehoeolate  e<»lour, 
or  a  deep  green.  These  appeared  to  be  the 
tliree  stages  of  the  compuunt.  There  was 
one  part  a  chocolate  colonr  or  deep  gnen^ 
indeed  (piite  firm  ;  another  part  was  moist 
and  soft,  and  of  a  dark  green ;  and  the 
third  poft  formed  a  i>erfectly  putrid,  soft, 
muddy  mass.  A  laige  portion  of  each  lung 
was  in  this  condition— in  one  of  the  three 
stages  of  this  aileclion.  In  another  case 
that  1  had,  the  gangrene  was  in  more  dr^ 
cumscribed  pat(-nes  or  spots.  There  m  ere 
patches  of  the  lung,  black,  soft,  moist,  and 
offensive  in  the  worst  spots;  and  in  other 
parts,  where  the  lung  was  still  firm,  it  was 
of  a  green  hoe.  No  attempt)  in  this  latter 
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cose  of  mine,  bad  been  made  by  nature  to 
eflec-t  separation;  but  Laennec  mentions, 
that  11  gangrenous  piece  somctimeB detaches 
itself,  or  is  detached  from  the  sun-fMjndinp^ 
parts,  just  like  a  slough  from  caustic. 
That  it  an  apt  iUnstnttion  of  the  appear, 
ancc  ;  because  although  the  pntehes  in  my 
case  were  not  separated,  yet,  if  they  had 
been,  such  >vuuld  have  been  the  slate. 
The  gangrenous  part  becomes  dry  and 
shrivelled,  just  ]\]<r  a  spot  to  which  caustic 
has  been  applied,  or  it  degenerates  into 
a  putrid  paste  like  mod.  The  snmHuiding 
structure  is  inflamed,  as  in  other  parts  of 
the  body  when  nature  attempts  a  sepora- 
.  tion.  You  know  that  when  a  dead  part 
it  aeparated  fW>m  the  Uving  by  inflanmuu 
tion,  that  inflammation  ends  in  ulrrration, 
so  that  the  dead  part  is  left  without  any 
connexion  w  ith  the  living.  The  living  part 
cUacminects  itself ;  the  dead  part  becomes 
i«;nlated,  and  is  aflerwartls  separated.  If 
nature  succeed,  as  she  does  sometimes,  a 
eavity  Is  oltai  foind  where  the 
existed,  and  the  cavity  has  a  lining  mem- 
brane. Sometimes  no  cavity  is  left,  but  a 
cicatrix  i.s  formed,  and  the  whole  appears 
to  have  grown  np  together.  This  appear, 
nncc  lias  been  perfectly  well  described  by 
l.acnnec,  and  by  others.  In  some  instances 
the  separated  portion  makes  its  way  into 
the  pleura,  and  pleuritin  is  induced;  tod 
pleurisy,  with  its  effusion,  and  t^IMIIllia* 
thorax,  are  the  consequences. 

In  my  two  cases,  the  disease  was  fnark. 
c  d  by  a  sodden  prostration  of  strength,  and 
a  cadaveroTi*?  alteration  of  the  face ;  great 
feeblene&s  of  pulse;  and  an  intolerable 
foetor  of  the  oreatli  and  sputa.  One  of 
these  cases  occurred  in  a  man  who  had 
long  suflered  from  a  loud  hollow  cough, 
with  a  copious  frothy  expectoration;  the 
otiier  ocenrred  in  a  woman  who  laboaied 
under  an  encysted  tumor  of  the  pancreas. 
In  her  case  a  slight  cough  came  on,  which 
attnuited  no  attention,  and  at  last  symp- 
toms of  gangrene  appeared.  These  general 
signs  win  point  out  the  di.*«ease,  I  itna^ne, 
much  more  than  auscultation;  but  it  is 
evident,  that  the  gangrenons  part  must 
hare  lc>;<;  n  >]»initory  nuinnur  than  natural ; 
the  part  around  will  atl'ord  crepitous  rattle, 
and  the  cavity  will  give  rise  to  pectoriloquy. 
If  inflammation  be  set  up  for  the  removal  of 
the  slough,  causinq:  the  brnn(  hial  tubes  to 
be  afl^ected,  there  will  be  a  metallic  tink- 
ling; bnt  I  imagine  that  fkr  better  eri- 
denee  than  this  will  be  derived  from  the 
aspect  of  the  patient ;  from  the  cadaverotii 
look,  and  the  great  debility,  togetlier  wiih 
the  Intolcrahle  stench  botn  of  tbe  breath 
and  sputa. 

Sr/mptnms.— When  a  part  has  l^ecome 
gangrenous,  of  course  there  is  no  hollow 
eonnd  on  etriking,  and  no  reepiiatofy  mar. 
mnr ;  bnt  that  may  arise  {torn  ten  thovaand 


things,  and  if  there  be  any  inflammation 
around  the  dead  part  set  up  to  cause  its 
separation,  there  will  be  a  crepitous  rattk^ 
but  no  one  enuld  tell  that  this  re«(ulted  from 
gangrene  rather  than  Irom  any  thing  else. 
jPnereare,  however,  oeftain  sigiie  olieeTvahie 
by  the  other  senses,  which  alone  would  make 
roll  believe  there  was  gangrene;  and  thnje, 
together  wiili  lite  stethcwcopie  sig^us,  make 
the  thing  pretty  certain.  The  sputa,  some- 
times in  this  disea.se,  are  at  first  white  and 
opaque;  but  they  grow  sanious,  purulent, 
brown,  and  mentthy  and  they  are  from 
the  firnt  near^  finod  ae  when  fator 
becomes  GfaTif^renoniu.  We  all  "know  the 
factor  of  a  gaugrenouii  part;  and  beiore  the 
•pnta  have  tbat  pecoliar  fintor,  they  are 
nevertheless  foetid  enough  :  but  this  cannot 
he  much  depended  upon,  nor  can  the  fcetor 
of  the  breatli.  I  have  seen  other  diiteases 
attended  witli  extreme  feetor,  Int  witiwBt 
gangrene;  and  T  liave  seen  cTtrcme  frrtor 
of  the  brealli  and  sputa  without  any  danger 
whatever.  Sometimes,  in  hronddtie,  me 
fcetor  both  of  the  breath  and  sputa  will  be 
extreme.  I  mentione<l  having  seen  n  younsf 
lady  who  was  in  tolcnUile  good  hcoith,  ex- 
cept that  she  spit  up  a  little,  which  was 
horribly  offensive,  and  to  stand  near  her 
was  extremely  unpleasant;  yet  she  was 
walking  about,  and  looking  welL  I  saw  a 
case  ot  tins  fu;tor  of  the  qmta  and  smell- 
in  tj  ol  the  breath  in  a  person  who  ditd  of 
phthisis.  Occasioually  the  matter  formed 
in  phtiiials  ie  of  each  a  quall^  tiiat  tihe 
foetor  is  much  like  that  of  the  tecea 
There  is  no  danger  neenMrilv  from  the 
trcme  fcetor  of  the  sputa,  neither  is  there 
necefi.sarily  gang^rene;  but  if,  cmijoined 
uith  this,  you  observe  they  are  bloody, 
brownish,  greenish,  something  like  the  dis- 
charge from  a  sloughing  part — when  yon 
observe  any  thing  like  little  green  fteg* 
ments  of  lymph  with  it,  a  weak  pulse,  aa 
elongated  countenance,  and  a  cadaveroae 
aspect,  and  the  patient  in  the  elaAe  In 
which  you  see  people  when  they  are  niik> 
in^'  fh>m  mortification  in  any  part,  then 
there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  nature  of  the 
disease.  Bnt  the  mere  putrid  emell  of  tbe 
breath,  and  uf  the  sputa,  c-ertainly  oagfat 
nut  to  make  you  conclude  that  the  patient 
must  have  gangrene  of  the  lung,  or,inde^, 
be  in  any  danger.  In  the  two  cMee  of  this 
disf-ri'-e  whieh  I  had  under  my  care,  the 
periions  became  in  a  few  days  very  mucii 
emaciated;  tbe  pnlee  enddealy  fell; 
temperatare  declined;  and  the  countenanee 
expressed  the  most  extreme  exhaustiunj 
but  at  the  same  time  I  must  hooestij  teU 
jon,  that  I  had  no  Idea  in  eltber  eaee  mt 
R:anq;rene  in  the  lunc;s,  and  was  nuieh  struck 
after  death  witli  the  appearauce.  und  tlieo 
1  could  compare  it  with  the  symptoms  i 
observed  during  life.  One  patient  iMd. 
mevely  cbroidc  broacliitis  for  a  long  time, 
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which  ft])T>care<l  Hulficient  to  kill  him  ;  and 
thtt  other  vra»  dying  of  diiMsiise  oi'  tli«i  ab- 
domen, and  wm^^aAMA  of  « triAing  oongb, 
which  liiul  not  uttrnrti  d  my  nttcntion. 
They  were  hospital  imlieutsi  and  it  was 
only  uhcii  opeuiug  tliem  that  I  difoo?cred 
the  disease.  I  emelt  something  very  bor. 
rible  u  hrn  near  tfaoiBy  imt  I  aaciibed  it  to 
another  cause. 

Nh  mcMMrily  /ofel. -*Wlieii  gangrene 
dooa exist  in  the  lungM  it  is  not  nceessarily 
ffitftl.  'F'here  have  been  cuses  eleariy  of 
gangrene  of  the  iuogs  which  have  been  re- 
oof«nd  fhnn,  when  all  tltese  eymptoms  oc- 
curred. Nature  is  sonu  times  snflieient, 
when  supported  by  good  nourishment,  to 
get  an  individual  through  an  allbctiiNi  of 
this  desecipiion,  and  to  csaee  a  eepaiation 
of  the  iriKi'-rrcnous  part. 

Treuiment. — In  regard  to  the  treatment, 
tbeM  can  be  nothing  peeoliar;  ymt  mojA 
support  the  strtnj^lh  of  the  {  itknt  as  in 
other  ra«ics,  where  there  is  mi  absence  of 
iiiiituumatiuii,  and  tiie  prince  of  extreme 
dohilaty. 

HMMORlUiAOE  I'ROM  THE  AIR- 
PASSAOESt, 

There  is  another  disease  of  the  buh 
stance  of  the  lung^^,  and  of  the  mem- 
brane of  the  air  cells,  >\hiih  after  di  ath 

S resents  very  much  the  appearance  of  in- 
ammation,  and  was  fluently,  no  doubt, 
before  tlie  time  of  Laenuee,  mistaken 
for  inflammation.  This  disease  is  the 
eCTusion  of  blood  into  the  air  cells,  and  I 
shall  now  therefoie  speak  of  hssmorrhage 
iVom  the  air  pansaget!,  A\hi<li  will  he  in 
conformity  with  the  jdan  I  have  hitherto 
jmrsucdi  vi^.  that  of  8j>euking  first  ofin- 
fluuuuatloni  and  then  of  certain  other 
affectionsy  among  which  is  haemorrhage. 

From  Ifts  Air  Pamgn, 
CAefveter*'^*It 

majr  proceed  ftom  the 

mucous  membrane  of  the  air  passages,  or 
from  the  air  e«'1K  Tn  the  one  inntanre,  it 
ii»  not  neecsiMirily  u  dangerous  diM.'aM' ;  in 
the  otlier  it  is  highly  dangenras,  in  as  fur 
«>  it  i>  likely  to  he  wry  profuse:  but  the 
greater  number  of  e4i»es  of  haemorrhage 
from  the  air  passages  arise  simply  from  an 
eflasfam  of  blood  from  tlie  mucous  mem' 
Inane  of  the  bronehial  tubes.  The  blood 
which  is  spit  up  is  florid,  geneially  of  a 
bright  MWlet  colour,  aira  flrotby.  It  is 
spit  up  with  a  tickling  in  tlie  throat,  the 
pulse  is  (|nick.  and  therein;  heat  in  the 
chest.  Thi.s  is  Uie  description  uf  ha:mur- 
ffhage  whieh  takes  place  moet  freuuently  in 
ynunf?:  adults,  between  the  ago  ol  pulx'rty 
and  the  full  adult  period  of  tive-and-thirty. 
It  occurs  particularly  in  that  perii»d  during 
whidi  the  ^eet  expands— in  which  we 
apicad^aa  th^nj.  The  lint  part  of  Uie 


is  disiM>sed  to  htemorrliage  from  the  nos. 
trils ;  the  second  to  hemorrhage  f .  om  the 
lungs :  and  the  thifd  to  haBmoirhage  from 
ttic  abdomen. 

J^u^ttt^u.— The  disease,  in  ^heral,  is 
easily  made  out;  the  only  diAculty  is  to 
distinguish  between  it  and  haamorrhage 
from  the  stomach  ;  but  the  latter  is  ii-^uaHy 
luarked  by  a  disciiaige  of  black  blood  — 
the  bl(»od  is  either  dieebarged  ftom  the 
veins  of  the  stomach,  or  it  lies  in  the  8t4i. 
mach  so  long  after  its  escape  (kom  the  ves- 
sels  that  it  aeqniree  a  venone  hue.  I-Vtim 
the  one  circumstance  or  from  the  otiier, 
blood,  when  di  rliart^tMl  oj>\vRrd«!  from  the 
stomach,  is  generally  i)laek,  and  has  gene- 
rally lain  there  long  enough  to  be  coagu- 
latedj  it  is  in  elots,  larger  or  smaller.  It 
frequently,  too,  ai)i)car^  in  the  fa»ces ;  it 
pasties  tiirough  the  j)ylorus,  and  you  see  it 
In  the  motions.    Besidt  s  that,  it  'freqwaU 
ly  C(^me<?  np  witli  the  food— with  the  con 
tents  of  the  stumach;  and,  when  it  does 
not,  itill  it  oomei  op  with  sicknem  and 
nausea,  if  not  with  downrii^ht  vooitlsg. 
You  know  that  people  will  have  a  dis- 
charge from  the  stomach  without  vomit- 
ing.   Sometimes  a  quantity  of  Hold  eomee 
to  the  mouth,  and  even  portions  of  ftK»d 
come  up  without  vomiting;  and  so  it  is 
with  this  blood — but  occasionally  it  comes 
up  with  dedded  vomiting.  There  ie  fre- 
quently n  threat  uneasiness  about  the  prjn- 
cordia,  and  a  fulness  about  the  liver  and 
•tnmanh.   Tboie  symptoms  are  all  absent 
in  haemorrhage  from  the  lungs.  The  blood, 
too,  is  florid;  and,  insti-n  l  of  being  mixed 
with  food,  it  is  frothy,  and  is  necessarily 
mixed  with  air,  in  oonseqnenoe  of  the  parts 
from  \\  hieh  it  eonics.  These  parts  will  not 
allow  it  to  stay  so  long  as  the  stomach,  and 
it  generally  comes  up  as  soon  as  it  is  pour- 
ed into  the  passages,  and  therefore  seldom 
comes  up  rojijTulated.    Oeeusionally,  how- 
ever, ^oa  see  a  little  coagulum  3  it  will  lie 
sometimes  snfficiently  long  to  become  solid 
and  black  before  it  comes  up.    Then,  in 
addition  to  this,  you  have  j)e<  torHl  symp- 
toms.   In  the  stead  of  nausea  and  vomit- 
ing, yon  have  stiteh  in  the  side,  a  little 
couvfn,  and  a  tickling  in  the  throat. 

This  species  of  h.'cmurrhage  <»eeurs  more 
particularly  in  those  j)ersons  disposed  to 
consumption,  with  n  fine  sofi:  sun,  soft 
hair,  and  of  a  sanc,Miincons  temperament; 
and,  among  these,  it  occurs  more  particu- 
larly in  those  who  have  a  florid  colour.  The 
disease  sometimes  occurs  in  those  who  have 
evident  signs  of  inflammation  ;  sonn  tii^u  s 
it  occurs  where  there  is  banily  unv  tiung 
at  all  to  be  perceived;  and  sometinua  it 
oceur*  in  those  in  whom  thors  appears  to 
be  great  strength  uf  system. 

Caum — It  is  produced  by  all  the  can^ 
of  inflammation.  A  blow  on  the  ehest,  or 
catehtog  cold,  wiii  give  rise  to  itj  bat  it 
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T«7  often  takes  plaee  without  any  exdtinir 

cause.  Occasionallv,  violent  exercise,  ana 
excitement  of  minci  or  bod^  in  any  way, 
will  produce  it;  but  sometimes  it  occurs 
without  any  appmit  cause.  It  will  re- 
turn at  certain  periods,  at  intervals  of  a 
month  or  a  twclTemoth,  and  at  last  it  will 
oeaae  altogvtber,  and  the  patient  will  tiien 
become  the  subject  of  consumption.  It  is 
very  common  for  consumption  to  take  place 
in  patients  who  have  had  several  attacka 
of  epltting  of  blood ;  but  this  is  not  a  nsb 
ccssarv  occurrence.  I  know  many  persons 
who  soat  blood  fifteen  or  twentv  years  ago, 
and  mej  are  now  aa  well  aa  I  am.  If  a 
pereon  spit  Moodt  he  ekonld  afoid  every 
thin|^  whidi  causes  an  irritation  of  the 
chest,  but  hu  ought  nut  to  condemn  him- 
self; for  f  have  Known  persons  spit  a  con- 
siderable (jnantity  ni^in  and  again,  and 
yet  afterwards  do  perfectly  well.  If  you 
listen  to  the  chest  when  the  blood  is  in  the 
air-passages,  yon  will  hear  sUdloas  and  so- 
Borons  ra'.tle. 

Merhid  jippeuremca. — When  these  patients 
die,  and  yon  exaniine  them,  yon  find  no. 
thing  at  all.  If  you  examine  a  person  who 
has  died  of  phtnisis,  and  who  spat  bl(M>d 
before  there  were  marks  of  phthisis,  there 
is  nothing  to  account  for  the  hwsotihage. 
Tt  is  a  nic  rr  effusion  from  the  mucous  mem- 
brane, which  will  pour  out  blood  without 
a  rupture  of  the  large  vessels,  and  even  small 
ones  will  tlirow  out  a  gush  of  blood.  When 
Hpeakine^  of  hcTmorrhage  in  general  I  men- 
tioned, that  you  will  open  persons  who 
hare  died  of  haMuorrliasn  tmn  the  stomach 
and  intestines  withontodng  able  to  find  a 
vessel  nipt  11  red ;  it  was  clearly  an  effaaum 
from  a  thousand  minute  orifices. 

From  the  jiU'-CeUs. 

Sonit  times,  however,  haemorrhage  fnim 
the  lungs  is  not  of  this  description^does 
not  take  place  from  the maeoiis membrane; 
it  is  a  particular  disease  occurring  in  the 
air-ceils;  and  in  that  case  the  hemorrhage 
is  gCMfallv  very  profuse,  far  mote  prafbse 
than  in  ot^er  cases. 

Morbid  jifipntrxtires. — On  examining  pa- 
tients after  death,  (fur  they  freauently  die 
of  it,)  yon  find  certain  parts  of  the  lung 
become  exceedingly  hard,  and,  if  tlicv  l>e 
near  the  surface,  you  see  the  lung  through 
the  pleura  very  dark.  The  lung  looks  nu 
riagated,  and  there  are  large  black  patches 
here  and  there.  If  they  be  deep  in  the 
substance  of  the  lung  vou  cannot  discover 
the  extent,  bat,  on  tuing  hold  of  the  lung, 
you  feel  hard  patches,somc  as  large  as  nuts, 
w>mo  ns  Inrirr  as  walnuts  ;  and,  on  cutting 
inU)  them,  you  find  they  are  exceedingly 
red,  of  a  deep  colour,  and  no  doubt  fbrmer- 
ly  they  have  hwn  nii>;tnkf  n  for  so  many 
large  circuu ISC ribeil  inflamnuitions.  These 
parts  of  the  lung  may  l>c  Irum  one  to  four 


caUe  inches  in  extent,  aad  eran  rnvck 

larger  thnn  that,  and  the  redness  is  a  deep 
damask  hue;  nay,  it  is  sometimes  so  ia- 
tense  as  to  be  black— as  daiii  as  a  black 
clot  of  UoodL  This  portion  of  the  huig  is, 
of  coarse,  not  only  hard  bat  bearyyOd  it 
will  not  crackle  under  the  finger. 

On  catting  a  portloa  of  the  hiag  in  this 
conditioil,  yuu  observe  the  same  granular 
appearance  which  I  stated  ttiok  place  in 
inflammation  of  the  substance  of  the  lansXr 
In  inflammation  of  the  air-cells,  befote  tta 
part  is  completely  solidified  it  has  a  gra- 
nular appeaiancej^  which  no  doubt  arises 
fivm  blood  being  efbsed  into  the  air^eells^ 
and  then  ooafpilating.  The  blood  ooag«- 
lates  in  each  air-cell ;  the  minnte  magnlum 
of  each  cell  becomes  a  little  grain,  and  fur- 
nishes this  granular  anpearaaesi.  Tha 
parts  ore  usually  perfectly  circumscribed, 
so  that  the  surrounding  portion  of  the  Iuuk: 
is  in  every  respect  healthv.  In  inHanima- 
tkmof  tMsabsmaeeof  the  lung,  the  dis- 
eased  appearance  is  gradually  lost  in  tiic 
healthy  lung;  but  in  this  disease,  in  al- 
most eveiy  instance,  the  affsction  is  entire- 
ly circumscribed,  so  that  within  a  hair'a 
breadth  of  it,  I  might  almost  say,  the  lunj;^ 
is  perfectly  healthy.  The  case  is  really  one 
of  serers  ecchymons,  only  that  the  blood  ia 
not  effused  into  the  cellular  membrane  a* 
in  eeehymosis  of  the  surface  of  the  body, 
but  is  effused  into  the  air-cells.  That  the 
blood  is  effused  into  theair  cclis,  and  noC 
into  the  cellular  membrone,  is,  I  mention 
ed,  proved  from  the  circumstance  that  the 
blood  is  spit  up.  If  the  blood  woe  net  la 
the  air-cells,  but  in  the  oellolar  meoibmiM^ 
it  could  not  be  spit  np. 

Sj/mfttams — But  the  great  symptom  of 
this  allbetion  during  lift  is  bcmoirhage  ■ 
htrmoptusis,  as  the  disease  is  called,  spitting 
of  blood  i  and  that  necessarily  shews  that 
the  blooid  has  escaped  into  the  air-eella 
thSBUelfes.  Besides  the  symptom  of  re- 
peated  and  copious  hjpmorrhage,  there  is 
cough;  difficnltyof  toeathingi  heat  in  the 
front  of  the  diest;  fladiiBf  ia  the  Cute, 
and  at  length  great  paleness  of  it ;  and  a 
tickling  sensation  in  the  bronchia*,  just  as 
when  haemorrhage  comes  from  tiie  other 
sonroe.  Ton  camiot  tell  whether  the  hlood 
comes  from  the  mucous  membrane  or  the 
air  cells  by  any  of  the  general  svmptomsy 
except  that,  when  it  is  eflFissed  in  a  wtxy 
large  qaaaitity,  there  is  a  probability 
that  it  comes  from  the  air  cells.  It  is 
said  that  as  much  as  ten  pints  of  blood 
hare  been  disehaiged  ftom  the  luiigt  im 
this  way  in  forty  eight  hours;  and  I^iennec 
says  that  he  has  seen  thUT^ pints  thus  ^tt 
up  in  hi'teen  days. 

Jiey  siirt  wHkmU  Hmmnrrhagt^^Stm  tka 
disease  may  exist  in  so  slight  a  mannar 
that  no  haemorrhage  takes  place.  I  hasw 
known  this  state  occur  without  haemor* 
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rhac^.  The  blood  has  been  effusod  into  the 
air-cells,  and  coagulated  there,  and  pro- 
daced  Itaaae  Immps;  and  not  havinff  oeen 
followed  by  snbseqnent  attacks,  none  has 
been  expectorated ;  and  old  persons  have 
died  from  other  diseases,  who  were  not 
known  to  apit  op  Mood  at  all,  bat  In  whom 
this  appearance  was  found. 

Imprvpriely  of  euUing  it  Puiwuumrif  Apo- 
pieiy.— FVddi  the  appe«nuio6)  LMonM  bM 
tctmed  this  disease  pulmonary  apnpUgp.  As 
this  lesion  erhlently  results  from  sang'uine- 
ous  exhalation  into  the  air-cells,  and  per- 
fectly reeembles  the  tcrebwJ  sanipiineout 
rxhalationfi  T^hich  ]irndTicc  npoplrxy,  ho 
has  thought  it  right  to  designate  it  "  pul- 
monary apoplexy."  Now  I  think  you  will 
agree  -vkilk  me  that  this  it  an  exceadinglj 
absurd  nntn**.  Sr>  far  a''  tliere  is  a  great 
local  congestion  of  blood  and  eflusion,  the 
pbenoraena  an  tiM  same  aa  are  obemed 
occasionally  in  apoplexy.  But  apoplexy  is 
not  a  state  of  the  parts ;  it  is  a  loss  of  ^ense 
and  motion,  occurring,  for  the  most  part, 
aaddenly:  apoplexy  it  a  atnke  that  eaneea 

I>crsons  Tn  frill  dr)i\  n  Kcnscless  and  motion- 
ess.  In  the  words  of  Coiien,  "  Motus  oo- 
hmimn  fen  eanwe  imrnktutif  mm  taporey  plu» 
minu$  profunda,  $uper$tit0  mutu  cordis  €t  arte- 
riarum.**  That  is  what  we  mean  by  apo- 
plexy.  If  a  person  be  said  to  have  apo- 
plexy, and  Yon  ask  tbe  individual  how  he 
knows  it,  the  answrr  i"^,  "  ITc  has  Ids!  all 
scnKationand  power  of  motion,  lie  is  with- 
out sensation,  and  without  motion ;  there 
he  lies  in  a  dead  state,  and  you  cannot 
arouse  Inm."  The  morbid  stntr  f>f  t)u  brain 
ig  not  apoplexy,  but  the  symptoms  which 
we  obeeire ;  and  thoee  symptoma  will  take 
place  flnom  the  depression  of  a  portion  of 
Done,  or  from  an  eflTusion  of  %vater.  Any 
thing  which  compre&ses  the  brain  will 
|Mtidniee,not  congeetion  of  blood,  but  a  loss 
of  sense  and  mf)tion.  Nothinu;  of  this  kind, 
however,  occurs  here.  There  is  no  loss  of 
aense  or  motion  in  tliis  disease,  and  there> 
tan  it  cannot  be  apoplezj.  But  merelj 
because  npople<  tic  •symptoms  arise  from  a 
congestion  of  blood  or  hemorrhage  into 
tile  Diite,  Laennec  has  diought  proper  to 
call  this  state  of  the  lung  *'  apoplexy." 
Apoplexy  will  frequently  anse  from  a 
cretion  of  pus  pressing  upon  the  brtun,  or 
a  secntion  of  nMresernm,  without  any  eon. 
jgestion,  without  any  fulness  of  the  vessels; 
as  in  the  case  of  a  part  becominff  ossified, 
so  that  it  splits  across,  and'  allows  the 
Mood  to  escape  into  the  bmiff.  Thnsyon 
ninv  hnvf  hs^raorrhni^f  withont  n]>ftpU-xy, 
and  you  luav  have  ajioplexy  without  con- 
^(efltiMi— •wiuMmt  any  hamoiilii||e>  I  can- 
not, therefore,  but  think,  that  it  is  an  ex- 
treme abuse  of  terms,  and  likely  to  cause 
great  confusion,  to  call  this  disease  apo- 
plexy of  tbe  Itrags;  for  Aera  is  no  resem- 
blanee  whatcrer  between  it  and apojilcxy, 
properly  so  denominated. 


This  disease  has  not  hvcn  known  a  long 
period.  Dr.  Forbes,  in  hin  translation  of 
Laennec,  mentions,  in  a  note,  that,  in 
1816,  M.  Leveille  appears  to  have  read  a 
memoir  on  thi?  •iuHjert  h^ff»re  the  Academy 
of  Sciences  at  I'unsj  and,  iu  1SI7,  Dr. 
Hohnbaam,  of  Hildborghausen,  ]niblished 
thrrr  casrs  of  stulden  and  fatal  efl'u<iion  in- 
to the  substance  of  the  lungs."  He  says* 
the  Iimga  were  Ibnnd  distended  with  dark* 
coloured  blood,  partly  coagulated  and  part- 
Iv  flnid,  and  were  almost  too  lar^e  for  the 
chest,  in  one  case  the  same  kind  of  blood 
was  ftmnd  in  tbe  hmehis,  and  in  6m 
other  in  the  pleursn.  The  cases  appeare  d 
to  be  nothing  more  than  a  laceration  of  the 
blood-vessels;  and  the  patients  appeared 
to  die  between  the  effects  of  internal  he- 
morrhage and  oppreseitm  of  the  lungs,  in- 
duced by  the  effusion  of  blood— to  die  of 
jiyncope  and  asphyxia.  Dr.  Forbes  de- 
BcribcKl  such  a  case  formerly  in  his  transla- 
tion of  Arcnbnigicji'r.  From  the  .midden- 
ncss  witli  which  it  occurred,  and  it  appear- 
ing to  arise  flmm  a  laceration  of  the  vee* 
sels  of  the  lung,  prnducinj;  conm'vtinn,  Dr. 
Hohiibaum  gave  the  name  of  pylmonary 
apoplei^  to  this  particular  case.  Botwe 
must  consider  that  neither  sodden  death 
nor  effusion  eon<^titate  apoplexy  ;  for  ap()- 
plexj  is  noiiuDg  more  than  a  loss  of  sentie 
and  motion,  ui  apoplexy  the  motion  of 
the  heart  mav  continue,  Imt  volition  has 
ceased  partially  or  entirely  iu  the  brain. 
There  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  that 
Laennec  wiis  the  first  on  th»  Ctntinent  who 
c:nve  a  full  and  accurate  account  of  the 
disease,  which  he  did  in  1819.  The  dis- 
ease was  nally  not  nnderstood  ftiUy  till 
T.iU'nnec  wrote  upon  it  at  that  time;  and 
he  then  pointed  out  the  eomnion  eon 
nexion  of  this  particular  state  of  tiie 
parts,  with  profuse  ha?moptysia  Yet 
it  is  singular,  and  you  will  excuse  mo 
mentioning  it,  that  I  myself  published 
an  account  of  this  affection  (there  was 
no  mefit  in  it),  and  gare  the  appear, 
ances  after  deaUi,  and  the  symptoms  dur- 
ing  life,  some  two  or  three  years  before 
that  I  had  a  patient  die  of  proftise  h». 
moptysis,  which  1  could  not  stop.  I 
stopped  it  for  a  time,  but  it  cnoie  on  attain 
and  atfain,  and,  as  he  sank,  i  exunuiu-d  huii 
after  death,  and  I  fennd  to  my  astonish- 
ment the  appearances  of  the  lung  which  I 
have  described  to  you.  I  found  on  tlie  sur- 
face of  the  lungs,  numerous  hard,  drcmn- 
scribed, daric  patches;  and. on  cutting  into 
them,  T  fcnrnd  hard  solid  luinp^,  "fa  deep 
chocolate  colour,  there  bein^  maiiv  of  them 
in  the  Inngs.  I  cat  ttuaai  into  slices,  and 
fimnd  they  admitted  the  light  through 
them,  just  as  a  clot  of  blood  will  do  if  you 
cut  it  very  fine. 

The  case  was  that  of  J.  G.,  aged  dS,  (and 
it  will  shtnv  tlic  course  of  the  disease  very 
welly)  by  business  a  gardener,  a  mild  and 
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extxemely  steady  man.  He  had  latMiured 
for  tiro  ymn  under  dTspncea,  pyrexia, 
oougb,  pain  of  the  chest,  bloodv  expectora- 
tion, and,  at  length,  profuse  haemoptysis. 
Vaxiuus  remedies  were  prescribed,  but  m 
ndn;  amd  he  ultimately  died  exiwuited. 
On  opening  Uic  botly,  the  surface  of  the 
lungs  presented  numerous  hard,  circum- 
scribed, very  dark  patches,  of  various  sizes, 
from  tbtA  of  a  aixpeaoe  to  the  size  of  a 
crown.  A  person  not  of  the  profession 
would  hfkvc  supposed  them  ho  many  mortis 
lleatioDs.  Blood,  howvrer,  when  tceniBV- 
lated  in  the  small  vei>scls,  often  causes  a 
counterfeit  ajipt  aranre  of  mortification  in 
the  stoma^jh  and  micsLiiies,  as  Dr.  iiaiilie 
has  pointed  oot,  mad  in  many  other  fMurts. 
Such  wrr.  the  nature  of  these  patches.  On 
catting  perpendicularlv  through  them,  the 
hardnew  and  dark  coloor  were  found  ox- 
tending  inwardly  an  inch  or  les.^,  equally 
ciif  umscribcd  as  on  the  surface.  The  in- 
terieiiing  spaces  \Yere  perfectly  healthy. 
'I'his  Loennee  abo  mnarkad.  Neariy  the 
whole  of  the  inferior  lobe  of  l])e  rl^'hl  side 
hod  uudcri(oue  the  same  change  as  the  cir- 
cumscribed portions  in  the  other  lobes. 
Thia  diange  consisted  la  a  prodigitms  oon> 

{l^estion  of  b!t)nd,  \\1n(h  ijnve  the  dark  co- 
our  and  hardne&s.  but  which  could  not  be 
ei|aee2ed  oat  at  alL  The  iBoea  wen  qoite 
diaphanous,  and  of  a  beautiful  red.  No 
other  change,  no  di.sorganization,  was  in 
any  part  disct-nubie.  It  seemed  as  if  the 
most  minute  vessels  in  varione  parts  had 
become  filiated,  as  in  na?vi  rantenn,  and 
thus-allowed  tlje  escape  of  the  blo«>d.  Had 
the  symptoms  been  those  of  acute  iuHam- 
mation,  and  the  blaeknesK  not  been  In  de- 
tached  portions,  there  would  have  been  no- 
thing singular;  and  had  the  disease  been 
simply  conmic  tnflammation,  whldh  a  fins* 
qucnt  pain  at  the  anterior  and  lower  part 
«»r  the  chest,  always  yieldincr  to  hlistcn.-, 
mid  a  large  quantity  of  bloo<lv  iluid  m  the 
cavities  of  both  pieune  after  death,  argues, 
yet  it  is  5nr[risincr  that  thi.s  should  occur 
in  patches,  and  should  have  induced  no 
•appvimtion,  no  dieoqj^anization,  but  mere, 
ly  Mwuoptyili  and  pain. 

Of  course  there  was  nn  great  discovery 
in  it.  I  opened  the  man,  and  the  appear- 
anoee  am  prorided  Ibrme,  aadl  deeeribed 
them.  I  pride  myself  on  ono'diing,  that  I 
did  not  call  a|M»plexY  of  the  Iuiji^n.  f 
gave  it  uo  name,  i'he  work  in  whicii  the 
case  was  pabiidied,  traeealled  the  **  AnnaU 
of  .Meflifine  and  Surger\  ;'*  and  T  made  an 
extract  from  it  in  my  work  on  Diseases 
of  the  Heart,  the  original  publication  be- 
lag  now  TCTT  scarce. 

Importance  of  eniploifiiip  fhr   Far  vi(h  re- 
JereHce  to  the  I^roenosu. —  The  employmeut 
of  the  ear,  in  addition  to  theceooal  symp. 
toms,  mav  be  iiseful  in  thiediieaae.    It  is 
always  desiiabls,  when  a  person  spits 


blood,  to  know  how  mit«h  disease  exists 
in  the  inngs,  and  it  is  desiiahle  to  know 

whether  the  blood  comes  from  the  hrmt- 
chial  membrane,  or  in  the  consequence  of 
such  a  stale  ^  thi&,  bt-cause  ihe  latter 
form  of  hiemoptysis  is  far  less  manageahle 
than  the  former.  In  this  kind  <»f  ha-mop- 
tysis,  called  pulmonary  apoplexy,  when 
only  a  little  effbslon  lias  taken  piaee,  yon 
have  a  crepitous  iatlle»  bat  in  bSMoptysi  < 
from  the  mi r  tube.s  y*»it  Imve  not,  and  A.r 
this  reason — because  it  is  not  iu  the  air 
calls.  When  it  is  in  the  tabes  it  cooms 
further  off  from  the  air  cells,  and  there- 
fore you  have  no  crepitous  rattle;  for  thai 
always  arises  from  an  accumulation  in  the 
air  cells  of  some  kind  or  other.  Bat  in 
elfusion  in  the  air  cells  you  have  crepitous 
rattle  at  first,  singly  because  it  is  in  tlie 
air  cells.  In  those  cases,  however,  wlierc 
the  blood  is  more  abundantly  effnsed,  you 
cannot  have  rrepitous  rattle,  bccanse  no 
air  con  be  admitted.  The  crepitous  rattk 
I  have  no  doobt  arisss  ftwn  the  air  pass, 
ing  through  the  fluid,  and  the  air  baoUss 
bursting  one  after  the  other.  Whm  m 
much  blood  is  cllu.scd  into  the  ditlerent  air 
cells  that  no  air  can  be  admitted  into  then, 
antl  the  part  becomes  finn,  there  is  isn  ere 
pitous  rattle,  nor  any  rattle  at  all;  mi 
respiratory  mnrmar,  and  no  morbid  rcspi. 
ration  is  heard,  for  no  respiratimi  can  tdcs 
place  long  in  that  part.  Al!  ili  it  vmu  can 
detect  by  the  ear  is,  llml  tiie  part  is  not 
healthy.  On  striking  over  the  part  you 
find  it  .sound  dead,  and  on  listening  you 
bud  no  sound  of  respiration,  and  yoti  Itkm 
very  well  by  the  ear  what  i.s  tTie  extent 
of'  the  mischief  In  my  case,  the  whole 
of  the  inferior  lobe  of  <»ne  lunu'  had  under 

Kne  that  change ;  had  become  quite  aoiid. 
those  days  the  stethoscope  was  not  in- 
vented ;  a  work  on  this  snD!|cet»  whidi  I 
sliall  have  occasion  to  mention,  wn<s  ne- 
glected, and  1  was  taught  never  tu  use  tlse 
ear,  and  tiiersfore  I  knew  nottdag'  of  the 
symptoms  that  would  have  presented  them- 
selves if  I  had  employed  that  organ  ;  hni  if 
1  had  employed  the  ear  iu  this  case,  ao 
laspiiation  would  have  been  heard  oser  a 
jETTcat  jM^rt  of  the  che.<;t,  and  nn  strikiriir 
there  would  have  been  no  hollow  miund, 
and  therefore  I  sboald  ha*a  known  the  ex- 
tent of  tlie  mischief.  You  mav  learn  accu- 
nitely  the  cTtent  f.f  rlie  mi^hicf  in  this 
diMuiMe;  you  may  learn  how  much  of  the 
Inng  is  solidified,  hy  the  eatsnt  of  a  dead 
in^ti  Rfl  of  a  hollow  .sound  on  prTciieeiiMi^ 
aiui  the  extent  to  which  there  i.s  no  respi 
ratory  murmur.  In  regard  to  the  treat- 
ment, that  must  be  the  sane  wlbedMr  the 
blood  come  frnni  one  pnrt  or  another,  and 
tliereforc  it  must  be  for  the  sake  cif  the 
prognods  that  yon  employ  the  ear,  and 
make  a  distiuctVMI  between  the  two  cases; 
the  one  being  a  manageafaia  kind  of  af- 
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fection,  and  Uw  oUier  tOLtmaiaky 
nageable. 

Ttmiment.— In  h»iiiofilia(|e  tkam  the 

lungs,  on  the  immediate  occurrence  of  it, 
it  is  right  to  treat  it  as  inflammation— to 
bleed  in  the  win  ftwly,  to  aal  tfao  Mttaiit 
upright,  and  keep  him  lo,  ki  Oivkr  to 
make  him  feel  as  faint  as  possible.  You 
should  keep  him  in  tdhat  position,  instead 
tit  allowing  him  to  lie  down.  It  is  mfe  to 
apply  ice  tn  the  front  of  the  chest,  and  this 
I  think  5hould  always  be  done;  there  can 
be  no  impropriety  in  it.  As  soon  as  you 
have  bled,  until  loe  can  be  procured,  yva 
should  throw  cold  water  on  the  chest,  and 
endeavour  to  produce  a  contraction  of  the 
tnA  of  die  yenwli,  tbo  sano  aa  yon  woold 
in  the  case  of  the  womb.  But  generally 
the  hleedinp  soon  stop^;  a  patient  seldom 
dies  of  haemoptysih  ul  the  time.  Bleeding 
•t  the  ana,  Imrowing  open  the  windows 
and  doors,  and  Ijikinpj  the  clothes  off  the 
cheat,  answer  very  well.  The  patient 
should  not  be  allowod  to  noipv;  lie 
should  be  easy  and  comfortable,  but 
not  allowed  to  move— not  allowed  to 
speak.  I  have  often  made  persons  per- 
severe for  a  fortnight  together  after  «ui> 
t^erous  haemorrhages,  making  them  write 
f<»r  \\hatever  was  wanted.  It  is  proper 
to  starve  the  patient,  to  give  him  nothing 
bat  plain  water,  milk  and  water,  lemon- 
ade, and  things  of  that  description,  and  it 
is  surpnaing  how  patients  in  this  disease 
bear  eoUL  1  know  not  a  single  instonee 
of  a  pcnon  suffering  inflammation  of  the 
chest  from  all  this  exposure,  notwithstand- 
ing he  would  in  all  probability  under 
Otner  dreomstanees  hare  snflered  aererely. 

Tho  best  internal  medicine  bv  far  is  the 
]«\iperacetate  of  lead,  and  tliis  must  often 
bv  given  in  considerable  quantities  before 
it  \»ill  stop  the  hemorrhage.  I  myself 
within  a  month  have  had  three  cases  of  hae- 
moptysis, in  which  1  have  been  obliged  to 
five  as  mach  as  three  grains  ofoiji  font 
mmm  kututf  I  could  fully  stop  it  It  is 
•iwavs  mfe  to  Vi^in  with  one  or  two 
^pndas  everf  six  hours,  but  if  the  haomor. 
ilMfo4oss  not  stop»bvt  vslnrao  orery  day, 
it  would  be  right  to  give  such  a  quantity 
as  this  ever>-  four  hours,  and  if  thut  do  not 
stop  it,  }ou  may  give  three  grains  every 
three  or  four  iMmrswith  pertet  Mfoty. 
In  all  theve  cases  tlicrc  has  l)ecn  as  much 
as  three  g^nuns  taken  every  three  or  four 
hours,  and  no  ineonveniaioe  ftit  SBsept 
constipation,  which  was  remedied  every 
day  by  some  laxative.  If  yon  do  not  at- 
ttaid  to  the  state  of  the  bowels,  and  pro- 
cora  amotion  every  day,  the  patioai  nay 
bftftlBff  the  subject  of  colic ;  but  if  you 
administer  croton  oil,  or  castor  oil,  or 
some  purgative  that  hah  no  sulphuric  acid, 
then  will  ttMsiB  bt  mj  oolio  or  pain  of 


the  bowels,  which  is  very  troublesome. 
There  is  uu  occasion,  so  far  as  I  have  oh- 
aenrsd,  to  givooplam.  Some  persons  giro 
opium,  to  prevent  griping,  but  I  have  not 
done  so,  because  X  hare  not  found  a  neces- 
sity for  it 

Some  persons  giro  the  lead  in  a 
liquid,  and  some  in  a  solid  form;  but  I 
have  not  exhibited  it  liquid,  because  it  is 
very  naoseoos,  and  it  aaswen  jnst  as  wdl 
solid.  It  mixes  up  with  the  extract  of 
coiocynlh  into  pills  veiy  well,  and  I  have 
seen  the  stomach  bear  it  mudi  better  if 
^iven  in  a  pill*  instead  of  the  fluid  forak 
That  is  the  ca«!e  with  all  acrid  and  nau- 
seous things — the  stomach  can  bear  a  pill 
the  best.  If  the  patient's  stootadi  be  ois. 
posed  to  reject  it,  it  is  useful  to  give  ona  Of 
two  minims  of  hydrocyanic  acid  three  or 
four  limes  a  day.  If  you  be  giving  thu 
lead  only  three  times  a  day,  then  jaa 
mighl  give  hydrocvanic  acid  three  or  four 
times  i  but  if  you  ))e  giving  the  lead  every 
foor  honit,  then  yoa  cannot  give  the  pros- 
sic  acid  so  ftequonlly.  You  will  fina  tho 
dose  required  to  prevent  the  vomiting  ex- 
ceedingly various :  in  some,  it  will  be  pre- 
tented  by  one  mtolm,  three  or  four  tunes 
a  day,  taken  before  the  lead ;  and  in  other 
caseii,  two,  three,  or  four  minims,  will  be 
required.  But  of  all  medicines  to  prevent 
othen  tan  irritating  the  stomach,  1  know 
of  none  equal  to  hyorocyanic  acid.  Some 
apply  blisters  over  the  chest,  and  they  are 
very  useAil  in  these  cases  at  last,  bat  the 
application  of  cold  by  means  of  ice  is  better. 
If  the  means  be  adopted  which  I  have  re- 
commended, you  will  generally  be  able  to 
control  the  affsction.  Tvmtitasaanelim 
inflammation  in  the  first  instance,  and 
when  the  haemorrhage  is  very  considerable, 
treat  it  as  a  passive  inflammation,  or 
rather  as  aetire  and  pasrire;  oombino  the 
two  modes  of  treatment.  Do  all  yon  can 
to  prevent  an  exdteiiient  of  the  pulse,  by 
Wfieding  tan  time  to  tiaM,  and  keeping 
down  the  circulation,  and  at  tlie  same 
time  adopt  the  tiratment  of  pa.s8ive  in- 
flammation, by  producing  a  constriction 
of  the  TwsMli. 
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GRENOUILLETTE,  OR  RANULA; 

IVitk  an  account  of'  a  New  and  Succt$^'ul  Modt 

Bt  Baboii  DiTPUTTnBiv. 

Knkd  the  "  L«vonH  Orales,"  published  pcrisdi* 
caUjf,  under  the  Bsron's  lospccUon. 

We  shall  presently,  eaid  M.  Dupuytren, 
as  he  was  oanffhMHng  one  of  his  lata  dial- 
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Ml  leetnreB-^pntently  we  shal]  Imve  U» 

perform  an  opomti  ii  on  a  v  un^  man, 
to  excise  two  smnli  tuiaors  from  beneath 
his  tongue,  near  the  point.  What  is  the 
nature  and  origin  of  these  tumors  ?  Are 
they  of  thnr  description  known  by  the 
name  of  ranula  or  grenouillette  ?  There 
nuty  be  lome  doirt>t  of  thiii.  In  the  first 
plaice,  it  is  rare  for  a  ranula  to  m  iVo  its 
appearanro  so  nenr  the  point  of  the 
tongue;  it  geutraily  comes  bcneuili  iho 
base  ot  its  free  extremity;  and  it  is  in 
consequence  rjf  this  place  of  election  that 
the  diagnosis  is  often  so  difficult,  and  prac 
titJonen  an  aometimes  liable  to  mistake, 
by  con foundttjif^  actual  ranula?  with  tumors 
of  a  totally  different  nature.  Tltf  mode  in 
wluch  tumors  like  those  in  our  patient  be- 
come develf^ped,  is  this : — You  are  awaie 
that  the  skin  is  jiMvided  with  a  considera- 
ble number  of  follicles,  which  secrete  a 
certain  qnantity  of  oily  matter.  This  se- 
cretion, which  IS  scanty  in  the  human  spe- 
cies, is  nhiiiiflant  in  woolly  animals,  in 
birtb,  and  especially  in  aquatic  l»xdsy  in 
wiiidi  it  terves  to  maintain  theb  beauty 
of  plumage,  and  to  protect  them  from  the 
cfferts  of  huiniditv.  Tn  fishes  it  is  still 
more  abundujit,aud  it  lubricates  the  whole 
sniface  with  a  TiNoiiB  and  glaey  liqnid. 
In  a  similnr  manner  the  mucous  mem- 
branes which  line  the  internal  surface  of 
our  organs  are  fturnisbed ;  the  felUdce  in 
thow  parts  are  inoalonlably  numerous,  and 
pour  out  an  incessant  supph' "f  mn comity 
h^w  these  follichw,  like  etery  other  ussuc 
IS  the  system,  are  liable  to  become  dis- 
eased,  aiM  their  secretion  cither  suppressed 
alt<^ether,  or  considerably  modified  in 
quantity  and  quality;  sometimes  it  be- 

-  comes  excessifely  viscid,  and  again  it  is 
ronvt  rted  into  fiTi  ftily  substance  Often 
ttK)  tlie  little  mouths  of  these  foiiicks  are 
dosed  up;  the  liquid  which  tfaeyeottlain 
accomnlatcs ;  tbey  are  distended,  b^ome 
inflamed,  and  attain  a  considemble  vo- 
lume, 'i'hese  tumors  are  distinguislied  bpr 
their  prominence,  their  transpafeacy,  tiieir 
indolence,  an<l,  al)ove  all,  by  the  jjluey  sc- 
rosity  x%'ith  wbii  li  tlu'y  are  covered.  Sel- 
dom isolated,  but  generally  multiplied  and 
in  groups,  they  are  seen  unitsd  together  by 
means  (if  this  glue.  They  are  met  with 
moht  usually  on  the  interior  of  the  checks, 
on  the  fhmt  of  the  gums,  or  beneath  the 
tongue.  These  tumors  are  in  fact  muema 
cysto,  developed  at  the  expense  of  the  fol- 
lides  of  that  name,  or  they  are  mo-mwauif 
Ibrmed  in  the  excretory  dncts  of  the 
month.  It  is  of  importance  to  distinifuish 
well  tliese  circumstances,  until  at  least  we 
are  better  acquainted  with  what  we  are  to 

.   undentand  by  a  grcnouillette. 

As  it  is  jrcncralh  understood,  ibc  pre 
nouiUctte,  so  caUc^y  either  from  the  form 


((hat  of  a  ftog^hadi)  whldi  it  aseones,  or 

from  the  kind  of  intonation  and  utterance 
which  its  presence  occasions,  is  a  tumor 
resulting  from  the  accumulation  of  sali>a 
in  the  excretory  ducts  of  the  submaxiliarr 
glands,  and  sometimes  of  the  .subli  nirual 
glands ;  but  the  latter  lund  is  said  to  be 
rare.  The  exerstoiy  dncts  of  the  snbouuc. 
illar\'  and  sublin^al  glands  seem  to  be 
the  only  ones  capable  of  thi.s  dilatation  of 
their  ]>ariete&,  and  retention  of  saliva.  The 
duct  of  die  parotid  is  formed  of  a  tisaae 
too  (h'Ty^e  and  resisting  to  cJIow  r>f  the  Tor- 
matiou  of  such  a  tumor.  Dilatation,  in 
shortfironldseem  to  be  exdnsiTely  the  attri. 
bute  of  the  former  stmctwes,  fistula  of  the 
latter.  There  is,  however,  still  much 
room  for  patholt^ical  anatomy  to  investi- 
gate, scalpel  in  hand,  wlietber  gremmiL 
lette  really  ha.s  its  seat  in  the  ducts  of  the 
glandn  just  mentioned,  or  whetlier  it  con- 
sists simply  in  a  cyst  formed  in  a  mem- 
brane anafogous  to'serons  tiasae,  and  con- 
taining  watrry  huintiur, — or,  in  fino, 
whether  we  must  in  every  case  recognise 
the  same  etiology  as  in  the  example  ot  the 
patient  who  is  about  to  be  treated.  Tt 
.seems  probable  that  tumors  of  variouji 
kinds,  belonging  indiscriminately  to  one 
or  other  of  the  ^lee  kinds,  have  heea  con- 
founded, simply  in  conscqnt  nrr  of  their 
situation,  under  one  and  the  same  name 
by  diflermt  authors,  ancient  and  modem. 
Cclsus,  for  example,  looked  npon  theoom- 
y>lnint  ns  an  abscess  of  a  peculiar  kind; 
and  Ambrose  Pare,  in  other  respects  so 
jadicions  and  good  an  observer,  ml  inta 
the  same  error.  Actuarius  pretends  to 
have  cured  it  by  openiTior  the  vein,  which 
induced  Camper  tn  infer,  that  he  mistook 
the  tumor  for  a  dilatation  of  Uie  wmmA 
Fabricius  ab  Aquapendente  has  plac^*d 
grenooiUctte  among  encysted  tumorw,  uid 
has  compared  it  to  melieeris.  John  Mob. 
nicks  beUered  that  he  had  shewn  it  to  4a. 
pend  upon  an  accumnhitinn  f>f  saliva  in 
tlie  ducts  which  open  into  the  canal,  called 
after  Wharton  without  any  good  inaema, 
since  Herenger  of  Carpi,  who  WlOto  in 
1521,  described  it  distint  tlv. 

Some  writers  asi>ert,  tl^al  the  grenunik 
lette  is  a  ftequent  complaint  among  in. 
fant.s,  who  carry  it  into  the  world  With 
them  i  but  do  not  these  authors  confound 
tin  grsnouillette,  correctly  so  called,  with 
the  aerona  snbUmnial  eysta,  iviildi  aie 
sometimes  very  roluminous,  and  de^rt'nd 
ercn  to  the  sternum  ?  M,  Breschct,  with 
that  ability  and  emdition  which  is  displav- 
ed  in  nil  his  writings,  has  treated  this  sno. 
ject  in  his  Upjwt  toire  d* Annffimie ;  and  it  apu. 
pears  thai  lie  haa  live  times  opened  thtose 
pretended  rannle,  and  recognised  in  tliim 
either  simple  serous  cysts  unconnected  with 
the  thyroid,  or  tamers  of  the  like  kind  ds- 
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veloped  ia  the  tis&uc  of  that  gland.  Cam* 
per  obsenred  in  a  very  young  female  child 
two  tumors  of  this  description ;  he  has  also 
seen  a  ranula  on  either  side  of  the  tongue 
in  several  women,  and  iu  many  men,  but 
be  atatei  tfaftt  he  hsa  nefer  met  with  it  in 
infants.  The  closure  of  the  external  ori- 
fice «)f  the  duct  of  the  submaxillary  gland 
may  be  theconset|ueuceof  inllammation  of 
the  snhUngiial  rancone  menbmne,  or  even 
of  the  snbstancc  of  fhv  timprjc  it'=r!f ;  ap- 
thse  and  uiceratioos  about  the  aperture  of 
the  canal  may  who  iMd  to  it»  ewtteintion. 
Itt-tfae  division  of  the  fnonum  of  tibe  tongoe 
some  of  the  excretory  ducts  somrfimrs  are 
involved,  and  then  ooliteratiun  may  result 
ftom  the  dcatriaaition  of  the  little  woond. 
Calcareous  eonereti<ms,  or  small  caleuli, 
found  in  thcML*  canals,raay,  by  tlicir  develop, 
ment,  oppose  the  flow  of  saliva,  from  which 
results  an  accumulation  of  that  fluid,  an<l  a 
dilatation  of  the  duct  Tt  mther  ditKcult 
in  practice  to  distingui&h  wiach  of  these 
ciicnmatmioefl  has  given  riie  to  the  dieeeae, 
because  it  is  easily  produced,  and  the  pa- 
tients do  not  apply  lor  our  assistance  till  It 
has  made  considenible  progress.  Although 
most  ftoqnently  the  ranula  only  contains 
saliva  ranrr  or  less  inspissated  and  changed, 
yet  sometimes  purulent  matter  has  been 
found  in  Ae  cyst,  not  nnftequently  calcu- 
loos  eoncietions.  Instances  are  to  be  fomd 
in  various  perio<Iieal  work?*,  in  which  cnr^es 
•re  related  of  such  concretions  being  as 
kugc  as  an  almond.  J.  L.  Petit  removed 
one  which  ^\a-s  a«;  as  an  olive,  and 
Grentaud  one  equal liui;  a  i)i peon's  ei^o^  in 
size.  Finallv,  Ijouis  states,  that  Leelerc 
nbstracted  about  a  pound  of  calcareous 
matter,  constituting  a  tumor  of  this  kind^ 
with  which  a  man  was  aft'ected. 

In  general,  the  symptoms  of  lannla  are 
sufficiently  perspicnon^  for  an  attentive  ob- 
sener  to  recognize.  It  is  a  soft,  w>ntp, 
regularly. rounded,  obioug  tumor,  situated 
nnder  the  tongue — fluctuating— without 
pain,  redness,  or  otIuT  si'^u  of  iiifltiimna- 
tion — yielding  a  little  uuder  the  iinger,  aud 
apcediiy  returning  to  its  original  form  on 
toe  prenore  being  withdrawn.  At  firat 
warcetv  ]>err^'ptihlc,  thrn  taking  on  by  de- 
crees iQcrcased  growth,  usually  its  volume 
does  not  exceed  that  of  a  not,  or  of  a  pl- 
geon'is  etfg.  As  it  augmejits,  it  pushes  tlie 
tongue  baek — destroys  llie  teetli — alters 
the  voiee — interrupts  articulation — and  in- 
terferes with  mastication  and  deglutition. 
At  last,  the  tumor  finivhrs  bv  becoming  ap- 
|>arent  externally,  shewing  itoelf  under  the 
jaw,  and  at  the  fore  part  of  the  aeek. 

The  cause  and  nature  of  the  disease  be- 
ing well  kno\^Ti,  it  might  apjiear  easy  to 
cure  it;  yet  the  history  of  our  art  shews, 
that  this  is  attained  but  scldoOit  and  with 
diificolty.   Fanctnring  the  tumor  in  the 


mouth  is  the  method  most  generally  adopts 
ed;  a  bistourT,with  a  narrow  blade,  a  lan- 
cet, or  a  troehar,  are  the  instruments  cm- 
plovf'fl  Tf  the  tliiid  be  limynrl,  riTid  if  there 
be  no  concretion,  the  conteuts  ol  the  cyst 
may  thus  be  evacnated,  and  a  temporary 
cure  e fleeted ;  but  sotm  the  aperture  closes, 
nn»l  the  saliva  aecumulates  as  before.  Pe- 
tit mentions  a  eane  in  whieh  the  puncture 
was  repeated  ten  times,  but  without  g«t> 
ting  rid  of  tlie  disease  'I'he  inrivjon  may 
likewise  be  made  under  the  chin,  and  the 
iiidd  evacuated  externally;  b«t  this  has 
geneiailj  been  looked  upon  as  injudicious 
practice,  and  apt  to  be  followed  by  a  sali- 
vary  fistula,  though  the  danger  in*  this  re- 
spcct  seems  to  have  hem  ovenated. 

But  the  mere  evacuation  of  the  eontents 
of  the  cyst  is  not  the  object  which  ought  to 
be  ke])t  in  view^  we  must  also  end^vour 
t'>  i>r>  vent  them  flfom  accumulating  again, 
mill,  \'i,r  this  purpose,  the  oi>ening  must  be 
kept  frtuu  chttiiug.  This  end  is  frequently 
attained  hy  means  of  the  actual  cauterf ; 
nevertheless  even  this  is  not  infallible.  It 
is  indeed  remarkable,  that  an  opening  in  a 
pouch  distended  by  lluid  constantly  llow- 
ing  from  it  diould  not  prevent  its  closure; 
it  is,  liowcver,  an  establishetl  fact,  and  ono 
%vhich  would  seem  to  prove,  tliaty  in  the 
formation  and  maintenance  of  listute^ 
there  is  something  more  than  the  passafpe 
of  a  liqtiid,  since  n  simple  wound,  or  even 
one  with  loss  of  &ubi>iauce,  is  uot  suflicient 
to  prodnce  it  in  this  instance. 

Excision  of  a  ]h  rtion  of  the  walls  of  the 
tumor,  and  extirpation  of  the  whul^  have 
been  proposed,  but  cannot  be  recommend, 
ed  as  feasible  expedients.  Again,  it  has 
been  asked,  whetli  r  mi  irritating  injection 
could  efi'ect  a  cure  by  inflammation  aud  ad- 
hesion?  Even  then,  however,  the  functions 
of  the  gland  would  be  rendered  nugatory. 
Any  thing  like  tuthcten^m  of  tlic  'loets, 
which  has  also  been  suggested,  ih  diiiicult, 
and  appears  to  me,  besides,  to  be  oitirely 
useless. 

[A  verbose  and  ver^  tedious  euomeration 
of  all  the  methods  which  have  not  succeed- 
ed is  here  introduced  by  the  reporters,  in 
order,  as  it  would  seem,  to  c:  ve  more  eclat 
to  the  process  recuuimcuded  by  M.  Dupuy- 
tren ;  an  account  of  the  latter  we  subjoin.] 

The  method  adopted  at  the  Hotel  Dieu, 
is  to  introduce  a  foreign  b<idy  into  the  cyst 
after  its  evacuation,  and  thus  prevent  the 
puncture  ftom  healing— in  the  same  man- 
ner as  in  fistula  lachrymalis.  To  attain  this 
end,  M.  Dupuytren  caused  to  be  constructctl 
a  Utde  histrument,  consisting  of  a  hollow 
cylinder,  through  which  tlie  saliva  esctiiH  ^. 
The  cylinder  is  four  lines  iu  length,  uud 
about  two  in  breadtli,  and  terminated  at 
either  end  by  a  little  oval  plate,  slightly 
concave  on  its  ixee  side,  and  convex  on  that 
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which  is  adherait  to  th»  ogrliader.  On*  of 
thate  platM  ii  to  be  plaora  in  the  pouch, 

thootner  in  the  ni»>nth  To  circ  an  idea  of 
the  contrivance,  U  uia>  l>u  compared  to 
thoM  littie  doable-headed  battone  whidi 
are  united  by  an  intenneJiate  part,  and 
which  art*  ^tifl  occasionally  used  for  some 
parUi  uf  tilt-  ilress.  It  may  be  made  of  sil- 
ver, gold,  or  platinum ;  the  last  being  per- 
haps the  host,  bccfiusr  it  It  n^t  likely  tO 
be  altered  by  the  iluidii  uf  the  mouth. 

H.  Damiytren  fimt  employed  it  in  a 
young  Mudier,  affected  wiUi  ranula.  The 
foUowiag  ie  the  iiietoiy  of  the  oases— 

Came  L-^^fiaaab  of  Thrtt  Yean  ttrndrng 

Duchateau,  aged  24  years,  ex -tambour 
of  the  Imperial  flnards,  of  small  stature 
and  bilious  temperament,  bad  been  af- 
fected for  three  years  with  a  tumor  under 
the  tongue.  It  crradually  increased  without 
any  pain,  but  greatly  impeded  the  move- 
menta  tibe  tongue.  Anxioiv  toget rid 
of  it,  he  came  to  the  Hotel  Dicu,  October 
14th,  1817.  On  the  side  of  the  frjrnnm  of 
the  tongue  was  seen  a  little  obloug  tumor, 
■emiopaque,  and  oeeupying  the  site  of  the 
canal  of  ^\'hartr)n,  and  apparently  pro- 
duced by  the  dilatation  of  the  excretory 
duct  of  the  sabmaxillary  gland.  Different 
methods  had  been  adi>pted,  but  they  had 
only  removed  the  swcllint<  for  a  very  short 
time.  The  tumor  had  been  incised  by  some, 
and  its  eontents  eracnated;  other*  tried 
cauterism;  but  still  tlie  disease  speedily 
returned.  If .  Dopnytnen  pioocedcd  ae  fol- 
lows:— 

An  opening  was  made  into  the  pouch 

with  a  pair  of  euncd  scissors,  by  wbieh 
means  a  limpid,  inodorous,  viscid  fluid  was 
eracaated.  The  operator  then  took  hold 

of  the  little  instniment  above  described 
with  a  pair  of  di»<^t*f  tTm>;  forceps,  and  in- 
troduced it  into  the  interior  in  such  aman. 
ner  that  one  of  the  plates  was  free  in  the 
mniith.  Frrmi  t!iiv  mnTTH'nt  the  tumor  be- 
came less;  tlie  incibion  healed  fm  the  cy- 
Under;  and  in  fifteen  days  Duchateau  left 
the  hospital  perfectly  cured.  He  eoold  eat» 
tpeak,  and  perforai  all  ordinary  move 
meats  witli  the  tongue  without  any  re- 
■traint 

M.  Dupnytrcn  bavini^  |>crceived  that  the 
instrumeut 'was  not  «juite  perfect,  had  it 
•lightly  altered.  The  cuual  of  the  cylinder, 
for  instance,  wat  diepenaed  with  as  anna, 
ccemj. 

C  aan  IL^HMJifaHmi  tflih§mtlhoi  mplbyai 
in  f  Ae  iMt  mmj—Suecm  «f  tht  in^nnme»u 

Vincent  Tellier,  aged  24,  came  to  the 

Hotel  Pieu,  October  27tb,  1820,  btivinf^ 
had,  for  many  years,  an  oval  tumor  on 


the  left  dda  of  the  fneaom  of  the  tonirne. 
It  was  as  large  as  a  small  hen*s  eg]?, 
and  interfered  with  speakintf,  eatin?,  and 
breathing.  The  operator  laid  bold  of  it 
with  a  pair  of  pincers,  and  eat  ont  a  por. 
tion  with  the  curved  scis-ior^  a*^  l>cfare;  the 
contents  were  evacuated,  and  the  tumor 
became  flaccid.  One  of  the  extremities  of 
tlie  inttrament  waaintiodnced  at  the  open- 
ing in  the  same  manner  a-«:  in  the  prccedinjf 
case.  The  patient  returned  in  eleven 
days;  the  MJiva  passed  readily  be^veca 
the  edges  of  the  wound  and  the  instnuacaL 
The  latter  ba/1  no  effect  cither  on  the  mas- 
tication or  pronunciation,  nor  was  the 
patient  ef«r  eonadons  of  its  preeeaee. 
Some  months  after,  when  TelHcr  revisited 
M.  Dapnytren  for  a  dystieptie  complaint, 
tlie  instrument  was  found  undisturbed,  uur 
had  the  tumor  re- appeared. 

Several  <^Tibst'(]ncTiT  in?;tnrires  of  complete 
success,  leave  uo  room  to  dimbt  the  psoiect 
efficacy  of  M.  Dupuy  tren't  aediod.  The 
following:  ca.sc  is  highly  satisfactory,  inas. 
much  a.s  it  affords  a  moans  of  comparison 
of  the  two  methods  eniidoyed  on  one  and 
the  same  individual,  who  had  two  tanoon 
of  the  same  kind,  bat  indepeadant  of  aadi 

otlier : — 

Case  III, —  Tj  imyle  of  the  Comparative  yie- 
riU  of  the  Old  and  New  Methodt  tf  Tttut" 
aiMt.    CompUU  mcceu  c/*  tin  tatur. 

Pic,  a  female  aged  48,  applied  for  adriet 

at  the  Hotel  Dieii,  on  the  5th  July,  1824* 
She  had  a  soft  tumor,  about  t]i<'  '!/♦•  of'  a 
small  hen's  cg^;,  on  each  side  ilu  Uiread  of 
the  tongue.  The  voice  was  altered;  respi- 
ration and  deglutition  diflicult.  By  the 
touch  it  was  ascertained  that  there  was  no 
eonnexion  between  the  tnattonL  They  had 
been  growinf^  for  three  months:  how  they 
originated  could  not  be  known.  They  hail 
been  opened  three  times,  and  a  viscous 
transparent  flaid  was  let  oat ;  bat  ther  as 
often  ^:rew  ai?ain.  M.  Dnpuytrcn,  for  the 
purpose  of  eumparison,  introduced  his  iU' 
strument  into  tlie  right  side,  while  be  sim- 
ply incised  the  corresponding  tumor.  Th« 
latter  soon  formed  anew;  and  the  Profes- 
sor having  treated  it  then  as  he  did  tiie 
other,  had  the  mtitfaetion  to  lee  it  perfect- 
ly cured.  The  patient  has  presented  her- 
self <rinre  at  the  hospital,  and  hat  had  DO 
recurr».'nce  of  the  diisorder. 

Hut  in  the  treatment  of  this  dieardcr,  as 
wrll  ;\>  in  all  others,  we  should  not  over. 
lo(»k  the  nature  of  the  exciting  cause;  nor 
ihonld  we  foiget  that  the  uroit  practi- 
tioner  must  not  be  tied  do^vn  to  any  ex- 
clusive rnefbod,  We  have  already  observed, 
that  ranula  may  have  its  origia  in  iaflam> 
mation  of  the  excretory  dnets  of  the  tub- 
liufs^iial  and  maxillary  glands ;  and,  when 
this  is  the  case,  the  formation  of  the  tomor 
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is  prumut,  and  the  teu&iun,  pain,  and  red- 
ness of  the  parts,  leave  va  no  room  to  mis- 
take this  kind  with  that  arising  from  quite 
another  cause.  Here  ilic  retention  of  the 
saliva  is  only  a  confictiucnce  of  the  inflam- 
matory state,  and  tlif  cause  being  removed, 
Ri>  should  the  cffeet.  \ < n irtliii::lv,  f  have 
here  to  combat  the  inllajiimatiuu.  Local 
bkedings  ought  to  precede  the  tnigical  re- 
medy. Grunouillette,  in  such  circnm* 
stances,  resembles  retention  of  urine  occa. 
sioned  hy  inflammation  of  the  bladder,  or 
the  anneiced  titsaes<- where  the  evacuation 
of  tlie  liquid  is  but  a  means,  and  general 
and  local  antinhlogistics  can  be  by  no 
means  dispensed  with. 

This  complaint  may,  moreover,  as  we 
bare  said,  be  nmulated  by  tTinuif;  developed 
in  the  same  place,  or  its  immediate  neigh- 
bonihood.  inflammation,  in  fact,  of  tha 
Mi!)lin<Ttml  and  subnmxillim-  tinsijes  may 
give  rise  to  appearances — such  as  abi«cettses, 
or  serous  cysts— which  bear  a  strong  rc- 
seniblaiK  c  to  thc  tumors  of  grenouillette. 
The  following  case  will  shew  how  the  dii^o 
nosis  may  be  mode ; — 

Cask  IV.  —  SubUngttal  T.ipcma  iimutaUiig 
C  reti<mi!lft(  e.  —  Ej  f  »>;>«  I  im. 

A  ftmtiie,  69  years  of  age,  a  sempstress, 
was  tahen  into  the  Hotel  Dien.  For  four 
months  she  l  ad  b«  in  labourini;  dikL  r  the 
folluwing  complaint.  An  indolent  tumor 
VTM  developed  beneath  and  rather  to  the 
left  of  the  end  of  the  tongne.  It  gradnallv 
displaced  that  oT^nn  by  its  growth;  and  at 
last,  after  extending  to  th«  base  of  the 
month,  it  fbrmed  a  projection  at  the  upper 
and  left  I  itrnil  portion  of  tlie  neck.  Se- 
Teral  ])raelitioner';,  who  were  consulted, 
pronounced  it  to  be  a  grenouillette.  When 
thc  woman  entered  the  hospital  the  tumor 
of  the  ton^*nc  was  about  the  pizc  of  a  pi- 

5eoQ*5  egg,  soft,  and  evidently  fluctuating:. 
it  that  part  of  the  neck  jost  mentioned, 
there  was  a  connected  tumor  about  thc 
Bi/^  of  n  niixh  nite  afiple,  and  this,  too,  had 
a  »cnil)luiice  uf  fluctuation.  A  great  irri- 
tability, physical  and  moial,  marked  the 
general  eontlitioi)  f>f  the  patient.  There 
might  seem  U»  be  ruuui  to  doubt  whetlier 
this  was  lipoma  or  grenouillette;  but  M. 
Dupuvtren  st>on  ascertained  this  point,  by 
introifiu  iiii^  a  str;ii-}it  bist<iun'  into  the 
tumor  beneath  thc  tongue.  No  liuuid  came 
Ibrth ;  bat  from  the  fatty  tissue  which  pre- 
sently marie  its  appearance  between  the 
lips  of  the  wound,  ilie  li|>omatous  nature 
of  tlie  tumor  was  made  evident.  Extirpa- 
tion was  eflbctcd,  a«  the  nature  of  the  case 
reguired. 

iliere  were  other  points  in  the  Ibfegolng 
inatanoe  which  mivnthaTe  led  to  a  correct 
diagnosis  even  without  puncture.  The  vo- 
Inme  of  the  tumor,  within  thc  mouth,  was 


less  than  it  u*;ually  is  in  old  ranuljc  which 
extend  to  the  upper  part  of  the  neck ;  and 
that  narrowing  of  the  voluuie,  between  the 
tonifuc  and  neck  portions,  was  also  unusual 
in  grenouillette.  When  tiie  latter  extends 
so  far  it  continues  its  rotund  form  through  - 
out,  and  this  wonid  mark  pretty  clearly 
the  difference  in  the  preceding  case,  iiut 
the  iwiirfttrs  is  certaiiuy  the  moat  satlafliie- 
tory  method  of  explomtion. 


REAf  ABK3 
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INFLUENCE  OF  PHYSICAL  HA- 
BITS  AND  EMPU)YMEMT 

o»  vaa 

SUB  OP  DIFFBBBHT  GLA98B8  OF  MBN. 

By  J.  Black,  M,D. 
Of  ib«  Royal  College  of  FbysIcUot,  Loodoa. 

It  ia  well  known  to  the  slndcnt  nf  the 

natural  hist(»rv  of  our  race,  how  much 
the  different  tribes  of  mankind  .ne  Toodi. 
ficd  bv  climate,  and  how  their  phy  iiical 
^^Towtn  and  conformation  are  improved 
ur  di^terioraied  by  civilization,  diet,  and 
( jii}»](»ynncnt.  It  lins  nlso  been  lonfj^  re- 
marked, thit  similar  races  and  families 
have  undergone  conrcspondiug  modifi- 
catiima  from  change  of  clinuite,  food,  • 
and  occupation.  Donfining',  however^ 
the  subjeet  of  this  paper  to  the  rc«id*'nt 
inhabitants  of  this  country',  and  tlirow. 
mgr  out  of  our  consideration  the  aseucj 
of  eliniatc,  to  wbich  may  be  addeacren 
that  of  diet,  as  affcctinof  the  results  of 
the  (jiH  siion  in  any  way  hcvond  that  of 
cousiitulinc^  a  general  influence  appU^ 
cable  to  lUl — ^we  shall  offer  a  few  ob- 
gerrations  on  the  more  restricted  effects 
resulting  from  ]>)iysical  training  and 
employment  alone. 

The  phyaiicul  education  of  children 
haa  been  much  commented  on  and  talked 
about  of  late  years,  yet,  in  practice,  it 
is  still  pfroatly  misundersiood  and  ne- 
glected. The  prevaiimg  ambition  of 
Uie  rich  to  force  ^  the  youn^  idea"  to 
itkooi  forth  its  precocions  firuita  in  their 
children,  and  tnc  wants  and  tcnipta- 
tioTis  \h(^  \\orkin«r  classes  to  convert 
lijc  iitlic  haud^i  of  their  otfsprin^  to 
some  necuniafy  vtility,  hare  equally 
tended  to  fruiUrate  the  acknowledged 
mn\iin«^  of  this  important  department 
of  education.    Wealth,  the  slave  of 
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fojibiou,  and  poverty,  the  rictim  of  ne- 
cessity, are,  in  some  degree,  subject  to 
ihe  same  retributive  afflictions.  The 
oflspringof  tbr  one  earij  bcconK'  ^ihilii- 
sical,  nervous,  dy.H|)eptic,  and  laterally 
curved  in  dieir  spines ;  while  a  corre- 
sponding* portion  of  the  other  become 
the  nii  liuuholv  f>l»ject4  of  rickets,  me- 
senteric disease,  scrofula,  anterioraliy 
bent  spines,  and  twisted  limbs. 

WiUiout  adrerting^  to  the  whole 
mgencies  slowly  but  cfTectually  act> 
iiig  on  the  growth  and  sjTnmctry  of 
the  child,  the  simple  articlea  of  jacket, 
stays,  boots,  and  shoes,  have  «  ara- 
dual  but  marked  influence.  The 
first  in  confining,  with  the  aid  of 
the  wai&tcoat  buttoned  up  to  the  throat, 
and  the  broad  leather  or  cloth  belt,  as 
lately  worn,  the  due  expannon  of  the 
boy's  thorax,  and,  above  all,  excludingr 
thn  arrrss  of  the  vivifyinf?  ntmf»'-|>bere 
from  the  surface  of  the  body, — an  habi- 
tual  admission  of  the  air  to  which,  it  is 
of  so  noeh  consequence  to  encourage. 

The  stays  of  young  ^irls,  afjain,  have 
not  only  the  same  pernicious  effect,  but 
alsothatof  preventingthegrowth  and  for- 
aiatire  contour  of  the  ribs  and  muscles  of 
the  chest  and  spine,  so  essential  to  the  re- 
quisite stTcn<*"tn  of  the  vertebral  column 
and  file  proper  freedom  of  the  thoracic 
and  digestive  organs.  The  laced  boot, 
in  either  sex,  has  also  the  injuriowi  eflfect 
of  anticipating  the  supply  of  efTcctive 
muscles  tor  moving  the  foot,  l>y  which 
the  calf  is  kept  down  and  the  heel  is 
disposed  to  elongate.  The  strength  of 
the  nuiscles  andtendons,  with  toe  aid 
of  the  lac«Ml  ])o«»t,  at  ^iv  year?  of  age, 
n  ill  he  sulhcient  for  tlic  chihl  at  ten, 
without  any  addition  to  the  mass  of  the 
moving  fibres  of  the  limb.  The  want 
of  proper  clothing  among  the  children 
of  the  poor,  and  especiiilh-  thnvf«  who 
are  siihjected  to  aaily  work  within 
doors,  has,  more  directly,  similar  in- 
jurious results,  firom  the*  greater  expo- 
sure of  the  surfaces  of  their  bodies  to 
the  different  states  of  the  w  eatlier  while 
under  more  or  less  previous  wanaih  and 
perspiration.  The  wooden  clos^  which 
are  worn  in  many  of  the  manulactnring 
distrirts  fuive  nearly  the  same  unfa- 
vourable crt'ects  on  the  muscular  deve- 
lopment of  their  legs  and  the  form  of 
their  ifoot,  however  preventive  of  colds, 
A;c.  as  the  laced  boot  has.  The  sole  of 
the  clog,  or  snbot,  being  thick  and  in- 
elastic,  the  foot  has  no  spring  nor  play 


in  its  movenenls,  being  only  lifted 

and  set  down  in  walking.  The  natufC 
of  the  in(»tion  is  sut  li,  that  the  musiles 
of  the  thigh  and  )>elvis  arc  more  parti- 
cnlarly  called  into  action,  while  the 
gastrocnemii,  with  their  tendons,  are 
little  exercised ;  the  whole  tending  to 
flatten  the  foot,  elongate  the  h#  c  l,  and 
repress  the  clastic  symmetry  ul  the  h  <r, 
Tucse  etiects  are  readily  objierved  iu  the 
youth  of  botli  sexes  belonn^ng  to  file- 
tones,  or  employed  iji  weaving,  and  in 
the  otherwise  stout  and  healthy  lads 
that  are  i>r<mght  up  as  colliers,  carters, 
and  as  fiirm  servants.  T%e  favourable 
contrast  is  seen  in  those  ehildreii  who 
wear  only  the  ]iy;-litest  slioos,  and  even 
in  those  w  ho  wear  no  shoes  at  all ;  the 
former  of  whom  will  only  have  more 
compact  aad  shapely  feet,  wJiile  the  laft. 
ter  will  have  tnem  broader,  but  with 
cahcs  and  heels  in  equal  perfection. 
The  feet  and  legs  of  the  Irisu  peasant, 
and  of  the  Scotch  and  WeUh  inouii- 
taineer,  contrasted  with  those  of  tha 
better  fed  English  labourer,  will  illoa* 
trate  the  observation. 

How  different,  also,  the  feet  of  iikc 
diorough-bred  seaman  fiom  those  of  die 
farm  servant,  and  even  of  the  soldier, 
who  has  been  enlisted  with  no  defect  in 
bis  limbs  !  The  foot  of  the  soaninn  is 
Comparauvely  small,  well  turned  and 
knit,  from  wearing  the  smaU  alippcv- 
shoe,  and  from  the  freouent  and  power- 
ful exercise  to  which  tne  posterior  mus- 
cles of  his  Icpfs  are  subject  in  climbtug, 
&c.;  while  tliat  of  the  Eugli&h  plough- 
man is  generally  long,  flat,  and  has  a 
projecting  heel,  with  little  eal£  This 
latter  conformation  is  more  particnlr\rh" 
observed  in  the  aged  lalM.nrer,  owing  to 
the  long  use  of  tlie  thick  s<4e  and  tight 
lacing  of  his  working  boots.  The  legs 
of  the  foot-soldier  arc  more  fully  pro- 
\i(led  w  itli  muscles,  and  have  more  eon- 
tour  than  those  of  the  dragoon,  ow  lug 
to  the  diflerent  calls  made  on  the  exer- 
cise of  their  lower  limbe.  The  dragmm, 
however,  sooner  acquires,  nnd  lnii!j-rr 
preserves,  a  better  tmbonpomt  iAm\  more 
abdominal  girth  tlian  his  fellim  of  « 
marching  regiment,  the  pla^  of  wbooe 
abdominal  muscles,  in  walking  w  itJi  his 
anus  and  accoutrements,  keeps  down  hi* 
abdomen,  while  the  bulk  ot  his  liiub^ 
are  relatively  increased.  Coaehmeu  also 
exhibit  a  marked  diflerenoe  in  this  re- 
spcet  from  the  wnpfgoncr,  navigator,  or 
waterman ;  all  of  w  hum  are  eqiudly  well 
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disced  aaU  exposcii  to  tlie  healthy  iutiu- 
tace  «f  the  air.  Jebu  often  aits  on  his 
Uiv,  the  ijjie  of  a  niddy  Hemtlen^  with 
hi^  slcinier  linihs  encased  in  tnp-liooH ; 
•»biie  the  ot^ei^  wield  their  whip,  or  the 
mr.witii  brawny  sfaonlderSfiilenderwmist, 
«mI  with  UMNO  muscular  and  sine»  v, 
thinig^  often  nncnuthly-formed,  linihs. 
All  curious  observers  have  remarked,  in 
giemxzd,  the  quick  ami  u^tright  ^ait  of 
ImIom,  with  thotr  slight  indinatton  of 
the  right  shoulder  forwards;  the  broad 
sboiiId'  T^  :\im\  Tiiiiscniar  arms  of  the  but- 
cher mxd  baker,  however  different  theiif 
cxvmpleuons  mually  are ;  and  the  spare 
fig-ore,  the  lank  uid  bent  limbs,  or  the 
hand-loora  weaver,  and  the  panUel 
■otion  «»f  Kis  feet  in  walking-. 

lu  diriitrcnt  classes  of  operative  men, 
laB  ai  well  at  short  individaals  wery 
frrquendjr  ^fear,  however  unfavour* 
alilf  thf  «>crnpation  may  be  for  <levclop- 
xug  the  muscular  mass  of  the  body  ;  and 
it  apfiears  that  the  habits  and  occupa- 
tisas  of  Hie  iaAueaee  the  g^rth  of  the 
Wdy,  or  the  muscular  crowth,  much 
ifwrn-  than  the  jslaturt^.  This  la«t  8eem<5 
tu  be  affected  more  by  hereditary  im- 
pvcanssi  and  eongeneroas  descent  than 
the  cirrumfefcnce  of  the  body  or  the 
breadth  of  the  cbe>t  is.  In<l(H  fl,  in 
many  ca.M-s,  threat  stature  is  ae<  oiiipa- 
nied  with  relative  uiuticular  weakueiis, 
and  m  aotseidoai  the  eflhet  of  debilitat- 
ia^caaaea  Ions-  acting  on  the  body  dur- 
ing 'j'»^m  tli,  but  without  injuring  the 
fancuuus  uf  accretion.  In  the  c(niva- 
lescence  froatlcTcr  in  young  people,  we 
fiAen  find  tibe  body  take  on  a  remarkably 

r"  :k  iiiarcase  of  stature ;  wbicli  may 
partly  owing  to  lopij-  n  ( imihoncv, 
which  allows  the  vertebral  column  to 
eliiigafc  adtiioat  cwasoiidation  fiam  ex* 
rrcise. 

Of-^  n  ations  on  thcfic  trrncral  rfferta, 
iadaced  me  to  ascertain  exactly  the 
CMnparalire  difference  between  two 
bodies  u/  men,  brought  up  from  their 
rhiklhood  and  employed  in  very  dif- 
ferrnt  Oicenpations,  but  residing  in  the 
hMaue  Of ighbourbood  —  both  acquiring 
MsHj  the  sane  rate  of  oomrortable 
wageA,  living  on  the  same  diet,  and  ge- 
isrrallv  all  natives  of  the  same  district. 
1  be  iu(»  elasses  are,  the  o{»erative  cot- 
iitj«i-*piuiier»  and  tlie  crofters,  or  opera- 
tive Uaaeheta  of  eotlon  goods,  by  the 
aid  of  nMchtaery,  water,  and  diemical 
detrrg'nitj^ :  and,  in  order  to  complete 
the  tnt'TL-Ht  of  the  investigation,  I  nave 
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compared,  by  actual  measurement,  their 
respectire  statures,  girths  of  body,  and 

their  averag-^*  with  th(»se  of  tlie  same 
ninnber  of  sohliers,  who,  being-  long-  In 
the  Army,  have  been  subjected  to  many 
and  diflbrent  physical  circumstances 
acting  upon  their  bodily  growth  and 
fig-urc. 

liefore  referriug-  to  the  tH])ular  evpo- 
Mtiou  of  these  result!;!,  as  set  lurth  here- 
after, I  shall  state,  for  the  information 
of  those  who  may  not  be  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  nature  of  theeniplovfuentaof 
the  operatives  under  review,  the  ilirect 
and  collateral  influences  to  which  they 
are  rcspectiirely  and  habitual  ly  sub- 
jected. 

The  class  of  '^pinners  that  were  ex- 
amined, have  ail  i>ceu  brought  up,  with 
anlF  one  or  two  exceptions,  fimn  their 
childhood  in  the  cotton  fSictories ;  enter* 
ing  at  first  as  pt*  (-frs,froni  7  to  \'2  ve.ira 
of  age,  and  going  thmng-h  otlicr  subor- 
dinate offices  in  the  card  room,  6cc  till 
they  acquire  tlic  charge  of  the  spinners' 
wheels,  which,  if  they  arc  active  and 
steady,  tliey  gruemlly  do  at  the  ag-«^of 
19  to  21,  according  as  they  arc  wanted. 
All  those  whom  I  examined  had  been  in 
the  factories  from  seven  years  at  least, 
with  the  above  exceptions.    During  tliis 

Iteriod  of  jjivenile  lalxjur,  they  worn  the 
iill  time  of  the  adult«i,  varying  in  dif- 
ferent  mills  from  twelve  to  fourteen 
hours  daily,  excluding  time  for  meals  ( 
and  they  are  exposed  to  an  atmosphere 
more  or  less  du^ty,  with  a  temperature 
Taryujg  from  76  to  90  degrees,  accord- 
ing to  the  fineness  of  the  yarn  that  is 
manufactured.  Their  diet  may  be  said 
to  he  snfficiently  plentiful  and  nourish- 
ing, as  the  gcneialitv  are  children  uf 
the  operatives  themselTes,  who  have  al- 
ways enjoyed  good  wages.  The  chil- 
dren of  weavers  and  of  widows,  are,  of 
course,  not  so  well  clothed  or  fed,  from 
the  necessities  of  tlieir  parents.  The 
young  men,  w  hen  put  to  a  wheel,  have 
wages  varying  fro?ii  'Ms.  to  30*.  per 
week,  ami,  whetlicr  married  or  not, 
have  good  cottages,  and  much  in  their 
power,  as  to  domestic  comlbrt,  if  (hey 
and  their  wires  were  to  make  the  most 
of  their  means  and  si  nation. 

I  shall  not  enter  into  any  notice  of 
the  constitutional  diseases  and  moral 
habits  of  this  class  of  work-people,  tis 
these  subjects  have  been  well  treated  of 
by  a  few  medical  statistical  writers  of 
late. 
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TLia  is,  then,  a  condition  of  lifo, 
ejEelusire  of  hereditavy  descent  in 
moBt  instances  from  families  similarlj 
eng'aj^ctl,  whi(  b  offVi  s  ;i  (.In  finite  field  far 
aseertaininjy  the  cflccts  of  habitual  oc- 
cujiation  on  the  physical  developineitt. 
Aecording^ly,  I  measured  60  spinners 
from  one  mill  an<l  50  from  another*  both 
in  tlie  t(nvn  of  noltoii ;  nnrl  to  obviate 
all  errors  in  the  average,  1  took  them  as 
ihey  stood  on  their  lists,  from  19  years 
of  Hffe  upwards.  Of  these  100,  six 
were  ll>  yrars  of  a^-o,  seventy  were  from 
2<>  to  29  inchit>ive,  seventeen  from  30  to 
39,  and  seven  >verc  from  40  to  46 :  the 
last  being  almost  the  utmost  agre  at 
which  any  spinners  are  founa  at 
work. 

The  croflern,  or  working" bleachers,  arc 
generally  the  sons  of  those  similarly 
employed,  or  of  labonren,  weavers,  or 
farm  scrvantn.  They  commence  their 
services  in  theerr»ft  nr  1)]eacli-\vnrk  fv^m 
12  to  17  years  of  age,  and  are  exposved 
to  a  ^ooa  deal  of  varied  muscular  exer- 
tion, in  carrying  and  turnincf  over  pieces 
of  clotli  from  one  uasluiij,'--\vlu  cI,  vat, 
boiler,  or  sloaming-vessel,  to  aiKttlicr; 
subject  at  all  times  to  be  wet,  from  wa- 
ter at  the  natnrsl  temperature  of  the 
season  to  that  of  a  boiling  heat,  and 
gfonerally  to  an  atnKisjili'  re  charged 
with  aqueous  vapor.  Lime  and  nlkali, 
in  hot  solutions,  are  often  the  incnstrua 
of  their  work ;  and,  horn  the  extensive 
use  of  the  chlorides  in  bleaching,  tlic  v 
often  breathe  an  atmosphere  more  or  less 
impregnated  with  the  chlorine  gas :  be- 
sides  that,  in  many  of  the  bleaehinj^ 
estabIi^hnlents  the  chloride  of  lime  is 
prepared  on  the  sjxit.  The  habitual 
manipulation  ;niifvn»r  writer  and  steam 
keeps  the  surlaci  N  vi  ihcir  bodies  very 
clean;  and  though  the  changes  fimn 
cold  to  warmth  and  even  heat,  from 
drv  to  moist,  are  daily  and  constant,  in 
going  through  their  work  and  to  and 
no  to  their  ijomes  for  their  meals  and 
rest,  tli»  V  are  a  very  healthy  body  of 
men.  1  hey  arc  seldom  subject  to  dys- 
peptic, intestinal,  or  pulmonarv  <Vi<.. 
eases,  e.vcejit  to  a  smart  pneumonia  on 
rare  occasions;  and  the  most  frequent 
complaint  to  which  they  are  liable  is 
rheumati>ni.  Tbrv  arc  a  fine  bodv  of 
workmen,  and  there  rvr-rv  n^ason  to 
atlrilmle  their  gomi  heaitii  and  muscular 
develcypment,  to  the  deanlmess  of  their 
persons,  and  the  sort  of  case-hardening 
their  constitutions  experience  in  the  aU 
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tematioiis  of  temperature  and  moistore, 
somewhat  similar  to  the  braeing  efl^ts 

of  the  Russian  baths,  as  well  as  to  the 
frequent  inhalations  of  ililntcrl  rliloHno. 
Their  wages  vary  from  twenty -l«/ur  to 
Uiirty-four  shillings  per  week,  and  their 
cottages  are  exceedingly  comfoitablein 
many  of  the  establishments.  Their 
die>is  is  adapted  to  their  feelings  and 
eiupluy liRiil;  and  a  stranger  passing 
through  this  nelghboarhoM,  has,  n<i 
doubt,  at  times  inqnmd  what  class  of 
peojde  are  thev  w'ho  are  rb»ibed  in 
'short,  whitr,  tliick  wo<»JIeu  jackets, 
with  tlieir  wuii»lcoat  aud  shirt-coUar 
thrown  open,  and  e3di]bttiii||r  a  neck  ami 
breast  of  hanly  proportions  and  as 
niddy  as  the  cneeks  of  a  mom. 
taineer  ? 

From  the  number  of  this  class  cm- 
ployed  in  this  place  and  neighbonrlwod, 

amounting  to  some  few  thousands,  I 
selected  two  prrnripal  works  and  took 
the  measurement  of  60  from  each,  as 
stated  in  the  table,  and  aalhey  stood  on 
the  books  of  the  respective  concerns. 
Of  these  100,  two  were  19 years  of  a^-e, 
forty -five  were  from  2<)  to  "20  inclusive, 
iliirty-tliree  from  iiU  to  39,  thirteen  from 
40  to  49,  and  seven  from  60  to  US. 

The  training,  diet,  exercise,  and  ha- 
bits of  soldiers  are  well  kiifTwii  to  all. 
I  shall  only  observe,  that  Uic  100  men  of 
the  85th  regiment  gave  me  a  goo<l  <>I>por- 
tuntty  of  a  comparative  innerence,  as 
the  corps  is  a  light  infantry  regiment, 
havinf»"  no  |virke»]  (l.-iiik  eomjianies,  nnd 
the  men  being  a  long  time  in  the  anu^v . 
The  two  companies  were  measured, 
through  the  kind  liberty  granted  by  the 
commandinf*-  oftieer,  as  tney  midc  rweni 
inspection;  and  of  these,  one  was  19 
years  of  age,  tbirty-lwo  were  from  20 
to  29  in>;lasive,  iil'iy-one  from  90  to  90; 
and  sixteen  from  40  to  49.  Forty-six 
had  been  in  the  army  above  10  vcar=;. 
fifteen  had  been  above  20  years,  ^lyl 
one  was  34  years  in  the  >erv  ice. 

The  height,  in  all  these  cases,  vnts 
taken  without  shoes  or  stockings;  and 
tbr  I  ireiinifrrence  of  the  naked  cbest  on 
a  line  close  below  the  nipple.  The 
heighu  are  marked  at  the  progressive 
proportions  of  an  inch,  which  tndadcs 
all  ilio  fractional  ones  between  that  and 
the  next  lower  inch  ;  and  the  indite  i.f 
girth  denote  all  at  any  one  round  niini- 
ber,  and  the  fractional  ones  from  the 
foregfoiug  number. 
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Xabplar  Statemevt  nf  the  Heujhta  and  Widffi*!  round  the  Chest  nf  an  ftfual 
^itmber  of  Cotton  ^uimiers^  Crofters  or  hieachers,  and  ^oidia^  oj  the 
Re^nmmtt  of  Light  Infantrif. 


mvrSTS  AMD  WIDTB8  OP  CHS8T  OF  100  COTTON  SPINNEES. 

Number 

of  ilf  n. 

Ht  i.  ' I  ui  Feet 

Ii.ches. 

27 

30 

32 

3.3 

3r>37 

3« 

39 

1 

40 

11 

42 

S  M 

3  .. 

9  .. 
13  .. 
14 

17  .. 
13  .. 
13 

9  .. 

5 

1  .. 
i  .. 

5  0 

5  1 
5  2 

5  3 
3  1 
A 

6  (i 
5  7 

5  8 

5  9* 
3  10 

6  1 

1 
I 
1 
1 

3 
2 
♦J 

•  • 
»  • 

1 
1 

3 
1 

*i 

1 
1 

li 
1! 

1 

2 
2 
2 
2 

1 
1 

..|  2 

2!  2 
3!  3 
4  2 
2  3 
91  I 

I 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

«  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

3 
1 

3 

I 
1 

1 
1 

2|  4 
li  3 

1 

1 

2 

•  • 

3 

i 

•  » 

1 

*  • 

1 

•  • 

i 

1 

•• 

1 

1 

1 

'1 

1 

'  t 

100 

•  • 

1 

a 

'1 

14 

IW^1(»|I2 

\ 

a 

1 

•Ti 
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1 

.  1 
9  .. 

10  .. 
^1  .. 

11  .. 

jf  •  • 

1 

5  2 
3  S 
5  1 

0  0 
3  6 
5  7 
3  8 
5  9 
5  10 
.3  11 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 
(i 

•  * 

2 
3 

'>  'J 

3 
1 
4 
7 
2 
2 
1 

•> 

I 

*i 

3 

:> 

1 
1 

(i 

1 
1 

•  • 

1 

1 
1 

2 
1 
1 
1 

\ 

1 
I 

•> 

2  W 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

•  • 

■  •  •  • 

8 

1 

Ui 

23 

18  2( 

1 

v 

1 

1 

1 

1 

'A   '  . 

rt^nsmt*  AHD  WIDTHS  OF  100  HEN  OF  THE  83tH  REGIMENT. 

1  at 
14  .. 

87 

28  .. 
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Comparative  Averages  of  tht^  A<)v^,  HeiffhH^  nnrl  Wirftfi.s  round  the  Chest,  of  the 

above 'Slated  three  Classes  oj  Men. 


Cf*A8S. 

Ac«  in  Ytan. 

Hdiht. 

Width. 

|(X)  Cro Iters,  or  Blt-achers  .... 
100  Men  of  the  85th  Regiment .  .  . 

26.71 
32.12 
33.67 

Fret.  Inrhr*. 

5  4.t>i 

5  6.75 

6  7.67 

64.6 

From  the  above  tables  some  interest^ 
infr  inferences  may  be  deduced ;  and,  if 

tin  y  had  rnihrnceu  a  l-n  -^vr  number  of 
the  same  or  oilier  classes  of  workmen, 
the,v  would  lead  to  some  very  important 
atatlsticat  and  physiological  iiifurmation. 
From  the  fair  manner  in  which  the  mea- 
surements wore  taken,  T  am,  however, 
eotitideut  that  a  more  extended  investi- 
gation of  the  same  classes  would  be 
followed  by  the  same  arerage  ivsults; 
ami  it  cortninly  will  become,  in  the 
course  of  a  few  g-eiicrations.  a  subject  of 
more  intcrc&t  to  a^^certaiu  whether  the 
succeeding-  families  of  sudi  operatives 
(for  the  iemales  are  undergoing^  nearly 
the  same  physical  inflticnrcs  from  wf»rK, 
diet,  and  confinement,  a.s  the  males)  will 
present  an  increasing-  disparity  in  size, 
according-  to  the  leng-th  of  nereditary 
labour  and  emplo^'ment.  Notwithstand- 
ing- the  comparatively  stint <•(!  irrf^^^'th  of 
the  spinners,  it  is  8ati<tfaL-iory  to  fiud 
that  they  do  not  labour  pr(»]>ortionably 
under  disease,  as  I  have  ascertained  from 
the  returns  of  their  sick  clubs ;  hut  as 
this  is  a  subject  on  which  I  do  not 
choose  to  cuter  at  present,  I  shall  con- 
clude by  presumine  that  the  above  ob. 
serrations  and  taldes  may  be  of  some 
ititrrrst  to  the  readers  of  your  respected 

jciiunal.  J,  B. 

Bolton,  April  16,  1S8S. 


BAKDAOE  IN  PARTURITION. 


To  ike  Editor     the  Medical  Gazette. 
Sir, 

Should  the  folloving-  obserrations  on 
the  use  of  the  bandage  in  jKirturition, 
which  were  lately  rraa  before  ??)<•  York 
Medical  Society,  be  deemed  u  orihv  of  a 
place  in  your  valuable  joomal,  f  shaU 
he  much  obliged  by  tbcir  insertion. 


In  oonsuUing-  the  most  approved 
writers  on  midwifery,  I  have  been  sur- 
prised to  find  no  alhisimi  to  the  use  of 
the  bandag-e  during  parturition,  except 
in  Ing-leby  on  Utenne  Hujmorrhage. 
Many  have  stronc-Iy  advocated  its  ap. 
plication  afier  delivery,  as  a  means  of 
arrestiiip;-  htemorrhag;e,  by  exciting-  con- 
traction ol**the  uterus ;  yet,  even  for  thi?* 
practice,  I  am  not  aware  that  an^  bare 
n-eommendetl  its  application  previous  to 
tlio  l»lrth  of  the  child  or  secundines, 
tlioiifrli,  on  reflection,  it  nnist  he  evident 
diut  to  render  it  effectual  an  a  preveuta- 
tive,  it  shotdd  be  used  beibre  tne  uterua 
is  evacuated,  to  excite  due  contraction 
and  prevent  rolaxafion. 

As  to  the  kind  of  bandagt^,  and  me- 
thod of  amilying^  it,  I  need  only  observ  e» 
that,  afler  a  variety  of  trials,  I  have 
found  the  common  cotton  shawl  to  an- 
swer all  purposes;,  form  one  of  the 
best;  this  is  folded  up  corner  ways,  so 
as  to  make  a  belt  about  fourteen  inches 
broad,  or  so  wide  as  to  c<unpletely  eneir- 
ele  the  abdomen,  and  tlien  crossed  or 
tied  at  the  baek.  Tins  kind  of  shawl, 
from  ita  size  and  soft  elastic  nature, 
forms  a  eorofertable  and  eas^  haiidam^, 
readily  yielding  to  the  motion  of  Uie 
patient,  and  is  f.n-  jueferaMe  tn  the  rian- 
kiu  or  towel,  viljich  do  not  so  rea^Iilv 
become  adapted  to  the  figure,  besides 
lacking-  that  elasticitv  so  essential  to 
comfort.  Care  should  be  taken  that  it 
it  is  neither  too  thick  to  prevent  easr 
aiiaptation  when  ^  the  body  beeomt^s 
smaller,  nor  too  thin  in  substance,  so  as 
by  slipping^  top  tlic  r  to  form  a  mere  li. 
gature  ;  thus  failing  in  its  main  object, 
and  ;^vin)^  pain  rather  than  support 
duriuff  delivery. 

With  ref^rd  to  the  period  of  applies- 
tion,  I  <  annot  go  so  far  as  Ingleby,  and 
say,  that  it  i"  most  useful  when  applied 
ou  the  accession  of  labour,  and  IJierr- 
ibre  always  to  be  used  iu  the  fin* 
Stages;  but  I  deem  if  most  snitaUa 
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wIm  ti  tlie  OS  iiUri  is  (o!orr<}>lj  dilated, 
zud  connected  with  that  t>tate  oi'  the 
•oft  pant  which  requires  but  a  little 
tttorinc  force  to  overcome  the  resistance, 
and  theu  the  banda^  will  g-ive  effect  to 
this  i>ower;  but  to  use  it  previous  to  tljis 
coDuition,  would  be  tu  excite  sucli  action 
as  mt^t  probably  exhaust  the  patient 
cre  the  last  stage  had  come  on ;  in  first 
case*  loo,  it  might  be  attended  with 
other  bad  couseijuenceSf  as  too  early 
taptam  of  the  membranes,  thus  endan- 
gerin^  the  safety  of  the  child.  If  the 
pains  were  unusually  rapid  and  strong 
111  a  first  case,  I  should  be  cautioii.s  in 
tuiutf  the  bandage,  except  during  the 
cxpusion  of  the  child  and  aeeua&es ; 
¥et  in  certain  difficult  fint  cases  I  hare 
seen  it  v»i]tf^r>^»     tfir  !isc  of  the  forceps. 

The  dilfcrt'ut  ways  iu  which  I  con- 
ceive the  baudag'e  may  be  made  availa- 
hie  to  theaeooQcneur,  and  advantageous 
to  the  natifuf,  arc  the  following: — 

1st,  when  finnly  and  steamly  held, 
it  fixes  the  trunk,  and  enables  the  pa- 
tient to  direct  her  eneigies  to  Uie  ute- 
line  power. 

It  may  be  said  ihaf  ]>arturition  is  a 
natural  process,  and  oujjht  not  to  he  in- 
terfered with;  this,  with  some  iiutita- 
tioo,  I  grant ;  and  where  woman  is  in 
a  state  of  nature,  what  I  here  recom- 
mpjifl  wnttM  alnjf»st  always  usele!<s. 
But  in  ciTilized  itociety  the  case  is  far 
odicnnse. 

Mir,  The  bandage  I  imagine  to  be 
also  tne  mn>t  powerful  and  univei-sal 
•timulant  to  liri-rine  action  that  we 
Itavc ;  fur  b^  firmly  ^^raspiiig  the  abdo- 
men,  it  pveases  uartienlariy  on  the  fun- 
dus uteri,  as  well  aa  partly  comniunicat. 
in-^-  n  lateral  prr^-^nrf.  The  stiniuhis 
tluu  fnctiou  pioUuces  is  tntimi^-,  and  can 
teUom  he  long  oontinued ;  tlie  pressure 
vf  the  hand  on  the  fundus  uteri  is  objee- 
tion.ihlc,  from  the  great  pain  it  induces, 
if  at  ail  efficient,  besides  the  difficulty  uf 
twceping  it  steady.  The  bandage,  by  re- 
gnlar  and  e4|nal  pressure,  excites  the 
ntenift  without  additional  pain,  and  cau 
be  Fv^ulated  at  the  aceoiirlieur's  will, 
accoraing  to  e-\is.tin^  cireum.stances. 

ddljr^  The  bandage  gives  efficiency  to 
■terine  cAbfts  by  mechanical  aasistance, 
if  not  ahn  by  increasing  muscular 
wer.  That  U  njerh.inically  aids  la^- 
ur,  I  think,  is  easily  comprehended, 
when  ^ou  consider  that  at  the  time  the 
oteniK  u»  powerfully  eontracted,  it  fonns 
almost  an  unyielding  lesistaace ;  hence 


prr^siifp  on  ita  fundus  nnd  sidf*:  must 
nietliuuically  force  its  contents  down- 
wards, in  the  direction  given  by  the  Ion- 
gitudinal  fibres  of  that  viscus,'and  thus 
aid  the  efforts  of  iirtturc,  \vhi(  li  iu  some 
cases  I  have  found  so  unecjuiv n<  :iUy 
proved,  that  its  descent  would  be  more 
advanced  bv  pressure  than  the  pains. 

4thly,  The  bandage,  by  pressure  on 
the  funilus  uteri  during  the  expulsion  of 
the  child,  causes  its  pro]>er  contraction 
on  the  placenta,  prevmting  the  jusUy- 
dreaded  consequences  of  relaxation  of 
that  viscus.  iJie  only  caution  Iiere  ne- 
cessary is,  that  afVrr  tlie  head  Ikis  passed 
the  OS  externum,  and  while  the  shawl 
is  drawn  tijg^ht,  care  must  be  taken  that 
the  child  is  not  too  rapidly  expelled ; 
care  shrnild  he  taken  rather  to  retard  the 
egress  of  the  Imdy  and  extremities.  By 
mere  mechanical  juressure,  and  the  con- 
sequent  stimiUus  it  possesses,  you  com- 
mand the  proper  an(f  natural  contraction 
of  the  uterus,  escapin<>-  the  ^jireatest  evil 
the  nractitiouer  has  to  couteud  with ; 
for  "  more  women  die  of  httmorrhages 
succeeding  labour,  than  from  all  the 
other  fntM  causcs  of  parturition  taken 
together." 

6thly,  and  lastly,  The  bandage  is  ad- 
vantageous in  preservin|p  the  relative 
position  of  the  viscera,  after  the  evacua- 
tion of  the  uterus;  for  it  effcctirally  pre- 
vents that  syncope  which  is  often  so 
distresainff  to  the  patient,  and  notuiifre- 
(|uently  the  first  cause  of  uteiine  selaxa- 
tion,  and  consequent  floodini^'-. 

Thus  have  I  briefly  atienipted  to  de- 
scribe the  advantages  of  this  application  ; 
and  in  conclusion  shall  merely  add,  that 
where  tlie  assistance  here  recommended 
has  been  resorted  to,  the  patients  have 
expressed  their  surprise  at  the  great  re- 
lief which  they  obtained,  and  nave  at^ 
tempted  to  account  for  it  by  supposing 
that  it  possessed  some  more  mystical 
virtue  tlian  the  mere  girding  of  a  shawl. 

I  must  apidogise,  sir,  lor  the  space 
which  I  have  filled* ;  but  anjious  to  di- 
rect the  attention  of  others  to  a  subject 
of  so  much  importance,  I  trust  jou  will, 
excuse 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

James  Allbn^ 

York,  Miircb  27,  1»S3. 


*  W«  bave  tohen  tbe  llbcr'y  of  nbrtdgliic  tbto 

paper  very  coasiderubly  ;  but  wv  trust  wliboat 
leaving  out  any  thing  «»»enUal.—E.  G> 
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ANALYSES  AND  NOTICES  OF  BOOKS. 


MEDICAL  JURISFKUDENCE. 

POWSB8   OF   CORONKKS— PRIVIUBGSS  OF 
MEDICAL  M£N. 


To  the  Editor  rf"  the  Medical  GaxeUe. 

SlE, 

The  general  practitionen  of  Wakefield 

have  formed  themselves  into  a  society 
for  tlie  mntiinl  commnnication  of  know, 
ledge  and  the  support  of  the  interests 
of  me  medical  profeaaioii. 

Among-  the  matters  latel/  dtscussnd, 
the  subject  of  cfjronfrs'  inrjnosts  wa<?  in- 
tnxlucod,  and  the  following  rcsolutious 
were  passed. 

As  iccrctary  to  the  society,  I  heg  to 
present  them  to  yon  for  insertion.  If 
they  o!)tnin  your  apprnhalirm,  I  need 
scarcely  add  that  we  shall  feel  most 
happy  to  have  the  sappoit  of  jour 
powerfiil  pen. 

T  am^  sir 
Yours  obediently, 

Benjamin  Walker, 

WakcfttM.  hvMVf,  18U. 

At  a  meetiD^  of  the  Wakefield  Mcdi- 
cal  ConverMzione, 

P.i-olved, 

T'.f.  That  t!jc  medical  pr  ilVs'^i  Ti  is  a 
learned,  moral,  and  reputable  one,  and 
it  is  tlierefure  requisite  that  the  practice 
of  nredicine  be  adeqtiately  remunmted. 

•2(lly.  That  the  office  oi*  coroner  is  one 
of  biQfb  aiirl  important  trust;  and  that 
the  institution  of  "  inquest"  is  one  of 
the  most  important  parts  of  the  British 
constitution,  and  can  seldom  be  well 
cfnuliicfi  (I  \^  iifiout  medical  evidenrf  ntid 
opinion  ;  and  iberefore  it  is  hifj-hlv  ne- 
cessary tiiat  Uie  study  of  jurispruclence 
he  well  understood  bj  medical  men. 

3dly.  That,  in  order  to  induce  medical 
men  to  bi  stow  time  aTid  PTpense  on  this 
study,  it  is  reipusite  that  jurispnidential 
knowledg-e  and  ability  should  be  ade- 
quately rewarded. 

4lhrv.  That  the  non-existence  or  un- 
certainty of  the  law  on  the  subject  of 
medical  remuneration  for  ulieudancc  on 
the  coroner's  inquest,  is  a  great  hin« 
drance  to  the  prosecution  m  forensic 
studies  in  medical  men. 

Tifbly.  That  it  is  exj  ( <li»  nt  that  this 
be  bn»U8fht  before  parliauu-nt  as  early 
as  poes^lc,  in  order  that  such  an  iigu* 
rioiis  t^rievance  may  he  removed. 

Glhly.  That  it  is  unreasonable  lud  un- 


just for  mod  ion  1  men  to  be  compelled  by 
the  writ  of  the  coroner  to  attend  an  m- 
qucst,  and  ^ive  not  onlj  cr?idettce  bat 
also  scientinc  opinions,  and  to  be  nn* 
able  to  claim  remuneration  for  what 
they  dO|  or  compensatiou  for  what  th*^ 
lose. 

7thlj.  That  it  is  inexpedient  for  to 
lar^c  and  important  a  jyrofesaion  as  the 

medical  one  is,  to  remain  uiirepre^fTitrrl 
in  parliament,  and  that  it  is  the  impera- 
tive duty  of  the  medical  profession, 
therefore,  to  obtain  ibr  their  inteiesls  a 
voice  in  the  legislature  of  the  kingdom. 

Hthlr.  That  these  resoluii  >ns  l»e  for- 
warded to  the  Medical  Gazette  and  the 
Lancet,  and  that  the  profession  geut- 
rally  be  requested  to  take  an  aetive  part 
in  obtaining-  that  just  ami  equitable  at- 
tention to  ito  interests  which  is  due  to  it. 


ANALYSES  amd  NOTICES  of  BOOK& 


"  L'Autcur     tu*  k  sUoneer  ce  que  le  lecteur  »c 
tve  h  sbt<gcr."— D'AucwBsitT. 

The  Anatomy  and  Phyiiology  of  tie 

Orfjan  of  Hearing;  with  Remarks 
on  (  ongrnital  Deujueu^  the  Dixcaset 
of  the  Eai'f  name  Imperfections  of 
the  Organ  of  Speech^  ana  the  pro- 
per  Treat  in  nit  oj  these  several  AffeCr 
turns.   By  David  Ton, 

The  peculiarly  comforlleas  eonditioli  of 

Eersons  who  want  the  power  of  hearing' 
as  been  frequently  remarked;  and 
shrewd  observers  have  doubted  whether 
the  loss  of  any  other  sense  could  he  pro- 
ductive  of  more  unhappiness.  With 
the  excej[)tion  of  the  touch  (and  with 
this,  we  (aiicy^  it  is  not  quite  fair  to  insii- 
tote  a  comparison,  extensive  as  it  is,  and 
ftever  whoUy  ahaent  while  life  ispresentX 
there  are,  perhaps,  none  of  our  scn.irs 
so  precious.  Milton  elofjuently  >iv» 
his  being  "  in  darkness,  and  v*  nil  uan- 

fers  compassed  round;"  bat  wotild  he 
ave  been  in  a  less  deplorable  condition 
compassed  roniid  u  itn  dancfer  in  deaf- 
ness? What  misery  would  he  not  Iimvc 
felt  had  be  been  cut  ofl*  from  tbat 
**  sweet  conrewe"  which  he  could  90 
exquisitely  apnrcciate !  But  onliti%w 
mortals,  as  w.-ll  as  poets,  can  feel  sen- 
sibly the  mistlbrtune  ol*  bein^  denrivt'^ 
of  Uie  sense  of  hearinc^:  ana  tJbis 

auacks  know.  Thet«a>e  few  or<raTK9  of 
ic  body  which  ha?e  so  exduaiTely 
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gaged  the  attrition  of  eni|>iricji?  pnicti-  fiidier,  muther,  beer,  Vc,  ^Undi  she  bad 

tianerK  as  the  ear;  there  is  jm^i  cuuug^h  leamt  from  the  luulioa&i  ol  the  lips  oi' 

itf  diflk:ultj  aud  mastery  about  the  struc-  otbetB. 

tuie  and  funetions  ol  ifi(>  organ  to  ciia-  On  examiniDi^  tbe  meatut  of  eacb 

ble  them  to  mystify  ad  libitum,  and  to  e;n\  flicre  appeared  to  be  a  plentiful  se- 

remler  it  ■^  rich  field  for  fli»  ir  rxcrtions.  crctiou  of  wax,  niid  the  memhrana  t^  m- 

Somc  of  tiiLia  have  wriiic-u  Woks,  uud  pan!  seemed  to  he  entire,  but  apparently 

sech  lM>oks-*HU  make  it  inpo'attTe  od  more  oonoare  than  U9Utu.   Ou  in  trod  ue- 

pen»ons  properly  qualified  to  take  the  ing'  the  soft  boufB^ie,  hoirerer,  I  ibund 

subjeet  out  of  their  hand The  volutnc  tliat  althon«;-h  the  membrane  appeared 

before  us  is  likely  to  do  g^ood  service  in  perfect  Ut  the  eye,  it  was  very  much 

this  respect;  it  is  among  the  few  that  malfonued  j  that  the  haudic  of  the  nial- 

we  have  met  witb,  in  wbieb  the  ac>  leus  waii  external  to  it«  and  attadied  to 

tual  knowledg-c  that  we  possess  reg-anl-  the  incus  instead  of  the  malleus.  The 

inir  t^''"  t'ar  ih  dearly  slated,  and  that  right  year  w;»<  ^(,11  more  malformed, 

kiiuHit  ilj^-o  rendered  available  by  be-  aud  more  inscuhible  to  sound  than  the 

ing  ehieliy  conveyed  with  a  view  to  left    Ccnisidcriiig  the  case  to  be  capa* 

practice.  hie  of  relief,  I  e3cplained  to  the  parents 

In  tlie  anatomit  al  part  Mr.  Tod  is  the  importance  of  her  living  in  a  pure 

ver}'  minute  and  satisiacfory.    He  has  an<l  havin«-  her  digestive  Olgaos 

given  several  plates  deHcnpiive  of  the  strictly  attended  to. 

atmctnre  of  the  ear,  and  tiJcet  credit  to  Ordered  a  perpetual  bii&u  r  to  the 

hijn.self  for  having  made  out  several  nape  of  the  ne»,  and  a  mild  aperient 

nnrts  about  the  organ,  not  as  vet  noticed  piil  to  be  taken  emy  night. 

W  aiiy  other  anaton.ist,  Imt  which  he  March   17th.— Hearinir  and  sneech 

says  he  can  demonstrate  Irom  Drep.ara-  ,          iniproved.   S^e  M  oKS 

tions  m  his  poBsewion.   The  physiolo-  «                       i  "i       V  I 

gical  portion  VthTwork  is  equally  fuU.  iw U^Jil^  • '  r  •  ^'^"^^'"'^  them  with 

Ed  of  cotnsc  still  more  iJiteresting!  ^^n^l  linimentumcan,,^ 

But  what  particularly  fixed  our  atten.  the  former  remedies  to  be 

tion,  in  tbe  perusal  of  the  volume  before  contmuefl. 

nsy  was  the  account  which  it  contains  of  34th.**Hearing  and  apeeeh  continn. 

congenital  deafnes<« — a  subject  whirlj  in-j  to  improve;  and  she  now  notices 
would  deserve  to  be  eonsidered  the  test  ami  ailiculates  the  .simpler  sounds  uith 
or  touchstone  of  the  p;actical  aurist.  facility.  Was  told  that,  since  she  be- 
How  far  is  he  enabled  to  assist  nature  ^an  to  improve,  she  has  evinced  a  great 
in  removing  imiiedlnK  nts  Hhich  have  aesire  to  Icani  to  read,  and  that  she  can 


existed  fntm  hirtli  ?    :Mr  Tod  has  ^nven  now  repeat  many  of  the  letteis  of  the  al- 

us  a  few  cas*^s  ot  liis  int  ihod  of  proeeed-  phabet. 

iug  in  such  circLuisUiitci.}  we  shall  Ordered  ail  the  ivinedlcs  to  be  con- 

extract  oue  or  two  of  them,  as  serving  tinned, 

to   cxenii»lify  the  practical  doctrines  ot  *     c      i  i 

which  he  lav<  <louuon  Uiis  diificaH  and  «>l=^t---jrttxhjrrcatly  improved  ;  can* 

aliuoit  hopeless,  i.ubject:—  now  ask  for  vanous  arUcles,  and  exe- 

*•  Sarah  Fulford.  iEtat.  10,  of  No.  8,  7*^".**        f«l"«  fi>«%-  Hear. 

Great Swan.aUey,Colenian.street, a  girl  '''^  '^'^  '^proved,  but  apparently  not 

of  a  good  but  delicate  eonstitution,  and  ^  ^^'P'          H^^'^di.    Geueral  health 

apparently  free  from  all  hereditarv  com-  «»wwerably  betUT. 

plaints.    At  birth  i>\ic  was  oliserved  to  Ordered  all  the  remedies  to  be  eou- 

err  vciy  indistinctly,  and  afterwards,  tinned. 

when  asleep,  uo  noise  could  awake  her.  April  14th. --Hearing  and  speeoh 

Little  attention  wrts  paid  to  these  cir-  continuing*-  to  inipmve ;  ean  now  hear 

cuin&tauces  until  she  was  nearly  two  what  is  .said,  but  is  unable  to  make  a 

Cars  old,  when  she  was  discovere<l  to  rcpl/, — evidently  shewiug  the  .speech  to 

deaf  and  dumb,  and  in  that  state  she  he  in  its  infancy.   Was  told  that  she 

ha.s  continued    ever  since.     To-day,  pays  more  attention  to  the  conversatioii 

'Mareh  10,  1828,  she  w  as  plae<  d  nnder  of  children  than  adults.    Applied  a  fi'w 

my  care.    I  leamt  that  she  eon  id  hear  drops  of  lether  reetilicatus  to  each  tym- 

the  sound  of  a  bell  when  rung  close  to  panum,  which  excited  much  pain, 

her,  and  that  with  great  difliculty  she  Oiderod  all  the  fonner  remedke  to  be 

could  articulate  several  words,  such  as  continued. 
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20tb.— Hearing  and  speech  proffret- 
tively  improving;  and  I  was  tola  to- 
day that  Stic  had  heard  \ho  mm\c  of  an 
orjfan  in  the  street,  apparently  for  the 
first  time,  which  delighted  her  much. 
Syrincrcd  each  ear^  anahroagfat  away  a 
quantity  of  adventitkniB  metumuie. 

Oidend  all  the  remedict  to  be  ooo- 
tinued. 

27t}i. — IfoariiiL:  nid  speech  cousidcr- 
ai>iy  improved ;  can  iiear  better  with  the 
riy^lit  ear  than  the  left.  Bemored  from 
the  foniier,bj  the  syiiage,  ft  quantitj  of 

membrane. 

Ordered  all  the  remedies  to  be  eon- 

tinucd. 

May  11th. — Hearings  and  speech  im- 
proving. Omitted  the  eether,  and  ap- 
plied a  little  tinct.  cantbaiidis  instead. 

Ordt  rcd  all  the  otbcr  remedies  to  be 

coiitiimod-  * 
I8lh. — Continuing;  to  improve. 
Ordered  the  blister  tt»  be  healed. 

22d. — Continuing  to  improve. 

At  every  visit  after  this  period  she 

displnyrd  a  pron^es-^iv*-  impnivrmrnt  in 
her  hearing,  speech,  and  g^eneral  health ; 
and  in  a  short  time  she  appeared  to  re^ 
quire  nothing  more  than  a  teacher." 

In  the  following"  case  there  sooms  to 
have  been  murli  more  to  contend  with 
than  congenital  disorder  or  malforma- 
tion :  the  ravages  of  quackery  evidently 
made  the  case  desperate:— 

"  Senor  Antonio  E.,  a  native  of  Bnr- 
celona,  irtat.  IB,  deaf  and  dumb  from 
birth.  When  about  nine  years  old  he 
was  put  under  the  different  medical 
practitioners  of  his  native  place,  in  the 
hop^  of  obtaining  his  hearing  ;  hut  alter 
three  years*  attendance,  his  ease  was  by 
all  pronounced  hopeless.  On  examin- 
ing the  tympanum  of  each  ear,  I  per- 
ceivrd  that  there  had  been  originnlly  no 
maHonnatioii,  but  tliat  the  mpinhram' or 
drum  «  as  now  entirely  dcstroyeil.  This 
defect  appeared  to  have  been  produced 
by  the  different  kinds  of  treatment  which 
his  medical  atti  n<lants  had  jmrsiird  TT«> 
is  now  (Christinas  1828)  more  deut  than 
any  one  I  have  ever  seen ;  for  he  can 
scarcely  hear  any  sound,  even  although 
the  sonorous  body  l>e  pi  a  rod  in  contact 
with  the  skin  ♦ovcriiig'  the  mastoid  pro- 
cess. TIjcrc  appears,  however,  to  exist 
a  lensibtlity  sufficient  to  allow  the  con- 
clusion^ that  the  textures  of  the  laby- 
rinth are  entire.    Syringed  both  ears 
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with  tepid  water,  and  applied  to  cadb  a 
small  quantity  of  linhn.  campbone  cum 
li(|.  voltt  eomnoern, and  plugged tbcsi 

with  lint. 

Ordered  the  liniment  to  he  repealed 
everj  night,  and  to  take  an  aperient 
pill  oceaiionally,  to  solicit  the  ae- 
creiions. 

Jan.  22ii,  1829. — No  improvement. 
Observed  th«'  irjr.itus  of  each  car  to  l>c 
inflamed;  noured  into  each  a  Iiiti« 
eether  reetit.,  and  plugged  them  with 
lint.  Signified  that  the  tether  had  gone 
into  his  throat,  and  that  be  felt  great 
pain 

Feb,  3d. — No  improvement.  ApidicJ 
to  each  tympanum  a  few  drops  or  li^ 
ammon.  fort,  which  caused  severe  pain. 

Oidcied  the  Linim.  Camph«  earn  Liq. 
Tolat  e.  e.  to  be  repeatw  eweiy  nighL 

18th.«No  improvement.  Repeated 

the  roniirr  applications. 

Shortly  after  this  period  he  (h  t»T- 
mined  to  discontinue  the  treatment ;  but 
in  about  three  months  aftcrwanb,  one 
of  hn  ftonily  called,  and  stated  that  his 
hearing  was  apparently  a  little  chant^ed, 
for  that  he  had  applied  a  hearing-triuu- 
pet  to  his  ears,  and  signified  that  he  , 
could  hear  sounds  which  he  never  couM 
before.  The  case,  however,  appearing 
to  nie  hop(  le«!S,  T  did  not  \xire  any  eu- 
courageinenl  to  renew  the  treatmeuL" 

The  plan  judiciously  adopted  by  the 
author  in  such  cases,  is  to  imitate  na- 
ture in  the  cure*?  ^vhich  she  sometimes 
spontaneously  efleets.    In  a  ease  (Phil. 
Trans,  vol.  xxiv.)  an  individual  iu  the 
seventeenth  rear  of  Ids  age  obtained  his 
hcarinff  and  speech  when  recovering 
from  a  fever :  and  Bnffon  relate*;  a  rase 
in  which  a  person  ol'  24  years  of  age 
obtained  his  hearing  and  speech,  from 
the  left  ear  bal  ing  accidentally  beconw 
the  seat  of  infhnmiintion  which  trrrni- 
nated  in  suppuration.    "       long  as  we 
endeavour,   says  Mr.  Toii,    to  solicit 
actions  of  the  same  natnre  as  in  thcae 
eases,  we  cannot  do  injtiry,  and  maj 
pos«:il>l\'  pfTect  much  an  id.    When  our 
etibrts  to  afford  rcliei  succeed,  it  demon- 
strates the  correctness  of  our  views  of 
the  nature  of  the  case,  and  onr  know* 
ledge  of  the  animal  economy  ;  and  when 
they  fail,  it  proves  that  our  notions 
were  cither  hypothetical,  as  they  regard  I 
the  disposition  of  the  organ  and  the  i 
choice  and  use   of  the   remedies,  ijt 
that  the  defect  was  beyond  their  reiich ;  ! 
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bat  hy  no  mcnns  that  it  was  imposaiUe 

to  alleviate  or  remove  diem." 

There  are  several  iiitcrcstiug  ca^es 
felated  hy  the  author,  tllustratiTeof  his 

treatment  of  diseases  of  the  ear;  and 
the  volume  crmoliulfs  >vith  a  short  chap- 
ter on  the  disorders  ol  the  orfi^au  of 
speech.  We  have  onlj  to  add,  diat  the 
piiociplcs  laid  down  under  this  head 
are  TTiarknl  hvthr  sanu- jinlieinus  regard 
to  thf  {tocuharities  of  the  iiatJiral  |)ro- 
cesscs,  Hfi  we  have  already)'  uuticed.  The 
hookis  piactical  thioagfaout 


Outlinr<f  nf  Tinman  Phvsioloffy.  By 
Mr  uiu-ui    Mayo,    F.KtS.  6(,C,  6cc. 

Thittl  edition,  1833. 

Ma.  Mavo's  is  hevond  all  fjnr«;tinTi  the 
best  manual  <»f  physiuh>^y  in  the  Eng- 
lish langua^^^c.  In  the  present  edilioa 
we  observe  numerous  instances  in  whieb 
fresh  matter  has  been  iutroilui-i'd,  so  as 
to  hring^  the  whole  dowai  to  the  most  re- 
cent date.  We  may  mcatiou  in  illu»- 
trstioB  the  sections  on  the  **  mechanism 
of  speech,"  and  <m  **  the  devflouiiicnt 
«f  the  em^rvn,"  the  former  of  whieli  con- 
tains some  oritriiial  ohscrvationn  made 
cm  a  case  at  Middleivex  lionpital,  and 
lifst  published  bj  the  author  in  this 
jounial ;  the  latter  an  excellent  di^t 
of  v^liHt  is  )(TH»\vn  on  the  subject, 
taken  chieily  from  the  German  w  riters. 
In  the  section  which  relates  to  the  con- 
nexion of  the  embiyo  with  the  uterus, 
Mr.  Mayo  does  not  enter  into  any  nii- 
Tinte  tletails  regarding  those  eontrovert- 
ed  points  which  we  .so  fully  discussed  a 
lbftni|^ht  ago.  The  chapters  on  the  brain 
and  spinal  ooid  sre  elaborate  and  i  1 1 1  e rest- 
ing ;  and  we  are  glad  to  observe  that  the 
author  does  justice  to  the  labours  of  the 
industrious  and  scicntiiic  Reil,  ss  con- 
trasted with  the  **  shewy  anatomy" 
and  *'  bold  conjecture"  of  Gall  and 
Sj»or/h.i?n.  The  work  is  illustrated 
hy  numerous  engravings,  introduced 
along  widi  the  text,  by  which  the  eve 
is  aooregsed  at  the  same  moment  as  the 
iinWfrsfanding,  and  the  co!!i]inhcnsion 
<if  wiirit  mig-nt  otherwise  be  obscure  is 
^rt;atly  iaciliiated.  The  student  of  ph^- 
siolo&ry  will  no  where  find  so  much  ori- 
ginal matter,  combined  with  so  much 
taken  from  the  labours  of  the  continental 
writers. 
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MEDICAL  GAZETTE, 

Saturday t  May  4, 1833. 

"  Licet  omnibuR,  licet  etlam  mild,  diguilalera 
At  tin  Mrdicm  tuert ;  poteHtM  modo  veoiradi  la 
put»Ucaa  tilt  diccadi  pcricalum  dob  rccuio." 

WORKING  OF  THE  CONCOURS 
SYSTEM. 

FooB  or  five  weeks  ago  we  noticed  the 
opening  of  the  Concouts  at  Paris  for  a 
professorship  of  CUniqme  interne :  we 
mentioned  the  extnofdinary  length  of 
time  that  the  chair  was  allowed  to  re- 
main vacant,  the  tedionsaess  and  leliie* 
tance  which  those  who  had  the  manage^ 
ment  of  the  Concouis  manifested  in 
getting  it  up,  and  the  discontent,  and 
the  antidpations  of  foul  play,  so  loudl j 
exptened  hy  all  who  took  an  interest  in 
the  matter  in  the  French  metropolis. 
Well,  the  reader  will  say,  it  is  surely  all 
over  now-;  how  was  it  decided  ? — you 
cannot  mean  to  insinuate  that  the  thing  is 
still  tubjuiiceP  Yes,  but  we  do,  though. 
The  Concours,  be  it  known  to  jrou,  f:;cn. 
tie  reader,  is  as  yet  scarce  begun ;  the 
machinery  has  just  been  tried  for  one 
ipreuve^  but  has  worked  so  vilely,  and 
with  sucli  serious  symptoms  of  an  ex- 
plosion, that  all  people  arc  out  of  conceit 
with  it,  and  will  scarcely  trust  to  it  any 
longer. 

This  first  test  or  trial  w  as  a  prtifcss- 
edly  delihorate  and  impartial  examina- 
tion of  tin-  ntitf'rinr  nn  riis  <>i'  ihc  candi- 
dates. It  v*u>  propuscii  to  a5.ccrtain, 
and  to  take  into  account,  the  scr\  ices 
wliicii  tho&c  gentlemen  had  uircud^ 
rendered  to  science,  and  particularly 
what  works  they  had  written  and  given 
to  the  world.  The  design  of  this  ar. 
rangement  was  good.  It  ia  clear  that 
if  the  Concours  were  to  he  confined 
merely  to  oral  and  written  proofs,  in 
many  instances  the  junior  candidates 
would  have  a  great  advantage  over  their 
elder  competitors,  inasmuch  as,  comiDg 
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fresh  from  the  schools,  thcj  wonkl  he 
familiar  with  the  sercral  hranclK^s  nm- 
stitntiii^  the  science  of  jnediniir,  md  hy 
til'  aid  of  memory  alone,  comlinrl  with 
a  faculty  of  extempore  speakiujjf,  uuuUi 
perha}m  leave  beliin  l  ibeiii  in  the  race 
men  their  snperior;!?  in  practical  know- 
IrdL^f  and  skill.  The  proposal  was 
therefore  a  wise  one,  to  appeal  to  the 
past,  and  {father  fn)in  it  a  pnidcut 
judg-ujctit  as  to  future  expectations. 

But  in  ndo])tingf  this  procedure  in  the 
present  instance,  the  jury  unfortunately 
did  not  escape  suspicion.  It  was 
broadly  hinted  that  they  had  their  fa- 
Timrite  candidate,  whoae  known  pve^ 
IMyndemnce  in  the  way  of  tHret  mii^ 
fieurs,  would  earilj  enable  them  to  set 
Inn  ct  the  head  of  the  list;  and  al- 
thongh  the  reank  does  not  seem  to  have 
justified  the  saspkion,  (the  peison  who 
has  actually  obtained  the  highest  place 
being  not  die  man  who  was  supposed 
to  be  the  Ihfourite,)  jet  the  diwontent  Is 
not  the  leas.  People  who  predict  on- 
pleasant  conseqnences  are  seldom  more 
annoyed  than  when  their  predictions 
tvm  out  nntnie. 

Another  charge  is  hrougfht  a^^^ainst 
the  jury  ;  it  is  aTerred  that  their  mode 
of  estimating  the  anterior  merits  wn<«  im< 
ptoper,  and  open  to  dangerous  abuses. 
They  examined  the  claims  of  tlie  can 
didntes  in  this  respect  wilh  closed 
doors,  and  they  exj^ressed  the  order  i»f 
what  they  conce!v«  f!  (o  l>e  tlie  resj)ec- 
tive  merits  by  nnnierital  ciphers:  this, 
it  is  ns«iertrd,  was  lii^-hly  oltjcctionahlc. 
Thei-e  ii»  much  room  to  suspect  wilful 
mystery  in  the  adoption  of  eiphefs  ior 
such  a  puryiofsc  :  the  members  of  the 
jury,accordin£r^i '  ni ari anfjenu  nt  anuuip 
themselves,  took  each  u  parlK  tiiar  can- 
didate's titre$  into  conoid  e  nit  ion,  and 
allutted  ciphers  just  as  they  thoiighi  lit. 
What  reprulation,  if  any,  may  have  been 
previously  made  by  the  tribunal,  regard- 
ing the  scale  according  to  which  each 
cipher  was  allotted,  is  not  known,— 


but  the  mode  of  jjioreeding'  is  con- 
demned as  having'  been  altocfether  too 
arbitrary.  Provision  should  have  been 
made — and  people  are  not  satisfied  that 
in  tins  instance  iny  such  h;i>  i>ecii  made — 
to  re«:;^ulate  tin  miiiirrical  adjudication 
with  a  t\\  (d'ol(l  rt  Terence ;  first,  to  the 
actual  value  (»f  tlie  titret  antt  l  ieun,  cum- 
pared  n  iili  the  other  proofs  of  merit  to 
be  subsecpieiiil  v  Jj^iven, — and  then  to  the 
relative  value  of  each  candidate's  me- 
rits, compared  with  those  of  his  compe- 
titors. Whether  this  was  really  done 
by  the  jury,  we  are  not  prepared  to  «ay  ; 
we  only  know  thait,  what  with  the  un- 
expected resnlt— the  supposed  possibs. 
litj  of  exercising  undue  Ihvour,  e&jie- 
cially  as  this  proof  has  been  taken  in  a 
private  mannci>-«nd  what  with  the 
jealousy  which  has  been  entertained  of 
this  jury  ftom  the  commencement,  a 
great  outcry  has  been  raised  against  the 
first  act  of  the  present  Concoun. 

Reluctance  and  indecision  marked  the 
early  proceedings  of  the  jury :  a  mon* 
grel  and  incongruous  body  in  their  fav- 
madon,  partly  consisting  of  the  pvo* 
feasors  of  the  school,  partly  of  delcgmles 
from  the  academy,  and  all  under  the  ap> 
poiutmeiit  and  surveillance  of  the  go- 
venunent,  they  were  looked  upon  with 
no  confidence  from  the  first;  Uiey  dien 
showed  themselves  but  too  auzioua  to 
desert  the  duty  which  was  imposed  opon 
them,  framing"  various  excuises,  and 
several  jdeadiuj^f  illness  in  apologfy  for 
being  absent;  they  contrived  various 
delays;  and,  on  the  uhole,  tljc  prtliej 
of  conduct  which  they  hare  hitlicrti* 
pursued,  has  beeu  construed  in  anv 
thinir  but  a  favourable  sense  by  the 
fritutU  of  the  Concours.  Sonn'  <»r  <|>,- 
latter  can  hardly  persuade  tlum-^-  h  *  n 
that  it  is  not  all  a  dishonest  tt  iek,  hikI 
that  tlic  jury  have  not  a  studied  dcler- 
miuation  of  tuming  their  admired  mode 
of  appointmeut  iuto  downright  discredit 
and  ridicule. 

But  the  candidates— -how  do  tliey 
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tdae  the  trestncnt  of  thdr  judges  ?  We 
m  our  former  notice  of  this 
f^bjoct,  that  all  of  them  except  two  had 
protested  iu  the  first  instance  agfainst 
their  court  of  exaniiiicrs,  and  that  their 
pfnff««5t  went  for  nothing".  SItitp  then 
ii!.inv  c<»nipla?T»!«?  hn^  c  hvrrt  ?iiride  of  the 
delaA  — llie  roju  atcd  adjourn  nuiits  of  the 
court  jjrt-ssiug-  ai»  a  j*ci  i(»us  ^rnnancc  on 
^ftit:  of  the  candidates,  some  of  tlieni 
biin^'  tak«'n  nuay,  for  a  time  infimtelj 
long-'  r  than  they  had  calculated  upon, 
troiii  their  practiee,  and  all  kejit  in  au 
intoIc^Me  state  ol  doubt  and  sitspense. 
This,  ho%vovor,  is  uotliing^  to  wliat  has 
happcncU  on  the  announcement  of  lIic 
result  of  the  premiere  ipreuve.  All  the 
casdid«te«  Mm  ose  (M.  Aostaa)  who 
hm  oUiimd  dw  biglNSt  c^Imt,  are  ia 
dudgeon ;  all,  sare  die  sane  gen- 
doDSD,  luire  protested  against  the  deei- 
BBB  of  iIh;  juiy,  and  tlie  greater  num- 
ber of  liie  party  bave  retired.  Add  to 
tbk,  tbat  Airtber  delay  bas  been  ocea- 
aMmed  b/  some  of  tbe  jnrjr  being 
obliged  to  set  out  for  Blaye  on  a  poli- 

But  as  iinakilAd  dramatists  often  ma- 
nage tbeir  plots  so  awkward!/  as  to 
aDMT  die  eatastraphe  to  he  anticipated, 
!ao  have  tbe  managers  of  this  spectacle 
b«cn  sufficiently  maladroit  to  let  the 
ptiMio  into  all  tbeir  secret  The  event, 
if  the  performance  be  allowed  to  pro- 
is  a  matttf  of  tbe  simqplest  in* 
femiec ;  it  is  a  foregone  conclusion. 

M.  R(»«^tan  stAnds  first  on  the  list, 
witlf  the  cipher  20  attached  to  his  name. 
M-  C'ayol  comes  next,  estitnatj-d  at  2A\ 
("  mark  the  says  one  of  the  jounial- 
i<t».  *•  how  conscientious  and  scr)i[Mi]oiis 
il  l«>oks  !**).  MM.  ChaiifTard  and  Piorry 
are  set  down  at  23 ;  and  the  rest  of  the 
cffndidatt^ji  hare  ciphi  rs  variously  lower. 
It  mi«rht  flicem,  at  fir^t  si<^lit,  that  it  wore 
still  jMrssiblc  for  some  of  the  conijietitors 
juat  mcitnoned  to  retrierc  their  defi- 
eieticy,  .uk!  to  have  a  fair  chance  with 
M.  Uo^san;  thb,  howovcr,  is  not  the 


case.  From  the  natnro  of  the  regula- 
tiou,  which  requires  that  the  cipher  of  * 
the  first  test  shaU  be  doubled  by  the  rs« 
suit  of  the  subsequent  ones,  tbe  chance, 
even  of  the  second  candidate,  is  reduced 
to  a  moral  impossibility ;  while,  for  the 
remainder,  success  is  both  physically 
and  mathematieally  put  out  of  tlic  ques- 
tion. M.  Cavfd  vwn  declines  to  enter 
the  lists  any  loiiger.  In  a  b(dd  letter 
whieh  Ujis  geulleuian  has  written  to  the 
members  of  the  jury,  he  denounces  their 
proceedings  onthii»  first  trial  as  an  in- 
decent  mystification,  both  for  the  candi- 
dates and  the  public."  He  enters  at 
considerable  length  into  a  calculation  of 
tiie  probdiilitics  which  might  be  i>up. 
posed  to  remain  open  to  him ;  he  shews 
tbem  to  be  perfectly  fflmory,  and  adds, 
imong  other  exprssabna  of  opiniMi 
eqoallj  strong—**  //  eat  ilsne  MiM 
fm  ee  Cmeowrt  fi*e<r  qu'un€  dictpii^H 
H  tM  HMMfoi^;  e'esf  tm  Ueetwn  h&n* 
Uutemmt  digmtSe  $mu  Itt  ajtparmetB 
^tm  Coneomn  !** 

Tbe  reader  may  well  imagine  diat  M. 
Oa7«l  writes  nnder  IS^elings  of  peeoliar 
bitterness,  because,  for  eight  yean^  be 
held  the  very  eh  air  for  which  be  bas  now 
offered  himself  a  candidate,  —  having 
been  dispossessed  of  it  aAcr  tbe  revolu- 
tion of  Jnly :  hut  the  language  of  tbe 
other  dissentients  is  not  much  less  bitter, 
and  the  terms  in  which  the  subject  is 
treated  by  some  of  the  ablest  French 
journalists,  leave  no  room  to  doubt  of  the 
excitement  and  vexation  produced  by 
the  whole  affair  amorif*"  a  larj*"e  por- 
tion of  the  metlical  ])eiiple  of  Paris. 
"  Away,  hcnceforili,"  says  iheJoumai 
Hebdomadaire^  \s  n'n  tho^sc  fine  words, 
pnhdcity  and  concftm-'t ;  thrv  mean  no- 
thing,— they  are  notl  ii  L;,  'n  itn  the  Hps 
of  those  who  use  tlKUi,  but  a  cruel 
irony,  the  bitterness  of  whieh  tlie  pub- 
lic can  feel  with  an  indignation  not 
easily  to  be  forfjottea.  By  a  Jesuitical 
decision,  th<'  substance  of  the  Cuncoui-» 
is  auuihiluteil,  and  election  alouc  is  led 
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Tvitli  all  its  iHspiistlno:  pliability:  if  in  a 
wretched  f;ir(<-,  played  half  bcliiiid  the 
scenes  and  Ijalf  in  the  liM-lii  of  day,  and 
intrig-ue  and  coterie  perlimn  the  principal 
part^i.  It  is  the  play  of  llie  (!<*<  ( rituiiresj 
subtly  played.  All  conlidence  in  the 
thiD^  is  hencefurllt  :ilMdi>heHl  :  we  iiave 
to  deal  only  will)  a  vain  and  colourless 
shadow  !*• 

On  the  whole,  it  is  quite  eTi<lent  that 
this  lucklcsii  CoHcours  has  produced 
what  our  continental  friends  call  an 
imbrofflio, — but  what  wc  nii^ht  deno- 
minate, in  our  homely  phrase,  a  game 
at  loggerheads.  We  do  sot  mean  to 
escpreas  an  opinion  m  behalf  of  either 
party ;  we  know  not  which  is  right  or 
which  it  wrong;  nor  have  we  either 
lebineor  inclinadon  to  fiidioin  die  in- 
trigues which  there  Is  hot  too  much 
reason  lo  suspect  are  carried  on  most 
disgracefulljr  in  some  quarter.  Mean* 
time  we  look  at  the  occunences  with  no 
small  interest,  as  affording  as  a  practical 
lesson  of  the  working  of  thismuch-lauded 
method  of  appointment :  for  wc  must  re. 
collect  that  this  is  the  boon  which  some  of 
onrpiagmatical  reformers  would  fain  con- 
fer upon  us,  in  their  kind  solicitude  for  the 
new-modeUing  of  certain  institutions  in 
this  country-.  They  may  tell  us,  per- 
haps, that  what  we  have  described  is 
but  a  gross  abuse  of  the  Concours,  and 
that  we  cannot  argue  from  that  arr.unst 
!t>  nianiloMcxeellrnfics.  It  is  sutiicient 
for  us  to  know  tli  ii  it  is  liable  to  such 
ahn^e,  i  ven  wliere  it  is  guarded  by  the 
patrouag-e  of  g^oveniment,  tlie  participa- 
tion of  the  academies  and  the  faculty, 
and  Ity  the  zealous  v  imlancc  of  tlie  ma- 
joritv  of  tin  medical  pul)lic.  As  we  have 
furiijcriy  sauI,  sn  say  we  once  nntre : 
the  principle  of  Uic  Cuncours,  a^  a  mode 
of  attesting  merit,  cannot  well  be  dis- 
puted ;  but  it  is  an  abstract  principle* 
from  all  we  can  see,  very  unmanageable 
in  practice,  while  so  very  shewy  and  at- 
tractive in  theory.  It  may  appareu  tly  be 
applied  with  advantage,  as  it  gcneraUy  is 


in  France,  in  the  np])iMnhni  iiL  nl  (nijuls 
to  the  minor  otiiccs  abuiit  iIk'  lU; 
but  to  j)ropose  it  m  a  ^luUii)k  uicihod 
for  fillinfif  up  hijj^h  and  Lrustworthy 
places,  cajiuut  hut  be  considered  by 
reaM>uable  people  as  liot  a  Hide  chimeri- 
cal and  absurd. 

THE  TNFI.T  ENZA. 

The  alarmists  have  begun  to  mine  the 
most  absurd  and  groundless  apprehen- 
sions  iu  the  public  mind,  on  the  subject 
<d' tlie  present  cjiiilcniic,  and  w  e  hear  of 
maladu\s  of  all  kinds  and  of  all  colmirt 
that  are  to  follow  it,  but  especially  of 
the  "  white  plague,"  which  i*  at  once 
the  newest  and  most  dreaded.   We  ate 
told  that  this  visitation  is  to  come  frr>m 
the  east,  in  the  track  of  the  intlueiiza. 
Now  we  have  received  very  recent  me- 
dical journals  from  Beriin,  and  we  hat  e 
examined  those  of  Paris,  into  which 
news  relating"  to  such  matters  is  alw  ars 
speedily  copied,  but  in  neither  have  we 
been  able  to  find  any  thing  to  justify 
the  coming  of  any  pestil' m  •  ;  on  the 
contrary,  the  only  form  of  disease  nf 
any  considerable   prevalence  seems  lo 
be  the  yrij^pe^  or  influen;ea,  >uch  as  we 
now  have  among  us,  and  oecasMmsl 
cases  of  cholera  and  dyseutetj.  But 
again,  we  are  told  that  the  recfmls  of 
pnst  epidemics  sliew  that  visitations  uf 
blague  and  othermalignautdiseaseshave 
>ecn  generally  preceded  hy  in6uensa. 
We  take  leave  to  deny  this.  Influeu2a» 
exactly  such  as  th**  present,  has  been 
known  almost  as  long  a:^  w  e  have  aoj 
medical  records;  it  was  partlcularij 
prevalent  in  the  fifteenth  and  seven- 
teenth centuries,  but  w  as  scarcely  beard 
of  in  the  sixteenth  :  thus  it  traver^od 
Europe  in  1510,  1567,  15<i4,  16^»,  and 
1691 ;  then  we  lose  it  til]  1075,  bnt 
}ia>e  it  ajrain  in  1709,   1732-3,  1748^ 
1762,1767,  1776,  mid  1781-2.    Now  a 
reference  to  the  chronology  of  other  epi- 
demic visitations  will  shew  that  uo  such 
proximity  existed  between  them  and 
the  above,  as  to  admit  of  their  being 
looked  upon  either  as  cause  and  effect, 
or  in  any  other  liu^ht  which  would  lead 
us  to  apprehend  that  the  appearaaee  «t 
the  one  is  likely  to  he  followed  by  ibat 
of  the  other;  indeed,  the  scvcntcenlb 
century  (in  the  course  of  %vhirh  inflitmza 
appeared  only  once)  w  a.s  remarkable  nut 
only  for  the  "  great  plagne**  of  LondoB^ 
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h^it  for  ^hm^  other  of  tlic  most  foimida-  tern  of  pcripnenTnonia  nollia,  nwl  llic 

ble  epiiieuiics  ever  wituessed  ia  this  luug^  becoming  uppres^ed  with  a  pro- 

€ovntrj,  fusion  of  mucus,  which  he  was  unable 

As  to  tbe  rest,  so  far  u  nguds  the  to  expectorate, 

metropolis,    the    influenza   has  been  .    The  character  of  Dr.  Babington  was 

j«l.i*fiie"  en(ui«;rh,  witJiout  looking-  fur  probably  as  nearly  without  fault  as  is 

auBotiier;  it  has  iM.'en  a  hundreci-foiii  couMslent  with  human  nature.  Bene- 

mare  iireraleiit  than  cholera  wae,  and  Tolence  was  meet  strikingly  depicted 

we  are  inclioed  to  believe,  has  proved  uii  his  countenance,  and  it  was  ah>o  the 

fatal   within   the   last  fortnijjht  to  a  h\'itlin<r  fcattire  of  his  rtiind.    We  al- 

greater  number  ol  persons  than  thatdis-  lude  not  to  mrre  sentiment,  or  feeling", 

ea>e  carried  off  in  London  within  an  but  to  an  active  principle  of  philanthro. 

c^ual  period.   Certainly  this  holds  ^od  py,  which  led  him  to  do  all  the  good  he 

with  reripect  to  the  upper  and  middle  could  to  others:  thus  we  know  that 

rla)»»i>s  oi*  so<"I«  fy,  nioong  whom  a  larc^c  some  of  the         visits  he  ever  paid — 

omubcr  of  aged  pt  rM>ns  have  fallen  vie-  and  at  a  time  when  he  was  himself  suf- 

fims  to  it.  The  incieaaed  mortality  of  feriug  severely  from  the  epidemic — 

r      M  trupolis  during  the  present  epi*  were  to  patients  from  whom  circum- 

demic,  is  strikinyflv  excnijdificd  hy  ffir  ^t;inccs  prevented  him  froin  :jrrcptitig 

wep^kly  accounts  oi  burials  ;  that  eruliiifj;  any  remuneration.    On  a  luturc  occa- 

April  16,  exhibits  an  increase  over  the  siun  we  tru^t  we  shall  be  able  to  ^ivc 

prrcedin^,of  286;  that  ending  April  23,  some  particnlars  of  his  life:  meantime, 

aaocher  increase  upon  the  above,  of  209 ;  in  announcing  his  decease,  we  oflcr  our 

that  ofilay  1 ,  a  farther  increase  of  lf).'>, —  humble  Jrilnite  to  his  moral  worth.  No 

Making  the  entire  increase  in  the  num-  man  in  our  profession  was  more  exteu- 

her  of  ftnierali  last  week  e^ual  to  640,  sively  known— no  man  was  more  uni- 

And  ihts,  too,  within  the  limits  of  the  versally  respected — none  will  he  more 

hilb  of  mortality.    The  epidemic  is  now,  sincertny  regretted.    It  was  in  contrm- 

httwever,  rapidly  on  the  nocline,  thou*""!!  plafif>r!  to  have  had  a  imhlic  funeral,  in 

a  coosideraLlc  number  of  relapses  have  liunuur  uf  the  dcceaseu,  but  this  pru|)o- 

occmed,  and  many  continue  to  Knger  sal  has  given  place,  and  we  think  ju- 

■aider  its  effects.  didously,  to  the  intention  of  offering'  a 

more  peimanrat  tribute  to  bis  memory. 


DEATH  OF  DR.  BABINGTON. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARTIl.S. 


Wr  lament  to  ]d:iee  on  record  the  death 

0i'  Dr.  Babington,  which  took  place  on  We  understand  that  it  has  been  deter- 

the  29th  ult.,  at  his  house  in  Devon,  mined  by  the  government  to  bring  in  a 

sUre^rcet,  in  the  77th  year  of  his  age.  Bill,  by  which  the  ri^ht  of  practisin|(' 

Dr.  Babin^n,  in  common  w  ith  all  in  England  will  be  given  to  the  mem* 

practition»'Pi  in  exten>ive  business,  h:id  beis  oi*  the  Scotch  Colleges. 
Wen  ^ery  much  harassed  during  the 

last  few  weeks,  and  was  ^revent^,  by  — — — ^  

demands  itaade  upon  him  by  CLINIC  AL  REPORT  OF  ACUTE 

from  tfivuisf  to  his  own  ease  the  repose  ■wxro'c  acc>q 

and  I  arc  >vhich  it  reouircd.    Though  DISEAbLS, 

UbounuL^  under  oougn,  attended  with  Treated  at  ibe  UaspUal  for  Children  in  Pari* 

gn-at  debility,  he  yet  continued  to  visit  dmriiig  th$fim  tkrmmaMkt  «^'183S. 


petienU  on  Wednesday  Uie  24th,  till  jj^  BOWBAU. 

»evcu  o  clock  m  the  aHtTTHMtii     lie  was  . 
then   very  much  oppressed,  and  ex- 

tvoMcly  weak;  hat  a  committee  for  i>re-  Dmaics  of  the  Ue.^piiatory  Stfstem. 

■ariMrthe  new  Pharmacopceia  having  ^  '     . , 

CT'^ppointed  .  U.  sit  at  >ls  house  th^  V^^'^^SXlr^^^ 

..ening,  be  m.isted  on  joining  it,  and  ye^e  Juratory  orv^un^ 

wa*  occupied  at  what  proved  the  last  ,.f,ieflv  afl'eeted.    Finit  in  aie 

of  his  profeasional  labours  till  eleven  jj^^  ^.^  „,y.,          bronchitis,  which  has 

•»'clock.    He  then  went  to  bed  exhaust-  been  met  with  in  every  form  and  va- 

ed,  became  d<  lirifius,  and  was   next  riety.    With  res]n  rt  to  intensity,  it  wan 

wofiminir  in  a  hopeless  state,  the  chest  sometimes  accompanied  bj  general  fever, 

aflectiuu  rapidly  assuming^  the  chane*  and  sometimes  with  eomploto  apyrexia ; 
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low  diet 


27th. — Bltwd  slirws  a  Thin  InifT;  pnUe 
06;  respiration  :i'2 ;  coui^^h  aud  pain  c«m- 
tinue;  some  expectoration  of  viscid  van- 
cua,  mixied  with  air.    Expansion  of  taaga 


as  to  sitaation,  at  one  time  it  was  oon. 
fined  to  the  lurecr  bronchi  and  the  tra- 
chea, while  at  oihers  it  occupied  the  ulti- 
mate ramificati«»ns  of  the  air  tubes ;  finally, 
with  raspect  to  its  nature^  it  was  some- 
times a  simple  mucous  flux,  at  other?  an 

acute  iTiflnramation,  with  i>ain  beneath   ^nj^^  riiAt  Uiaii  loft  «td«. 

the  gtenium,  and  in  some  tno  ooofli  .  , , 

was  convttlaiTa.  Laryngitis  occurred  par-      Fo«r  cnppii!|r  glMMi  td  um  mm 

ticniarly  a<?   an   aceomiianiment  of  the  of  chest. 

cxanthemalous  fevcni,  specially  small-  ggth.— A  considerable  quantitv  of  Wood 
pox  and  mcaries.  In  thwe  cases  croup  y^^^^^  ^  ^^e  capping ;  the  exneclura- 
caaw  oa,  which  proved  speedily  fatd.  tion  adhewit  to  the  Fcs^ }  pttlse  ft; 
In  some  of  these  eases  there  was  mem-  <,^. ^j^u  thm  nmUr  n  '  ' 
branous  effusion  found  on  post-mor- 
tem examinatioii.  Inflammationa  of  the 


lungs  and  pleura  have  been  very  frequent. 
Gangrene  of  tlie  lungs  w  as  found  in  three 
instances.  Pulmonary  haBmonhaipe  is  not 
common  in  children ;  two  eases  of  it, how- 
ever, ^^ere  met  with  this  quarter;  the  fir^t 
in  a  i)"y  eleven  years  of  age,  who  had 


pitating  r&le  over  the  upper  part  of  the 

right  Inng. 

Six  grains  of  tartar  emetic  in  eight 
ounces  of  aiomalie potion;  aspooolU 
to  be  taken  eveiy  hoar. 

39th. — Nausea,  followed  by  one  fit  cf 
vomitincf;  no  stoo! ;  pulse  Sf;  re«pinitioa 
.„  _     ^  .  „  .  32 ;  pain  in  axilla  and  right  breast ;  Un»n- 

arery  symptom  of  an  excavation  under  the   chophouy;  no  crepitims  riUej  expansion 
fight  clavicle ;  the  second,  also  with  vo-    of  lungs  weak  beneath,  and  imperceptible 
mien,  ?»unk  under  a  violent  haemoptysis   ^boTc;  respiration  pnerile  on  left  side, 
during  tlic  interval  between  two  of  the 
visits.   The  presence  of  tuberculntion  has 
been  ascertained  in  a  t^^cat  number  of  chil- 

dren.  In  onler  to  give  some  idea  of  its  fre-  30th. — ^Faco  red;  puLso  108;  dyspnoM 
qucncy,  it  may  be  mentioned  that,  of  fifty  intense;  inspimtione  64;  cough  m'oiv  fre- 
•ntileetB  examined  after  death  during  the  qucnt;  voice  hoarse;  pain  about  the  throat 
three  months  in  question,  twentv-thrce  had  , tiling  can  be  seen  to  account  f«»r  this  on 
tubercles  in  the  lungs  aud  various  other    examining  thepaxU);  tongue  large,  moiAi, 

white  in  centre,  red  at  the  point.  Has 
taken  all  the  potion.    No  nausea,  vomit- 


Six  (grains  of  tartar  emetic;  emollient 

lavement. 


organs. 

In  the  present  report  we  shall  confine 
ourselves  to  the  inllammation  of  the 
lungs,  which  htt>»  alm«>st  constantly  yielded 
to  an  emollient,  antiphlogistic,  or  anti- 
spasmodic treatment,  nrcordiTii,'  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  case;  and  we  sliaii  tirst  siicw 
the  results  of  the  employment  of  laige 
dosM  of  tartaiiied  antimony. 

Case  h^ifmptoms  of  htfiammiatUntf  PUura 
mtd  lAtngt  in  a  Boy  ojf  Vi.  BUeding—^ 


Auscultatory  signs  as  yes- 


m^r.  nor  stool, 
terday. 

Same  medicine ;  inhalation  of  eroontcnt 
Taponr. 

Slst. — Pain  of  side  has  disappeared; 

pnlse  n.s  ve'^ferdnv;  respiraticms  4S;  no 
nau!>cu  nor  vuimliug ;  one  stool. 
Repeat. 

w<'  r  j>  A  a        Feb.  ad.— Pulse  98;  lespimtioii  AS; 

Domef  Tartamed  Antmoay^Ht.    ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^       r<.lnoss;  respiratory 

murmur  feeble,  pr>steriorly  un  the  right 


Vidal,  aged  15  years,  of  s*wn^  con-    sidny  but  w  ithuut  any  rale. 


Four  grains  of  Tartar  Emetic  Cliicta 


Stitation,  and  never  having  had  any 

severe  illness,  was  seized  diiriiisr  the  ni^ht 
of  the  24th  of  January  with  u  violent  rigor, 
whidi  lasted  an  hoar,  and  was  followed  by 
intense  fever,  with  e«>ogh,  and  pungent 
pain  in  the  right  side  of  the  chest,  aug- 
mented by  cough\|ig  and  inspiration: 
these  symptoms  coatmaed  next  day,  and 
the  patient  \s  as  brought  to  the  hospUai  in 

the  evening  (2.ith.)  .  .       -  »  «_ 

2(ith,  morning  visiL— -Patiant  lying  on  seen  soon  after  the  attack,  at  whlda 
his  badt;  countenance  flushed;  general  the  pleura  only  soenud  t<>  be  implicaied. 
headache,  without  ringing  in  the  earn  or  The  bleedings  on  the  first  and  secoml  day^ 
any  di.Hturbance  of  vision ;  heat  of  skin  not  (uily  did  not  arrest  the  inflammation, 
laucd;  pulse  100,  hiud;  respiralioBe  bnttaflered  ittospieadto  the  lungs.  The 
•hort,42  in  the  minnle  ;  dr)' cough ;  acute  stomach  soon  l)ecame  reconciled  to  the 
pain  on  ri^ht  side  of  chest.  Behind,  the  tartar  emetic,  aud  vomiting  only  took 
respiraiiou  every  where  free;  anteriorly,  place  the  flrst  day*  Though  the  pmtiefit 
•U^tmnooiiaiMtlaaiidwtfaeelaTiGlBs.   .  eompbdned  of  pain  in  the  throat,  tluas 


3j..^<Hiiralescencc  continues. 

Omit  Tartar  Emetic. 

6th.— Pulse  84;  respiration  39; 
nearly  gone. 
14^1.— Biaeharved  eoied. 

In  the  preceding  case  the  patient  va» 


J  .  d  by  Google 


CAS8  OF  EXCISION  OF  A  LARQB  PO&TIOK  OF  THE  LOWER  JAW. 


16U 


 none  of  tbe  ^lutular  appeanuiGes  de- 

•cribed  by  Bf .  Oaie  uul  others. 

C  il,-^ Symptoms  of  lojlammation  of 

Lmrngt  ins  hotfefV^.  6nt BUeding^ Large 
Dtm  tf  Tartar  fiMtte— Jftmnwry. 


 Briant,  agtxl   10  yi-ars,  of  tjood 

constitution,  was  sciztd,  I'm  the  IGlh  of 
MATcb,  irith  gcueml  iDdibuosiUun,  anU 
Min  ia  die  leA  side  of  toe  dieit.  la 
tlie  ereiting  Toniitinjr  came  on,  and  re- 
VMOtsd  during  each  of  the  uext  three  days. 
P^vct;  frequent  cough.  No  tmtment 
was.  cmplnjed  till  the  20lhy  when  he  WM 
brought  to  the  hospital. 

2UL — Lxea  on  the  right  side;  face 
tehed;  hetdache;  tongue  red  at  the 
ed^os — tendency  to  becomt  Ary ;  much 
thirst ;  constipation  ;  skin  hut;  pulse  120  ; 
i«a|rinition  56;  reiy  freqnent  short  cough ; 
no  expectoration ;  pain  over  the  whole  of 
the  rieht  side  of  chest;  bronchial  soufilet 
ot  er  nearly  all  the  back  part  of  right  lung ; 
ocpitating  rAIe  above. 

BMing  to  two  palettMs  gum  water ; 

laxalire  clysters. 

•-^M— Blfwd  shews  a  very  thin  buff; 
vni^  *j6  i  respiratiou  4o;  cough,  &tc.  as 

Potion  containing  eight  gkaioi  of  Tartar 

Emetic. 

[After  thi-  two  fJmt  spoonsful,  vomitintr 
was  excitetl,  and  the  nurse  discontinued 
the  Bcdicine  from  twelve  till  fonr  o'clock, 
when  it  was  resumed.  No  retnm  of  vomit. 

ing.j 

*M- — Pulse  109;  respiration  36;  crepi. 
tating  r;*ile  over  the  rijfht  lung,  except  at 
the  subspinous  fossa,  where  it  is  bronthiul. 

Potion  with  six  grains  of  Tartar  Enutic.. 

Qixh. — C»m;^h  fmpjcnt;  pulse  112; 
respiration  40;  no  vomiting  nor  purging. 

35th.~Medidne  borne  well;  aome^met 
sleep;  pulte  88;  mpiiatioii  26;  pain  of 
»ide  ^one. 

260i. — Three  liquid  stools;  no  vomit, 
imr  •        long  begins  to  expand. 
Tartar  Emetic  suspended.    Potion  con- 
tainini^  2  drachms  of  Syrup  of  Poppies. 
dlM.— Discharged  cored. 

RMm^.^^Otber  cases  are  related,  of 

'which,  however,  llie  follnwiiiir  is  a  re- 
some.  The  tartarized  antimouv  was 
administered  to  eight  children  labour, 
inz  under  pulnumar^  inflammation  of 

diflTcrpnt  «IfinT<"?.  Five  of  the^e,  who 
were  perfectly  well  up  to  the  date  of 
their  attack,  jreoorered  under  tile  nse 

of  the  medicine;  it  failed  in  t\M),  placed 
under  unfavourable  circumstances,  and 
ia  whom  there  wa«  tendency  to  tuber- 
dta.  The  eighth  died  (»f  an  accidental, 
•Tt{»rraiMi-v!  disease.  It  is  to  be  k'  pf  ni 
nund,  that  influmroation  of  the  lungs  is 


mnch  more  severe  in  infants  than  in  adults; 
that  It  is  almost  always  mortal  in  very 
young  infants,  and  that  the  moilalltr  in 
acute  diseases,  at  the  H.*.pif  al  des  Enums, 
is  almost  always  one  in  three,— 'Gautu 
hlidieate. 


LOiiDON  HOSPITAL. 


(km  af  laeithn  ef  a  Large  Ptfrtion  tht 
Lower  JaWf 

By  Mr.  Adams. 

April  24th.— Henrv  Cnrnon,  a>t.  np- 
plied  to  Mr.  Adams,'  at  Uic  Loudon  lios- 

fdtal,  five  weeks  ago,  in  consequence  of  a 
argetomor  extending  into  the  nu>uth,  and 
connected  Intimately  with  the  right  side  of 
the  inferior  mnxilhiiy  bone.  The  tumor 
pr(>sented  a  reddish  aspeety  and  was  di. 
vided  hv  a  fis?:nre  into  two  portions— one 
passing  into  the  mouth,  and  the  other 
juishing  out  the  lower  Up  firom  the  jaw. 
The  )>art  within  the  mouth  was  somewhat 
moveable,  and  was  attached  1»v  n  basis  of 
no  great  breadtli,  so  that  it  naglii  witliout 
mnch  difliculty  have  been  removed;  the 
other  portion  involved  the  linrizontal  ra- 
mus of  the  jaw,  from  which  the  whole  dis- 
ease  evidently  spruif.  The  tomor  was 
excoedinglv  vascular ;  the  greater  number 
of  the  teeth  of  the  diseased  side  were  gone ; 
the  anterior  and  lateral  incisors  were  di*. 
placed ;  and  the  two  last  molar  teeth  were 
so  far  displ  i<  (  !  that  one  was  pushed  pa- 
tenor  to  the  other. 

The  man  stated  that  he  had  formerly 
been  the  subject  of  syphilis,  when  31  years 
of  nixe ;  that  he  had  taken  mercury,  by 
which  salivation  was  induced,  to  which  he 
attributed  a  disease  which  had  evidently 
alTected  the  nasal  bones,  for  they  were  con- 
siderably depressed  from  tlie  loss  of  part 
of  tlie  septum.  He  said  Uiat  the  disease 
commenced  abont  nine  yean  ago,  after  the 
removal  of  a  tooth  in  conseqiu  ncr-  df  (he 
toothache,  and  that  the  jaw  gradually  en- 
larged ;  that  a  tomor  abo  sprang  from  it 
towards  the  mooffa,  which  was  nmoted  by 
a  surgeon  two  vears  ago.  There  wa^  ef>n- 
siderable  bleeding  after  the  removal,  which 
soon  subsided.  A  similar  growUi  wMm 
made  its  apjMaranee,  and  has  been  in- 
creajiing  rapidly  ever  since.  lie  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  hospital  on  the  2*2(1  of 
April,  the  disease  having  advanced  rapidly 
since  his  first  application,  riceratinn  had 
taken  place  from  pressure  against  the  in. 
cimr  teeth.  A  gland  was  fmind  slightly 
enlarged  in  the  necTc.  The  man  w:ls  in 
apparently  good  healtli,  an»l  the  only  in- 
convenience he  experienced  was  from  tlic 
difficulty  of  getting  food  into  his  pharynx, 
from  t'lr  si/e  of  the  tumor  He  canjc  in 
purpui»eiy  for  the  removal  of  the  diseased 
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inn^«f,  which  he  hnrl  been  rccnmmcnded  to 
do  when  he  first  made  application. 

Mr.  Adams  perfonnea  the  operation  in 
the  following  manner: — Tw«i  inrisor  teeth 
havincr  been  rxtrnrted,  the  operator  made 
an  incision  fnnu  tlic  angle  of  the  moulh  to 
tha  angle  of  the  jaw,  on  the  right  ride,  and 
having  detached  the  intet^iitnents  fVom  the 
surface  of  tbe  tumor,  and  from  tJie  buri- 
zontal  ramus  of  the  inferior  maxilla,  a 
groove  was  made  with  a  Raw  at  the  sym- 
physis, and  the  blade  of  a  scalpel  was 
parsed  )>eneath,  so  as  to  detach  the  soil 
ptata.  With  a  pair  of  strong  cutting  for- 
ceps (the  same  u<»ed  by  Mr.  John  Seott  Hir 
the  removal  of  the  superior  maxillary 
hone),  an  attempt  was  made  to  divide 
the  symphysis,  it  was  found  impos. 
sihlc  to  rnmplete  the  section  of  the 
jaw  in  Xhi»  manner;  tbe  saw  was  again 
applied,  and  the  division  was  accom. 
plished  by  tbe  foieeps.  The  next  atairc 
of  the  operation  e^msisted  in  the  di- 
vision of  the  bone  just  abore  the  angle, 
which  was  accomplished  in  a  rimilar  man- 
ner, but  with  miuh  i?reater  facility.  The 
tumor  was  then  readily  disseeted  out  by 
detaching  the  mucous  membrane  uf  the 
mouth,  cutting  close  upon  the  tumor.  A 
iymphatie  inland  was  then  dissected  ont, 
and  the  operation  was  bnished  with  the 
losB  of  a  Tery  small  quantity  nt  blood; 
the  only  arteries  requiring  aligatuva  being 
the  inferior  coronarv.  the  vMblirc^'nal 
bfancb  of  tbe  lingual,  wiUt  M>me  muscular 
blanches  of  the  internal  maxillary. 

The  ]iarts  were  brought  accurately  to- 
gether, and  retained  in  apposition,  partly 
by  pins  and  the  twisted  suture,  and  partly 
br  the  interrupted  suiurr,  with  adliesiFe 
plaistcr  ai-d  ;i  bntulat^e  liu;btly  a])plied. 
The  man  walked  from  tbe  theatre,  appa* 
lantlj  little  alfeeted  hj  the  operation. 

He  was  ordered  40  drops  of  Laudanum, 
and  20  drops  every  half  hour,  until 
sleep  was  jirocurcc) ;  the  parts  were 
kept  c<Hd  by  lint  dijiped  in  col 1 1  water. 

Ou  tlie  following  morning  tbe  man  had 
IMiied  a  good  night,  nod  had  alittle fever. 

He  took  OL  Rlcini,  andMlst  Salin. 
4tis  boris. 

Ajiril  27tli.— The  wound  was  dressed, 
and  seemed  to  have  completely  adh«  red. 
Tbe  pins  were  not  loose  j  they  were  there- 
fore allowed  to  remain,  and  the  greater 
number  of  the  sutures  were  also  left. 

S^aion  of  tht  Tumor. — The  hori?:ontai 
tamua  of  the  jaw  was  sawn  thn>ugh  from 
the  ba^ia,  and  a  aeetion  was  made  of  tlie 
tumor;  a  preat  portion  of  the  walls  of 
tbe  inferior  uiaxilla  were  absorbed,  there 
being  merely  the  remains  of  diem  found 
here  and  there ;  the  gn>wth  bad  apparently 
commenced  in  th<'  eancc  Hons  t»  \ture  of  the 
bone,  and  had  mode  it!»  wa^  tuH  urds  the 


alveolarr  prooe^w,  which  was  cnmplctelv 
removtit ;  it  had  then  pushed  itself  tow  ards 
the  mouth  in  one  direction,  and  in  the 
other  had  made  its  way  t(»\vard^  tbe  cheek, 
producing  a  gradual  tbiuniniif  of  the  an 
terior  plate  of  the  jaw.  The  disease  had 
not  inrolred  the  ascending  lamna.  The 
ttimor,  r»!i  division,  presented  a  white 
gristly  api>earance,  in  some  part*  brm^ 
more nbrons  than  inothen.  A  <?lairy  fluid, 
like  thickened  synovia,  exuded  in  difl*efait 
parts,  and  at  one  spot  a  considerable  r{uan- 
tity,  of  a  jcllv-like  substance,  wa.s  s»?en.  It 
had  externally!^  lobulatcd  aspect,  and  tbe 
mucous  meini>rine  of  the  mouth  WIS  re- 
flected over  its  base. 
The  patient  is  doing  remarkably  well. 

WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  or  B0RTALS, 

From  Buxe  op  MonTAUTV,  Aprii  30, 1S33. 
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PrcTaillnic  wind,  8.W. 

Allernattly  clear  and   rlondy.  with  ft«>qaeai 
showers ;  in  the  aflerooon  of  the  29th,  o  very 
Tirid  flash  of  lightning  from  the  N.W.,  inataaCly 
fol lowed  by  a  rather  load  pstl  of  tbaadcr» 
companied  by  a  heavy  thower  of  rmln. 

BsIq  liillSO,  -25  of  an  Inch. 

CuAaLBs  UsNar  AoAaca* 

ERRATA. 

In  our  last  No.,  p.  128,  for  «  to  Iea«v 
the  nodes  on  the  bead  wks  to  tnlct-  the 
ebance  of  their  fluid  contents  becomiMr 
absorbed,  rtad  **  so  «  to  take,**  auS 
fat  **  Extract  Sarsap.  ^ss."  rtad  «'  :>ss." 

W.  Wifcsoa,  Prfaisr,  87,  Skinacr*atrtfty  Leadoo, 
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DISEASES  OF  THE  CHEST. 


ASTHMA. 

Bbfove  I  speak  of  organic  diseases  of  the 

lunp^s— those  in  which  there  is  a  new  de- 
position, or  a  transformation,  or  lesions  of 
tbe  nibetance — I  wlU  consider  functional 
diseases  of  these  parts;  and  1  will  spiak 
first  of  asthma,  and  then  of  hooping-cough. 
Asthma  is  often  connected  with  bronchitis 
mnd  liooping-congh,  and  very  often  frith 
inflammr^tnry  discaso^^,  but  not  necessarily 
MO.  littih  asthma  and  hooping-cough  are 
frequently  unconnected  with  infiamnni- 
tion,  nor  is  there  any  appearance  after 
ciditb  that  will  explain  the  s^inptom*;; 
tlity  art:  frequently  specific  and  functional 
diseases. 

Dtfituth  v — Tiy  asthma  is  meant  a  spas- 
modic diificulty  of  brt^thiug,  situated 
lower  down  than  the  larynx  and  trachea — 
fl.  spasmodic  affection  of  the  oi|:ans  of  re. 
isj^iratinn,  ht  low  the  larynx  and  trachea. 
'\o\i  will  recollect  that  it  is  frequently 
ttuited  with  organic  diieejee— 'frequently 
united  with  inflammatory  states  —  fte- 
qnently  merely  the  t*^\\\\  <.f  irritation;  so 
that  you  may  have  it  witiioui  aiw  oiganic 
•dlsMae,  or  any  inflnmmntion  at  aU. 

Su//.;  f, —In  a  case  of  asthma — pure 
genuine  asthma  — you  have  a  violent  sinsc 
of  constriction  of  the  chest,  with  a  luud 
whoerin^  nqtintion,  hewd  without  put- 
tin^r  your  car  to  the  chest,  or  pmplnyiiio:  a 
•tetlioscopc.  You  hear  a  patient  at  some 
distasMy  wheesing  and  hreathing  for  hit 
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life.   Sneh  an  attack  as  this  is  soon  ac- 

companit'd  hy  a  sliort  and  ditficult  ci-mgh ; 
but  a^i  the  sense  of  constriction  goes  otf,  the 
cough  becomes  fkeer  and  deeper,  and  mm 
it  some  expectoration. 

During  such  an  attack  as  this,  the  face 
it  pale,  elongated,  and  pinched ;  the  nose 
and  extremities  become  cold ;  the  pnlse  is 
found  to  he  .small  and  ({uick,  arul  fn 
quently  I  have  observed  it  to  be  irregular. 
The  skin  throughout  the  body  becomes 
nragh,  from  the  retrocession  of  blood  from 
it ;  liorripilatio  tulces  place;  the  fiatient 
looks  as  if  he  were  dying;  he  is  gasping 
for  breatii,  cold,  and  pale,  and  in  sncn  an 
agony,  from  the  want  of  breath,  that  you 
would  think  him  dying;  yet  in  the  greater 
number  of  cases  there  is  uo  danger  wliat- 
ever.  Sach  an  attack  as  this  may  last 
only  a  few  minutes,  or  it  may  last  several 
hours.  It  generally  takes  place  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  The  gout,  when  it 
first  attacks  an  individual,  generally  does 
so  in  the  middle  of  the  night— that  is  to 
say,  at  two  or  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning ;  and  this  is  likewise  gene- 
rally the  ease  with  asthma.  When  it  fir^t 
invades,  the  patient  jnmps  up  in  bed, 
throws  uii  the  clothes,  draws  aside  his  cur- 
tains, if  he  any,  fteqnently  go^  to  the 
windoTv- and  tl.r-Avs  it  npcn,  and  also  the 
door,  and  atandis  al^hc  window  to  get  as 
much  air  as  he  possibly  can.  After  a  cer- 
tain time  he  linds  that  he  breathes  more 
easily,  cnn  a  deeper  inspiratinr.  he- 
gius  to  cough  deeper,  begins  to  expec  to- 
rate, and  then  he  goes  to  bed  again  a  great 
deal  better.  Very  often  at  the  tame  time 
the  Tirxt  night  the  scene  is  re]>tated. 
VVhen  a  person  is  subject  to  thib  occur- 
rence Tciy  often,  the  breathing  for  the 
movt  port  is  not  ijiiiU'  free  in  the  intervals j 
it  IS  generaiiy  dithcu  . ;  the  patient  feels 
that  ail  is  not  right;  .ukI  at  the  same  time 
then  is  gtneraify  a  (r>  eat  degree  of  tlatu. 
lence.  A  large  quaniit^  of  wind  i~  made 
undoubtedly  in  the  stomach ;  it  cannot  be 
generated  by  any  timple^hemical  process, 
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that  is  out  of  the  question,  bconu^e  a  per 
son  in  this  condition,  jnstlike  an  iiysterical 
woni«o»  in  a  moment,  lh»m  not  haThifr 

been  distended  at  all,  becomes  6 lieu 
with  wind,  and  send-;  forth  torrents  as 
if  there  were  no  end  to  it  i  and  tliis 
occnm  without  any  thing  in  the  stomach 
proinfitiiitc  f^i-  jiriHliiction  of  it.  A 
grtat  quantiij  ul  wind  is  dinenfaged 
Horn  tbe  itoiUkch  and  intestines;  but  I 
think  there  can  be  no  doubt  (and  John 
HuTit<  r  was  of  this  opinion),  that  it  ran 
be  secreted  like  fluid;  for  you  see  a  wo- 
men in  a  moment,  fVom  a  passion  of  the 
mind,  swell  out  and  i)our  forth  torrenl<. 
It  evidently  must  have  been  generated  at 
the  time;  a  chemical  process  of  course 
could  not  have  been  so  instantaneous. 
This  will  be  th<'  cr\-<c  wluther  there  be 
anv  thing  in  the  stomach  or  not;  and  I 
beiie?e  the  wind  in  tliese  cases  is  alwM 
inodorous.  The  wind— the  gases  from  the 
alimentary  canal — have  been  analysed  hy 
the  French,  and  tlieir  uulure  is  ascertained 
ftom  the  contents  of  the  stomach  and  in- 
testines, an  accOTiTit  if  \^1iir!i  ynu  will  find 
in  Magendie'»  work;  but  whether  this 
wind  his  been  analjrzed  I  do  not  know ; 
I  think  not  At  the  same  time  there  is 
generated  n  Inrjrc  quantity  of  fluid;  pa- 
tients generate  both  wiud  and  water.  The 
water  is  pale,  and  it  is  as  genuine  water  as 
can  conio  fruin  the  body;  it  is  quite  pale, 
and  in  iminen^t'  (juantitios,  contiiiiiinij 
'Very  little  saline  or  uuimal  matter.  They 
are  as  pans  mecimens  both  of  wind  and 
wntor  as  can  be  pradneed,  I  suppose,  from 
the  animal  body. 

Prmmritory  tfvwpf aim.  —  Some  perKms 
have  these  attacks  only  at  certain  masons 
of  tlie  year,  and  some  only  in  particular 
places.  If  tiiey  be  subject  to  tiie  ailection, 
they  are  rendoed  fiur  more  liable  te  it  bjr 
eating  what  is  ill  suited  to  their  stoiuaeh  — 
eating  articles  which  they  have  found  will 
not  agree  with  them.  Sometimes  indiges- 
tioa  precedes  an  attack  of  this  descriptioB ; 
eometimes  there  arc  symptoms  of  the  ncr- 
TOtts  ivstem,  such  as  sleeplessness  and 
hoadadne ;  and  sometimes  there  is  a  gicat 
itching  of  the  skin.  These  circumstanoes 
occasinnaHy  precede  the  disease. 

Anack*  fienomof  nUage*. — The  occurrence 
of  the  dissaie  is  rery  radons;  some  hare 
it  only  for  a  few  niifhls,  and  s<tme  for  many 
weeks.  It  is  a  disease  which  attacks  afl 
ages.  I  have  seen  it  over  and  over  again 
in  iaiknts  at  the  breast,  where,  from  the 
verv  «li:::litcst  decrrcc  of  broTK-hitis — the 
slightest  catarrh,  they  have  been  aeizjed  at 
diincnt  periods  of  the  day  with  violent 
wbeesing,  and  that  wlieezing  ceases  almost 
a^  suddenly  ;  and  fhercfore  1  hnvi-  no  doubt 
it  is  asthma.  1  have  seen  several  iuiilaocc& 
of  it,  as  I  Kupposet  below  pulieiljr 

and  above  it,  and  vei^  freqneatly  itatlacka 


yonng'  adulti.  The  recurrence  of  the  dis- 
ease may  last  many  y x-ars  ;  persons  may  t*e 
snbjeet  to  it  for  many  years,  and  then  it 
may  eea<ie  entirely,  without  any  conse- 
quences  whatever — without  Winj?  followed 
by  any  other  disease.  A  )  atieni  sliail  at 
one  period  of  his  life  entirely  cease  to  be 
asthnialic,  nnd  this  cessation  of  thv  dis- 
ease for  Kood  may  be  at  all  ages.  At  any 
period  of  life  an  astfamatle  penan  may 
cease  during  the  rest  of  his  existence  ta  ha 

astbinnttr  V\  itfi  sortH'  ^»rr*;oTm  it  occurs 
only  in  purlieuiar  seasons,  trom  |»arUeular 
eircumstmicea,  and  from  particular  stales 
of  the  weather;  but  ^y'lth  some,  the  t<  n 
dency  to  it  is  so  strong,  tiiat  they  are  sun; 
to  have  it  wherever  Uiey  are.  There  are 
always  exciting  caases  enongh  to  produce 
the  d'iv(  ase  in  them,  lo  cottreme  is  their  lia< 
bility  to  it 

Oefomnatt^  ettmitd  by  pain.— I  have 
SOUK  times  .seen  it  attended  with  very  great 
j>ain  ;  there  has  appeared  to  be  a  violent 
gpa^m  of  the  respiratory  muscles,  so  that 
patients  have  had  violent  pain;  and  yet, 
without  nii\  Mcedinj;,  simply  from  stiion- 
lating  remedies,  this  pain  has  ceased. 

Faratftw.— Althongh  this  which  I  have 
now  described  is  the  regular  form  of  the 
disenfc,  yet,  like  epilepsy,  it  sometimes 
puts  on  a  very  great  irregnkurity.  Some 
persons  in  tibe  it  will  make  a  crowing 
noise;  s<nne  will  have  a  number  of  succes- 
sive deep  inspirations,  and  then  they  will 
suddenly  cease  to  breathe.  There  is  cvrry 
sort  of  variety  that  vou  can  imagine;  hut 
still,  no  (loii'l.T.  it  is  all  dcaenriagof  the 
name  ol  u.^thma. 

Frequent Itf  comlwud  vith  fthtr  ditmtn,-  • 
The  disease  is  literally  pure  spasm,  and 
does  not  necessarily  deiM.*nd  np<^'n  r\*iv 
Uitug  organic;  but  it  may  be  combiunl 
with  any  inflammatory  disease  of  the  chest, 
and  it  may  he  combined  w  ith  any  onjanie 
disease  of  the  chest;  even  the  slightest 

})ressure  in  some  people  will  caure  this  af- 
ection.  I  believe  I  mentioned  formerly, 
that  Mr.  Lawrence  ha.s  de«ieriHr'l  n  eav.  in 
which  violent  paroxysms  of  asthma  were 
indnced  simply  by  an  aactiriam  of  the  Im* 
nominata,  causing  the  least  poarihledk^paa 
of  pressure  upon  the  trachea. 

The  disease  with  which  asthma  is  most 
commonly  united,  is  duronic  bronchitia. 
Wlicn  pers»»ns  lab<»:ir  under  the  latter  af- 
fectiitn,  be.Mdes  constant  dithculty  of 
breathing,  they  are  subject  to  great  agK^u* 
rations  of  it  in  the  course  of  the  day,  from 
time  to  time.  imrtirnUirly  at  nii;ht.  .\s  in 
this  case  tliey  ^bU  up  a  great  dnU,  the  a£. 
ibetion  is  called  kummni  «tf  Asm  by  the  aid 
writers.  But  you  have  ehrunio  aithiaa 
continually  witliont  this  disease;  yon  mnv 
have  it  without  ihn  tendency  to  a  snws- 
modic  aflection.  Sometimea  it  is  naitml 
with  plearitis  asd  peripaeanoaia,  aad  aa 
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Ueedine  tnch  patients  you  hftve  baffy 
blood;  but  in  a  case  of  genuine  astlima  it 
is  rare  for  the  blood  to  be  buffr  ;  T  dn  not 
know  that  it  CTeri«.  It  ia  frequently  seen 
united  with  diseases  of  the  heart ;  but  then 
it  is  t«>  be  remembered,  that  nothing  is  uiorr 
common  in  oraranic  diseases  of  the  heart 
than  for  chronic  bronchitis  to  exist.  The 
hcntt  is  seldom  organically  diseased  to  any 
evttnu  without  the  bxoncmo  being  more  or 
lesjt  inflamed. 

Diagna3i$,'^The  disease  is  easily  distin. 
gnished  from  hvdrothorax,  because  if  vou 
strike  all  over  tVie  chest  ytni  hare  a  clear 
sound  i  and  if  vou  listen,  yt»u  have  respi- 
ration all  over  the  chest,  which  yon  cannot 
have  if  any  part  of  the  cavity  be  filled  with 
water.  You  distinguish  it  from  bronchitis 
by  the  absence  of  sonorous  and  iiibilous 
l»ttie»  exoeptltti^  in  tiie  upper  parts.  Down 
Wf.w,  throuplioiit  the  rest  of  the  chest, 
jou  hear  not  tliose  neculiar  sounds  of  bron- 
chitis— or,  if  vou  ao  hear  somethinpr  lilce 
them,  they  suddenly  cease,  they  go  off,  and 
then  tliere  is  the  sound  of  hcaltH— bnt  ^vltile 
bronciiitis  lasts  vou  hare  sonorous  aiui  si- 
Ulons  rattle,  and  these  only  subside  either 
by  art,  or  Ihv  di<scaso  itself  ceasing.  In 
general,  you  will  hear  a  loud  respiratory 
murmur  all  over  the  chest,  louder  tluia  it 
•hoald  I>e.  The  absence  of  other  diseases, 
together  witli  the  suddenness  of  the  attack, 
— the  suddenness  with  which  it  goes,  and 
its  extrrme  aggravation  Arom  time  to  time, 
will  enable  yon  to  form  your  diagnosis. 

Pro^'^i'f'n  'li  li)  the  PiiroTtjsm. — The  procf- 
n<»is  in  the  disease,  so  far  as  the  paroxysm 
fa  eonoemed,  is  genHsrally  good ;  but  I  have 
Ti  jieoj)Ie  die  from  pure  spasmodic  asth- 
ma.   I  recollect  that  last  year  a  young 
man  was  brought  to  the  hospittil  in  a*  great 
IHght,  who  ha!d  been  asthmatic,  and,  when 
I  «ia\v  liim  first,  he  was  dying.    He  could 
only  breathe  while  on  his  knees  and  el- 
bows; he  was  obliged  to  be  in  that  pos. 
tnve  to  bicathe  nt  all,  and  no  signs  of  any 
other  disea'-e  w<>re  ffniiid  'Inrintr  life.  ITe 
was  cold  and  pale,  and  the  pulse  was  not 
to  be  felt;  aira  in  the  course  of  two  or 
three  hours  he  died.    He  had  ])ecn  a.sth- 
Tuntic;  but  this  fit  produced  such  an  asth- 
niHtic  state  that  he  did  nut  survive.  On 
«»pening  him  nosigns  of  disease  were  found ; 
but  the  Innir^  wcrv  all  divtcrul/'d,  had  lost 
their  contractile  power,  were  unable  to  col- 
lapse, and  they  were  as  light  as  a  feather. 
I  hmre  read  accounts  of  this  occunence,  but 
it  is  a  rare  tbitii^  inflred. 

Frv^Huns  ax  (1  (he  iermniatim  of  the  Dit- 
mam, — The  prognosis,  however,  must  be  un- 
favourable as  to  the  termination  of  the  dis- 
ea.«ie.  Some  jn-rsons  will  l>e  liable  to  it  for 
lite,  if  tlicv  live  in  particular  situations,  in 
vplte  of  all  that  ?oo  can  do.  Ton  have  a 
j»r«n?rno«;is  to  mnKc  of  tlie  paroxysm,  and 
one  as  to  tlM  duration  of  the  disease—* the 


one  is  fa?onrable^  and  the  otlier  unfarour- 
able ;  but  then  tiie  prognosis  respecting  the 

distant  event  must  de|>cnd  upon  the  exist- 
ence of  other  diseases.  The  prognosis,  so 
Ibr  as  tlie  astlima  is  concerned,  is  not  bad. 

Pt  fiplr  lalnjuring  under  this  affection  oAen 
live  to  a  great  a^c,  and  the  di.seasc  often 
ceases  of  itself  But  yuu  must  always  con- 
sider in  these  cases,  that  there  may  be  some 
other  disease— t  hroTiir  bnau  liitis,  chronic 
pcripneumouia,  or  dititase  of  the  heart — but 
if  not,  there  may  be  a  tendency  to  phthisis ; 
and  therefore  all  these  things  must  be 
taken  into  the  accout  in  forming  a  prog, 
nosis.  Dr.  lieberden  mentions  a  curious 
case  of  the  cessation  of  astluna  after  it  had 
existed  some  time;  ami  u  t  only  a  curious 
case,  but  other  cases  of  persons  cea-iintr  to 
be  suddenly  asthmatic,  and  never  having 
another  attack,  though  they  lived  thirty 
years  afterwards.  I  have  myself  Iviiovvn 
instances  of  its  cessation  after  having  ex- 
isted a  considerable  time.  But  we  can 
never  prognosticate  this.  Tf  it  turn  out  so 
it  is  all  ver}-  well;  but  I  think  we  have  no 
means  whatever  of  saying  that  it  will  tiius 
terminate. 

Predisfming  Causes, — The  predisposing 
causes  of  the  disease  are  not  known  ^'(  ry 
olften  it  attacks  those  wlio  arc  thin  auil 
pale;  but  thev  have  pure,  simple,  spasmo- 
dic astlima.  tt  us  frefpiently,  however,  at- 
tacks tho.se  who  are  short  and  full — bulky; 
and  these  generally  have  a  combination  of 
asthma  and  chronic  bronchitis ;  they  ex- 
pectorate a  £freat  dfiil.  have  hnmonirasth- 
nm.  Of  the  real  predi>position,  however, 
we  certainly  do  not  Imow  the  nature.  We 
know  it  is  often  hereditary ;  many  have 
asthma  whose  parent?^,  one  or  both,  or 
whose  grand  parents,  have  had  the  disease. 
It  runs  in  families. 

Kicitwg  Cnum. — With  ri  irnr;!  to  the  ex- 
citing causes  of  tlie  disease,  they  are,  in  ge- 
neral, cold  and  damp,  and  especially  fogs. 
Some  peiBOBshave  it  only  in  cold  weather; 
others  bare  it  only  in  damp,  foggy,  moist 
weather:  but  there  is  a  great  variety  in 
this  respect  Some  persons  hare  it  only  in 
summer,  and  are  all  the  better  for  cold 
weather;  and  some  never  have  it  but  in 
I>articular  situations.  Most  people  are  bet« 
ter  in  the  country,  if  it  be  a  diy  place ;  and 
some  arc  better  in  London  ;  so  tbnt  persons 
who  have  made  their  fortunes,  and  retired 
to  the  countrv,  have  become  asthmatic,  and 
have  been  obliged  to  return  and  live  in 
Thames  Street  ;ic:fiiTi.  I  have  read  of  cases 
where  parties  have  been  obliged  to  go  back 
to  an  old  house  in  Thames  Street  I  only 
mention  it,  because  T  recollect  a  particular 
street,  and  that  as  damp  and  dirty  a  street 
as  there  is  in  London.  In  »ome  persons 
this  disease  is  only  induced,  as  it  would 
appear,  by  particular  exhalations  from  tin; 
vegetable  kingdom — the  eipa&atioos  ft*)m, 


.  -d  by  Google 


164  DR,  ELLIOTSON  ON  THE  THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE 


prass  in  flower.  Thwe  «re  the  people  who 
have  asthma  onlv  in  summer;  but  by  far  the 
greater  number  who  have  the  disease  ag« 
gravated  in  winter  are  pretty  well  in  sain< 
mer :  some,  however,  are  never  asthmatic 
till  about  ^^ny  «t  June.  I  should  think  all 
these  cases  u\ay  be  resolved  into  that  par- 
tlcnlar  fonn  of  disease  wbidi  has  been 
<^led  hay  /every  or  hay  asthma.  In  some 
cases  then*  i!;  a  simple  spasmodic  affection 
of  the  breath,  and  in  others  there  is  a  tio- 
lent  catarrh  united  with  the  spasmodic  af- 
fection.  This  is  a  disease  ^^hich  has  only 
been  noticed  of  Ute  years,  and  respect- 
inff  which  I  bm  tone  earious  facts  to 
aMuce. 

CATARRHUS  JBSTIVUS,  or  HAY  FEVER. 

CMtain  writert  have  spoken  of  what 

they  etill  n  »;MtTinier  cold,  rutarrhut  aftivu<i. 
The  first  medical  composition  that  1  read 
upon  the  anbject,  and  the  fint  that  I  ever 
knew  to  exist,  wan  by  Dr.  Rostock,  the  cele- 
brated chemist.  It  was  from  him  I  learned 
that  some  writers  spoke  of  catarrhus  sesti- 
vus ;  but  I  do  not  know  to  whom  he  allndes. 
Dr.  Bostoek  states,  in  one  of  the  Toliiuies 
of  the  Medico- Chirurgical  Transactions, 
that  at  a  certain  tlmeof  the  year  he  begins 
to  sneeze — he  has  a  running  of  the  eyes, 
and  all  tlu^  •■vT^^ptoms  of  catarrh — and 
that  these  coiiiinuc  lor  a  certain  length  of 
time,  whererer  be  is,  and  whatever  he  does. 
In  a  second  paper,  published  by  him  nboTit 
three  vcars  a£?o  in  the  same  work,  he  again 
refers  to  llie  subject,  ajid  relates  his  own 
case  at  considerable  lens^th.  Before  that 
time  T  bad  luard  pcni)le  talk  about  hay 
fever  and  hay  asthma,  but  I  could  notcom- 
preltend  what  they  meant.  I  was  told  tint 
certain  distinguished  personages  bad  hay 
fever.  It  appears  to  be  quite  an  aristocra- 
tical  affection,  not  at  all  visiting  hay- 
makers, or  those  who  have  to  do  with  bay 
and  straw.  I  never  met  with  such  a  thing 
in  practice ;  and  it  appearrd  to  uic  to  be  a 
highly  geatleman-like,  and  indeed,  1  may 
add,  noMe  aflbetion.  I  could  not  tell  what 
to  Iraki-  rif  it,  and  I  disreparde  l  it  entire- 
ly, !»uppoi>iug  it  to  he  a  sort  of  aguish  or 
hvp<M*nondriaea!  affection,  of  which  those 
who  had  little  to  do  frequently  became  the 
subjeeL  I  had  no  idea  that  it  wa.s  an  af- 
fection of  the  chest  till  I  read  Dr.  Bog. 
to^'s  paper.  I  happened,  however,  last 
year,  to  he  attending  in  a  family,  where  the 
mother  of  the  lady  wa5  said  to  have  been 
the  victim  of  it  many  years.  She  was  a 
very  sensible  and  superior  woman;  and 
she* stated,  that  at  a  certain  tluie  of  the 
year,  when  the  ^rass  came  into  ilower,  she 
was  dreadfully  distressed  in  breathing,  and 
was  obliged  to  kave  ha  house,  and  go  to 
as  barren  a  plaeo  a.s  she  could  find  at  the 
sea-side,  and  there  she  olttained  compara- 
tive ease,  she  told  mc  this  had  been  the 


case  for  many  yean;  that  she  had  tried 

every  thing  in  vain  ;  that  nothing  did  her 
good.  She  was  not  the  onlv  member  of 
Uie  ftmily  afflicted  with  it,  wt  an  nade, 

.some  of  her  nephews  and  niece'>,  and  some 
of  her  cousins,  laboured  under  it.  It  was 
decidedly  an  hereditarj-  family  matter. 

As  tline  arc  some  curioas  features  io 
these  ca.ses,  I  alluded  to  them  in  a  clinical 
lecture  delivered  at  St  Thomas's  hospitat 
last  year.*  I  knew  that  that  covnecflee> 
tures  was  published,  and  I  thought  that 
the  shortest  way  to  make  the  thintr  known 
was  to  mention  it  then,  and  away  it  would 
go.  The  consequence  was,  I  reipeived  se> 
"M  rrv!  exeeedinfjly  kind  letters  from  ijontl''*- 
men  unknown  to  me,giviDg  me  facts  \i\xn\ 
the  subject ;  and  as  the  matter  is  very  in- 
teresting?, I  will  read  a  few  of  them. 

Ifr.  r'ijrf/,>n%  desniplionoj  Hay  Fever —  On« 

of  these  letters  was  received  from  Mr.  Uur. 
don,  a  surgeon  residing  at  Wdlton,neM' 
Hull,  Yorkshire,  who  stated,  that  in  the 
Medical  Gazktte  for  1K20  he  had  de- 
scribed the  very  same  tiling.  I  was  not 
aware  of  it  at  ibe  time,  or  I  sbovM  hava 
felt  it  a  qrcat  plea>inrr,  as  wall  9»mj^atyp 
to  refer  to  it.    He  says, 

**  I  have  this  evening  TVcdved  the  186tb 
Number  of  the  London  Medical  Ga- 
ZKTTE,  dated  June  2.">tb.  It  contaii!';  the 
report  of  a  clinical  lecture  which  you  de- 
livered at  St  Thomases  hospital  in  Mazdk 
last,  on  the  subject  of  hay  a.^thina. 

"  In  consequ»-nr»>  of  your  expressinc:  a 
wish  to  receive  iuiurmatiou  on  this  extra- 
ordinary complaint,  I  have  taken  the  Mbet* 
ty  of  troubling  you  with  this  letter.  I  bog 
leave  to  state,  that  I  have  witnessed  several 
instances  of  hay  fever  and  hay  asthma; 
and,  in  the  87ih  Number  of  the  Londo?! 
Mf.  nir  u.  Gazettk,  benrin^  date  Au^.  l$t, 
IH2^,  1  published  a  siiort  account  of  the 
nature,  symptoms,  causes,  and  treatmoii 
of  these  curious  disorders.  In  that  memoir 
T  have  observed,  that  the  best  preservative 
against  theirattack  is  the  cold  shower-bath. 
For  the  last  two  seasons,  however,  whilst 
employins"  tlii^,  I  have  administeretl  the 
sulp.  quinine  with  the  snip,  ferri ;  tii« 
former  in  doses  of  two  or  three  g^rains,  the 
latter  in  doses  of  one  grain,  thros  times  a- 
day.  The  success  which  ha^  attfTid'  d  this 
prophylactic  treatment  has  exceeded  my 
bignest  eipectations.  With  two  of  the 
most  severely  afl1icte<i  of  my  patients  on 
whom  it  has  been  tried,  it  has  answered  «o 
effectually,  that  both  of  them  have  tins 
year  been  able  to  walk  'dirongh  ft  fldb 
meadow  without  suffering  in  the  slij^htest 
degree;  alUiough  formerly,  if  they  had 
ventured  out  into  such  a  situation*  tht^ 
would  have  brongbt  upon  tbemaelMa  au 
the  ponies  of  spasmodic  astbma. 

"  I  hopt;  you  will  do  me  liie  honocur  !• 

*  Mcii.  Gas.  TOi,  trltl.  p.  411. 
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read  over  tbt  deaeriptkm  wlikli  I 

of  hay  asthma  in  tha  abovt-named 

mitdicaX  jrtiinial," — and  so  on. 

"  The  bymptomfi  which  I  bare  related 
were  taken  priucipiUly  from  Ae  cases  of 
•  These  two  jj;entk'mcn  have 

hf^f'Ti  unnnally  attaclced  with  hay  ix-sihma 
lor  Uie  laj.t  fifteen  or  twenty  years.  They 
consulted  Dr.  B.  and  most  of  the  emineot 
English  iih\ sitians,  as  ^^(11  as  screral 
practitioucfii  on  the  Continent,  but  de- 
rived no  relief  from  what  was  prescribed 
for  them.  By  means,  however,  of  the 
shower-bath,  the  quinine,  nnd  iron,  they 
have  for  the  last  two  years  obtained  a  com- 
plate  wnandpatioii  fiom  their  tormenting 
dieovdcr.*' 

Another  dfafrifninft  Ha}i  Fever. — A nother 
letter  is  ixum  a  ]>ractitioner  at  bri:>tol, 
who  saya, 

**  I  knew  nothing  about  liav  fever,  any 
definite  disease  i  but  your  description  of  it 
is,  with  little  exception,  a  very  aeeonle 
detail  of  what  I  have  solmd  every 
June  ff>r  several  years." — Here  was  a  gen- 
tleman who  h&fi  been  ill  every  summer  for 
■vvafal  years  witbont  being  aware  what 
his  particular  complaint  was. — **  Were  I 
not,"  he  proceeds,  "  at  the  present  time, 
annoyed  by  ihiii  Lronblesome  affection,  I 
ehoold  probably  not  have  foond  leisure  to 
trne  ymi  f!ir  troiaUaof  nudistg  anything 
un  this  subject 

**  The  attack  generally  begins  with 
me  the  latter  end  of  May,  with  great 
itching  of  the  eyr  lifls.  y  nrtieularly  at  the 
inner  cantbi,  from  wiucii  i  rwguiarly,  dur- 
ing this  mootb,  oKtnet  some  ciUa,  which 
grow  very  near  the  cornea,  and  increase 
the  irritation.  Mv  most  troublesome  svmi)- 
torn  is  sneezing:  il  in  uf  a  violent  kind, 
and  often  oontinues  till  I  have  sneexea 
eight  or  ten  times.    The  defluxion  from 
tho  nostrils  is  most  copious  at  these  pe- 
riods of  the  day,  while,  in  the  intervals,  I 
have  no  eatanhal  qfrnptoms :  the  expecto- 
ration of  clear  mut^us  is  also  considerable. 
My  sneezing  attacks  are  sure  to  come  on 
wnile  I  am  visitins:  my  patients,  to  my 
^reat  annoyance,    'i  his  c<»mfortkss  state 
geaerully  continn("<  for  five  or  six  weeks, 
but  is  never  sutticuut  to  interrupt  auv  of 
my  eiD|>Io9ni«its,  or  render  any  confine- 
inent  mcmery,  though  I  nm  niM  nys  free 
Ikom  it  when  in  the  house,  iiow  far  grass 
or  hay  have  any  thing  to  do  with  this  albe. 
tlon  I  cannot  satmactorily  determine. 
There  are  certainly  seveml  hay-fields  with- 
in  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  my  house.  The 
mir  seems  to  make  me  worse,  and  an  open 
w  indow  is  my  abhorrence  while  I  am  thus 
indisposed.    Last  week  I  spent  an  hour  or 
two  in  a  friend's  hay  Held,  with  a  party  of 
Jadiee;  hat  the  tyllabub,  the  hidiee,  and 
the  pastoral  sports,  had  nn  amtisemcnt  for 
iBfy  ttid  1  was  glad  to  get  to  a  corner  of 


the  park,  where  my  streaming  eyes  and 
nostrils,  and  noisy  stenmtattons,  might  es- 
cape both  remark  and  commiseration. 
Certainly,  during  that  afternoon,  in  the 
hay-field,  was  the  worst  attac^  I  have  had, 
but  whether  it  was  the  air  which  was  cooler 
than  usual,  or  the  kaify  I  could  not  tell.  I 
must  however  confes.s,  that  my^afiry  on  the 
tnbjeethas  always  leaned  more  to  the  efleet 
of  somesubtlf  ji  irtit  I  s  (»f  an  irritating  na- 
tore  than  to  tlie  ordinary  causes  of  catar- 
rhal affections. 

'*  My  lungs  are  rather  asthmatic;  for- 
merly 1  ha<l  a  c^ood  dt  n!  of  a-t!nna  1  hnrr 
never  found  time  to  try  any  remedies,  but 
shall  certainly  bear  in  mind  yonrs,  soovld 
I  have  this  visitation  next  year." 

Dr.  Butmnns  Ca»e$  of'  Hntf  Fci-r. — 
I  have  another  letter  f^m  l>r.  liuluan, 
of  Newcastle-npon-Tvne,  who  has  given 
me  seveial  cases^  of  which  the  following  is 
one: — 

**  D.  B.,  aBt.  36,  is  of  a  spare  but  robust 
habit,  and  free  from  any  constitutional  or 

hereditary  jifTection,  except  perhaps  the 
gout  He  has  been  liable  since  his  seventh 
year,  if  not  sooner,  to  annnal  attacks  of  tho 
disease  so  ably  described  by  Dr.  Bf^tock, 
under  the  nnme  of  catarrhus  SBStivu^,  in 
the  14iii  volume  of  the  Medico- Chirurgical 
TVaasaetiona 

"  The  disea'!e  invariably  commm  c^, 
about  the  second  or  third  week  in  June, 
with  a  sense  of  uneasiness,  heat,  and  itch- 
ing in  the  tunica  conjunctiva,  but  the  itch- 
im^  is  more  particularly  severe  alonc^  the 
tarsus,  and  in  the  canincula  lachrymalis. 
On  examination,  this  membrane  is  fomd 
to  be  considerably  inflamed,  but,  except  in 
the  severer  attacks,  the  iiiflannnntion  does 
not  extend  to  the  eyc-baii.  iiic  symp- 
toms before  mentioned  are  attended  with 
wateriiitr  "f  the  eyes — increased  secretion 
from  the  meibomian  glands — a  sense  of 
fnlness  or  rather  distention  of  the  eye>ball 
—intolerance  of  light— and  weight  in  llw 
forehead.  The  itching  gradually  increases 
in  violence  till  it  becomes  almost  insuffer- 
able, compelling  the  iMitient,  notwithstand* 
inc^  every  resolution  to  the  contrary,  to  rub 
his  eyes,  by  which  it  is  always  ixmsiderably 
allayed. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  days,  but  sooner 
if  the  patient  has  exposed  himself  to  the 
sun,  the  inflammation  extends  to  the 
schneiderian  membrane  of  the  nose,  at- 
tended  with  itching  and  stuffing  of  the 
nostrils,  increased  secretion  of  mnc'i*,  and 
violent  paroxysms  of  sneezing;  which  are 
also  excited  by  dnst  of  any  kind,  exposure 
to  thr  hf  atf  d  external  air,  efiluvium  of 
new-mudc  hay,  and  the  odour  of  the  bean- 
flower — perhaps,  also,  by  other  odours. 

As  tne  disease  continnes  to  advance, 
the  membrane  of  the  fauces  and  lungs  is 
ahicted,  giving  rise  to  a  sense  of  dryncus 
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and  extreme  itcbing^  or  pricking  in  the 
throat,  and  slight  cough,  with  tightness  of 
the  chest,  and  diffu  nltv  f>f  brr-alhingj  but 
there  is  little  or  no  cxiK-ctoration. 

"  Tliere  are  teveru  paroxytms  daily, 
which  aimmence  with  intolerable  itching 
and  tini^ling  of  the  eye  lid-*,  and  are  fol- 
lowed b^  the  most  violent  tits  of  sneezing, 
aooomiMuiied  by  a  oopions  disduucpe  of 
mucus  from  the  nasal  passages ;  after 
which  the  patient  obtains  a  longer  or 
•horter  respite;  for  the  parozjmu  recur  at 
uncertain  intervals,  save  that  one  inraria  - 
biy  takes  place  nhmn  lialf  an  hour  after 
rising  in  the  munuug. 

<*The  tightne^  of  the  chest  and  diifi. 
cnlty  of  breatliii)^^,  though  sufficiently  dis- 
tressing, have  seldom  been  very  urgent; 
but  on  two  oecaeiont  they  roee  to  soch  a 
height  that  the  patient  conceived  bimielf 
in  danger  of  instant  •^tiffocation. 

**  In  severe  attack^i  Uie  eye-lids  become 
cedematoite. 

During  the  wliole  course  of  the  dis- 
ease the  patient  is  languid  and  listless, 
and,  though  restless,  is  averse  to  motion. 
His  temper  is  more  irritable  than  natural; 
but  his  j)nlse  is  scarcely,  if  at  all,  afft  ctctl, 
liis  bowels  arc  regular,  and  his  appetite 
rather  itiereaied  than  diminiehed. 

"  The  disease  continues  till  about  the 
end  of  July  or  the  l)eginning  of  August, 
when  it  ailmost  imperceptibly  declines ; 
and  it  is  remarkable,  that  the  natient  ie 
tltt  n  able  to  expose  liiinsclfto  the  hottest 
sun  without  the  recurreuct;  of  any  of  the 
above  detailed  symptoms," — shewing,  of 
emirw,  that  it  does  not  de|>end  upon  the 
tenij>4  rature, — "  and  iii'lrr  d,  rltirinij  the 
violence  of  the  disease,  cxiM>surc  to  the 
open  air  early  in  the  nioniinff»  and  in  the 
even  ill  aft*  r  san*eet,  cMiMe  but  Uttle  in> 
eonveuiciice. 

"The  ^tient  has  had  at  racks  of  the  dit- 
caae  in  Fraoce,  Switjsorland,  and  Italy. 
In  the  two  f'^rmt'r  countries  it  was  as  se- 
vere, but  not  more  so,  as  in  England; 
and  it  is  eztraordinaiy,  that  tn  Italy,  not- 
%vithstnnding  he  was  daily  exposed  to  tlie 
powerful  sun  of  Ronir,  in  the  month  of 
June,  the  disease,  thouKti  it  begou  earlier, 
was  nevertbelesi  considerably  milder,  and 
aleo  of  thurter  duration,  than  t  ls«  w  here. 

*'  Must  of  the  ioiemal  remedies  mention- 
ed by  Dr.  Bostock  have  been  tried,  bnt  in 
vain,  lathing  in  salt  water,  both  cold  and 
tepid,  has  ht*cn  hnA  recourse  to.  'I'he  fi>r- 
luer  is  apjiartntly  w  ithuut  eflect;  the  latter 
has  only  si-emed  serviceable,  inaanndi  aa 
it  lia-^  r<  ii<v(-r|  the  tit;htnc<k<<  of  theehcetf 
and  the  iiiiheulty  of  breathing. 

**  Of  local  remedies  the  omy  one  which 
has  proved  of  any  eficaqr  is  the  nng.  by- 
drarg.  nitratis,  properly  diluted  This, 
tliough  it  occasions  considerable  pain  ^vhen 
applied  lo  tlie  eyo-Ud%  has  always  greatly 


allayed  the  itddnf  and  anarting,  and  haa 

even  seemed,  probably  by  being  carried  into 
the  nostrils  with  the  tears,  to  diminish  the 
irntabiiity  of  the  schncidchan  membrane, 
and  hence  lessen  the  violence  of  the  sneex- 

iiitr,  a  innst  r1i<;trrfsing  symptom.  The 
vinum  opii  was  tried  many  years  ago  with- 
out any  benefit,  as  in  the  case  of  Dr. 
Bostock. 

"  With  rejq»ect  to  a  residence  at  the  sea- 
side^ it  mav  be  observed,  that  the  only  in- 
stanoe  of  tne  disease  attacking  the  patient 

ftrevious  to  the  usual  i>criod  was  in  the 
ast  week  in  May  182;>,  during  hot  wen- 
ther,  whilst  he  was  residing  for  a  few  days 
in  an  airy  house,  sitonted  on  a  eliff  ofvcr. 
hanging  the  German  ocean.  The  nttnrV, 
however,  was  slight,  and  lasted  fur  two 
days  only ;  but  again  retufned  at  its  asnnl 
period  in  June. 

"  As  to  diet,  the  patient  is  deeldedlj 
worse  when  living  low. 

"The  above  detaU  was  written  eoM 
moTitl r>  ;it!ro,»* continues  Dr.  Hulraan,"  and 
I  am  happy  to  state,  that  the  patient  al- 
most entirely  escaped  the  disease  this  year, 
b^  merely  commencing,  some  time  pre. 
vious  to  the  expected  period  of  attack,  to 
anoint  the  eye-lids  at  bed-time  with  the 
ointment,  and  bathing  them  oeoaslonnlly 
during  the  day  with  a  collyrium  compueea 
of  rose-water  and  acetate  of  zinc,  anci  after 
this  had  dried,  smc^ing  Uiem  with  Kimpie 
spermaceti  ointment,  to  remove  the  stilmess 
left  by  the  collyrium. 

1  have  only  heard  of  one  other  example 
of  this  curious  disease  in  this  neighbour' 
hood.  The  patient  is  a  gentleman  of  fisr- 
tune,  and  the  instant  he  approaches  n  hay- 
field  he  is  attacked.  1  have  never  been 
able  to  hear  of  Uie  disease  In  the  lower 
w  alks  of  life,  though  my  sitnatiim,  as  phy- 
sician to  two  extensive  charities  in  tli\% 
town,  has  aA'urded  me  auiplt^opportuutttes 
of  meeting  with  it,  did  it  exist  among 
them. 

"  1  may  add,  that  none  of  the  patient's 
Ibmiiy—that  is  to  say,  neither  his  fiuher, 

nor  mother,  nor  brothers,  nor  sistets^ 
though  »'rij)rifm!lv  amounting  to  thirt«*<'n — - 
were  ever  ulkcicd  in  the  slightest  way  by 
this  distressing  complaint 

Mr.  PouffT^  Cases  of  Hay  F«ssr.— 
There  is  another  case  with  which  1  have 
been  fhvoured  by  Mr.  Poyser,  of  Wtrks- 
worth 

"  Mrs.  H.,  of  middle  ns^\  of  a  full  ard 
rather  corpulent  habit,  hfxa  been  &ubjei  t  fur 
many  years  to  this  perlodleal  complaint. 
The  attax-k  ijenerally  commences  a)>out  tlic 
middle  of  June  (the  old  time),  sooner  or 
later,  according  to  the  heat  or  closeness  of 
the  weather. 

A  scmntion  of  heat  and  irritation  i--  f:r<t 
cxperivnccd  m  the  eyes  and  nostrils,  ac- 
companied with  aneenng,  Aver,  nad  icst* 
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icfsness.  Thea«  i^ptoms  (i f  Lii«  oumplaint 
inetcue)  ai*  reeeaaded  by  a  niim  of  ooa> 

<itrictirin  a^Hmt  the  rhcst.  acfgravalcd  very 
mucb  by  exertion,  and  increasing  towards 
night  to  a  regular  asthmatic  paroxysm. 
Ia  the  Mfonr  attacks  of  the  oompfaint 
there  is  a  permanent  whee/incr  nna  diffi- 
ciilty  of  breathing,  with  an  inabiiitv  of 
nonog,  or  of  raaaining  in  a  recnmbent 
ponition,  and  accompanied  with  pain,  fe- 
ver, qnjck  pn!«e,  and  a  great  degree  of  ffe- 
iieral  indisposition,  lasting  for  fiome  weeks, 
aod  lca?ing  great  ddrility,  with  an  «ede- 
laatons  state  of  the  feet,  ankles,  &c. 

The  treatment  has  been  condueted  on 
general  principles." 

To  shew  the  hereditary  nature  of  this 
afTcrt i'lri.  T  %vil]  read  a  Uittlo  BMiiB  of  Mr. 
Pov&er's  letter ; — 

^  Hvk  P.  A.,  also  the  mother  of  a  large 
family,  has  had  this  complaint  several 
vears.  The  symj)toms  in  her  ca.>*e  resem- 
hle  very  accurateiy  tho!»e  described  by  Dr. 
Bostoch,  viz.  a  eensation  of  heat  and  fnl* 
ne'-s  in  the  CTc«r,  nrcdmpanied  with  rednr^<; 
and  discharge  of  tears.  These  sensations 
^  on  tncreaiii^, and  afnlnew ia  thahead 
IS  experience4^  with  irritation  of  the  noee 
nnd  violent  snpe/inir  To  the  sneeTrinp-s 
are  added  a  farther  sen.satiou  of  tightness 
of  the  chest  and  dilBenlty  of  breathing, 
with  a  geneml  irritation  of  tlie  fauees  and 
trachea.  These  symptr)in«;  are  w<trse  by 
paroxysnii*,  and  are  ofli  n  traced  locbuncjes 
of  the  weigher  and  other  causes ;  they  <hi 
nrTt,  however,  a-s  in  the  instmice  of  Mrs.  H., 
go  on  to  regiilar  asthma.  Tlie  complaint 
wcaiB  itsdf  oat  toward  tihe  middle  or  Jcdy. 
This  ladj  decidedly  considers  the  cauisc  of 
her  complaint  to  Ik*  an  cniaiiatinn  fmm 
the  flowers  of  grass,  it  begins  w  lien  gravs 
comes  into  flower.  There  is  a  perceptible 
increase,  or  paroxysm,  when  she  is  exposed 
to  these  effluvia;  and  %vbcii  the  flowering 
time  is  over,  she  can  eo  into  a  hay  field 
witii  imnunity,  which  she  could  not  pre* 
Tionslv  do. 

**  The  father  of  this  lady  is  immediately 
aoteed  wiUi  riolent  and  continued  snees- 
ing,  inflammation  of  the  nose  and  eves, 
when  he  j^oos  into  or  approarhe*;  a  liav 
lield,  but  the  .syuiploms  gu  ufl  when  he  is 
noBoved  from  the  smell  of  the  bay.  He 
therrfore  earefnlly  avoids  the  exciting 
cause,  and  escapes  the  disease. 

"  Three  of  the  sons  of  Mrs.  A.  are  also 
anbjeet  to  this  disease,  and  the  symptoms 
are  similar  tn  her*;,  thont^h  less  s,v»'re. 
One  of  these  yuung  gentlemen  is  nuvv  at 
Genera,  and  had  me  complaint  there  this 
summer.  A  younger  s  n.  a  boy  about  10 
years  old,  is  made  asthmatic  by  the  smell 
of  Guinea  pigs." 

Yoo  see,  therefore,  what  the  character  of 
this  complaint  is— that  it  is  not  merely 
spasmodic  asthma,  but  excessive  irritatioo 


of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  eyes,  nose, 
and  the  wliola  of  the  air  passages.   It  is  a 

combination  of  catarrh  and  asthma 

I  have  no  doubt  myself  whatever,  thrjt 
it  arises  from  vegetable  matter  difl'u&ed  m 
the  atmosphere — that  it  Is  derived  from  the 
flowers  of  some  plants— and  that  in  a  crrat 
number  of  instances  it  comes  from  grass. 
The  lidyto  whom  I  have  referred,  and 
who  informed  me  that  she  had  had  the 
disease  so  many  year??,  told  me  that  «;he 
was  once  away  from  home  at  an  lun, 
where  she  eonmired  there  wa^  no  danger 
whatever  of  being  affteted  by  tb*  fl  iwers 
of  grass;  but  she  was  seized  with  a  vio- 
lent difficulty  of  brrathing,  and  great  irri- 
tation ;  and  on  looking  out  of  a  window, 
she  fn!ind  tliat  there  had  just  been  brought 
into  Ui€  inn-yard  a  cart  ioa^l  of  h^.  6be 
told  me  also,  as  another  proof  that  toe  aflbe- 
tion  arose  from  this  source,  that  her  chil- 
dren once  came  into  the  r^om  after  having 
been  playing  with  ha^  Ji'id  in.«»lanlly  her 
breath  became  affeeted.  She  also  inform* 
cd  mr,  a*^  n  still  farther  eorrobi iration,  that 
if  she  handled  fresh  hav  her  hands  in- 
•tantly  became  aitectod,  sbewing  the  mor. 
bid  H  nsibility  of  her  skin  (skin,  you  will 
remember,  is  analogous  to  mucous  mem- 
brane) to  the  flowers  of  i^rass.  1  have, 
howerer,  a  letter  from  this  lady,  in  which 
.she  details  the  whole  j>artiet>lar,s  of  her 
case ;  and  a<  it  c  ontains  many  interesting 
facts,  1  will  read  it. 

/!;i.if/it'/-  ease  pf  Hay  AstkllUl,^—^*  I  was 
fiisi  afTri  tt'd  \>ifh  tlic  disease  in  1798, 
and  truui  that  period  have  sufl'ered 
annually  from  it  more  or  less.  It  usually 
attacks  me  about  the  latter  end  of  May, 
and  continues  till  the  middle  of  July,  and 
sometimes  till  the  close  of  that  month ; 
but  this  has  occurred  when  the  weather  has 
l)ccn  unfav(iiinibh%  and  the  hay  harvest 
hiis  been  purticulaily  late.  1  have  never 
buffered  after  the  hay  has  been  ^oi  in. 

The  first  symptoms  are  irritation  of 
the  nose,  violent  sneezing,  and  all  the 
usual  attendants  of  a  cold  in  the  head. 
Hiese  are  succeeded  by  spasms  aHecting 
the  breath,  which  have  often  been  so  se- 
vere as  to  tbnatrn  nn  life,  and  arc  the 
most  di&treh&ing  j  art  oi  tiie  disease.  Vio- 
lent irritation  of  the  eyes,  throat,  and  tiie 
V  III  !r  interior  of  the  head,  has  been  expe 
rienced  w  hen  im.v^ing  by  fields  where  hay 
was  making,  which  symptoms  have  all  dis« 
appeared  very  soon  after  entering  a  room, 
and  excluding  as  much  as  possible  the  ex* 
temai  air. 

^  I  believe  the  complaint  with  me  to 

arise  principally,  if  not  entirely,  from  the 
farina  of  the  grass.  It  has  commenced 
sooner  or  later  according  to  the  season; 
and  my  fint  symptom  has  generally  oc> 
ctirred  when  walking  in  the  fields,  and  not 
till  the  grass  is  in  Jiouer ;  aod  from  that 
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time  till  tlie  bay  hanckt  U  completely 
finished  I  raflier  wlmwfer  I  am  cxpoMd  to 
the  air. 

*'  I  bare  tried  the  sea  air,  and  also  Lon- 
don i  the  fonner  I  foinid  most  beneSeud, 

altiiou^h  the  latter  was  productive  of  con- 
siderable relief.  Ramsgate  and  ITanvicb 
have  suited  me  the  best,  which  I  attribute 
to  the  small  qoantity  of  grass  grown  in  the 
ncig^hbmirhood,  ana  to  the  uracing  air, 
w  hith  has  inrigorutt'd  my  geiural  health. 
At  all  pluces  bv  tlie  sea,  1  have  been  im« 
mediately  sensible  when  a  land  wind  blew, 
and  fell  instant  relief  when  il  came  off  tlie 
sea  again  and  two  years  when  this  was 
the  case,  at  Harwieh,  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  six  weeks  I  spent  there  I  aufiered 
scarcely  any  inconvenience.  I  walk* d  out 
daily,  went  frequently  on  the  water,  uud 
hathed  regolarly  in  tlie  sea.  Other  sea- 
sons I  have  been  obliged  l»»  <]\nt  inysclfnp 
entirely  iu  the  house,  not  to  allow  a  win- 
dow to  be  opened,  or  to  permit  any  one 
who  had  been  into  the  air  to  come  near 
ine. 

**  My  children,  in  approaching  me  ailer 
being  in  the  hay  field,  hare  often  brought 

on  a  fit  of  sneezing,  or  a  spasm  of  my 
breath  ;  nTj«1  tliiv  wns  »uice  cffecttd  bv  their 
situxig  duwu  by  mc  tu  teu,  after  play lug  iii 
the  bam  where  the  new-made  hay  was 
stacked,  some  time  after  the  season  was 
over.  Oucc,  at  Harwich,  when  walking 
on  the  shore,  I  became  suddenly  aflected, 
which  occasianed  some  surprise,  as  no 
sjns'i  was  apparently  near;  btit  on  t!ir  fnl 
lowing  day  X  found  that  Imy  was  making 
on  the  top  of  the  cliff  at  the  time  I  was 
walking  under  it. 

*'  At  Cromer,  two  years  since,  I  was  sud- 
denly seized  with  shortness  of  breath,  &.C., 
after  the  complaint  had  Kubnided,  and  all 
the  hay  finished  in  the  immediate  neif^li- 
bourbood ;  and  upon  going  into  my  bed- 
nom,  I  saw  an  immense  stack  makmg  in 
m  yaid  near  the  house,  and  which  had 
been  brought  there  from  n  field  fi%'c  miles 
^tant.  In  Itill  1  was  perfectly  well  till 
the  grass  was  cnt  in  onr  own  fields,  when 
my  I  r-alh  became  so  .seriously  affected, 
tliat  it  was  ihoujjht  neecs.sary  to  remove 
me  directly  from  the  iufected  air^  and  I 
was  with  difllculty  taken  ftom  my  bed  to 

the  eMrrinij^c  which  wa^  to  convey  ine  to 
Harwich,  twenty  miles  distant  i  and  when 
I  aiilTed  there,  I  was  so  much  relieved  by 
the  change  of  atmosphere,  that  I  walked 
tip  vvifh  case  two  pair  of  stairs  to  bed, and 
had  no  return  of  illness  tliat  m  ai>ou. 

**  In  packing  baskets  with  hay  I  have  fre- 
quently had  tits  of  sneezing,  and  tingling 
in  my  hands,  and  have  ever)  reaM>n  to  be- 
lieve that  the  seeds  of  the  grass  is  poison- 
ous  to  mc. 

**  T  have  long  censed  to  have  nirdical  ad- 
vice lor  the  complaint,  and  by  avoiding 


the  exciting  eanieaemneh  as  possible,  and 
nsing  palliatives  on  the  first  attack,  I  have 

of  late  years  sufiered  less  than  formerly. 
I  always  confine  myself  entirely  whiiat 
the  hay  is  makinff  near  me,  nod  at  efdisr 

times  walk  with  salts  or  some  other  pim- 
trent  seent  in  my  hand,  and  when  I  Ut^l 
the  irritalioii  commencing,  if  I  snufl  it  up^ 
I  can  frequently  keep  off  a  fit  of  sneezing. 
My  breath  is  ^(■lip^■^d  bv  s(i!>iti\L-.  and 
smoking  stramonium  will  always  check 
the  asl£natic  spasms. 

«  My  nnde,  Mr.  •«*•,  of  and  Ua 
•;nn ,  w  ere  afiected  abont  the  same  time  ae 
myself  i  the  totmx  with  sAeeang  only, 
and  the  latter  with  all  the  lymptaaHu 
They  both  attribute  it  to  the  grass ;  and 
the  son  is  obliged  to  come  to  London  w  hen 
his  hay  is  making.  A  cold  seast^n  suits 
me  best,  and  the  avmptooM  are  aggmvnted 
by  a  close  air,  which  mny  perhaji^  an^j 
from  the  obnoxious  partieitis  hanging  in 
the  air,  and  which  of  course  are  in^^  in 
larger  quantities. 

"  iTie  disease  has  eertainlv  !nrrpn<;ed 
rapidly  during  the  last  twelve  yean»,  and 
has  attacked  penons  of  all  ages.  Most  of 
tliose  with  whom  I  have  conversed  on  the 
subject,  believe  it  to  be  cK'ca-siom  d  hy  the 
iarina  uf  the  grass,  or  something  Lu  tiiena 
ptoisonous  which  floats  in  the  air  at  that 
time,  ami  ^'.hic  h  mnies  wIk  ii  the  c"ras-^  bc- 
Kins  to  tlower,  and  departs  when  the  hay 
harvest  is  over. 

**  I  have  no  disposition  to  asthma  aft  aay 
filher  ]>rriod  of  the  year;  scarcely  evtr 
have  a  cold,  or  occa&iou  to  use  a  pocket 
handkerdrief.  My  habit  is  vdaxed,  mad  I 
am  always  benefitted  by  a  cold  bracing 
atmosphere.  1  have  occajduualiy  found 
my  brt;ath  considerably  relieved  by  going 
out  of  the  air  into  a  crowded  assembly, 
and  from  our  own  housi  in  the  emmtry  to 
one  in  a  narrow  street  in  the  middle  uf  « 
town." 

It  is  concaved  by  iome  pcnsons  that  it 
is  the  sweet-scented  grass  which  is  pmdue- 
tive  of  this  affection ;  at  least  many  per- 
sons have  decidedly  been  afleeted  wnan 
they  have  gone  near  sweet-scented  gra!>s 
in  flower;  and  some  ascribe  the  greater 
prevalence  of  the  disease  now  than  fcvr- 
marly,  and  consequently  the  notice  of  d» 

ocenrrence,  to  the  introflnctinn  of  soMS 
new  species  ofgraas  into  this  country. 

7VisisMM.-*Meing  that  the  emaiiMUma 
from  the  grass,  the  pollen  in  all  probabi. 
lity,  wa«!  a  compouno,  but  whose  constitu- 
tion 1  myself  do  not  know,  1  fancied  that 
it  might  be  destroyed  in  its  compasitiBBi^ 
broken  up,  by  the  chlorides,  the  same  as 
some  animal  matter.  I  therefore  request- 
ed  a  gentleman  who  had  the  disease  to  try 
it,  and  he  did  so  with  the  most  perfiMt 
succcM  This  was  the  first  ca.se  tliat  I  erer 
saw  of  the  disease.   A  gentleman  came  to 
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eoasalt  me  upon  it  aboat  three  yean  be- 
fm»  I  mm  the  lady.   I  told  bim  at  once 

that  I  knew  nothing  of  the  affection,  and 
1  Knt  him  away  as  he  came,  so  that  nei. 
tbcr  bo  nor  t  sot  any  thing  by  the 
iaiMTiew.   I  UM  him  that  I  liad  bend 
of  sncb  a  thing  as  hay  fever  cxi<;ting 
anoi^  dittinguisbed  lords  and  ladies,  but 
IomM  sot  eoneelfo  tHwt  it  oMuit,  and 
tkocfore  I  could  give  him  no  adviotk  I 
camally  met  him  after  I  had  read  Dr.  Bos. 
toch  s  paiH-T,  and  1  requested  him,  as  a  fa- 
tonr  to  myself,  to  try  tM  effect  of  a  solution 
of  the  chloride  of  lime  or  soda.    I  din'ctt  d 
bim  to  place  it  in  saucers  about  the  bed- 
nnm,  to  htm  Tags  dipped  Is  it  and  Imiijir 
apoo  the  backs  of  cnairs,  to  waab  bis 
band*  and  face  with  it  night  and  morning, 
aad  to  cmny  a  small  bottle  with  bim,  and 
npcslBdly  nnell  it  in  the  eoww  of  the 
day.    He  complied  with  my  request,  and 
tbe  mult  was  highly  sati^actory.  The 
kritatioii  of  the  ears  (for  in  bis  caae  they 
tim  wm  affected),  tlie  tiiq^ling  and  tbe 
smarting  of  tbe  eves  and  nnse  all  ceased ; 
and  bv  naiog  this  precaution  be  got 
tliwan  the  eoBiBer  exeeedingly  ^vell. 
Whtlher  the  chloride  acted  by  destroying 
the  emanations,  or  by  lessening  the  irrita- 
bility of  tbe  mucous  membrane,  or  of  the 
•kin,  I  do  not  know.    The  dbloridcs,  if 
well  diluted,  diminii>h  the  morbid  irrita- 
bilitv  of  tbe  turiace,  and  therefore  they 
■ugbt  in  tliifl  eaee  have  iieted  in  that  way ; 
the  treatment,  however,  was  pt  rfectly  suc- 
ceacfaL    The  lady  said  that  i>he  had  used 
eveij  thing,  but  in  vain ;  and  I  could  not 
feendl  vpon  her  to  try  the  reoMdy. 

In  consequence  of  making  this  known  in 
tbe  ciinicaJ  lecture,  it  is  said  by  Mr.  Poy- 
■er  that  one  of  tbe  sons  of  the  lady  affected 
with  the  disease  employed  the  chloride  of 
*««la.  Mr.  Poyser  «ays,  "  The  chloride  of 
■oda  has  been  of  great  use  to  this  gentle- 
remofiiig  at  onoe  tfie  aentibility  of 
tbe  nostrile  aad  eyes,  and  thus  allaying  the 
<>n*^inflr,  cougb,  and  inflamed  ami  watery 
slate  ot-ibe  eyes."  But  be  adds,  Mrs.  P. 
A.  hat  not  experienced  any  perceptiMead- 
laiif  ijjti  from  the  chloride."  Three  out  of 
fcwr,  bower er,  did.  When  persons  arc 
MAjcet  to  ipatmodic  asthma  also,  I  should 
reeooMMl  them  to  breathe  through  wa- 
ter impmrnated  with  the  chloride;  and  a 
laigu  Quantity  ought  then  to  be  employed 
ahOTt  toe  bed-roomB  than  wlien  they  Iwfe 
IMv  fercr  alone. 

llpuacuanha  a  enuu  of  Asthma.  —  Some 
yvaons  are  peculiarly  affected  by  other 
nfertuice«.  Man^pMMmeiiaffe a  peculiar 
M>!iMlity  of  iperacnanha ;  this  is  by 
no  means  uncommon,  if  ipecacuanha  be 
p&mdniug  in  a  chenrfet^  liottie,  eome  per- 
*oD«  will  be  seized  with  a  violent  parox- 
ytm  on  entering  it.  I  have  known  an  in- 
stance or  two  of  this  description.    1  beard 


a  physician  say,  that  there  was  a  cose  re- 
latM  on  wliich  he  eonld  depend— bet  1 

would  not  myself  vouch  for  its  accuracy — 
of  a  person  who  had  such  a  susceptibility 
of  ipecacuanha,  that  on  entering  a  room 
and  Deing  seised  with  astfuna,  he  declared 
that  that  there  was  ipecacnnnlm  about.  It 
was  at  first  denied,  but  at  last  some  one 
leeollected  tliat  there  was  a  box  of  ipeca- 
cuanha lozenges  in  a  table  drawer.  That 
was  going  very  far;  but  it  is  a  fuct,  that 
some  persons  are  seized  with  asthma  if 
ipecacvaaha  be  near  them. 

F/Tcr/J  produced  hy  the  tmell  of  different  ani- 
nia/s.— As  I  shall  not  have  another  opporto. 
nity  of  doing  it,  I  nay  mention  hne,  tiiat 
other  persons  are  peculiarly  susceptible  of 
various  things.    Some  are  affecte<l  by  the 
emanations  of  an  animal.    You  will  re- 
member that  8bakspeare  ailndee  to  some 
females  who  cannot  bear  a  sucking  pig  ; 
and  some  cannot  bear  a  cat;  some  are 
made  miserable  if  a  cat  be  near  them.  It 
does  not  prodnoe  aitlmw,  but  the  emana- 
tion fVom  a  cat  has  such  an  effect  upon 
them,  that  they  are  quite  wretched.  Mr. 
Poyser  states,  that  a  son  of  tlie  lady  who 
baa  hay  asthma  is  made  asthmatic  by  the 
smell  of  (ftiinca  pigs.    When  he  is  in  a 
room  where  they  are,  he  is  iuuucdiately 
aeised  with  diflcalty  of  Ineathing.   I  have 
a  note  from  a  i^ontleraan,  in  which  he  in- 
forms me  that  a  nobleman  with  whom  he 
is  acquainted,  is  affected  by  sneesing  aad 
asthmatic  affisetloni  by  eoming  in  contact 
with  a  hfire,  or  rnthor  the  fur  of  a  hare, 
and  remains  ill  for  several  days  afterwards. 
He  experiences  great  suffering  whether  the 
hare  be  dead  or  alive. 

Hay  Auhma  not  confined  to  the  upper 
ehue$.  —  I  have  another  letter  on  the 
subject  of  hay  asthma,  flrom  Brighton, 
but  I  will  nii!  \  r«  ad  a  portion  of  it. 
Dr.  King  says,  1  know  a  member  of  par* 
liament  who  hat  eome  to  Brighton  ererr 
summer  for  some  years,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  disease  at  home.  A  lady  also  comes 
from  Clapham  for  the  same  purpose,  and 
with  tiie  same  good  ellbct.  The  lady, 
however,  whom  I  saw  with  it,  told  me 
that  she  knew  a  cobbler's  wife  who  bad  it, 
and  that  several  persons  of  the  lower  or- 
ders, to  her  knowledge,  had  the  dieeasa.** 
Dr.  King,  in  his  letter,  goes  on  to  say, 

lAst  year  I  met,  at  Lcm  es,  a  farmer*e 
wif^  stmjeet  to  the  eame  eomplaint,  and 
obliged  every  hay  season  to  take  refuge  in 
a  town.  She  bears  up  against  it  as  long 
as  possible,  shuts  herself  close  up  in  her 
room,  till  a  seam  of  enffocntion  comes  on, 
as  in  common  asthma,  when  she  is  obliged 
to  throw  open  tbe  window,  by  which  she 
lets  in  a  IVeeh  dose  of  poison,  and  has  the 
same  routine  to  go  over  again,  till  she  is 
obligee!  to  fly.  As  soon  as  she  quits  the 
regions  of  hay,  she  experiences  immediate 
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relief.  1  dmcd  iaUriv  in  eamptaiy  with  a 
lady  who  went  into  eonvulstons  as  toon  as 
lier  iilalf  was^  ]>tit  hcfore  her,  ('<in1  inning 
fMime  peas  which  had  been  boiled  or  dressed 
with  mint  We  carried  her  out  of  the 
foom,  and  she  did  not  feel  quite  well  all 
the  evcninc:.  H.  r  djiuifliirr,  who  sat  next 
her,  was  nut  Kimiiarly  affected."  These 
are  cimumitances  worth  knowinff,  be. 
cause,  if  you  were  not  acquainted  with 
them,  you  iniirtit  as«  rib«>  cases  of  this  de 
scription  to  wium  and  laiu y.  It  would  be 
very  odd  if  thev  were  confined  to  the 
higher  ortlrrs  only  :  it  u  thnts:  exceed- 
ingly improbable.  The  Ikct  is,  the  lower 
oraen  consider  it  as  merely  a  common 
cold,  and  they  do  not  apply  for  medical 
a(!vi(*f,  being  unable  to  pay  for  it,  vtiIcss 
they  are  tolerably  ill.  Thev  do  not  think 
of  applying  to  a  pnblie  charity  because 
they  are  seized  witli  a  violent  sneezing; 
or  if  ihcy  do,  it  is  a  solitary  cn'-c,  and  is 
treated  wi  aitthma,  the  nature  uud  causes 
of  the  disease  not  betav  known. 

Curious  ca$e$  6jf  /  ^/"Tf-  T.  —  Laenncc 
has  uo  idea  of  it|  bnt  he  mentions  one  or 
twocniionBcirenmttaBeei.  He  savs  that 
thefollowing  faet  wasoommunicateatobim 
by  oncof  his colkairiit-;,  nsafl'ordinga  curi- 
ous instance  of  ncrvuuit  utlcction  in  n  man 
not  svbjcct  to  asthma.  **  A  man,  40  years 
of  at;e,  slightly  hypochondriacal,  but  other- 
wise in  f^foTKi  health,  wished  to  on 
horseback  to  pay  a  visit  some  leagues  dis- 
tant from  'hit  house.  As  soon  as  he  left 
the  to^vn  ^\  licre  he  rr<,ii!cd,  which  is  ^itti 
a  ted  in  an  extensive  plain,  he  felt  an  iiu- 
mediate  op])ressi(»n  on  tlic  chest,  from  the 
Iropreftjiion  of  tlu-  eountry  air.  He  took 
tto  notice  of  tliisat  first  ;  Init  tlu-  dy«:pnepa 
having  greatly  increased,  and  being  now 
attendea  by  a  sense  of  faintness,  he  de. 
terrain ed  to  return.  Ho  had  scarcely 
turned  his  horKe  when  he  found  himself 
better ;  and  in  a  few  minutes  he  recovered 
both  his  bnath  and  his  strength.  Not  sos- 
pcctingany  relation  between  this  momen- 
tary uneasiness  and  his  jcmmey,  he  once 
more  attempteil  to  adfanee,  oaa  was  again 
soon  attacked  with  the  dyspnosa  and  ftlat- 
ncss.  On  turning  toward?;  the  town  these 
pa^'d  olT.  After  having  made  repeated 
attempts  to  proceed,  and  always  with  ^e 
same  result,  In-  linally  returned,  and  in 
iust  as  good  health  as  when  he  set  out  I 
ha?e  lately  met  (continncs  I^u^nncc)  with 
a  case  very  analagous  to  the  one  jaet  re- 
lated,  only  that  in  this  the  s3rmptom<»  were 
mure  severe  and  the  cause  diflerent  Count 
H.,  a  man  of  robust  oonstitntion,  and, 
allhoutjh  now  82  yt-ars  <»f  a^e,  still  pos- 
sessed of  a  degre<'  oT  \  iu^our  unudual  even  at 
the  age  of  60,  hi^a  been  subject  from  his 
infancy  to  attacks  of  astlima,  and  is  habi- 
toally  somewhat  tbort-braalbed*  Sine* 


hiH  fiftieth  year  he  has  had  a  slight  cough, 
and  in  the*  momii^  a  pitnous  expectst^ 

tion,  intermixi'd  nmt'^ionally  ^th  %nmf 
yellow  sputa.  The  a&thmatic  attacks  have 
always  been  unfreouent  with  him,  bat 
thay  have  invariably  come  on  if  any  pev.^ 
BO!i  h;\s  inadvertently  shut  hi*;  hed  n »fVTT! 
door,  or  if  his  night-lamp  has  bv  any 
chance  gone  oat  As  toon  as  eitMr  «f 
these  airidents  occur,  he  immediately 
awakes  with  a  feeling  of  oppre^^sive  suflo- 
eation,  and  after  a  few  minutes  hebecomM 
insensible.  On  the  occasions  nlladed  ta^ 
tile  att-Jick  is  Kot  rid  of  hy  njirninc  the 
doors  and  windows,  lighting  the  candles, 
and  canying  the  patient  into  the  open  air.*' 
I  presume  it  is  the  smell  of  the  In^ 
which  cause*;  it.  inul  perhaps  the  rmana 
tions  from  his  own  bmly  — the  smell  of  liit 
own  ]»en«pimtlon  when  he  is  drat  np: 
that  possibly  i;;  the  case. 

Cfis^i  nt'  Aithma.^Yon  sec,  then'fxrr. 
that  III  niHuy  instances  of  asthma  there  w 
a  violent  external  exciting  cause;  at  least, 
un(|ue*itionablv  there  is  an  external  ex- 
citing canse,  bat  it  is  very  varioas  in  dif- 
ferent individnaia,  A  predlanoaing  cause 
in  many  penona  is  bronchitia,  an<l  in 
others  various  or^^anir  di-ea«cs  of  the 
diest.  In  Mime  persons,  without  any  ex 
temid  exeitement  at  sJl,  without  mtm- 
tiire  f»r  e(»ldnfss,  or  confiijenient  from  the 
air,  there  wil!  he  an  nslhinatie  paroxysm 
simply  fnmi  an  irritable  jsUite  <»f  th<p  ma- 
couH  membrane,  and  from  organie  diseaas 
itse  lf.  I  have  already  allnded  to  one  tu^-, 
where,  from  the  mechanical  pressure  of  a 
small  aneorism,  a  paroxysm  came  on  in- 
dependent of  all  external  circumstances. 

Trent intrir—Thv  tri'atnient  of  tltis  tUs. 
case  may  be  divided  into  two  parts:  one 
dnring  tie  lit,  and  the  other  in  the  wnj  «f 
prevent  in  IT  its  reenrrtine. 

Jhinii'^  the  I  ti.—  In  the  fit,  if  the  pntienf 
be  plethoric,  it  may  be  well  to  bleed  ^  but 
in  general  this  is  not  necessary.  One  of 
the  nest  fliiTiirsyoucaii  do  is  tn  give  the  pit 
tient  a  lull  dose  of  opium.  A  very  iarce 
auantity  is  frequently  borne,  on  aoeonnt  of 
Uie  excecdinglv  deranged  state  of  the  st^ 
tem.  Fortv,  fifty,  or  sixty  drops  of  lao^ 
num  are  frequently  not  more  than  snf. 
fieient  to  relieve  the  fit  I  once  haid  an 
extraordinary  rn  <  of  this  kind,  where 
such  a  dose  wa^^  given  without  any  effect. 
A  drachm  wax  then  given,  but  still  with- 
out any  effect,  ana  so  also  were  two 
drn«"bnis.  Seeit'tr  tbi*-  t"  he  the  east*,  the 
medical  gentleman  who  was  attending  the 
patient  grew  oat  of  patienoe,  and  ffiun 
half  an  onnee,  1)\  means  of  which  lit 
merely  got  rid  of  the  paroxysm.  \^'TirT! 
the  next  paroxvsm  came  on,  however,  thai 
dose  fkiled  entirely,  and  six  drachms  weia 
given,  which  pcoduced  toleiabla  reiki;  M 


.  d  by  Google 


MR.  mUAFHBLh  ON  TSE  STRUCTURB  OF  TBB  OS  INCUS,  ni 


BOC  enough:  and  at  last  many  dmcliint 
vpem  given  wr  «  dow,  with  no  mon  cflSset 

Ihaii  that  of  putting^  ft  stoji  to  the  pa- 
roxysm. Tb««e  are  states  of  the  system  in 
which  ordinary  doses  are  of  no  use ;  but, 
in  ffemawX,  from  fiirtT  to  sixty  drops  are 
b<'ni<"  v<-TT  wf-n,  and  are  sufficient.  Tt  is 
useful  to  combine  the  laudanum,  in  these 
cues»  witb  a  dow  of  ether ;  and  if  yon 
nix  them  up  with  ammoniu,  or  with 
musk,  or  assafcetido,  you  will  gentrally  a«l(l 
to  their  good  effect.  But  uplum  gencnill  v 
mewew  the  purpose.  Should,  however, 
the  patient  bt>  pk  ty^  ric,  and  have  chronic 
bronchitis  and  fulnt-sH  of  the  chest,  it 
would  be  very  wrong  to  give  a  large  dow  of 
this  dcMription,  lest  it  should  produce 
n]>t>pTfxy ;  and  it  ^v^)1lUl  he  ri|?ht  to  take 
away  a  certain  ijuaiitity  of  bluod.  Some 

Eatientt  are  idieved  by  cupping,  and  tome 
y  dry  cnpping. 
/If  ter  the  Pnrftrum. — When  tlie  paroxysm 
is  u%er,  it  would  be  UHcful  to  endeavour  to 
pffeveat  its  fetom  by  givint;  a  doie  of  one 
of  the  prt  ftnmtions  of  opium  together 
u  ith  ether,  but  in  a  smaller  quantity  than 
in  the  former  case.  Some  penonehave 
tohl  ine  that  they  liave  seen  very  great  rv. 
lief  fi  i  III  rantharidr's  in  t)i is  complaint  and 
in  hoopiug-cough,  bui  whether  tbey  really 
aie  beneficial  1  cannot  tell :  the  use,  how. 
ever,  of  opium,  i  thi  r,  musk,  and  assafoe- 
ti«la,  is  unijU(  j»tionable.  Some  have  found 
v  ery  gmit  relief  from  smoking  stramoni. 
um :  I  have  teen  many  persons  who  have 
dt-rivcd  benefit  from  smoking  the  leaves 
and  stalks  of  stramonium  chopped  up  to- 
gethw.  Some  ham  found  the  smoKe  of 
tobacco  serviceable,  but  far  fewer  than 
liate  found  h»>T)(  tit  from  stramonium. 

You  will  hnd  U  of  very  great  uhv  to 
nmke  patients  drink  strong  coffee,  without 
milk  and  sugar:  it  i.**  an  old  remedy,  but  a 
very  good  one.  There  ought  to  be  no 
g^rounds  in  it,  because  they  may  disturb 
the  stomadi;  and  ihai  organ,  in  this  com- 
jilainf,  is  gcneraHy  niuen  disjioscd  to  in- 
digestion, if  it  should  so  happen  that  a 
paroxysm  comes  on  from  a  hearty  meal,  a 
l^ood  emetic  either  of  roustanl  or  sulphate 
ofzine — Mmielhing'  which  will  not  nau- 
flieate  the  patient  long,  but  emptv  tiie  Hto. 
tmA  as  quickly  as  possible— wiU  he  found 
venr  st'r\  iecable. 

f  am  supposing  ail  along  that  the  pa- 
tient is  free  from  chronic  (nxinchitis^has 
simple  pure  asthma.  If,  however,  there 
be  any  chronic  bronchitis  present,  you  will 
find  squills,  du^talis,  colchicum,  and  ipe- 
cacnanha,  will  all  be  MefU ;  some  by  in. 
creasing  the  flow  of  urine,  and  others  by 
increasing  tlie  secretion  from  the  air  pas- 
siages.  Some  have  found  relief  from  opium 
mA  pniMic  add,  and  others  from  hyocy- 
■mna  and  ooninm ;  but,  I  think,  if  you 


want  an  immediate  effect,  there  is  nothing 
equal  to  opium  and  stramonium.  But 

lliere  is  no  rulo  for  tliese  tilings ;  some 
penions  are  relieved  by  one  article  and 
some  by  another.  It  is  right  to  consider 
this  as  a  spasmodic  disease  which  may  ba 
remov<Ml,  nud  if  it  can  it  should.  It  may 
arise  front  a  full  stomach,  and  then  an 
emetic  is  the  best  mnedy ;  it  may  arise 
from  grass,  and  then  the  chlorides  scat- 
t'  re<l  about  the  n>om,  I  eonceive,  wo  ihl  l)e 
the  best  thing ;  but  if  you  cannot  remove 
the  exciting  cause  immediately,  or  not  at 
all,  thi-n  you  will  find  tlmt  tfir  best  mods 
will  be  a  good  venesection  and  opium. 

Fnphvtaetka. — In  regard  to  the  preven. 
tion  of  the  disease,  beswes  giving  the  same 
tilings,  and  besides  removing  tue  pntiint 
from  the  exciting  cause  if  it  be  known, 
it  is  ef  great  use  to  pay  attntion  tn 
the  stomach  and  bowels.  Exery  Ix>dy 
kn»»ws,  that  if  the  abdomen  be  dis- 
tendid,  the  diaphragm  cannot  descend 
freely,  and  we  can  s<  areely  breathe ;  and 
a.sthmatie  jieople  sunVr  under  these  cir- . 
cumstances  to  a  very  great  degree.  Dr. 
Wilson  Philip  has  spoken  highly  of  galva. 
nism  in  this  ctnapiaint,  and  no  doubt  it 
(i(v<'s  g«KKl  ;  but  you  cannot  expcet  it  to  be 
uui  verbally  elUcacious,  when  you  consider 
that  it  is  often  united  with  organic  alfee- 
tions  and  chronic  bronchitis.  Wlu  n  r- 
sons  are  very  weak,  you  liud  that  tonics 
are  necissary,  particularly  ircm.  Dr.  Bree 
used  to  i-xhihii  the  carbonate  of  iron  par- 
tic  iilar!\  in  the  disease;  but  I  have  not 
found  it  useful,  except  at>  a  ionic.  In  re. 
card  to  the  inhalation  of  chlorine,  it  may 
he  had  recourse  to  in  every  form  of  astlmia. 
You  may  imjircgnate  water  with  it,  and 
make  the  patient  breathe  through  it,  and 
in  that  way  inhale  it  If  you  tiiink  pro- 
per, you  may  adopt  tli*  nme  means  with 
reijanl  to  j)ruN>ie  acid  and  couium.  Some 
liuvu  fuund  benefit  from  tar,  and  others 
from  tanners'  liquid,  put  in  one  comer  of 
tlie  rnnm.  A  notner  wav  of  giving  jpersons 
the  advantage  of  these  things  is  to  impreg- 
nate water  with  them,  and  make  patients 
breathe  throu^  it  three  or  four  times 
a  day. 


ON  THE  STRUCTURE  OF  THE 
OS  INCUS. 

By  Hensy  Jones  SiiaAPNELL, 

Surgeon  to  tlMltoyal  8<rath  Glcvetaler  RegtaMiil 

of  I.iK^t  Infantry  RlilHU.  Meinl>er  of  Ihe  Roval 
CoileKe  of  Surgeons,  and  Fellow  of  the  Geolw* 
lioilloclciyof  London. 

The  following  observations  on  thcstruc- 
ture  of  the  ns  incus  are  offered  with  the 
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view  of  decidlTig*  a  point  in  anatomy, 
upon  which,  at  present,  there  <-i])i)earsto 
be  a  considerable  degree  of  uoiibt — 
namely,  whether  the  os  lenticulnre  vol 
orbicularc,  the  smallest  of  the  os»ictiia 
ftudiUis,  is  entitled  to  be  considered  as  a 
separate  bone,  or  merely  as  a  process  of 
the  OS  inctis  ? 

The  most  geucrallj-  received  opinion 
apueurii  to  be  that  it  is  a  separate  ooue ; 
and  it  hss  hemi  accordingly  so  repre- 
sented, not  only  in  onr  best  plates,  but 
in  the  preparations  put  np  in  anatoniical 
musemns.  If  it  is  a  separate  boue,  it 
muj»t  have  two  aiiicular  surfaces— one 
connectini^  it  to  the  incus,  the  other 
with  the  stapes.  The  surface  by  which 
it  is  articulated  with  the  head  of  the  os 
stapes,  may  very  readily  be  perceived : 
it  forms  an  oval  conrex  ball,  the  long* 
axis  of  which  is  about  a  tliird  of  a  line 
in  lcni;-tli.  Minute  as  this  dinieii^^ioTi  is-, 
the  joint  jiresents  the  usual  shining  sur- 
face, and  has  edges  to  which  its  capsu- 
lar ligament  is  attached,  and  which  may 
be  seen,  both  to  the  processus lenticnlans 
and  the  corrcsponaing  concave  depres- 
sion in  the  beau  of  the  stapes ;  together 
fi>miing  an  enarthrudial  or  ball  and 
socket  articulation.  Now  it  may  readily 
be  conceived,  that,  to  an  eye  accustomed 
lo  the  inspection  of  minutr  oliifff^.  and 
assisted  by  a  good  magiiiiVing  power, 
an  articular  surface  would  be  as  appa- 
rent on  the  side  next  to  the  incus  as  it  is 
on  the  part  next  to  the  stap«s. 

Clo4]uet  haK  described  the  os  lenticu- 
larc  as  having  two  convex  articular  sur- 
faces. In  order  to  expose  these  surfaces, 
so  as  to  obtain  a  perfect  view  of  them, 
I  subjected  four  temporal  l)ones  to  a  full 
process  of  nmceniUon,  tliat  all  liga* 
mentous  connexions  might  be  destroyed, 
and  the  bones  sejiarated  without  vio- 
lence. But  in  each  of  these  instances, 
and  in  n»nn»'r<Mi«  tfii>y»or;il  bone^  of  va- 
rious animaLs.  no  separation  of  the  lenti- 
culare  from  the  incus  could  be  effected 
by  maceration.  The  same  circumstance 
may  he  observed  in  those  ossa  incudes 
wbicb  may  oeeasionally  be  obtained 
froui  temporal  bones  that  have  l»een 
loitg  buried,  and  in  which  a  more  com- 
plete process  of  decomposition  has  taken 
place  than  can  usually  be  obtained  by 
maceration.  The  appearance  of  the  con- 
nexion of  the  reputed  os  Icnticulare  to 
the  incus,  is  that  of  a  dist-nct  neck  or 
process  or  hone,  which  is  giren  off  at  a 


tt|(ht  angle  from  the  inner  tide,  but  not 
quite  from  the  eztremitj  of  the  hmg 

cms  of  the  incus.  This  process  thus 
spreads  out  into  rtn  oval  plate,  which 
forms  the  ai  ticulation  with  the  bead  of 
the  stapes. 

The  oval  plate  has  an  oblique  direction 
across  the  ems  of  the  incus,  the  anterior 
hciny:  btuer  than  tlje  posterior  part; 
and  iu  like  uiauner  the  process,  or  neck 
of  bone  supporting  it,  arises  in  a  ■lant> 
ing  direction,  and  is  thicker  and  stronger 
at  its  posterior  iJian  at  its  antencff 
portion.  1  his  neck  of  attachment  ajp> 
pean  also  to  be  somewhat  conrez  infe- 
riorly,  and  ooncaTC  superiorly;  hence 
there  is  a  larger  space  between  the  oval 
])litr  and  the  crus  of  the  incus,  above 
{iiud  particularly  at  the  anterior  part) 
than  oelow,  or  on  the  inferior  sine  of 
the  process  of  attachment:  from  which 
conformation  the  tivrV  of  the  process 
has  a  twisted  appearance. 

i  t  hoji  been  suggested  tiiat  the  osseous 
union  between  die  lentieulare  and  the 
incus  might  be  occasioned  by  a  process 
of  disease,  causing  an  anchylosis  of  the 
joint.  This,  however,  is  scarccU'  pos- 
sible, ns  it  occurs  so  constantly,  and  in 
Tery  you)ig  animals,  without  the  slight- 
est evidence  of  any  disease  having  ex- 
isted. Indeed,  a  process  of  inflamma- 
tion capable  ot  producing  the  bony  union 
of  any  natural  joint,  existing  between 
the  OS  lenticulare  and  the  incus,  woidd 
in  all  probability,  in  some  instances  at 
least,  prmluce  a  similar  effect  between 
this  bone  and  the  head  of  the  stapes. 
An  anchylosb.  it  may  also  be  oboerred, 
is  a  result  of  long-continued  disease 
within  a  joint,  and  seldom,  if  ever, 
occurs  free  from  some  irri>gularity  pro- 
duced iu  the  natural  uariete«>  of  the 
joint  itself ;  and  by  wnicfa  a  diaeiacd 
state  may  readily  be  detected. 

Theeonstnnt  oreMrrence,  therefor^,  of 
thisossitic  union  in  >  ery  young  animals, 
free  from  all  diseased  appearaiii*es, 
places  the  possibility  of  an  anchyloak 
entirely  out  of  the  question. 

Tt  follnws,  in  con<»  qiietier,  that  the  on 
lenticulare  is  to  be  struck  out  of  the  list 
of  the  bones,  and  should  be  considered 
merely  as  a  process — namely,  the  pro- 
cessus lentieularis  of  tbe  os  incus.  The 
OS  stapes,  and  not  the  os  lenticulare,  is 
the  smallest  bone  iu  tbe  body.  Th« 
number  of  the  ossicula  auditos  is  Umc^ 
not  four,  lo  each  ear ;  and  the  total  nun* 
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ber  of  ImmaiiboiiM  ii  two  bundled  and 
fcrt^-oevon*. 


Magnijud  yUw*  of  the  eiiremity  of  th$  long 
Onucf  tktOtJmemu 


1.  Inner  sidr  of  the  long  cms  of  the  os 
incus,  with  the  prucessus  Tenticularis. 

2l  The  articultf  foiftce  of  the  piocei- 
sus  lenticular  in. 

3.  Anterior  view. 

4.  Posterior  Tiefr. 

A.  The  process  broken  ol^  thewing  the 
form  of  the  neck  of  booo  sopportiiig  tlie 
lenticular  plate. 

<!.  The  lentieohur  portion,  numed  the  oe 
lenlicnlarc. 

7.  Frectured  suxilMes. 


MEMOm  ON  (BSOPHAOOTOMTf. 
Br  M.  L.  J.  Bboin, 

Swgton -major  to  the  Military  H>>s;  Hal  of  In* 
■trucUoD  at  the  Val-de-tir^ce. 

Among  the  various  mechanical  lesions 
of  onr  or^ns,  there  are  few  more  severe, 
or  more  difficult  to  manage,  or  which 
maj  place  the  surg-eon  in  a  more  em- 
barrassing and  paiuiul  situatioUi  than 

•  The  total  niimtier  of  human  bonc«  has  been 
▼arioaaly  coropaied  by  diffcreot  «natomitt« : 
•MM  hBVtMtlMloded  the  teetb.  Of  the  bontS  «f 
tiM  eart  othen  comidcr  Ui«  os  cocsyI**  m  • 
ulnifle  bone,  snd  otbcn.  Bfata.  have  not  adiBRtcd 
o«»a  "t-'arnoiih  a .  In  the  above  computation,  the 
tee'ti  have  hven  included,  the  on  coccygis  hat 
been  reckoned  uh  three  pieces  (for  although  it 
Tariea  from  two  to  6ve,  three  appear*  to  be  its 
noat  conataal  BMabcr),  aod  foar  oaaa  aeaaoiot- 
4m  lwv«  bMB  eoaatsd  to  tk«  hasds  at  mUaa  to 
tbefkft. 

t  AbHdged  ft«B  Ibf  lesmal  Volt*  tt  Babdo- 

BiatUlxe. 


the  |iretenoe  of  tiumga  bodies  fixed  in 

the  ])har\'nx  and  «i*soT)hncr"^-  Tlic 
anxiety,  the  suHering*,  trie  alarm  of  the 
patient ;  Uie  uncertainty  which  often  at- 
tends the  exnloration  of  the  particular 
parts  aflecteu  ;  and  then  the  necessity  of 
acting-  « ith  tlie  utmost  pnjniptitude,  in 
order  to  at  oid  the  rapidly  fatal  conse- 
quences which  may  ensue, — all  these 
circumstances  render  the  result  hij^^hly 
hazardous,  even  in  the  hands  of  the  dex* 
ten)us  practitioner. 

When  a  fyreis^n  hotly  has  become 
fixed  in  a  part  oithe  oesophagus  or  ])ha- 
rvnx,  where  it  may  be  felt  either  with 
tli<'  finirers  or  l»v  tbi*  aid  of  instniments, 
and  that  it  can  be  seized  there,  and 
drawn  up  with  forceps,  or  pushed  down 
with  the  probanip,  the  indication  u  clear, 
and  siir<,''«'ry  presents  a  great  number  of 
expcdient.s  and  clev  er  methods  of  which 
we  tnay  avail  ourselves.  But  when  the 
body  resists  all  our  attempts  to  remoTo 
it,  and  remains  obstinately  fixed,  the 
case  is  very  differcnf,  and  calls  for  tho 
apnlication  of  extraordinary  means. 

Precepts  of  a  contradictory  kind, 
touching  those  means,  have  oeen  of- 
fered hy  men  of  eminence.  When  the 
foreign  h(Kly  is  fixed  in  the  cervical 
region  of  the  ns<»phagus,  and  is  per- 
ceived projecting,  and  protruding  the 
integuments  of  the  neck,  it  b  generally 
recommended  to  cut  down  on  it.  The 
operation  is  simple  and  easilv  jiractised 
under  such  circumstances.  In  the  Me- 
moirs of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Surgery, 
a  case  is  related  by  Hoiide  of  a  woman 
who  lell  upon  a  spindle  which  she  held 
in  her  hand ;  its  Ifuig-  extremity  pene- 
trated the  pharyux,  and  broke  there. 
The  patient  toflered  much,  respired  widi 
difficulty,  and  could  only  express  her- 
self bv  signs.  An  attentive  examina- 
tion ol'the  throat  was  made,  but  nothing 
coidd  be  discovered,  when  at  leugto 
Honde  detected  beneath  the  skin,  near 
the  transverse  apophysis  of  the  fifth  cer- 
vical vertebra,  a  pnyection  form«  (l  by 
the  extremity  of  the  s])indle ;  this  he 
exposed,  seized,  and  drew  out,  without 
any  diflicultr.  The  core  was  moat  com- 
plete. Neeoles,  pins,  fish-bones,  and 
sharp  fragments  of  bone  of  various 
kincfs,  have  also  made  their  w  ay  through 
the  cesophagus,  and  being  detected  lu 
the  skin,  bare  been  extracted  by  simple 
incision. 

It  is  otherwise,  however,  with  forei^ 
bodies  >shich  are  round  or  (»btuse,  dis- 
tending the  walls  of  the  pa&^age  so  as 
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to  be  felt  from  without  bj  the  fing«n, — 

thougfh  this  latter  peculiaritv  is  rare. 
A  ca»c  of  the  kind  is  recoraed  in  the 
work  above  quoted.  In  the  ^'ear  1738, 
OouiMiild  was  oalled  upon  to  relieve  a 
man  who  had  swallowed  a  bone  about 
an  inch  in  IrTiirth,  and  six  lines  in 
breadth,  nud  which  could  neither  be 
drawn  up,  nor  pushed  down  into  tlie 
stomach ;  he  accordinjOfly  determined  to 
make  an  iTicision  on  the  nlarc  wliere  the 
l>(»iie  was,  and  he  succeeat?d  perfectly  in 
w  ithdrawing'  iU  With  the  help  of  a 
nmple  bandage  the  cure  wan  fully  ef- 
fected. A  similar  opeiation  was  per 
formed  hv  KiOand,  sufgeon-iD^ior  of 
Maillj's  re^imetif. 

But  notwitlistaudins^  those  and  such 
like  eases,  it  seems  to  liaTe  been  unani- 
mously  agreed  upon  hy  more  recent 
anthoritic*,  that  w'hon  a  forciLrn  liody  is 
fixed  in  the  cesophagut^,  without  makinc' 
anj  projection  tnat  can  be  felt  through 
the  tissues,  we  should  temporize  and 
simply  meet  the  symptoms  which  are 
most  prossin£»*,  caiisincf  the  pati<"'n(  to 
observe  a  severe  regimen,  nouhshiiig 
him  by  the  asristance  of  lavemento,  and, 
in  sbortf  waidng*  |»atiently  for  the  ef. 
forts  of  nature  to  distnrl)  and  rf  inf»ve 
the  foroirfn  Inxly.  Such  is  the  iloctrino 
prufei^sed  bv  the  Desaults,  the  Boyers, 
die  De^peenes,  and  some  of  the  latest 
writeia  on  operative  medicine ;  and  ex- 
amples of  tne  fortnnatc  results  derivtMl 
from  tsuch  a  method  of  iroatmcnt,  aro  to 
be  found  in  various  journal,  und  parti- 
cnlariy  among  Uie  memoin  of  rarious 
sorieties. 

In  the  great  majority,  of  cases  it 
seems  generally  admitted  that  foreign 
bodies  become  fixed  about  the  com- 
menoement  of  the  cesophagiis,  or  at  most 
not  deeper  than  the  superior  bonier  of 
the  stcmiint  When  a  siibstanoe  passes 
the  latter  limit,  it  almost  always  de- 
aeencb  lower,  by  reason  of  the  ffradual 
contractions  of  the  gullet,  the  dilatation 
of  wliiih  is  hcsides  neither  prevented  by 
the  bulk  of  the  traclica,  nor  hy  the  os- 
seous ring  at  the  summit  of  the  chest. 
That  part  of  the  msophagus  wbicb  is 
embraced  by  the  diaphragm  may  possi- 
bly form  another  strait,  which  certain 
IkhIm's  cannot  pas**,  and  aho\e  which 
they  may  liccome  lodged  for  a  greater 
or  less  space  of  time.  In  many  easesan 
inward  sense  of  pain  will  point  out  the 
track  of  the  hody  alon^r  the  dorsal  co- 
lumn ;  this  pain  is  a<r^ravated  at  the 
momeui  of  parsing  ih«  cardia,  after 


wbidi  a  distinct  feeling  of  telief  an* 

nounees  thnt  the  danjn;'er  is  over,  and 
that  the  substance  has  entered  the  sto- 
mach. 

But  it  is  by  no  means  difficult  to 

shew  that,  in  the  gn;ater  number  of 
cases,  wherein,  as  I  have  said,  the  fo- 
reign body  has  become  fixed  at  the 
upper  part  of  die  oesophagus,  the  efforts 
or  nature,  so  far  irom  nmeving  the  pa- 
tient, are  in  general  but  Xi>o  often  at- 
tended witli  fatal  consequences.  Vt  ]\x 
Plater  repoi-ts  the  case  of  a  child  who 
had  swallowed  some  ish  bones,  whicii 
became  imbedded  in  the  walls  of  the 
oesophagus,  whence  tliere  rcsnlf^d  sufdi 
violent  inflammation  that  death  with 
suffocation  ensued.  FabriciusUildaiius 
relates  the  case  of  a  youoff  man  who 
died  on  the  ninth  day  afkernRnnff  faada 
small  lione  impacted  in  the  nesopiiagus- 
Dealh  resulted  in  this  case  panuy  from 
the  inflammation  pro  luced  by  the  pre- 
sence of  the  foreign  body,  and  partly 
from  the  vain  but  reiterated  attempts 
that  ha<l  In  cn  made  to  remove  it. 

The  following  case,  recorded  by 
Guattani,  will  further  illustrate  the 
point  in  question.  A  man  about  40 
years  of  age  tlirew  up  into  the  air  a 
roasted  chesnut,  and  as  he  held  his 
mouth  open  to  catch  it,  it  mtered  and 
became  fixed  in  the  crso])hn^is.  He 
was  sent  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours  to 
the  Hospital  of  the  TI(dy  Ghost,  at 
Konie,  m  which  Guattani  practised. 
Upon  examining  and  questioning'  the 
man,  a  doubt  was  raised  as  to  the  real 
state  of  the  case,  partly  because  the  man 
was  drunk,  and  parlTv  luM-ause  he  felt 
no  didtculty  in  breatliing,  spoke  easily, 
and  had  cv  en  vomited ;  besides,  no  tu- 
mor was  felt  outwardly ;  yet,  an  be 
evinced  a  sensation  of  pain  upon  com* 
Ttiv^sing  the  larynx,  especially  on  the 
Icii  hide,  it  was  suspected  that  the  ches- 
nut might  possibly  be  fixed  in  the 
passage.  The  usual  remedies  in  such 
cases  were  trird  ;  hut  much  difficulty 
was  experieT^ff  d  in  !i)rtkini»"  use  of  the 
bougie  and  other  similar  instrumeuts, 
chteflY  because  the  lower  jaw  was  af> 
fected  with  spasm.  The  countcnanee 
of  the  patient  was  lireatly  "^wfdlen  ;  the 
tongue  was  luudcrattdy  niui.sl;  the 
pulse  fref|uent.  He  complained  of  a 
miming  heat  inwardly,  and  appeared 
to  be  somewhat  delirious.  Aa  he  could 
not  swallow  food,  several  noimshinsr 
lavements  were  given  him;  there  was  no- 
thing hut  iced  water  with  which  he  coul«i 
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rnanag'e  toslake  Ins  thirst.  On  thc^^ixth 
day,  ndtwithstatidmgthc  Irtqiitnt  bleo<l- 
iugs  which  had  been  practi<^d  on  him, 
be  hmd  a  eoiwidenible  fiiemonliagie  from 
the  nofle.  On  the  eighth  the  reapintion 
was  impaired,  and  there  was  debility 
and  coug-h.  On  the  tenth  he  was 
greatly  sunk  j  yet  in  tliis  wretched  con- 
ditimi  he  rarrived  till  the  nineteenth 
daj,  when  he  periitbed,  ap]>arently  from 

fmre  exhaustion.  T!m'  chcsimt  was 
ouud  entire  upon  openings  the  larynx 
after  death ;  its  convexity  was  turned 
forw  ard,  and  its  pointed  end  was  fixed 
in  the  wall  of  llie  left  side  of  (In 
passage.  Tlie  (I'soiihagcus  itself  was 
OTeatn^  contracted  both  above  and  be- 
Kvw  the  ibrngn  body.  The  walls  of 
the  a^pha^os  and  thoBe  of  die  trachea 
had  contracted  stmng"  adhesions;  thev 
were  sphacelated  at  the  place  tljat  had 
been  pressed  upon,  uud  a  siuall  hole, 
abont  the  size  or  a  pea,  had  been  made 
through  the  mortified  part,  opening  a 
commnnication  betw»  »  Ti  the  two  nrg-ans. 

Here  was  a  body  moderately  vohniii- 
nons,  rounded,  yielding,  allowing  the 
patient  to  breathe,  to  speak,  even  to 
swallow  water  and  soup — presenting,  in 
short,  as  it  would  seem,  the  most  fa- 
Tourahle  conditions  for  removal ;  yet 
then  it  remained  where  it  first  became 
fixed,  until  it  produced  the  consequences 
w  hich  we  have  seen.  So  much  for  the 
result  of  waiting-  upon  nature! 

But  it  in  not  merely  accidents 
which  determine  inflammation  that 
may  put  the  life  of  the  patient  in  jeo. 
pardv,  and  ultimatelv  cause  his  death  : 
the  t(dlo«ing  case  wdl  shew  a  lurther 
variety  iu  the  circumstances.  A  soldier, 
while  eating  bis  soup,  swallowed  a 
fiiece  of  bone,  which  stuck  in  the  ceso. 
pbagus.  Attempts  to  push  it  on  to- 
wards the  stomach  were  made,  and 
seemed  to  he  successful.  Soft  and  liuuid 
food  eould  now  be  taken  without  diffi> 
culty,  and  a  probang,  upon  being  in- 
trocTuced,  readily  reachen  the  stnirtiu  h. 
The  patient  seemed  to  lal)our  under  no 
further  inconvenience.  Uc  left  the  hos- 
pUal,  but  in  the  course  of  a  month  he 
returned  again,  complaining  of  a  sharp 
pain  in  the  left  side  of  his  neck.  By 
the  employment  of  an tiph logistics  his 
ailment  was  removed,  and  he  left  the 
hospital  once  more.  The  pain,  however, 
which  never  entirely  left  him,  except 
for  short  int*Tvals,  became  again  severe  ; 
the  patient  rcuimed  for  the  third  time  to 
the  nospital— not,  indeed,  for  the  par> 


ttcular  accident  in  que<;tifiTi,  but  for  a 
c-onorrhflpa  which  he  had  contracted. 
Every  thing  seemed  to  be  going  on  well, 
when  he  suddenly  threw  up  large  quan* 
tities  of  blood,  nerfaaps  to  the  amount 
of  seven  pounds.  The  heeniorrhair*^' 
presently  ceased,  hut  the  next  day 
It  returned,  and  proved  faul.  On  ex- 
amining  the  body,  there  were  found  in 
the  (Esophagus,  about  its  upper  third 
jiart,  two  parallel  ulceration^:  thnt  on 
the  right  side  nine  lines  iu  breadth,  and 
Aat  on  the  left  twelve.  Opposite  the 
latter  there  was  an  adhesion  between 
flit  cesopha^us  and  the  corresponding 
part  of  tlie  carotid.  In  this  vessel, 
moreover,  erosion  bad  produced  a  small 
opening,  about  a  line  in  diameter, 
which  nroved  to  be  the  source  of  the 
heemoiTnage. 

I  niiu^ht  cite  several  other  ca.*;es  simi- 
lar to  the  preceding ;  I  shall,  however, 
confine  myself  to  one,  which  has  been 
comnuiiiicated  to  me  by  M.  Bemaat,  of 
tlie  Toulon  hospital.  A  vnuno-  soldier 
thought  he  felt,  while  eating  soup,  lliat 
he  had  swallowed  a  sharp  bone,  or  a 
pin;  consequent  to  which  be  exneri. 
enced  a  pungent,  lancinating,  and  oc- 
rasionnlly  insupportable  pnin.  On  en- 
tering the  liosjutal  he  wa.s  treated  with 
antiphlogistics,  but  without  success: 
the  pain  increased,  and  kept  the  unlor- 
tunate  patient  in  restless  misery.  Nau- 
sea at  len«i'th  supervened,  and  he  threw 
up  some  ounces  ol'  bWd.  Eventually 
he  was  seized  with  convulsions,  and 
died  on  the  eighth  day.  On  opening 
the  body,  a  large  quantity  of  blood  was 
found  ui  the  chest,  especially  on  the 
right  side.  The  heart  and  aorta  were 
sound,  but  on  turning  aside  tbe  pul- 
monary artery  there  was  found  in  front 
of  the  cpsop]ia'_fi!s  a  flatted,  sharp  point- 
ed bone,  indented  on  one  of  its  edges, 
and  resembling  one  of  the  hones  of  the 
nose.  Thb  had  produced  an  opening 
in  the  cesophagus,  and  a  corresponding, 
though  very  minute  one,  in  the  pulnio- 
nary  artery,  at  the  spot  where  tbis  ves- 
sel divides  in  order  to  be  distributed  to 
the  lungs.  The  point  of  the  bone  was 
stiU  seen  in  actual  contact  with  the 
lesion. 

Thus,  then,  we  find  tliat  bodies  may 
become  fixed  in  tlie  oesophagus,  and 
though  thev  may  not  very  sensibly  af. 
feet  either  tlie  deglutition,  the  respira- 
tion, or  tin-  voie*',  may  yet  produce  fatal 
injury  of  the  carotid,  aorta,  or  the  pul- 
monary artery.    Sometimes,  too,  the 


176 


Jl.  BEGIN  ON  OSSOPUAGOTOMY 


binder  pjirt  of  the  trachea  ma  v  be  per- 
fomted,  Mid  death  ensue  in  consequence 
of  die  ttimaturul  commuDication  thus 
opened :  and  Baron  Larrrv  tells  us  of  a 
man  who  died  from  the  eHecU  of  a  five- 
frauc  piece  which  was  detained  in  the 
lower  pui  of  the  oesophag^us. 

From  what  has  been  said,  it  may  be 
perceived  that  fatil  consequeTucs  may 
eiisue  even  when  the  symptoms  of  the 
presence  of  a  foreign  bodj  in  the  oeso- 
phagus majr  be  rery  evanescent. 

Now  my  impress!  a]  is,  that  in  such 
cases  we  should  operate,  mrinqre  the 
precepts  of  distinguished  authuritieH  to 
the  contrary.  An  oneration  will  add 
hardlj  any  thin^  to  ue  tercrily  of  Uie 
cn%c ;  and  w  hile  it  hy  no  means  puts  life 
in  additional  dauj^er,  it  may  be  the  only 
means  of  saWng  those  who,  lelit  to  the 
unaided  efforts  of  nature,  would  be  sore 

to  die. 

Most  of  those  who  harp  proposed  to 
operate  on  the  cesophag^s — such  as 
uuattani,  Chopart  and  Desault.  and 
Vacca— have  been  more  theoretioutiban 

firactical.  None  of  them  seem  to  have 
inrl  a  proper  idea  of  OBSophag-otojuy,  as 
it  ought  to  be  performed  on  the  living 
bodr. 

When  the  tubstanrc  in  the  opsopha- 
gus  makes  no  pnyection  in  the  cervical 
refij'ion,  the  surgeon  will  have  no  other 
guide  in  operatiiiK  than  his  anatomical 
Knowledge;  and  ifue  cannot  trust  to  thia, 
better  he  abandon  the  task  altogether. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  point  out  a 
mode  of  operation  which  I  conceive  to 
be  more  simple,  ensy,  and  sure,  than  any 
Other  hitherto  employed.  Hut  perhaps  it 
may  be  belter  previously  to  relate  the 
(  s  in  which  1  bad  occasion  to  put  it 
lu  practice. 

Case  I. — Piece  of  hone  Jhred  in  the 
Oesophagus — Variotis  nttemptt  tO  re- 
move it  —  Operation — Cure. 

B.,  a  soldier  of  the  first  regiment  of 
the  line,  while  eating  soup,  doubtless 
with  over  haste,  on  the  4th  January, 
183*2,  swallowed  a  fragment  of  a  beef 
bone,  which  presently  oecame  fixed  in 
his  uisophagus.  Restless  ami  anxious, 
be  presented  himself  immediately-  to  the 
Bttigeon-mi^or  of  his  regiment,  who 
mwAr  sonic  attempts  to  extract  the  ])one, 
liul  without  succe**.  Next  day  he  went 
to  the  ho!»pital  Maison>blancoe,  where 
fieeh  but  equally  fruitloe  attempts  were 
made.  On  the  7th  he  was  taken  into 
one  of  the  clinical  wards  of  the  Val-de* 


Ciracc,  where,  by  the  first  tiials,  a 
chenge  in  the  position  of  the  boa^ 
fragment  was  effected,  and  the  patient 

wn"?  ^njiuMvhat  r»'H(>ve(^  ;  hut  the  ame- 
lioration was  sliffht  and  transitory.  On 
the  following  oay  I  saw  the  man  for 
the  first  time ;  he  was  34  years  of  age, 
of  a  good  constitution,  and  in  his 
rale^  niihl,  patient,  resigned.  The  ac- 
count he  gives  ol  his  bcnsatioiis  ih  clear. 
The  impMiment  which  he  feels  in  de- 
glutitioii.  a  t  id  wbieh  is  constant,  b  ac- 
companied hy  tension  of  the  neck, 
embarrassment  in  his  breathivi'j'.  and 
sometimes  with  dang-cr  of  &ntiocaiioti. 
The  cervical  region  u  largely  swollen, 
particularly  on  Uie  left  side.  The  mouth 
can  only  be  opened  imperfectly,  Avhich 
renders  all  our  manrpuvies  of  e?rplf»ra- 
tion  laborious  aiui  painful.  The  patient 
cannot  throw  back  hb  head,  so  that  in 
attempting  to  penetrate  the  oBsophagni 
our  instruments  are  bent  and  drivif-n 
against  the  upper  incisor  teeth,  wbiht 
these  latter  are  scarcely  separated  from 
the  lower  incisors  enough  to  admit  the 
fcirefin^er  hctween  thcni.  Yet  by  the 
aid  of  a  ^uni  elastic  sound,  at  the  depth 
of  seven  or  eight  inches  there  is  felt  a 
foreign  body,  nard  and  bulky,  impacted 
in  its  place,  and  tliat  place  apparently 
bek)w  the  cricoitl  cartilag-e,  and  alxuit 
the  upper  portion  of  the  trachea.  Th»' 
large  curved  oesopbsgus  forceps  caniiui 
reach  it,  or  if  they  can,  cannot  grasp  it 
with  any  force.  On  introducing  the 
prnh:nM_f  t>r  Willis,  the  Vunly  is  readily 
touched  ;  but  it  i^  found  to  be  too  fimilv 
fixed,  and  gives  excessive  pain  to  the 
patient,  when  an  attempt  is  made  to  pusb 
It  down  to  the  stomach.  All  this  time 
the  respiration  is  greatly  disturbed, 
an  abundant  secretion  ol  saliva  and 
mucus  i>  ;:  iven  out,  and  we  are  obligtni 
to  refrain  from  further  triab. 

Twenty  leeches  were  applied  to  dm 
neck;  low  diet;  tisane  of  gum  potion 
Deglutition  difficult;  an  oil  draught 
coiud  not  be  taken.  ^  Twenty  leeches 
more,  same  evening,  in  order  to  reliere 
a  painful  local  excitement.  That  nigbt 
the  pati'  iithad  the  house-surgeon calT'Hl 
up,  and  assured  him  that  the  bone  had 
ascended;  but  thb  upon  ezaminatMO 
proved  to  be  wholly  imaginary. 

Thi"  jKiti'  Tit  was  hi  tter  next  morninjr; 
the  swelling'  diminished;  respiration 
decidedly  easier ;  but  the  voice  is  pecu- 
liarly modified,  no  doubt  by  the  pres* 
sure  of  tlie  foreign  body  on  the  traebea. 
The  head,  however,  cannot  yet  bs 
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thiDWii  btdc,  nor  die  monlii  waSMmQy  the  rig^bt,  mnd  partly  hy  the  displaee* 

o|ieiiied.   It  u  detenniued  to  irritate  the  nieiit  of  the  vessels  to  tbe  left,   Od  tbe 

jMUts  no  longer  for  the  present,  }>\  the  whole,  we  had  rcafton  to  presume,  that, 

introduction  of  instruments.    Aiuiphio.  on  a  division  of  the  soft  su]>erticiai  parts, 

(^fistic  treatment  continued,  with  a  view  the  finder  introducetl  into  the  wound 

to  reduce  the  swelling*  still  further,  and  would  obtain  ample  indication  of  the 
if  pcissihie  to  facilitate  the  loosening-  of  exact  place  of  the  foreign  bodj.    I  ac< 

the  forei<rn  bod^,  previous  to  fresh  at-  cordii)<>-Iy  proceeded  to  operate  aa  foi* 

tempts  at  its  removal.    But  all  this  ap-  lows : — 

peered  illtisory,  when  iu  the  evening-  0(perelt4m.^The  patient  was  left  iu 

the  swelling-  hegan  again  to  increase,  bed,  his  head  resting  on  pillows,  and 

and  the  tonsils  anpTiieiitccI  in  bulk  to  kept  steady  by  an  assistant  ;  liis  face 
siieli  a  (leoree  ns  to  leave  only  a  uar-  ^^as  slig-litly  turned  to  the  ri^ht,  and 
row  jmssaj^e  i'or  tbe  almosphicric  air.  the  ueck  ^eutlv  extended.    A  good  light 
RestJessnesa,  yet  some  sleep  at  last  was  procurea  hj  removing-  the  Sed 
The  mouth  opened  somewhat  better  eoiuniodiuuslj  to  one  of  the  \viii(Iows» 
on  the  following-  dny,  aud  there  Avas  An  iiicisinii  ^^      T!r>vv  made  tlir.  u<»-lj  the 
cvcr^V  appearance  of  suppuration  haviuff  iuleffumeiit*,  parallel  to  the  trachea, 
set  in.    An  emetic  whh  administered,  and  extending  from  ncarljr  the  IcA 
whidi  enabled  the  patient  to  threw  up  sterao-elavicolar  articulation  to  be/oml 
some  bilious,  mucous,  and  pttriTorm  the  superior  margin  of  tlie  thjnmd  car- 
matter.  tilajre,  along  the  furrow  that  sejyarates 
The  four  ur  live  following  days  passed  the  sterno-cieido-niastoid  luusclc  from 
orer  without  any  marked  change  in  the  the  trachea.    The  <>mu-hyuid  uiu.>k:lc 
sjmtptoms.    On  the  I6th  the  patient  was  then  divided.  All  this  time  an  as- 
wax  submitted  to  a  careful  and  special  sistant  M  as  gently  drawing  tbe  trachea 
examination.    The  odour  of  suppuration  to  the  riolit,  wliilethe  operator,  with  the 
was  strong  from  the  mouth,  aud  sk»  if  hngc-rt»  of  iiu>  left  hand,  was  guarding 
gaiigrenc  were  approaching.    Twelve  the  primitive  carotid,  the  internal  ju- 
oays  had  now  clupsed  >vithout  any  )?nlar,  and  the  nervous  trunks  of  the 
thtng  ha\iiig  been  gained  by  waiting  great  sympathetic  and  pneumogastrie. 
on  nature,  aud  without  any  prospect  o(  A  branch  of  the  superior  thyroid  artery 
amelioration  iu  case  the  same  .course  was  divided,  and  mimediatcly  secured 
should  be  continued.    No  doubt  by  with  a  li^ture.   In  about  a  moment 
watting  huigcr  the  body  might  make  its  after,  a  httfe  drop  of  pus  was  seen  on 
way  out,  but  it  might  te  at  the  expense  the  bistoury,  and  its  source  was  presently 
of  an  ero^iiiu  either  of  the  air  passa<,'"«'s,  discovered,    it  was  the  (rsoj»na;j:  iis  it- 
or  of  :»uiJic  great  vessel,  sucii  as  the  self  which  was  opeued,  and  from  H  henee 
norta^  the  carotid,  or  the  pulmonsry  ar-  there  issued  a  great  quaotity  of  ill^. 
tcrv,  and  the  patient  thus  suddenly  pc-  loured  pus,  intermingled  with  flocculi 
r?-n.     Q-^Miphagotomy,  then,  was  the  of  cellular  stihstance.    An  attein])t  was 
ouJ\'  resource;  and  this  after  mueh  deli-  noxv  )uade  to  find  the  foreign  body,  but 
bcraliou  was  deemed  most  advisable,  the  Hnger  eould  not  reach  it,  and  the 
The  patient  was  still  in  a  condition  not  opening  had  to  be  enlarge<l.   The  trunk 
to  be  des]  .aired  of;  aud  the  place  of  the  of  an  artery,  most  probably  the  superior 
foreign  bt>dy  was  pretty  exaetly  tj-ues<:r(]  thyroid,  \v,ts  accidi  ntally  wounded  in 
ut  from  the  lollowin*»-  si*,nis:  — i.  The  this  part  oi  the  operation,  and  was  se- 
patient's  feelings,  and  hii»  a^i»erliou  as  cured  with  some  uitiiculty  by  a  mediate 
to  the  spot  where  tbe  impediment  was.  ligature  effected  with  a  needle. 
3.  The  ch;ui;4-  »>f  voice  which  had  oc-  The  foreign  body  was  at  length  felt; 
curred,  and  \s  hich  iudicated  tliat  the  it  was  situated  In  m  p;»rt  of  the  cesopha- 
jiressurc  wa.s  on  the  upper  part  of  the  gus  corresponding  with  the  middle  of 
trachea.   3.  On  uuttiu^  the  patient's  tiie  first  piece  of  m  sternum.  Several 
chin  on  the  roid<De  of  liis  stemom,  it  instruments,  both  straight  and  curved, 
wiif>  evident  tliat  the  trachea  was  dia-  were  now  applied  ;  they  could  seize  it, 
pluce-d  npwanh  aTul  f»l)HqtiHy  to  the  but  seizing  along  with  it  the  wall  of 
right,  ami  that  the  tiiyroid  cartilage  was  the  cesoubagus,  they  could  not  draw  it 
turned  nearly  half  an  iadi  over  on  that  out.  AnerseTeral  fruitless  attempts,  its 
aide.   4.  And  lastly,  there  was  a  flat-  situation  was  shifted  a  little  nearer  to 
teninfT  of  tlu-  left  anterior  refrion,  caused  the  openinfj  ;  and  fhm  by  ny)|dviiiif  be- 
partly  by  ihc  removal  oi  the  tfachea  to  ueath  it  a  tenaculum,  u^g  at  the  same 
283.— XII.  a 
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time  the  led  fore-fliigfer  ai  a  ma.de,  the 

bone  was  Inrliiiiately  extractea. 

Fi\o  and  twenty  niiiintcs  were  con- 
suiucii  ill  the  operatiou,  the  greater  part 
i>f  which  time  wm  ^l^t  in  gettinj?  the 
fiireifl[n  body  ont  The  patient  eutteicd 
but  little,  and  lost  scarcely  two  ouTircs 
of  blood.  He  was  dressed  with  cerate 
and  cbarpie,  compresses,  and  a  circular 
bandage. 

The  bone  was  flattish,  liieffularlj 
nua<lrihteral,  sixteen  lines  in  length, 
fourteen  in  breadth,  its  cdpfes  abrupt, 
and  bearing  very  acute  ani^fles  (fipf.  2.) 

The  patient  waa  kept  perfectly  ab- 
Rtinent  after  the  opeiatMMi;  the  only 
thing*  allowf^d  bhn  was  a  morsel  of 
orang^e  to  suck.  He  Lad  a  little  sleep 
in  the  night.  The  next  day,  by  means 
of  an  cesnphagus  tube,  a  homlum,  with 
the  yoke  of  an  egg,  was  introduced  into 
the  stomach;  ana  the  same  method  of 
nourishment  was  practised  for  several 
flays  after.  Yet  the  patient  gathered 
strem^  Tery  slowly.  On  the  sixth  day 
be   fainted  the   drcssincT  was 

chunked.  Some  sulphate  of  quinine 
was  added  to  his  ingesta;  and  rice 
eteam  was  substitnted  after  a  time  for 
bouillon.  At  length  the  food  reached 
the  stomach  without  the  aid  of  tin  tube ; 
the  wound  closed  ;  and  about  the  2()lh 
of  the  following  month  its  cicatrization 
was  eomplete.  There  is  no  detriment 
whaterer  affecting  the  deglttdtion  at 
present,  and  tlie  patient  now  pcrfoims 
Honic  of  his  militar)'  duties  once  more. 

By  that  sort  of*^  chance  with  which 
the  surgeons  of  hospitals  are  pretty  fa- 
miliar, namely,  when  one  extraordinary 
r;?»r  firrm-v.  a  number  of  them  fre- 
qui-tiiiy  loiiowiug,  while  perhaps  mouths 
and  yean  may  a^  un  elapse  without 
any  similar  occurrence,  B.  was  scarcely 
convalescent,  wlien  another  soldier  pre- 
sented himself  at  the  Val-dp-Grncr.  la- 
bouring under  a  perfectly  similar  com* 
plaint 

Case  II. — Aldrmtng  effects  of  n  piece 
of  BoH€  Jixed  in  the  (I^  sup  hag  us — 
OptratioH — Perfect  rt€99trp, 

R.,  28  years  of  age,  of  rather  a  ddi- 
eate  constitution,  swallowed  a  pieoe  of 

bone  on  the  ISth  of  February.  Four 
grains  of  tartar  emetic  were  given  him 
mimediately  ;  but  the  efforts  of  the  to- 
miting  did*  not  expel  the  foreign  sub- 
stance. Next  day  he  came  into  the 
hos|iitai.    There  were  no  remarkable 


external  local  ttymploms,  nor  was  the 
voice  aflectcd.  Several  fruitless  at- 
tempts to  extract,  and  afterwanJs  to  push 
down  the  body,  were  made.  Bleeding 
was  not  thought  necessary,  as  It  did  not 
seem  indicated.  On  the  foiirdi  dav  a 
special  examination  was  made,  ana  by 
means  of  a  gum  clastic  sound  the  foreign 
body  was  recognized  about  the  lower 
part  of  the  meat ;  it  waa  solid,  Tolumi. 
nous,  and  nearly  filling  the  passage. 
Various,  and  some  of  them  violent,  ex- 
periments were  made  with  different  in- 
struments to  try  to  effect  a  dislodgemcnt, 
but  all  in  vain.  The  case  seemed  to  be 
hopeless  unless  an  operation  were  tried  ; 
this,  therefore  was  agreed  njKm,  and  it 
was  performed  on  the  eightii  day  after 
the  aeddent.  M.  le  Barm  lairey,  and 
most  of  the  professoiB  and  other  offioen 
of  tlie  Yal-de-Grice,  were  present  on  die 

occasioTV. 

Operation. — By  a  lougitudiual  inci* 
sion,  similar  to  that  pnMsCised  in  the 
preceding  case,  the  integuments  were 
divided  parallel  to  the  left  bdrdrr  of  the 
trachea  and  larynx.  The  same  preran- 
tions  also  were  used  in  guarding  tiie 
nerres  and  Tessels.  Upon  reaehln|f  the 
oBsophagns,  the  indicator  of  the  right 
hntif!  ^vas  employed  to  trace  out  thr  fo- 
reij^^n  body,  which  was  found  sitiKift  a 
little  below  die  level  of  the  upper  border 
of  the  stennm,  too  low  to  be  out  down 
upon  without  danger  of  opening  the 
tnink,  or  smnr  of  the  principal  branches, 
of  the  inferior  tliyroid  artery.  The 
(Esophagus  was  therefore  opened  above 
it,  and  with  the  aid  of  strong  forceps 
and  continued  exertion,  the  foreign 
body  was  at  length  detached  and  t^Vm 
out.  The  patient  scarcely  lost  iwd 
spoonsful  of  blood,  and  suHered  very 
little  pain. 

The  r(»roi<i;-n  body  proved   to   be  a 

i)iece  of  tin  spotii^v  )>art  of  a  lonj^f  bone, 
[t  was  conical  in  shape,  with  its  lai|^er 
extremity  rounded,  and  Cfae  smaller  one 
very  sharp,  abrupt,  and  formed  of  the 
solifl  prirt  tif  the  hone.  This  sharp  end 
it  was  tiiat  had  penetrated  the  wall  of 
the  oesophagus,  and  constituted  the 
greatest  obiSaele  to  its  removal.  It 
measttfed  altogether  eleven  lines  across 
ihe  base,  and  sixteen  hom  the  summit 
to  the  base  (fij^.  3.) 

Simple  dressingpi,  and  tlie  same  after- 
treatment  as  in  the  Ibimer  ease.  On 
the  sixth  day  a  bouillon  Wat  |^ven  ;  and 
to  quiet  the  febrile  accessions  which 
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diatarbetl  the  patient  every  evening*,  a 
Imvenmit,  containing  three  g^ins  of 
sulphate  of  quinine  in  six  ounces  of 
wntcr,  waa  exhibited.  Tins  had  the 
dc&ired  effect.  The  convaiuicence  pro- 
ceeded fiiYonrably,  and  by  the  9tb  of 
A|Nril  the  man  was  able  to  lesre  the 
h<i«]'itnl  ))(  rfrctly  riircd,  and  is  now  en- 
g-a^ed  ill  some  employment  about  one 
of  the  theatres  in  IWts. 

It  wiU  sometime*  happen  that  the 
ioicwB  body  is  fixed  more  deeply  in  the 
ci»opna^us  than  in  eitht  r  of  the  preced- 
ing cati^  and  that  there  in  no  chance 
9f  cutting  down  on  it;  even  in  this  case 
eeoophagotomy  will  enable  us  to  give 
the  patit-nt  bis  only  chance  of  life.  If 
a  itnw'ecdiiijr  had  hecn  adopted  in 
tiic  tuiiov%  iiig  iuslauce,  which  was  very 
meeatlr  eommioiiealed  to  the  molt 
»ighiliaife  boon  rtnj  different 

Cats  lll,^Bon€  in  iht  CBsopktipw^ 

Hetmoptytis — Death, 

D.,  a  soldier  of  the  4th  lancers,  swal- 
lowed with  his  soup  a  large,  im-frnlar, 
#«ttigh  piece  of  bone.  He  imprudently 
used  every  eflbrt  to  awallow  it  down 
completely,  but  it  stiqmed  below  the 
pbarriix.  There  it  produced  the  most 
paiiifiil  ;uhI  convulsive  action  of  the 
j»haiyugeai  muscles,  uutii  one  of  the 
Military  surgeons,  after  attempting  in 
vain  to' extract  it,  muhed Itdown deeply 
into  the  gullet  witn  a  probang. 

It  v^as  thMiii^-^ht,  even  by  the  patient 
huuseir,  ibat  xL  iiud  gone  duwu  ail  the 
wnj.  FouevcnJ  da^  D.touk  nothing 
kni  tonp,  complaining  grievously  of 
aiiarp  p mt  ia  that  part  oi  the  o  ^opha- 
j^ns  v«fiH-h  lies  behind  the  bifurcation  of 
the  bronchia,  evidently  arising  from  the 
tnbbing  of  we  bone  against  the  narietea 
ef  the  passa^.  lie  was  ol)li<^i^  to  en- 
ter the  hmpita!  at  last,  rnitl  was  thf^ro 
treated  as  a  icver  jjaUcut  iubounug  un- 
der acute  pneumonia.  Local  and  gene- 
lal  Ueedinjf,  low  diet,  &c.  Patient 
better;  only  complaiuing^  of  a  dull  pain 
in  the  spot  already  ni'iitioticil.  lie 
could  ta^  some  light  iuud.  vihicli  he 
even  lelialied.  All  of  a  nidaen  the  pri- 
■HtiveaTaaptomt  lecnrred,  and  a  violent 
htt'nmptTSTs  took  place.  Every  method 
V  fried  to  abate  the  latter di^iurder, but 
io  ^  asii  j  the  patient  died  on  the  eighth 
day,  Moodless  and  exhausted. 

On  examination  of  the  body  adcr 
dcnthy  the  longs  were  foood  in  a  stale 
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of  intlammation;  but  tJie  state  of  the 
cBsopliagus  was  the  principal  object  of 
the  inspection.  In  that  part  of  the 
^Uet  which  corresponds  with  the  fourth 
dorsal  vertebra,  the  forei^  body  was 
fonnd.  Two  of  its  opnostte  angles  had 
passed  dean  chrongh  ue  parietes  of  the 
fpsophat^us,  even  to  the  extent  of  seven 
or  eight  Inips  (fiffs.  4  and  5).  The  in- 
flammation in  tlie  pubtcrior  lobes  of  tlie 
lungs  ooald  be  traced  to  dicse  sharp 
projections. 

Facts  like  the  foregoing  would  no 
doubt  be  much  more  numerons  in  the 
records  of  science,  did  but  practitioners 
possess  as  much  eagerness  for  com  muni- 
eating  their  unsuccessfiil  as  their  sue- 
cessful  histories  Until,  however,  this 
is^  the  case,  the  respective  value  of  doc- 
trines, methods,  ana  processes,  can  scfver 
be  fairly  asoeitained. 

Prnetkul  Btmmrki* 

111  operating,  it  mar  be  observed,  that 
the  left  will  be  founu  the  more  conve. 
nicnt  side  for  pnMMM-dlng"  to  work;  for 
the  cesophaigus,  in  descending  towards 
the  chest,  deviates  gradually,  and 
emerges  on  the  left,  in  order  to  gain  the 
side  corresponding  with  the  aortic  cur- 
vature I  ao  not  mean  to  say,  however, 
that  this  deviation  is  to  such  au  extent 
as  to  render  opersting  from  the  riffht 
side  impossible,  or  even  much  more  di^ 
ficult  tli  ni  the  left. 

Tlie  t  xteiit  of  tlie  first  inci<iion  must 
be  limited  below  to  within  one  or  two 
fingers  breadth  of  the  sternum,  in  order 
to  avoid  the  inferior  thyroid  artery. 
Above,  it  shouM  not  pnss  beyond  the 
digastric  and  &tyluhyui(i  muscles,  partly 
to  avoid  needlessly  cutting  into  the  pha- 
rynx, bat  RMire  particularly  to  escape 
wounding  the  superior  laryngeal  nerve, 
a-H  ucll  as  the  lingual  and  mcial  arff- 
nes,  ur  at  least  their  principal  branches. 
As  to  the  svperiorthyroid  artery,  iu  in- 
cision IS  neither  very  important  nor 
dangerous  (fig.  1.) 

Tlie  most  convenient  place  for  the 
surgeon,  in  operating,  is  on  the  left  side 
of  me  patient  His  righthand,  towards 
the  patient's  head,  is  thus  most  favoura. 
bly  situated  for  all  fh«'  re<piisite  uur- 
poses.  The  assistant,  hIio  is  placed  ou 
the  opposite  side,  must  be  a  person  on 
whose  intelligent  co-operation  he  can 
reckon.  As  to  the  mode  of  seizing  aud 
extractiug  the  ibreigu  body  when  the 
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Fio.  1. 

a,  (Esoi)ha{[^. 
6,  Trachea. 

dca. 

Upper  portkm  of  die  oaiopkt.hjold 

muade. 

d'y  Lower  portion  of  Uic  same 
f,  Carotid,  lying  over  Uie  pneumo-ga»- 
tfio  and  great  inrmMitlMtk  waxm. 

Thyroid  glana. 

SiriMTi»)r  thyroid  artery  and  veto. 
/>!  Inferior  thyroid  artciy* 


t,  Stemo  cleido.mastoid  muscle  puaM 
ofot  of  ill  natwil  podUMi. 

TIm  boM  fomid  in  tha  adigeit  of  Um 
ftntCaM. 

Fio.  3. 

Bom  iSraad  in  snbjcct  of  Caia  11, 
Fio.  4  and  5. 

Portion  <»f  tlic  cpsophac^s  seen  in  frunl 
and  in  proifilc,  with  Uie  bone  projecting 
dinm^  ill  pwielM  (Can  IIIO 
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sBiopba^  Lma  been  ojpciied,  tlut  is  a   ANALYSES  and  NO  i  lt'ESorBOOKb. 
MSt  cm  wbich  no  eeitain  rule  can  be 
Mid  &owik.    Success  iu  this  part  of  tlie 

r.pt  ration  M  ill  crroatly  depend  upon  the  —  .    x  »  .  -  -  ^_ 

tact,  dexterity,  and  presence  ol  niind  of  lat 4 ^g^gOT."— l^AuiMasaT. 


iJie  operator.  The  strong,  curved,  uoiy- 
put  lovreeps,  will  perhaps  be  founa  toe 

iiio&t  convinic-nt  instrument  to  use;  and  ^.    ^     ,        /. ,          •   «  , 

thrrt  should  be  a  supply  of  these  instni.  ^7  Analj^sis  of  Inorganic  Bodies  Bjr 

BH-nts,  in  nil  their  variety,  at  hand.  J.  XBeRMLIIII.    Tkamlated  bjr  G. 

Alter  exuaetiou,  the  parts  of  the  xlEEa. 
vmud  thonld  not  be  united  br  iticlcin^  Wb  bave  bere  •  littJe  work  wbich  will 
l^aisler  or  Sttturea,  but  merclj  brought  be  found*  to  be  a  valuable  acquisition 
t»>cpether  and  covered  with  a  perforated  to  the  student  of  practical  chemistrj'. 
rIo«h  laid  over  witli  cerate  or  sty  rax,  It  contains  the  pith  and  substance  of  the 
and  over  that  a  quantity  of  downy  precepts  laid  down  by  the  g^reat  master 
diarpie.  Local  and  cireolar  eompre^eiy  of  analysis  in  bisToluminous  Elements; 
■mnoonted  b  v  some  turns  of  a  roller,  at  the  same  time  that  every  process  de- 
will  complete  the  appareH.  The  ra-  scritn  1  in  it  is  s(;it»'d  with  a  clearness 
tionale  ol"  such  a  method  of  dressing*  which  must  satisty  e\ cry  inquirer.  The 
simply  lies  in  the  fact  of  the  existing^  arrang'ement  is  simple  and  commodious, 
inflammation  of  the  tissues  that  bad  en-  After  some  gfeneral  remarks  on  the  ana* 
▼eloped  the  foreign  body  :  these  may  lysis  of  solid  substances  of  the  inor^- 
m^t  probably  he  e\ en  suppurating  and  nic  clas<«,  the  author  proceeds  to  i^'-ivm. 
gangrenous;  besides,  the  parts  must  an  account  of  the  methods  »ijicii 
bare  ondergone  mncb  irritation  dmiofi;'  he  employs  in  quaJiutive  and  quan- 
tbe  process  of  operating;  and  abore  all,  titati\  e  analysis ;  aiid  then  be  states  bia 
tbere  is  much  morbid  or  dead  matter  to  rules  for  analysini^  the  gases,  mineral 
he  divharged,  before  a  healthy  cicatrix  waters,  and  a  larLT^'  vm  p  fv  of  the  salte. 
can  be  formed.  It  may  be  obser%ed.  The  interests  ol  the  pupil  are  con- 
liowever,  ibat  the  wonnd  is  in  seiienl  stantly  kept  in  view;  and  wecannotbut 
not  slow  in  closing,  even  a liodf  the  part  admire  the  occasional  occurrence  of 
dlsea-sed  ;  for  in  j^r7i<i  ,il  between  the  hints  like  the  following  in  the  pages  be- 
.sixtli  and  tueifth  day  after  the  opera-  fore  us: — 

tion,  tbe  use  of  the  sound  will  be  super-  Persons  who  know  little  of  che- 
llnons  in  admtntstering^  food.  mistr^  ought  to  exercise  themselves 
In  conclusion,  cesopha^tomy,  as  I  princiually  in  (quantitative  analysis,  per- 
havc  practised  it  in  the  Val-dc-Graee,  suadeu  that  without  bcin^"  acqn-iinti  d 
and  described  it  in  this  pa])rr,  will  still  with  its  branches,  they  are  quite  lucupa- 
no  doubt  remain  a  scrituis  and  delicate  ble  of  all  seieutilic  research.  It  is 
operntion;  but  with  care,  and  fomt  necessary  to  be  accustomed  to  weigh 
franetioe  oil.  tbe  dead  body,  Acre  is  no  with  the  nicest  exactitude,  to  pour  out 
sun2[Ton  who  may  not  reasotiably  at-  liquids  witlmut  loss,  so  that  theiast  drop 
tempt  it  with  (j^ood  hope  of  success.  It  does  not  run  on  the  outer  side  of  the 
is  certainly  not  a  more  difficult  opera-  vessel:  it  is  necessary  to  keep  an  ac- 
tion than  liffature  of  tbe  femoral  artery,  eoont  of  a  varietur  of  trifling  things,  the 
€r  of  the  end  of  tbe  axillary.  One  can-  neglecting  of  which  will  render  useless 
not  easily  nfconttt  for  the  dread  which  a  troublesome  ]>roccss  of  many  weeks." 
practitioiicrs  have  constantly  betrayed  Such  is  the  sort  of  easj^  manner  in 
of  adopting  it,  even  where  its  adoption  wbich  the  genius  and  experience  of  Ber- 
could  scarcely  fail  to  be  productive  of  zelius  can  condescend  to  instroet  even 
ipood  If  what  has  been  hei'e  said  shall  the  very  humblest  class  of  learners!  In 
in  any  manner  ser^c  to  inspire  confi-  the  present  version  we  find,  in  addition 
dcnce^  if  the  examples  cited  in  this  to  the  article  Analysis,  which  succially 
memoir  shall  find  imitatois;  and  if  some  belongs  to  the  12tn  volume  of  tlie  Ele- 
unfortunate  persons,  whose  doom  were  mentary  chemistry,  that  much  informa- 
otherivise  sealed,  he  hereafter  snatched  tion  is  extracted  fiT»m  other  volumes  of 
fptm  dt  jith — the  object  which  I  proposed  tlie  same  w  ork,  in  order  to  render  the 
to  my&cil  in  the  ioregoing  pages,  w  ill  manual  as  complete  as  possible.  Under 
Jure  Deen  ftbmidantly  answered.  tbe  bead  of  tbe  arsenites,  for  example, 

* 
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we  ba?e  in  a  'aote  the  author's  process 
for  detecting'  arseiiious  acid  in  cases  of 
pois(jnin«>f,  and  the  translator  :i]>]U'nds  to 
this  tiie  methods  of  Rose,  >iiiU  ut  Chriali- 
s<m,  which  leare  nothinff  to  be  desirecl. 

To  all  who  possess  the  exeetleni 
treatis<'  on  tlu;  Blowpipe,  by  tlie  same 
illn<;trions  author,  the  prcsonl  tract,  we 
doubt  not,  will  be  found  vcr^-  accepta- 
ble as  a  companion,  aflbrding  a  body  of 
illusiration  suited  to  n-uderthc  former  in 
erery  waj  more  efficient  and  practical. 


Ultutratiaiu  of  the  Alechauism  of  Par- 
turiiioH.  By  Chableb  £.  Boas, 
M.B.  See. 

This  is  a  fasciculus  of  lialf  m  dosen 

IU]ioi«m|)h  jtrints,  lepieseiiting  the  pel- 
vis i)i  its  vnrifins  aspects;  tlie  l)oa<l  of 
the  iVi'tus,  witli  its  several  dianieiers, 
and  the  position  of  the  parts  in  uatural 
labour*  To  the  student  of  midwifery  it 
must  prove  bisfbh'  useful,  while  its 
cbeaDness  gives^t  a  claim  to  extendve 
circiuatioiL 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

'*  Licet  omnibus,  licet  ctiam  mihl,  dlgaitatea 
JirtU  Mtiiem  tuerl :  potntat  lBo4o  vealendl  in 
puUloia  tit,  dieendt  pcrlcaliUK  SMrccuto.*' 

CONTEMPLATED  CHANGE  IN  THE 
APOTHECARIES*  ACT. 

We  mentioned  last  week  that  a  bill  had 
been  actually  prepared,  and  was  \y\\\'^ 
at  the  HoiiK  UtHi.  «■  ready  to  be  bruuglit 
into  paiHianient,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  grant  to  the  graduates  of  the 
Scotch  Universities,  and  to  the  diplo- 
liiatists  of  the  E<iiiibnr^fh  College  of 
Sursft'ons,  thi-  pnvile^  of  practising  in 
EijjrluiiU  a»  apothecaries. 

The  jjroposed  measure  would  seem,  at 
first  sight,  to  be  a  very  simple  one — a 
mere  extension  of  the  present  Apothe- 
caries' Act.  But  even  supposing-  it  were 
nothing  more,  would  it  not  be  as  well, 
befbre  adopting  a  change  which  mmff 


he  mttended  with  important  eonae. 
quenoes,  to  consider  what  haa  been 
the  working  of  the  existing  system 
regarding  general  practitioners;  whe^ 
ther  the  pubUe  be  better  serred  or  wofm 
than  they  were  anterior  to  1815 ;  whe* 
ther  the  medical  profession  is  on  a  more 
steady  and  respectable  footing  than  U 
prertouslj  was ;  whether,  in  short,  ttpon 
the  whole,  good  or  eril  has  reaultod 
from  the  exercise  of  the  powers  con* 
filled  to  the  gentlemen  at  Blackfriars  ? 

We  presume  it  will  be  admitted  by  all 
that  some  test  of  education  and  know« 
ledge  is  requisite  before  persona  are 
aUowedto  practise  so  difHcuIt  an  art  as 
ours — to  act  as  a  barrier  between  the 
public  and  die  plimder  of  ignorant  and 
unprincipled  men.    But  we  have  always 
held,  and  still  do  hold,  that  the  task  of 
licensing  those  who  should  be  found  qua. 
lified  to  practice  medicine  ought  not  to 
have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
worshipful    Society  of  Apothecaries  | 
that  this  ought  to  be  the  proper  and  pe» 
euliar  province  of  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians ;   and  it  is  our  firm  persua- 
sion that  had  not  the  latter,  in  culpa- 
ble supinencss,  or  doting  ignorance  of 
tbe  progress  of  opinion,  neglect<'d  the 
opportunity  which  was  oHered  them  of 
controuling  tliis   de|)artnient    of  me- 
dical polity,  tliey  would  iiave  enjoyed 
a  very  different  rank  in  public  esti- 
mation from  that  wliich  they  at  present 
occupy.    That,  however,  is  their  oun 
affair;  and  besides  it  is  now  past ;  time 
and  the  hour**  which  might  have  served 
tlieir  purjjose  are  irrevocably  gone,  and 
can  ne>  er  he  recalled.    But  this  opinion 
as  to  tlie  parties  in  whose  hands  the 
regulation  of  medical  praetucin  Kiigland 
ought  tr»  have  bci  ii  plat ed,  has  no  effect 
ill  making  us  regard  with  a  jaundiced 
eye  the  acts  of  those  who — most  unex- 
pectedly  for  themselves— were  called 
upon  to  exercise  highly-important  aitd 
responaible  duties. 

A  deliberate  consideration  of  the 
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neasu  es  adopted  hy  the  8ocietjr  of 
Afocbecaries  induees  Oft  to  awaid  to  tlien 
lie  praise,  whidi  we  tbtnk  tbeir  due,  for 
Aeir  seslons,  hooecC,  and  jadicioiiB 
dfiitts  to  improve  the  edueatioii,  en- 
kanee  tlie  fespeetolnlilj,  and  elevate 
ikc  rank  of  tbat  department  of  the  pro- 
Seamm  intmsted  to  their  care ;  and  for 
ihoi  adopting  ohrionalj  the  beat  node 
«f  mrrjmg  into  effect  the  pnipoeea  of 
the  Act.   In  these  reepecti  we  do  not 
tynkthat  jnstiee  is  nnialljr  done  them; 
ih^,  to  he  eiue,  only  eiyoj  the  en- 
viaUe  diatinction  thatattaehee  to  eveiy 
laliBg  body  in  thie  countiy^that 
af  htSaag  nnpopnlar.  It  is  the  heredi- 
tuj  and    nnqoeetionahle    right  of 
Engiitfa men  to  contemn  the  powers  tbat 
he. -be  tber  ^ho  thejrmaj;  and  it  is 
^uie  proper  that  the  Society  of  Apotbe- 
canes  should  constitute  no  ^ception  to 
the  general  rule.  Granted  then— they  have 
■any  enemiea-^nd  that  even  tbey  who 
are  not  boetfle  to  them  think  thej  may 
havebeen occasionally  somewhat  too  busy 
and  pragmatical;  let  not  this,  however, 
indnee  us  to  sbnt  our  eyes  against  their 
fidr  and  strong  claims  to  oonunenda- 
tion :  abof  e  alt,  let  it  not  lead  us  to  heap 
apon  them  such  opprobrious  epithets  as 
vf€  re<^t  to  see  are  made  use  of  in  some 
of  the  ]>etitions  of  the  Scotch  gfraduates 
irbo  think  themselves  injnrcH  hy  their 
regtilatiotis.    Nor  can   >vc   omit  this 
opportuiiitv  of  casting  back  with  dis- 
gfii-it  iijioii  their  worthless  authors  those 
siiW  more  injurious  accusations  with 
which  some  oi  our  contemporaries  fill 
their  papcs.    Wc  are  told  by  tliose  who 
think  it  ii<>  slmme  to  live  bv  the  slander 
of  their  brttlii  -  n,  that  the  Society  ol 
Apotli'  (\iries  have  netted  4<),<hx>/,  by  the 
act.    A  statement  such  as  this  may  suit 
the  grade  of  intr  llect  possessed  by  the 
rabble  jjolilitiaus  who  surround  the 
Imsting-s  at  our  popular  elections,  and 
settle  all  disputed  points  by  the  yelling  of 
their  most  sw  eet  voices,  aided  by  plcn- 
tilui  di;»charg'cs  of  nuid  and  brick- 


bats;—bat  tbat  assertions  absolutely 
false,  and  hypeibolically  absurd^  should 
be  addressed  to  a  profession  of  intelligent 
men,  is  as  gross  an  insult  as  can  well  be 
offend  them*  Ifow  the  author  of  the 
statement  in  question  must  hare  known 
that  it  was  untrue ;  because  it  is  but  a 
iewyean  ago  that  Mr.  Home,  uetingf  upon 
fiibenrfkrmmdom^  mored,  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  for  retoms  setting  forth 
the  receipts  and  expenditure  under  the 
Apothecariea*  Act;  and  from  these  it 
appealed  that  the  income  did  not  more 
than  suffice,  and  was  actoally  spent  in 
canying  into  effect  the  legitimate  ob< 
jecto  of  the  BiU,  and  that  none  of  the 
Couit  of  Examiners  received  a  sum  ez« 
ceeding  100/.  per  annum  for  their  reiy 
laborious  and  responsible  duties.  These 
papers  were  printed  at  the  time,  and 
proved  so  satisfactory  (perhaps  we 
should  rather  naj  touniutis/factory)  that 
the  honourable  economist  could  suggest 
no  retrenchment :  and  if  he  could  not, 
it  will  probably  be  conceded  that  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find  any  other  with 
nerre  enough  to  do  so. 

But  to  return.  That  good  has  result- 
ed from  the  act  of  1815,  appears  to  ua 
to  be  undeniable :  the  public  have  been 
supplied  with  a  better  educated  race  of 
men  than  before,  and  the  profession  has 
been  proportionally  raised  in  respec- 
tability. Still  no  doubt  it  remains  to 
be  ascertained  whether  these  objects  may 
not  equally,  or  more  efticieutly,  be  ac- 
complished in  some  other  manner,  and 
whether  there  be  not  evils  result  in  ♦,»•  from 
tlie  present  system  which  counterbalance 
it*«  advantages.  It  is  a  gross  absurdity, 
evidently,  that  no  man  be  licensed  to 
practise  in  England  who  has  not 
served  a  five  years*  appn  nti(  <  >hip  ;  and 
any  cbang-e  which  .should  ;^'^et  rid  of  this 
arrangement  we  would  bail  with  plea- 
sure :  but  at  the  same  time  it  is  only  fair 
to  add,  iliatthisis  a  condition  which  was 
stupidly  appended  to  tlie  in  the 
House  of  Xiord!>,  and  w  uij  which  th<} 
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Apothecaries  had  nothtBg'  to  do*  That 
the  act  has  injured  the  Scotch  medical 
sehoo]s«"or  rather  that  its  repeal  would 
gnatljr  benefit  them  bjaendinflr  to  their 
leeture-fooma  a  new  class  of  students, 
called  into  eastence  hjr  the  **  Wonhip. 
fill  Society,"— is  parent;  as  it  is  noless 
ohnons  ^tit  would  be  detrimental,  naj 
minouf,    to  ihe   English  provincial 
sdioob,  which  hare  been  established 
under  the  regulations  of  the  present 
Court  of  Examiners*    Still,  if  it  can 
be  shewn  that  the  public  would  be 
gainers  by  the  proposed  change,  and 
^at  evil  has  accrued  from  the  Act,  of 
course  the  effect   upon  the  xaedieal 
schools  would  be  a  matter  of  no  mo- 
ment, one  way  or  the  other,  except  to 
those  immediatelj  interested  in  tin  in. 
.Our  opinion   is  decidedly,  tbat  the 
good  effected  by  the  Society  has  much 
outweighed  the  evil;  but  we  are  per- 
fectly open  to  conwiction,  if  those  who 
think  otiierwise  will  be  pleased  to  jrh  c 
us  facts  and  reasoning*,  instead  of  mis- 
represeutatiuus  and  revilings.    Wc  are 
quite  aware  that  there  is  an  outcry 
against  the  Apothecaries,  but  avc  arc 
always  suspicious  of  the  disinterested- 
ness of  those  who  hare  recourse  to  cla- 
mour; and  we  know  liiat  the  jmrties 
who  hare  been  most  active  in  address- 
ing tlie    Home    Seerttary,   are — first, 
certain  j^raduates   or  diploniatists  of 
E<Unburf^h,  who  have  het  u  rejected  by 
the  A[>otheearies,  and — ^ndnUy,  those 
teachers  in    tlie    northern  metropolis, 
who  have  a  direct  personal  interest  in 
the  matter. 

One  tiling  is  quite  clear  :  that  if  the 
demands  of  the  petiUtiiiers  he  eomjdied 
with,  it  will  plate  all  the  ufcneral 
practitioners  who  are  now  settled  in 
England  in  a  precarious  and  most 
nnpleasant  p{»sition, — both  because  it 
will  admit  an  immense  numher  of  com- 
ptiitors  from  bryoiul  ihc  Tweed,  who 
will  d>s|Mile  every  shilling  of  their  in- 
come with  tlicui,  and  l)fjausc  it  will 


VOUR  OF  THE  QDNCOURS* 

annihilatf  anj  protective  iuBuencs^ 
which  is  at  present  afforded  agaiiAmt 
the  encroachments  of  those  who  ^save 
received  no  medical  education  at  all. 

Any  one,  it  is  obvious,  may  set  up  a.** 
a  general  practitioner  in  England,  if  aili 
those  holding  degrees  or  diplomas  of* 
any  of  the  Colleges  or  Faculties  of  Eng- 
land, Ireland,  or  Scotland,  may  do  so— • 
ftt  least  so  far  as  the  Society  of  Apothe* 
caries  are  concerned ;  for  it  is  not  to  be 
conceived  that  the  latter  body  woulU 
be  such  fools  as  to  venture  upon  pro> 
secutions  which  it  would  no  longfcr 
he  their  peculiar  interest  or  province 
to  conduct;  while,  on  the  other  batidy 
they  never  could  be  certain  but  that 
the  party  was  designedly  leading  them 
into  Court,  witli  the  intention  when 
there  of  drawing  from  hi«*  p(»eket  the 
diploma  of  one  or  other  of  the  above- 
mentioned  corporations. 

Upon  the  wlmle,      we  hare  sai'l,  the 
question    is  a  serious  ami  important 
one— not  suited  for  hasty  leq-islntion, 
nor  to  be   di<«posed  of  in  the  adroit 
manner  that  has  Itcd  altcmptcd.  \\\? 
are  happy  in  Ik  in<;  able  to  add,  tliat 
Bill  has  been  poi.t|)nue(l,  so  as  to  allow 
of  both  sides  being  heard ;  and  an  op- 
p<>rtunity  is  thus  nrivrn  to  those  whose 
iiitere«;ts    vvoiild    he    conntroniised,  of 
makino-  iheir  sUU«  nient,  'As  wrll  as  to 
thos(^  who  seek  to    be  the  iianieirMic 
i^-aiiiers.    Li  t  the  points  he  fully,  iVi  i  ly, 
and  fairly  dis'  rissed,  without  reference 
to  petty  jcalou>ies,  or  individual  instcul 
of  public  interests,  ami  then  "e  doiilit 
not  hut  that  the        «  rnmrnt  and  the 
Parliament  will  come  to  a  sound  uud 
satisfactory  decision. 

PUBUC  (?)  MEETING  IN  FAVOUll 
OF  THE  CONCOURS. 

A  "  public  meeting,"  of  whic  h  no  one 
bearu  till  after  it  ha«l  taken  place,  and 
at  which  Dr.  Augustus  Bozzi  Graioilie 
presided,  was  held  last  week,  and  ad- 
journed (we  dare  say  not  without  good 
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mi  wuSident  reaaoBft)  tOl  Tuesday  the 
3lL    Wlietfaer  anj  peiton  attended  on 

r.':*  tfr^ud  occasion  we  know  not,  but 
«'?  jLre  <|ijite  satisfied  that  a  report  ut' the 
javceedxng^  will  be  published  at  all 
cfoitai;  and  we  therefore,  aa  in  duty 
Wand,  kartell  to  make  our  readers  ac- 
Itraintrtl    with    tlic    importinit  events 
M^icriA  are  paissin^  in  the  meiiicui  world. 
Tke  purpo:^  of  tfiese  puiiie  meetings  is 
to  petition  parliapneiit  against  suHerinf^ 
tbe  gwemors  of  medical  charities  to 
dt-et   their  own  officers,  as  hertttilore, 
aisi  to  compel  them  to  adopt  the  con- 
•vnr*— a  mode  of  appotntment  wbieb,  as 
we  h«ve  lately  shewn,  gires  so  much 
fi^i&lactioii  in  France,  that  at  the  elec- 
di>a  now  pcndinpf  nn!\'  ciLflit  out  of  ten 
fiatUdatc*  liuvc  retired  in  di^^ust.  It 
i"*  undoubtedly  bigbly  j.ioper  that  in 
Efis-lasd,  where  the  hospitals  and  simi- 
lar tttKtitutioas  are  supported  hy  private 
'^T«tributioTi«!,     all    the  arrau^-enients 
«4mild  be  precisely  the  same  as  in  those 
ccantries  where  they  are  government 
eoDcrnisi,  and  stippoSted  by  the  public 
BOfifv.    It  is  quite  apparent  that  liniit- 
ii^ttc  patrona^^e  would  have  a  direct 
^ect  in  iiKTcasing  tiic^  subscriptions; 
while  placing  the  appointments  under 
the  eoDtrol  of  the  luniistcr,  as  the  con- 
*»itridoes,  would  be  iti  keeping  with 
th«^  spiiii  of  the  Mcft',  which  tends  so  re- 
markaUy  t«siu  r» uderlo  the  government 
all  ihctse  privil<  •^'^es  which  have  hitherto 
been    enjoyed    by    the    public.  We 
therefore   entirely  approve  of  the  ob 
jrrt  of  these  nieetinfj^s,  as  well  as  ol 
plating  Dr.  Granville  iu  tlie  chair.  It 
»  always  desirable  on  such  occiw»ions  to 
obtain  the  sanction  of  persona  of  wd^dit 
and  influenee  in  tlie  profession:  besiides 
frbif  h,  the  chairuiau  beini^  j)hysician  to 
ottlif  three  public  institulious,  U  perhaps 
able  to  speak  from  personal  acquain- 
tsBce  witn  the  evils  of  the  present  sys- 
tem; and  mar,  in  his  own  evperi.'iiei', 
l)^v.  \:iu)wn  it  lead  to  the  exclusion  of 
roodc^^t  merit. 


ON  FIBRO-CELLULAR  TUMORS 
OF  THE  UTERUS. 

Br  Barott  DrprYTREir. 

Wnm  the  "  Lrvoim  OralcR."  publUhed  prriodl- 
ctUytundcx  ibe  b  iron's  lospecilpa. 

TfitUinf  of  two  Cuus  of  I'oli/pus  Uuri. 
DcmiNG  January  of  the  jjresent  year,  two 
patKntiwen  admitted,  nearly  at  the  same 
timCyiato  the  suigieal  wards  of  the  lloUsl 


Diea,  each  haviiif  what  la  coaunonly 

ealled  pcilypus  of  the  uterus.  The  one,  ogea 
about  46,  complained  of  having  had  for  a 
month  a  discharge  of  blood  from  the  va- 
gina, to  which,  for  the  lost  eight  days, 
had  sueceedetl  a  whitish,  sanioiis,  and 
slighUy  foetid  discharge.  She  asserted 
that  she  never  had,  till  then,  experienced 
any  symptom  of  a  uterine  affection,  but 
this  statement  was  disbelieved  by  M.  l)u- 
uytren,  as  her  situation  in  life  rendered 
er  likely  to  overlook  any  eonplaint  which 
did  not  aetually  interrupt  her  usual  voca* 
tions.  fc»he  had  been  exainiupfl  bv  a  pri- 
vate practitioner,  and  told  that  sue  had  a 
canoer  of  the  uterus.  The  bowels  had  been 
conKtiputrd,  pmbabl  v  owing  to  the  pressure 
of  the  tumor ;  but  iJiis  symptom  was  rt;- 
moved  by  laxative  clysters,  and  she  was 
so  much  relieved  that  she  had  nearly  per- 
suaded herself  sho  wn^  weH,  anrl  thus  »le- 
elined  the  operation.  I'he  tumor,  however, 
is  as  large  as  half  the  fist,  with  inperficiai 
ulcerations. 

The  other  patient  was  48  years  of  n-^e. 
Obi»erre  the  coincidence  as  to  age  in  the 
two :  it  is,  in  ikct,  towards  this  period  of 
life— that  is  to  say,  from  :!8  to  .•>n-that 
organic  discuses  ot  the  uterus  most  fre- 
quently supervene.  During  a  year,  this 
last  patient  had  been  aflected  with  a  red 
discbrirrre,  constant  and  wry  almmlant, 
which  she  called  the  menses,  and  which 
she  explained,  without  bdng  much  alarm- 
ed, on  the  principle  that  wi>men  arrived  at 
her  critical  ni?c  often  suffer  in  this  way. 
During  the  last  month,  the  disehargo  had 
become  sanieus  and  very  offensive.  Shv 
had  also  experienced  freqnent  j  ains  in  the' 
Iftiim,  extending  to  the  groins  and  tlii^^hs, 
and  a  painful  sense  of  weight  uud  pres- 
snre  about  the  anus:  it  is  of  this  that  she 
at  present  coni]>Iain«j  mosf.  I  have  ex- 
amined her,  and  dise  ven  d  the  presence  of 
a  polypus  ut  least  as  large  us  the  fist, 
having  a  pedicle  about  the  thickness  of 
two  fiiiDfer^,  taking  its  origin  fn>ni  the  ifi- 
tcrior  of  the  oigan,  and  embraced  by  the 
neck  of  the  uterus  as  by  a  ring. 

ParaUel  between  the  cases.— lioth  arc  of  the 
'iaraeage;  the  tnmor  is  in  both  nearly  of 
the  same  size,  occupies  Uie  same  situation, 
and  gives  rise  to  the  same  phenomena: 
first  a  discharge  of  blood,  and  then  of 
frrtid  sanies.  Rut  in  one  the  .surl'aee  o{ 
the  tumor  is  smooth,  in  the  other  it  is  un- 
equal; in  the  former  the  suhsianee  is 
dense  and  resistent,  while  in  the  latter  it 
is  soft  and  yielding.  In  the  one,  the  dis- 
cliurge  of  blood  has  only  been  j^resent  for 
a  month,  and  is  but  little  foetid ;  in  the 
other  it  has  continued  for  n  v»  ar,  and  is 
exeee<liugly  offensive.  From  all  tJiis,  it 
may  be  inftoted  that  tiie  tnmor  has  not 
degenerated  in  the  first,  and  that  the  ope- 
ration might  therefore  be  delayed  a  short 
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time  without  riak;  while  there  is  already 

degeneration  in  profo^ress  in  tht-  sMt-nnd,  n* 
quiring  its  immediate  removal,  anJ  tiiat 
even  tola  offisn  bat  ftn  tmeertain  ])r<>speet 
of  8  icceits. 

Kciiides,  thr  last  patit-nt  nppcars  tt» 
Hufl'cr  much ;  she  experienctti  severe  pain 
in  the  loint,  with  a  painfhl  nen^ation 
in  the  vaifina  and  rcttTmi.  Nevertheless 
she  dislikes  the  idea  of  the  operation,  and 
I  hare  not  been  able  to  veconcile  her  to  it; 
neither  would  the  present  moim-nt,  per* 
hape,  be  favourable  for  it.  The  othf*  pa- 
tienty  on  the  contrary,  does  not  sutler  at 
nil ;  ehe  ie  perfectly  resigned,  and  her  fe* 
neral  state  is  favourable^  tad  I  dull  tMre- 
forc  operate  forthwith. 

Optrvtion. — On  the  2l8t  of  January  the 
patient  was  brought  to  the  amphitheatre, 
and  p!ar<  (1  upon  a  lithotmny  h<  f!  ;  the 
le^  and  tliighs  bent,  widelv  separated, 
and  retained  by  assistants.  A  fresh  exa- 
mination was  then  made ;  a  pair  of  forceps 
d»  Mu$tux  introduced,  and  the  blades  fixed 
an  the  sohetanoe  of  the  tumor ;  moderate 
and  eontinned  traetion  waa  then  applied, 
while  the  patient  was  directed  to  make 
bearing -down  efforts,  whieh  she  did  with 
intelligence  and  effect  The  tumor  being 
new  nctr  the  oriioe,  another  pair  of  for- 
ceps was  fixed  on  it,  and  |i?entle  force  con 
tinue«l.  The  tumor  at  len^'th  presented  it- 
self at  the  external  aperture,  and  then 
pMted  it,  the  neck  or  the  uterus  being 
perreptihlc.  The  operator  then  flivi(!f;<l 
the  pedicle  of  its  root,  by  means  of  two  or 
three  cats  with  a  pair  of  strong  curved 
ecimrs,  and  lo  ai  to  leave  no  trace  of  the 
di«t4>rt«!.  «i  tcxtMre*  r^^inaiTiiitir.  The  section 
waa  not  alU'uded  by  any  pain,  nor  did  it 
prodnoe  any  hMnorrhage;  neverthdess, 
the  orifiees  of  a  j^reat  number  of  blood- 
vessels were  obsened  on  the  cut  surface  of 
the  pedicle.  After  the  operation,  M.  Du 
pnyteea  made  the  patient  remain  in  the 
theatre  for  s  »me  time,  that  the  numeroof 
spectators  might  satisiy  tliemselves  whe> 
ther  or  not  any  bleeding  occurred.  At  the 
end  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  the 
smalleit  quantity  of  h]<>i>d  had  not  been 
lost  Next  day,  the  quantity  which  had 
escaped  in  twentj.foiir  honn  might  be 
estimated  at  one  or  two moonslul.  (con- 
fr««,  houfver  (said  M.  Dupnytren),  that 
aitltuugii  thi&  entirely  refutes  one  of  the 
chief  mjeetions  brought  against  my  mode 
of  fjprnifinc:,  yet  T  am  fur  from  eounratu. 
latiu^  myself  that  m  small  a  quantity  of 
blood  has  been  discharged.  A  loss  of 
hlood,  mom  OK  lew  eoneideTable,  is  alwnya 
useful  after  operations  of  thi«;  kiinl;  ren- 
dering the  patient  much  le^  exposed  to 
the  ittllammatofy  mieehief  which  is  apt 
to  ndlow.  At  nrcsent  notliing  indicates 
Uie  least  disturbance;  but  she  mmt  he 
watched,  and,  on  the  first  symptom  of  in- 


flammatitm,  K('"<^ral  and  local  blc^etlin^ 
as  well  as  the  other  an ti phlogistic  memojl 
shall  be  vigorously  adopted. 

[She  recovered  rapidly,  and  WM  dLl«. 
diarj?' (1  t!u'  ht^^inniug  of  Febninr>'.1 

The  second  patient,  though  under  muofi 
less  favourable  circumstances  than  the  pre."- 
ceding,  was  yet  eneonnged,  by  the  rcttnlt^ 
to  sunmit  to  the  operation,  which  waj» 
proceeded  in  on  the  23d  January,  iu  tlie 
mme  manner  aa  the  former.  Toe  tumor 
being  teiced  with  the  pincers,  yielded  and 
tore  under  the  gentlest  traction      When  it 
was  brought  tu  the  external  uniice,  it  pre. 
■anted  a  greyish  gangrenous  mase,  wnlcli 
it  was  found  eouM  not  be  broim^ht  (Ifjwn 
farther  without  breaking  it    The  pedicle 
was  then-fore  out  as  near  its  origin  as 
could  be  efifected,  by  carrying  the  sc-i^sors 
up  into  the  vajfina;  but  sotm*  jutrtinn  nf 
it  was  unavoidably  left  behind.  'l'his,lik.e 
the  former,  was  unattended  br  hffmor« 
rhage,  neither  was  it  followed  by  saaioiui 
or  fietid  disehnnrf     N'rxt  day,  thf  j>a^ 
tient  had  no  symptoms  ixccpt  M>uie  paiu 
In  Uie  hypogastric  region,  which  led  to  the 
application  of  fiftet  n  K  eciies  to  the  thighs. 

On  the  fourth  day  she  was  seized  with 
rigors,  and  complained  of  severe  pain  in 
the  lower  belly,  nmbelicns,  groins,  and 
back.    Leeches  were  ajfain  applied.  On 
the  fifth  day  she  was  in  a  state  of  inde. 
scribable  uneasiness;    she  had  frequent 
rigors,  and  great  general  disturbance; 
and  she  died  on  the  nitcht  of  the  27-Sth 
—that  is,  on  the  seventh  day  after  the 
operation.    Oa  openii^  the  body,  th^ 
uterus  was  seen  to  be  very  IfiSge,  and 
all  th»»  viscera  of  the  prhis  were  unit- 
ed together  by  old  adhcMuud  j  there  was 
purulent  matter  between  the  uterus  and 
bladder.    The  iiu  rt-Jised  size  of  the  vlscus 
was  ro\ind  to  depend  upon  the  atij;mcnted 
tliicknest*  of  the  porietes,  as  it  contained 
no  other  polypus :  both  witliin  and  with> 
out  it  waa  o/  a  riolet  led  colour. 

Signt  «f  JKMyeaiMt  um  Ut  UuHm  folgpL 

I  Jiave  obeerred  the  same  rhfuirmfBty 

mid  M.  Dupnytren,  in  all  the  cases  of  po. 
lyuufi  which  hiave  been  alnadoned  to  them- 
aelree  as  we  met  with  in  these  two  patieaH. 

So  lang  as  they  hare  only  a  red  or  white 

dischanj**.  then'  i<?  no   fa^or:  exumine 
them,  Had  yuu  find  a  tumor  wliich  is 
throughout  of  e(|Tial  density;  faitrodiiee 
the  sijeeulum,  and  you  see  a  white  or  rose- 
<  olf>ured  body,  smooth  and  polished.  But 
li  tiu  rc  be  sauious  discbarge,  there  is  then 
horrible  fnetor,  and,  when  examined,  you 
find  a  soft  fuuf;ou<i  tumor,  exteudinitf  ovit 
a  surface  whicli  bears  a  relation  to  the  pe- 
riod whieh  has  elapsed  since  the  superren. 
tion  of  the  symptoms  in  question.  It  is 
also  at  this   time  that  the  rnn-.titiition 
bcgiu»  to  suffer  in  a  severe  dcgrct'-tbdt 
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dtt:  skin  becomes  of  a  pale  yellow-^illHtt 
fr»rr  »eti.  in — tlraf  emaciation  ativanecs — 
tint  the  appetite  aitd  sleep  arc  lost  There 
tppmxt  to  be  ft  deddea  coinddmce  be. 
tvrren  the  appearance  of  gangrene,  as 
Mrkol  by  th*-  tVptid  sanioim  oischar^, 
and  the  c«»raiucncement  of  the  cancerous 
ig^enemtioo.  Thia  cbange  laket  pleee 
ir»t  at  tlio  inferior  part  of  the  tumor — 
that  which  is  exposed  to  the  contact  of 
Ae  air;  Lbe  body  of  the  polypnn  is  affected 
int,  the  pediele  la«^t.  The  phenomeiloii 
rannnt.  tf t'-reftrre,  be  aMTibed  t(»  the  c<m- 
imcuoo  of  the  neck,  as  has  been  done 
kf  eoBMu  It  is,  however,  bat  nnely  that 
tae  pedicle  is  entirely  detached  tnm  its 
iTi*,rtion  in  t?io  ntenn  hy  f^nsfrene; 
lUmt,  in  fact,  spoutojicous  reparation  bv 
■bagh  i«  exeeedmi^y  onemmnmi — ao  macD 
•d,  that  T  have  only  met  with  oneinttMIGe 
ctf  iL   Tbecase  was  as  follows^— 

Cmg      ^mKUineou$  reparation  ef  «  Ptiffm 

Prances  Pclegrtui,  aged  33,  an  Italian, 
•f  dry  fibre,  and  who  had  menstruated  at 
1^;  mother  of  four  children,  and  having 
had  favourable  arf  f»nflicinent«,  the  last  at 
SB.  From  this  pcnud  the  menstruation 
tafll^eiitlT  regular,  except  that  each 
peri4>d  was  followed  by  a  white  di«ic  lmrj?e 
of  *nTne  days'  duration.  In  August  18|(j, 
without  obrious  cause,  she  was  seis^ed 
vitib  Tielent  flooding,  but  unaccompaiiied 
♦j*  any  o»h,  r  di-vturhanoe  of  the  sexual 
^]|^tem.  bhe  continued  her  avocations, 
which  weie  but  little  laborious,  and  she 
dU  act  Medve  that  doing  so  increased 
tbe  disrhars^ip.  In  Fcbnrar*',  1817,  she 
had  pains  in  the  loins  and  groins ;  she  em- 
vAo^ed  astringents  internally,  lielleHng 
tlut  it  u  as  but  an  ordinary  uterine  hie- 
tnr,rrhajie,  for  idie  had  not  lieen  examined. 
She  vame  to  the  Hotel  Dieu,  March  18th, 
onmplaiaing  of  oontinnal  disdmige  in  eon 
•i'ierabl*-  <junntity,nni!  altrmutnly  red  and 
white  i  with  Buine  t>li|;(ht  pain  in  the  loins, 
asd  occasionally  extending  to  the  groins. 
TVns  was  not  that  paleness  which  attends 
l*me  (^rntinnrd  and  repeated  ha»morrha^y ; 
thrfv  was  no  diihculty  in  passing  the  urine 
er  tooes;  no  sense  of  weight  In  the  peri^ 
ftmrn.  The  touch  alone  disclosed  the  na- 
ture of  the  malady.  Tbr  fint^rer  intro- 
dmced  into  the  vagina  eucuuutered  a  cylin- 
drical body,  softteh,  of  the  siaie  of  the 
f( Tf-  fin^ft  r,  ]»assing  nbiiut  an  inch  and  a 
Wf  oat  of  the  uterus,  and  in  the  neck  of 
which  it  was  engaged.  The  open  orifice 
nf  thsosnteri  easily  admitted  the  point  of 
the  finger,  which  pa^ed  along  the  entire 
oieuBiil^eeiice  of  the  tumor,  hut  could  not 
detect  iti  inieftioa :  this,  then,  was  a  po- 
^us.  As  it  was  not  large,  and  had  not 
die  "^ine  oon'st^tenrif  iHt-rine  polv]>i 
a^uaiU  have,  M.  i>upuyLrcu  iuleiided  to 


tear  it  off  widi  a  pair  of  pincers  having 

Inn^c  blnflcN,  but  ]M>stponod  the  operation 
to  the  fourth  dav.  The  patient  was  then 
conducted  to  tne  theatre,  and  placed  on 
the  edge  in  an  elevated  bed;  the  finger 
intnxlTU  f  fi  into  the  vagina  difl  n»)t  discover 
the  tumor  u  iiich  had  previuubij  been  felt, 
and  the  patient  now  stated,  that,  the  even* 
in  if  b<frirr,  she  had  voided  a  dark  elon- 
gated bo(h,  which  she  had  taken  for  a 
clot,  and  iiad  not  kept.  During  uvu  days 
there  was  a  red  discharge,  which  then  «- 
minished,  and  by  the  tliird  day  was  en- 
tirely white :  this  alno  disappeared  on  the 
d&th  day.  On  the  eighth  day,  the  os  uteri 
was  entirely  elosed,  and  tlie  uterus  itsdf 
seemed  to  have  regained  its  natural  dimen- 
sions. On  the  2d  of  April  tihe  left  the 
hostiital  almost  anell,  but,  six  days  after, 
voided  another  body,  analogous  to  the 
ftr^t:  from  which  time   tSi  dischaige 

ceased. 

What  opinion  are  we  to  form,  regarding 

the  disappearance  of  a  polypus,  the  exis- 
tence of  which  had  been  ascertained  by 
■eveial  persons?  Had  it  ascended  into 
tbeateras?    This  is  ftadUe  to  those  who 

nr^  ftwnre  nf  the  manner  in  which  these 
bodies  arising  at  the  fundus  uteri  dc&ceud 
into  the  vagina ;  for  it  Is  known  that  they 
carr>'  the  foindus  down  with  them,  pro- 
fbieincf  a  j^rrntcr  or  less  decree  of  eversion, 
and,  al  ter  the  division  of  the  pedicle,  tlie 
Ibndus  re-asoends.  Besides,  tliere  was  re> 
cently.  nt  the  Hotel  Dieu,  a  patient  with 
polypus,  in  whom  it  desoenaed  into  Uie 
va^na  and  retained  np  into  the  nterus  al. 
ternately.  There  are  uterine  polypi  of  a 
fibrous  nature,  which  become  spontane- 
oubiy  detached  without  their  pedicle  beia^ 
destroyed  by  gangrene ;  and  these  tomors 
are  developed  almost  immediately  l>cneath 
the  inner  memhmne  of  the  uterus:  <?careely 
have  tiiey  po^iied  tiic  iieck  when  tiicir  ex- 
ternal layer,  bcinn:  very  thin,  breaks;  and 
then  they  rlnip  off,  after  having  >(iven  rise 
to  some  discharge.  Instances  of  this  kind 
are  quoted  by  vwions  authors,  and,  among 
others,  by  Madame  Boivin,  in  her  Trea- 
tise on  Hiseases  of  the  Uteros. 

JBssion*  which  induced  M,  Dupuytren  to  ahm. 

don  the  Lijfuture  and  employ  F.xciuon. 

Two  methods  of  operatint^  are  at  pre- 
sent adopted  by  practitioners  with  regard 
to  these  uterine  tamofs— UfnAwm^ 
which  is  adoptcfl  by  a  great  number  of 
surgeons,  and  escmmy  which  ha.s  been  ex- 
dtisively  adopted  by  M.  Dupuytren  flir 
many  years.  The  many  inconveniences 
(said  lie)  hieh  attend  the  former,  have 
led  me  to  prefer  the  other.  1st  I'he  li^a- 
tnm  is  not  easily  applied ;  a  fhct  salBcientiy 
proved  by  the  number  of  instruments 
which  have  been  contrived  witli  a  view  of 
cfl'ectiug  this  object :   besides  whicli,  it 
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scam'lv  vvpT  incliules  the  whole  of  tin 
pedicle,  aud  this  gives  rim  to  the  tumor 
growing  again  as  before.   2dly.  What  has 
above  ul  led  mc  to  abandon  the  ligature, 
is  the  coTi'secutive  effects.    'Ilif  pntunt*; 
ooDtinne  in  a  satiafactoiy  state  for  two  or 
tbiwdayiftflertbe  mntkm,  but,  attlie 
end  of  this  time,  a  foetid  discharge  takes 
place,  restiltif!!?  from  the  mortifioation  of 
tJietumufj  8yuiuioms  indicatireof  theab- 
Mrption  of  paniJent  matter  sapenrene,  and 
the  patient  sinks,  notwithstandiiit:  the 
UHe  of  tonics  and  antiseptics.    After  death, 
traom  are  fbnnd  of  violent  uterine  inflam- 
■nation,  extending  to  tb«  mi^nomt  pvta. 
Sometime*;,  indeed,  \hmc  n]ipennince8  are 
not  found;  but  still  the  conviction  re- 
mains that  the  patients  bave  been  destroy, 
od  by  purulent  absorption.    I  have  notes 
of  cifi:ht  or  ten  such  cases,  which  have  oc- 
curred in  this  hospital ;  but  I  have  never 
seen  these  consequences  result  from  ex- 
cision.   3dly.  The  lijfatnre  is  very  pain 
ful,  and  continues  till  the  tumor  is  de- 
tached ;  while  the  seotion  is  unaccompa- 
nied by  pain ;  the  patients,  iadied^  beiQg 
immediately  relieved.    4tlily.  Sometimes 
the  ligature  gives  rise  to  pain,  which  ex- 
tsnds  to  the  Iliac  fotriB,  and  excites  in- 
flamnuition  in  the  appendices  of  the  ute- 
rus, which  becomes  fatal  aftt  r  having,  by 
the  mildness  of  the  disturbance,  excited 
hopes  for  some  dius  of  the  patient's  re. 
f  "Vf  rv.    .">ihl\.  Inflammation  of  the  veins 
ahtiut  the  pelvis  is  another  conseouence 
npt  to  follow  the  ligature,  but  which  I 
have  never  seen  from  excision.  6thly. 
The  n>ming  atray  of  the  liirnfnre  is  usually 
followed  by  the  cicatrization  of  the  parts; 
hot  this  does  not  always  happen,  and  some- 
tint  V  the  dischai^e,  &.c.  cimtinue,  and  to 
such  au  extent  as  to  prove  fatal.    M.  Du- 
bois states  (Diet.  d$»  Seimett  MHieaie$, 
art.  <Pelvpt),  that  he  has  repeatedly  seen 
bleeding  come  on  nftrr  the  fall  of  the  li^ti- 
tiune,  and  the  patients  })«;rish  from  this 
mse.   7thly.  The  ligature,  even  by  those 
who  adhora  to  it,  is  allowed  to  be  inappli. 
cable  in  fwen  where  the  twmor  is  formrH 
aiuioxl  entirely  of  the  utenne  tissue,  and 
where  the  pedicle  is  very  large ;  indeed  its 
application  is  impossible  where  the  snr> 
face  at  which  the  polypus  adheres  is  very 
extensive.    In  this  case,  however,  nothing 
forbids  excision — nav,  it  is  liie  onlif  nienna 
which  is  applicable'     8thly.  Tliese  dan 
gen  and  inconveniences  attendant  <m  the 
U|pUiim  being  nvoided  by  the  immediate 
division  of  the  pedicle,  it  rrnmins  to 
weig^h  again ihnu  the  fear  of  li:praor. 
rhage.    Now  ioug  experience  and  nume. 
nms  trials  fhew  that  this  hSBMirhage  is 
cxc«*e<h'ni?ly  mre.   The  nnmher  of  p^pi 

remov«:d  by  evrisjon,  by  M.  pMpiivfren, 
dliriog  lIjc  lust  iwcniv  years,  amount  to 
Amu  Mb  to  IIImb  anQoallj.  Take  the 


smaller  number  (ten  V,  this,  multiplied  by 
twenty,  will  give  us  'J(M>.  Well;  in  thia 
huge  number,  hiemorrhage  has  only  taken 
place  twice— *oace  in  the  hospital,  and  otHMS 
in  j»rivate  practice;  while,  in  both  in- 
stances, it  was  promptly  and  easily  ar- 
rested by  plugging.  One  of  the  patients* 
indeed,  died,  but  not  till  the  twcnty-6rtb 
day  after  the  operation,  having  laboured 
under  extensive  peritoneal  inflammaticviiy 
as  was  demonstrated  by  the  post-morteoi 
examiiiutinn.  M.  Velpean,  in  eii;ht  cosea, 
has  never  met  with  it.  fciuch  are  the  dnn- 
gett  of  haemorrhage  so loudlyprodaiuiff i  ! 

[It  is  to  Im  ob.served,  thatM.  Dnpuytm 
fllwHys  cnii»Ii)\  s  a  pair  of  scis>ors — never  a 
kuUv:  perhaps  the  manner  in  which  the 
tbnner  act,  by  bniilnf  aa  they  cut,  mav 
serve  to  explain  tife  ittmiacncy  of  hieMU 

D^nUion  xf  Fibront  Tumon^thtir  difirttu 

fituationi. 

These  iibroa>>  bodies,  or  tumors,  are  of 
various  forms,  generallr  more  or  leata 
rounded,  and  composed  of  accidental  XiagmB^ 
analogous  to  that  of  tendons  or  the 
nicnt.s  about  jt>iiiLi>.    They  become  dr%'e.- 
loped  in  all  the  regions  of  the  body  wbero 
fibrous    clement    abounds,  particularly 
where  it  is  in  direct  contact  witlj  ccllnliiV 
texture.    But  the  uterus  is  one  uf  tiic 
organs  in  which  it  is  most  comoionl^ 
met  with,  aud  the  tumors  there  occupy 
different  position<«,  the  distinctionof  whidk 
is  of  very  great  imporiance. 

1.  Stime  take  their  origin  ftooi  the  eK> 
tcrnai  surface  of  tlic  iiti  rn  \  between  th« 
iiuUtance  of  that  orgiui  and  the  peritonenm, 
by  a  pedicle,  which  is  sometimes  verv  thin. 
1  his  pedicle,  and  aone  laaUntt  of  ceOnlar 
texture,  appear  in  snch  cases  li»  ho  tIic 
onlv  bond  of  union  which  the  tumor  has 
with  die  atoms:  tiiev  project  into  the  ab- 
domen, raise  the  i>eritoneum ;  and  fton 
the  smallest  size  may  inCTva«?c  to  that  of  a 
child's  head :  they  have  been  known  to 
weigh  ten,  fifteen,  and  even  twentr  ponnda^ 

'2.  Otiitrs  fonn  in  the  wallsof  thenteraa» 
but  the  proper  tisfue  of  this  pnrt  entev* 
not  into  their  composition:  thev  btct>Bi# 
developed  bv  separating  its  Abies,  and  ar« 
never  united  to  it  by  r '  ntinnitv  of  texturv: 
indeed  they  are  sometimes  mii<  h  in«n! 
laledthatat  the  first  view  thev  apiN-ar  to 
be  encysted.  They  have  no  peiicle:  tbtir 
growth  is  slow,  but  sometimes  aci]uiiTs  the 
Kize  of  a  person's  head:  sometimes  liicj 
are  equally  developed  in  all  directions: 
romrrinjes  tlu  y  extend  chieHy  in  tmt  way. 
Tumors  of  this  kind  arc  very  cnmmrm.  and 
almost  ail  beyond  the  reach  of  an  operation, 
9M  they  wodd  leqoiie  the  extirpation  of 
the  mtirr  utcms. 

3.  1  here  are  some  tnmt>rs  w  hich  firi't 
neaitf  one  soilaee  than  another  of  the 
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■teioc  parietes,  extending  towwds  the 
dicmai  or  internal  surface  t  sometimes 
ihsBS  we  pcdanctilated,  at  others  they  are 
MIL  III  tile  latter  case  they  approach 
^h-rxf  ahore  clescribid  ;  in  the  xomier  thty 
Rscmble  those  which  tbiiow. 

4  Tbmt  twnon  Are  often  situated  on 
dK  inner  sarface  of  the  uterus,  and  either 
nprrlv  project  into  the  cavity,  or  are  ac- 
i*»itf  fnrDished  with  EM^des,  which  last 
i«     noae  comMi.  These  an  tbe  flliro* 

■-fijiilar  |>olyj>i  p':r  mreV^fiice^  and  arc  com- 
posed  of  a  root,a  iicck^or  pedicle,  and  a  l>ody 
assuDung  the  appearan<»  of  a  mush- 
SMM.  In  other  cnsse  they  me  eovend  by 
s  tnr  fine  adherent  membrane,  formed 
tbat  wlxich  was  designated  by  Biehat  tbe 
iiiwM  menashmae  of  the  uteras.  When 
tht  kind  of  hollow  which  surmounts  the 
U)dj  iif  the  jKil\|>u!?  is  cAnpletelv  rounded 
Uiain  rain  to  for  the  pedicle;  itcan- 
ast  Ve  fimnd  unless  it  be  Terr  maeh  den. 
,  and  the  polyjjTis,  having  escaped 
the  n«*lc  of  the  uterus,  has  prujected 
8)9re  or  it^  into  the  vagina  Tbe  part  in- 
saiei  into  the  lining  membrane  of  the 
Ttteras  :«  ("ti!?*  \  the  rf»ot.  and  by  this  tlie 
iiBof  r«o(av«^  its  nuuridhment  It  is 
fanned  of  nvtfient  vessels  of  veins,  hp. 
fleiisi^,  eallelax  and  fibrous  tissnes.  This 
fs  rfTT  tmportant  to  be  known,  for  if  these 
tsmuni  grow  again,  when  they  have  been 
mes  close  as  possible  to  tfo  sarfeeeof 
tht  ntcms.  this  event  is  to  be  attributed  to 
s  portion  of  the  morbid  textures  being  Idt 
beiiiiid. 

Imfartamu  ef  g$etTtaming  the  farm  the 
Polypus, 

Tou  have  s<-i  n  that  some  fibnms  tumors 
faanva  pcdu  I*  .  while  others  have  not,  and 
that  thu>  diflcrt-nff  in  general  depends 
«pno  the  sitnatiuu  nhich  they  oceupy. 
A  vtxi«nX  division  may  thos  be  fomed  of 
pidkisdaad  non-pedicled  growths ;  or,  in 
coarmon  lanq^tiag^e,  fibrous  jiolupi  and  fibrous 
tvmsn  of  the  utcxuii.  The  leuglh  of  the 
paiiels  varies  very  much:  the  more  the 
p<»ln»ns  extends  it  *  If.  1  lie  more  must  its 
peifidr  be  elongated:  Ui6  longest,  there, 
foiv,  are  found  in  those  cases  whera  the 
fdtfpns  Jisfinnds  Ihr  into  the  vagina.  The 
pfdicles  contain  arteries :  how  then  is  it 
tkat  their  division  doss  not  produce 
bm^rrbage.  The  arteries,  indeed,  are 
MEDctimes  large;  and  M.  Cuillard,  who 
\  Til  tim  til  the  cholera,  had  made  a 
f>reyanition  of  a  oolypus  in  which  we  ob- 
scrwd  a  verr  oinderahle  artery,  the  divi. 
tion  of  whi(^  ngvertiieless,had  not  caused 
huBorriis^. 

Tbe  form  of  thest'  tumors  varies :  it  is 
esnttv  globular  or  <»v  al,  but  not  unffe. 
■Yin)\U  aiicfiilar  and  fiirrowt'd  wlion  they 
drftrnri  niUt  the  vagina,  and  when  they 
tre  kr^c  they  are  almoit  always  divided 


into  lobes.  It  is  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tanee,  willi  rec?ird  to  ihr  rlin-rTiosis,  to  at» 
tend  to  the  tfeueral  dispu&itiuii  of  the 
tuiiior.    The  following  is  a  proof;'- 

Tlie  wiff  of  a  gentleman  in  the  environs 
of  Paris  consulted  one  of  the  most  c-elc- 
hrated  surgeons  of  the  capital.  He  exa- 
mined her,  and  fonnd  a  tumor ;  remarked 
its  footid  odi)ur,  and  anTjonnced  to  the  hus- 
band that  his  wife  had  cancer  of  the  nte« 
ras,  and  had  not  three  months  to  lives. 
She  afterwards  came  to  me.  I  had  learnt 
by  experience  how  dt  eeitful  the  touch  is, 
and  the  necessity  of  mnkuig  such  exami.- 
tionii  with  eare.  I  found  a  tumor,  of  eon* 
sif](  rablr  '-izr,  ^vhieh  I  was  able  to  pas<? 
the  hnger  round.  Carrying  the  linger 
higher,  I  discovered  a  pedicle;  and  yet 
higher,  I  recognized  its  insertion  into  the 
neck  of  the  uterus  T  then  stnted  that  the 
tumor  might  be  easily  removed,  and  that 
the  patient  would  soon  he  onred.  The 
husband  asked  me  if  I  was  tjuite  sure  of 
wliat  1  said,  and  prayed  ine  to  examine 
again.  I  did  so,  and  came  to  the  .samo 
conclusion.  He  then  told  me  what  had 
been  .said  by  the  surgeon  nbf'M'  alhided  to, 
aud  this  made  me  fear  some  mistake  on 
my  part,  so  that  I  oeamined  a  third  time, 
bnt  every  thing  convinoed  me  of  the  eor- 
rectness  of  my  diagnosis.  The  operation 
was  performed,  and  the  patient  was  cjuite 
well  in  a  ibrtnight 

Structure  of  Uterine  Ptdupi, 

What  proves  the  mucous  uature  of  theee 
tnmon,  and  by  invene  reasoning  the  mn« 

c'lns"  nnture  of  the  inner  membrane  of  the 
uterus,  is,  that  they  take  on  all  the  actious 
of  mueotis  structures — ^not  only  as  regards 
the  dischai^i^es  which  take  place  ftom 
them,  but  also  as  to  the  kinds  of  ulcera- 
lion  which  they  assume.  These  ulcera^ 
tions,  indeed,  are  firequcnt  about  the  nedk 
of  the  utenis,  and  it  is  of  iinportanec  not 
t(»  confound  tlieni  with  eaneerous  aflcc< 
tions.  I  have  seen  females  who  were  said 
by  surgeons  of  repute  to  be  affected  with 
canrrr  who  had  only  simple  ulcerations^ 
wliieh  were  readily  cured  by  a  few  appli- 
cations of  canstic;  These  simj^  uloera. 
tions  are  to  be  reeognined  by  their  redness, 
their  irr^ularly  rounded  form,  thi  ir 
whitish  base,  formed  of  a  layer  of  hbrout» 
cellular  tissue,  not  easily  distinguished 
from  the  j)  roper  tisj^ue  of  the  polypus. 

When  tlie  polypi  arc  divided  immedi- 
ately after  their  excision,  they  present  a 
dead  white  appearance :  they  rm^mble  ex* 
cci  JiiiL'-lv  intrrvcrft'hnil  substanee,  being 
emineutiv  hbruus.  But  thevalso  ctmtain 
another tiMae— I  mean  ceUularmembranei 
generally,  however,  more  dense  than  else- 
where. Sometimes  these  two  are  in  about 
equal  proportions,  but  occasionally  one 
prepooileiitM  over  the  other,  and  it  Is  on 
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till*  prepfrnderanc*  that  the  lubaeqaent 

chnnc flfpriiiL  If  the  fibmns  ek'incnt 
aiK)undA,  the  polypus  d»>c«  not  degenerate, 
<ir  if  at  length  it  does  so,  it  paues  iato  an 
0!«i6eftel«.  ir»  again,  tlie  ccUitlar  tiwue 
abounds  most,  the  polvpus  d^^n«  mtes  into 
carcinoma^  the  hub&tance  inliaincs;  be- 
comes aoftened ;  thewurlliM  beciniMif  on. 
even  and  ulcerated ;  tlien  c<imiri not  s 
sanioux  dischatxe,  with  firtor,  the  sure  in- 
dications of  diM»rganization  having  begiiu. 
TheooMtitatioii  tbvn  niffers.  Th«  potfpi 
an-  then  eonvcrtingintoTneduHurv  tumors  r 
in  a  wtirdy  into  carcinomatous  de^^ensfa- 
tiont.  The  Mine  changes  may  be  brought 
on  by  acddeatal  caaiai,  particularly  by 
tfir  (U'vclopment  of  inflammation  of  the 
uiucMiu  or  peritoneal  corezings.  But  what 
distinguishea  tbcM  fram  the  tpcMitaaeoat 
flep:eiieration  is,  that  tfiis  last  proceeds  from 
tlie  centre  to  the  circumference  of  the 
tumors,  while  the  former  observes  an  op. 
posite  couna.  In  lbct»  U  it  proved  tint 
all  the  fibrnnv,  fmirenMis,  fungons,  or  fihro- 
eaitilagittuus  and  bony  substances  which 
bave  aeea  tioBfcidMf  iil  a*  m  many  natural 
ypod  ictions,  each  of  a  different  cause,  are 
only  different  degrees  and  successive  trans - 
fonnatioiia  of  the  same  diwrasc.  But  it 
malta  tbat  if  these  tumon  be  WMomd  at 
their  (»rii:iii,  aiul  before  any  degvneiTiTi nn 
has  ctuue  on,  there  is  very  little  rink  of  their 
return ;  and  that  the  longer  their  extirpa- 
tion is  delayed,  the  greater  the  danger  of 
this,  Atjain,  The  fvpcration,  which  is  verv 
easy  at  first,  bec«>mes  extranely  difficnft 
iHmvi  tim  diapaie  haa  pawed  itt  envdoping 
tnnie,  laqairiag  a  much  greater  loss  of 
•nbctance  to  inmie  itt  entire  extirpation. 

Prafasacy     Vtmrmi  Ptljfpi  at  it^wmd  mga. 

The  disease  which  we  are  occnjned  in 
romiderinq-  was  ftrrnrrlv  li>nked  ujMin  Jis 
terj*  rare.  When  1a vrel  began  to  study 
it  lie  required  eeren  years  to  procure  three 
cn<r«;  tm  \vbich  to  apply  his  raeth<'il.  and 
others  speak  of  it  as  sliU  more  oncoiuwon  j 
navertheleee,  it  ie  now  weUknoam  that  the 
fibfO^eclIular  polypus  is  one  of  the  most 
ftt^nrnl  tt{  uterine  nfTprtiftTs  }u  l77o 
Portal  stated  that  of  twenty  uteri  which 
he  examined  thirteen  hnd  polvpi ;  and  ne- 
cnnling  to  M.  Piijtuytrru  there  are  few 
w  omen  of  a  certain  age  without  some  ute- 
rine tumors  of  this  kind. 

Without  entering  into  hypodietical 
opinions  resrardingthe  predisposintr  cause's, 
there  are  two  (acts  which  may  be  men- 
tioned. It  appean  diat  the  period  be. 
twcen  forty  and  fifty  years  of  age  is  that 
whuh  furnishes  the  preatent  number  of 
poly  pi  of  the  uterus.  On  Uic  other  hand, 
the'  amertien  of  Bayle,  often  repeated 
without  examination,  is  ctMny)K  tely  erm- 
neous,  namely,  that  <elibaev  and  sterility 
hare  an  influence  lu  pniMlucing  the  di&- 


aaae.  Tba  number  of  cases  T  bavn  o«m. 

suited  nmnnnts  to  f»2.  Velpcau  ftaji 

communicated  to  me  the  lustories  of  eleven 
natienta  treated  by  him:  many  am  !•  be 
found  in  the  works  of  Mad.  Boivtn^ 
MM.  KiHamier,  Raylf,  Mftnc,  ^^e  VV^ith 
respect  to  age,  in  gcucrul  thatpcnodauljr 
ia  noted  at  witieh  die  patient  baa  come 
under  llie  notice  of  the  pnu  titinm  r ;  but  I 
iiave  endeavoured  to  establish  anotlicr  and 
more  im]iortant  one,  namely,  that  at  w  bich 
tiM  qrmptoms  of  the  dieeaee  fint  shevrrd 
thpTOHilvf^,  the  latter  being  in  realifv  tlie 
troe  period  of  Ufe  which  has  mui>t  in. 
finenee  on  tbair  prodactlen.   Bat  of  thm 
sixty -two  cases  above  alluded  to  five  moat 
he  deducted,  th«'  history  l>ping  incomplete. 
There  remain  67,  and  in  them  the  syn»|k- 
tome  fint  nmniMad  tbemactrea  in— 

1  from  15  to  jHI. 

10  20tu29. 

10  ..  .'WJtoaa 

23  ..  40  to  19. 
3  dOtodO. 
1  .«  60  and  apwaidi* 

Thus  the  period  which  furnishes  tb« 
greatest  nnmhcr  is  from  40  to  ^  andMOCt 
tiwt  from  30  to  40. 

The  agcaof  the  palkBta  mban  ImmM, 
€omprii^  tba  wbale  ai^  aland  tkant^ 

90  to  29  . .  8. 
30  to  39  ..  IH. 
40  to  49  ..2^1. 
AOtodO  0. 

60  and  iij>wimls.5. 
Age  not  markodj  !• 

"ST 

f.  KfeetttfMmrrtagtand  Csffkey.— With 

n^gard  to  marriage  or  celiba<  y,  uf  of 
course  are  to  consider  ?i<  ninrried,  and 
daas  with  them  all  thoM.  lemuics  wbu  hare 
eohabitad.  Of  the  62  there  aia  fbnr,  with 
respect  to  whom  this  circumstance  not 
mentioned:  we  have,  therefore,  kft 'xi.  Of 
theee  64  were  married,  or  females  wbo  bad 
had  intercourse  :  4  only  were  ftmalfa  fna- 
snmed  not  to  hme  f  f»lmbited. 

3.  Ejects  of  ttciiiidit^  awl  SterUily, — Let 
na  next  tabe  the  opinion  of  Bnyle  with  re. 
spcct  to  sterility.  Wc  ha\e  only  :,\  in 
T^liom  this  cirriimstOQce  ia  iim  rtiimwi. 
and  they  stand  thus:— 

Bfarried  women,  having  had  from  1  ) 
toIOehildren  3!»>  tt 

Trnmarried.  ditto   3\ 

Married   womrTi.   havinir  bad   no  '\ 

child n*n    b(  ^ 

Unmarried  women  having  eohn.  f 

bited  without  having  ebildran .  l) 

Amon^  the  women  who  had  childrrn, 
tlie  trreat  majority  had  more  than 3 ;  maay 
had  J:  bcvcrui  liud  7,  ti,  or  10. 
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4  V^l^gtt  tftl^  tfotg  of  ifenstruatUmt^ 
irzmlMT  to  the  period  when  the  diaetae 
fUtRcDced  ..♦......•••••41 

jTt^cuiar  for  some  Team  prior  to  dtsenw  5 
IntfmiJLX  daring  tne  whole  period    .  .  6 
-  ^.lU",  bat  having  ha«l  IfiioorrhtFa 
^■jinK   13   venm:    UavinK  had  6 

,«ndticingaged48  1 

mmntiuntioo  onknown  ,  9 


These  datn  with  rqfard  to  memtrantion 

pMBt  knt  little  interest;  but  thusc  con* 
oKted  "With  the  ax^e,  the  state  as  to  mar- 
or  c«lib«c>,  aud  as  to  fecundity  or 
~  r  are  poMtire,  and  too  obviouA  to 
\ht^  £^  ahonld  be  pointed  out 


(The  pneMlinfr  l«etan  is  condented  bv 

teonriMioii  of  namerons  repetitinn<<  allien 
lenir  in  the  original.  We  have  taken 
Ota,  however,  u»  lop  off  nothing  bnt  the 
„  ^  gfowtbii  leafing  all  the  xett  nn- 

^-«.T»A1IB1>AT0R.] 


nSATM BKT  OF  IMPIJIMMATION 
OF  THE  LUNGS 
By  /«7ge  J)Imm  e^  TWtariHd  ilntfMMy« 


Tnr  f  'I  'wiiig  is  a  rcsnmc-  nf  tht-  (^x]»en- 
oKx  Dr.  Iklunareton  this*  subicct,  taken 
(Km  the  Oanette  M edieale,  wheraln  tho 
dctaib  are  pttbiiihed. 

.Vi  of  rn^cs  nf  acute  inflammation  of 
tbe  rt»pirau>ry  organs,  treated  between  the 
»h  ^Jnly,  l^lf  and  the  15th  of  Ja. 
aaary,  1833,  thirty -seven— viz.  pleurisies 
tnd  pleuro-pneumonies,  22;  pneiinjonies, 
12— which  is  about  tbe  rate  of  one  case  for 
cm  foniteen  days. 

Sttmnt. — Spring,  6  cases  $  ravuner,  8; 
aotnmn,  3 ;  winter,  20. 
Vmj. — VVumeu,  17;  men,  30. 
jlgf^  —  Among  tbe  feinalcs,  between 
Icn  and  twenty,  2 ;  between  twenty  and 
thirty,      between  thirty  and  forty,  4; 
between  forty  and  fifty,  2;  between  fifty 
•ad  sixty,  1  i  between  sixty  and  seventy,  2. 

\inonj?  the  males,  Wtwecn  ten  and 
twenty,  between  twenty  and  tbirtv,  3j 
between  tWrty  and  forty,  4 ;  between  forty 
«wififty,6;  between  sixty  and  seventy,  1. 

f^rnilti — Rw>vered,  34  ;  died,  3— viz.  a 
blind  idiotic  girl  and  paralytic  woman,  af- 
fretcd  for  a  long  time  with  organic  diseaM 
of  the  lungs ;  a  woman  who  was  dni  ncr  well 
when  some  oiht-s  medicine  was  substituted 
for  the  tartar  emetic,  unknown  to  Dr. 


ing  at  tbe  arm,  repeated  according  to  cir- 
comstauces.  in  the  uiun-'aged  and  feeble, 
theappUcntkmof  loeches  to  thedwst  wm 
preferred.  The  Butnm  poCloB  was  tdai. 
nistered  thus: — 

No.  !.— Distilled  Water,  Jr.;  Tartarized 
Antimony,  gr.  v.^  laudanum,  git.  v. 

No.  9.— Distilled  Water,  1v. ;  Tartwrixed 
Antimony,  gr.  vUi.;  Juaodnnuni«  gtt 

viij. 

3.— Distilled Watcr,3 v.;  Tartarixed 
Antimony,  gr.  xii.;  Landannm*  gtt. 

xvt. 

A  table- spooiilul  every  two  or  three  hours} 
cold  water  in  abundanee  during  the  inter- 
vals. 

As  the  disease  declines,  blisters,  s^uiUsy 

tec. 

PrtigretM  of  the  D»i«ai«.— Eleven  days  th« 
mean  duration.  Diaphovesli  it  the  eon* 
stmt  indication  of  the  medicine  acting 
favourably;  vomitini?  al<ine,  or  »urom- 
panied  by  purging,  fourteen  umcs  in 
thirty-tefen— vis.  in  el«?on  women  and 
three  men.  A  few  drops  of  laudanum 
RfHed  to  the  potion  overcomes  tliis  effect. 
At  other  times,  and  indeed  more  frequently , 
pniging  takes  plaoe  witfaoat  fomiting, 
and  without  aggnmUlag  the  piindpal 
affection. 

DMe$  of  AiUimony.^FTom  five  to  ifatty 
grains,  and  upwards,  in  three  days ;  mean 
quantity  during  the  treatment,  sixteen  to 
twenty  grains. 

Pr«eau(tofit.-»FMient  and  those  abont 
him  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  pro. 
hable  efleet  of  the  medicine,  otherwise  it 
is  apt  to  be  discontinued  in  tlic  absence  of 
tiie  pnictltioner. 

Inferrwe.—T&rifiT  emetic,  adininistt  n  d 
in  Inn^p  doses,  and  jndieiouMly  continued, 
with  auliphhigistics  and  derivatives,  is, 
to  aeate  inflammations  of  the  chest  whieh 
an  not  eomplicatcdi  what  4|uina  is  to  ague. 


tkieripiuni  of  the  Mfthtnl. — In  most  pa 
tients  who  arc  of  sangninctms  tempera- 
jnf  ut,thc  practice  commenced  with  a  bleed- 


ROTAL  INSTITUTION. 
Friday,  May  3,  1888. 


On  the  action  of  Limtt  CHrbonic  Acid,  and 

Waur,  M  soefc  othtr* 
This  tnbjeet  was  taken  up  at  a  short  no- 
lice,  and  treated  with  his  abilit>,  by 
Dr.  Faraday.  The  lecturer  began  by  giv- 
ing a  rapid  view  of  tbe  ahnndant  and  di. 
versified  sourcea  of  the  carbonate  of  lime 
in  nature;  whruro  be  procevded  to  notice 
the  mutual  action  ul  carbonic  acid  and 
lime  with  the  intervention  of  water,  shew- 
ing particularly  how  an  cxcesw  nf  i m  bonic 
acid  will  n  di^'^olvr  tlie  su^ndcd  carbo- 
nate, and  ciiliiiig  ihc  uttcntjon  of  the  an* 
dicncc  to  various  changes  effected  both  by 
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iMliiuv  and  Hi  in  oonteqaenoe  of  this 

property.  The  formation  of  stalactite? 
and  incrustations,  the  use  of  lime  as  a 
manure,  and  the  addition  of  the  same  sub- 
ttance  for  the  hardening  of  roads,  were 
a'lduct  tl  as  instances.  But  he  pointed  out 
the  curious  fact,  that  even  caustic  lime 
has  no  affinity  for  carbonic  acid  unless 
water  he  {trcscnt  as  an  intermediate  agent 
From  this,  Dr.  F.  proceeded  to  notice  the 
theory  which  is  found  in  ail  the  elementary 
works  on  chemistry,  relnttTe  to  the  forma- 
tion of  caustic  lime :  they  all  state  that 
the  effect  is  produced  by  cxpellinq:  Xhv  mr- 
bouic  acid  with  heatj  a  statement  \\hich 
is  imperfect,  and  calculated  to  mislead. 
Ikizclius  alone  seems  to  have  touched  upon 
the  true  theory,  and  notices  the  necessity 
which  there  is  in  the  process  for  the  pre- 
aenc«  of  water.  Pnithar,  the  lecturer  de- 
scribed the  extraordinary  affinity  of  carbo- 
nic acid  fot  Ume  when  chemically  oom- 
hined ;  no  degree  of  heat,  not  even  a  white 
beat,  being  suflicient  to  separate  them, 
unless  water  be  lulded.  Mr.  Brunei,  jnn. 
wheu  he  \vaiitc(i  a  large  supply  of  carbonic 
aeid,  attempted  to  procore  It  finom  the 
carbonate  of  lime  exposed  to  the  most 
violent  huxt  in  iron  retorts:  but  it  Mas  all 
in  vain,  until,  at  Dr.  Faraday's  sugges- 
tion, be  added  steam,  and  then  the  gas 
came  over  in  abundance.  The  ni^ency  of 
water,  in  essentiallv  aiding  the  expoliuon 
of  carbonic  acid,  does  not  seem  to  bare 
escaped  the  observation  of  Dr.  WoUaston  : 
hi'<  bint  to  Dr.  F.  for  procnrinjf  caustic 
iaue  shews  this :  "If  >(>u  want  to  procure 
iinw  fbr  the  laboratory  very  oanstlc,*'  nid 
he,  **  you  must  first  bum  it,  then  slake  it, 
and  then  burn  it  h'T^i'''  "  The  splendid 
tttperiments  of  Sir  Juuies  i^Iall,  who  was 
enabled  even  to  Aise  eaibonate  of  Ume,  ex- 
pos* d  to  a  violent  lieat  uiul'  r  jjreat  pres- 
sure, depended  on  this  jtriuciple:  and  in 
the  same  way  we  nii<;lit  account  for  the 

fireaenoe  of  ma^^scs  of  pure  carbonate  of 
ime  amt>n'^'  t!ir  vu1»  Tmifc;  tlirown  np  fujf 
of  voieanues,  though  such  a  fact  inif^ht 
seem  at  variance  ^th  another  bel  ..tging 
to  the  ame  source,  namely,  the  occnsioiml 
ooenrrence  of  native  caustic  in  volea- 
nic  districts.  Dr.  F.  meotiuued  that  a 
specimen  of  the  latter  i<Mi  flrom  the  Apett> 
nines  was  .snbmitti'<l  to  him  for  analysis 
by  Sir  H.  Davy  iu  the  year  iHlo,  and  a 

fa]>er  on  the  subiect  may  be  found  in  the 
nt  volnme  of  the  Jonmal  of  the  Royal 
Institution.  The  latter  part  of  this  inte- 
resting lectiure  wjus  cU  voted  to  an  account 
of  the  rarious  mellutds  of  lime-boming, 
with  remarks  on  their  liipective  merit  ^. 

Iu  the  library,  the  prcat  attraction  of 
the  evening  was  a  superb  display  of  war- 
like accoatrBmeats  and  arms,  frun  Catch, 
ia  Upper  Inda. 


ZOOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

Annual  Report. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  this  Society 
held  on  Monday,  29th  ult.,at  the  Royal  In 
stitution.  Lord  Stanley  in  the  4Amir»  the 
report  was  read,  fnun  which  wc  select  tht 
following  particulars.  *  There  are  at  pre- 
sent on  the  books  of  the  Society  8880 
Fellows,  22  foreign  members,  and  120 
corresponding   members.     The  number 
of  visitors  to  the  gardens  in  1832,  was 
218,685;    and  to   the  mosenm, 
The    admission    fees   and   aim  uJ  sub- 
scriptions during  the  lust  year,  auiount- 
ed  to  4312/.  8&;  and  for  admission  to  tlic 
; i rdens  during  tfie same  {h- riod ,  900 IL  IGt. 
hail  been  received  :  being  3058/.  more  than 
had  been  taken  in  1831.  Upon  a  division  on 
the  question,  whether  the  gardeni  should 
be  kept  open  all  day  on  Sundays,  or  closed 
till  after  one  o'clock  ?  the  former  propo. 
sition  was  udi>pted  by  a  considerable  watt' 
jority. 

M.  DESGENETTES. 
This  veteran  and  distinguished  professor 
was  recently  attacked  with  hcmiplef[ri<t» 
while  delivering  a  lecture.  ,\etive  mea- 
sures were  promptly  eraploved,  and  gootl 
hopes  are  entertained  of  his  speedy  re- 
coreiy. 
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NOTICES. 

Mr.  KiHiv's  Sketch  of  Medical  Hi.itorr 
is  inadauAtiiblt^  as  totalljr  destitute  of 
practical  internt 

For  much  the  same  reason  uc  an 
obliiic'd  ill  i](\Unv  .Mr.  Bm<n  Cl  trkes  pa- 
per (supplementary)  on  Cliuieni.  It  has 
oeen  retomed  to  the  address  fUrected, 
New  15  .  iu!  Street, 

Dr.  Hlacknwre's  commumcation  has 
reached  us. 

W.  Wilson*  Printer, 9kinaer*tttrtct|  Usdss* 
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J-ECTURES 


that  the  child  has  aeonstant  difficulty  of 

hreathinp:,  constantly  a  qnicTv  \nihe,  con- 
slant  heat,  and  U  exceedingiv  ill.  The 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  OF      disease,  althonprh  to  a  R^^^^^^^fJ***; 

nfrrkT^TVi;'  Ittodic,  and  soim times  almost  entirely  s.\ 

3JhI»K  llVb;  ^jjg  ^j^jjg^  hand,  i>ccasionnllv  in  a 

iMipend  mt  the  i^ndon  Uuivtniljft  high  dwfree  inflaminator)'.    X\  ht- u  il  Ij.-u 

iMen  iiiflaii»natoiy»aDd  the  child  ivcover  , 

Br  Pa.  EutOTtOM.  after  the  inflaanoatAT}' state  has  snhsidr«l, 

the  spasmodic  coiijrh  will  ficqneally  cou- 

tinue,  and  even  for  many  months. 

i\TCTrACi.'«  nir  Tiir  rHF^T  FmonUo^v  SviJiplumt.— The  first  notice 

DISEASLS  OF  THE  CHEST.  ^.^^^^  . .     ^^,.^1,^  occasioned  bj 

  the  extreme  violence  of  the  cough,  or  by  a 

tifM^vixr  rnrrrrf  hoop;  but  very  frequently  it  i«  not  no- 

Tnr  r.c'ct  disease  of  tvhicli  I  will  speak,  there  is  no  doubt  of  iln-  luiturf  of  the  di« 

vvhii.h  i*  very  much  allied  to  the  last  ease.    In  fact,  vou  are  ne  cr  justified  in 

ia  t^uji:  rcspcele,  i*s  hooping-cough.  saying  that  the  disease  exists  till  the  child 

ttumnU^pu —'This  disease  is  called,  In  hoops.     If  the   disease  prevails  in  the 

E'l^'li-^h,  hoi^fiing-ctr^'gh,  from  the  pecnlinr  ne  trhhourhood,  and  the  child  toughs  more 

Aoise  attendant  upon  the  ctiugb.  8oinetimcs  vi()icutlv  than  usual,  it  will  turn,  in  all 

it  ia  called  ehm^amgh,  beeavse  it  attacks  pvol)abi"litv,  us  people  say,  to  the  hooping- 

dnldnn  particularly,  and  chin^  I  supi>ose  cough.    liut  if  the  disca'^e  be  not  fully 

a  romiption  fi>T  ku.tl,  is  the  German  for  farmed,  one  cannot  ray  with  certainty  that 

child,    in  l.iiun  it  is  calle<l  <M»*i»— cough  i  it  is  the  di-simc  unless  the  child  hoops.  Of 

«r,  to  ahew  its  intensity,  pniutm-^mneh  the  disease  is  existing  extensively  in  the 

tough.  neighbourhood. 

— This  disease  is  casilv  known       Bronchitis  tuna////  present  when  it  provtt 

when  it  has  been  once  seen.    There  are  fatal. — If  the  bronchitis  be  yiolent,  or  if  it 

•ceasifliially  fits  of  violent  couk'hing,  with  'continue,  not  violently,  but  for  alength  of 

short  expirations— a  volley  of  thrm,  tmd  time,  tlu- child  may  die.    As  n  mere  srias- 

then  one  dc«p,  loi^»  hooping,  crowing  modic  affection,  it  does  not  generally  de- 

iDspiration;  and  th<»e  are  many  times  re.  stroy  life.   In  the  gfreater  nnmber  of  cases 

ported.   A  quantity  of  viscid  phlegm  is  where  chiidreadie,  there  is  a  violent  bfon- 

ipi*  lip,  and  very  often  the  child  vdnits.  chitis,  or  an  extcnsivi'  hr<.i)rhiiis,  and  a 

The  C4mgh  is  exceedingly  severe,  every  violent  or  extensive  iuliammation  of  the 

miude  is  pat  into  action,  the  fhee  grows  tnbstance  of  the  Inngs. 
fad.  the  eyes  ntn,  and  then  in  an  instant       Moihid  Ai>pntruiire«. — On  opening  chil- 

the  child,  althotic:h  nppfliently  abont  to  be  dnn  who  have  ditd  of  this  disease,  yott 

strangled,  unable  to  stand,  runs  about  and  occasionally  find  very  little  the  matter  in 

plays  as  if  notibinf  were  the  matter  with  the  Inngs,' and  the  child  may  liaTedied 

oim.   This  is  vc  n-  commonly  seen,  and  from  something  t!se ;  for  the  disease  has  a 

th^  CQOgh  will  come  on  day  after  day.    .^t  great  tendency  to  produce  hydrocephalus— 

fir*i  there  is  cc^nerally  some  cala.^rh  and  to  produce  convnlsions,  and  varion^  affec- 

hnnchitis  with  it,  aiid  this  is  of  various  tions  of  the  bead,  .<inch  as  we  see  in  chll- 

irtcnsitv  as  well        thr  ron.(h.    Some  drrn.    It  is  r)nf' (»f  the  r»rfnt  calamities  at- 

liritr^lheUronchitisisvcry  considerable,  so  tending  the  disease,  that  the  effects  of  i I 

•2»&.— xn.  0 
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are  so  fatal.  There  is  such  couuuuetl  dif- 
ficulty of  bi«athing,  such  violent  cough, 
that  it  overstrains  the  vessels  of  tile  htMf 
orer  distends  them,  and  the  conwqiienw  is 
such  irritation  of  the  head,  sucli  congestion 
of  the  head,  that  hydroeephalus  oontimi* 
ally  occurs,  f  VtMi^v  that  violent  cnuijhint? 
will  overstrain  the  vessels  of  the  head  and 

f>roduce  great  mischief ;  for  I  saw,  not 
ong  ngo,  an  infftnt  that  had  never  been 
well  from  themf>mpnt  that  it  had  consj^hed 
violently:  it  was  so  strained  that  the  pa- 
lents  fancied  It  wonld  die  from  time  to 
time;  from  the  instant  of  theeonghiog, 
the  head  drooped,  convulsions  came  on, 
and  it  ultiinutcly  died  of  convulsions,  al- 
though it  was  very  weU-^haTin|r  compara- 
tively nothing  the  matter  v,  ith  it  (at  least 
with  the  head),  ha\ing  only  a  common 
cough  at  first,  such  as  other  children  in 
the  family  had  -  till  It  wts seized  with  this 
violent  rnu.;h.  Thits  yon  sec  children  dy- 
ing from  hooping  cough,or  rather  from  the 
effects  of  it  than  ftom  the  disease  itself, 
and  yet,  after  death,  you  can  discover  very 
little  in  the  Itint^s.  But  frc«jiient)v,  s^c 
nerally  indct  d,  mx  cxaniimug  liie  iun^s 
vou  tii'id  a  large  quantity  of  mncm  in  the 
tronchia» ;  you  find  the  mricon'?  membrane 
red,  thick,  soft,  and  pulpy,  and  increased 
in  thickness,  so  that  there  is  clearly  bron- 
chitis. You  also  frcqnently  find  Uic  lungs 
very  solid;  the  air  cells  have  become  in 
flamed,  and  they  are  very  much  hcpatized. 
I  hare  opened  children  who  have  died  of 
this  dtsease,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
lungs  have  been  like  liver;  they  did  not 
colla])se,  and  on  pressing  them  you  could 
scarcely  diminieh  their  hnllc  in  the  least. 
When  these  circumstances  take  jdact-,  on 
listening  to  the  chest  you  hear  the  common 
signs  of  bronchitis — you  hear  the  silvery 
rattle  which  occurs  in  the  breathing  of 
adults,  anci  y  u  hear  the  breathing  exces- 
sively loud  and  rough  throoghoat  the  chest. 

Jlttniiton. — The  oiMa^e  may  destroy  a 
child  in  two  or  three  w^ks,  or  it  may  not 
destroy  it  for  many  weeks ;  but  after  the 
disease  has  lasted  lor  six  or  eight  weeks, 
it  generally  gives  w  ay ;  it  seldom  contintice 
lonirer.  Children,  however,  from  the  very 
^li^htest  viA(\,  are  apt  to  hnnp  ftijain. 
8ouie  will  hoop  the  greater  part  of  a 
twelvemonth,  and  some,  when  they  have 
once  had  the  disease,  if  they  <  ateh  a  severe 
cold,  at  a  more  distant  period  even  than 
that,  will  be  observed  to  hoop. 

Mmt  frequently  attack*  ChUdren.'^lt  affects 
cliiMn  II  h\  fur  the  mrmt  fn-quently  ;  but  it 
will  also  affect  adults.  I  heard  that  the 
late  Archbishop  of  Canterhnty  had  it  a 
short  time  before  he  died. 

Frrrju^iittii  Fpidrmir.  —  It  is  frequently  nn 
epidemic  disease.  It  does  not  in  geufrral 
occur  more  than  once,  excepting  in  a  more 
spasmodic  form*  when  the  parte  are  thrown 


into  such  a  conditiim  as  to  produce  hoop- 
ing, although  the  real  disease  does  not 
return. 

Cuus«%, — It  is  supposed  by  some  to  de- 
pend on  a  specific  contagion  ;  some  deny 
this,  but  others  assert  it.  I  was  alvnajnc 
tnnjjht  that  this  was  its  source,  and  I 
never  thought  of  doubting  it ;  but  others 
have  done  so,  and  I  snppose  they  have  a. 
reason  for  it. 

Any  irritation  whatever  will  prnrolce  a 
paroxysm  when  a  patient  has  the  disease. 
If  a  cnlld  he  put  in  a  passion,  or  yonmowe 
it  about  t(nielvly.  or  i^ive  it  any  thing  ati- 
mnlatinp,  iheii  a  paroxysm  n  ill  take  place. 
There  may  be  various  excitiuK  causes  of  m 
paroxysm,  although  the  peculiar  exeltiii|ic 
causc  of  the  <li^ea.se,  I  presume,  is  only 
one— either  a  specific  contagion  or  some- 
thing peculiar. 

When  a  child  vomits,  it  is  generally 
considritd  n  ^oo(\  sign.  If  there  b«^  no 
vomiting  with  tlic  cough,  it  is  observed  hy 
thoee  who  have  most  experienoe  that  the 
child  gets  worse.  JDr.  Gregory  knew  a 
lady  who  never  hooped  in  thf  disea<te,  and 
llierefore  it  was  hardly  hooping  cough,  but 
she  always  fainted,  'fbc  disease  prevailed 
in  the  family,  anil  stu  liad  as  violent  a 
couffh  as  the  rest,  but  at  the  time  she 
ought  to  have  hooped,  she  fainted. 

Dang  fir  in  pmpotfton  to  Mhtr  5ynipf«fM.<— 
The  (lanqfer  is  in  prnportion  to  the  nth<^r 
svmptoms— that  is  to  say,  the  affection  of 
tne  nead,  aad  the  symptoms  of  bronehltia 
and  peripneumonia;  and  of  course  there 
is  more  danger  the  yonnaerthe  chihl  is. 
It  is  a  very  dangerous  disease  when  it  oc- 
curs in  infhnts.  Those  who  suppose  that 
the  disease  arises  from  contagion,  consider 
that  it  i.s  hitent,  from  a  few  days  to  a  fen- 
weeks  ;  and  they  suppose  that  the  disease 
itielf,  when  it  occurs  in  an  individual,  is 
not  capable  nf  eomnmnic  atiuq;  contagion 
beyond  a  mtmth  or  six  weeks,  just  as  is 
the  case  with  other  contagions  diseases, 
ffonorrhoea,  for  example,  after  a  certain 
lapse  of  time,  although  nolxidy  will  ren- 
ture  to  tix  the  period,  is  not  contagious. 

Treatmmt. — ^The  treatment,  gcntlemeUt 
of  hooping  cough  is  two4bld— as  it  re- 
spects the  intiammator^  condition  of  the 
parte,  and  the  spasmodic 

At  fVfMpirlj  the  infiammaonf  Sfeats.— The 
nxost  important  thing  by  far  is  to  remedy 
the  indummatory  state- the  bronchitis  or 
peripneumonia.  '  If  it  be  found  that  there 
is  a  constant  oppression  of  the  breathing, 
with  spasmncfic  attack^,  and  a  vinlcTit 
cough  at  times,  an  accelerated  pulse,  to. 
gether  with  pyrexia,  sonorous,  sibilous, 
and  crepi tons  rattle,  it  will  be  evident 
that  there  is  inflammation  of  the  brciuhi:© 
or  tne  substance  of  the  lungs— the  tabes, 
or  the  air  cells,  or  both;  of  course  that 
must  be  remedied  in  the  usual  way.  You 
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mi«:ht  all  ttic  anti-tpaiiiuodics,  ail  the 
mic«»tics,  and  all  the  mtdleitw*  that  are 
appoaad  to  have  a  dinet  inflaeSM  «f er 

*?t35Tn,  and  vet  H  *  no  i^od  ;  in  fact,  yon 
woid  make  the  pan  tut  worse,  and  if  na- 
rmmmrrewMt  to  g<K  the  better  of  yon,  and 
cwn  the  indiridual,  there  is  every  proba- 
fetity  that  grreat  mischief  would  be  done, 
it  IS  thefelAre  highly  important  to  ascer< 
Mb  the  cadflleBce  of  iniaammation,  and 
TrTnedv  it,  if  pfjssihle,  in  thr  ustinl  wny  — 
takings  biotMl  from  the  neighbourhood 
ihe  chest,  occasionally  by  bleedinf^  in 
IW  afiD,  if  the  patient  be  old  enou|ch, 
hmt  particularly   by   hn-n]  hlftflnijr,  the 
cxiubition  of  mercury  and  ul  emetics.  In 
tte  fTcMcsr  number  of  caiea,  the  inflam- 
BatioD  is  such  as  will  vicld  to  the  appli- 
cation  of  a  few  leecliesand  the  exhibition 
of  emetics ;  hut  it  is  of  great  um;  likewise 
It  dear  o«t  the  bowels  by  calomel  at  the 
«me  time,  provided  the  inflninmation  is 
an^ere,  and  to  give  it  steadily  in  small  and 
nycated  doaes.    The  inflammation  is  fn- 
^aeadir  not  so  severe  but  that  an  emetic 
errrr  dav.  or  niifht  jithI  inftmin<>;,  will  be 
Iband  iiu&cient  for  all  the  purposes  of  re- 
mtdyini^  the  Vroaehitit ;  suit  I  would  not 
tmsi  to  it  in  severe  cases.   The  warm- 
♦t^tb.  tr»o,  in  this,  as  in  most  diseases  of 
chddrcn,  is  of  essential  service.     It  is 
Aoofht  by  eome  that  the  fHctlonof tartar- 
emrtir  ointment  orer  the  chest  is  more 
useful  than  the  application  of  bli^iter^i. 
1  rather  feel  disposed  to  think  that  is  the 
eaMe,  and  that  blisterB  are  not  of  very  great 
utility  in  tin-  afTtction. 

You  will  find  it  of  very  great  impor- 
tance not  to  allow  ehtldren  to  overload  the 
stomach ;  for  after  meals  the  cough  is  ge- 
nerally much  more  tmnblesome  than  be- 
iure.   7'he  food  should  be,  of  course,  when 
thore  Is  any  inflaaunation,  exceedingly 
li^ht,  ufT<>r<liiii?  stareely  any  nourisihment, 
and  the  pati(  at  should  not  be  allowed  to 
distend  the  .sU.»ua€h  with  liquids.  During 
the  wholu  period  of  the  difease,  even 
whrn  the  inflammati  ri  is  n'one,  y«'u  will 
find  it  of  use  to  let  the  loud  which  is  given 
be  very  compendious— not  to  be  bulky. 
It  it  also  of  great  use  in  the  disease  to 
prevent  fhiMrm  from   moving  about  a 
^reat  deal,  tor  running  will  IVcuuently  ex- 
cite tbe  cough ;  and  it  it  alto  of  great  ate 
to  keep  the  child  quiet  mentally,  for  a  fit 
of  pawon  will  bring  on  a  violent  cnntrl,. 
The  brunehitiii  will  sometimes  couuuue 
for  a  great  length  of  time.  The  breatliing 
will  Ik  difficult  for  sonu  i,\  ( i  Ks— thore  will 
lie  more  or  less  of  Itvenshness,  and  the 
child  will  waste  away  j  but  by  the  steady 
employment  of  aatipblogittie  regimen, 
'^•i'^  a  moderately  open  state    of  the 
bowels,  man?  cashes  will  do  exceedingly 
HfU,  BOtwitnstanding  the  bronchitis  may 


ouutinue,  though  not  in  a  violent  degree, 

for  some  time 

As  it  revpteU  lAt  .9fam»ik  Cmditim, — 

Next  to  thr  rrii|>loyment  of  rii:'  tif  %ou 
will  find  narcotics  of  very  coui^idcrable 
ate.  Emetica  will  not  care  the  disease, 
because  there  ia,  in  many  eases,  violent  in- 

flammntinn,  and  you  mnst  treat  that  in 
the  usual  way  i  but  there  is  hardly  a  case 
of  hooping-congh  that  will  not  be  much 
mitit^ntffi  l)v  Tin  ctintlniu-d  use  of  iiut  tics, 
and,  in  tlic  tirst  instance,  a  large  number 
of  cases  may  be  trusted  to  it  and  the  ad- 
minittration  i>f  narootiet.  Prottic  acid  it 
very  useful  in  tliis  complaint;  not  in  snbo 
doing  influumiation,  but  in  itubduin^  the 
tendency  to  congh.  Yon  may  give  it  to 
the  yoongest  child,  but  of  course  it 
should  be  in  a  small  quantity  :  if  the  child 
be  young,  you  ma^  put  one  minim  to  one 
or  two  onnoet  of  umond  ennltion  {  one 
tea  "^ju'onful  of  which  will  sometimes  be 
found  as  much  as  is  proper.  This  is  one 
of  the  most  convenient  modes  of  exhibit- 
ing it;  and  from  the  ^ixtcl•nth  to  the 
fourth  of  a  minim  may  lu-  n  t!iree  or 
four  times  a  day.  Alter  tiie  dista.M:  has 
faulted  tome  time,  ^ou  will  find  opium  more 
or  less  useful,  given  in  a  small  (juantity* 
I>ovcr's  powder  is  one  of  tlic  best  forms. 
The  extitict  of  eoniuui  and  hyuscyaiuus 
may  be  given  in  email  dotet,  rehbed  up 
in  mixtures  or  emulsions;  but  I  tliiiik 
prussic  acid  is  one  of  the  best  things,  it 
will  not  cure  the  disease ;  it  hus  no  specific 
power  over  it,  more  than  any  other  nur 
cotic,  but  it  doe*  remedy  spasmodic  irri- 
tation of  the  air  passages  exceedingly  well, 
and  very  often  better  tliaa  otiier  narootkt» 
After  a  certain  time  hat  elapsed,  and  no 
bronchitis  exists,  or  to  slight  a  degree  of 
it  that  it  requires  no  inflammatory  treats 
meat,  but  there  it  rather  debility  and  irri. 
tation  of  the  air  passages  than  any  thing 
else,  tonics  may  be  given ;  and  various 
metallic  tonics  have  frequently  been  em- 
ployed. I  do  not  know  that  any  one  it  to 
good  as  iron ;  it  seems  to  me  to  be  the 
best  we  have.  The  sulphate  is  a  form  in 
which  the  medicine  may  be  given  very  con 
veniently  to  children,  aittolved  in  varioiit 
mixture;  and  ^hoy  arc  fond  of  sweet 
things,  the  carbon  may  be  verv  easily 
given  them,  mixed  with  treacle.  I  am  not 
aware  that  it  exerts  a  particular  power 
over  the  cough,  but,  when  the  disease  ha^ 
existed  some  time,  you  will  find  such  rc- 
medice  very  aseAil. 

Some  persons  place  a  great  reliance 
upon  friction— some,  external  applicntion; 
and  nureolicM  are  frequently  introduced 
into  it  1  believe  that  a  very  good  remedy 
is  a  (|naek  medicinr,  t  ailed  Roche's  embro- 
cation. Any  stimulant  not  suflicient  to 
ab.ade  the  cuticle  and  produce  inflamma- 
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tion,  if  it  have  unitea  with  it  4  qoAlltity 
of  opium,  yon  will  find  exceedingly  ler* 

Ticenblr.  Friction  nlon^  the  spine  is  ]mr- 
tirnlu  ly  recommended.  After  a  time, 
tliere  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  use  of  the 
cold  shnwer  hath;  but  one  of  the  best 
thinj^  is  change  of  air :  every  old  v.  o- 
man  says  so,  and  I  believe  they  arc  per- 
fectly right.  I  have  Icnown  (and  so  every 
one  must  have  done)  many  cases  where  the 
cough  continued  in  spite  of  nil  the  medi- 
cines that  could  be  i^i  ( n,  and  all  the  phv- 
ti^Mu  that  eould  prescribe  tbem,  tfU 
the  residence  wns  changed,  and  then  the 
cough  Bijeedily  diminished.  This  will  not 
do  good  at  the  beginning;  is  is  only  when 
tbe  disease  b«s  existed  some  time,  and  is 
disposed  to  ccn- 1\  that  you  fintl  a  ehnn^ 
of  air  will  cause  it  to  disappear  better 
than  any  thing  else.  Tbe  inhalation  of 
tar  ftimee  has  been  leeommcoded;  but  as 
these  are  acrid,  it  would  he  a  wrong  prac- 
tice daring  tbe  inflammatory  stage,  but 
wben  the  disease  beeomss  merely  spasmo- 
die  they  may  be  of  use.  The  mode  of 
employin-r  the  tar  is  to  p»it  it  in  a  pipkin 
in  tbe  ruoui,  and  let  the  iamci>  OAceud  £o  as 
to  impregnate  the  air.  In  doing  this,  great 
care  should  be  trxken  that  the  rninr<;  are 
not  too  strong, or  they  will  cause  irritation, 
instead  of  subduing  it ;  but  it  is  a  remedy 
that  is  of  great  nee.  T  dare  tay  eblorine, 
tned  about  the  room  in  the  same  way, 
would  be  beneficial;  but  great  care  is  re- 
qoired  not  to  use  tbeee  things  Co  the  dc^pree 
of  producing  irritation. 

'I'his  is  a  very  troublesome  dii^ensc  to 
treat.  You  may  save  life  bv  i»ubduing  in- 
flammation, bot  with  regard  to  fcm«^ng 
the  complaint  you  may  find  yourself  very 
much  battled.  Much  good,  however,  may 
he  done,  with  respect  to  tlie  spa.<«modic 
part  of  the  affection,  by  good  manage- 
ment— giving  light  food,  and  a  very  mnde 
rate  exhibition  of  narcotics;  but  above 
all*  pntsrie  aeld :  its  exhibition  is  not  very 
saUsfactory,  though  I  am  persuaded  it  is 
more  •saUmctofy  tbaa  that  of  any  other 
narcotic. 

SPASMODIC  COUCH. 

There  is  a  congh  which  yoii  everrnow 
and  then  sec,  not  hoopiiig-coagh,  bat 
what  may  be  termed  tpamtoUt  eeufh. 

This  alT»  clion  is  perhaps,  united  with  a 
degree  of  inf!nnmiation,  or  perhaps  not ; 
but  if  it  be  umied  wiiti  aiiiummatiou,  it 
is  oat  of  all  proportion  to  it.  I  believe 
t!)is  is  what  is  meant  by  spa^^^mndie  rough. 
I  have  seen  a  few  instances  of  a  mu&t  vio- 
lent  cough,  tearing  persons  in  pieces,  lilce. 
hoopteg-cough,  but  etill  It  was  not  aoop* 
ing  congh;  and  it  occurred  in  adults. 

rraattneiir. — In  this  disease,  I  know  that 
iron  is  by  fbr  the  best  remedy;  I  have 
coied  flteiy  ease  wluch  I  have  tsen  of  it 


by  the  exhibition  of  the  carbonate  of  irozL. 
In  many  of  Uiese  eases  there  is  no  indica. 
tion  for  bleeding,  yet,  if  the  piiticiit  Tie 
robust,  it  may  be  expedient  to  bleed  in 
the  first  instance ;  but  I  have  always 
treated  sncb  cases  with  the  carbonato  of 
iron,  and  wi*h  great  Bucce^«.  Tn  tvcry 
case  where  the  cough  is  out  of  proportion 
to  the  inHammation,  or  there  is  an  organie 
state  (even  consumption),  you  will  find 
iron  to  be  the  best  remedy.  Mary  rasea 
attended  by  cough  and '  expeeioration^ 
whieh  have  been  mistaken  for  phthiaia, 
have  given  way  to  this  remedy. 

NERVOUS  COUGIL 

I  have  now  and  tlu  n  seen  a  very  extra- 
ordinary cou^h  in  youn;;  women.  All 
very  extraordinary  cartes,  independent  of 
orgaaie  disease,  are  to  be  seen  in  yotinif 
wniTicn.    Cases  are   continnaily  seen  in 
youug  women,  of  so  extraordinary  a  nature, 
that  you  would  not  believe  in  meir  acco. 
nicy,  if  yott  merely  read  them  in  books.  I 
recollect  very  well  seeing  a  young  lady, 
single, — these  cases  almost  all  occur  in 
single  ladies,— who  oomplained,  that  every 
time  she  inspired  she  coughed,  night  and 
day.    She  breathed  slowly,  but  when  the 
time  came  for  expiration  slie  coughed ;  but 
nothing  was  spit  np,  and  on  listening  to 
the  ( In  st  tliere  was  nothing  pr  temntural 
to  be  lieard.  She  had  coughed  in  that  way 
for  nionthi.  At  first  it  was  quiet  v^hen  sho 
slept,  but  when  I  saw  her  it  wonid  not  al- 
low her  to  sleep.    I  did  her  no  gntul,  and 
what  became  of  her  X  did  not  hear,  it  was 
the  most  eatraordiaaiy  case  I  ever  saw^ 
She  took  the  inspirations  slowly,  but  when 
the  time  came  for  her  to  expire  it  was  a 
violent  cough.   I  have  no  dunbt  bnt  that 
it  was  a  nereons  codgh ;  that  it  did  not 
depend  uiM)n  any  inflammatory  or  organie 
disease,  and  that  it  would  cease  entirely 
of  iL&eli'in  tlie  imt&l  sudden  manner.  Oc- 
casionally ftmalee  will  have  a  baiking 
couirh ,   sometime?  a  violent  spasmod  c 
cough,  such  as  i  have  now  described,  only 
modified  in  various  ways,  so  that  they 
will  make  enrious  sounds— dirieking,— 
all  sort«!  of  strange  noises — nnattended  hy 
organic  disease,  apparcnily  arising  from  a 
mere  sefvous  derangement  of  the  peita 
The  jHUnre  of  these  nflcctions  altogellier  I 
have  aot  been  able  to  asoertain 

OBOAMIC  niSBASBS  OF  THB  LrNfiS. 

PHTHISIS  PULMOKAUS. 
The  first  i>r:nTi!r-  diM-  n^r  v.-^ich  I  shall 
mention — t^ne  in  wlaeh  unfortunately  we 
can  do  little  or  no  good,  and  which  causes 
more  destruction  in  this  conntiy  than  any 
other  affwtiMn  whatever— i";  cnnsnmptloB. 
1  shall  couiinence,  not  by  descriliing  the 
symptoms,  bat  tiie  changes  of  stamctue 
whieh  take  place  in  the  lung  itself. 
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Ktrm^jt'tv.  —  Tlii*  disease  is  called  in 
oumnuoA  iangUBX^  coniumpiion^  ur  pulttu>nut\y 
iiiiiiiwgifiiw  ;  and  in  medical  language  phthi' 

r>L^imomilii,  or  &iiuplv  t>lirhuh,  pulinonalis 
mroi^  understood.  The  word  is  darired 
(nm  ^dtw  and  wtvftmp. 

ihjinuion. — This  disease  is  apparently  of 
t  scroful  lus  nature;  the  suh-^^^fnnt'c  which  is 
^posited  ia  precisely  thai  which  takes 
|bee  in  parta  when  we  enj  tbej  laboar 
■nder  ecrofaUu  Some  ha.e  made  varieties 
in  phth!!^i?*,  bei'ii^  tulM-rcnlar  <»rnot;  but 
\n  phtlmis  is  now  lueaut,  uut  an  okera- 
ttsB  of  tbe  Innff,  btit  a  serofalous  disease 
of  the  lunj^,  which  may  produce  ulceration, 
an*]  which  will  produce  ulienition,  if  it 
cotttiQuc  long  enough.  Uut  ulcerutiou  not 
csoBcetod  wMi  tbte  dteeaia  is  not  called 
r-'n*n]nj>!i'>n.  An  abscess  may  he  formed 
from  common  inflaoimaiion,  rare  as  it  is  j 
Wt  that  is  not  called  phthbie— f  t  would  be 
celled  eiaply  an  abscess  in  the  longs,  or 
By  phthisis  is  meant  a  deposition 
of  a  scrofuioas  sul»tance  in  the  lung,  and 
«&  the  oigaole  ehanne  to  which  its  fn- 
sesae,  or  the  state  wbich  pvodnces  its  piv- 
sence,  give  rise. 

2And»  in  whuh  the  depadlion  take*  place  — The 

dspoBtiePy  in  this  disease  takes  place  in 

nunuie  grannlrs  wliich  are  ifrt  vish,  semi- 
transparent,  and  pretty  firm,  lying  close  to 
each  olht^r  over  a  certain  space  in  the  sub- 
staaoo  of  the  Inngi.  Although  at  firrt  they 
lie  di'^tinrt  from  each  other,  yet  they  are 
cigsei  ih«y  increase  in  size,  and  tbcy  like- 
wiee  ufecreaee  in  nnmber;  and  ae  they  iD> 
erease  in  this  twofold  manner  they  of 
course  approximate ;  le«;«!  npace  exists  be- 
tween them  i  they  coalesce,  and  form  a 
naita.    When  they  increase  in  else  and 
Bamher  tht  y  possess  less  semi  transparency 
—  they  become  opatjue  and  yollovv.  This 
cLaa.'c  is,  lirbt  obseried  either  at  the  centre 
or  on  some  part  of  the  surfhoe ;  and  fh»m 
the  point  at  which  it  conrnfTires  it  ijra 
daaUv  pcr\ades  the  whole  tubercle,  as  it  is 
called.    When  ther  are  to  few  that  they 
mcreaAe  consideruhlv,  ^ach  tubercle  seldom 
exceeds  the  size  of  an  almond;  but  the 
Masses  produced  by  the  aggregation  may 
hs  rcr%'  loige.  f  hafe  often  seen  ihe  whon 
ef  one' lobe  of  the  lung,  and  once  I  saw  the 
whole  of  one  lung,  converted  into  a  solid 
miicrcular  mass.    It  is  right,  however,  to 
BKntion,  that  Laennec  conceives  that  the 
tnbereulardepositi m  in  <uch  n  ease  as  this, 
where  the  whole  lung  or  a  lobe  has  become 
a  tabercular  mass,  has  taken  place  in  a 
diAued  manner;  that  there  has  not  been 
a  formation  of  distim  t  vi  paratc  tubercles, 
bat  the  substance  was  didosed  in  the  tex- 
taie  of  the  Inng ;  and  he  calls  this  mode 
of  deposition  luberaUar  infiUration.  Whe- 
ther he  Is  right  or  not  I  do  not  pretend  to 
My. 

Skapt  af  A§  TUvrrtof  end  tlu  MhMt  jeni  in 


uhich  theu  occur. — The  shftpe  of  the  tuber, 
cies  m  round  and  ruiiiur  o^ul;  and  this 
might  incline  us  to  suspect  that  their  eitaa. 
tioii  is  t!ic  air  <  t  IN  That  they  may  b« 
formed  within  the  air  passages  is  proved 
by  the  disinsection  of  glandercd  horses  by 
Dupuytren  and  Andral,  in  which  the  bnm* 
chiul  tuhe5  were  filled  with  granules,  mix- 
ed with  pas  and  tabercular  substance. 
Henee  it  ii  dear  that  these  snhctaaeei 
may  be  found  in  tlx  air  passages;  and 
Andral  says,  that  he  also  found  a  tubereu 
lar  mass  in  tiie  minute  twigs  of  the  bron- 
chim, where  no  ulceration  existed)  of  conrae, 
therefore,  tlie  deposit  may  be  fonncd  in  the 
air  cells.  Many  hare  said  that  this  depo- 
sition take^  place  in  the  cellular  membrane 
of  the  longs;  but  when  we  consider  its  si* 
tnation,  and  consider  tlmt  it  Innnd  in 
the  minute  bronchial  twigs,  and  not  lead- 
ing  to  ulceration,  it  it  pfohahle  that  it  ia 
formed  in  the  air-cdls.  Cruveilhier  saye» 
that,  after  injecting  mercury  into  the  bron- 
chiae  of  a  living  animal,  he  found  each  glo* 
bole  of  the  metal  enrroonded  l^a  concrete 
substance,  formed  of  white  granules,  in  va- 
rious  parts  of  tiie  lune:«i.  By  injecting  the 
mercury  into  tlie  broiichia;  it  only  reached 
the  air-cells,  and  be  aften^ards  found  gra- 
nulcs,  fo'-mf  ]  nf  tubercular  suhstanrc, 
around  tl)e  globulen  of  mercury.  2Sull  it  is 
to  be  remembered  that  a  similar  effect  is 
produced  in  the  cellular  membrane  by  in- 
jecting mercury  intf»  nii  artery,  and  that 
Hakes,  precisely  similar  to  those  in  the 
lungs,  are  eeen  in  the  epleen,  and  in  the 
cellular  membrane  of  various  parts.  I  will 
not  therefore  take  upon  myself  to  pro- 
nouncc  whether  the  tubercles  exist  in  the 
one  or  the  other.  They  mav  exist  in  both ; 
but  there  are  ai^nments  on  botli  sidi's. 

Softening  nf' the  Tuhirrlci. — After  a  long'cr 
or  sborter  time  the  tubercular  mass  softens, 
and  generally  flnt  in  the  centre,  and  the 
pITcatcr  part  becomes  a  fluid  rcstmbling 
pus,  particles  of  the  original  solid  and  fri- 
able deposit  being  seen  In  the  midst  of  it 
The  lining  membrane,  and  sometimee  in> 
deed  the  two  meni'imrH's,  which  arc  (vmli- 
nually  found  around  the  deposition,  like- 
wise secretes  put.  Long  after  the  tnberele 
is  gone,  the  membrane  which  surrounds  it 
continues  to  secrete  pus,  and  the  cavity  en- 
larges by  ulceration.  The  openings  of  the 
bronchiae,  and  the  bronchial  branchei'^ 
whirli  had  hen  lost  by  the  deposit  sur- 
rounding thcui,  blocking  them  up,  com- 
pressing  them,  and  caanng  them  to  ulce. 
rate— are  seen  opening  into  the  cavity  of 
the  abscess  nn  nil  'JiMrK.     ]<anfls  of  pttlmo- 

nary  substance,  and  blo<Hi-ve&sels,  shrunk 
and  obliteraled,  are  eeen  leading  acroee  the 

cavity,  with  tubercular  deposit  upon  them, 
while  a  great  number  of  blonr!  vrssels  are 
completely  obUterate<l,  and  run  tlattened 
along  the  sidee. 
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Tubrrclet  u$ucUtf  commevre  tit  tht  tuperior 
fan  qf  the  Lung$,^Whiit  uome  tubercles 
areaavaaced  to  this  degree  in  one  part, 
yon  will  find  others  less  advanced,  and 

others  agnin  exccedinj^ly  minute — Imvinj^ 
been  recently  formed — both  at  a  distance 
snd  in  the  nelghbonfliood.  Yon  will  eee 
them  in  all  degrees  in  all  states,  in  the 
fumcltin^;  but  it  is  an  established  fact, 
thai  lu  by  lar  the  m^ority  of  instances  the 
{{TCatest  deriatioiiB  mm  a  healthy  struc- 
ture exist  at  the  superior  part  of  the  lungs, 
and  the  first  tubercles  are,  in  the  greater 
number  of  inatanccs,  deposited  there.  The 
reason  why  there  is  the  greatest  devasta- 
tion tit  fhc  upper  part  of  the  lung,  is  be- 
cause tile  tubercles  are  first  deposited  there. 
In  proportion  to  the  dnration  of  the  tuber- 
cle,  in  general,  is  the  change  it  has  under- 
gone ;  and  if  tuberelex,  tlierefore,  be  depo 
sited  in  the  upper  part  tirst,  you  will 
oxpeot  tho  thira  atage  to  be  anived  at 
there  sooner  than  at  the  other  parts. 

Probable  rtam.m  of  it. — The  reason  of  the 
tubercles  being  first  deposited  in  the  supe- 
rior part  b  not  known,  unless  it  be  that  tlie 
8U|>erior  port  of  the  chest  is  more  expo-^t  d 
to  theviciiiftitudesof  temperature  than  other 
narts.  It  certainly  is  a  &et,  with  respect 
Doth  to  males  and  females,  that  the  upper 
part  of  the  lungs  is  less  covered  by  dress 
tlian  the  lower.  In  ladies,  and  in  women 
of  all  kinds,  theneek  is  bare,  and  so  is  the 
upper  part  of  ihe  chest ;  and  with  regard 
to  ourselves,  we  have  tlie  breast  more  oj>en 
than  we  are  below,  exceptiug  s»ince  tlie 
close  square  waistcoats  have  come  into 
fa.sliion  ;  but  w  hether  this  w  ill  explitin  the 
circumstance  1  will  not  pretend  to  say. 

SHfffnmen  of  opinum  a»  Utwhidt  Lung  is 
mttl  irffeeUiL — Some  hare  made  ohserva 
ti«»ns  upon  which  lung  i«  most  uflVeled 
with  tubercles;  Laennec  says  the  right, 
but  the  majority  of  auUiors  say  the  lelt  I 
have  never  nuide  any  obsen'ations  on  the 
matter;  but  as  I.iicnnec  says  the  right,  and 
the  majority  of  authors  Miy  the  lei^  1  sup- 
pose that  one  sida  is  as  mncb  snbject  to 
them  as  the  other. 

Londttion  of  the  UUervenrng  portions  ot  tiis 
Luug-^The  intcrrening  portions  of  the 
Inngy  dividing  the  tubercular  deposition,  is 
frequently  turgid  will)  blood,  and  with  a 
bloody  serous  fluid,  and  sometimes  indu- 
rated, and  either  red  or  grey.  The  sab. 
stance  between  the  tubercles  is  by  no  means 
always  healthy,  but  is  t:ener.i!ly  in  the 
condition  1  have  now  hLated.  The  bron- 
chial membrane,  if  you  slit  it  up,  is  fre- 
quently found  red,  and  t  vid  nlly  smeared 
with  a* far  greater  uuautity  ot  mucus  than 
in  health.  Thus  tnere  is  eridently  pcrip. 
ncumonia,  inflammation  of  tlie  substance 
of  the  longs,  in  many  mses.  m  d  likewise 
bronchitis.  Tliere  can  \n:  no  doubt  at  all, 
I  think,  that  by  far  the  gftalcr  quantity  of 


expectoration  in  phthisis  is  derived  from 
the  bronchial  membrane  ;  a  much  lai^r 

anantity  isfnmlshed  by  it,  I  am  oonTinord. 
tian  by  the  abscess ;  and  the  fluid  secreted 
by  the  l>rnnchial  membrane  is,  as  in  com- 
mon bronchitis,  of  all  d^rees  of  consis. 
teney,  and  of  all  degrees  of  quality. 

Mfli  hid  anatflmy  pointed  nut       ^v^''^''  !''^'J- 
ticiant  prior  to  Laennec.— Now,  admirably  us 
the  morbid  anatomy  of  phthisis  has  been 
investigated  bv  the'French,  I  am  hound  to 
d(,»  jtistTre  on  tViis  <=!ibjectto  one  nffturown 
couiitrjrmen,  as  1  formerly  did,  on  tlie  sub. 
ject  or  enlargement  of  the  air>oeUs,  to  Sir 
John  Floyer,  and  Dr.  Baillie,  a  truly  emi. 
nent  physician  of  the  last  generation  Tn 
the  Medical  Communications  you  will 
find  a  veiy  admirable  paper  on  the  morbid 
anatomy  of  phthisis,  by  Dr.  Stark,  who 
was  a  very  clever  young  man,  and  fell  a 
victim  to  iiis  ardour  in  investigating  mor- 
bid anatomy.    Dr.  Stark,  nearly  fifty 
years  ago,  pointed  out  that  pbthi'-i'^  was 
essentially  a  tubercular  affection — a  fact 
which,  though  known  to  Hippocrates,  had 
l)een  passed  over  by  al  most  ef  ei^r  other  an> 
citnt  writer,  Greek,  Roman,  and  Ar  ihian, 
and  bv  many  of  the  modems.  8vdeuham 
himself  considered  tuboxdes  ana  abaoeas 
as  rather  th<  <  !Trct  of  disease  than  tlie  ac- 
tual disease  itself.    Boerhaave  was  not 
aware  of  the  subject    Dr.  Stark  t^ta- 
blisbed  that  this  was  a  tubercular  disease, 
and  in  his  paper  traced  the  tubercles  from 
their  original  minuteness  and  solidity  to 
their  eulargcd  and  softened  state.    He  as- 
•ertad  that  the  chief  seat  of  the  affection 
was  the  superior  and  posterii)r  part  of  the 
lungs,  and  particoUuriy,  he  says,  tlie  left 
lung ;  agreeing  therefore  with  a  great  nnm^ 
her  (if  writers,  in  opposition  ti»  Laennec. 
lie  stated  that  the  Vironchial  ramifications 
were  never  obstructed  nor  obliterated,  but 
opened  into  the  cavity  just  as  I  have 
shewn  you  in  the  drawings;  hut  that  the 
blood  vessels  suddenly  be«ime  constricted 
near  the  orifice,  and  even  obstructed  by  a 
eoai^Ium,  so  that  an  injection  would  not 
pass  into  the  abscess  from  the  laige  blood- 
vessels,  nor  flow  into  tlie  blood  vessels 
-aronnd  the  alMcess.   He  found  that  the  In. 
jection  rendered  the  parts  quite  hard,  so 
that  pjirts  which  appeared  firm  Inforc,  be- 
came soft  by  contrast.  He  also  inenlioocd, 
that  the  parts  unaffected  hr  the  tnherdes, 
but  immediately  around  them,  are  gene- 
rally  red  and  lirm;  so  that  he  found,  be- 
twttu  the  cfltcts  t»f  the  tubercles  and  this 
induration,  that  abont  one-quarter  only  of 
the  lungs,  in  extreme  cases  of  plithisis,  re- 
mained fit  for  doty,    lie  ascertained  that 
the  tubercles  g^erolly  have  a  capsule,  and 
that  adhoiions  of  the  costal  and  pulmtmsry 
pirn -a  generally  exist  where  an  absccvs  h 
within.    You  will  find,  when  vou  open 
persons  who  h«re  died  of  phcfuiis^  and 


i^iyuk.L.^  Ly  Google 


Lbe  tsbrrdca  exist  oear  tike  ««ifare, 
•^eciallj  if  bt  miktmai  4own,  that 
MR  are  rndbcuans  <m  \ht  amXmde  it  tlw 

acirface  of  tbe  loiu;,  aitAcbinc  it  t<.)  the 
{4e«jrak.  This  is  a  yfam'y^m  m  UMXmtt  to 
fRvcvt  Ike  enxpe  of  tbe  mints  «r  ^ 

alwersft  iutii  th*  c*»itT  of  ibe  mexc'^rarr 

ara         spec<i«  draiL,  wktcii  «ii>aM  olbcr- 

SUrd  ap  bv  a  o-az-jinai.  and  fla'.tt-nrtl 
Atwik  apon  tbe  totla^  atid  tbe  equal  tart 
taken  to  pxte^ent  sudden  death  from  iq- 
fliiiiMlfiw  Md  the  jplff  a,  octasioned  br 
iljr  e«c-ape  of  pas  from  anv  of  iht«<  ab- 
scesiies,  is  certauiljr  feij  ^rikipg  ^  but  both 
cxremstABces  ««v  poiDled  oat  1>r. 
Statk  lon^  agv>.  lie  French  are  not 
aware  of  his  existence,  having  till  of  late 
r»d  so  little  of  our  English  litenttnre. 

K««r  tbr  «Tmpt<?att  «  |AtliUM  nurr,  of 
nnirsc,  according  to  t?!i  jiro^^ression  of 
jjjj^  tTI^^cTele», — both  thf  ncral  «vTr>p- 
U^m^^  uiid  those  which  arr  lu  b«r  learned  bv 
the  ear. 

Wb»:n  the  tuWrclo  are  «"tn!v  in  a  «folid 
itate,  aiid  are  not  united  t(i«;iether  into 
^Tonp*,  wc  can  lean  nc^thing  uf  their  ex- 
tsteiM?e  from  the  ear;  we  can  onlf  piesnme 
their  existence  from  the  general  state  of 
the  patient,  and  therefore  cannot  be  sure 
that  toberclei  are  Ihnned.   When  tbrf  an 
«iifficiently  nnmcrous  to  (  (.ii>titute  c^roups, 
then,  hy  striking  that  part  uf  tlu-  du  <t.  wc 
hear  a  diflerent  sound  from  that  which  is 
aadiblc  wlmi  nothittf  but  air  pi«aent 
Yoo  mvi'^X  also  «supjui';c,  that  when  the  part 
is  softened  aguin,  mi  l  si  cavity  i*:  prodtit-ed, 
Tarious  other  soumb  will  Ik.-  htard;  the 
part  will  Miind  diflerent  from  what  it 
won  If!  were  there  no  cavitv  nt  all.  iin  un. 
itttural  state  uf  the  parts,  but  where  tbe 
air  enters  a  healthy  part  and  leaves  it 
acaitt.    From  what  I  have  ^iaid  rcs]H'cting 
Ine  morbi<l  anfitnmy,  y«»!i  will  see  clearly 
the  reason  for  the  diHercnt  symptoms  I 
thaO  bare  to  detail   Yon  will  penrlre 
^hat  there  must  be  morp  or  K  s^  pain,  cough, 
expectoration,  and  at  last  lu  rfu-;  aii-l  \  <<m 
nill  see  tlmt  the  sounds  in  the  chest  iuui»t 
all  peifectlj  oomi|Mmd. 


0>'  THE  LATE  INFLUEiNZA. 


To  tU  Editor  of  iho  Medkol  GmzHU, 
Sir* 

The  passings  featnna  of  disease  are 

quickly  lost  and  foi^tton,  if  \\v  do  not 
pau<r  and  depict  their  aspect  while  yet 
ibey  are  present.  "  He  who  has  not 
made  the  experimeut,  or  who  u  not  ac- 


«u>;cTn-''^-i  \o  rxs^mvi'  r\^y'To\i&  accifrurr 
fu*m  iimnNtil,  » ill  scaireljr  beliere  h*.iw 
■well  a  km  hmn  take  fiasi  eeruinty  of 
kiMis aaddiiCuiiUMM  W  iattyerr ; 
how  xht  socce**!'  n  i  f  t  |f>cts  will  W 
brr»kcii :  Ijow  ^pjir-iii  y^r:^  will  br  om- 
litocii ;  and  buM  mant  parttcular  lea* 
tana  aad  dnciuamtioaa  wiQ  W  eavi* 
ftened  aad  eas^lobated  into  «m  wnm 
and 

ttru  imitt^  Sc.  Inch  hi  nt.etk.  The  ft'^1- 
lowini^  ikketch  oi  itir  iiitlurnxa,:»o  lately 
preiralHit  im  Landom^  luia  been  dvawa 
with  a  rapid  peacti  ttom  a  dtstinct  ser- 
ver of  many  ra-^t^*  ;  and  a  <  linraclmslic 
outline  of  the  diM-aM-  i>  pn>t  :iit-d,  as  it 
appeared  to  one  uithlu  the  circuit  of 
bts  owTi  nvo^iitkm. 

In  tbe  middle  of  the  month  of  Mardi 
se»eral  j.rra>ns  were  attack*  d  \»  iih  iHf* 
affections  ol  tbe  bruiuhia  and  lar>uji, 
COHMOa  in  tlie  «urin^  of  the  year  ;*  but 
it  was  ttDt  till  tlK  6ih  of  Apiil  ^Mttlie 
influenza  dr\rlo)M  ii  its  patJiogiioinonic 
char.K  trr.  and  uitliin  the  citv  «;tarted 
up  w  idelv  o;i  a  sudden,  manilcstiug  il- 
in  dure  difTerml  ioims.  EaA  of 
these  fimns  uroN,  in  sucfessiou,  the  ac* 
ti^  e  preceding  ih«  passive ;  and  tlius  it 
happrnet! : — 

1.  Brntmhitis^  with  acute  fever  and 
keen  arterial  action,  which  presented  it- 
self in  single  cases  towards  the  end  of 
the  UMvntli  of  Maivh.  and  in  ilu-  In  o-in- 
ning-  of  April,  it  yielded  to  tin-  onli- 
nary  aiitiphlog^btic  tix'atuu  nt,  and  ended 
in  a  copious  pitnitoits  expectoration. 

2.  A  catarrh  of  all  the  air  pas8a|pea» 
announced  by  siRvziiijf,  heauuess  of 
the  forehead,  suffusion  of  tlie  « ye-«,  run- 
ning at  the  nose,  and  a  tea/.ing  c«>U|(h. 
There  were  fugitive  paius  aion^r  all  the 
great  muscles  of  tlie  limhs;  pam  of  the 
hypochondria  and  loini,  and  na]>e  of 
the  necli.  Perspiration  and  stuvness 
jiervaded  the  skin  ;  hut  the  perspiration 
was  not  critical.  The  bowels  were  na* 
ttiralh  n  lieved,  the  ttuignr  was  elenn, 
hut  the  urine  was  «irantv.  In  healthy 
person.^  tJjis  attack  lasted  from  thrive  to 
six  days,  and  >  ielded  to  salines,  nephri. 
tics,  rest,  abstinence,  and  aiidorifics. 

3.  Ailt/namic  cfl/fo  r/i,  ann<uincod,  like 
the  fonner,  hy  siieezinf^.  iunl  the  usual 
ftymutoms  of  a  common  cold,  but  distiu- 
guiiiied  by  deep  nervous  depression  and 
a  subacute  fever,  runnings  on  in  soma 
in*;t:me»>s  to  twentv-ouc  davs.  The 
toni^ue  was  foul  and  loaded;  and  there, 
was  nausea,  a  coropleto  loss  of  taste 
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and  ap])(  lite  and  smell,  a  pale  laiii<ftiid 
couuteiiiince,  torpor  of  the  bowelb,  pru?- 
GorduU  distention,  and  a  deficiencr  of 
bile.  In  some  cases  there  was  a  sudden 
and  very  marked  proslration  of  all  the 
Tital  |>owen».  The  sleep  was  broken, 
and  interrupted  with  frigchtful  and 
fantastic  dreams;  the  cellular  tissue 
was  lax,  and  tin-  skin  humid  and  uni- 
versal! v  sore ;  the  nrinr  was  scanty, 
high>culuurcd,  and  turbid,  in  this  form 
oithe  disease  the  thorax  was  intetnallj 
sore,  with  an  incessant  coui^b,  and  a 
teazing-  c-lutinous  expectoralifni ;  and 
occasionally,  bv  fit**  and  starts,  tbere 
woald  be  a  fixe^  pain  in  the  head  or  ab- 
domen, •imnlating'  inflammatioii ;  the 
pulse  beb^  at  the  sane  time  qoick,  and 
nftrn  arrelrratcd.  Thp  patient  ^  rrs  cast 
back  on  his  bed,  ;uid  appeared  alarmed 
at  his  owu  situatiun. 
^  This  Ibrm  of  Ibe  influensa  obeyed  no 
nmple  febrifuge,  btit  seemed  to  run  a 
certain  course,  and  then  expire  of  itself, 
leaviirg"  a  very  characteristic  lassitude, 
so  as  to  depress  the  palicut  j^reatly.  It 
was  ntrgravated  by  Dleediujf  and  active 
antiphlogistic  treatment;  it  was  alle- 
viated hy  ttiiM  piirsrations  of  rhiiharb, 
and  colucyuth  uuU  iiittTury.  But  the 
cliief  means  of  relief  was  hy  acting;  on 
the  kidneys,  and  causing  a  eopioos  flow 
of  urine.  The  soreness  at  the  cheat 
might  be  removed  hy  a  blister;  and  as 
»oon  as  the  I'ebrilc  condition  had  iiassed 
away,  the  quinine  was  serviceable.  It 
was  always  proper  to  impose  abstinence, 
and  absitlute  rest  under  the  bed-clothes; 
but  all  p  ^TjfMiN  were  not  snbniissive. 

l  ia-  luusculat-  languor  continued  for 
some  time  after  the  outward  restoration 
to  healtb  and  vigour  of  aspe(  t  bad  ap. 
jmrrntly  rctnnira,  and  the  patient  was 
»tiil  reminded  of  liis  weaKuess  by  a 
lurking  pain  which  tarried  in  the  loms. 
The  expectoration  became  chronic,  plen- 
tiftil,  and  inctuivenient;  the  appetite 
mtq'bt  fade,  the  stcmach  and  1)<>\voIh 
falter,  and  a  relapse  occa.siouall v  •  iisue. 
'i'he  aniuiul  ^pints  drooped ;  and  some 
invalids  felt  and  conleaaed  an  unac- 
countable sense  of  woe. 

And  much  for  the  three  fimns  of 
this  maladv. 

Under  tne  influence  of  this  epidemic, 
asthmatic  old  people  became  gradually 
ill,  and  the  medieal  inan*s  attention  was 
attrartrd  at  first  In  thr  stomach.  Tl»ere 
was  vomiting  of  all  the  ingesta  ;  pains 
in  the  bypociondrtaand  tboulder  blades 


and  loins;  a  rapid  pulse,  often  irre;nrti- 
lar ;  costive  bowels ;  and  restlesj>iie»s. 
Gradually  the  respiration  became  faig^h 
and  laborious;  the  breath  wbe€siQ§r 
audibly;  a  stifling  cough  being  in- 
cessant; and  the  air  tubes  beconiiu^ 
choked  up  with  froth  and  a  tough  mu- 
cus.  The  patient  fixed  bis  hands  and 
shoulders,  and  assumed  various  erect  or 
reclining  attitudes,  always  indicative  of 
tlie  greatest  uneasiness.    The  urine  was 
dimmbbed,  or  entirely  suppresse<l ;  the 
Hps  darkened ;  the  countenance  ex* 
pressed  alarm  irn?  an'^uisli.    Tlie  pulse 
in  some  was  quick,  large,  and  l>ouii(l- 
ing;  in  others,  rapid,  little,  and  irreg'u- 
Uur.    The  skin  was  hot  and  dry,  the 
tongue  clammy,  the  thirst  great,  and  the 
appetite  gone;  and  so  the  patient  might 
die  sull'ucated. 

The  disease  seemed  to  have  it«  seat 
in  the  air  tabes,  the  smaller  ramifica- 
tions of  wbicb  were  filled  with  a  tough 
yellf>w  ]»hlegm,  efin^iTitf  an  iiic»  *;sr<Ttt 
sbort  cough,  so  as  to  clear  tlicm  lor  the 
penacution  of  air,  and  the  indispensable 
oxygenation  of  the  blood.  Here  lay  the 
disease:— I,  In  tough  phlegm,  which 
could  be  thrown  off  nnlv  }>\  coni^'^liitiif ; 

2,  in  an  iuiperiect  and  impeded  u\  \  gc- 
nation  of  tlie  blood.  The  liver  was  al- 
ways deranged,  either  as  a  sequence  or 
a  cause. 

The  object  of  treatment  was — 1,  To 
give  the  lungs  less  work  to  do ;  there- 
fore to  bleed  once.  2,  To  relieve  the 
lungs  by  external  irritants— hy  blisters. 

3,  To  loosen  tlie  phlegm  by  warm  ex- 
pectorants ;  and  4,  To  act  on  the  bowels, 
kidneys,  and  .skin. 

As  far  as  my  experience  has  gone,  any 
trealment  was  fallacious.  One  bleeding 
from  the  ann  was  l>cueficial,  but  it  could 
not  be  n-pcaled ;  for  thouj^b  the  blood 
might  be  both  cupped  aud  buHed,  yet 
tbe  crassamentum  was  weak,  and  the 
serum  abundant.  Difi'uaive  stimulanti, 
and  jjenerous  food  when  it  could  be 
takrn,  were  niore  useful  than  dipress- 
auts ;  and  the  ditficulty  seeutcil  to  lie  in 
makin(9f  the  kidnm  act  efficiently. 
Voniitmgr  was  unmvourable;  but  a 
spontaneous  p'Tging  seemed  to  bo 
iNi^ucticiai  and  decisive.  Tbe  re>llesi>. 
ness  and  vigilance  could  be  opposed  by 
opium  only  towards  convalescpnee. 

These  T^ttents  might  linger  for  the 
space  nf  t»vo  or  three  weeks,  anfl  tlu  M 
get  up  well ;  or  they  might  die  iu  (lie 
same  nomber  of  davs. 
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riiil«lrfn  of  ten  luniiths  old  were  also 
arilicted  puluiuiiar^'  (lisica:»ti  about 

tUs  same  period.  Now  their  tiyniptoiiu 
were  tlione  of  pneuinonift  notba,  and 
l!h' V  Irmked  likr  little  old  persons  lahr  tir 
i'^r  under  aslliina.  L«  prnf«,  ipocacuau, 
and  mercury  specificall  v,  killed  them ; 
Wt  i«lief  teemed  to  oe  pcoenied  hy 
mild  doses  of  rhubarb,  wito  half-gmm 
(!  }.  of  calornrl  as  ;<  jMirsff.  and  a  com- 
inaatiou  ol  uxjniel  ol  buuilk  with  the 
acetate  uf  auuuonia.  A  biaud  milk  food 
vas  the  best.   Many  died. 

And  u)  much  for  the  influenza,  mani- 
f^lcd  in  its  til  IT.  fonii*;,  and  in  its  pa r- 
ticiilar  modtb  ul  attack  U|M>n  the  old  and 
Arjoung. 

The  diieaM  was  ushered  into  London 
during'  the  prevalence  of  a  bleak  wind 
and  a  cold  rernal  attunsytlu  re,  succeed- 
ing to  a  luug^f  Harm,  moist  winter. 
SloraM  of  bjul,  mow,  deet,  thunder,  and 
ram,  from  dark  fra^cnts  of  clouds, 
were  alternated   onU'  by  currents  of 
g^elid  air  and  han»h  N<jualls  from  the 
aortl)   antl   north-east.     Under  these 
coane  nide  flaws  of  beaven,  the  pnlmo- 
tMiT  orfg^ailS  of  man,  su  suscejitible  of 
atmospheric  ebanj^cs,  were  excited  and 
pan-hed,  or  moistened  and  depressed, 
and  the  u  bole  surface  of  the  akin  must 
have  suffered  oniTersallj  in  its  func- 
tions.   Those   persnii^   were  the  least 
luhle  to  the  inflnen/a  mIio  were  the 
BUiftt  e;Kpo»cd  to  tbe  outward  chauf^cs  of 
tbe  wcatber ;  and  those  bad  it  tbe  wont 
wbo  were  irregfulaily  exposed,  as  ser- 
i»D*s  .mth!  kitehcn-maids.     The  valcfn- 
ditjariau,  the  epicurean,  and  the  proHi* 
gdic,  seemed  to  fall  readily  und  r  the 
dartattper ;  aod  it  was  both  curious  and 
lalcre«tin[jf  to  remark,  in  the  minrled 
j«opijlation  of  this  immense  city,  wncn 
ail  were  equally  exjooscd  to  the  same 
evil,  the  patience  or  tbe  poor  and  the 
impatience  of  the  rich.    Disease  may 
W  m4»diiied  and  atr*fraTatcd  l»y  any  na* 
tirr  or  arfjuired  irritahiltty  ol"  tenjpera- 
ment ;  and  the  sudden  and  uncxjiected 
accuaidation  of  wealth  often  inflicts 
upon  it%  surprised  possessor  a  restless- 
ness of  spirit  wl)i«  !i,  in  animated  iiatiirc, 
IN   the    attribute   only   of   I  irds  and 
children.    The  patience  of  the  l>oor  is 
fooided  upon  hope:  they  anticipate 
death  as  a  refuge,  a  j»ort,  a  harbour  of 
«'af<»tv;  thev  forc«cc  m  the  end  of  tlieir 
davs  the  only  certainty  in  life.    But  the 
nfllrnjiitc  intrusion  of' illness  sullies  tbe 
fvniitiire  of  a  handbome  apartment,  and 

death  is  bitter  to  a  nian  in  the  midst 
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of  his  possessions. "  "  f^n  malade  di- 
youUf'  says  V'oUuiie,  speaking  uf  hap- 
piness in  prosperity,  ne  munpe  riem 
d'un  (fraud  feHm  pripari  pour  lui." — 
{Artirlex  de  LittiratuvF  frrs  iuteressnn'^.) 
He  who  is  eiiq-riired  in  llie  aeiive  pur- 
suits of  merchauiitzeaud  money,  or  who 
exhausts  bis  intellect  in  schemes  of 
worldly  parade  and  ostentation,  brooks 
not  the  imperative  restraints  of  sick- 
ness and  pain,  and  seems  astoni:>hed 
that  bis  will  no  long'cr  ctmimands  the 
servile  functions  of  his  limbs.  Pride, 
proper  to  man,  and  f'  tr-rcd  in  polite 
society,  may  be  checked  by  advesity, 
but  can  be  extinguished  uuly  by  disease, 
and  the  visible  approach  or  Victnity  of 
death.  The  physician  beholds  the  com- 
monalty  of  human  naturr,  and  heai-s  the 
same  words  and  the  saiii*'  jilirases,  ex- 
pressive of  the  same  sensations,,  as  if  the 
rich  and  the  poor,  tbe  fooiisb  and  tbe 
wise,  bad  previously  met  by  concert, 
and  apfreed  to  speak  the  same  lamfuag-c 
in  their  separate  habitation**.  But  as 
soon  as  health  is  oi^in  contirmed,  the 
distinctbns  of  wealtb,  rank,  and  intel- 
lect,  become  ag'ain  paramount,  and  all  • 
equally  defer  trie  end  of  life,  the  cer- 
tainty of  which  is  equally  unacceptable 
to  all.  At  len^h  the  canopy  of  eloads 
was  withdrawn,  and  the  summer  sun 
sbone  brightly  as  the  disease  faded. 

I  !ini.  sir, 
Vour  obedient  sert  ant, 

JaMCS  AnsLBY  HiMQfiSTOM. 

1,  Floftbury  Place  Suuib, 
Hay  7,  ItttS. 


OM  TUS 

BANDAGE  IN  PARTURITION. 

Hv  C.  Watler,  M.D. 

CoDtuUlug  Accoucbeur  to  tUe  Loitduo  Mid  SouUk* 
walk  11  Idwlfcrf  InstltntiffS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medkul  Ga^eHe, 

Sir, 

I  WAH  not  u  little  surprised,  on  lookiuj^^ 
over  jronr  No.  for  May  4,  to  find  tbe 
followinif  remarks,  irom  Mr.  Allen,  of 
\'«»rk,  n^spectinpT  the  ajpulication  of  a 
bandage  Hiound  the  abuomeu  dunng 
parturition : — 

*^  In  consulting  the  most  approved 
writers  on  midwifcry,  I  have  been  sur 
prised  to  iiud  no  allusion  to  the  use  of 
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the  baiula^o  duiiiii^  partiirilutn,  except 
in  iuglcb^  on  Uterine  Hafniorrhage. 
Manyliare  strongly  advocated  its  ap- 
pUcatum  ^fter  douTeiy,  as  a  ineaos  of 

arrestiii'jf  liffmorrhapfe,  by  excitinjf  con- 
tractiuu  ol  i!t<*  uterus;  yet  even  for  this 
practice  I  aui  not  aware  that  an^-  have 
recommended  its  applicatioii  previous  to 
the  birth  of  the  cnild  and  secundines, 
thoug'h  on  rcflf  ftion  it  must  be  evident, 
that,  to  reiuli  r  ii  effectual  as  a  preveu- 
tive,  it  should  be  used  before  the  uterus 
iseraeuaCed,  to  excite  due  coBtractioii, 
and  to  prevent  rclaxalion." 

From  the  jx  riofl  at  which  I  bcrame  a 
teacher,  (now  cij^ht  years  hiace,)  I  have 
constantly  endeavoured  to  impress  upon 
the  minds  of  my  pupils  the  ur|fent  ne- 
eeasity  of  making'  pressure  upon  the 
abdomen  before  the  birth  of  the  infant. 
In  the  iinst  edition  of  my  Klemeuts 
of  Practical  Midwifery,'*  jpablisM  in 
1829,  the  applioation  oil  (bis  baDda|;e  is 
described  as  constituting^  one  Oi  the 
duties  of  the  accoucheur. 

This  small  volume,  however,  faavinif 
been  written  expressly  for  students,  in 
all  probability  never  found  iu  way  into 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Allen;  but  >Ui^ti  In 
says  he  has  consulted  the  most  approved 
writers  on  midwifery,  it  seems  birau^e 
tiMtf  the  venerable  Denman  should  have 
been  overlooked.  In  that  author's  Ib« 
trodttrti"!!  tfi  Midwifery,"  the  seventh 
ediiinn  (.1  which  vvas  eJitcd  by  myself, 
and  published  in  the  early  part  of  last 
year,  my  own  opinions  regarding  the 
Laniiatrc"  are  thus  expressed  : — 

"  hen  the  second  stasfe  of  Inbctur 
has  commenced,  considerable  advantage 
may  be  derived  from  the  anplication  of 
a  belt  or  bandage  around  tlie  abdomen, 
furnislied  w  illi  a  pa<l  w  hleh  Is  to  be 
plHcrd  (uer  the  Uterine  region.  This 
Oelt  shuuld  be  furoiUicd  with  straps 
and  buckles,  so  that  it  may  be  jirocfres- 
sively  tig-htened,  as  the  abdomen  dinii- 
nishes  in  size  from  the  descent  f  f  the 
child.  By  this  continued  pressure  upon 
the  uterus,  a  slight  dec^ree  of  stimulus 
is  communicated,  whi^  encourages  the 
<iri;-an  to  continue  its  contractions,  and 
thus  tends,  in  a  very  ni  iferial  deg-rce,  to 
prevent  the  o<*eurrcncc  ut  htemorrha^^e 
afterwards.  1  ndepeudeutly  of  this  effect, 
it  also  prevents  that  distressing  feeling  of 
frintness  which  is  so  apt  to  occur  when 
a  g-reat  deoree  of  pres^nre  i«  suddenly 
removed  from  the  larger  blood-vessels. 
This  fact  is  well  fcnowm  to  operating 
suigeons,  who  invariably  apply  a  roller 


ruEB8  IN  THE  UTfiEINE  VEINS. 

ut  bome  kind  round  a  patients  biniy^ 
previously  to  performing  the  operation 
of  paracentesis  abdominis.  By  increasing 
the  pressure  during  and  after  th<  l»iri}j  of 
the  childV  head,  and  by  retarding-  ratiier 
than  decelerating  the  expulsion  of  tbe 
body  and  lower  extremiues,  the  uteriss 
is  made  to  act  with  increased  vigour, 
and  a  favourable  expulsion  of  the  pla- 
e(  nta  will  be  generally  ensured." — Fa^e 
206. 

I  shall  fed  ohli||[ed  by  your  insertion 
of  the  above,  for  with  the  stroii<<  opinioa 
I  entertain  of  the  propriety  of  tbt  plan, 
I  cannot  but  consider  it  to  be  the  bouudcn 
duty  ol  every  obstetric  teacher  earnestly 
to  recommend  it  to  bis  pupib, 

BurchttlooeW'ClMe, 
Hay  9, 18S8. 


APERTURES  IN  THE  UTERINE 
VEINS. 

To  the  Editor  of  tho  Medical  GuxoUo, 

I\  tlu'  coniniunicalion  which  I  last  ad- 
dressed to  vou,  I  brought  to  vour  no. 
ticc  the  work  of  Dr.  R.  W.  Johnson ; 
in  which  the  existence  of  lateral  aper- 
tures  in  the  sides  of  the  large  veins  of 
the   uterus — the  on^-innl  discoverv  of 
which  has  been  ascnbeU  lo  Dr.  R.  Lee- 
had    beeu  distinctly  announced.  In 
looking  further  into  the  subject,  I  find 
that  similar  opinions  have  been  enter- 
tained by  others.    I  w«»nld  now  ,  in  the 
same  spirit  of  inquiry  and  a  xiety  for 
truth,  direct  your  attention  to  some  of 
those  authors  who,  in  this  count i  v,  or 
in  an  Enj^lish  n;arl»,  have  ilex  ril)r(l,  as 
natural  onenini^s  in  the  lar;;(  \  eius  or 
sinuses,  those  apertures  upon  ilie  inner 
surface  of  the  uterus,  which,  with  little  * 
or  no  preparation,  may  be  distinctly  re- 
eojrnized  at  all,  l»iit  more  especi  in v  at 
the  more  advanced,  periods  of  yfi station. 
That  these  writers  should  have  escaped 
the  indefatigable  industry  which  Dr.  R. 
Lee  has  generally   manifested  in  his 
w  rititiLT^,  »»i».v  (-i'lJ  certainly  does)  ap- 
pear  extra*. rdinary  ;  but  the  omission  by 
no  meaiii*  implies  a  w  ant  of  literary  in- 
tegrity.   The  charge  of  nlagiarism  in- 
volves such  moral  turpitude,  that,  with- 
out the  most  direct  and  unrqui\  oral  evi- 
dence, it  ought  not  to  be  advanced; 
and  in  well-regulated  minds,  can,  un- 
der  such  circumstances,  only  create  (hs- 
gost.  That,  however.  Dr.  R.  Lee  has 
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Bot  noticed  these  authors,  is  a  fact  for 
wmdi  I  c«n  odIt  aeeoimt  hy  his  habiu 
maA  taste,  as  all  his  essays  maiiifcstlj 
proTe,  dinH-tin<»-  liim  to  the  study  of 
foreign,  almost  to  the  exclusion  of  Bri- 
Uifh  autbora,  or  hy  the  bias  of  precon- 
eeivcd  opiniom  leadings  him  to  examine 
ooly  detached  portions  of  the  writings 
thoi«*  who  \\n\v  nrMrc^stMl  tlicinsolves 
&o  the  prcciM.'  j)omi  \s  lii<  fi  were  the  im- 
mediate   objects    ol    his  researches. 
U|>on  no  other  principleB  can  I  reeon- 
concile,  with  the  candour  and  love  of 
inith  whirli  roininonly  characterize  the 
literary  pn»ductiyiis  of  Dr.  R.  I^e,  his 
recent  statement  in  the  Lancet,  that 
•*  no  writer  in  this  country,  or  on  ibe 
eoDtineut,"  as  far  as  he  had  been  able  to 
ascertain,  '*  brfon-  tho  publication  of  his 
Daper  in  the  Phiioj»o]>hical  Transactions, 
Bad  deacnbed  these  great  openiug^.s  in 
the   lining^   membrane  of  the  uterus 
which  are  closed  hy  the  decidua  during* 
pregrrancy,  and  by  which,  afkr  ^hr  rv. 
niAval  of  the  placenta,  a  free  communi- 
catioB  is  establbbed  betwe«ii  the  cavity 
aT  the  onpan  and  the  uterine  aiiitises  oon- 
tai»>in»»'  the  malrnial  l  lfjod    — and  more 
cspeciallv  tliat  he  jshouUl  liave  failed  to 
BoCiee,  that,  in  the  very  ])apcr  which  he 
has  quoted  for  another  p)iq)08e,  they  were 
distinctly  so  described.    Dr.  R,  Lee  is, 
indeed,  quite  n«^li(  when  lie  represents 
the  opinion  of  IWderer  to  be  that  they 
were  tbe  result  of  laceration.   This  aii- 
thur,  however,  seems  to  baye  had  no  de- 
finite or  cKar  ideas  as  to  the  precise 
part  or  t.  \uire  thus  subjected  to  laeera- 
lion  ;  for  whiUt,  in  his  "  explanation  of 
tbe  plate,"  be  refers  to  tbenc  apertures 
a.«  tbe  reanlt  simply  of  the  tearing*  of 
the  inner    membrane   of   the  uterus, 
Mhieh,  as  it  is  now  decidua  rallu  r  than 
the  mucous  lining,  Mould  lea%e  us  to 
cenelude  that  tbe  boles  in  the  Teins  were 
natural,  and  that  they  penetrated  the 
proper  ninciui's  membrane,  lie  vet,  in 
another  pas&age,  Quoted  also  by  Dr.  R. 
Lee,  desmbes  the  laceration  not  only  as 
existing  in  this  **  tenerior  menibrana 
uteri  interior,"  but  also  in  the  sidest, 
"  inoHibus  paiietibus,"    of  the  veins 
liicuist  lves.    This  obscurity  of  expres- 
ma  can  only  lead  to  the  conduMon  that 
ibe  meanin;^  of  Roederer  was  diuibtltil: 
he  saw  the  hole^,  but  was  puzzled  toev- 
plaiu  tliem.    But  Dr.  Donald  Mount, 
to  whose  exj)erimenl,  in  tJie  Ph%sical 
and  Literary  Essays,"  ^e.  Dr.  R.  Lee 
has  alluded,  in  pnjof  of  the  occurrence 
of  laceration  and  extravasation  in  the 


decidua,  has,  in  the  pajier  referred  to, 
minutely  described  them  as  natural 
apertures.   He  says  (p.  413),    most  of 

the  apertures  called  sinuses  were  full 
of  green  iujectiou  *,  and  some  of  them 
had  a  very  little  of  the  vermilion  f  in 
them.  The  inUmai  memir^ne  of  ike 
uterus  was  extendtd  over  part  of  each 
of  their  nrlfirr^,  anr!  t/trsc  formed  a 
sort  of  valve.  kScmie  ot  these  uritices 
were  so  large  as  to  have  allowed  one's 
little  iini^er.  to  bare  been  put  into  tbem, 
whilst  otoers  were  so  small  as  scarce  to 
adnnt  the  point  of  a  ^inthc,  and  they 
were  of  all  the  di(fercut  i>izes  between 
them."  These  appearances  he  has  il. 
lustrated  by  an  eng^ruving-,  much  re. 
sembling  another  to  which  I  shall  again 
have  occasion  to  advcr:,  in  which  he  re- 
presents the  inner  membrane  of  the 
uterus,  where  tbe  placenta  bad  been  at- 
tached, as  completely  riddled,  like  a 
eiil!(  iidcr,  by  these  uumcrtuis  valvular 
onenings  in  the  veins.  He  has  ^i\cn 
also  three  other  original  cn^raviugfs,  re- 
pre8entin|jf  detached  portions^  of  the 
utmis,  with  these  siuu«es  opening  upon 
their  surfarf,  riTifl  one  oilier,  copied  from 
Allnuus,  lu  liUistratiuu  of  the  same 
subject. 

In    the  additional  observations  upon 

gravid  uteri,"  appended  to  the  Psper 
last  mentioned,  fr«>m  the  pen  oi  l>r. 
Alexander  Monro,  this  eiiiineut  anato- 
Bust  has  not  only  described  theae  open- 
ings a^  natural  apertures,  and  pointed 
out  w  hat  he  considered  to  be  their  pre- 
cise »<ituation — naiucly,  in  the  sides  of 
the  veins  or  sinuses — but  he  has  more- 
over added,  and  endearoured  to  prove 
by  experiment,  that  the  canals  to  which 
they  lead  are  stipplied  with  blood  by  la- 
teral branches  of  the  spermatic  arteiies, 
which  penetrate  the  cout^  of  the  sinuses. 
**  Tbe  sinuses,**  be  says  (p.  430),  **  ara 
seen,  without  any  previous  dissection, 
upon  the  inner  surface  of  the  uterus, 
chiefly  where  the  placenta  has  been 
fixed ;  for  there  are  but  few  of  them, 
and  these  v^  small,  in  i|ny  part  of  it. 
Their  sides  are  membranous ;  that  next 
the  cavity  of  the  «f»tnh  bein^  in  each 
very  thin,  with  a  largfe  orihcc  in  it. 
TAtfjf  can  Ae  readUy  dittendtd  How. 
ingf  &irj  or  injecting  u  liquor,  into  the 
veins  ;  or  they  mn^  hi  fillctl  troni  the 
arteries,  though  with  inucii  greater  dif- 
ficulty, as  happened  in  our  injection; 
when  stretched,  tbey  appear  of  a  sphe- 

•  That  thrown  into  tke  rdm. 
t  That  tbtottu  Into  th«  srirrlei. 
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roi'!al  i^hape,  and  the  dirniictt  r  of  tli  -ir 
orifices  bciug  less  than  thai  <»!  their  ca- 
Yities,  we  may  gi>  e  tbeiu  the  name  of 
tiwuei^*  After  considerable  diffieiiltj, 
he  at  length  sucrrrdcd  als  *  In  tracing 
the  arteries  into  tlirsr  canals;  a  disco- 
verjr  which  he  thus  briefly  announces  :  — 

At  lenj^ih,  near  to  tbe  edg^e  where 
they,"  tM  siitmes^  "  were  not  so  fire- 
C]ncnt,  1  was  lnrk\  cTinn'^'-fT  fo  <lIscovcr 
with  certaint}'  scti  ril  mi  (ires  of  arteries, 
some  of  which  wvn  ul  a  considerable 
diameter,  opening  directly  into  the  si- 
nuses; and  since  none  of  the  anatomists 
have  painted  or  described  these  openinL;  ^, 
though  in  the  imaginary  structure  of  ihe 
SiinU!»e.s  thej  are  supposed,  I  have  caused 
a  few  of  tbe  more  distinct  to  be  repre- 
sented in  Tab.  VII."» 

Again :  in  tlie  Edinburgh  Medical 
Essays  and  Observations,  \o\.  ii.  p.  754, 
we  find  Professor  Alexander  Monro  de- 
ficribing  these  holes  as  natural  apertures, 
leading  to  sinuses  into  which  lateral 
hrancnet  of  ni  leries  enter^  and  uhieh, 
cxistin|^at  all  times,  are  distended  with 
blood  in  the  time  of  the  menses,  when 
their  orifices  also  are  enlarged,  and  are 
so  "  di«;tcndrd  and  enlarsj^od  flnring 
pregnancy,  that  the  orifices  of  t\u  <p 
canals  are  lar^e  enough  at  three  or  iuui- 
months  to  t«oeive  a  frnosa-qmll  and 
at  the  end  of  nine  niontlis,  th«-  >iiiuses 
can  contain  the  point  uf  tlic  hir<,'-('st 
fing«  r.  atnl  tbe  canali»froni  them  can  r«'- 
ccive  the  little  linger."  The  Professor 
refon  also,  in  eonoboration  of  the  ac- 
cnraey  of  his  discription,  to  Sanctorini, 
Ohs.  Anal.  c.  II .  § 9,  and  to  Murgagni, 
Adv.  Anat.  iv.  §  29. 

Dr.  Burton,  too,  iu  his  New  System 
of  Midwiferr,  1751,  has  deaeribedftbese 
Kiniises.  wit\i  their  openings  into  tbe 
cavity  of  the  uterus,  as  existing  in  the 
uuimureguated  state,  and  much  en- 
lail^  ouring  pregnancy  29) ;  as 
haviagf  free  connnunication  with  both 
arteries  and  \eins  (p.  19);  as  the  sonive 
of  thr  nu-nstrna  and  t)ic  lot  liia  (<».  2^) ; 
as  </i«f  source  also  oj'uteriite  ha  murrha<je 
when  the  pltieentM  it  ttetarked^  in  conse- 
nucnce  of  the  supply  <»f  blood  which 
tliiiie  sinuses  rceei>e  from  iho  nrteries 
((».  SM)) ;  a«i  snhjet  t,  to;,'-*  thrr  uitlj  their 
supplying  arteries,  to  pressure  from  tbe 

eontraction  of  tbe  uterine  fibres,  hw 
which  toogremt  9ntffwioH  ofhloodwul 


*  fc»>Mr«  and  Obiervatlous,  rbf»lc«l  and  Lite* 
rtry.  read  Mft  a  Sodtty  In  Kdlabufili, 
vol.  i. 


rVRGS  IN  THE  UTERINK  VEINS. 

l,r  prevented.^''  (\).  20)  ;  as  capable  of  — 
jiiitwu  tcith  an  (p.  37);  audas  tcrmiuaiC— 
ing  in  apertures  of  various  sixes,  whiola 
he  has  delineated  in  an  engraving  of  tine 
inli-rior  stirface  of  an  uterus  from  whiol:i 
th«^  jilacenta  his  been  separated.  Tliisi 
engraving  bears  the  closest  possible  re^ 
semblance  to  tbat  which  acoompaniea 
tbe  paper  of  Dr.  Monro,  and,  bcaria^^ 
a  pnt)r  d  itr,  niav  !»r  fnirlv  adduced 
an  »  >idc»cc  of  the  aeeuraey  of  botH^ 
who  were  obviously  describing  "  tbiu|^» 
seen."   Dr.  Burton  also,  in  his  eontro^ 
versial  letter  to  Smcllic,  further  adds, 
'*  these  sirnne^,  in  the  ninth  month  of" 
I^TnvidatifMi,  are  so  large  a»  to  admit  the 
end  of  the  biggest  finger;  and  their  ori- 
fices, tbat  open  into  tbe  cavity  of  the 
w  omb,  will  at  the  same  time  admit  tbe 
end  of  the  little  fingr  r,"  (p.  215). 

Nor  did  these  orifices  escape  the  in- 
defati|^ahlc  Astruc ;  for  in  tfie  transla- 
tion of  bis  work  On  tbe  Diseases  or 
Women,"  Book  3,  §  2,  we  find  the  in- 
t-  rior  !iM*mhrani'  <»f  the  uterws  described 
as  "  capable  *  f  distention,  and  perfo- 
rated with  a  great  number  of  little 
boles,  tmpen^eptible  in  its  ordinary 
state,  but  which  become  very  distin- 
LTiiishable  towards  tbe  end  of  preg- 
nancy." 

Not,  however,  to  enlai^  more  upon 
this  subject,  or  tr>  multiply  quotations, 
I  will  nn  relv  add,  that  Dr.  R.  W. 
Johustm,  as  appears  hv  ?nv  fnrmrr  let- 
U'Vy  h.is  noticca  these  oruices,  as  in  some 
way,  through  tbdr  attachment  to  the 
placenta,  contributing  to  tin-  nnnrish. 
nicnt  of  tho  fo  tus;  and  that  Dr.  Jolin 
Clark*  has  rrjtrfsi-ntcrl  ihf  sinnsps 
the  scat  of  su])purative  iiiilaiumaiiun, 
in  some  of  tbe  wont  fotms  of  **  cbild* 
bed  fever," 

It  apprar«<  rlmt  Dr.  U.  hoc  has, 
through  uiadverlcncy,  and  fnmi  not  be- 
ing sufficiently  conversant  with  the  me- 
dical literature  of  this  country,  erred  in 
asserting  that  **  no  writer  Inis  dcacribed 
these  pprforati'>it'<  of  the  littiiig  mem- 
brane of  the  at< HIS."  On  the  contrary, 
it  ap|»eMS  that  many  anatomists,  phy> 
siolc^istB,  and  ol^tetricians,  or,  in  the 
language  of  Dr.  Mowbray,  **  Andro- 
horthmf^nistg  of  great  eminence,"  not 
Ciintrntiug  themselves  with  merely  al- 
le^ing  their  existence,  have  described, 
with  even  more  minnteness  and  accu* 
racy  than  Dr    R    1^  himself,  these 

*  PracUesl  Emajts  oa  ih«  Uanamiiiciil  vf 
Prcgnuicy  aad  LabiNir,  &c.  3d  Eiili*  IsOS,  |^  «9. 
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apertures,  and  the  sinuses,  or  canals,  'ANATOMY  TAX— MEMORIAL  TO 

"T"  MELBOURNE, 

of  their  nature  and  Qie,  at  leatt  they  ^                  ^  ,    „  . 

bavesupplied  us  with  conjectareaenovgh  /itfi/or     i/te  Medical  Gazette, 

upon  the  subject :  so  it  has  been  a5iserted  Sir, 

)ii^^r'^^iL^n^J:tr'^^.u^  ^                 "I'^     « ■"•"""rial  which 

Ia«'^dr^SSL^.!;L   k"'^*  ^  h.Te  addressed  lo  I.nr.l  Melbourne^ 

placentn,  and  carrv  it  onwards  in  a  con-  W  d?l?!!f^    ,K       Z  I'^'A'^'"" 

Unued  coa,«  to  the  uterine  vein.  X,  „hkbti  v,W  ft  nellw  "l"*^' 

n.e  upon  Uiematemal  bW.!  «h,ch  cir-  fi„e  -  o,,!,!  sooner  havn  h  -en  s^red  br 

thmpbm,  m  "  nnlUhutf  „  the  subject  to  Uicb  ii  n  iatcs. 

umim-  whence  proceed  the  catamcnia  in  V  '  ; 

tlu  unin.prrKnated  state-uU  rin,.  I™.  Yow  obediCBt  ^anL 

morrbage  duripg pregnancy  an.i  labour,  A  iWciAii 

and  the  lochia  aAor  deKverr:  and,  ,    ,    „    .  ,  ^       a  jrarwrnii. 

lasllT,  it  has  been  alleged  that'lhcy  m  ^  ' 

subji  rt    to   Mipptirative  inHammation,  ^-'^f^K — Alth(tiii,'^li  most  »nnvillirfr 

adding  to  the  fumiidahlr  chaiaeter  aud  ^t*  i^i^*^       jour  Lordship's  time,  or  to 

iafal  tendency  of  lviu*» -in  ie vers.  obtrude  tnyielf  iu  anv  wjyr  ou  your 

1 1 1  iilnuMit  every  point,  then,  has  Dr.  I-w^hip's  notice,  I  still  feel  it  my  duty, 

R.  Ijee  been  anticipated  by  writers  of  ^  tf-acber  of  Anatomy,  to  express  to 

aeknowlcdgrd  reputatioji,  h\    t!ie   cle-  X'*"''  Lon!-!iij>  iny  t  nflrr  dissrut  from  rt 

M-riulioii  ui  tJlje»e  apertures  uiiun  the  J'^posal  JuteU  i>ui>imltcd  lo  a  body  of 


uju>,  iiiuccu,  ucpnve  aim  oi  ail  claim  "*  j^uawuij,  »uuuiu  uc  uciraycu  oy  a 

to  on^ality :  in  ae^oiktin^  him,  how.  the  medical  profesdon,  to  be 

ever,  of  plajpiarism,  it  must  be  at  the  the  form  of  a  Stamp  Duty  on 

expense  of  irapu^in^- bis  industry,  and  Diph)ma  held   hv  Tt^  ituHv  idual 

familiarity  w  ith  what  has  alreadv  bf  <  n  nicmbers.    I  respeetfidfy  submit  Ui  your 

written  upon  the  subject.  Iu  his  anxu  iy,  I^wrdRhi|>,  in  .supp<»rt  of  luy  objectioua  to 

howeTer,  for  the  attaliunent  of  know-  P'^f^'^^        oppressive  Tax,  that 

ledf^,  he  cannot  fail  to  »ee  that  it  ta  qiK^^tion  was  devised,  not  for 

auu;h  more  important  to  make  out  what  exclusi*e  advantag^c  of  Anatomical 

is  true  than  what  is  new  ;  ami  will  ffach*^!**  «»f  Students  in  Anatomy,  or  of 

tifeerefore  derive  even  ^ratifieation  from  Medical  Practitioners,  as  a  cla8.s,'but  for 

the  fact,  that  his  own  views  have  been  ^®  security  and  comfort  of  the  public 

thu>  (  orrnb(»nited  by  antic^wtion,  unon  lar^c.    The  objects  of  the  Bill,  as 

such  high  authority.  stated  in  its  preamble,  are,  the  pmf « » tif  ti 

1  am,  sir,  of  Anatomy  by  law,  and  the  prcveniiou 

Your  obedient  servant^  of  murder,  sacrilege,  and  otW  crimes 

and  constant  reader^  hitherto  resulting  to  society  from  Uie 

H.  HuoHsOH.  want  of  such  Icffislative  protection. 

Msf     1833.  ^*  "*       furtherance  of  these  objects 

of  the  Bill,  all  classes  of  men  are  e(|uaJly 
interested,  the  expenses  incidental  to  its 
administration  shonld  in  justice  be  de* 


Digitized  by  toogle 


906     TAX  ON  ANATOMY— MBUORIAL  TO  LORD  HBLBOURKE 


frnved  hy  a  char^^c  coiumoii  to  all — by 
a  c^iurj^e,  Uierelute,  in  which  the  Medi- 
cal Profeanon  woold  be  included  with 
tlir  public,  of  which  public  its  iin  inl)oi  s 
form  Tin  inroTisidcrahle  part.  It  ^vas 
not,  I  w  ill  beg  of  your  Lordship  to  ob- 
senre,  with  tbe  eonciinciioe  of  die  Modi* 
cal  Profession,  that,  ontU  witbin  the  last 
f« w  ntonths,  All;rtoTn^^  w  :»s  sfii^niatized 
hy  the  law  of  Eagland,  <\\\d  that,  c«)nse- 
^ueiitly,  Auatomj'  in  Eug^laud  wna  made 
to  depnid  on  fobl>erv,  aacrOege,  and 
other  crimes,  for  its  principal  opportuni- 
ties of  study.  The  jslatf  rtftlif  laws  re- 
lating- to  Anatomy  iu  thi.s  couutrj  pre- 
vious to  the  enactment  of  the  recent  ata* 
tttte,  it  will  now  be  admitted,  waa  a  re- 
proach to  all  classes  of  socit  ly,  cxceptinj; 
only  to  the  members  of  the  >T*  (li(al 
Profession,  who  appealed  earnesiiy  and 
continually,  but  in  vain,  against  their 
foUj,  their  barbarity,  and  their  iiyus- 
licc.  Surely  then,  inw  Lord.  tli(  tjk  tn- 
bt  rs  (if  tlir*  Medical  l^rofesiiioH  should, 
least  of  hU  men.  be  taxed  for  the  repeal 
of  lawaby  wbioi,  as  a  class,  they  were 
insulted  and  degraded,  for  the  preveu* 
tion  of  crimes  whieh  were  the  certain 
consequence  of  the  operation  of  such 
laws,  and  of  which  the  ^remment  were 
by  them  aguin  and  ag>aiii  forew  ariied. 

On  the  -^ame  plea,  indeed,  with  a 
creater  shew  of  ju^tticr,  mi^ht  a  Poll- 
Tax  be  deroandeii  from  Dissenters,  as 
the  price  of  their  admission  into  the  dif. 
fen  iit  uiuniciiial  corporations  of  the 
realm — from  C'atholir<j,  as  }i  rf>Tt^idfm- 
timi  to  he  paitl  for  their  cliji^ii>ility  to 
seals  iu  I'arliameut—fruiu  the  Jews,  for 
the  removal  of  the  political  disabilitieB 
bj  which  tlwj  have  so  Ionic  insult- 
ed and  oppressed.  I  may  further  be 
alhmtd  to  observe  to  your  Lordship, 
that  as,  in  the  public  interest,  it  was  im- 
pottihle  that  the  enormities  ]>eri)etnited 
under  the  former  state  of  the  laws 
sIiumM  h<'  nnnwrd  to  roiitinue,  the  15ill 
f<»r  prcvi  utiiig^  their  rccunrence  cannot 
be  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  ho&u  spe- 
cially granted  to  the  Medical  Profes- 
sion, as  distin{ruished  liom  the  other 
clas«f<!  (if  »;ocirtv. 

Morcuvt  i  ,  it  is  not  for  ihc  public  in- 
terest, my  Lord— 4t  would  not  tend  to 
the  comfort  and  tranqnillitv  of  the  pub- 
lie  mind,  that  Anatmuif  tl  frarhrrs  and 
Stiideiitjs  should  huv  the  Htll  for  rrgii- 
laling^  Schools  of  A naloiay  l'n»iu  govern- 
ment — that  the  tnsnector'of  the  Anato. 
mical  Schools  should  be  paid  hy  those 
whom  he  iospeets.  The  membersof  the 


Medical  Pruics^iuu  should^  and  timst,  he 
ab«tve  suspicion  in  this  mutter,  liy 
submitting  to  the  Tax  which  your  Lord- 
ship lias  fliought  tit  to  propose  to  theiii, 
they  would  appear  to  buy  from  the 
gorerumenl  a  legal  degradation,  dis- 
^raeeAd  onl J  to  the  Legiahitttre  whieh 
imposed  it,  and  might  be  soppost>d  to 
admit  an  imputation  a<<  attadiing'  to 
them  crimes  ibr  whicli  they,  of  all 
others,  are  least  responsible  ;  and  which, 
in  common  with  all  men,  they  regard 
with  grief,  horror,  and  dismay.  I  fur- 
ther submit  to  your  Lordship,  that  the 
trouble  (to  which  in  the  public  interciit 
they  cheerfully  submit)  imposed  by  tbe 
olausea  of  the*  Bill  on  Teachers  of  Ann* 
toniy,  is  considemblr,  and  that  thf  ex- 
j)onsuii  incurred  by  them  and  hy  their 
students  in  Dlss^tiou,  are  still  enor- 
mous aa  compared  with  those  of  the 
French  and  other  $choola«-that  tliey 
cannot,  on  any  priMciph-  i  f  ptiblir  jus- 
tice, he  cfuisiihrcd  as  <>aiuerf  hy  thtt 
Bill,  in  being  released  through  its  pro- 
Tiaions  from  expenses,  insults,  and  per- 
secutions, which  had  latterly  become  in- 
tolerable. I  (In  not  hesitatr  to  represent 
to  your  Lordnliip  that  it  \tould  cieu  l»e 
impossible  to  withdraw  the  protection  of 
the  law  from  tltc  study  of  Anatomy, 
and  that  should  tbe  Me<lical  Pnifessiou 
decline  payment  of  the  tax  uhich  it  is 
posed  U>  levy  ejtvlunveiu  on  tiietn 
the  advantage  of  the  nublic  at  Iarg«, 
the  Government  arc  still  bound  to  pre- 
vent th*^  f\f iintion  of  Anatouiieal  K<-i- 
euce  iu  this  country,  and  to  preheat  the 
recurrence  of  the  dreadful  crimes  by 
which,  in  the  abeenoe  of  all  legislntir* 
protection,  it  mu>t  of  necessity  be  ac- 
compaiiied.  It  is,  I  need  not  ohsoTTe, 
the  direct  interest  of  every  man  mliiict- 
ed  with,  or  liable  t4>.  Disease  and  Acca« 
dent,  that  Anatomy  should  at  leaat  be 
tolerat4'd  in  this  country  ;  and  1  ventnro 
to  r\])res<  to  your  Lonlship  my  humble 
ouLuiou,  thai  it  is  the  duty  of  everv 
Government  to  secure  its jpeaoefiJ  coL. 
tivataon  for  Uie  l>enctit  ot  all,  agaiimt 
outrage  and  w  ithout  crime. 

I  foifh<T  take  the  liberty  of  caHinjj- 
to  your  Lordship's  recoU^tion  a  ei>r> 
respondenoe  which  took  place  between 
Mr.  a.  Lamb  and  myself  on  this  sub- 
ject, in  the  month  of  SejUoujbcr  IS,T2, 
when  the  Act  tirst  came  into  ojieratiou. 
In  reply  to  a  letter  roU&tiug  the  deiuaoii 
of  an  '\  Office  Fee"*  of  9/.  St.  6if.  on  the 
Anatomical  lioenae^  as  unanthotiaed 
by  any  of  the  pronaions  of  the  Act, 
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nr.  L^iiib  jellies,  fn*m  your  Lordii)iip, 
'ial  "  he  hail  irivoii  directions,  \^  it h  a 
^drw  ot~  rt?dueiu^  the  expeuse  tu  tiie 
(tt  fiur    the  offidu  legukliou 


«iD  WBUtof)^  Aat      muBber  of  per- 

v-T^  rrquirmjB^  a  license  to  practis<>  Ana. 
ugmr  in  the  same  pJace,  shnU  he  in 
tlafled  in  tbe  saoie  Uoeme  ;  and  that  in 
iMe  ease*  wImiv  it  ina j  be  neoetarf 

6»  imem  any  license,  on  account  of 
fkansps  of  resirlfoce,  no  fee  whatcvrr 
«iU  be  charged  for  Mich  renewed  U- 

I  Mf  <c4leny  tiibnit  ta  joar  Loud- 

that  by  this  Icttrr  a  prmiiis*^  h  vir- 
mnnr  |rireii  from  the  ilcmo  OtHce  to 
lite  members  of  tiie  Medical  Prolession 
^  «4r  whom  are  inoliidefi  id  ifae  clan 
«f  Anatomists)  that  no  sumeball  be  de* 
tnaode^  fr«>ni  thcni,  uiidf  r  jtn  text  of  the 
Bill,  exceptiiiLf  (hi%  tbe  Utiice  k'ee  of 
21  2c.  Gd.  to  be  charged  on  the  Anato- 
miaA  Ttmther  aa  tbe  price  of  bin  li* 
cm5^.    It  was,  I  bejf  leave  to  observe, 
in  tbe  fear  that  the  prineijile  on  uliieh 
fhh  demand  was  made  niiirht  aftti'~ 
vmrds  be  eJtteuded  to  the  great  body  of 
AaMowcal  Stodento,  that  I  at  once  felt 
it  ST  ditty  10  addms  your  Lonidiip  on 

ibr  «iihjr'rt. 

lu  n  IV  reTic<?  to  ihe  correspomleuce  to 
wfaicb   1   have  alluded,  I  ciitinot  re- 
fina  Ifom  ev[)res.sinnr  my  ritieere  opi- 
■Ml,  ibat  the  exaction  of  a  l^amp 
Ehinr  on  Uie  Medical   and  .Snrqnrai 
Diploma,  with  the  view  of  del'raying 
the  Police  chargfes  incidental  to  the 
Aaaliimieal  License,  ninst  be  leg^aided 
a  a  breach  nf  faith  (however  uninten. 
tional)  from  the  Government  to  tlic  Me- 
dical  Profession.    1  respectfully  urg-e 
on  jovr  Lordship's  kind  attention,  that 
Ibe  sum  wbiefa  it  is  propo§ed  to  raise 
eerid.  in  very  many  msfanees,  he  ill 
spared    hy    th<»   Anatoniicnl  Student, 
whose  niean.s,  and  those  of  his  family, 
are  frequently  exbaiBted  by  tbe  ex- 
penses of  the  protracted  education  re- 
quired from  him  by  tho^  who  ^ant  his 
n??)l»»nia.    I  be^,  in  conclusion,  to  di- 
rect y«mr  Lordship's  attention  to  Clause 
TL  of  tbe  Act,  b  v  which  it  i«  provided, 
tbit  itvbail  be  lawful  for  his  Miycsty 
to  ^iit  to  every  sm  li  Inspector  an 
anTiiial  s.i!Tr\\  not  excecdinrr  one  hun- 
dred pouitds,  f<n  his  trouble,  and  to  al. 
low  sodi  a  Mim  of  money  Ibr  the  ex- 
pemet  of  bis  oihce  as  may  anitear  rea- 
sonable; su(  li  salaries  and  allowrtTU  fs 
|i»  be  char^'e<l  «>n  the  eansolidated  iuud 
of  tbe  United  Kingdom,  and  to  be  pay. 


able  quarterly,  and  Att  «B  annital  re- 
turn .if  all  sticli  salaries  and  allow- 
ances shall  lie  made  to  Parliament  " 

By  this  clause  your  Lordship  >«  ill  ob. 
S4^rve,  that  tlie  charges  incidental  to  tbe 
Bill  are  distinefly  reeovjuized  as  at- 
fnehing,  not  to  th''  Me<l!r:^l  Profession 
m  particular,  but  to  the  I'ublic  gene- 
rally; diat  tbe  Fund  fimn  which  they 
are  to  be  defrayed  is  a  Publie  Fund,  and 
thnt  under  the  present  Bill,  the  Govern- 
ment and  Parlia)ni  !it  ar»'  bnth  directly 
pledged  to  llie  payiucut  and  proper  dia- 
onnement  of  tbe  sum  tbns  requited  fiir 
an  important  public  serv  ice ;  and  this 
without  nnv  n  f'  n  ru'e  to  thv  o|»ini(»ns, 
wishes,  or  interests,  of  the  Medieal  Pro- 
ietsiou,  entire,  or  in  any  of  its  divisions* 
I  hare  the  bonour  to  be. 
My  Lord, 

Your  Xiordsbip's  obedient  ser^  ant, 

London,  May  7,  l^X^. 


CLAIMS  OF  THE  EDINBURGH 
SURGEONS 

TO  PEACTISB  AS  APOTHBCAaiSS  IN  KVO- 
LAND. 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  GnzHit, 

Sir, 

Trrr  natives  of  this  country  are  as  pro- 
\erbially  slow  and  apathetic  in  any 
matters  that  concern  their  interest,  as 
our  n<'i<^hbours  to  the  north  of  the 
Tweed  are  ac  live  and  vigilant ;  and  the 
manner  in  uhich  tin-  rrspeetive  parties 
are  proceetliug  at  tlio  preisent  time,  is  a 
proof  of  this  Met.  In  your  last  number 
you  notice  the  very  important  altenu 
tions  in  the  Aj)oliiecaries'  Act  which  are 
eoTifi'TU])lated  by  government,  by  which 
the  dillerent  graduate!*  «d'  Scotch  Uni- 
▼ersities,  and  the  memben  of  tbe  Edin- 
burgh  College  of  Surgeons,  are  to  have 
the  ritrlit  of  practising  in  England  as 
ajiotheearies. 

I  do  nut  mean  to  enter  into  tbe  pro- 
])riet  \  of  this  very  strong  measure,  by 
which  a  person  educated  n>r  one  brancn 
of  the  profession  in  one  eotintrv,  is  to 
He  allowed  to  ^(raelisr  another  i)rauehof 
tbe  profession  in  uiiotber  countiy;  nei- 
tber  sbali  I  dwell  upon  tbe  different 
(daim  set  up  by  the  gra<luate,  as  com- 
pared with  that  brought  forward  by  the 
Kdinhurqfh  surgeon,  which  may  by 
some  be  considered  superior,  in  conse- 
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qucDCc  of  the  presumed  superiority  of 
tne  ethicatlou  ui'  ike  funncr  over  the 
f^urgroii  and  orer  the  apothecary  also; 
thoug'li  it  would  seem,  from  tin-  K'joc. 
tion  of  so  many  Ex- 
aminers of  the  Apothecaries'  C'ompanj, 
tbat  thw  ftuperionty  is  but  Msnmed.  I 
cannot  hut  express  my  opinion,  however, 
that  if  tlie  apothecaries  <»f  Entjflaml 
have  heen  so  considrrabh  elevated  in 
puhlic  estimation  bv  the  compulsory  ex- 
amiuation  establialied  in  1816^  as  to 
make  it  desiralilc  for  the  Scotch  ffn^ 
dilate  to  drop  liis  di-Tiitv,  and  pnictisc 
in  this  country  an  apothecary,  that 
I  cannot  sec  any  hardship  in  his  not  be- 
ing' allowed  to  supersede  and  set  at  de- 
fiance the  authority  of  the  public  body, 
uliirli  lias,  by  its  judicious  reg^ulations, 
erttTtcd  tins  very  change,  because  the 
higher  cbaracter  for  knowledg^e,  wbidi 
be  claims  to  himsrlf,  ought  to  r^Muler 
l^if  t-\:iminat'on  bv  thf  A|>otlircaiie?H' 
(  (  tiiji my,  who55c  laws  admit  liini  to  cx- 
aaauauun,  a  very  easy  matter  to  him, 
after  the  superior  one  be  has  already 

uiideri^oi  r. 

I  wish,  however,  to  draw  yottr  at- 
tention more  especially  to  the  Edin- 
burgh surgeons,  who  were,  by  the  pro- 
posed measure,  to  be  alsi»  «.]iul)]«-<l  to 

fractise  as  apothecaries  in  England. 
sn1»nat,  sir,  t  ithcr  that  they  have  no 
claim  at  all  to  this  boon,  or  else  that  the 
member  of  the  Englisb  College  of  Sur- 
geons (who  at  present  has  no  power  to 
prat  ri  I-  as  an  apotherary  in  iiis  mrn 
country)  oip^lit  at  least  to  have  as  much 
power  granted  to  him  it»  is  conferred 
upon  the  member  of  the  Ediubufgb 
CoWc^c.  I  cannot,  certainly,  under* 
stand  by  «liat  rules  of  law  or  rrpiity  a 
foreigner  is  to  enjoy  greater  pri*  i  I t^n  s 
in  England  than  are  conferrca  upon  an 
Englidiman  of  the  same  rank,  and  cha- 
racter, and  education.  •* 

The  members  of  the  English  College 
of  .Surgeons  have  been  repeatedly-  pro- 
secuted fur  practi  ing  as  apothecaries 
(see  Alison  r.  Huydon,  and  many  siroi* 
lar  trial!<),  and  the  Judges  have  as  fre- 
ouently  decided  against  them.  Either, 
tiien,  the  Edinburgh  surgeon  ought  not 
to  baYe  bis  name  inserted  in  the  act  aa 
exempt  from  tii<  Anotbecariea*  jurisdie- 
tion,  or  the  English  surjicons  nnir^t  fn 
bestir  tin  niNplves  to  have  the.i  i  l  uiiis 
allowed  also,  as  exempted  fruiu  ii-s  upe- 
lation. 

Vott  will  observe,  air,  I  have  ex. 
pwased  no  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of 


JRGEONft  TO  PRACTISK  AS 

such  a  regulation  in  either  case,  hut 
only  expressed  my  conviction  as  to  the 
equal  rights  of  both  parties;  especiany 
as  I  know,  by  the  experience  f*f  many 
person<5  who  have  tandcriron**  hoiii  ex- 
aminations, that  the  ordeal  before  the 
London  Eiamlners  is  often  much  more 
trying  than  that  before  the  Edinhnrgh 
College.  For  my  own  part,  howrvrr,  I 
can  see  no  n  .i'inn  for  the  contemplat<ni 
alterations  m  ciiiier  cose.  Let  the  two 
bodies  of  surgeons  practise  as  sun^eona  ; 
or  if  they  are  desirous  of  combiuinrr 
their  own  profession  with  another,  let 
theui  shew  their  fitness  to  do  so,  by  un- 
deri;oing  such  proofs  of  their  knowledge 
as  the  Mglalaturc  has  considered  rij^t 
and  i»roper,  and  the  working  of  which, 
on  llie  whole,  has  l»eon  found  proifur- 
tive  of  public  gotni,  hy  all  parties  ex- 
cept  these  new  and  foreign  etaimants, 
with  whose  rights  and  privilegea  in 
Scotland  the  English  apothecaries Mrer 
inter  {'ere. 

Vou  may  perhaps  recollect  that  a  tem- 
porary act  was  passed  for  one  year  at 
1825,  to  amend  the  Apothecarica*  act  of 

IHI.^t,  whieli  gave  the  p<»v\«  r,  perhaps 
very  properly,  to  the  *'  snrtjeons  an<l 
assistaut-surgeon.s  in  his  Maje.sU  'i»  navy, 
to  the  surgeons  or  assistant-surgeons,  or 
apothecaries,  in  his  Majesty's  annj,  wmI 
to  the  surgeon^.  :ind  assistant-surgeons 
in  the  East  India  Company  s  service,  to 

fractise  as  apothecaries  in  any  part  of 
England  or  Wales,  without  undergoing 
an  examination  by  the  Company  of 
Apothecaric>.  This  aet  mi'jflit  itc  again 
renewed  witiiout  hardship  to  any  per- 
son, because  their  officers  have  ondcr* 
gone  additional  exmmuuitum  since  thcT' 
obtained  the  tliplumas  of  the  f^v^  Col- 
leges <»f  Surgeons,  and  by  i(  i  ir^^'St 
number  of  Edinburgh  graduates  and 
surgeons,  who  kmd  jmm  thetr  Jitntsg, 
would  be  at  once  allowed  to  settle  in 
England,  since  so  many  of  them  wrt 
officers  in  these  i»er»  ices. 

There  is  also  another  clau;»t-  in  this 
temporary  act,  which  might  perhipa  bo 
re-<*nacted  with  advantage :  it  ia  this: — 
'*  Wlicreas,  manv  per>ons  nhn  s^  o.-d 
an  apprcutic^ip  of  the  like  period  (live 
years)  to  surgeons,  have  reocired  a  full 
and  competent  medical  education  to  en- 
able tliem  to  y)ractisr  as  apothecaries, 
but  the  said  Court  <d  Examiners  Ar/r* 
not  tinv  jton  mr  tv  examint  such j>er»oa«  ; 
be  it  therefore  enacted,  that  nom  and 
after  the  passing  4»f  this  act,  it  shall  ami 
may  be  lawful  to,  and  for  the  said  Conn 
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of  V\nmineTri,  to  »'\-aniiiiP  snrli  ]>f>rsntis  mind,  on  a  subject  thus  pr(^^"nf!llt  With 

ai»  to  iJicir  iitiiesa  lur,  or  <|ualiticauaii  l4»  iiilerusl  to  the  niemhers  of  the  medical 

•ei  as  Motheearies,  wbo  ifaall  produce  profesuon  Ihrouj^^hout  the  coiintr/ — 

ptoof  or  having  sened  an  apprentice-  wbelher  pbjsiciKm,  surgeons,  or  apo- 

ship  of  not  Irs^  tfmn  fire  if  ears  to  a  tbecarief,  yonngf  or  old,^  practitioners  or 

memhcr  of*  lii*   Koyal  Co\\v<rQ  of  Sur-  pupils. 

gvons  in  Lutiilou,  or  to  a  iiieuiber  of  tiie  Jt  has  been  too  much  the  fa^shiou  of 

Roynl  CfUttfe  of  Surffwm  in  Edm*  late  to  ground  the  defence  of  the  Apo- 

iUrjfA,  or  toav^ber  of  tbeBojalCol*  thecaries*  Act  upon  the  improvements 

Icg-c  of  Sunjrot'!*  i»  Dnldiii,  or  to  a  snr-  wlnrli  it  has  f  flVcted  in  mcuical  educa- 

in  Ills  Majesty's*  army  or  navj';  to-  tion  .since  IHl.j.    All  that  is  readilj 

|fetWr  wiiJi  proof,  to  the  satistfactiuii  of  conceded,    iiut  it  is  time  to  do  siome- 

ne  aaad  Conrt  of  Examiners,  of  a  snffi-  tbinnf  more  than  to  look  with  compla- 

^mt  medical  education,  and  of  good  cencj  upon  our  present  position  oom- 

montl  ronduct;  in  like  manner  as  bj  pared  with  that  of  our  predecessors, 

liie  skiid  act  is  provided  with  reg'ard  to  Eighteen  years  have  elapsed  sitice  the 

persons  who  have  aenred  an  apprentice-  Act  came  into  operation :  circumstances 

ihip  of  not  leas  than  five  years  to  an  have  a  good  deal  changed  since  then ; 

qpothecary.'*  and  it  surely  is   worth  considering, 

Such  a  clause  -i'^  tliis  ouiiflit  perliip*^  srnre  the  «»-r>vrrnme?(t  are  iLToin**"  to  iif- 

toaattsiV  all  the  members  of  the  Edin-  tcrlcrc,  uhcthor  tliuy  may  not,  while 

hmk  (5olIege  of  Sur^ons,  who  are  not  they  are  aboat  it,  make  such  improve- 

wiffing  to  prove  their  own  fitness  by  raents  in  the  Act  as  will  bench t  tkas 

fass^iwr  ihrou^^h  the  required  examina-  country  as  well  as  the  Scotch  colle^rs. 

Iron,  when  they  wish  to  le;ive  their  own  The  general  character  oJ"  the  Medical 

eoimtry  U>  practi^ie  as  auoihecuries  in  Gazette  a^isures  me  of  one  thing, — that 

aaalhcrpaHofdke  Unttea  Kingdom,  to  its  pages  will  be  freely  opened  to  the 

»bidb  their  own  laws  do  not  extend.  advocacy  of  meaj»urc9  which  tend  equally 

I  wnnld  sln>r(en  the  term  of  appren-  to  benefit  the  public  and  the  profession, 

ticr^hip;  indeed,  as  the  Company  of  If  it  can  l»e  made  to  appear  that  changes 

Ajiotbecaries  themselves  very  properly  in  llie  Apothecuhe^i'  Act  are  called  for 

limbed  to  do,  an  to  their  own  appren-  by  the  circumstances  of  the  times — that 

tiecs,  against  their  own  interest,  when  they  will  tend  to  conciliate  parties,  to 

tlicy  were  compelled  to  give  way  to  the  le5ssenuselefvse\peT(<<fs,  to  nphoid  what  we 

iioosie  of  Lords.  have  got  that  is*  good,  and  to  add  to  the 

I  ha;ve  die  honour  to  be  sir,  store— to  remove  absurd  and  discredita- 

Yonr  obedient  servant,  ble  anomalies,  and  to  take  out  of  the 

An  Enolibb  SllSOSOlt.  hands  of  those  who  live  by  calumny 

Mmj  IMt  their  only  jn*^t  «p-ouTuls  of  complaint-^ 


then  am  I  sure  of  your  co-oueraliou. 
The  grounds  on  which  ue  jfnl  ii 


_  in. 

DEFECTS  IN  THE  APOTHECARIES'  road  on  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1815 
ACT—PROPOSED  REMEDY.  is  based,  inr  these.    The  jrraduates  of 
  the  Scotch  universities,  and  «j-entlemen 

Te  ike  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  diplomas  from  the  Kduibiirgli 

College  of  Sni^geons,  complain,  tliat 

Ui^  while  they  are  allowed  to  practise  on 

TfiE  remarks  in  vofir  lri=;r  !ent]incr  arti-  the  King's  lieges  in  Scotland,  and  in 

cle,  on  ihr  (  iiaiifjcs  contemplated  by  the  anny  and  navy,  and  colonies,  they 

SremmcLi  i  iu  the  Apothecaricii'  Act  of  are  not  |.ermitted  to  practise  in  England 

1^  most  hmm  oemmanded  the  atten-  until  after  a  tecond  examination.  The 

tion  of  every  rei^r  in  every  part  of  tlie  matter,  too,  is  made  worse,  by  this  second 

thn  c   king-doros.     With   tlie  pfeneral  examination  taking  place  belbre  a  Board 

spirit  of  thofie  remarks  I  cordially  con-  compoiicd  of  what  the  courtesy  of  the 

cur;  but  you  will,  I  am  siu^,  excuse  world  denominates  an  inferior  gtade  of 

toe  for  aayng,  that  they  serve  only,  in  practitioners.    Scotch  physicians  and 

tlie  lanqiiapfc  of  the  law,  <o  opCTi  Mff  cflfp.  .snrcfoons  are  examined  (and  not  nnde- 

Moch,  very  much,  remains  behind,  re-  <juently  rejected)  hy  Hnglish  apothe- 

quiriog  deep  and  long  and  patient  at-  caries  !    This  ccruiiuly  sounds  harsh. 

Mdott.   Penait  me,  dien,  to  throw  The  Edinburgh  and  'Glasgow  doctois 

•sigetbcr  the  fitat  teflectioiui  of  my  own  aigue,  fairly  enough,—**  if  we  are  unfit 

2S5l^xii.  P 
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in  y  rnctisc  in  Euijlrind  we  are  cqualiy  caries'  Company  of  Lundon,  aii«i  let  the 
uuliL  to  practise  iit  Scotland  anil  the  diplotuas  oi  each  pass  currcui  iu  die 
eovernmenl  should  in  strict  iustiee  take  several  portions  of  the  tmf&n, 
from  the  Scotch  colleges  their  prtvilc^  But  here  a  second  (piestion  meets  iia« 
of  ronft^rrinu  diplomas,  if  thev  use  that  snd  well  wortliv  it  of  every  nttrntion. 
privilcjiT  hadly,  or  if  otherwise,  make  If  we  concede,  us  I  think  in  fairness 
11  availahlc  over  the  whole  empire,  we  mast  concede,  the  demands  now 
Scotland  is  united  to  Eng-land  hy  a  made  by  the  Scotch  CoUefpes,  wbj 
»olemnactof  the  lejjislature.  A  foreign  should  not  the  Colloyf*^  of  Surtjeons  of 
state  (France,  for  instance)  miijht  rra-  I-ondon  possess  a  .similar  priviletfe  ? 
sonably  enough  require  a  Scotch  or  Obserre  the  strau^  anomaly  in  which 
English  diplomatist  to  undergo  a  second  we  are  now  placed.  The  Anotbeeailea' 
examination  before  the  lives  of  Frendi*  Company  do  not,  and  say  tner  cannot, 
men  were  cntni'^trd  to  his  can^  ;  Itiit  1\v  ,  examine  in  surg-ery.  Col- 
how  can  such  a  principle  apply  with  it^^c  (d  Surprrons  has  no  authority  to 
any  fairness  to  the  several  portions  of  compel  the  at teiulaiicc  of  pupils.  A  luau 
one  united  kingdom  ?  If,  for  Uie  purpose  therefore,  as  the  law  now  stands,  \»  pro- 
of preventing-  imposition,  and  of  secur-  scented  and  fined,  if,  widiout  a  license, 
injjtlH* puMi'  from d.'infjrr.rr^^istrati'Mi  in  hf  ifives  a  natif»nt  a  dn*io  of  salts  nnt  (if 
I/ondon  is  requisite,  let  the  Apothecaries'  his  own  sIjou  ;  while  liie  \ery  same 
Company  in  London  admit  scotch  gra*  nian  is  letcally  entitled  to  cut  off  that 
duates  aind  surgeons  to  a  diploma  ad  patient's  le;^,  or  to  tie  his  carotid  artery! 
ntntlenty  just  as  a  ^faster  of  Arts  of  ^  Well  may  foreiyfiiers  stare  when  Uiey 
Trinity  Collepfo,  DnMin,  is  n<lni!»rt  d  to*  are  tdid  of  snrh  nn  anomaly  in  the  me- 
a  like  honour  iu  Oxfunl  or  Caniimdire,  dical  jud  ice  of  this  country.  Due  of  two 
on  demand.  All  this  is  fair  and  intelli-  thinpp«  ought  long  aj;o  to  have  been 
tri' 1' ■  Indeed  it  seems  to  me  that  the  done, — either  the  College  of  Sur^feoas 
f>(  t»t(li  diiclors  liave  evidently  the  best  should  ha\r  ]H  (iti<»ned  the  Ij*  LTislature 
of  flu-  argrunu  nf  :  ;Kid  that  cfovcniment  to  throw  a  legal  sanction  over  their  pro. 
til  ink  so  hi  plain  li  uai  their  consenting  ceedings,  and  to  grant  them  concurrent 
themselves  to  hrin^f  in  the  new  Act  jurisdiction  with  the  worshtpfol  Com* 
The  only  wonder  ts,  that  the  Scotch,  pany  of  Apothecaries ;  or  the  said  wi»r. 
w  ho  are  t'>1<  rably  canity  in  looking'  shipful  Cornpany  sli()iil<l  hare  petitioned 
after  their  own  interests,  should  have  PaHianu  nt  tu  *^i\e  them  the  power  of 
put  up  w  ith  the  injustice  so  long.  examining  in  surger^'. 

It  IB  no  answer  to  this,  to  say,  as  I      It  is  certainly  discreditable  to  this 

hare  often  heard  said,  that  the  Scotch  country,  that  wings  should  hare  re. 

physicians  and  surgeons  an-,  in  <'>mc  mained  in  tlieir  present  ft^r  ri'jh- 

instauces,  found,  upon  rr  exaimruinon^  teen  long-  y«'ars,  and  absjolutely  nnpos'- 

to  be  incompetent.    Hundreds  of  men  sible  that  this  should  continue  many 

now  practising  in  England,  andprae-  years  longer.   Why  are  not  tiM  College 

tilting  with  credit  too,  would,  if  called  of  Surgeons  of  rx>ndon  as  active  as  their 

up  before  the  Court  of  Examiners,  pass  hrcthn  M    in    EdinlmrfrH  ?      liet  them 

a  very  bad  reexamination, — be  unable  awake  Jrom  ilieir  slumber,  take  warnings 

to  answer  one  word  about  the  chemistry  from  what  is  passing  around  them,  nna 

of  the  hydriodates,  and  stumble,  perhaps,  f^eize  the  t^olden  opportunity  which  now 

at  the  very  first  question  in  anatomy,  offers,  of  recoveniiR-  their  legitimate 

The  point  in  dispute  is,  not  whetliertfic  ^htxre  of  influence  oyer  medical  edticm- 

party  can  or  cannot  pass  a  second  cxa-  lion  in  liiis  country, 
nunation,  but  whether  a  second  exami.     In  my  next  communication  I  propose 

nation  Is  or  is  not  a  fair  thing.    If  a  to  address  myself  to  some  Other  dafecta 

jnan  he  once  declared  coniiu  t*  nf,  by  a  in  the  Apothecaries' Act. 
recoyntsed  authority,  is  it  fair  to  put       Until  my  namesake  recovers  from  his 

him  to  his  trial  again,  merely  because  present  severe  attack  of  trismus,  peruiit 

his  patient  lives  in  Newcastle,  and  not  me  to sub^«cribe  myself, 
in  Jedburgh  .'*  Wh  y  may  we  not  admit  Your  obedient  servant, 

the  principle  of  concurrent  jrnT«5nrc-  ^^axilla  IlirBMOft. 

TioNs  ?    I.«  t  the  Collefires  of  Surgeons     Lwutoo^Majr  u,  l^ia. 

of  Edinburgh  and  Dublin  have  a  con-   

current  jnnsdietion  with  the  Apothe* 
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MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

Smturday^  May  18,  1839. 

«•  Ltcvt  •■nitbn«,  Itrtt  ctlwn  mlbl,  dtgnlttttnr 

Jkrtis  M^dicT  tueri  ;  ]ioli'^tn^  mr.do  retilendi  to 
publicum  kit,  dicsndl  periculum  noD  recunu." 

Cicsmo. 

ENOLI8R  AND  SCOTCH  OENERAL 
PRACTTTIONERa 

Iff  a  fabMqucnt  page  we  ^iT«  tbe  offi- 
cial docnmenlS'tlie  special  inenages, 
•f  the  two  bodies  who  contend  wbkh 
should  bare  tbe  better  ngbt  to  suppljr 
tbe  public  wiA  general  practitioners. 
We  wisb  tbe  impartial  reader  would 
pemse  them  attentively,  and  Ibnn  for 
himself  a  deliberate  opinion  of  their  re- 
speetire  contents.  For  our  parts,  with* 
e«rt  pfesuming-  to  guide  the  profession 
OB  parttenlar  points  conneeted  with  the 
sid>iect,  we  shall  content  ourselves  with 
»  few  n  "r-rlvs  on  its  general  beannofs, 
aBdconsuier  the  (|iiostion,  at  len^it  for 
the  present,  in  its  broad  and  chief  as- 
pect—nameljr,  as  to  the  effect  H-hich  a 
decision  in  either  waj  will  have  on  the 
public  welfare. 

It  mig'ht  seem  to  be  almost  super- 
fluous to  observe  that  in  cvfrr  qtirstimi 
of  \h\^  sort  the  p  ihlic  intercut  sliould  he 
attcn*J<'«!  to  in  pn  l'(  rrtu  o  to  tliat  of  any 
individnals  or  part  *  nl  :r  sot  of  men: 
T<  t  ^v^  r<  ar  that  the  juinciplr,  however 
'•^■vious,  is  too  apt  to  ovt  rlookt  <1,  and 
Hf  laorr  than  apprciKiul  that  on  tlie 
present  occasion  it  has  liren  rathor 
thrown  over-board  bj  our  northern 
brethren. 

The  fjuestion  is  not  merely  %vhich  sys- 
tiui — the  present,  or  that  v^hich  is  pro- 
posc*d  to  be  put  in  its  place — is  calculated 
to  supply  an  abler  class  of  practitioners 
—though  toudiing  this  point  there  is 
ample  room  Ibr  diflerence  of  opinion— 
but  iriiich,  either  bjr  ila  direct  opera- 
tion,  or  the  abuses  it  might  lead  to, 
would  be  most  likely  to  leave  the  pub- 
lie  in  an  unpnitected  state^^xpoied  to 


tbe  malpractices  of  shoals  of  quacks 
and  pretenders.  Now  it  happens  that 
both  systems  have  been  already  tried, 
and  of  each  some  sort  of  judgment 
may  be  formed:  that  of  the  Socie^ 
of  Apothecaries  has  been  in  action 
during  tbe  last  eighteen  yearn;  and  with 
what  vigilance  those  functionaries  have 
disehatged  their  duty  during  that  period 
even  their  opponentsmust  admit :  uliile 
of  the  efiects  of  the  uncontrolled  iinroi- 
giationof  Scotch  practitioners,  and  those 
who,  under  their  banner,  practised  their 
impositions  on  the  public,  the  country 
had  woeful  experience  in  tl)e  \  ery  cir- 
cumstances which  called  for  the  Apothc> 
caries*  Act. 

Thus  a  primA  facie  case  is  made  out 
in  favour  of  tbe  existiuff  system,  so  far 
as  the  protection  of  the  public  i«<  con- 
cerned: not  that  ue  mean  to  say  that 
such  protection  is  atthppre«!t  nt  luomt nt, 
or  ha"?  been,  as  eon>])h  te  as  it  ou^ht 
to  he:  f<'r  t))<'  tnitli  is,  that  even  as 
matter>  lia\  e  stood  for  years  past,  the 
encroachments  of  unqualilieil  intrndcrs 
have  been  such  as  to  sbe\v  tlie  ineffi- 
ciency ofthe  meaiiH  adopted  by  tlie  legis- 
lature for  the  care  of  the  public  welfare  ; 
but  wliat  vvc  mean  is,  that  if  the  Apo- 
lliceai  it  s'  Act  has  been  in  some  respects 
inadeejuate  to  the  ends  proposed,  the  con- 
templated i  haii^es  will  most  likely  throvr 
open  the  door  tfi  truly  dati^^erous  conse- 
quences.   To  the  injustice,  then,  that 
would  accrue  to  the  public  from  imma- 
ture or  meddlesome  legislation,  we  are 
desirous  at  present  of  cdling  the  reader's 
best  attention;  thoug^h  not  less  obvious 
than  this  is  tbe  special  injury  which 
such  legislation  would  inflict  on  a  large 
and  valuable  body  of  the  community— 
the  general  practitioners,  upwards  of 
10,000  in  number,  who,  having  com- 
plied with  the  arrangements  of  tbe  pre- 
sent system,  on  the  faith  of  being  allowed 
to  punue  a  respectable  caieer,  unmo- 
lested by  unqualified   intruders,  are 
clearly  entitled,  next  aAer  the  commu- 
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aity  ttt  lar^,  t»  the  BpecUl  piolectioii 

for  which  thej  may  be  said  to  have 
■okmnly  bargained.  Under  the  ny^ 
tern  which  it  is  proposed  to  adopt 
as  an  impforement,  these  g'entlcmen 
win  have  to  straggle  for  their  sub- 
sistence with  numben  of  advcnturt  rs 
who,  under  the  mask  or  pretence  of 
Scotch  qualification,  will  inundate  thp 
country.  Nor  is  it  possible  to  nvrrhtok 
the  serious  detriment  with  which  tlie 
introduction  of  «uch  a  sjstein  mu^it  also 
affect  those  gentlemen,  more  particularly 
belonging  to  the  provincial  schools, 
uho  have  devoted  lh<  iiis(lvi"<  to  th'- 
buiiiueKS  of  education  on  the  laitli  oi 
the  exiiitinaf  lau ,  ami  uhosc  cxctl- 
lent  system  of  iliscij»liiif,  imw  m  ii  n, ^1 
and  generally  aj)pr«ve<l,  m\i>L  Uv  Imni- 
bled  in  the  dust,  in  (inh-r  to  give  place 
to  ihu  wider  range  of  Scotch  practi- 
tioners and  teachers.  These  latter  re- 
sults arc  so  obvious  that  it  is  impossible 
to  avoid  noticing  tlieni  even  while  intent 
ou  mattets  of  more  general  scope ;  and 
we  will  only  add,  that  perhaps  nothing 
can  aSbid  a  stronger  conttast  than  the 
cool  indilTereace  with  which  the  English 
patties  jvst  allndcd  to,  and  whose  inte- 
rests  sre  nnquestionahljststake,  sitdown 
in  passtre  contemplation  of  the  incmsion 
nMditatcd  upon  Aem,  and  the  stirring 
aetiTitj  snd  decided  purpose  manifested 
hj  their  adversaries  in  the  north.  But 
as  we  have  said,  in  the  consideration  of 
these  matlm,  the  interests  of  particular 
groups  concerned  in  the  contemplated 
changes^  must  give  waj  before  the  supe- 
rior dahns  of  the  public  good. 

It  wss  a  state  of  things  iniiiiitelj 
worse  than  is  even  now  pretended  to 
exist  that  gave  rise  to  the  pnsent 
powers  of  the  Apothecaries.  The  country 
was  overrun  with  hordes  of  bsihsTOUS 
empirics,  from  whose  dsngcrous  doings 
the  public  had  neither  security  nor  pro- 
tection. In  such  circamstances  the 
safety  of  the  community  necessarily  be- 
came au  object  of  sit^utiou  to  lb«  legis- 


latore :  and  hence  the  act  of  1815,  which 
constitutirs  what  the  Scotch  claimants 
call  a  "  monoj)oly."  The  terra  may  be 
a  convenient  one  for  our  northern  peti- 
tioners, and  the  more  so  as  there  is 
something  invidious  alxmt  the  vrrr 
sound  of  it;  hwt  if  we  understand 
aright,  its  nuaninjif  is  simjily  this — 
that  Kji^land  and  Wales,  froni  tiin<* 
itunicnioriai,  up  to  a  certain  ]  i  i kI^  had 
been  tlic  free  and  undisputed  manor 
of  all  comers,  licx?uscd  sportsmen, 
poachers,  Htui  all ;  w  ln  rcas  it  has  been 
re*ierved  of  late  years  for  those  who  have 
s]>ccial qualifications;  and  certain  liMmc- 
ki  cpei-s  hare  been  *  appointed  lor  liie 
better  prescrvaiion  of  the  "Ji-ame,  and  for 
repelling  the  intni^ion  of  the  unquali- 
fied. Thes*'  «;aiiu  kee]>ers  are  the  mono- 
polists.  The  term,  hov%tver,  i>  used  in 
a  sense  ostensibly  more  precise  and 
plausihie :  it  is  complained  by  the 
Scotch  reformers  that  the  general  me- 
dical practice  of  England  is  mono- 
polized solely  by  those  licensed  by  the 
Society  of  Apothecaries,  and  that  it  is 
unfair,  nay  unjust,  to  exclude  thus  Irom 
English  practice  gentkmm  of  Scotland 
who  do  not  choose  to  submit  to  the  rega- 
lations  laid  down  hj  the  ezisUng  law. 
They  hold  that  to  a  certafn  extent,  of 
course  as  far  as  will  suit  their  pur- 
poses, things  should  be  in  eommon  be- 
tween the  two  countries ;  and  that  it  in 
Teiy  hard  thatthe  Tweed  should  he  the 
boundary  of  the  general  practice  of 
Scotch  grsduates  and  diplomatists  will- 
ing  to  settle  on  EngKih  ground.  Sueh 
a  limitation  ihej  hold  to  be  a  monopoly. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  advocsles  of  the 
Apothecaries*  Act  point  out  the  impera*. 
tivc  necessity  of  keeping  up  a  restrietiofi 
of  the  kind,  for  the  sake  of  the  pahlte 
safety;  they  show  the  confusion  to 
which  a  removal  of  Scotch  disahalitits 
would  give  rise;  and  without  answering 
the  charge  of  monopoly,  in  the  sense  to 
which  the  Scotch  petitioners  employ  it, 
they  content  themselves  with  a  strong 
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eomitercbarge,  wbich  we  fancy  tbe  gen- 
tlemen who  derive  their  qualifications 
firom  beyond  the  Tweed  cannot  eaatlj 
^ei  over.  The  Apothecaries  retort  upon 
tbeir  opponents  that  their  demand  is  truly 
unblushing* :  that  they  (the  Scotch)  mi- 
grate from  a  Cfumtr}*  in  which,  by  the 
existence  of  notorious  and  ri^-^idly-en- 
fiircetl  monopolies,  they  are  ])re vented 
from  practising  at  all  in  certain  parts, 
and  that  tlu  v  make  an  oute'ry  Ix  cause 
thcv  e;mit  t  (ind  in  anollier  kinuil  nn 
ihc  j»rnileg-es  and  prerogatives  which 
till  V  .-I re  denit'd  at  home. 

TlnMi^rlj  this  may  not  be  altogether 
rt»ltslicd  as  a  "  retort  courteou.s,  '  ii 
v%  ill  liy  many,  no  doubt,  be  consi- 
dered as  a  Ho/i  mc  tauffere  sort  of 
argument ;  and  wc  confess  we  should 
not  be  much  indisposed  to  estimate 
it  in  that  light,  did  we  suffer  our- 
aelv^  to  be  circumscribed  by  questiona- 
ble and  naiTOW  vieiro  of  medical  polity. 
The  compltinl  of  moDopoIjt  on  the  one 
liaiidf  and  the  retort  on  the  other,  onlj 
ihew  that  aomethingthat  abouldbe  other- 
wise than  it  is  exists  (m  both  aidea.  Thcie 
is  monopoly  here,  but  there  is  a  much 
aiofe  illilieral  monopoly  there.  What 
doea  thb  mean,  but  that  two  bad  things 
are  engrafted  in  the  medical  conatitution 
of  the  country — differing  rather  in  in- 
Icnaity  than  in  kind<»and  that  both 
ought  to  be  purged  away?  Erery  thing 
aavouring  of  monopoly,  in  ita  odious 
aenae,  ahi^old  be  rooted  out  of  the  medi- 
eal  commonwealth;  and  if  reform  is  to 
be  introduced  at  all,  aa  we  trust  it  will, 
with  all  those  le^timate  and  sound 
pTv  en  iittooa  which  we  have  had  occasion 
from  time  to  time  to  point  out,  it  will 
aet  things  upon  so  enlarged  and  liberal 
n  fimndation  aa  to  exclude  all  monopo- 
lies— more  especially  of  that  pitiful  sort 
by  which  the  boundaries  of  Edinburgh 
aiid  Glasgow  practice  are  so  strictly  and 
ac-lfishly  delined. 

It  certainly  ill  becomes  the  Scotch 
dijplomatists  to  manifest  so  much  zeal 


tor  reform  abroad,  while  they  tamely 
submit  to  such  unrcformcd  grievances 
at  home.  Nor  do  they  or  tlieir  advo- 
cates come  before  the  public  with  a 
much  better  grace,  when  they  proceed 
to  attack  the  system  of  education  laid 
down  by  the  English  Ajiothccarics,  on 
the  score  of  interested  motives— or  aa 
some  of  them  would  say,  of  "  mo- 
nopoly"  fig-ain  —  while  it  is  a  noto- 
rious fact,  that  among  the  most  stre- 
nuous promoters  of  the  scheme  at 
present  contended  Jor  by  the  Scotch,  are 
the  wry  men  who  not  only  license  our 
nort]i< Hi  leforniers,  but  have  a  direct  in- 
terest in  (  arryiu",'-  the  measure,  inasmuch 
as  they  arc  the  teachers  of  those  whom 
they  license.  On  this  point  the  Society 
oi  Apothecaries  have  a  triuiiiphaut  ad- 
vantage over  their  opj)oncnts. 

And  there  is  another  point  which,  we 
are  sorry  to  add,  would  seem  to  indicate 
that  the  purity  of  the  motives  of  our 
Scotch  refonoers  la  not  altogether  free 
from  suspicion :  — we  allude  to  the 
extraordinary  precipitation  with  which 
they  managed  to  get  up  their  new 
bill,  and  the  singularly  sly  way 
in  which  they  attempted  to  forwaid 
it  smoothly  through  Parliament.  The 
Lord  Advocate  did  his  part  with  a  most 
pndacworthy  speed;  it  is  said  he  bad  the 
bill  actually  rendy,  with  all  the  forma- 
lities about  it  oomplete,  to  be  shoved  on 
through  ita  vatious  stages  at  the  first 
convenient  moment.  The  arrangements 
were  all  capital ;  no  plan  could  be  better 
laid  ;  no  managers  were  ever  more  care- 
fully chosen.  One  thing  alone  was 
unfortunate  —  that  the  end  did  not 
adapt  itself  to  the  means:  the  result 
has  been  a  failure— at  least  for  the 
present.  We  have  now  only,  in  conclu- 
sion,  to  recommend  those  wh<)se  prompti- 
tude has  been  frustrated,  and  whose 
energies  have  suffcml  a  n  pulse,  not  to 
allow  themwlves  to  he  l>etrayed  into 
intenipei-ance  of  languaj^e,  or  to  mistake 
the  iuvectiveft  prompted  by  tUc  bittci- 
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urns  of  (lisappointmeiit for  the  reasona-  with  blood,  flowed  at  first;  aud  then, 

ble  acts  of  calm  lefotmen.  Tiiuwefeel  during  five  Uajs,  a  yellowish  strous 

 -  :«  fluid,  with  thousands  of  Jiviiatids  of  dif- 

obliged  to  suggest,  m  consequence  of  fe^Vsizes,ftom  aimlletieed  torn  hen*, 

obscn  ni^  m  several  of  their  printed  egg.    The  hydatids  were  spheroidal,  co- 

and  writ'en    documents  which   have  lourless,  neither  adherent  to  each  other, 

recently  fallen  in  our  way,  a  most  la-  n«r  to   the  atliaccut  j)arls.    In  nine 

mciitable  lack  of  argument  connected  months  the  swcUinj.  wa*jiiiite  reduced. 

.  ,             1     r  1      /.  .      i. ,  and  the  limb  entirely  restored,— rfecA«rV 

>v  1th  a  very  plentiful  profusion  of  low  XlltoWimtfJfce  AnnUtn. 
abuse.    One  production  from  Scarbo- 
roujti-h  wf  would  instance,  as  equally 

cous]>uuous  for  its  solecisms  aud  its  INTERNAL  USE  OF  CHLORINE  IN 

scuniiity.  NERVOl  S  FEVER. 

Dr.   Ct.emex'?,  of  Frankfort,  almost 

nnmritf        AripraAronvaa'a  always  commences  the  treatment  of 

ORIGIN  OF  ACEPHALOCYSTS.  t^.p|,oid  affections  by  an  emeUc,  to^bicfa 

The  following^  case  shews  that  a  me-  succeed  gentle  purgatives,  (neatral  salts) 

cliMiiical  lesion  mny  ^-ive  tn  the  part  in-  contimicd  for  several  days;  fi\-c  or  six 

jurcd  ii  disposition  to  form  these  parasi-  evacuations  l)ciii<i;-  produced  daily.  'I'lic 

tical  productions.    A  girl,  aged  16,  of  head  is  generally  relieved  by  thi^i ;  but 

good  constitution,  though  rather  deU*  if  not,  from  twelre  to  tirenty  leecbca 

cate,  and  who  had  not  menstruated,  fell  are  then  applied  to  the  forehead,  tem- 

while  carrying  a  pail  of  water  on  her  pies,  or  bennid  the  ears,  with  cold  ap- 

head,  and  struck  ttic  fVi>nt  f>f  the  thigh  plieatinns  to  the  head,  and  a  blister  to- 

with  so  much  violence  that  she  could  the  back  uf  the  neck.    If,  towards  the 

not  rise  ibr  some  moments.   The  pait  fifth  day,  ner?ous  symptoms  set  in,  be 

was  fomented,  and  got  so  quickly  well  prescribes  two  drachms  of  chlorine 

that  in  tim  e  days  she  was  able  to  go  water  in  three  ounces  of  distilled  water, 

about  her  nsnal   avocations.    A   little  this  mixture  being  taken  a  spoonful  in 

swelling  reniaiued,   but  attracted  no  the  course  of  the  day.    In  administering 

particnfor  notice.  This  occurred  in  the  this  medicine,  it  is  necessary  to  avoid 

summer  of      rv    How  ever,  in  .Time  adding  any  kind  of  syrup,  because  it 

18'24,  the  swelling  had  become  as  large  favours  decomposition,  and  it  is  also 

as  a  hen's  egg,  and  continued  to  in-  n<  eessary  to  keep  the  bottle  covered 

crease  until,  after  severe  exercise  in  the  with  darx  paper,  aud  in  a  dark  place, 

fields  continued  during  the  day,  the  On  the  sixth  day,  0r.  Clemens  hss  the 

tumor  became  so  large  aud  painful  tbat  patient  .somewhat  more  warmly  coven'd, 

the  patient  could  neither  walk  nor  stanrl.  and  di.srontiinic^  tin-  cold  ap])li'  -n!(ins. 

Dr.  Held,  of  Fransbourg,  by  whom  the  During  the  six  or  seven  days  wlacli  fol- 

case  is  related,  was  then  consulted.   He  low  be  makes  little  change  in  the  treat- 

Ibund  an  elastic  tumor  on  the  .interior  ment,  except  tbat  the  dose  of  chlorine  is 

part  of  the  ripht  thigh,  and  following  gi  adually  increased  to    four    or  six 

tlie  course  ol  the  rectus  muscle.    The  drachm  -  daily,  in  tliree  or  four  ounces  of 

thigh  was  about  double  tlie  size  of  the  distille»i  water.    Perspiration  generally 

other,  but  the  skin  retained  its  natural  continues  from  tfie  sixth  or  eighth  day, 

colour.    The  suigeon  at  fiist  took  it  for  and  two  or  three  stools  are  prtu  imd. 

a  lymphatic  abscess,  and  recommended  After  tin?  fifteenth  day  the  elilorinr  is 

v  arious  remedies  to  relieve  pain  and  changed  for  a  liy  ht  infnsion  of  valt  ri.in, 

intiammation.     Nevertlieless,    tluctua-  and  veal  or  chicken  soup.    At  the  eud 

tion  could  not  be  perceired;  but  in  its  of  three  weeks  decoction  ofbark  is  admi- 

place  a  kind  of  elastic  trembling,  like  nistered,  and  meat  allowed. — Medizu 

that  of  firm  jelly.    However,  caustic  aucAej  Cim««rMlioft#ft2atf,  No.  XV. . 
was  a])plied,  which  penctratcfl  to  the 

filirous  covering  qf  the  thigh,  but  with-  — — • 

out  reaching  the  tumor.  Tneulcertbus  nuvcr*  rc  r^xr  Tfic  ci  uf  ipc 

h»rmed  was  kept  open  ttll  December,  ^„  rrirrvv 

but  still   the    tumefaction  increased,  ™^  COLON. 

when,  at  length,  in  Febniary  1825,  the  Drt.  F.ii  um  an  n,  of  Strasbourg,  met  with 

tumor  burst  spontaneously ;  pus,  mixed  the  following  case  lately  in  his  cliui- 
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under  disease  of  long  standing,  which  of  the  hiEmor7har    n     .^n'  T""^ 

was  suspected  to  be  cancewusT  There  ^ot  some  iSS^  wYe  a.    h  faT 

was  a  tumor  near  the  an.,s  as  la,...>  of  secaJe  cornmum^  ih« 

the  fist,  hara  and  irregular.    H.  J.ad  tl.rir.  rvpvntT   In  ^nJ!!^'  ^^'^'i?^ 

wmitiii-,  obstinate  coustipation,  \c.  ^    •  ^"  <»n««lueDce. 

aud  at  feugrih  died  exhausted,  and  in 
the  List  degrree  of  extenuation.    Tlic  de 


ptateU.    In  coiisequeDee,  she 

f  d  d  « r":^:'-^^*^'  ^"  that  Dn 

b.  did  not  think  It  necessary  to  rnmaiu 
—       - ^.^^^„u^u„„,    xneae-   anj  Jong^er,  having  be, "  "Ir.'  ^  i. 
^cen(l^,ir  colon  was  found  to  be  in  a   hoLrs  w'ith  her     Acco«l«»^]  -^k^ 
suite  <^ca,;cerous  dc^reneration,  ^.hicb   dered  her  so^u,  hZT^y/J^l^l 
hmd  produced  constriction  ol"  the  bouel.   anav.    Soon  aiiemards    un!  ?* 
Above  the  .art  the  intestine  WES  mach  hi^band  of  the  St  c^^^^^^ 
dilated,  anJ  the  walls  lined  with  a  black   the  intelliffence'^  that  on  Ms  ^  '  ^\^^  ^ 
.ubstjance,  brilliant,   ami  with  crystals   iu^^  in  the  l^H    the  h™lJ^^^^^^ 
visible  to  the  eye.    Thee  crystals  H  ere   ccm.e  on  ajrai  \v  th 

SS^'T'ir"^P'""^k?°4^^  ^»-i-^-"*-rftLV'she^as\p7^^^^ 
water.   Tiiev  were  subjected  to  chemi.  and  that  he  feared  she  would  ,'1"''  ' 

ca!  analysis  fcy  Dr.  Tautfleis,  who  giFes  before  they  return^     nl  s 

the  iuliowing  details.    The^  were*  not  saw  that  the  3>  ch;ni^o>      •  ""T 

altered  bv  a  red  heat;  thJy  dissolved  poor  woman  wa/to  havfre^^^^^ 

without  effervescence  in  miiiatic  acid  j  transfusion  of  blood  Not  h  ^ 

the  oxalate  of  ammonia  threw  down  a  per  apparatus  for  the  pl^  '^^^^ 
copious  pnripitat.of  oxalate  of  lime;  syringe  with  fflw^  '1" 

and  ai^unonia  g^avo  rise  to  a  white  preei!  way  to  thc^,at7en7"ho^^^ 

puate,  having  ali  the  charade  r>  of  Vhos-  two  m.dica^  students  v^'  hUn  ? 

phale  of  l,n.e.--IS«,e.le  mu.aie'  Un..    On  thei^aTt^ird  W 

—   iriS,**''fJ7u W«>aching  disso. 

~—  lution :  thehamorrhage  had  ceased,  and 

SUCCESSFUL  CASE   OF  TRANS.  ?*®^\'*  "^^^rgrer  than  when  he  had 

FUSION  OF  BLOOD.  ;  ,      ,     ,  V'^refore  a^ain  introdoeed 

n    e  his  hand  into  it,  removed  the  lar^e  coa 

Bt  Dm,  ScBHBEKiKu,  of  HanoTsr.  pla  with  which  it  was  dLtlnded  and" 

  by  pressing  for  a  few  minutes  th/oujfh 

The  subject  of  this  case  wa.  a  stout  JI^.^^T'  ^"1^ 

healthy  jvoman.  ajred  thirty,  who  had  of  blood  ibat  m  ai  ^d  m 

aln  ady  had  two  cl.ildreu,  and  at  each  heart  and  the  brain     R.     -  ® 

deln  crv  had  s.ftemf  c  onsiderably  from  togethS?  wkh  V^ure  l  ^^^1 

by  ftieUM  and  pre«,ure  ou  uU-rim-  <UfficuUie»,  Iron  ll,c  nn^nr."  of  .  ,f °»T 
r.  ^nod  ;  die  then  allcmpted  to  extnet  it,   paralus.  abo,.t  Mven  "r  c    „  „„   '  "f  "f 

•?me  time,  ««l  wspin.,i„„  a,.U  crcula-   au  hour  a/tcr  U  e  ™.e ra  ion  th^Tm^ 

h..f  tL  [  ' .  e.dargred,  with  the  aasMtance  of  wine  and  other 

bat  the  hiemorrh.tr.  had  rensrd  (br  the   restoratives,  she  was  wonderfully 

Srcwine\X";iirL^'['r'  -Tf-e  hcemorrh^^e  did  „if  a^^ 

litt^rSrSf^^^^^^  Wffered  greatly  ifom  iniJammation  of 

atue  to  Herseif,mtrodacedhjs  hand  into  the  wounded  rein,  in  consequence  of 
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irhicli  she  had  to  undeigo  a  wevere  sali. 

vatioii,  she  rvmtually   retrained  hri 
liealrh  and  stt«  ii^rtl,^  a  trn  af  paleness  of 
the  couiUfuaiice  being  ilic  only  visible 
memorial  of  tfiedaQirerdie  had  escaped. 
— /Miin  Journmi,  No.  VIL 


STATEHBNT  ON  BEHALF  OF  THE 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS 
OF  EDINBURGH. 

The  Royal  College  of  Snrt^eons  of  Kdin- 
burgh  respectfully  request  attention  to  a 
petition  wliich  has  reoently  been  preaentod 

by  tbcm  to  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament^ 
and  r»r  which  a  <  i'y»v  is  annexed. 

'i'he  object  ol  iliat  |M;tition  is  to  pray 
that  Parliament  will  be  pleased  to  modify 
nn  act  jm«;se(1  in  IHl.'V,  cnmmHnly  cmIUhI  the 
Apotiiecaries'  Act,  so  far  at  least  as  may 
enable  such  persons  as  have  obtained  li- 
ecoace  to  practise  Surt^ery  and  Pbaimacy 
from  the  pctitioticrs,  .  r  from  any  other 
public  body  duly  autliurised  to  grant  li- 
oensea  of  tlua  deseription,)  to  exereife  their 
profession  in  England  and  Wales,  as  well 
as  in  other  parts  itf  the  T'nitrfl  Kini^^dnm, 
on  u  fair  footing  and  t^iiaiity  wuh  those 
obtaining  licentee  from  tbe  Society  of 
j^potheearies  in  London. 

In  «unport  «if  the  prayer  of  this  petition, 
the  pt'litioners  aver,  aud  are  prepared  to 
shew, 

1st,  That  the  Charters  and  Acts  of  Par- 
liament in  their  favour,  em|>ower  tliem  to 
aoperiutend  the  education,  and  to  ascer- 
tarn  the  (|ualificatioBS,  of  tboae  deiiring 
tn  be  licensed  to  pmetiie  suigeiy  and 
pharmacy. 

9d»  That,  from  the  constitution  of  their 
College,  they  are  worthy  of  this  confidence 

3<1,  That  those  to  whom  tluv  iTitrnst 
the  immediate  duty  of  cxamiuiiig  caudi- 
dates  for  their  diploma,  are  penmns  f^y 
qoalified  for  this  duty,  and  perform  it 
w  ith  great  strictness,  and  the  most  perfect 
fairness. 

4th,  That  the  coarse  of  cdaoation  pre- 
scribed hy  the  ColU  ije  to  ilmse  desirous  to 
obtain  their  diploma,  comprehending  in- 
stmetion  in  the  varions  departments  of 
medicine,  —  chemistry,  materia  mediea, 
and  phamacy,  anatomy  and  surgery, 
midwifery,  and  the  practice  of  physic, — is 
well  suited  to  prepare  them  to  act  as 
general  medieal  pnietilioneri ;  is,  in  fact, 
•IN  foinplcte  as  an\,  and  more  compK^tc 
lhaii  most,  of  iht*  eour;iCS  of  study  pre- 
flcribed  by  other  public  medical  bodies  vrbo 
q^rant  lircnses  to  practi'^i  tlir>  medical  pro- 
fession ;  and,  in  particular,  is  superior  in 
efficiency  to  that  prescribetl  by  the  Society 
of  A  p»»th(H'arirs. 

dtlii  Thai  their  diploma  is  considefed. 


bypenons  well  qualified  to  judge,  as  a 
satisfaetory  testimony  of  professional  odu. 

cation,  aiuliiiat  it  is  son^ht  for  by  per«M>ns 
from  all  i>arts  of  the  Unite*!  Kingdom,  as 
well  as  fr<»ni  his  Majesty's  Colonics. 

fJlh,  That  previouvly'ffi  the  passing  of 
the  Apothecaries*  Act,  iu  I8I0,  those  hoUI- 
ing  the  diploma  of  the  C<dlege  wert-  ac- 
customed t«>  act  OS  general  medical  practi- 
tioners tliron;(hr»ut  England  and  Wales, 
and,  as  such,  obtained  a  considerable  share 
of  public  patfonage. 

7th,  That  the  power  conferred  by  the 
Act  of  lbl5,  on  the  Society  of  Apnihcco- 
ries,  of  preventing  all  persons  from  acting 
as  AptuhMftrm  in  Kngland  and  Wales  who 
have  not  obtained  thi  ir  lieen»»e,  is  tanta- 
mount to  a  monopoly  of  the  general  medi- 
cal practice  of  those  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom  in  favour  of  their  licentiates  ; 
tile  <1(  inaiid  for  pcrs<ms  who  confine  thein^ 
selves  to  the  practice  of  physic,  or  of  sur- 
gery, as  distinct  departments  of  the  pro- 
fession,  f)eing  extremely  limited  as  com- 
pared with  the  demand  for  persons:  prac- 
tising all  departments  of  the  prufessioa 
conjointly. 

8th,  That  the  Society  of  Apolhocaries 
possessed  no  such  power  previtmsly  to  the 
Act  of  1815,  their  authority  having  been 
confined  to  London  and  its  immediate  tI. 
einity,  and  even  there  not  enforced. 

9th,  That  that  part  or  the  Act  whirli 
renders  an  apprenticeship  of  five  years  an 
indispensable  (jualification  for  those  who 
are  to  obtain  the  license  of  the  S<»ciety  of 
Apothecaries  >s  highly  injurious  to  medi- 
cal education ;  and  if  acted  on,  according 
to  the  iuter])retaUon  put  upon  this  clause 
h\  tiir  Soi  iety  of  Apothecaries,  renders  it 
impossible  for  any  one  who  has  received 
his  medical  educatiim  in  Scotland  to  be 
admitted  a  licentiate  of  that  hodv,  and, 
con-equently,  to  settle  R'^  a  q:cneral  medt. 
cal  practitioner  in  England  or  Wales. 

10th,  That  the  Act  of  1815,  in  favour  of 
the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  has  had  the 
effect  <if  preventing  persons  from  acting  as 
genenU  medical  practitioners  in  England 
and  Wale«,  whose  certificates  of  qualifica' 
tions  were  much  more  ample  than  those 
of  tlicir  own  licentiates. 

The  petitiontfs  humbly  submit,  that  the 
ApoUiecaries'  Act  would  have  imposed  a 
great  attd  uncalled  for  hardship,  even  if  its 
effect  had  simply  been,  that  pt  rwns  who 
had  previously  obtained  a  licenae  to  prac- 
tisc  tlie  difTereiU  branches  of  the  Tn« dical 
profession  from  a  competent  authority- 
after  having  passed  through  a  sufficient 
course  of  education,  undergone  a  sufficient 
exriTninalion,  und  j>aid  the  fees  whieh  tlint 
buiiy  might  be  authorised  to  exact — sliimld 
be  compelled  to  undergo  additional  exami- 
nations before  the  Society  of  Apothecaries, 
and  pay  additional  fees  to  them,  before 
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wttling  ast  Apothecaries  in  England  or 
Wales.  But  this  grievance  woold  have 
keen  trifling,  in  compariion  with  that  whidi 

an*.*  s  fnini  the  qualification  prcsi  rihcd  by 
tlat  Act  as  essential  to  being  admitted  to 
vXioniuiiLion  before  the  Society  of  Apothc- 
IwieSy  namely,  the  haring  nndogone  an 
apprenticeship,  with  an  apothecary,  of  five 
years  duratioa.  The  CoU^e  are  couvinoed 
Itflt  ibis  is  n  regulation  in  the  hlglmt  de- 
gne  injurious  to  medical  educnti<in,  how- 
txvr  beneficial  it  may  prove  t«>  the  prac- 
tbing  apotliecary,  by  ensuring  bim  a  sup- 
of  p^DMins  t»  exeente  gmtuitonal^,  or 
Hen  to  pay  a  l.ir.;i-  frc  fur  being  permitted 
to  perforui,  the  menial  detaUs  of  hit 
bosiness. 

With  regntd  to  the  na»  and  abates  of 

ru'lit  ill  apprenticeship?!,  the  C'olUc^e  con- 
cur in  tlie  following  opinions,  expressed 
by  a  memlier  of  their  own  body,  and  which 
met  with  the  appro!)a!iuu  of  the  Commis- 
fioners  for  Visiting  the  Universities  arid 
Colleges  of  Scotland: — **  That  it  may  be 
lugbly  adTastafeoiu  for  young  men,  enter- 
mg  upon  the  study  of  medicine  at  a  regu- 
lar  «ch(»ol,  to  be  placed  under  the  immedi- 
ate  superintendence  of  indinduals  able  and 
wftting  to  i^ide  them  in  tlieir  stndiea,  will 
not  be  denied ;  but  it  docs  not  seem  es- 
sential towards  obtaining  the  advantages 
of  thin  superintendence,  that  the  student 
ilioiild  be  condemned  to  paai  a  large  por. 
tion  of  every  day  of  a  long  ajiprenticvship 
in  performing  the  menial  drudgery  of  a 
gva^  r  d  practitioner**  shop,  whiut  all  the 
practical  skill  in  phannmy  and  snigeiy 
whi«  ?i  Ijf  vnn  th«'n'  aci|uirc  niitrlit  be  more 
adkautageou>tly  obtamtd,  in  thti  cimrse  of 
a  few  months,  by  the  atady  of  practical 
d»cmLstjy',  by  attendance  at  a  druggist's 
shop,  and  by  iiffirifitin:::^  as  dresser  in  an 
hcttpitai,  or  a.s  a  pupil  ni  i\  dispensary.  An 
a{i|il«ntieeahip  may  unhesitatinglv  be  pro- 
nounced pemiiinus  wbicli  absorbs  either 
the  means  or  the  time  that  ought  to  be  de- 
foiled  to  the  acquisition  of  literary,  scienti- 
or  pn^essional  knowledge.  And  when 
We  recu-mber  the  circumstances  nndcr 
ahich  a  lai^ge  proportion  of  medical  ap- 
prenticeahips  aie  at  present  passed,— at  a 
diMaaoe  £n>m  any  lehool,  where  either 
preparatory  or  professional  knowledge  enn 
De  ae<{uired,  and  in  the  ^rformance  of  a 
pt  rprtual  routine  of  memalserrieeSfWhicii 
mold  be  performed,  with  equal  aflvanta^e 
to  the  ptii)lic,  by  the  miM  uneducateil, — 
such  apprenlice-slups  cunnol  but  be  consi- 
derod  as  an  arrangement.  In  which  the  in- 
tercuts of  tlmse  who  arc  traininij  to  the 
medical  profession  are  saerihced  to  tlie  in- 
terests of  those  who  are  already  cagaged 
in  it.  For  it  is  in  vain  to  expect,  that  even 
the  iTifist  cunscientious  master  can  compcn 
Mle  to  his  apprentives,  by  his  own  instruc- 
tions,  for  a  want  of  tboee  opportuoitiea  of 


acquiring  a  knowIcdqiR  of  the  (lifTercnt 
branches  of  uicdicine  that  are  aiionied  by 
attendaaeeon  the  Inttruetioilsand  leetnree 
of  ])rofcsse(l  ti  acbers.  And  when  it  is  c<»n- 
sideied  how  suuUl  a  portion  of  jirovincial 
praetitioneni  can  have  tiie  time,  even  if 
tlMybad  the  inoUoation  and  ability  nceea 
sary  for  guiding  the  studies  of  their  ap- 
prentices, we  cannot  be  surprised  that  ap- 
prantioeuiips  of  this  kind  should  be,  as 
they  are  now  very  generally  regarded  hf 
the  liberal  andenli'^htcnt  d  part  rf  rlie  pro- 
fession, more  frequently  the  nurt>enes  of 
idleness  and  ignorance,  than  of  indnstry 
and  knowledge." 

From  a  conrietion  of  the  liability  of  ap- 
prenticeships to  abuse,  llie  C'tjUege  have, 
for  some  time  past,  aliolished  certain  rega> 
lations  formerly  in  force,  which  imposed  a 
shorter  and  less  extensive  course  of  study 
on  their  apprentices  than  on  other  students  ; 
a  change  which  must  obviously  be  in  some 
degree  prejn*!icial  to  tlieir  own  personal 
interest,  by  diminishing  the  temptation  to 
yonngmen  to  serve  apprentioeships,  and 
which,  tliereforc,  nothing  but  a  sense  of 
public  duty  could  have  led  them  to  adopt. 

The  full  courses  of  lectures  on  chemis- 
try, and  on  materia  mediea  and  pharmacy, 
taken  along  with  the  course  of  practical 
chemistry  enjoined  by  the  regulations  of 
the  College,  afford  ojnple  opportunities  to 
the  student  for  making  himself  acquainted 
with  the  principles  of  pharmacy,  as  well 
as  with  those  of  its  uv>re  dithcult  oi»era- 
tions  which  depend  upon  dimieal  comoina- 
tions  and  decompositions.  With  the  view 
of  scctiring  the  more  roinnte  instnicti<»n  of 
their  licentiates  in  the  mwhaMtial  parts  of 
pharmacy,  and  in  the  eomnonndu^  and 
dispensinij:  of  drugs,  the  College  have  it  in 
view  to  make  a  regulation,— That,  in  fu- 
ture, all  candidates  for  their  diploma,  who 
have  not  served  an  apprentioesnip  to  a  re* 
ularly  licensed  medical  ]»ractitioncr,  who 
eeps  a  laboratory  for  the  dispensing  of 
medicines,  shall  be  required  to  produce  sa- 
tisflu»tory  evidenoe  of  their  having  attend- 

cd,  for  nt  IcA^i  '^'ix  Tiiontlis,  at  the  hibnrnt'iry 
of  a  surgeon  or  apothecary,  or  of  an  esta- 
blished ebentist  and  druggist,  or  of  a  pub- 
lic haspital  or  dispensary,  and  of  having, 
during  that  time,  been  engaged  in  eooi- 
poundiug  and  dispensing  medicines. 

In  regard  to  me  apprenticeship  which, 
by  the  Apotliecaries'  Act,  is  rendered  an  in- 
disjn  nsable  (|ualitieatiou  for  examination 
before  tlie  fciociely  of  Apothecaries,  it  is 
particularly  deserving  of  attention,  tiiat  if 
the  Society  of  Apottv  c  nries  be  cwrrcct  in 
supposing  that,  agreeably  to  the  statute, 
this  apprenticeship  must  be  served  to  a 
person  who  has  received  a  certificate  of  his 
qualification  from  the  Court  of  l-Nnminerf; 
of  their  own  b^nly,  all  medical  students 
who  receive  their  education  in  Scotland, 
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constituting  the  larger  proportion  of  the 
medical  iiroctitioners  educated  in  theee 
kingdoms,  are  precluded  from  being  taken 
on  iriiil  ill  Apothecnries'  Hall. 

To  obviate  the  glaring  injustice  of  this 
provision  of  the  Apothecaries*  Act;  there 
was  introduced  into  a  bill  to  amend  and 
explain  it,  whieh  was  passt  'l  in  the  session 
of  lH2oy  a  clause  authorizing  the  Court  of 
Examiners  to  examine  apprentices  to  Snr^ 
geons.  But  as  the  ilnrution  nf  thnt  hill 
wriv  liiniti  il  to  a  single  jretir,  and  it  has  not 
til  ace  hccn  renewed,  the  provi&i«m  of  the 
original  Act  respecting  apprentiocshipe  has 
again  cnmc  into  force. 

[A  comparison  is  then  drawn  between 
the  courses  of  lectures  prescribed  by  the 
College  in  Hdinbuivh  and  the  Society  of 
Apottiecaries,  for  whicli,  however,  we  an 
unable  to  make  room.  J 


MEMORIAL  OF  THE  SOCIETY  OF 
APOTHECARIES. 


To  the  Rifjlil  Honourable  Lord  Viscoi  nt 
McLBOt'RNE,  his  Majesty's  Principal 
Seeietaiy  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment 

Th§  MtmcrkU  of  the  ,%fatter^  Wardau, 
and  Socirtif  of  ApoUuea*m  9f  th»  City 

SflF.WETTI, 

That  the  att  for  regulating  the  practice  of 
apothecaries  in  England  and  Wales  was 
passed  in  the  year  1H15,  with  the  full  con- 
cnrrpnce  of  the  medical  professi.m  in  Wvy 
land,  and  was  loudly  called  for  by  the  then 
state  of  medical  knowledge. 

That  the  act  has  been  impartially  and 
h'>T;(  <tly  administered,  and  the  Court  of 
l:<xuuiiners  of  the  Society,  by  their  atten- 
tion to  the  medical  education  of  students, 
and  by  requiring  from  time  t«  tinn-  a  pro- 
gre?;'^iTelv  inercnsint^  eonrse  nf  study,  now 
equal  to  ihe  medical  edncatiou  required  by 
any  College  in  Great  Britain,  have  mo<^t 
essentially  impmred  the  sciiools  of  niedi 
cine  in  England,  as  well  as  the  state  of 
medical  science  in  general ;  and  the  gene- 
mi  practitioners  of  medicine  throughout 
England  and  Wales,  wlm  have  bet  n  i  dn 
vattnl  in  conformity  with  the  regulatiuns 
of  the  Court  of  Examiners,  are  now  folly 
competent  to  all  the  duties  of  their  pro- 
fession, and  an*  entitled  to,  and  actually 
possess,  the  cimhdenoe  of  the  public. 

Hmt  the  power  of  examining  persons 
^vhn  rirr  about  to  rormnenee  j>racti«"«'  q.% 
ajxt til c caries  can  in  no  wise  he  connidered 
a  ^  monopoly,"  inasmuch      the  persons 


who  examine  the  candidates  for  oertifi- 
eates  of  qoalificatkm  have  not  the  moat 

remote  interest  in,  or  oonncation  with,  any 
pchool  of  medicine,  nor  can  any  teafhfr  in 
any  branch  of  medical  science  become  a 
member  of  the  Court  of  Examiners. 

That  the  clause  in  the  act  of  parliament, 
whereby  an  apprenticeship  of  five  years  is 
required  to  be  served  by  persyons  before 
they  can  lie  examined,  was  not  proposed 
by  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  hnt  was 
introduced  into  the  act  in  the  House  of 
Lords.  lJut  the  Society  beg  to  remark, 
that  a  preliminary  education,  in  the  na- 
ture of  an  apprenticeship,  is  abvolntily 
necessary,  as  well  to  lay  the  foundation 
for  Aiture  acquirements  as  for  the  moiml 
control  of  students  froiln  the  age  of  six- 
teen to  tw(  nty  one,  which  etmtrol  cannot 
be  efit'ctuaily  exercised  at  any  mediod 
sdiool  or  hospitaL 

That  those  persons  who  state  tljat  an 
apprenticeship  is  hii;lily  injurious  to  medi- 
cal cducatiuu,  uiunL  be  very  ill  infurmcd 
upon  that  subject;  for  it  is  very  well 
known  that  an  apprentice  has  the  npj)or 
tunitv  of  acquiring  most  valuable  proles- 
sional  information  finum  a  suitable  course 
of  re:i(lin!r,  under  the  direction  of  his  mas* 
fer,  nnd  from  seeing  cases  which  occur  in 
hispracticc. 

limt  attendance  on  the  physidan'a 
practice  at  an  hospital  does  not  afford  tnw 
student  the  whole  of  tlie  in^trnt  tion  in 
practical  medicine  of  which  he  b  la  mis  in 
need,  inasmuch  as  one-half  of  the  death* 
which  annually  lake  place  are  of  children 
under  five  years  of  are,  and  (if  the  aged 
above  seventy,  which  cases  aie  very  rarely 
received  wit6in  the  wards  of  an  hospital^ 
but  arc  atteniled  almost  exclusively  by 
general  practitioners,  consequently  coining 
nnifer  the  observation  of  tlieir  apprentices. 

That  the  diflerent  ctdli^es  and  cor})orate 
bodies  in  Scuilrni-l  who  arc  scekint:;  to  ob- 
tain an  alterau«>n  la  the  act  of  parliament 
for  regulating  the  practice  of  apotbeeurics 
in  Kngland  and  Wales,  by  rendering  the 
diploma  of  tho».e  b«»dsrH  equivalent  to  the 
certificate  of  the  Court  of  Examiners  of 
the  Society,  are  endeavouring  to  obtain  for 
their  licentiati  s  a  more  extensive  privile^ 
in  England  than  their  diploma  confers  m 
Scotland ;  inasmuch  as  the  diplomas  of 
the  university  and  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Snrv'rons  in  EdinbuM^h  do  not  confer  any 
riglit  on  the  holders  of  themt4>  practise  as 
general  practirioners  in  Glasgow,  or  wiUlin 
the  counties  of  Lanark,  Renfrew,  Ayr,  and 
Dumbarton,  over  %vhieh  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  faculty  of  physicians  and  sun?eons  of 
Glasgow  extends ;  nor  does  the  diploma  of 
the  faculty  of  phy«iicians  and  sui^eotis  of 
Glasgow  confi  r  any  ria:ht  within  the  juris- 
diction of  tlie  College  of  Surgeons  of 
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Edinburgh  ;  nor  can  a  person  hnrincr  a 
diploma  ox  certilicate  from  any  college  in 
£b||I«ikI,  or  from  the  Society  of  Apothe- 
e«ne5,  practise  in  Scotland  without  undcr- 
Koing  the  examination,  and  obtaining  the 
ia^Mam,  of  the  ScoU*h  Colleges. 

Tbat  numerous  instances  hare  occurred 
(«iereral  uiihin  the  T\rvl?e  months)  of 
graduates  and  members  of  Scotch  uni?er- 
Mtiet  and  colleges  liaving  been  rejected  by 
the  Court  of  Examiners  of  the  Society,  in 
etTOJseqtience  of  their  baring  been  found  in- 
competent to  practise  as  aimiUccuncs. 

Twkt  dMHila  the  prayer  of  tlie  petitionfl 
presented  tn  parliament  bv  tlu-  Scotch  uni- 
t«nities  and  colleges  be  gmnted,  one  effect 
tfaoaof  woald  be  to  autli(»rize  those  per- 
toM  to  praetlae  immediately,  wbo  hare  on 
eicaminntion  h**<'n  found  incompetent  to 
do  so  without  further  professional  study. 

That  the  establishmeot  of  sevetvl  dif> 
fcrent  tribunals  would  give  rise  to  very 
mi-f  hicToTis  inequality  of  examination, 
m^i  tend  progressively  to  great  laxity 
tbemn,  and  to  lower  the  ttandaid  of  the 
rr  juirt  J  attiiiiiraents  ;  more  especially 
wherever  it  may  happen,  as  it  now  does, 
at  the  different  universities  in  Scotland, 
tkat  tlie  teachers  are  also  public examinen. 

That  the  ndnn^sion  of  persons  to  pmr- 
ttse  as  apothecaries  who  have  not  received 
ceitiScatea  from  the  Court  of  Examinen 
r»f  the  Society,  an<l  been  announced  in  the 
Iht  anTinaJIv  j)uljlished  in  conformitv  with 
the  act,  will  deprive  the  public  atid  the 
Society  of  the  means  of  ascertaining  the 
il!*-^!  f>ra.c1iti<inrr.  ;ind  will  thereby  i;ive 
ao  oppt>rtunity  fur  ignorant  and  ineompe- 
kattodiridusilH,  to  whom  the  health  of 
the  poliiie  cannot  be  safely  entrusted,  to 
fnmmf^rc  and  continue  in  practice  in  de- 
fiance of  the  act  of  parliament. 

Ttetthe  anms  of  money  received  by  the 
Society  of  Apothecaries  for  certificates  of 
{(ttalitication  are  not  more  than  sufficient 
U  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  en- 
hnmf  (he  law  against  incompetent  and 
QQqaalified  practitioners,  and  the  other 
sieessarj"  expenses  of  administering  the 
act,  aud  that  no  part  whatever  of  the  sums 
miveeired  iuui  been  or  is  appropriated  to 
Hhf  pTiTate  purposes  *>f  the  Sjiciety. 

That  there  are  now  in  England  nume- 
fttti  ediools  of  medicine,  all  of which,  with 
tbe  exct*pti<m  of  a  few  in  London,  have 
brm  «^  Ntablished  since  the  j»assing  of  the 
act  of  parliament,  at  great  expense  to  the 
partlce  who  hare  established  them. 

'fliat  one  effect  in  tlv  alteration  of  the 
law  sought  for  by  the  Scotch  universities 
and  ctilleges  will  necessarilv  be  to  prore  a 
•eiioas  injury  to  all  the  schools  of  medi- 
cine in  Eni^land. 

That  at  these  schools,  including  tltose 
ia  London,  Ihere  are  now  attending  nearly 


1300  students,  exchi«,iTe  of  nearly  2000 
apprentices  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

That  6498  persons  nave  been  exmnined 
by  the  Court  of  Examiners  of  the  Society 
since  the  passing  of  the  act  in  1810,  to 
67<>9  of  whom  ccrlificutes  have  been  grant- 
ed, and  the  number  of  general  practitioners 
iu  England  aud  Wales  is  now  npwardft  of 
10,000  persons. 

Year  memorialistB  therefore  beg  to  draw 
your  Lordship's  scrions  attention  to  these 
circumstances,  trusting  that  due  conside- 
ration will  be  given  to  a  subject  of  such 
high  importance  to  the  interests  of  the 
profession  and  the  public,  and  that  an  op- 
jjortunity  will  be  afforded  to  the  Society  to 
show,  as  they  are  prepared  to  do,  that  the 
act  ol'  parliament  has  been  properly  and 
eflieiently  administend,  and  to  refute  any 
statement  which  has  or  may  be  made 
against  the  Society,  and  to  show  that  all 
the  benefits  which  the  ai  t  of  parliament 
was  intended  to  afford  to  the  pnblic  hare 
been  fuUy  attained. 

Hy  order, 
(Signed;         EtilltJND  Bacot, 

Clerk  of  the  Soeletf. 

8th  Usy,  1BS8. 
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Poisoning  veith  Niir'fr  Acid^lMryvgitis — La» 
rtfttgotoniy— Appearances  o»i  l)is>^ctio». 

I  WAS  i^nmmnned  on  Monday  last  at  mid- 
night, by  our  intelligent  apothecary,  Mr. 
Corfe,  to  a  patient  who,  having  acciden- 
tally taken  Tjitric  acid  th  it  forenoon,  had 
been  admitted  into  the  physicians'  ward, 
and  in  whom,  in  addition  to  his  other  sof. 
ferings,  violent  la^gitu  had  supervened. 

I  found  James  K.,  a  lad  of  11.  Ivini;  in  a 
state  of  apparent  stupor ;  liis  face  ]>aiei  the 
skincool,aimostcold;  polsefreqnent,  feeble^ 
and  intermittent  every  fourth  or  fifth  beat ; 
his  rrspimtion  was  roni?h  and  diilicult,  the 
quantity  of  air  taken  into  the  lungs  ap- 
pearing'to  the  ear  applied  to  the  chest  to 
be  but  small.  On  Wini;  «|nestioncd,  he 
raised  his  eye-lids,  and  spoke  in  a  whisper. 
His  replies  were  brief,  «|uiekly  ddlvcred,  and 
appan^nUy  attended  with  increased  suffer- 
ins:;  forto  other  interrot^^at  ions  he  answered 
by  a  look  or  slight  nod.  From  the  reason 
just  mentioned,  he  eonld  not  readily  open 
his  mouth  when  retpiested  to  protrude  his 
tontrno,  which  he  did  not  do.  ile  was 
unabie  to  swallow  even  a  Ita-spoonful  of 
fluid.  He  bad  great  pain  all  about  the 
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thnNit,  from  the  front  of  which  leech.hit«s 
were  bleeding.   On  kteral  eoropressureof 

tlic  larynx,  atldittonal  pain  was  felt.  Ho 
hud  nnt  vumited  for  gome  hours.  Tli*  r«> 
was  no  tendurncss  of  the  abdomen ,  ami 
prewnre  on  the  region  of  the  stomach  gave 
no  pain.  As  I  sat  by  the  bed  side  the 
breathing  ticvamc  more  laboured,  and  eaeh 
inspiration  was  attended  with  a  distinct 
low  whistle. 

I  wn*?  i'  t''-'^'  fl  f't  <t  ih'iK  lad,  cm])]r>ycd 
at  a  brass  \N  <akcr  ti,  had,  about  eleven 
o'clock  A.M.,  laid  hold  of  a  bottle  of  a^nft 
forti«,  mistaking  it  for  one  of  beer  which 
ftof)d  nf  nr,  and  considerably  resemlded  it, 
and  drunk  out  of  it.  The  qtuuitilv  al- 
lowed conld  not  be  aHcertaliu-d,  probably  a 
dessert -sponnful.  He  had  vomitetl  after- 
wards, and  was  vomiting  when  brought  to 
the  hospital,  about  half-past  eleven.  Hie 
tongue  was  iwollen,  and  of  a  citron  ap. 

{>earaiiee:  the  uvula  and  tonsils  were  en- 
argcd,  a.s  if  ttHlemattius;  tlierc  was  great 
pain  around  the  lanmx  and  pharynx,  but 
none  elsewhere.  The  pulse  was  small  and 
feeble.  The  constant  vtimiling  was  pro- 
moted  by  fretjuent  draughts  of  calcined 
nagnetda.  Towards  two  o*elo^  the  sick- 
nrss  ccn  ed,  and  he  bei^nn  todose.  At  four 
the  sleep  partook  more  of  slight  coma; 
he  was  nnaole  to  swallow  any  floidswhidi 
got  into  the  bag  of  the  pharynx,  and  were 
directly  rt turned.  Rt  sjti ration  was  ra- 
ther hoarse,  and  the  voice  feeble.  A  mix- 
tore  of  gum,  honey,  and  solntion  of  chin, 
ride  of  lime,  was  employed  t'»  moisten  his 
miiuth.  \1  six  the  eoma  had  increased, 
though  la  was  eui»ilv  roused  j  tlie  face  was 
pale;  pulse  130;  but  the  snrfaeo,  espe- 
cially of  the  extrvmitii  s,  \^  a'!  cold,  which 
prevented  local  depletion.  At  ten  the  skin 
Md  got  warm,  ana  of  its  natnnl  tempera- 
tare*  bat  in  other  respects  he  was  worse ; 
tbe  face  was  blnnohed  ;  the  pnlw  flutter- 
ing; the  respiration  mure  croupy  and 
hoarse ;  and  the  lungs,  which,  ap  to  thii 
time,  had  lK*en  filled  \\itli  air,  now  vn  med 
to  be  .so  but  v(  n  ]>artially.  Had  liail  two 
motions  of  iiaturai  appearmiee.  Fifteen 
leeches  were  applied  to  the  throat. 

That  the  boy,  when  I  saw  him,  was 
dying,  and  pnibably  woald  not  survive 
above  aa  hour  or  two,  appeared  but  too 
evide  nt ;  and  the  question  which  im- 
UMdiatelv  presented  itself  was,  in  how 
far  !>  tne  obetraeted  slate  of  refpira- 
tion  contributing  to  the  rapid  pro 
grcss  of  the  cn^e*  That  it  nos  doim^  so 
I  could  not  doubt;  nor  that,  if  kit  unre- 
lieved, the  more  immediate  cau.w  of  the 
patient's  death  would  \k-  Miiroeation.  But 
would  an  opening  in  the  air  passive,  below 
tbe  M-at  of  obstruction,  Mtre  the  patient*ft 
Ulbr  The  proepcvt  was  aaftvoiinbla. 


The  system  had  received  a  severe  shock 
ftrom  toe  direct  operation  of  the  acid  upon 

the  parts  to  whicli  it  had  been  applied, 
and  under  this  impres«(ion  it  >;(ill  lnlto»in/d. 
Uut  could  Uie  system  raiiy  utid<>r  tlie  ag- 
gravation of  obstmeted  breatliing }  TUa 
was  not  to  he  expected;  and  until  it  tiM»k 
place,  tbe  inliaiuination  of  the  larynx,  upon 
which  the  obstruction  depended,  could  not 
be  oombated  with  mceess,  or  even  safety, 
sMpposinpr  the  urgency  of  the  symptoms 
liad  i>cntutled  the  attempL  it  was  a 
vital  object  to  gain  time;  laryngotomy, 
by  prolonis'in^  life,  would  afford  nature  an 
opporlunitv  of  rrco^rrini;  her  power;;  and 
as  it  onV  rtil  a  chanie,  and  the  only  chance, 
attendLd  too  with  little  or  no  additional 
HnU,  I  di  ti  rinined  that  the  ]'alient  >liould 
have  it.  The  same  operation  had  saved 
life  in  a  caw  where  the  month  tad  dirost 
had  been  scalded  by  boiling  wiJerdrtitik 
from  thp  spout  of  a  tea-kettle;  nnd  al- 
though the  destructive  agent  in  the  present 
instance  vras  infinitely  more  aevere,  yet 
the  analogy  in  cin  um<}tanees  was  suHi- 
eiently  close  t  »  jusiifv  some  hopo  that  ii 
might  here  alb^*  In-  attvuded  with  benefit. 

The  laiynx  was  opened  in  the  usual 
place.  In  reachins:  it  a  vein  was  i'1>xl, 
w  hich  spouted,  and  would  hare  bled  freely, 
but  a  finger  being  placed  on  it,  the  divi- 
sion  of  parts  was  continncd  antil  tlM 
erieo-thyroid  li^nunent  wfi>»  ,  ^ros,d.  and 
as  much  of  it  bored  as  it  would  be  re<|ui> 
■ite  to  excise.  The  vein  had  now  eeaaed 
to  bleed,  but  two  arteries  re(|uired  liga> 
tures;  and  the  general  oozinfj  was  so  free 
as  to  render  it  necessarj^  to  wiut  about  tt^i 
minutes  until  it  had  ceMed,  when  a  pieee 
of  the  erico- thyroid  lif^ament  was  rrniovcnl. 
ImmediaUdy  on  its  being  penetrated  the 
air  rasbed  out,  a  little  iVothy  secretion  waa 
expelled,  and  for  MBe  time  the  edges  of 

the  divi<lfd  niueou'.  in*  TTihmiic.  h.rrh  vvas 
observed  to  be  of  a  dusk  red,  ur  rather  jmr^ 
pie  colour,  gave  out  Idood  in  a  way  whwb 
required  that  this  nIiouM  he  abs«>rb«xl  by 
the  repeated  rapid  applicition  and  witJi- 
drawal  of  a  6|M>nge.  The  &ides  uf  the 
woond  in  the  parte  external  t»y  the  larynx 
were  kept  a'^nnder  by  a  bent  loOp  of 
applied  to  each  side. 

The  relief  to  respiration  was  immediata  ; 
the  muscles  of  the  neck  and  dwrt  eeaeed 
to  act,  thoMj  of  the  abdomen  al<mc  shewing 
action,  and  the  patient  leU  into  a  calm 
deep.  In  aa  hoar  alter  the  opetatioa  the 
pulse  was  less  freqaoity  more  ngular»  ud 
of  greater  size. 

At  ten  A.M.  on  Tuesday  lliere  was 

of  the  anitarent  itapor,  and  more  Itveli.. 
ness  in  the  eye  ;  resjiir.ition  free,  hut  fre 
Quent,  and  earrietl  ou  rnlircly  throutfli 
tM  wound.   Nocou|(h;  puieel20.  Cam- 
ttel  gn.  iy.  9dis  hone. 
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One  P.M. — The  calomel  has  pa^isod  in  part, 
J  ftdt  wholly,  through  tbc  wound  in  tlic  In- 
tfox.  Cannot  swallow  better.  NoincnaMnl 
wBttton  ckf  anteiuiftom bronchi  or  trnchea; 
nE*piraii«in   nv»r«>  fri  ijticnt.  Injtclions  of 
hml'tetk.peT  auum.    In  the  evening  he  be. 
amm  wtmi/eMf  the  teuipemUire  of  the  skin 
mmA  he  died  at  half-past  ten,  twenty, 
two  hofir^  after  the  operation,  thirty^six 
the  accident. 
Fmminmtwn  ef  dm  Bodv  sixiem  hotnt  ^^Ur 
4^k, — No  discolouration  orabrasion  of  the 
ntf  ztimcnt  of  1  lie  chin  or  lips.    Teeth  of 
white  ax>]i'earance.    Upper  surface 
flf  the  tonoriie  of  a  grey  and  ehron  colour, 
lhef*»rait  r  predominating  at  the  tip  and 
s<k&,  the  latter  in  the  middle.  The  ni- 
tsm  in  colour  was  stated  in  the  cuticular 
■itamu^  of  the  part,  which  was  separat- 
itt;,  aud  han2:in!^  lorv^c  fc»r  '■^^me  extent  all 
mmoA  the  edge  of  the  tongue,  and  fairly 
IsUched  from  a  part  of  its  base,  leaving 
rl.  <tggib06  red,  the  papill:i>  hare,  en- 
hrx^ed,    and    prominent.  IMembranous 
^itds  faannng  from  both  tonsils.  The 
pitarju  and  upper  tiiiid  of  the  eesopha- 
pu  were  covered  by  a  eontinuous,  grcy- 
oaltmred, slightly  lemon-tinted,  membrane, 
vhich    was    corrugated   and  dry,  and 
thnfni  isto  longitudinal  plic»,  marked 
also  by  trans v^cfNe  lines.    Tliis  memhranc, 
the  evitheliuui  of  tlie  part,  liad  heeome 
eompletcdy  detached  from  tlie  two  lower 
UMi  of  'the  (Bsophaius,  in  whieh  large 
f^rtions        it  remained  looose,  two  or 
thrte  smaU  spots  excepted,  wlucb  were  still 
CDvered  with  it ;  one  of  these  close  to  the 
termination  of  the  tube  at  the  cardia.  The 
surface  fmm  whence  the  epithelium  had 
acpaxatcd  presented  almost  its  natural 
wniiflmfSB,  bat  was  a  little  rosy  in  co. 
leer.    On  raising  the  lower  edge  of  the 
portion  of  epithelium  attached  to  the  upper 
l«art  of  the  ccsophagus,   the  subjacent 
aulhee  -was  red,  which  in  some  points 
lail  an  arborescent  character.    The  eho. 
ni>n    of  the    oesophagus,  especially  of 
\hc  upper  part,  was   thicker  than  na- 
(Bral.     The  stomach  internally,  gene<- 
fslly  red,  eontyned  some  yellowisli  bn»wn, 
P^PJ,  glairy  matters.    Its  inner  sor. 
laee  exhihitea  no  softening  orabrasion,  or 
aaynnasiial  appearance,  with  the  exeep. 
Hoa  of  one  place,  the  size  nf  a  rrown- 
pkec,  on  tbc  lesser  curvature,  on  which 
were  teattered  a  nwnber  of  ochre  oo. 
loured  spots,  the  si/e  of  a  pin's  head, 
the  colour  in  question  being  ^^ented  in  the 
tancous  follicles  of  the  part,  or  gastric 
glands.  Tbc  eommencement  of  the  dnO' 
denum  had  a  healthy  appearance. 

The  edges  of  the  entrance  of  the 
glottis  were  extremely  tnmid;  the  sur- 
&ce  at  the  same  time  cormgatedj  the 
coJoar  iemoa  $  but  at  two  places^  on  oppo. 


site  sides,  of  an  orange 'colour.  The  epi- 
glottis,  of  n  Imnvnish  eolonr,  w.is  not 
merely  corrugated,  but  .shrunk  in  size,  so 
that  it  could  not  lie  brought  over  the  en- 
trance of  the  1,'Iottis.  'Vh>  i:itcmal  sur- 
face of  the  iar>"nx,  tliruugh  its  whole 
extent,  from  the  opening  IH  the  glottis 
downwards,  and  the  adjoining  upper  third 
of  the  trachea,  was  covere»l  by  a  ver\  thin 
delicate  layer  of  Ivmph,  which  could  be 
raised  flx>m  the  suiijaeent  surfhee  of  the 
mucous  membrane,  which  was  here  pale. 
Lower  dmvn,  the  mucous  nieinhraneol  ihc 
trachea  was  of  a  deep  red  colour,  and  with 
no  appeanutee  of  lymph.  The  bronchi 
nV^a  n  (  re  red,  but  contained  no  diseased 
niu ecus  secretion.  The  posterior  parts  of 
tlie  luugs  were  loaded  with  blood. 

\s  instances  of  poi-^onin^^  by  nitric  acid 
are  not  ver^  frequent  in  this  country,  there 
are  some  circumstances  connected  witli  the 
above  case,  as  regards  its  history,  treat- 
ment, and  the  mnrbifl  ant»varanee^,  to 
which  I  may  be  permitted  now  brietly.  to 
adrert  And  first,  with  respect  to  the 
state  of  the  stomach  when  the  acid  was 
taken,  and  its  quantity.  J)y  inquiring  of 
the  friends  with  whom  the  boy  lived,  I 
learnt  that  he  had  breakfosted  in  his  usual 
hearty  manner  at  nine  oVloek  upon  hn  ad 
and  butter,  and  milk  and  water.  I'rom  the 
master  with  whoni  he  worked  1  leurut  that 
the  accident  occurred  a  few  minutes  before 
eleven ;  that  the  lad  could  not  have  swallow- 
ed much,  for  "  he  spat  out  a  table  spoon. 
All,  hut  must  have  twallowed  some  to  en- 
able  him  to  draw  breath :  he  had  one  gulp." 
Water  was  given  him  to  drink  inimedi- 
atcly,  and  be  was  then  taken  to  a  neigh- 
bouring chemists.  There^at  11  o*elock,  a 
solution  of  carbonate  of  soda  was  admi- 
nistered; which  had  hardly  reached  the 
stomach  when  romiting  took  place,  with 
great  eflTerresoence,  and  the  ejection  of  a 
quantity  of  brownish  looking:  -itnfY,  suffi- 
cient to  till  a  small  basin,  frothing  tike 
yeast.  The  vomiting,  it  has  been  stated, 
continued  when  he  was  brought  to  the  bos- 
pi  t  u  I ,  and  was  encouTBgcd  by  draughts  of 
calcined  magnesia. 

Fmm  the  state  of  the  CBsophagas,  a^cer- 
taini  il  after  death,  and  more  especially  of 
the  Io^Tc^  part  of  it,  it  is  almost  cer- 
tain that  some  of  tbc  acid  got  into  the 
stomach,  and  the  reason  of  this  riKcu!t 
having;  escaped  serious  injury  is  rcferril)le 
to  its  having  been  still  filled  with  the 
food  which  had  been  taken  at  breakfast. 
Was  the  ochre-like  colour  of  the  gastric 
glands  near  the  pylorus  depcndctJt  on  the 
acid  having  come'  in  contact  with  them  ? 
It  is  probable,  and  yet  the  mucous  ooat 
around  them  was  not  injured. 

With  respect  to  the  symptoms  in  this 
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case,  thi"v  mrrespmif].  r!  '^^  ith  tho<e  de- 
scribed  hy  the  best  authurities  &$  beitm 
proilueed  by  nitric  acid,  both  in  reguu 
to  the  local  .  j)|»earanoM  and  the  oon« 
stitntional  efferts.  Amoncr  tht*  former 
the  citron  colouf  of  thc  longue  was  par- 
ticularly intrked;  und  of  tlie  ifttter,  *•  th§ 
te^li'fg  of  (olil"  wnirh  is  stated  by  Or- 
'fili  (<!  he  •*  iiT)  pb«^^nonitne  cojnii\un  ;v 
beaucoup  d'empuisouueincns,  matH  tn-s 
marqiie  dftas  Pesp^  (t^acidc'  nitrique)  dont 
il  s'ag^it  ici — il  persiste  fort  long  tcm=," — 
was  c<|«ally  so.  When  the  bt»v  was  taken 
into  the  ward  he  was  so  cold  that  the 
nur«c  was  obliged  to  put  liini  in  wann 
blanki'ts,  and  the  history  shpw«5  that 
this  coutiaued.  The  pale  face,  and  the 
State  to  wbieli  I  bate  applied  the  tenn  ap' 
parent  irafwr*  wae  singular.  1  hare  said  ap. 
parent  b<Ta««5e  there  was  no  real  "^hipor; 
the  lad's  intellects  were  perfect ;  las  atten- 
tion was  alive  at  once  to  a  (juestion  when 
put,  and  whirh  he  replie<l  t«i  witliout  any 
of  that  j)et'visline8s  which  accompanies 
stupor  from  concussion  of  thc  braiu. 
This  state  of  apparent  stupor  preceded 
the  afftction  of  the  R'spi ration,  and  theri- 
fore  was  not  dependant  or  connected  with 
any  interrnptlon  to  thie  Amotion :  it  aet  in 
immediately  after  the  vomiting  ceased, 
which  probably,  while  it  lasted,  prrvrnted 
its  being  noticed.  The  t»tate  to  which  I 
am  now  alloding  eorresponded,  in  fact,  to 
that  prostration  or  collapse  which  m  often 
immediately  succeeds  severe  in|iiries- — 
amongst  others,  bums:  to  it  his  death 
mnst  DO  referred  There  wu  no  affection 
nf  the  stomach  to  r.<  ( ision  this;  the  ob- 
stniction  to  respiniiiou  was  obviated  by  the 
aperture  made  iu  the  air-passages  below 
the  seat  of  it,  and  theee  pamges  remained 
free  to  the  last;  but  the  system  never  re- 
covered from  the  shock  it  sustained  by 
the  violent  injury  done  to  the  oesophagus, 
pharynx,  and  mouth.  The  continuance  of 
this  state  of  pr«"-tration  preventtd  the 
ad(tption  of  those  uica.sures  of  depletion 
which  were  protisionatly  orderea  after 
the  optration  as  rccjuisiti  f<»r  thecureof 
the  laryngitis  and  pharyngitis. 

Thc  propriety  of  thc  operation  of  laryn- 
gotomy  in  this  case  will  not,  I  think/ be 
f^uestioned  :  iff  Ttiinly  prolonged  the  pa- 
tient's life^  and  under  more  favourable 
drcamstanees,  viz.  less  severe  injur} ,  might 
have  been  the  means  of  allowing'  life  to 
be  preserved.  In  deriding  nprm  it*;  n<l(i]» 
tion  1  was  influenced  by  the  rtcolleitionof 
Dr.  Hall*s  and  Dr.  Burgess's  papers  on  the 
perfoniiance  of  larvngotomy  in  cases  of  la- 
ryniritis  fnmj  ^i-al^ing  of  the  mouth  and 
tiiruat  by  drinking  but  water  from  the  pipe 
oTatca-ltettle. 

T  am  not  aware  that  this  o|)crati<«n  bn^ 
been  previously  performed  under  similar 


f-irn^ni  Stan  COS  of  p.tiHcmirtL'  l'\  acid<: ;  ff^ti^ 
the  occurrence  of  iuHaiumation  of  tlic; 
larynx,  in  cases  of  death  from  the  ad- 
ministration of  stroni?  acids,  has  hncim 
repeatedly  noted.      Dr.  Christison 
marks,  tiiat  "  a  great  number  of  time 
irritant  poisons  (of  wltich  tiie  strongi- 
neid'<   are    ll)e   first)    cause  lioarsenes^^ 
wheezing   rc-piralion,  and  other  sip^nas 
which  indicate  thc  spreading  of  the  in- 
flammation of  the  throat  and  windpipe." 
And  at  another  place    referring  to  tho 
manner  in  which  they  may  prove  fatal,  he 
even  remarks,  "It  also  appears  exceed- 
ingly pfobable^  although  no  systematio 
writer  has,  to  my  liuonled-^f ,  laid  it 
down,  that  the  strong  acids  may  cau5^ 
death,  wtthont  reaehinir  the  stomach  or 
even  the  gulh  t,  by  exoitiii'^'  inflammation 
and  spasm  <»f  the  glottis  and  larynx.** 

I  have  said  above  that  the  propriety  of 
the  operation  of  larvngotomy,  in  Uns  ea^ 
will  II'  T,  1  think,  he  <|iu'vri,,n<  *1  Perhai»H 
I  oui^ht  to  have  put  it  difl'ereiiliv,  and  said 
tracheotomy ;  as  90Qie  may  be  disposed  to 
prefer  this  operation.  I  selected  laryngo. 
t"!Mv  in  the  prc«fpnt  case,  because  by  it  an 
opening  was  made  iu  the  air.passagea 
equally  below  the  seat  of  obstraenon,  and 
because  it  is  a  more  certain  and  a  more 
safe  operation.  Two  instances  have  oc- 
curred in  which  the  tracliea  has  been 
attempted  to  be  opened  in  children,  hot 
without  success;  and  there  are  other  ca.sc<i 
where  the  hinnorrhage  has  been  sn  free  as 
to  cause  the  operation  to  be  abandoned, 
or  deferred,  or  which  have  rendered  it  ex> 
trtniely  diffieitlt  of  exccutiou.  and  caused 
it  to  be  attended  with  great  danger  after- 
wards. I  do  not  think  tliat  the  possibility 
of  the  inflammation  having  descended  to 
that  y'art  (»r  ihc  larynx  in  whieh  thc  aper- 
ture is  made,  is  a  couotervailing  disadvan* 
tage.  Even  supposing  this  had  oornned, 
it  would  in  no  way  Interfere  with  the 
crrrn*  ohjcct  nf  the  operation — the  free 
admission  of  air  to  the  lungs ;  w  hich 
wonld  still  be  obtained. 

It  has  been  represented  ])y  Orflla,  fid- 
lowing,  I  iin  sunie,  Tartra,  that  in  cases 
of  poboning  by  nitric  acid  there  is  found 
on  the  surikoe  of  the  ONophaiprns,  *'un  endnit 
de  matirre  jannr,  qTas«;c  nu  tiMi(  hf  r,iiui  pa- 
rait  formee  k  la  fois  par  de  I'albumine  con- 
crete et  par  la  membrane  muqueusc  al. 
tt  rre  d'une  maniere  particuliere."  And 
Dr.  t'hristisnn,  in  drscrihin*.?  the  morbid 
appearances  caused  by  the  mineral  acids, 
states,  that  the  ^Uet  is  often  lined 
with  a  dense  veUow  membrane,  adhering 
firmly,  resembling  the  inner  coat,  but  pro- 
l»ably  a  morbid  formation.*'  As  r^ards 
the  fkct  of  the  fssophagns  being  lined 
n  membrane,  these  writers  are  cor 
recti  but  the  representation  that  this  is 
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fortDfd  of  "  concrete  albumen,"  or  Uiat  urethra.    Ten  days  ago  he  was  attacked 

it  is  a  **  morbid  fortnatiou,"  by  which  I  with  swjrc  throat,  and  for  the  la«t  ei^^lit  lie 

mdrritaiid  that  it  is  a  pfodnct  of  inflam*  had  not  been  able  to  swallow  anv  thin^ 

■lation,  is  certainly  erroneous.  but  fluids,  and  that  with  i;:ri  at  diflicnlty. 

In  tlic  pment  case  it  was  clearly  the  He  lost  h»  voice  on  the  evening  of  the 

cpithdsitiii,  or  cnticidar  coterioff  of  the  day  on  which  he  first  experienced  difficalty 

cnopbagius,  sjjnply  and  alone,  chang^ed  by  of  swallowing.    Two  days  ago,  bis  conn- 

tht  dirt «  t  action  of  the  acid  ;  at  the  upper  tenance  was  anxious,  the  hn-athinfir  hur- 

art  ol  the  cesophagus  still  adherent  to  i'it<l,  ueeompauitd  by  a  gurgling,  but  not 

e  subjacent  chorion,  at  the  lower  sepa-  croupy ;  air  was  heard  to  pass  through 

ratod.  On  eoni|>aring  it  with  the  epithelium  the  lar}'nx,  v^ith  a  sihilous  noisi   if  r-sion- 

of  an  cr'^ophagu^  which  had  been  subjected  ally,  and  freely  into  every  part  of  the 

lo  mat-eralion  for  three  or  four  days,  and  lunn.    Patn  was  Inferred  to  the  phan  nx, 

when  this  epithelium  could  be  removed  as  ana  chiefly  to  the  left  side  of  it.    None  on 

a  meinbni'K  ,  the  fact  wa*'  cnnfiniud,  if  prei^sing  together  tlio  al.T  of  the  thyroid 

confirmation  liaii  been  wanting ;  but  there  cartilage.     Yesterday  (the  20th)  he  ex- 

was  this  difference  between  the  two— that  presRed  himself  relieved  by  the  leeches  ap- 

in  the  one  the  membrane  was  soft,  white,  plied,  but  respiration  did  not  seem  to  bo 

and  translucent;  in  the  other  it  was  hard,  iniprovtd,  ahhouf,di  he  stated  that  it  was 

Ot  a  greyish-lemon  tint,  opaque, corrugated,  so.    Duriug  the  uiglit  his  breathing  be- 

and  dry.  came  worse,  and  the  apothecary  was  odled 

Tht  lontrast, too. between  tlu  appearance  to  him  early  in  the  moniin^,',  when  twenty 

of  the  pharynx  and  oesophagus  lined  with  leeches  were  applied.    With  the  exception 


and  the  larynx  lined  with  a  thin  very  deli-  sufiering  and  apparently  sinking  under 

cate  laver  ofivmpli,  "a5  strikini?,  and  par-  the  symptoms    above     leseribed.  The 

ticalarly  at  the  entrance  of  the  glottis,  breathing  laborious,  aitcnded  with  a  rat. 

where  tne  twoeame  almost  into  continnity,  tUng  in  the  throat,  the  countenance  slight 

and  were  separated  only  by  a  line's  breadth;  ly  livid,  but  not  anxious.  The  stethoscope 

the  one  h^m^  th*-  eilc'e't  of  the  direct  appli-  to  the  cht  st  discovered  nothinar,  the  noise 

cation  of  the  acid  to  the  part,  the  other  in  breathing  preveuting  it.    A  biisu?r  hav- 

being  tike  resnlt  of  inflammation  eidted  ing  been  applied,  three  days  previously, 

IbIL  o^cr  the  front  of  the  neck,  fthe  surface  of 

— which  was  still  sore,)  rendered  manual 

examination  of  the  ]>harvnx  and  larynx 

While  upon  the  subject  of  lar^ncfotoniy,  fhiitless.    Nothing  amiss'  could  be  disco- 

in  connexion  with  disease  of  the  larynx,  T  covered   in  the  posterior  fauces  by  in. 

am  induced  to  advert  to  another   case  speetion. 

which  recently  occurred  in  the  hospital.  Tlie  history  of  the  case,  the  state  of 

In  the  one  which  has  been  related,  the  the  patient,  and  labouring  action  of 
jAtholf^'  of  the  disease  (laryngitis)  re-  the  lar>nx,  shewed  'that  tliere 
qairintt  the  operation,  is  known,  and  its  some  obstruction  to  respiration  eated 
treatment  establish^  d  ,  hut  in  that  about  here :  but  the  impression  produced 
ti>  be  detailed,  m  ilher  ihi one  or  the  t»tht  r  wn*;,  that  this  wn";  not  suflicient  to  nc- 
b  the  case.  In  the  lormer,  inllammation  count  for  all  the  distress  existing.  The 
of  the  lining  membrane  of  the  larynx  is  to  bronrhtal  mucous  membrane  appeared 
be  combated  hy  remedies  which  experi-  ut  be  inflamed  Was  the  patient's  con- 
en  cr- has  pnived  to  be  successful ;  in  the  dition  hevond  recovery  ?  M Ould  it  he  of 
other,  di.seased  chaugts  were  going  on  in  any  avail  making  an  aperture  in  the  la- 
textnrea  beneath  the  mucous  membrane;  ryux  ?  The  disease  had  began  in  the  pha- 
snd  even  if  the  condition  of  the  parts,  ryiix  and  extended  to  tlie  larj  nx.  Under 
found  after  death,  had  been  known,  the  .similar  circumstances  /  should  take  the 
appropriate  treatment  is  not  easily  asoer-  eluince  which  laryngotomy  aSbrded ;  the 
taiacA                              •  slight  nature  of  this  chance  was  communi* 

.             /.  fT  -      rti  cated  to  the  man'>  wife;  it  was  mentioned 


(in  tlie  absence  of  one  of  my  colleagues)  to  was  found  effused  at  one  place.  The  crico- 
■CO  J.  8..  to  decide  on  the  propriety  of  thyroid  ligament  being  divided,  a  table. 

making  an  aperture  into  t1;i  larynx,  and    s])oonfnl  or  two  of  reddi^^h coloured  mucus 


nrith  fistula  pehnei  and  stricture  of  the  the  man  fell  asleep  for  about  an  hour. 


hanged  as  just 
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Hb  afterwards  l  ontinned  to  breathe  en- 
tirely through  the  wound,  but  respiration 
befauie  more  frequent,  he  continued  to 
sink,  and  died  nine  honfa  after  the 
operation. 

On  examination  of  the  bodjf,  coagulabie 
lymph  and  pus  were  found  elTued  at  dif. 

ferent  parts  into  the  eclhilar  substance, 
all  alonar  the  front  of  the  hirvnx  nnd  tra- 
chea to  the  bottom  of  the  neck,  and  some 
Ivmph  intothatof  theanteriormedlastinmn. 
The  pns  and  lymph  were  in  ;;re;itcst  (juan- 
tity  on  the  left  side  of  the  upper  part  of 
the  trachea. 

In  the  pharynx,  the  cntranoB  of  the 
glottis  was  the  seat  of  throe  u!<  i  r;.  which 
occupied  both  edges  of  this  aperture,  with- 
out involTing  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
larynx.  These  ulcers,  however,  burrowed 
deeply  under  this  membrane,  so  that  the 
probe  could  be  passed  in  some  directions, 
more  especially  forwards  towards  the  angle 
of  the  thyroid  cartilage  ti>  the  extent  of  an 
inch.  In  the  interjnecnt  (  i  llnlrtr  Mibstance 
of  the  larynx  and  pliur^  ux,  and  uunmgst 
the  mnsdes  of  the  glottis,  were  in  several 
places  small  abscesses;  and  on  the  left 
side,  between  the  mucous  in<  inhrane  of 
tbe  larynx  and  the  thyroid  curtiiii^e,  \sm 
one  oootaining  a  teapspooaflil  of  thick  yel- 
low  matter. 

The  superior  chord.T  vocales  might  be  a 
little  thickened,  but  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  larynx  ]>resented  no  other  evidence 
of  disease.  There  was  some  redness  of  the 
upper  part  of  the  trachea,  iocreasin^^  in  in- 
tensity lower  down.  The  brahchi  were 
still  more  red,  and  their  sur&ce  was  cover- 
ed with  thread*;  of  purifonn  mucus.  The 
lung<i  were  loaded  with  blotnl  There  was 
eflbsion  into  both  aides  of  tbe  chest  of  ted 
coloured  serum.  The  plenne  wtn  no 
way  adherent. 

i'he  primary  anVetion  in  this  case  was 
no  d<mbt  thut'of  the  throat;  but  did  nice, 
ration  take  place  first,  or  were  the  ulcers 
the  consequence  of  abscesses  of  the  part 
breaking  ?  It  could  not  be  ascertained  m»m 
the  friends  that  this  man  had  been  the  sub- 
ject of  secondary  syphilis.  The  effusion  into 
the  pleur»»  aii<l  the  reddened,  pcvbaps  in- 
flamed, bronchial  mcmbmne,  were  tbe  re- 
sult oflaborious  resplmtion  fr()m  obstructed 
glottis.  If  the  operation  of  larvns»^>tomy 
had  been  performed  sooner,  boih  these  con- 
sequences might  possibly  have  been  pre- 
vent»'tl ;  hut  liow  ou^ht  the  hurrowintj 
ulcers  of  the  pharynx  and  larynx,  and 
the  abscesses  in  the  cellular  substance  of 
the  latter,  the  chii  f  ennse  of  obstruction 
to  the  pa^-^njirc  '^i  air  through  thr  larynx, 
even  if  discovered,  to  have  been  treat^  i 
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NOTICES. 

"  C.  L,»*  TIu  Letter  lias  arrived  quite 
too  late,  we  IVar,  to  hi-  of  any  use;  a1- 
tbouc;b  written  on  the-  eve  of  the  asMrui- 
blin;?  of  u  refmmed  parliaincnL** 

We  flo  11"!  umlcrstand  what  a  rorrc- 
drnt  Kitan^  by  siajiiins:  himself  "  An 
ArLiele  Student  of  the  College  o(  Sur- 
gumis  !*'  Tbe  tal^eet  t*t  his  note,  how. 
ever,  shall  not  escape  our  attpnti<in. 

The  Letters  of  "  have  been  deferred 
for  want  of  room. 

W\  have  received  several  I«ettenii«bilive 
to  ilu-  S<M  ipty  of  A]»othocarie«,  aome  of 
whieli      sUiiil  ^ive  next  week. 


W.  WiMow,  PrlntcTf  67,  SlEbuier*8tfeclt  London* 
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HjivTVf;  s^rme  orer  the  chief  puint^  of 
tbe  m«>rbid  aDatnmpr  of  pbthisiS|  1  iiliail 
low  proceed  to  consider  the 

Gmeral  Sifmptcrm. — This  is  for  the  most 
part  a  vt  n*  slow  and  in«ii'lions  affcotinn. 
Lmg  bcfiire  any  other  syniptuni  occurs, 
it  b  very  common  for  the  individual  to  be 
seized  v.'']\h  hmrifiptv';.!'' — •^pittinq-  nrMtir>'1. 
This,  a,s  1  mentioned  %vhen  speaking  of 
h»moptrsis.  or  hemoptoe,  as  it  is  oiijed, 
i«  osualfj  from  tliA  bronchial  memlirane. 
The  blood  is  of  course  fn>thy,  <irTirI«'t, 
mixed  witii  air»  tod  occasionally  it  is  in 
eandderable  quantities,  bat  for  the  most 
part  it  is  not  to  nii  v  ^reat  amount.  The 
patient  frequently  has  several  returns  of 
this,  before  any  other  particular  symptom 
ef  phthisis  presents  itselt    When  phthisis 
r»ccnT>.  thert.  for  the  most  part,  thtre  is 
Utile  or  uo  more  spitting  of  blood.  Whe- 
tlwrtids  has  oecurred  prerionslj  or  not, 
one  of  the  first  symptoms  notic  cl  is  a  short 
ticlLlin!!:  conph,  such  a  coui?h  as  the  pa- 
tient denies  even  to  exist.    It  is  obscnred 
1^  bis  liriends,  while  he  himself  for  the 
mo<.t  pnrf  complains  little  of  it,  or,  if  ques- 
tioned on  the  subject,  denies  it  altogether. 
Tlie  eoogh  is  short,-  tlekUn«r«  hacking, 
rather  than  verj-  severe.    With  this  cough 
there  is  for  the  most  part  spit  up  only  a 
little  mucus,  either  ut  the  same  time,  or 
MOD  after  it*  commencement  It  is  very 


common  to  hear  the  patient  complain  of  a 
stitch  in  the  side,  generallv  low  down, 
either  on  one  side  or  the  otner;  and  one 
would  think  it  was  a  HtUe  pleorittc  afTee- 
tion,  only  t]i;it  '^  Dinetimcs  it  i*^  iindoiiiahly 
felt  beyond  the  chest,  in  tlie  parietcs  of  the 
abdomen.  I  hare  known  a  very  violent 
stitch,  before  any  other  nymptoms  of 
phthi.sis,  low  down  in  the  abdominal  mus- 
tles,  out  of  the  wav  of  the  chest ;  so  that 
these  pains,  though  they  are  oceaidonally 
pleuritic,  an-,  T  have  no  doubt,  very  fre- 
qnently  muscular.  The  coni^h  h  n^enerally 
worse  when  tlie  patient  getji  into  hcu, 
ftom  the  ctddnes!^,  I  presume,  of  the  sheets; 
or,  when  he  ri.«»es  in  tin-  morninaf,  from 
the  coldness  of  the  atmo^^phcre  of  the  room 
compared  with  the  warmth  of  the  lied. 
There  is  felt  a  little  shortness  of  breath  4>n 
motion  ;  on  anv  exertion,  the  patient  finds 
that  his  brcatli  is  not  so  good  ns  before, 
and  he  complains  of  languor.  The  flesh 
becomes  soft,  so  that  on  takincr  hold  of  the 
arm  of  a  fmtient,  even  at  this  time,  you 
find  it  is  flabby.  The  hair  loses  its  strength, 
so  that  it  cannot  be  kept  in  order  as  bc(V)re, 
You  observe  this  particularly  in  females. 
There  appears  to  be  a  soi'tness  of  the  hair, 
which  will  not  allow  it  to  remain  in  the 
way  in  whicli  it  has  been  placed.  There 
is  observed  too  about  this  time  a  little  fe- 
verishness;  the  pulse  is  found  to  he 
quicker  than  natoial,  and  this  has  ]mrti- 
cularly  come  on  on  the  least  exertion. 
An  exertjon  which  before  would  quicken 
the  pulse  only  perhaps  ten  beats,  will  now 
quicken  it  twenty  or  thirty,  in  a  minute. 
On  falling  asleep,  it  is  very  common  for 
patients  to  find  that  they  sweat  in  some 
one  part  of  the  bo<ly— in  the  calves  of  the 
lej2^«;,  or  upon  thr  *  lu  st.  The  power  of  re- 
sisting external  temperature  is  diminished, 
so  that  he  complains  of  chilliness.  The 
expectoration,  although  only  mucus  origi- 
nally, if  now  sTreakcn  with  a  little  hlood. 
Perhaps  the  patient  never  hud  IjH'mopty- 
siSy  but  the  complaint  has  begun  with  the 


Digiu^^^^OOgle 


386  DR.  BLUOTSON  ON  THB  TBBORY  AND  PgACTICB  OF  MBDIdNB. 


pencral  symptoms  T  hare  mentioned,  and 
the  expectoration  was  mucus ;  but  be  tells 
yon  on  one  of  jour  viaits  that  what  he  fau 
spit  up  was  browDy  or  tini^^od  with  blood. 
That  is  another  form,  in  whit  h  a  disclian^e 
of  blood  takes  place.  V  ery  frequently 
time  is  the  hemorrhage  wUch  I  before 
mentioned,  but  perha|)s  more  frequently 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  any  decided  he- 
moptysis, but  the  mucus  after  a  time  be- 
oooMB  a  little  etieaked  with  blood. 

TboTv  is  now  innrf  nnicrh,  more  dv'pnrea 
and  more  debility  than  before,  and  the  pa- 
tient begins  to  find  that  he  lies  more  eaitly 
on  one  side  than  on  the  other.  The  pa- 
tient finds  his  strcnijth  decrease;  or  if  he 
do  nut  him&elf  allow  it,  vet  it  is  evident  to 
others.  He  cannot  mi^e  tbe  same 
tion  as  before,  and  it  is  also  pretty  evident 
that  he  loses  flesh.  Occasionally  there  is 
a  sharp  pain  in  the  side,  of  a  pleuritic  cha- 
lacter,  so  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  take 
away  n  littlf*  blootl ;  there  is  clearly  in- 
flammauon  uf  the  pleura.  If  the  patient 
be  a  fenude,  menttraation  is  idmoet  sura 
to  dcf  !itir  ;  the  catanu-nial  diseliarije  loses 
its  natural  rednesi*,  bcconus  paler  tlian  it 
should  be,  and  more  scanty  iu  its  quantity, 
as  well  es  being  tbos  Impaired  in  its  qna. 
lity;  and  more  frequently  than  not  it 
ceases  altogether.  You  will  generally  ob- 
serve that,  as  these  symptoms  all  proceed, 
the  ends  of  the  finjjers  Iwcoine  enlarged; 
the  la^t  joints  of  the  iinarers  look  broader 
thau  they  did  before ;  vou  will  find  that 
the  whole  appear  tnmla,  and  that  the  nail 
is  imrticularly  pmtninent.  The  eyes  too 
become  very  clear ;  you  observe  a  white- 
neu  and  transparency  of  them  which  you 
did  not  see  before;  the  sclerotica  looks  of 
a  more  intense  white  than  natural.  The 
nails  sometimes  become  incurvated— beat 
very  eonriderably ;  the  whole  nail  is  mors 
convex  than  before,  and  1  believe  nither 
softer,  like  the  hair;  and  that  \mn  of  the 
nail  which  is  unattached  to  the  cutis,  is  in 
many  instances  very  mach  bent.  The 
weakness  of  the  hair  now  is  sneh,  that 
whether  the  patient  be  male  or  female  it 
ihlls  off.  Tbe  hair,  which  at  first  is  only 
soft,  and  with  difficulty  is  kept  in  order, 
now  generallv  becomes  scanty.  The  ex. 
pcctoration,  ifrom  being  mere  frotiiy  njta- 
coi»  now  becomes  a  little  green,  or  a  little 
yellow,  and  nj'»re  abundant ;  and  insti-ud  (»f 
being  long  and  stringy,  like  the  expectora- 
tion of  health,  it  becomes  short  oetween 
the  fini^ers.  Now  and  then  the  cxpectora- 
tiott  becomes  ftetid,  the  strength  very  much 
declines,  the  sweating  at  niuht  l>ecome8 
very  profuse,  and  the  cxpei  toration  de> 
cidedly  sinks  in  water,  whereas  before, 
either  tbe  whole  of  it,  or  the  greater  part, 
swam.  Shreds  are  seen  in  It  whiter 
t}\:\n  the  rest,  like  curdy  luin]»s,  or  frag- 
ments i  and  in  some  few  instances  you 


ob^frve  earthy  matter  in  it.  The  latter  is 
bv  uo  means  so  frequent  au  occurrence  as 
the  former,  but  yon  see  It  now  and  then. 

llie  tongue  will  sometimes  remain  in  a 
healthy  ef>ndifi.>n,  but  in  most  instances  it 
becomes  loiuied  vviiii  mucus,  and  is  foul 
and  yellow,  on  the  one  hand,  or  it  beeomea 
red  at  the  ed^-es  and  tip,  on  the  other. 
Sometimes  it  is  of  an  intense  redness  all 
over,  so  that  it  looks  like  a  piece  of  beef. 

There  is  now  an  increase  in  the  pnlse  at 
least  twice  a  day— that  is,  in  the  middle  of 
the  day  and  in  the  evening,  but  decidedly 
in  tbe  evening;  tbsn  is  a  great  exacerba- 
tion of  it,  toj;(  Iher  u  lieat  of  the  body 
after  every  iiual.  The  urine  deposits  a 
pink  sediment ;  the  piuk  sediment  of  hec- 
tic appears,  and  the  pulse  is  constantly 
nnifli  (juirker  than  it  should  be,  perhaps 
seldom  below  UO,  and  fretjuently  above 
100.  The  mind  and  the  ap}>ctite  remain 
unimpaired.  Persons  labouring  under  this 
disease  will  frequently  eat  heartily  to  the 
verv  last,  have  a  perfectly  good  digestion, 
and  their  mind  is  as  alive  and  active  as  it 

ever  \va'-— i)e'liaps  more  so.  Patients  ge. 
neraiiy  have  hope;  they  will  not  believe 
that  thev  are  in  a  dangerous  fctate ;  tlicy 
do  not  think  that  their  case  Is  eonsnmp- 
tion.  On  the  other  hand,  when  penplpare 
not  active,  and  think  they  are  labouring 
under  phthisis,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten 
there  is  no  danger  whatever.  A  remarka- 
ble feature  in  this  disease  is  extreme  hope, 
su  Liiat  medical  men  who  have  fallen  vic- 
tims to  phthisis  have  insisted  up  to  the 
day  of  their  death  that  they  have  not  had 
ulceration  of  the  lungs,  and  that  they 
should  get  well.  This  has  been  observed 
in  intelMgcnt  men,  as  well  a.s  in  those  who 
were  most  stupid.    It  is  not  a  nriMt  r  t  f 

i'udgment,  but  of  feeling;  and  hope  in  this 
lisease  is  exceedingly  mnarkable,  quite 
rharacterislie  of  it,  ihouifh  it  is  by  no 
means  an  invariable  circumstance.  Now 
and  then  you  w  ill  see  persons  despond  ; 
they  ara quite  aware  of  their  situation  in 
this  disease  when  it  is  well  established  atui 
confirmed,  but  in  a  much  greater  nutui>er 
of  instances  then  is  the  most  lively  hope ; 
patients  will  not  believe  that  there  is  any 
danger. 

CoUiipiahiit  Purging  und  Sweating. -^\\\  tho 
greater  number  of  cases  the  intestines  suf- 
fer very  much.  Perli;iy>s  at  the  Wginning 
the  intestines  are  a  little  dormant,  but  as 
the  disease  proceeds,  and  especially  at  the 
last,  the  inti^tines  fall  into  a  state  of  diair. 
rluea,  and  the  purjjinir  v(  rv  frrqu  titly  nl. 
teruates  wiUi  ihc  sweating.  The  purging 
is  SO  severe,  that  you  may  say  it  melts 
down  the  patient,  and  it  is  ealUd  cAliqu^. 
live  jmrgitig  f  and  the  sweating  is  so  pro- 
ftkse  that  It  is  called  etUi^athe  tmmtting. 
The  expectoration  of  course  becomes  more 
yellow  aud  green  than  before,  and  it  also 
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becomes  more  abundant;  the  cough  be- 
comes more  seven* ;  tti«  legs  bectiuic  uedc 
matous;  and  the  body  wastes  exceedingly. 
The  hectic  flush  is  seen  decidedly  upon 
the  cheeks  and  palms  of  the  hantls;  aud 
the  exitaustion  is  such  in  some  caMis,  thai 
Itm  pAttait  frequently  fidnU;  Ikefeeb  of 
iintTMi  exceedingly  languid.  Tlic  patient 
t«  at  la%t  cfrnfined  to  his  bed  in  nil  cases; 
bul  la  some  iu:iLauct;a  llicre  la  gruat  icu- 
deacy  to  syncope,  and  dytpuflM  from  de- 
bilitv — sfi  that  stiniiilauts  are  required; 
aud  just  bef(jrt;  death  the  brain  it  some- 
times affected,  80  that  there  is  ddiriam 
frequeatif  thne  or  four  days  boAno 
death. 

Vafutm  in  th4  progrgu  «f  the  Stfmptomg.'-' 
The  progress  of  all  these  symptoms  is  ex. 

ceedini^lv  various;  Snuictiiues  only  a  f< 
weeks,  but  in  other  catses  many  years, 
elapse  before  the  patient  sinks  under  the 
aftetuw.  I  am  oonnnoed  that  I  havo 
seen  cases  where  there  ^-vrc  hm  svm]>tnni^ 
of  |»hthifiis,  and  yet  the  patient  ha^  died 
front  olocnUian  of  the  longs  in  the  ooone 
of  three  months.  I  recollect  one  instance 
©f  this  particularly.  On  account  of  some 
anomalous  symptum:>  lu  the  abdomen,  the 
potsent  was  oonCmnaUy  examined  by  me. 
Ifi*  "«'n^  tw.)  rir  three  iniles  from  London  ; 
and  uu  carefully  examining  his  chest,  I 
found  that  he  was  free  irom  cough,  free 
from  all  the  symptooia  of  phthisis  gene- 
rally.  aud  from  those  symptcms  m  hich  can 
only  be  learned  from  auscultatiou.  He 
fhrB  began  to  spit  eomething,  shewed 
sign^  of  phthisis,  and  died.  On  the  au- 
topsy  wc  found  ulceration.  All  this  oc- 
curred iu  the  cuurMi  uf  two  mouths.  'I'hc 
pobUe  at  large  are  aware  of  this  state,  and 
Chey  gire  to  such  cases  as  these  the  epithet 
f^UnptMg  emtmmoiiou.  On  the  other  hand 
urn  disease  will  last,  theie  can  be  no  doobt, 
wry  many  years — that  is  to  say,  pcrsous 
win  hare  cou^ch,  and  spit  matter;  yet  it 
will  not  increase,  but  decline  from  time  to 
tiBMV  Ottd  BO  they  will  go  on  till  at  lost 
Aey  expectorate  a  great  deal,  and  die  in 
the  usual  a-aj^.  Dr.  Gr^ory,  of  £dln- 
borgh,  used  to  My  that  he  knew  a  case 
where  a  person  was  in  a  state  of  consump- 
tion for  nfly  years;  but  it  is  impossible  to 
say  that  the  patient  laboured  under 
phthisis  all  the  time;  It  might  hare  been 
only  bronchitis.  IJut  it  is  a  fact,  that  there 
is  a  Terjf  ^reat  variety  a»  to  the  duration 
of  die  disease.  It  is  generally  quickest  in 
tfaoee  who  hare  the  finest  skini»  and  are 
r>f  nrcst  the  period  of  I'tiherty,  or  who  arc 
Dot  rery  much  beyond  tiiat  period.  The  dis- 
ease is  freqaently  snspended,  on  the  other 
hand, by  preg^nanoy,  and  by  suckling;  and 
now  and  then  it  has  been  suspended  by 
other  diseaeeei  by  ague  or  insanity. 
These,  howerer,  are  omj  oocttional  dr. 
cnmstances. 


You  will  DOW  be  prepared  to  understand 

the  symptoms  that  tale  place  during  the 
progress  of  this  diseasie,  acquirable  by 
the  ear. 

Atucuittitort)  S!!:;n<.  —  At  thc  first  jieriod  of 
phthisis  there  is  nothing  at  aii  tu  be  iearU' 
ed  from  the  ear ;  at  leoH  I  beliere  not :  it 
is  from  the  geneml  appearance  of  the  pa- 
tient, and  from  the  general  symptoms  of 
which  he  complains,  iliat  you  suspect  that 
pbthisie  is  prssent  At  tne  onse^  it  ie  at 
int)';t  (inly  a  matter  of  suspicion  :  yon  can- 
not be  certain  of  it.  You  will  easily  see 
that  this  must  be  the  ca^,  when  you  con- 
sider that,  in  the  first  instanc*e,  the  tober- 
clcs  which  constitute  this  disease  are  ex- 
ceedingly small  and  exceedingly  few, 
leering  a  large  ]>ortion  of  pulnionaTy 
structure  jxriectly  healthy.  It  is  only 
when  the  tubercles  increase  to  a  certain 
size,  aud  approximate,  ^o  us  to  form  a 
mass,  that  you  can  expect  any  symptoms 
that  are  div*  rrnihle  by  the  ear;  it  is  only 
when  a  cousiderable  portion  of  thepulmo. 
aaiy  itmetore  is  beset  with  tubercolar  de- 
posit, that  you  can  expect  to  discover  any 
audible  change.  The  parts  in  which  the 
Sjymptoms  acquirable  by  the  ear  are  to  be 
noticed,  in  tbe  first  initance,  are  below 
the  clavicles.  This  may  be  oh  ervcd  be- 
fore the  tubercles  have  softened;  but  when 
they  l>ecome  sufficiently  large  and  sufficient- 
ly numerous  to  occupy  some  space,  on 
strikinn  over  the  part  where  «.u<  h  depo.sit 
exists  YOU  will  not  find  the  hollow  sound 
of  health,  but  a  greater  degree  of  dnlness 
than  there  was  before.  Tn  proportion  to 
the  size  of  the  tubercular  dei^tsit  is  the 
duluess  of  the  souud  ;  and  you  may  save 
yourself  a  great  deal  of  trouble  by  bc>;in- 
ning  your  examination  at  liie  clavi(  Ic  and 
immediately  under  it.  Still,  if  you  have 
anv  suspicion,  and  yet  you  find  the  parts 
below  the  clavicle  sound  well,  you  should 
examine  other  parts;  bi^catise  now  and 
then  the  deposition,  instead  of  taking 
place  there, occurs  In  other  situations.  In 
the  great  majority  of  cases,  however-  I 
may  say  nine  cases  out  of  ton — the  change 
takes  place  just  below  the  superior  por- 
tion of  the  lungs, and  therefore  you  should 
commence  your  cxaminatif)ns  there.  He 
sides  this  dull  sound  on  percussion,  if  you 
listen  with  tbe  stethoscope,  and  make  the 
pdticnt  si>eak,  you  will  fiml  tin  v*m(  ('  re 
sounds  there  in  an  unuatural  muuacr. 
The  solid  substance  of  tbe  tubercles  is  so 
much  better  a  medium  of  couvc\inff  sound 
than  the  loose  structure  of  the  ncalthy 
lung,  that  tbe  sound  is  louder  where  these 
tubercles  exist  than  elsewhere.  The  voice 
will  not  come  through  fli<  tube,  as  if  tJie 
|>atient's  mouth  were  at  the  other  end  uf 
It,  speaking  to  you,  biityou  hear  the  sound 
echo,  and  you  hear  it  louder  tlmn  natural. 
Yon  have  no  pectoriloquy,  but  you  hfive 
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what  lsCfiUr{[broiirhoph(my — the  ^nTHf'  '^OtlTld 

that  jou  hear  in  putting  the  stethojKKipe 
over  the  Imiye  lironclria*.  Bat  It  in  to  be 

remembered,  that  the  voice  sounds  louder 
underthe  clavicle  natti rally  thnn  elsewhere, 
on  account  of  the  large  tulies  being  there; 
and  consequently  yon  should  not  depend 
on  this  symptom  atone.  It  shnuld  be 
united  with  the  dead  sound  on  ]>ercussion, 
to  make  you  satisfied  that  there  is  bron- 
chophony dependent  upon  tnberralar  de- 
position. It  is  well  to  compare  the  soT'nd 
on  each  side ;  for  the  deposition  generallj 
takei  place  more  on  one  tide  than  on 
the  other,  and  frequently  it  occurs  only  on 
one  side;  and  your  suspicion  will  be  in- 
creased, as  to  the  really  unnatural  loudness 
of  the  voice,  if  yon  near  it  loader  on  one 
side  than  on  the  f)thrr.  You  will  he  mnrh 
more  satisfied  of  the  real  existence  of  this 
disease,  by  comparing  the  sound  of  both 
sides,  than  if  you  merely  attend  to  one: 
the  difference  of  the  two'iafireqaentljrTeiy 
manifest. 

/'eefon/.vyu v.-i-Bat  when  the  tnherenlar 

mass  softens,  and  a  portion  is  discharged, 
so  that  the  cavity  is  emptied,  or  nearly  so, 
you  have  a  new  symptom.  The  bronchial 
tabes,  you  know,  enter  this  cavity;  and 
the  air  enters  it,  vou  have  the  same 
state  of  parts  there  that  there  is  in  the 
trachea— that  is  to  say,  there  is  a  laige 
tpace,  into  which,  on  inspimtion,  the  air 
enters;  and  consequently,  when  the  pa- 
tient speaks,  you  w  ill  have  the  some  sound 
that  ocean  on  pntting  the  stethoscope 
over  the  trachea.  If  vou  place  the  stetho- 
scope nrcr  the  trachea,  you  have  the  rntce 
traversing  tlie  tube,  as  though  the  mouth 
were  at  the  other  end;  and  jnst  the  eame 
occurrence  taVcs  jilacc  when  you  pnt  the 
stethoscope  over  a  cavity  in  the  langs: 
yott  bare  the  phenomenon  called  pecfnn'. 
loqtiy.  If  you  make  the  patient  cough, 
you  hear  a  mucous  rattle — the  same  sound 
as  if  air  were  furced  through  soap-suds; 
a  gargling  sound,  arising  from  the  air  agf. 
tatinga  vi.«ici(l  fluid.  But  as  the  contents 
grow  less  and  less  viscid^as  the  curdy 
matter  of  the  wroftJa  is  more  and  more 
spit  ap,  and  mere  mucus  forms  more  and 
more  the  contents  of  the  carity — the  frnr. 
gling  is  heard  louder,  and  is  found  to  be 
freer.  Then,  if  yon  make  the  patient 
hrra^he  rpiirk,  nnd  at  thr  '-■nmr  timr-  ra- 
ther deep,  you  hear  the  same  sound  tiiat 
yon*  do  if  you  make  him  breathe  i^uick  and 
put  the  stethoecope  over  the  trachea.  In 
th<' Inttrr  i'fi'ic,  you  hn%e  the  sound  of  the 
air  evidently  going  through  a  large  Ki>ace  j 
and  the  tame  eireonwtance  oceore  in  the 
former  instance,  mrrclv  n.ri'-iricr  from  the 
part  being  the  same  as  the  trachea.  You 
have  the  same  phenomena  with  respect  to 
rtmple  nqiiratioii— the 


with  respect  to  the  voice  when  the  patient 
speaks,  and  the  same  phenomena  when 
yon  make  him  cough,  that  yon  have  when 
you  place  the  stethoscope  over  the  trachea  : 
that  is  to  say,  you  have  pectoriloquy.  You 
may,  however,  if  you  listen  over  a  certain 
part  of  the  cheat,  nave  the  same  s  vm  ptom  of 
pectoriloquy  in  the  most  perfect  health  ;  es- 
pecially in  thin  persons.  If  you  place  the 
stethoscope,  in  a  person  who  is  tliiu,  be- 
tween the  davicles,  you  have  nectoriloqi^, 
arisincT  fVom  the  larerr  broncnT!r»  jroinif  to 
the  lungs  emitting  the  sonnd  of  a  tuhe» 
even  if  the  individaal  be  healthy.  Yoa 
must  not,  therefore,  pronounce  a  person  in 
a  .•'tatc  of  phthisis  simply  because  you 
have  necloriloquy  between  the  clavicles, 
bot  when  you  hear  it  in  other  parts  of  the 
chest  dcci<irfli\\  then  there  can  M BO  doobt 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  case. 

When  things  have  come  to  this  pass, 
yon  no  longer  nave  the  dull  sound  on  per- 
enssion  that  you  had  in  the  first  instance. 
The  tubercular  solid  mass  which  gave  the 
dhll  soand  on  perenssion  no  longer  ex. 
ists,  and  conscijuently  there  can  no  longer 
be  the  phcnomenruj  wiiidi  it  produced. 
That  phenomenon  was  a  dull  souiid,  from 
the  part  being  solid ;  the  part  is  now  hoi . 
low,  and  on  strikincr  over  it  yon  flnil  t]\e 
sound  as  hollow  as  in  health,  and  perbap.H 
moieholloir,  Itts  tobenrnembeml.that 
tfaov^  von  have  pectoriloquy,  and  you  thna 
have  a  Targe  .space  whit  h  on^rht  not  to  be 
there;  yet  the  phenomenon  does  not  shew  the 
nature  of  the  cavity,  and  it  is  only  from 
the  Gi-encral  symptoms  that  you  arc  satis- 
fied it  is  tlic  cavity  of  phthisis.  You  will 
recollect  that  1  mentioned,  when  speaking 
of  gangrene  of  the  Inngs,  that  a  part  (W 
the  lung  is  sometimes  separated,  dis. 
chaiged,  and  a  cavity  will  exist,  from  that 
drenmstanoe ;  so  that  yon  may  have  pecto 
riloquy  from  gangrene  of  the  lung.  Hut 
then  ynn  know  that  it  arises  fi-om  jjan- 
grene  bv  other  circunistances->sucb  a.s  the 
great  debility  of  the  patient  and  the  ftetor 
of  the  rxiH  f  tnration.  You  may,  fmni 
chronic  bronchitis,  have  the  bronchial 
tnhes  veiy  much  enlai|fed  at  one  spot-— 
as  laige  as  the  bntnchise  themselves,  or 
approach  in'/  to  their  size — and  in  that 
case  you  will  have  pect(»riloqay ;  but  then 
thero  will  not  he  present  the  geneml  symp- 
tnin-;  of  jihthi^is,  and  thus  you  will  sus- 
pect tlic  nature  uf  the  case.  You  see  that 
no  reliance  is  to  be  placed  on  the  ear  alone  ; 
that  the  s3rmptoms  which  are  audible  aie 
only  tn  he  taken  in  conjunction  willi  those 
which  are  general ;  and  persons  hud  fault 
with  anscnltation  unjustly,  who  sappoee 
that  it  is  cniployc<l  to  th<"  exclusion  of  at 
tending  to  other  symptoms.  No  person 
who  uses  his  ear  is  justified  in  making  so 
ahfoid  an  use  of  it:  the  penoa  who  is 
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dbpowd  to  employ  fait  ear  ought  to  be 

caneful  in  adopting  all  the  means  within 
power  <»f  makintr-  observations.  A 
pertsOD  may  be  labuunng  under  ulceration 
4d  tbe  longa*  and  yet  Ibe  may  not  afford 
the  %\-^v.  nf  prrtnriliujuy.    If  the  cavity  be 
near  the  surlace  uf  tiie  chest^aod  the  walhi 
of  tfM  cavity  be  very  thin,  and  if  tbebron- 
ciiial  tabes  tliat  open  into  the  cavity  have 
ni«»n*h<       small  as  t'>  hrar  no  proportion 
to  the  cavity  itself,  yuu  ma^  have  a  large 
cavity,  and  yet  ao  peetonloquy  at  all. 
Here,  a^^ain,  is  an  instance  of  the  fallacy 
of  the  observations  made  by  the  car  aluue, 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  other  symptoms. 
I  luMre,  over  and  over  attain  (as  every  body 
>!H«*  wht)  has  attended  to  the??e  matters), 
opened  patients,  and  found  a  laive  cavity 
aner  death,  whiere,  before  the  latal  ter. 
mination  of  the  case,  there  had  been  no 
pectoriloquy  at  the  affected  spot.  The 
wall«  of  thie  cavity  must  be  a  certain 
thirJlfifii  for  tlie  pbenomenou  of  pectori- 
loquy to  be  produced;  and  the  brrmchial 
tubes  opening  into  the  cavity  most  bear  a 
catain  proportion  to  it ;  but  when  the  ea. 
vilj  is  near  the  surface  of  the  lung,  and 
the  •"ohstance  of  the  Intic^  lias  been  entirely 
destroyed,  so  that  there  is  merely  pleura 
doming  the  parietet  of  the  cavity,  yon 
wUl  cease  to  have  pectoriloquy.    Ii,  how- 
ever, you  had  seen  the  patient  before  the 
cavity  became  so  large  as  to  be  out  of  pro- 
portion to  the  bronchial  tubes  opening  into 
it,  nnd  llie  walls  became  so  much  dimi- 
m>lied,  then  you  would  have  had  pectori- 
loquy.   But  you  may  not  have  been  called 
IB  before  the  patient  arrived  at  this  stnte, 
and  therefore  may  not  have  had  an  oppor- 
tanity  of  observing  the  successive  change 
M^ttUit  1tiiA/t/i^.— When  an  eaccaranon 
is  very  larife  indeed,  you  will  sometimes 
have  aiiollier  phenomenon —you  will  have 
what  is  called  tmtuUic  tinkling,    iiy  this  is 
meant  a  sort  of  silvery,  ringing,  aielaUie 
floand  when  the  patient  coughs,  speiJit^ 
«r  breathes  i  tet  particularly  when  he 
<»ag|hi'  ■>  dear  metallic  ringing,  which 
cas  midly  deoeiTe  ywau  But  the  sound  is 
not  peculiar  to  this  aBection  ;  f«»r  when 
the  surface  of  the  lung  is  ulcerated,  and 
air  eecapei  into  the  pleom,  that  being  a 
rery  larj^e'  cavity,  it  just  gives  you  the 
same  i)hem)mcnon.    When  air  enters  into 
the  pleura,  from  the  presence  of  the  air 
aad  fluid  together  yon  nava  metallic  tink- 
Hnjj ;  hut  if  it  so  happen  that  then  br 
a  large  ravi^  in  the  lung,  that  will  come 
to  tbe  same  thing,  and       air  and  floid 
aatnin^  into  it  will  give  rise  to  the  sane 
sonnd.     The  mvitv,  hnv^ever^  is  seldom  flO 
very  large  as  to  prmiuce  it. 

Toa  seldem  examine  a  patient  at  that 
point  when  much  information  is  to  be  de- 
riTcd  fn»m  the  ear.  Tn  the  first  stage  of 
the  disease  there  is  nothing  to  be  learned 


ftom  it,  aad  at  the  disease  proceeds  the 

case  is  generally  perfectly  clear,  without 
the  use  of  the 'ear;  but  il  a  set  of  symp- 
toms do  present  themselves  to  the  ear, 
they  are  as  worthy  of  being  olMMrved  as 
those  that    resent  themselves  to  the  eye  ; 
and  the  mere  trouble  of  examining  them 
can  be  m>  eseum  for  not  observing  them. 
Unfortunately,  in  the  great  number  of  in- 
stances, the  case  is  too  severeto  render  such 
examination  necessary,  but  cases  do  occur 
where  the  dismse  is  not  so  severe,  and  some 
will  say  thatthe  affection  is  bronchitis,  while 
others  assert  that  it  is  phthisis.  Persons 
are  said  every  dav,  by  those  who  do  not 
use  Uie  car,  to  be  in  a  state  of  phthisis 
who  are  not,  and  r'tcc  vrrsi.    Nt>w  if  the 
ear  be  used  al  ter  a  certain  time,  and  we 
ascertain  the  existence  of  a  cavitr  (beeanse, 
if  you  examine  a  i  atient  late,  me  pheno- 
menon of  pectorilo(iuy  may  have  ceased), 
this,  in  coujunctiou  with  tlie  other  symp- 
toms, will  render  the  ease  dear.  It  is  of 
great  importance  to  be  able  to  say  that 
there  is  pectoriloquy;  for  a  practitioner 
may  hare  said  that  it  U  not  phthisis  at  all, 
and  he  will  ttich  to  it;  liut  if  you  listen, 
and  hear  pectoriloquy,  you  may  be  sure 
tliat  he  is  wrong,  and  may  be  able  to  con- 
▼inee  him  of  it  It  is  a  fact  that  some 
practitioners  who  have  taken  a  predilection 
for  other  orirnns  — particularly  the  liver,  or 
the  viscera  id  the  abdomen — declare  that 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  phthisis  present^ 
while  it  is  evident  enough  that  the  pa- 
tient's lungs  are  rotten,   ^ow  if,  in  a  case 
like  that,  you  can  induce  a  penon  to  con- 
descend  to  llstai  to  you,  and  can  shew  him 

the  flifltrenre  between  the  soniid«(  in 
hcaiti)  oud  tliosc  in  this  disease,  you  may 
open  his  eyes,  or  you  may  bring  forward 
such  an  ari^ument  as  cannot  be  resisted. 
It  would  be  UTi]ihil(isoj)hicHl  not  to  know 
these  things,  uud  not  to  attend  lo  ihtm.  if 
they  do  exist 

Respecting  the  propr^osis  in  this  disease, 
when  you  find  such  a  state  of  things  as 
this,  it  must  be  always  unfavourable.  If 
only  one  part  of  a  lung  be  beset  by  tuber- 
cular depositi"Ti,  it  piisMlilc  tbiit  tlif  sub- 
stance may  soitcu,  he  cxpecii»rulcd,  the 
part  heal,  and  the  patient  do  veiy  welL 
It  is  possible  that  you  may  have  pectorilo- 
quy, that  you  may  have  sii^ns  of  confirmed 
phthisis,  aud  yet  the  patient  mav  recover: 
such  things,  however,  are  exceedingly  rare. 
I  (Imilit  wbrther  it  is  a  very  ccmiindn  tliini^ 
for  tliese  excavations  to  heal  at  ail  i  but  it 
is  a  Ikr  more  uncommon  thing  for  the  pa- 
tient to  get  well  i  because,  in  general,  the 
disease  is  constit!rtit)Tml,and  if  one  excava- 
tion should  heal,  a  crop  of  tubercles  occurs 
In  some  other  part,  whidi  will  go  thimmli 
succenive  changes,  and  under  them  the 
patient  will  Rink.  When  you  open  a 
patient  who  has  died  of  paihisis,,  yoa 
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•IflMMrt  ilwayt  find   toberdct   In  ta> 

TiDus  stages,  and  if  you  could  heal  one 
lung  entirely,  as  it  hjus  been  proposed  to 
do,  by  making  an  opening  into  the  chest, 
and  cansinff  the  long  to  collapse,  I  doubt, 
then,  ^vht'tner  von  would  do  much  good; 
because  the  other  lung  is  generally  beset 
with  tnbeielee,  which  will  regnlarly  go 
through  their  stages  in  the  same  way.  But 
I  do  doubt  very  much  whether  these  cari- 
tlee  so  frequently  heul  a«  has  been  lop- 
poeed.  I  am  quite  sure,  on  neconnt  of  the 
succcssIot:  rf  tubercles,  that  persons  rarely 
recorer;  and  I  doubt  whether  the  cavities 
heal  so  often  as  Laennec  thought  they 
did. 

Cicatrkatiou  a  rare  fvrtfrrmr?.— Laennec 
says,  that  he  has  frequently  seen  in  the 
Innn  n  cicatrix;  that  a  carity  had  es- 
isted    and   healed ;    that    the  'sides  had 
come  together,  and  the  part  become  solidi- 
fied and  hard,  just  as  is  the  case  with  the 
ttufkoe  of  the  body.    The  appearance 
Spolcen  of  by  Laennec  as  indicative  of  a 
healed  cavity,  is  a  depression  on  the  sur- 
Aoe  of  the  lung,  a  puckering,  just  at  in  a 
cicatrix  on  the  suifaoe  of  the  body  when 
there  has  been  an  ah^rM  ^s  below,    {f  there 
be  merely  superficial  ulceration  ^ou  know 
tint  a  scar  is  left;  bitt  in  proportion  to  the 
depth  of  the  ulceration  on  tnc  surface  of 
the  body,  and  the  parts  immediately  below 
the  surface,  so  is  Uie  depth  of  the  cicatrix 
and  the  puekering.  Tiiis  appearance  la 
sometimes  seen  on  the  surface  of  the  long; 
and  he  says,  that,  on  cutting  down  on  such 
a  part,  yon  find  induration  below  it  of  a 
greater  or  less  depth.  My  reason  for  donbt- 
ing  this  18,  that  you  see  exactly  the  same 
appearances  upon  tiie  liver.    Almost  crcry 
month,  if  you  open  many  bodies,  you  find 
n  puckering  on  the  surface  of  the  liver  — a 
depression,  with  a  puckering  all  around  it^ 
and,  on  cutting  into  it,  you  find  the  snb- 
tttaiicc  of  the  uver  unnatural  as  to  colour, 
hnt  there  is  no  iilrt  ration,  in  fact  there 
could  bare  been  nu  ulceration,  no  suppu- 
ration,  for  there  are  no  signs  of  there 
baring  been  any  matter.    The  pcritotual 
surface  ui'  the  liver  will  fall  into  a  .state  of 
chronic  induration ;  here  and  there  it  will 
heeome  indurated  and  hard,  and  it  is  con* 
ni<ni!y  pnrl;(  nMl;  and  there  you  have  the 
appeorajicc  ul  so  many  k^lts.    Now  the 
same  thing,  1  know,  will  take  place  in  the 
Inngs,   You  may  see  tham  puckered,  and 
vou  may  see  the  pleura  very  hanl  there, 
but  1  cannot  see  that  that  is  any  reason 
for  beliering  that  there  is  a  eieatrix.  And 
yon  may  be  deceived  frojn  finding  a  large 
track   of  some  deyxh  down  tlie  lungs, 
fwhich  should  not  Imve  deceived  Laennec,) 
ttom  a  mere  cohesion  of  the  difllerent  lobes 
of  the  Itmg.    It  is  common,  \yhvxi  there 
has  been  a  slow  thickening  of  the  pleura, 
to  say  nothing  of  iniiammation,to  find  the 


lohee  glued  together,  and  fhe  pleura  hmr 

tween  the  lobes  thick  and  almost  cartila" 
ginous,  and  '^omrtimr';  thrrr  i«  a  pnekerjnt^' 
on  the  surlace  j  and,  on  cutUug  down,  you 
find  a  cartilaginous  hardness  to  some  depth, 
but  on  careful  examination  yon  find  thee 
cohesion  of  the  difierent  lobes.  lnde> 
pendent  of  that,  the  pleura  will  iUl  Into 
the  same  sort  of  disease  as  the  peritoneunt 
all  over  the  liver,  and  pn>dnre  Jn^t  the 
same  appearances.    On  reading  Andral,  I 
find  that  he  has  come  to  the  same  oontdv. 
^ons  an  myself,  and  1  have  no  donbt  that 
others  have  done  so  likewise.  It  is  said  that 
now  and  then  a  cicatrix  may  be  produced, 
but  I  am  sure  it  is  a  rare  occurrence. 

Hnt  sf>nietime8  people  without  any  cica- 
trix get  rid  of  this  tubercular  deiMJsit. 
When  it  has  only  occurred  at  one  ^Mt  aa 
open  carity  remains,  and  so  they  go  on, 
and  live  lor  a  long  time.  This  however, 
I  believe,  is  comparatively  rare;  it  in  so 
common  for  tubercle  after  tubercle  to  tafca 
jilace  in  the  lungs,  and  go  through  snc- 
cesaire  changes,  that  people  generally  do 
not  live.  It  certainly  does  happen  soma, 
times,  that  the  lining  membranes  of  these 
cavities  become  hard,  secrete  a  quantity 
of  mucus,  and  so  remain  during  the  rc&t 
of  lllb;  no  farther  mischief  being  done, 
pectoriloquy  being  nlv  nys  heard,  and  the 
patient  only  being  troubled  with  cough 
and  expectoration.  But  this  also  is  com> 
parativcly  rare. 

Pne^ifr  rr.  —  Nou  and  then  —  but 
this  likewi.se  is  an  uncommon  occur* 
fence— death  will  take  jrface,  fiom  aloe, 
ration  extending  outwards  through  the 
pleura.  In  cases  of  this  description,  the 
patient  in  generally  seized  with  a  sad- 
den difficulty  of  breathing,  and  on  striking 
the  chest  yon  find  that  there  is  a  very  clear 
sound,  and,  as  you  may  suppose  from  the 
air  escaping  from  the  lunss  to  the  pleura, 
the  lungs  heoome  more  and  more  collapsed. 
If  it  occur  on  the  left  siHe  nf  iht-  vhvsf,  the 
force  of  the  air  will  be  such  as  to  drive  the 
heart  to  the  right  side.  Hiis  is  ealled 
j^iifuyito  tluvdx,  but,  as  T  shall  afterwards 
point  out,  it  should  be  termed  pnfumnto- 
thorax.  1  sliall  H|ieak  of  thi*>  when  1  come 
to  disea.'ics  of  the  pleora;  bat,  now  and 
then,  it  is  to  be  n  iin  m^in  d.  thnT  idcera- 
tion  is  not  confined  to  the  lung  itself,  bat 
the  pleura  becomes  ulcerated,  or  is  render, 
ed  so  thin  that  it  gives  way — ^ruptures — 
aud  then  you  htim  xir  and  fluid  in  the 

fdeura.  I  shall  speak  of  that  more  i>articu> 
arly  hereafter,  hnt  I  mvst  now  menaon  it  as 
one  of  the  effects  of  consumption.  In  ge. 
neral  nature  prevent.^  this,  however  near  to 
the  .surface  the  cavity  may  be,  by  causing 
adhesions.  You  will  rseoilect  I  motion* 
cd  generally,  tlmt  when  :\  tnhrrc  Ic  i'i  nrnr 
the  surface  of  tlie  lung,  the  puiiiMimry  and 
cental  pleune,  one  or  both,  throw  out 
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ultf  ration  may  go  on  within,  and  yet  nei- 
ther air  nor  fluiit  can  escape  into  the  pleura. 
But  nowaud  then  nature  fails.  A  tubercle 
•xiato  near  the  surface;  the  nloetflation 
sr^e^  on  ;  no  adhesions  tak*-  place ;  «  y>er- 
t'oratioB  is  prodaced  bj  the  ulcer,  and  the 
yheuMKiwa  of  air  and  fluid  la  the  pleura 
occurs. 

Erratir  St/mptoms. —  Besides  those  morbid 
appcamnc-es  and  thuse  symptoms  which 
I  nave  tiM<ntiuned  as  occurring  in  phthisis, 
voo  will  ind  a  variety  of  others  in  different 
padeots.    Some  have  a  very  great  disturb- 
anee  of  the  difMtiTe  organs;  toaie  hare 
tf  iHK  rn«  >s  of  Ou"  epigastrium,  tenderness  of 
llu-  alxloincn  wiierc  thefsirnill  intestines  lie, 
aiid  iciidemc&s  likewise  of  tlie liver.  ISunic 
have  VMj  littlo  appetite,  bat  a  large  num. 
brr  htiTc  nn  excellent  appetite,  and  (^i^(■st 
and  eat  well  to  the  last  moment  of  their 
ckiitaoee.   It  is  very  common  for  a  fistula 
tu  form  by  the  side  of  the  rectum,  and 
after  death  it  is  very  common  to  find  a 
(vikbtderable  inllaiuiuatiou  of  tlie  mucous 
■afmhiina  of  the  intestines.    It  is  by  no 
means  uncommon  to  Hud  iIk  intestines 
ukcratcd— to  lind  a  sccofuluus  deposit  in 
the  mesenteric  glands  and  to  find  the  liver 
more  or  Isasdiaeased.  The  French  have  at. 
tended  very  niifnitcly  to  tlje  proportidnatc 
uccurivoce  ot  these  difierent  morbid  aflcc- 
tioos  of  other  parts.  I  heBeve  yo«  will  find 
in  Lotii>'s  Work, a  physiiian  now  livin^^  in 
Paris,  the  most  accurate  information  on 
this  pidnt.    It  is  very  common  to  find  the 
trachea  ulcerated  **lo  hare  a  scrofulous 
dejhis^it  in  various  parts  of  iIk-  f in(  )it';i, 
particniarly  alKint  the  larynx,    in  some 
Mistaneffs  yoo  have  soreness,  violent  ooogh, 
every  mark  of  chronic  disca.sc  of  the  la- 
rynx; ^vh(  rt  ;is,  iu  otiier  cases,  tliere  is  no 
iHjanK-oeaiii — no  signs  of  affection  of  the 
laryaa  or  trachea,  excepting  a  little  in« 
flammator>  irritation  Dnaa  the  excessive 
eecKiiou  til  mucus. 

I  do  not  know  that  it  is  worth  while  to 
■tale  these  things  partieuhurly.  In  phthi.sis 
ytm  «'ill  fifid  v»  rv  «>ff»>u  an  inflammatory 
^LAlt  uf  liie  various  parU  ul  tlie  abdomen  j 
you  will  very  often  find  fistulae;  very  often 
find  organic  disease  of  the  liver,  piirticu- 
larly  of  the  intestines.  Now  and  then 
senM^iloos  tobetdles  are  found  in  the  brain, 
or  ml  least  under  the  pia  mater;  but,  for 
the  moat  part,  the  head  remains  perfectly 
free. 

Frwditpasing  CiiiMf.*^Tbereoanhenoqiies. 
ti<»o  1 1 1  at  t  iu'  (1  i  >posi  ti  on  to  this  disease  is  frc- 
qticntly  conj>titutioual— frcqnciitly  heredi- 
tary. Those  who  are  most  subject  to  it 
are  naoally  hit  peiiona,  with  light  hair, 
Fnnsniinc<tus  tcmf^rimtnt,  soft  .skin  and 
hair,  with  long  p\>inted  hngers.  Their 
teh  ie  flabby,  not  firm,  mm  they  have 
latye  pupils  of  the  eyee.   They  are  tn- 


qncatlY  thin  and  tall;  bnt  whether  they 

are  tall  or  not,  this  (Iescri]>tion  of  person 
is  slender,  with  a  long  neck.  Frequently, 
too,  .such  persons  have  been  subject  to  hse- 
morrhage  firom  tli<    nose  when  jonng; 
There  is  another  descriiition  of  persons 
subject  to  phthisis,  who  are  not  tall,  but 
short,  and  who  have  not  light  hair  and  a 
fair  skin,  hut  who  are  rather  swarthy,  and 
have  (lark  hair  and  dark  eyes.    These  also 
have  large  pupils,  and  their  skin  is  rather 
soft,  and  instead  of  having  long  they  have 
short  tniTicnfcd  fingers  nnc?  nails.  Their 
fibre,  too,  is  lux,  like  the  other,  their  mus- 
cles being  flabby ;  and  this  latterdescription 
of  persons  generally  have  a  tumid  up|)cr  lip. 
There  arc,  therefore,  twti  descriptions  of  per- 
sons moat  liable  to  phthisis ;  both,  in  gene- 
ral, have  a  sf>ft  skin,  soft  hair,  anda  Imbby 
fibre,  and  look  pale;  hut  one  set  of  peoj)le, 
if  they  be  not  tuU,  arc  slender,  and  geue- 
nlly  have  tight  hair,  a  florid  compl»ion, 
and  are  disposed  to  Inemorrhagc;  whereas 
the  others  arc  short,  witli  ilark  hair,  htive 
a  tumid  upi»er  lip,  and  i>lt<»rt  truncated 
fingers.    This  form  of  body  is  of  course 
constitutional,  and  it  likewise  may  be 
hcreditar}';  therefore  tlic  disposition  to 
phthisis  niav  be  said  to  be  in  many  consti' 
tutional  and  hereditaiy. 

A  certain  n;;e  i«?  more  liable  to  the  dis 
ease  than  any  other.  Scrofula  is  more 
likely  to  occur  in  the  lungs  })etween  the 
ai;c'  uf  tit;htttn  au<l  thirty,  than  at  any 
other  period,  in  this  country.  When 
it  occurs  later  tlian  this,  it  perhaps  is 
more  frecpu  ntly  the  result  of  unfavoura- 
})]'■  «  \trM:;iI  i  i ■  rinn^tanccs  upon  e<institu- 
tions  moderately  disposed  to  it,  than  uf  the 
mere  intensity  of  the  predisposition. 

There  can  be  no  tpu'stion  that  it  is 
preatly  jiredisposed  to  by  bad  food,  bad 
lodging,  and  bad  eloUiiug.  Many  would 
escape  the  disease  were  it  not  for  their 
being  exposed  to  wet  and  C(dd,  be  ing  badly 
piotccteu  in  the  way  of  lodging,  or  of 
clothing,  and  not  fortified  with  the  means 
of  resistance  to  wet  and  cold  by  good  food, 
which  keeps  up  a  t^ond  fire  within,  and 
cuiupensules  iu  a  great  measure  for  the 
unfavourable  state  of  the  atmosphere. 
Hence  tlu'  dista'^c  is  mucli  nv»n-  rrcqiicnt 
in  countries  which  arc  wet  and  cold  than 
in  others,  and  it  is  more  fteqnent  in  coun- 
tries which  have  cold  and  wet  alternating 
with  warmth,  than  in  those  which  are 
simply  cold.  For  example :  I  believe  it  is 
not  so  common  in  Russia  as  in  many  other 
warmer  part'^  Alternations  of  tempera- 
ture, especially  the  union  of  cold  and 
moisture,  with  u  w  arm  temperature,  .«eem 
to  have  the  greatest  effect  in  exciting  the 
disease,  and  to  be  the  great  prrdiv]v>«.!ni^ 
cause,  next  to  hereditary,  consUluiionul 
dUpositiim,  or  the  want  of  food,  clothing, 
ana  hidgisg.    It  is  far  less  fio^ncat  ia 
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tropical  than  in  temperate  climates;  in- 

dt-ed,  in  the  tropics,  it  In  ^^nifl  tlmt  real 
stramous  phthisis  is  uukuown,  or  is  coii- 
Sncd  to  the  Eofopeui  tettleiBt  who  bring 
tb«  disposition  to  it  from  oafilfoaTablc 

climates.  It  h  a  disease  seen  more  or  less 
ia  all  parts  of  the  world,  or  aearljr  so, 
oitber  occurring  among  tne  inhmbiCanti, 

or  among  those  who  come  from  cDuntrics 
where  it  is  very  common.  Some  ascribe 
the  comparative  rarity  of  the  disease — I 
only  lay  comparative ^in  Russia,  to  the 
circtimstancc  of  the  pef>ple  having  good 
clothing,  being  clad  with  furs  and  other 
warm  materiua,  and  eating  plenty  of 
animal  food.  All  the  inhabitants  of  cold 
cliinat»'«  eat  a  large  quantity  of  animal 
food,  while  those  who  inhabit  warmer  re- 
gions care  little  about  it,  and  live  princi- 
mdly  on  vf  i^'i'tahk'.s.  The  diet  of  Italy  and 
Ruisia  is  completely  different  Tlieu,  to 
•bew  the  effect  of  clothing  upon  the  dis. 
ease,  it  is  said  that  in  Seouand  it  wu 
unknown  (T  suppose  that  is  an  exo^t?'em- 
tion)  before  the  people  chafed  their  dress 
firom  woollen  to  ootton.  FormerlT,  it  ia 
alleged,  that  in  Scotland  the  pcoi>k'  w  tre 
all  drcssi  d  in  woollen,  as  the  Romans  were; 
but  that  since  they  have  chaiigcd  it  for 
ootton,  the  di  scase  IHM  become  very  preva- 
h'nt.  The  <lisease  is  said  to  be  t^ic  Ira^l 
revolent  among  butchers,  fiahermeu,  and 
shwomen — I  mean  fish-fags>*ifao  woman 
who  sell  fish,  and  who  in  Sootlaiid  are 
tnllfd  "  fishwives, "^because  thow  poopio 
cut  plentifully  of  umuial  food. 

When  the  prtdi  sporition  Is  verf  altnni^t 
the  most  favourable  external  circumstanc*es 
<  an  scarcely  keep  uwav  the  disease.  You 
w  ill  see  a  succession  oi*  persons  in  a  family 
brmigbt  up  with  every  care  in  gnaiding 
against  cold,  havincT  good  food,  attention 
paid  to  the  slightest  indisposition,  good 
clothin;^,  and  of  course  gooa  lodging,  and 
.  yet  one  after  another,  especially  if  they  be 
females,  become  the  victims  of  Uiis  diseasr. 
Ou  ti)c  other  hand,  where  the  dispositiua 
is  not  to  strong,  by  taking  great  cai«  to 
avoid  vitissitufks  of  tempcmturc,  to  dress 
very  warmly,  and  to  he  well  nouri'-fuf!, 
people  escape  it.  And  if  persons  uiUr- 
inarry  who  have  this  discaae  in  their  re- 
f<pertive  familit  ,  V,  ho  themselves  are  dis- 
posed  to  it,  and  perhaps  afterwards  die  of 
It,  one  or  both,  the  affection  is  almost  sure 
to  be  transmitted  to  the  ofl'spring.  Yon 
nmst  have  all  seen  instance*?  of  ehil<!reu 
dying  in  a  family  whose  mother  died  M*me 
3  ears  before  of  the  same  disease.  Where 
two  first  cousins  marry  tc^ther,  the  pre- 
disposition derived  from  this  unfnrtumite 
mixture  bectimes  so  powerlui  tiiut  a  very 
phthisleal  offspring  is  generally  the  result. 
>Vhovvcr  belongs  t  ■  a  phthisical  family 
should  endeavour  to  cmss  the  breed  hv 
mariyiug  some  one  that  it>  not  phtlmical, 


because,  although  it  is  delightful  to  marry 
a  lady  delicately  bcatitifnl  to  nil  appear- 
ance, having  white  teeth,  a  fine  skin,  soft 
hair,  and  so  ou,  yet  misery  is  sure  to  be 
the  consequence;  tbe  disease  is  almost  turn 
to  begin,  and  the  ofiipiiiig  perish  one  ate 
another. 

Sxeiiing  Caumt, — ^Tbe  Immediale  e»ritiny 

cause  of  ill*  (lisi  iise,  when  one  is  apparent, 
is  generally  that  of  any  common  inflam- 
mation, any  common  cause  of  catarrh. 
Exposure  to  cold,  more  particularly  cold 
ancf  wet,  especially  when  applied  jmrtiallv, 
and  again,  especially  when  the  body  Is 
oferbeated,  is  the  most  oommon  ■iTAiti.^g 
cause.  Persons  with  a  strong  predi^MO* 
tion  catch  cold  from  the  s!iu:htest  causes — 
from  something  that  w  ouid  be  insufficient 
to  give  another  iadividual  cold;  and  what 
wiiuld  be  mere  catarrh  in  one  j>crson,  be- 
comes in  the  other  the  commeueeiuent  of 
phthisis.  Sometimes  tnbacles  have  al- 
ready existed  in  the  lungs,  and  fhcae 
merely  produce  inflummtitinti  in  the  f>r:ynri; 
in  other  cases  inflammation  is  mduced  in 
the  air-tnbes,  and  the  dispositioa  beiny 
strong,  the  debilitatint?  effects  of  the  in- 
flammation lead  to  the  prodoction  of  ibe 
tubercles. 

Whatever  exhausts  the  body  may  pvo- 

duce  this  disease.  \\  Ik  ti  ]icrs<ms  are  pre- 
disposed to  it,  they  will  have  it  come  on 
witjurat  catching  cold  at  all,  but  simply 
ftom  over  exertion  of  the  body,  or  over 
exertion  of  (lie  mind.  Rut  here  there 
is  mental  exertion,  there  ib  aimo&t  al- 
ways anxiety;  it  is  seldom  tbat  a  person  is 
occupied  mentally  without  anxiety,  and 
therefiire  anxiety  may  be  thccauseof  the 
disea&e  in  a  great  degrees 

There  can  be  no  donbt  tbat  tlio  deprem 
int?  pa.ssions  will  produce  the  ilisea.sc.  I 
hare  seen  a  case  myself,  where,  in  a  pre- 
disposed fkmily,  an  indiridual  has  become 
the  victim  of  phthiau  deddedly  from  the 
very  time  that  .•!ome  great  eooTee  of  gnfi 
occurred  to  him. 

Powdety  sabstKaees  ia  the  ataMspbare 
have  excited  the  disea.se,  not  simply  in 
cases  where  there  was  a  strong  predispo.si- 
tion  to  it  J  but  where  ilic  powucry  dry  sub- 
stance is  of  a  hard  nature,  such  as  portions 
of  meial  or  portions  of  strmc,  the  disease 
is  produced  almost  without  any  predispo- 
sttion  being  discovered.  There  are  certa  n 
oocapations  in  which  fine  particles  of 
stone  arc  diffused  through  the  atmosphere, 
and  others  in  which  tine  particles  of  steel 
ate  so  diffosed,  and  the  persons  exposed  to 
these  very  frequently  die  of  phthisis;  so 
that  in  some  parts  of  the  countrv,  where 
thuM.-  trades  prevail,  few  men,  wliu  work 
at  them,  live  beyond  tattft  wmI  maay  die 
much  before  that  time. 

It  lias  been  supposed  that  tlic  disea&e 
will  aribc  ih»m  contagion  but  it  is  in  fo. 
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yeigtt  eomtriflt  tiMt  Uiii  ide»|>Tvndb.  It 

i»  bflievtti  in  Liingaedoe,  Spain,  and 
Portui^l,  aad  the  clotbas  of  patients  whu 
imv*  died  of  this  complaint  are  there 
Wmcd  bv  the  cinl  uttloffltiai.  M orgaipii  f 
as  ererr  body  knows,  was  sti  fri:^htenca  at 
the  oonta^oakneas  of  this  disease,  that  be 
MPsr  opaoed  the  body  of  a  perMm  wbo 
died  of  it:  but  that  was  evidently  the  re- 
in It  of  a  little  ncnousness,  rather  than  of 
kis  better  judgment.  It  mentioneil  n^i 
being:  oontagloiia  by  Morton,  a  writer  on 
this  t'isca«!e  in  our  own  cf>untry;  but  it 
was  iK>i  M»  coubidered  either  by  Hippocrates 
or  CSdsiia.  f  do  not  belioto  that  it  is  in 
the  sIiGrhtest  <legree  contagious.  I  hare, 
like  every  body  els**  practising  medicine, 
seen  hundredi^  and  hundreds  uf  cases  of 
the  disease,  bttt  I  nerer  saw  an  instance 
in  uliieh  there  was  a  shadow  of  probabilitv 
of  contagion.  1  have  seen  husbands  nurse 
iboir  wives,  and  wifet  tbtfr  haib«iids,  and 
1  am  quite  sure  that  where  the  ranivor 
has  bepome  phthisical,  the  proportion  has 
not  been  greater  thao  you  m%bt  expect 
whao  a  diimm  iw  as  fMOfaleot  as  pbtms. 
It  is  not  nnronnnnn  for  persons  to  fall  into 
it  in  the  muuc  family  where  there  is  great 
auxiety.  I  hardly  recollect  a  circumstance 
wberv  the  husband  has  died  of  phthisis, 
mill  thf  wife  has  fallen  a  Tictim  to  it  im- 
im-diately  afterwards,  where  there  has  not 
been  a  predisposition  to  it  before.  I  hmwe 
seen  s*t  many  hundreds  of  examples  of  the 
retrerse,  that  I  do  not  think  the  proportion 
is  greater  than  it  would  be,  if  it  were  a 
awtler  of  atMolnto  eertaliity  that  tbe  die. 
case  was  not  wntagiotis  at  all. 

The  presence  of  other  diseases  will  of 
coviee  exdto  tliia.  It  is  very  common  for 
the  disease  to  come  on  after  inflammation 
fif  the  lungs,  after  severe  bronchitis,  peri 
poettmouia,  ur  picnritis ;  but  it  is  certainly 
vcfj  often  the  ease  tint  the  inflammatory 
disease  which  has  precedod  it,  has  been 
the  reiHait  of  a  predisposition  in  the  region 
of  the  chest  to  disease  at  large. 

Sedentary  oecnpations  of  aU  descrtptioBe 
mn«»t  he  nnfarourable  to  it,  bccanse  in 
•cdentaiy  occupations  there  is  a  want  of 
fteA  air,  as  wdl  as  of  due  es«rdae. 
Crowds,  too,  are  generally  collected  toge> 
thrr,  and  unhcalthiness  of  all  dr<!;criptions 
must  be  engendered.  W  i  th  some,  the  exciting 
caoio  ikae  been  great  respiratoiy  exertion, 
?ueh  a^  rx  c-^^iv*  public  speaking,  exces- 
sire  reading  aloud,  exce^^sive  blowing  of 
wiad.iaetraaients,  and  some  hare  had 
eymptooBi  of  pbthi^  wliieb  liave  declined 
aiher  giTintr  np  the  ftnte  or  some  other 
wind  inwtrumeut  The  disease  has  fre- 
qneotly  been  enrfted  liy  mereory.  It  ie 
▼ery  common  for  us  to  see  ]>crsons  who 
bare  been  in  the  foul  wards  of  an  hospital, 
and  ondergoue  a  con^uirrable  ailministra- 
tioa  of  neirurr,  at  the  end  of  all  this  ftdl 
into  a  etale  of  phthisis.  Exoees  in  ? enciy 


ie  Ukewiie  by  no  meaae  an 'aaftoiiiMat 

exciting  cause.  1  have  seen  many  young 
men  die  of  phthisis  a  twelvemonth  after 
their  marriage,  although  they  had  shewn 
no  signs  of  it  lielbfa.  You  will  sooM- 
times  have  an  abscess  of  tin-  Iimgs— 
you  wUI  sometimes  bare  au  abscess  of 
tbe  liver  making  ite  wav  and  prodae. 
ing  an  adhesion  to  the  diaphragm,  and 
of  the  diaphragm  to  the  lungs,  and  so 
on— but  all  this  is  not  phihisisi  where, 
howeter,  there  is  a  great  predisposition  to 
the  riisease,  this  may  be  the  exeitintr  muse. 

Diuemnis. — In  regard  to  the  diagnosis  of 
Iho  disease,  it  maet  be  made  oat  by  the 
general  observation  of  the  patient— general 
observation  as  to  prtKlisposition  anfl  a««  to 
comtitution.  Then,  again,  ai>  to  Liie  pro- 
ress  of  the  dtseaae,  vwether  a  person  haa 
ad  cout.'-h  for  n  great  length  of  time, 
which  has  generaiU  increased  ~  whether 
thf  re  has  been  a  ftmng  away  in  flesh,  and 
the  individual  has  not  passed  the  nlddle 
period  of  life,  but  is  between  eighteen  and 
thirty — if  these  symptoms  occur,  and  then 
hu  been  phtiiisie  in  the  fiunilv,  yon  bafo 
still  gn  utrr  reason  to  suspect  the  formation 
of  tubercles,  if  in  females  there  be  a 
suppression  of  the  menses— if  in  males  or 
females  the  ends  of  the  Angers  becmne  en. 
landed,  and  there  are  fn'f|uent  atta('l<«!  of 
baimoptyiiis,  together  with  a  continual 
oough,  the  ease  will  be  rendered  etiU 
more  suspicious.  By  means  of  the  ste- 
thoscope, you  may  aseertai.i  after  a  time 
whether  there  is  a  cavity  or  not ;  but  in 
this  dise:u<e  the  diagnosis  is  but  too  caey, 
after  the  aff\  ction  has  ancv  furraed. 

Prit^iiiwis.— As  to  the  prognosis  it  must 
always  be  bad.  It  most  be  a  very  happy 
circumstance  when  a  person  recovers  from 
tubercles  in  the  lungs,  but  you  ought  never 
to  calculate  upon  it.  It  is  a  great  blessins 
when  it  does  take  place,  bnt  yoo  ehoida 
never  e]q»ect  it. 

Tnalmmi. 

The  treatment  of  the  diMase  mnst 

be  totally  different  under  different  cir. 
cumstances.  Very  little  in  genend  can 
be  done  after  it  hae  gone  on  to  a  cer- 
tain length.  We  can  do  something  then 
to  alleviate  suffering,  it  is  true ;  but  before  it 
has  occurred,  unless  the  prediiiposition  be 
very  etrong,  I  think  that  mndi  may  be  done 
in  pn  vt  ntinq-  it-,  provided  the  person  be  in 
a  situation  that  you  can  do  what  you  wish. 

Frop^tacd'cu.— The  great  modeofprerent- 
ing  phthisis,  when  there  is  a  predisp^tion 
to  it,  is  by  invigorating  the  body  a*^  ninrh  as 
possible,  by  taking  care  that  tlie  individual 
shall  bave  plenty  of  tmh  air;  go  oat 
every  day;  have  just  exercise  enough 
without  i)roducing  any  fatigue;  have  a 

Sood  portion  of  rest  at  night,  and  never  be 
eprived  of  U;  eat  plenty  of  animal  Ibod 
of  the  beet  quality  ^  take  malt  iiqaor,  or  a 
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cartein  portion  of  wino,  If  it  en  bo  bono; 

— bat  malt  liqnor  is  the  most  invigorating, 
an»lfortIicmo«5t  part  wine  merely  stimulate*, 
and  in  most  eases  (loe»  luirm.    Tim  state 
of  tlie  mind  is  also  of  very  great  impoftiiico» 
aii'l  thr  »!tTii<'st  cnrv  ^hiiiiii!  \ir  taken  to 
commit  uu  excess  in  study,  exerciM;,  venery, 
or  mny  thing  else,  so  as  to  do  nothing  that 
can  do  harm,  and  yet  maintain  all  the 
funrtions  of  the  Ixxly.    Tlio  ijtmnst  atten- 
tion should  be  paid  to  clothing.    A  iaige 
Bomber  <»f  ftonafes  in  tills  conntiT  fUl  into 
c<»nMunpti(»n  iliiefly  throucrh   their  owm 
fault.     i'he  p<M)rer  cla.sses  cannot  dress 
Well,  cannot  be  expected  to  tiJcc  tliat  care 
of  tlMOiselTi^  that  tbey  shonld,  beeanse 
tbar  have  not  the  means;  but  the  rich 
aoM  the  middle  classes  do  every  thing  they 
can  to  fall  into  eonsmnption.  Tbey  wear 
hardly  any  petticoats,  so  that  when  the 
wind  blows,  you  jnay  rli^cnvcr  nil  their 
beauties  and  see  thcii  sliape.    They  wear 
allk  stodunga  and  the  thinnest  shoes,  and 
sf»wnlkout;  or  if  tiny  do  iiot  walk  out 
thus  attired,  they  stand  on  the  i»teps  of  the 
dmnr,  and  often  go  on  the  pavement  some 
yards  before  they  get  to  tiieir  cairiam: 
i'hey  will  go  from  tin  liotf  -st  rooms  wim- 
oui  anv  thing  about  their  feet;  they  take 
little  ueep;  nave  party  alter  party' every 
night;  and  tlien,  at  last,  fall  into  a  s^ate 
of  tonsnitiptiiin :   and  neither  tluinsohcs 
nor  thtur  friciulh  will  believe  that  this  want 
of  rest,  and  this  extreme  excitement,  hat 
hern  the  muse  of  it;  but  I  am  quite  sure 
it  has.    1  tltink  1  have  saved  tlie  lives  of 
aeveral  yonng  ladies  by  insisting  upon  their 
followiug  my  advice  of  wearing  plenty  of 
tfannel  — flnnnel  drawers,  flanm  1  waistcoats, 
and  high  dressy  so  as  to  come  up  to  their 
eoUar-bonee;  at  least,  I  hmve  seen  seforal 
who  npju  ared  to  have  every  disposition  to 
phtliisis,  hut  who  by  wearini''  flannel  from 
their  C4>llur-)Hiut:i  U>  below  tlie  knees,  next 
the  skin,  have  passed  that  age  at  which 
phtliisis  Would  in  nl!  ])robabiiity  havt- 
guo,  and  have  done  well.    I  have  taken 
eare  to  add  to  this  good  living,  making 
^ra  take  meat  at  least  once  a  day.  Many 
wish  to  nH«kf  ill*  !n«;t  lvcs  look  slender  ana 
§enleel,  and  thereiure  they  starve  thcm> 
Bfllfts  into  the  bargain.   Yon  dionld  nudie 
th(  ni  eat  meat  ouee  or  twice  a  day,  and  an 
allowauee  of  nmlt  liqnor,  whielt  f<>r  the 
uui&l  jiart  is  bettt^r  than  wine.    It  yuu  cuu 
do  all  this,  you  may  in  many  cases  piomit 
phtlii'-is,  espeeially  if,  in  addition,  you  can 
make  patients  use  the  cold  shower  hatii. 
Many  cannot  bear  m  eold  shower-batli  at 
fliBt,  hot  they  ean  Itcar  it  tepid,  and  by  Ac- 
!rr»rs  they  cau  bear  it  n>ld.    It  wan  only  a 
lew  davs'sKo  that  1  saw  a  young  gentle- 
jaaa  whose  biother  died  of  phtinais.  Ho 
spat  blood  at  the  anma  time  aa  his  brother, 
and  they  npiH-artHl   eqnallv  dispoM-d  to 
phthisia.    ilowever,  in  one,  the  disutM 


ran  on  rery  fast,  and  he  died:  tfao  autyitw 

was  spitting  blood  continually,  and  badl  m 
lai|^  pupil  of  the  eye.    I  prcvaileel  upon 
him  last  summer  to  begin  u&ing  the  &liawer> 
bMh,  and  he  has  done  so  all  the  winters 
and  the  re  >iilt        b<  i  n  tliat  he  has  h>*!t  liis 
cough,  spits  uo  more  blood,  and  he  is  now 
a  strong  young  man.    No  doubt,  if  he  take 
can  of  himadf,  and  commit  no  oxcooo  of 
any  de<;eTiption,  he  will  i^o  <m  v>  r\],     J  i\a 
not  know  any  means  tM>  powertui  lu  ii«ur- 
dening  the  bodj  as  tibe  nae  of  the  «oId 
sliower-hath ;  hut  it  is  to  be  remeinberfd, 
with  rcspeet  to  hardening,  that  you  cajinf)t 
hiirdeu  everv  person,  and  that  you  may  kill 
many  in  t6e  attempt    Some  ladiaay  in 
order  to  strengthen  tnem-elTwi,  will  g<>  out 
of  doors  in  the  most  ii  uaiy  weather,  ajAd  by 
^t  means  often  injure  themselvea.  Yoo 
may  m       the  most  delicate  hot-buusc 
plant  hanlv  !)v  Inwcrin^r  the  teniperatnrc- 
grHdually;  but  what         harden  one  wiil 
kill  another,  and  what  will  not  harden  une 
at  all,  wrmid  he  quite  suftieieut  to  hanh'n 
another,  and  tiierefore  the  greatest  care 
should  be  employed.    Some  try  to  harden 
themselves  by  having  the  window  open, 
and  they  glory  in  having  snow  on  tKeir 
corerlet.   Some  can  bear  it,  but  a  neat 
number  never  ooold  bear  any  Hdag  or  the 
kind.    Still,  I  am  sure,  it  is  proper  treat- 
ment to  hanien  people  as  mneb  as  «an  be 
borne. 

Yon  Ikndy  however,  that  some  penoos 

nrr  "jf)  (1i'5.jin^('f1  ti'i  mi  inflammatoiy  state 
Umt  it  is  not  at  ail  admissible  to  give  them 
wine,  beer,  and  meat   lliey  may  be  of  so 
inflammatoiy  a  disposition,  that  the  nt* 
most  yon  ran  do  is  t<>  elothe  them  well, 
make  them  guard  against  catching  cold, 
and  order  tike  shower-bath*  Somm  iwisihh 
arc  so  dis)>osed  to  haemorrhage—* liasmor- 
rhage  from  the  nose,  nud  then  haMuorrhatfe 
from  the  lungs — that  notiiuig  sumiiUhug 
ean  be  allowed.  There  am  each  eases;  bat 
in  the  greater  number  of  instances  I  know 
that  by  fortifying  the  constitution  well, 
a4insting  the  means  Used  to  fortify  it  ac- 
cimliag  to  the  state  of  the  constitotiflat 
you  may  do  i^reat  cr^'d. 

Whm  the  prcfUspositian  is  very  strung, 
it  is  not  only  neoessaxy  that  the  patioit 
should  most  carefully  avoid  catching  cold, 
by  wearing  warm  clothing  when  lie  is  out 
of  doors,  and  by  avoiding  all  danger  arising 
from  wet  feet,  bat  the  temperatnm  of  the 
room  in  ^vhidi  lie  is  sboald  be  prevented 
from  falling  too  low.  Tn  many  canes  it  is 
necessary  that  the  bed  should  be  warmed: 
but  others  not  so  deUeate  as  all  that  should 
re  in  the  room,  either  wben  they 
Kt>  to  bed  or  get  up — once  in  the  twentv- 
fbor  homi,  for  the  purpose  of  thamiigh)y 
warming  it.  Some  persons  are  so  delicate 
—BO  diApoM'd  to  phthi».i* — that  wf  enn 
hajdly  oUow  iheoi  to  go  out  eveu  duruig 
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ite  wfater,  and  in  their  roone  a  eotain 

^yrec  of  artificial  temperatiire  ntmt  he 
matatainitd  ;  but  these  are  caM»  where  the 
firfieiiiiaHiiiii  la  cxtiene,  and  the  ddbility 
mxj  great. 

It  i-t  al^<»  of  ZTcai  use,  wliere  there  is  a 
»m;«ni5  j>redis|>o«tion,  to  send  patieuta  to 
a  vmrmer  climate  ttian  our  own,  and  one 
rf  the  Heart  places  to  which  they  c:m  hv  •jfiit 
It  the  Weal  or  Bast  Indies — to  a  thorougiUy 
warn  i^imrt*    If  diat  be  too  Ikr,  one  or 
the  lH-<t  places  i«  the  south  of  Spain,  or  the 
ioath  of  France.     Miiny  ]>arts  to  uliirh 
are   sent  are   very  objuctittiutbic. 
for  onunple,  is  Terr  cohl  in  the 
winter,  and  both  \'t  Tiicc  nna  Nnjilrs  liavc 
ku^h  mountains  in  the  neiglibuurliuoii,  and 
thenrfore  are  not  good.    If  yon  cannot 
fKnd  patients  to  the  East  cnr  VVcst  Indies, 
rm^inlr  the  smith  of  Spain  and  tlie  south 
oC  France  are  among  the  most  proper 
fkmmm.    But  many  eannot  go  ercn  there, 
j^il  for  thciu  the  w  unuor  ftarts  of  England 
are  tin  i>nly  situations  left.     I  need  not 
iaeBti«»u  that  parts  of  Cornwall  and  Devon- 
Jkiat.  aie  the  auMtt  suitable,  and  I  believe 
Penzance  is  pnniculftrly  so.  Ncarc<;t 
LcukdoQ,  one  of  the  best  places  certainly  is 
ilMtxnffi.     Many  penons  near  Loadon 
bav«  an  idea  that  if,  instead  of  living  in 
L'>nd..n,  tliey  go  to  Brnnapton,  they  are 
iDi*re  protected  from  the  disease ;  but  I  do 
net  knmr  whether  there  is  any  thing  in  it. 
I  have  beard  practitioners  f(»un'l  fault  with 
for  allowing  their  patients  to  live  here,  and 
not  spending  them  to  Brompton.    It  has  a 
Wtmt  name,  hot  I  do  not  know  whetlicr 
it  dc-.rn-es  it.     But  all   this   must  be 
dcoie  before  the  disease  is  fully  formed: 
tor  when  it  is  ooee  established,  I  think  it 
the  gn<tttt;st  cruelty  imaginable  to  send 
thcni  abroad.    It  is  horrible  to  sec  the 
it  occasions,  and  the  patient  still  dies 
of  eeasnmntion.  To  send  them  awi^  from 
bmne,  and  suflTer  all  the  misery  of  the 
journey,  is  not  f»niy  very  absurd,  but  very 
chkI.  '  It  is  much  l>ettcr,  wheu  the  disease 
is  oaee  fbnBed,to  allow  patients  to  remain 
at  ♦If'ir  own  ho7nf>,  whefe  theos  IS  averjT 
cumiort  arouud  ihem. 

Antiphlo^Me  nrnt^m* — ^When  the  disease 
las  formed  itself,  the  treatment  must  be 
Tenr  different  nndiT  different  circum- 
ftanoes.  You  gcneruiiy  have  to  subdue 
or  vitifiale  inflammation.  There  are 
fn-quLJit  attacks  nf  pleuritis,  Immchitijs, 
uiid  peripneumonia.  You  commonly  iind 
the  pleura?,  or  the  lungs,  or  both—  in  the 
hogs  I  include  the  air-<^ls  and  branohim-» 
in  a  state  of  inflammati'm  IN  r'^ona  am 
ocmtinually  seized  with  v  lulcut  bUtebes  is 
Aeflde,  and  it  Is  neeessary  to  take  away 
aJlttle  blood — four  or  six  ounces,  sometimes 
aiorr.  «>r  to  cnp  \hv  fnirt.  dp  to  blister  it. 
You  iind  tiie  biomi  buiied,  and  you  have  to 
tNittha  case  Ibr  a  tuneasonaof  inflam- 


matlaa  af  the  chest,  bat  with  Uttia  powec 

of  the  constitution,  lender  these  circnm- 
stauees,  of  course  it  is  necessary  that  the 
diet  should  be  low.  If  patients  oa  seiaeil 
with  hemorrhage,  it  is  often  necessary  to 
treat  them  in  th»-  sam<'  way  :  it  is  generally 
necessary  to  bleed  tiic  ]mticut  tu  some  iittfe 
axtsnt,  and  to  keep  him  on  low  diet  When 
there  have  hww  attot  knof  inflammation  or 
of  hsraiorrhage,  it  is  neeessaxy  for  some 
iays  to  pttiaae  ntiphlogistie  diet;  hot 
these  may  all  subside,  and  you  nay  hafa 
recourse  to  nutritions  diet  again,  or  tiow 
for  the  iirst  time,  if  not  before.  It  is,  how- 
ever, right  not  to  take  ahinn  at  every  pain 
in  the  '■i  lt  which  n  phthisical  patient  niay 
have,  fur  many  sudi  attacks  will  go  away 
without  strong  antiphlogistic  measures, 
and  maov  will  go  away  noin  a  hlistor,  or 
tin'  f(]''>fifation  of  a  innntard  poultice, 
whici)  IS  one  of  the  best  tilings.  If,  how- 
erer,  that  will  not  nmore  it,  it  is  requisite 
to  bleed,  and  to  treat  it  in  the  oommaQ 
antiphlogistic  manner. 

Diet. — Supposing,  however,  that  there  is 
no  inflammation  to  subdue,  no  haemorrhage, 
nnd  the  patient  is  free  from  pain,  and  has 
been  so  for  some  time,  then  you  have  to  sup- 
port him  as  well  as  yon  ean,  and  to  lessen 
the  irritation.  It  is  oAen  IndispsnsiUe  to 
give  meat  and  malt  liqnor.  Yon  see  many 
persons  who  are  spitting  up  in  phthisis 
the  better  for  having  meat.  Wine  has  a 
t»iHl'iirv  to  .stiniiilate,  and  tlunfore  it 
should  not  Ik-  giveti ;  but  ale  will  often  be 
proper.  In  a  great  number  of  cases,  you 
have  to  consider  that  the  patient  is  just  in 
the  y'nnre  ■^i'lintion  as  an  iiidividnal  haring 
a  lur^c  absee^s  in  the  extremities,  which, 
from  i)otiring  forth  an  immense  qnanttty  of 
fluid,  has  exhausted  him.  In  that  case, 
you  must  allow  meat  and  beer,  in  order  to 
support  the  patient,  and  administer  opium 
to  lessen  the  initation;  and  in  phthlins 
the  treatment  must  be  comdaeted  pieciadly 
in  the  same  way. 

r0ntc«.->lii  this  state  of  things  it  is  very 
oseltal,  whan  there  is  no  inflammation,  no 
hff'ni'trrhage.togivelonies ;  biitof  all  tonics, 
iron  IS  bv  for  the  best.  The  use  of  what 
is  called  Griffith^  mirlttrt  is  well  known. 
There  was  a  Dr.  Moses  GrifTiths,  who  made 
a  mixture  of  iron  and  myrrh,  whirh  is  a 
very  goo<l  fonui  but  the  myrrh  is  nuu- 
seons,  and  after  making  a  number  of  trials, 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  iron  will  do  as  well, 
without  the  myrrh  as  with  it.  The  sul- 
phate of  iron  answers  exceedingly  well; 
and  when  you  recollect  how  often  there  is 
ctmgh  in  the  di'^^ease,  out  of  ]»ro]>ortion  to 
the  r^;ular  irritation  that  takes  phice,  yon 
may  see  that  the  iron  may  relieve  the  ooagh 
even  to  a  greater  extent  than  It  snp^porto 
the  eonfititntion.  Many  cases,  I  mentiom-d 
before,  which  have  been  supposed  iikciy  tu 
end  in  phthisis,  have  given  way  to*th« 
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exhibitimi  of  iron.   If  the  nilpbate  ptufte 

tht  pntirnt  Ton  niKcb,  or  excites  the  ptilse, 
the  carbooalt!  may  be  giveo,  which  is  rather 
the  milder  form  of  the  two.  If  yon  exhibit 
two  or  tfaiee  foiuns  of  the  iron  three  times 
a  day,  yon  will  -^^^v  patients  f^^in  Ktrength 
up  to  a  certain  point,  and  their  cough  will 
dimininh.  Tbe  relief,  it  It  true,  is  only 
teinporary,  ^"t  vou  do  ^ood  for  u  time, 
and  it  is  yuurduty  to  protract  lift*  without 
regarding  whether  it  in  useful  to  the  pa- 
tient or  not  We  are  to  follow  the  inva- 
riable rule  of  snviinf  life  or  protracting  it, 
whenever  it  is  placed  in  our  power  t(»  doso. 

Id  tide  etate  of  things,  though  you  can- 
not use  the  shower-bath,  you  may  do  greet 
^oni\  and  prodncc  great  tfirafort  by  spong- 
ing the  paiuiii  well  with  vinegar  and 
watCT:  you  may  even  ehcck  the  hectic 
sweats,  belter  by  vine^^ar  and  water,  cold  or 
tepid,  than  by  any  other  weans.  W  hen, 
before  the  dlenee  is  formed,  persons  cannot 
bear  tlie  cold  shower.bath,  they  can. bear  it 
tepid  ;  and  when  the  disease  i';  fuliv  fnntTcd, 
a  tepid  bath  is  frequently  Utrue,  though 
paticntB  eoiinot  beer  the  eold  both.  TejSd 
sponging  is  very  tK^ncflcial,  and  it  is  better, 
perhaps,  if  rinc^?ar  be  mixed  with  the 
water  i  at  least,  t>o  it  is  naid.  Many  j)er- 
soxM,  when  they  have  expectorated  pas, 
have,  from  tepid  spongi'it:,  cnntc  to  biar 
cold  sponging,  and  have  found  the  greatest 
relief  ftom  it;  that  !•  to eay,  when  hectic 
heat  is  upon  them,  thqr  find  it  very  com- 
fnriable:  hut,  n««  T  bnve  mentioned  msmv 
times,  the  tedingK  ul  the  |>atient  i^uuld 
always  be  oonaiiltod« 

A  ao  /uiies. — Among  the  meansof  lessening 
irritation,  opium  is  one  of  the  very  best. 
There  are  other  thinf^,  I  need  not  say, 
audi  at  hyoM  vamuR,  conium,  and  extract 
of  lett  '.ICC,  all  ol  wlii(  h  di)  n  CiTtnin  iinrlinTi 
of  good,  and  very  often  they  are  mure  eli- 
gible than  opimn,  beemiia  the  latter  may 
disagree.  I  believe  the  best  preparatkm 
of  opium  !».  mnriatc  of  mor]>bia,  hcrnnw 
its  unplcu::!int  I  d'ccts  are  seldom  more  than 
one— namely,  constipatioii— and  even  that 
i^  fift(  Ti  a  so(k1  thinif  in  jdithisis,  because 
in  phthisis  there  is  generally  a  disposition 
to  relaxation  of  the  bowels.  A  quarter  of 
a  iriain  of  muriate  of  morphia  b  eqoal  to 
n  -rrHiti  f>f  irpium,  and  is  more  certain  in 
!*.<«  Operation  than  anv  other  form  of  that 
drug.   A  sohrtion  of  ft  !■ 

luhalatwnt. — You  may  sometimes  lessen 
tli<' irritution  by  makifig  the  patient  inhale 
vanous  tilings,  by  havinga  vessel  three  jmrts 
filed  with  wannMd,aadme]ihig  a  patient 
inhale  through  it ;  that  is  to  .«-a\ ,  you  must 
have  two  tubes,  so  that  the  air  may  pass 
throngh  the  body  of  the  floid.  The  tube 
whicb  ad  mils  the  air  most  go  to  the  bottom 
ftf  the  liipior,  50  as  tn  cnTn  r^  the  atmosphere 
down,  and  tbe  tube  to  be  inhaled  lh>m 
mm  be  ixcd  abm  the  liquor. 


K¥  AND  PHACITCE  OF  MEDICINE. 

The  agmtewMeh  have  been  tried  chiefly, 
are,  first,  a  very  minute  quantity  nf  ii.dine 
mixed  with  hydhodate  of  potassai  and, 
seoondlj,  chlorine;    I  have  seen  non 

mitigaiion  from  the  chlorine  than  the  iodine, 
but  I  have  never  seen  a  case  cim-fl :  I  have 
used  them  both  perseveringb*  1  never 
saw  a  case  of  phthisis  cured  by  fhnen  mf  ans, 
and  I  do  not  beli''\i'  that  a  ruvc  ever  was 
cured.  I  have  known  a  fcin^le  drop  of 
tincture  of  iodine,  put  Into  a  pint  of  fluid, 
prodnoe  great  irritation;  but  chlorine  is 
bnnie  inf!f!i  lirttfT:  the miti^ntinn  alfortlejl 
hy  it,  however,  ih  but  temporary.  The 
modeof  nsinf  it  is  this:— into  three^ftrardm 
of  a  i>int  of  water  you  may  dro]i  four  or  fire 
minim.s  of  saturated  solution  of  chlorine. 
It  iii  bi.'»t  to  bei^in  with  one  or  two  minims, 
andincrease  the  tjuantity  gndnaily,  an  the 
patient  can  bear  it;  l  it  if  you  :it  lust  ar- 
rive at  a  Quantity  winch  he  eauuot  bear, 
von  most  thai  desist^  and  go  httk  to  what 
he  can  bear. 

Some  have  recommended  tbe  exlialationt 
of  tar,  'i'anncrs,  as  well  as  butchers,  are 
said  to  escape  the  diseaae;  and  I  have  cm. 
ployed  the  liquor  from  tan  pits,  in  which 
there  is  an  infusion  of  oak  bark.  I  hnvc 
made  people  inhale  it,  and  tiome  have 
found  considerable  relief;  others,  however, 
have  found  the  snit  ll  iuiplea*iant  that 
they  could  not  go  on  with  iu  1  have  not 
used  it  long ;  hot  as  to  its  earing  the  die. 
ease,  I  should  imagine  that  is  oat  of  the 
question.  I  believe  tliat  no  means  what- 
ever will  eflect  so  desimble  a  purpose. 

Reumal  of  urgent  $yinptom$. »  Besides 
the  great  indication,  when  ))hthisis  is 
once  established,  to  subdue  intlHinma- 
tion  if  you  can,  whether  it  oieur  in 
the  fwm  of  pleuritis,  or  bronchitis,  or 
peripneumonia;  br'^it^rs  irulirntion, 
on  the  other  hand,  to  supjport  the  strength 
by  noorishing  food  and  tooiee;  bemNi 
subduing  irritation,  which  is  a  third  indi- 

<ntinT!,  bv  Ufircotir*  ;  vou  u  illfhid  if  ufres- 
mry  to  attend  to  anotiier  indication,  the  re- 
movalof  niwent  symptnmsof  varf  one  kind*. 
You  will  continually  find  a  porson 
sw^ting  so  profusely,  that  his  strength 
is  thereby  greatly  diminished,  and  this 
may  often  be  subdued  by  washing  him 
all  over  with  tejud  vineifar  and  water 
. several  times  a  day,  or  by  tlie  exhi- 
bition of  sttlpborle  acid,  and  again,  some, 
times  by  superat^tate  of  Imd.  Yon  will 
have  fnvpjcnflv  aNn  tn  <^nh(b!c  another 
evacuation,  which  is  puiving.  This,  of 
eoofw,  is  to  he  aeeomplwed  chietiy  by 
astringents  and  opium.  Unfortunately, 
the  more  you  subdue  one  crarnation,  the 
more  you  iucrc^uie  the  other:  Irtiqucntly 
when  yon  cheek  the  ewoata,  tbe  ivargia^ 
bcffinics  more  inteTi<;r,  that  it  i";  ^nw 
while  you  are  lessenin^^  tlie  sweating  by 
tepid  id>lution— -vint  gar  and  water,  fur  cx< 
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ample  — to        a«tringentA,  lest  diarrlMM 
a^uld  suddenly  begih.    I)iarrhiTn  is  one 
of  the  most  tiresome  symptoms  in  con- 
•ttupttim,  mud  rery  frequently  astringents 
mmI  opifttet  do  not  succeed,  on  aeeount  of 
th^  iMflammatory  state  of  the  miuons  mem- 
brane,  and  yet  the  patient  is  too  weak  to 
oiMble  yon  to  appl  v  leeches,  and  mSm  so 
much  rilto'^^pthcT  that  it  is  very  painful  to 
Mply  blisters.    In  many  eases,  fonicnta- 
tfoias  or  poultices  of  bran  applied  to  the 
nbdoncn  will  be  as  good  means  as  yon 
can  adopt.    Frequently  thr  largest  clos»»s 
of  opium,  such  as  will  pmduce  great  stupor, 
nad  the  largest  qunntitr  of  wtringents, 
*uch  a-s  almost  overload  {he  stomach,  have 
BO  teudencv  to  cbcrk  the  diarrlura.  For 
a  long  time  tliey  may  succee<l,  but  at  last, 
to  most  ouM,  the  dtarrbn^a  becomes  to 
js^rere  nnd  obstinntt-  that  thp\  \o-c  their 
effect,  it  ia  remarkable  to  sec  what  a  large 
qaantity  of  astringeiits  and  opinm  yon 
VMiy  gire  with  little  or  no  benefit.  How- 
erer,  we  must  da  our  Vst,  and  a«JtrinRents 
and  opium  are  ccrtatuiy  the  best  modes  of 
checking  the  dtarrhoMt.   FreqnentlT  there 
is  uletnition  of  the  intestines,  and  amons: 
tije  astringents  you  find  w!y)hate  of  topi>er 
answer  better  than  any  otlior.    It  has  a 
tndeacY  to  produce  sicfcness,  but  that  may 
be  ^nVxt  ii'd  by  IndnM-vanic  acid.    If  tou 
eithibit  sulphuric  acid,  it  is  generally  ne- 
oenry  to  gnard  it  by  laudannm,  on  ac- 
count  of  its  acrimonious  qualities  when 
girrn  by  itself,  tending  to  increase  the 
affection  of  the  bowels. 

Lmpi'icttl  7 readnmr.  —  Certain  temedies 
hare  been  boasted  of  as  capable  of  curing 
sooaamption,  but  there  is  no  relianoe  to  be 
plaeMi  on  anr  of  flieni.  Yon  are  eonti- 
anally  asked  al)ont  the  propriety  of  Iceland 
moss,  and  things  of  that  df«;cription :  there 
is  no  harm  in  them  ;  on  the  contrary,  they 
•Mgooisoftraatlisy  aM  nntritions  and 
bitter,  and  are  rtry  projirr  things  to  be 
giren,  bat  there  is  no  hope  of  saving  a  pa- 
dsat  hf  thfln.  Yon  will  read  acoonnts  in 
wbl^  It  is  stated  that  a  large  qnantitj  of 
Tin«»ar  has  rnred  the  disea'^e.  Some  per- 
sons give  abffut  seven  ounces  of  vinegar 
Ai  tba  Moma  of  twenty  four  hours,  mixed 
with  ftCTcn  ounces  nf  wotrr,  and  swef^tr-ir  d 
with  two  ounces  of  refined  sugary  but  fair 
Irtnk  lisfv  bscB  nado  with  it  witfaont  sue. 
OMB.  The  haisams  kavo  also  been  recom- 
mwwled,  hut  sometime**  tliev  heat  th"  '*v«: 
tem  exc'tttiiugiy,  anil  increase  the  intiaia- 
■MHory  statau  '  Mjrrrh  has  been  reoom- 
mended  bv  s«trae,  but  T  believe  it  does  no 
more  good  than  any  other  tonic  We  hare 
also  ^  snlphate  of  copper  strongly  re. 
commended  to  us,  and  it  doe$i  alleviate  the 
•vmptnms.  I  hare  seen  it,  I  tlnnk,  when 
guarded  by  opium,  not  only  check  tlic  diar- 
flMBn,  Imt  diminish  the  oopiontnass  of  the 
expectoration:  it  has,  however,  no  specific 


Tirtne.   Some  hare  raeommended  ns  to 

give  a  person  an  ague ;  but  so  nniny  ]»er. 
sons  die  of  ccmsumption  who  have  ague, 
and  consumption  is  so  common  in  aguish 
parts,  that  there  is  no  relianoe  to  lie  placed 
on  this,  and  it  would  be  great  cruelty  to 
give  a  person  another  distressing  dii^tse, 
sadi  as  ^le,  for  the  mere  chance  of  doing 
good  (mcc  in  a  tliousand  cases. 

Little  more  can  he  done  in  this  diflea5ie 
than  to  lessen  inflammation,  support  tlie 
atrengfh,  lessen  irritation,  and  snMoe  nr« 
gent  symptoms;  for,  after  all,  persons  gc 
nerally  die  of  the  complaint.  The  disease 
goes  on  progressively,  and  we  can  lessen 
suffering,  but  that  is  all,  though,  as  I  hare 
said,  no  doubt  the  disease  may  be  pie- 
vented  by  great  care. 

Comparative  Mortality  fiym  PHrtfttsis.— ft  is 
said  by  Dr.  Yountr.  in  his  w(ir\-  on  Con 
sumption,  which  i.s  a  sort  of  liibliofrapha 
Physica— fbr  he  refers  to  every  work  writ- 
ten previously  to  his  own  on  the  snbject, 
—  that  one-fourth  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Europe  die  of  phthisis.  Years  ago  it 
was  eatcnlated  that  a  tbonsaad  persons 
died  «)r  the  compltiint  in  Great  Britain 
every  year;  but,  in  Europe  altogether,  we 
are  told  by  Dr.  Young — and  I  dare  say  we 
may  depend  pretty  much  upon  his  esti- 
mate— thfit  one  fourth  die  of  the  disease. 
The  m(»rtaUty  in  this  countrr  is  greater 
than  in  Paris.  Whereas  one  in  four  die 
of  this  complaint  in  (Jreat  Britain,  one  in 
five  only  die  in  Paris,  and  at  Vienna  only 
one  in  six. 

FJongatun  eftht  Uvula  mhtahen  for  PMkUS», 
— The  S3'mpt«»ms  of  phthisis  )Ta\  e  very  «>f*en 
been  mistaken  for  real  phthisis,  when  they 
arise  merely  from  elongation  of  the  nrnla. 
This  is  a  little  point  worth  knowing. 

When  the  xivula  is  elongated — hang- 
ing Irom  the  pharynx  —  it  sometimes 
pmdnoes  constant  oongh,  and  this  Isadt 

to  a  (M)iis?:\nt  cxperrt^rution  of  mTirus, 
and  in  some  cases  to  emaciation :  it  now 
and  then  happens  that  extreme  emaciation 
has  been  the  consequence  of  an  elongated 
uvula.  PnticfitK,  from  the  constant  eontrh 
aud  expectoration,  have  become  emaciated, 
the  tongue  has  become  wiiite,  flying  pains 
have  takrii  iilnrc  in  thr  dust.  h)ss  of  appe- 
tite has  occurred,  the  pulse  \\m  became 
small  and  unequal,  frequently  a  pain  has 
been  felt  in  tlie  larynx,  constant  etforts  be- 
\ViV^  made  to  cvpel  the  mucu*,  all  of  which 
hits  arisen  Irom  an  elcmjftittd  uvuiu,  aud 
therefore  it  is  right,  whenever  you  are  con- 
sulted by  a  patient  lub(»urinK  under  thsee 
symptoms  to  look  into  the  pharynx. 

TWefment— The  complaint  may  be  reme. 
died  presently  by  slipping  off  the  lower 
half  of  the  uvnia  with  a  pair  of  scissors. 
The  pain  is  hut  momcntar)-;  there  may  be 
a  little  bleeding,  bnt  the  operation  is  per- 
fectly safe.   It  is  very  seldom  that  snch 
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severe  ujTnptoins  will  occnr,  T  imagine,  as 
to  be  mistaken  foi  phthiiu&,  but  sometimes 
sncli  a  circimuitaiwe  has  taken  place.  Very 
often,  howe  ver,  persons  have  a  tiresome 
cough,  which  has  been  niistxiken,  so  that 
blisters  bare  been  applied  to  lliu  chest 
wben  the  symptoms  have  arisen  from  no- 
thing more  thai^  rlrinunition  of  tliis  part. 
In  regard  to  local  applications,  the  best 
are  those  which  unite  astringent  with  sti- 
molatinr  {ffopeities;  bat  in  cases  where 
thrsc  fiul,  the  operation  of  curtailings  the 
uvnl.i  sljouitl  be  liad  recourse  to. 


SOME  ACCOUNT 

OF  TilB 

DISEASES  USUAT  T.Y  TREATED 
IN  UONTSERHAT. 

Bt  Johw  Badhim,  H.D. 
Laidyerihaifsisad. 

Sib, 

Am  h  h  |yrob«U«  that  many  of  your 
readeis  will  not  be  displeased  at  ob- 

tainingf  some  general  idea  of  thr  fH-^eases 
most  apt  to  prevail  in  the  neg^ro  popula- 
tion of  the  West  Indies,  without  putting* 
tfacmMlTOSto  the  trouble  of  consulting' 
those  various  works  on  tropical  diseases 
which  are  so  seldom  inchuled  in  a  course 
of  general  medical  rcadiug  by  British 
pnictitionen,  I  bare  Ycntured  to  throw 
together  a  few  recollections  on  the 
subject.  The  place  in  which  these  ob- 
servation««  wi  re  madi'  is  the  island  of 
Montscrrat.  The  time  during  which 
ther  accumulated  was  about  three  years, 
and  the  practice  of  which  they  are  the 
re"^nlt  rxtnidcd  over  a  nepr^""  poptilation 
of  about  4tKH),  augmented  by  the  medi- 
cal ehargie  of  the  detadiment  hospital  in 
that  island. 

1st,  Fcvcn5.  Of  the«;e,  tnwnrds  tlie 
close  of  the  Year,  a  gi>od  many  nr. 
curred  in  particular  situations,  and 
of  m  malarial  origin.  The  comtnoii 
type  was  tertian,  witJi  occasional  caac* 
of  quart  rut,  and  these  fevers  were  so 
exactly  coatined  to  particular  districts 
that  we  vaed  to  disttniirutsh  tfaem  by 
the  names  of  the  localities  where  they 
prevailed,  as  the  Old  Roul  fever, 
Bransbj's  fever, \e.  It  was  often  diffi- 
cult to  cure  thcni  even  while  they  ob- 
served the  regular  ty]>e,  which  they 
soon  ceased  to  do.  In  some  cases,  in- 
deed, we  were  fortunate  enough  to  cut 
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thnm  short  by  TOBnts,  parttetilnrly  by- 
sulphate  of  zinc.  I  once  bled  in  the 
cold  stage,  hut  from  the  alarming  col- 
lapse ot  strength  in  that  case  I  twwmr 
ventured  to  repeat  it  in  other  cases, 
thouffh  the  patient  fortunately  recover- 
ed. These  fevers  frequently  degene- 
rated into  a  remittent  form,  complicated 
with  various  visceral  affections,  chiefly 
h'  })ritie,  for  as  to  splenic  onet  I  do  DOt 
distjiictly  recollect  any. 

As  to  the  lebit  tractable  cases,  we  gene- 
rally at  last  got  them  out  of  thosiok 
house,  but  they  often  became  caehectic» 
qnitr  incapable  of  active  exertions,  and 
loiterer*  about  the  ^ard,  till  some  visceral 
complication  carried  them  off.  Some- 
times eonvalesoenoe  would  follow  re- 
moral  to  a  mountainous  district,  but  I 
also  recollect  other  insf  nicf*  ]n  winch 
such  removal  was  not  attended  w  itii  re- 
covery of  health.  I  saw  no  Ibm  of  coti- 
tinueu  fever. 

2<1.  Exanthematous  fevers.  As  the 
negroes  arc  vaccinated,  I  may  say  iii^ene- 
rafly,  though  not  universally,  we  had 
BO  sinall'poy.  Measles  oeeur,  but  no 
eases  ever  fidl  under  my  chargie,  nor  am 
I  able  to  s^v  whether  the  diseas*'  occurs 
in  this  warm  climate  in  a  laiti^aled 
form.  Scarlatina  during  one  year  pre- 
vailed extensively,  and  occasionally  with 
great  severity.  The  nc|rro's  skin,  under 
lever  in  p^encrnl,  particniarly  eruptive 
fev^r,  assumes  a  peculiar  leaden  hue. 
The  lips  in  the  hot  stage  are  bright  red ; 
in  the  cold,  jperlectly  colourless.  The 
thro  it  was  often  *  \fensively  ulcer.i(r-d 
witlutut  any  ernption  on  the  skin  at  all: 
this  happened  in  my  own  case :  I  re- 
covered after  losing  a  portion  of  the  soft 
palate.  I  may  here  mention,  that  al- 
thoTfi^-h  thi^  disord»*r  i<;  jfeTternllv  consi- 
dered to  be  one  ot  those  which  abso- 
lutely liberates  the  party  from  a  second 
attack,  I  am  myself  an  exception  to  that 
enrral,  but,  as  I  have  reason  to 
now,  n(tt  infallible  necurity.  I  had 
undergone  thii>  di:>€ii&e  in  its  most  alarm- 
ing fonn,  during  my  childhood,  in  the 
north  of  Italy.  I'hcre  was  nothing 
peculiar  in  our  treatment  of  nheious 
angina:  we  used  the  chloriacj*  and 
muriatic  aoid,  and  myrrh,  See.  Aec.  Ibr 
^fargles,  and  applied  the  nitrate  of  silver 
iTt  vo'ution  to  \]v^  -^loughs,  w  hi(  h  were 
slow  in  separating,  by  a  caineris  hair 
pencil.  Quinine  was  sometimes,  and 
!)eneficially,  had  recourse  to,  even  before 
the  febrile  heat  had  subsided,  for  there 
were  often  cases  in  which  the  pyrekial 
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state  appMTcd  to  be  oompatible  with  ex- 
trorae  cf«bility.  One  very  sererc  case 
•f  c/ysipt;la^  w&a  brought  on  hy  wouud- 
img  tbe  loot  with  iui  aeaek  tMtn;  vio* 
hat  inflammation  extended  up  tbewbok 
extremity ;  it  was  treated  by  incision 
and  tbe  usual  auxiliaries,  but  tbe  brain 
became  early  afiected,  aiid  the  patient 
lUed.  This  WAS  the  second  eaae  I  had 
treated  of  fatal  erysipelas  consequent 
on  a  thorn  puncture.  The  other  took  its 
origin  from  incautiously  gathering  a 
tmrnmon  waom  looe  in  England.  In 
both  cases  effusion  of  serum  into  the 
▼cntricles  was  found  after  death,  and 
the  vessels  of  the  dura  muter  congested. 

dd.  Inflammatory  afieciiou;i.  Aoere- 
tions  of  a  fibrous  stnictnie,  spreading 
oyer  the  conjunctiva  of  the  eye,  and  ori- 
ginatiuj^  at  tlie  caruncula,  but  not 
always  tbe  re^iult  oi  express  coujuncti- 
▼Itis,  were  estceedingly  frequent^  and 
wen  nauallv  removed  by  thekmie  or 
scissors.  \Vhen  the  conjunctiva  was 
merely  affected  with  common  inflamma- 
tion, the  nitrate  of  silver,  of  various  de- 
giMoof  atiength,  was  the  ordinary  and 
cftctnal  rem^y. 

I  saw  no  cases  of  phrenitis  without 
oiiginal  fever,  although  the  heat  of  the 
son  and  habits  of  intoxieation  might 
paihafia  lead  stnmgento  n  different  ex- 
pectation ;  but  many  cases  of  delirium 
tremens  have  fallen  under  my  charge, 
and  some  of  great  severity.  The  result 
of  the  caaea  I  traated  was  generally 
satisfactory :  one  or  two,  however,  died: 
in  one  case,  that  of  a  man  addicted  for 
many  years  to  dram-drinking,  the 
bnm  wan  fimnd  somewhat  aoftened,  and 
n  general  effusiun,  both  external  and 
internal,  was  observed,  and  the  liver  was 
hy  pe rt  roph ied ,  wi th  ramol  1  is.se men t  ol  ih e 
mucous  membrane  throughout  the  ali- 
— taty  canal.  In  cases  of  delirium 
tremens,  opium  and  stimulants,  includ- 
in<f  even  the  concession,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, of  the  very  stimulus  of  alcohol 
which  had  prodttced  the  disease,  (and 
which  eonla  not  be  safely  withdrawn) 
were  the  established  ])ractice.  In  one 
very  memorable  iiistauce  in  the  white 
population^  (it  was  that  of  an  indiridital 
whose  hehits  of  life  had  exposed  him  to 
a  frequent  relapse  into  this  disease)  we 
were  led  to  make  a  trial  of  stryebnine. 
The  remedy  succeeded,  nnd  we  were 
able  to  carry  it  to  the  rery  Inge  dose  of 
one  j^TJiin  twic^-  or  tlir-^  tnnr>  a-day*. 

•  I  li.iv>-  i.o  tx(  L-r.i  uce  of  ktrychnlne  in  para> 
Iftlc  ailKcUoo^  but  Iron  IxUUmad*  of  it  by  Biy 


The  negro  frequently  suffers  by  in- 
flammation of  the  various  parl8  contain- 
ed in  the  thorax.  He  is  subject  to 
pleorisT  and  peripnenmony,  and  he 
Dears  large  bleeding  generallj  ill.  I 
have  found  the  luno^  here,  as  usual, 
congested  and  hcpatizcd,  but  I  have  also 
foondAem  atrophied,  and  shrunk  up, 
I  have  not  met  with  purulent  depoau 
lions  either  in  the  form  of  vomiccc  or 
enipvi  nKi,  thoug^h  I  believe  these  results 
ofleu  take  place.  I  consider  phthisis  to 
be  a  much  leaa  UBeommon  disease  than 
it  vaaallj  supposed  among  the  negro 
population  ;  and  from  what  I  have  seen 
or  can  learii,  its  fatal  result  is  not  re- 
tarded by  difference  of  temperament  or 
climate.  The  consumptive  negro,  like 
the  European,  falls  into  lieetic,  and  dies 
tabid  and  extenuated,  with  blanched  lips, 
after  continued  expeclorutiou  of  mailer 
of  rarious  a])Dearance,  sometimea  pro- 
longed througn  a  very  extended  period, 
sometimes  dtirin:^  a  very  brief  onOi  be- 
fore the  disease  proves  fatalf . 

I  recollect  no  cases  of  laryngitis ;  but 
tbe  parotid  awelling  I  haTe  treated,  and 
have  witnessed,  in  one  or  two  instances, 

r 

fliittaer  In  tbe  Royal  InBraiary  of  OUtgoWp  In 
which  the  moat  cAutloas  anginratatlon  of  thodoso 

wmn  fuonrl  hntardoua,  and  in  one  Instance  pro* 

duci  d  tct  iiiiL  spusms,  I  »<huuld  hcsitutc  about 
using  il  at^am  iti  sacb  a  ditiease  as  delirium  tre- 
mens. 

t  Perhapa  this  note  wi]l  be  of  more  interest  to 
the  proreaalon  than  the  t>-xt  to  which  it  refers.  I 
irill  not  vcntoro  sbiolately  to  consider  mjraelf  as 
a  perwNi  c«i«d  o#  Cfmanapllon  by  a  voyai^  to, 

or  residence  In  the  Weat  Indies;  but  the  foi- 
lowinK  facts  uilt  not  be  read  without  bouie  eo> 
couragcment  to  others. 

I  wiis  sent  prumptlv  fmm  i:hk1  md,  four  years 
ago,  after  n  full  dclibtratioii  oi  rny  case  by  my 
father  and  his  medical  friends,  iu  a  veHsel  about 
to  sail  for  Trinidad,  and  without  any  doubt  as  to 
the  phthisical  character  of  mv  diseat*.  I  was 
already  In  a  atate  of  great  debility,  wHh  a  quick 
puliie,  cough,  and  what  was  considered  to  he  nn* 
equivocally  purulent  expectoration.  I  had  lost 
one  parent  by  |j]ithiHis  ;  nud  Nuh»<f({netiiiy  tu  my 
departure,  another  of  my  family,  \vli.>  m-T-t  re- 
sembled  me  in  external  f«)rm,  and  wlioni  I  left  in 

{ effect  health,  fell  a  victim  to  ihii>  tmnl  malady, 
kad  alM(  when  eight  or  nine  yt  nrs  obi,  had  Ihf 
narrowest  eecap4  nrooi  death  by  pulmonavf 
vomlest  of  coarse  nothlag  can  be  proivd,  bntas 
far  as  a  solitary  instance,  occurring  under  the 
eyes  of  medical  men.  and  In  a  medical  family,, 
niiiy  afford  encouragement  to  others,  it  would 
be  wroi)^;  to  withhold  IIiik  communiciillon.  The 
renidviil  of  my  synaptoms  tooic  place  In  the  pro- 
gress of  tbe  voyage  itself,  having  bej^un  in  the 
warm  latitudes,  it  Is  certain  that  the  m  cicnts 
had  cunfideoce  in  aea  voyages  in  ubtbisis : 
Aifcsfpttu  petltmr  mm  vrdfiler  «e  era  pftpltr 
to nginquUmtem  naviganit,  A  veysge  flrsa  Itaif 
to  Egypt  was  a  much  shorter  wklrtluin  ftMi 
Brituiti  to  the  \\\st  Indies,  and  intpllea  SMMh 
less  conbider:iMe  difference  of  temperattire.  t 
shall  be  very  happy  tu  give  the  fullest  informs, 
tiun  of  my  cast  to  any  person  whose  apprchcit* 

aioDs  for  tkflVMlves  Of  ocbcis  Bisj  aMksit  lata* 
festiof. 
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its  well  known  metastasis  to  the  testes. 
These  lattPT  orGfan»i.  iiiderd,  are  exceed- 
ingiy  liable  in  tliat  climate  to  a  chronic 
fimn  of  enlarrement  familiar  to  evcrj 
practitioner.  Sonietiinc^i  this  enlarppe* 
ment  is  seated  in  the  t  <  llnlar  substance 
only;  at  others  it  aHecus  the  ulxde 
gland.  Such  swellin^i*  sometimes  be- 
come of  an  amazing  nze,  and  are  gene- 
ralhr  without  fiatii :  I  hare  leen  tliem 
as  tarpfe  as  a  cocoa-nut. 

Judg^ing  from  my  own  experience,  I 
ahonld  say  the  mucous  memoFane  of  the 
alimenterj  canal  is  in  the  West  Indies 
niuchoftener  affected  with  inflammation 
than  the  serous membrnnf^s.  Ofacnte  pe- 
ritonitis, 1  never  saw  a  case,  either  con- 
neeted  with  the  puerperal  state  or  other- 
wise ;  nor  have  I  seen  enteritis,  mean- 
ing by  that  trrni  iiitlnTnmution  of  the 
serous  passing  into  tlu  limsoular  coats 
of  the  intestine,  with  various  subse- 
quent degeneimtion  of  tissue.   I  hare 
met  with  cases  of  dysentery,  but  nerer 
saw  re«<oT!  to  jittrihute  that  disease  to 
malaria,  as  in  the  East  Indies,  nor  have 
I  found  it  conununicated  from  one  per- 
son to  another.   The  whole  negro  popa. 
lation  is  very  subject  to  diarrhcea,  and 
this  description  of  bowel  complaint  may 
be  reasonabU'  attributed  to  the  change 
of  diet  which  the  negro  so  ftequentlj 
mideigoes.   At  the  crop  season  the 
sugar-cmic  is  devoured  in  larj^e  quanti- 
ties, whik*  at  otlier  sonsotis  the  ffvnnnon 
food  is  salted  cod  or  herrings,  (tuur  per 
week !)  with  Indian  com  meal,  more  or 
less  liberally  bestowed  according-  to  the 
liberality  of  the  different  e^tntfs,  but 
never  too  abundantly.    It  is  impossible, 
in  fact,  that  any  negro  ean  lire  on  his 
aUowanoes:  he  adds,  therefore,  some- 
thing"  from  his  own  cultivation,  (for 
every  neg-ro  lias  a  small  patch  of  ground) 
as  a  sort  of  subsidy  for  his  meagre  and 
stinted  rations;  he  grows  sweet  pota- 
toes, yams,  and  cassada,  of  tlir  pressed 
pulp  of  which  a  bread-like  oat-cake  is 
made.   The  acid  fruits — tamarind,  for 
matance^ia  not  grateful  to  the  blacks, 
'unless  the  condiment  of  sugar  be  added, 
withnut  which   these  productions,  so 
agreeable  to  the  Kuropean,  are  us<  lrss 
to  him :  fur  the  same  reason,  though  he 
can  get  limes,  be  nerer  drinks  lemonade. 
A  negro  is  permitted  to  consume  as  much 
of  tlif»  (Tudt'  riino,  nnd  dtitik  as  much  of 
its  ^uice  (as  it  tlows  Irum  the  mill  in 
which  it  la  crushed,  into  the  boiling 
house)  as  he  likes.   This  ha|ypjr  period, 
however,  extends  onljr  liom  Jannatj  to 


July.  New  sugar  and  water  is,  whcti 
he  canjret  it,  bis  favourite  bevrrTi'»-»». 

Thcchiidrenare  very  subject  to  woniis. 
In  place  of  supposing,  with  the  Freneb 
pathologists,  that  worms  are  always  the 
result  (if  a  previou*^!v  <li-'>rdcrefi  statf  f>f 
the  niurousmtestinal  membrane,  I  wkhIU 
believe  them  to  produce  that  state,  and 
to  eonstitote  not  only  an  original  and 
independent,  but  a  very  formidable  com- 
plaint, producing  death  sometimes  by 
mere  accumulation.    I    have  opened 
many  children  who  hare  died  of  worms. 
Such  children  have  had  large  tmnid 
bellies  and  atrophied  extremities  :  a  vast 
colony  of  worms  within  has  been  plainly 
nourished  at  the  expense  of  the  cunsti- 
tutiott.  In  oneinstance,  an  ailing  child, 
about  eleven  years  of  age,  died  sud- 
denly,   r  wascall*  '!,  utiaer  the  sudden 
alarm,  and  on  opening  the  body  I  was 
struck  by  the  disgusting"  sight  ef  almost 
the  whole  of  the  small  intestines  occu- 
pied by  Inmbrici  crawling  about  in 
every  rfirection.    It  is  not  to  be  con- 
cluded by  this  statement  that  such  cases 
have  been  neglected,  or  do  not  attract 
suflficient  attention  ;  on  the  contrary,  we 
are  in  the  continual  habit  of  euijdoviug' 
anthelmintic   medicines,  and  usually 
with  the  greatest  success.   An  electuary 
of  oowhagc,  with  molasses,  is  kept 
ready  for  use  on  the  different  estates, 
HTid  f';  t^'-jvf'ii  in  repeated  doses  for  a  «  f^k, 
alter  which  two  or  three  active  purges 
with   castor  oil.     In  more  obstinate 
eases,  the  French  worm  grass,  a  plant  of 
the  island,  is  frequently  administered 
with  stiere<?s.    When  adults  are  tbf  sub- 
jects,  which  is  far  from  uncommon, 
snirit  of  turpentine,  with  castor  oil,  is 
tne  medicine  in  which  we  place  the 
chitT  n  lianee. 

The  cholera  I  have  treated  in  the  We^t 
Indies  is  that  of  Sydenham — merely 
Tomiting  and  purging-  of  bile,  wiu 
occasional  oranips,  and  to  be  treated  by 
opium  and  calomel.  In  speaking  of 
bowel  complaints,  I  may  observe  that 
hernia  is  extremely  common  among  the 
negioes  \  I  hare  in  sereral  cases  found 
it  necessary  to  perform  tlie  operation  for 
its  relief,  thou'^^h  in  most  tlie  taxis  an- 
swers. Rufitures  of  large  extent  i«. 
main  inedncihle,  hnt  the  patient  eom- 
plaina  of  no  inconrenioMse  except  fimn 
Its  iMiwicldy  size. 

Ul  the  colic,  or  dry  belly-ache,  which 
aome  practitioners  continue  to  ascribe  to 
lead,  derived  either  from  the  rum  or  the 
water  drank  (in  the  fomer  atttibnisd  Is 
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the    p^^nrrc  of  the  8])irit  thr«m«^h  the  nienihraiie  of  die  palpebrie.  Oniiinpec- 

wortn  iu  the  tlistiilcry ;  ill  tb«  luUer  to  turn  after  ileullj.  tiie  mucous  membrane 

the  dflteras  or  tanksX  I  ^■^uh  to  «lMerve,  ja  found  aollBnea,  and  w  is  the  muiciiltr 

iWC  I  perfectly  ^grre  with  Dr.  Mus.  -eott  of  the  intestiiial  canal  j^nerallj, 

lpra*-#*,  of  Antinfun,  that  the  dry  hfllv.  and  hoth  quifp  ^vitfinnf  mlntir     N'o  cu- 
•ehe  may  be  athcrwi»e  inctirreo,  and  is  rativc  indication  can  Im-  lollnwr  ]  uule<!sit 
freqixentfj  found  where  no  lead  could  be  placed  utterly  outof  the  ]jiiiieiit's  reach 
Wre  eziKted,  or  its  pre^tence  even  be  to  gratify  this  stranife  propensity,  in  pur- 
flnpected.    On  this  spbjcct  Dr.  Mus-  suit  of  which  children  are  known  tp 
iprav**''^  ]»np*>r  ouj^ht  to      conclusive  to  pick  tl»*'  rr»*vices  of  tlic  floor.    I  knew 
erery  unprejudiced  mind.    J  have  my-  one  ciuid  eHectually  cured  by  being 
•elf  Imowa  the  diteaie  to  omrtil  in  a  confined  in  an  cn)|)ty  hogshead,  barred 
vomtftiiiem  estate  aeveral  miles,  from  with  some  cross  sticlcs  at  the  tup.  The 
the  town,  whore  rir)  mm  could  have  been  denied  ailment  is  often  detected,  I  may 
ptirrha«t^c!,  ajid  there  was  n^ne  on  the  mention,  by  exaniininnf  the  hctv's  mniitfi, 
esMuite  it»elf ;  yet,  in  the  cuiir»e  of  one  where  frequently  small  remains  of  bis 
wrHc,  Pmw  or  five  eases  of  this  diteaae  last  repast  nay  De  seen  on  the  inside  of 
4>    . :  r  1,  of  rsrious  degives  of  lereri^,  the  lipo.   When  confinement  has  been 
wbihr  the  neiochbouring  properties  were  effectnaJly  adniiiilstered,  bitters,  and  pre- 
p^fectlr  exempt.    As  to  tank  water,  parations  of  iron,  are  the  best  remedies, 
fre^  fipringii  of  the  purest  element      I  shall  here  conclude,  for  the  nreseut, 
alwwiml  ererr  where  in  this  loreiy  oo-  with  a  word  or  two  on  ulcers ;  tbeir  fre- 
lony  (which  mii^^ht  be  eonsidered  as  the  quency  among  the  negroes  is  known  to 
Montpellier  of  the  Wi  st   Indies.)     I  every  nod  v.    Sonu  tiiiirs  half  the  sick  of 
hi^ve  tJierefore  attributed  such  caKes  of  an  estate  are  laid  up  with  tlie^^e  tnndde- 
dnr  belly-ache  rather  to  tlie  chills  to  some  affections.    I  may  suy  they  ij.ae 
wnieh  twe  negro  is  ao  oAen  exi>osed,  by  all  a  constitutional  origin,  and  that  local 
the  night  dews  precipitated  on  a  hodjr  iqiplications,  unless  as  protections,  are 
perliapa  heated  by  previous  lahntir,  or  useless;  excc]>tin«j,  ])erh:ip?J,  a  lotion  of 
voluntary  exercise — sneh  as  attendance  tlie  oxymuriatf  ot"  mercury,  or  liie  occa- 
t»u  a  wake  (a  festive  funeral),  or  the  sioual  use  of  the  chlorides  in  solution, 
aerrj  Bangee  dance.    I  found  the  Negro  ulcers  may  he  divided  into  two 
warm  bath  always  useful.    We  gene-  classes,  as  far  as  difference  of  cure  may 
rally  cured  our  patients  by  the  eniton  prove  a  difTerence  of  eh  tr.u  fcr  St.nic 
oil,  taken  every  four  hoursi  iu  two-minim  yield  rapidly  to  calomel  and  opium,  to- 
doses^with  six  grains  of  the  extr.  by  us-  gether  with  a  suitable  change  of  diet 
cyaun.    When  onee  the  bowels  were  (from  salt  to  fresh  meat  and  vegetables) ; 
mAj  opened,  the  disease  forthwith  wliile  others,  iu  addition  (o  a  better  dic- 
e**a.^e<!.    Bleedin*^'"  and  mercury,  xvbieh  tetic,  absolutely  demand  the  employ- 
cotts-titute  the  more  usual  treatment,  we  ment  of  wine  and  quinine,  and  these, 
only  occasionally  adopted.  too,  very  liberally  given.  Mercurials  in 
The  la:>it  of  the  alMiominal  complaints  this  latter,  or  irritable  ulcer,  are  quite 
which  I  shall  mention  (although  it  may  injurious  ;  whereas,  in  the  former,  I  nave 
be  rather  termed  a  gastric  on»  ),  is  the  seen  the  son  s  rajiidly  heal  as  soon  as 
well-known  propensity  to  dirt-eating^  the  constitution  comes  under  the  influ- 
which,  though  conntantly  denied  by  the  ence  of  the  remedy,  and  this,  too,  in  ulce- 
patient  himself,  is  a  welUknown  fact,  rations  of  a  most  extensive  nature.  It 
The  indulgence  of  this  propensity  pro-  is  wonderful  what  tlie  mere  change  of 
dnee«»  «  much  more  marked  appearance  diet,  in  the  negro,  will  pnuhiee  in  va- 
in the  countenance  than  worms ;  there  rious  diseases  to  w  hich  be  is  subject,^ 
is  a  move  hagirard  and  pinched  look  of  when  aided  by  wine  and  hark.  Tfaere" 
(he  ftatmvs.    Cases  of  dirt  eating  afe  is  an  ulcer  which  the  cunning  negro 
however  attended,  like  worni^,  ^  ith  tu-  poduees  sometimes,  in  order  to  avoid 
mid  hflltr^  nufl  atrophied  extrnnities.  labour;  it  is  accomplished  by  placing 
The  thorax  also  has  a  peculiar  lean  ap-  a  small  copper  coin,  called  a  ao^,  on 
pesrsRiee,  as  if  the  ribs  were  only  oo-  the  part  they  wish  to  aflect,  and  tying  a 
eered  \vith  the  common  integutnents.  tight  bandage  over  it.   In  this  manner 
I  sboidil  also  say,  that  few  eases  of  dirt  an  ulcer  is  s<»on  proriir'Ml 
eating  continue  long  without  serous  in-       In  a  future  communication  I  shall 
filtration  into  the  lower  extremities,  or,  mention  what  I  have  seen  of  diseases 
which  IB  veiy  eontraoB»  into  the  cellufaur  void  of  fever,  spasms,  and  convuladomr, 
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and  recount,  jKrhapsi,  a  few  singular 
cases  In  black  midwUenr,  not  foisting 
a  remarkable  one  in  wnich  the  pains  of 

parturition  wt  r**  suspended  hy  tln^  pa- 
tient's apprehension  ol'Oheah,  or  wUch- 
cral't,  and  rei»lored  by  appearing  to  enter 
into  tfae  ddnaion,  and  bitting  upon  a  de- 
vice to  put  an  end  to  it. 

Workaoj..  Nott«.  April  27,  \8SX 

ON  THB  PATHOLOGY 
Ar 

DISLOCATION  or  thb  SHOULDER 
JOINT*. 

Bt  Philip  Ckamptom,  M.D.  F.R.S. 
SoivwHi-Geiiend  to  the  Forcw  in  Ireland,  4w. 

Tiis  ireatmetU  of  dislocation  of  the 
ahouhU-r  joint  has  in  all  times  cng-a^ed 
nmrli  f»f  the  attention  of  practical  sur- 
ge* >iis.  The  pathology  of  the  afiectiun, 
Guwever  (ou,  whicb  alone  a  rational 
node  of  treatment  can  be  lbunde<i),  has 
been  hut  sparins:;!y  inn-trntr  I.  Tn  the 
jenr  \H\(\^  we  find  tli  it  ev  client  and 
experienced  surgeon,  Mr.  1  ley, of  Leeds, 
lamenting  that  **  Uie  opjK>rtanities  of 
dissecting  tbe  shoulder  joint  in  a  state 
of  dishvcritifni  are  so  rare,  that  we  still 
remain  ijpiorant  ol'  the  precise  nature  of 
the  injury  done  to  the  several  parts  con- 
eeroea  in  ordinarr  ctsea.**  In  fiict,  at 
the  period  when  'Mr.  Hey  wrote  his 
Oh^en  alion**  Surgerv,  there  wa«,  I 
believe,  hut  one  case  on  record  in  which 
the  actual  state  of  the  joiuts  in  a  recent 
dislocation  of  the  shoulder  joint  was  de- 
scribed and  delineated  ;  and  even  this 
ci\^p  is  deprivr  fl  of  imi<  h  of  its  vnhie, 
from  the  contused  luanner  in  which  it 
is  described,  and  from  the  ver^  tmper« 
feet  plate  with  which  the  dcacnption  ia 
areonipaiiled ;  tk  ither  was  the  case, 
strictly  speakiii«r,  a  recent  one,  as  eif'-h- 
tfcu  Jays  had  elajksed  bctwieu  the  re- 
ception of  the  injury,  and  the  examina- 
tion of  the  jtiint  after  death ;  and  during 
tfris  |M  ri<)d  the  j)arlsseeni  to  havf  uieler- 
^(»nc  cons;j!er;tI>le  chan;»"«  s,  hoiii  in  liieir 
Structure  and  mutual  rehitious.  The 
celebrated  mono^franh  of  Professor 
Bonn,  contains,  1  fiiioalill  suiiposc,  all 
the  inf«tnnati«»n  re«»pertiTi'j  thr-  j»atho- 
ul  dLslocalioa  ol  the  shtiulder  u  hieh 
could  be  brought  together  up  tn  the 
jear  1782.  Uc  gives  the  anatomy  of 
several  cas*"?  of  unreduced  dislocation  of 
tlie  humerus,  but  the  ni'i*<f  nwnt  {•*  «»f 
tv%u  years'  standing;  these  cases,  ihere- 
fvte,  leave  the  ijnestion  as  to  the  **  pre. 


c\»c  state  of  the  parti  m  reeet^  dialoca- 
tion,"  and  the  obstacles  which  are  op- 
posed to  reduction,  untouched.  Sucb,  I 
oelieve,  was  the  imperfect  !»tate  of  our 
kuowl^ge  on  this  subject,  wheu  8ir 
Aatlej  Cooper,  whoae  talents  and  iadna- 
trv,  aided  by  a  vast  experience,  hare 
illustrated  so  many  important  jxunts  of 
pathological,  as  well  as  practical  sur- 
gery, publi&iied  his  account  of  the  din- 
aeetion  of  two  cases  of  recent  didoeatiim 
of  the  humerus^  To  casea  so  univer- 
salis known,  it  cannot  Iw  neees<iarT  to 
alluile  more  particularly  than  tu  state, 
that  both  were  instances  of  dislocation 
downwards,  or  into  the  axilla,*'— that, 
in  the  first  case,  *'  the  capsular  Hi^ament 
was  tf»m  <in  tlie  whole  lentjih  (tCtlje  in- 
ner side  of  the  glenoid  cavity,  which 
(rent)  would  hare  admitted  or  a  mnA 
Iati:  I  I  'ly  than  the  head  of  the  oa  hn> 
meri  through  the  oj>eiiinjr.  The  teudoii 
of  the  subscapularis  muscle  was  alsoev-- 
teiisirelv  torn,"  but  the  tubercle  oii 
which  the  supra  and  infra  spinatus*  and 
the  teres  muior  mu^<  les  are  inserted, 
was  not  (as  in  ^fr.  I  !iompson*<  r  »-e) 
torn  oil".  In  tlie  ^iecnnd  ea*ie.  in  wijieh 
dislocation  had  exislt^d  (unreduced)  for 
five  weeks,  the  capsular  ligament  had 
given  way  in  the  axilla  l^stweeu  the 
teres  minor  aufl  sul>>e;ijinl.irj<<  nnisrli  < : 
the  tendon  oi  the  subscapularis  vva«i 
torn,  though,  at  its  insertion,  all  the  ar- 
ticulsr  muscles,  but  particularly  tlse 
supra-spinatii<«,  had  been  more  or  less 
lacerated,  as  it  vvm»i].1  <t'em,  111  tht*  at- 
tempts which  baii  Keen  made  at  reduc- 
tion.  Sir  A.  Cof»|>er  found  that  the 
resistance  to  reduction  (even  after  death) 
was  such  as  he  could  not  by  hiiusclf 
overroTue  ;  f»e  (livi(!»  d  one  luiis^lr  nft^r 
another,  catling'  through  the  conicti 
braeiuaUs,  terefi,  majco'  and  minor  snpnu 
spinatu<^  nuisclcs,  hut  still  the  oppositi<m 
to  lii^  I  ff  jrls  remained;  he  next  di%  d 
the  deltoid  muscle,  and  found  that  the 
supni>sptnatus  muscle  was  his  great  op. 
poiieut,  mmtii  ke  drtm  tk»  arm  4irrcHf 
upwanis,  when  tbe  he.id  of  the  bone 
glided  infft  the  »rlrnoid  cavitv.*'  T.» 
these  interesting  cases,  illustratiiii^ 
they  do  fto  many  Important  p<iints  euu- 
nected  with  the  management  ofdisloen* 
tion  of  the  humerus  downward,  or  into 
the  a\iHn,  I  am  happv  tn  ha\e  it  in  mv 
uo\%er  to  add  two  additiuuui  ones  vihic^ 
nave  fallen  under  my  own  ubaen  atioii ; 
one  of  a  recent  dislocation  downwards, 
ami  one  nf  a  recent  dislocation  forwmrd« 
untlcr  the  pectoral  mu*^:le,  on  the 
nal  side  of  the  c<»rdcoid  pnHcs*. 
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Vask  l.'-'Aiuttomy  of  a  recent  Ditlocor  cleared,  was  seen  lodged  uii  the  inferior 

Hon  downwards,  «£; Af  «»P"1»»  ^  wfhar  on  its 

neek.^  The  head  of  the  bone,  in  escapiii|p 

In  the  year  1808,  a  labouriniif  man  from  ita  socket,  had  pushed  the  tores  mi - 

w&oi  brought  into  the  Count/  of  Dublin  nor  downwards,  and  burst  through  the 

lufiruiary  in  a  dying  state.   The  per-  lower  part  of  the  subscapularis  muscle, 

mtm  wlMcanied  him  stated  that  be  liad  some  of  the  fibres  of  which  dosely  eni- 

hetm  engaged  in  digging  under  the  braced  the  neck  of  the  bone,  while  the 

fonrnlatioii  of  a  house  that  had  been  bulk  of  the  muscle  was  pushed  upwards, 

hurned,  that  a  part  of  a  partition  wall  and  detached  i'rom  the  inner  surface  of 

IcU  vpoo  htm.  Mid  tbift  tkcj  had  fimad  the  aeapula.   The  neck  of  the  humerus, 

him  with  fait  hend  buried  naoer  thn  nh-  therefore,  was  in  some  degree  embraced 

iMfth.    The  man  did  not  survive  more  by  the  divided  fil)res  of  the  subscapularis 

thsui  a  couple  of  hours.    On  examininjf  muscle,  while  a  portion  of  its  head  rested 

the  body  eighteen  hours  ai'ter  death,  it  on  the  neck  and  part  of  the  venter  of  the 

was  observed  that,  in  addition  to  the  in-  scapula,  without  the  tnter?ention  of  any 

jury  of  the  head,  which  had  proved  fa-  muscular  snbstance.   The  short  head  of 

tal,  the  ri»rht  humerus  was  dislocated  the  biceps,  and  the  coraco  brachialis, 

into  the  axilla.    To  this  ])nrt  I  <lireeted  were  forced  to  describe   a  enrve  out- 

tbe  whole  of        alteutiou,  assisted  by  wards  over  the  neck  of  the  humerus  on 

mj  lamented  friend  and  colleague  the  the  sternal  side,  while  the  lonu-  head  of 

Inte  Mr.  Dease ;  and  in  the  presence  of  the  triceps  crassed  the  neck  of  the  bone 

some  of  the  other  snrjjpoiis  of  the  hospi-  oMiqnely  on  the  dorsal  side  ;  this  stran- 

lal,  I  made  a  caref  ul  dissection  of  the  ffulation  of  llie  head  of  the  hoii",  hy  tlie 

joint  previously  to  reducing  the  disluca-  ^unouudiug  muscles,  was  luudc  most 

tioo,  and  was  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  a  apparent  when  extension  was  applied  to 


drawing  of  the  pans,  executed  on  the  ue  fiire-arm.  The  biceps  and  triceps 
spot,  by  a  distin^-uished  artist.  On  re-  seemed  then  to  close  hrliind  the  head 
viiig  the  integuments  of  the  axilla,    of  ilje  hone,  and  interpose  thcniseh  rs 


the  cellular  membrane,  which  was  ex-  between  it  and  the  glenoid  cav  ity.  The 

tHMircly  ecchymosed,  formed  a  Idnd  of  tendon  of  the  long  head  of  the'  biceps 

ca|i|.  closely  embracing  the  head  of  the  remained  in  its  groove,  but  the  sheath 

«a  hnmen,  which,  when  the  axilla  was  in  which  it  runs  was  partially  ripped  up. 

Fio.  1. 
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The  capsular  lig^amt'ut  was  complctelj^ 
torn  from  tbe  low«r  part  of  tlie  neck  of 

the  humerus  to  the  extent  of  more  thaa 
half  its  circumference,  the  torn  ''i]<rc  np- 

}»earing  like  a  crest  over  the  head  of  the 
»onc.  The  great  nerves  and  blood- 
vessels of  tbe  arm  were  forced  to  describe 
a  curve  backwards,  hv  the  pressure  of 
tlic  head  of  the  bone  which  was  in  con- 
tact with  them.  But  the  g^at^t  iu- 
jurv  bad  been  snstained  by  tbe  "  cr*t- 
cnlar  musclet."  as  thev  have  been  call- 
ed,  which  lie  on  the  back  of  the  scapula. 
The  tendons  of  thr-  «iipra  ^pinatn*i,  the 
infra-spinatus,  and  the  teres  minor,  were 
eompletely  torn  off  from  the  bamenis^ 
canymtf  with  th«n,  bow cvi  r,  a  scale  of 
hone,  A\hi(  li  w  as  as(  (  rhiim'tl  tn  be  the 
siirfart-  ai'  the  greater  tubcrclc  iulo  which 
thc\'  were  inserted. 

In'  order  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  tbe 
obstacle  s  w  liich  oppose  tbe  reduction  of 
the  dislof  itr  (I  Iiinricru*;,  the  scapula  was 
fix*  (I,  nnd  the  ami  beiiii(  rai^^ed  to 
ncarij  a  right  ansrle  with  the  bodj^-,  ex- 
tension was  slowly  applied  to  tbe  arm 
by  pullingf  at  the  wrist.  It  then  ap- 
I" •  ired,  lliat  si)  lonrj-  as  tlio  liaiid  w  as  held 
supine^  thr  head  of  th<'  Immic  remained 
immuveable,  the  chief  resistance  appear- 
ing^ to  be  caused  by  the  closinpr  ot  the 
biceps  and  triccjis  behind  the  head  of 
the  bone.  Tli*^  tjimscIc^  om  (]?<•  haek  of 
the  scapnln  Itcnii^  dctaehcd  from  the 
j^reater  tubercle  cuuld  of  course  afford 
no  resistance,  but  on  turning  tbe  hand 
into  the  prone  position ,  ana  jjfivinff  a 
motion  oi  rotaiioTi  Inwards  to  the  whole 
limb,  the  exicusiun  bein^'  still  main- 
tained, the  head  of  tlic  bone  g'lided 
easily  into  its  socket. 

The  appearances  observed  in  this  case 
arc  nean\  identical  with  those  vi)iirli 
arc  described  by  Mr.  Heury  ThompsiMi, 
in  die  Medical  Observations  and  In- 
(luiries,  w  bile  they  differ  materially  from 
those  which  were  found  by  Sir  Astley 
Cooprr,  estahlisbinjSf  an  important  fu  t, 
which  imiced  might  have  been  interred 
that  in  apparently  similar  dis- 
locations of  tbe  humerus,  there  may  be 
very  different  kinds  as  well  as  drgrreK 
of  lesion,  and  cousequenlly  \vr\  dif- 
lereiit  causes  of  resistance  to  reduction. 
In  Mr.  Thompson's  case,  as  in  mine, 
the  bead  of  the  bone  was  found  lo<l^ed 
on  the  inside  of  the  neck  of  the  scapula, 
between  the  siihscaj)iilaris  aTid  teres 
iuaj(>r  muscles,"  but  tlurin^  the  eighteen 
days  which  bad  elapsed  since  the  injury 
had  been  receiTed,  ue  ocliitlar  substance 


of  the  axilla  had  formed  a  kind  of  can(> 
sular  lig'ament,  "  which  embraced  toe 

head  of  the  bone,  and  contained  a  small 
quantity  of  mucus  resemblint^  syTv>v?a." 

In  Mr.Tbompstm's  case  "  the  eaj)sular 
liurameiit  was  completely  torn  from  the 
wTioh'  circumference  of  the  humerus;*' 
in  mine  it  was  detached  to  the  extent  of 
more  than  half  the  eirciimf»'rpnr»*.  In 
botb  cases  "  the  attachments  ol  tbe  ten- 
dons of  the  supra  and  infra  »piaatus 
muscles  were  torn  off,  with  the  pan  of 
the  bone  they  were  inserted  into. 

In  both  ea^es  "  some  fibres  of  tho 
subscapuiaris  muM.de  embraced  ihc  neck 
of  the  Done.*' 

In  Sir  Astlt  y  Cooncr's  cases,  <m  the 
contrarv',  althon"h  th«-  tendon  of  the 
fidvcTpuhnis  was  torn  throug^h,  the  stj- 
pra  and  infra  spinatus  muscle  retained 
the  connexion  widi  tbe  greater  tubercle ; 
and  until  this  muscle  was  relaxed,  by 
raiNin^'  (he  arm,  tlic  buTTienT<!  ronid  !iot 
be  reduced  bv  any  effcHts  which  he  (.Sir 
Astley)  could  make," 

The  following^  is  an  instance  of  pri- 
niarv  dislocation  ionrards,  in  which  the 
lieatl  of  (hr  hotie  is  thrown  at  onre  ifi 
the  neck  »>f  the  scapula,  without  pre- 
viously passing  into  the  axilla.  I  be- 
lieve there  is  no  dissection  on  record  tit 
a  recent  dislocation  of  this  kind ;  then? 
is,  hout  v.'f,  a  spe»  ioM-n  tif  one  wlilch 
had  been  lung  dislucatcd,in  the  museum 
of  St.  Thomas's  Hospital. 

CabeII.-— A  nafomff  of  tt  recent  Ditlih- 

(•(ifion  Juried /'lis. 

James  Wilson,  aged  about  3U,  icll 
into  a  lime-kiln  in  the  immediate  nei^h- 
boufhood  of  tbe  County  of  DubUii  In. 
firniarv,  while  the  lime  was  still  burn- 
ing'. He  was  drawn  up  by  roiies ;  but 
just  as  he  reached  the  top  of  the  shaft, 
the  rope  broke,  and  he  again  Mi  to  the 
bottom,  a  distance  of  about  fifteen  feet, 
on  (he  ignited  stones.  As  soon  as  be 
w  as  extricated  from  tliis  dreadful  situa- 
tion, he  was  carried  to  the  Meath  lios> 
pital,  when  he  received  fitim  Mr.  M'Na- 
mara,  who  happened  to  h<-  on  the  spot, 
every  relief  ot  which  his  inix  rablc  situ- 
atiojt  was  snscciiti!)Ic.  It  appeared,  on 
examination,  that  in  addition  to  seve- 
ral extensive  bums  and  lacerations, 
there  was  a  dislocation  of  the  humenis, 
under  the  pectoral  muscle. 

Mr.  M'Namara  (without  assistance) 
reduced  the  bone  by  merely  drawing 
the  arm^  gently  forwards  and  down- 
wards with  one  hand,  while  he  pushed 
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til'  licad  oftli*'  linno  towards  the  glenoid 
cavil V  with  the  other.  The  poor  man 
died  in  the  course  of  the  day,  from  tlie 
coigoint  eflects  of  the  bum  and  the  falL 
Eij^hlecn  b(>ur>  after  death  the  shoulder 
joint  was  dissected  by  Mr.  M'Xamara, 
from  uhoin  I  take  the  descriptinn  of 
the  appearances,  with  the  advantage  of 
liavfttg'  the  pre])aratioii  before  me  while 

The  dislocation  was  unattended  with 


cirs  were  on  the  stretch,  but  had  suffeicd 
no  injury.  The  cellulnr  ^iilstance  co- 
vering Iheir  tendons  v\  deeply  ecchy- 
moseq,  so  as  to  mark  their  course  most 
distinctly.  Oa  replacing^  the  bead  of 
the  bone,  the  opening-  In  the  cajrsiilar 
lig-ament,  thronjrh  which  it  had  .>s(  aped 
from  its  socket,  could  be  distinctly  seen. 


thf  rupture  of  any  muscle,  or  the  scpa- 
miiou  of  any  tendon  from  its  insertion 
into  the  bone.  By  a  si  it;  lit  rffort  the 
dislocation  was  reprodiu cd,  and  the  pee- 
fortl  muscles  bcin*f  reioovcd,  the  p.j- 
lij!,ijid  head  of  the  bone  was  now  seen 
Jodg-ed  on  the  eervix  of  the  scapula,  at 
the  root  of  the  coracoid  process,  but  ex- 
tetidin)^  nearly  as  far  as  the  iiotch  in 
ibf  superior  cnsta :  it  hatl  pa>sc'd  out 
Uurough  A  rent  in  the  capsular  lijfauient, 
•ver  tte  up||>er  edge  of  the  tendon  of  the 
mbeeapnlans,  detaching  this  muscle 
from  its  conncKion  (which  at  this  point 
i?  >nit  slii,^ht)  with  the  inner  face  of  the 
scapula,  and  pushing  its  fibres  down- 
waidSfSO  that  they  formed  a  curve  which 
partly  embraced  the  neck  of  tlie  hume- 
The  supra  andiuira  spinaius  mus- 

Fto. 


It  was  formed  hr  a  separation  of  the  li- 

paraent  from  the  interior  side  <rf  the 
brim  of  the  glenoid  cavity  from  top  to 
bottom;  it  was  bounded  af  tli*'  tny  ],y 
the  tendon  of  the  supra  spnialus,  and  at 
the  bottom  by  the  inferior  edge  of  the 
tendon  of  the  subscapularis.  The  reut 
was  eontiiiuf'd  as  far  as  the  root  of  the 
lesser  tubercle  of  the  os  humeri,  and 
was  of  suflficient  extent,  but  no  wore,  to 
pennit  the  head  of  the  bone  to  pass 
easily  throu;,'-h  it ;  tlie  inferior  part  of 
the  capsiilnr  li^ramcnt,  however  (Uie  part 
corresponding  with  the  ajdlla),  was 
perfect 

The  great  bloiM]-\  csst  Is  and  nerves  lay 
to  the  sternal  side  of  the  head  of  the 
humerus,  and  were  forced  a  little  ont  of 
their  course.  The  axis  of  the  head  of 
the  bone,  in  its  dislocated  position,  w  as 
scarcely  m  ijuarter  of  an  inch  higher 
than  the  axis  of  the  glenoid  cavity. 


lug  the 
lirietl 


1  shall  now,  with  a  view  of  eoiuiect- 
Lhe  paUioIogy  with  the  practice, 
y  advert  to  tiie  practical  inferences 
wliit  ii  may  l>e  drawn  from  the  facts 
nhu  }i  !!i<-  inatomy  discloses. 

Ihoatr  lulerences,  it  will  at  onec  be 
aetu,  are,  with  one  or  two  important 
UEceptions,  in  accordance  with  the  prac 
ticc  of  the  most  experienced  surgeons, 
ancient  as  well  as  mod*  ni  r  fln  v  Iiave, 
therefore,  but  slight  pretensions  to  ori- 
pnality,  but  they  are  not,  perhaps,  on 
that  account  the  less  worthy  of  atten- 
tion.  it  is  always  of  great  miportaucc 


to  he  able  to  add  the  sam  lion  of  reason 
to  tlie  conclusions  of  experience ;  with- 
out this  sanction,  the  best  mles  of  prac- 
tice are  liable  to  a  misapplication,  which 
may  put  them  on  a  par  with  the  worst ; 
besides,  rules  of  pactice  which  rest 
merely  on  what  is  called  expertenee,  can 
have  but  slight  claims  to  our  confidence, 
when  we  remember  that  the  crperience 
of  ntu-  age,  or  of  one  coinitry,  is  usually 
found  in  opposiliuu  to  tltat  of  another. 

I.  It  would  appear  that  the  reaistanoe 
to  the  reliction  of  a  recently  dislocated 
shoulder  proceeds  altogether  £mm  the 
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spasmfxlic  roiitrnrtion  of  tlje  irritated 
muscles  about  the  joint,  and  not  from 
the  neck  of  tJic  boue  being  ti^iitly 
embraced  by  tbe  niptm^d  eapsular  liga- 
ment.** The  latter  opinion,  though 
supported  by  some  of  the  liii::!ie*it  au- 
tbonti<  s  in  mirtfcri',  cannot  be  main- 
tained ag^ainst  the  evidence  of  patho- 
logy ;  the  painful  and  dangeroas  prac- 
tice of  violently  twlstinj*-  the  joint,  *•  in 
oriler  to  riilnr^-f"  tlie  rent  in  the  capsular 
li'll-anient,"  shuukl  therefore  he  aban- 
doned. If  muscular  contraction  be  the 
only,  or  at  least  Uic  chief  obstacle  to  be 
OTcrcome,  it  would  follow,  tbat,  previ- 
ously  to  applyit»<r  f'xtcnsion,  we  snould 
have  recourse  to  such  means  as  have  a 
tendency  to  diminish  the  tone  of  the 
muscular  system  g-enerally,  and  to  ex- 
haust the  irritability  or  power  of  con- 
trac  tion  in  the  muscles  of  the  affected 
limb  in  particular.  To  effect  the  first 
object,  we  may  employ  general  bleed- 
Ing,  the  warm-hath,  and  nauseating 
doses  (jf  tartarized  antimony ;  and  for 
the  second,  nothiuff  is  so  efreotnal  as 

fcntle,  but  long-continued  e\tcusi(m. 
tot  there  is  a  pmpcrty  eonnected  with 
muscular  power,  of  which  we  may 
of\en  avail  ourselves  with  jv-rcat  advan- 
tage, even  previously  tohavinsf  recourse 
to  meauM  which  are  calculated  to  act 
direetfy  in  diminishing  die  force  of  mus- 
cular ctmtraction.  It  has  been  justly 
obscr^'ed  bv  .Tnlm  Hunter,  that  "mus- 
cles may  be  taktn  by  surjirise,"  and 
their  force  in  this  way  eluded,  rather 
than  oTcrconie;  he  asserts,  that  before 
a  untscle  can  put  forth  its  Aill  force,  it 
must  be  in  a  state  of  |)reparation  for  ac- 
tion, and  this  .state  ol  preparation  mu.st 
be  produced  cither  by  the  stimulus  of 
the  will,  conveyed  to  the  muscle  along 
the  nen  rs,  or  by  a  mechanical  or  che- 
mical stimulus  acting  directly  on  the 
muscle  itself.  He  accounted  in  this 
way  for  the  great  resistance  w  hich  a 
joint  opposes  to  an  external  force  tend, 
ing  to  produce  dislocation,  when  it  is 
prrpnrrri  to  meet  it,  as  cf>nij)ar<'d  tf»  that 
\vhieh  it  opposes  to  a  force  which  takes 
it  itm»9re9,  A  man,  for  example,  may 
leap  from  a  height  of  twenty  or  tliirty 
feet,  and  land  on  the  bard  ground,  u  ith- 
out  proilucinpr  dislocation  of  the  ankle; 
yet  ne  may  suffer  this  it^ury  hy  merely 
slipping  unexpectedly  from  a  height  of 
one  foot,  as  when  (miscalculating  the 
number  of  steps  in  n  fli^-bf  nf  stairs)  he 
steps  doirn  ouc  more  than  he  reckoned 


on.  This  law  of  nni«;rn1ar  action  is 
now  universally  ackuowledg-cd,  and 
mav'  he  applied  witli  advantage  iu  the 

redaction  or  dislocatbns. 

If  before  assistants  are  called  in,  or 
any  apparatus  is  applied,  the  surgeon 
(while  he  appears  to  be  occupied 
merely  in  ascertaininff  the  nature  of  the 
injury)  applies  a  genUe  extension  at  the 
wrist,  and,  slowly  raising  the  arm  to 
nearly  a  horizontal  positnni,  suddenly 
ptills  it  upwards  and  a  little  forwards— 
that  is,  towards  the  patient's  face— 
while,  at  the  same  time,  he  suddenly 
pushes  the  trunk  backwards  by  press- 
ing, with  the  left  hand,  below  the  ax- 
illa, he  will,  iu  a  great  number  of  re- 
cent cases,  succeed  by  this  simple  pro- 
cess in  reducing  the*  dislocation.  His 
success,  however,  will  in  a  great  mea- 
sure depend  on  the  unexpectednefn  of 
the  attempt ;  he  should  thcrclorc  endea-' 
vour  to  divert  the  patients  attenttom 
from  his  proceedings;  and  I  know  of 
no  means  so  cffecturil  for  this  pur- 
pose as  inducing  bim  to  describe 
circumstantially  every  tlnug  connect- 
ed with  the  occurrence  of  the  ■€« 
cident.  This  is  a  theme  on  whidb  all  pa* 
tients,  who  nre  at  all  able  to  express 
themselves,  are  sure  to  expatiate  vnth 
tlie  greatest  satisfaction,  and  once  en- 
gaged on  so  engrossing  m  topic,  it  will 
require  but  a  small  degree  of  uct  on  the 
part  of  the  surefcnn  to  seize  the  favour- 
able ufniiient  when  he  can  apply  his 
force  Willi  tiie  greatest  advantage. 

II.  It  would  seem  that  in  Imxtawtk 
into  th$  MrtV/a,  muscular  contraction 
operates  in  opposin*^  reduction  by  press- 
ing- tlie  bead  of  the  humerus  (particu- 
larly that  part  of  it  in  which  there  is  a 
fossa  s^arating  the  proper  articular 
surface  from  the  greater  tubercle)  against 
the  inferior  part  of  brim  ttf  the  irle- 
iioid  cavity  ;  and  it  vvouhi  aj>pear,  from  a 
case  described  by  Sir  Astley  Cooper, 
that  the  muscle  wliich  is  chie'fly,  if  not 
exclusively,  concerned  in  causini;  this 
pressure  i«5  the  supra -sjtinatus :  the  ob- 
vious practical  inference  is  to  rehix  xhxs 
muscle,  as  well  as  tlie  deltoid,  by  rais- 
ing tlie  ann  to  nearly  aright  an*rle  with 
the  body,  previously  to  applying  any 
extending  force,  and  above  all  tilings, 
not  to  use  any  force  in  Dressing  the  bead 

the  bone  tipmtkrdt^  for  so  long  as  it 
lies  on  the  cervix  of  the  scapiua,  the 
pressure  upwards  only  trnrU  fr>  lf»ek  it 
mure  firmly  with  that  boue  i  aud  when 
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il  Ls  once  clear  of  llic  brim  of  thr  ^lo-  in  St«M  vn»s'  Hospital  testifies ;  the  nic- 
noid  cavity,  it  will  btart  into  tiic  socket  Uiod,  however,  has  of  late  years  fallen 
hj  tbc  mere  iraetion  of  the  niusclesi.  into  disuse,  a  proof  that  it  has  iio  great 

III.  With  mpect  to  the  direction   advajitajfc  over  the  means  ikiw  gent' 
m  ii»liich  the  extciijiion  U  made,   for    rally  rTn|iI(iv((]     'I  !ic  British  siirgfcon 
ihe   retltiction  of  dislocation  into  the    will  he  a  little  su«i)n.s(  d  to  liivl  tliis  nir- 
ax  Jlii,  the  praetice  of  experienced  sur-    thod  intrt)duecd  as  "  a  ueu  and  iiripor- 
gcous,  in  all  coiiulrie<s  seenw  now  to  be   tant  mode  of  reduction,"  in  the  Hotel 
n^arlr  uniform.    The  arm  is  usually    Dieu.    M.  Malgai«fne,  the  g-entleman 
raised  to  nearly  a  rif^ht  ang-le  uilh  the    who  introduced  the  practice  to  the  no- 
1>  hIv,  and  while  a  pi^ciitle  rxtcn'^inn  is    tiee  of  M.  Dopuytreii,  stated,  in  his 
luaxle  by  pulling  at  the  w  rist,  the  ami,    address  to  ilie  class,  that  the  anatomy 
u^d  as  a  lever,  is  moyed  upwards  and   a.nd  natholo^y  of  this  kind  of  disloca- 
duwuwardft,  and  to  each  si(le,  so  as  al     lion  nad  led^im  triado^  t  the  method  he- 
tcmately  to  relax  all  the  ihiim  I*  s  about    f"re  he  was  acqnaiiit»  d  uiili  ffte  nu  thod 
the  joint.    It  is  tnn- tli.u  iti  the  inethnd    of  Mathe.    The  rietliml  of  Molhe,  as 
of  retluctiou  by  the  heel  in  the  axilla,    stated  by  M.  Malguij^ne,  "  consists  in 
Cv%  hich  has  the  teputation  of  beings  a  makiup^  extension,  the  arm  being*  lifted 
very  Roccessful  one,)  the  arm  is  drairn   up  f«»reihly,  and  consequently  shortened, 
d  >u  iiwanis  in  a  direction  nearly  juiral-    instead  of  e\tendino-  the  Imih  in  a  dc- 
Icl  with  the  hftdy  ;  but  it  by  no  means    pressed  and  clon«rated  nosition."  M. 
folluw:»,  because  this  method  is  often*  Mothe's  Memoir,  in  which  he  lays  claim 
buccewful,  that  the  Airce  which  is  em-  to  the  invention  of  this  new  method  of 
plowed  is  most  adTaatajBTeously  applied:    rednetion,waspi<  « nted  to  the  Acadcmj 
the  dtsidcrntnm  is  t(»  rffcet'rrtlnftion    of  Surg-ery  in  17s.>.    Mr.  White's  ira- 
witli  the  least  po^vi!,),.  deirree  of  vio-    per,  in  which  he  particularly  dcscrines 
Ifuce  to  the  part:*,  and  il  it  were  ascer-   the  same  mode  of  reduction, 'was  print- 
tuned  bj  comnatatire  experiments,  con-  cd  in  1764. 

ducted  on  a  large  scale,  ^attwome-      TV.  In  Dublin,  as  in  Paris,  and  in 

ihodftof  reduction  %%-ere  equally  success-    Re  lin,  and  in  Germany  ir'  U'  rally,  we 
fnl,  imt  that  the  object  was  effected  in    apjdy  our  extending  pow  er  to  the  Ibre- 
oae  by-  the  employment  of  half  the  force    arm,*  in  preference  to  the  arm  ;  the  ap- 
which  was  employed  on  the  other,  it  is   plication  is  far  less  painful,  as  any  per- 
manifest  to  whicli  the  preference  should    son  can  a  certain  by  ap})lyingf alternately 
beg-iven.  And  a^ain,  il' it  be  tin.  tint  in    sfnni;^  pre  ssure  to  his  own  fore-arm  at 
Hjuie  ca-scs  the supra-spinatiis  muscle,  re-    the  w  list, and  to  the  anu  above  the  cou- 
laiuiuijr  its  connexion  wiih  the  incatcr   dy^les  of  the  humerus*;  besides,  we 
tiibeicle,  is  the  cause  of  the  resistance  think  that  the  pressure  abore  the  elbow 
to  the  extending  power,  it  is  obvious   causes  the  biceps  anrl  tii(  ( jis  nniscles  to 
that  this  resistance  can  be  best  over-    contract  mnrc  forcibly ;  and,  la>tly,  w  hen 
come  l)v  raUin;^^  the  arm,  and   tlins    the  extension  is  made  at  the  wrist,  the 
relaxing  the  oppohiuj^  muscle.    The   surgeon  has  more  power  in  directing  tlie 
anoccas  which  not  nnncqueutly  attends  motions  of  the  limb, 
the  method  of  reduction  (first  recom-       V.  Great  stress  is  laid,  by  most  sur- 
mcnded  by  While,  of  Manchester)  by    ge<Mis,outhc  advanta}j|feof  fixinir  t'H  -^a. 
drawing  the  arm  directly  upwards,  in  a    nula,  as  it  is  called  ;  it  may  be  ihmbted, 
line  parallel  to  the  axis  of  the  trunk,  is   however,  whether  the  thing  be  possible, 
no  doubt  to  be  attributed  chiefly  to  the  or,  if  ])o.ssibIe,  advantageous.    It  is 
lelaxatiou  which  it  ( fr<  ets  (m  the  supra-    quite  plain  that  a  split  e!(.tli,ora  napkin 
spinatus  and  deltoid  muscles:  it  is  pro-    with  a  hole,  through  which  the  ann  is 
bable,  als«j,  that  in  this  position  of  the    passed,  can,  when  the  ann  is  stnmgly 
humerus,  the  head  of  the  bone  is  in   extended,  act  only  on  the  inferior  cobta 
some  measure  unlocked  firom  the  neck  of  of  the  scapula,  orralhrr  on  die  walls  of 
the  scapula,  against  which  it  is  (w  hen    the  axilla  formed  by  the  edges  of  the 
dislocated   downwards)  stnojgly  com-    latissimus  dorsi,  teres  major,  and  mc- 
prci»sed  by  die  contraction  of  the  mus-    toralis  major  muscles.  The  whole  effect 
clcs.    Several  years  ago,  the  method  of     .  Tberc  in  ncarc^iy  u  p«rt  of  u.c  bo<iy  ho  in- 

White  was  frequently  resorted  to  in  this     lolcranl  of  pressure  an  Ihe  inside  of  the  nrm, 

c^untnr,  lor  the  re<f«ction  of  old  .Ush,-  5-^diat..y  «».oje  iij^^Sj^'- ^^^^^^^  - 
catmns  of  the  hunicrus--as  the  large  ^^^^  netre, aad lis proslnltr to tJ» b»n« U OmI 
ring  in  the  crubs  beam  ol  the  uuti-roora  >i»Ht. 


3W8     DB.  CRAMPTON  ON  DISLOCATION  OF  THE  8H0ULDBB  JOINT. 


of  this  force  can  be  no  other  than  tu 

t>ush  the  inferior  aiijfle  of  the  scapula 
►ackwards  htmI  npwards,  coiijiennptitly 
to  direct  the  buporior  angle  ami  ilu-  i^lc^ 
iioiil  cavity  downward^,  and,  bv  acting 
on  t))c  pectoralis  major  and  latissimos 
donii,  to  draw  the  head  of  the  humerus 
inwards  towards  the  ribs— that  is,  to  re- 
move it  from  the  glcn<»id  cavity.  To 
obviate  thu  objeetion,  some  gurgeonsre- 
coninieiid  pressure  to  be  made  b^  the 
hand  of  an  assistant  on  the  nrromioii  of 
the  scapula,  so  as  to  push  It  backwards, 
while  tl»c  humerus  is  dra*%  u  downwards 
and  outwards :  but  H  is  plain,  that  unless 
the  force  which  the  surgeon  applies  to 
ihv  lit'iul  of  the  sca]>iil:i,t(>  keep  it  back, 
be  at  least  equal  to  the  eMeudiug  force 
which  is  applied  to  the  arm, the  scapula 
cannot  be  Juced-^it  mutt  follow  the  arm. 
Besides,  when  the  arm  is  raised,  the 
dchfuil  fdls  up  the  sul)  nrroniial  space, 
and  rriul(^rs  it  impa>sible  to  apply  any 
appreciable  force  to  the  acromion.  As 
the  neck  of  the  scapula  cannot  be  pushed 
fti^mnrdt,  it  is  nroposed,  by  Bonn,  to 
dispTi2f;>ifr  tin:'  Dones  by  pressinjr  the 
hca«l  of  the  humerus  downward*^  at  the 
moment  when  the  extension  is  at  the 
utmost :  the  proposal  is  a  most  rational 
one,  and  has  been  adopted  f«»r  sPTcral 
years  past  in  tlio  C'otnitv  of  Uubiin  in- 
firmary, as  I  think,  with  considerable 
advantau^e. 

VI.  When  a  greater  power  of  exten- 
sion is  required  than  can  coufeninitly 
he  ajiplicd  by  tb«'  n!);i»ist«'d  strength  of 
lucn,  I  have  fur  upwards  of  twenty 
years  employed  the  mechanical  power  of 
tin-  Irver,  in  pnTi  n  nee  to  tlic  })tillcy. 
The  lever  has,  in  the  first  place,  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  always  at  hand,  as 
there  are  few  places  in  which  a  pole  or 
a  ladder  cannot  be  readily  procured; 
but  its  superiority  over  the  pulley  con- 
sists in  tiic  facility  wltii  which  tlnMli- 
rcction  of*  the  extending  iorce  can  be 
varied,  while  the  force  is  still  maintain- 
ed, and  the  suddenness  with  which  the 
force  can  be  withdrawn  as  toon  as  il 
brt^  l^rodueed  its  effect.  The  manner  in 
vvliii  h  1  am  accustomed  to  employ  the 
ladder,  as  a  lever,  will  he  best  under- 
stood bj  a  reference  to  the  subjoined 
sketch. 

VI T.  Tlic  anatomy  of  tlir  rrc.  ii<  rase 
of  dislocation  Jorwardny  >etLles  the 
long-dispirted  question  as  to  whether  or 
nottbe  litiTiierus  can  be  dislocated  pri- 
mitiveltf  in  any  other  direction  than 
downumrda^  or  into  the  axilla.   It  is 


quite  plain  that,  in  the  case  of  Wilum, 

tlie  head  of  tlic  l»onc  was  thmwu  at  once 
forwurds  into  th<'  situation  in  which  it 
appears  under  tlie  clavicle,  a&  the  infe- 
rior portion  of  the  caf^ular  ligamcot 
was  not  ruptured,  and  the  attach- 
mrnt  of  tlic  stibscapitlaris  and  terpfs 
minor  utU8<.-les,  to  the  inferior  costa  of 
scapula,  remained  undisturbed.  Per* 
haps  there  is  not,  in  the  whole  compass 
of  surgical  pathology,  any  point,  the 
ticit  vmination  of  which  is  of  Tiion-  iin_ 
jK)rlance,  in  a  practical  [unnt  ul  vicv*', 
than  this.  For  if  (acting  on  the  opinion 
so  generally  entertained,  that,  in  dis- 
location  forwards,  the  head  of  the  hu- 
merus /ir»t  escapes  into  lb*-  ue 
endeavour  to  draw  the  humcru;s  dovv  u. 
wards,  it  is  obvious  that  the  attempt 
must  be  attenfle<l  with  the  most  ezte». 
sive  injury  to  the  subscapularis  muscle  ; 
in  fact,  tbe  nniscle  nnist  either  be  torn 
right  across,  or  separated  from  its  at> 
torments  to  the  scapula  or  to  the  bu> 
menis. 

Tlie  objection  to  drawing  the  head  of 
the  bone  downtrni  fU  h\\n  tiie  axilla,  for 
the  reduction  of  dislocation  forwards^ 
of  course  applies  exclusively  to  the 
primitive  dislocation  in  that  direction. 
In  such  a  ease,  the  clear  indication  i<i 
to  forci-  the  1h':kI  of  the  hone  hacku  anh 
toH  ards  the  glenoid  cavity,  the  axis  of 
which  is,  as  nearly  as  possible,  in  a  line 
with  tliat  of  the  head  (»f  the  humerus : 
this  can  he  effectually  done  by  applying 
a  fulcrum  immediately  below  the  axilla, 
and  usiujgf  tlie  dislocated  arm  as  a  lever 
of  the  first  kind;  the  surgeon  should 
therefore  nlace  his  left  arm,  extended 
horizontally,  immediately  below  the 
walls  of  the  axilla,  between  flic  dislo- 
cated arm  and  the  chest,  and  then, 
grasning  the  wrist  in  his  fiffhc  hand,  he 
shoulil  draw  the  am  IbrcilMjr  across  the 
patient's  body. 

Cx^r.— Tljp  Hon.  C.l.  (ioiv,of  Diih- 
lin  Castle,  aged  about 66,  a  healthy  and 
▼igoiouB  man,  was  overturned  in  his 
carriage  on  a  wtrj  dark  nighty  the  car- 
riage Tailing  sideways  fnini  a  causeway, 
which  was  raised  six  or  eiw-ht  feet  ibove 
the  level  of  the  adjoining  field.  When  ilie 
aide  of  the  carriage  struck  the  ground,  be 
was  conscious  of  having  received  a  severe 
shock  on  tlic  elbon-,  wliich  rciub  red  the 
arm  powerless ;  he  sustained  no  other 
injury.  I  saw  the  Culunel  in  less  tl»an 
an  hour  after  his  aooideDt,and  found  that 
he  had  sofleml  a  dislocation  of  the  lefl 
hunenia  fonraids.    titandiag  be^rs 
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m  BaCmACTBD  FHOM  TBE  urethra  by  the  tour  DE  MAITRE.  ^ 

Unt,  T  placed  my  Tt  fl  am,  extended  at)  to  bring  the  haad  in  contact  wilb  tin 

bonx<MiTanv,    uiidrr   his   axilla,    aiid  ni^hi  hip:  the  bone  hoaptieil  ittlo  ihft 

tite  v%ri»t  in  my  ri^ht  hand,  I  buakel  at  the  iixateflbn. 
MTw  ham  arm  nipidljr  loraw  Bis  body,  so 


Fio.  3. 


Explmttal'wn     ilie  Engravings. 
Fio.  1.. 

A,  D»;lU>iti. 

B,  Scapula. 

C ' .  11  i>ad  of  the  humerus. 

D,  Slijij'i  of  the  humerus.  The  biceps 
and  coraco  brachialis  before,  and  the  tri- 
«t»i  tMsliiad  the  bone, 

E,  Subscapularia. 
.  I  <Tes  major. 

<>,  l<uli«»simu!i  dorsL 

H,  PeetOTaliff  major. 

I.  f'f^r.icoid  process. 

K.  \  .i\irv  of  the  torn  capsular  lif^mcnt. 
1^  Suiue  librt^  of  the  tiubAcapularis  eui- 
bmdog  the  neck  of  the  bone. 

Fig.  2. 

A,  internal  face  of  tlie  scapula. 

B,  Neck  of  the  scapula. 

i\  Coracoid  process. 

I),  l)«  |)n  >vio!i  vv^'dMi  tlic  head  of  the 
OS  humeri  and  liic  greater  luln'rcle. 

E  P,  The  line  of  direction  of  a  foree 
acting  on  the  head  of  the  disloeatf  d  lione, 
before  it  has  heen  disengaged  from  tlie 
neck  of  the  scapula. 

Fu..  3. 

The  manner  of  employing  the  ladder  for 
the  redaction  of  a  dislocatdl  shoulder. 

A«  the  foot  of  an  awistant  phccd  on  the 
lower  end  of  the  ladder,  to  prevent  its 
rising  when  the  upper  end  is  pressed  down. 

B,  a  folded  sheet,  or  table-dutli,  for  the 
eoanter««xtension ;  the  ends  may  be  made 
Cut  to  a  ring,  or  other  fixture  in  the  wall, 
or  may  hv  held  hy  two  or  three  assistants 
iitanding  on  a  table. 

C,  the  bands  of  the  a&si8taut,  who  slowlj 
depnuetthc  lc?ery  until  the  snigeon,  who 


BtandsatD  (astrideof  the  lailder),  announeea 
that  the  l»oae  has  retnmed  lu  its  socket. 
Wliile  the  extension  is  in  progress,  tlie 

surgeon  from  time  to  time  pres^es  the  up. 
per  part  of  the  humerus  downwards^  to  dis- 
engage it  fmm  the  brim  of  the  glenoid  ca. 
vity  ;  once  disengaged,  it  springs  upwards 
into  tlie  socket,  %vithont  the  assistance  of 
pressure  from  })elow.  The  surs^n,  by 
standing  astride  over  the  ladder,  has  it  in 
his  power,  hy  the  pressure  of  his  knee  on 
either  side,  to  give  a  latcml  motion  to  tho 
lerer,  while  the  extending  Ibree  is  stiU  in 
operation.  In  dislocation}urbk/rf/f,  thesur> 
geou  shonld  prr55s  hi^  left  knee  against  the 
side  of  the  ladder;  thi!»  motion,  bv  bring. 
'Ing  the  hand  forwards,  will  throw  Uie  heaf 
of  the  humerus  backwards. 


A  PIN  EXTRACTED   FROM  THE 
URETHRA, 

bjf  tht  Tour  de  Muitn:  imlA  Bmarki, 

By  M.  Vidal  ds  Cassis, 

Of  the  Central  Bureau  of  AdmlssUm  li»  Uis  Clvtt 

BospitiUs  of  Pari*. 


A  Bov,  six  years  of  age,  was  broug'bt 
to  me  at  the  Bureau,  a  few  days 
since.  Ue  complained  of  sharp  and 
severe  paina  in  the  ucig-libonrhood  of 
the  ucnneom.  His  parents  told  me 
that  he  had  shortly  before  thrust  a  large 
pin  into  the  iircfhni,  with  the  liead  fore- 
most. 1  examined  the  parts;  tlic  ure- 
thra was  Tcry  narrow,  wA  the  passage 
tinsfcd  witli  blood.  Upon  pressing* 
wi&  the  forefinger  along  the  track  of 
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260  PiN  EXTRACi  LU  F«OM  THE  iiH 

the  passage,  the  paiits  sm  rv  ^rratly  in- 
creased wneii  I  came  within  an  inch  of 
ihe  nima ;  Uiere  the  child  Mid  he  was 
pricked. 

I  hid  no  instminaits  I  vin^  hy  mc,  ex- 
cept a  small  dhnectinff  forceps  anrl  some 
silvrr  sounds.  The  fnrc«'))s  if  u  .is  vain  to 
attem]>t  tn  introduce,  and  I  \\;isal»oiit 
to  send  the  patient  to  the  Hotel  Dicu, 
when  the  mother  hesouirbt  me  to  do 
Bometliing-  for  the  immediate  relief  of 
hrr  (liilil.  I  thrn  roiui  ivtMl  a  very 
feeble  hope  of  tin-  ]H)^sibility  of  catch- 
ing  the  point  of  the  pin  in  the  eye  of  a 
eonnd,  and  of  eztraeting  it  in  that  man- 
ner. I  introduced  a  snull  carved  cathe- 
ter,  with  its  convexity  upwards ;  and 
when  its  extremity  reaehetl  thehiilh^the 
child  cried  aloud  witli  pain ;  upon 
which  I  a|^)])lied  the  tamrdemaUre;  out 
instead  ol  pushing-  the  instrument  for- 
ward into  the  ]»ladd(  r,  I  drew  it  hack 
briskly ;  vvhen,  to  inv  g^reut  astonish- 
ment, I  found  the  piu  cnga^ifed  in  the 
lower  eye  of  the  sound.  Nothingf,  I 
honestly  confess,  Avas  fartlicr  from  my 
expeetalioiiv  \]\\\n  this  ftntiinate  issue; 
for  thou*{h  il  w  as  reasouiible  to  make  a 
trial  of  cathcterism,  there  wa&  uo  calcu- 
lating n]K)n  the  circumstance  which  led 
to  the  result.  I  should  observe,  that  at 
the  Riireaii  we  employ  cerate  ff»r  h\- 
bricatiug^  the  sounds,  and,  iu  tlie  pre- 
sent instance,  the  cerate  in  the  eye  of 
the  instrument  was  rather  hard,  which 
no  doubt  oontrihuted  essentially  to  the 

»urer*vs. 

'i"o  the  spcciiiaiive  J  leave  it  to  draw 
what  inferenoes  they  please  from  the 
precedin(gr  fact ;  for  my  part,  I  must  say 
tli;it  necessity  alitne  wonlfi  ttnipT  Tiie  to 
rejieal  tJie  opcratidii,  '•o  ]irr>uadrd  am  1 
that  chance  had  the  cbiel' merit  in  the 
performance.  Examples  of  the  intro- 
duction of  foreif^n  homes  into  the  urethra 
are  hy  no  means  mrc.  Mf»r|^agTji  men- 
tions several  cases  iu  wliuh  wanton 
j;"irls  had  slipi  pieces  of  Ikiijc  combs  into 
the  passa*re.  in  the  Leipsi^  Acts  there 
is  the  case  of  ayoun^  woman  who  passed 
a  h\r^  needle  into  the  bladtlcr,  and 
sure<l  her  attendants  that  it  had  couic 
there  hy  swallowing'.  A  girl  of  Panua, 
in  the  way  of  frolic,  had  a  large  needle, 
with  an  ivory  head,  put  into  her  wrethm 
by  one  of  her  female  friends  \*})o  lay 
with  her ;  it  passetl  into  the  i>ladder, 
and  had  to  be  extracted  by  au  incision 
through  the  vagina. 

It  IS  to  he  oliervcdy  that  most  of  Ihe 


1:.IUHA  liV  rUE  TOUU  DE  MAITRE- 

cases  of  this  description  on  record  mr«» 

those  of  females,  and  in  all  the  rorrif>-ii 
body  generally  passed  into  flie  l»la(l«l«_'»-. 
But  in  the  following  history,  which  i?t 
related  by  Lamotte,  a  striking-  resentw 
blance  to  the  case  given  abov  e  will  l>e 
perceived.  It  is  exirarted  from  hi«* 
Com]»lete  Treathic  on  fciurgery,  vol.  ii. 
p.  37G. 

In  the  month  of  June,  I69d,  an  un- 
married Woman,  of  religious  hahitn,  came 
to  me,  and  fnld  mr  tijat  a  lar<»-r-sizc<l 
pin  which  she  used  for  her  napkin  linci 
slipt  into  her  bladder,  and  i^ave  licr 
great  pain.   As  the  accident,  according- 
to  her  own  story,  happened  in  the  course 
of  the  preceding  ii!;,'-ht,  I  merely  ob- 
served to  her  that  I  lliouglit  it  iniposj»i- 
hie ;  for  I  did  not  wish  to  add  unneces- 
sary^ nain  of  mind  to  the  bodily  grieranoe 
wliicn  she  already  suifered.  She  shewed 
me  a  ]>in  of  the  same  size  as  that  which 
had  entered  the  bladder;  it  was  of  the 
lary^est  description.    Though  I  had  no 
hope  of  speedily  rendering  her  any  aa- 
sistance,  I  introduced  the  sound  three 
sf-\  ernl  times,  with  all  the  care  and  pa- 
tience I  couid  conunaud.     I  touched 
and  felt  die  pin  very  readily,  but 
each  time  T  uas  obliged  to  leave  it 
behind  ulicii  I  withdrew  the  instrument. 
On  sounding,  however,  for  the  I'ourth 
time,  I  perceived  that  by  a  lucky  chance 
I  had  entangled  the  pin  in  the  eyes  of 
the  catheter.    I  immediate! v  introduced 
th«-  niiddL  f\ua;fr  of  my  right  hand  into 
the\:i^-ina,  and  with  this  I  suT»|mrted 
tlie  pin,   whibt  with  the  left  hand  I 
drew  it  out  along  with  the  sound.  The 
manffiuvre  was  perfectly  successful,  l)at 
it  cost  the  pafii  lit  niurh  ])ain,  for  the 
joint  which  projected  from  the  iustru- 
mcul  lacerated  the  passage  in  its  exit. 
The  sore,  however,  soon  got  well,  and 
the  woman  had  not  to  keep  her  bed  an 
hour.    Talliotoinists    may  smile  at  my 
alarm  ubtmt  e\tr  ietin«4-  a  j>iu  fnmi  the 
bladder,  siuce  at  the  viorst  an  operation 
would  easily  remove  it,  if  nature  faenelf 
had  not  ])rovidcd  a  remedy.  Blltixuch 
;mi  '><mv  ifion,  it  sli'MiIi!  be  recollected, 
wimid  require  the  introduction  of  a  for- 
ceps between  two  qnrgeret$  or  conduc- 
tors ;  and  after  all,  the  pin  might  be 
seized  cnissways.    In  the  present  caae 
1  will  leave  it  to  he  rnn  noised  how  much 
mischief  might  be  oc  casioned  hy  such 
an  accident,  considering  the  length  and 
thickness  of  the  pinV* 

•  Yfvm  the  /ssfMl  Umhetnei  et  HtUtm. 
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COKPUCATED  CASE  OF  CAR- 
BUNCLE. 

T»  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Guzette. 
Sir, 

If  vou  ihiiik  Lbe  enclosed  case  viorth 
neardm^  iu  your  valuable  jouraal,  I 
iIaU  ieiO  oblf^cd  by  your  inserting  it 
■I  am  eailj  number. ' 

T  am,  sir. 
Your  oU.'ilieut  servant, 

USNBY  £W£N, 
If cnbcr  of  tbt  Royal  Collift  of 

May  3,  1833,  I  visited  Mr.  George 
6.  mt.  37,  who,  when  I  saw  him,  did 

tioc  consider  himself  at  alls^oosly  ill, 

ihhf^ug^h   in  bed,  ba*  ing  a  severe  boil, 
a^  be  called  it,  ou  his  left  buttock.  On 
eJuaiination,tliisboil  appeared  decidedly 
cailiaiicular ;  the  apex  of  the  conical 
tuuior  had  several  siuall  opeiiinf^,  pre- 
MTUtiu*^   a  sie%p-likc  a])j.rar:nir«' ;  into 
this  I  made  a  free  crucial  iucimoii.    i  f  is 
geueial  liealth  bad  not  been  ^ooil  lur 
some  weeks  pa&t,  but  his  appetite  bad 
not  be?'ii  impaired  until  the  day  pre- 
wdiujf  niv  vi>it.    The  tumor  first  cotn- 
Biciuced  ten  da)'s  since,  accoiupauied 
witli  cbills  ana  heats,  and  lassitude. 
Six  dajrs  ago  Ik*  rode  ou  horsebaek 
thirty  milrs,  w  ])i<,  li  be  says  did  liim  great 
harm;    his   tuiij^ue  is   rather  jarn-d, 
and  he  ba:»  M)me fever;  pulse 34;  bowels 
fatlier  constipated. 

Feaeat  Papar.  Cataplasmafementi. 

R  Sulph.  Mag,  3ij.  Carbon.  3ij.  Aqua' 
M»  nih.  Pip.  gr.  '^iss.  M.  f.  hmist. 
3li>  hori>  i>uuxc'ud.  di>acc  ulvusrespou- 
derit 

4th,  9  A.II. »  Has  had  a  restless  night ; 

tongue  furred ;  skin  hot ;  face  rather 
flij'»!f  •(! ;  pnlvf  ninrf  frrfjiK-Tit  T)if  iiH-tli- 
cuie  has  operated  tiiree  limes ;  tite  htuols 

▼ciy  dark  coloured,  and  highly^  ofTeu- 
site;  the  earbnnde  appears  going  on 
well. 

Apply  the  Ai trie  Acid  hdion  with  Uie 
poultice.  Sumat  llaust.  Salin.  in 
statn  eflerreseenti,  dtis  horis. 

•  4  F.H.— Sent  for  nrgentij,  and  found 

Um  VPTJ  anxious,  and  coni]»laiinninf  of 
crrnt  uneasiness  aHont  the  pnecordia, 
with  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  feel- 
ing of  fdntness ;  his  face  was  flushed ; 
skin  hot ;  and  pulse  96,  but  without 
mnxk  hirdness.  As  he  was  uigeut  for 


me  to  bleed  him,  having,  as  be  said,  ex- 
perienced iftry  similar  sensations  ^lout 

!?ix  yenr-^  niT",  wlien  hleedinj^ K'ave great 
relief,  ami  thinkings  there  might  be  con- 
gestion ahoiii  his  lungs,  liver,  and  other 
internal  orL^ans,  I  took  away  about  14 
ounces  of  Uood,  and  with  ffreat  relief  to 
his  syni]>toni8:  the  hloocT  was  neilber 
cupped  nor  buffv. 

Sumat  vespcre  i,ia.  Opii  Sedatin 
ttixxxr.  and  the  foUowlng^pills :  ^ 

R  CalumeL  ppl  ^r.  v.  Pil.  RbeL  Comp. 
gr.  X.    M.  f.  Pilul.  iij, 

5th,  8  A.M. — Passed  the  night  com  fnrt- 
ablv  till  4  o'clock  this  morning,  when 
be  oecwneTerr  restless,  and  exjierienced 
the  same  sense  of  fainting  as  yesterday : 
he  complained  that  "  tlie  draught  had 
not  sent  him  to  El>*?iiiim  pnlse  108, 
and  easily  compressible ;  toneiie  dry 
down  the  centre,  with  a  yellowish  fur, 
white  and  moist  along  tits  ed^^o  s;  has 
passed  nn  nriiir  (hiring  the  night;  no 
iiirther  evacuations  from  thr  )»oh«>1s 
since  last  evening  \  had  bilious  vomit- 
ing whilst  I  was  with  bim. 

R  Calomel,  gr.  j.    Pnlr.  OpU.  gr.  ss. 

Catiiplior,  1,'r.  iij.  in  Pil.  Stiis  horia 
tiimund.  et  hnustns  aper.  ut  antsa 

dunec  aivus  reiipoud. 

12  P.M. — Considerably  relieved  by  the 
piUs,  and  expresses  himself  as  mueb 

more  comfortable. 

4  P.M. — Skin  vrrvhnt;  tfuipnic  drier; 
sighing ;  the  slough  is  rather  dry,  and 
baa  no  ^position  to  separate.  • 
Bain,  tepid,  lOO**  F. 

He  fainted  on  coming  out  of  the  bath  $ 
in  a  short  time  after  be  passed  a  veiy 

copious  dark-green  and  ftfTciisivc  mo- 
tion, and  expressed  himself  much  re- 
lieved. 

Contmue  the  Calomel  and  Opium,  and 
Camphor,  and  take  with  each  dose, 
FfnTis!.  !s;iliii.  in  'statu  tfT.  e.  Sulph. 
Quuiin^,Kr.  j.  Wine  and  water,  and 
beef-tea,  allowed. 

6tb,  9  A.H.— Has  passed  a  eom* 
fortable  night,  and  expresses  himself  as 
feeling  much  better;  pulse  112,  easily 
compressihle ;  tongue  less  dry ;  has 
passed  about  three  pints  of  urine,  which 
naa  a  rery  dark  gmraous  looking  depo- 
sit;  tbe  earbuiMle  presents  the  same 
appearance  as  yei^terday ;  the  slough 
has  no  disposition  to  separate. 

Vespei'e. — Rather  delirious ;  skin  hot» 
ter;  tongue  parched  and  dry;  pulse 
120. 

Apply  the  Spirituous  Lotion  to  the  bead. 
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7tli,  4  A.M. — Was  cnl]»^«1  U>  y'ish 
him,  atiU  fuuud  hiiu  violeiitl^  licliriuujiy 
refu^iit^  Iiis  inediciue  and  wine;  pulse 
120;  placed  hip  in  a  tepid  bath,  8196^^ 
F  for  a  few  minutes ;  ordered  his  head 
to  be  shaved,  and  a  stream  of  ndd 
water  to  h*i  poured  from  a  height  uyuu 

it.   Mr.   y  poMcssing  co&aiderable 

moral  iufltii-iK-e  o\  t  r  him,  prevailed  ou 
him  to  take  his  mcdii  iiu  ami  soinr  wine. 
At  in  A.M.  fouTul  him  quiet  and  rational; 
uuke  120;  tuiii^ue  brown  and  dn.  At 
4  P.M.  has  remained  free  ftom  deurium ; 
bawels  Iiave  acted  twice ;  the  stoob  are 
more  bilious. 

R  Ext.  Opii,  i?r.  iij.  Calomel  Ppi.  gr. 
iij.  s,  8.  et  omni  bora  dam  nigitat,  gr. 
j.  Ext.  Opii,  et  gr,  ss.  Calomel  Ppi. 
Wine  and  water  libenJly  allowed. 

About  8  o'clock,  in  the  evening  ht- 
jump<  d  suddenly  out  of  bed,  and  had  a 
strong  eunvulsiveparos^sm;  aftenvards, 
when  hv  lia«!  taken  cr.  v.  Ext  Opii^  be 
bad  llin  <  h(mrs  <r(iod  sleep. 

8tb,  ul4  was  called  to  him  ;  uuisc 
140 ;  skin  hot ;  toiigiie  dry,  with  a  Mack 
ftir  at  the  back  of  it ;  countenance  more 
sunk;  pupils  contracted,  with  a  drop- 
ping of  the  upper  dids ;  deli, 
rinm ;  ^ncentration  of  heat  about  the 
bands,  which  feltburnin;^  liot ;  abilomeu 
distended,  and  tlic  bladdrr  in  particular. 
A  cnthf'trr  was  introduced,  and  nbout 
lliree  pints  of  dark -coloured  urine  drawn 
olT.  Durine'  the  day  bis  Tital  powers 
'pogressiTeiy  failed;  and  it  was  only 
hy  a  jfrent  apparent  effort  In-  rDiild 
maintain  liis  consciousneiis  for  a  Uw 
becondg  at  a  time.  lu  the  aftenioou  bi^ 
delirinin  became  more  violent,  and  be 
cmred  between  8  and  9  in  the  evening. 

May  9tli. — Inspectio  Catiaveris^  itreti- 
ijf-two  hourit  ajter  death. — The  brain 
was  a  very  fine  one,  large,  and  perfectly 
healthy.  The  lung-s  were  more  engorg- 
ed than  usual,  and  of  rather  a  darker 
colour  than  natural;  the  heart  was 
flabby,  paler  than  natural,  and  it:»  mus- 
cular tissue  softened,  bat  die  esrtenial 
and  internal  in-  inbrane  and  valves  were 
not  diseased.  The  alimtntnry  rnnal  was 
In  althy,  with  th«^  fxr.  ptiitu  of  gaseou'* 
distention,  and  the  small  intefttine  con- 
tained a  viscid  greenish  matter.  The 
liver  was  healthy,  but  paler  than  ua. 
tural,  and  rontanird  less  blood  than  is 
u«u«l.  The  »piecn  was  softened,  and 
diaoTj^anizcd ;  tlie  pancreas  lualth^  ; 
the  kidneys  were  softened,  and  their 
natural  siructiiie  broken  up  and  diaor> 


ON  INFtDBNaA. 

rfanized,  but  in  a  less  degfrpe  than  the 
spleen.  The  bladder  wa**  contracted, 
and  its  lining  membrane  blanched.  The 
carbuncle  was  flabby,  and  the  fibres  of 
tbe  gluteus  muscle  beaeath  pak  ani 
softened. 

RniaEKs.— The  above-detailed  case 
possesses  some  points;  of  patbolo^rical 

interest,  more  especially  it  \it;wi4l  in 
connexion*  with  somh'  valuable  and  in- 
teresting observations  of  Dr.  Wilson, 
On  Fiti  and  sudden  Death,  in  con- 
nexion  with  Disease  of  the  Kidneys of 
whicb  an  arrnntit  i--  Li'i'*  en  in  the  number 
of  the  (Ja/,(  tto  tor  Ulii  of  last  Manh. 
The  partial  !»uppression  ol'  urino  noticeti 
on  tlie  5th,  and  its  extiemel/  vitiated 
appearance  sul)Nr<|uentIy$  the  sodden* 
ne*;si  with  which  delirium  snnervrned, 
and  Its  violent  character;  tenued  e.\- 
cite  a  strong  suspicion  of  some  spHou^ 
lesion  of  the  iddneys.  The  likeKhood  of 
this  idea  was  fully  confirmed  on  dissee. 
tion.  Tt  right  I  should  state,  that  in 
the  treatment  1  bad  the  advantage  of 
Dr.  Ueald's  and  Mr.  T.  Caumack'K  va> 
liiable  assistance. 


INFLUENZA-SULPHATE  OF  QUI- 
NlliE  A9  A  REMEDY. 

To  |A#  Edkwr  of  tko  Modicnl  OmzHU^ 
8ia, 

T  Bfio  leave  to  forward  this  paper  to  you, 
w  ith  the  hope  you  will  insert  it  in  your 

Gazette  a«<  early  as  convenient.    As  A 

constant  reader,  I  subscribe  nivself, 

Your  obedient  serv  ant, 

Wm.  Rawums,  M.D. 
UacSln. 

The  prevailing  epidemic,  which  by 
many  has  been  so  lightly  treated,  baji 
proved  a  most  formicfaMe  disenne  ;  aiid 
if  dependence  may  be  placcil  in  the  re- 
cords of  the  bills  of  mortality,  it  has 
enormously  increased  the  number  of 
deaths  in  the  metropolis. 

Tn  tbe  city  of  Lincoln  few  faTnil!*  s 
have  escaped  its  iufiueuce,  aliiiough  at 
presdil  not  many  deaths  have  ooeimed. 
The  influenza  does  not  indeed  imn  ► 
diately  cau^r  tin  tUatli  of  a  lithe  of  its 
victims;  but  the  shock  wbieb  tbe  ajjed 
and  debilitated,  and  tiuch  a»  alrvjidy 
possess  a  predisposition  to  puloonaty 
■flcctiiMia^  receive,  lajrs  the  wuiidatlan 
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«r  cbronic    dineasen  which  will  ulti> 
nuUelv  ile^troj  life,  thoug'h  the  suffineis 
possibly  sur\  ire  the  disorder  ittelf 

A»,  by  mitigfatiiijj  the  primary  svmp- 
tams,  ine  sequelap  iiiny  he  rendered  less 
daeadful,  I  feel  ^reat  pleasure  ia  com- 
Miii  Hi  HI    to  tSe  mofeMioii,  fhmui^ 
jo«r  ucftii  pnUlicataoiit  liie  value  of  the 
snlpbate  of  tjuinine  a«  a  remedy.  The 
Tto!ei\t  headache,  sweating-,  pnins  «)f  the 
loins  and  limbs,  as  well  as  Uie  disturi>cd 
Hate  of  tlie  circulatioii,  are  relief  ed  at 
«oce  by  the  exliihitiou  of  the  miinine. 
The  5onTicr  Tru-dical  trrntinciit  i>J  had  rr- 
cottTsr  t«>,  alter  the  appearance  ol'  the 
disorder,  the  better.    The  plan  I  have 
•duptnil  is  to  0;iTe  one  f^rain  of  the  suU 
abate       qtunmc  every  three  hours,  in 
She  fnrrn  of       ton^cther  with  Jj.  of  the 
£>Uo\«iD^  mixture : — 

H  Ammoniaci,  Jrj. ;  Owmel 

Scillae,  Siy.j  Coch.ij.  mag.  ita  iiora 
soflieBd* 

At  bed-time,  5j.  vel  5ij.  of  the  tree, 
caxnpboras  coinp.,  or  fiom  fgn.  v.  to  gn. 
jL  of  the  pulvi^  Doveri,  dependioff  upon 
the  stAte  of  the  coug-fa,  expectoration, 
ami   th"  "^kin;  at  the  same  time  the 
bowciii  to  be  kept  moderately  open  witli 
ttoiall  doaee  of  tbe  eompound  extract  of 
eolocjnth.    I  have  tried  other  modes  of 
mana^ng'  the  dibcane,  hut  as  far  as  my 
t-vp*  ri«"ncc  carries  me,  I  should  ^ive  the 
aixivc    tlie    moHt   decided  preference. 
BleedinfiT  I  eonaider  as  inadmissible, 
aitd  aolesa  called  fm  by  some  otiier 
symptomi  not  belonging'  to  the  epide- 
mic, hijjbly  tlancferotis.    By  the  earhf 
use  oi  the  quinine  the  cough  will  not 
aeqoire  the  same  dejsnve  of  violence; 
ihe  eOBstkution  will  at  the  same  time 
be  supported,  and  the  better  tMirtlilcfl  to 
thniw  it  off.    It  must  he  renumberetl 
that  the  epidemic  cou^ii  in  one  "  *ui 
gnm$^^  depending   upon  dilTeretit 
causes  for  ita  formation,  to  a  common 

OOuirh  frf»TM  '-old. 

The  iiitiiu  n/a  is  received,  or  more 
properly  inhaled,  through  the  lungs; 
Oe  blood  is  soon  contaminated,  the 
beart  over-stimidated,  and  the  whole 
animal  ninr  hitie  irreatly  excited,  so  that 
il  is  nut  to  be  Huudered  at  that  there 
should  be  such  severe  headache,  cough, 
and  perspirations.  Common  colds  and 
coughs  arc  generally  most  severe!}  felt 
hv  th<-  rnbn^f  iiihI  plethoric  ;  not  so  with 
the  luliueuza— the  weak  and  phlegmatic 
siUrer  most  from  it ;  and  tbose  symptoms 
whidi  bm  at  fint  sigbt  all  the  appear* 
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ance  of  being  inflammaton',  are  not 
reallr  so,  bnt  atise  from  tne  miifls  of 
blooa  being  tainted :  hence  the  violent 
action  of  the  heart,  and  the  great  dia« 
turbance  of  the  nervous  system. 
Liocolo,  May  13, 1833. 


APPEAL  TO  THE  PAOFB88IOXI 

KMPMOTtftO  tun 

PROPOSDI)  ALTERATION  IN  TllL 
APOTHECARIES*  ACT. 


Tq  tkM  Editor  rfthg  Mtdical  GuxtHe, 

Sir, 

I  AM  glad  to  observe  that  you  bare 
placed  the  pn>posed  alteration  in  the 
Apothecaries'  Act  in  a  correct  point  of 
view.  That  Act,  with  all  its  (UTects, 
ha:s  done  much  to  im|)rovc  the  educa- 
tion of  medical  practitioners ;  and  now 
an  alteration  is  pn)pose(l,  by  which  it 
will  be  virtually  aboli-^hed.  As  you 
have  explained,  the  Apothecaries'  Com- 
pany would  cea.se  to  prosecute  when 
obliged  to  prove  that  the  defendant  was 
not  a  member  of  any  of  the  Scotch  Col. 
leges.  To  call  it  an  alteration,  (Ix-re- 
fore.  in  the  Apothecaries'  Act,  is  mere 
mockery.  The  Act  might  as  well  be  re- 
pealed altogether,  and  much  better  in 
fact  This  would  be  meeting  tbe  ques. 
tiou  fairly,  for  I  do  again  repeat  tiiit 
the  alteration  proposed  is  equivaleut  to 
abolishing  it. 

I  cannot  help  Ming'  some  surprise 
at  the  apathy  witb  which  medical  men 
surrender  their  profcssioiinl  privilen;"e«. 
Unfortunately  there  are  nKuiy  pei-soiis 
in  this  country  who  earn  liieir  subsis- 
tence bj  slander.^  There  are  ^  some  of 
these  individuals  in  the  profession — men 
who  have  not  sneeceile<l  in  private  prac- 
ti'  p,  and  who  live  by  ridiculing  and 
'abusing  their  more  fortunate  brethren. 
Medicd  men  read  bitter  attacks  upon 
the  College  of  Surgeons  and  Apothe- 
caries'  Company ;  and  although  conuin  • 
iiig  tlie  grossest  falsehoods,  they  are 
credited  by  many,  for  want  of  better  in- 
formation. Tbe  ridicule  and  bttfibonery 
with  which  tliese  attacks  are  frequently 
seasoned,  create  a  laugh,  and  assist  in 
bringing  these  useful  institutions  iuto 
contemut.  When  the  bulk  of  the  pro 
feasionnave  been  imposed  upon  by  these 
calumnies^  tbey  naturally  regaid  tbe 
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College  and  Hall  \%itb  iiatreil  ami  aver- 
non.  And  when  a  plan  w  pr«)]KMed  for 
altering  or  tbolisbin^tfaem,  tbey  regard 

it  withiiidifrereucc,aiid  most  prmneauslv 
imagine  that  their  own  interests  are  uut 
iuToIved  in  the  quehliuu. 

If  the  proposed  alteratum  in  Uie  Apo. 
Uiecaries'  Act  should  be  carried  into 
effect,  what  will  he  the  consequence  ? 
The  Apothecaries'  Company  no  longer 
having  the  power  to  prevent  i^oraut 
men  horn  practising  as  apotbeeanes,  the 
oountiy  will  be  inundated  hy  enipiric-s 
and  U!i({ualific'1  practitioners.  This  will, 
of  course,  seriously'  injure  the  present 
race  of  medical  men.  Competition  will 
reduce  their  charges,  and  a  nnifession 
wbtdb  is  already  too  full  will  become 
still  more  overvt(»rk»  d.  To  a  general 
practiLiuuer  1  wuuld  ^hYj  '*  if  jou  are 
rising  in  your  profession,  f>jiposc  to  the 
uttermost  a  measure  by  which  your 
future  prospects  may  be  blastetl.  If  you 
are  strugglinpf  with  diffiriilties,  and 
scarcely  able  to  procure  a  precarious 
subsistence,  jou  are  still  more  impera> 
tirely  called  upon  to  oppose  a  measure 
by  which  your  ruin  may  be  reiidcrtd 
complete."  To  metropolitan  lecturers, 
hospital  surgeons,  and  physicians,  I 
would  say,  resist  tbis  measure  for 
your  own  sake,  even  if  you  care  nothing 
for  general  practitioners.  Resist  it,  for 
if  it  pa^'^e-v  vtH!  Tttiist  submit  to  a  morti- 
l^iug  duianuuuu  ufyour  income.  Pupils 
win  noteome  in  great  numben  to  Lou- 
don  when  they  can  commence  practice 
wifhfHit  puttirio^  thtiiisclves  to  so  great 
an  expense.  Rceollecl  that  it  is  only 
since  1816  that  there  has  been  so  great 
a  flow  of  pupils  to  Loudon;  for  io  1815 
the  Apothecaries*  Act  came  into  opera- 
tion." 

As  lieentiales  of  thf  Ajjotlieearies' 
Company  are  nut  allowed  lo  practise  in 
ScotMno,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand 
br  what  right  members  of  the  Scotch 
Universities  can  dnm  the  privilege  of 

Eraeising  in  Kn^^laud  .'  lieailv  wem^tt 
e  a  ikCt  of  blockheads  if  we  sttrreiider 
our  privileges  so  injudiciously  to  tbooe 
wbo  will  not  grunt  us  an ydinular  favour 
in  retuni.  Drarlv  sliall  we  rejven!  our 
folly  when  it  ii»  too  late.  Aau  an  cnir 
interests  arc  so  deeply  concerned  in  this 

Jjuestion,  a  public  meeting  of  the  pro- 
ession  ought  to  be  called,  to  devise 
means  to  present  the  progress  of  the 
measure.  I  have  merely  |>oinle<l  out  the 
injun'  to  medical  men  with  which  we 
are  torettened.  But  the  puUic  at  large 
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are  equally  interested  in  preventinj^  the 
influx  into  the  pofesdon  of  a  triM  of 
inegular  praetttioneri,  whom  we  ongbt 

to  rpfrard  in  the  same  Wn^ht  as  a  swarm 
ol  iocu.sts.  If  you  insert  this  communi- 
cation, I  will  probably  write  to  you 
again  upon  this  and  some  other  suhjeoiay 
at  a  future  time. — I  remaiu,  sir, 

Vour  moat  obedient  humble  •<erv-ant. 

M£Dico-Ciiiui;auicus. 

Hay  16,  1838. 


IMPERFECTIONS  IN  THE  ACT 
OF  1816. 

To  th€  Editor     Me  Modwol  GoxoUo^ 

Mar  H  IWL 

Sir, 

Your  leading  artiele,  at  pajjfr  182,  has 
suggested  the  follo%ving  observatious, 
which  are  offbred  to  ^ou  in  the  fbll  as- 
surance of  your  giving  them  a  candid 
eonsi(1«<ratioTi,  and  a  place  in  your 
journal,  if  they  <lt'>er;  «'  it. 

Yon  have  giveii  it  as  your  decided 
opinion,  that  the  good  efrected  by  the 
Ajjotbcearies'  Company,  under  the  Act 
ol  1816,  has  much  outweighed  tlic  evil. 
Granted  :  but  is  the  evil,  then  lore,  to 
remain  ?  Let  it  be  allowed  that  the  So- 
ciety has  ezereised  its  powcn  in  tbe 
mildest  and  most  liberal  spirit  possible ; 
still,  if  those  powers  are  such  as  cannot 
be  wielded  m  ithout  indicting  injury— 
without  doing  iniustice — they  ought  to 
be  modified,  or  abolished.  llambro,  the 
pirate,  waa 

"  The  mildest  naiuitr'd  man 
That  ever  ecotUed  ship,  or  eal  a  tiuwi  »** 

but  this  excepticm  (however  amiable)  to 

the  ffenernl  rule,  is  no  aignment  in 
fav»>ur  of  piracy. 

The  objections  to  the  Aj>olbeearies* 
Act  are,  in  tbe  first  place,  that  it  ure- 
▼enla  many  from  practinng,  whose 
competency  has  been  aseertin'iird  by 
well. constituted  and  lawful  auliioriti> 
I  allude  mit  here  to  the  members  of  the 
XomleN  College  of  Surgeons;  because, 
bowcTer  well  they  may  have  informed 
themselves  upon  merlii  al  snbjf  *-!^,  their 
(lijdoTTia  was  granted  them  w  itlioul  any 
examination  but  on  mrpery^  and  the 
accessory  arts  which  minister  to  that 
one  branch  of  the  profession. 

Secondly,  the  Bill  is  objectionable, 
because  it  is  not  calculated  to  prot^ 
tbe  public  against  unlicensed  and  un* 
educated  empirics,  wbo  may,  any  ef 
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iiteiu,  b}'  the  t»ha]loMreftt  oontrivauce^, 
mnd  <m  the  nost  fthrolous  pretexts,  ex . 
CMpt  themselres  from  all  penalties  wilb 

«^hicb  tlie  statute  tlirpatcns  tliniT.  Fmm 
liiU,  the  mmt  daugeruus  cIslss  of  iui- 
|M«»iors  with  which  society  Is  infested, 
Ihe  fatMHiter-firactiti ng  drug^st  b  hat  a 
fittle  waj  removed.  He,  certainly,  in 
an  J  new  Bill  to  be  framed,  ougnt  ei- 
ther to  find  hi:i  qualification  or  his 
punishinent. 

One  thing-,  sir,  jon  aaj,  ia  dear: 
tbat  if  general  practice  in  Ens^Iand  he 
thrown  open  to  the  niombf^rs  of  Scotch 
C'ollcg-es,  it  wiii  place  all  die  prac- 
titioners now  settlea  here  in  a  Drecariuiis 
and  iinpleaaant  pomtion ;  both  from  its 
admitting  Scotch  cumpetttors  and  front 
its  aniiiiiilatinqi'  the  jirfsent  protection 
a^inst  quack.'«.  Ibis  is,  at  least,  the 
aahitance  of  voiir  assertion. 

Now,  as  to  fair  competition—and  we 
hare  no  right  to  apprehend  any  other 
kind  of  rivalrj',  seeing  that  both  par- 
tirsi  in  the  contest  will  he  members,  le- 
gally constittited,  of  a  liberal  and  sci- 
entific profession  —  one  can  hardly 
doiiht  that  it  will  tend  strongly  to  the 
ailv  aiK  cniPtit  <•(*  medical  science,  to  the 
individual  iuipruvemcnt  of  practitioiiei-s, 
and  to  the  lutimate  advantage  of  the 
public. 

With  respect  to  tlie  ]>uttiug  down  of 
St.  John  Lnu*r  and  bin  trilM-,  t}i:it  could 
be  done,  perhapti,  a.s  ethcieutly  by  liis 
Maje^ity's  Attorney  General  as  by  the 
Worshipful  Company  of  Ap.  ili<  varies; 
andit  might  be  (fone  upon  the  principle 
that  any  reTiie(^ly,  internal  or  extrrnul, 
directed  and  admiimtercd  for  gain,  iu 
the  tieatnteut  of  an  internal  or  medi- 
eal"  difease,  shall  be  deemed  the  aet  of 
an  apothecary,  and  punish  iMe  accord- 
ingly, when  perlbnucd  w  ithout  due  li- 
ceo&e.  • 

I  lepeat  acknowledgment  that 
the  Apothecaries'  Company  have  iihed 
their  authority,  and  interpreted  tlu  ir 
Act,  most  lihcr.ill  v  and  so  fur  iVoni 
iriiduug  to  turn  lin  m  (Uit  of  otiice,  I 
would  rather  see  their  itirisdiotion  in 
laany  ways  extended.  The  surgetms, 
cowed  by  the  stipcrciliousness  of  Sir 
Kobert  Peel,  have  slunk  from  their  duty 
an  the  natural  protectors  of  the  public 
aftinst  blackamith-dentists  and  bone- 
^«♦  Itcr^.  Let  the  apotliecaries  take  np 
liie  ai):ni'!oiH  (l  cudgel,  and  lay  it  upon 
these  (iaaUmcutioued)  rabcak,  as  toey 
deserve. 

finding  my  patience  as  completeljr 
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at  an  end  as  luy  paper,  I  niu.Ht  spare 
rott  the  inia^ion  of  another  sheetful. 
X«t  me  end  this,  bowerer,  by  assaiia|^ 
jou  of  the  ttndinnni>^bed  respect  of 
Vuur  reader. 


SUGGESTED  IHPROTEIfElfrS  OF 
THE  APOTHECARIES*  ACT. 

To  tke  Ediior  •/  lA«  Medkmi  Qmxett9. 

Sir, 

It  is  clear  to  me,  from  Uic  general  tenor 
of  the  memorial  of  tbe  Society  of  Apo* 

thecaries,  published  in  jonrla^it  nam- 
her,  that  no  improvement'*  in  the  Aet  of 
1815  can  reasonably  be  expected  to  ori- 

S'nate  from  that  body.  No  mention  is 
ere  made  of  any  defects  in  tbe  Act — no 
suggestions  are  thrown  out  that  its 
workings  are  atteiiib d  with  any  practi- 
cai  iuconveuieucea.  On  the  contrary, 
tbe  Society  stand  prenared  to  shew,  first, 
that  all  the  benefits  which  tbe  Aet 
of  P.irli.Tnieiit  was  intended  to  aflbrd 
to  the  public,  have  been  fnlly  attained 
auti,  secondly,  "  that  the  Act  has  lieen 
by  them  prouerly  and  i^eitntly  admi- 
nistered.  It  cortainly  is  straii<re,  and 
tn  me  quite  uiiaccouiiUible,  tbat  this  me- 
morial, drawn  np  with  such  apparent 
candour,  should  make  no  allusion  what- 
ever to  tbe  bill  which  passed  in  lS3S,for 
tbe  purpose  of  remedying  certain  real, 
or  snjinosed,  defects  in  the  Act  of  IBl.'i, 
anij  v^lii'  li  for  twelve  monili'^  was  the 
iau  ui  tlte  land.  That  amcud<  «i  bill  of 
1835  was  either  unwisely  brought  in, 
or  unwisely  suffered  to  extiire.  It  was 
either  a  jjood  hill  nr  a  ban  l)ill ;  and  a«? 
it  bore  d i recti  v  «>n  the  (lucstion  at  i!»sue 
between  the  Scotch  Colleges  and  the 
English  Company  of  Apolbecaries,  it 
sureh  becave  the  latter,  who  ^cted 
under  iN  provisifnis  for  one  year  out  of 
the  (  ighteen,  to  state  their  opinions  con- 
cerning it  oue  way  or  another.  No  one, 
reading  that  memorial,  could  for  a  nio> 
ment  imagine  that  the  Act  of  1815  was 
in  1825  considered  hv  thf  three  e«*tates 
of  the  realm  a»  so  detective  as  not  only 
to  call  for,  but  actually  to  obtain,  legis- 
lative interference. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  the  Apothe* 
caries*  ni<  inorial,  tliere  is,  in  fact,  ;ni  in- 
disposition to  meet  the  several  questnnis 
that  arise  fairly.  Thus  the  limitation  of 
general  practice  in  England  to  tboie 
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licensed  by  t1»c  Apothecaries'  Comp  inv 
of  London,  is  defended,  not  as  beiii'j  u 
thing-  in  itself  good  and  desirable,  but 
because  sometbing"  a  rfr^iit  deal  mnrc 
al>*Hnl  exists  in  SroUand,  just  as  if  two 
blacks  made  a  wbitc.  !^u,  when  the 
Scotch  Colleg^es  contend  that  the  act  of 
1815  is  pre^iant  with  injustice,  the 
Apotlu'i'aries'  ('f)r(i|Kniy  n^jilv  tliat  (he 
Act  liaH  hocn  r(/icientitf  adimnisterL'd. 
This  may  be  true,  but  it  is  no  answer  to 
the  allegations  of  the  Scotch.  Whether 
it  is  true,  whether  the  Apothecaries' 
Cnm]taTiy,  in  their  mode  of  carrying"  the 
Act  into  cfli'ct,  have,  or  have  not,  ex- 
ceeded their  powers,  is  a  matter  well 
worth?  of  investiffation,  and  I  hope  to 
discui^  it  in  my  next,  bwt  at  present  I 
wi^h  to  confine  nivsolf  in  tlic  more 
important  branch  ol  ti»e  luuuirv — whe- 
ther the  Act  of  1816  is  perfect  m  all  its 
parts—whether  citcnmstances  hare  oe- 
rnrred,  in  (be  ennr«;e  of  ♦•iL'■^tf>f>!l  year??, 
caknilatf  d  t»i  shew  any  injunoii-s  ten- 
dency in  it— whether,  in  short,  it  is  sus- 
oeptible  of  improvement,  not  br  the 
Ap>thecaries*  C  ompany,  but  hj  the  au- 
thority of  parliament. 

The  grand  question  of  apnrentiee- 
fihips  first  meets  us.  The  Apotnecaries* 
Company  tell  ns  they  did  not  propose 
that  clause;  leaving  «s  to  supjKisr  that 
they  ohjerted  to  it.  Findintj*  it  in  tlip 
Act,  however,  they  defend  it.  This  is 
what  the  world  calls  blowinef  hot  and 
cold  witli  the  same  hieath.  If  an  ap- 
prentj<  »'slii|>  for  fi\e  years  really  |>os- 
s^  <^«>(  <  all  tho  advantages  which  the  Apo- 
thecanes'  Company  represent  in  their 
memoriai,  it  was  their  duty  to  hare  re> 
ieoinmend<Hl  *^\u  h  a  clause  to  die  House 
of  I  Mnls  in  IHI.j.  Hot  here,  again,  I 
conipiain  that  the  Apothecaries'  Com- 
pany blink  the  question  which, so  far  a!» 
the  public  is  oonoeraed,  is  mainly  at 
issue.  Granting  the  benefits  of  the  ap- 
prenti'-fship  sy>;trm  in  the  fullest  «eTisf 
claiuKil  by  its  admirers  (and  I  most 
willingly  concede  them),  is  it  necessary 
Aat  tms  should  I>e  a  sine  qua  uon  to  ex- 
amination Will  no  degree  of  study, 
oiiporiimitifs  of  jirattirf.  tio  undis- 
puicti  hkiii,  compensate  fur  the  want  of 
an  indentttie  or  apprenticeship,  duly 
atampedr  la  it  essential  that  every 
man  prartising"  in  Kiii^Ian  l  iitd  Wales 
should  have  gone  Uiron^^li  that  ordi-al  ? 
Would  iJic  A|H>thecariiis'  Company  ob- 
jeot  to  a  dauiie  permitting  them,  in  the 
exercise  of  a  sound  discretion,  to  forego 
the  prdiniiBaiy  pioocat  of  appmUioe* 
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ship,  in  certain  cases,  to  be  by  them, 
detenuined  on— as,  for  instance,  where 
arery  full  eonrse  of pnetal  study  hasheeii 

gone  thronglj — where  a  young  man's 

Sarents  had  died  youne:,  ami  llir  «»-uar- 
ians  been  careless  anci  intpnit  ident— 
where  the  youth  had  been  honi  and  bred 
in  the  colonies,  \c.  filec.?  1  am  sure 
the  Apothecaries'  Company  would  liail 
such  an  addition  to  their  .\ct  «illi  jo\  , 
and  dispense  such  a  privilege  witlipru- 
denee  and  ^reat  public  benefit.  Tnen 
comes  the  further  oucstion  of  the  time 
ihxr'mtr  which  sucli  apprcntieeshipa 
should  last.  The  Act  says  five  years. 
Is  the  Ai>othecaTie«*  Company  prepared 
to  say  that  this  pcriinl  would  not  admk 
of  limitaticm  ?  Would  not  threr  vr  trs 
answer  e\<ry  purpose  ?— -and,  in  pnint 
of  fact,  have  not  the  Apothecaries'  C»ni- 
panv,  on  man^r  occasions,  been  satisfied 
witfi  apprenticeships  which,  thou^^h 
nominally  ft>r  five  years,  had  rrnftif 
been  for  three  only  ?  1  ask  not  this, 
out  of  enmity  to  the  guardians  and  exe- 
cutors of  the  Act  or  1815;  it  redoanda 
to  their  credit;  but  I  ask  it,  to  .shew 
that  the  Act  is  susceptible  of  some  useful 
alterations. 

There  is  another  clause  of  the  .\ct 
which  appears  to  me  to  require  revision. 
As  the  law  now  stands,  a  student  who 
h;^<  Tiof  m^swered  his  qii«"^fioti<  to  the 
6atislactt(»n  of  the  Examiners,  must  be 
sent  back  for  six  months ;  he  eamwt  be 
sent  back  fteWs,  and  he  cannot  he  sent 
back  for  nionv  Within  K-ss  than  six 
niniiths  the  II \a  miners  cannot  re -exa- 
mine hini  ;  and  vilini  the  six  months 
are  elapsed,  the  jMipil  may  claim  a  fe» 
examination,  ana  the  Court  cannet  fttm 
fuse  hirn.  Wlu  ther  hi«  defect's  l>e  lin^'nt 
or  small,  in  anatomy  or  in  medical  Ihi. 
tanv,  in  tlie  reading  of  a  jtrescription,  %*r 
in  mc  translation  of  Celsus,  in  phyam- 
b>|rv,  or  in  the  diacrnosis  and  treatnieat 
of  disease*!,  in  the  rlcmetits  ofeln'mistrv, 
or  in  his  kmtwledge  of  drug^,  the  pu- 
nishment is  the  same.  For  six  months 
he  must  return  to  his  stadteS'^no matter 
whether  it  be  the  six  winter  mmitbii« 
\vhen  th<'  ItM-Inrss  <>r*  do<'riti<»n  i**  hri<k, 
or  the  SIX  sumuter  luontbs,  when  it 
tiaffs,— in  either  and  aU  cms  die  pe. 
nalty  is  the  same!  J»  this  clanv*  of 
the  Act  «>f  IS  15  not  «>nwptible  of  im- 
j)mvement?  'Twere  ahsnrd  to  argue 
the  question.  Tbo  Court  of  Examiners 
know  it  well ;  and  when  pressed  vpou 
the  subject  reply,  **  The  Aft  IS  the  act 
•f  the  iieg>>i*^'B,  noiooii.  It  is  our 
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Easiness  to  execute  the  Act  as  we  Imve 
rrs  »'iv*^  it ;  and  it  ill  beconirs  us  to  find 
HuU  with  au  Act  which  the  le|(i^kture 
ksft  entrosted  to  our  c*re  and  niperin* 

Here  I  shall  pause  for  tlie  prr-sfitt 
in  luv  next  (if  yon  will  permit  nic  to 
euenwch  so  iar  upou  juur  columtib)  I 
will  attack  the  lio&  in  bu  den,  and  at- 
trmpt  to  deteimine  how  far  the  Apothe- 
•camcs'  Coinpanjr  deseire  the  credit 
vhich  tht'V  assume  to  tbeniiielves,  cif 
|m>pcrl  V  and  efficiently  administering 
Ike  Act  <»f  1816. 

I  am,  sir, 
T<iiir  very  ohediont  servant, 

Maxilla  Inferior. 

London,  May  18.  1B33. 
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AmmmUs  JPBwiene  publiaue  §tdeMidu 
cine  legaU.   AvrO  1838. 

Avottc  other  interest!  iijSf  articles  in  the 
preMDt  nuTuIxT  art*  tlx-  followinp;',  which 
we  shall  brietij  condeH«>c.  The  first  a 
ease  of  poiioiimg',  medico-legallj  inves- 
tigated:— 

Detectiou  of  Arsenic  m  Bread.  Bjr 
M.  OftFILA. 

In  the  manth  of  Jidj  last,  X.,  a  lock- 

nuth  of  the  village  of  G.,  went  to  $pend 
idw  day  with  his  hrothor  and  sisft  r-in- 
law,  Moreau.  There  was  some  talk 
about  certain  new  Hour  tliat  had  been 
leedved  hj  the  lamily,  and  X.  ex- 
pressed a  wish  to  see  it.  It  was  shewn 
to  him  ;  he  took  up  a  handfnl  of  it,  and, 
after  holding-  and  cxamininsr  it  for  a  few 
miuutes,  threw  it  back  into  Uie  bin, 
ebeeiTing  that  he  thouefat  it  better  than 
Us  own.  Two  da^  s  after,  the  flour  was 
ii-=ed  in  hakin^f,  and  thirteen  persons, 
including  M.  and  Mad.  Morcau  and 
their  son,  ate  of  the  bread.  They  were 
•II  seized  with  violent  colio  and  mquent 
TomitingfS.  The  bread  w  as  suspected  to 
be  the  source  of  the  mischief  ;  rind  on 
the  2d  of  August  expenmeuts  were  in- 
stttnted  hr  two  practitioners  of  the  vil- 
lage,  with  a  view  to  detect  the  poison. 
A  loaf  weiffhin}^  from  thirteen  to  four- 
tfpn  pounds  was  taken  ;  it  had  been 
baked  three  or  four  days  before.  Its 
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taste,  without  being  disagreeable,  left  in 
the  mouth  for  some  time  arter  an  acrid 
feeling  of  a  peculiar  kind,  though  there 
was  nothing  metallic  about  it.  It  was 
grit^  under  the  teeth,  and  sandy  mat* 
tcr  was  foun<l  in  it.  The  result  of  the 
experiments  was  —  Ist,  that  no  trace  of 
arxeniCf  mercury,  zinc,  autimoin ,  See, 
ooidd  be  found  ui  the  hivad  ;  2d,' that  it 
contained  atoms  of  copper  and  iron,  as 
Wfll  as  phosjthates  of  lime  nu!  Tnn:,'-iie- 
sia.  Witliont,  however,  {jronouuciug  de- 
cidedly ihai  there  u  as  no  poison  in  the 
bread,  die  exnerimentera  tried  the  ioK 
lowing  methoa  of  approximating  to  the 
truth.  About  three  ounces  of  the  bread, 
with  a  little  meat,  was  jjiven  to  a  healthy 
dog,  at  nine  in  the  morning,  ilu  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  he  vomitea  without 
much  effort.  Tlie  same  trial  was  made 
at  finee  in  the  afternoon,  with  the  same 
result.  The  dog,  however,  seemed  no- 
thing the  worse  for  it.  On  the  third 
day  after,  he  was  given  some  common 
bread  and  meat,  with  a  little  alcoholic 
extract  of  the  snspci  trd  '^^nbstanee.  Th<' 
same  symptoms  i»upcrvcued.  In  conse- 
quence or  the  general  result,  the  cxpe- 
nnienters  conceived  that  thenf  was  rea- 
son to  suspect  the  presence  of  a  vegetable 
p<»isoii  in  the  bread,  and  refpicstcd  the 
pronireur  giniral  to  caii  iii  further  as- 
sistance. Two  chemists  from  Paris 
were  accordinfflj  deputed  to  procei^l 
further  with*  the  analysis:  1)ut  they 
soon  concluded  that  there  was  neitlier 
ui^enic  nor  any  other  mineral  poison  in 
the  bread;  ana  as  for  vegetable  poison, 
they  seem  to  have  been  dissuaded  from 
att' Tiiptinpr  any  scarelj  of  the  kind,  on 
account  of  the  monhly  state  of  the  sub- 
t»tance  U»  be  examined. 
'  It  was  not  until  the  23d  of  November 
that  M.  Orfila  was  ccmimissioned  to  test 

the  Slispertcd  l)re;i<l  ;  biiT  hr  ^]>e»Hh*lv 
obtained  Iroiii  it  a  notable  quantity  of 
arsenious  acid  ;  and  upon  the  evidence 
thus  supplied,  the  accused,  X.  (who,  hy 
the  way,  had  some  moral  and  circum- 
stantial points  also  made  out  against 
him)  was  condemned  to  deatli. 

M.  Orfila  then  proceeds  to  relate  suc- 
cinctly the  experiments  by  which  he 
arrived  at  the  important  result,  and  to 
shew  how  it  h.^ppened  that  the  four  ex- 
perimenters previously  engajfcd  in  the 
inquiry  had  failed  in  coming  to  the 
same  conclusion. 

Having-  cut  the  bread  in  pieces,  lie 
treated  it  with  cold  distilled  water; 
shook  it  for  some  time,  and  then  left  it 
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to   stand  for  twenty-four  hours.    He  If  the  subiiiiicMi  am  nir  iu  too  minntn  in 

tlicu  tillered,  and  applied  the  liquid  qutuuity  to  be  detached  kom  the  tube, 

h^  drosulpbiiric  acid  test  The  filtered  or  the  intemr  of  the  latter  afipear  oalj 

bquor  beeeiae  yellow,  without  any  per-  to  be  covered  with  •  dark  crust,  the 

ceptible   precipitate.    Sonip  drops    of  p'irt  containinr;'  the  rrt:<<t  should  be  im. 

hydrochh)ri(*  acid  were  now  adcied,  to  mediately  put  into  the  ilcnm  of  the 

tlnroH'  down  the  aulphuret  of  ttn«cniu  laiim;  m  e  few  seconds  it  will  become 

which  appeared  to  he  formed,  hut  this  hrilneiit    If  we  with  to  ebtein  the 

required  some  days  to  effect ;  and  here,  arscnioiis  acid  from  the  metallic  crust* 

pr<>l>;i1tlv,  was  (ho  cause  of  failure  in  the  the  best  niefljod  is — n«»t  Ut  charr  it  nn 

eA^H^auients  previously*  instituted.    "It  and  down,  aj»  has  been  recommcudeu,  ■ 

cannot  be  too  ofVen  impressed  on  ana-  hut  to  pvt  it  iDto  a  tuhe  of  moderate 

Iv.Hts,''  say  s  Orfila,  "  that  when  arse-  len^h,  opeu  at  hoth  ende,  and  apply 

uious  and   is  niix»  <l  with  gelatinous  heat  to  the  part  whrrc  the  cnist  is  :  the 

and  albuminous  and   rcg'etablc  mat-  oxydation  will  soon  take  place.    As  to 

ter,  it  may  be  so  engaged  with  it  the  metal,  it      recognized — 1,  by  ita 

as   to  be   very  difTereDtly  affected  physical  properties;  2,  by  the  garUe 

hy  w>a^nta  mm  what  it  is  when  furaea  which  it  emits  when  thrown  on 

merelv  ill  M  rif<  rv  solution."    Tli**  pre-  buniincT  rnnis ;  3,  hy  its  property  of 

cipitate  ol  sulphuretof  arst  nic  and  orga-  being-  dis-siilved  in  nitric  aoid,  with  firat, 

nic  matter  just  mentioned,  huung  been  leaving  after  ev^iporatiou  a  nhite  resl* 

decanted  and  washe<i  ref^tedly  with  due,  which  on  heing  disi^lired  in  pure 

distilled  water,  was  finally  tn-atod  with  water,  and  treated  with  hydrosulphiuio 

•A  v>  rv  finr  filf«  r,        washed  amiIi  very  acid,  yields  in  a  few  minutes  a  cfiarac- 

dilute  water  ul  auuu4>niH,  which  it  is  teristic  yellow  precipitate — the  sulpha* 

known  diasdves  the  sulpburet  without  ret  of  anenic,  soluble  in  ammonia, 
afft  cting  any  other  matters  in  the  precis  ^ 

pitate.  m.Taraificase—Attet^MAsMtun^ 

The  ammoniarni  solution  wn*;  then  tut t ton. 

uut  into  a  watch-glaiis,  aud  a  iuilc  car-  mculiuned  ui  iht»  journal,  a  few 

Mmate  of  potass  and  charcoal  added,  months  ago,  the  leading  |iarticnlais  of 

Heat  was  applied,  in  order  to  decompose  this  case.    M.  Tardif,  it  will  be  reraein* 

any  little  animal  matter  wliicli  ynii^'-ht  h»  n  <l,  is  the  mag-istrate  on  whose  life  an 

still  chance  to  be  present  in  th«  ULi.xturc.  atleuipt  was  made  bv  night  in  his  bed- 

The  watch-glass  and  all  was  then  pid-  chamber — some  say  by  nis  own  hand  ; 

▼erized  in  a  iioroelain  moitar,  and  the  hut  M.  Breschet,  to  whom  the  ■adieo. 

powder  introduced  into  a  fine  test  tuhe.  legal  investigation  of  the  matter  wajt 

A  red  lu-  if  \s      |tr<»cured  over  a  lamp,  committ' d,       rlearly  '>r  opinion  that 

and  the  m€tui  ann^uic  was  speedily  pro-  there  wui>  at  tiially  an  attempt  at  assasr 

duced.  ainatkm.  The  arffimeiiiB  or  this  gen- 

M.  Orlila  concludes  with  some  prac-  tleman  are  ffiven  nere  at  great  length  i 

itrocesses.   In  we  have  only  mom  lor  a  passage  in  tJm 


tical  hints  n  latintf  t«  his  processes.    In  we  have  only 

the  Ijp^t  plarf  ,  he  says  we  should  never  summing  up. 

neglect  to  puivcrisee  the  watch-glass  "  An  examiuation  of  all  Uie  circum* 

when  we  have  to  deal  with  very  small  atancea  attending  this  affair  shews  thai 

quantities  of  sus{>ected  matter,  for  we  H.  Taidif  was  not  the  snthar  of  the 

may  not  h,  ^4}n■r\\\^  aMe  to  detacli  tlie  wounds  on  himself — 1,  beenuscfrom  the 

whule  of  the  ^ul]dlun  t.    .Viid  atrain,  in  situation  and  direction  uf  the  wounds, 

heatinif  the  mixture  iu  the  watch-glass,  it  should  have  been  the  left  hand  with 

we  must  take  cane  not  to  apply  too  great  which  they  were  infiicted,  whilst  the 

a  heat,  lest  the  sulpburet  W  Volatilized  left  forearm  of  XL  T.  was  evidently  em- 

or  decomposed  hv  the  pot.iss,  and  the  ployeil  in  j»arr\'ing,  and  was  wounded 

metal  thus e.^ca|)€  into  the  atuuisphere  in  in  the  same  mamier  as  his  body:  2,  it  ia 

the  form  of  vapours.    l  iuallj',  m  order  not  reasonable  to  conclude  that  the  righi 

to  eeonoraize  the  arsenic  in  the  test  tuhe,  hand  held  the  cutting  instrument,  for 

he  reconimrnd<;  that,  upon  introducing  the  wounds  all  came  li«m  the  left  siila 

the  powder,   v,  r  siiuuld  <lraw  out  tl»e  of  the  sufferer. 

upper  extremity  of  the  tube  over  a  lamp,  My  general  iulcrt  uce  in  ihiU  there 

Ine  volatilised  anenie  is  to  he  ooUected  waa  hcse  no  sdeide,  attempt  al  Mudde^ 

in  the  siender  part  of  the  tube,  farthest  Or  pretendetl  attempt  to  cemniit  thai 

muoved  from  the  heat  which  is  applied*  crime.    M.  Xanlif  waa  wounded  hp 
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fiber  bandft  iLan  his  own.    lib  atta$ii' 
mtiou  was  aUeiUj^t^.*' 
Bvft  me  of  tfce  most  prominent  va- 

1^  in  the  pre«ciit  number  of  the  An- 
ftrf^t^  it  tke  micdico'legal  inquirj  iiiio 

ijain  fTnuiMi    Tirr  /  Powmmgmnd 

Murder 

Tli«;-   li«  atl        tlie  luurderetl  Ramos 
vm»  AmumI  iii  the  Seine,  hl«  legs  in  ano* 
Air  part  of  tbi  mer,  and  his  trunk  in 
tbe  sewer   of  one   of    the   streets  in 
Faril.    The   medical  })ait  of  tlie  iii- 
loirv  relatiTe  to  the  appalling  crime 
%luch  led  to  iStm  mutilatloii,  wu 
iMtod  bj  MM.  Cbevallier  and  Boys  de 
tMj.    An  exceedingly  minute  (k  tail 
i«  jiTf^n       these  gentlemen  reg^aniing" 
exterior  of  the  bodj,  in  the  fir»t 
nW.   The  bead,  tnrok,  aad  Inr- 
■r  been  put  tngetber,  thekngtb  of  the 
aojectwas  ineasnred  :  the  ag-e  was  eal- 
rjl.t'  d   from  the  ajipearance,  and  put 
«oim  at  from  30  to  35.    The  features, 
k  Kfwi,  Mkated  no  Tinleiiee  pnvioos 
t»  death.    Certain  moles,  <kc.  together 
with  the  age,  hei^'^ht,  ascertained 
ibe  idt  ntitr.    The  mode  in  which  the 
tmncatiini  (»f  tlie  members  was  effected, 
w  WXj  detailed,  and  it  is  obamed  that 
AemcbioBS  for  the  purpose  were  made 
rerr  <^onti  after  death,  and  bj  a  prac- 
tiseid  hand. 

A  most  accurate  autopsy  was  held  on 
Ifce  mmiss  on  tbe  2d  September,  when 
tbe  fi>Il<»wing  conclusions  were  arrived 
at: — 1.  Tiiat  Ramus  did  not  die  a  na- 
tural death ;  that,  in  fact,  he  bad  not 
laboiired  under  any  disease,  such  as 
apipKxy,  aneurism,  ^c.  terminating 
Irtallj.    %  That  his  death  was  from 
bmnorrhage,  his  throat  having  hcen 
eat.    3.  That  the  mutilations  of  tlie 
lunba  and  trunk  were  effiwted  aoon  alter 
toub.    4.  That  tbe  deeeaaed  duriuff 
ibe  murderous  act  was  nearly  incapable 
»f  resistance,  in  a  state  of  drunkenness 
Of  narcotism.    5.  That  his  death  oc- 
eorred  about  three  hours  after  food  bad 
been  taken  Into  the  stomach.    6.  That 
Ibor  days  at  least  had  t'la]»-^rrl  since  the 
murder.    7.  That  the  niiitilutions  were 
effected  witli  a  butcher's  or  a  kitcbcu 
k^fe.  8.  That  it  was  impoasible  to  sa^ 
exactly  how  long  tbe  parU  of  the  dead 
^odv  %v(>rr  in  the  water. 

The  eouelnsions  of  M.  Chevallier  on 
tbe  c(»utenu  of  Utc  stomach  and  iutcs- 
tinea  were— 1st,  that  the  presence  of  al> 
eiM  and  bydrocyairie  acid  amonfi^ 
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them  was  ascertained;  but  3d,  that  it 
conld  not  be  positiTelj  said  that  the  sot* 
ritnons  or  acid  subatanee  mi;^'lit  not  wb 
the  prodiirt  f>f  fermentation  in  the  sto- 
marli  ihirinjf  the  six  or  seven  days  that 
had  elapsed  since  death ;  and  3cl,  that 
there  was  no  eridence  of  oth(*r  poison- 
ous  matter  present  in  the  body. 

It  i'^  nrt  iiitt^rrsliii",'"  ;in<l  ni't>t  Irnpnr- 
tant  jxiint  Uiat  traces  of  hydnjc^anie 
acid  were  thus  detected  in  tLc  cout*  ni'» 
of  the  Btomaeh  seren  days  after  the  pui- 
son  was  administered;  for  that  it  wm 
a(lmini>ii(  n  <f ,    «^nhst  »|UtMit  itifonnation 

Sut  beyond  a  doubt.  Three  Hceks  after 
\t  medico-legal  reports  were  given  iu, 
tbe  murderer  was  ascertained ;  he  was 
arrested  on  the  8th  of  October,  having 
thrown  himself  in  tlie  way  of  the  polire 
h\  returning  to  Paris,  when  he  heard 
that  his  son,  who  was  an  apprentice  to 
an  apothecary,  had  been  taken  into  cos- 
tody.  He  confessed  his  crime  after 
some  li.  sitation  ;  and  it  came  out  that, 
befon'  cutting  his  victim  in  pieces,  he 
made  hhn  swallow  a  mixture  of  brandy 
and  prussic  acid.  Tbe  criminal  was 
tried  HI  January  last,  on  a  capital  charge 
of pois^)uing^,  min-'liT,  and  robbery;  be 
was  found  guilty  and  executed. 

There  are  several  other  medioo-legal, 
as  well  as  hygienic,  articles,  in  the  ])i  e. 
sent  number,  whii  li  we  ha^e  no  ddiilil 
wmdd  prnvr  intirestin;^  to  mir  readers; 
but  we  must  defer  our  notice  of  them 
untii  another  oppoituntlj. 

Graphic  Illustrations  of  Abortion  and 
the  Diseases  of  MonMimation ;  ke.  Sfc* 
By  A.  B.  Granville,  M.D.  F.ILS. 

F.L.S.  F.G.S.  F.R,S.  &c.  Vc.  4to, 

TiiiH  ix  really  a  splendid  volume,  and 
one  which  in  an  especial  manner  de- 
lerres  tbe  patronage  of  the  profession. 
Tbe  plates  ate  beaottftillj  executed: 

some  of  tfinn  ^superior,  as  speeimcns  ol 
art,  to  ari\  thing  which  has  hitherto  ap- 
peared m  this  country.  The  work  bus 
oeen  printed  on  the  author^a  own  ac. 
count,  and  is  sold  at  what  cannot 
be  a  n-Trmnerntinij"  price,  espef  ltllv  as 
theniunber  of  iinj)reN>-!(»ns  is  verj  iinnled. 
\Vc  decline  entering  at  present  «u  any 
notice  of  tbe  text,  because  it  is  rerj 
brief,  and  because  die  author  announcea 
the  innnediate  appearance  of  an  oetavo 
vuluuie,  in  which  liis  views  are  more  fuliy 
discussed.  As  we  have  been  iuider  the 
necessity  of  differingmucband  frequently 
from  Dr.  Ghnmrille,  it  aftbrds  vs  plea* 


L.iyuk.L.^  Ly  Google 


TBB  Q0WBR-8TREET  rjZBTUDIKjtBIffM* 


sure  on  this  occasion  to  speak  in  terms 
uf  unmiuglcd  coinmcndalioii,  and  we 
shall  ffiw  to  bis  opinions,  when  ihey 
come  Mfore  us,  our  best  attentimi  and 
noat  impartial  oonuderation. 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

Smiwrday,  Muy  Oft,  1833. 

'*  Licet  omnibuK,  Ucct  eUam  mibi,  digoltatca 
Mtdtem  tneri  t  poUaMi  modo  Tentcodl  la 
pvUlciui  tit,  dlMBdl  pttlcttliMi  OOD  rrcuso." 

THE  GOWER  STREET  VALETU- 
DINARIUM. 

Our  attention  has  been  directed  bv  a 
oorrcspondeTit  to  a  series  of  laudatory  ar- 
ticles on  the  Gower-strect  School,  which 
have  appeared  in  the  7'iwMduring'thelast 
month.    It  does,  as  he  observes,  seem 
rather  extraordinary  that  10  many  spe- 
cimens of  the  puflT  direct,  oolluaire,  and 
oblique,  sboold  baTeheendnu  snddenlj 
indicted,  particularly  when  we  consider 
the  Teiy  unceremonious  manner  in 
which  tdmilar  notices  were  last  year  re- 
jected as    adfCftiseaients."  The  ex- 
planation, however,  ia  very  simple,  and 
consists  in  the  fact  that  one  individual, 
wbo  has  lately  taken  up  the  cause,  is  a. 
fiiend  of  the  editor,  and  a  frequent  con- 
tiibutor  to  the  paper,  being  well-ioiown 
as  the  author  of  certoin  articles  on  de- 
rical  matteri.  Now  we  have  no  doubt  of 
the  party  in  question — we  mean  the 
Editor^ba?ing  been  led  to  believe,  that 
In  giving  admission  to  these  paragraphs, 
be  was  supporting  a  laudable  public  ob- 
ject, instead  of  a  privato  speculation^ 
Such  we  believe  to  be  tbe  unravelling 
of  tbe  mystery  which  has  perplexed  our 
oorrespondent,  and  may  possibly  have 
somewhat  puzzled  others  as  to  its  im- 
Qiediate  cause,  altbougb  the  thing  has 
been  too  mueb  overdone  not  to  !>.  nttri- 
buted  to  privato  influence  by  all  who 
happen  to  have  noticed  it — even  if  the 
gentleman  alluded  to  bad  been  lew 


coniniunicative  reg-ardiug  his  influenee 

 ,  the  Rcfiacteitr  ett  chef. 

But  this  leails  us  to  anr^ther  instince 
in  which  the  zeal  of  the  partisan  ha* 
greatly  outrun  his  discretion.    The  cler- 
gyman who  has  taken  so  active  a  part, 
both  directly  and  indirectly,  on  ihis  oc- 
casion, and  who  otHciated  at  tii(  opcTi- 
ing"    of    the    hospital,    because  Dr. 
Moore,  the  rt  ctor  of  the  parish,  was 
"  indisposed,  — he,  ue  say,  in  that  so- 
lemn place  where  all  huliow  pretence* 
arc  supposed  to  Ih>  laid  aside,  was  inju- 
dicious enouy^h  tu  rejirescnt,  as  an  act 
of  disinterestedness  atid  llberalitv  on 
th<L  part  of  the  medical  ]indessors,  the 
resin;^natiuu  of  a  lar^e  amount  of  juipils* 
fees  fof  hospital  attendance.    Now  it  \% 
apparent  to  every  man  u  hose  intellect  is 
above  the  grade    of   imbecility,  that, 
by  the  act  in  question,  they  resign  no- 
thing— sacrifice   nothing*— hazard  no- 
thing. Tbereareatprcscntnofundsof  any 
bind  by  which  to  support  tbe  hospital,, 
supposing  it  buflt  and  furoisbed ;  but  it 
is  thought  that  a  p06sibt]ity--a  chance, 
however  slender,  may  exist,  of  getting 
it  opened,  by  giving  up  tbe  fees  of  the 
pupils,  should  any  enter.  The  state  of 
the  argument,  as  regards  tbe  Professors, 
is  this : — **  It  is  quite  impossible  for  us 
to  make  a  beginning  of  this  hospital^ 
unless  we  agree  to  give  up  tbe  fees; 
but  we  can  get  tbis  represented  as  u 
very  handsome  and  liberal  tiling  on 
our  part,  and  if  it  can  be  thus  set 
a  going,  each  of  us  will  receive  an 
additional  fee  from  every  pupil  whom 
tbe  hospital  attracts,  because  be  will 
also  enter  to  our  lectures."  Now  thui 
ia  all  very  fiur  reasoning,  according 
to  tbe  ordiaaiy  rulea  of  worldly  wis* 
dom;  but  when  it  is  blazoned  in  tbe 
papm  and  journals  of  the  day,  as  an 
instance  of  liberality — and,  above  all, 
when  tbis  calculation  (>f  cfaancea  is  held 
up  to  a  congregation  in  a  place  of 
worship,  as  emanating  from  motives 
which  call  for  the  commendation  of  a 
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christian  minister, — it  becomes  offensive 
aud  disgusting, — it  is  repugnant  to  all 
good  taste,  and  violates  every  no- 
don  of  propriety  and  candour. 

The  tnitb  ii,  tbat  the  Couiidl  o#  die 
liOodMi  Univernty  are  thought  by  die 
YtoStmooM  to  have  spoken  aomewbat  too 
plainJy  as  to  the  real  state  of  die  iasd* 
tetBon;  and  as  the  latter  gentlemen 
have  now  become,  m  a  manner^  die 
jcnters  of  the  school,  they  are  reaoUed 
not  to  fall  into  a  simUar  mistake.  Be- 
aidce^  they  have  not  lost  sight  of  the 
fidij  qoestidn  lately  put  to  them  in 
the  ImcH:  '*  do  men  of  business  who 
are  destroos  of  making  a  push  to  im* 
proTO  their  cireumstaaces,  represent 
ihemsdTes  as  insolvent?'*    The  hint, 
it  b  clear,  has  not  been  dirown  away. 

At  present  the  affair  stands  dius. 
The  Conaci],  finding  diat  all  die  money 
originally  snbacribed  has  been  expend- 
ed, and  a  considerable  and  inereasmg 
debt  accumulated,  dedare  in  their  re- 
port, that  in  order  to  enable  the  institu- 
tion to  be  carried  on,  '*  sn  increase  in 
Its  funds,  of  not  less  than  a  thousand 
a-year,  is  ettmttimL**  The  preprietors 
generally  seem  to  have  made  up  their 
miiuls  pretty  wdl  to  the  result,  and  are 
evidently  not  at  all  disposed  to  come 
lorward  with  this  or  any  ot})er  sum  ;  and 
the  circumstance  of  the  shares  having 
Cdieo  in  the  market  from  100/.  to  25/. 
•hewo  pretty  clearly  the  anticipations 
entertained  of  the  future  pmsperity  of 
the  concern. 

But  the  Fhifessors,  and  especially 
those  of  the  medical  department,  arerery 
diflerendy  situated,  because  they  derire 
an  income  from  the  establisluncnt,  as 
long  as  it  can  be  kept  together,  what- 
ever  may  become  of  the  proprietary. 
Accordingly  they  are  rery  naturally 
maldng  a  great  effort  to  go  on  at  all 
hasards,andin  order  tosecure  til  is  for  the 
present,  have  become  bound  for  the  ex- 
penses of  the  next  year.  But  inasmuch 
as  -the  number  of  pupils  which  has 


hitherto  heen  collected,  supposing  it  to 
remain  undiminished,  is  not  sufficient  to 
answer  the  purpose,  they  are  resolved  to 
adopt  Wakley*s  advice,  and  make  « 
jNuA  .—in  this  push  originates  the  hoe- 
pitaL 

We  stated  our  belief  that  this  scheme 
would  not  be  carried  into  effect ;  and  as 
we  were  mistsken  in  this,  inasmuch  as 
the  first  stone  has  actually  been  laid, 
we  hasten  to  put  our  readers  in  posses- 
sion of  the  fact  We  were  induced 
to  imagine  that  they  who  had  not 
deemed  168,882/.  lOt.  too  laige  a  sum 
to  be  spent  on  lecture-rooms  and  fingadesi 
would  esteem  4000/.  somewhat  scanty 
Ibr  die  erection  and  endowment  of  an 
hospital;  and  had  the  matter  rested 
with  the  Council,  probably  such  had 
been  the  case,  for  in  their  report  thej 
speak  of  it  merely  as  a  speculation,  and 
admit  the  great  risk  and  difficulty  at> 
tending  it. 

But  it  is  evident  that  the  Professorsi 
for  the  reasons  above  alluded  to,  are 
very  differently  circumstanced:  it  is 
"  tuck  or  nothing*^  -with  them,,  and  Me* 
cordingly,  despising  all  ordinary  modes 
of  calculation,  tbey  have  already  be- 
gun the  hospital  v^we  have  seen  the 
foundation,  and  can  votich  for  it. 
Nay,  lest  there  should  exist  any 
doubt  as  to  the  purpose  of  the  build- 
ing (for,  from  its  diaensionH,  this  is 
a  very  possible  occurrence),  a  tablet 
has  been  enn;-raved,  on  which  it  is 
cxpres>Iy  declared  to  he  the  Valetudi- 
narium  of  the  London  Universitv*^ 

*  W«  Iwvc  Xtttof  oedetd  tht  tc|*  witleh  1« 

abrond  for  atriklng name*— Biich  an  Emporium  fur 
a  broker^sthop,  Lactariuin  for  a  dairy,  Ve^tiHriuiu 
for  a  tuilor'a,  Seminary  for  a  iadieu'  school, 
L'niverttity  for  a  youu({  gientleinen*«,  ^c. ;  but  we 
mtt^t  coiifeKs  we  were  not  prepared  tor  the  novelty 
•r  atyliog  tb*  OowecStrtct  HoapiUl  (tbat  to  to 
b«)  m  VaMmdtmarifm,  Hav*  wtenftwideratoodL 
the  object  of  tbe  propoved  erection,  or  have  the 
coratori  of  tbe  work  committed  a  minnomer,  in 
u»Sng  a  word  uf  doubtful  misiDirg  to  (l<'MkM>.ile 
iLeir  hovpltol  ?  In  the  only  paoHage  where  C  elHiia 
uses  it  \qvi  ampta  tftUetudinaria  mi/riwnl,)  i( 
clearly  Implies  a  place  iu  which  sl«ves  or  cattle 
were  kept  la  tgooA  coodltlOD  for  the  nvtett  tad 
though  it  U  found  In  one  or  two  writem  of  the  iron 
age  of  latlnlty,  not  one  author  of  any  note  hat  erec 
used  it  fyi  wlut  wt  call  an  hoi^tal.  Whaa  % 
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Now  it  is  quite  clear  Lhat  gentle- 
men rentin"*"  u  iluatie,  inuv,  in  the 
furtheranee  of  their  objects,  build  a 
••Valetudinarium,"  or  any  things  else, 
on  their  own  responsibility,  which  they 
ibink  likely  to  prove  attractive;  but 
when  the  public  are  called  upon  to 
•oatribttte  to  it,  as  to  a  diarilabb 
purpoae-^whon  a  oeitaio  portion  of 
the  prew  ia  ayatematieally  engaged 
In  aiding  the  deception  —  when  the 
pulpit  itaelf  ia  made  use  of  in  hj- 
perbolieal  commendations,  and  in  at- 
tributing liberali^  and  disinterested- 
nets  to  those  whose  benerolence  con- 
sists in  calcttlating  what  will  bring 
them  in  the  greatest  amount  of  pounds^ 
shillings,  and  pence*- then  it  is  tine 
that  the  nahed  truth  should  be  laid; 
and  in  our  iMigos,  if  in  none  other, 
shall  it  be  ie€orded-*diat  the  Noflh 
London  Hospital  is  a  job,  and  the 
alleged  disinteiestedness  in  giving  up 
the  pupils'  fees,  mere  hjpocrisj  and 
humbug. 

We  say,  then,  that  dib  same  Vale- 
tudinarium  is  a  private  speculation, 
with  which  the  interests  of  the  pub- 
lic hare  nothing  to  do it  is  the  offset 
of  a  schooljinwhicb  the  object  of  iniprov. 
ing  their  finances  is  hid  under  the  cloak 
of  charity;  and  the  real  purpose  of  af^ 
fonling-  a  lure  to  pupils,  is  to  be  accom- 
plished under  the  pretext  of  relieving 
the  poor.  The  hospital,  too,  is  in  a 
part  of  the  towu  which  does  not  re> 
quire  it,  beinir  in  the  immediate  vici. 
nily  of  the  Middlesex;  one  already 
complete,  yet  all  the  wards  of  which 
cm  scarcely  be  kept  open  even  now, 
so  that  we  are  told,  b}'  their  advertise- 
ments, souic  of  tbeni  must  be  closed,  if 
any  portion  of  the  income  be  abstract- 


tiAme  was  waated  for  ouch  a  place  In  Juntinlan'a 
UiB«— a  plaee  in  wUeh  (Ummm  were  to  be  cured 
— NMoeomliim  ««•  the  term  adopted,  and  this 
has  been  the  ordfnary  or  ttie  vulgar  word  fbr  It 

ever  since.  Rut  \X  would  not  do  for  "  tlio  I'ltivt  r- 
jiity"  of  Cower  Street :  their  bonpital  In  to  be  a 

Val.  tii(l:iiariiim}  wsA       Ul«y  IWTV ChllStcntd  tt, 

•Q  Irt  it  be  catJcdt 


ed.     Nay,  the  new  building-  is  not 
even   required   for  the   pupils,  inas- 
much as  the  Middlesex    Hospital  is 
so  near,    that    the    Cuuucil    uf  the 
University  offered,  under  certain  con- 
ditions,  to  consider  it  as  connected  with 
their  school.   An  hospital  may,  indeed, 
he  required  in  the  northern  part  of  Ae 
metropolis,   towixda    Islington,  hut 
fiur  Iroin  ita  present  site;   an4  it 
ought  to  be  .on  a  large  sea]e,**^Boit 
gauged  by  the  regulatioBS  of  the  Col- 
lege of  Surgeons  and  SoeietT-of  Apotte- 
eariea.  An  undertaking  not  fuquirsd  to 
aervo  some  priTsle  and  temporary  pur- 
pose is  neirer  hnmed  on  in  the  inde- 
cent manner  in  which  this  has  been, 
Qor  its  ultimate  success  brought  into 
desporate  hasaid,  except  to  secure  some 
olyeet  hj-  its  immediate  though  but  no- 
minal existence;  for,  be  it  Nmembcfed, 
that  eren  the  have  waUs,  dtminutiTe  as 
is  their  acale,  cannot  be  raised  with  the 
present  lunds-  setting  aside,  for  the 
moment,  the  eipenae  of  furnishing,  and 
the  want  of  any  income.  Bntthisisnol 
the  first  instance  of  an  attenqM  of  this  na- 
ture :  thoBoyal  Western  Hospital,  as  it 
was  pompously  called,  was,  like  the  pre- 
sent undertaking,  one  originating  in  a 
private  speculation  ;  and  it  aAer  a  year 
or  two  waa  insolvent,  those  who  had 
become  Governors  being  inndred  in 
great  trouble  and  litigation.  In  censr- 
quenct  ^  beimg  muwmrtthlt  fir  it$ 
debti. 

Even  suppose  that  50002.  woe  Rady 
for  the  Oower- Street  project,  what 
would  tliat  do  for  the  projectors  ?  The 
Charing-Cross  Hospital,  the  smallest  at 

present  in  Londoir,  for  its  bare  walls 
co.^t  double  this  smth.  But  here  is  the 
Vuletudinarium  \^  iih  not  even  half  This 
clearly  shews  that  the  public  have 
taken  no  kiiul  of  interest  in  the  mat- 
ter; the  niH?i(  v  e<illi  (  led  has  been 
ehiefly  ohtaiiKd  in  (lunalions  from  those 
immcdiatelv  aud  personally  intcrc:>tcd 
in  the  uudcrtaioDg,  and  by  the  appro. 
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prmtion  of  a  sum  of  moiioy  collottetl 
l»v    othfT   |H  r^'>H^,  and  f^»r  a  totally 
tliff»;n.-nt  j)ur|i(ist — nauK  1\ ,  [h:il  of  buy- 
ing pldto  fur  thv  late  (inri  n  C  aroline — 
a  procwtling-  ol  vvhicli  we  jicarceiy  know 
how  to  speak  in  adequate  terras.  That 
Mr.  Huuje,  and  a  few  othera,  who  are 
nbajrcljoldcr^   in    tlic    Lnivcrsitv,  and 
were  ctincenicd  in  the  subscription  m 
qwistion,  have  consented  to  this  we  are 
credibly  infonned ;  nay,  the  Times  (May 
7tb)  itttes  that  Ibe  ktitr  gentleman, 
wko  it  appears  was  taMMrer,  has  writ- 
ten to  •anomiee  tlie  tui  of  the  donstion, 
and  adds,  that  one  of  the  wards  is  to  be 
eaOed  after  ber  late  Mqestj.  We  can 
aeareelj,  howerery  tbtnlL  tbata  frw  indi- 
viiaak,  ae  peoaliarlj  sitiialed  with  re- 
gard to  the  Unirersity,  would  Tenture 
on  aucb  a  step,  without  the  coneurrence 
of  the  iMities  froas  whose  pockets  the 
amant  was  exftaoled,  becanae  any  one 
pi  these  iDigbt  take  legal  measures 
agaiiKt  the  parties  so  appropriatiog  the 
proceeda.  We  prssiune^  therefore,  that 
the  asnomiceiiieiit  is  only  intendNsd  as 
a  feeler,  in  order  to  aseertain  bow 
far  tbey  may  Tonturs  to  go.  But 
i£  iL  be  true,  then  we  think  it  was 
most  ankind  towards  Mr.  Hiine,  that 
any  other  than  he  should  have  been  ap- 
pointed tn  lay  the  foundattou  of  the 
hospiul ;  and  we  trust  that  another  ex- 
btbition  wiU  be  got  up  oa  laying  the 
limt  Tttonc  in    Queen  Caroline  ward,** 
in  ortler  to  commemorate  so  singidar  an 
act  of  liberality ! 

The  paper  above  alluded  to  alw  in- 
forms us  that  the  medical  school  "  bids 
fair  to  be  placed  beyond  the  reach  of 
detraction,  or  tlie  necessity  of  praise." 
Of  course  all  arc  refcarded  as  eniphn  ing" 
"  detraetiou"  who  do  not  bolster  it  up 
tbrong'h  thick  and  thin;  and  we,  who 
are  nc  iiher  blinded  by  love  nor  fear, 
\Wn>  Will  not  be  Inxiii Nv inked,  but 
v*^n»  [  hrinv^.  in  (j<  riounce  humliug  w her- 
pv«r  «e  meet  with  it — we,  who  have 
watched  the  progress  of  thi^  school, 
and  noted  its  measureless  pretensions, 


its  absurd  and  jnost  ^'^rouudless  claims 
of  superiority,  a-s  well  as  the  over- 
wceiiiuji'  eoiiceit  and  illiberal  and  un- 
fair deterioration  of  ulhcrs,  adopted  hy 
some  of  its  members — we,  of  eom-se, 
will  be  set  down  in  the  list  of 
**  detractors."  But  observe,  they  who 
use  this  lang'uag'c  admit  thai  it  not  yet 
removed  abore  the  "  necessity  of  praise^* 
and  in  this  tueernhft  and  in  the  deter- 
mination to  muke  a  pushf"  is  to  be 
found  the  ouly  rational  explanatkm  of 
the  system  wbioh  has  been  adopted. 

The  Ttmef,  whiob,  next  to  the  iMn- 
eetf  is  the  best  authority  on  such  mat- 
ters, informs  us  that  they  expect  to 
raise  lOOOl.  by  fees;  so  that,  after  all, 
they  have,  at  the  lowest  possible  compu> 
tation,  to  procure  20001.  per  annum  in 
addition  before  the  Fa/eitidtfiarwflt  can 
be  maintained.  But  we  beg  pardon:  one 
account  states  that  the  ftea  are  to  sup- 
port the  institution:  tlO  beds  for  a 
thousand  pounds^aometbing  under  ten 
pounds  per  man :  we  should  like  to  see 
the  diet  Uble! 

STATISTICS  OF  THE  DEAF  AND 
DUMB. 

France,  with  its  32  millions  of  inhabi- 
tants,  contains  90,109  deaf  and  dumb ; 

that  is  hi  say,  one  in  every  1586  of  die 
ovulation.  In  Ritssia  the  returns  pTc 
in  1548;  the  United  States  of  .Vine- 
rica,  1  in  1556;  for  all  Europe  the  pro- 
portion is  as  hi^h  as  1  in  1637.  With 
reg-ard  to  the  education  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb,  it  appears  that  on  an  avernfro 
thnmghout  the  whole  of  the  civilized 
globe,  not  above  1  in  24  have  the  meaus 
of  fttstroetion ;  in  France,  however,  the 
proportion  educated  is  1  in  every  4.  We 
take  these  facts  from  the  third  rircnlar 
of  the  Itistitut  voyul  (ies  iSonrds-muftt 
de  Purity  sent  to  all  the  establishments 
for  the  deaf  and  dumb  in  Europe,  Aria, 
and  America. 

DECOKdUS  DOINGS  OF  THE 
CONCOUR8. 
Strange  to  say,  the  farce  oi  tiie  Con- 
eours  for  the  chair  of  Cltaifae  tnlemt 
is  still  going  on  in  Paris ;  but  the  can- 
rlidates  who  have  not  thrown  up  their 
parU,  are  ouly  amusing  themselves, 
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wlien  it  comes  to  the»  turn  to  gire  a 

lecture— in  lectiiriug-  their  judges,  and 
.M^ti'^ing"  them  to  th<>ir  i'-wt-^  \f.  Gi- 
bert  gave  a  iccon  euerffitfue  oi  this  sort 
last  week,  ana  was  listened  to  with  sur- 

Cnmng  patience.  When  M.  Sandru, 
owerer,  another  hopeful  concurrent, 
attempted  to  follow  his  example,  he  was 
called  three  several  times  to  order  hy 
the  president,  but  to  no  purpose :  the 
proceedings  had  to  be  abruptly  ad- 
journed, amid  vollies  of  liiMes  from  the 
spectalmrft! 


CHARACTER  OF  THE  LATE  m, 
BABINQTON. 

[Dr.  Bright,  on  commencing-  his  lee 
turcs  at  the  C(»n('<>-o  of'Physit  ians,  which 
had  been  posipoiied  in  cun^crjiu  uce  of 
the  death  of  Dr.  Babiiigton,  premised 
them  with  the  follovring^  eulogy  on  the 
deceased.] 

I  feel  that  an  apology  may  b  v  mmo  ho 
thought  requisite  fortbr  alteration  w  hirb 
has  taken  place,  on  niy  aceoinit,  in  the 
customary  on\vr  of  delivering  lectures 
before  thcCoUege,  and  yet,  to  the  Pre- 
sident, I  need  scarcely  apologize ;  for, 
with  a  kind  consideration  wbi(  b  lias  over 
Jnarked  bis  eliaracter,  be  readily,  and 
almost  unasked,  yielded  to  the  arrange* 
ment  which  was  made,  Irom  the  respect 
which  I  pectdiaily  owed  to  the  memory 
of  the  late  rcneriiblr  Br.  Babinirfon  : 
the  last  effort  ol  \vliusc  lile  wa>  spent 
in  the  service  of  this  College  —  for 
whose  virtues  we  all  feel  eqnal  admira- 
tion, and  for  whose  loss  we  all  feel 
equal  sorrow  ;  for  j»erfcct  r«'rjTet  and 
perfect  aduiiratiun  admit  not  of  degrees. 

Sharers,  then,  as  we  all  are  in  a  sense 
of  privation,  I  scared j  venture  to  speak 
one  word  upon  a  subject  ofsucb  niint;led 
painful  and  yratily injjf  reHectirtn,  nnl 
yet  am  I  uuwiiiing'  to  forego  tiii^  up- 
portimtty  of  directing  the  attention  of 
my  associates  towards  that  pattern  of 
virtue  wliieb  lins  passed  away. 

It  wouM,  indeed,  be  wrong  to  speak 
of  one  or  of  another  as  presenting  tlie 
^nest  picture  of  a  physician:  men  are 
formed  in  different  moulds — each  may 
be  excellent  in  his  kind  ;  and  it  wonld 
be  absurd  in  any  of  us  to  attempt  a  ser- 
vile  imitation  of  oue  individual,  how- 
ever  perfect  in  our  estimation.  The  laws 
of  nature  oppose  the  unnatural  substi- 
tulion;  but  it  will  do  us  all  good  to  rest 


our  thoughts  upon  perfeotidBM  whldt 

may  thus  beoome  engrafted  on  our  own 

characters,  and  amalframated  ins<  ri^ihlv 
with  our  own  dispositions;  nri  I  a^^  ihc 
asi>iring  artist  wearies  not  in  the  study 
of  the  acknowledged  masters  of  his  art, 
so  will  the  wise  man  seek  consuntlj  to 
impress  upon  his  mind  the  prominent 
virtues  of  those  whom  he  would  imitate. 

Would  that  I  were  able  to  dei>ict  the 
virtues  of  our  departed  friend  3  hemefy 
do  I  feel  myseir  worthy  to  attempt  the 
task ;  be(  uise  I  know  that  my  words  arc 
inadec^uate  to  expresif  aud  I  /ear  lest 
my  mmd  ahonld  he  maUe  to  graip,  one 
half  his  exoellenoe. 

Tlis  was  Asweet  simplicity  of  manner, 
which  gave  a  moral  grace  to  every  ac- 
tion of  bis  life — his  &  profound  htmiUt^ 
of  mind^  so  mYhed,  that,  while  dHm- 
sands  sought  his  aid  as  a  pearl  of  inesti- 
mable price,  he  ever  seemed  UBOonscionn* 
of  his  own  pre-eminence. 

His  was  a  power  of  self-control  tlic 
most  praiseworthy;  readily,  and  what 
is  far  move,  consistently,  thioogh  • 
long"  life,  n  jectin*/  all  the  allurements 
which  the  dcligiits  of  the  country,  and 
even  the  cbHim^  wliieh  science  itself 
held  out  to  hvinnoeeittand  ardent  mind, 
because  he  felt  the  dn^  of  industrious 
perseverance. 

His  was  a  Judgment  the  most  correct. 
His  was  a  benevolence  of  hearty  suck 
as  fow  have  witnessed — an  instinctive 
dread  of  indicting  pain,  a  delight  in 
doing  good  He  had  so  trained  his 
mind  to  kindness,  that  a  quick  answer 
or  an  ill-tempered  word  waa  never  heard 
to  escape  his  lips.  Sorrow  always  found 
sympathy  in  his  breast, — bis  band  was 
ever  open  to  relieve, — aud  the  registerof 
heaven  alone  contains  his  daily  Aota  of 
professional  charity. 

His  was  m  patient^  pious  resiijnation, 
to  tlie  w  ill  01  God  ;  bir  Ood  afflicts  the 
tijiriiifbt  man,  and  (lifl  nmst  deeply  afQict 
him  :  but  he  muruuucU  not,  aud  suf- 
fered not  the  rankling  sorrows  of  hia 
heart  to  intenrupt  his  charitable  course. 

His  was  parental  a^ertiov^  most 
deep,  most  ardent,  most  judicious,  most 
eiidurisg.  Years  of  scparaiion  dimi- 
nished not  the  sacred  leelin^*'even  the 
death  of  his  children  seemea  not  to  sever 
bis  communion  with  tb»  !o  :  ?tnd  bl«j  al- 
most unconscious  W(»rds  i[)ctrayed  that 
the  la.st  bauds  which  held  him  to  the 
earth  were  the  delightful  contempla^ 
tions  of  the  excellence  of  those  who  sur- 
vived him. 
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His  was  a  strong  perception  und  an 
acfuratt  appreciation  of  virtm  and  0/ 
vice  i  bill  Ins  estiniato  of  i  linracter  was 
alwajs  teni]>f^rt  fl  by  Christian  forbear- 
ance :  free  tu  praise  tbe  sooiX  uualities 
of  otlien,  be  ccnaiiMd  tlieir  laiilla  m  if 
\ic  »>poke  under  tbe  combined  impteMion 
that  the  failing  of  h'ftMauity  are  venial, 
and  that  his  own  iudgiueut  might  per- 
cbanoe  be  warped  by  tome  crroneom 
view. 

T?i<  u  ns  ft  rheerfitl  mind  and  n  mo«t 
d*:iii^kUul  convene:  he  justly  estimated 
die  valoe  of  social  inteieourae,  and  en. 
joved  it  as  a  blrssinjf  sweetening  the 
toils  "f"  li!"'-.  .111(1  incTcn^iuy  tho  kindly 
ties  w  hich  cunuect  us  with  our  lellow- 
crestures. 

Ready  t»  communicate  knowledge  to 
those  who  sought  it,  he  was  plcusid  to 
receive  information  from  others,  seek- 
in^^  it  occasionally  by  exertions  which 
■carcely  seemed  comuatible  with  ids 
arduous  arocaiioiis  and  bis  advancing 
yean*. 

Add  to  all  this  an  admiraUe  shiii  m 
Am  profnn&m^  Ibunded  on  aeience,  sup- 
p(»t<^  by  a  great  natural  sagaci^  and 

power  obsor^  :iti(tn,  bich  are  acknow- 
Icdged  to  have  rendered  him  inferior  to 
no  man  tbat  ever  lived  in  discerning 
and  ill  treating  disease. 

A  lan^r  |»rtriion  of  bis  time,  in  tbe 
earlier  part  ul  bus  career,  was  devoted  to 
tbe  acquirement  and  diHusion  of  scien- 
tifie  knowled^  connected  with  our  pro. 
fi-TWiion  ;  and  f<»r  many  yea r>  his  lectures 
on  cheiuiKtry,  and  afterwards  on  tbe 
racticc  of  medicine,  delivered  at  Guy'i» 
capital,  ebarmed  by  tbehr  simplicity, 
while  they  bore  the  indelible  stamp  of 
ibai  corTwtnes^i  «>f  jiub^Tnent  which  en- 
hanced tbe  value  ut  the  extensive  in- 
fermation  he  possessed.  His  was  not  a 
mind  to  )>e  blinded  by  prejudice,  or  to 
St ^huT^  iu  the  pursuit  of  science;  and 
ii  liu  mure  urgent  and  active  occupa- 
tions nierented  bim  from  entering  on 
the  field  of  original  discovery,  he  ever 
kept  pace  with  tbe  improvements  ff  the 
day^  and,  whether  in  chemL»try  ur  in 
nraiciiitt,  was  always  ready  to  weigh 
with  impartial  care  the  importance  of 
new  results, — to  delight  in  the  brilliant 
discoveries  of  iiis  fri<  nds  and  associates, 
— and  with  prudence  tu  adopt  such  iuiio- 
vaikms  in  practice  as  approved  tbem* 
<k>lves  to  bia  soond  and  unoiassed  jndg- 
jnenf. 

In  liiui  was  to  be  i'uund  an  excellent 
example  of  tbat  wbolesoroe  and  yet 
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comparatively  rare  cum bniation  ot  kuun  - 
ledge,  which  unites  our  professional  pur- 
suits with  tbe  (study  of  the  natural 
scienres— which  connects  the  |di  wician 
with  the  philosopher;  and  caret  ul  as 
be  was  at  every  step  not  to  interfere 
with  what  be  aeknowled^ed  as  the  first 
duty  of  his  lil'e,  be  louiid  time  to  ^ain 
for  nimself  a  well-merited  reputation  as 
an  energietie  promoter  of  tbe  sciences  of 
mineralogy  and  |B^lo|^y,  at  a  time  when 
tlu'y  were  in  their  in  fancy,  and  be  mav 
fairly  be  esteemed  the  chief  founder  of 
tbat  society  which,  from  the  time  when 
it  first  met* under  bis  roof  to  tbe  present 
moment,  has  been  s(i]»ported  by  a  suc- 
cession of  the  muist  uidelatigable  inves- 
t^ators  of  tbe  abstruse  pages  of  nature's 
history  which  tbe  present  century  has 
produced,  ever}'  one  of  whom  has  felt 
a  ])ride  and  satisfaction  in  cultivaling 
the  friendship  of  this  excellent  man— 
tbis  ardent  and  intelligent  participator 
in  the  interest  of  their  oiscoveries. 

Such  arc  a  few,  a  very  few,  and 
feebly-drawu  characteristics,  of  this  truly 
great  man^tbis  almost  perfect  physi- 
cian, an  honour  to  our  College,  an  or- 
nament U)  our  pn>fessi«ti.  No  man  ever 
passed  more  huui.s  in  the  conscientious 
aisdiarge  of  duty ; — no  mui  by  his  per- 
sonal exertioiis  ever  did  inoret^'-ood  ; — no 
niati  ever  acted  b  s-^  niub  r  tbe  imme- 
diate impression  ol  !>elf  interest. — The 
comeliness  of  virtue  will  ever  be  felt 
and  acknou  b  (l<rcd  by  aU  whose  estima- 
tjcii  is  nortb  tlie  pfood  man's  desire. 
W  nil  reward  to  our  tb  jiarted  friend  tbis 
ba8  proved  tbe  ease,  lur  no  mail  was 
ever  more  extensively  beloved :  noman'a 
exam])le  bas  bad  more  weight:  to  no 
one  are  we  more  indebted  for  support- 
ing and  exciting  amongst  us  a  nigh 
tone  of  moral  feeling. 

Such  is  the  man  whom  tbe  ^^^-ood  de- 
light to  praise:  such  tbe  pbysician 
whom  the  wise  consent  to  honour:  sucb 
is  tbe  friend  whom  we  deplore:  and 
long  as  a  record  of  our  profession  shall 
exist,  so  lo!f'jf  \\\]]  bi^  name  be  bunded 
down  as  a  bri^lit  glory  on  iti>  pages  : 
and  ever  will  it  be  counted  aa  a  sur- 
iiassing  praise  to  tbe  century  to  whicb 
ne  belonged,  imt  whmv  that  such  a  man 
existed,  hut  tbat  be  was  surrounded  iu 
life,  and  cherished  in  death,  by  hundreds 
whose  brenhts  flowed  at  the  contempla- 
tion of  sucli  virtues,  and  who  wished, 
at  least,  to  make  them  their  own. 


906  M*  PttEVOST  ON 

ON  DOLBLK  VISION. 
By  M.  Pbetost*. 


**  This  impcrfectiftii  of  niy  sitrht,"  says 
tile  author,  "  is  dated  iVom  1823;  though 
it  still  exists,  I  shall  speak  of  it  from 
mj  notes,  almost  mD  anterior  to  the 

present  period,  hecaii*^  tlif  ^i^tr  of  mv 
iti^ht  no  longer  allovviii  uic  tu  oWrve 
with  all  the  exactness  desirable  the 
phenomena  it  presents  ''  If  M.  IVevott 
views  a  point  with  the  right  eye,  he  in- 
stantly sees  two;  these  rvv«>  imao-.  arc 
separated  by  an  interval  capable  of 
BMuument ;  in  fact,  in  order  to  ap- 
preeiate  it,  it  is  sitificient  for  Inm  to 
compare  with  any  olijrct  of  known 
len^"»h,  !i  a  priiiti^  letter  f rarac- 
t^re  tt  utijiruncytey)  a  well-dc'iiied  line, 
(fm  trmit  kitm  HmMy)  ^e. :  at  the  4»- 
tanee  at  which  he  is  accustomed  to  read, 
the  distance  of  ilie  two  iinajfcs  appears 
to  be  half  a  )n?e  But  at  such  small 
dt8tauces  it  it>  hard  la  avoid  Hoiue  eaut>es 
of  error;  in  laet.  aecording  to  the 
aitoatioo,  one  of  tne  innisrea  beoomea 
Weakenea,  ;ni<]  T!i;iy  even  bccoTnc  en- 
tirely effaced  :  ikv  same  eve  wliiela  witli 
the  author  in  afi'ected  with  a  doubling 
of  the  object,  is  also  affseted  with  a 
tripling  of  it  From  these  two  cireiini- 
stancr  s  it  may  fnllow,  that  at  different 
distances  the  two  images  are  no  longer 
At  same.  It  is  then  at  great  distances 
that  we  can  hope  to  dctemuBe  with  any 
degree  of  exactuesis  the  separation  of 
th«'  two  imasres  observed.  This 
heeu  done  by  M.  Babbage,  one  of  who!»c 
ejea  is  subject,  as  that  of  M.  Prevott, 
to  double  a  single  point 

When  one  eve  sees  two  imajjes  of 
any  one  ^\\\tr]v  poiiit,  fhe«;e  images  bfinjj 
on  one  and  the  same  vertical  right  line, 
we  know  that  the  upper  image  ought 
to  oemapond  to  a  point  lr»wer  down  on 
the  retina.  This  the  author  has  <lirec(ly 
proved.  By  eau'iiny-  a  screen  to  moi  c 
slnwly  from  above  dow  nw  ard^,  be  makes 
the  lower  image  disappear  helore  the 
other.  It  becomes  jifradually  pale, 
whilst  the  upper  acquires  a  tint, 
roual  to  that  of  toe  effaced  iniajre. 
Tnus  the  doubling  disapjjcars  by  mask- 
ing one  of  the  images.  This'  image 
may  be  masked  naturally  by  the  eyelid ; 
the  lower  imajjc  by  ih«*  upper  eyelid  ; 
«f  vice  versa.  TWis  lipecies  of'  natural 
screen  is  easily  obtained  by  a  mere  in- 

*  Du  tin  Jourual,  No.  Vlll.  from  tiic  Arch, 
Ocot  Jan.  ISm* 
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cHiiatioD  of  tiie  head.  We  bare  just 
said  that  the  image  masked  hj  the  mow 

and  gradual  movement  of  a  screen  1>e- 

rnmes  pah'  !>er<irr  it  disappear^  Ii\ 
sneeesHively  diminishing  the  bundh.**  of 
r^s  which'  come  firom  the  point  to  each 
or  the  two  fbei,  and  hj  grsdaating  the 
movement,  we  caose  the  images  to  dis- 
appear I)y  turns,  and  we  meet  with  an 
intemicdiate  inclination  of  the  head  or 
of  the  screen,  at  whieli  the  two  i^pa- 
rent  points  are  equally  illominaled. 
The  interral,  which  separates  the  two 
images  from  a  black  pomt  traced  on  a 
white  paper,  assumes  a  yellow  tint.  In 
OTder  to  pereeiye  it  werl,  we  most  eli* 
serve  the  doubling  of  a  line.  If  we 
observe  a  coloured  o))ject  of  small  ex- 
tent, a  small  circle,  or  a  small  reefauLfle, 
it  happens  that  we  have  the  appearance 
of  three  tinm  by  the  efTeetof  Urn  double 
image.  That  takes  place  when  the  two 
images  ranTiot  rntinlv  ^rparated. 
Where  the^  remain  cuufuuuded  tn^v- 
ther.  the  tint  is  doubly  i^rong.  It  is 
partienlariT  in  tending-  that  the  aoubHnff 
of  a  smaO  object  is  observed  by  M. 
Prrvo^t ;  it  may  cause  him  !o  fMnTrmiTifl 
a  0  with  the  fitfure  8,  but  he  n  rtihes 
this  error  with  considerable  facility, 
though  this  imperfection  of  sightcames 
him  some  embarrassment  in  reading. 
Till  (]nnlilTTT_r  f likes  place  on  vicwin*; 
the  object  wiili  ;t  con\e.\  «;las!i — a  line 
of  three  inche-  locus,  for  example.  "  On 
bringing  the  glass  near  the  object,  aneh 
as  a  black  i>oint  on  a  white  paper,  I 
see,"  8a>-s  he,  "  two  points.  on#^  over 
the  other,  nearly  as  witn  the  naked  eye ; 
if  I  bring  the  glass  near  my  e^e,  the 
interval  of  the  two  images  diminiahes, 
and  they  may  be  even  confoimded.  At 
this  limit  I  see  image  much 

more  distinct;  ^tlil  a  sort  ol  semi-trans- 
parent shs<)e  snrrounds  it;  bat  tbia 
shade  is  not  perceived  without  diflienltjr. 
In  continuing  to  bring  the  tflas^  near  to 
the  eve,  two  imaif*  s  are  ajraiu  fomieti, 
and  the  more  1  anproximatc  it  Uie  more 
they  separale;  (nt  thej  are  not  one 
above  the  other— they  appear  on  a  line 
nlt)if)st  h(»ri/(>ntal ;  they  are  less  tlis, 
tinet  than  the  precedi)ig,  and  soon  be- 
come very  contused." 

M.  Pfeevost  then  pcoceeds  to  raqmre 
into  the  cause  of  this  phenomenon. 
'*  \\'hf"rt'Vf  r  this  cause  may  be  seated," 
continues  he,  **  it  produces  two  foci  on 
the  retina,  to  which  the  ray^  sent  forth 
by  one  snd  the  same  point,  meet.  This 
amy  happen  in  more  ways  than  one. 
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Tlie  unipl€2»t  is»  lliat  which  placen  the 
d«leel  Is  the  erjutlhm  kne.  This  or- 
ipui  oug-ht  to  be,  in  this  case,  coiuidenNl 
m-s  a  rl<iublr  lens.  This  (^fTeot  m;iv  :iri*;f* 
from  a  fracture,  a  bruise,  a  scaiiiicss,  or 
a  partial  flatteniue  of  the  crystalline." 

^  The  effect  of  a  fracture  is  readiljr 
seen  on  a  g^lass  lens;  it  produces  a 
<l"»ible  f«»cu8  verr  H]»}tarent.  It  is  to 
Lbi>»  cause  that  VV  ollasiun  referred  a 
diwbliBf^  of  the  image  wbicb  he  had 
ficcasion  to  observe ;  and  in  Bpeaking*  of 
this  afTc-ction  of  my  ri«>ht  eve,  he  told 
m*^  th-At  hp  had  caused  a  inonientarv 
dL>apiJearaiicc  of  the  doubling  by  view- 
ing tne  object  tfaiougfb  the  lemicttiig' 
an^le  of  a  prism.  Again,  such  a  sepa- 
ration cf  the  focus  may  take  jilnfr'  ^  ith- 
lait  rupture;  it  would  be  sutticicut  that 
one  ot  the  segments  of  the  lens  be  in- 
dined  on  the  other,  so  that  the  crjmtel- 
Uue,  for  example,  undeiqgoes  a  wriBkle 
or  fold  ( un  pli)  in  its  texture.  May 
not  this  org^an,  competed  aa  it  is  nf 
lament,  be  exposed  to  accidents  of  this 
aataref  If  one  of  the  segments  were 
■rave  flattened  than  the  other,  tbeir  Ibei 
w-f>tild  not  be  the  same ;  but  in  this  sup- 
position the  foci  would  not  be  exactly 
of  the  same  distance,  and  would  not  fall 
OD  the  retana  so  as  to  form  there  at  onee 
two  perfect  and  distinct  images. 

"  In  recapitulation,  there  arc  some 
eyes  uia<l''  so  as  to  see  two  images  of 
one  sin^'lc  pouiL  These  two  images, 
aoasured  ou  the  riaual  angle,  hare  Men 
foinid  distant  from  each  other  twelve 
minntcs  of  a  degree.  The  rause  of  tiiix 
phcuomenon  ought  to  he  a  diMjoiuing  or 
sgpaiatiaa  of  the  cr\*stallitie  lens,  by  a 
roptnre,  or  a  ftld,  or  perhaps  a  partial 
change  of  conrcxity  " 

To  (his  extiatf  from  M.  Pre^ost,  we 
khaii  annex  au  auuhsis  oi'  a  letter 
writlCB  to  bin  by  If.  Bahbage,  who 
was  atteohed  with  a  simUar  iufinnitjK 

"  1  see  the  two  imaj^s  of  the  ofiji  rts 
rertically  one  over  the  other  witii  the 
two  eyes,  or  with  each  of  theut  scpa- 
lately,  erery  tltne  1  look  at  an  object 
without  foreing  the  organ.  The  upper 
image  is  weaker  than  the  lower  or  real 
one,  and  is  separated  from  it  by  an 
angle  of  twelve  uiiuutes.  When  X  am 
in  a  bad  state  of  health,  the  seeond 
image  beeomea  stronger,  but  its  angu- 
lar Tistnnce  is  ii<»r  nTtf-red,  as  far  aS  I 
have  been  able  to  judj^e.  (The  state  of 
health  docs  nut  appear  to  bare  any  in- 
4^ee  ott  the  pbeuomeoon  in  question 
with  M.  Prerost.)  By  rsasen  of  tbo 


small  distance  of  die  two  images,  the 
objects,  when  brought  near,  do  not  ap- 
pear double,  but  an  indistinctness  is 
Toanifested  on  the  edges.    Wlien  I  look 
through  a  small  hole  made  in  a  card,  or 
through  a  very  small  opening  between 
my  fingers  and  thumb,  as  I  often  do,  in 
order  to  see  more  distinctly,  I  lose  si^t 
of  the  u  rrik  iiiiaET'- ;   I  can  also  free 
myself  of  it  by  leauiug  the  head  back, 
and  directing  my  view  under  the  eyelid, 
so  that  the  ray  eoming  from  the  object 
graaes  it  wm  closely.   I  see  hot  one 
image  on  looKing  with  one  rye  through 
a  concave  lens;  T  can  also  ^et  rid  of 
the  weak  image  by  iVuw  aing;  but  con- 
siderable exertion  is  required  for  that** 
This  defect  of  nsiott  does  not  appear 
n]i  to  tbis  to  h'.wr  cng'iif^ed  the  attention 
ot  any  plysi olotfist.    Cahanis,  however, 
speaks  of  it,  and  says  tliat  he  observed 
two  inatanees  of  it*.    C.  Bonnet,  in 
bis  memoirs  on  his  life  and  writings,  a 
maiMisrn^>t  as  yet  unpublished,  speaks, 
on  the  subject  uf  his  diseases  of  the  eyes, 
of  a  doubung  of  the  objects  by  that  one 
of  his  eyes  which  be  had  devoted  to  the 
microsc(»pe.    We  read  in  the  memoirs 
of  E.  A.  ITo]\  ok»\  a  physician  of  Salem, 
in  New  Jersey,  w  ho  died  in  i»29,  at  the 
of  100,  that  in  the  latter  years  of 
his  li£s  the  objects  placed  at  a  certain 
distance  were  nuiltiplied  to  his  eyes  so 
that  he  thouj^ht  he  saw  f'<'Mr  or  five 
moons.    Finally,  in  a  noU'  added  to  the 
memoir  of  M.  Prevost,  M.  Arago  in- 
forms us  that  his  left  eye  presents  to  ns 
all  the  phenomena  described  by  the 
professor  of  Geneva,  but  u  ith  *;onie  rir- 
cumstauccs   wbicb  appear  to  hiui  to 
modify  the  explanatiou  given  of  them. 
He  promises  to  return  to  this  subjeet  at 
another  time. 


HEDICCCHIRUROTCAL  SOCIETY. 

Tue«(Uy,  M«y  1633. 

Mr.  Key  on  the  L  lccrativ€  Proces$  in  Joints, 

A  vERv  full  and  ralnable  conununieation 
iVum  .Vlr.  AstoD  Key  occupied  th«  ijocitty 
during  the  evening.  The  time  barely 
serred  for  the  ptrusal  of  the  paper,  and 
as  it  seemed  to  be  the  wish  of  some  of  the 
members  present  to  offer  certain  remsrke 
on  the  views  of  the  author.  It  was  agieed 
that,  on  Tuesday  erening  next,  an  oppor. 


'lUpportAilu  PbvRique  «tdu  Moral  dePBenuBC^ 
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tmitf  for  to  doiof  ihonld  be  «ffardeci.' 

IMi-antime  we  &re  enabled  to  present  our 
roH(li-r<;  with  the  following  anple  and  mc- 
curate  abstract. 

The  object  of  the  paper  in  to  illaftrate 
the  mode  in  which  nature  eflr«  <  ts  the  pro. 
eeae  of  removing  the  cartilage  covering  the 
■rtienlar  surfaces  of  bones.  The  first  part 
o  it  I'inbraces  a  geiu  ral  vit  w  of  the  ulce- 
rative procew,  as  it  occurs  in  the  vanous 
textures  of  the  bodv;  mid  Mr.  K.  appears 
to  think  that  the  ai  tnily  of  the  i)r«»ces8, 
or  the  disposition  to  it,  is  mainly  depend 
ing  ou  the  degree  of  voscularitv  possessed 
by  the  part  Thus,  in  highfy  vascular 
StnictiTrc^,  as  the  Tnurnus  and  similar 
mcrobraues,  ulceration  is  rapid  j  in  less 
tascalar  tissues  the  ulceratitre  process  is 

more  shnv  in  its  inursc,  and  in  n  tinc,  as 
the  serous  numbmnes,  the  part  undergoes 
a  change  of  structure  previously  to  uloe* 
ration  taking  place.  Again,  in  parts  ea> 
dowed  with  tlic  smnllcsi  degree  of  vascu- 
hirily— as  tendon,  iWia,  itc — the  ten- 
dency to  uleemtlon  exists  in  the  loweet 

deprco.  .Amkhic  thr  latter  ^?rtu/tnn;s-  In- 
liinka  the  cartilage  uf  ioiutjt^  and  cou- 
dn^est  horn  his  oMerrations  of  the  mor- 
bid appearances  exhibited  in  joints,  that 
the  ulcemtivc  process  is  in  them  depend- 
ing on  the  action  of  the  surrounding 
structures^  in  which  the  cartilage  iiseit 
takes  no  share.  H«'  cndfuvnur^  to  eta 
bliiib  an  analogy  between  the  absorption 
of  cartilaire  and  the  remond  of  a  dead 
pitrtion  itf  h(»ii«-  inxU-r  necrosis.  The  ap- 
p  arancc  (»f  the  tli-ad  bone,  and  the  vascu- 
lar granuliiitons  from  the  interior  of  the 
new  bone,  furnish  strong  endeuM  that  the 
absorption  of  the  sequestrium  is  effictvil 
by  the  contiguous  vascular  structure,  and 
the  morbid  appearances  of  joints  also,  he 
think*-,  justifKv  the  opinion  he  has  ad 
vanced— tliat  the  neighbouring  vascular 
tissues  elTect  the  mnoral  of  the  cartilai^ 
in  tin-  various  forms  of  di'-cavf  under 
which  the  bone  is  f<iund  to  be  denuded. 

The  means  by  which  the  removal  of  the 
cartilu^e  is  effected,  will  vaiy  according 
to  till-  a«  ti\itv  of  the  proces«!  and  the  na- 
ture of  tile  di.M>ase  which  Iras  given  rise  to 
it.  Nature,  he  obsenresy  seems  to  adopt 
four  different  methods  of  effecting  her 
object. 

The  first,  and  mast  commonly  obeerred, 

is  the  chronic  form  of  disease ;  in  which 
nlit  ration  of  the  cartilage  takes  \Aiu  >\  hs 
Uic  conse«iuence  of  long-coulinucd  iijliaui 
mation  of  the  sj-novial  membrane— as  in 
the  knee-joint  of  the  adult;  the  r<>nij>laini 
eith«r  commencing  in  an  insidious  form 
of  duonic  inff aramatfon  of  the  capsnJe,  or 
in  an  acute  synovitis,  subsiding  inf'»  n 
chronic  form  of  intiammation.  When 
abaccss  fonns,  and  the  cartilage  is  exten- 
aiveijr  destrojed,  the  following  moibid  ap. 


pearanoee  are  found.  The  nlonatioa  k 

found  to  commence  at  the  edge  of  the  car- 
tilage,  when  the  synovial  membrane  is 
fringed  and  highly  vascular,  and  is  ob- 
served to  tit  closely  into  the  grooves  i>\'  ilHi 
absorbed  cartilage.  In  other  pnrt<,  a  faKe 
membrane  appears  to  be  formed  over  the 
cartilaginous  surface,  and  having  its  ori- 
gin from  thi"  •  «lij<-  of  the  jrtnovial  mem. 
brane.  I'his  fal.se  membrane  adheres  to 
the  cartilage,  and  is  highlv  Taseular;  in 
the  advanced  stage  of  ulc-eration  it  is 
fotmd  to  c<»ver  a  vcrr  large  part  of  the 
curtilaginouii  surfucc,  and  appeam  to  be 
the  agent  by  which  the  abmrplioQ  of  the 
rartilatre  is  effected.  In  thnvc  j-nrt";  ulu  n: 
the  whole  cartilage  i:>  rcmovcii,  uuU  the 
surface  of  the  bone  exposed,  rascular  gra- 
nulations  arise  from  the  latter,  and  inoscu- 
late with  the  false  membrane. 

To  this  membrane  Mr.  K.  assigns  other 
offices  besides  that  of  ulceration,  Damdy, 
the  production  of  pns  in  such  cases  as  are 
attended  by  suppuration,  uud  the  impor- 
tant function  of  producing  ancbylosiSy 
■which  wouhl  rc«juirf  a  lontfcr  tlfM-ription 
than  the  limits  of  an  abstract  will  allow. 

The  second  mode  is  illostmted  in  whnt 
occurs  under  acute  .sup|turation  from 
wound  of  a  joint.  The  rapid  manner  in 
which  ulceratii>n  follows  uu  accident  of 
this  nature  prevents  tlie  derdbpnent  of 
the  mmibrani ,  a-«>  in  the  former  case,  and 
a  different  process  is  therefore  set  up.  The 
appearances  in  the  ulcerated  portion  of 
cartiTai;c  is  difTcrcnt :  instead  of  being 
ulcerated  at  the  edge,  grooves  are  seen  in 
different  dirrctions,  and  the  oorrespondinn 
portions  of  synovial  membrane  are  fur- 
„it|u'<l  w  ith  a  fringe  of  adventitious  mem- 
liiiinc,  \i\  means  of  whicli  the  removal  of 
the  cartilage  takes  place.  Nut  a  vestige 
of  \ a'^'  ii!;irily  i>  observable  in  the  carti- 
lage uuilcr  the  most  successful  injection  uf 
the  joint 

The  third  fonn  of  ulceration  is  that 
which  ensues  as  a  consequence  of  scrofu- 
lous disease  beginning  in  thecancelli,as  i« 
IVaqnently  seen  in  the  bones  of  children 
who  have  sufferrd  from  joint  disease.  \ 
scrofulous  degeneration  uf  the  cnncelli 
takes  pbiee,  sometimeeonding  in  the  daalb 
of  a  portion  of  hone.  The  ulceration  of 
the  cartilage,  under  these  circujn»tanccs, 
takes  place  flrom  its  attached  suiifhce,  and 
the  same  passive  condition  of  the  cartilage 
is  observable  as  in  tlie  other  forms  of  ulce- 
ration. Vascular  tufts  arc  seen  riMUg  fruiu 
the  cancelli  of  the  bone,  and,  as  it  were, 
nnderminimr  th*'  eartihiiic,  while  often  the 

}>rocess  is  as^ihted  by  inffamroation  exiand* 
ng  to  Ae  synofial  nenfaniMi,  and  tho 
^nnie  appeamkoM  an  secu  as  in  the  flat 
example. 

The  last  form  of  the  destruction  of  car. 
lilago  tha  aathor of  the  papardightlj  ad. 
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wrts  to,  namely,  tihai  in  whidi  the  carti. 
lage  appean  to  degcnente  into  its  elemen. 
texy  fibnius  tissue. 

in  more  fully  illustrating  these  pro. 
etsmm  he  takes  occasion  to  notice  the  dif- 
ftflcnt  fefins  of  joint  disease,  especially  the 
affection  of  the  hip-joint,  whidh  he  consi- 
ders  us  begiuuiag  frequently  in  the  liga- 
mt'iitum  tent. 

'I'he  paper  is  illustrated  by  drawinfrs 
and  nreparatioBs,  which  it  is  *  understood 
win  be  «ihi1iited  to  the  loeietj  on  the  next 
•vcnioy  of  meetii^. 

ROYAL  INSTITtJTION. 

VMar,  Hay  17,  ittS. 

Or,  Ttmtr  mt  tk*  true  equwalmtt  ntimbm  of 
Bodia. 

fit  order  to  render  tbis  subject  inttlliiriMe 
to  a  mixed  audivuce,  the  lecturer  was 
eMiged  to  ipend  much  time  in  preliml* 
nary  matters.    He  gave  n  rlcnr  and  popu- 
lar account  of  the  mode  in  which  the  com- 
Uning  proportions  of  diemical  anbstances 
are  expressed,  and  pointed  out  the  advan- 
tag^cs  of  the  beautifully  simple  scale  of 
numbers  at  present  jiretty  gtiicraliy  adopt- 
ed by  dieniists  thniui>:hout  Europe.  Bnt 
Ihouifh  .«sanctione<l  Iiv  iljr  Iii-h  iuithority 
of  Davy  and  Wolla^iloi),  iierzeiius,  it  ap' 
pean,  never  was  satisfied  that  the  fhndu- 
mental  elements  of  the  scale  were  cor- 
rectly gathered,  and  to  this  hour  main- 
fidns  mat  the  numbers  in  common  use  are 
not  exact  representatives  of  the  propor- 
tions f>f  quantities  actually  fonning  che- 
ixuuU  compounds,  but  mere  approxima- 
tieas,  more  or  less  probable  To  the  state- 
ment of  rcrtain  chemists  respecting  the 
composition  of  chloride  of  barium,  Berze- 
itos  makes  his  principal  objection;  and 
Dr.  Tumor  has  been  enaUeiv  from  some 
recent  researches,  to  demonstrate  rhr  pro- 
priety of  the  dissent  of  the  great  Swedish 
shsmist.    Dr.  T.  did  not  enter  into  parti, 
colari  relative  to  his  nwn  condnsions,  but 
we  understood  from  ^im  that  they  are  to 
be  speedily  sulnnitted  to  the  sdentiflc 
worlfl  Tbr  .u£rh  the  medium  of  the  press. 
It  mav  be  added,  that  the  object  of  these 
new  views  is  not  by  any  mcnns  to  ovi;rtum 
the  popular  system  of  noting  the  comhin. 
in^  prr)portions,  but  to  shew  tliat  it  is  not 
to  1h-  depended  upon,  as  hitherto,  as  if  it 
exactly  expressed  what  happens  in  natnrs. 

fn  tire  library  there  was  exhibit*  <1  ;ui 
iogeiiious  contrivance  for  shewing  timt  the 
s|MMd  of  fonr-wlieeled  carriages  greatly  de- 
pends upon  the  length  of  the  perch  and 
the  height  of  the  wh^ls. 


TWO  CASES  OF  ACCIDENTS, 
raoK  ADKissiov  or  aik  into  tbb  vBiNa 

DCRIMO  SUBGICAt  OPBftATIOItS. 


Some  professional  men  have  expressed 
doubts  as  to  the  accidental  admission  of 
air  into  the  veins  during  snri?ieal  opera 
lions.  Such  doubts  appeared  well  found- 
ed when  the  occurrence  first  attracted  the 
attention  of  .suri^eons;  especially  on  con- 
sidering that  veins  about  the  neck  were  so 
very  often  wounded  in  the  removal  of  tu- 
mors ;  and  that  some  of  them,  as  the  ex- 
ternal jugular,  are  fro(jnently  opened  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  blood,  wiliiuui  any 
unfavourable  conse(|ut'uces. 

Not  long  since,  I  b;irl  evidence  of  the 
existence  of  such  casts  ia  two  of  my  own 
^atienti^  within  no  great  distanoe  of  time 
Irom  each  other. 

Cask  T.— Mr.  William  BunilJ,  of  .Sa- 
lem, aged  60,  was  admitted  into  the  Ma.s- 
sachu-setts  General  Hospital,  on  the  IHih 
October,  IS^K).  He  had  a  cancerous  aflcc- 
tion  of  the  left  side  of  the  face  and  neck^ 
of  the  extent  of  three  or  four  inehes  dia- 
meter, it  was  hard  at  the  edges,  of  a  livid 
red  colour,  ulcerated  in  the  centre,  very 
offensive,  very  painful,  and  lia<l  made  an 
impression  on  the  |cr»  Ti»  r  il  health.  The 

t>arutid  glund,  the  subnnixiLIary,  the  sub- 
ingual,  and  all  the  textures  excepting  the 
bone,  were  involved  in  the  eonijdaint. 
The  lower  jaw  itself  was  thought  to  be  dis- 
eased at  first,  bnt  it  afterwards  ap])eaied 
that  it  was  not  so.  In  so  bad  a  state  of 
things,  I  felt  very  little  hope  of  beini?  able 
to  eradicate  the  disease,  and  would  not 
have  attempted  any  opemtiod  had  not  tho 
patient  solicited  it 

Considering  the  extent  of  the  disease, 
that  important  blood-vessels  would  he  di- 
vided—namely, the  f:\t  iul  mil  sublingual 
arteries,  probably  the  temporal,  and  even 
the  extOTial  carotid<-I  thourbt  it  best  to 
begin  by  securing  the  carotid  trunk.  An 
inci.sion  for  this  pur])osp  was  heiTTin  oppo- 
site the  thyroid  eartila^L;.  i«-"d  curried  two 
inches  downwards.  The  platysma  mosele 
wa-;  (Hi  i  l  l  ;  tin  eil«:e  of  the  ma.stoid  ex- 

Stscd  and  di.ssecled.  Thus  far,  only  a  few 
ops  of  blood  were  discharged.  Hie 
faee  of  the  sheath  of  the  great  ves-^els  was 
a  little  uncovered,  when  a  small  efTu.sion 
of  venous  blood  appeared  under  the  knife, 
and  checked  the  opemtion.  At  that  in- 
.•^tant  a  very  distinrt  s<MHid  was  beard,  like 
the  pa."i&age  of  an  Lhiotigii  water.  A  few 
bubbles  were  seen  in  the  venous  lilood, 
the  flow  of  which  wa  -  iinniediately  arrest- 
ed by  applying  a  finger  on  the  part.  The 
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pfttiPTit  r\claime<l,  "  T  am  fa'iU  "  On  ir- 
ffanimg  Uis  cuuntenaocc,  it  vaa  not  pale, 
but  liTid,  alMMt  Uaek,  vui  the  oioadce 
agitated  by  a  conTuIsire  motlpn.  The  re* 
8piration  becmno  th'f]^  h\ho'\Ttdf  and  stcr- 
torouR,  like  thut  of  apouiex)'.  Commit- 
ting  the  eonpreadm  of  thi.  Teiit  to  Or. 
Hayward,  w  hu  assisted  me,  T  examined  tin? 
pafsie  at  the  wrist,  fmiiid  it  distinct,  hnt 
Tcry  slow.  The  wound  not  bleeding,  and 
little  blood haringheen lost,  I  directly 
opened  the  ti  in]»onil  artrrv,  nnil  the  blood 

{loured  from  it  with  great  freedom.  As  it 
lowed,  the  respiratton  becuie  more  tn- 
quent  and  len  laborions ;  the  pulse  at  the 
wrist  more  natural.  Tb»'  IrniUn  eolour  in 
the  cheeki  assumed  a  redUiRh  tiagc ;  and 
the  ftkmiing'  chataeter  of  the  symptonis 
wu  oridentiy  diminished.  Ahmt  twenty 
minuter  elapsr'l  dnring  these  chancres.  At 
tlie  end  of  hah  an  hour,  I  judged  it  i»ufc  to 
famovo  the  patient  to  hU  bed,  where  he 
Inv  in  astatc  of  inscusihilit\  rnrt\v  -  linnrs; 
at  the  eiLpimtion  of  which  he  uwaki-d  as 
from  ^lecp,  still  breathing  like  an  apoplec- 
tic. The  nii^ht  was  pa<»ed  without  any 
accident,  and  on  the  fiulowiiis?  mnniina^  he 
was  us  well  as  usual,  with  the  exception  of 
ft  moderate  iorene»  orer  the  thorax,  and  ft 
headache. 

Tn  srvcn  days  after  the  accident  de- 
scribed above,  tlie  operation  was  performed 
without  tyHg  the  carotid  arterr. 

Tin  (^i-"  ;H?ed  parts  were  inclmlcfl  in  nn 
elliptical  incision,  extended  from  the  lobe 
of  the  ear  to  the  upper  part  of  the  neck, 
end  including  the  submaxillary,  the  sub- 
linc^tal,  an*^!  ymrotid  i^landn,  all  of  thrm  in 
a  morbid  and  disorganized  state.  The  os 
maxilhue  infnioa  waa  not  dlaeaaed.  The 
haemorrhage  was  copious,  but  readily  ar- 
rested, with  the  exception  of  that  from  a 
large  vein,  which,  from  its  depth  under  the 
jaw,  conld  not  be  dittingui<<hed  to  as  to 
admit  the  application  of  a  lis^ature,  and 
was  therefore  eoni]ires?*ed  hy  a  sponge. 
The  veins  ]>elow  the  wound  were  com- 
pressed bv  I>r.  Hayward  dnring  this  opc- 
rttion.  The  patient  experienced  a  <>liirht 
faintneiut,  which  soon  naeecd  off.  He  had 
no  bad  symptoms,  ana  on  the  lOA  of  De- 
cember, the  wound  being  nearly  healed,  be 
requested  his  disehuge,  wliich  was 
granted. 

Care  IT.  — Nancy  Bunker,  of  Trenton, 
i  n  M ain ,  married,  her  age  33.  Three  years 
since,  she  noticed  a  hardness  in  the  right 
breast,  which  increased  till  it  inmlved  tlie 
whole  ^land  in  a  turn  >r,  ven  b  i-^  l.  move- 
able, yet  obviouUy  connected  u  ilh  the  i»ec- 
.  toral  muscle  by  a  morbid  adhesion.  The 
nJppIe  is  drawn  in.  The  axilla  is  occu- 
plea  hy  a  considerable  tiunor,  of  a  globular 
mnn,  and  quite  hard.   The  disease  has 


been  accoropnn!e(l,  duriuf?  the  last  yrar, 
with  Tenr  constant  lancinating  paios.  'i'be 
patient  is  destrons  of  an  operation ;  has  ft 
strong  conriction  that  she  shall  not  rec<}. 
ver,  yet  is  perfectly  tranquil  and  nj-^^iifnc^l, 

Opiiaium. — The  patient  sat  m  a  cliair. 
Tlie  fight  arm  was  extended,  raised  abore 
a  horizontal  line,  in  ordvr  to  give  tension 
to  tlie  skin,  and  peruiil  access  to  the  arm- 
pit, and  was  supported  in  this  position  by 
an  assistant.  The  skin  on  the  suifiwsof  tlM 
breast,  with  the  diseased  nipple,  were  in- 
cluded in  an  oval  inciuon  i  the  breast  was 
dissected  from  the  pectoral  mnscle,  and 
left  connected  with  the  axillary  glands, 
while  the  extirpation  of  these  trfan'ls  was 
effected.  As  they  adhered  tu  the  great  ax- 
Diary  Tes«els,  they  were  cautiously  detach- 
ed by  disst  clion,  and  by  insinuating  the 
finger,  where  the  cellular  substame  wtHH 
looiie,  between  the  tumor  and  the  great 
vein.  This  separation  vvas  nearly  effected, 
only  a  slight  connexion  still  existing  at 
either  extremity  of  the  tumor.  Frocecd- 
ku^  to  separate  it,  nt  (be  enter  part  of  the 
amllft  ft  vein  waa  dBrided,  and  a  small 
qiinntitv  of  vpTions  blood  discharged. 
This  ob.scurcd  the  parts  at  that  point,  and 
the  Indib  was  therefore  carried  to  (he  other 
extremity  of  the  tumor.  Scarcely  was 
thi.«5  done,  \vhen  the  patient  struggled, 
and,  on  regarding  her,  I  perceived  her 
oomplexion  to  be  a  Ihrid  pale  colour ;  and 
at  the  same  instant  the  hnMilt":;  nr  eluck. 
ing  noise  wa^  heard,  though  indistinctly  ; 
but  the  place  from  which  it  issued  was  not 
vi.sible,  the  surrounding  skin  and  fat  bar- 
ing fiillcn  over  it  at  tne  moment  of  the 
transfer  of  the  knife.  Directlr  the  axiUft 
was  compressed,  tiie  patient  became  in- 
sensible, breathing  in  a  distressed  manner, 
a-*  in  apoplexy.  The  tumor  was  at  once 
separated.  The  posture  of  the  patient  was 
changed,  and  she  was  supported  by  those 
around.  Some  brandy  was  poureif  down, 
and  ammonia  was  introdiieed  into  the 
nostrils.  The  pulse,  however,  becaiue 
less  distinct  erery  hour.  Cloths  dipped 
in  b' t  vntcr  were  thro'W'n  over  the 
extremities-  strong  frictions  were  ap 
plied  to  the  chest  had  to  all  parts  of 
the  body;  consideiftble  quantities  of 
brandy  were  nir>vn  poured  d  -wn  the 
throat.  At  this  moment  the  hvtd  colonr 
of  the  cheeks  gave  place  to  a  snlfhstoA  of 
vermilion  red,  and  no  glow  in  the  cheek  of 
a  yonthful  beauty  erer  gave  one  S4»  much 
pleasure  as  that  flush.  I  was  tunuiig  to 
the  class,  who  wntehed  the  different  ope. 
rations  with  intense  anxiety,  to  say,  "  the 
danger  is  over!"  but  checked  myself,  and 
continued  the  efforts.  But  the  flush  soon 
passed  off;  the  liriditj  re-appeared:  the 
ri-^piratiori  htv-rtmc  more  fVebie  ;  pOlse  at 
the  wn^t  H^^arcely  perceptible;  and,  not- 
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Ik  itbsUiading  tiie  nefloabW  applications  of 
cstMBsff  iMaft  aB^  fiwifaftiyB^  xn9  asAHMi^ 

tifs  and  whole  !)>k!v  cuolcd  rnpi^y,  Mad 
preset! liv  the  rettpixatiun  oeaaecL 

Afl  a  last  effort,  I  opened  the  larynx,  and 
pat  in  opeimtioii  the  inflation  of  the  Inngs 
>iy  n  bellows,  in  a  rery  speedy  and  perfect 
mauner,  imitating  the  morements  of  in- 
■pintioft  and  expiration  with  great  exact- 
ness, rontinuin^^  the  genenil  application  of 
heat  and  Mctions  to  the  whole  surface. 
Tbcae  adminintretions  wen  cootinved  fbr 
about  twenty  minutes  longer,  without  any 
enconraRTng;  appearances.  At  the  end  of 
ihii  time  I  p<*rcciv  fd  there  was  uo  remain- 
ing hope  of  the  restoration  of  my  patient 
tr»  life.  The  friends  boina:  anxions  to  take 
adrantage  of  a  vc^l  then  sailing  fur  their 
^flme,  toe  b<idy  was  soon  alter  fieniored» 
and  no  opportunity  afforded  for  eiaminn' 
tion. 

The  effects  of  the  entnnce  of  air  into  the 
blood- re&.sel<v  appear  to  have  been  known 
to  IJeulaiid,  Morgagni,  and  other  di^tin- 
fiushed  jMthologists ;  but  llrn  danger  uT 
•odb.an  oecnrrenoe  in  surgical  operations 
Aocs  not  seem  f'>  hnve  been  adrcrtcd  to. 
until  the  operation  of  M.  Dupuytren,  in 
vMch  the  admission  of  air  through  the 
Internal  josrular  proved  suddenly  fatal. 
Since  the  publication  of  this  faet,  the  oc- 
currence has  presented  itself  to  many  sur- 
geons in  Great  Britain  and! this  country. 

A  natTiral  nct^pticism  in  regard  to  tht'se 
accidents  has  arisen  from,  not  considering 
the  peenllar  aetion  of  the  anrielea  of  the 
heart.  How,  it  is  asked,  can  uir  f  iri  p  it- 
self into  the  veins,  whieh  are  aireaUv  hiled 
with  hlood,  and  at  the  moment  this  fluid 
is  discharging  itself  from  an  aperture  in 
the  vessel?  The  possihility  of  the  acci- 
dent will  however  be  aduiitud,  on  rccol- 
kcdng  that  the  nnrkks  act  not  only  like 
an  eTpclHng  syrinc:?,  when  they  drive  the 
blood  into  the  ventricles,  but  tlmt  tbev 
hate  the  power  of  suction  when  they  di- 
late  themselves,  thus  sucking  the  blood 
from  the  two  cav»,  and,  of  consequence, 
from  the  great  veins  connected  with  the 
eavs.  This  suction  power  of  the  auricles 
explains  wlm?  would  otlu'r\vi«;e  be  unln- 
teiiieiblc,  the  muveuieut  ol  l>luud  through 
the  large  inactive  veins  near  the  heart 

There  remains  another  difticulty.  Why 
do  not  the  sides  of  these  veins  collapse 
when  the  h!ood  is  pitmped  from  Ihem  by 
the  auricle?  and  if  they  do  thus  collapse, 
how  can  air  be  drawn  in  tlirough  a  small 
apertiire  in  one  of  tUc&c  vessels  ?  Thi»  ob- 
jection baj  been  removed  by  M.  Benud, 
who  hn^  shewn  that  the  large  veins  near 
tlw  heart  are  protected  by  fasciae,  con> 
acctad  to  the  coats  of  the  veins  by  oellnlar 
snbstance.  The  fa^citr  themselves  are  at 
tached  to  bones,  in  such  a  way  as  to  pre 


vent  their  collapsing  on  the  veins.  Fur- 
tter,  it  may  sometimes  happen  that  the 
coats  of  a  vein  assume  a  morbid  structure, 
which  ^ivcs  them  an  unhealthy  risftdity, 
and  in  this  manner  prevents  their  collapse. 
This  occurred  to  M.  Dupuytren,  as  I  am 
informed  hvmv  friend  Dr.  Lodge,  vs'ho  was 
iu  Tans  at  ihtt.  txme.  M.  Uupuytren,  be* 
ing  ahont  to  divide  a  faige  rariseaa  aa* 
ythrrta  vein,  expri  sscf!  sume  apprehension 
that  air  might  be  admitted,  and  that  the 
mult  wonfd  he  fatal.  The  vein  was  di* 
vided,  the  peculiar  sound  of  the  entrance 
of  air  was  heard,  and  the  patient  expired. 

Iu  the  tirst  of  the  caiies  above  relat^  the 
vein  opened  was  a  small  vein  eroaaing  the 
neck  from  the  iri'-dian  external  jugular  to 
the  great  intemai  jugular.  At  least  Ipie- 
•nme  this  to  liave  heen  the  veseel,  thoni^ 
there  can  he  no  certainty  of  its  identity, 
the  incision  in  the  neck  being  small,  t£e 
parts  not  much  oncovered,  ana  the  sheath 
of  the  internal  jugular  not  opened.  Thia 
small  vein,  slretehcfl  across  the  n^k,  was 
kept  tense  by  its  aiiaehnient  to  fixed  veins 
at  each  extremity,  and  would  thus  be  tn  a 
fa;'nnnih1('  jin<.ition  for  the  mlmisaion  Of 
air  on  the  auction  of  the  auricle.  - 

The  vein  ooened  in  tiie  aeeond  ease  was 
the  subscapular.  It  did  not  seem  to  be 
large,  thoujjh  perfectly  visible  before  it 
was  cut,  and  tlie  point  of  the  incision  was 
at  a  sensible  distance  from  the  great  axil* 
lary  vein,  say  nmrly  an  inch.  'I'he  (liv-^er- 
tian  had  se|»aratvd  it  from  the  surrounding 
parts  in  a  ceMideiaMe  degree.  The  ami 
lary  cavity  wa^  txtremely  dissected;  so 
that  the  attachments  of  the  fiucis  cover • 
ins  the  great  vein  mttit  have  been  wanA 
lelaxed. 

Here  then  weu*  a  snmll  vein,  at  some  dis- 
tauce  from  liie  heart,  dissected  from  the 
surrounding  parts ;  and  its  receiving  vela 
also  di-^^crtea.  The  coats  of  the  vein  wen 
not  visibly  diseased^  the  explanations  of 
M.  B^rani  will  not  uerefhre  apply.  The 
cause  of  the  phenomenon  in  this  case  is  to 
be  sought  in  the  position  of  the  arm.  The 
limb  was  extended  and  elevated;  in  c<>n> 
sequence  of  which  the  axillary  vein  was  ia 
a  state  of  extreme  tension.  The  subsca- 
pular veiu  v^  a2»  also  kept  tense  by  the  chain 
of  axillary  glundi;,  and  by  the  weight  of  the 
depending  breast — for  tfas  oivan  had  not 
been  separated  from  the  glands— in  order 
dmt  they  might  he  drawn  down  by  It  and 
exposed. 

The  possibility*  of  tliese  accidents  under 
circumstances  like  thuse  above,  wliew 
there  couUhe  so  little  reason  to  fear  them, 
must  be  a  fausc  fif  anxiety  io  f»]>f" rator^,  iu 
the  removal  of  tuuuir^  Irum  tiie  u£ck  and 
aim-pit;  and  I  know  of  no  efliectnal 
means  to  guard  again^st  tlum.  Preuure  on 
the  vessels  intervening  between  the  disease 
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and  lh«'  licnrt  would  often  be  impractica- 
ble;  and,  where  it  could  be  applied,  the 
tensioii  of  the  Ikscia*  would  yrenerallj 
dcr  it  abortive.  Cau'^iiiif  the  patient  to 
tapire  the  air  from  the  iuugs,  could  only  be 
practised  for  a  moment.  Change  of  p(>sit ion ^ 
by  relax  inpr  the  ▼eMelt,  would  do  some- 
ihint;^ ;  yet  the  state  of  tension  must  in 
juanv  cases  be  resumed,  in  order  to  cany 
on  uie  operation.  The  immediate  com. 
piesfion  of  the  vessel  on  the  appearance  of 
the  accident,  miKht  sometimes  fsavc  the 
patient  from  death,  though  not  from  very 
tbreateniuf  appeamneea;  for,  in  the  Ant 
cast',  tlie  patient's  life  was  ])reserve(l ;  but 
althttugh  the  accident  was  iufttantaneously 
arrested,  he  was  saved  with  difficultv. 

On  a  view  of  all  these  oonaiderations,  it 
appears  prudent  to  suspend  an  operation 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  heart,  at  the  instant 
of  the  appearanee  of  Tenons  blood  fitMn  a 
suspiciotm  point,  and  to  compress  the  res- 
Kcl,  that  time  may  be  had  for  obserrinp 
whether  dangerous  symptoms  mre  likely  to 
arise;  and  if  these  actually  appear,  we 
should  direetly  resort  to  the  means  spoken 
of :— 1st,  compress  the  oritiee  of  the  bleed- 
ing rein  with  tlie  utmost  care;  2d,  apply 
pressure  on  the  veins  between  the  wound 
and  the  heart ;  Hd,  relax  the  juirt  in  whirh 
the  vein  is  seated ;  1th,  the  patient  may 
be  directed  to  expire  the  air  from  his 
Innics. 

The  means  to  He  pursued  for  saving  life, 
after  air  bai»  been  admitted,  have  been 
stated  in  the  histoiy  of  tfwse  two  cases, 
and  I  know  of  none  more  effectual  than 
were  adojded.  The  opening  of  tlie  tem- 
|M>ral  arUTv  ^uvc  great  relief  to  Case  1. ; 
■t  was  not  resorted  to  in  Case  IT.,  because 
the  patient  liad  aln  l  U  !  >stasmiieh  blood 
tUt  she  could  spare  danug  the  operation.*— 
Paper  htf  Dr.  Irarrtii,  of  Harvard  Univerutxf, 
M  ^sMTiMii  Jmmal,  rfike  MgdktA  Seitnm, 


MEETINGS  AT  I  111:  COLLEGE  OF 

PHYSICIANS. 

We  gave  no  report  of  the  last  conversa- 
zione, because  no  paper  w  as  read.  We  arc 
happy  to  learn,  howerer,  that  at  the  next 
meeting  an  e^say  is  to  ho  r«a<l  hv  Sir 
Henr?  Halford,  and  that  Hik  Royal  Hi^h- 
nesithe  Duke  of  Sussex,  and  other  die- 
tingnished  |ienK)ns,  are  expected  to  t»e 
present 


TAX  ON  ANATOMY. 

In  the  Memorial  relative  to  the  Anatomy 
Act,  and  addressed  to  Lord  Melbourne, 
which  we  pabHshed  l&H  week,  there  is  a 


sentence  standinc:  in  the  second  column  of 
page 206,  which  should  have  bevn  printed aa 
fblJows '*  By submittingtotheTax which 
your  r  iri1>»hip  lias  thouifht  fit  to  propose 
to  thcui,  they  (the  meuibers  of  the  medicfii 
profession)  would  appear  to  buv  off  from 
the  government  a  legal  degradation,  die. 
graceful  only  !  >  \hv  Ic^ri <Iature  which  im 
posed  it,  and  might  be  supposed  to  admit 
an  imputation  as  attaching  to  them,  from 
crimes  for  which  they  oi  all 
least  responsible." 


WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  or  BURIALS, 

From  Bills  of  Mortalitv,  3l<i  v  Jl,  1833, 


Ai  r  ^iKl  DeblUtf  . 
Aimptcxy  •  • 
Asthma  •  . 
Cancsr  •  • 
ChlMUrtb  .  . 
Confumptlon 
ConBtipatioii  of  the 

ConvuNiorm 
Croup  .  • 
UentlUos  or  Teeth  iDg  8 
Dropsy  .  12 
Drnpay  on  the  Brain  IS 
Urop8y  on  the  Ghent  t 
Fev*r  .10 
Fever,  Interiniiti.iit, 

nr  Ague  .  .  1 
Fever,  iicarlet  .  7 
Fever,  Typhnu  .  2 
Heart,  dteMMd  •  « 
Hcffida       .     .  I 


1 

78 
19 
,H8 

•» 
m 

4 

100 

8 
67 

2 


Hoopinfr-Cuugh  .  25» 
Inflammation  tiS 
HowrUtV  8(oirach  2 
Krain        .      .  A 
haaga  and  Plcara  19 


Infuetit* 

Insanity  , 
JaiituUce      •  . 
Livt  r,  Diiteated  • 
Measles       •  • 
MortfticatlMI  • 
ParalykU      .  « 
Rhnimatlaoi  . 
Scrofula 
Hmnll-Poi  . 
Sor     T!  roat  and 

yuin««*y  , 
8paitm«        •  » 
Tumor        •  . 


SlUlbora 


17 

1 

6 

t 

I 

7 

2 
1 
t 

14 


DcCffws  of  Burlsis,  as  i 
tbs  preceding  week 
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TesaiioMSTBS. 

BAaoirsTBN. 

Thnrnday  .  \H 

from  48  to  79 

29  *1  to  29  !)2 

Friday  .  .  17 

51 

m 

29  94     JO  01 

Saturday  .  18 

47 

7« 

a007     SO- 17 

SuDday  .  .  Itf 

41 

61 

ao-is  ao-M 

Monday .  .  80 

40 

n 

Tueiiday .  .  21 

43 

7A 

Wednc«day22 

43 

u 

aoai  Sun. 

PreTnilinK  wind  S.R. 

Raiuing  daring  the  I9tb  ;  othtflwtsc  generaltf 

clear. 

Rain  fallen,  It'h  of  an  inch. 

Charles  Henry  Adaus. 


NOTICES. 

The  description  of  the  Cat  was  either 
not  left,  or  liiv-s  Int  n  nii-ilnid.  We  will 
thank  the  writer  to  funiifdi  us  with  ano- 
titer  eopy  of  the  MS. 

Dr.  K.   Thanks  for  tlu  book;  it  simll 

be  pn"^t  Ti!l>'  made  ose  of. 

W.Wibseif,  Frtaur,  57,  Sklaacp-SlKct.  U»Mlee« 


Digitized  by  GoogI 


THE 

LONDON  MEDICAL  GAZETTE, 

BEINO  A 

WEEKLY  JOURNAL 

or 

HHtiitim  airii  tht  CoIIateial  mitm^ 


SATURDAY,  JUNE  1,  1833. 


LS0T1IBE8 


muscles  of  the  chest,  among  other  mean??, 
by  this—that  in  the  latter  case  the  Ica&t 
touch  causes  pain  and  aorenets;  sttoll 
THEORY  AND  PRACTICB  OP      »  pressure  ma  wUl  not  affieet  a  patient 
-MVftrntwv  labouring  under  plcuritis— pressure  on  or 

JHUmuinJ!*;  between  the  ribs  and  at  the  back  or  front 

DttutniutOttLandm  (TmwtnUjf,         of  the  diest.  There  ie  in  acate  ihemna- 

tism,  for  the  most  part ,  profuse  sweating, 
Br  Dr.  Kixiotsok.  ww^  a«  there  isnot  in  pleuiitis;  but  there 

  is  not  in  iheamatism  that  f^eral  dietnr. 

bonce  of  the  constitution  wliiih  (  cnirs  in 
DISEASES  OF  THE  CHEST.        plenriti««.    In  pleiiritis  the  wliolc  ci>nstitu- 
_  lion  if»  vcrj  much  disturbe<l,  and  there  is 

^       .  r>rrjf,j.j^  not  that  severe  pain  by  ajiy  meaj»  that 

ALU  It.  /  i.r,(  ftj/io.  there  is  in  rheunuitism.    In  fjencral  you 

I  NOW  proceed  to  soeak  of  diseases  of  make  out  the  ditiercucc  of  the  ca.sc^  very 
th*  pienia,  aad  in  the  tint  place  of  the  trell.  The  pain  in  pleuritis  is  only  felt  sit 
■lost  common  affection  of  it — inf  a  nun  at  ion.  the  Unrest  i>art  of  the  chest,  or  at  least  low 
General  Hymptomt. — When  the  |)icura  is  down  in  the  chest,  not  in  front,  nor  at  the 
inflamed,  th&e  is  of  course  pyrexia.  If  it  back,  but  to  the  side.  I  suppose  the  dii- 
be  idiopathic — if  it  be  consequent  on  some  ease  has  had  its  name  pteuritiM  from  the 
local  irritation  —  it  usually  begins  with  pain  beine;  observe<i  to  be  ';itnHt<  <l  in  the 
abirering,  and  is  followed  by  quicknt^ii  of  side,  and  not  from  the  pleura  l)cing  in- 
the  pulse,  and  all  the  symptoms  of  pyrexia,  flamed. 

The  pleura  i:*  a  serous  membrane,  and       The  respiration  is  mpi«l  in  this  disease, 
thatSoTC,  in  mo&t  case*,  you  liave  a  firm,   because  the  patient  cannot  make  a  deep 
liari  pulse— not  innwiably,  but  generally,   inspiration,  and  to  compensate  for  the 
Then,  as  to  the  local  symptoms,  you  have    want  of  depth,  he  breathes  the  more 
almost  ahvay  v,  vere  pain— an  aeiit«>,  stnh     f^uiekly.    The  pain  is  increased  by  cough- 
bing,  sharp  pam,  the  least  utteiu))!  ai  u    mg,  and  it  is  also  increased  by  speaking, 
deep  in s]n ration  augmenting  this  exceed-    Sometimea  patients oannot  speak  at  all  on 
in^?Iv.     riii^  p.'iin  is  not  increastd  on  the    account  of  its  scvcritv. 
leau  prtfsisure:  you  may  press  the  integu*      In  general  we  make  out  the  nature  of 
meats  down  upon  ^e  ribs  without  a|^ra*   the  diMase  sufficiently  without  listening  to 
vating  it,  and  you  may  press  moderately    the  chest.   This  affection  is  one  of  tlic  best 
between  the  ribs;  but  if  you  i>res.s  very    marked  of  any  with  which  1  am  acquaint, 
firmly  between  them,  and  still  more  firmly    ed.    There  can  be  no  difficulty,  except  in 
opon  die  ribs  themselves,  you  of  course    distittguidiiiig  it  firom  rheumatism ;  and, 
WlU  press  upon  the  pleura,  und  then  the    in  i^enemK  if  you  attend  to  the  point <i  to 
pain  will  be  increased,    in  severe  cases    which  1  have  iust  referred,  you  will  not 
there  is  extreme  pain,  so  that  hardly  any  meet  with  any  difficulty  etrcn  on  that  head, 
pressure  can  be  borne,  and  I  have  known       The  seat  of  the  ])ain  w  ill  sometimes  vary 
persona  unable  to  lie  on  the  side,  on  ac-    iu  the  course  of  the  disease.    It  will  some- 
€osnl  of  the  pressure  exerted  by  the  part    times  cease  on  one  side,  and  be  felt  by  the 
against  the  wd;  a  case  must  be  very    patient  on  the  other;  and  now  and  then  it 
screre  for  there  t'»  he  pain  on  slight    is  said  tl^at  the  pain  is  not  felt  in  the  part 
liressurei  in  truth,  yuu  may  generally  dis.    which  is  found  inflamed  after  death.  The 
tiBguiab  piciuitiA  mm  ihcnmatiMB  of  the  pain  i«  felt  in  the  opponto  side  during 
887.— XII.  T 
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life,  and  opposite  to  that  in  which  we  find 
marks  of  inflammation  alter  death.   It  is 

said,  hut  1  I'  not  recollect  seeinir  ^nrh  a 
case  myself,  that  sometimes  no  pain  has 
been  felt  at  all,  and  the  practitioner  has 
been  surprised  to  find  at  the  auto])sv  vio- 
lent marks  of  inflammation.  I'sualiy  the 
|»atient  lies  best  on  the  opposite  side;  but 
sometimes  be  can  lie  easiest,  or  lie  only, 
indeed,  on  the  affected  side.  The  coui^h 
which  attends  this  disease  if?  nsnnlly  dry, 
and  not  very  frequent ;  and  sometimes  it 
is  alti^;|edier  absent 

AiiicuUatorfj  57i,'n,«.— On  listenintr  to  the 
affected  part,  you  find  less  respiration  there 
in  general  than  there  should  be.  The  part 
is  not  much  expanded  in  respiration:  yon 
observe  tliat  the  ribs  there  do  not  more  so 
much  as  in  other  parts  of  the  chest  that 
are  healthy ;  less  respiration  oocurs  there, 
and  therefore  on  that  aoconnt  only  there 
would  be  less  respiratory  murmur;  hut 
there  is  sometimes  considerable  effuMon 
prodttced  of  lymph  or  of  semm,  and  that 
of  course  will  obscure  the  respiratory  sound. 
After  a  time,  effusion  lal<rs  ]>laee  in  a  de- 
cided manner,  a^d  tiii-u  you  have  a  dull 
soond  upon  percussion,  and  no  respiratoiy 
murmur  is  heard  at  the  ])art.  Tliere  is  no 
crcpitous  rattle  beard,  as  in  peripneumonia; 
no  sonorous  or  sibilons  rattle,  as  in  inflam- 
mation of  the  snlMtance  of  the  lnn|ps;  and 
therefore  with  this,  and  the  acuteness  of 
the  pain,  there  is  in  eeneral  no  difliculty 
tHmterer  in  saving  uat  the  imtient  i's 
labonringttnderiBflanUDation  of  the  pleura. 
Now  and  then  you  will  have  jilcuritis 
united  with  peripneumonia  and  bronchitis, 
BO  that  joa  bare  crepitons  rattle  as  weU  as 
aente  pain,  or  you  have  sonorous  and  sibi- 
lous  rattle;  but  the  acute  pain,  which  is 
unknown  in  peripneumonia  and  bronchitis, 
siJIciently  shows  that  those  affeetions  an 
complicated  with  iafiammation  of  other 
part^i. 

Murbid  Appmrantet. — If  you  inspect  the 
part  after  death,  you  find  nothinf  mam 
than  I  mentioned  when  speakins?  of  in- 
flammation of  serous  membranes  in  gene- 
ral. Sometimes  there  Is  diffused  redness, 
iometimes  there  is  a  striking  redness,  and 
in  effuMon  of  lx!o|<h  on  or  within  the 
plenra,  and  someliuies  tiiere  is  sexum  occa- 
Monally  qoite  dear,  but  for  the  most  part 
turbid,  and  of  a  yellow  colour,  with  more 
or  less  flakc<?  of  lymph  swimminf?  in  it. 

Cuufttr.  —  The  disease  arises  in  almost 
evtiyinstance  IVom  cold  and  wvt  It  will 
sometimes  ari^efnun  a  local  source  of  irri- 
tation ;  for  example,  from  wounds,  from 
the  tiilusion  of  substtances  into  the  pleura, 
IW>m  ulceration  of  the  part;  bat  by  far 
the  most  common  cireumstanca  of  all  is 
the  application  of  cold. 

TVcnMiiitf,— The  treatment  I  need  not 
^well  npon;  itisnotfaiaf  mora  than  tbit 


for  any  common  inflammation:  bleeding, 
merenrializing,  starring,  and  pui^ing,  wul 
cure  it  jost  as  easily  as  any  other  iallam- 

mation. 

CE^dpAoBMm. -— When,  howerer,  effusion 
takes  place,  you  may  always  ascertain  it 
to  a  certainty.  Sometimes  the  patient 
loses  bis  pain,  ma^  say  he  is  a  great  <Ual 
better,  but  notwithstanding  that,  if  ?oa 
listen  to  the  chesf,  you  may  ascertain  that 
he  is  in  considerable  danger.  Indeed  you 
may  in  such  cases  l>c  satisfied,  from  the 
qniekacss  of  the  respiration,  or  the  diffi. 
culty  of  it,  that  all  is  not  croint?  on  well, 
notwith<;tanding  the  patient  declares  him- 
self better.  But  if  in  every  case  of  pica- 
ritis  you  make  a  point  of  examining  the 
chest  by  thf  fur,  voii  will  a'^ccrtain  to  a 
nicety  when  effusion  takes  place,  and  to 
what  extent  it  has  occnrred.  In  eases  ui. 
attended  by  danger  altogether,  you  will  ob- 
serve tins-  cffiT^inrt,  n1lhnni,')i  a  person  who 
does  n(»t  use  his  ev  e  would  uut  know  that  it 
existed.  When  eAusion  is  present,  there  is 
a  dull  sound  on  percussion,  and  a  want  of 
respiratory  murmur;  and  besides  that,  if 
the  effusion  be  inconsiderable,  vou  have  in 
meet  cases  a  very  peculiar  phenomenon, 
and  that  is,  that  Nvhen  the  patient  speaks 
the  nr>j*Je  resembles  that  of  Punch  — a  sort 
of  iia>ai  twang;  just  as  though  you  heard 
Punch  at  the  time,  and  whidb  makes  joa 
lauifh.  You  would  fancy  there  was  a 
showman  near,  speaking  for  Punch.  It  is 
a  sort  of  cracked  sound,  and  b  sometinaa 
silvery  and  vibrating;  but  the  general  da> 
scrii»tion  i*^,  that  it  is  a  nn«;n!  twan^, 
something  like  the  voice  of  launch.  This 
is  heard  much  better  in  geneial  at  the 
back  of  the  chest  than  at  the  fh^nt,  and  as 
lontr  as  this  exists  you  may  be  sure  that 
the  effosion  is  not  ve^  considerable.  When 
It  beeomes  oonsideranle,  you  have  not  only 
a  complete  di>ll  sound  on  percussion,  and 
a  want  of  re8pirati«i,  hut  you  do  not  hear 
the  vuice  at  all  in  Hie  part — the  echoing 
throng  the  tube  is  not  to  be  heard  at  all ; 
but  if  fortunately  the  effusion  should  de- 
cline, then"  as  it  doe^  so  you  will  hear  this 

{>cc uliar  <»ound  again.  It  is  smnethinff 
ike  the  bleating  of  a  gottt,  and  is  called 
org<fphonism  from  ^««?;t7,  '•oiniH  or  ioiVp,  and 
mt^y  a  goaty  the  sound  of  a  goat.  I  think 
when  you  have  once  beard  this,  you  can 
never  mistake  it  again.  It  is  a  soond 
hii"h  hut  few  prr^nn^  have  heard,  hecaitse 
in  general  people  do  not  listen  to  the 
chest  in  this  disease  {  and  when  it  ishcaid, 
it  is  only  in  a  moderate,  not  in  great  effu- 
sion. The  svinptnnT^  nf  Inrq:^  are  not  se- 
vere  at  the  ntoment  it  may  be  heard,  and 
therelbre  those  who  are  not  in  the  habit  of 
usinjf  their  ears  in  this  particular  di';rnTr, 
do  not  think  it  worth  while  to  examine 
the  chest  at  that  period.  You  will  hear 
It  niMh  the  best  by  applying  Ae  stetfav* 
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•cope  firm  to  the  chest,  nnd  then  your  ear 
\mt  lightly  to  the  stethoscope.  Yoa  do 
Mi  Mr  tM  T«ioe  ru  throogli  the  tnbe  «s 

in  peetoriloqay ;  it  does  not  by  any  means 
take  place  to  the  same  de'jrrrc;  it  rarely, 
indeea,  enters  the  tube  at  ull,  and  much 
lest  does  ft  seem  to  pass  throui^h  the  tube. 
Thf-rc  i'^  no  difficulty  at  all  in  learning 
these  signs;  you  hare  only  to  hear  them 
once,  and  you  will  remember  tbem  again. 
Laennec  says,  that  he  noticed  it  in  every 
case  of  pleuritis  that  he  examined  for  five 
years  preceding  the  publication  of  his 
second  editioii.  Wbefe  the  eflbslon  is  rery 
moderate  indeed,  then  it  is  not  sufficient 
to  produce  the  sound;  and  if  it  he  exees- 
sire,  the  phenomenon  cannot  take  place  in 
tbe  Icail  He  says  tiiat  he  has  observed 
it  T^hrrr  tlirrr  did  not  exist  in  the  chest 
above  three  or  four  ounces  of  fluid.  It 
will  occur  not  merely  wben  there  is  a  se. 
lam  eflbiod  in  the  plenm,  bat  it  will  occur 
in  common  hrdrotbttrnx.  nnd  ivlicn  the 
serous  membrane  pours  forth  pus,  as  you 
Iraow  tbat  it  sometimes  will.  Altogether 
it  is  a  variable  symptom,  because  it  can 
only  ovrxjT  when  the  efTasion  is  moderate. 

Tins  pheuomenon  is  explained  by  Laen. 
nee  to  be  tbt  conjoint  circumstance  of  the 
romprr>''ion  ofThe bronrfiial  tTib(<;  hy  fluid, 
and  the  transmission  of  the  sound  of  the 
voice  through  a  thin  layer  of  fluid.  If  the 
layer  be  my  thin  it  is  not  solEcient,  the 
sound  must  pass  through  a  certain  hmly 
of  fluid,  and  indeed  a  vezy  thin  portion 
would  not  be  safficient  to  otHnpress  tbo 
bionchial  tabes.  It  most  UBount  to  a 
certain  dp^ree,  both  to  compress  the  bron- 
chial tnbes  and  to  be  the  medium  of  this 
•oond ;  Ibr  if  tfiere  be  great  effbtion,  the 
bronchial  tubes  are  so  comi>ressed  that 
there  is  but  little  air  in  them,  and  then 
the  sound  ciuinot  be  heard.  Whether 
Lwnnee^  expiaoatioBis  correct  I  will  not 
pretend  to  sny. 

If  you  change  the  level  of  the  fluid,  you 
will  change  the  seat  of  the  oegophonism. 
If  tbe  patient  be  upright,  it  will  be  of 
roTTr^p  over  the  hiq-hrst  portion  of  fluid; 
but  if  the  patient  be  lying  down,  then  yoa 
will  bear  It  wbert  the  layer  of  llatd  is  the 
thinnest.  If  the  patient  lie  down,  ymi 
will  not  hear  it  where  there  \%  a  great  col- 
lection,  but  at  a  higher  point,  where  the 
layer  &t  inid  it  thinner. 

CHRONIC  PLEURITIS. 

Pleuritis  is  sometimes  a  ciirunic  afTec- 
lion,  and  here  it  is  tftat  this  nartlcolar 
fsicrn  of  nes^ophonism  is  essentially  service- 
able. When  pleuritis  occurs  in  a  chronic 
form,  it  is  every  day  mistaken  for  phthisis. 
I  have  seen  instances  of  this  over  and  over 
again. 

%inp<onM.— Sometimes  the  acute  form  of 
th«  dlssaie  dtfeamltt  into  the  cli^nic. 
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but  more  IVieqtipntly  it  is  a  very  iTisiflious 
affeotitm,  creeps  upon  the  patient  slowly, 
andtbegeneru  symptoms  so  mach  rsscm. 
ble  consumption  that  he  is  supposed  to 
have  gradual] V  fallen  into  that  nflcction ; 
fur  this  chrome  form  uf  tlie  tiistase  is 
frequently  attended  by  no  pain,  or 
only  bv  obscure  pain,  and  yet  tlie  pa- 
tient shall  have  pyrexia,  cous^h,  and  ex. 
pectoration.  He  will  become  hectic, 
will  waste  away,  the  poise  will  be  con- 
stantly ouick,  and  he  will  die.  On  open- 
ing the  Dody,  a  laige  quantity  of  pus  will 
be  found  in  the  jueora,  while  the  lungs 
themselves,  perhaps,  are  entirely  sound. 
Frequently,  it  must  be  allowed,  in  this 
chronic  pleuriUs,  tlie  lungs  iaboux  under 
phthisis:  very  frequently  when  it  exists, 
tubercles  exist  in  the  luncrs  at  the  Mune 
time;  but  frequently  they  do  not,  and  at 
any  rate  if  they  do,  it  is  very  common  for 
the  pleuiititto  have  been  the  sole  caoioof 
death,  none  of  tltc  taberclet  baring  pro- 
ceeded to  ulceration. 

In  this  chronic  form  of  pleuritis, 
adhesions  are  not  fonned  to  any  great 
amount.  In  the  acute  form,  the  effusion 
leaves  adhesions;  i»ometimes  you  find  the 
whole  side  coherent— tiie  pleura  nnlmonalit 
and  the  pleum  eostalis;  but  in  tJiis  chronic 
form  the  t"olleeli»)n  is  often  iiltoy^elher,  or 
the  greatest  part  of  it,  pus,  and  any  adhe- 
sions that  form  are  ftequently  slight  por* 
tions  of  lymph  that  are  efi'used,  so  soft  that 
they  are  not  ci^»able  uf  becoming  organlaed, 
but  being  mixed  with  serum,  you  find, 
after  death,  that  the  two  substances  am 
uni?pd,nr  at  least  theonc  exists  in  the  other. 
Thi.s  tiuid,  this  turbid  M^rum  or  purifurm 
serum,  or  this  absolute  pus,  augments  daily 
till  the  lungs  are  compressed  toward.s  the 
spine  and  towards  the  mediastinum;  and 
sometimes  they  are  so  reduced  that  a  care- 
less examiner  bas  nid  that  they  have  disap> 
peart  (1  alt. iLCcther,  Just  as  cnr(']t  =:s  exa- 
miners in  lonuer  days  said  that  in  hydro- 
cephalus the  brain  was  destroyed,  and  a 
person  had  been  living  for  montlls  without 
a  brain,  so  the  luntjs  hnvc  hrm  compres.sed 
to  such  a  degree  in  this  disease  ttiat  their 
existence  has  been  altogether  passed  over. 

Empurma. — Sometimes  the  aflected  side 
of  the  chest  y;r(ms  large;  and  if  it  be  the 
left  side  in  which  the  disease  reside;!,  the 
heart  is  poshed  to  the  right,  so  that  it  beats 
on  the  right  instead  of  tlie  left  side.  The 
disease  is  (hert  called  empuema^  if  the  fluid 
be  pus,  but  11  makes  no  difference  whether 
it  be  pus  or  serum.  You  may  have  tlio 
heart,  if  the  loft  side  be  afTcct<  (l,  pushed 
entirely  to  the  op|>oj.ite  side  of  Uie  cbest,and 
the  ear  may  not  be  necessary  in  order  to 
rceogniae  die  discasa  in  these  circum- 
"itnnces  ;  for  vou  may  sec  the  side  increased 
in  siae.  it  appears  to  the  eye  to  be  larger 
tbaa  tkt  other;  and  mi  neniurin^  u,  yoa 
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find  one  side  of  the  che«t,  perhaps  half  an 
inch,  or  an  inch,  larger  than  the  other. 
Sometimes  you  can  oitcover  fluctuation 
just  Of,  ill  "tlier  instances  of  a  collection  of 
puft  i  bui  now  and  then  there  in  no  euluige. 
meal  of  the  chetti  and  no  floctaatioii  to  oe 
fell. 

In  these  catety  the  want  uf  buuud  on 
pezeaarion,  and  perhaps  the  prewnoe  of 
CBgophouisin,  will  show  the  natau-  of  the 
di«m<4e;  but  the  want  of  all  hollow  sound 
ciu  jR-rcussion,  together  with  llie  history  of 
the  case,  will,  in  general,  saffideotly  show 
it,  without  the  ocnim*nrc  of  ipgophi  ni«.in. 
(Egophonisiu  certainly  does  now  auU  then 
ooeur,  but  ttill  it  Is  to  be  remembered  that 

if  the  flui<l  fill  up  the  side  of  the  chest,  or 
nearly  so,  you  cannot  ejipeet  this  uheno- 
menott.  It  it  only  in  a  mooefate  oollection 
tibaCyott  will  have  this  sign,  and  therefore 
a  person  may  have  the  pleura  Aill  of  pus 
without  it;  but  if  you  have  attended  the 
patient  from  the  beginning  of  the  com- 
plaint, and  from  the  betjinning  have  hrrn 
in  the  habit  of  noticing  all  the  symptoms 
to  be  learned  by  tfie  car,ln  eonjnnotion  with 

thr-  penerul  syniptoius,  you  will  ra.«ilv  find 
that  ccgophoui»m  has  appeared  ami  disap- 
peared; and  while  it  has  been  di^appirar- 
you  know  it  has  not  been  ftoo  an 
aMorpti'Mi  of  the  fluid,  but  nn  nugmenta- 
tion  of  it,  from  this  circumstance,  that 
pectoriloquy  of  the  chest  gava  a  dull  sovnd 
J  i  t  in  proportioa  as  the  «egopb«>iilsni 
declined. 

JEnmurfwii  «f  (Ae  ^id.— In  this  particnlar 
form  of  the  disease,  the  making  uf  a  cor- 
rect di«^if»«!ts  is  very  essential,  because 
you  may  render  a  patient  essential  relief: 
yon  may  sate  life,  and  an  those  cases  In 
which  yon  <  ;inTif.f  k^vc  it,  you  may  protract 
it.  It  uiiiv  two  years  ago  that  I  had 
a  ease  of  this  deseription  in  a  young  ddld 
almost  at  the  hnast  The  heart  was 
pushed  so  much  to  the  right  side  that  it 
was  pulsating  there;  and  the  nature  of  the 
oase  being  pcrfeedj  efear,  a  lancet  was 
plunfffd  in  two  or  three  times,  and  the 
child  fortunately  recovered,  and  is  alive 
HOST.  An  opeiation  is  always  safe  in  these 
4Bases.  If  the  colleetion  should  jxilnt  at  a 
particular  part,  that  is  the  ^{Hit  at  which 
should  make  the  opening;  but  if  not, 
then  you  should  puncture  between  the 
elerenth  and  twelfth  ribs.  If  you  be  in 
any  doubt  about  the  case,  I  should  adTisc 
yon  to  use  0  ni^edle  which  has  been  in- 
rentfd  hy  |)r.  Davis.  He  has  had  a  lar^'e 
needle  made  with  a  groove,  which  you 
nay  pat  Into  tfie  side  intboat  any  danger. 
When  ft  i^  I'liiiij'  )  in.  if  fluid  exist.  y<>n 
will  see  it  farm  a  drop  near  the  end  of  the 
needle  Whether  there  he  water  present 
or  ptrs,  it  will  escape  to  a  certain  extent ; 
ana  if  a  drop  of  fluid  mmc,  you  will  be 
satrc  of  liie  iMttiifx:  of  the  case.   A  araall 


trochar  may  then  be  passed  in.  and  yoa 
may  draw  off  the  flnid.  It  will  be  right 
not  to  draw  ofi*  much  at  a  time,  only  to 
draw  oflT  what  you  consider  a  third  or  a 
half  uf  what  is  there,  accordiug  tu  the 
rise  and  age  of  the  patient;  and  you 
mnv  rtiTitinue  to  d^rl^^•  it  off  till  the 
chest  IS  compktely  emptied,  it  has  t>een 
the  cnstom  of  Dr.  Davis,  I  know,  to  pan 

in  a  piece  of  hollow  houc:ie,  and  there 
let  it  remain.  The  end  of  the  bougie 
must  be  bent  down  and  fastened  b}-  straps 
of  adhesive plaister,  so  that  it  may  not  find 
its  wav  to  the  chest.  Somcthinj;  must  he 
pat  into  the  end  of  the  bougie  to  prevent 
tiM flnid  flrom  escaping  too  suddenly:  tho 
I'tnir  mav  he  takni  ait,  and  a  littlt  flai  l 
allowed  to  ^cape  every  day.  >V  here  the 
Inngs  ave  somia,  dw  treatmeat  has  been 
successful.  I  have  not  M^en  many  cases  of 
thi««  description,  hnt  Dr.  Darjs,  of  the 
London  Ho!»pilai,  has  had  several,  ant\ 
now  he  can  count  np  a  considerable  imm- 
hrr  whi  re  life  has  basB  cDtbdy  savcd  by 
this  method. 

AvMoUtatorif  Signt.-^Whm  efliislou  takes 
place,  there  is  a  dead  sound  on  perru»sion, 
and  no  respiratory  murmur  is  heanL  This 
is  the  natural  result  of  the  part  being  no 
longer  filled  with  air,  hat  ^ith  pus,  which 
has  driven  it  aside  or  upwnrls  and  com- 
pressed it  below.  When  a  lung  bus  be- 
come solid  from  air,  yoa  hare  this  same 
auricular  t4i«  ti' m  non.  If  the  Innii  be- 
come solid  from  inflammstion— 4f  the  sub- 
stance be  concerted  into  something  like 
liTSTt  so  far  as  the  solidity  is  concerned — 
you  must  have  a  dead  sound  on  pereussion, 
as  if  lluid  were  there.  No  more  air  exists 
in  the  lung  when  it  has  become  solid  than 
when  fluid  ahrumds  in  the  che«t,  and  un- 
der these  circtimstancee  you  have  equally 
no  mspitatory  mnimnr,  beeaase  the  Imff 
beini;  solid,  it  is  unfit  for  its  functions. 
But  when  a  lung  thus  becomes  solid  from 
inflammation,  it  becomes  so  solid  through- 
out that  there  is  no  respiratory  mmrmur  at 
the  root  of  the  lunsr,  for  that  part  is  runr^Tly 
inflamed  with  the  rest;  if,  howvvcr,  tho 
daU  sound  of  the  chest  and  the  want  of 
respiratory  murmur  arise,  on  the  other 
hand,  from  a  collectiou  of  flnid,  it  nurdy 
so  compresses  the  lung  but  what  yen  may 
hear  respiration  nt  the  posterior  part;  that 
is  to  -ay,  ahout  three  fingers  hrradth  alontr 
the  .sides  t>f  the  spine  from  the  vertebral 
column.  Ilespiration  aU<»  mntinucs  thera 
when  fluid  is  collected.  I  ImHcvc  that, 
however  great  the  i^usion  may  hu,  even  if 
tte  Inngs  he  so  eomprissed  as  to  be  fbmd 

w  itii  diffieulty  after  death,  not  pr«>entiui; 
themselves  at  first,  still  re<<ptratory  mur- 
mur is  heard  at  the  back  and  root  of  die 
lungs,  in  the  situation  1  have  ju.<t  stated. 
This  murmnr,  too,  is  hiard  luTore  the 
effusion  is  very  coosiderahlej  aud  it  is 
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lieard  for  a  length  of  time  under  the  clari. 
de  »t  tfw  highest  jmxt  of  tbe  chest  Hie 

collection  of  flaid  does  not  mount  so  hi^, 
but  that  for  u  rnnsiderable  timf  you  may 
b«ar  tbe  murmur  immediately  under  the 
ctovide.  WlMn  the  want  of  hollow  Mwod 
4M  percu«!'!ion  and  (he  want  of  rc^j  i niton- 
murmur  arise  from  the  lung  becoming 
•olidified  thnragh  inilaiiimation,  ynn  may 
▼ery  rapidly  cease  to  hear  rr^-]-! i:iti>n 
sound  under  tbe  clavicle;  the  iuliamiua. 
.  tkm  may  W  so  quick  in  its  operation, 
and  iwlidiftr  the  lungs  so  soon,  that  you 
may  hear  no  rcspimtnn-  miinnur  on  cither 
ftidc  oi  tbe  Mtine,  because  all  purt^  of  the 
Uaifc  may  do  ioflMDcd:  but  wImd  the 
want  of  a  hollow  tOUndon  ]w  rf  ns<jion  and 
the  want  of  a  reipjiitory  murmur  arise 
ttam  offosion  oomprewing  the  lung,  it  is 
a  Ii-n^'  tiiiii  bt  fiire  lliey  arc  lost  at  the  up- 
per part  of  the  chest  under  the  claricle, 
Wkd  at  the  very  last  yon  wiU  always  hear 
I  K'licve  the  respiratory  nrannor  ftt  the 
lack,  about  three  finders'  Imadtii  on  eadl 
side  of  the  spine. 

Tbe  port  of  the  diest  where  yon  dumld 
fir>t  listen  for  that  peculiar  phenomenon 
of  the  voice  called  rgt^honum^  is  from 
•hont  one  to  three  flngmv'  brendth  from 
the  hiwer  angle  of  the  scapulae  to  the  nip. 
pie.  The  reason  why  yon  most  frc 
<|ucutly  huar  cegophonism  bctvicuu  the 
lower  angle  of  the  scapulas  and  the  nipple 
is,  been  11 '^r  it  i<  hrlnw  this  that  the  fluid 
ffencraiiy  accumulates  ^  and  if  the  whole 
rang  be  covered  with  eStasion,  still  the 

tbickncs.<<!of  tbebodj<rf'lhe  flu;<l  al  v  :i  v  ; 
less  at  the  posterior  part.  You  can  bear 
this  fibenoBienaii  htn  when  too  can  hear 
it  tti>  where  else,  because  in  this  situation 
the  floiH  rannot  aodunolnte  so  eztensivelj 
as  at  other  parts. 

After  the  phenomenon  has  declined  In 
tbe  front  of  the  chest,  from  thv  'j;reat  accn- 
muJntion  of  fluid,  yoa  will  KtiU  hear  it  at 
the  baek  in  tfiat  particiilar  part. 

In  nienlionini^  to  you  that  the  accumu- 
lation of  the  left  pleura  sometimes  pushed 
•side  the  heart,  so  as  to  produce  the  ex* 
tnotdinary  phenomenon  of  tf»  heart  beat- 
ingOfi  the  rrprht  side— the  man,  however 
worthy,  no  longer  having  his  heart  in  the 
fi^t  i»]aco-->l  might  have  stated,  tfaatbo> 
fore  auscultation  was  kno\\ni,  at  any  rate 
niter  pcscossioD  bad  been  introduced  to 
die  medlcftl  world,  bat  treated  witii  ne- 
gieet  in  this  country,  I  saw  a  case  that 
puK/.lcd  rae  completely.  Tt  is  many  years 
ago,  and  I  should  not  be  ^o  pu/zlcd  now. 
In  a  case  of  this  disease,  the  liver  was  so 
poshed  down  that  it  was  felt  below  the 
navel,  and  i  being  young  in  practice 
<thougb,  however  yonng  a  practitioner 
mii^ht  be  nniv,  he  could  not  inake  such  a 
mistakej  had  no  idea  of  the  nature  of  the 
diniii,  and  supposed  that  dw  man  hod 


an  enormously  enlarged  liver,  and  so  did 
every  body  else  that  saw  him.  The  man 
had  a  very  enlarged  abdomen,  the  liver 
could  be  frit  us  low  as  1  have  •.futrd,  but 
after  death  liuit  organ  woh  found  perfectly 
healthy,  but,  like  the  heart  in  other  cases, 
it  "ivrts  not  in  its  rii^ht  jjlacc.  A  rast  ac- 
ennuilation  bad  taken  place  in  the  right 

Sleura,  which  actnally  pushed  down  the 
iapbracrm,  and  conse«juently  pushed  down 
the  liver;  so  that  the  case  was  completely 
mhranderstood.    If  auscultation  liad  been 
then  devised— if  all  the  phenomena  hod 
been  kno^nn  then  thnt  nrc  knon*n  now — 
the  matter  would  have  (kxu  very  clear. 
We  should  have  found  that  there 'was  no  / 
cnlarcrrment  of  the  liver  frr>m  this  circum-  , 
stance— that  there  most  have  been  a  dull  i 
Boimd  on  perensslon,  ell  op  the  right  side  ^ 
of  the  chest,  anrl,  on  listrnini?  for  respi- 
ration on  the  right  side,  there  would  have 
been  none  heard  :  it  would  have  been  per- 
Ibetly  clear  that  the  right  side  of  the  chest 
was  occupied  with  sonietliintr  else  instend 
of  air,  and,  if  the  case  had  been  observed 
throughout,  of  coarse  theM  would  first 
have  hern  noticed  a^3;ophnni'-Trt,  tlic  bleat- 
ing sound,  and  afterwards  it  would  have 
disappeared;  so  diat  no  mistake  could 
have  been  mode.     An  (operation  might 
have  been  perr<>rm«  fl.  :inil  the  man  mitjht 
have  recoverc-tl,  bul  as  it  was,  be  died. 
There  was  a  laixe  collection  of  li4|Qidia 
the  riifht  side  of  tli o  <  Itrst.  nTul  every  one 
was  quite  surprisicd  to  bud  it  there.    I  was 
not  at  the  Inspection,  but  such  was  the  ve^ 
suit;  so  that  an  accumulation  in  the  right 
side  of  the  chest  may  push  dovm  the  liver 
in  an  extraordinary  manner;^  jnst  as  an 
accumulation  in  the  left  side  may  pnsh 
aside  the  hcnrt.    Bv  the  careful  use  id*  the 
car,  the  nature  of  the  case,  a»  1  have  al- 
nody  observed^  might  have  been  ftill j 
cleared  up ;  and  every  day,  errn  now, 
cases  of  chronic  pleuritis  are  mistaken  fox 
phthisis. 

In  this  chronic  form  of  the  disease,  as 
the  accumulation  takes  ]>Iacu  slowly,  re- 
spiration  is  not  so  difitcuit  as  you  might 
imagine.  The  othwsideof  the  chest  gra- 
dually docs  more  and  more  dut^,  and  tbe 
patient  Ceels  the  inconvenience  increase  so 
gradually,  that  it  is  not  mm  h  a  source  of 
distress  to  him  as  vnii  ^%nnlii  i itiMi^'nii'.  In 
acute  pieuritis,  when  the  etlusiuu  m  very 
eonsiderable,  respiration  is  necessofilj  ni» 
pid;  and  there  you  liave  infinitely  more 
diflicuity  of  breathing  than  if  the  same 
quantity  of  fluid  were  efl'used  in  a  c^ronie 
form.  This  is  nothing  more  tlmn  an  in*' 
stance  of  a  general  fact,  that  when  any 
thing  peculiar  comes  on  i»lowly,  aud  is  in- 
creased moderately,  it  is  not  productive  of 
half  thr  excitement  that  it  wonld  fat  if  it 
came  on  qnickl v. 

Com^rmum(if  lAsLtti^x-Wheaitha  floid 
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has  Urns  coiii]irefiaed  the  lung,  although 
aatiire  may  cause  its  abiorplioii,  or  al- 
though a  me<^irnl  man  iBaj  occasion  its 
escape  by  ou  upcraUun,  it  is  possible  thai 
the  langa  maj  narer  expand  a^aia ;  and 
this  want  of  cxpnii"^i"n  mav  occur  either 
Ijrom  the  great  «)mpr«>s»ioa  tkat  they  hare 
amdergone,  or  from  the  pvodacticm  ofitidi 
6rin  adhesions  that  they  are  efiVctually 
bound  down,  infliunniation  may  not  only 
hare  induced  the  accuinuhition  of  fluid, 
but  may  have  produced  such  an  efluikmaf 
fibrin  as  to  form  firm  hands,  binr]itii<  down 
the  lungs;  and  from  eith;;r  ul  ihe&e  cir- 
cmaftaaccs  the  lunsr  may  n«v«r  reeoivr. 
Lacnnec  tl  ui  <  tlmt  he  hn^  uniformly 
tbaad,  on  inspections,  these  extraordinary 
im  adhariont,  and  ha  eallc  tbem 
eartiltigirnnt$ — not  fibrous,  as  we  generally 
see  adhesions,  but  fibrocartiTaifinous. 
Howt'Tcr,  as  llie  lungs  have  been  known 
to  expand  i^^n  in  some  degm^  aadtka 
chest,  which  wns  sunk  in,  in  cmtscqnence 
of  the  compression  of  the  lungs,  has  in 
aoma  degrea  laaovaiad  ita  Ibniif  wa  can 
hanlly  suj)]>ose  the  luncrs  in  ever\-  cai«e  to 
he  prevented  from  expanding  merely  from 
araMions.  Of  course,  if  the  lungs  will 
not  expand,  the  chest  will  baonflM  flat- 
trnerl  on  the  sides  by  the  pre^itTire  of  the 
air  i  but  it  has  been  known  that  the  chraL 
ate  it  baa  become  flattened,  has  enlarged 
Rt^in,  from  the  lungs  havinq;  recorcrcd 
their  powers  $  luid  if  the  want  of  expan- 
aion  in  tiie  Inagt  for  m  neat  lenpru  af 
time,  arose  from  fibro  cartilaginous  bands, 
it  is  not  likely  that  they  wouhl  e%-er  yield 
ao  as  to  aUow  of  the  evpauKiun  of  the 
Inaga  again.  I  aaafc<^  myself,  that  the 
extreme  mmpTe^(«n  nf  tin  Inni^  «».'cms  to 
me  to  be  quite  a  sullicicut  cause  for  the 
want  of  thfb  eabaequent  expansion,  with, 
out  having  recourse  to  the  supposition  that 
in  every  ctLse  where  they  do  not  expand 
again  tlieia  mast  be  flffin  adhesions.  The 
w  hole  lungs  arc  so  compressed,  they  are  so 
squeezed  to^rtlier,  anti  heeome  so  fi\e<^, 
that  they  rtscmble  muscles — muscles  niih 
fibres  too  minata  far  detection;  yon  would 
think  they  were  muscles  with  cxceedinglv 
fine fibres:  and  I  aaay  mention  that  when 
the  lungs  are  so  campiaesad  the  eolMir  it 
either  red  or  grey. 

Contractim  ef  th*  Chnt.  —  If  the  lung 
bate  been  so  eompressed  that  it  will  not 
expand,  and  the  fluid  has  been  absorbed 
or  let  out,  and  no  more  ha.s  formed,  the 
ribs  on  tUut  ^idc  full  and  lie  closer  together 
than  they  should  do ;  the  shoulder  on  tiiat 
Hide  falls  below  the  other,  and  ihf  innsji-lcH 
(especially  the  pectoral)  waste,  both  as  to 
Mvadih  and  aa  to  length.  Ilia  mwdaa 
wa^te  in  proportion  a.<i  the  side  becomes 
contracted,  and  they  are  found  after  <I*>»th 
fa  be  diminished  on  actual  measurement, 


and  bUH  m»a  da  tbev  aiiiiaar  to  be  diml. 

nished  to  the  eye.  £ren  the  spinal  co- 
lumn at  length  inclines,  in  some  cases,  to 
the  opposite  sido.  Most  practiltuoers 
must  have  seen  instanaea  af  penaaa  witb 
their  ribs  lying  close  toi^cther  on  one  side, 
with  the  shoulder  dtpru&sed  and  the  spinal 
oolanitt  bent  ta  the  other  aide:  the  natnra 
of  such  cases,  however,  was  not  under, 
stood,  nor  was  the  general  phenomena  of 
the  case  itnlf  wall  described,  before  the 
appearance  of  the  first  edition  of  Laen- 
nec's  r('lch»Ti»r<l  work.  I  re<'ollect  fcry 
well  having  Imd  an  ludividuai  pointed  out 
to  me,  as  a  decided  proof  of  the  power  of 
muriatr  nf  limr  in  scrofula  and  phthisis. 
Alter  suficriug  very  long  from  pectoral 
complaints,  and  being  put  vnder  Uie  langf 
exhibition  of  muriate  of  lime,  the  man 
recovered  his  health ;  but  one  side  of  the 
cliest  Has  manifestly  smaller  than  the 
atber,  and  he  was  shewn  to  every  body  as 
a  man  who  had  I mi^  li  id  jihthi«.it  nnd  hnd 
wasted  away,  but  aU  Iht;  ulcers  had  heai'^d 
up  by  the  power  of  ninriate  of  lioM.  ft 
was  eimsideri  (1  tluit  the  Imic:  hnd  wa^tt  d 
simply  by  ulceration,  and  the  contraction 
of  Qie  side  of  the  driest  was  thought  asof- 
ficient  proof  of  it,  bemase  he  had  expeeto- 
ratPfl  roTitinuttlly  from  irritation  of  the 
hruuciua*;  and  it  was  al&o  thought  that 
the  nleors  had  been  completely  healed  by 
mrniT^  (if  the  medtcinc.  T  "enpp»t5ed,  not 
knowing  better  (for  nobody  knew  better  in 
tfaoee  dars),  that  tbia  was  aetaally  tfaa 
case,  ana  ttiereforc  did  not  attempt  to  deny 
it.  There  is  no  doubt  whaterer,  now, 
that  this  was  not  a  ease  of  phtliisis  at  all, 
bat  a  ease  of  chronic  pleuritis,  in  which 
great  effn^i'in  lui-l  t;ikt  n  plare;  which  ef- 
fnsioa  had  atterwards  been  completely  afaK 
iorbed  by  the  power  of  natua,  and  tiw 
lung  ha(f  Tir  vrr  bcfn  tiblc  to  recover  itself 
iirom  its  compressed  (wnditton.  You  will 
aee,  in  fiawiaec'a  work,  a  dmwing  of  an 
individual  with  one  side  of  the  tmnk  lower 
than  the  other.  thrfuii,'!i  the  fnlHrtj  in  of 
the  chest  in  the  manner  liiut  i  have 
now  deseribed. 

f  .npTinec  considers,  that  when  a  case  of 
tbiit  description  is  well  roaiked,  it  arisa 
ftam  that  fbrm  of  pleoritss  whidi  ia  •%> 
tended  by  hn'morrhage  into  the  pliiinvl 
cavity.  It  so  happens,  that  when  the 
pleura  is  inflamed,  semetimei  an  efbtian 
ef  blood  takaa  pbMa  Inta  It,  jnat  aaoaea. 
sionally  oecnrs  (Vom  Tmieoit««  nnd  serooa 
membranes.  I  mentioned,  when  speaking 
af  bMDorrhage,  that  these  membrance 
will  pn)duee  an  effusion  of  blood ;  why, 
we  cannot  tell ;  bnt  soaMtiflMs  it  is  the 
aaaa  ?  theps  iss,  howaear,  no  appaiant  lan^ 
son  for  it.  This  sometimes  happens  in 
the  ease  of  the  pleura;  blood  is  efi'med, 
and  I<aennec  considers  that  it  is  in  soch  in* 


tUnnrft  that  this  citrRne  compression 
MkM  phne.  Thtra  If*  howerer,  no  proc^ 

that  it  liln-ai.ji  rrstilfs;  from  hrrmnrrnfic^r 
pieuritii  j  sometimes  it  arises  from  that 
wuce,  M  aometteet  I  Mn  latMed  flwt 
lhaiV  la  BO  hemorrhage  in  nlenritis:  on 
tbe  contrarr,  when  the  finid  lias  been  let 
out,  it  has  been  proved  to  i>e  mere  pas, 
wKhcnt  any  admixtnre  of  blood ;  and  yet 
contraction  of  the  chp*t  lias  occurred,  just 
aa  where  blood  has  bceu  let  out  in  con- 
^onotioB  with  the  pns.  If  it  oeeor  more 
frequently  (as  Laenncc  says)  after  ha^inor- 
rbagic  pleuntis,  and  these  dense  fibro-car> 
tUaginous  bands,  formed  by  a  cdbesion  of 
Hm  Afhi  iB  tlw  plenn  upon  the  ooatal 
plenra,  were  always  fli<soovered  in  c  mtrac- 
tioa  of  the  chest,  !  siiould  still  not  regard 
tto  tUeltnefls  of  thcM  bands  of  fibrnt  m 
the  rnM<;r  of  the  contraction,  but  n*^  eflfectSy 
ZK»  less  than  tbe  contraction  itself,  of  tbe 
iBBbili^  of  tbo  wwnptciied  long  to  ex* 
pand  again. 

Bl«K>dy  fluid,  just  like  pns,  \%  not  so 
rapidly  absorbed  as  mere  serum }  the  lung 
is  irrecoverably  compressed  wbmi  Mood  is 
cfTn^cd  by  the  dnration  fvf  tbrprp^<;Tjre,and 
from  the  slow  manner  in  which  the  elasti* 
city  of  tlM  dkMt,  and  tbepreMiira  of  die 
atmo^ipherc— resisted  as  it  is  bv  tho  nntii- 
nd  structure  of  the  chest,  can  bring  down 
tbe  side  to  the  flattened  long,  a  space  pro* 
IdUy  estete,  greater  or  snuuier,  for  some 
ttme  Laenner.  indeed,  seem!^  to  con- 
tradict himseit,  tur  be  says  that  he  is 

opinion  that  eontFBction  of  tiie  chest 
may  be  found  in  nn  equal  degree  nf>(  r  tljc 
disease  has  produced  merely  Mllular  adhe- 
ii«iit;  so  Wit  In  tone  pkitt  of  Ids  wdHe 
he  seems  to  give  up  the  opinion  that  the 
inability  of  the  lungs  to  recover  nlwRvs 
aris^  from  the&e  firm  fibrous  cartilaginous 
bends.  He  also  allows,  hi  another  part  of 
bis  Work,  that  the  rontmrtion  is  owing, 
BOttothe  adhesions  themselves,  but  to  their 
rfw  finnntioii.  ICoir  tbe  noie  slowly 
thr<c  arr  fdnntd,  the  less  chHnce  will  tfic 
lung  have  of  expanding.  He  says  tliat  if 
tbe  effasion  be  copions,  and  consequently 
tbe  resolution  of  the  pleuritis  slow,  the 
contraetion  is  evident  long  b*>'V>rp  the 
complete  absorption  of  the  fluid;  but  he 
says  tbe  more  rapid  tbe  ftbsorptten,  the 
less  chance  is  there  of  contraction,  since 
tbe  longer  tbe  long  is  compressed,  the 
cneter  »  tfie  loss  of  its  naturu  dastidty. 
In  short,  Laennec  himself  does  allow  that 
tbe  degree  of  the  continuance  of  the  com- 
pression tbrongb  the  effusion  is  tbe  cause 
of  Hie  hiahility  of  tbe  Inni^  to  re^er  it- 
self. I  my<ielf  have  continnally  opened 
persons  in  whom  tbe  lung  has  never  re- 
eeteted  itself,  and  yet  there  have  been  no 
ftbro-cBrtibcr^nnn'?  bands  and  no  bloody 
ioid,  so  that  tbe  long  continnance  of  tbe 
uMapniiiop  ^ipeaiM  niflciatt  to  eKplain 


tbe  inability  of  the  long  eser  ip  leooTer 

itself. 

When  the  chc^t  cod  tracts  in  chronic 
pleuritis,  it  may  begin  at  an  early  period 
of  tiie  eflbsion,  but  it  may  not  be  percep- 
tible for  months.  Of  course  it  cui  only 
be  a  certain  degree  of  contraction  of  the 
chest  that  i.s  observable,  and  those  persons 
who  are  not  in  the  babit  of  examining 
patients  with  the  eye  and  with  tlie  hand, 
who  conaider  those  as  mechanical  means, 
ilt  only  Ibr  tbe  suigeon — ^tbose  wbo  are 
not  iu  the  habit  of  nialving  j)alienls  un- 
dress, and  not  accustomed  to  handle  them, 
except  to  feel  the  pulse — will  of  course  be 
ignorant  for  a  great  length  of  time  of  ooii> 
traction  of  the  chfst.  It  may  be  going  on 
for  a  considerable  period,  and  they  may 
know  nothing  at  all  about  it  till  tbe  patient 
makes  the  disr-ivr-T-y,  nnr^  nnnnunces  it  to 
bis  medical  attendant  When  the  chest 
it  eoBtraeted,  wben  fluid  no  lonfrer  eiitti, 
but  the  lung  is  compressed,  and  the  thorax 
goes  down  upon  it,  then  there  is  a  dull 
sound  upon  percu^aion,  just  as  whenpleu- 
litis  existed;  and  sometimes  ym\  b»fe  not- 
only  a  dull  sound,  but  n  true  fl.  shy  sound, 
the  same  souud  as  if  you  struck  the  shoal- 
der  or  tbe  thigh.  Ikit  notwithstanding 
you  have  tljis  dull  sound.  n>piralor>-  mur- 
mur is  heard  a  little.  Probably  at  the 
lower  part  of  the  chest,  where  the  effusion 
had  taken  place flnt,  and  must  have  ceassd 
the  last,  because  of  course  it  is  tr>  the  lower 
part  of  the  chest  that  it  will  gravitate  at 
first  M  well  as  at  the  last,  there  will 
bo  no  respiratory  murmur,  but  it  nay 
be  beard  faintly  at  tbe  upper  parL 

Mnhen  the  iinlaBmatfmi  has  eeaied,  and 
the  effusion  to  which  the  inflammatory 
8tate  gave  rise  has  ceased,  the  walls  of  the 
chest  arc  flattcfted  down  proportionately 
to  tbe  new  contracte  d  dimensuNie  of  the 
lung,  and  nature  has  eflV(  ti  1  a  eure  exactly 
in  the  same  way  that  a  surgeon  effects  a 
cure  of  hydroeele—by  adhesion.  In  tbe 
rn^c  nf  a  hydrocele,  there  a  strous^ 
membrane,  and  when  it  is  inflamed  by 
an  injection,  fibrin  is  poured  forth,  and 
also  serum  ;  the  serum  is  at  last  absorbed, 
but  the  fibrin  blocks  up  the  cavity  altoge- 
ther, and  that  is  exactly  the  state  of  the 
parts  in  tihe  cavity  of  the  tlu-st.  Wben- 
nature  ha«^  f-ft'-rtcf^  n  nm'  in  the  x^-ny  that 
I  have  now  described,  the  person  is  more 
or  less  deformed  for  Ufe,  but  sttilbrs  little 
inconvenience  :  the  general  health  may  be 
excellent.  J.aeunec  mentions  tbe  case  of 
a  distinguished  surgeon  at  Paris  wbosr 
chest  was  contracted  after  pleuritis,  wfaiel^ 
took  place  in  yrith,  and  in  whom  pereii« 
sion,  when  J.aemicc  wrote,  gave  a  dull 
sound  at  the  lower  and  lateialparts  of  llMr 
affeettd  side  of  the  chest,  and  the  respira- 
tory murmur  was  weaker  than  on  tbe  op- 
posite ilde ;  but  tfdf  twyon  hwl  a  ttm^ 
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Toioe,  and  contrived  to  lecture  once,  or 
even  twice  fi  «lay,  for  an  hour  At  a  time, 
with<ait  any  inconrenience. 
T^utmmt.--Be^ea  the  surreal  treat- 

mcTiT  (if  such  a  c;i*-f — loftinsj^  nut  theflnid  — 
it  is  uectrssary  l<>  i-upport  Uie  strength,  and 
to  leaaen  the  uritation  by  raeans  of  opiates 
— to  use  the  same  constitutional  means 
that  you  would  in  the  case  of  a  large 
abscess. 

hiidroiharai. — It  sometimes  happens  that 
an  eB'usion  of  fluid  takc-^  place  in  the 
pleura  without  much  inflauiuiatiou.  A 
qoantity  of  serum  is  effuied  tbere^  soine. 
times  quite  clear,  soTncttmes  more  or  le«:s 
turbid,  and  of  various  characters,  but  it  is 
not  pus,  nor  is  it  the  result  of  inflamma- 
tion. This  is  commonly  called  hydrotharar. 
You  will  recollect  that  when  I  spoke  of 
dropsical  effusion,  1  mentioned  that  effu- 
sions in  a  serons  memhraue  were  some- 
times pnrifonn,  purulent,  bloody,  and  so 
on  i  and  i  mentioned  that  sometimes  they 
arise  Aom  violent  inflammation,  sometimes 
iVoin  moderate  inflaramatinn,  sometimes 
aupareuUy  without  any  inflammation  at 
all.  These  were  general  observations.  Now 
the  pleura  is  in  the  .same  predicament  as 
all  other  serous  membranes.  It  is  fre. 
quently  in  the  state  I  have  now  mentioned 
from  inflammation,  but  sometimes  it  con- 
tains a  quantity  of  thin  fluid  where  there 
was  scarcely  any  inflammation  at  all, 
where  there  was  no  necessity  to  employ 
nntipliloi;i>tie  means,  and  sometimes  it 
contains  a  larue  quantity  of  serum,  with- 
out oar  bcin;^' a\s  are,  not  only  during  life, 
but  after  death,  that  inflammation  has  oc- 
curred, in  fact,  williont  th«lea5t  sicj^n  of  in- 
flammuttuu.  Ktlu.sioa  may  take  place  in 
the  pleura,  as  in  other  parts,  without  any 
pii^iis,  jn«;t  as  a  person  may  swc:it,  nnd  jHinr 
iurth  tiaul,  without  any  iullummaliou 
whatever. 

IiH^pnlfiic  Ilijilrolhiyrai  a  rare  occurrence, — 
But  a  genuine  idiopathic  case  of  hydro, 
thorax— water  in  the  pleura,  is  a  very  rare 
tiling.  You  will  hear  some  people  who 
never  examine  the  chest  during  life,  but 
optu  bodies  alter  dcutli,  speak  of  hydro- 
thorax  as  the  most  common  thim^  in  the 
World ;  but  when  it  does  not  arise  from  in- 
flammation,  hydrothorax  is  a  rare  disease. 
When  there  is  any  other  disease  in  the 
chest,  it  is  conunoii  f.ir  efTusion  to  take 
place;  but  for  it  to  take  place,  except  as  a 
consequence  of  inflammation,  or  some  or- 
ganic disease  in  the  ch^t,  is  very  rare:  I 
do  not  reeolleel  halfad'i/rn  such  instances. 

Au»cultatoni  Sigiif. —  \\  lieu,  however,  hy- 
drothorax (K  eurs  whetlier  it  is  the  result  of 
a  veiy  slight  kind  of  inllanimr.tinn,  oris 
produced  by  bronchitis,  or  peripneumonia, 
or  disease  of  the  heart,  or  any  other  die- 
<  a^(  ,  t!i«  ,\nij'tiinis  iiiseo\ irabfe  by  the  ear 
arvjuat  the  same  as  those  that  occur  when 


the  fluid  is  purifoim  or  purulent,  and  tha 
result  of  decided  inflammation.  You  have, 
of  course,  a  dull  sound  on  percussion,  from 
the  presence  of  fluid*  and  no  respiratory 
mnrmnr  at  the  lower  part,  althuugh  you 
may  still  have  it  at  the  upper  part.  (uoleM 
the  chest  be  completely  filled)  below  the 
clavicles,  and  you  have  it  on  tach  <ir!r  of 
the  spine  where  the  fluid  does  not  com- 
press the  roots  of  the  lungs. 

General  StfmfHoms.'^The  general  svmp- 
toms  are,  of  course,  difficnlty  of  breathing, 
deficiency  of  urine,  }>\selling  uf  the  legs, 
eou^h,  a  sudden  Starting  from  sleep  $  Mt 
all  these  things,  when  they  »ln  nrrur  with 
a  certain  degree  uf  efi'usion  iulo  liie  chest, 
are  more  frequently  the  rarolt  of  other  die. 
eases  in  the  chest  than  of  hyilroth(»ra\. 
In  almost  every  case  you  opea  of  hydro- 
thorax,  you  find  other  disease  snflicient  to 
explain  the  symptoms.  In  most  cases  yua 
find  di«(ea«^e  (»f  the  heart,  or  ebronie  dis 
ease  of  tlie  lungs ;  and  in  tlioiie  aiTectious 
you  have  exactly  the  same  ^rmploms, 
althoni;!)  there  l>c  not  tlic  same  quantity 
of  fluid  eflused  into  the  pleura.  1  have 
over  and  over  again  opened  patients  who 
have  been  supposed  to  die  »)f  hydrothorax, 
whereas  death  arose  from  disease  of  the 
heart.  You  will  find  cases  set  down  as 
hydrothorax  where  the  legs  arc  swelled^ 
the  breatbint^  so  diflicult  that  the  MU 
tient  is  unable  to  lie  down,  and  he  has 
orthopnrea  and  deficiency  of  urine,  and 
there  is  a  eolleetinn  ,  ,f  svmptoms  whidi 
are  pronounced  to  l>c  hydrothorax;  where- 
as, if  you  listen  to  the  chest,  yon  hear  re*^ 
spiration  all  over  it,  and  if  you  strike  the 
cncst  \«<\\  bear  the  usual  sound ;  bnt  on 
li&tening  tu  Uie  heart  you  hear  disease  uf 
that  oixau,  or  on  listening  over  the  chest 
you  finil  sonorous  and sibilo us  nillle,  shew- 
ing that  there  are  other  diseases  pre.sent. 
The  fluid  that  occurs  in  the  cbest,  when 
it  is  not  puriform,  is  nsnally  the  result  of 
some  other  disease  in  the  ckest.  In  cases 
of  effusion  into  the  chest,  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, you  have  the  sanu  ausculta» 
toiy  phenomenn  ;  not  only  the  want  of  a 
respiratory  munnur,  not  uuly  the  want  of 
a  hollow  sound  on  ])crcussion,  but  if  the 
fluid  be  not  considerable  you  have  Gego» 
phoniim.  No  matter  what  the  diiw^tf  is^ 
die  phenomena  are  the  same. 

7'' ciiment. — Now  if  you  c&ti  ascertain 
that  there  is  really  hydrothorax  to  an 
amount  sufficient  to  explain  the  symptom^ 
that  there  is  a  dull  sound  all  over  the  chest 
on  percM's'iifin,  that  the  respiratory  mtirmur 
is  not  heard  any  where  except  jusit  below 
tiie  clavicle,  and  at  the  root  of  the  lungs, 
and  you  sec  the  general  si^s  of  dropsy^ 
and  the  absence  of  disease  of  the  heartijoa 
tihen  may  presmne  that  the  eatfcme  eSfi<» 
culty  of  breathing,  the  swellingof  the  legs, 
and  the  scantiness  of  the  urine, ari»c«fVoai 
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a  coUeetion  of  floid  in  the  chest,  especially 
If  ymi  liiMur  oefiroptaontaDi,  and  obime  that 

the  tlulness  of  sound  and  want  of  respira- 
tory murmur  increase,  reaching  higlier  and 
higher,  and  in  such  a  case  you  ought 
to  Let  out  the  flai^  Exactly  as  in  other 
caaes,  where  the  y»reflenceof  a  collection  is 
doabtftil,  you  mav  use  the  needle  winch  I 
•poke  of  in  the  last  leetnre  to  ascertain 
whftlHT  fluid  exists  there  or  not.  It  umild 
be  well  to  do  it  in  every  case,  because  1 1  ^iws 
no  pain  to  the  patient,  and  is  |>erfeetly 
safe. 

But  before  these  measures  are  talcen,  it 
would  he  right  to  give  the  cununun  reme- 
diaa  for  dropsy  where  there  is  no  inflaill- 
Trmfinn  —  to  rrivc  dinretic«.  Di^fitnlis  nn- 
swers  an  cxceiieat  nurpobc,  and  also  &^uilis. 
more  eapedaUy  if  united  with  a  imall 
quant itT  of  rrn  rcnn  ,  '5vhich  appears  to  in- 
crease the  diurelic  c  fleet.  You  may  do  a 
grent  deal  of  good  by  thew  Tenedies  in  all 
cases  r>f  chronic  difficulty  of  breathing, 
whether  tlierc  is  efTusion  of  «!irum  or  not, 
because  lliere  is  continually  n  great  collec- 
tion in  the  air  cells,  and  perhaps  also  in 
the  rrllular  inrmhmac  of  the  lung,  which 
impedes  respiration.  When  there  is  not 
kyafodiorax,  pmperly  speaking,  yon  eon. 
tinnally  find  that  diuretics  are  very  useful, 
by  cauifiini;  an  absorption  of  the  fluid  which 
is  preming  the  cellular  membrane  of  the 
lungs,  or  fiilins:  the  air-cells  themselves. 
I  mentioned  t^hm  <;poaking  of  dropsy  be- 
fore, that  diuretics  answer  more  purposes 
tban  one. 
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When  we  turn  our  attention  in  the  most 
general  manner  to  the  structure  ol  the  hu- 
man ftnme,  one  obvious  dlvidon  of  its 

various  f»rgans  immediately  sucrgcsts  it- 
self. We  see  the  cavity  of  the  skull,  and 
of  the  spinal  c«^nmn,  forming  a  •ecnieand 
firm  receptaeU*  for  those  important  parts 
whirh,  by  the  dtdieaey  of  their  f'unetions, 
and  the  tenderness  of  their  structure,  need 
all  Ibe  protection  which  a  mechanism  at 
once  «:r>lid  and  rnpnMi  of  much  motion  is 
BO  well  calculated  to  afl'urd.  VVe  see,  se- 
ecmdly,  the  frame-work  of  the  chest,  pro- 
tecting ]tart<:  r-js^cTitinl  to  life,  bnt  wfmse 
functions  altogetlier  depend  on  a  free 
power  of  estcmlTO  motiotty  lod  an  almotl 


nafetteied  liber^  of  expansion  j  and  we 
find  Ae  cavi^  In  which  theyaie  eontaitted 

surrounded  by  firm  but  moveable  parietes, 
themselves  the  acTfnts  of  the  movcni<'!it«» 
they  allow.  The  tliird  cavity  is  the 
AnnoM  E  N ,  not  only  fitted  by  its  meebanical 
stnicturr  for  the  reception  and  protection 
of  acouipiicaied  cullcctiuu  of  organs,  but  so 
made  np  of  tissues,  at  once  firm  yet  move. 
ai)Ie;  '  if't  nnd  yielding,  but  elastic,  as  to 
admit  without  iiyuiy  of  the  c<>n.stant 
movements  of  some  of  its  contents,  and 
the  variations  in  dimensions  to  which  al- 
most all  of  them  are  subject,  either  during 
the  natural  hut  irregular  periods  of  their 
own  activity  and  r^it,  ana  still  more  Tio- 
lent  chanj^Ls  in  disease,  or  dnriiii^  the  op<j. 
rations,  both  healthy  and  deranged,  of 
neifhbonring  organs. 

It  is  on  this  third  district  of  the  body 
that  1  now  wish  to  fix  your  minds ;  and  it 
It  my  intention— at  the  risk  of  being  prolix 
in  some  parts  and  superficial  in  others^ 
and  with  the  certainly  that  what  I  am 
about  to  .'•ay  will  ho  known  to  almost  all 
my  beaiers— a  sad  but  neces>«ar\  conTictlon 
in  an  assemhly  like  that  vJii  h  I  am  now 
addressing — it  is  my  in  tea  lion,  in  the  first 
place,  to  detain  you  a  few  minotes  while 
I  briefly  state  the  extent  and  boundaries  of 
that  lai^c  region  of  the  body  to  which  I 
shall  have  occasion  during  this  and  two 
following  lectures  somewhat  irn  irtilarly  to 
direct  your  attention.  I  shall,  tl:m,  shortly 
state  the  outliuc  of  tho!>c  important  func- 
tions which  are  ever  unconsciously  pro* 
ceedinc:  within  its  limits,  and  at  the  same 
time  glance  rapidly  at  tho:^  structures,  on 
the  integrity  of  which  the  various  ftinc. 
tion.s  must  depend;  I  shall  then  call  to 
your  mind  some  of  the  deranging  causes 
from  which  disease  arises ;  and,  finally,  do 
what  in  me  lies  to  compress  within  the 
short  space  allotted  me,  the  principal  fea- 
tures bv  which  we  must  seek  to  distinguish 
some  of  the  most  strikingdiseaaes;  withoat 
attempting  to  fill  n]i  :ni  outline  whoso 
faintest  marluugs  will  excite  in  your  ex- 
perienced minds  far  more  important  Tiewi 
than  I  should  be  able  to  miggcet,  however 
prolonged  my  discourse. 

First,  then,  as  to  the  boundaries  of  the 
region  which  I  intend  to  include  under 
the  appellation  of  the  abdomen.  Above,  it 
is  separated  from  the  chest  by  tlie  dia- 
phragm ;  below,  it  is  supported  by  the  pel. 
vis;  behind, thedorsnl  und  lumbar  }>ortions 
of  the  vertebral  column,  and  the  mosses  of 
the  doxsal  and  lumbar  muedes,  form  ite 
boundary,  and  the  basis  of  attachment  for 
various  organs  which  it  contains;  on  the 
sides,  llie  nils  and  the  transverse  muscles; 
in  the  front,  the  straight  muscles  of  the 
abdomen,  witii  thr  ti^=;nrs  of  t!ir  r*>mmon 
integuments,  limit  its  contents.  1  bus,  in 
the  extended  riew  which  I  propose  to  tue^ 
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the  kidneys  and  the  pelvic  viscera  will  &U 
nnder  eomiiiwratlnn  $  and  to  tUa  I  am 

led  bfcause  they  are  too  closely  connected 
in  titnation,  and  too  intimate'ly  allied  in 
Ikmotien,  to  be  advantaireously  separated 
from  the  viscera  of  the  iiixloinoii. 

We  tind  included  within  tliis  space  tis- 
nee  of  every  structure,  and  functione  the 
meet  various— an  ever  active  laboratofjr, 
where  niultiplifd  opomtions  nre  carried 
on,  of  which,  alltr  all  our  research,  we 
•Hen  know  little  but  the  resalts,  incapable 
as  we  are  of  foUowinjf  nut  the  chemistry-  of 
nature,  and  generally  but  little  skilful  in 
eorn])rihending  even  the  greieef  parii  of 
tbi-  ;i))]ULrutus  she  employs. 

W  hat,  then,  let  us  in  the  first  place  in- 
quire, is  the  f^enerai  character  of  these 
operations  ?  They  are  operations  of  diges- 
tion—of a-s.siinilati«>n — of  absorption — of 
secretion — and  of  excretion,— in  which  we 
haiine  mo  A  and  eeKthraed  tavolvntary  mo- 
tion, and  muehTaried  cirrnlation;  toefli  ct 
•U  which  there  is  need  of  a  large  supply  of 
Hmt  peeolior  modification  of  nerrons 

Sower  which  is  termed  ioviUuitary,  which 
cpcnds  upon  the  le^ni^lionic  system,  while 
all  is  supported,  nourished,  and  stimulated, 
^  a  cortoneaod  vafkMtly  dietiHrated  VM- 
cnlar  apparatu'*. 

First  amongst  these  operations  I  would 
plieedlgeelieii.  In  order  toafibrdthemeet 
suitable  supply  and  stimulus  to  the  sto- 
mach, saccharine,  albuminous,  and  oily 
eobetanoes,  should,  we  are  led  to  beliere,  be 
mingled  with  endi  other,  and  presented  to 
IIm  stomach  in  a  moderate  state  of  firm- 
BCes ;  neither  very  hard,  nor,  on  the  other 
hand,  in  the  fluid  form.  When  the  elo. 
maeh  receives  them,  it  is  excited  to  action, 
a  peculiar  secretion  is  thrown  out,  and  bj 
m  inioeiice  which  ie  the  neolt  of  eom- 
bined  diamical,  mechanical,  and  vital  ae- 
tioa,  Aoee  parts  of  the  mass  which  come 
in  eontnet  with  the  surface  of  the  stomach 
undergo  a  peculiar  chancre,  and  are  gva- 
dually  urged  on  towanls  the  pylorns. 
What  the  precise  changes  are  which  take 
place  in  the  stomach,  has  been  nwtler  of 
much  investigation,  but  the  result  is  not 
sufficiently  definite  to  be  satisfactory.  The 
whole  mam  is  moie  eomnlelely  oomminnt- 
ed,  and  la  randcied  acid ;  and  it  is  sUted, 
as  the  result  of  microscopic  obaervntions 
(doubtful  evidence,  I  own),  that  globules 
are  here  generated,  white,  but  bearing  re- 
semblance to  tin-  red  globules  of  the  blood ; 
and  it  would  appear  that  the  more  fluid 
ptrti  are  abeorbed,  probably  through  Ae 
veins.  As  the  chyme  passes  i^radually  from 
the  stomach,  the  next  four  inches  of  its 
eonree  are  the  seat  of  very  aetive  and  im. 
portant  operations.  The  duodenum  is  not 
only  provided  with  secreting  apparatus  in 
Its  own  structure,  but  receives  very  impor- 
tnt  centrlbtttim  fton  the  two  luge  and 


remarkable  viscera,  the  liver  and  the  pan* 
ereas,  over  whose  eMnloiy4naliyttid  oenr 

the  activity  of  whose  secretions,  it  proba- 
bly exerts  great  influence  mechanically,  bj 
its  alternate  dilatation  and  eontmetion, 
and  likewise  throii|^  the  niedlam  of  BSIF* 
voos  connexion. 

the  dnodennm,  albnnaa  maiee  ito 
appearance  to  a  much  greater  extent  than 
it  did  in  the  stomach,  ])robably  in  part 
from  the  addition  of  the  pancreatic  fluid. 
The  nutritions  and  feculent  parts  are  se- 
parated ;  and  it  is  stated  that  globules  of 
an  oivanic  nature  are  here  much  more  dis- 
tinetly  traced  than  in  the  stomneb.  No* 
thing  can  be  more  aptly  mntrivrd  for  the 
purpose  of  agitating,  mixing,  and  present^ 
ing  every  portion  of  the  alimentwry  mass 
to  the  surface,  by  which  certain  parts  are 
to  be  absorl>cd,  than  is  the  whole  structure 
of  the  small  iutestiues.  its  muscnlaa 
itms,  finmed  for  producing  a  constant 
undulaton'  vermicular  motion,  and  loosely 
lined  by  tbe  absorbing  membrane,  whose 
nnmerous  plicm  and  vdkea  am  afcriing  a 
very  wide  surface,  as  they  stand  protruiMd, 
with  their  villi  erected,  and,  as  it  were,  in- 
timately mixed  with  the  semifluid  sub. 
stance  into  which  the  food  has  been  re. 
duccd ;  while  the  external  surface  is 
covered  with  a  polished  and  cunstantlv 
Inbrieated  sorfhee,  gnaUj  MUtatiif  the 
motion  of  thn  tnrMwi  parti  npna  eteh 
other. 

In  this  lengthened  passage,  and  the  long 
exposure  to  the  animal  temperature,  soma 
sensible  chemical  changes  result ;  but  pro- 
bably something  far  more  important, 
thonjpi  leas  hitalligible,  has  been  going  on, 
and  the  mass,  which  had,  previously  to  its 
being  selected  as  food,  undei^one  the  first 
dmagee  of  organiaation,  is  now  in  aoaia 
degree  assimilated  to  livinu;  animal  mat- 
ter ;  for  though  there  is  no  proof  of  the 
exact  situation  in  which  this  curiooa 
change  commences,  then  is  reason  to  ba- 
lieve  that,  from  the  moment  the  morsel 
enters  the  lips,  it  is  more  or  less  subjected 
to  the  inliaeaee  of  those  nervoaa  and  Uv. 
ing  actions  whnse  effects  arc  recognized 
as  more  fully  developed  in  the  perfect  blood* 
Digestion  and  iataetinal  aesfaaUatioa  aia 
not  completed  throughout  the  whole  of  tha 
alimentary  matter,  even  in  the  small  in- 
testines, but  a])piar  to  be  still  proceeding 
in  thecoKum,  where  very  sensible  changea 
shew  themselves  in  the  fsecol  mass,  which 
then,  advancing  by  a  slower  motion,  and 
nnder  cinnaMlaaoei  of  fMalir  pnenuv^  ia 
transmitted  teaaid  to  the  ooloa  and  tha 
rectum. 

Another  process  carried  on  within  tha 
abdominal  cavity  is  absorption.  This  indis- 
pensible  function  ia  ever  most  actively 
proceeding  from  each  interstice  of  that  re- 
gioa  now  nadtr  euBiidHatioa*  aeititftMfr 
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mwery  other  part  of  the  bodj  |  but  it  is  here 
dbcted  in  «  still  men  ^Bveet  tad  appre. 
ciable  manner,  from  the  extensi?e  cavities 
lined  by  scrotis,  and  ilie  hollow  viscera  lined 
by  the  combined  mucous  and  villous  menu 
kUBca ;  for  besides  the  abiorptioii  of  toUd 
parts,  necessary  in  the  perpetual  proccFss 
•f  their  change,  we  here  have  the  daily 
sad  howrij  afaeorptkm  of  mitritiona  parti. 
cle«  from  the  food,  and  the  unceasing  ab- 
aorption  of  that  serous  fluid  which,  once 
•ecreted,  and  exhaled  in  the  attenuated 
Ibrm  of  vapour,  is  again  to  be  received,  pro- 
bablv  fndowpd  ith  fresh  ytroperf ies,  into 
the  circuiaiiiig  iiuid^  aud  siiuuld  these 
pntmmn  of  absorptioii  fidl»  the  body  most 

m  one  ea^^e  -ink,  worn  out  by  inunition; 
mf  in  another  case,  must  die  oppressed  by 
Hw  inofcariBf  seeoaralatioii  wfloid,  not 
only  mechanically  impeding  the  operations 
of  the  abdomen  itself,  bat  fatally  interfer- 
ing with  tlic  functions  of  respiration  and 
circulatitm. 

What  the  means  by  whirh  these  pro- 
eeasee  are  carried  on,  the  &calpel  and  the 
Misroeoopo  Imm«  ae  yet  but  Impeifbetly  itt- 
fonned  ;  but  vrhile  we  recognize,  and 
can  trace,  a  peculiar  set  of  vessels  loaded 
with  Hie  mnkf  particles  of  chyle,  and  the 
more  pellucid  fluid  fr  in  tlie  cavities,  and 
from  the  intcrstiees,  bLunris^  their  contri- 
buUous  liirough  the  absorbent  glands  to- 
wards the  heart,  we  bare  reason  to  belknv 
that  the  vcttts  thfm';r!\  es  admit  of  abscrp. 
tion  in  a  mare  direct  mumer  through  their 
coata;  thai  doabtietB  aftwding  pab^am  to 
the  blood  of  different  qualities,  and  dif- 
ferently prepared,  and  probably  intended, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  double  organs  of  the 
body,  to  furnish  ft  vicarious  assistance  in 
the  essential  proce'^'^  nf  nutrition,  when 
disease  has  partially  impeded  the  coane  of 
Ite  iymphatie  TtMUii. 

The  abdomrn,  likewise,  contnins  by  far 
the  greater  number  of  the  secreting  and 
excreting  organs,  in  many  of  which  there 
li  obviously  to  be  traced  peculiar  arrange- 
ment'' of  ]>nrt5,  which  we  cannot  doubt  to 
be  in!»tru mental  in  the  separaiiun  of  the 
myertlve  secretiona,  aluough  we  are 
qnitc  nnriMe  trr  point  nt  the  mode  in 
which  ttie  structure  »ri»motcs  the  object 
•>  b«  effiMAad*  Wbetlier  it  be  by  the  mi* 
nufe  separation,  by  the  mechanical  delny, 
or  by  the  relative  position  into  which  par- 
ticles are  brought,  favouring  some  process 
•f  attraction,  we  may  conjecture,  out  as 
Tet  nre  not  in  n  ^tttiation  to  as«i  rt.  If  is 
im;M><»sible  to  turn  the  attentii>n  to  the 
eomplicated,  alnoiteoiiftased,  and  UHMdva 
striietnre  nf  thr  livrr  th<  comjinratively 
obvious  disposition  of  the  kidney— the 
■lore  apparently  simple  arnuigeBent  of 
the  pancrea<v — ^the  extensive  and  dilated 
«p|imtin  Ibr  fecreting  nmoit — the  fimpte 


diaphaDnu<«  membrane  which  jrnu-n  forth 
the  serum — and  not  to  feel  convinced  that 
puicli  of  these  varied  powers  depend  im 
some  way  upon  their  organic  arrange- 
ment,  although  there  is  uo  obvious  con- 
nexion between  an?  of  tbeee  arrangemenli 
and  th.  rfTr(  ts  produeed. 

Amongst  these  secreting  organs  the  liver 
if  one  of  the  moststriking,occupying  alarjge 
space  in  the  right  hypochonariac  regioil> 
w h r rt  i t !! s  t h e f on ca vi ty  of  t he di aph ragm, 
])urtakiiig  in  some  degree  of  the  motions 
of  tliat  aiaacle;  and  besides  being,  lilEa 
other  parts  of  the  body,  supplied  with 
arteries,  it  has  a  large  quantity  of  venous 
blood  conatantly  p  iured  into  it  by  tha 
vena  portie,  which  is  formed  by  the  junc. 
tion  of  several  of  the  abdominal  veins,  and 
ramifies  like  an  artery  in  the  substance  of 
theorgan.  ThusithastwoaetsofTeeeebga. 
ing  into  it.  It  has  also  two  sets  com  inc:  out : 
one^  the  vessels  forming  the  hepatic 
vein ;  tlia  aCber,  tbe  biliary  dnets  uniting 
together  to  form  thr  hrp;itir  duct.  The 
two  sets  of  Teasels  going  in,  carry,  one  ar- 
terial blood,  the  other  Ueod  bearing  the 
venoQs  character.  The  two  sets  of  vessels 
comintf  out,  carry,  the  one  venons  blood, 
the  other  bile.    In  udiiition  to  ail  tiii8  ap- 

Saratus,  absorbents  are  distributed  abnn> 
antly  both  to  the  surface  and  to  the  sub- 
stance of  the  liver,  and  nerves  from  the 
hepatie  plexus  are  insinuated  into  every 
jjart  sides  all  these  vessels  and  nerves, 
the  liver  has  a  structure,  composed  of  a 
granulated  substance,  which  seems  made 
np  of  convolutions,  between  which  vessels 
are  seen  ramil^'ing  ;  the  hepatic  vein,  ad- 
hcring,  as  we  arc  told,  closely  to  the  gra- 
nular stmetma,  and  tfie  flue  branches  of 
the  hepatic  artery  and  the  vena  portrr  di-?- 
tribnted  in  the  cellular  membrane  filling 
the  Intentfcee,  and  thelliw  teminatidat 
of  the  biliary  duets  said  to  communicate 
with  both  these  sets  of  vessels.  Still, 
however,  it  must  be  confessed  that  few 
problem  ill  the  anatomy  of  stmo> 
tnre  arc  more  difficult  to  solve  than 
the  structure  of  the  liver,  and  it  is  by  no 
means  certain  flrom  whichjtet  of  vessels  tha 
bile  is  derived.  It  has  usually  been  he! iered 
that  it  was  furnished  by  the  bluud  of  the 
venaports,  but  this  hasbeendoobted;  and 
some  imagine,  as  I  have  jnst  stated,  that 
both  the  arterial  blood  and  the  blood  of 
tlie  vena  porta)  are  concerned  in  furnish- 
ing the  secretion  of  the  liver.  Be  tills  aa 
it  may  however,  the  blood  which  has  gone 
into  the  organ  returns  very  like  other 
venons  Idood,  bat  to  beoorae  so  has  fur- 
ni  bed  a  large  quantity  of  that  fluid  whieh 
fills  the  luUarv  dacts,  namely,  bile,  and 
baa  conseqnently  undergone  great  change 
or  purification ;  an<l  this  is  probably  one  of 
the  vQiy  important  offices  which  t)be  liver 
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bastoperfonn;  bat  in  doinff  tliis,  those 

element's  which  have  been  witJidraw  ii  from 
the  blood  as  injurious  to  it,  are  formed 
into  a  most  qmAiI  compound^  fiowinr  in 
part  nIoMtf  the  hrpatic  iv.nl  rr»inm<m  nuct 
into  tbe  duodenum,  and  ia  part  drawn  in  bjr 
the  eyatic  duct  into  the  gall-blndder.  Tbe 
bile,  which  flows  at  once  into  the  duode- 
num, without  Roiiig  to  tbe  gall  bla<lder,  is 
of  a  more  blan«i  and  milder  character  than 
that  which  remains  for  S4>me  time  in  the 
gall-bladder,  where  it  acquires  n  dark 
colour,  a  viscid  consiitence,  and  a  bitter 
facte.  In  wbat  respects  tbese  two  different 
species  of  bile,  if  I  may  so  i  the  m,  n<  t 
diflerently  from  each  other  in  tlic  intesiliucs, 
is  not  Imown,  bat  in  all  probability  they 
have,  to  a  certain  defnw,  different  func- 
tions to  perform.  One  fact,  howercr,  is 
known — that  if  Uit-  bile  be  prevented  from 
flowint^  from  the  common  duct  into  the 
diKxUnum,  healthy  chyle  is  not  formed; 
and  if  tbe  bile  is  forced  to  mingle  with  tbe 
cirealatinir  nuui,  the  whole  system  snffem. 

Stureely  iiiffriiir  to  the  liver,  in  what- 
ever point  of  view  we  consider  tbem,  are 
the  kidneys,  which,  lodged  in  a  secure  re- 
cess in  the  loins,  are  ever  proceeding  with 
tluir  ci!ricM»«i  liibonr  of  analysis,  extract- 
ing, by  meuuN  u  hieh  to  uulward  appear- 
ance seem  most  inadeouate,  a  host  of  sa- 
line ingredients  from  tne  blood  :  nor,  look- 
ing at  tbe  character  and  variety  of  tbe 
secretion,  can  we  wonder  that  shoold  this 
fahrie  he  interrupted  in  its  operations, 
most  direful  consequences  should  ensue, 
every  snccesslre  stroke  of  tbe  heart  pro- 
pelling a  poisoned  stream  into  the  veins, 
unfitted  for  healthy  nutrition,  or  fur  nnonl- 
ing  the  proper  stimulus  to  the  various 
secreting  oigans. 

Next,the  pancreas,  a  tfland  '•^  Im^c  powers 
are  probably  am  yet  but  ill  appreciated, 
whose  seeretion  performs  an  tmiionant 
part  in  tlit-  jtroecRs  of  digestion,  ana  which 
is  placed  in  a  position  at  once  must  iiingu- 
secure  from  external  force,  and  most 
nptfy  chosen  to  expose  it  to  the  pressure 
and  irritation  of  the  stoniat  li  and  duode- 
num at  tim^  when  their  active  operation 
ftaads  in  need  of  its  aaaistanee  and  sup- 
port. 

.No  organ  of  tbe  abdomen  has  excited 
more  donbt  as  to  its  ftinetion  than  the 

(ipleen  i  and  without  entering  into  the 
various  conjectures  which  have  been  ad- 
vanced, I  shall  be  content  to  adopt  the 
opinion  of  those  who  consider  it  as  not 
improbable  that  one  at  least  of  its  du- 
ties is  to  serve  as  a  kind  of  i»afety. valve, 
or  reserroir,  where  a  certain  portion  of 
hlcMtil  may  he  held  bnek  ^■^■h^^\  not  needed, 
and  from  which  it  may  be  returned  to  tbe 
abdominal  civeolatiott  acoofdlnf  as  move 
or  lew  is  required  dtifiB9  lha  lemponuj 


and  changing  periods  of  adlfitj  aad  mt 

in  thi-  varions  organs. 

Nor  let  us  in  tliis  enumeration  pass  by 
nnobeerved  the  flinctlotts  of  tbe  serous  mem- 
hranes;  let  us  not  mistake  their  ofBie  in 
tbe  iiystem,  nor  be  content  to  believe  that 
nature  has  formed  this  powerftU,  thbever- 
!u1>«mrini;  structure,  whose  vessels  appear 
capable  at  all  times  of  secreting  so  abun- 
dantly, and  which  under  disease  pour 
forth  an  overwhelming  quantity  of  serooa 
fluid, — let  us  not  hastily  infer  that  nature 
has  worked  out  this  secretion  fur  the  sole 
purp<ise  of  lubricating  suHboes,  and  reiu 
d».rintr  the  motions  of  different  part*  me- 
cbanicaliy  free  and  unimpeded.  There  is 
no  reason  to  donbt  that  a  fluid  thus  largely 
formed,  thu.s  constantly  taken  back  into 
the  system,  affords  a  neceasari'  stipply  of 
vitalized  supjiort  to  tbe  blood,  and  there- 
Ibve,  when  secreted,  it  ie  not  allowed  to 
escape. 

JSor  by  parity  of  induction  can  we  easUj 
overlook  the  united  secreting  and  eicreting 

functions  of  tbe  powerful  uiuc<»us  appara- 
tus distributed  thickly  beneath  certain 
abeortring  snrfaoes;  nor  can  we  denjrtha 
probability  that  a  compound  thus  ejected 
from  the  system  i.-^  possessed  of  qaalitics, 
or  composed  of  in^redieut-s,  which  vvould  in 
some  way  act  injuriously  if  retained- 

Thegreat  objeet  of  much  <A'  Thi"-  ^Idlful 
structure  and  these  complex  uperaUuus  im, 
tbepi  I  aratiooof  tbeUoodforBthnulating 
tlie  nerves  and  nourishing  the  body,  to 
which  end  all  the  functions  of  the  abdo- 
men,  except  those  whi^  belong  to  the  pre- 
senratioB  of  the  species  in  some  way,  temL 
When  we  speak  of  nourishing  the  IwmIv, 
we  are  too  apt  to  consider  tbe  stouuuh  as 
tbe  alembic  into  which,  the  food  bela|^ 
I)Iiiced,  the  pabulum  of  lite  is  at  once  con- 
cocted i  but  when  we  reflect  a  while,  we 
soon  pcroeiTe  that  tbe  stomach  is  little 
more  than  the  living  vestibule  of  one  grand 
department  of  that  busy  laboratory  where 
numerous  processes  are  going  forwards, 
each  under  the  direction  of  its  own  Ax- 
cheus,  who  arranges  and  bTiild'-  n]»  h^<  np. 
paratus,  and  selects  bis  ingredients,  m>  that 
be  may  bring  out  bis  own  results  with  tba 
least  i>«)ssil>Ie  interference  in  the  npen^ 
tions  of  his  fellow  workmen,  each  aodioy 
something  nsefbl,  or  eliminating  some- 
thing baneful,  till  the  complex  process  is 
completed.  Nor  are  these  thrifty  workmen 
prodigal  even  uf  uhat  they  reject,  but  ever 
tnm  it  to  soom  good  aceowt,  derotin^  it 
nt  once  to  some  useful  purpose,  or  storing 
up  tbe  surplus  quantity  till  a  time  when 
it  is  mors  needed ;  for  in  this  point  <^ 
view  it  is  well  worthy  of  observati<.ji  that 
tbe  various  processes  of  excretion,  w  bilo 
thejr  carry  off  firom  the  blood  anbatancea 
which  would  prove  most  ii^nrioai  to  the 
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biMly,  are  itfcnerally  devoted  to  some  such 
definite  usefal  parpo«e  that  it  is  diificalt  to 
wlMtber  thenisehief  which  isaTcrted, 
«rthe  good  which  is  i  tl'ected,  ii  the  most 
knportant  result  of  tin  nprmtion 

Not  onlv  is  the  pitiMJU  uliich  is  drawn 
fimn  tiie  Uood  in  thefbfin  of  Ule  Mcsseo. 
tia!  to  the  work  of  dicrcstion  that  it  might 
safelY  admit  of  dispute  whether  that  were 
mi  toe  first  and  most  indispenaible  object 
in  its  excretion,  but  it  likewise,  in  its  pas- 
aaire  fmni  the  ^x^dy,  afTonLs  the  most  suit- 
able stimulus  u>  the  intestine  to  rid  itself 
af  the  excrementitious  oortion  of  the  food, 
while  it  mores  the  whole  fo^\vslrd^^,  to  pre- 
Knt  it  to  the  action  of  the  absorbents.— 
Th»  large  quantity  of  nmeoB  escsvted,  no 
doubt  for  wise  purposes,  from  the  blood 
bj  certain  membranes,  lubricates  their 
wrikce,  and  protects  them  from  tlic  ueiion 
both  of  the  air  and  of  those  various  $ub 
stances  wliich  themselves  stimulate  the 
teeretiun.  —  The  tear  not  only  protects 
dte  eye,  but  moistens  the  membrane  of 
the  nose,  keeping  it  in  a  state  fitted  to 
nceire  the  impression  of  objects  of  smell. 
—  The  eallva,  ere  It  mingles  with  the 
food,  preserves  the  orgmn  of  taste  in  a  state 
to  be  acted  upon  hv       proper  stimuli. 
— Tlie  deadly  urine,  b4»tii  wheu  retained 
within  the  btodder,  and  at  the  moment  of 
it<  ('Tpulsion,  appears  fn  nft  n  \  vr\  impor- 
tant part,  constantly  maintaining,  by  the 
•tfannlns  it  ajfords,  the  muscnlar  apparatus 
in  a  c<»ndition  to  {x  rrurm  its  occasional 
office,  and  keening  up  a  pr»»per  stimulus  in 
the  canal  of  uie  urethra,  which  probably 
oonduoes  greatly  to  the  regulation  of  the 
ee?tual  inclination,  for  we  find  that  some- 
tunes,  when  it  loses  its  natural  properties, 
m  in  diabetes,  the  passions  are  insnflieient 
alone  tn   promr  Tr    the  desire,  while  in 
other  raises  the  di^-ased  urine  aO'ords  un> 
hMJthj  and  execsdre  stimulus  to  the 
parts. 

Thtj^  we  sec,  and  the  more  we  examine 
the  mure  we  see,  the  beautiful  economy 
wilidi  presides  over  all  the  arrangements 
of  the  system,  whose  delicate  and  varied 
c^»eratious  arc  ever  returning  on  each  other, 
iMaiing  to  render  ahnost  unexpected  as. 
iutance  in  their  mutual  and  united  tasks. 

Tt  is  necessary  that  all  the^e  proees^es, 
and  others  not  taking  place  within  the  ab. 
domen,  should  be  petwetly  performed,  in 
order  that  tin-  mnst  completely  healthy 
condition  ot  biuod  tihonld  be  obtained; 
Imt  it  is  not  to  l»e  doalited  that  eonslder- 
able  imjwrfections  mav  exist,  and  even 
continue  for  a  long  period,  in  some  of 
Aem,  without  much  essential,  or  at  least 
■incfa  obvious  derangement  being  induced. 
Within  certain  limit**  the  functions  have 
the  power  of  recovering  their  natural  ac- 
tion ef«n  by  the  spontaneous  efforts  of  the 
ifttcm*  bntbejond  thorn  llmiti  viiehlflf 


proceeds  with  accelerated  step,  each  im. 
perfection  giving  rise  to  others,  till  the 
whole  fluid,  together  with  the  apparatus 
in  whioh it  is  prepared,  Is  inrolTedin one 

common  min. 

To  explain  the  way  in  which  each  indi. 
Tidual  process  influences  the  blood,  and 

point  out  the  different  shades  of  mischief 
consequent  upon  cacli  deviation  from  the 
healthy  action  of  OTcry  organ,  would,  in 
the  present  state  of  our  knowledge,  be  ini. 
possible,  and  is  scarcely,  inde'  il,  v.  ithin 
the  scope  of  rational  expectation  i  but  still 
were  it  not  that  we  have  learnt  fVom  long 
erpcnt  nce  to  acknowledge  the  diflicTilty  of 
investigating  pwcesscB  in  which  vital  ac 
tion  is  concerned,  we  should  be  ineUned  to 
express  surprise  that  we  had  made  so  little 
projjfress  in  tracing  great  and  almost  visi- 
ble alterations,  apparently  connected  wiUi 
derangement>,  \vhich  are  little  diort  of 
h'-ius:  t^Tt^ihlc  in  some  of  the  most  impor> 
taut  of  the  viscera. 

Some  few  facts,  however,  seem  to  be  as. 
certained:  thus,   f<ir  instance,  we  know 
that  if  the  bile  be  not  fairly  carried  from 
the  circulation,  consequences  the  most  de. 
cided  will  result,  and  gradually  the  poi. 
sonous  material,  branded  by  its  colour, 
will  be  traced  in  every  vessel— will  tinge 
every  structure  —  will  infuse  itself  into 
every  fluid,  and  influence  almost  every  ac- 
tion of  the  system,  inducing  formi(labIe 
disease,  till,  ere  long,  the  powers  of  life 
become  exhausted  and  the  body  sinks,  op- 
pressed by  the  deleterious  influence  of  the 
imjierfect  blood.  —  We  know,  by  much 
more  recent  observation,  that  when  the 
kidneys  perform  but  insufheientlv  their 
uiHce  of  depuration,  the  whole  frame 
quick! V  feels  the  diock;  and  if  the  de< 
ranped  action  continue  long,  the  urea  can 
be  detected  by  the  chemist's  art,  in  the 
course  of  circulation.   The  body  becomes 
enervated;  the  mind  loses  its  ehutklty; 
and  a  decay,  marked  by  anasarca,  or  a 
more  sudden  deatli,  from  attacks  upon  the 
nervous  system,  or  from  the  supervention 
of  ineonlrolhible  inllammation,  sooner  or 
later  closes  the  scene. —  W  e  likewise  collect 
fipom  observation,  that  when  the  fluid  parts 
of  the  blood  are  too  profusely  thrown  off, 
as  in  cholera,  or  as  when  a  great  and  nn- 
naturul  exhalation  takes  place  into  tJiu 
serous  cavities,  the  blood  tithcr  rapidly 
shews  it,  by  its  diniinisln  il  fliiiflity,  or  the 
body  wastes  slowly,  Iruia  want  of  a  due 
supply  of  natural  blood ;  or  when,  as  in 
anasarca,  tlie  abuiulnnt  serous  secretion 
seems  attended  with  a  somewhat  propor> 
tionate  ab^or]itiun,  we  And  the  wat«y 
portions  of  the  blood  increased  and  the 
natural  «|nalities  of  the  fluid  destroyed.— 
When  the  supply  of  nutritious  jmrtieles 
is  early  cut  off  bv  obstructed  lac  teals,  or 
by  die  undue  hasteiiuig  of  the  food 
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through  the  intf'Hiine*,  the  blood  is  n!*;o 
circulated  in  an  imporerished  »taUs^  atid 
flNaj  fdrcumstances  of  extenud  mg&aef, 
acting  probably  thnniirb  the  ncrrous  sys- 
tem, hafe  been  Tound  to  bring  that  fluid 
into  the  weak  vntieftltliy  state  wliicli  Bwrks 
the  patient  as  the  subject  nf  anfrinia,  or 
chlorosis.  — Should  the  nourishment  be  of 
an  unwholasomc  quality,  or  notably  defi- 
cient in  quantitj,  we  shall,  under  certain 
comhinatinns  of  circumstances,  fiiul  the 
crasis  of  the  blood  diminished,  and  that 
hmnonribagic  tendeiunr  engendered  wfaleh 
forms  so  prominent  aieaturein  the  scurvy. 

A  few,  then,  of  such  general  facts  are 
known,  and  iralnabte  the^  are,  as  bints 
and  assistances  in  }»ructice  and  in  the 
further  pursuit  of  our  observations:  but 
even  for  thetie  few  we  are  greatly  indebted 
to  very  modem  inTestigatioo,— and  wekave 
mi-^on  to  hope  that  the  intellic^encf  and 
zeal  which  are  now  more  than  ever  direct, 
ed  to  tile  investigation  of  the  diemieal 
phenomena  nit!  tiflant  on  the  natural  pro- 
cesses and  the  tlisea^ed  actions  of  the  body, 
oonplcd  with  the  minnte  and  ardent  pur- 
suit of  pathological  anatomy,  will  grada- 
ally  leaa  to  results  still  more  widely  ex- 
tending our  viewit,  and  leading  us  dtiii 
mora  eloselj  to  follow  in  the  ]>ath  which 
nature  points ;  gradually,  T  say,  because, 
to  be  of  real  bench  t,  ail  researches  of  this 
kind  mnst  be  grounded  in  patient  pene- 
VrHMire  in  the  ob  i  ruition  of  facts,  the 
comparison  of  results,  and  the  repeated 
verification  of  experiments ;  and  let  it  not 
for  a  moment  be  supposed  that  I  so  far 
credit  thr  rlu-nii'?''?;  art,  or  the  patholo- 
gist's skill,  as  to  beiicvc  that  their  united 
soience*  will  be  able  to  guide  «s  thimigh 
the  intricaries  of  disease;  tbrrr  rire  yet 
things  invisible,  untangibie,  in  our  frame; 
there  is  yet  vitali^;  there  is  jet  the  ner- 
vous  influence.  If  ILhe  eastern  blast  can 
in  an  hour  change  the  properties  of  the 
blood ~ if  the  electric  influence  can,  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye,  deprive  that  fluid  of 
the  power  of  cnajpilation  — if  the  vr'^^f  K  f>f 
the  conjunctiva  may  in  an  instant,  ttin 
tiie  effects  of  atmospheric  exposure,  be  pa- 
rn]v7((1,  and  suflVr  the  blood  alrnr»st  to 
stagnate  in  its  courae^if  the  insensible 
emanations  from  marshy  land  can,  in  a 
fow  minutes,  penert  the  natural  actions 
of  the  whole  sy>t' m —if  ^iiubk  n  prief  an. 
nihilates  the  appcuic,  or  the  \ery  thought 
of  a  disagreeable  or  disgusting  object  m. 
verses  the  mnsmlnr  aetion  of  the  stoniueh — 
are  we  not  to  look  for  something  beyond 
chemistry,  something  beyond  the  demon- 
strations of  the  }>athi)lo!?ist,  to  instruct  us 
in  h^th,  to  ^uide  us  iii  disease?  Yes, 
there  is  a  nervous  system,  whose  fine  cords 
«•  tnee  in  tiu  ir  almoet  InSnite  nhdi. 
virion,  whose  functfons  we  can  often  as- 
Mrtain ;  and  many  a  remedy  which  the 


experienced  praetiti«»ner  administers,  be- 
cause exj>erience  has  taught  him  its  eifieacy, 
■ad  which  the  chemist  or  patfai4e|^VHgr 

give  "nub^ini^i'lv,  hrrmi^r  he  not  whv  it 
should  be  elhcacious,  a<.  U  through  the  me* 
diom  of  an  unseen  ehain,  now  inflnenefng* 
the  involuntary  a<  ti  -ns  through  the  in- 
tervention of  the  ganglionic  system,  now 
exciting  the  sentient  and  now  the  volnn- 
tary  powers ;  and  perhafw  not  seldom  act> 
ing  thnuc;b  the  still  more  subtle,  bnt  not 
less  positively  existing,  influence  of  the 
mind. 

The  crreat  object  for  which  the  blnnd  is 
nrenared  is  the  maintenance  of  ilie  body, 
tmtii  by  the  stimulus  it  affords  the  nervona 
system  and  by  the  process  of  nutrition  ;  in 
which,  as  in  other  processes  of  the  animal 
economy,  we  arc  obliged  from  the  results 
to  infer  the  ietioni  for  no  mate  in  this 
than  in  the  case  of  secretion  (of  ^^  hir  H 
it  may  even  be  considered  but  a  modUica- 
tion),  are  we  able  by  our  senses  to  deteoi 
tb(  f  rosfrcss  of  tiie  work.  Inuumerablo 
are  the  points  in  which  matter  is  constantlj 
depositeu,  and  very  various  the  materiua 
thus  unceasingly  contributed  towards  the 
huildinff  up  and  the  repairint?  of  the  frame, 
rhcre  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  vessels 
and  the  nerves  are  the  immediate  canst  oC 
all  this  varied  rOVrt;  and  from  the  eoa* 
stancv  with  which  we  observe  peonliar 
modificationi  of  milter  supplied  to  partis 
cular  parts,  we  arc  apt  to  infer  that  there 
is  ^ome  peculiarity  in  the  stmcture,  tiie 
subdivisions,  or  the  minnte  distrihutiou  of 
the  nerves  and  blood  vessels,  ri  ndi  ring 
them  fitted  for  producing  certain  effeets  in 
certain  parts:  and  yet,  alter  all,  this  is 
but  an  assumption ;  for  the  growth  and 
renovation  of  parts  may  be  but  the  roiilt 
of  partial  attraction  or  polarizatiou,  by 
whieh  the  blood  is  made  to  depesiteevtate 
particles  in  certain  localities,  and  in  ap> 
position  to  certain  similar  substanees, 
while  the  blood-ve^scU  and  nenes  may  be 
)>erfonning  but  general  and  uniform  lnM» 
tions,  as  the  carriers  of  blood  and  the  pto^ 
moters  of  action  in  all  the  diflerent  and 
varied  structures. 

Sneh  beinff  the  rude  outline  of  the  fiinc. 
tions  performed  by  the  diversified  struc- 
tUTM  contained  within  the  limits  of  the 
abdomen,  having  for  their  ultimate  object 
the  rtrnnififm  of  the  blood  and  the  hcftlth- 
ful  bumuluii  and  nourishment  of  the  body, 
we  have  still  another  set  of  orvaos^the 
uterus  and  its  appcnflncrr*,  -  ^vliii  h  adds 
largely  to  the  list  of  abdominal  disctt.ses  in 
the  female.  This  organ  isoneof  themost 
important  in  the  system.  Its  functions  are 
so  peculiar,  so  difri  n  nt  in  every  way  from 
the  functions  of  any  otlier  or^^an,  lliat  they 
am  expoied  to  constant  sources  of  de- 
rangement ;  nrxl  its  sympathies  with  ntbrr 
parts  of  ilie  body  are  so  extaiaiv«,  that 
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selves  by  conncctrd  derangements  in  al- 
in<'st  erery  organ,  in  this  point  of  view, 
therefore,  in  reference  to  its  sympathiefl, 
it  becomes  absolutely  necessary  that  we 
should  bear  in  mind  mnnv  of  its  dirange- 
menta,  when  occupied  ou  liie  general  i>ub- 
|ectef  abdominal  disease:  and,  moreover, 
nanj  most  important  points  of  dia&;~iinM*s 
tia  niTolred  in  a  consideration  of  those 
tniBon  which  depend  opon  alKwtione  of 
the  utems  itself,  and  dis4?aMt  9i  tlM  onu 
sis  and  other  appendages. 

[TV  be  eomtinutd,} 
0B9BBVAT10NS 

muCTVRB  OF  THB  PLACENTA. 

By  Lev,  M  D. 

Tky»!cian  Accouchf  iir  to  the  ?l  i  !  -ex  and  the 
Wc»IIiiiiMt«f  GcDeral  Lyiag>itt  Uotpltal«. 


The  recent  death,  in  the  ninth  mouth 
p(  gestation^  of  one  of  the  nurses  of  th« 
ICfldleaBg  Hospiul,  having  afforded  me 
a  fMrooiable  opportunity  uf  examining 
thp  "-tructure  of  the  placenta,  and  its  re- 
hiiun  to  the  utenu,  it  has  been  suff- 
g<;:^ted  to  me,  thai  a  detail  of  the  muRs 
of  mj  ohaertaljoaa  and  inquiries  miffht 
be  at  the  pre-^PTit  nioTnent  Tint  altow'etner 
d^oid  of  interest.  The  subject  is  one 
confessedly  of  great  intricacy,  and  pe- 
icmatoriljr  demands  that  combination 
of  accuracy  of  ohservalion  with  fide- 
Ittr  of  narralint),"  j'nim  the  want  of 
uhich  Dr.  W.  Hunter  was  woul  to  al- 
lege m  h»  leetmee,  that  all  ow  great 
Mfli  lie  like  the  de? U."  It  will  be  mj 
pijrTH>«.o  therefore,  in  the  ensuinjEf  paper, 
to  deal  rather  with  facts  than  imprc»- 
dwell  ratber  upon  what  I  taw 
upon  what  I  may  have  thought ; 
rrt'l  I  snail,  Tir  ;is  fh^^  n  iture  of  the  in- 
fltiirv'  will  allow,  studiously  abstain  from 
cavilling  ai,  or  evcu  canvassing,  the 
opinions  of  otben. 

This  poor  woman  died  almost  snd- 
dtnly,  from  liisrn-c  of  the  heart;  ami  as 
there  had  been  no  syuiutouis  actual  or 
linury  of  labotir,  toe  connexion  of 
l^bcenta  with  its  containing  organ 
was  iindi«5turbed  even  by  the  contrae- 
tioo  of  the  utertDc  hbres.  The  gravid 
vtenit  with  tta  contents  having  been  le* 
naoved,  ibr  the  purpose  of  oaamination, 
to  the  hospital,  which  wn<  contiguous  to 
bcr  resideuee,  the  utuiuu  vessels  were 
first  effectually  cleansed  of  any  blood 
wWcb  ibey  mgbt  cob^,  bj  the  bqeo^ 


lion  into  die  right  spermatic  arterjr  of  a 
considerable  quantity  of  warm  water. 
Through  the  same  vessel  my  friend  and 
former  pupil,  Mr.  Beevor,  of  Bemers- 
street,  then  injected  doable  size,  eo- 
loured  with  vermilion,  until  no  more 
would  pass  without  the  employment  of 
such  force  as  mi^ht  endanger  tiie  occur- 
rence of  laceration  and  extravasation, 
which  we  were  most  solicitous  to  pre- 
vent The  pipe  of  the  in  jeetinsf  syringe 
was  then  iaUroduced  into  the  artery  on 
the  leftside,  which  would, however,  onlj 
admit  a  small  quantity,  not  exceediag 
oTir-eighth  of  what  bad  passed  bjr  the 
first  injection. 

The  uterus  was  now  cut  open,  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  the  child,  for  which 
the  friends  were  waiting,  that  it  mijfht 
>>ehurii  d  w  ith  the  corpse  of  tlie  mother, 
vviicu  in  its  divided  edges  cuuld  be  dis- 
tinctly seen  large  veins  tiaverMag  the 
pflffietes.  Though  not  greatly  distend- 
ed, th**v  were  still  abundantly  conspi- 
cuous,  and  Irom  their  canals,  even  oj 
very  moderate  pressure,  coold  be  sqoees* 
ed  out  separate  portions  of  injection. 

Upon  inspection  of  the  foetal  surface 
of  the  placenta,  whilst  it  remained  at- 
tached to  the  uterus,  it  a|n>oared  even 
throut^h  the  membranes  to  be  nniformlj 
red.  The  whole  mass  presented  its 
usual  external  characters.  The  flat 
empty  white  vessels  were  ramifying 
unaer  the  membranoi|i  expansion,  but 
the  entire  surface  preserved  its  regula« 
rity  of  form ;  it  was  neither  more  ele- 
vated nor  more  depressed  at  any  one 

Srt  disn  wben|  recently  expelled  irom 
B  nterine  cavity  by  living  efforts,  it 
contains  only  blood.  A  portion  of  the 
membranes  of  the  ovum  being  peeled 
off,  the  appearance  underneath  very 
closel  v  ri  sembled  that  of  the  surface  by 
which  the  plarrnta  is  attached  to  the 
uterus.  A  distiuct  layer  of  decidua, 
manifestly  thicker  at  the  edge  than  else- 
where, wasoontinued  over  this  aspect  of 
the  placenta.  It  diflered  in  nothing-  but 
its  thickness  from  the  same  membra- 
nous substance  upon  the  uterine  surface  ^ 
of  this,  indeed,  ft  was  obviously  a  con- 
tfatnation,  and  afforded  the  most  uneouii 
vocal  evidenc*'  of  the  accuraev  of  Dr. 
W.  Hunter,  and  niore  especially  of  his 
editor.  Dr.  Baillie,  who  bas  ttms  mi- 
nute! y  doKribed  it :— "  The  layer  of  the 
deeidiia  which  lies  between  the  chorion 
and  the  placenta,  is  in  one  case  much 
thicker  than  another;  it  sonelimea 
Ibims  a  smooth,  tender,  opaque  nra» 
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brane,  but  is  more  frequently  reticulated,  the  angle  formed  hy  the  Alreadj  sepa- 
«BpeciulIy  towards  tiie  ed/^cs  of  the  pla-   rated  aorfaces  of  the  flaoenta  and  ute- 

centa,  lookinrr  snniewhat  likrlaco."  This  nis.  Thvy  'jf -Tirralh'  j^-avr  M  ny  at  thv'ir 
n'tirnlnti  r}  (  liarac  ter  was  rendered  bean-  point  of  attaclimriit  to  the  tender  dcci- 
ixiuliy  munii'eiit  \>y  the  distinctness  with  dua  upon  tiie  Hurface  of  the  placenta, 
iHuch  the  amall  maasea  of  red  injectioti  and  t&eir  ranaining  portions  receded, 
could  be  seen  throue'h  this  portion  of  apparently  by  their  own  elasticity,  to 
deridMn.  The  or>dol»^s  \v*-re  minutelv  such  an  extent  thnt  it  was  difficult,  and 
subdivided,  and  varied  both  in  their  in  the  majority  oi' ini»tances  impossible, 
nagnitode  and  their  direetion.  Some  ofterwaim  to  trace  tlieir  orifieea.  It 
mppaaeA  not  larger  than  cami,  or  c»-  muat  be  obrioua,  bowever,  thatifthete 
nnry  9.rt^t\<  \  others  were  nearly  as  larpfe  vessel*?  were  torii,  or  if  they  had  been 
as  eraiuii  ol  uheat,  vrith  a  form  also  re-   cutj  as  they  were  in  a  case  recently  ex. 

Sabrij-  defined,  and  nmeb  resembling  amiaed  hj  Mr.  Owen,  to  pivrent  tke 
le  latter  of  these  grains,  bein^  oblong,  efleeta  of  violence,  such  orinoea  must  of 
with  rounded  narrow  cxtremitif  ^;     In    neccssitv  exist,  lhoii<rh  they  may  Ix-  in 
(heir  direction  too  they  differed  sonic-    many  instances  invi!»ihle,  Iroiu  tlie  torn 
wbat    In  general  they  had  no  deter-   or  cut  vessels  retiring  completely  within 
mtnale  anangement,  bnt  in  some  in-  the  sofaataace  of  that  irregular  layer  of 
stanr-es  they  seemed  to  have  a  linear    spong^y  and  lairiellatt  d  decidua  which 
distribution,  eouveying  the  idea  to  some    remains  attached  io  the  uterus, 
who  saw  thciu  that  they  might  be  ves-       'i  hrough  the  &moother  decidua  upon 
•ds.    These  small  masses  were  inter*  this  detached  suiftoe  of  the  nlacenta,  aa 
sected  by  colourless  semi-transparent   upon  the  foetal  aspect,  coiiUl  be  seen  its 
lines,  which  defined  their  form,  limited    interior  eqnally  and  uniionnly  ntjected. 
y>eir  extent,  and  conveyed  to  my  mind   As,  however,  here  the  meuibraue  wa« 
the  impreaaioa  that  thej  were  men-  thiekerand  mare  oompact  dmoi  the  de- 
hraneua  septa;  and  whilst  they  had  no  cidua  immcdiatelj  bcMatb  the  <^orinBy 
remote  resemblance  to  the  cut  surface  of  the  precise  arran«pement  of  the  portions 
the  interior  of  an  orange,  they  amply   of  rdl  injection  was  less  manifest.  But 
▼erilied  Pr.  BaillieV  deaetintion  or  a  in  an  investigation     this  kind,  upon 
M  reiieuiaUd''  and  *'  laeeJikt^  appear*  which  there  has  been  mndb  of  eontm^ 
ancc.    Bnt  thouj^'h  xhi-  snb^tnnce  of  the    Tf'r«\',  ne*»"ati><'  facts  are  by  no  meant 
placenta  was  thus  minutely  injected,  it^    unimportant ;  and  it  would  therefore  be 
foetal  surface  was  uniformlv  smooth  and   improper  to  omit  the  ohsenration,  in 
oonoave ;  no  whore  could  be  seen  large  which  all  who  were  present  and  mi- 
and  irrecfular  nia>ses  such  us  extravasa-    nutely  examined  the  parts  c<»nrurred, 
tion  would  produce ;  at  no  one  |>oint,    that   there    wen-    no   larire  irrei^ular 
either  of  its  surface  or  it»  very  edge,  to   manses  or  layers  of  injection  between 
which  the  injection  bad  equally  pene.  the  placenta  and  the  utems,  aad  nottho 
trated,  did  it  appear  to  be  broken  down   slightest  apiieaiance  cognizable  to  the 
npon  the  om-  IchmI,  or  elevated  and  dis-   senses  of  eitlier  laceration  or  extravasa- 
tended  upon  liic  other,  to  the  extent  of  tion.   The  only  portions  of  disentangled 
producing  the  sUgfatest  iiregularitf  .        injection  which  came  into  view,  we  asw 
By  a  force  not  exceeding,  if  even  eaeaping,  a.s  pressure  was  applied  Co  tho 
e^^nal  io,  tlie  weight  of  tlt^'  |i):u  f  Tita,  and    parietes  of  tlic  uterus,  frrno  tliose  large 
avoiding  ail  prt^ure  upon  iit,  s>ubi»iancc,   openings  ujmn  the  interior  «d  the  uterine 
a  pcMTtion  ct  iht  edge,  equal  to  about  cavity,  Ikoowu  to  most  of  the  anatomisla 
three  inches  in  one  direction,  hy  more  of  the  middle  of  the  la.Ht  century,  and 
than  an  inch  in  another,  was  then  sepa-    very  particularly  adverted  to  l«^  my 
rated  firom  its  attachment  to  the  uterus,   friend.  Dr.  Robert  Lee,  in  his  couiumui- 
This  brought  into  view  those  small  but   cation  to  the  Royal  S«>ciety.  These 
**  very  numerous"  blood-vessels,  de-    aperturt  s  could  be  distinctly  traced  by 
ScriUnl  by  all  who  have  bad  op])ortnni-    the  introduction  of  a  probe,  tiinui^h  they 
ties  of  investi'^-atiu'T  this  subjeet,  and    v%'ere  pnrtiallv,  and  in  luauv  iustanevs 
varyiug  in  size  from  lucre  lilamt;uts  to   alniusl  cntirefy,  covered  bv  that  portion 
the  diameter  of  a  crow  ouill.  These,  as  of  decidttous  membrane  wliicb,  still  at- 
the  separation  proceeded,  were  seen  to   tached  to  the  surface  of  the  uterus,  pre- 
be  elongated  to  the  extent  of  nearly  half  sent.  d   n   lamellated  charaeter  »  ;i<ily 
an  inch  before  they  were  torn  by  the    sepaniblc  into  layers,  and  led  obliquely 
Avoe  eiapluyud,  and  stfotdung  aciMi  to  the  openings,  which,  in  eonfonaitjr 
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with  the  opinion  of  the  Hunters,  I  am 
inclined  to  consider  rather  as  the  extre. 
mtties  of  the  uterine  veins  tlian  holes 
in  their  sides,  as  would  appear  to  have 
bccu  the  notion  of  the  tMu  proie^sors, 

primus  §t  teeundut"  Monro,  of  Wal- 
lace Johnson,  and  possibly,  though  far 
from  certainlr,  of  Dr.  Robert  Lee;  or 
titan  ciecal  appcuUiccs"  u>  the  veins^ 
aa  they  werebeueved  to  be  by  Aatnie. 

Hafingf  tbua  aoqiiwed  as  much  infor- 
mattoTi  as  it  appeared  probable  we 
should  obtain  from  mere  inspection  of 
tbeplaceflU,  wbieh  bad  been  bitberto 
only  injected  from  the  spermatic  arteries 
of  the  mother,  it  wns  detcnnuirt]  to  in- 
ject next  tlie  vcsm;1!»  of  the  umbilical 
cord,  for  which  purpose  I  returned  to 
tbe  hospital  at  the  expiratiim  of  a  few 
hourij.  In  the  interval,  bowever,  souie 
oue  had  carelessly  or  miscbievouslv  se- 
parated the  whole  placenta  from  the 
otents,  and  tOidoin^  ao  bad  produced  a 
lon^tudinal  fissure  upon  its  uterine  sur- 
fiice  of  about  two  ifirhe";  in  length.  On 
most  minute  examiuatiou,  however, 
«f  tbii  rent,  we  eoold  deleet  no  large  de- 
IpoMt  of  oolonied  ttase  near  die  pait,  nor 
upon  the  correspond  in  cf  surface  of  the 
uterus,  nor  in  the  flat  vessel  which  con- 
tained them  both  *,  nor  was  there  an  ap- 
proach even  to  evidenee,  or  any  tbingf 
to  lead  to  the  siispiciori  tbiit  it  was  pro- 
duced In  the  force  of  llic  injection  ;  on 
tbe  coutrary,  it  was  the  opinion  of  all 
prceent,  some  of  whom  were  mote  eon. 
vcrsant  with  anatomical  inquiries  tli:in 
niyseir,  (bat  the  laeemtion  wn."^,  brvond 
all  doubi  or  question,  the  result  of  rou^h 
handling  subsequently  to  the  fint  miec- 
tion.  Nor  can  I  refrain,  thouf^h  I  do  it 
with  qT(\»t  dcfcrcTicc  to  the  opinion  of 
others,  that  in  the  case  descrilwd  by  Dr. 
Donald  Monro  there  was  any  thing^ 
like  convincing  proof  that  the  injection 
of  the  placenta  was  the  result  ol'  eitljcr 
laceration  or  extravasation.  That  there 
was  a  layer  of  injection  between  the 
ntorus  ana  the  placenta,  is  unquestiona- 
hlc  ;  but  the  description  of  the  appear- 
ance b  ads  lue  irresistibly  to  t!if  ron(dil- 
sion,  that  the  placenta  had  been  tilled 
beA>re  this  layer  was  thus  depoiite<l, 
and  that  it  was  thrust  out  of  the  ainnscs 
by  the  subsequent  iuj'ctinn  upr»n  the 
second  day ;  wbicb  wa.s  the  explanation 
offered  or  the  fact  by  bis  brother,  Dr. 
Alestandcr  Monro. 

The  uterine  Mtrftrr  ilms  detached 
from  the  uteru^>,  exhibited  'it»  lobules, 
with  tbeir  intersecting  sulci,  even  more 
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distincdy  iban  they  are  seen  in  the  tin- 
injected  placenta ;  and  in  several  parts 

could  be  perceived,  \vith  the  naked  eye, 
small  apertures  of  an  oval  form,  with 
edges  perfectly  smooth,  rei^ularly  dc- 
fined,  aud  thicker  as  well  as  more 
oparpic  than  the  contiguous  parts  of  the 
deci(bia  which  they  penetrated.  They 
varied  M>mewhat  in  tlieir  size,  and  in 
more  than  one  instance  appeared  av- 
ranged  in  pairs,  at  the  distance  of  lesa 
than  half  an  inch  fr  in  vm-})  'ttli-  r.  They 
seemed  to  have  mcmhrauuus  cuuliuua- 
tions  of  a  tabular  cbaiacter,  into  wbicb 
a  round4ieaded  probe  drop])cd,  almost 
by  its  own  weight,  nearly  to  tlie  oppo- 
site or  foetal  surface  of  the  placenta. 
Theae  apertures  much  resembled  others 
which  may  always  be  detected  in  con- 
siderable  number  pa8sinf>"  throttjfl]  tliat 
portion  of  the  (leciduoiis  iuenii»raue 
which,  like  the  pia  luatcr  amongst  the 
convolutions  of  the  brain,  dips  into  the 
sulci  which  separate  the  lobules,  and 
which  openinjw-s  only  require  the  pla- 
centa to  he  placed  in  the  same  convex 
position  wbicb  it  occupies  in  the  uterus, 
to  make  them  manifest  eren  to  tbe  most 
sceptical. 

The  pipe  of  a  syringe  was  now  placed 
in  one  oi  the  arteries  of  the  cord,  and  by 
Tery  moderate  force  a  yellow  injection 
was  thrown  in,  until  it  was  seen  to  re, 
turn  by  the  umbilical  vein,  the  celerity 
of  the  passage  of  the  injection,  aud  con- 
sequently its  feioe,  being,  by  tbe  resist^ 
ancc  arising  from  the  pressure  which  the 
weight  of  the  placenta  produced  upon  tlie 
trunks  of  the  foetal  vessels,  placed  dowi^ 
wards,  that  we  nii|fbt  see  tbe  progress 
■nd  effect  of  the  injection  upon  tbe  ute- 
rine surface.  As  the  vascular  part  of 
the  placenta  became  tilled,  the  lobules 
with  their  suki,  which  always  pass 
obEqnelj  towards  tbe  interior,  became 
even  more  conspiruotis  than  before,  in 
consequence  of  the  moderate  and  uni- 
form elevation  of  the  centre  of  each  of 
these  natural  subdivisions  of  the  pla- 
centa. There  was  no  rcijtilar  difTusioii 
of  the  yellow  njatter  uT]drr  the  dec'.dua  ; 
but  the  successive  appearance  of  yellow 
spots  near  to  tbe  surnoe-  at  length  gave 
a  tint  to  the  whole,  the  yellow  gradu- 
allv  intemiinfjlio'^  uirb  the  uniform 
reduesi)  previoui>iy  observed.  This  tint 
was  more  particularly  observable  to> 
wards  Ibe  centre  of  eaoi  lobule ;  and  at 
iTinov  ]>f>iTTts  near  to  the  surface  ih^vf 
manilested  itself  a  most  beautiful  arbo. 
rcsccut  appearance,  from  exceedingly 
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ing'  thmug-h  toeir  canals.    Tbrong-b  tbe 
Jarrmtrd  porti»>T»,  and  there  otih',  the 
uijectiou  t:*ca|R(l  in  great  quantity^ 
^otoMg  IxtgeU'  fimn  the  muiu  vem^eU^ 
«ad  spirting  mm  the  lar^-er  like  blood 
fmm  an  artcr%  fliviflttl  Jn  the  living- 
bodr  diiriug  an  outratiou.    But  »iucc, 
as  IhMvt  btfore  uXum  occasion  to  state, 
none  of  the  red  injectioii  wan  hanging 
al"Mit,  or  had  l>rf  ti  npparentlv  forced 
into  tJju  rent,  m>  now  uone  of  ihc  same 
injection  could  be  recognized,  either 
ftipoed  befi>re,  or  iaienamgled  Willi, 
Tfllow  fluid  as  it  escaprd  from  the  torn 
Feast  Is,  thus  affordinq*  tlic  strone-c^f  <  o1. 
iiUerai  evidence  that  the  laceration  was 
aoC  llie  Naoh  of  die  lafoe  of  the  lint  in- 
jcction  throagfc  Hw  TeMda  of  tlie  atenis. 
Nnw  also,  upon  examination  of  Uie 
apertures  aireadj  described  as.  peuclrau 
tng  the  deddtta,  Uier,  like  the  lobules 
wma  sulci,  were  even  alill  more  diiliiiet 
than  liff  TP,  and  (heir  nirinl»ranan«;  con- 
tinuations,   somewhat  funnol-sha|>cd, 
fwwsinjf  towards  the  fcetal  aspect  of  the 
plaornta,  became  wdlmaflied  md  Di- 
li Imputable.    Whatever  mar  be  the  na- 
ture and  office  of  thcfso 
which  probably  the  state  ol  our  kuow- 
ledge  will  not  aDow  m  to  apc«k  with 
confidence,  at  kaat  the  apertures  them- 
srhcs  were   obvious   lo   iho  unaided 
senses ;  and  I  am  happy  tu  have  the  op. 
fMHtunity  of  appealing-,  iu  corrobcvatioii 
of  the  accuracy  of  rny  deicriplion,  to 
Dr.  Granville,  who  is  in  pouession  of  a 
portion  of  the  placenta  which  contained 
two  of  the  most  distinct  of  them ;  to  my 
inead  and  coUeagoe,  Mr.  Aniott ;  and 
tn  M.  tsr«:.  Corfe,  Bro^or,  nnd  Elwyn, 
Jill  of  \*  lioiu  saw  thciu,  and  ej^pre^ed 
ill  the  titrougt^  terms  their  opinions 
thnt  th^  werettatnval  openings,  rather 
th  u]  the  results  of  laoeratioii,  to  which 
tli<  v  Imre  not  the  mr><-f  rrmote  rp*8em- 
hiancc.    Mr  imuressiou  u iih  rc^rd  to 
Iheai  waa«  that  Uiej  were  prahahlr  eon. 
netted  with  the  return  of  b]oo<l  from  the 
!Ttf'  Tvt!tial  ?snh<itanfr'  (»f  the  idacf  Tifn.  ftr 
v«htch  otiioe  thcj  appearea  admimhly 
adapted. 

I  iie  placenta  was  now  left  till  the 

follow  inp-  dny.  that  thf  coolincf  and  con- 
Kolidatiuii  ol"  iIh-  ^i/.r  injection  nii|jfht 
he  pcrfectt  d  ;  uht  u,  u]k»u  inspcctiou  of 
the  fmUl  soffaee,  was  aeea  the  heaati- 
ful  ramification  of  the  tmoka  of  the 
tmihilir.ll  vc«>«"!«.  hefnrr  ihfv  yvlnnsT, 
in  the  form  of  larg-e  tuh<'s,  iuto  ha  sub- 
;  and  it  was  imneating  ta  ah* 


the  exact  aorrespondeace  which 
each  laivc  trunk,  or  congeries  of  large 

vev«^N  (Tnr  orr;j>iiounn V  ?h»Tf  more 
than  one),  bore  to  the  k»huic  or  natural 
sahdiviaion  of  the  plaflcnta  oppooitc  ta 
its  entrance,  which  was  always  nearlj 
in  the  cevU'c  of  rach  globule.  Tliii  ar- 
rangement of  vesMjls  very  closely  re- 
sembles  that  which  we  find  in  the  ha- 
man  kidney,  in  which  organ  each 
branch  of  the  renal  artrrA',  «hii  h  di- 
vidrs  before  its  pcrfert  cutraiirc,  is  dis- 
tributed u]Min  a  lobule  or  natural  sub. 
dmsioa  which  coastitatea  a  diatinct 
secerning  organ.  This  arrangement  of 
vessels  also  strongfly  favours  tlu  notion, 
evidently  gaining  ground  both  in  this 
coimttj  and  upon  l£e  continent,  of  the 
cIuMi  analogy  hetwixt  the  cotyledons  of 
the  brute  creation  and  thr  hdiulos  of  the 
human  placenta.  This  ])eculiar  distri- 
bation  is  heantiliillj  shewn  in  a  aoecetap 
fully  macerated  placenta  which  Dr. 
GraiM  illr  rlid  rue  tnr  fa»  <»(ir  t<'i  <)f\v  nn', 
and  in  u  bich  each  of  the&c  maiu  triuiks 
is  seen  to  ramify  towards  its  summit 
with  extraordiaarjr  aiuiuten'-ss,  so  as  ta 
be  gathered  into  as  many  distinct  bun- 
dle^  it  may  be  fairly  inferred  there 
must  have  been  lobules,  and  looking, 
when  the  vcmlhanea   which  thej 


{lictaed  were  rendered  convex  bv  af. 
owinsT  thc'M  to  h:if)if  over  the  jjKud, 
like  so  many  gooseberry  or  currant 
bnshea  in  a  garden,  or  (aa  Dr.  GraariUa 
expressed  himself)  like  so  many  stanted 
oaks  in  an  Id  forest.  The  interrcniny 
membranous  !»urface  was  perfectly  bala^ 
and,  occupying  a  very  consMcrable 
mace,  led  to  the  urresistible  mlerence 
tnat  whilst  the  blood -vessels  remained,  a 
lart^c  quantity  of  interstitial  substance, 
eauai  nearly,  if  not  quite,  to  half  of 
wliat  was  re^^uired  to  omke  ap  the  bulk 
of  the  placenta,  had  been  removed  by 
mnrrr;(tMin,  as  wcU  aa  hoth  surfaoea of 
the  dceidua. 

Haria^  cut  through  the  aahatance  of 
the  afawcata  fiom  fiatal  lo  its  uterine 
surface,  and  if*  a  direction  parallel  to 
the  course  ut  ita  large  Tesaels  before 
they  enter,  the  two  injections  appeared 
much  intermingled,  though  the  red  pre- 
dominatir^l  towards  the  uterine,  Uie  \«1. 
low  t<iMards  the  fo  till  aspect.  This  is 
iu  cxael  confunntty  w  ilh  what  Dr.  Wm. 
Hanler  had  ohaored,  who  nferred  it 
to  the  displacement  of  the  first  by  the 
1  lti!'  <  »i<Mi.  BoUi  being  renderctl 
tima,  I  rout  (he  whok  mabs  being  aur- 
'  with  warn  water,  talhTOiir  the 
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pasjiag'e  of  the  substaiice  injected,  the 
frradiinl  filliii&f  of  the  veasels  of  the  ranis 

Siisbou  the  nij<Hti(»n  previously  infm- 
uced  towards  the  opposite  or  ntrrine 
aspect,  exercisitig^,  in  short,  an  intlu- 
ente  analogrous  to  ^at  by  wliioli  it  w«« 
beKeved,  hy  John  Hunter,  that  tho 
bl'x"!  wfrirh  harl  dotif  it-;  office  in  the 
et'iiuiar  part  of  the  placenta,  was  re- 
turned into  the  yenous  orifices  u^ovi  die 
iuterior  of  t)ic  uterus ;  the  tWlgldiiy  of 
tli«'  plac  t-nta  assistiiij*"  "  to  sfpieeze  thf 
blood  into  the  mouths  of  the  veins  of 
ihe  Utetws^  tibat  it  may  a^ain  pans  into 
the  conmon  circulation  of  the  mother*." 
Still,  however,  the  ivd  injection  evi- 
dently and  Iarg"ely  un  pouderated  in  the 
texture*  immediately  connected  with 
the  decidaa  upon  both  suifaoesof  the 
placenta.  These,  even  now,  a]»|nar 
almost  uniformly  red,  the  drcidua  liav. 
ing  iiidi>.putalily  received  its  injection 
TOB  the  uterine  vessels,  firmn  which  bU 
ngrte  that,  at  least  for  the  purpose  of 
Dotiri^hment,  thisiMliibnylereceifes  ks 
supply  of  blood. 

Of  the  interi(»r  stmetOfe  little  could 
henade  out  without  the  aid  of  ^lasfies 

of  Tn;i'jfnif'vTiin|'  jwxvrr.  ^V'it}l  IfTf^r**^  nf 
luoderale  po\»cr  1  then  cxainiiied  iiuiall 
detached  nortions  of  the  placenta,  my 
attention  neing-  first  directed  to  the  red 
in jectioji.  Tins  apprarcd  to  ho  niiniilcly 
subdivided  into  small  masst  .s  or  uudulos, 
which,  although  the  whole  cut  edg-e  was 
rendered  slig-htly  convex  by  presmirc 
upon  the  two  8urfaccs,  still  retained  the 
position  Mhich  they  occupio<l,  notwith- 
staniliiig  the  compresftion  to  which  the 
whole  poitioii  was  subjected  whilst 
held  with  the  fingers,  or  with  forceps, 
that  a  strong  light  might  be  riirprtcd 
upon  it.  Nor  can  I  here  refrain  from 
Doticiiig  the  striknig  conlnst  betweeu 
the  effects  of  oenlpfession  respectively 
upon  the  utrrinr  siuuses  atid  tli  -  interior 
or  the  placenta.  The  proisure  from 
the  fingers  and  thumb,  in  simply 
holding  up  the  parietes  of  the  uterus, 
squeezed  out  tlit-  injection  fr<)m  its 
sinuses,  the  apertiirt.»<  upon  ilie  interior 
surface  of  the  uterus  oU'criug  uo  resi»- 
tanee;  whilst  the  same  injection,  coin- 
pressed  to  an  equal  degrr<'  in  the  interior 
of  the  placenta,  was  still  (]<  taiitcd,  not- 
withstanding tile  iocisiou  which  had 
been  earned  quite  throU}^  the  organ 
which  contained  it,  and  into  which  it 
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has  been  alleged  to  have  been  increly 
extravasated.  The  dificrencc  forces  con- 
viction upon  niyniind,  that,  in  tlir  latter 
case,  a  cellular  apparatus  cnlan^^lod  the 
ioiection.  The  small  masses  or  noiUiles 
which  I  have  desorihed  Were  also  seen 
and  distinctly  recognized  by  Messrs. 
Bcevor,  C'orfi',  and  Elwyn,  who  wc^ 

{>resent  at  this  examination,  and  the  iU 
ustnUion  U8e<l  by  all  to  convey  an  idea 
of  what  saw,  proved  that  the  ap. 
pe!ir:<TKv  wliicli  presented  itself  to  each 
oi  us  w  as  similar,  or  identical.  So  one 
described  it  as  like  the  corpora  caver* 
nosa  penis,  without  being  aware  that 
this  was  the  illustrati  ri  n-pr ntcdly  used 
by  the  lluntei-s  in  explanation  of  the 
mode  of  e  ire  Illation  ;  another  considered 
it  to  resrndde  the  minutest  cavities  in 
the  cellular  tissue  of  the  lungs,  inject- 
ed with  red  injection;  ulul-^t  to  myself, 
the  textiures  in  tlie  human  body  which 
it  instantly  suggested  were  the  hyaloid 
tunic  in  the  eye,  and  the  peculiar  mem- 
branes which  entangle  fit  anf?  marrow 
in  their  interstices.  Aii,  therefore,  in 
theb  iUttstratiMis  and  exprsssions^ 
avowed  their  impressiottof  theeiistenoe 
of  a  cellular  tissue,  and  cnn««cmiently 
ajg^ed  in  the  belief  that  the  red  injec- 
tion was  therein  deposited,  and  that 
this  tissue,  formed  of  a  most  delicate 
pellueid  membrane,  must  havr  -^n  cti- 
tiin^'"led  the  injection  as  to  prevent  its 
escape  upon  the  aj>plication  of  pressure. 
All,  too,  saw  circulating  ufKm  and 
amongst  these  granules  the  minute  ra- 
mifications of  those  l)lood-v*  sst^ls  which 
had  been  filled  with  the  yellow  injec- 
tion. I  have  since  rqieatedly,  and  often 
in  the  presence  of  others»  examined, 
thrtingh  a  microscope  of  c«n)slderablc 
power,  diflferent  portions  of  this  pla- 
centa; and  each  sneoeeding' examna- 
4ioli  tends  but  to  corroborate  the  accu- 
racy of  my  first  observations.  The  mi- 
nute subdivisions  of  the  red  injection 
into  granules,  or  nodules,  is  most  con- 
spicuous, and  they  are  evidently  en^ 
tannrled  in  and  anout  a  nirrttbranons 
substance,  wliicli  sfrfin<jf  sj)iril  has,  with 
the  deeidua  upon  the  surfaces,  rendered 
less  transparent  and  of  a  pearly  lustre, 
whilst  close  to,  and  often  upon,  these 
minute  m  i--^<^s,  may  be  rqunfly  distinctly 
traced  the  slender  lines  of  yellow  in- 
jection contained  in  the  ultimate  rami- 
fieations  of  the  vessels  of  the  cord. 

The  examination  of  recent  placentaf, 
immediaudy  after  their  expulsion  from 
the  uterus,  affords  also  very  strong  cor- 
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roboratire  evidence  of  Uie  existence  of 
this  cellular  tissue.     For  this  purpose 
it  is  requisite  to  select  a  placenta  wbieb 
liiis  been  Bubjert  to  very  little  |iieRsnre 
in  its  expulsion  and  extraction.  The 
%a^iua,  then,  must  have  been  capacious 
und  relaxed ;  a  single  and  sligbt  aterine 
eflbii  must  bare  sufficed  for  its  expul. 
sion  from  the  cavitv  nf  the  uterus,  and 
oul^'  the  suiullc!»t  assistance  hj  traction 
of  the  naTel-«triug-  have  been  required 
to  invert  the  placenta, and  thus  pre&erre 
its  internal  surface  from  violence  in  its 
course.     Without  attention  to  tli  se 
|K>iuts,  the  |)laceuta  will  be  nearly 
drained,  and  its  internal  texture  appear 
to  be  made  up  almost  entirely  of  \uiite 
string's  (the  blood-M  ssels).    It  av ill  con- 
tain very  little  blood,  tlie  greater  part 
having  neen  squeezed  out  hy  the  re* 
iterated  contractions  of  the  uterus,  the 
pressure  of  the  vagina,  or  the  rou^h 
uandling  of  the  practitioner.    Not  so, 
howerer,  under  the  more  favounble  dr- 
cumstanoes  I  have  enumerated  :  such  a 
placenta,  washed  by  the  most  ^'futlc 
shaking  in  tepid  water,  into  ultich  it 
should^  at  once  put,  without  even  al- 
lowing it  to  rest  upon  any  solid  body, 
and  before  the  blood  has  time  to  coag-u- 
late,  will  present  upon  its  surface  a  dark 
i)ur]dish  colour,  and  if  gcutlv  torn  by 
Dendiiig  the  fietal  suHace  back  upon  it- 
st  ir,  aMiidiiii,'^  all  pressure  upon  the  part 
whit  li      I  S  way,  tlic  lacerated  surfaces 
look  iilvc  a  torn  laasj*  of  currant  lelly, 
confined  in  some  texture  which  allowa 
but  little  to  escajte,  and  that  Utile  drop 
by  dr<'|>,  li^r  (Ije  vitreous  humour  from 
iu>  h^>  uiuui  membrane,  or  the  transpa- 
rent gdatittoua  fluid  from  a  rimOar 
membrane  in  a  largfc  navel-string;  or, 
if  furfber  illustration  bi-  r«  f|iiMrd,  like 
lympli  lioiu  a  vaccine  uustule.  The 
vessels  are  not  immediately  visible  ;  but 
if,  with  a  little  water  dropped  gently 
from  the  hand  tnion  the  rent,  tbe  blood 
be  then  washed,  the   whitish  vessels 
stretching  across  the  rent,  most  of  them 
heing  entire,  come  into  view,  and  re- 
seiiible  exactly  those  wbicb  arc  at  once 
visible  upon  teariiii,'"  in  a  siniilnr  way  a 
placenta  which  baa  been  the  subject  of 
more  compresaiott.  This  experiment  I 
have  again  and  again  repeated,  and  al- 
ways with  the  same  result.    In  both 
placcntte,  however,  (as  well  that  which 
IS  drained  of  its  hlood  aa  that  which  ia 
still  full),  the  cireumstancea  connected 
with  the  vascular  part  were  similar; 


the  vessels  of  the  navel-string  had  been 
tied  u|K>n  the  birth  of  the  cbud  in  both. 
In  one,  however,  hlood  fenamed  en- 
tangled in  some  texfnrr  so  as  to  hide  the 
vessels  ;  in  the  other  the  blocni -vessels 
came  immediately  into  view.  In  the 
Ibrmer  the  placenta  had  sustained  little 
or  no  pressure — in  the  latter  the  com- 
pression was  eonsiderablc ;  in  the  former 
the  blood  remaiiicd'-iD  the  latter  it  was 
gone.  No  one  can  well  doubt  (hat  the 
pressure  bad  caused  the  blood  to  escape 
ni  the  latter  ca*;e.  Rut  it  may  be  askcfl, 
whence  did  the  blood  escape  ?  Not  from 
the  vessels,  becanse  these  were  Ued.  and 
they  do  not  penetrate  the  decidooua 
membrane  so  as  to  nllow  tlic  escape  in 
that  (lirectioTj.  It  must,  then,  have 
been  Irum  tlic  interstitial  texture  exterior 
to  the  coats  of  the  vcsgels  which  the  ex- 
periments and  observations  of  the 
lunters  prove  to  have  a  direct  commu- 
nication with  the  maternal,  but  not  with 
the  fcBtal  vessels,  and  wbidi,  there  can- 
not be  a  shadow  of  doubt,  ako  held  the 
red  injection  in  the  placenta  which  I 
have  described.  To  me,  too,  it  appears 
almost  equally  manifest  that  this  pecu- 
liar substance  has  more  or  less  of  a 
cellnbir  ehnrnrter,  and  tliat  the  blood 
which,  in  the  recent  placenta,  it  was 
seen  to  contain,  inasmuch  as  that  blood 
was  exterior  to  the  coats  of  the  vessels^ 
and  not  within  these  canals,  must  of 
iic'  fssitv  have  conic  from  the  mother. 

i  am  \s  cil  aware — for  it  were  folly  to 
allect  iiniorance  upon  such  a  subject^ 
Unit  this  view  01"  the  structure  of  the 
placenta  has  been  of  late  much  contro- 
verted. It  has  been  said,  upon  autho- 
rity for  which  I  entertain,  and  would 
wuh  therefore  to  shew,  respect,  that 
"  the  placenta  consists  ?!fM  t  i  v  of  n  con- 
geries of  the  umbilical  vcshcLs  eincretl 
on  the  foetal  surface  by  the  cboriim  and 
amnion,  and  on  the  uterine  surface  by 
the  deciduous  membrane*."  IJut  this 
description  is  incunipb  tc  and  inaccurate; 
it  omits  altogether  that  layer  of  decidua 
which  I  have  shewn,  upon  the  authority 
of  other*!,  as  well  as  by  my  own  observa- 
tion, to  exist  between  the  cborion  and 
the  fuftal  surface  of  the  placenta,  and 
excludes  even  diose  white  filaments 
which  run  in  varinm  direct  ions  and  con- 
nect to«r<>t}if*r  the  ramification''  of  thft 
umbilical  arteries  subdivided  t<»  an  al- 
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most  indefinite  extent;  the  existence  of 
wliieh  is  aihiiittod  in  tlte  same  pauer  *. 
These,  indeed,  appear  to  me  rirtuaily  to 

conceric  the  existence  of  an  interstitial 
substance  of  a  cellular  tissue ;  for  if 
**  the  ramifications  of  the  umbilical  ar- 
teries,"       vehuF)  sohdivided  to  an 
almost  indefinite  extent,  "  rirc  connected 
tn'jf'ther  hy  white   slender  filaments, 
ruiiuiii£f   in  Tarious  direcliuus,"   it  is 
dear  that  these  filaments  roost  be  at  the 
least  as  nvimerntiv  is  the  vessels  which 
they  conneet — that  they  must  interlace 
cadi  other  in  every  conccirable  direc- 
tioa,  and  most  hare  spaces  between 
then;  which  spaees  are  neither  more 
nor  less  than  Ine  cells  of  the  Hunters, 
CT  "  the  cellular  texture"  seen  by  Dr. 
Nimmo,  in  the  Glasgow  preparations, 
loU  of  injection;  wbieb,  nowever,  he 
beli'^M ffi  have  entered  at  some  weak 
|)oiiit  ut  the  second  layer  of  deeidua 
upon  the  placenta,  by   a  laceration 
which,  however,  he  seems  to  hare  been 
unable  to  detect.    Nor  is  this  interstitial 
substance  verr  tliff.  leiitly  described  by 
William  Hunter,  who  represents  it  as 
coosistinr  of  **  a  thousand  irregular  pro- 
ceases,  which  pervade  the  suUtance  of 
*h<'  plaeenta,  as  deep  as  the  chorion  or 
uiuvr  surface,  and  are  every  where  so 
blended  and  entang'led  witn  the  rami' 
ficatiottS  of  Uie  umbilical  system  that 
no  anatomist  will,  perhaps,  be  able  to 
fUscover  the  nature  of  their  union  f." 
Indeed  the  only  distinction  i.i  the  de- 
wsriptioQ  of  each  is,  that  Dr.  R.  Lee 
rcnivsents  tliem  mcrcl^y  as  conuectinp 
^laments,  without  tra<  iiijf  them  .'n  flieir 
source,  or  hinting  al  ihcir  distnltuliou 
and  its  eonseqnenoes,  whilst  Dr.  Wni. 
Hunter,  with  that   minuteness  which 
*  hHn<  ftTi/r.s  him,  declares  them  to  be 
|>rutiuctioni»  of  the  decidua,  "  shooting 
oat  into  innumerable  floating  jirocesses 
and  fu^tt,  with  the  most  irregular  and 
T»H»st  minut»ly  subdivided  cavities  be- 
tuccn  them  that  can  be  coneei»'cd." 
Dr.  It  Lee,  then,  errs  only  bv  omis- 
sion, but,  as  far  as  he  goes,  ratncr  cor> 
wborates  than  controverts  the  aeeuraey 
€f  Dr.  VV'm.  Iliniter;   which  appears, 
moreover,  to  be  lurthcr  established,  if 
that  were  requisite,  by  the  experiments 
which  I  have  had  frequent  opportuni- 
ties of  ma  kinj,'-  upon  the  recent,  and  also 
hy  repeated   niicro.icopic  observations 
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upon  the  injected,  placenta.  In  the 
smallest  frafpnent  even  of  die  latter, 
these  processes,  constituting  no  small 

portion  of  the  mass  examined,  were  still 
detected.  Whether  the  incision  was 
carried  vertically,  horizontally,  or  ob- 
liquely, in  the  direction  of  oracroisdte 
vessels,  the  niriri))rane,  senn'transparent 
and  pearly,  from  the  spirit,  was  still 
abunuatitly  consjiicuous,  and  probabhr 
identical  with  the  white  filaments  ad- 
mitted by  Dr.  11.  l,ee;  witli  "  the  thou- 
sand irregular  processes,"  and  **  the  in- 
numerable processes  and  rugiF,  with  tlie 
most  irregalar  and  most  imnntelj  snb- 
divided  cavities  between  them,"  of  Dr. 
Wni.  TTiiiiier.  These  processes*,  how- 
ever, tiiough  distinct  in  every  part,  were 
even  more  obvious,  becanse  greater  and 
more  numerous,  in  the  direction  of  the 
edfjes  and  of  the  sulci;  which  latter 
may  be  justly  considered  as  the  ed  of 
so  many  placentulee,"  and  have  al. 
ways  a  very  oblioue  direction,  much 
corresponding  witn  those  portions  of 
deeithia  which  are  still  attached  to  the 
uterus,  which  present  a  lamcllated  ap- 
pearance,  and  which  lead  towards  those 
openings  of  the  uterus  which  enter  also 
ot)li(jaeiy  into  the  veins  or  sinuses. 

It  thus  appears  that  the  placenta  is 
made  up,  not  onl^  of  the  ramifications 
of  the  vessels  which  proceed  from  the 
nnihilieal  cord  into  ft-<  --iihstance,  but  of 
two  layers  alsool  ih.cuhions membrane  — 
the  one  ujion  the  uterine,  the  other  upon 
the  fcptal surface ;  that,  e<inni  r  trd  with 
these  larors,and  proceeding  IVnm  them, 
rniniite  processes  are  continne«l  through 
every  part  oi  its  substance;  tliat  these 
processes,  shooting  in  eveiy  direction, 
and  therefore  decussating  each  other, 
must  of  necessity  leave  cavities  or 
spaces  between  dicm ;  that  these  spilces 
maj  be  filled  by  injection  dirown  into 
tlie  spermatic  arteries  of  the  mother, 
wifhont  the  sliirjitest  evidence  of  Inee- 
ration  or  extravasation  ;  and  that,  in  the 
recent  niaeentiu  these  spaces  are  full  of 
fluid  blood,  which  is  exterior  to  the 
coats  of  the  vessels,  and  therefiwv  must 
come  from  the  mother. 

These  are  facts  within  my  own  know- 
ledge,  because  established  by  my  own 
personal  cxjierinu  nt^  nnil  i ations  ; 
and  they  seeia  not  uniujj)f)rtant  ;ui  con-  * 
tributiug  to  the  settlement  of  a  question 
which  has  been  recently  agitated  with 
all  the  keenness  and  acrimony  of  per- 
sonal controversy. 
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I  may  not,  perhaps,  have  added 
larael) ,  if  at  all,  to  our  previous  stock 
of  Knowledge  upon  tbese  subjects ;  tbe 
facts  whi(  1>  I  have  record* d  li;ivc  at 
least,  a  claiiu  to  aiitljcntit  it\  In  some 
points  they  diffev  ^^lig^hiiv  iiuiii  llie  de- 
•najMimia  of  tke  Huntera;  but  even 
theae  difTerences  tend  raticr  to  supply 
omissions  than  to  correct  inaccuracie*?. 
Iii  the  luaiu  poL)Jt!>  Uicv  ati'urd  verjr  un- 
equivocal eridenoe  of  the  anxiety  of 
those  g^reatphjaiolog^sts,  whose  charac* 
ter  has  bcronie  a  species  of  piiMie  nro- 
I>t  rt y,  to  be  minute  iu  their  rcsearciies, 
and  accurate  iu  iheir  statements  and 
conclusions;  and  altbou^^^h  they  nuat 
be  acknowledged  to  be  somewhat  at  va- 
riance ^villl  tin-  opiiiiiiii"*  of  souii'  of  my 
cotem^ttrancs,  1  nui  luiu  lo  aeknowledg^e 
tbat  hitberto  I  have  seen  and  keaid  nOi» 
thing  which  ia  calculated  to  conYiet 
those  If  luminaries  in  physi(d<igy,  of 
error,  ur  niiscouccptiou,  in  tbe  doctrines 
which  they  hare  advanced,  upon  the 
intricate  subject  of  the  structure  and 
office  of  the  placenta. 


FELINE  MONSTROSITY. 

T9  tke  Editor     tke  Medical  BuxetU, 
Sin, 

If  you  consider  tbe  subjoined  extraordi- 
nary  case  of  lusus  naturie  worth  record- 
i>ugt  you  are  at  liberty  to  insert  it  iu  y  uur 
joomal ;  and  ahonla  any  sceptical  per* 
•on  make  application  at  your  office,  de- 
siring to  be  further  acquainted  with 
the  MCts,  you  have  simply  to  re&r  bim 
to  me,  and  he  ahall  have  ocular  proof 
of  the  truth  of  my  statement 

Oil  tbe  13th  instant,  a  plumber's  cat, 
in  Horscferry  Koad,  Westminster,  at 
her  accowekement  brought  forth  three 
kittens,  all  exhibiting  strong  characte- 
ristics of  tbe  monkey  tribe,  a?i  evinced  by 
the  general  coniormation  of  the  bead, 
the  peculiarity  of  Ute  haudt»  or  paws, 
the  position  and  sha|^  of  the  ears,  ihe 
structure  of  the  pelvis,  and  tlie  facial 
aiiq-le.  It  \\oiil(1  seem  tbat  either  eopu- 
iatiou  had  taken  place  between  a  mon- 
kev  and  cat,  which  may  be  conotivcd 
to  DO  impiobable,  considering  the  apeei- 
fic  ftrir^nization  of  the  parts;  or,  more 
probably,  thai  a  fright,  in  the  early  pe. 
riod  of  conception^  had  produced  this 
most  singular  edeot. 

Formerly  it  was  a  q-cncrally  received 
opinion,  thai  oddities  of  the  above  na< 


tnrr  wen-  not  primordial  or  aboriginal, 
but  that  they  were  cause<l  subsequently 
by  tbe  power  of  the  imagination  tran<i- 
fcrring  the  imperfectioi;s  or  hideous  cha- 
racter of  some  external  object  to  the 
otikpriug  in  the  womb.  Will  not  the 
present  ease  go  a  little  wa  v  t  o  prove  m 
most  abstruse  physiological  point-- whe- 
ther  in  tbe  human  spe<'ies,  as  in  the 
brute  ereatiuu,  sudden  irigiit,  or  sightof 
something  detestable,  may  not  indvoe 
some  (li  raiio^*  iiu  lit  iu  the  princiide  of 
CffoM  thi'  This  opinion,  it  is  true,  though 
.scdiiloiislv  maintained  by  many  phy- 
sicians o(  eminence,  has  been  partly  dia. 
proved  by  common  observation  as  wall 
as  by  philosophy.  There  arc  no  posi- 
tive proofs  to  support  it,  but  there  are 
many  strong  uegauvc  facts. 

There  is  at  i)resent  in  the  museum  of 
the  liOttdon  University  a  preparation  of 
a  human  f«etus,  with  a  face  the  perfect 
resemblance  of  a  pig.  Here  1  conceire 
the  ima^natton  must  have  had  soma  in- 
Soence  in  conveying  the  impremion  to 
the  child.  I  leave  thi^:,  hoWCTCT,  fer 
physiologists  to  detemiine. 

From  til  is  digression  I  shall  come 
more  immediately  to  the  notice  of  the 
accompanying' sketches,  which  arc  ^iven 
with  great  fidelity  ;  the  one  exhibiting  a 
aide  view,  the  oiLer  a  front  view.  Two 
of  these  kittens  were  furnished  with  no 
other  eccentricities  than  what  have  been 
nicTifioTu  d  ;  but  Uio  tbinl,  a  species  of 
monoculus,  forcibly  brought  to  my  re- 
collcGtion  the  mythologieal  idea  of  the 
Cyclops :  the  single  eye  in  tJiis  instance 
w  as  plact  d  in  tlie  middle  of  the  forehead, 
as  srenin  fi<r.  1,  rr,  with  total  obliteration 
of  the  nose,  as  referred  to— 'H,  b. 

When  we  consider  the  caprices  and 
anomalioi  sometimes  displayed  by  na- 
ture in  tbo  formation  ot  animals,  am! 
the  effects  wlttcb  tbese  must  have  been 
calculated  to  produce  in  times  when 
science  was  less  advanced  than  it  now  is, 
we  may  j^rllba^l^  i^i  them  sufficicTit 
to  account  fur  the  exaggerated  descrip- 
tions given  by  writers  whose  ffeneial 
Jidrlity  is  nevtftheless  acknowledged. 
Thus  "Pliny  observes,  wb.  n  bf  treats  of 
(Ktliiopia*,  that  the  Blenimyes  have  no 
heads ;  that  tlieir  eyes  and  mouths  are 
placed  upon  their  breasts;  and  that 
some  who  are  <b  siitute  of  heads  have 
their  eye«?  placed  ii]>on  their  shoubb-rs. 
He  also  advancesf,  upon  the  authority 
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of  Eudoxua,  that  in  some  parts  of  laiiiu  s^tnie  are  so  lou^  and  hrond.  that  ther 
tk«  ami  Mire  Ibeir  ftet  en  ell  lonsr,  om  kule  thenu^-    ^  >  • 


m8[. 

while  thoae  of  the  women  are  so  small, 

that  they  have  the  name  of  stnithopedes, 
aparruw  iieet;  and  also,  that  the  ears  of 

Fig.  1. 


elTes  behind  ihvm. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C«  Atkinsoii. 


16,  Romney  Ttmce, 
WMtauniter. 


Fig.  2. 


a,  Tlic  eye  in  the  centre  of  the  forehead. 

6,  'l'ht>  upper  lip  i  the  noM  being  en- 
tirely deticient. 

e.  The  our,  turning  beek,  as  in  the 
monkejr. 


SUGGESTED  IMPROVEMENTS  IN 
THE  APOTHECARIES*  ACT. 


To  tkM  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 
Sir, 

The  Apothecaries'  Company,  in  tlicir 
late  memorial  to  Lord  Melbourne,  have 
not  been  slow  to  sound  their  own 
praises.  They  be^n  by  informing  bis 
I/4»rd>hip,  that  "  tneir  reg'ulations  nave 
most  esfientially  improvetl  the  schools  of 
medicine  iu  Entfland,  as  well  at  the 
tUf  ef  rntOeM  9eitn€e  tn  jWMeml;*' 
and  ther  farther  assure  him,  *'  thatthej 
have  aaministcred  the  Act  of  1815  im- 
partiullif^  honestly^  properl^^  and 
eitntltf^  as  they  are  prepared  to  shew, 
should  an  opportunity  be  ntforded  them, 
which  they  trust  it  will."  Most  sin- 
cerely do  I  ^oin  in  the  hope  tliat  Go- 
vernment will  give  them  such  an  op- 
portunity, for  nothing^  short  of  that  wiU, 
in  my  view  of  the  matter,  effectually 
quiet  the  agitation  into  which  the  miiufs 
of  the  proicssion  ia  the  three  kingdoms 


have  been  tlirou  n  hy  the  contemplated 
chang-es  in  the  Apothecaries'  Act.  A 
select  committee  of  either  the  Ixirds  or 
Commons,  empowered  to  in(|uirc  into 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1815,  and  to 
report,  if  any,  and  what  amendments 
in  it  arc  expedient,  would,  I  am  per. 
suaded,  be  a  most  useful  measure ;  in- 
deed, I  do  not  see  how  the  Government 
can  well  do  without  some  such  prelimi- 
nary inquiry.  We  shouM  tlan  kiunv 
how  far  we  can  place  reliance  on  the 
answer  which  the  Seoteh  Colleges  are 
prepared  to  give  to  the  memorial  of  the 
Apothecaries'  ("<»nn»any,  and  which,  as 
far  as  1  can  learn,  is  to  the  loUowiug 
effect 

1.  The  Colleges  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  of  Ildiuhurgh  do  not  interfere 
with  the  graduates  or  licentiates  (»r  any 
other  British  College,  who,  iu  ho  far  as 
they  are  conoemed,  are  permitted  to 
practise  and  dispense  medicines  to  their 
patients  in  all  parts  of  Scotland.  It  is 
true,  there  are  some  old  laws  giving 
tbem  the  power  of  sunmoBS  ana  exa- 
mination ;  but  these  laws  are  obsolete, 
and  neither  are  acted  n])on,  nor  have 
been  so,  within  tlie  memory  of  man. 

2.  Tbe  Faculty  of  Phjwommi  and 
Surgeons  of  Glasgow  obtained  some 
time  !igo,  from  (Joveniment,  a  power  to 
examine  the  g-raduates  and  licentiates 
of  other  Colleges  proposiuj^  to  settle  and 
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practise  in  four  of  the  western  counties 
of  Scotland;  but  they  do  not  require 
that  such  g^entlemen  should  previously 
have  served  a  five  years'  apprenticeship 
to  one  of  their  otvn  Uudy  (as  the  Apo- 
thecaries' Company  interpret  one  of  tbe 
clauses  of  the  Act  of  1815);  and  bc- 
sidr^,  tlirj  have  intiraatfd  their  willing'- 
luvs-s  to  rclinq!n«<h  this  obnoxious  privi- 
leg-e,  if  dieir  ^aadttates  an  exoupted 
from  the  operation  of  the  .^pothecaries* 
Act  in  Kii^laiid. 

3.  The  Scotch  Colleges  deny  that 
any  complaint  was  ever  made  of  injury 
to  the  ])ublic,  from  their  licentiates 
practising  undisturbed  in  Englaini  jtrior 
to  l^^l/j.  The  Apothecaries*  Act  was 
not  pa.s}*eil,  sixy  they,  with  any  reference 
to  the  Scotch  practitioners,  but  to  ^uard 
the  English  public  against  the  defective 
educ.itinn  of  the  London  schools,  and 
persons  practising'  without  any  license 
whatever. 

4.  They  maintain  that  the  Scotch 
system  of  education  is  more  extensive, 
and  their  examinalious  more  searching, 
than  those  of  die  Apothecaries'  Com> 
pany;  and  that  if  men,  bred  in  the 
Scotch  schools,  arc  willinir  to  iindtTtake 
general  practice,  and  to  come  into  ( om- 
petition  with  tlie  Apothecaries*  licen- 
tiates, it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  public 
that  they  sljould  be  allowed  to  do  so. 

5.  With  regard  to  the  injury  which 
the  Apothecaries'  memorial  states  will 
be  done  to  the  numcTous  schools  of  me- 
dicine recently  established  in  the  pro- 
vineinl  towns  of  Knn-land,  by  the  pro- 
jectttl  changes  in  the  Act  of  1815,  tiiey 
reply Either  this  prorincial  education 
is  better  than  the  Scotch,  or  it  is  not 
If*  it  is  IjctttT,  the  S(  otrl)  licentiates  will 
not  succeed  in  comjM»tition  with  their 
English  rivals.  If  it  be  not  better,  it 
must  be  worse,  and  ought  not  to  be  sup- 
ported by  law,  to  the  obvious  detriment 
of  the  public. 

These,  sir,  I  understand  to  be  the 
chief  grounds  on  which  the  Scotch  Col- 
h  g«  s  claim  the  interference  of  the  legis- 
lature, in  opposition  to  the  Apothecaiirs' 
Company,  according  to  uJiom  every 
thin^  connected  with  medtcal  edneatiott 
in  Eii^land  is  perfect.  That  the  Apo- 
thecaries' Company  have  meant  well, 
and  that  thev  have  acted  throughout 
most  impartially,  must  be  at  once  and 
moat  fiwelj  conceded;  but  some  of 
their  measures,  especially  some  of  their 
rtctHt  measures,  are  far  from  meriting 
Mich  unmixed  praise. 


N  THE  APOTBECABIES*  ACT* 

The  Act  uf  1815  proscribes  four  things 
as  necessary  prior  to  the  student's  com- 
ing before  tlie  Court  for  examination : — 
Ist,  That  he  be  of  \hc  age  fi-f  twctitv- 
ouc  ^'cars.  2d,  That  he  produce  testi- 
monials of  good  moral  conduct.  dld« 
That  he  shfill  ha\  c  served  an  apprCB- 
ticcship  of  not  less  than  fivp  yeans,  to  an 
apothecary.  And  4thiy,  That  he  shall 
produce  testimonials,  to  the  satialaetioii 
of  the  Court  of  Examiners,  of  a  «i|^mii< 

med'riif  fducatirtjt. 

Tilt-  two  lirsi  t>f  these  qualifications 
admit  of  no  ui;4utiieDt  or  dispute;  the 
third  has  been  discussed  in  a  former 
letter.  Let  me  now,t}ieji,  nfTer  a  few  re- 
flections on  the  fourth  and  last  of  these 
reouisitcs. 

When  your  readers  call  to  mind  the 
almost  interminable  series  of  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  ♦Guidance  nf  t Im-  Eng- 
lish student's  education,  winch  during 
the  last  twelve  years  have  issued  from 
Aj>othecaries'  Hall — when  they  rellect 
that  all  the  provincial  schools  thniugh- 
out  Englauu  have  been  framed  to  meet 
those  regulations,  and  tliat,  in  point  of 
fact,  the  Apothecaries'  Company  have 
the  complete  control  over  th^ni — it  will 
scarcely  be  credited  that  this  immpn>r 
mass  of  power  and  iiiti nonce  is  founded 
on  that  single  word  of  the  Act  of  Par. 
liament — sufficient.  Vet  there  is  no 
other  clause  in  the  Act  bearing  M\\ini 
tliis  m)iut,  or  giving  them  in  any  more 
snecinc  terms  tne  power  of  regulating 
tne  education  of  their  licentiatea;  ail  is 
summed  up  in  the  single  but  erpres«ivc 
word,  fujlficient.  The  Apothecaries' 
Company  are  constituted,  by  the  Act, 
judges  of  what  is  a  niffieient  medical 
education,  and  tlif^y  hare  rertainl y  taken 
a  most  comprehensive  view  of  the  mean- 
ing of  that  word.  I  can  perfectly  un- 
derstand, that  Parliament  intended  them 
to  define  what  was  the  hiud,  and  what 
the  extent,  of  study  nocessarv  to  be  un- 
dergone by  each  student  prior  to  exa- 
mination ;  "but  I  confess  I  am  unable  to 
trace  in  this  word  any  adequate  autho- 
ritv  for  that  «iystem  of  interference  with 
the  minute  detailt  of  medical  education 
which  the  Court  of  Exaroinen  have 
adopted  id*  late  years.  Of  this  kind  are 
fbe  re";-!!!  ifiotm  fuiiehiiig  the  order  c>f 
»uccei»>ton  in  which  the  several  lecturers 
are  to  be  attended,  and  those  which  re- 
fer to  the  mode  of  signlnif  the  certiH- 
cates.  If  this  system  of  petty  interfe- 
rence is  to  be  continued,  the  Court  of 
Examiners  will  probably  next  issue  an 
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edict,  reg'ulating'  t!ie  onier  in  %vbic}i  the 
teachers  of  uieuiciue  shall  take  up  their 
respective  subjects,  aud  the  number  of 
lectures  to  be  appropriated  to  each. 

It  was  tbf  proceeding  of  the  Apothe- 
caries* SocitJty  to  >\hich  you  doubtless 
alluded  iu  a  former  No.,  when  you  slated 
tbem  to  be  "  occasioually  sooiewbat 
too  busy  and  pragmatical."    Every  one 
will  be  ready  to  afkiin«  l<'drre  the  rtnod 
the  J  have  done;  but,  judging  Irom 
•ome  vecent  occurrences,  tiicy  would 
•eem  to  be  deeply  tinctured  wiili  the 
prevailin**'  mnnii  for  ultra  legislation. 
A  yuun^  man  who  has  becu  an  appren- 
tiee  five  ^eais,  might  smdj  be  per- 
ndttod,  without  incurring  a  penalty,  to 
attend  the  ])rneticc  of  physic  Dcf(»re  ma- 
teria medica,  it'  it  happened  to  suit  his 
convenience :  and  witb  res|>ect  to  the 
9ew  mode  of  si^nia^  tbe  certificates,  it 
sones  nn  nt her  purpose,  that  I  kiinn  of, 
tiiaa  thai  of  <listraetin<r  the  luiads  of 
pupils,  and   keeping    their  attention 
■lore  afiTe  to  tbe  fmm  of  edncatum 
than  to  its  sabotaace. 

Se\ »  r.il  refnilntions  of  the  Court  of 
i:.\aunu<.  ri>,  u  hicii  arc  free  irom  the  sin 
of  being'  IriTolous  and  vexatious,  are 
jet,  on  other  and  not  less  substantial 
grounds,  open  to  serious  objection.  I 
would  more  especially  advert  to  the  great 
and  undue  importance  attached  by  the 
C  ourt  to  tbe  study  of  medical  and  freiie- 
raJ  botany  Its  applii  Mtiou  to  TTicdir  hio 
is  hardly  superior  to  that  of  mineralogy 
or  meteorolog^y :  it  is  mure  the  hLudy  of 
names  than  of  things,  and  occunies 
time  that  would  better  be  <le\(»leu  to 
matters  more  immediately  siil)>ervient  to 
practice.  I  object  also  to  the  newly -iu- 
troduoed  dass  of  medieal  juri-Hpnidenoe. 
It  imsreases  the  expenae  or  medical 
education,  without  anv  corrcsj)on<1iii^ 
benefit  to  the  public.  Kine  out  ol'  ten 
of  those  who  lecture  on  the  subject,  are 
compelled  to  have  recourse  to  Moks  lor 
all  their  facts  and  all  tiieir  reasoolitirs 
They  ha%e  no  means  of  adding,  Iroui 
penonal  experience,  to  the  information 
Oras  obtained.  Not  one  of  them,  per- 
haps, was  ever  in  a  court  of  justice  in 
his  life.  The  science  consists  altogether 
of  dry  details,  which  the  student  lorgets 
the  moment  tbe  lecture  is  orer,  aud 
which  he  may  practise  fifty  years  with- 
out ever  having^  occasion  to  require. 
The  question  is,  not  whether  such  a 
branch  of  study  may  usefully  be  prus^c- 
cuted  at  a  University,  where  the  period 
ofcdiicatiou  is  extended  to  four  yeaia,and 
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wlirre  one  man  may  be  found  to  derotc 
himself  almost  exclusivdy  to  it  (as  Dr. 
Christison  did  in  Edinburgh^,  but  w  he- 
ther it  is  adapU'd  for  the  eoucatiou  of 
p-eneral  practitioners  at  fifty  different 
sehools,  where  liie  period  of  study  i  \- 
tends  oidy  to  two  years,  and  where,  v*  iiit 
a  large  proportion  of  the  pupils  all 
possilile  economy  of  putse,  as  well  as 
of  firiif,  is  desirable. 

i  aiiribute  much  of  all  this  super- 
abundant interference  in  medical  edu^ 
cation,  on  the  part  of  the  Court  of  Ex- 
annner^?,  to  there  l»eing  no  Cnur  (VApiicl 
nrescribed  iu  the  Apothecaries'  Act. 
iVhatever  the  Court  of  Examinen  lay- 
down,  Is  law  without  a]>pea].  Surely, 
in  any  revision  of  the  Apotlieeancs' 
Act  which  the  ie"-islature  may  uuder* 
take,  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  Col- 
leges of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
should  CO  operate  in  any  re<;:iiiationM 
which  it  may  be  thouglit  desirable  to 
adopt,  with  reference  to  the  manage- 
ment of  medical  schools  throughout 
England.  This  might  be  effected  in 
two  ways :  1st,  by  making  the  sanction 
ol"  those  Colleges  uecessary  for  Ie<^aliz- 
ing  any  regulations  which  the  Apntlje. 
caries'  Company  may  suggest ;  or,  2dly, 
by  altering  the  ronijto^ition  of  the 
Board  of  Exauuiicrs,  and  making  ii 
consist,  not  (as  at  present)  of  twehe 
apothecaries,  but  oi  four  physicians, 
four  sur«];"eons,  and  fun- njmtlic  caries ;  to 
be  nomiuated  by  tiie  8et;tetary  of  State. 
I  am,  sir, 
Your  very  obedient  servant, 

^1  AXILLA  InFEUIOR. 
LMdoa,  May  26,  1683. 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

**  Licet  omntboc,  Hect  cllam  mlM.  dtgntt«t*m 

putiltcum  kit,  fliceukii  ptrrlculum  uou  recuso." 

CiVKSO. 


TUINUS  AS  THEY  WERE  BEFORE 
1615. 

HowEVEft  imperfect  or  defective  the 
Apothecaries'  Act  may  be,  there  are  few, 
we  believe,  in  the  medical  community, 
who  would  not  deplore  a  recurrence  of 
the  circumstances  which  created  a  ne- 
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cessUj  for  tli.ii  Art,  aiiti  kd  to  its  lulop- 
tion.  Link  inore  than  twenty  years 
have  gone  hy  ^ince  those  circuuisiances 
were  at  their  liei«^ht;  yd  twenty  years, 
for  the  ]nih\ic  at  largfe,  as  well  as  for 
no  small  portion  of  tbe  rwtn^  g«ne- 
ratiou  of  pmctiliooen,  would  seem  to  be 
M  pioduedTe  of  obliTion  ai  if  thejbad 
been  two  bnndred. 

One  certain  consequenoe  of  mtkiDg 
those  sweeping^  alteratioDs  in  the  Act 
which  the  Scotch  CoUef^s  coutcmplate, 
wonM  obnoiul/  he  to  brin^  back  that 
state  of  thing*  which  is  now  so  ill  re> 
nicrabered,  and  to  rendrr  the  condition 
of  tlio  lar«^c  and  respectable  class  of 
well-educated  practitioiurs  tiiroughout 
the  kingdom,  even  much  more  intole- 
rable than  their  predecessors  found  it; 
and  tfut/  hiu\  to  stir  heaven  and 
earth  before  they  were  able  to  rid  them- 
selves of  their  hunU  us.  Not  ihat  the 
said  jirtilecessors  were  a  whit  luorc 
enerjjetic  in  the  commencement  of  the 
sirngglc  tbaii  are  the  present  race: 
run  as  the  country  was  by  hordea  of  i»» 
qualified  pretenitera,  who  diaputed,  we 
may  say,  every  inch  of  ground  with  the 
mm  houoU  practitioner,  the*  oonleit 
maintained  by  the  latter,  however  sue 
oeaalul  in  the  end,  was  miserably  dcfec- 
ttre  of  energy  in  its  rise;  and  the  feel- 
ing of  apathy  with  which  grievances 
were  eiulured,  can  perhaps  only  find  its 
parallel  in  the  indifleranee  which  at  pre- 
aent  seems  to  prevail  among*  the  reg-nhir 
practitioners  of  FuL'l.iiid  and  Wales,  ro- 
gardinp:  the  state  ot  insecurity  and  pri- 
mitive barbarism  with  which  ihcy  are 
threatened. 

In  onler  to  joof  the  memory  of  this 
indiflerent  and  apathetic  class,  so  obli- 
vious of  the  transactions  of  twenty  ycai-s 
aj^o,  wc  will  take  leave  to  mention  a 
few  facts  connected  with  the  histoijr  of 
the  Act  of  18I&  The  operatbn,  in. 
deed,  of  that  legislative  measure  has 
been  so  eflcctnal  in  removing  eveiy 
thing  like  the  old  grievances  to  which 


we  refer,  that  every  n*cent  allusion  fo 
them  lias  somewhat  of  an  histiuieal  aii- 
about  it,  us  if  it  were  a  tale  of  die  limes 
of  old.    Some,  uo  doubt,  will  tell  Ufi  that 
we  overrate  the  matter,  and  that  oeour- 
rmces  of  a  similar  natnie  have  by  no 
means  been  unfrequent  in  various  parta 
of  the  kinjij^dom  since  the  pa^ising  of  thie 
Aet;  but  thia  we  take  tn  he  amistake. 
Any  resemblance  fancied  between  the 
latter  state  of  things  and  the  former  can 
amount  to  little  mora  than  that  of  tlie 
shadow  to  the  substance,  or  of  the  eclm 
to  die  primitive  sound.    Any  thing  like 
a  grievance  in  the  state  of  the  profession, 
arising  out  of  the  Act  of  1815,  or  afl*<  ct- 
ing  more  particularly  the  state  oi'  t)ia 
general  ])ractitioner,  can,  «e  inia^niic, 
be  with  difficulty  sul)stautiated.  Quacks, 
it  is  true,  and  iji-reat  (juacks,  liave  con- 
trived t<»  evade  the  law  even  under  the 
very  vw  <il  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  ; 
but  belure  this  be  iuipuled  as  a  seiious 
charge  to  the  guiudian  body,  it  ought 
first  to  be  tshewn,  that  the  poweia  be- 
stowed upon  them  oouki  be  brought  to 
effect  the  suppression  of  crafty  oflbadeis 
like  those  alluded  to.   In  ordinary  cases, 
and  those  very  numerous  too,  ample  pro* 
taction  baa  been  ailbrded  the  pnUie ; 
and  it  may  be  a  question,  whether  the 
fact  of  the  escape  of  a  few  delinquents, 
endowed  with  superior  cunning,  may  not 
have  the  aame  relative  weight  as  a  little 
knot  of  exceptions  has  to  a  genera]  rule. 
There  has,  in  short,  been  of  late  years, 
on  the  whole,  a  peri«)d  of  {]freat  compa- 
rative, if  not  positive,  tranqtiillity,— of 
comfort  w  ith  respectability,  enjoyed  hy 
the  regidar  practitioner.     The  puldic, 
too,  has  had  little  to  complain  of;  and 
if  perfect  jir(»iecti»u»  has  not  been  af- 
fordtd,  tiuu'  at  least,  and  the  gradual 
auu'lioratious  arising  from  a  riper  expe- 
rience, have  been  manifci»tly  effecting 
that  desirable  consummation.    But  to 
revert  to  our  pur])ose : 

Without  going  farther  hack  than  the 
first  leu  years  of  the  present  century,  we 
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iiiav  briclly  staff  w?!nt  o])]>urtuniUe8  at 
Ib^i  linu*  existed  « ith  rc^anl  to  medical 
c-duratinii.  ntu]  wlu-nff  <he  public  de- 
ri^  rd  llinr  ]  u  i  in.  1 1  la]  of"  Ij  a]  ids  to 

IDtuislvi  l*j  lh«-Ui  Hi  stt.klic?»N  aiui  li>iilly 

suHcriiitr.     Kveii  at  Uiat  jicriod  there 
was  io  L<mdoii  a  small,  but  what  might 
be  cousidered  a  competeut,  scliool  of 
nedioU  knowledge ;  and  a  niiMlwr  of 
^tmng'  men  Keve  seat  to  tbe  OMlrapolii 
ammallj,  iiom  Ttfious  parts  of  Engfaod 
and  Wales,  to  go  Ibnnigk  a  wqpeetiHa 
ceone  of  atnd j,  and  to  fiiniish  dwB* 
s^TCS  with  the  certHicates  of  welh- 
known  leetareiSy  and  celobnted  hoiyit^ 
■argeoofl.  The  generalitjr  of  these  etii> 
dcfi^  ntutiSij  fetarned  to  their  oataire 
^purtm,  as  well  qualified  to  euter  on 
practice  as  tbcir  age  and  opportuuilMM 
pcnaitted ;  and  having  iiabihed  at  least 
a  cerftun  quantity  of  sound  principles, 
they  could  profit  by  their  subsequent 
daily  exjicrience ;  and  by  attentive  ob- 
srnatioii  of  their  professional  opportu- 
DJties^,  many  of  them  became  able  prac- 
titioTiers,  niid  some  attaiucd  no  incoubi- 
dcrabi'  il  n^iee  of  reputation. 

Bui  this  was,  as  miffht  be  prejfuiiK  r], 
a  small  and  select  portion  of  ilie  iiuiu- 
ben  who  were  required  fur  country 
practice,  or  even  of  the  nnaiher  who 
ptoftaied  to  avail  thematlrea  of  tha 
■onroe  of  qnafificatioB  jutt  mentioned. 
Many  young  men  came  to  London, 
■MReljr  to  secure  a  title  for  having  done 
so,  whila  others  vsmained  for  so  brief  a 
space  as  to  he  nnahle  to  deiire  any  ad- 
vantage liem  their  journey ;  and  perw 
haps,  in  addition  to  this,  havings  been 
ill  preparsd  bj  preliminary  exercises  lor 
Im^ving  themselves  abroad,  theyre- 
iumed  home  to  practise  nearly  ns  wise 
as  when  they  set  out.  All  this  time,  be 
it  observed,  that,  for  those  who  were  to 
practice  the  medical  art  on  the  kiriir's 
lienfes  in  distant  parts  of  the  emnitry, 
and  among"  the  lower  and  middling 
classes  in  all  pait.s,  there  w  ;is  no  tribunal 
which  their  suSkicncy  in  the  prac- 


tice fjf  medicine  and  midwifeiy  was  to 
he  as(  (  ji  uned.  Both  the  diUifrMf  and 
till  iii  lnl!  rif,  th(^  coiopetent  antl  ineoni- 
petent,  wii  )  Imt  complied  with  eertaia 
fonHalitie**  like  those  jtist  des<nhi»d, 
were  ali  iN  t  incd  e(|tially  (jualiikd  iii  a 
legal  seii^i — that  is,  whcrc\ir  a  le«;al 
power,  in  the  shape  of  a  little  brief  au- 
thority, took  cognizanee  of  such  persons 
practising  physic  in  the  community. 
Where  it  was  obliged  to  take  cogni. 
saace  of  sudi  peisons,sad  ought  to  giva 
apiefereaoetothehettorqnaliM,it  is 
noitifyuig  to  slato,  thai  someliniesholh 
classes  ware  overlcoked,  and  deaUags 
were  entered  into  with  impudent  impo^ 
tois.  In  the  basiaess,  for  example,  of 
providing  for  medical  attendance  on  the 
parochial  poor,  it  was  the  custom  of  the 
overseers  of  that  day  (and  we  fear  the 
same  system  is  but  too  frequently  acted 
upon  still),  to  reccire  tenders  every 
Kastcr  for  taking  car«'  of  flrr  sick  poor  of 
their  district  ;  and  on  ihose  occasions, 
regnrdless  of  all  comparative  merit,  tljc 
lowest  buiiler,  no  matter  who,  was  die 
succcii^ful  candidate  ;  and  thus  the  pa- 
rish doctor — it  signified  not  whether  hid 
practice  previously  was  confined  to  the 
iNruto  or  the  hmnan  part  of  the  creation 
—became  a  legitimate  praetilioBer,  by 
virtue  of  the  humilitj  of  his  daims  to 
remanerstion. 

There  was,  perhaps,  a  necesmtj  for 
such  appointments  in  seme  parts  of  the 
coontiT';  for  anj  thing  like  a  supply  ef 
regular  practitioners  was  not  eveij 
where  to  be  fouad.  We  have  before  ns 
a  curious  statement  relative  to  the  uanu 
hers  of  educated  and  uneducated  p«. 
sons  who  were  practising  in  a  populous 
part  of  Lincolnshire  in  tlie  rear  1804. 
It  appears  that  in  a  dii^trict,  including 
tlie  niarket-towns  of  Honicastle,Spilsby, 
A] ford,  and  Tatershall,  there  were  five 
jibysieians  (gradnat<"s  of  Seotlanci), 
eh\rn  »ui7ifeon-apothecaji<s,  t\v('uly. 
iivi-  (iruggijits,  forty  irregulars  of  both 
scxc»,  over  and  above  the  druggii>L»,and 
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fiixty-three  midwives,  tint  one  of  whom 
iiad  received  any  instructions;  making 
an  ag-trregfate  of  M4  prrsons  exercising- 
medicine  Tor  t»-ain  in  that  district,  of 
whom  only  one  in  nine  l>ad  been  previ- 
ously educated  for  tlie  profcjwion.  In 
the  Mai-kct-Kazun  diiitrict,  comprcliend- 
ing  the  nuurket-towns  of  Wragby, 
Rftson,  and  Caslor,  there  was  no  ran. 
dent  physician :  there  were  sereii  regu- 
lar pfaoddoners  (surgcou-apotbecaries), 
nine  dmgEists  {me  of  whom  had  aerred 
an  apprenticeship),  aeventeen  irregnhn 
of  both  aexea  over  and  above  the  drug- 
gists— one  of  the  men  followed  mid- 
wifeij  ;  there  were  thirty -two  niidwives^ 
not  one  of  whom  had  received  anjr  in- 
•tnictions:  in  all,  sixty>five  ])ersons 
exercising  medicine  for  gain,  of  whom 
tiot  one  in  nine  had  been  prcviou'il  v  edu- 
cated for  the  profession.  And  the  ex> 
ample  of  T.inrolnHhirc  may  serre  for 
that  of  Dtlicr  ccuiiticJi  *. 

The  rt-noction  on  tliese  facts,  made  by 
the  uritrr  troiii  u  lunn  ihvy  art:  borrowed, 
is  just.  "  When  it  is  considered,"  he 
■ays,  that  each  (uneducated)  indivi- 
doal,  througli  ignorance  of  proper 
means,  or  the  misapplication  of  active 
nmedies,'  may  destroy  at  least  one  |ier<- 
sQa  annually,  and  rain  the  health  of 
many  more,  what  a  frightful  calcula- 
tion of  human  affliction  forces  itself 
upon  our  notice!** 

Now  will  any  one  venture  to  say  that 
the  country  was  not  in  want  of  a  pro> 
tective  measura,  such  as  the  Actof  1815, 
when  Tiearly  nine-tenths  (as  we  have 
seen)  of  the  persons  who  undertook  to 
minister  to  the  bodily  ills  of  the  people 
were  uneducated  pretenders?  So  habi- 
tuated, however,  were  the  better  order 
of  practitioners  to  the  slale  of  things  in 
which  ihcy  found  themselv  en,  tiiat,  though 
there  were  f^rnniblings  from  time  to 
time  on  minor  points  and  matters  of 


*  From  an  able  Tract,  entitled.  "  An  Inquit7 
Into  the  present  Stntr  of  the  Mi<ii<al  Fr<>(<-H«i>.n  in 
Eof  Und,  &c."  lol4,  bf  Mr.  (qow  Dr.)  KcrrUon* 


petty  policy,  no  step  was  taken,  nor 

even  contemplated,  until  an  affair  of 
prrtniiarv,  and  now  rilmovf  <»f  ludicroii*?, 
interest,  mused  up  the  iati  nt  i  iirrtfics  of 
tliat  part  of  the  ])rofcs><ion  wJiicli  ^\a>* 
immediately  affected — the  surgeon-apo- 
thecaries. 

It  so  happened,  in  the  year  1812,  that 
die  Minister  was  obliged  to  lay  a  heavy 
additiona]  duty  on  glass ;  and  the  conse- 
quence of  this  was  immediately  antici- 
pated, by  the  apothecaries  of  the  me- 
tropolis, a9  threatening  a  material  di- 
minution of  Aeir  pro6ti.  They  were 
stiired  up :  a  public  meeting  was  called ; 
Mr.  (now  Dr.)  Man  Burrows  took  the 
chair;  a  string  of  resolutions  psssed 
unanimously*  wliich  strongly  deprecated 
tlie  injury  about  to  be  infiicted  on  them 
by  the  impo<«t  in  qiKStion.  A  com- 
mittee of  the  leading  men  was  appoint, 
ed,  and  the  important  business  assigned 
to  them  to  consider  was,  what  minfht  be 
the  be-*t  means  of  (ibvTatTn«f  the  cala- 
mitous rise  in  the  tax  on  phiaLs. 

Though  this  influential  bodv  w,-i<;,  >ve 
believe,  not  successful  in  uanlin.;  off 
the  dreaded  iiajtost,  it  did  not  break  up 
without  elfecting  an  object  which  will 
be  memorable  iu  the  history  of  the  pro- 
iemion  in  England.  The  glass-bottle 
committee  was  die  rery  body  which  had 
the  state  of  the  profession  brought  be- 
ftre  parliament,  and  which  did  not 
dose  Its  labours  until  the  Bill  of  1616 
was  past  Who  (when  he  thinks  of 
a  tax  on  phials  lading  to  the  Apothe- 
caries'  Act)  will  not  be  reminded  of  the 
circamstances  connected  with  a  certain 
other  act  of  settlement  and  indepen* 
dence,  growii^  out  of  an  impost  on 
tea? — But  once  more  let  it  be  clearly 
understood,  that  speak  of  this  pm- 
tectit  e  and  rer;; nl  itrn  \  measure,  nnt  as 
«)ne  free  fri)m  unperleetii  ns,  but  simply 
as  a  mejtsure  which  has  ddir  the  state 
good  service,  in  liniitinii:  iln  eoeroacii- 
ments  of  unqualified  pn,  ii  iulcr>. — in  se- 
curing a  succession  of  ^«cIl-educatcU 
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practItirMir>rs  —  and  ia  advancing  tbe 
»iaTi'!:ir:l  of  cducntlon.  ^ 

And  tbis  is  the  measure  wljidt,  \\  lilmnt 
an  attemy«!.  to  apply  to  it  the  obvious  re- 
form'*  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  is  to 
be  V irl ii.iUy  al):tlisl)e<!  ;  — this  is  the  Act 
which,  after  lia\iuj^-  protected  the  pub- 
lic for  so  many  years,  is  now  to  be  vir- 
tuall/  discarded this  ia  tbe  Act,  on 
ihe  faitZi  of  tbe  stability  of  which  a 
la^e  nnmber  of  pnctitioners,  having 
entered  into  the  pcofession  widi  oon- 
■idenble  catpenae^and  more  thanoidi*' 
narj  labour,  in  complying  with  the  re- 
quiaite  forms,  ia  to  be  virtually  re- 
pealed, — and  they,  the  said  practitionem, 
left  unproteeted,  to  contend  for  their 
liread  with  whatsoever  intruders  may 
set  themselves  up  against  them! 

One  would  think  that  good  rcaaonought 
to  be  shewoi  for  meddling  witli  an  enact- 
ment which  is  of  so  much  consequence  to 
the  ]Tul)Iic,  and  u  hich  so  vitally  affects 
the  welfare  of  above   10,(K)()  medical 
j»ractitioncr!«i  settled   thruughaut  Kng- 
land  and  W'ale^.    The  public,  however, 
\Miulil  Ktcm  to  care  little  how  "  tlie 
doi  tor:*  '  settle  uiaiitrri  among  Uiem- 
MrUcs;  their  attention  is  absorbed  with 
other  objects  and  perhaps  tliey  are  but 
fll  qualified  to  give  an  opinion  on  tbe 
subject.    The  government,  probably, 
will  give  the  matter  due  attention,  and 
icmedy  defects  and  settle  the  claims  of 
parties,  as  may  be  most  expedient  Ibr 
the  public  good.  But  what  can  be  the 
result  of  any  complaint  about  iiyuiy, 
or  threatened  wrong,  when  the  person 
alleged  to  suffer  not  only  does  not  eonic 
forward  and  shew  that  he  feels,  but 
when  no  direct  murmur  iii  beard  to  es- 
cape his  lips  ?    This  apathy  is  surpris- 
in:^'.    Is  anotht  r  tax  uj)on  g"lass,  or  a 
glass-bottle  committee,  required,  li»  ])oiiit 
the  w;ty,  not  to  riiiiits  to  he  acquired, 
hut  to  the  commou  protection  and  se- 
curity ? 

We  are  j^lad  to  perceive,  ijuuc\cr, 
that  though  the  parties  who^c  priulcgcN 


are  directly  aimed  at  are  indiflerent  and 
silent,  tfieir  necurity  is  not  unheeded  by 
the  body  "  hieli  conferred  those  privi- 
IcfTcs.  All  ojiicial  rcjdv  to  the  Statement 
of  the  1  jliTit  iui^h  Ci)llege  of  <!»urgcons 
has  appeared,  it  is  a  document  much 
better  calculated  to  vindicate  ih(>  work- 
ing of  the  Act  than  the  memorial  was, 
which  we  published  about  a  fortnight 
ago  in  this  journal,  along  with  the 
Edinbufgh  Statement  In  another 
number  we  propose  to  give  the  subject 
further  eonsidenitioB,  and  to  notaoe  thia 
and  other  doeuments  which  have  recently 
been  published. 
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U«7  27.  Itm, 

Tffis  wa^  nvr  of  the  most  brilliant  and 
crowded  meetings  which  has  taken  jdace 
this  season — being  honoured  by  the  p^<^- 
sence  of  his  RovalHighness  the  Duke  of 
Sussex,  several  distinguished  noblemen, 
his  Grace  the  Primate  of  Ireland,  some  of 
the  English  bi»hop:!»,  Lord  Chief  Baron 
Lyndhurst,  most  of  tbe  iudges,  and 
numerous  eminent  members  of  the 
chilli h,  the  law,  and  the  medical  pni-> 
fcsHion. 

A  paper,  which  ezeited  general  inte- 
rest, was  read  with  great  animation  by 
the  learned  President:  it  was  entitled. 

On  the  Deaths  of  tome  Tlluitrious  Per- 
soiis  of  Antiquity,   By  Sir  Henry 

Halfohd. 

Sir  Henry  began  by  observing,  that 
when  our  feeltngB  have  been  captivated 
by  tlie  history  of  tbe  transactions  of  an 

illustrious  life,  the  mind  is  unsatisfied 
while  auy  iJiiug  yet  remains  to  be  told 
of  the  person  who  has  engaged  it.  But, 
in  addition  to  the  sources  oiintere^t  pre- 
sented to  others,  the  physician  mav  nnd, 
in  the  subject  of  the  present  paper,  many 
facts  connected  witn  the  operation  of 
medicines,  known  in  ibrmer  times,  and 
be  enabled  to  correct  some  mrsa|)preh<  n- 
sions  regarding  the  true  nature  of  the 
diseases  of  which  some  of  the  illustrious 
ancients  died. 

Sylla,  the  dictator,  died  of  .in  internal 
abscess,  wiiicfi  hiirvt  (hiring  a  fit  of  pas- 
sion,   lie  hud  set  his  heart  on  the  rc- 


COLLEGE  Ok'  PHYSICIANS 


storatttm  of  tlic  Capitol  ami  its  ik'dica- 
ti«n  on  a  particular  day ;  but  a  ineaseil' 

Sor  having-  brnug-ht  Inni  inttlllit-ciicc 
lat  bis  ev|MnMcd  rcnourcps  ]ia<l  tailed, 
he  gave  wajr  to  a  j>arox>-sm  of  rage,  w  as 
aeiced  with  a  ▼onntnig-  of  blood,  na^ed 
tbc  Mif^i  in  great  suflTerin^,  aurt  died 
n<  \tday; — anful  example,  ohservcd 
the  learned  author,  to  tbo^tc  who  take  no 
fwitiB  to  eoBtrol  their  ptMtoits,  uid  w^e* 
ciaHy  impressive  on  tkose  wbo,  witii 
violenee  of  temper,  eombine  anjr  thing 
we&k  in  their  structure. 

Cra^sus,  the  lawyer,  and  fnend  of 
C icero,  d ied  of  filennsj.  He  was  speak- 
ing iti  t!if>  senate  -when  Iw  Was  seized 
with  pain  in  tlu- side.  On  gmn|^  home, 
he  had  a  shivering  lit,  followed  l>y  fever: 
he  died  on  the  seventh  day.  It  ia  not 
mentioned  what  means  were  had  recnnrsc 
to  with  a  view  of  preserving'  his  life; 
but  as  Celsus,  who  lived  a  few  >tar>  af- 
terwards, reeonmenda  bleedingf,  eup- 
piofjf,  and  blistering-,  in  inflammation  of 
fhf  <  liest,iti8prot»ble  that  these  were 
adopted. 

Of  Ptnapomoa  Atticns^  beloved  by 
Cieero,  ana  esteemeil  hy  all  partiea  even 

in  the  most  distrartcd  condition  of  tbc 
state,  we  are  toUi  tiiat  bis  mortal  dis- 
ease was  a  fistula  in  the  loins ;  pmbablv, 
observed  Sir  Henry,  a  dj*sentery,  end- 
ing-, a«5  it  smnetinM's  does,  in  ulceratinTi 
of  the  lower  bowel,  r'>r  lie  is  described 
as  having  had  tormuia  and  tenesmus. 
Ilndingf  his  disMwe  ineiease,  notwitf^ 
atandin^f  the  use  of  the  remedies  pre- 
serilwl  fe»r  him,  he  calleil  his  friends  to- 
gether, and  iufonncd  them  that  he  had 
made  up  his  mind  to  take  nothing  more, 
whether  food  or  phytic  ;  and  riofidlyad> 
herinjr  to  his  rescdve,  Ix-  diea  on  the 
seventh  day,  at  the  age  of  77.  This  re- 
aomve  of  starvation  undo*  incntable  dis- 
ease, seems  to  have  been  fteqoentljr 
adi'j'tff?  !»v  the  Rinnans;  and  Pliny 
mentions  an  afflicting*  ease  in  which  he 
was  sent  for  by  the  wife  of  one  of  his 
ftiends,  to  dissoade  her  husband  from 
his  pjirpn^r  ;  hut  hc  nrriM  (l  too  late. 
The  death  of  Socrates  is  fnniliirly 
know  n  to  liave  been  effected  by  a  nar- 
cotic noison  ;  bnt  the  precise  nature  of 
thesunstancc  used  is  matter  of  conjecture. 
The  Greeks,  wc  know,  were  aefjminf*  d 
with  the  aconite,  the  black  P^l'l'J  i 
hyoseyamus,  and  hemlock.  Tne'lien- 
bane  is  used  at  Constantinople,  and, 
Sir  Henry  believes,  also  ibnpu^out  the 
Morea,  under  the  name  of  Neben»eh  ; 
which  sounds  ev  much  like  Hrprtnihi  &^ 


to  reoal  it  irresuttbly  to  our  minds,  and 
to  lead  to  the  suspicton  that  hyoseyamus 

had  l>ern  u^»  (l  a«?  n  narcotic  from  very 
early  tinn  >.  lint  with  re»;-ard  to  So- 
craties,  it  is  probable  thst  Uic  same 
poison  was  employed  in  die  eases  of 
other  persons  condemnt'd  to  death— viz. 
Kt»yftou^  cicufa.  Dion,  the  father  of 
Oionysius,  and  Phoci<»n,  were  both  poi- 
aoaea  with  hemlock,  and  it  is  mentioned 
hy  Thcophrastus  that  the  Avliotr  idant 
was  ]munded  together;  but  tlu-  Chiaas 
peeled  off  the  ruid,  as  apt  to  occasion 
pain,  and  then  made  an  inftision  of  the 
trther  parts.  The  poison,  at  all  events, 
was  weak,  and  -inw  in  its  operation  ; 
for  the  executioner  told  Socrates  that 
it  would  prevent  its  effect  if  he  entered 
into  earnest  discussion,  and  that  it  w  aa 
oecasionally  necessary'  tn  rrprnt  ihrdose 
tlircc  or  four  times.  'Hie  iltath  of  Han- 
nibal next  oc€upie<l  the  attention  of  the 
learned  author  of  the  paper.  The  poi. 
son,  we  are  told,  was  contained  in  a 
riti«r^  and  -^vhrit  it  was  we  shall  proba- 
bly never  know  with  certainty, — tlMNij^^ 
modem  ohenustry  mi^ht  furnish  many 
which  would  not  exceed  the  prescril ted 
bulk — ]>rn>.>-lc  r^fifl  Prohahlv,  how- 
ever, in  thi.s  Hii^tanec  it  w  as  s  nie  of  tbc 
prodiuM  of  Lyhia— /,yWa  fermx  vene- 
Noriim— which  supplied  the  illostrious 
Carthaginrin  with  the  means  of  Ir  ith. 
But  as  to  the  mode  in  whith  Bri- 
tannicus  was  destroyed  by  Nero,  Sir 
Henry  Halford  is  of  opinion  that  we 
may  rationally  conjecture  the  poison  to 
have  been  laurel  water.  I^ocusta,  a  fe- 
male poisoner,  kept  for  state  purposes, 
was  employed  to  prejiare  a  dose  which 
should  nrove  instantly  fatal ;  ami  aAer 
having- bet  Ti  trie*!  on  a  hog,  which  was  in 
a  moment  killed,  it  was  aduiinit^ered  to 
the  unfortunate  victim  at  a  banquet.  He 
was  seized  with  an  epileptie  fit,  and  ex> 
pired.  Thi«!  aeeonnt  was  then  compared 
with  that  of  the  death  of  Sir  Theodo- 
sius  Boughtou — a  detail  into  which  we 
regret  that  oar  very  confined  space  pre- 
veTi t<J  ns  from  c ii  tr  r i  r  i  ^  ( a r t  li c r  tli  a  n  s ta  1 1 n  o- 
that  an  extraordinary  Id  frktif  '.s  was  nh- 
sirved  over  the  face  of  Brauuuicus,  and 
that  the  learned  President  remanbered 
ha>  ln;;-  seen  Sir  Theodosius  Boui^hton 
nfti  r  t!i»  body  had  been  disinterred  for<'x- 
aniuiation,  and  that  the  face  was,  in 
ooh>ur,  like  a  pickled  walinit. 

In  the  case  of  AIc\ mder  the  Oreat, 
there  was  a  *!torv  of  lii^  liming-  been 
poi^ined,  and  that  the  poison  had  been 
sent  to  him  hy  Antipater,  in  the  hoof  of 
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a  muk :  bat  if  coiircj  ed  at  all,  it  was 
in  mn  onjx— «iich  ««  was  iiaed  to  bold 
precious  ointments— for  n^iiftes, 

not  onlj  the  ]»v«'r!<^»us  stone  of  that 
name,  but  al!H>  unguis^  the  iirst  sense 
of  which  M  die  faumaii  nail,  and 
the  fltecand  the  hoof  of  a  horse  or  mole  ; 
w  Ijirh  nh^aniiig- had  <  n  'Jfi^  f■I1  ff)  the 
vi  ord  ill  reference  to  liic  ailcj;^ctl  convey- 
ing of  the  poison,  instead  of  the  stone 
in  which  oiatmcnts  were  kent.  Alex* 
andr-r,  however,  in  fac  t,  (lied  (»f  a  ro. 
niittent  fever,  of  tiie  progress  of  \v)ii(  li 
dail^'  statciucuta  were  made — ounntiiut- 
ittg^  the  Ifaat  txumfiit  which  we  find  of 
record*  <1  bulletins.  He  died  on  the 
cJevi  iiih  dar. 

8Lr  Henrj*  Halfurd  proceeded  to  pass 
an  encuiiuixju  on  die  ^pBQius  of  dus  ex« 
traordinar^  man,  and  upon  the  sag-acity 
of  flip  policy  hy  which  he  rctaintHl  the 
dominions  ^e  had  acquired ;  this  he 
couipared,  especially  in  regard  to  the 
plan  of  appointing-  Maeedonian  oflMeia 
to  command  the  native  troops,  tn  the  s^'s- 
tem  at  this  day  adopted  in  India.  I'hc 
field  thus  opened  Has  wide  uud  luv  u- 
ing;  hut,  said  the  learned  author,  in 
conclusion,  "  I  must  not  forget  that  n\j 
theme  wa«i  not  the  livfy^  Imt  the  <featk$^ 
of  some  iiiuiktnous  pcruuus  ui  antii^uitj." 


RECLAMATION  REGARrUNG  THE 
TALETUDUtARlUM. 


T0  the  Editor  itf  the  Medical  Gazette, 
Sin, 

l!<f  your  observations  on  the  letter  of 
die  'correspondent  who  has  called  your 
attention  to  "  a  series  of  laudatory  arti- 
cles on  the  Gower-strec't  Srhoid.  which 
hare  appeared  in  the  Tunes  (iuring  tlic 
Inst  mondi,"  you  stated,  that  one  in- 
dividnal  who  ha:*  lately  taken  up  die 
cause  is  a  frirnd  of  the  Editor,  and  a 
frequent  contributor  to  the  paper;*'  and 
yon  were  plessed  tn  add,  ^  diat  the 
thing  has  been  too  much  overdone,  not 
to  be  attributed  to  private  influence, 
even  if  tlie  gentleman  alluded  to  had 
)>ct-u  less  couimuuicative  regarding  his 

influence  widi   ,  the  Redaeteur  en 

Cher 
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the  Editor  aiii<»it^r  m  v  private  friends,  I 
vesdilr  ncknewled^e*;  and  I  trust  that 
I  sbaU  always  retain  his  friendship  and 

csterjn.  Tliat  T  am  a  frequent  contri- 
butor Ut  hLs  |»ap<>r,  is  also  equally  true ; 
bet  it  is  always  in  the  character  of  a 
a)rrt  spondcnt,  writing  tm  subjects  in 
Mhich  llu'  |»td)lif  are  inter*  stcd.  On 
this  account  only  have  niy  l  onaiiuniea- 
tions  not  been  disregtu-dt  d.  I  must, 
however,  beg  to  deny,  and  in  the  nraat 
unquali(ted  terms,  that  I  have,  either  an 
public  or  private,  stat« d  that  I  fiavc  any 
iiitlueiice,  directly  or  indirectly,  with 
the  gentleman  wMtn  yon  are  pleased  to 
term  the  Redaeieur  en  che/\*'  or  any 
other  person  connected  with  the  Timet 
pa^>er,  in  ohtaimng  admission  for  any 
arttdes  or  paragraphs  for  the  support 
"of  any  private  specttlun  11  and  I  beg 
to  add,  that  I  am  not  tlic  author  of  any 
"  laudatory  articles  on  the  Gowcr-strcet 

Connected  for  sixteen  yean,  ts  n 

clerfjyman,  with  the  metropolis  and  its 
nt-ij^hhoiirhocKl,  and  believinjf  that  in 
lending  my  feeble  a««istauce  to  the  in- 
slitutien  in  progress  I  was  aiding^  iu 
giving  relief  to  the  wants  of  a  nimierous 
population  in-sjifh(  iently  snjijdied  with 
such  an  a^  ium,  I  readily  consented  to 
ndvoctte  its  cause  nt  Cfhrist  Church, 
and  subsequdidy  to  prepare  and  offer 
up  a  prayer  on  layiiii,'-  fin  (oundation 
stone ;  and  I  trust,  111  i>o  doing,  I  have 
[not]  stated  or  written  any  Uiiug  un- 
worthy- the  station  I  am  placed  in  m  n 
ehiistian  minister. 

Yours  obediently, 

C.  Woi)swoaTH. 

Mar  W» 

[^Vc,  of  CDtirsc,  give  innnediate  in- 
sertion to  the  preeeding  letter,  though, 
from  tlie  very  late  period  at  wljich  it 
was  received,  it  lias  eosl  us  sonic  trouble 
to  do  i»o  in  tlie  present  number.  The 
statement  of  Mr.  iVodsworth  appears  tn 
US  to  be  so  very  evasive  as  to  leave  the 
matter  precisely  where  it  was  l»rf(»re, 
with  the  exception  of  those  part^  of  our 
observations  which  it  tends  to  eonfim. 
We  did  not  assert  that  Mr.  W.  was 
actually  the  "author"  of  th<'  lauda- 
tory paragraphs  alluded  to,  hut  only 
that  taey  were  the  result  of  private  in* 
fluence,  and  knowing  his  e<nuH'xion 
with  thr  pa])rr,  and  his  activity  about 
the  hospital,  we  expressed  our  beliei  that 
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his  reprcsenUition  in  its  favour  had  l>eeu 
the  iuinietliate  cause  of  their  appearance. 
Agmin,  it  is  iHithin^i^  to  say  that  he  nerer 
stated"  that  he  had  any  influence  with 
the  Eilitor,  for  it  is  easy-to  roTnmuiiirafc 
to  others  a  knowlcdj^e  uf  such  fact  wiih- 
oot  making  a  statenient  to  that  effeet 
totidem  verbit.  Suppose,  for  cx.-uniile, 
any  one  were  t<»  mention  that  he  iiad 

spoken  to  his  fricud,  Mr.   ,  about 

appropriating  the  mimey  collected  for 
toe  late  Queen  Carolina  to  tin-  use  of  the 
University  hospital,  would  not  the  fair 
inference  be.  both  that  be  did  po&sehs 
influence  wilb  the  penon  allooed  to, 
and  that  he  had  made  use  of  it  ?  We 
nrvf-r  sii  K  nor  implied,  that  oilh»^r  Mr. 
WutLsvv  uiih,  or  the  Editor  in  question, 
had  any  thing-  to  do  with  the  Valetudi- 
nariom,  as  a  prirate  apeculatioii;'*  bnt 
^ve  as^eiiod,  ami  wp  repeat  the  assertion, 
that  it  IS  such,  having*  been  actnallr  set 
forth  by  the  Council  as  one  of  tlic  plans 
by  which  the  finances  of  the  University 
mig'ht  possibly  be  bettered.  Neitlier 
diawe  find  fiiult  with  Mr.  W.  for  "  aid- 
ing  in  giving  relief  to  the  wants  of  a 
nuinerons  population  inmifficiently  snjt- 
plied  with  such  an  asjrium  our  criti- 
rism  n-as  directed  ag^nin^it  advocating', 
as  a  charity,  the  cause  uf  a  joint-stock 
company;  and  holding-  up,  as  nierilo- 
riooi,  oil  the  part  of  the  medical  niett,an 
act  which  as  indirectly,  thouffh  most 
palnahly,  inti  lidnl  to  ptjt  money  in  their 
pocKels.  A^ciin,  wc  deny  that  the  in- 
tended hospital  can  affonl  any  such 
*•  asylum,"  or,  if  dcsiirned  for  purely 
benevolent  objects,  would  ever  have  been 
placed  in  its  present  situation  —  would 
ever  have  been  planned  on  its  present 
scale  —  or  won  1(1  ever  have  been  com- 
mcri"  d  u  ii}i  its  present  m^^nnn.  In 
con<-iu.sioii,  we  did  not  allude  to  Mr. 
Wodflworth's  beins'  an  acqnaintani^ 
and  friend  of  the  Editor,  as  any  taunt, 
which  he  would  seem  to  imply,  but 
as  affording*  a  rational  explanation  of  a 
line  of  conduct  at  variance  with  that 
usually  a<lo;iti-d  by  the  Times,  and 
in  contradiction  of  its  previously  de- 
clared intentions  on  this  particular  sub- 
ject; and  wc  must  take  leave  to  add, 
that  nothing  in  Mr.  Wbdsworth*s  letter 
is  calculated  to  remove  this  imnrcssion, 
however  his  Tufd  --fv  in;iv  l»»au  him  to 
disclaim  hia  poi^M  ssiit|r  lulinence  in  the 
quarter  aUuded  to.— En.  Gaz]. 
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iw/>t  at  Edmonton,  IxitUude  51**  37'  32"  N. 
LamgHuit  0»  9^  5V*  W.  «f  Gntnmtk. 

THSMvHBTBa.!  BAaoHms. 
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OA 
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so  16 


Wiuil  vnriaUe,  N.E.  prrvaiiin^* 
Etrept  the  evcaiaf  of  tiko  ttih  and  Sttb»  feao* 
rally  clear. 

Charles  Henrv  Aoams. 
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Clinical  Illustrations  of  the  more  im- 
portant Di'icascs  of  Bcn^^rnl,  &f .  S^c.  By 
William  Twiiiinj?,  M.R.C.S.L.  &c 
I'-iTvatioiis  oil  tlie Teatidaa.  Bv Jaoiea 

Rii-  i;,  r.R.r.s.i:. 

11  onus  Mcdicus,  &c.  By  Geo.  Graves 
and  Dr.  Morries.   Part  It 

Considt  rations  Pratiques  snr  les  Nerral- 
gies  dc  la  Face.  Par  llallidav,  Docteur 
cn  MMecinc  dei,  I'acultcs  d'tldiinboai^ 
ctdc  Paris. 

All  In(juir\'  into  the  rntiscs  of  Respira- 
tion, Ccc.  ficc.  U)  Jumc!>  Carson,  M.D. 
LireipooL 


NOTICE. 

We  have  complied  with  the  request  of 
Mr.  Wodsworth,  by  giving  insertion  to  his 

Irtft  r :  as  to  the  rest,  vv  i'  hv^  to  say  that 
any  further  uriiun  eonimunicatiou  shaU 
meet  with  our  best  attention. 

W.  Wiitoir,  Piliitor,  Wt  Sltimer-Slmli  LosioB. 
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LECTURES 

ON  THB 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  OF 

MEDICINE; 

Ddkmwd  •!  tA«  Lmdon  Utuverdty, 
Br  Dm.  Eluomon. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  CHEST. 

PNEV2tAT0.TH0RAX. 

Impraprutit  tf  AiUm  wufhtied  by  Laennec. 
— The  pletira  is  5oinetimes  distended  by 
anotiii^^  iiuid^u/r.  This  disease  is  called 
bj  Laennec  pnnimo-thoraaf  bat  very  impro- 
perlv  NO ;  it  ought  of  course  to  be  cuJlrd 
fOMHmata-tharax,  Pneumo-tborax  means 
•mBethinff  about  Itrag  and  chest,  but  pneu. 
mato-thorax  means  somc  tliin<;  alniut  air 
ai»«l  c  h<'sL  We  have  such  a  word  ns  jnttu- 
muiocele,  sif^uifying  a  swelling  produced  by 
aJr;  and  when  air  exists  in  the  thonuc  we 
nufl^ht  tn  say  Tmeumat94heriojy  because  wvtvitu 
is  the  Greek  for  air,  andaccordiu|  to  com- 
moB  amUog^  we  shoold  change  the  genltiTe 
into  TO.  e  say  hctmaiocelf,  we  do  not  say 
ktemoctU  ;  therefore  Laennec  is  wrong  in 
the  name  which  be  has  giren  t<)  the  dis- 
ease, which  conauts  of  air  exisUnR  in  the 
pit  ura.  Thi";  is  niiimportant,  and  one  is 
nuL  disposed  to  dwell  upon  wurds,  only 
when  a  new  term  is  invented  it  ii  light  to 
malte  it  Icf^itimate  according  to  other 
words.  With  words  that  ba?e  been  long 
aelabliahed  we  most  be  contented,  and  not 
be  over  nice. 

Sttmptonu. — Now  when  air  exists  in  the 
pleura,  it  of  course  gives  rihc  lu  tlic  same 
eflbcts  of  distention  that  the  existence  of 
pu«;  or  senim  does;  tlje intereoNtal  niuseles 
awcll  out  a  little,  and  the  diaphragm  and 
llvo*,  in  tlie  caite  of  the  right  aide,  are 
pii^ihcd  dowTi  f^uT  ynii  may  boforehand 
predict  what  will  be  the  ;*ign8  to  the  ear. 
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There  will  not  be  a  dead  sound,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  eflnaion  of  pus  or  scrum,  but  on 
striking  the  chest  you  will  have  a  hollow 
sound,  though  on  listening  to  the  chest 
you  will,  as  in  hydrothorax,  hare  no  i». 
spiratory  murmur.  The  air  that  is  there 
is  not  thf  nir  of  respiration,  but  exists  ex- 
teraal  to  the  lungs,  and  therefore  it  docs 
not  give  any  respiratory  murmur;  but 
there  is  this  great  difT* n  lu  e,  that  iT  ynn 
strike  the  chest,  notwithstanding  there  is 
no  more  letpiratorf  muromr  than  in  the 
abdomen,  yet  yon  iMve  a  fine  clear  hollow 
sound. 

You  see,  in  this  instance,  the  importanoe 
of  not  tmsttng  either  to  percnasion  or  to  the 
stetho  rnpe  separately;  yon  see  that  a  case 
may  occur  in  which  the  eombinctl  use  of 
perenaiion'  and  ansenltation  is  necessary'. 
If  von  merely  strike  the  chest  in  these  in* 
stances,  you  see  nothing  the  matter,  for  it 
gives  a  fine  ImUow  mnnd— perhaps  a 
clearer  sound  than  in  health :  and  again, 
if  you  only  listen  to  the  chest,  without 
striking — merely  apply  the  stethoscope — 
Tou  wul  say,  here  is  a  lung  solidified,  or 
here  is  a  pleura  filled  with  liquid,  with  pws, 
or  serum.  But  by  using  both,  you  see 
deafly  the  nature  of  the  case ;  you  ascer- 
taiii,  hy  the  fine  bnlluu-  snmul,  that  air  is 
there,  but  by  the  want  of  respiratory  mur- 
mur you  perceive  that  the  air  has  nothing 
to  do  witli  the  lunga. 

Su'tiptonii.. — When  air  existsinthe  pleura, 
you  have,  as  i  have  just  observed,  a  clear 
sound  on  pereossion,  which  would  lead 
you  to  suppose  that  all  was  rii^hl ;  but 
clear  as  the  sound  is,  there  is  no  respira- 
tory murmur  at  all.  I  instanced  this  as  a 
proof  of  the  i»roi)riety  of  not  trusting  fim. 
ply  to  the  stethoscope,  nor  simply  to  per- 
cussion ;  and  it  is  an  excellent  instance  of 
the  pn>priety  of  having  recourse  to  both. 

You  will  nx'ollect,  that  wh(«n  I  spoke  of 
a  collection  of  liquid  in  the  pleura,  I  men- 
tioned that,  however  large  the  collection 
inij^ht  be,  you  would  «:ti1l  hr  nr  rc'^piration 
about  three  fingers*  breadth  from  the  sifle 
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of  the  spin»^;  that  the  ronts  uf  the  lung^ 
were  never  so  comuressed  but  that  you 
might  bear  respiration  there;  alAoagb,  in 
extreme  inflammation  of  the  lung,  the 
lung  becomes  so  solid  that  no  respiration 
can  be  heard.  Now  it  is  exactly  the  same 
when  the  pleura  becomes  diilended  with 
nir.  When  tbo  lung  is  compn  s«^efl  by  air 
in  the  pleura,  still  the  compression  is  never 
■nch  ttmt  reopiration  cannot  be  beard  at 
the  roots  of  tIio  lun^s — at  least  it  must  be 
an  extremely  rare  occurrence.  The  lung 
still  resists  sufliciently  to  maintain  its  func- 
tion at  the  roots,  and  oonaeqiientlTy  at  the 
sides  of  the  spine  yon  nay  bear  toe  rcspi- 
ratory  murmur. 

Diagnosis  from  £fii|iM^teifM.— There  it  one 
ra';r  in  wliich  The  anscultaTnrv  j-ihiinnrnma 
resemble  those  which  are  noticed  iu  pueu- 
■wto-tborax,  and  diat  is  one  that  T  Ittira 
already  mentioned  under  the  head  of  duo* 
nic  bronchitis,  %%hen  the  air  cells  are 
greatly  distendetl,  ami  perhaps  broken  one 
into  another.  When  the  disease  impro- 
perly t  allrd  emphysema  of  the  lungs" 
takes  place  (,1  say  improperlyi  because  em- 
physema is  the  existence  of  air  in  the  eel* 
lular  membrane,  and  !n  this  case  it  is  con- 
tained in  the  air-cells  of  the  lun^«!),  there 
is  a  great  caritjr  In  the  lungs  filled  with 
air;  and  you  will  leooUeet  I  mentioned 
that  there  is  n  very  clear  sonnd  on  percns- 
sion,  but  on  li&lcuinff  to  the  respiratory 
nmnmir  yon  searedy  hear  any  thing.  The 
cases,  in  their  nature,  you  perceive  are 
very  similar— that  is,  cases  where  air  exists 
in  the  pleura,  and  cases  where  some  of  the 
air-eells  are  rery  much  enlarged  and  partly 
broken  down,  so  that  a  body  of  air  e^i^ts 
ill  tile  sub>tance  uf  the  lungs  andisueariy 
ttajmant,  does  not  pan  and  repass  as  it 
OV^t  t'l  <!  '  in  rcsi»irat!on.  There  is,  how- 
efSTy  a  mode  of  distinguishing  between 
the  two  eases,  and  it  is  tiiis :  when  air  ex. 
i  ,t<>  ill  till  ]ileura,  you  hear  no  respiratory 
murmur  at  all  at  the  front  of  the  chest — 
it  is  stagnant ;  but  in  the  case  of  dilata- 
tion of  the  air-cells,  the  air,  although 
nearly  sta«;nnnt,  is-  never  quite  so — it  is 
partially  expired  and  inspired  — and  there- 
fore  you  do  bear  a  faint  respiratory  mur- 
mur. Another  mode  of  making  the  diatj- 
noius  is  this :  when  the  case  is  one  of  dila- 
tation of  the  «ir-cells»  it  is  consequent 
upon  a  long-continued  catarrh,  or  bronchi- 
lie  affection  ;  it  onlv  tsikes  place  when  a 
disease  has  existed  u  lung  time,  and  you 
bear  tiie  mucous,  sonorous,  and  atblMnis 
rattlcH  ivf  bronchitis,  so  that  you  may  rery 
clearly  altogether  make  out  the  nature  of 
the  ease;  whereas,  when  air  cxistB  in  the 
pleura,  it  is,  for  the  most  part,  a  very  Mi  l 
den  affection,  there  are  no  signs  of  hron  - 
^itis;  and  it  is  not  only  sudden,  but 
generally  rery  riolent,  and  oiaally  00n> 
Jinflt  the  patient  to  his  bed. 


Hydra-  P^uumttto-Tktrax. 

A  enmponnd  ease  sometfaDes  happens ; 
one  made  up  of  the  two  affections  of  which 
I  have  last  spoken— of  hydro-thorax,  or 
empyema,  from  the  fluid  existing  in 
the  pleura,  and  pneumato- thorax,  in 
which  air  exists  in  tin-  pleura.  We  some- 
times see  patients  with  both  air  and  fluid 
in  ^e  earity  of  the  pleura. 

This  affection  is  termed  hudro-pntninnto- 
thorax.  It  is  a  long  word,  but  rery  ex- 
pressive ;  it  shews  you  at  once  the  nature 
of  the  case— hydro-thorax,  the  name  for 
fltiid,  and  pneumato- thorax,  the  name  for 
air  in  the  chest  There  is  nothing  puzzling 
in  the  tem,  although  it  is  a  long  one. 

%mp/0ms.— If  you  reflect  a  moment,  you 
may,  as  in  many  other  cases  of  afliection  of 
the  diMt,  preuet  before-hand  what  will 
be  the  symptoms  of  this  disease  percepti- 
ble by  the  ear.  The  air,  of  course,  must 
be  at  the  up]>er  part  of  the  chei>t,  unless 
there  be  adhesions  there,  and  the  fluid  wilt 
bf  nt  the  lower;  n.'id  Thrrrfnrf",  on  per- 
cttiision  at  the  superior  part,  you  have  a 
clearer  sound  than  natural,  bat  when  too 
strike  at  the  inferior  part  there  is  a  dead 
sound.  The  contrast  Is  rery  great  indeed; 
the  sound  above  is  clearer  than  usual, 
whereas  the  sound  beh>w  is  perfectly  dead. 
If  yon  listen  with  the  stethoscope  during 
respiration,  to  all  ports  of  the  side  of  the 
dmt,  you  hear  no  respiratory  marmur; 
the  air  nhnvv  nn(?  the  fluid  below  impedes 
respiration,  and  therefore  there  is  nortspi- 
ratoiy  murmur  either  la  the  one  sitnation 
or  the  other.  But  there  is  this  difference 
hrtwe^  n  simple  hydro  thorax  and  pnen- 
mai«i  lliurax — in  the  former  case  ihtie  is 
a  dead  sound  from  the  presence  of  the 
fluid,  in  the  latter  there  is  a  clearer  sound 
than  natural  from  the  presence  of  the  air ; 
and  in  a  compound  ease  there  b  a  dead 
sound  below  and  a  clear  sound  above. 
And  again  :  ^ou  will  be  aware,  that  if  you 
alter  the  position  of  the  patient,  you  alter 
the  situation  of  these  phenomena.  If  the 
patient  under  examination  he  sitting  or 
standing  upright,  the  symptoms  will  be 
what  I  baire stated;  but  suppose  vou  make 
him  lie  dn  .'  n,  you  will  then  find  that  the 
hollow  sound,  inst^ul  of  being  at  the  su- 
perior  part  of  Ae  diest,  will  be  altogether 
at  the  anterior,  and  the  dead  sound  on 
pemi^'sio!!  will  hv  quite  by  the  side;  jnst 
as  vt'u  alter  tile  relative  position  of  the  air 
and  the  fluid. 

There  is,  however,  in  this  ca.se  (and  that, 
I  think,  you  might  imagine)  another  cir- 
enmstaaee  which  takes  place  onlr  in  this 
diseft-K  — vi/.  that  if  von  snddenly  fhnke 
the  patient,  take  him  hj  the  shoulcler  and 
jolt  him,  you  frequentljr  hear  f  uclnation. 
Yon  cannot  hear  fluctuation  in  emphysema 
■hmc^  nor  canyon  hearitinhydroth^rax; 
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neither  is  it  audible  where  air  only  exiists 
in  the  chest:  it  is  only  perceptible  in  hj* 
diO'PlieiUDiiO-thomx.  Yoti  unvy  b  ar  the 
ilactoatioii  with  the  naked  ear  applied  to 
tile  ehect,  or  bv  meaiie  of  the  stethoscope. 
It  is  well,  in  all  cases  of  this  sort,  to  pnt 
the  ear  on  the  palient's  chest,  nnd  let  jsome 
one  move  him  ratlier  surhknl)  ,  und  then 
jou  will  hear  flQCtnatinn  within,  and  the 
pntTf  Ttt  will  1)1'  aware  of  it  himself.  Sonic- 
timca  liie  patient  has  discovered  this  before 
the  mediesl  attendant  has  tbotif^ht  of  the 
naturt-  of  tht-  ca^c.  Yoii  will  find  a  very 
remarkable  case  in  one  of  the  volumes  of 
the  Dublin  Transactions,  which  occurred 
before  Laennec's  time.  The  patient  did 
Bot  say,  like  the  woman  in  Scripture,  that 
he  had  spent  all  his  substance  on  physi- 
eianSf  but  be  had  been  to  all  the  doctors 
•within  his  rc*arh,  ami  mrtreover  he  had 
been  sent  to  the  Continent,  bat  it  was  all 
in  Tmin;  nobody  knew  the  natate  of  Ids 
maladv,  and  he  discovered  it  at  last  him- 
self, ^fe  found  that  when  he  Ava.s  sittini? 
up,  or  jolted  him'?elf  in  any  way,  he  heard 
llnctnation  ^viflin  Ins  chest;  ne  pointed 
the  attenti'iri  -  f  Ins  inedit  al  a!'rndant  to 
it,  who  then,  tor  the  first  time,  listened  to 
his  chest  New  this  phenomenon  is  men- 
Tinin  d  ?>y  HipiXK^ratcs,  or  in  some  of  the 
wurki*  OM-hbed  to  him,  bat  aofortnnately 
it  is  there  said  that  it  takes  place  only  when 
pus  exists  in  the  chest.  This  is  incorrect; 
it  takes  place  only  when  there  is  both  liquid 
and  air  in  the  chest,  the  reason  of  which 
is,  i)f  course,  very  erident.  Those  who  at 
trntled  to  what  nipj)Ocratcs  or  the  writer 
of  this  oassagc  said,  endeavourcii  to  verify 
It  by  dissections;  bat  fonnd  that  the  ob. 
servation  was  inaccurate,  and  therefore  it 
dropped  to  the  ground,  and  medical  men 
neglected  to  apply  the  ear  to  tlie  chest 
(aJthou'^h  Hippocrates  had  done  so),  and 
^♦-i;,' mail  zed  the  plan  as  beinjr  u^f^  r  nnn 
scu»e.  Unfortunately  the  observation  was 
not  sufficiently  minnte;  the  sound  was 
ascribed  M^Iely  to  the  evistenceof  pus,  U&d 
so  the  mistake  was  made. 

Metaltie  Tinklin;^  —  There  is  another 
symptom  (for  which  you  would  not  be 
prepared)  \vhieh  exists  when  there  are 
these  compound  contents  (air  and  fluid) 
in  the  pleura ;  and  that  is,  mctallir  tiul.iniii. 
It  is  exartly  like  the  sound  which,  aeeonl 
io|[  to  Laenutc'ti  description,  is  made  by 
striking  a  pin  against  a  piece  of  f^Iass.  It 
is  a  clear,  sih  t  ry,  ringing  sound  -  a  sort  of 
metallic  sound,  as  is  implied  in  the  ex- 
pression metallic  tinklinj;— a  very  iRautiful 
aoitttd.  It  was  long  after  I  began  to  study 
the  mi  ieular  symptoms  of  diseases  of  th" 
chest,  before  \  beard  this;  and  till  1  did 
hear  it  I  mistook  many  a  one  for  it. 
There  is  a  click  in  some  f^i  ra^r^i  of  the 
chest,  which  I  for  a  long  time  mistook  for 
it,  and  which  all  people  will  do  when  they 


arc  first  studying  it  Wlien,  liowever,  I 
mice  heard  the  rnU  sound,  the  difference 

was  so  ifreat  that  it  j>rovrTitcJ  uie  running 
tlie  chance  of  mistaking  it  again.  You 
wtU  hear  a  click,  but  it  is  not  fine  and  sil- 
▼eiy;  bvt  in  the  real  metallic  tinkling  the 
sound  is  very  much  like  that  which  is 
made  by  wetting  the  finger  and  rubbing  it 
upon  a  glass  vessel.  It  is  not  so  loud,  but 
it  is  a  fine,  clear,  expansive  sound 

This  sound  may  be  heard  most  frequent- 
ly l)y  putting  your  car  to  the  patients 
c-iiest,  and  then  raising  him,  or  causing 
him  to  be  raised,  suddenly  upright.  It  is 
8Up|M)scd  that  then  a  portion  of  pus  drops 
f^ora  the  upper  part  of  the  chest  down  be* 
low,  and  thus  produces  the  sound.  At  any 
rate,  the  way  I  have  stated  is  one  of  the 
best  modes  of  hearing  it.  You  may  hear 
it  by  this  means  when  you  eannot  hi  ar  it 
in  any  other  mode ;  but  in  one  particular 
case  of  air  eaisting  in  the  pleura,  you  wUl 
hear  it  when  the  patient  is  speaking, 
coughinfij,  or  even  breatliinijf ;  atnl  that 
case  is  where  tile  air  has  j^ot  into  the 
plenra  through  the  lungs.  The  air,  I  shall 
presently  nif  lit  ion,  sometimes,  it  appears, 
may  be  secreted  in  the  pleura,  sometimes 
it  is  the  resnlt  of  a  decomposition  of  purl- 
form  fluid,  but  sometimes  it  enters  the 
pleura  through  a  rupture  of  the  i»urface  of 
the  lung.  If  a  communication  be  esta- 
blished netween  the  lung  and  the  pleura, 
whether  hy  nlecration  of  a  tubercle,  by 
rupture,  by  gangrene  of  the  surface  of  the 
Inng,  or  by  a  wound,  then  you  will  have 
this  clear  silverv  sound  when  the  patient 
is  speaking— perhaps  when  he  is  coughing, 
or  peihaps  when  ne  Is  breathing.  An 
aperture  of  this  description  most  frequently 
takes  place  from  an  abscess  of  the  lung  — 
from  u  tubcrelc  bursting;  so  that  tliere  is 
both  air  and  pus  effused  into  the  cavity 
to^'ether;  and  in  this  case  there  is  always 
a  clear  metallic  tinkling.  I  believe  1 
mentioned  that  in  the  patient  whose  lungs 
1  shewed  you  a  Tctv  v.  i  cks  ago  there  was  a 
most  beautilul  metallic  sound.  On  strik- 
ing the  chest  when  I  first  saw  him,  I 
found  a  perfectly  dead  sound  all  over  the 
lower  part  of  the  chest ;  and  being  told 
that  it  was  a  case  of  consumption,  of 
course  I  did  not  know  the  ivason  of  it. 
Hnt  on  listining  above,  I  found  no  respi- 
ratory murmur,  and  the  nature  of  the  vase, 
in  my  estimation,  was  then  dear.  When 
1)0  spiike,  there  was  a  fine,  clear,  ringing 
sound  all  over  the  chest;  and  when  he 
coughed,  it  was  exactly  the  same.  After 
a  time,  it  entirdy  di5ai>penred ;  and  then 
T  presume  that  a  small  cavity  wliirh  had 
existed  in  the  lung,  forming  a  communi- 
cation between  the  lung  and  the  plenm, 
had  hea1>  (!.  In  about  a  fortnifi:lit  there 
was  no  ringing  sound  to  be  heard,  and  the 
patient,  after  going  into  the  country,  was 
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apparently  a  grint  dial  bettor.  Aftir  a 
time,  when  1  saw  him  again,  there  was 
still  nu  respiration  to  be  heard  over  nearly 
the  whole  of  tlw  chest,  and  there  was  a 
(K  n<)  Hound  on  percussion,  not  inertly  at 
tlie  inferior  but  at  the  superior  jmrt  uf 
tlie  thonuc*  There  was  no  more  metallic 
tiriklinif,  and  it  was  clear  that  what  had 
been  filled  with  air  was  now  filled  wiili 
fluid  only.  An  operation  was  performed, 
nd  a  quantity  let  out  day  after  day,  till  it 
amounted  to  many  quarts— gallons,  I  be- 
lieve. I  lorget  how  much  was  evacuated, 
hat  it  was  an  imnieitae  quantity:  iinfor. 
tunately,  however,  there  was  too  murli 
other  disease  for  the  operation  to  cure  him. 

Amphoric  Butnng.'^Whm  air  exiits  in 
the  pleura,  in  coiisetiuenc  c  of  su«  h  an  open- 
ing ns  i  iiave  now  described,  before  the 
sil  v  ery  sound  is  heard  yon  will  oocaiionaily 
hear  a  particular  sound  from  air  going  in 
and  out  of  the  opening';  nnA  it  is  so  much 
lilte  the  sound  wtiich  ^  im  make  when  blow- 
ing  air  into  a  bottle,  that  it  has  been  called 

mmfihoric  butshisf.  I  do  DOt  NOOUect  Vftt 
having  heard  it. 

Diagnosis  from  Ahtetu  tf  tht  Lnng.^l  jttSt 

now  mentioned  that  when  the  air  cells  are 
dilated,  and  a  cavity  exists  in  the  lunj^s 
filled  with  air,  tlie  symptoms  in  some  mea- 
sure resemble  those  arising  from  air  exist* 
ing  in  the  ])lcura,  brcanse  the  one  is  a 

f^reat  cavity,  and  so  is  the  other.  Now  if 
t  to  happen  that  a  great  cavitr  ezif  t  in 
tl)e  liiiii,',  filled  half  by  pus  ana  half  bv 
air,  the  circumstance  is  very  much  the 
same  as  when  the  occurrence  takes  place 
in  the  pleura.  Just  as  a  cavity  in  a  large 
•Hinted  air  cell  rcs^mibles  the  cavity  in  the 
])ieiira,  and  gives  riiie  to  nearly  the  same 
symptoms,  so  a  lai^e  abscess  in  the  lung, 
tilled  half  with  air  and  half  with  fluid,  re- 
■embl^  the  pleura  when  in  the  same  con- 
dition; and  yon  will  therefore  have  the 
same  phenomena — that  is  to  say,  metallic 
tinkling.  If  the  symptoms  take  place 
from  a  large  abscess  existing  in  the  lungs, 
containing  both  air  and  fluid,  on  raising 
the  patient  sud.Ienl?  a  drop  will  descend 
from  the  upper  to  the  lower  part,  and 
cause  a  nlvery  found.  But  if  the  case  be 
not  very  dear,  it  can  be  mr\<b^  out  from  tfiis 
circumstance — that  you  will  have,  wheu  a 
cavity  exists  in  the  lungs,  pectoriloquy, 
or  the  air  going  through  the  tube,  as  if  the 
ppfson's  mouth  were  at  the  other  end  of 
the  stethiwcopc ;  whereas,  in  cas^js  where 
the  pleura  is  affected,  as  there  is  no  great 
communication  between  that  and  the 
bronchial  tubes,  you  do  not  have  this  phe- 
nomenon; and  where  an  abaoeea  in  the 
liiii^,  coulaiuiii^i  partly  air  and  partly 
fluid,  is  Inline,  it  will  give  you  a  sense  of 
fluctuation  upoa  suddenly  shaking  the 
patient. 

CaMe  uf  Ptuutmato-tktnx^'^iiow  with  re- 


s] i.  rt  to  the  cause  of  i)ncumato  thorax,  it 
far  more  freouentiv  than  not  takes  place 
suddenly,  ana  I  believe  it  more  frequeutly 
happens  than  not  to  ])hthi^ical  patients,  in 
whom  unfortanately  a  tubercle  has  existed 
close  to  the  surface  of  the  lung,  and  nature 
has  not  formed  an  adhesion  of  th*  snifiMe 
of  the  lung  to  the  costal  pleura,  so  that  ul 
ceiution  has  gone  on  to  the  pulmonary 
pleura,  whidi  nas  become  thin,  till  at  laat 
it  has  idcerated  through.  This  has  fre- 
rjnently  happened  when  a  patient  labour- 
ing under  phthisis  has  made  a  violent  ef- 
fort, and  rupture  has  taken  place. 

Generti  >vm/>f<»m<, — The  general  symp- 
toms, theu,  arc  extreme  dyspncea;  and  a 
nerMm  who  does  not  use  his  earmight  per. 
nnpN  be  led  to  >uii;ui^r  that  it  was  merely 
an  attack  of  inflammation,  especially  if 
the  patient  had  been  running  out  of  doora 
in  the  evening.  One  might  then  suppose 
that  the  i)atient  hail  caught  a  violent  cold, 
and  he  might  be  bled  and  blistered  all  to 
no  purpose,  the  nature  of  the  case  simply 
brini;',  that  air  hail  Iiitii  tin;  pleura. 

The  importance  of  listening  tu  the  chest  in 
■Dch  n  case  is  sdf-erident ;  for  you  may 
make  out  the  nature  of  the  case  clearly 
enough  by  striking  the  chest ;  you  find  a 
perfectly  clear  sound,  and  yet  ou  listeninc^ 
to  the  vBB]rfiatian  yon  hear  no  naplinlory 
murmur. 

2'reaXnMnt.— 'Under  such  circumstances 
Ul  operation  should  be  performed;  the 

parts  should  \ye  punctured  and  the  air  let 
out.  Vou  will  find  an  interesting  caseof  this 
description  described  in  one  of  the  mediod 
journals  three  or  four  yean  haek» which  oc^. 
currcd  f'>T>r  .Inme**  Johnson.  It  occurred 
to  a  nu-dicai  pracuuuuerwhoran  to  a  case 
of  midwifery,  and  was  seized  with  diiB- 
cully  of  brciithin.:  and  the  symptoms  I 
have  j  ust  mentioned,  ^veral  practilionerv 
wef«  called  in,  one  of  whom  said  that  he 
had  had  a  similar  case  the  preceding  win- 
ter, and  that  the  patient  was  cured  u  iih 
hvoscyamus ;  but  nobody  had  the  least 
iaea  of  the  true  nature  of  the  affection  ex. 
cept  l>r  J  .Tolmson,  and  he  was  so  satis- 
fied respecting  it,  that  I  think  Mr.  Guth- 
rie, at  his  request,  made  an  opening  in  the 
chest,  and  out  came  a  rush  of  air,  and  the 
patient  felt  immediate  relief.  This  was  a 
great  object  effected — at  least  aU  those  who 
nave  been  in  pain  know  what  a  blcs.sing  it 
is  to  uTt  half  an  hour's  ease.  The  patient 
die<l  aftcrwanhi,  because  he  was  phihisicul ; 
but  had  there  been  no  other  disease  than 
this  a«'cidental  escape  of  air,  no  doubt  he 
would  have  done  well.  1  believe  I  men- 
tioned that  if  it  occur  on  the  left  side  of 
the  chest  it  will  push  the  heart  to  the  ri<;bt 
side,  just  the  same  as  a  collection  of  fluid. 
Of  course  the  oj)€ration  would  not  be  re- 
quired merely  because  yon  hear  air  in  the 
chflttj  it  need  only  he  parioimcd  where 
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there  is  such  difficully  nf  breftthinf^  as  to 
BUike  it  necessary  to  lio  ttometbiog  for  the 
i^ef  of  the  patient  So  in  «  oompoond 
case,  oneof  hydro-pncumato-thornx,  where 
there  is  both  air  and  water  in  the  chest,  no 
operation  would  be  required  unless  there 
ma  mtreme  dynpiUKm,  It  is  best  to  make 
the  op<»ninff  lar^e  enough  to  Ipt  out  the 
liqaia,  so  that,  after  the  air  has  escaped, 
tM  llud  ma?  be  evmcoftted. 

Thr  crrnrral  trrntinrrt  xvcmlrl  he  that  nf 
pbtliisis,  or  a  huK]p  abscess — supporting  the 
itrrngth,  ace.  Th«M  «i«  nn  mm  com* 
paratirely,  but  it  is  very  weiMirj  tt>  kaow 
them.  Vou  every  now  and  then  in  prac- 
tice will  meet  witli  such  a  case ;  aud  if  you 
know  the  natnw  of  it,  altiioogh  yoa  may 
not  be  able  to  run-  thr  ]>atient  yet  you 
may  do  him  great  good  j  you  may  lessen 
bit  mdferintrs,  and  MinMtiiiMt  yoa  may 
even  curv  liim  "^Vh(n  air  exists  in  tlie 
pleura  lucrcly  from  gangrene  of  the  lung 
At  that  s]>ot^  and  the  separation  of  the 
eschar,  a  dreumtCHDce  which  will  occur 
when  the  eran^rene  is  (jnite  |iarljal,  tlie 
operation  in  such  a  case  might  be  followed 
by  complete  sucocm.  If  air  were  disen- 
gaired  merely  from  a  qnanti^  of  foptid  pus 
nndemeath,'it  is  possible  then  that  the 
operation  might  be  the  mesnt  of  saving 
the  j>aticnt's  life,  hv  puttini?  an  end  to  the 
dyspnoea,  which  would  perhaps  have  killed 
him,  and  then  the  other  disease  may  be 
made  to  subside.  PhthiaiBlsiaielyennd, 
but  thcRC  other  affections  sometimes  are ; 
it  uiay  happen,  therefore,  except  the  patient 
hmn  piiuildt,  that  tiie  diiiiaw  may  m  per* 
maneotl^  eiuMl* 

TUBERCULAR  DISEASE  OF  THE 
PLEURA. 

There  arc  rertnin  other  diseases  of  tlie 
pleura  of  an  organic  nulurc,  upon  wliith  I 
will  not  detain  you  above  a  lew  minutes. 
Occasionally  the  same  disease  attacks  the 
pleura  which  forms  phthisis  when  it  exists 
indielnngs.  The  pleura  is  in  astate,  though 
not  Very  frequently,  of  tul>ercular  ]  >  it. 
Sometimes  in  phthisis  you  will  see  one 
pleura,  or  both,  beeet  with  tabeidei  of 
various  sizes,  genaally  smaU,  bat  some* 
times  of  a  large  size. 

Sumptoma. — The  deposition  of  tubercles 
in  the  plenia  may  be  attendad  witii  scarcely 
any  symptoms  whatever,  becaoae  phthisis 
may  exist  at  tlie  same  time,  and  the  symp- 
toms of  the  greater  disease  may  ewallow 
lip  those  of  the  small  <n\e.  But  sometimes, 
if  the  disease  exist  alone  and  is  of  any 
amount,  there  will  be  all  the  iigne  of  a 
pleuritic  effusion  into  the  chest — all  those 
symptftms  which  1  just  now  mentioned, 
luid  It  may  not  be  ciisy  tu  make  a  diag- 
Hons  in  a  cam  of  this  description.  One  is 
continually  surprised  on  making  a  p«»»t 
mortem  examiaalioni  to  had  tubcales  in 
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flic  pleura.  But  if  the  disease  heconsirlrr 
able  in  any  one  spot,  you  will  have  marks 
of  plenritia;  inflammation  will  take  place 
around  the  tubercle,  and  suppuration  will 
occur;  but  it  is  not  easy  to  distingnish  in- 
flammation from  such  a  source  afi  that, 
from  inflammation  of  a  simple  nataie. 

VVlien  snppnration  takes  jdacv,  pus  may 
be  discharged  into  the  pleura,  or  without 
suppuration  there  may  mt  an  efl'Qrfon  ftom 
c\<  Lvivr  KLiTi  ttnn  into  that  cavity,  and 
the  secretion  may  be  serous  or  purulent— 
in  Httf  you  may  nave  plenritis,  and  all  the 
consequences  of  pleuritis,  so  that  you  may 
have  air  ]»ns»i  in,  nn<l  all  those  other 
changes  will  lake  place  w  liieh  I  mentioned 
as  occurring  without  tii)>erdes,  aotd  the 
patient  will  become  lu  ( ti( . 

Treattneta. — ^Thc  treatment  of  the  case 
will  depend  entirely  upon  the  presence  of 
air,  the  presciirr  nf' fluid,  the  presence  of 
^^i^:ns  of  inflammation,  and  so  on.  It  is 
only  iiecessary  to  know,  that  all  the  changes 
which  I  have  now  mentioned  are  some- 
times connected  witTi  tnlMTrles  iji  the 
pleura  itself,  aud  timt  i»omeUmes  very  mi 
note  tnberelee  will  exist  there,  and'  give 
risr  tn  vrarct'ly  any  symptoms  at  all ;  tuWr- 
clt»  are  frequently  observed  there  when  they 
areseen  in  varioot  otiier  narttof  the  body. 

Perhaps  more  freijucntiy  than  not,  when 
plcuritis  is  chronic,  when  the  patient  has 
a  fixed  pain  in  the  pleura  of  an  inflamma 
tory  nature,  and  wastes  away,  it  is  a  scro- 
fVilous  affection,  and  is  tit  tended  by  this 
tubercular  deposition.  The  tubercles  most 
probably  are  situated  in  the  oellolar  texture, 
imraediatel  V  mider  the  serous  membrane. 

Omficatmi  of  tht  I'ieura. — I  have  seen  the 
plenia  ossified  to  a  great  extent ;  and  liere 
again  it  is  not  the  i)leura,  properly  speak- 
ino:,  that  is  ossified,  at  least  orij^inally,  but 
the  cellular  mcmbnuie  under  it.  The  cel- 
lular membrane  is  frequently  converted 
into  bone  in  vnri'Mis  parts  of  the  body,  or 
bony  deposit  takes  place  in  the  c«  llular 
membrane ;  perhaps  that  is  a  more  accu- 
rate nirnlr  i  f  ^]  (n';iTi^v  But  tlie  jdeum 
above  the  bone  w  ill  sometimes  disappear, 
waale  away,  so  that  you  have  the  bare 
bone  on  looking  into  the  cavity  of  the 
pleura.  1  recollect  once  meeting  with  this 
occurrence  to  a  great  extent  in  an  tdd  man 
who  died  of  ascites  and  liver  disease,  and* 
who  wnv  not  aware  that  he  had  dLsea'C  in 
the  pleura — at  least  lie  uever  attracted  our 
attention  to  it.   I  recollect  remarking  how 

well  he  could  lie  down  nntw ith«tnr(ding 
the  fluid  in  his  belly,  and  i  found  the 
pleura  covering  •evenl  ribe  in  a  state  of 
ossification. 

Schirrhinis  nnd  Melanoid  diifaie of  tht  Pteura» 
—  Other  aflcclions  may  occur  in  this  situ, 
ation ;  you  may  have  scfairroat  and  mcla- 
noid  disease,  but  thctc  ave eompamtively 
rare  aflcclions. 
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DISEASES  OF  THE  HEART. 


ACUTE  PERICARDITIS. 

Thf  lubject  to  which  I  now  pajw  will 
he  iiitiummatiou  and  organic  disicases  of 
the  other  serous  membrane  eontained  in 
the  chest— inflMDHUrtion  ot  the  peikw- 
diom. 

in  speskitiK  of  inftMBnmtioB  of  the  pe» 

ricardiuni,  1  will  consider  tlmt  membrane 
both  in  its  loose  poition,  and  that  which 
is  bound  closely  down  to  the  substance  of 
the  heart.  I  believe  some  writers  call  in- 
flammation of  that  portion  of  the  jM-rit  ar 
dium  which  closely  invests  the  heart  car. 
tUtit^  aa  wdl  aa  jnflammation  ef  thelieart$ 
hiif  it  is  nil  one  continuous  membrane, 
the  loose  i>ortioD  and  that  which  is  bound 
down,  and  boA  adhewe  together,  it  i«  mAie 
correct  to  speak  of  inflammation  of  lH>th 
portions  under  the  term  of  pericarditis, 
liian  to  call  one  iitilammation  of  the  peri- 
cavdiam,  and  tlie  other  carditis. 

Mnre  rnmmnn  than  traf  f'frmrrtu  t'lppr'r,-}  — 
Fonuerly  this  was  not  supposed  to  i>e  a 
eemmon  disease ;  hot  so  ftur  mm  that  opi- 
Tii<m  belna:  eorreet,  it  is  an  exeeedinijly 
common  affection.  No  man  in  practice 
can  |NUS  a  meoth  without  seeing  cases  of 
this  description. 

b'uppoted  difficult V  in  making  a  Droffnoiis.— 
This  disdfxse  has  been  thought  to  be  one 
not    vi  ry  easily  made  ovt,  and  Ulie 

nil  other  diseases,  1  stippo^e  ihnt  ^ome 
times  it  may  escape  the  attention  of  good 
]»rnctitieaet«,  and  that  they  may  be  ear- 
prised  after  death  to  fincl  i^  i  s  of  ***fir* 
Illation  within  the  pericardium. 

Svm/>/ofn<.— The  symptoms  of  the  disease 
arc  pain  in  the  region  of  the  heart,  and 
that  pain  is  frequently  increased  upon 
pre.^ure,  pn>videtl  you  walce  the  pressure 
between  the  rihs  Of«r  the  hMUt,  so  that  it 
ftntTinlly  inflnences  the  pericarflinm.  If 
you  make  an  exceedingly  great  pressnxe 
apoo  the  ribs  tberasdves,  so  as  to  press 
tht  m  down  as  mn<  h  as  jwr  vihle,  you  frc- 
c^ucatl^  increase  the  p&iu,  and  you  also 
an  inereaee  of  pain  if  you  push  up 
the  ends  of  the  fingers  under  the  cartilafsa 
of  the  rihs,  so  as  to  drive  the  diaphragm 
against  the  heart  wiUi  the  ends  of  the 
finiveiB.    From  that  proceeding  tou  will 
fr*  »i»if-nily   have  pain.    Then   the  p^?n 
which  is  feit — not  at  all  times,  not  that 
whleh  TOU  oecadott  merely  by  pvessue— 
generally  d.irts  uj)  to  the  left  "shoulder;  it 
aho  goes  through  to  the  back,  and  very 
frequently  it  extends  down  the  left  arm. 
From  til-  si  syujptoms,  and  the  increased 
action  ol"  the  heart,  togetbtr  with  the 
pyrexia  which  exists,  1  think  any  one 
would  be  justified  in  sating  there  wasperi> 
catditis,  aiid  if  be  ticat'it  acooidiaglj,  he 


will  generally  find  himself  tmling  th« 
patient  right. 
AianiHatetii  Sigm. — ^The  nse  of  the  ear 

in  this  disease,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  notice,  is  rather  negative  than  positive. 
1  have  uut  been  able  ver?  frequently  to 
hear  any  thing  unusnal  about  the  soands 
of  aetion  of  the  heart,  except  that  the 
heart  uets  too  violently.    In  these  cases 
there  is  palpitation ;  bnt  on  listening  yon 
will  litur  nothing  morr  than  that  the  heart 
throughout  is  beating  strongly,  and  pttt- 
haps  all  the  sounds  are  a  UttlelneMased. 
but  not  more  than  will  occur  if  you  make 
the  heart  beat  violently  fn>ri!  exercise,  or 
from   talking  any  sumuiunt.    JSiow  aud 
then  it  will  happen  that  the  acUoa  of  tha 
heart  takes  place  v»ith  n  blowing  so  tin  d, 
Irat  that  occora  by  uo  means  invariably  t 
much  more  ftvqnntly  than  otherwise  thmi 
is  no  such  thim:,  and  wh»'ti  it  does  take 
place,  it  gcneroiiT  continues,  and  the  case 
becomes  more  or  leas  chrooic.    It  is  not  a 
neoessafy  circumstance  that  it  should  laktt 
place,  and  it  does  not  deserve,  in  my  opi- 
nion, to  be  considered  one  of  the  symp- 
toms In  the  diseaaa  So  frequently  is  thia 
sound  absent — so  frequently  will  it  arise 
from  other  caoscs  than  pericarditis^tliat  I 
do  Mt  believe  that  if  die  case  be  one  of 
pure  pericarditis  this  sound  will  take 
place.    I  IwltcTc  it  only  occurs  when  soma 
other  afi'ection  is  present  at  the  same  time* 
Contmim  vkk  lM«niBfli<>"i  .--This  disease 
is  both  acntc  and  chronic,  like  most  other 
inflammations;  but  when  it  occunc  in  an 
aente  form,  it  Ihr  more  fteqnently  thaa 
not  aeeompanies,  or  has  been  preee»led  by 
rheumatism,  and  it  is  a  disease  which  oc- 
curs far  more  commonly  in  young  persons 
—in  youths  and  young  adults,  than  in  any 
otbers.     Yon  will  orea«-ionnnv  soe  it  in,  or 
alter  rheumatism  m  inlanis,  aetuaiiy  m 
infants ;  but  generally  speaking,  it  attacka 
children  pt^rbr^ps  fmm  about  li'  to  I^yeafa 
of  age,  and  young  adults,  Oiid  persons  ap 
to  80.    I  do  not  myself  recollect  an  in> 
stanee  of  it  occurrintf  from  the  siipjiression 
of  rheumatism.    In  every  case  that  1  can 
recollect  at  this  moment,  it  has  ocenrred 
either  daring  on  attack  of  acute  rheuma- 
tism, or  some  tiirit'  aTtrr"  nrf!^,  ai.d  not 
when  the  rin  umaiism  has  sudiit  iil>  di&ap- 
pMUvd,  but  when  it  has  gone  slowly  away, 
or  whtn  there  has  been  ■"•me  little  deitfrec 
of  it  still  lingering  in  the  body,    i  hare 
seen  ifaeamatlsB  cease  suddenly,  and  eteiy 
body  must,  witliout  seeini;  this  dis*  ris.  as 
the  consequence  of  it.    It  occurs  far  more 
frequently  as  a.jiart  of  rheumatism  than 
uot,  hat  it  does  not  arise  from  the  sudden 
cessation  of  that  complaint  in  the  joints. 
Sometimes,  (and  this  is  a  curious  circum- 
stance) after  the  ihenmattsm  has  ceased 
for  three  or  fosr  noolhs,  when  the  patient 
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has  got  rid  of  his  rheumatism  entirely,  a 

pain  has  come  on  in  the  side — signs  of  [)eri- 
carditis,  g^reatt-r  or  smaller,  hare  taken 
place.  The  French  saj  tint  tbey  consider 
th't<  the  remilt  (»f  suppressed  rheuma- 
tism in  the  joints,  but  I  Lave  never  seen  it 
I  bava  been  in  tne  habit  of  applying  oold 
water  to  joints  nflVcted  with  rneuraatism 
IT  hen  hotter  than  they  should  be»  but  I 
bwre  nerer  seen  this  result.  It  will  some, 
times  occur  from  cold  and  wet,  like  any 
nthf r  iiiflnmrnation,  hnt  i^enrmlly  that 
which  will  produce  it  produces  at  the  some 
tise  rbeeiBUitlm  nt  the  joints. 

First  (iurovertd  bv  the  English. — I  bclirvc 

it  ia  entirely  an  English  discovery  j  that 
tliie  dbeaae,  or  raUier  disease  of  the  hew^ 

I  should  say,  is  50  connected  with  rheuma- 
tism. Tin*  observation  was  made  cursorily 
at  first.  It  was  rat'rcly  supposed  that  dis- 
ease of  the  heart  was  connected  witb 
rhf^n'iiatism.  For  that  observation  we  are 
indebted  to  Dr.  Pitcaim,  of  St  Barlliolo- 
ttum*B  boepital,  but  he  wasadiffident  man, 
ari^  rniiM  nut  be  persnadcd  to  jmlilish  it. 
Meither  Dr.  Baillie,  nor  anyoueel!>c,cuuld 
ptevail  upon  him  to  make  it  known  throoch 
the  press ;  but  he  was  the  first  person  who 
[jointed  out  the  fnot  that  disease  of  the 
heart  wascnntiuuaiiy  connected  with  rheu- 
matism. Sir  David  Dundas,  a  surgeon  at 
Richmond,  suhseqnpntly  ])  ibiishetl  a  paper 
on  the  subject  in  the  first  volume  of  the 
Medieo-Chimrgieal  Transaetions,  bat  this 
was  nmny  years  after  Dr.  I?uillie  stTitt-d 
the  fact  in  bis  Morbid  Anatomy,  and  as- 
cribed the  dueovery  of  it  to  Dr.  Rtcaira. 
8ar  David  Dundas,  however,  never  makes 
»n  Hlbi'!!'>n  t»>  tilt?;,  but  brings  it  all  forward 
with  axi  air  '  I  norclty,  and  publishes  it  as 
Ml  original  (li^-Mvery. 

However,  I  think'it  is  pretty  certain  that 
disease  of  the  heart  is  iii»t  conneeted  with 
ffbenmatlsm,  excepting  so  Ihr  as  the  effect 
of  pericarditis  is  connected  with  rheuma- 
tism. We  every  day  see  tlie  latter  occur- 
rence ;  and  whenever  yon  see  a  case  of  dis* 
ease  of  the  hewrt  in  a  ^oung  person,  which 
has  bof-n  cf»nn«ctcd  with  rhetimatism,  and 
the  patiu-ut  did,  you  will  tiud  marks  uf 
preceding  infiammation  within  the  peri- 
cardium ;  and  if  you  inquire  into  the  his- 
tory  of  the  case,  jou  will  find  that  there 
were  symptoms  ortoinaUj  of  pericarditis. 
I  am  quite  clear  that  the  rheumativin  is 
connected  with  the  inflammation  of  the 
pcricardinm.  I  will  not  say  it  produces 
It,  because  all  the  symptoms  result  perhaps 
from  the  same  state  of  the  system  ;  b-tt  the 
first  thing  connected  witb  tSe  rheumausm 
Is  pericarditb^  and  ttoi  when  tliat  has 
existed  any  time,  the  on^nic  chanties  of 
the  heart  take  place.  You  may  easily,  I 
tbhik,  satisfy  youmlf  of  thisliv  reading 
«ll  the  cavs  tliat  have  been  pnfcli^hed  of 
discasoe  of  the  lieart  as  oonsequeot  upon 


rheumatism.    You  will  find  itrony  praoft 

of  inflammation  of  the  pericardium;  and 
if  the  original  history  of  the  ease  be  de- 
tailed, you  will  see  etrontr  eymptoms  of 
pericarrfitis.  If  vm  attend  to  this  matter, 
you  will  find,  when  you  inspect  the  body 
of  a  person  who  has  died  of  the  disease, 
marks  ()f  pericarditis  J  or  if  you  make  in- 
quiry of  a  patient  you  will  find  the  symp- 
toms are  those  indicatire  of  the  complaint, 
tnd  every  day,  when  yon  see  cases  at  the 
unset  of  affection  of  the  heart  oonnet  ted 
with  rheumatism,  you  will  see  tliat  lullam- 
mation  has  taken  place  fiist,  and  tihat  or- 
ganic disease  is  con«;rqiicT3t  upon  that. 
This  is  a  very  happy. circumstance,  because 
inllaniniation  or  the  pericardfnm  ni^  bo 
controlled  as  easily  as  inflammation  of  any 
other  part;  whereas  organic  disea.se  of  the 
heart,  for  the  most  part  is  an  afiection 
which  we  can  only  palliate.  But  it  is  not 
disease  of  the  heart  which  is  connected 
primarily  with  rheumatism,  but  pericardi- 
tis. This  is  nothinf^  more  than  you  woold 
suppnsr,  br(  aiT^e  young  persons,  who  aro 
chiefly  the  subjects  of  tliis  disease  of  the 
heart,  are  not  enhfeet  to  organic  diseases, 
excepting  scrofula.  They  are  subject 
enontjb  to  inflammation,  and  wc  know 
that  inhauiuiation  of  any  part  whatever 
will  leave  organ ie  disease.  The  great 
sourceof  organic  disease  is  inflammation, 
and  it  is  nuite  capable  of  producing  every 
organic  aaection  whateyer—^at  is  to  say* 
of  producing:  all  r  tnmnn  nr  'structural 
diseases,  and  apredii»poiiiiiou  to  any  peott«> 
liar  disease.  Tlie  demlity  prodncea  by  in* 
flammation  of  another  part  easily  m'akoi 
the  patient  the  prey  of  a  specific  affection. 
But  it  is  in  young  i^ubjccts  that  this  aflt-c-> 
tion  occurs— in  young  subjects  who  are  par- 
tiniliirl\  lialile  to  inflammati<m  of  every  de. 
scriptiou,  and  not  to  oiganic  diseases  of 
miy  kind,  eaeepting  sorofola. 

Morbid  /Ipfwaran  es. —  After  deatli  from 
this  disease,  the  anatomical  appearances 
are  just  the  same  as  after  inflammation  of 
any  other  serous  membrane.  There  is 
sometimes  redness  in  stars,  and  sometimes 
patches  of  redness.  The  redness  seldom 
extends  very  deep,  even  in  the  most  vio* 
lent  ca«5cs  The  membrane  dws  not  be. 
come  thickened,  but  of  course  a  quantity 
lit  fibrin  is  seen  lying  upon  it,  and  a  qoan- 
tity  of  serum  is  coDecled  within  the  ca- 
vity. The  fibrin  is  generally  in  very  fine 
layers,  forms  Unrers  npon  thepericaraium,. 
and  sometimes  it  lies  in  a  mass  like  jelly. 
If  is  uvu«llv  irrcj»'nlfir  np»n  its  surface, 
having  minute  pore^,  and  .sometimes  tltese 
pores,  these  little  singularities,  are  veij 
cfmsiderable ;  '^n  thnt  Lacnnec  compares, 
them  to  the  appearance  of  two  slabs 
whicii  Imto  had  mitter  spread  opon  them, 

and  then  brrn  fnrrihly  scjtarated.  A  num- 
ber of  knobs  then  appear,  with,  of  course, 
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littli  (xrnTations  between  tlicm.  Thci-o  is 
fitteu  a  great  deal  of  this  exudation  when 
the  rednesa  i»  Tenr  eonsidenUA. 

If  thi'-c  Pxuoations  are  con«i<^rmV>le, 
tbejr  will  sometimes  glue  the  two  portions 
of  die  perieudiiim  together,  so  tut  they 
cohere  to  the  heart,  and  a  carity  no  longer 
exist?!,  nnd  hydrops  pericardii  cannot  take 
place.  8uch  caseK  have  been  taken  as  in- 
stances  cf  the  entire  ebeenee  of  the  peri- 
cnidiuTi).  'I'ht^n-  nnv  prrhnu*^,  hnlf  a 
dosen  eases  on  record  where  no  pencar- 
diom  existed;  but  there  Is  no  qaestion 
now  that  the  casrs  so  described  arc  altfi- 
gether  doubtful :  they  were  nothing  more 
than  Instiuioee  of  t^  cohesion  of  the  two 
poilions  of  the  pericardium  —  the  lo<Me, 
nnd  that  which  immediately  invests  the 
heart  j  so  that  a  niiiitake  has  been  com- 
mitted. Ton  find,  in  one  of  these  In. 
stances,  thnt  thfre  had  l)ccn  a  complete 
cohesion^  but  occasionallT  the  adhesion  is 
partf  a!  —exists  here  and  there.  Of  omtso 
there  is  a  verj'  great  variety  as  to  the 
strength  of  these  adhesions;  sometimes 
thev  are  very  slight,  like  those  in  the  pieura, 
and  sometimes  they  are  veiy  tongliv fleiiiy, 
ind<»ed  almost  carttlainnous.  Tn  regard 
to  the  (jnantity  of  fluid  which  i<(  produced 
IVnm  die  itiflanunation,  it  is  seldom  very 
Consideralilo  :  now  atid  tlim  it  is,  hut  tlmt 
is  a  nre  occurrence.  For  the  most  part, 
the  fluid  presents  tlie  sane  appearenoe  as 
in  other  inflamed  serous  membranes. 
Pomrtimcs  it  is  turhid,  of  a  yellow  colour, 
contaiuiiis(  a  few  flakes  of  lymph;  but 
now  and  then,  as  fn  the  ease  of  tbe  iMim, 
it  has  the  appearance  f>r  p'T*:.  and  even 
absolute  pus  has  been  fouud  lu  a  large 
onantity,  and  that  within  the  periear- 
dimn.  Vr.  I^aillie  *avs  that  he  r->ruo  saw 
a  <4uart  of  pus  in  the  pericardium,  aud  no 
ulceration  existed :  it  was  pus  secreted  hf 
a  serous  membrane,  exactly  as  you  fire- 
qncntly  see  it  secreted  by  a  muoous  mem- 
Drane, 

7)«tffm«ni.~- As  to  the  treatment  of  the 
disease,  when  it  is  acute  there  ii  it  thing 
peculiar  iu  it,  and  I  will  not  take  up  your 
time  for  a  moment  in  spealiing  of  it.  Tbe 
treatment  is  tlie  same  as  that  foraetire  in- 
flamniation  in  any  other  part  of  the  body, 
only  it  is  to  he  remembered  that  this  in- 
flammation is  seldom  violently  active— it 
is  gefierally  mo*1erate  inflammation,  and 
dispo.sed  to  become  chronic  When  Jicutc 
inflammation  is  not  very  inten^< .  the  best 
way  of  attcmptintr  to  remedy  it  is  by  local 
bleeding;  and  a  very  moderate  inflaauua^ 
tion  of  tbe  perieardinm,  jnst  Hkea  mode- 
rate inflaminnfion  of  the  pknrti  or  the  pe- 
ritoneum, is  best  treated  in  that  way.  I 
thinic,  in  my  own  practice,  I  have  n<meed 
that  ]>ericarditis  yields  more  readily  to 
fr«i»  liH  jd  than  cpfM  rnl  hleedinsj;  and  I 
bflieve  liii»  is  u^ing  lu  the  general  princi* 


pie  that  inflammation,  wh^n.  nithough  it 
is  acute,  neverthetheless  is  not  very  in- 
tense, is  best  remedied  by  loeal  means. 

Now  inflammation  of  thr  jn  rirar  ^iiim, 
when  acute,  is  seldom  of  a  very  active 
character— not  so  active  as  plenriUs  orpo> 
ritonitis;  and  it  is  disposed  to  fall  intotba 
chronic  form.  T  believe  the  ffteater  num- 
ber of  persons  wiio  have  pericarditis  do 
not  die  of  it  immediately,  but  atarenMie 
pf  nf>d  ;  and  then  death  ari'^<.■s  from  acute 
inllaiamation  degenemting  into  the  dtro* 
nie  form.  This  is  the  prineipal  dnger 
nrisiria^  from  pericarditis.  Mereun  shmil*! 
be  given,  rest  should  be  enjoined,  and  the 
patient  should  be  restricted  to  low  diet. 
These  are  the  only  observations  that  I 
think  it  nece««sary  to  make  respecting  this 
affection  :  nothing  more  can  be  said  than 
wliat  I  have  advanced  over  and  over  agaiUt 
resjH-rtin^  the  treatment  of  inflamwatiea 
in  general. 
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FONCnONS  OF  THE  ABDOMEN, 

AWD  SOUS  OPTHS 
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Having,  tlien,  cursorily  called  to  mind  & 
fow  of  the  various  functions  dependant 
n]inn  the  viscera  of  the  ahflnmr-n,  let  us 
consider  the  causes  which  chielly  derengs 
these  fonctions. 

Tlic  morbid  conditions  of  the  viscera 
may  be,  in  a  great  desrce,  referred  to  the 
following  general  heads:— >ExesaBive  ae> 
tiou,  natural  in  its  kind,  very  generally 
depcTidifti^  on  irritation,  cither  dirt't-t  or 
symuuiheticj— defective  action,  natural  m 
its  kind,  onen  accompanied  witb,  and 
sometimes  nriirinntinc:  in,  n  state  f»f  con- 
gestion;—perverttti  action;— simple  in* 
flammation;— malignant  action;—  scro- 
fula;— ^ossifii-ation.  And  the  numerous 
morbid  appearances  may  be  chiefly  re- 
ferred, iu  the  same  way,  to  temponmr  in- 
creased vascolarity  fh>m  irritation,  albsr 
lorn!  or  sympathetic,  or  from  conar»*«tion 
or  overloaded  vessels; — inervase  of  natural 
stroetnre;— deenase  of  nalnral  sCraelnres 
—  aUcration  of  structure,  depending  on 
perverted  action,  on  scrofula,  on  oommon 
mid  on  malignant  InflamaMition. 

First,  then.  T  say  that  excess  of  action, 
natural  in  its  kind,  very  generally  depend- 
ing on  iuflauiiuaUou  cither  direct  or  sym- 
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patlwtie,  is  Ui  be  eaitfidered  an  imporUuit 

aciurce  of  disease. 

Here  I  am  weU  aware  that  I  am  em- 
pli)ying  two  words  of  wliich  it  mifrht  be 
difhcult  for  me  to  furnish  concise  dcfini- 
tionn,  but  I  must  beg  lc»ve  to  use  tbem 
acconUng  to  the  conTentional  language  of 
ovr  pioftasioB;  bgr  irritatioii,  intending  to 
express  an  undue  excitement  chiefly  ex- 
ercised upon  the  extreme  distribution  of 
the  nerres  and  capillaries;  and  by  the 
tcmi  sympathetic,  referring  to  Thn<;c  nc 
tic»ns  of  an  organ,  or  part,  which  depend 
ujMm  actions  going  on  primarily  in  some 
other  organ  or  part,  and  in  general  to  be 
traced  to  some  obvious  orMieved  eommu- 
nic&tiuD  through  the  medium  of  the  nervcH. 
And  it  amy  be  weU  to  pftmw  a  moment,  th  at 
we  may  rcali/«'  to  ourselves  the  natiirr  r>f 
those  oigam  n.'specting  which  we  speak — 
that  we  may  fed  eonvinccd  as  to  their  ca- 
pability of  being  affected  ^\  siu  h  rirtinr:  — 
that  we  may  inwardly  admit  the  probabi- 
lity of  their  being  under  die  inflnenee  of 
such  remote  lureneies.  View  here  a  por- 
tion of  injected  infr^itim^  — v  iew  here  the 
vessels  of  a  secreting  gland.  Mark  hero 
the  tnbet  which  convey  that  fluid  whose 
ci'ur^r  was  pointed  out  to  ns  by  Harvey, 
whom  wa  delight  to  call  our  own.  bee 
bow  nature  has  ordained  that  the  streams 
of  life,  the  stimulus  of  Itealthful  action, 
the  means  of  nutriment,  the  source  of 
seeretiun,  shall  be  borne  in  its  silent  and' 
anobtrusive  way  through  ereiy-  partlide  of 
our  frame.  Orant,  now.  for  one  moment, 
that  its  healthful  balmy  nuiure  be  changed 
into  a  direful  poison;  or  grant  that  the  par- 
tides  on  which  it  acts  be  encli  trimrrl  hut 
«me  atom  from  its  accustomed  bearings; 
and  then  vcatare  to  fnedict  what  will  be 
tlie  result  of  myriads  of  aijencii  s,  now  no 
longer  healthful,  when  multiplied  by  the 
qnicii  beat  of  the  fevered  heart.  Shall  we 
not  now  willinglv  oonftaa  the  probability 
that  slitrht  morbia  actions,  such  as  the  mild 
term  of  irritation  would  almost  seem  to 
esafnferate,  may  produce  great  effects  upon 
ortrtiTi«!  ihuf  constituted? 

Look,  again,  at  the  nervous  system :  see 
hew  the  fibres  oommnnioate  and  intorlaoe ; 
ob^^rve  how  all  have  direct  relation  to  the 
brain — the  great  organ  on  which  the  mo- 
dification of  our  thoughts  and  feelings, 
fa  enmie  mysterious  manner,  seems  to  de- 
pend; and  acknowledf^c,  in  these  fine 
threads,  a  clue  which,  if  carefullv  followed, 
will  lead  na,  in  part  at  least,  through  Ae 
labyrinth  nf  those  assoeiate'l  nrtions  to 
wliich  we  properly  apply  the  term  of  sym- 
pathetie. 

It  is  by  no  means  diflieult  to  find  ex- 
amples of  simple  excess  of  action  goini^  on 
in  the  abdomen ;  as,  for  instance,  the  in- 
criased  action  <>r  the  intestines  ftrnn  vari« 
•M  vtkiea  of  food,  or  from  remedies  ~ 


or  the  increased  action  of  the  kidneys, 

from  mild  diuretics.  These  1  advance  as 
instances  of  simple  increased  action  by 
eanses  directly  inflneneing  the  oin^  $  and 
while  I  say  this,  I  am  desirous  «tf  modi, 
fying  the  expression  ;  for  as,  in  all  proba- 
bility, every  remedy  we  use  has  some  pe- 
culiar mode  of  action,  we  cannot  strictly 
assert  that  what  it  produces  is  but  the  na- 
tural  action ;  it  may,  however,  be  so  nearly 
that  which  Is  aatmral  that  the  secretion 
resulting  mnv  he  in  ever\'  imi>nrtant  n^- 
spect  the  same  a^  in  health;  and  tlie  sup- 
posed diversi^  of  action,  therefore,  may 
fairiy  be  left  out  of  the  account. 

As  instances  of  action  increased  by  sym 
pathy,  may  be  cited  the  disturbance  of 
the  bowels,  depending  on  mental  emotion, 
and  the  profuse  secretion  of  the  kidney  in 
hysteria.  We  have  defective,  though  na- 
tntal  action,  in  cases  of  babitnal  consU. 
jintion  nnd  in  the  sluggish  action  of  the 
liver,  often  so  efi'ectttally  and  speedily  re- 
lieved by  simply  exciting  the  tystem  and 
relieving  the  circulation  by  exerciM^  by 
pniging,  or  by  h»cal  depleti<»n. 

We  recognise  perverted  aciuni,  without 
any  stgaa  of  inflamomtiun,  in  many  cases 
where  the  secretion  of  the  stonuich  be- 
comes acid  or  morbidly  changed — in  the 
reversed  maseolar  action  of  the  stomach 
producing  vr<iii it! ni^,  or  uf  the  duodtDttm 
throwii^  bile  into  the  stomach— in  the 
idtered  seeretioii  «f  tibe  kidneys  under  the 
various  caloolowadiathciwe  and  atUl  more 
in  diabetes. 

It  is  not  always  usLsy  to  draw  the  line 
between  the  simple  excess  or  defect  of  na- 
tural action  and  thv  state  of  inflamma- 
tion i  for  it  (Hmnot  be  doubled  that  veiy 
often  ail  incrtase  or  a  diminntion  in  the 
Amction  of  anv  Dricun  is  a  prominent 
symptom  of  inflammatory  action:  still, 
liowever,  there  is  an  essential  difference 
between  theee  itntea.  In  inflammation 
there  is  always  sometliinir  '^'i]>eradded  to 
the  natural  action,  beyond  a  mere  devia- 
tion in  ite  degree  or  intend^:  an  im- 
pul.se,  or  a  mode  of  action  cs.sentially 
new,  is  introdut^d,  frequently  attended 
with  eonetitntimml  «ceitemettt,  betraying 
it.sclf  by  the  character  of  lln  j  ulso,  nna 
tending  not  only  to  increase  or  to  diminish 
the  customary  action  and  seeretioo  of  tim 
vessels  of  the  part,  but  to  alter  their  ac« 
ti«»n,  and  ultimately  to  produce  fixed  re- 
sults which  approach  each  other,  whatever 
the  oixan  aff'eeUrd  may  be,  although  these 
results  sufler  modificatitnis  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  action  properly  belonging  to 
the  part  afleoted. 

Thus,  as  I  have  just  observed,  the  ac- 
tivity of  the  kidney,  as  regards  its  func- 
tion j  m.iy  be  increased  or  diminished  m 
as  to  produce  the  most  remarkable  devia- 
tions ia  the  qnaatity  of  iirine  secreted ; 
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or  iU  actum  may  be  so  perverted  that  new 
oomlmiatlons  nay  be  prodveed,  and  infre- 

dients  altogether  fureini  to  the  natural 
fluid  may  be  pt  ncmtctl :  yet  there  may  be 
no  one  ]ilea  i'toui  pyn-xiul  cflVirt  in  the 
constitution,  from  the  state  of  the  pulse, 
from  Inral  sensation,  nr  fiMn  any  other 
admitted  symptom,  U)  pronounce  the  cx- 
iatenoe  of  inflammatioiL  The  tamb  maj 
be  said  nf  the  liver — the  fame  of  the  in- 
testines ^  and  when  submitted  to  tlie 
moat  camnl  ezaminatioii  after  death,  not 
even  increa-wd  vascularity  may  be  traced, 
and  no  cridcncc  may  be  diseoverable 
of  thiWL'  re!»ultj»  which  geuuiue  inllummti 
tion  alwaje  lends  to  pcodnec;  no  accu- 
mulated  sprTMii — nothing  like  adhesive 

ftroc-cHii  —  uutliiug  like  the  deposit  of 
ymph— >no  tendoiejr  to  tiie  aecmtiott  of 
jtus,  nt.r  any  .sitc'is  of  siippumtivc  or  gar 
grcnous  disorganization.  We  cannot, 
therefore,  with  any  propriety,  consider 
these  action.H,  howefcr  exG<»siVc  or  how- 
ever »  li!>nir"4  they  may  he,  as  infl;\!nma- 
ViTy,  uuiess  we  wi^ih  to  confound  ail  ac- 
tion under  one  common  tenn. 

Whrn  .simple  iiifluminatory  action  ex- 
ists, for  a  certain  period  proportioned  to 
the  tereritr  of  the  aetion  and  the  natore 
of  tlic  j)art,  nnthins;  beyond  functional 
change  is  induced,  and  the  ?esscls  are  ca- 
pable of  resimiing  their  natural  state.  In 
Iho  proarasa  ot  this  morbid  action,  how- 
efWf,  either  semm  or  fibrin  i«,  thrown  out; 
bat  even  when  ihia  i&  the  cai»e,  if  ti>e  in- 
flammation  be  speedily  subdued  these  sab. 
stance.*!  are  ea]iablc  of  lM?ing  absorbed,  so 
that  the  parts  may  return  Tenr  nearly  to 
their  natoTal  ttate.  Sbonld  uw  inflam- 
matory ai  tion  be  still  more  severe,  or  still 
more  protracteil,  ortranic  changes  of  a 
most  marked  kind  take  place,  to  an  ex- 
tent defying  the  action  of  the  abeorbeatSf 
and  it  is  fortunate  wlirn  iho  yvm-frs  of 
organization  can  reach  tiicse  ciiujicd  sub- 
elanoee,  eo  that  they  may  beeome  tncoipo. 
rated,  as  it  were,  with  tlie  hmltliy  parts ; 
for  tlien,  though  they  mav  in  some  degree 
impede  the  functions  of  the  organ,  they 
arc  less  likely  to  set  up  fatal  irritation,  or 
produce  suppuration  in  important  struc- 
tures.— The  organized  results  of  inflam- 
mation shew  ^emselves  in  adhesirm.s,  in 
thO  opacity  of  mi*nihn\Tip';,  nru!  in  the 
thidwnii^  of  organs  b^'  iutcrstiUai  deposit; 
and  wry  beantilVil  it  is.  In  some  eases 
where  inflammat  ry  action  has  produced 
effusion,  to  olner^e  the  progress  of  vascu- 
lar oifianisation,  tiie  fine  filamentous 
union,  first  without  marks  of  vessels,  then 

f^radii'tlly  injected  by  ve^^ls  whieh  «eem 
ike  Llic  returning  bonding  uf  the  capilla- 
ries, puslied  forwards  into  the  newly- 
rrcfi'rtl  nidus,  and  distended  by  the  ad- 
dttionoi  luitiulse,  till  they  carry  red  in- 
stead of  oolonrlcw  partidet;  and  thow 


bow-like  vessels  advancing  tUl  the  mem- 
bnmons  snbstaace  beoomes  eomplet^  or. 

ganized. —  But  when  the  powers  of  ab- 
sorption or  of  organization  cannot  in- 
nucnee  the  substances  which  are  thrown 
out,  we  6nd  permanent  efliision  jwodneed, 
t  ifhf  r  nf  <;nH<l  or  of  fluid  matters,  which 
produces  irritation,  renewed  inflammation, 
and  suppuration ;  or,  as  the  efltects  of  the 
primary  inflammation,  we  may  have  the 
suppurative  process,  ulcerative  absorption 
or  gangrene,  prodneed :  and  again,  as  (he 
result  of  inflammation,  we  occasionally 
find  the  balance  of  the  nutritive  mid  nh 
sorbent  vessels  destroyed,  and  natural 
stnieture  absorbed. 

There  is  a  species  of  morbid  action 
which  is  so  unive»al  in  its  influence,  and 
so  litde  eonined  to  any  one  set  of  cwgans, 
nr,  as  far  as  wi-  yet  knrm-,  tn  any  particu- 
lar tissue  or  structure,  that  it  is  necessary 
to  adrort  to  ft  o  a  separate  morbific 
laflaence;  and  that  is  what  we  style 
MALiov  action.  Tlirre  ap]>ear  tobe  sc. 
veral  moditicatiuns  oi  ilm,  influence,  mark- 
ed by  varieties  in  the  changes  they  induce, 
and  which  arc  snlliciently  distinct  in  their 
most  characteristic  forms,  but  oocasionallj 
mn  into  each  other  so  as  to  be  eowpletely 
mixed  and  confonnded.  The  three  most 
distinct  varieties  are  tiie  scirrhous,  the 
fungnns,  and  the  melanotic  actions.  These 
malignant  disea^«  arc  truly  constitutional, 
but  on  what  state  of  the  bf>dv  \hoy  de- 
pend, either  chemically  or  patbolog^ically, 
we  are,  as  yet,  quite  unable  to  point  oat. 
!t  i-.,  however.  7inT  to  hv  disputed,  that 
as  in  Koat  individuals  gout  (»r  erysipelas 
wiU  sneeeed  to  even  slight  injury,  so  there 
are  others,  in  whom  common  inflammation 
having  been  excited,  the  result  will  be 
malignant  action ,  and,  in  some  indivi. 
duals,  the  constitution  soaps  so  completely 
prepared  for  the  deveh>pmcnt  of  thi.s  ac- 
tion, that  we  find  the  marks  of  its  agency 
spread  most  anirewially  over  the  hody. 
Not  only  d«»  we  di'^cnvir  it  in  external 
parts,  but  almost  all  the  internal  viscera 
in  their  turn  become  affected  with  it; 
sometimes  communioitin^  fVom  part  to 
part  bv  the  obvious  course  of  absfirjition, 
fiomctiine<«  passing  from  organ  to  organ  b^ 
contiguity,  and  sometimes  arising  in  van. 
ons  irritated  p.irts,  appnrpTiTlv  depending 
on  a  general  tendency  to  the  di.^ease.  We 
arenatnmlly  led  to  suppose  that  morbid 
changes  so  marked  should  constantly  ori. 
ginate  in  some  particular  tissue ;  and  if  this 
be  the  case,  I  should  be  inclined  to  assign 
the  loeility  of  its  invasion  to  the  cellular 
membmne  connecting  the  firm  parts  of 
other  structures.  The  investigations  of 
Dr.  Hodgkin,  opon  the  subject  of  the 
anatomical  structuteof  mali-.^iirnif  jjrowths, 
serve  to  shew  that,  in  many  ctksen  at  least, 
a  fffolar  oellal&r  ammgeiiMnt  is  amamad 
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by  them,  which  lie  com^mres  to  rniiibiiuii- 
timnn  of  reflected  membranes,  and 
cribc*  to  «  pecaliar  power  of  growtli  taw- 
ing from  the  diseased  artion.  It  has 
seemed  to  me  probnblo,  \\  b«  n  con<^iderjnf:f 
the  atructnres  which  he  hai»  m  beautifully 
demonfttrated,  that  the  disease  is  first  set 
up  in  the  natural  meshes  rtf  thr*  o  Uular 
membrane,  which  is  umver»aUy  lUstri- 
buted;  that  tlie  ordlnarf  scnms  seoratioii 
of  thoH'  minute  cavities  becomes-  rliaii^^r.l 
to  that  more  viscid  chaza«tcr  wiiich  ap- 
proaches closely  to  the  apptarance  of 
mucus,  or  the  more  firm  op^ue  substance 
*»f  the  cerebriform  cancer,  or  tbe  sjinj^iti- 
neoux  secretion  oi  Iuu^uuh  hsematodeti, 
or  the  ink-like  deiwsit  of  m«]aBO«iBt->tfaat 
this  state  of  diseased  action  communicat- 
ing i'roiu  ccii  to  o«ll,  the  natural  ceHs  be> 
come  eDlaryied  and  their  paiieleediiikeiied, 
gradually  involving  in  tlie  disease  what- 
met  structure  thev  encounter.  Thus,  in 
parti  where  the  cellular  membrane  is  loom 
and  difTutied,  as  tai  the  ovaries,  in  which 
there  is  likewise  a  natural  tendency  to 
form  cysts,  from  the  peculiar  fuuctiuas 
of  tbe  part,  tbesf  oysts  beeome  greatly 
d&fteuded;  where,  oi\  the  contrary,  the 
mriwinding  part«  are  less  yieldiBg,  thcT 
MO  Gompiened,  and  where  they  meet  with 
other  orgUMN,  tln-se  become  involved,  the 
disease  inlimately  y>ervading  their  struc- 
ture, poAsibly  still  introduced  ihruugh 
the  nwdium  of  the  cellular  membrane, 
vhose  imt«ml,  nhnost  aerial  secretion,  be- 
cumcit  cbaiiKcd  by  cuntiguity  into  the 
eane  morbid  secretion,  whether  it  be  mn. 
COU5,  cerebriform,  sanquinolent,  or  mela- 
notic: ctrtain  it  is,  that  occasionally,  in 
examining  tumonof  a  mneh  milder  dia* 
racter—even  common  steatomatoos  tn- 
morv — the  same  strnctnre,  or  one  verv 
mucJi  rcsembliufir  'I.  may  bu  tracetl  ui  lIrih 
aa  in  tumors  of  mulisrnaat  gniwtb,  but 
the  lobules  of  which  it  is  c<»mpo>ed  ^ive 
an  iinpreiision  that  the  cellular  adipose 
II  ti  ii  trane  has,  by  a  more  partial  and  eoii* 
fnud  action,  b«en  j.ceretiii':  u  fatty  matter 
insttod  of  the  peculiar  deposits  which 
mark  the  dimfol  mareh  of  malignant  dis. 
ca«e.  When  wc  examine  even  ovarian 
cysts,  where  the  circumstances  allow  the  pe- 
culiarities of  growth  poiuled  out  so  beau- 
tifoUy  by  Or.  Hodgkin  to  display  them- 
selves in  all  their  fnn  f  and  variety,  we 
often  find  tlie  mucou>  liecretion  not  held 
within  deoide'l  cysts,  but  lodged  in  eaH- 
ties,  whose  cre>icentic  margins  seem  to  re- 
semble tlie  orifices  which  communicate 
between  the  oelb  of  the  eellnlar  tissue, 
mngniliMl  and  thickened  bv  presMirc  and 
diseuM;:  but  at  tlie  «!ame  time  I  am  in 
cliued  to  believe,  that  while  much  of  the 
structure  deijcndx  for  its  form  on  the  oa- 
tiira!  nit->hr';f»f  the  cellular  mrmbranr,  in 
many  e;i5C5  additional  cells  arc  formed  by 


newly  CTTieraled  membranes;  and  tliat 
under  other  circumstances,  even  without 
the  fimnation  of  lu^  eeeivting  cells,  a 

peculiar  a  ascnlar  arrangement  takes  place, 
from  which  the  malignant  matter  is  ra- 
pidly deposited  by  numerous  newly  formed 
vessel*. 

Supposinf^  the  cellular  membrane  to  be 
the  first  point  of  attack  of  these  malignant 
actions,  we  can  explain  their  nniremu  dif- 
fu  i  n  ;  ^\hile  we  can,  to  a  certain  deifree, 
uuderntand  tlie  great  varietv  whidi  their 
appearance  affords,  if  we  admit  diflerent 
modifications  of  the  morbific  influence. 
^\  h«  re  the  secretion  from  the  cellular 
membrane  becomes  glutinous,  of  a  tex- 
ture nearly  resembling  mneos,  it  gradaallir 
distends  the  cellular  mesh'-,  acting  al- 
most like  an  extraneous  atui  compaia* 
tivelT  mild  iinid  injeeted  and  very  gm- 
dually  accumulated  in  cavities  whose 
parictea  become  tliickcned  in  proportion  to 
the  pressure  they  have  to  withstand.  Thii 
friutinons  secsetioii  has  little  or  no  ten- 
(lencv  to  l>  rnnir  nrirnni'/cfl.  but  remains  in 
the  form  iu  wliicii  it  is  thrown  »>ut,  <Us. 
tencUng  the  ca?itie5  in  which  it  is  reedred 
more  or  less,  according  to  tl:e  structure  of 
which  they  fonn  a  part.  Thus  wc  sec  this 
pecnliar  form  of  msease  occasionally  in 
various  pans,  as  in  the  structure  about 
the  pylorus,  in  the  mnrama,  iu  the  glands, 
near  (jlis-son's  capsule,  in  the  liver,  in  the 
kidney,  but  in  none  do  we  see  its  real  na- 
ture so  well  develi>pe<l  as  in  the  ovarian 
growths.  It  certainly  at  first  view  might 
appear  singular  tliat  the  oellnlar  sub- 
stance should  HoT  :nlmit  of  a  mon*  difTused 
depoMt  of  this  iluid,  seeing  that  tiie  mcidies 
in  their  Batumi  slnte  eammwdeate  pretty 
freely.  This  is,  however,  in  my  mind 
mifbeientlv  ncconnted  for  by  the  nature  of 
tlie  tluid,  and  by  the  gradual  character  of 
the  pressure,  bot  h  of  which  tend  to  seal  up 
the  communicati(ui,  and  to  distend  the 
convex  portions  in  such  a  way  as  rather  to 
dose  than  open  tbe  orifices  of  communica- 
tion  between  the  cells;  and  in  point  of 
fact  we  do  find  a  very  curious  process 
often  taking  place  in  these  ovarian  tnmon^ 
the  cell  opening  by  a  kind  of  process  of 
absorption  in  such  awsy  that  when  a  por. 
tion  of  substance  is  gone,  a  clean,  defined, 
and  entire  crescent ic  margin  remains,  lm)k- 
inir  veiy  like  the  better  onrnTii/n!  portion 
of  the  original  ceil  thus  separate* i  and  left 
entire  on  the  renewal  of  a  newly  deposttod 
or  feebly  oriranized  poflion  vdiich  has 
clo!ied  the  orifice. 

In  other  cases  the  product  is  of  a  dut> 
racter  .so  totally  different  that  were  it  n<»t 
for  the  fn<  T  rhnt  t!i»'  diflVrent  forms  of  de. 
potKit  are  oeea^nmully  f>ccn  passing  aliuuMt 
imperceptiblv  into  each  other,  we  shotdd 
have  irrruf  dfrticulty  iu  perceiving  any  ron- 
ncxion  between  them.   I'he  matter  w  hich 
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in  these  eases  first  occupies  the  cell  is  of  a 
iiHm  oimqne  colour  «aa  creamlike  cxnurii- 
trnrc,  and  is  certainly  more  capable  of  nr- 
^anization,  so  that  the  vessels  of  the 
netfrhbonrinff  parts  past  into  it,  and  dlride 
•■d  subdivide  in  most  minute  ramifica- 
tions. This  is  the  true  inedulluri'  snreoma 
of  authors ;  and  if  we  take  a  small  iusu- 
lated  mass  of  this  deposit,  such  as  we  often 
meet  with  in  the  liver,  and  let  a  iine stream 
of  water  fall  upou  it,  we  shall  find  a  Uuge 
portion  of  the  tofl  matter  lemoved,  simI 
some  parts  left  still  attached  to  the  finely 
divided  vessels,  many  amongst  w  hich  will 
be  leen  carrying  red  blood,  and  giving  a 
bikMMlshot  appeafBOoe  to  particular  parts. 

As  the  substance  in  which  the  fine  vas- 
cular tissue  developes  itself  is  of  Kofi  and 
pall^  consistence,  almoet  like  brain,  bat 
more  deficient  in  regular  orurani/.ation,  and 
still  less  compact  and  firm  in  its  texture, 
tihe  rentels  am  very  apt  to  give  way,  and 
then  eeehymosis,  more  or  less  extensive,  to 
take  nlace,  and  such  clots  aud  mas»e8  of 
red  bliiod  being  mixed  up  with  the  cream- 
like matter,  all  the  varieties  of  luematoid 
Ibngus  will  be  the  result 

This  medulUuy  mass  has  within  itself  a 
▼aseolsr  strvetue,  exerting  a  kind  of 
propulsive  furce ;  and  though,  while  in 
very  cellular  parts,  as  those  connected  with 
the  ovaries,  we  find  it  protruding  itsilf 
into  successive  cells,  which  it  distends,  ia 
imitation  of  the  mucous  and  glairy  secre- 
tion to  which  I  have  referred,  yet  in  mure 
solid  parts,  as  the  liver,  we  rather  find  it 
pndling  the  neighbouring  parts  asifle,  and 
iBTi^ng  and  corroding  the  cellular  struc- 
ture, wUdi  quickly  ceases  to  present  a 
regular  appearance  of  rounded  cells ;  and 
as  the  mass  becomes  softened  and  broken 
down,  can  only  be  traced  in  the  form  of 
ragged  fibna  pemdiag  the  medullary 

^nwth. 

Melanosis  appears  to  bear  a  very  strong 
analogy  to  the  medullary  and  the  haema- 
toi«l  fungus  in  the  situation  of  its  deposit, 
the  mode  of  its  increase,  aud  the  nature  of 
its  straeture. 

The  genuine  schirrus  appears  to  occ  uj)y 
the  same  structure  as  the  rest,  but  its 
gwwtii  is  modi  slower,  and -the  dmsltuf 
which  it  is  formed  is  <>f  •  trenr  wfciuiit 
kind  :  it  has  none  of  that  exhnbcrsnce  of 
growth  which  belongs  to  the  other  forms 
of  maUgaaat  disease,  but  gives  rise  to  a 
slow  successive  deposit  or  growth,  extend- 
ing aluug  the  meshes  of  the  cellular  niem> 
brane,  sad  every  part  contaminated  be- 
comes  o]»a(Hie  and  nard,  so  that  you  may 
in  some  cases,  particularly  in  the  liver, 
wutdi  its  preftfcmce  to  the  ceilnlar  tissue 
in  which  it  pursues ilieoiirse,pushing  aside 
the  acini,  aud  often  bvno  means  assum in tj 
the  some  regular  almost  spheroidal  growth 
which  wuiks  must  of  the  other  ibrms  of 


malignant  disease.  Still,  however,  as  its 
progress  is  in  all  directions  from  everv 
point  wluTc  it  is  established,  and  there  is 
probably  a  tendency  in  the  vessels  of  the 
disease  to  form  in  diverging  or  radiated 
growths,  the  result  is,  that  as  the  deposits 
enlarge,  they  assume  a  more  and  mora 
spherical  form. 

Another  morbid  action  as  generally  dlf. 
fused  over  the  system,  and  oflcr«  scarcely 
less  formidable  iu  its  results,  thcut^h  not 
so  neoessarily  ftktal.  Is  that  to  wl.ri.'i  wu 
give  the  name  of  scrofula.  The  .  luch 
greater  frequency  of  this  than  of  "^lalig- 
nant  action,  and  the  more  decidedly  here, 
ditary  character  which  it  assumes,  aflord 
us  more  opportunities  of  observing  the 
state  of  constitution  with  which  it  is  con- 
nected, and  has  ewAfcid  us  to  exert  • 
certain  limited  power  over  it,  both  in 
curing,  and,  what  is  no  less  important,  in 
controlling  it,  and  preventing  its  iMoada. 
We  have, however,  here  the  same  difficulty 
w  liich  exists  with  respect  to  other  morbid 
actions,  when  we  attempt  to  define  its 
nature,  or  to  point  out  tlie  mode  on  which 
it  iiiniifuccs  the  processes  «»f  life.  Wt 
trace  it  in  general  to  Ix'  connected  with 
naaifest  want  of  imwer  in  the  system, 
sometime^,  with  a  slui^ifish,  dull  action,  in 
the  capillary  circulation,  leading  to  con- 
gestion, but  mora  ftuquentiy  with  a  motbid 
tendency  to  excitement,  displayed  in  the 
manners,  habits,  and  more  particularly  in 
the  personal  appearance  of  the  individual. 
This  scrofulous  action  leads  to  most  de- 
cided morbid  changes  in  almost  all  the 
viscera  of  the  body,  and  those  of  the  abdo- 
men participate  largely  in  its  ravages.  It 
shews  itself  particularly  in  the  absor- 
bent glands,  but  is  likewise  discerned  in 
the  mucous  apparatus,  in  the  cellular 
tissue,  in  the  muscular  texture,  ia  the  solid 
viscera,  in  the  serous  membranes,  in  the 
bones,  and  in  tlieir  various  appenied 
structures,  and  even  in  the  recent  ori^anized 
products  of  ordinary  inJlammntion.  Its 
usual  course  is  low  inflammatory  action, 
followed  by  deposit  of  matter  pesseiised  of 
a  wry  inferior  degree  of  vitality,  and  little, 
if  at  all,  capable  of  becoming  organized, 
bat  going  gradually  into  a  state  of  softening 
and  suppuration. 

The  la-st  peculiar  action  to  which  I 
would  rcler,  which  is  a  natural  process, 
and  boeomes  disease  only  ae  it  is  assumed 
by  parts  where  bone  is  not  naturally  de- 
posited, is  the  ossific  action,  which,  thbush 
not  verr  ftuquently  recogitiaed  in  ti>e  ab* 
dominaf  viscera,  is  very  various  in  the 
localities  it  aflfects,  aud  appears  occasionally 
to  be  a  resuH  of  secondanr  action  conse. 
quent  upon  single  infiamniatton,  subdued 
scrofulous  action,  and  even  upon  the 
malignant  diseaM::  thus  we  find  bone 
developed  ia  the  scrotu  membmnes,  ia  the 
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spleen,  and  eren  in  the  substaiict:  uf  Che 
absorbent  glMHiSyiiillieeiwtBof  thevesiels, 
mMd  in  the  stnu  tii  rc  of  cysts  formwl  by 
ttOfbid  actioQ,  and  of  tumors  owine  their 
■niwtii  to  Mioftiloiii  4Mr  to  malignant 
depooit. 

INSECURITY  OF  VACCINATION. 
[TA*  J'oUowing  Utter  km  bmt  unt  «a  hjf  th* 
AMtJbr,  walk  tt  rt^nut  for  U»  umrtim^ 


T9  tht  Board  of  the  Sat  tonal  Vmetint 
Establishment, 

(fENTLEMEN, 

It  is  MOW  upwards  of  twentyycars  siuce 
I  coDsidcreu  that  the  proof  or  tho  im|»ei^ 
feet  protection  obtained  from  the  vnrch^v 

Eraetice  afrainst  the  variolous  eonta^-ion, 
ad  at>kunied  stich  a  character  an  to  call 
lor  Ml  hmnedMite  inquiry  into  ifao  state 
of  that  discovery  ;  and  it  cannot  create 
any  surprise,  if,  after  the  different  steps  I 
ha*e  judged  it  necessary  to  take,  I 
•hoato  stul  cofrtinoe  to  watch  its  pro- 
gitta,  mud  that  now,  when  «rrctn  caaea  of 
sn*;i]l-po\  succeed! fii,'  in  vaccination  are 
coa.^lautiy  occurring  lu  great  numbers 
t]ixoutrb  toe  whole  of  Qreai  Britain,  I 
shoiild  deem  it  rttquiaite  to  addxeas  yea 
again  upon  the  subject. 

I  assure  you,  gentlemen,  that  even  at 
the  period  when  I  first  published  my 
■entunentn,  it  afforded  me  infinite  re- 
g-ret  that  proof  had  occurred  to  produce 
i  such  a  change  in  niy  opinion  of  the  im~ 
\  portance  of  the  vaccine  discovery ;  for 
)  no  medical  praciitinner  whatever— nay. 
not  even  Dr.Jenuer  himself — could  stand 
more  committed,  both  by  his  declarations 
I  aud  hi»  practice,  fur  the  perfect  protec. 
tion  to  DO  obtained  from  Taeeinatton 
against  the  influence  of  the  variolous 
cowtTLrion  on  the  human  body ;  but  still 
J  could  see  no  sufficient  reason,  either 
Iron  mj  former  eondnet,  the  Totes  of 
Parliament,  or  the  opinions  of  the  pro- 
fession in  general,  to  withhold  stating 
my  sentiments,  when  tliey  appeared  to 
roe  so  decisively  convincing.  This  was 
all  I  contended  for  as  being  netts^arv 
in  1809,  and  it  is  all  I  conli  iid  lor  still, 
notwithstanding  the  accuniulatcd,  fla- 
grant, and  distit^biug  proof  of  tlie  pre- 
sent day ;  and  I  cannot  possibly  under- 
fstnnd  how  any  man,  or  any  body  of 
(  men,  should  continue  year  aft<  r  year  to 
issue  such  meagre,  garbled,  and  unsatis- 
factory renorts,  as  are  handed  in  hy  the 
Board  to  ois  Ma  jesty^s  Goremraent. 

Voii,  '/t  uttcmeii,  and  (he  n  bfde  medi- 
cal prokj>.>ioii,  who  hare  paid  attcutiot^ 


URITY  OF  VACCINATION.  Sir 

to  the  siil)ject,  must  now  allow  ilirU  the 
vaccine  discovery  stands  distinctly  con- 
victed of  bein|^  an  uneertnin,  feeble,  and 
temporary  antidote  against  the  influence 
of  the  variolous  <v»nt;i^ion  ;  and  tliat  not 
only  ail  uur  fund  hopes  of  being  able  to 
prevent  the  occnrrenee  of  the  dreadfii! 
scourge  of  small-pox,  but  even  in  those 
who  have  bevn  v-^rcifi-itcd,  pf  rendering 
such  mild  and  sale,  must  be  abandoned. 
If  this,  then,  u  the  fact,  how  must  the 
individuals  now  feel  who  have  placed 
their  ciMifidence  in  this  practice  for  their 
protection  ?  The  very  idea  is  distressing 
in  the  extreme;  ior  even  with  the 
greatest  care  and  caution  they  roust 
nnt  oTiIy  ^t;nu)  constantly  exposed  to  an 
attaeit  of  smaii-pox,  but  that  attack  may 
be  of  the  most  dangerous  nature,  and 
erery  relation  in  society  placed  in  the 
most  singularly  distrcssinff  circum- 
stances.   From  the  length  of  timr  flic 

tracticc  has  now  existed,  the  ties  of 
ushand  and  wife,  father,  mother^  and 
child,  may  be  all  dissolved  in  the 
most  unexpected  and  lamentable  man. 
oer ;  and  at  urescut,  in  place  of  rest- 
iag  with  coofldence  in  the  protection  of 
the  raccine  praotios,  tfaer(>  is  no  one  but 
must,  and  does,  if  possible,  i\y  from  the 
variolous  disease  whenever  it  approaches 
him.  If  this  is  really  the  state  of  mat- 
ters, and  which  I  aver  it  can  distinctly 
hi'  j)roved  to  be,  atid  wlicu  now  every 
excuse  H  bicli  w  as  fonnerly  ukkIc  use  of 
to  aecouui  lur  the  inefficacy  of  vaceiiia- 
tton  must  be  abandoned,  as  most  fiiro- 
lous  and  vexatious,  and  deserving  of  no 
atti  ufion,  it  is  not  possililr  Ut  perceive 
the  shadow  of  a  resuson  why  the  Board, 
who  were  formed  in  oider  to  watch  over 
the  public  safety,  and  not  to  protect  vac- 
cination at  all  hazards,  should  abandon 
their  duty,  and  not  feel  it  imperative 
upon  them  to  institate  such  an  inouiry 
as  shall  obtain  conclusi^ms  capable  of 
satisfying  tlie  public.  But  if  such  an 
iuquiry  cannot  possibly  be  expected  to 
emanate  from  a  Board  who  have  a 
yearly  fund  of  2tMH)/.  for  their  services, 
the  subject  should  be  taken  np  by  the 
profession  in  general,  and  mon-  espe- 
cially too  by  Governmeut,  who  miglit 
consider  saving  at  least  IdOOI.  per  an- 
num, by  reducing  the  grant  to  50()/., 
not  below  their  notice,  wbon  the  natural 
consequence  would  be  what  X  am  eou- 
teuding  for. 

I  apprehend,  gentlemen,  it  is  at  the 
present  day  tnini>r»'vs;u  v  fiilu-r  to  waste 
your  time  or  my  own  in  giving  any  de- 
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WCn  of  the  proof  which  ihcsc  u\en)»ciiU  aniici|)aU"<l  j  ami  unless  something' can 

admit  of ;  but  pivvioos  to  laying*  before  bo  done  to  secure  the  public  confidence 

jou  the  points  «  faieh  now  appear  to  me  and  comfort,  the  practice  must  really  be 

I to  require  ourimmr»(liatp  nttontinn,  1  b^jr  prohibited  bu  an  Act  of  Parliament . 
to  state,  that  belure  aiiu]>ting  the  Jen-       The  results,  gentleiueu,  of  vaectna- 

nerian  practice  I  had  iiMtemlmied  nearly  tion,  at  the  present  moment,  mav  be 

2000  cases,  and  only  lost  two ;  atill  I  did  stated  to  be,  that  few  or  none  will  be 

not  hesitate  to  adopt  the  vaccine  prac-  found  \o  re<i!»t  the  infliiencr  of  vfu  iolous 

y  tice  when  stated  to  possess  such  auvao.  coutau^iou  t^m  ten  years  and  ujuvanls, 

taji^es,  and  I  was  the  Aird  medical  pnus-  after  taannr  been  vaccinaied,  ir  ihey 

titionerin  Scotland  wboused  the  vaccine  are  eflTectually  exposed  to  a  severe  case 

virus.    AfitT  li  n  iTinr  vaccinated  about  of  small-pox ;  or,  in  of firr  \^ ords,  to  re- 

fil'tv  case:*,  and  rc-inoculatinsf  them,  and  peated  contact  w  iih  a  case  where  there  is 

otlierwise  exposing- them  to  the  influence  a  numerous  eruption ;  for  it  is  very  un- 

of  tlie  variolous  contagion  immediately  just,  and  a  f^freat  mistake,  to  pretend  to 

after  tljev  had  hot  n  Taccinate<],  and  find-  <lr:nv  an  oj»posite  conclusion,  where  the 

ill!''  lli«\v  |)<  i  (Vi  tiy  r<  sisted  these  tests,  I  eruption  is  "^ranty,  find  the  w  h(dp  dis- 

did  wot  Itcsitate  to  abandon  inoculatiou,  easemild, — for  it  tmjrht  to  be  well  kno%vn  ; 

and  continued  one  of  the  most  zealons  to  the  medSral  i)rofesiiion,  that  one  of  | 

and  determined  advocates  of  the  Jen-  the  methods  usca  bv  the  people  to  secure 

nerian  di-jcnverv,  unfil   1808-9,  when  a  mild  disease  to  tlicir  children,  was  to 

the  proof  occurred,  \\  liich  proved  to  my  bring  them  in  contact  with  such  mild  i 

mind  that  it  was  not  the  antidote  we  aU  eases,  and  a  similar  disease  wais  gene.  \ 

so  fondly  imag-ined,  but  that  it  would  be  rally  the  consequence.    Now  irthis  \ 

ultin)rtt("K    fftiiTi'I    in  nnrrrfnin^  feeblty  W'<<  fonml  to  follow,  whcv^  no  nf  i 

aud  temiiorarif  liroteiUon,  a^^ainst  the  priitecUon  existed,  it  is  not  tu  the  leAst  i 

in6aeiiee  of  ■malI.p«9TeaslMpoii»  smpiising,  w  here  protcttioii  is  in  some  i 

Until  this  proof  occurrea  I  had  not  degree  obtained  troiu  the  remaining  / 

|N»ruscd  Dr.  Jcniirr's  publications  upon  vaccine  iufTiience,  that  a  threat  acti>ii  r  / 

the  subject;  but  what  was  my  a^itonish-  of  variolous  contag-ion  is  required  to  pro-  > 

nent  to  find  that  every  thing  therein  dnce  any  eflTcct  upon  the  system.  Again,/ 

stated  not  only  did  not  contradict,  bat  many  of  the  cases  of  ^nalKpoic  afierf 

was  quite  in  conformity  to,  the  proof  eow-pock  arc  so  very  severe  as  not  only| 

which  I  had  met  with;  so  much  so,  that  to  junpajritc  ihf  disease  thntug-h 

if  I  hud  perused  Dr.  Jenncr's  works  be-  rai  cluldren  of  the  same  family,  but  also 

lore  adopting  his  practice,  I  should  cer.  to  commotttcate  it  to  others,  producing 

tainly  have  proceeded  with  more  can-  not  only  many  of  the  usiialcottsequeiues 

tion,  and  wouhl  have  «een  it  somewhat  of  the  natural  difieasr,  hut  even  death 

in  the  same  light  with  the  late  i>r.  Alex,  itself,  to  the  extent  of  at  least  I  in  160, 

Monro,  who,  when  I  stated  to  htm  that  and  all  these  eonse(|U''neeft  increa«. 

T  had  abandoned  the  practice  of  inocula-  ing  in  a  ratio  proportioned  to  the  dis. 

tion,remark that  hisopinionofth  *  Jen-  tanee  of  time  from  the  introdaction  of 

nerian  discov  cry  w  iw,  "Uiatitought  to  be  the  diNtai^e.  ' 
prohibited  by  Act  of  Parliament.**   Al.       As,  trcntlemen,  the  chief  objection 

though  I  know  the  Doctor  was  not  after-  and  dount  of  the  medical  profession  to 

wanH  able  to  resist  the  prwH^-i  it^  -wn-  the  perfect  efficacy  of  the  \  accine  dis- 

mulatiou  of  proof  in  its  fa\our,  and  ease    afTonling    complete  protection 

became  a  convert  to  llic  practice,  still  acfainst  the  variolous  contagion,  aroso 

his  first  declaration  shewed,  that  as  far  chiefly  from  its  very  groat  mildness  and 

a*^  his  acquaintanee  with  the  atiiinal  triflioM  derangement  of  the  system,  I 

economy  went,  and  his  knowledge  of  uniformly  endeavonrefl  to  priul  icp  as  si>. 

the  science  of  medicine,  his  impression  vere  a  disease  as  possible,  and  for  this 

was,  that  it  was  an  experiment  likely  to  purpose  alwajs   vaeeinated    in  two 

prove  ci»niplicatcd  antf  nusatisfactory  in  places,  only  distant  from  each  other  so 

Its  results;  and  it  uill,  I  am  afraid'  hv  as  that  the  nmda  (d"  both  influenced  one 

proved,  that  tiic  profession  ought  to  have  another,  being  very  solicitous  for  this 

[Hooeeded  with  more  caution  and  cir-  purpose  that  both  punctures  should  take; 

eums]>ection   before  they  placed  aadi  and  to  effect  this,  I  always,  if  possihh-,\ 

iinlin^ifed  contidenee  in  thr  discovery,  n?»  d  \  irus  in  it<!  most  limpid  state,  and«/ 

for  at  the  |»reseut  moment  we  have  very  taken  when  the  areola  was  extensive^ 

ii^arly  arrived  at  the  State  Dr.  Monro  and  brig-ht    I  introduced  the  viraa 
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eith«r  iu  its  iiatural  liquid  state,  or  ren- 
dettd  it  a»,  Irat  u  Htde  dilnted  as  possi- 
ble.  I  grasped  tbc  arm  in  such  a  man  • 
rwr  as  to  stretch  the  skin,  and  render  it 
linn ;  I  then  with  a  lancet  iiqL  jery 
sh  is^  imradnoed  the  rmn,  holding  the 
it  quite perpendicularljjdippcd  itinto 
e  mtis  quite  !?U])tTf'KM;i!l y.  and  pro- 
ceeded moving  its  puiut  backwai<i«>  aud 
Ibmards,  as  it  were  flcntehing  to  the 
extent  of  two  or  three  time*,  so  as  to 
distil  the  vims  into  thv  Mmiml,  thr 
whole  vaccinated  purt  Itciu^i-  uliout  the 
third  of  an  inch  in  leug't]i.  Next  day  I 
ccdered  a  strip  of  fine  flannel  to  be  put 
rouixl  the  ami,  and  rotaiiitMl  lh<  ro  uulil 
tlic  |nnH  fun  d  points  gave  iudicaliun  of 
active  laliauiuiatiou.  but  before  the  vesi- 
cles were  formed :  the  flauel  wai  then 
Uken  off,  and  if  uece^isaiy,  more  or  ICM 
cxtfut  of  iffola  and  size  of  vesi'rle  was 
endeavoured  to  be  obtained,  bv  incrcas- 
Ing  the  heat  of  the  arm  and  body. 

Although  I  ainquitesatisfieu  that  this 
mode  of  conductin(j|' vaccination  will  ex- 
tend its  protection  as  far  as  possible,  still 
I  am  convinced  there  is  no  mode  of  giv- 
IDS'  the  disease,  in  the  way  of  puncture, 
'  (wnat  may  l)c  done  by  'Mir  m'coiuin;^' 
milkers,  I  cannot  say,)  tliat  cau  render 
its  effects  ou  the  human  body  permaneut 
and  oerieet  I  haye  met  with  cases  of 
small-pox  succeedingf  to  vaccination, 
where  four,  three,  two,  and  ouc  puncture 
had  been  used,  and  the  cicatrices  of 
,  ewtry  a  ^ip  earanoe,-— and  still  the  length  of 
I  the  penod  of  protection  and  die  extent 
of  the  modification  wcrr  the  «snme,  and  of 
cvenr  variety;  but  these  coaseoueuces, 
as  I  hare  already  stated,  may  be  very 
fnoch  influenced  bj  the  severity  aad 
extent  of  the  variolous  rnntagcion  to 
t  which  they  shall  have  been  exposed. 
What,  tnen,  g'entlemen,  is  to  be  done 
Ibr  the  public  comfort  and  safety?  I  ap- 
prehend it  is  i iii|ir»ssible  to  place  anv 
confidence  in  re-vacrination,  ;t tfhoitt^'-h  it 
IS  what  has  been  |>raetised  by  inauv  of 
the  profession ;  for,  independently  or  the 
I  jrfarinyjr  absurdity  of  continuing  to  place 
i  conliaencr  m  <i  practice  which  standi^ 
convicted  of  insecurity^  and  requiring  a 
frequent  repetition,  still  I  can  venture 
to  assert  that  the  regular  vaccine  disesse 
enn  never  be  a^ain  obtaiTu  r).  if'  t!ir  first 
i  has  been  satisfactorily  conducted,  so  as  to 
warrant  the  conclomon  that  the  consti- 
tution has  been  a  second  time  more  or 
!pss  iiiflnrncc*!,  and  without  that  proof 
no  additional  security  caji  po^ssihfy  he 
conferred.    Il  is  nut  difiicult  to  under- 
stand how  the  vaccine  disease  may  se- 
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cure  the  human  body  against  a  repetition 
of  its  own  action,  but  we  caanot  so  easily 
comprehend  how,  if  none  of  the  cbarac-, 

tcristic  phenomrna  are  pres'-fit,  n  furtherj 
security  can  be  conferred  by  ^ucli  re-vac*| 
einatioa—aipunst  a  disease,  U)o,  of  the. 
most  virulent  and  opposite  description, 

although  some  vcrv  zealous  advocates 
for  the  perfection  oi  the  vaednc  di<!ease 
do  not  ncMtate  to  assert  that  the  cow- 
pock  is  rvcn  the  orig^inal  disease! 

I  vv(»iihl,  ufonilemen,  dismiss  this  cx-» 
edient  as  realiy  useless  and  contenipti- 1 
le,  and  place  our  hopes  of  bciu^  amc  ] 
to  continue  thepracuoe  of  vaccination  I 
in  having*  recourse  to  re-inocufutiim.  Infj 
conducting'  thi-*  practice,  it  will  be 
found  that  by  introducing^  the  variolous 
virus  from  six  years  or  age  and  up- 
wards, there  is  neariy  an  equal  chance 
of  not  only  a  regular  pustule  being  ob- 
tained, but  also  ieverisn  symptoms,  and 
if  such  shall  be  the  effect  of  the  re-inocu* 
lation,  the  greatest  coniideiice  maybe 
])hiced  in  the  aiUh'tional,  and  even  per- 
fect, security  thus  obtained  ;  fur  sure  ly, 
if  we  have  placed  confidenee  in  vae- 
etnation  in  the  first  instance,  where 
no  distinct  constitutional  aflection  could 
be  detectnl,  vvc  may  jdace  raueh  more 
where  such  aflection  of  the  system 
is  evident,  more  especially,  too,  when 
such  constitutional  aijrangement  is  pn>k 
duced  by  tli*'  di^'Tise  we  mean  to  oppn<sr». 
But  if  these  symptoms  shall  be  fulluwed 
with  an  eruption,  however  small  in 
nwinher,  tlie  most  perfect  confidence  may 
be  placi  d  it!  th  >  security  thus  conH  rn  d, 
ana  this  coubiitutionul  eflect,  aceonipa- 
■ded  with  more  or  less  of  an  eruption, 
may  be  expected  to  follow  pretty  fre 
quently,  if  n--ino  iil  ition  is  eniph>\ cd  a 
a  means  ol'  srciirity,  Ironi  ten  year-;  an 
upward:*,  after  vaccination.  N(»  appre 
hensionneed  be  entertained  by,or  excited 
in,  the  partiits  in  adopting  this  expe- 
dient, as  in  every  instance  it  will  very 
seldom  be  attended  wilh  niucli  distress, 
and,  as  lar  as  my  experience  goes,  with 
no  danger;  for  although  the  application 
of  the  e[)i<fefnir'  conta^finn  may  produce 
dangerous  etl'ects  at  this  iieriod,  still,  ; 
whra  applied  in  the  form  ot  inoculation, 
the  disease  produced  is  quite  mild  and 
safe,  and  the  consequences  most  satisfac- 
tory. It  is  very  extraordinary,  and 
much  to  be  regretted,  that  there  are 
medical  ffentlemen  of  experience  and 
charat  ft  r  still  to  be  found  vvli<»  hesitate 
tu  recommend  re-inoculation  at  any  pe- 
riod from  vaccination;  and  time  who 
consent  to  such  a  practice  still  make  no 
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diKtiocUon  as  to  the  distance  of  the  pe- 

r{ot\  fvftm  vaccination ;  when  they  outfht 
to  be  <}uitc  aware,  that  the  vacciuc  iu- 
fluenoe  gnduaUy  loses  its  power  over 
the  system,  and,  if  thej  either  advise 
re-nifK  nIntinii  at  a  very  early  period,  tir 
witliiu  SIX  or  eiffht  years  after  being 
vaccinated,  no  efiect  at  all,  or  at  most 
so  very  trifling,  tbat  no  further  security 
and  satisfiu-tton  can  be  imparted. 

Indeed,  gentlemen,  the  state  of  this 
question  ha^  ah^  ay  s  appeared  to  lue  i»ome- 
what  diflercnt  from  that  entertained  ge» 
nerally,  either  by  the  profession  or  the 
public;  for  it  is  not  exactly  how  far  a 
l^ater  number  of  lives  may  be  tiaved 
to  the  community,  bat  how  anj  indivi. 
dual  should  feel  in  the  after  prog-ress  of 
life,  !Ji  Itn \  )\\<r  thr  «;<'Curityof  his  existence 
dcpcuding  upuu  so  precarious  an  auli- 
dote ;  nor  can  I  see  clearly  how  parents 
can  conceive  they  do  their  duty  to  their 
children,  who  out  of  niert-  fccliniifsctf  oa5ic, 
and  distant  apprehension  to  themselves, 

C*  ce  their  offspring  in  a  situation  that 
Tcs  them,  thmngh  the  whole  of  life, 
a  prey  to  the  most  distressing"  anxiety 
and  alarm.  But  even  this  pntp  is  now 
taken  away ;  for,  as  I  have  already* 
mentioned,  there  are  now  more  who  die 
after  placing  llieir  security  in  vaeeination, 
than  dird  whru  it  was  the  practice 
to  inucuiatc ;  ^  and  trom  the  want  of 
confidence  in  the  Jennerian  discovery, 
for  many  years  past  a  gp-eat  ptoportion 
of  the  conmiMTntv  hnv*-  iivr<l  no  means 
whatever  ibr  ilicir  nrutcctiuu,  and  great 
numbers  actually  fall  a  sacrifice  to  the 
variolous  epidemic.  In  short,  the  whole 
benefits  so  san»»iiinely  expected  fffmi 
the  Jenneriau  practice  are,  at  the  pre- 
sent moment,  nearly  entirelj  forftited. 

It  is  this  distressing  result,  gentle- 
men, tliat  has  made  me  now  address 
you:  I  really  cannot  perceive  the  sha- 
dow of  a  reason  for  your  not  considering' 
it  an  imperative  duty  to  take  immediate 
steps  for  arriving'  at  sut  h  conclusions 
as  will  enable  the  public  to  frA 
and  act  in  this  perplexing  diicuaua. 
It  is  (|uitc  obvious  to  me  that  the 
subj<(t  sliould  have  been  taken  up 
loiior  nyftt,  and  tliercby  many  very 
distressing  accideuts  mijgrht  have  been 
avoided:  it  surelpr  neither  indicates 
judgment,  nor  feeling,  iu  so  highly  im. 
portant  a  concern,  only  t  >  yi<  1«1  to  tlic 
most  glaring  evidcuce  and  the  most 
disastrous  facts.  I  certainly  hold  the 
profession  guilty  of  all  the  di>tresstngoc- 
currfne<*s  h  hieli  have  i-esultrd,  or  m;»  v  re- 
sult, frolu  no  regular  inquiry  haviug  been 
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instituted ;  and  rather  than  go  on  floun- 

derin«if  in  such  a  (d)aos  ctf  eoiirii>.io»i  iiod 
contradiction,  it  would  be  better,  boih  tt«r 
individuals  and  the  public  in  general, 
to  give  up  the  Jennerian  discovci  v  at 
oTif  t\  :u^(\  return  to  inoculation.  TWrc 
are  not  now  many  medical  gentlemen 
well  acquainted  with  what  inoculation 
U  Tne  extent  to  which  the  practice 
had  attained  inniirdiately  preceding 
the  introduction  ol  the  vaccine  disco- 
very, was,  tbat  every  individual  who 
composed  the  rational  and  intelligent 
part  of  society  availed  themselves  of  its 
advanta<;«>s,  seized  the  opportunity  of 
suatebing  their  offspring  from  the  despe> 
rate  ehanes  of  one  in  nve  against  thinr 
existence,  at  only  the  hazara  of  one  in 
five  hundred,  and  neirlv  the  same 
chance  of  a\oidiug  any  otiier  distress, 
ing  consequence ;  and  all  these  benefits 
too,  notwithstanding  the  very  astonish- 
infT",  careless,  ami  oytposite  treatment  of 
the  disease.  1  thiuk  these  cannot  be 
the  least  doubt,  had  the  necessary  exer- 
tions been  made,  that  the  practice  would 
have  been  rendered  more  easy  in  rvrry 
particular,  and  have  become  so  univer- 
sal as  to  have  rendered  the  epidemic 
disease  quite  insignificant,  if  not  exUnct; 
for  here  a  virus  ^vas  taken  from  the 
disease  you  meant  to  conihat — it  rtru- 
duced  one  possessing  all  the  leatiing 
features  of  tne  original :  there  was  no 
dubiety  about  the  qualities  of  the  virus- 
there  was  no  necessity  for  the  distinc- 
tion of  perfect  an(^ imperfect  inoculation 
—no  uncertainty  of  constitutional  in* 
fection— tlie  medical  practiti<mers  were 
not  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  explain- 
ing facts,  as  suited  the  peculiarities  of 
the  case  -  and  above  all,  both  parenls 
and  cliildren  were  for  ever  at  rest  upon 

the  siihjefl. 

I  a^ure  you,  gentlemen,  no  one  can 
wish  more  Mncerely  to  avoid  this  con- 
clusion than  I  do,  but  still  the  only  and 
best  way  to  avoid  it  is — an  inquiry  into 
the  present  state  of  vaccination ;  and  T 
hope  and  trust  his  Majesty's  niiui.stci>> 
will  at  last  see  the  necessity  of  interfer- 
ence; for  although  they  and  all  parties 
stand  committed  ny  the  pecuniary  grants 
of  parliament,  i>lill,  much  greater  sums 
have  been  granted  with,  far  less  preten- 
sions, and  at  all  events  can  never  afford 
any  reason  for  persevering  in  so  dauge* 
ous  an  error. 

Your  obedtenf  servant, 

TiioiiAs  Bn€i«rN, 
MmslclMrflH 

Mny  21.  iS3S. 
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VACCINATION  IN  HOOPINa* 
COUGH. 

7«  <l«  Editor  qf  tkg  Afirfiec/  Gmite, 

Sib, 

Soas  tine  ajm  A  letter  was  published 

ill  youT  valuable  journal,  vol.  viii.  p.  46, 
froin  a  correspondent,  siguing'  liimself 
**  H.  M.  M."  oil  the  efficacy  of  vaccina^ 
(Mil  in  arrestini^  the  progress  of  booping- 
coug'h,  in  patients  who  had  not  ht-cn 
prc¥iuuslv  subji  rtcd  to  th«"  Ibnner  dis- 
ease. Vour  correikpoudcut  encouraged 
«n  to  hope  fisr  mm  Mmnunt  of  sonw  aoM 
in  whicn  be  successfuUr  treated  the 
coagb  by  that  means;  and  jnti  in 
ft  Bote  expressed  a  wish  l<>  receive 
IImu,  m  fnmA  I  trust  ymm  irill  Ulow 
liiOURii  90  long  aAerwards,  to  join 
yon,  n<  ther  have  not  yet  appeared. 

iu  Dr.  A.  T.  Thomson's  interesting 
hmKme  mptm  hoopin^-con^h,  reported  in 
ymmr  Gaxcttc,  vol.  vii.  paces  801  —  807, 
we  are  iiifoTOicd  that  ifio  prnrfirr  of 
racciiiatiug  ior  the  cure  of  tbc  hi»uping. 
€OU£^h  m  aa  first  suggested  in  Germany, 
MMTlhat  it  n  Mid  to  MTO  been  oonfinned 
by  some  more  recent  exj  crioTirc  in 
America.  The  doctor  justly  remark* 
that  the  rcmetiy  (although  jinjved  valid) 
Mnt  be  of  very  limited  ntalitT,  as  it  m 
not  likely  that  vuccinatimi  hliouhl  be 
delayed,  with  tbc  risk  of  siijall-pox  be- 
ing taken  lu  ilie  interval,  iu  order  to 
kaep  It  in  resetrc  ns  m  lonedy  Ibr  hoop* 
ing-oough ;  bat  I  am  snre  tnat  he  will 
not  on  that  aerotmt  deprcf'jnfc  its  im- 
Bortauoein  the  distressing  a  Oil  unusually 
am^pBRnit  otM  of  wry  vou».v  infants, 
who  occaaiMiallj  tuflPer  from  tihe  cough, 
and  not  anooamonljr  frll  victiais  to  iti 
neventjr* 

8inoe  tlie  puUicttion  of  tiie  Ietl9 
fisoBi  H.  M.  M.)  only  tbno  opportnnitiea 
have  occurred  to  me  of  putting  to  the 
test  of  experiment  the  power  of  cow-pock 
to  arrest  hooping-cough,  and  it  suc- 
ceeded in  dMntnU. 

1'hc  first  "a^  the  Bon  of  P.  B.  Esq. 
one  of  my  i»erHonal  friends,  a  child  of 
one  year,  woo  had  fur  i»ume  wccki>  been 
afflicted  wiA  obadnate  ftts  of  coughing, 
and  sliglit  spasmodic  effort  in  the  next 
Fubsequent  in.<tpirations.  I  requested  his 
father  to  couhde  in  roe,  that  the  infant 
ahould  OMM  to  no  liarm,  and,  without 

giving  it  any  medicine,  to  await  the 
o<^p  This  child  at  length  hooped  de- 
cidedly during  three  or  lour  days,  so 
that  I  had  no  longer  any  dottbt  of  the 


nature  of  its  disease.  It  was  Uien  vac- 
cinated, and  cured  completely  within 
the  week. 

The  next  case  was  an  infant,  under 
two  years  of  age,  the  child  of  Major 
Fitz-^I.  who  had  very  recently  lost  a 
still  younger  babe  from  the  disicase.  The 
little  patient  had  been  sufTerin^'-  from  it 
for  two  moutbs  and  upwards;  and  nei- 
ther she  nor  the  deceased  had  ever  been 
subject^  to  the  eow-poek.     He  was 

foing  into  York.shire  immediately,  and 
advised  him,  as  noon  as  he  j^ot  there, 
to  allow  it  to  be  vaccinated,  wliieh  was 
done,  and  ho  baa  since  inlbimed  me  that 
the  cough  was  completely  cured  by  the 
eighth  day. 

My  third  case  was  a  di^>ensary  pa- 
tient for  fractured  radius,  a  boy  of  three 
years  old.  He  was  brough  t  to  me  about 
lour  months  since,  and  had  then  hecn 
sufTenug  from  the  cough  for  as  long  a 
period.  I  vaccinated  kim,  and  he  ceased 
to  hoop  as  the  oow.podc  vesicle  at- 
tained Its  acme;  a  rcrv  sliy^ht  cough 
remaining,  however,  wlicn  I  last  saw 
the  child,  a  fortnight  ailerwards. 

Dr.  Thoms(m  paiticularixes  the  third 
week  from  the  cmumencement  of  the 
hoop,  as  the  jiroper  period  lor  vaccina- 
tion ;  the  evidence  of  the  above  va^ea 
Would  extend  that  period  without  limi* 
tntion  ;  but  I  am  far  fr<un  offering  them 
as  sufficient  to  r«:tahlisii  more  th:in  the 
propriety  of  trying  the  efficacy  of  vacci- 
nation, tn  OTory  case  of  hoomng  cough 
which  has  not  been  preceded  oy  tlie  eow- 
po<'k,  or  variola.  My  own  prnf  iir."  is  to 
decline  vaccinating  infants,  unki>s  under 
cirennuitanees  of  exposure  to  the  vario* 
kws  infection,  until  thc-v  attiiin  the  ago 
of  eight  or  ten  vv^^]^s,  \\)\tu  the  red  gum 
is  probably  disappearmg.  and  the  pro- 
oess  of  tMtkina  is  still  tone  oommenced ; 
and  it  ia  at  diis  eariy  age  that  many  a 
life,  we  know  not  hn^v  valuable,  is  lost 
from  hooping-cough — tobueh  tender  suf- 
ferers  always  a  very  formidable  disease. 

There  is  a  rery  rare  complai  n  t,  of  whidi 
T  h:n  e  seen  but  two  or  three  instancct^ 
and  only  oAe  that  termiimted  favoura- 
bly. It  consists  of  notliing  else  but  the 
hoop,  or  a  more  ▼indent  spasm,  producing 
death,  without  any  cough  precedin<,'^  it. 
In  the  successful  case  to  wliieh  I  refer, 
the  cough  was  produced  afler  some 
■Mntlw,  and  the  child  wa«  soon  cured. 
In  the  others,  although  they  continued 
as  long  a  time,  no  remedy  appenred  to 
be  of  thel^ist  avail.  It  would  be  excced- 
iugly  intemtiDg  to  ascertain  whether 

Y 
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raccination  be  a  cure  for  this  fiigbtfill      On  entering  his  room,  I  found  him 

and  moat  fatal  disorder.  in  bed,  lying'  on  his  back,  proy>]»ecl 

I  am,  sir,  up  hv  pillows ;  face  congested  about 

Your  obedieiit  seirant,  toe  rorenMud  and  eyes,  m>m  the  to* 

T.  W.  Ghbtaubb.  mitinjj: ;  d  vspucea  and  pain  in  the  side 

t2,Torr!n^on-Sqnsrrf  diminished;  coujrb  and  expectoration 

Ai*y  27,  1833.  troublesome ;  inabilitj  to  lie  on  either 

- —  '■  skie;  boveb  eomtipated;  pulse  fvSL 

GANGRENE  OF  THE  LUNGS-  L'^^T""  *  ^r' 

t^ASOP  nv  mrnwn  ^  ****  tartrate  of  anti- 

CABl.  ur  JUi.CUVlSAT.  monj,  beginning  with  gr.  i  in  |  jss. 

— <•  of  vehicle,  to  be  taken  three  times  a 

*rr  Ml  wyj-M  r  iLT^-  try  ^av.  On  the  29th  bc  again  Complained 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  ■   j„  ^-^      7^r,  ^oT  which  I 

5;i^  ordered  him  a  bJiiitcr  and  increased  the 

As  the  followir,-  case  appears  fn  me  to  ^^^'l 

be  rare,  both  as  regards^^ts  occurrence  9"  ^^e  31st,  t£e  •ymptoms  haying  per- 

and  its  termination,!  tend  it  for  inaer-  ^^ee  ii^eVl^dar  ™ 

tion  in  yonr  valuaMe  jonmal.  continued '  to  the  6th  November"  w  hen 

Your  obedient  servant,  ^*  ^  ""^^ 

„ .  _        .  o  .,  place   m  the  symptoms,  a  rnnst  of. 

S^t^m'"^  fensive   gangrenous  fator  being  dil- 

fiiaed  throiitftt  the  room  hr  tbe  eongfa, 

On  tlietMth  October,  1832,  William  breath,  and  sputa  — whidi  last,  mm 

Christie,  aged       a  saddler,  li%  in«r  in  their  previous  state  of  mucus,  now  be- 

Carrinn^ton-Strect,  May  Fair,  wai*  ad-  came  of  a   CTcenLsh-ycllow  purulent 

mittcd  a  patient  of  the  St.  George's  and  apnotranee,  aitemating  or  mixcNl  with  a 

St.  James^  Dispensary,  under  my  care,  reddish-brown. 

On  pfoin^  to  vis^it  him  at  lils  Ijoiisc,  I  The  flfhility,  wh5r!i  had  been  ex- 
learned  thai  he  h:u\  laboured  under  dys-  trenic  from  the  first,  became  now  more 
pep&ia  fur  about  hve  years;  tiiai  two  marked,  and  the  pulse  smaller  and 
years  ago  he  suffered  an  attack  of  plen*  more  frequent ;  the  countenance  waa 
risy,  since  which  he  had  never  been  pale  and  sallow ;  the  eouffh  and  e.x« 
fr«e  from  cough;  thnt  thonn-h,  for  the  pectoration  incessant ;  decubitus  as  be- 
fortnigbt  which  immediately  preceded  lure,  only  on  the  back;  the  tongue. 
Ilia  present  attaek,  be  bad  returned  to  bowerer,  waa  dean  and  moist,  and 
bis  work,  ^'et  for  the  four  months  prior  the  patient  had  a  sli^rht  appetite.  The 
to  that  period  he  Irul  hovn  under  medi.  chest  sound^-d  vrmarkably  clear  on  per- 
cal  treatment  for  hicmoptysis;  that  up  cussion,  and,  when  mca.sured  by  my 
to  the  time  of  bis  seisnre  ne  bad  lived  fiiend  Dr.  BnrlceaBd  myself,  was  found 
▼07  feffnlirij,  and  bad  been  exposed  to  be  equal  on  botli  sides ;  but  the  lilt- 
to  no  cold  or  moistnrp*,  and  that  on  the  ing  the  patient  upri^-lit  in  Ixd  ^^-ave  rise 
evening  of  the  2dd  October,  after  hav.  to  such  a  prostration  of  strength  and 
jng  partaken  of  some  liglit  supper,  violent  fit  of  coughing,  tbat  we  feared 
which  was  not  usual  with  bim,  he  was  he  would  not  have  rallied  after  it:  be 
attacked,  about  11  o'clock,  with  violent  was  therefore  not  np-Jiin  moved  for 
vomiting,  which,  when  the  ingesta  auscultation  or  any  other  purpose.  The 
were  discharged,  consisted  of  a  lim-  stethoscope  was  applied  to  the  front  of 
pid  fluid  (not  uidike  tbe  cholera  fice>  tbe  ebefit  by  Dr.  Macretght,  Dr.  Burire, 
w  ater),  to  tbe  amount  of  aI>out  a  and  nj\^rlf ;  Imt  nothing  was  detected, 
w  asii-hand  basin  nearly  full,  before  the  more  than  occasional  rale  vnu/ueu  r  I 
vomiting  ceased,  at  five  in  the  morning,  do  not,  however,  present  the  exauiina- 
He  was  likewise  affected  widi  pain  un>  tion  by  the  stetboocope  (at  tbis  time  first 
der  the  left  breast,  dvspna  a,  and  ag-  applie<l)  as  by  any  means  a  complete  or 
grnv  itinn  of  his*  usual  coufrh.  A  gen-  accurate  one;  as,  independently  of  the 
tleman  lu  the  neighbourhood  waii  ciuled  position  of  the  patieut,^ — on  account  of 
ia,  wbo  bled  bim,  applied  a  lai^  blia.  tbe  bonible  odour  it  was  found  impos. 
ler  in  front  of  the  chest,  aad  adffli-  sible  to  remain  for  the  n< 
aiiatetnd  some  medicines.  in  close  proiimity  to  bim. 


^  kjui^uo  i.y  Google 


DR.  CBAIfB*8  CA8B  OF  Gi 

T}^f^  «;Trnptoms  now  unequivocally 
aimuuucitigf   paiigreuo   of  the  luiiycs, 

1  felt  at  some  loss  about  tlw  fittiiit;- 
treatment,  Imt  prescribed  a  demulcont 
im'vTtirr,  rniitaniiTinf  Oxvmel  Scilln; 
ami  'lr:i.  Ojui,  with  pilfs  of  Sulph. 
Quma,  {r» \i-  three  times  a-daj? ;  reg-u- 
latioii  of  toe  bowels,  wben  confined; 
and  anv  mild  nutritious  diet  which  he 
mig^ht  fancy.  The  room,  too,  was 
ftunifi^ated  with  cloths  dipped  in  a  koIu- 
tum  of  dbloride  of  Ume,  and  bune  in 
Yaiiotts  parts:  they  were  found,  how- 
erer,  to  oe  quite  incffrrfunl  h\  over- 
coming the  odour;  I  thereturc  had  sau- 
cen,  containing  the  dry  Ghlwnret  of 
lime,  placed  on  the  top  of  the  bed  and 
on  the  shelves  at  the  top  of  the  room, 
and  an  acid  constandv  added  to  disen- 

Sa;;^  the  cfaloriae.  EVen  tbtt,bowever, 
id  not  prove  efficient  in  completelj 
purifying*  the  apartnipnt — tlie  insu))- 
portable  odour  was  couiituutly  ema- 
nating^ from  the  breath,  the  coujj^b,  and 
tbe  sputa. 

On  the  8th  Novcmhcr,  nng.  antimonii 
tart,  was  onlenMl  to  be  ruhhctl  ovff  the 
front  of  the  chest,  and  on  the  12th  six 
leeches  were  applied,  for  pain  tinder  tbe 
riifht  breast. 

On  tbe  14i]i  Docemltc  r.  there  bcinc^ 
nu  aitcratiuu  iu  Uie  syiiipioins,  I  omitted 
ibe  mixtore,  coDtanuui|f  the  pills  and 
increasing  the  quantity  of  quinine  to 

2  irr>i.  three  times  a-day.  T  al*.n  pre- 
scnbcd  the  inhalation  oi  cJilonuc,  lo 
drops  of  the  saturated  solution,  five  or 
six  times  a-day.  The  first  time  this  was 
u^vtl  it  rreaten  sonio  sli«;^bt  irritntioii,  iii 
conseuueuce  of  which,  I  combiued  it 
with  Tr.  Hyoscvami,  which  last  was 
soon  dtM  ontmued,  and  tlie  quantity  of 
the  cbh»riiie  inrreaseil  gradually  to  30 
or  40  drops.  Soon  after  this  treatment 
was  commenced  the  cough  became  less 
troablcsome,  the  odour  was  diminished, 
the  reddish-brown  sputa  became  les«? 
frei^iient,  and  llie  paiu  ttt  appeared  to  be 
a  little  strougcr;  decubitus  still  only 
on  the  back,  and  greenish-yellow  sputa 
constantly  present.  The  aiiieinliiient  of 
tbe  patient  nrrw  eontiniietl  gradual. 

On  the  21st  January  he  was  enabled 
to  lie  for  a  short  time  on  bis  left  side, 
and  to  sit  up  a  little  while.  The  inhala  - 
tion was  omitted  for  a  few  day*  ;  when 
tbe  sputa  again  bi>comiuff  very  of- 
Ibnsif  e,  and  mixed  with  reodish^brown 
In  small  quantity,  it  was  resumed,  and 
tbe  other  treatment  rn!>finued. 

On  the  I6tb  February  he  was  w  far 
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rernvrrf^r?  •i'^  to  walk  from  ]u<  howir,  in 
C'arring'Lon-i^ireet,  to  tlie  Dispensary,  in 
Kin^-Street,  and  back ;  auu  w  a^  able 
to  he,  without  inconvenience,  on  his 
left  side,  thoiiffh  not  on  his  right  The 
coug-h,  very  much  diminished  in  fre- 

aueucy  and  viulcnce,  continued,  and 
le  matter  expectorated  still  presented 
the  ^Tcenisluyellow  appearance,  thou £fh 
the  bad  odour  was  now  very  faint.  At 
the  beginning  of  April  he  returned  to 
bis  work,  at  which  be  has  remained  up 
to  tlie  present  time.  He  is  still  troubled 
with  a  slight  cough — not  oftener,  how- 
ever, than  four  or  five  times  iu  the 
course  of  Uie  da^  ;  the  character  of  the 
expectoration  is  quite  changed,  being 
destitute  of  odour,  and  in  appearance 
merely  mucus.  He  lies  iudiH'creutljr  on 
either  tide,  though  more  comfortablr  on 
the  left  than  tbe  right ;  has  a  good  ap. 
petite,  sleeps  M  f  11,  and  considers  himself 
to  be  iu  a  htrunifcr  and  better  state  of 
health  than  he  nas  been  in  for  two 
years. 

Laennec  states  that  he  has  seen  seve- 
ral cases  terminate  favonrnbly :  be  has 
not,  however,  given  the  particulars  of 
anj.  On  searcning  into  tbe  books  in 
my  own  library,  I  find  a  favourable  case 
quoted  from  the  Kevuc  Medicale,  in 
Dr.  Johnson's  Jouriial,  vol.  ix.  new 
series,  p.  IfSS ;  and  there  msj  be  other 
cases  on  record,  for  I  have  not  had  an  ou- 
)»ortunityof  referrinpf  t'>  nny  ni]\or  works 
iliau  those  immediately  w  iiiiiu  my  reach. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  I  find, 
In  tbe  Gazette  des  Hdpitanx^  of  tbe 
2Sth  ult.,  an  account  of  five  cases  of 
g^aiij^rene  of  tbe  lungs,  treated  at  I<a 
Pitie,  by  M.  Lc  Baron  Louis;  tw.  f 
tbcm  tenninatcd  in  rccnvery.  M.  Louis 
considers  fumisfations  of  chlorine  as  one 
of  the  best  means  of  treatment.  Like 
many  other  FreniA  pathologists,  be  is 
of  opinion  that  gangrene  ol  the  liinifs 
is  analotrous  to  pustule  maliyne^  and 
thai  It  is  not  consecutive  to  inflamma- 
tion. In  the  case  which  I  have  de. 
tailed,  it  appears  to  mc  to  be  doubtful 
whether  the  inflammatory  symptoms  re- 
sulted Irom  the  gangrene,  or  the  gan- 
l^rene  fnim  the  inflammation :  I  rather 
incline  to  think  that  the  former  was  the 
case,  tin-  p  ifi*  iit  bad  been  exposed 
to  none  oi  the  caustes  of  pneumonia  or 
pleuritis,  and  the  sjmptoms  seemed  ra- 
thcr  to  indicate  a  partial  than  a  general 
inflammation. 

J.  W.  C. 
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SUOGSSTEO  AMENDICEMTS  OF 
THE  APOTHECARIES'  ACT. 

To  tkt  Editor  of  the  Moditmt  GmtU, 
Sir, 

That  there  are  defects  in  the  Apotheca- 
ries' Act  f>r  1815  cuiiiiot  be  dennHl,  aiul 
that  some  alterations  and  additions  to 
that  Act  mi^ht  be  made  with  benefit  to 
the  public  is  equally  manifest;  but  the 
Apothecaries'  Company  cannot  be  ex- 
pected, with  the  experience  they  have 
nad  of  parliamentary  proceedinps,  to 
introduce  the  subject  to  tht-  considera- 
tiiui  of  the  legislature.  That  body,  in 
the  year  1825,  endeavoured,  through  the 
urebeut  Lord  Chancellor  (then  a  uiem- 
oer  of  the  House  of  Commons,)  to  re- 
medy some  of  the  defects  of  the  Act  of 
1815;  but  their  intentions,  a(\er  incur- 
ring- a  very  ip-cat  expense,  were  defeated 
by  a  clause  which  was  added  in  the 
House  of  Peers,  restricting  the  hei  i  fi  ( > 

of  the  in''n»<Mre  to  otie  vcar.  At  tij  if 
time  liic  bcuiii.sh  aulhuruics  attempted 
to  procure  for  their  ^pniduates  and  licen- 
tiates the  same  pnvilefifc  as  they  are 
nowseekingtooblain— tfierij:!>t,Ttame!y, 
to  practise  as  apothecaries  iu  Kuglunil ; 
and  although  they  did  not  acctmiplLsh 
their  purpose,  they  were  not  altogether 
detV  nff  rl,  since  it  may  1)<*  imagined,  al- 
though it  may  not  be  said,  that  this  re- 
stricting clause  was  the  result  of  Scottish 
infiuence,  and  that  the  hope  of  haTing 
another  opportunity  of  trying  their  luck 
was  the  secret  motive  for  suggesting 
such  a  clause.  The  Company,  however, 
grown  wise  by  experience,  and  perhaps 
aware  of  the  true  intent  of  this  Scottish 
maufi  in  re,  have  not  since  afforded  them 
such  an  opportunity.  As  the  subject  is 
now  again  likeljr  to  be  biought  before 

Sarliament,  I  think  there  can  be  little 
oubt  that  the  Company  wouM  ruani- 
fc&t,  if  applied  to,  the  same  disposition 
to  concur  in  amendments,  as  they 
evinced  in  originating  the  bill  of  IS25; 
and  if  tlie  Art  ])nssed  in  that  year  could 
be  revived  w  iliiout  the  limitation  clause, 
it  would  remore  many  of  the  inconve* 
niences  rcsidtiDg  from  the  Act  of  1815; 
but  iti  order  to  r'-juler  the  measure  more 
complete,  I  would  hugg^t  the  following 
additions ;  namely,  chiuses 

1.  To  reduce  the  apprenticeship  liom 
five  to  three  years. 

2.  To  render  any  person  eligible  to  be 
examined  who  had  been  for  three 


years  an  articled  mipil  to  aphysielan, 

and  who  shfMild  •jiv.'  sati'^tnrtory 
proof  of  a  sulhciciit  medical  eiluca- 
tion. 

3.  To  render  digible  for  examination 

any  doctor  of  medicine  who  had 
taKen  his  dcirrcc  at  a  iinivrrsity  re- 
quiring  a  rei»ideuce  uf  not  lesi>  thau 
three  years. 

4.  To  require  that  every  person,  pre- 
viously to  bis  being  bound  as  an  ap- 
prentice, should  giye  evidence  by 
examination  of  his  being  sufficiently 
wdl  acquainted  with  the  Litin  lan- 
guage. 

5.  To  impose  a  certain  penalty  ou  any 
apothecary  who  shovld  employ,  as  a 
otsitiny  assistant,  any  person  net 

qualified  to  practise  as  an  apothecary; 
and  to  impose  a  certain  penalty  on 
any  apothecary,  or  chemist  and  drug- 
gist,  who  should  employ,  aa  a  eon- 
pounder  of  nudicine,  any  prr<5on 
who  ha<l  not  reeeived  a  certilicate 
of  his  qualiticatiuu  to  act  as  such 
assistant. 

If  you  concur  \yith  me  in  thinking 
that  these  suggestions  would  be  ira- 

f»roTements  on  me  present  state  of  the 
aw,  perhaps  you  witt  insert  them  in 
your  journal. — I  am,  sb. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

Amicus. 

Vsf  S8,  IflBS. 

APOTHECARIES'  REFORMERS. 
MARKS  ON  MAXILLA  INFERIOR, 
BT  HOLARIS. 


To  tho  Editor  of  tkt  Modieml  Gozotto. 
Sir, 

Your  corr^pondent  Maxilla  Inferior 
is  ail  niMn«'!Ttq"  person.  After  threaten, 
ing  tiic  week  oefore,  that  he'd  do, 
and  he'd  do,  and  he'd  do"— aAer  pro* 
mising,  in  short,  that  he  would ''seize 
the  lion  in  his  den,"  (his  very  wortls, 
as  I  remember),  he  comes  down  on  Sa- 
turday last  to  the  combat,  with  a  pair 
of  koimt,  which  he  acknowledgea  to 
have  borrowed  for  the  occasion,  i^t  us 
see  what  these  same  weapons  of  offence 
are  made  of, — for  there  is  not  the  least 
dan;;<  r  in  catching  hold  of  them. 

The  horns,  then,  of  Maxilla  (always 
Inferior,  as  he  modestly  announces 
himself,)  are  presented  to  us  in  the 
shape  of  the  following  dUenuna.  The 


^  kjui^uo  i.y  Google 
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f^tiestion  is  about  the  provincial  educa- 
tion procurt'd  uuder  tke  rtgulatioos  of 
the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  and  tUa  it 
the  fomiidahle  reply  put  into  the  nicHglli 
of  the  Scotch  Colleges  by  MaxiiJa : — 

**  lilither  this  provincial  education  is 
better  than  the  Scotch,  or  it  is  noL  If 
it  is  better,  the  Scotch  licentiates  will 
not  succeed  in  competltif*?)  with  their 
Eug^lish  rivals.  If  it  be  iwt  better,  it 
wuut  be  worte,  and  ought  not  to  be 
supported  by  lavr,  to  the  obnoQs  detri- 
ment of  the  publir." 

Horn  I.  How  know  youj good  master 
Msxilla,  that  nen  of  infenor  edueatiou 
flrtl/iM>l  Jire^«tftf,  under  the  new  reg-imc,in 
competition  with  men  better  rducat<'(l  ?  Is 
it  to  at  present,  as  regards  the  medical 
profession  ?  Or  has  it  ever  been  so  ?  Or 
IS  the  new  Apothecaries'  bill  to  breed  a 


radical  n-fonu  ni  Iniman  natu 


And 


are  the  St.  Johu  Longs  in  tuturc  to 
stand  upon  their  intrinsic  merits,  and 
be  estimated  by  the  publie  according  to 
the  real  knowledge  they  possess?  ^w)^', 
if  this  be  the  casr,  there  is  uo  room  for 
further  argument  about  tiic  matter :  au 
act,  ahr,  wmch  will  be  followed  by  such 
desirable  consequences,  as  your  corre- 
spondent says,  can  want  no  further  rc- 
i;4>nunendation.  But  Maxilla  does  not 
see  that  in  btandishing  this  ssaertion  bjr 
way  of  an  argiioent,  he  assumes  the 
whole  matter  at  i^^^ue. 

Horn  2.  This  is  the  most  amusing 
man  M^qmiur  I  h«Te  met  widi  Ibr  a  \img 
time.  So  if  a  thing  is  noi  better  than 
another,  it  must  be  worse :  it  cannot  be 
erjually  good!  Because  3  is  not  equal 
to  3^,*thereforc  it  must  be  less  than  3! 
<Hi,  Maxilla  Inferior !  is  this  one  of  the 
weapops  with  which  you  g-o  forth  to 
attack  the  lion  in  his  den  ?  Have  you 
uo  nails,  or  ieeth  (with  all  your  nom  de 

Crre) — nothing  but  these  buckram 
ns  to  {grapple  with? 
It  is  clear,  sir,  that  Maxilla  is  "  xans 
tecth,'^  or  iu  the  state  of  second  child- 
hood, when  he  has  recourse  to  such  non- 
sense,  with  a  hope  of  supportiii;^  tb  it 
side  of  the  question  wri!<h  ( invitd 
M incrva )  he  has  uuderlakeii  to  advocate. 
His  play  upon  the  word  "  sufficient"  (in 
the  Apothecaries'  Act),  which,  aAer  his 
invincible  dilemma,  he  con<l('-»cends  to 
tCMss  in  a  variety  of  curious  ways — 
strildnig  tibe  eye  with  the  freauent  xepe- 
Ution  of  italics,  is  »  sad  eznibitiim  of 
puerility.  And  I  may  add,  as  I  have  al- 
luded totheitalics,  that  he  quotes  in  the 
beginning  of  bis  letter  the  (bUowing 


words  of  the  memorial  to  Lord  Mel- 
bourne: tbat  "their  regulations  have 
most  essentia]! J  imnrared  the  schools 
of  medicine  in  England,  as  well  as  the 
state  of  medical  science  in  ffeneral^**-^ 
as  if  he  meant  «tomething  deep  by  the 
stjle  of  his  ti»pography.  I  expected, 
sir,  to  find  at  least  the  clause  in  italics 
controverted:  but  no,  —  "blr^sed  are 
those^  who  expect  notbmfr,"  —  and  the 
less,  it  would  seem,  from  Maxilla  iw/c- 
wor  the  better.*-!  am.  sir, 

Yonr  Teiy  humole  servant, 

MoLanis. 

Juiie  3,  If  3d. 


ANALYSES  AMnMOTICESor  BOOKS. 


"  Lt'Auleur  se  tue  a  alioDger  ce  que  le  iectcur  vt 
Me  k  aMlcr.'^D'ALSiiBaaT. 


The  Cyehpmdut  ofPr^ifitMMedkiHe, 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  we  obserre 
that  this  national  work  is  going  fonvard 
cleverly  and  steadily.  The  pn'sent  part 
contains  Irom  Paralysis  to  Plethora  in- 
clusive. Of  the  article  Paralysis,  wo 
will  take  leave  to  say  lliat  it  reflects 
upon  its  atithor,  Dr.  R.  B.  Todd,  a  very 
bigh  degree  of  credit :  he  liua  treated 
his  subject  with  ability,  skill,  and  re- 
search, leaving  little  tube  desired.  Dr. 
ir»»|v  's  article— Pericarditis,  also  pos- 
sesses much  merit.  And  if  we  were 
to  point  out  any  other  part  of  the 
present  number  specidly  deserving 
of  commendation,  we  should  lay 
our  linger  on  Dr.  Carsweirs— Perfo- 
ration of  the  Viscera.  By  the  way, 
we  wish  some  less  objectionable  dic- 
tionary headings  had  been  adopted,  in 
respect  to  the  last-mentioned  and  cer- 
tain other  arUcles  in  tlie  work :  few  in- 
quirers  would  dream  of  looking-  for  mat- 
ters here  treated  under  the  trivial  titles 
which  some  of  them  have  g-ot.  Death 
by  lightning  or  drowning,  for  exam- 
ple^who  would  expect  to  find  under 
"  Persons  found  dead  ?"  The  probabi- 
lity, in  this  latter  instance,  is,  that  the 
title  "  Dead,"  or  Death."  which  would 
obTionsIj  hem  been  tne  proper  one 
under  wliich  to  treat  the  various  kinds 
of  dissolution,  was  overlooked  in  the 
early  numbers,  an4  Persons,''  in  con- 
sequsncoy  a^tcd  ns  n  |w  atfer.  This 
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ouirht  to  he  rectifird  >>v  a  copious  verbal 
mdex— which  we  would  suggest  the 
propriety  of  giving  along  wiw  the  IMt 
put.  We  have  onlv  further  to  remaric, 
Siat  not  a  few  (»f  the  articles  appear  to 
us  ratlier  iiionlinately  long:  let  the 
Editors  exercise  their  prcn»gative  of  eur- 
tailment  in  due  time,  or  we  doubt  if 
they  will  be  able  to  bring  the  work  to  a 
close,  as  they  promise,  within  tuentjr 
parts. 

Hortut  MedicMi  or  Figurei  and  De- 
scriptions of  rte  more  impertant 
Plants  used  in  Medicine,  or  possessed 
nf  Poimnnns  Qualities  ;  Vc  Sc.  By 
Geohoe  Graves,  F.L.b.  and  J.  D. 
JSIoRRiEs,  M.D.  Edinburgh. 

This  w  ork,  of  which  two  fascicul!  axe 
now  befote  us,  recommends  itself  by  the 
▼eiy  creditable  manner  in  w  hich  it  is 
got  up.    The  plates  arc  well  executed, 
beautifully  coloured,  and  accompanied 
by  letterpress  in  which  all  that  seems 
111  ( (lliil  for  tlie  medical  inqiiirer  is  set 
forth.    From  the  works  of  Orfila,  Chris- 
tison,  and  other  eminent  toxieologistis, 
ample  illustradons  of  the  princMKil  ve- 
getable poisons  are  selected,  while  tor 
ll.c  nu<fli  inal  idants  and  their  virtues 
a  host  ot  botanists  native  and  foreign  arc 
quoted  as  authorities.    If  we  be  nghtlj 
inforroed,  that  the  Hortns  is  not  to  ex- 
cecd  four  fasciculi,  making  altop-ether 
no  more  Uiau  a  single  thin  quarto  vo- 
lumc,  the  compaclncse  as  well  ee  the 
goodness  of  the  woik  can  hatdly  be  too 
much  pnbed. 

Xhe  Dissector.  By  R.I>SWBTForsjf  r, 
Surgeon.  Part  L— Accompanied  by 
The  DemoHitrator,  Part  I. 

The  anatomical  arrangements  in  the 

Dissector  are  ingenious — but  not  trery 
original ;  for  not  only  does  the  layer- 
uponJayer  system  of  Dr.  Azoux's  man 
sipersSfe  any  claim  which  Mr.  For^tor 
might  set  up  as  to  j^riority  of  inveutiou, 
but  w  e  recollect  having  i*ecn  some  years 
agd  a  work  on  pieciaely  the  same  pnn- 
ciple  as  the  one  before  us.  This  we 
have  lliought  it  iier.ssary  to  say,  in 
con!»equcnce  oi  a  sUtcment  in  the  pre- 
face  to  the  Dcmmirtmtor.  In  the  Dis- 
eector  it  is  intended  to  represent  all  the 
parts  of  ibe  hnm^n  bmlv  as  large  aa  hie 
{or  ih'Mh  rather)  i  and  the  first  faficictdos 
gi*  ea  Lkc  hand  and  foieaim,io  oqntnted 


that  as  we  turn  over  the  leaves  we  have 
the  results  of  aucceaiive  stages  of  the 
pfoeeaa  of  dissection.   We  have  ^cat 

doubts  of  tlic  utility  of  h11  tr^^r''\<-'^» 
works  wliich  tend  to  convey  il*c  uotiou 
that  actual  uracticai  anatomy  maj  be 
dispensed  with. 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

Suturdapt  Jtm*  8, 1838. 


•*  Lictt  oWBltat,  ilctt  ctlun  nlbl,  dlffnltatem 
^.fiv.W.c*  iuerl{  pot«tt«s  mod*  VMiUndl  In 
uuUllcuoi  »tL  djcBiMll  perlcaltm  MCM©» 

ClCBWOw 


EDINBURGH  SURGEONS— ENG- 
LISH APOTHECARIES. 
The  Honourable  Under-Secretary  for 
the  Hotue  Department  mn^t  be  very 
much  amu-^cd   with  the  -nii])licity  of 
those  who  iinan^ined  that  tiicir  represen- 
tations on  the  subject  of  tlie  Apotheca- 
rics'  Act  had  produced  any  effect  upon 
his  mind,  or  led  him  to  paase  in  his 
course  of  legislation.   Lofd  Melbonme, 
nideed,  acknowledged  that  the  sabjeet 
was  one  beaet  with  difficulty,  and  re- 
quiring much  iuTCstigation;  but  in  the 
fkee  of  this  dedaratioo,  a  bill,with  a  copy 
of  which  we  present  om  readet8,and  we 
believe  the  Tcry  one  manufactured  some 
months  ago  in  Edinburgh,  has  been 
brought  into  the  House  of  Commons ; 
and,  before  what  we  now  write  he  in  the 
hands  of  our  readers,  will  probably  have 
passed  through  its  second  stajre. 

The  contending  parties  in  Edinburgh 
and  London  may  tliercforc  cease  to  is- 
sue any  more  nninifestoes  ;  tliose  of  the 
former  are  not  necessary,  and  the  latter 
are  useless :  if  the  bill  be  stopped  in  ita 
progress,  it  wiU  be  by  other  eansea  than 
any  rhetoric  which  they  contain.  Forour- 
aelves,  we  object  to  it  on  several  grounds: 
first,  thai  it  i»  n  partial  measure,  not 
proceeding  on  the  broad  principle  of  the 
public  good,  but  got  up  in  a  comer  to 
serve  the  Scottish  Colleges,  and  plea^ic 
certain  parties  aqiposed  to  be  more  in- 
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fluciiti^l  Uiaii  ihe  Eiiglij»ij  Aptitli<  caries; 
aud,  (N^condljr,  because  wc  fear  thut  the 
correction  of  a  ptitHmlar  suppubcd 
giimnoe  is  to  be  looked  upon  m  ta 
indiotion  that  no  general  meatore 
of  iiii]norenient  In  the  medical  iiro- 
ftaainn  is  in  contemplation.  Ik  ie  on 
tfaia  latter  gnmnd  tliat  oar  onlj  hopes 
are  founded  that  opposition  will  be  of- 
fined  to  it  on  the  second  reading'.  We 
have  heard,  indeed,  that  the  langfuagc 
need  at  the  Home  Office  is,  let  us 
hare  this  Bill  now,  and  we  shall  not 
object  to  a  gt^neral  inquirj  next  season 
a  THodc  of  proceediiif^-  which  appeal's 
to  us  very  like  hanging-  a  innn  tirst 
and  trying-  him  afierwartls.  Besides,  is 
the  tenure  of  office  so  little  precarious 
djal  any  one  should  run  the  risk  of 
committitig  an  injustice  no\F,  on  the 
doubtful  contingency  of  being  able  to 
correct  it  hereafler  ?  No ;  if  there  is  to 
be  any  inquiry,  let  U  come  fitft,  and 
legislation  afiovatds. 

That  there  are  several  things  in 
Ae  Apothecaries*  Act  which  are  ob- 
jcctionahle,  we  hafe  alwaj^  held,  and 
we  ahoold  have  been  w^  pleased 
to  see  them  aniemlctl ;  but  in  what  man- 
ner the  admission  of  members  of  the 
£dinblii^h  College  of  Surgeons  to  prac- 
tise medicine  in  England  is  calculated 
to  effect  this  desirable  object,  we  confess 
ourselves  tmableto  perceive.  It  appears 
to  us,  that  nothing  short  of  a  parlia- 
mentary inquiry  into  the  state  of  the 
medical  profession  in  this  country  would 
meet  the  exigencies  ol  ilic  case,  or  sa- 
tisfy the  great  body  of  practitioners  that 
their  interests  were  fully  attended  to, 
and  tiietr  jnst  claims  impartially  weigh- 
ed. Neither  ean  we  refHun  from  ex* 
pfessing  our  opinion,  that  the  Sbcietj- 
of  Apothecaries,  as  representing  tbe 
general  praetitionOT  of  England,  to 
the  number  of  abore  10,000--4nd  as  the 
body  through  the  mediimi  of  which 
sodi  great  and  incteasiog  improTements 


have  been  cfTccted  in  thesUte  of  niedi. 
<  ;il  odiualiua  in  this  country — have  not 
been  treated  with  all  the  c  nsidi  r  itmn 
which  might  have  been  exjx  ctcd  ;  nor 
can  we  help  suspecting  that  the  govern- 
ment has  been  imbued  with  some  tine- 
tare  of  that  feefing  which  the  Scottish 
memorialists  display  when  they  taunt 
their  brethren  in  the  south  with  deriring 
their  subsistence  fiom  **  a  preposterous 
})rofusion  in  the  prescription  of  drugs.** 
This  expression,  as  well  as  various 
others,  in  reference  to  the  system  of  edu- 
cation  now  pursued  in  London,  shews 
how  little  the  Edinbuigh memorialists sie 
aware  of  the  great  changes  which  hare 
been  ffir  some  years  in  progrSH,  and 
how  much  the  "  general  practitioner" 
of  the  present  rlay  differs  from  the 
"apothecary" of  tomier times — ff»r  whom 
they  appear  to  cntcrfaiu  sd  i  roiound  a 
contempt.  As  aii  iIlui>Li  ;ition  of  tlieir  ig- 
nocanoe  with  respect  to  tbestatc  of  educa- 
tion, we  may  sllude  to  their  remarks 
about  the  length  of  the  London  courses^ 
which  they  say  seldom  exceed  fbrtjr.five 
lectures.  Nuw  the  fact  is  so  far  other- 
wise,  diat  the  most  important  branches 
of  medical  science  occupy  one  continued 
course,  from  October  to  May  induave, 
at  the  chief  schools  in  London.  Nor 
can  we  look  upon  it  as  any  advantage 
possessed  by  the  Edinburgh  school,  that 
subjects  differing  so  prodigiously  in  im- 
portance and  extent,  as  do  the  various 
branches  of  medicine,  should,  in  so  many 
in!>ianccs,  be  treated  of  at  the  same 
length  ;  —  that  the  "  institutes  of  medi- 
cine," for  example,  and  the  "  practice  of 
physic,"shouId  each  be  made  to  occupy  the 
same  space ;  to  effect  which  the  former 
must  be  extended  to  the  most  wearisome 
and  useless  minuteness,  whilst  the  latter 
must  be  at  least  compaiatirelj  elliptical 
and  deleedve.  The  essential  difference 
between  the  system  of  education  in 
Edinlturgh  and  London  is  this:  that  ill 
the  former  (as  the  above  Act  with  regards 
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to  Uie  lengdi  of  ooimes  wwild  imply)  U  b' 
mate  abftnctortbeotetieal ;  In  tlbe  lit- 
ter nune  precise  and  practiML  The 
fiuiner  is  well  calculated  Uvr  men  who 
baTe  ptenoualjr  spent,  or  are  aflerwards 
to  wipen^,  a  considerable  time  in  hospital 
attendance ;  llic  latter  is  decidedly  bet- 
ter ndapted  for  those  who  are  nt  once  to 
enter  ujv>n  the  biisiiu'ss  of  tin  ii  profes- 
j.ion  J II  other  ww(U,  the  Loudon  sys- 
tem sooner  gives  the  siatlcnt  a  practical 
acquaintance  w  ith  disea-se  ;  and  this  is 
only  >vhat  tiii<^ht  be  expected  from  the 
great  superioritj  of  its  hospitab.  In 
Edinburgh  there  are  700  students,  and 
one  infinaaiy  eontaining  S50  beds:  in 
London  there  are  1000  students,  and 
numerous  hospitals  contauiinf  2310 
beds.  In  the  Ibfiacr,  the  crowd  rendeis 
it  impossible  for  the  student  to  become 
familiar  with  the  disease;  in  the  lat- 
ter, the  opportunities  are  abundant,  and 
the  field  of  experience  ample  enoTiq;h 
for  all  the  reapers.  There  is  another 
point,  too,  in  which  the  advantage  in 
I<ondon  is  proili^ious  :  ^ve  nu  an  as  re- 
gards niorhid  anatomy,  many  of  the 
hospitals  havinj^  theatres  in  which  the 
causes  of  death  are  examined,  and  the 
pathological  phenomena  displayed  in 
the  most  instruetiTe  manner.  We  pro- 
test, therefore,  against  tbe  assniaed 
superiority  of  the  EdinbwKb  sobool;  and 
we  diould  haTo  entered  more  into  detail 
in  regard  to  Ibe  manner  in  which  the 
courses  in  London  are  condneted,  bad 
\sv  not  had  occasion  to  enter  Tcrj' 
luUy  into  the  sul^^t  some  months 
ago,  in  consequence  of  the  learned  lec- 
turer on  medicine  in  Gower-strectharing- 
ha/ank'd  the  extraordinary  statement 
tliat  the  school  to  which  lie  is  attached 
was  the  (»nly  one  in  tlie  metropolis  at 
which  extended  courses  were  giren  on 
medical  subjects. 

From  the  copy  of  tlic  proposed  Bill, 
wbieb  we  subjoin,  we  gaUier  that  it 
is  intended  to  give  tbe  diplomatists  of 


•n  tbe  tmivenfitici  and  cdkigee  Mftb 
of  tbe  Tweed  tbe  prinkfe  of  pne* 

tisin<r  in  England  ae  apotbectiies;  and 
while  tbe  fidinborgh  College  of  Sor^ 

geona  is  put  prominently  forward,  that 
of  London  is  altogether  excluded.  The 
mark  of  the  cloven  foot  is  here  inde- 
libly stamped  npon  the  Rill,  and  tbe 
place  of  its  mannlacturc  convincingly 
hctravf  d.  But  it  is  quite  clear  that 
the  matter  ciinnot  rest  here.  It  is  not 
to  be  suppuitcil  that  the  Txindon  College 
of  Surgcuus  vvill  fail  to  claim,  ur  cau 
possibly  be  denied,  privileges  with  re- 
gard  to  England  wbieb  are  gienteil 
to  tbeir  eompeers  in  the  noftb;  nei- 
tber  wouU  it  be  fair  to  refuse  to 
tbe  Irisb  College  what  was  conceded 
to  all  other  similar  institutions  in  tbe 
kingdom.  The  result  of  this  would 
be  the  total  annihilation  of  tbe  Apo» 
thecaries  as  an  independoit  eovponu 
tion  ;  for  while  we  should  have  one  set 
of  colIci^r>s  g^ranting"  degrees  in  medi- 
cine, ;iim1  another  sot  liceiising  in  sur- 
gery, lnuh  In  iiicheswruld  equally  Consti- 
tute tlie  holder  ot  their  diploma  an 
apothccarv  ;  for  the  povvti  of  j)ractising 
as  such  sliouUl  become  an  appendage 
of  the  other,  which  he  might  or  might 
not  avail  himself  of,  indeed,  but  which, 
if  be  desired  to  do  so,  be  would  not 
bare  to  seek  elsewbere  to  attam. 
Had  this  arrangement  been  limited 
to  the  holders  of  diplomas  in  medicine 
it  would  have  been  different ;  but  the  re* 
suit  of  applying  it  to  licentiates  in  sur- 
geiy  would  be  to  bring  back,  in  its  full 
force,  the  evil  from  which  we  arc  but  just 
eser^|»ing — wcmcantliat  of  restricting  the 
pupil's  attention  to  tlie  easier  and  more 
elementary  branch  of  the  healing  art — 
and  which,  as  it  is  at  the  same  time  the 
more  strikuig  to  the  sen^,  would,  as 
heretofore,  constitute  the  alpha  and 
omega  of  his  siodies.  Corporate  bodies, 
wbo  do  not  etamine  and  grant  letiert 
testimonial  as  to  qualifications  of  tbe 
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|)jirty  in  regard  to  medicine^  ouglil  not, 
Kurel/,  to  be  suflercd  to  confer  licenses  to 
practise  diat  department  ofthc  art,  to  the 
Inmledge  of  which,  pnmmd  bjtfae 
licenaed,  they  do  not  eertifyl 
The  Ediabiiigh  College  of  Sutgeons 
eaj  of  tlieir  dipkmatiit^  only  that  he  hi 
^md  arttm  cbieoboicam  extreendam 
^iHMl  fMxime  parntus.^^  Now  we  are 
ij  BO  Bieaiia  vtickleis  for  the  division 
between  medicine  and  surgery  being 
drawn  with  too  rig-id  a  precision  ;  nay, 
wc  admit  that  the  healing-  art  is  '*  one 
and  indivisible;"  but  identity  of  prin- 
ciple  and  purpose,  wLicL  this  and  simi- 
lar expressions  are  intended  to  imply, 
by  no  means  carry  with  liitui  ihe  idea 
that  the  subject  in  not  very  extensive — 
ia  not  composed  of  cUfferent  parta— and 
that  a  man  maj  not  be  well  aoqnainted 
with  one  of  dieae»  and  ignofaoi  of 
another;  or,  tooometo  partictdarB,  that 
a  man  may  not  he  expert  at  redncing  a 
dblocation,orta]dng  up  an  artery,  who 
would  be  much  at  a  lose  in  treating  a 
caae  of  hysteria  or  dyspepsia ; — yet  a 
young  man,  when  he  enten»  into  prac- 
tice, may  probably  sec  fifty  cases  of 
each  of  these,  before  he  invcts  with 
one  of  the  former  ou  which  to  cJLcrcisc 
his  suririi  'i'  skill. 

But  it  is  unnecessary  to  enlarge 
farther  upon  the  subject ;  we  shall  ei- 
ther have  other  opportunities  of  revert- 
iug  to  it,  in  consequence  of  a  Commit- 
tee being  appointed,  or  the  question 
win  have  been  settled  by  onr  rulers,  with- 
out mueb  reference  to  the  merita  of  the 
queathm.  We  shall  only  tberefiwe  add, 
tliat  if  the  Scotch  College  of  Swymt 
procure  die  privilege  of  licensing  to 
praetiae  medicine  in  England,  itwiU^ 
in  onr  humble  judgment,  lead  to  eon- 
•equencca  highly  iiyurious  to  the  pre- 
sent race  of  general  practitioners,  and 
detriuicntal  to  the  interests  of  medical 
science;  while,  with  n  <^ard  to  the  Uni- 
versity ql'  Kdiubur^b,  we  must  say  that 


Uiey  vvuuld  have  appeared  to  quite  aii 
much  advantage  in  applying  to  the  go- 
irtmnent  to  procure  tha  admiiaion  of 
dieir  medical  graduates  to  the  rank  of 
Engliiih  phyHeknUf  aa  in  endeavouring 
to  proaurs  their  reoognition  aa  apoikt" 
carte*,  and  lo  obtain  for  them  the  righl 
of  aelling  medicinea  south  of  die  Tweed 
— the  only  advantage  which  the  pro- 
posed hill  can  oonftr  on  them. 

TlfE  GOWER-STREET  HOSPITAL. 

Tiff  Krverend  Mr.  Wodsworth  Ims  for- 
warded to  us  some  papers,  and  a  letter, 
iTi  cx|)lanation  of  the  circumstances 
which  led  to  his  exertions  in  behalf  of 
the  North  Loudon  Hospital  —  better 
known  as  the  Govver-Street  Valetudina- 
rium.  It  appears  by  these  documents 
diat  the  puffing  announcementa  about 
**  thedaima  of  the  projected  hospital'*— 
die  abiUty  and  diainterestcdnesa  of 
the  medical  officers'*— their  being  ^aome 
of  the  most  able  and  ezpeiienced  pracd- 
tioners  of  the  age,"  Sec.  8cc.  Sec— did  not 
originate  with  himself,  but  were  fur- 
nished to  bim !  He  only  made  the  re- 
quired statement,  and  observes,  with 
regard  to  the  professed  relinquishment 
of  fees,  that  "  as  a  clergyman  he  could 
have  no  farther  knowledge  as  to  itn 
praciiio  or  e\]n(l iviicy."  The  only 
point  ou  wliich  lie  seems  to  have  exer- 
cised his  discretion  related  to  the  amount 
of  the  alleged  sacrifice,  which  he  in- 
ftrma  ua  in  the  esdmate  givoi  to  him 
waa  reckoned  at  twdre  or  fifteen  hun- 
dred ponnda  per  annum !— but  which'  he 
reduced  to  a  thouaand,  **  that  he  might 
not  he  goil^  of  exaggeration,**  From 
ail  thta  it  would  appear  that  the  reve* 
rend  gentleman  had  been  misled  with 
regard  to  the  nature  and  objects  of  the 
institution,  by  those  immediately  inte- 
rested in  its  success ;  and  we  rejoice  tliat 
the  remarks  contained  in  our  former 
article  have  thti«  aflurdcd  to  one  of  hi? 
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sacred  calling  au  opporUmity  of  viutli- 
rjitirifj  himself  from  the  suspicion  of 
}ia\inpf  Itnowinglj  lent  his  pulpit  in 
support  of  a  job,  or  wilfully  prostituted 
the  cause  of  cliility,bj  appealing  to  the 
benerolenee  of  tfae  public  in  behalf  of  a 
prirate  apeealatioo,  which  it  is  quite 
obvious,  if  earned  on  at  all,  ought  to  he 
so  at  the  expense  of  those  for  whose 
profit  it  is  intended*. 


MEMORIAL  OF  THE  LONDON 
PHYBICUNS. 


(Tbh  following  memorial  has  been  handed 
nrand  for  signatore  within  tlx;  last  few 
days.  ^Ve  are  not  aware  of  the  reception 
whidi  H  has  met  with,  nor  whether  it  has 
fwtully  besD  presented.} 

The  Memvruil  of  th«  Phyaciant  practising  in 

Shtweth,— That  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians  in  I.<ia(lon  was  instituted  by 
charter,  granted  by  Henry  VIII.  for  the 
purpose  of  waiting  over  the  interests  of 
inetliful  sciencf',  nn'l  promoting  the  rs> 
spectability  of  tlie  uiLdicai  profession. 

That  by  certain  by-laws  ftaned  brthe 
College  of  Physicians,  the  ri^ht  of  aamis- 
sion  into  that  body  is  coniiued  to  persons 
who  have  been  educated  at  the  oniTersities 
of  Oxfoid,  Cambridge,  and  Dublin. 

YoTir  memorialists  are  humbly  of  opi- 
niou,  timt  the  hfirht  of  admission  into  this 
corporation  oQ|^t  not  to  depend  upon 
religious  teits,  but  upon  proof  of  ^ood  moral 
character,  and  adequate  general  and  pro* 
feasional  knowledge. 

Thatyi»ur  memorialist'j,  who  have  re- 
ceived their  education  in  the  university  of 
Edinbuigh,  or  in  Foreign  schools  cele- 
brated for  medical  instruction,  are  sub. 
jectcd  to  the  operation  of  by-laws,  fmmed 
in  oppoititiun  to  their  interei>ts  and  pro< 
fessional  adnmoenunt ;  that  they  are  oom* 
pelled  to  i>ay  r\  rnnsidcrable  sum  of  money 
to  a  corporation  with  which  thej  have  no 
connexion,  orer  whose  fhnda  Uiey  have  no 
control,  and  with  whose  laws  and  pro- 
ceedings they  are  quite  unacquainted. 

Were  it  required,  your  memorialists 
would  have  no  difficulty  in  showing  the 
many  evih  alTectiniT^  the  respcx^tability  of 


*  Neither  are  the  above  the  only  points  on 
which  Mr.  W«4swonh  hm  been  altfafMrned : 
the  f  cnUtnuui  to  whom  he  slates  that  he  ha« 

written  a|>on  the  subject,  neither  hat,  nor  ever 
had,  any  cennesloo  whatever  with  thU  journal. — 
BSbOAS* 
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their  profesdon,  and  the  adranoeoient  of 
medical  science,  which  result  firom  the 
narrow  and  exclusive  system  f>f  monopoly 
exercised  by  the  College  of  Phyaicians; 
the  only  eoneeivable  conssquence  of  which 
thry  tVrl  ]>er<:i!aded  is,  to  cieniB  jealousiss 
and  dissensions. 

That  yonr  meraorhUists  hsfemncli  pain 
in  referrinii:  to  tin  numerous  connicts 
which  persons,  similarly  circumstanced  as 
themselves,  have  had  to  maintain  against 
the  encroachments  of  a  corporation  whose 
obvious  interest  it  in  to  nanow  the  fisid  of 
public  competition. 

Your  memorialists  beg  to  represent,  that 
the  niirmrrms  and  artificial  divisions  in 
their  pn»fession  are  the  mult  of  the  ex- 
dnaire  priTilqpes  oonferred  on  the  different 
corporations,  the  evils  resultiuff  from 
which  tiiey  are  most  anxious  to  prove. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  humbly 
pray,  that  such  general  inquiry  may  be  in- 
stituted into  the  <;tate  of  the  medieal  ]»ro- 
fession,  as  mav  lead  to  the  framing  of  laws 
eondudre  to  the  Interest  of  iti  member^ 
as  well  as  the  adrantage  of  the  public^ 


A  BILL 

To  asMMT  OK       ^th$  FiJ>y-fiJlh  year  tf  Act 
Mqf§^y  Kmg  Gssige  Me  TIM, 

VOR  BETTER  RECrLATING  TBE  PRACTICE 
OF  APOTUECAaiES   TUROl'GUOl'T  KNO- 

t.Aif  n  Ann  walks*. 

1.  Whereas  an  Aet  was  missed  in  the 

fifty-fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  ma- 
jesty King  Ueoige  the  Third,  intituled. 
An  Aet  for  better  regulating  the  Fiaetlee 
of  Apothecaries  thronghbnt  England  and 

Wales 

2.  And  wliercui  by  the  said  recited  Act 
it  is  amongst  other  things  enacted,  That 
frfmi  imd  after  the  first  day  of  An<r««it  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  it 
dud!  not  be  lawftil  for  any  penon  (except 
a  per!»nn  alRTnly  in  prattici')  to  practise  ns 
an  apothecary  in  any  part  of  Ei^land  or 
Wales,  unless  he  shalfhavebeen  examined 
by  the  Court  of  Examiners  appointed  by 
the  Master  Wardens,  and  Society  of  the 
Art  and  3Iystery  of  Apothecaries  of  the 
City  of  London,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
and  have  received  a  certificate  of  his  being 
ditly  qualified  to  practise  as  such  firom  the 
said  Court  of  Examiners,  or  the  mi^ 
part  of  them,  a';  arnrc^nid: 

3.  And  when^  by  the  said  recited  Act 
It  is  further  piorided  and  enacted.  That 
no  person  shall  be-  admitted  to  any  sueh 
examination  for  a  certificate  to  practise  as 


•  The  words  printed  in  1  talks  an  pfSPOSSd  lO 
b«  iaccrlcd  in  Ibc  Conunillcc. 


^  kjui^uo  i.y  Google 
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an  apothecary,  unless  he  &hali  hare  served 
■n  appNiitieediip  <»f  not  Iom  Hm  tve  years 
to  an  apothecary  : 

4.  And  whereas  by  the  said  rwjled  Act 
It  is  also  further  enacted,  That  if  any  per- 
aon (except  a  person  then  actually  piae* 
tising^  shall,  after  thv  first  day  of  August 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen, 
act  or  practise  as  an  apotbeoaiyin  any 
part  of  England  or  Wales,  \%ithtnit  hav. 
ing  obtained  such  certificate  as  aforesaid, 
ereiy  perM>n  ao  oflending  shall,  for  every 
•adi  oflence,  Ibilbit  ana  pay  tlao  iiun  of 
twenty  poundu : 

5.  And  wherea.s  l)y  the  said  recited  Act 
it  it  also  further  enactad,  Tliat  no  anothe- 
can'  "^hall  be  allow  ed  Tn  recover  any  charges 
claimed  by  himi  in  any  court  of  law,  un- 
leaf  radi  apothecary  ifaaU  ptwe  on  Ae 
trill!  tlmt  he  was  in  practice  as  an  apothe- 
cary prior  to  or  on  the  said  first  day  of 
August  one  thoasand  eight  hundred  and 
fifteen,  or  that  ha  has  obtained  a  certificate 
to  prm  (ivc  ns  nn  npothecai^f  from  the  said 
Master  Wardens,  and  Society  of  Apotbe- 
eaiias  aforesaid : 

6.  And  wherra«5  another  Art  was  passed 
in  the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late 
majesty  King  George  tbe  Fourth,  intituled, 

An  Act  to  amend  and  explain  an  Act  of 
the  fifty-fifth  year  f>f  his  late  majesty,  for 
better  regulating  tlie  Praetice  of  Apothe- 
caries throiighdut  England  and  Wales,"  by 
which  some  of  the  pmvisioTis  <>f  thf  said 
first-recited  Act  were  :UiLirti  nnti  mollified  j 
bnt  tneh  laat-mentione«l  Act  had  endnr> 
ance  only  for  a  limiti  d  tinit-,  and  the  same 
expired  on  the  first  day  uf  August,  in  the 
yeu*  one  thonaand  eight  hundicd  and 
twenty -six : 

7.  And  whereas  by  the  prcjent  regulations 
of  the  universities  of  Edinburgh,  Crlasgow, 
and  Alwvdei  n,  and  of  the  Royal  I'ollcge  of 
Surgeons  of  Edinburgh,  and  of  tlir  T^ieulty 
of  l^hysicians  and  Surgeons  of  Glasgow, 
no  penon  can  be  neeived  on  trial  for  the 
degree  or  diploma  conf  rrrd  by  these  bodies, 
whnD  has  not  passed  through  an  extensive 
course  of  proftwdonal  education  and  etndy, 
fnlly  qualifying  him  to  act  as  an  apothe- 
cary or  general  medical  practitioner;  and 
a  large  proportion  of  the  medicines  actu- 
allv  prepared  and  dispensed  in  Scotland, 
nn(l  in  the  different  colonies  of  the  empire, 
is  and  has  luug  been  prepared  and  dis. 
pensed  by  persons  holding  such  degraes  or 
diplomas  as  nfort  sniil,  without  any  nthvr 
license  or  authority  j  and  it  is  there  tore 
TCaaonaUe  that  every  twAt  person  ahonld 
be  placed  up<m  the  same  footing  in  respect 
to  the  right  to  practise  as  an  apothecary  or 
general  medical  practitioner  in  England  or 
Wales,  as  any  person  examine<l  and  li- 
censed  by  the  lidd  Compnnj  of  Apothe- 
caries is  placed: 


8.  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  by  the  King's 
most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  spiritnal 
nnd  temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this  pre- 
Kcut  Parliament  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  every  person 
who  has  obtained  or  shall  hereafter  obtain 
the  d^pree  uf  Doctor  of  Medicine  fruui  one 
of  the  aforeaaid  uniT^sities,  or  a  diploma 
from  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of 
Edinburgh,  or  from  the  Faculty  of  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons  of  Glasgow,  shall  l>c 
entitled  to  practise  as  an  apothecaiy  or 
general  medical  practitioner,  nnd  to  dis- 
pense  medicines  to  his  patients  in  any 
part  of  England  or  Wales,  without  hav- 
ing  undergone  any  such  examination,  or 
received  any  such  certificate  as  by  tha 
said  leeited  Aet  of  the  fifty.lifth  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  said  late  Maji  sty  King  George 
the  Third  is  directed,  and  without  being 
liable  to  any  penalty  or  disability  what- 
soever imposM  by  the  said  Act  on  any 
person  who,  not  having  been  in  practice 
as  an  apothecary  prior  to  or  on  the  said 
Ist  day  of  August  one  thousand  ei^ht 
hundrrd  and  fifteen,  shall  without  having 
been  examined  and  received  a  certificate 
in  the  manner  directed  by  the  said  Act, 
have  commenced  i)raclice,  or  have  prac- 
tised  as  an  apothecary  in  any  part  of  £ng> 
land  or  Wales. 

9.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  no  ancli  per- 
son shiUl  l>e  obliged,  \^^  ord«  r  to  recover  in 
a  court  of  law  any  charges  claimed  by  him 
aa  an  apothecary,  to  prove  that  he  was  an 
apothecary  ]>rior  to  or  on  the  said  Ist  day 
ef  August  one  thousand  eight  bundxeii 
and  iiftiBen,  nor  that  he  had  ootained  a  oer- 
tificate  to  practise  as  an  apothecary  from 
the  saitl  master  wardens  and  society  of 
apothecaries,  but  shall  only  be  obliged  to 
prove  that  be  holds  a  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  from  one  of  the  aforesaid  univpr. 
si  ties  of  Scotland,  or  a  diploma  Irum  the 
Royal  CoH^  of  Surgeons  of  Bdinborgb. 
or  from  the  Faculty  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  of  Glasgow,  dated  prior  to  the 
time  at  which  sndi  chai|{es  so  claimed 
shall  be  alleged  to  luive  l)cen  incurred. 

10.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted, 
That  no  degree,  diploma,  or  Uoensc,  shall 
hereafter  be  conftned  by  any  of  the  afore* 
said  universities  or  medicn!  i !u  orp<irations, 
except  under  the  condition  tiiat  previously 
to  any  candidate  for  sneh  degree  or  diploma 
being  admitted  tn  examination,  he  shall 
produce  evidence  of  having  served  an  an. 
prenticeship  to  a  regularly.lieensed  mciu. 
cal  pnietitioncr  keeping  a  laboratory  f(»r 
the  dispensing  of  medicines,  or  of  having 
attended  for  at  least  mon  ths  at  the  labo- 
ratory  of  a  surgeon  or  apothecary,  or  of  an 
eRtabltshed  chemist  anti  drnusri^t,  or  of  a 
public  hospital  or  dispenmry,  and  uf  hav- 
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iitg  duriug  that  time  been  oxuaiKed  in  com- 
]»oimdiBft  and  diBpeusiug  mecUciiiea. 

11.  And  be  it  enacted  and  dfolared, 
That  the  prciduetion  of  a  diploma  under 
the  seal  of  any  one  of  the  said  universities 
of  Scotland,  nr  of  the  Royal  College  of 
8Tiri:f^>n5?  of  Edinburgh,  or  of  the  Fneulty 
ttl  i^hyaiciaus  and  Surgeons  of  Glasgow, 
■hiU  in  all  courts  <^  law  and  equity  bo 
and  be  held  to  bo  sufficient  evidence  that 
tiie  periion  named  in  such  diploma  is  cn- 
titlBd  to  the  powort  and  |>riviieges  bj  this 
Act  granted  to  any  person  to  ^^  lioui  such 
diploma  has  been  c^iven,  without  being 
obliged  to  give  further  evidence  in  regard 
to  the  same. 

12.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  so  much 
«f  the  said  first-recited  Act  as  prohibits 
tbe  Socioty  of  Apothocarioa  from  admitting 
any  per>4>n  to  examination  for  a  certiticatc 
to  {vactisc  as  an  apothecanr,  unless  he 
AtM  hmn  aerfod  an  apprentfeotliip  of  not 
lefts  tliun  five  vcars  to  an  apothocarvi  shall 
be  and  tlie  same  is  hereby  repealeiC:  Pro- 
vided always,  That  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawfiil  for  the  said  Society  of  Apothecaries 
to  make  such  h\  laws  and  regulations 
reftpecting  tbe  serving  of  appreuticcshipt 
hf  canAoatea  for  tkuAr  licenses  as  shall 
npprnr  To  the  said  Soriety  of  Apothecaries 
best  calculated  to  promote  tbe  professional 
instraction  of  sacli  cmndidales. 

13.  "  And  be  it  futlwr  eiMete<1,  That 
from  and  after  the  all  and 
every  perbou  or  ])cr.sonswho  shall  have  re« 
coifed  a  license  or  licenses,  certiticate  or 
certificates,  of  his  (»r  their  titnejis  to  prac- 
tise pharmacy,  or  the  art  of  au  apothecary, 
or  of  hie  or  ttieir  fitnesa  to  pvACtiae  snrgery, 
frorn  ntr,  of  the  societies  or  inc<»r]""'T"ations 
vMtUin  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  lawfoUk 
ondtled  to  grant  sodi  lioenasi  or  oertin> 
cates,  shall  and  may  practise  as  an  apothe- 
cary or  a9  n  surgeon  rcsjieetively,  in  and 
throughout  tliat  port  of  the  United  King- 
dom of  Urent  Britain  and  Ireland  called 
Scotland;  any  thing  in  any  charter,  gift, 
or  patent,  now  or  heretofore  in  force  in 
tfaatpvtof  the  United  Kingdom,  to  tlie 
contnury  in  any\^isc  nntwiihstinidinc:. 

1^  And  tvliereas  the  surgeons  oud 
uristant- surgeons  of  tbo  Royal  Navy,  the 
surgeons,  assjstant-suiveons,  and  a])othc- 
caries  of  his  Majesty's  land  forces,  and  the 
surgeons  and  assistant- surgeons  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  East-India  (^)mpany,  do,  pie> 
viously  to  their  admission  into  those  re- 
spective senrices,  undergo  strict  and  per- 
wet  examination  by  experienced  medical 
officers  fully  competent  thereto,  a5  to  their 
sol^etent  knowledge  and  capacity  in  aU 
tho  bisnehea  of  Hie  respectiTesolracesnBd 
professions  of  surgery  and  idiarmacy;  and 
it  is  therefore  unncccfsjiary  and  improper 
that  »udi  prohibition,  peiialliifc,  oud  di«< 


abilities, which  were  only  intended  to  |m»> 
teet  Mfl  Majesty's  subjects  againtt  tiio 
practice  of  ignorant  and  unskilful  persons, 
should  apply  to  them  :  be  it  therefiire  en- 
acted, that  from  and  after  the  passing  of 
this  Act,  it  shall  be  la^iul  tut  may  person 
who  hn^  nr  ^bnll  have  held  any  commission 
or  warrant  as  a  suiveon  or  assistaat-sur- 
geon  in  the  Royal  Navy,  or  m  surgeon, 
assistant  surgeon,  or  ap'  thr  rary,  in  any  of 
his  Majesty's  land  forces,  or  as  soigeou  or 
•setstont-surgeon  In  tiie  service  of  tbe  E«st> 
India  Company,  to  practise  in  any  part  of 
England  or  Wales  as  an  apothewiry,  or  an 
assistant  to  an  aimthecary,  to  compound 
and  dispense  medicines,  lelAout  any  oer* 
tificate  froin  the  Court  of  Examiners  of 
the  said  Society  of  Apothecaries,  or  any 
prarions  onmhmtioa  By  the  said  Coort, 
and  without  b<  inir  liable  to  any  prualtv  or 
disabili^  whatever  by  reason  of  such  prac- 
tiee;  the  sntd  VKited  Act,  or  any  other 
sutute,  law  or  usage  to  fbe  contnuy  ihttmt 
notwitbstnmding. 


ON  TIIK 

FORMATlOKi  OF  CALLUS, 

And  Iht  Mod*     Rtmedjfing  it  whm  di$eai0d 
er  (ff^sfwol* 

Ry  Baron  Diiiviren. 

From  the  "  Lc(ons  Orsles,**  publifthed  ptriodl- 
callr,  ttodcr  the  Beraa*s  InspccUoa. 


TiiEUE  is  perhaps  no  subject  in  patholo- 
gical anatomy  wbidb  has  more  ezereiaed 

the  satjaeily  of  observers,  jtnd  the  imagina- 
tion of  those  who  raise  up  hypotheses  with- 
out experience,  than  the  theorr  of  the  for- 
mation of  callus.  Two  opmions  have 
chiefly  pTe\*nilfd  in  modern  times — that  of 
Duhamel,  aiid  that  of  Bordenave.  The 
former  nttfibuted  to  the  sweUing  of  tho 
periosteum  and  medullary  membrane,  to 
their  pndongation  from  one  fragment  tu 
the  other,  and  to  their  omUloation,  the 
eons«didation  of  the  fnu'ture.  He  held 
tliat  this  re-union  took  place,  at  one  time 
by  means  of  a  simple  external  ferrule,  at 
another  by  means  of  a  double  ferrule,  one 
enveloping  the  ix  riphery  of  the  fragment, 
the  other  penctruUiiK  the  medullary  canal, 
where  it  forms  a  kind  of  wedge^  of  greater 
or  less  length. 

Bordenave  established  diiferent  princi- 
ples. He  admits  that  the  onion  and  eon. 
solfdation  of  broken  bone  takes  plaee  bv 
the  same  meclianism  as  the  hmling  of  soft 
parts :  led,  without  doubt,  to  this  idea  by 
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hat  happens  when  the  fractured  parts  tre 
ex|KMed,  he  thought  he  could  recognise  the 
existpnrr  ( Iliiiar  and  vascular  granula- 
tions tietwecii  the  iraffmenta.  According 
to  Mm  thew  gnuialatioas  united  end  be- 
icame  solid, by  the  .leposition  of  phosphiite 
of  lime  in  tli«ir  intehor.  These  doctrines, 
more  w  lets  modified,  were  received  down 
to  oar  time,  when  in  1808,  having  vnder- 
taken  to  verify  the  ideas  of  Bordenave  mul 
fiicb&t,  I  was  astonished  to  find  uuthiug 
wliicli  justified  lliem.  1  multiplied  my  re- 
Mirches,  and  was  hy  Tiumeruus  expcri 
meats  to  establish  a  tiieorj^  partly  foundcil 
on  tbnt  of  Dnhmnd,  tuid  wMcli  T  tsngbt 
in  xny  eourse  of  pathological  anatomy. 
Let  us  trace  the  most  remarkable  pheno- 
mena which  we  observe  duriug  the  time 
that  a  fkactiuml  borne  it  beooming  ceoaofi- 
dated. 

If  the  parts  be  examined  between  the 
first  and  tenth  days,  we  find  an  extravasa- 
tion of  blood  round  the  fra^ients,  be- 
tween them,  and  in  the  medullary  canal. 
The  ecchymosis  may  extend  to  very 
distant  parts.  Inflammation  and  tame- 
faction  ti>  a  considerable  extent  is  de- 
velopvd  at  the  irritated  points.  Thefleshy 
fibres  heronie  confoanded  with  the  in« 
flam  (1  (  (  lliilar  tissue,  and  soon  cease  to 
be  distinguiHliable  from  other  parts.  The 
periostemn  heonmes  red  and  swollen,  is 
softened,  and  pours  out  a  reddish  serous 
fluid  between  it  and  the  portions  of  bone 
which  it  covers.  The  medullary  tissue 
becomes  tumefied  and  inflamed,  eflfaciitg 
by  degrees  the  canal  ^^hu•ll  tlif-  centre 
or  the  bone  presents.  The  marrow  be- 
comes in  some  mcasore  fleshy,  and  unites 
to  that  nf  the  opposite  side.  If  we  c\a 
mine  what  is  going  on  with  regard  to 
the  ftagmeats,  we  find  the  clot  which  se- 
parates them  to  be  absorbed  in  a  few  days, 
and  replaced  by  a  L^elatinous  secretion. 
From  tne  fourth  to  the  sixth  day  the  sur- 
faces of  the  ftaeture  are  oovcrad  with  a 
reddish  •^iih-  tance,  of  a  downy  appearance, 
but  which  is  not  always  present.  From 
tiie  tenfli  to  the  twenty-nftn  day  the  tume- 
faction  of  the  soft  parts  iHconus  more 
solid;  its  adherence  to  the  intermediate 
substance  of  the  fragments  appears  every 
day  more  intimate;  the  muscles  resume 
their  wonted  aspect  and  Hi  net  ions.  The 
tumor,  which  I  have  called  tumeur  du  cat, 
AminMies  in  extent,  and  separates  from 
the  <«urrotindinp;  parts;  the  tissue  which 
composes  it  is  homogeneous,  like  fibro-car- 
tilage,  and  difieult  to  divide.  If  detach- 
ed, it  is  foand  to  consist  of  fibres  parallel 
to  tile  axis  of  the  fractured  bone  The 
swiillcn  medullary  membrane  is  trans- 
formed into  fibro-cartilage,  and  progres- 
sively narrows  the  ccntriil  rmity  of  the 
bone,  till  it  finisheB  by  wholly  oblitcrat- 

lagit 


In  proportion  as  we  advance  in  theexa- 
minatiott  of  the  formation  of  the  callus, 

we  observe  other  particulars ;  the  process 
may  go  on  to  the  twenty -fifth,  fortieth,  or 
even  sfactieOi  day.  In  weakly  subjects  the 
work  is  notcomplctcd  under  three  months. 
The  lardaccnus  and  fibrous  mass  which 
constitutes  the  "  tumor  of  the  callus,"  and 
which  entirely  envelopes  the  fragments, 
hrcomes  by  dcc^'cs  eartilas^nous.  To- 
^^  ards  the  end  of  the  time,  tiie  fragments 
are  included  in  die  centre  of  stdid  ferrule, 
which  adheres  to  them  throni^h  the  whole 
extent  of  the  outer  surface.  Externally 
this  ferrule  is  covered  by  thickened  perios- 
teum, which  passes  into  that  coverinir  tlu' 
sound  portions  of  the  bone.  The  celluiar 
tissue  in  the  neighbourhood  is  still  in  a 
condensed  state.  The  soft  substance  which 
was  interpo>^^(  d  between,  in  fragments,  has 
now  become  more  dense  and  more  adhe- 
rent  to  the  extremities  of  the  bone,  but  is 
yet  far  from  unftinLr  tlii  zu  in  a  [lerfcct 
manner.  The  central  peg  continues  to 
be  prolonged  towards  the  extremities, 
mpidly  increases  in  (  onsisti-nee,  and  soon 
forms  a  very  solid  cylinder  of  bone.  It  is 
usually  at  this  period  that  the  apparatus  is 
lemoved,  but  tnis  callus  is  not  yet  to  re- 
main ;  consequently,  I  havenn^Ti'  d  it  the 
*'  provisional  callus,"  to  point  out  that  na- 
ture removes  it  to  establish  other  means  of 
union  between  the  fVa:;ments. 

From  the  third  to  llie  fifth,  evCn  to  the 
sixth  montli,  the  tumor  of  the  callus  be- 
comes gradually  more  compact,  and  tlie 
central  portion  undergoes  the  same  trans- 
formation. The  substance  between  the 
fragments  acquires  all  the  characters  and 
consistence  of  compnt  1 1h>ne,  diflerinij  only 
in  colour.  It  is  the  traus^formation  of  this 
substance  into  bone  that  I  have  called  the 
"  definitive  callus."  In  die  concluding 
period  of  the  formation  of  callus,  the  cen- 
tral purtion  lK*ct»mes  Icfs  dense;  cells  ap- 
pear in  its  interior;  it  is  converted  into  a 
reticular  tissue,  which  itself  finally  <li^;ip- 
pears,  and  leaves  the  central  canal  of  the 
none  pcrftctly  free.  The  cells  are  then 
lined  with  a  medullary  membrane.  After 
the  establishment  ot  the  canal  of  the 
bone  it  becomes  continuous  with  the  lin- 
ing membrane  which  secretes  the  marrow. 
The  external  portion  of  the  ]  roTi'if>nRl 
callus  also  finishes  by  di.sap})eanng.  It  is 
to  be  nndentood  that  the  diflTaent circum- 
stances of  fractures  produce  some  slight 
varieties  in  those  which  attend  the  callus. 
Thus,  when  the  ftnctored  bones  ride,  the 
interior  portion  or  peg  is  not  fouml,  and 
tlt^  Fnm»*  happens  when  the  bone  has  no 
medullary  euvitv. 

To  recapitulate: — The  reunion  of  bone 
generally  offers  the  followine:  phenomena: 
1.  Eflfusion  of  blood  and  viscid  fluid. 
%  Eccfaymosii  in  the  odlolar  tistne  mr> 
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loundiDff  the  •xtramitiet  of  the  fracture. 

3.  The  fijrmution  of  a  curlihH^inous  and 
bony  ferrule  extemallv,  and  of  a  kind  of 
peg  within.  4.  Ossification  of  the  sub. 
stance  interjwsed  between  the  fragments. 
5.  Decrease  of  the  tumor  of  the  raltns.  and 
restoration  of  the  medullarjr  canal.  The 
term  of  forty  days,  mentioned  by  many,  is 
far  frdin  hfinj?  sufficient;  and  where  the 
fracture  is  oblique,  or  the  bones  ride,  a 
oni^  longer  tuie  Is  Teqaived. 

Thisbeinp  settled,  K-t  us  now  state  .s<»mc 
facts  to  shew  that  at  acertain  periml  wemay 
safely  displace  a  bad  and  deformed  callus. 
Theeliief  question  is,  whether  it  can  be 
done  without  danpjer  ?  and  this  we  shall 
end^Tour  to  answer  by  esses  well  authen- 
ticaled,  tad  wbidi  hiiT«  oecnmd  under 

OUT  QlWlk  tjt§m 

CasB  I. — FfWiWflf  th* Leg^Caltui formed, 

toith  a  deriiition  of  the  li  r  fV,;_  ' /<°Mf  Ihick- 
wardt—tet  tonghu  on  ihr  t;iiij  rmdh  dmi. 

A.,  44  years  of  age,  vvaj»  llirowu  funn  u 
horse  in  the  street,  and  carried  immediately 
tn  the  Hotel  Dieu;  he  ^vns  comj)Iitely 
drunk,  fiesides  seferal  bruises,  and  a 
wound  on  the  forehead,  he  Imd  both  the 
bones  of  one  of  his  legs  iMnki  n.  The 
slightest  motion  given  to  the  limb  threw 
the  fragments  into  different  directions, 
•ad  imparted  a  distinct  crepitation.  The 
man,  iTirajmblc  of  feeling  any  pain,  dis- 
turbed the  limb  constantly,  and  even  at- 
tempted to  uae  il  for  the  pornoae  of  s  u  pport ; 
but  had  it  not  been  for  a  deep  and  strong 
boot  which  he  wore,  lie  would  most  pro* 
bably  have  pierced  and  lacerated  the  inte. 
guments  of  the  le^  by  the  fragments. 
Reduction  could  be  imlv  ver\-  imperfectly 
managed  the  hntt  day  :  on  tlic  foiluwing, 
however,  an  attentive  examination  being 
made,  it  was  aseertaiiifd  that  rt  fmcturc 
existed  just  at  the  lower  third  uf  the  leg ; 
that  it  was  oblique  fVom  below  upwards, 
Olid  from  before  bat  kw  ards  ;  that  fnu^. 
ment  of  the  tibia  formed  a  nharp  jNiint, 
and  had  nearly  come  throi^h  the  flesh. 
Placing  the  limb  in  a  semiflex  petition,  on 
its  outer  side,  tht>  fnirtun-  wa-s  rednco»l ; 
compresses,  and  an  appropriate  bandage, 
were  put  on  tfie  projecting  fragment;  ftad 
in  oracr  tn  fnii^i'd  against  the  dcvrhipmciit 
of  inOammatorv  accideuUt,  two  bleedings 
were  pnedaed ;  low  diet,  and  dilute  drinks, 
were  enjoined.  Much  swelling,  however, 
and  pain,  "njxTVfned  in  the  course  of  a  few 
daysi  i)iil  vetciiH' were  formed  on  the  sur. 
face;  and  a  collection  of  matter  was  per- 
ceived at  the  place  of  the  rractnrc,  more 
especially  on  its  anterior  and  inner  part. 
An  openinif  was  made,  and  ^Sbit  wound 
dressed  in  the  usual  way.  The  patient,  ()n 
his  part,  was  very  unmanageable,  and  sel- 
dom maintained*  the  posture  in  which  be 
was  placed;  and  frequentljr  ba  was  ip 


tnrableeome  as  to  rMufn  tiie  bandage  to 

be  shifted  and  h>os»a.  On  the  27th  day 
the  wound  was  cicalri/cd,  and  apptaretl 
going  on  well  On  the  luth  tliere  wua  still 
some  swelling.  Upon  examining  the  state 
of  the  limb  att»  nti\  1  ly,  if  was  clear  that 
i*onsolidation  hud  hwn  ( itected,  but  not  as 
well  as  eoold  be  wished,  for  there  was  a 
dis])laeement  of  the  lowrr  frn::m(  nt  back, 
wards.  The  deformity,  however,  was  so 
slight,  that  it  was  not  deemed  worthy  of 
being  disturlM'd.  A  simple  roller  was  put 
on,  and  the  patient  was  allowed  to  more 
the  limb  and  to  sit  up.  On  the  hftv-niuth 
day,  a  new  examination  of  the  linw  being 
madf,  whether  it  was  tltnt  \hv  swdlinir, 
uuw  completely  subsided,  alluwed  a  more 
perfect  surrrir  of  the  parts,  or  that,  in  con. 
se»juence  of  soinr  irni^nlar  motion,  The 
limb  had  taken  a  wruna;  i$et,  the  deformity 
wasnowmnrh  greater  Ann  when  examined 
last  The  leer  was  bowed ;  a  projeoHonon 
its  front  at  the  place  of  the  fracture,  and 
the  lower  part  drawn  considerably  back- 
wards, lliis  obviously  required  to  be  re. 
iiu  died,  for  walkinic  ei>iiUl  be  but  ill  I  '-r- 
furmed,  and  would  only  aggravate  the 
mischief.  The  remedy  adopted  bv  If. 
Dupuytren  wa.s  the  application  of  the 
bandage  which  he  has  specially  devised  for 
fractures  of  the  fibula,  with  deviation  of 
the  foot  backwards.  He  tried,  first,  mode- 
rate n  dTu  tion  by  handling,  attemptin?  to 
give  a  more  correct  form  to  the  parts  by 
moving  the  upper  and  lower  poftions  in 
opposite  diiiviii  ns,  whil.st  the  assistants 
drew  the  limb  iu  the  way  of  extension  and 
counter-extension.  He  then  laid  along 
the  whole  of  the  back  part  of  the  leg  n 
pud,  shaped  unirnlarly,  with  it^  upper 
extremity  in  the  itum,  and  its  base  at  the 
hecL  Over  this  he  placed  an  inflexible 
splint  of  the  same  leni^th,  and  attached 
the  whole  to  the  kg  by  several  turns  of  a 
tape  a]>plied  below  the  knee.  A  small  pad 
wa-s  then  pxit  on  the  jirojicUon,  and  con- 
nected with  the  s])lint  and  lower  cushion 
by  several  additional  turns  of  tape.  The 
limb  was  laid  on  its  external  side  in  the 
seniifl('\  ]>fi<;iTi«>n,  and  no  alteration  of  the 
apparcil  was  allowed  more  oAen  than  every 
three  or  four  days  at  firrt,  bnt  afterwards 
mnrh  frequently.  It  remained  on  for 
twrulv-eigbt  days,  at  the  end  of  which 
timeue  limb  was  perfectly  restored  to  its 
proper  form.  In  ten  days  more  the  pa- 
tient could  t^o  on  rnitrhes,  and  soon  after 
without  them.  Lvcry  inconvenience  gra- 
dually disappeared,  and  die  cure  was  com- 
plete  at  the  end  of  four  months  fiKMD  tbt 
occurrence  of  the  finctuxe. 

The  preceding  case  satisfiwtoriiy  dis. 
poses  of  the  «iucstion,  whether  n  callus 
may  be  disturbed  without  danger  after  it 
has*  existed  for  some  time?  But  what 
length  of  time?  This  b  a  question  in  it. 
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pl^riiirlo  which  a  number  of  circumstances 
miutbe  taken  into  accotint — llie  jut  ii  ui's 
•ce,  his  condition  of  body,  the  sort  ol  hime 
affeeted,  and  tbe  natnre  of  the  displaee> 
ment.  In  fracture,  the  di'^^j  lat  ement,  it 
is  well  known,  may  be  lengthways  or 
CTutways,  tbe  fofmer  of  which  de- 
aefvee  uie  chief  attention,  for  it  is  that 
hich  most  usually  occurs,  and  the  ma- 
cageraeut  of  which  is  most  easy  even  after 
a  long  intenral.  It  is  a  diiplaoement 
f\hich  (»ftei^  arises  from  patients  using 
their  limbs  too  soon,  before  the  callus  has 
aeqnired  duo  eontolidatimi,  or  in  conW' 
qucnce  •  f  the  treatment  being  deficient, 
aome  one  part  giving  way  to  the  undue 
force  exeited  upon  it^  as,  for  example, 
when  the  limb,  laid  on  its  posterior  sur. 
face,  does  not  rest  exactly  horizontally, 
the  heel  being  lower  thaa  the  rci>t  of  tlie 
%tg ;  or  where,  the  limb  being  placed  on 
its  (niTor  -iidr,  the  patient,  instead  of  lying 
on  the  corresponding  side  of  his  body,  rests 
oa.bifback,  and  raises  bis  bnee  above  the 
pillow.  In  the  first  cose,  the  foot,  by  its 
weiirht,  draws  the  lower  fragments  back- 
wards with  it,  and  an  angiUar  projection 
ia  made  forwards  at  the  place  of  Umb  frac 
ture.  The  deformity  is  in  the  reverse  di- 
rection when  the  heel  is  too  much  raised. 
Intbeeeoond  case,  the  upper  fragments, 
loailtd  with  the  weight  of  the  leg  and 
bodv,  maintain  a  forward  condition,  while 
tbe  lower  are  tank  inwards  and  obliquely 
backwards,  tbe  muscular  action  being  ill 
counterbalanced. 

All  the  circumstances  being  considered, 
and  from  all  that  we  bave  experienced  in 
thr  livina;  body,  and  nbst  rrt  f!  in  those  who 
liave  died  at  different  periodsi  of  tbe  con* 
•olidation  of  IhM^nres,  I  am  disposed,  said 
M.  Diipuytren,  to  eoncliule  that,  generally 
spcakiug,  up  to  about  tbe  sixtieth  day,  it 
is  quite  possible  to  remodel  the  (»llus. 

The  metboda  recommended  and  employ, 
ed  for  the  purpose  have  been  Vf^ry  mi  uie - 
rotts;  but  the  fire  following  may  be  looked 
npon  as  tbe  prindpaL  L  Rupture  (f  the 
ealtui,  by  pressure  against  a  5;tick,  or  by 
striking  a  smart  blow  at  the  point  of  con. 
toU&tion.  Patbological  anatomy  has  de. 
monstrated  the  absurdity  of  this  method ; 
and  what  we  know  of  the  formation  of  the 
provisional  callus  warrants  us  iu  holding 
tbat  tbe  thing  which  can  then  be  effeeted 
5«  not  f?)e  breaking  of  a  hard  and  compact 
bod},  but  the  new  modelling  a  substance 
wbicb  b  supple  and  elastic.  8.  Permanent 
f rrc)7ik)ii,  with  ordinary  bandaging  and 
machines  for  graduated  extension.  While 
tbe  callus  is  stiU  provisional,  this  doubtless 
li  tbe  most  rational  method.  3.  Ctimpm- 
ft.tn,  vvbich  is  principally  adopted  for  re- 
medy lug  angular  displacx'Uicubi,  and  is 
■wnaged  witb  splints  and  other  mediani- 
«U  i^ts.  Tbe  utility  of  thia  pbui  ia 


confined  to  the  earlier  ttaipee  of  (he  callus. 

It  is  the  method  cominoTiIy  employed  in 
Germany,  with  mercunai  friction  com- 
bined. 4.  SeetUm  tfth$  eallwi,  with  saw  or 
Kci?;^  >rs.  This  is  tnr  only  mode  of  reme- 
dying a  jumbled  consolidation  of  the  bones 
of  ue  forearm.  And,  5.  The  teUm,  or 
Weinhcdd's  method.  But  what  is  most 
indispensable  before  any  thing  is  attempt- 
ed, is  to  ascertain  well  the  nature  of  the 
displacement,  and  the  causes  which  bavt 
prodnrcd  n.nd  TTniintained  it.  Thi"?  oncf^ 
knowujit  becomes  comparatively  ea^iy  to  do- 
tenninetbedirection  in  which  tbe  fhi^gmente 
ninst  be  forced,  and  to  calculate  ta  a  de- 
gree of  nicety  the  amount  of  force  required. 
Bv  catelbl  manipulation,  then,  on  tbe  put 
of  the  surgeon  and  his  assistants,  a&Toar* 
able  vesnlt  may  be  commanded. 

Case  11.— fVoeCurv^  the  twoBenuef  tha 
Ligf  mtk  a  liUertd  deimokn^  rmtefed  or  th§ 
twenty-ninth  4ay. 

L.,  aged  27,  after  a  fall  from  the  third 
story  of  a  house  into  the  street,  oonld  nei- 
ther walk  nor  rise.  Violent  puin,  swell- 
ing,and  ecchymosis  of  the  left  leg.  Cata- 
plasms and  emollients  were  the  only  me- 
thods employed  for  twenty-nine  days.  He 
waa  then  brought  into  tbe  HAtel  Dien. 
T'pon  examination,  the  left  fn^t  was  ob- 
served to  be  turned  outwards,  anti  tlie  leg 
to  be  made  up  of  two  parts  joined,  a  little 
bdow  the  middle,  at  an  angle  of  forty-five 
df  tirn  ( s,  the  a|>cx  of  the  angle  directed  in- 
wards. Fracture  and  subsequent  consoli- 
dation bad  evidently  taken  place.  M. 
Dupuytren  applied  at  once  the  internal 
lateral  appareil  for  fractures  of  the  fibula, 
acting  in  a  direction  exactly  o])(>osed  to 
that  of  the  displacement.  The  foot,  pro- 
jecting prominently  outwards,  was  consi- 
durably  distant  from  the  splint,  when  the 
traction  by  tbe  inferior  band  was  b^n, 
but  in  the  course  of  the  regular  and  steady 
aj>plication  of  the  straps,  tAelimb  assumed 
gradually  its  proper  form,  or  nearly  so; 
for  on  acctnint  nf  the  patient'^:  mnrmur- 
ing  at  the  pain,  a  complete  reformation 
could  not  at  onee  be  effected.  The  leg 
was  laid  on  its  outer  side,  semiflexed ;  the 
pains  became  more  tolerable,  and  the  ban- 
(iagiug  was  endured.  On  the  third  day  it 
was  reapplied  more  tightly,  a  complete  re> 
ductif)n  of  the  parts  was  effected,  and  even 
a  slight  curvature  given  to  tlie  internal 
■orlbcei.  There  were  no  accidents  up  to 
the  tenth,  twentiL  th,  or  thirtieth  day.  On 
Uie  fortieth,  tlic  appareil  was  taken  off. 
The  leg  was  solid,  and  of  ita  natural  foim 
and  etructure.  A  slight  swelling,  how- 
ever, remained  about  the  ankle  joint.  On 
the  tifty-sixlh  dav  tlic  patient  left  the  hos- 
pital, and  it  would  have  been  then  difficult 
to  say  which  of  bis  1^  it  was  tbat  bad 
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been  fractured.  Tbenitored  Umb  is  ftiUj 
jM  Mtfoag  M  tke  odin  one. 

Ca«b  nr.— FWwAwi  ef  ths  RiNltia— IM^ 

placement  of  the  Hand  in  ComoUd^HfH 

lieduction  on  the  twenty-jijth  day. 

3fa(l.  L.,  aged  69,  fell  one  day  in  the 
RtrrtL  The  weight  of  her  body  came  on 
the  palm  of  her  left  hand.  She  felt  A 
sharp  \K\\n  in  t>m  wrist,  which  wa^  pre- 
sently i'ulioucd  by  swelling;  but  thinking 
there  waa  notiunpr  the  matter,  but  anmpJb 
spniin,  sVic  consiiltid  no  ijical  man; 
emuUicnts  alone  were  applied.  She  soon 
found,  however,  that  her  wrist  was  becom- 
ing more  and  mr»ro  misshnpen,  and  its 
power  of  motion  inort-  inijiededl  In  con- 
sequence of  tliis  .sht"  came  to  the  Hotel 
]>ieu,  when  an  examination  of  the  injury 
was  instituted.  The  hand  was  found  to 
deriate  remarkably  in  abduction ;  a  hollow 
existed  at  the  inferior  extieniitjr  of  the 
raditis;  the  movinKMits  of  pronation  niul 
supination  were  extremely  painful,  indeed 
nnriv  impossible.  H.  unpnytren  per- 
ceivea  that  there  was  a  fracture  of  tlic 
lower  extremity  of  the  raHin<!,  antl  an- 
nounced, tliat  notwithstanilini^  the  time 
that  had  elap'dl  since  the  fracture, 
(twenty-fi%c  days)  it  \va*5  still  jiossible  to 
restore  the  limb  to  its  natural  form  and 
fractions,  by  modifying  the  callus  which 
united  th«'  fragments.  In  order  to  acenm- 
plish  this  object,  an  assistant  took  hold  of 
the  forearm  by  its  upper  part,  for  the  pur. 
pose  of  counter  extension;  M.  Dupaytren 
tooli  tlie  hand,  and  impressed  on  it  a  move- 
ment in  a  reverse  direction  from  that  of 
the  fracture.  The  fraipnents  were  then 
seen  to  he  carried  outwards,  the  hollow  to 
be  filled  up,  and  the  interosseous  space  to 
be  expanded.  The  subseqnent  indtcationa 
were  simple.  Notlnugm<  )  i  as  required 
than  to  secure  for  the  part  during  consoli- 
dation the  modi6eation  which  was  now 
effeettd.  The  ordinary  anpareil  for  fun- 
arm  fraeturc!*,  with  the  elUow-splint,  an- 
swered  every  purpose.  No  derangement 
oocarretl.  The  bandage  was  reapplied  on 
the  tenth  day,  and  a^aiii  on  the  twentieth. 
All  went  on  well.  On  the  thirtT>second 
day  the  appareil  was  remored,  and  the  pa- 
tient hTt  the  hospital. 

It  should  be  observed,  said  M.  Dupuy- 
treu,  in  conchision,  that  the  first  applica- 
tion of  the  bandage  shoold  almost  always 
be  mnde  w  ith  more  foree  i>f  constriction 
than  in  eases  of  recent  fracture,  and  the 
state  of  the  parts  should  be  amdoonslT 
Watched.  If  the  pain  l>e  vrry  severe,  witn 
swelling,  and  a  dinunulion  of  feeling  in 
the  parts  beyond  the  bandage,  the  appareil 
is  too  tii^lit,  and  should  be  slacked  imme- 
diately. The  third  or  fonrt]t  fl;iv,  in  gene- 
ral, is  a  proper  time  lur  t-xauiming  the 
•tato  <»f  tfaingsy  and  for  af«pljing  new 


cflofts  of  lednction.  As  lonif  as  de* 

formity  is  not  eomplett  ly  removed,  these 
efforts  must  be  made  and  repeated  until 
the  limb  assumes  its  natural  conformation  ; 
and  it  will  be  found,  in  general,  tiMt  pio- 
bably  as  much  time  and  patience  are  re- 
quired for  attaining  this  olgect  as  is  com- 
monl vbestowed on  the  tteatnent  of  a  VS' 
cent  ofactniw* 
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NOTICES. 

Pa]>ors  have  been  received  from  Dr. 
Armwsinith,  Dr.  AshhuniLT,  Mr.  Jones* 
Mr.  Greenhow,  .Mr.  Phillip*;,  'If  r.  fk-Unaye, 
Dr.  Heath,  Mr.  Forman,  Mediculu&," 
and  «  a." 

**  Maxilla  Inferior**  will,  we  are  sat^ 
foigire  the  poetponement  of  his  letter, 
when  he  sees  that  Ihe  spaet  It  wonld  have 
ocenpied  is  filled  1^  the  fUJ  BUI  he  is  SO 
anxious  to  sapport. 

W.  WiwoM,  rrlatsr,  87,  Sktaaci^ttttt^  Leaden, 
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LECTURES 

ON  THK 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  OF 
MEDICINE; 

Utltvercd  al  the  London  Univeruiy, 

Bt  J>«.  Euuotson. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  CHEST. 

CRRONJC  PERICARDITIS, 

As  to  tilt'  chronic  form  of  the  dis- 
ease, the  syin])tujns  are  preciselv  the  same 
49  whcu  the  affection  is  acute,  only 
not  to  violent.  Hut  in  the  dirmiic  disease 
theri-  Hre  ifenerally  other  symptoDi.«,  which 
depi'ntl  altogether  upon  structural  disease 
of  the  benrt.  Whenever  pericarditis  has 
hecoiTH' chronic,  there  is  the  ifreatest  pro- 
bability that  more  or  less  organic  structu- 
ral disease  of  the  heart  has  taken  place ; 
and  you  seld(»m  meet  with  a  case  of  chro- 
nic pericardili.H  without  obscr* ini?-,  after 
death,  that  the  valves  are  diseased,  or 
the  rabstancc  of  the  heart  itself.  If  tliose 
adhesion<^  take  place  of  which  I  have 
spoken,  there  may  be  great  iucoovenience, 
or  there  may  be  none  nt  nil.  I  bave  fte* 
quently  seen  the  two  portions  of  the  peri- 
cardium completely  coherent,  without  any 
symptoms  beiug  produced ;  indeed  I  ucvcr 
recollect  seeing  a  symptom  that  was  at  all 
referrible  to  tiiem,  and  I  f\n  not  l)elievc 
that  any  inconvenience  arises  liom  them, 
thongh  I  bare  seen  great  inconvenience 
arise  from  partial  adhesions :  the  heart 
appears  to  act  just  as  well  as  when  it  is 
properly  enveloped  wiili  the  pericardium — 
u  wh^  it  is  in  a  natoml  sutte.  I  have 
lu  vrr  seen  any  symptom  awribable  to  it; 
wlieu  symptoms  have  manifested  them- 
selves, tJiere  has  been  snffident  disease  to 
explain  them,  without  the  pericanlitis. 
But  a  case  came  before  my  notice  of  a  fe- 


male  who  had  disease  of  the  heart,  and  it 
was  a  sinr^iilar  fact  that  whenever  she  lay 
on  her  baek  she  was  in  extreme  ni^ony : 
she  was  even  easier  on  her  left  side  than 
on  her  back.  In  diseases  of  the  heart 
yotj  jjcnerally  find  that  patients  lie  easier 
on  the  right  side  than  the  left,  and  the 
reason  is  evident,— it  is  beeanse  the  heart  is 
so  near  to  the  ribs ;  and  when  the  patient 
lies  on  the  h  ft  side  there  is  a  considerable 
thump  at(aiust  them.  Hut  this  womuu, 
though  she  could  lie  better  on  the  right 
side  than  tlie  hft,  could  lie  better  on 
the  left  than  on  the  back.  A  pain  was  ex- 
perienced abont  the  stemuni|  and  she 
could  not  lie  in  that  position.  On  open- 
ing the  b(»dy  a  strong  adhesion  was  found, 
so  that  a  portion  of  the  heart  was  .sus- 
pended, and  every  time  she  lay  on  her 
back  tlie  lunrt  end.avoHred  to  dmij  to- 
wartis  the  spine ;  but  that  beiug  prevented, 
there  was  a  constant  stretching  of  the 
parts.  I  know  an  instanee  now,  where 
the  patient  (a  female)  appears  to  have 
chronic  pericarditis,  and  cannot  lie  at  all 
on  the  side  without  experiencing  a  dart- 
ing, stabbing,  pulling  sensation,  on  tlie 
opposite  side.  I  have  no  doubt,  from  the 
symptoms,  that  there  is  nn  adhesion,  in 
this  ease,  of  tlu-  side  of  the  }]<.  n'-f.  T  fan 
cied  myself  tluit  there  was  au  adhesion  in 
tlie  other  case  in  fimnt^  and,  in  my  work 
on  Diseases  of  tlie  Heart,  I  have  given  a 
representation  of  it. 

You  will  iiud  in  many  i>iH>ksau  accHutnt 
of  the  signs  of  adhesion  of  the  heart,  and 
almost  every  day  I  see  patients  who  arc 
labouring  under  various  affections  of  that 
or«:an,  who  have  been  told  that  it  was  an 
adliesiem  ;  just  as  peojde  will  eome  with  a 
pain  of  the  side,  and  who  have  ail  sorts  of 
fanciful  notions  which  have  been  spread 
abrMd  by  persons  who  do  not  dissect 
cases  after  death.  T  am  nnite  sntisfied 
that  if  nieilical  men  woulu  adopt  that 
practice  they  wouM  find,  as  I  have  done, 
a  lar;^i'  numlx  r  of  r',\<ir<  where  there  has 
been  complete  cohesion,  and  uo  reason 
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whatever  tu  ascritx;  any  of  the  symptoms 
that  did  occur  to  those  adhesions.  It  is 
cridcnt  tlial  when  an  ndhesioo  of  the  heart 
is  great,  it  must  impede  tb«  heart's  action; 
littt  even  then,  I  do  not  believe  it  will  gire 
rise  to  j)al|>itatioii.  When  person!^  t-Mtnc 
with  iurv(»u8  or  dyjipcplic  palpitation, 
thty  will  ttiUyoa  that  they  have  been  in- 
formed there  is  aa  adhesion  of  the  heart, 
and  that  nothini^  can  be  done  Tt  them. 
The  fact  is,  that  medical  mm  cuieriaincJ 
that  opinion  a  generation  or  two  aifo,  hat 
it  has  '-incc  been  nhaiuhmed  :  the  common 
people,  however,  still  retain  the  notion,  as 
they  usually  do  the  opinions  of  their  snpe- 
riors,  Umg  after  the  latter  have  cast  them 
off. 

In  regard,  however,  Ut  ciTusioa  into  the 
perieardinm,  it  is  a  reiy  rare  thiafp  for 

that  to  amonnt  to  such  a  (jiinntity  as  to 
produce  incoaveaieace^  but  stUl  such  a 
dnmmstanee  may  ooenr. 

The  mode  of  fhseoverim;  this  oc<Mirrrnrc 
would  be  by  finding  that,  on  sirikini,^ 
around  the  region  of  tlic  heart,  Uh  n  \\  as 
a  dull  sound  to  a  very  great  extent,  and 
yet  no  si^s  nf  disease  of  the  heart  itself — 
no  preternatural  sound,  as  if  the  valves 
were  diseased — ^nonnutual  thumping,  per- 
ha[>s,  (»f  tlir  heart — no  unusual  loudness 
of  the  heart ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  no 
diminished  sound  of  the  heart ;  nothing 
periui|is  occurring  but  a  dulness  of  sound 
to  n  very  threat  extent  nround  the  retjionof 
the  heart.  Still  I  myself  never  saw  such 
a  case ;  bat  those  would  be  the  symptoms 
whieh  \(in  may  predict  beforehand  from 
the  nature  of  tlic  cose ;  and  yoo  find  tliem 
mentioned  by  Andtal  as  oecnrring  in  the 
cases  which  ti>ok  place  in  his  practice.  In 
all  probability  there  has  sometimes  been  a 
swelling  of  the  feel,  a  ilefu  ii  uev  of  urine — 
the  common  symptoms  <>r  tfropsy,  and 
more  or  less  dyspncra.  ^^'lu•n  siu  h  an  oc- 
currence takes  place  you  may  tutpect  the 
ezistenoe  of  this  affection,  but  I  do  not 
know  that  you  ean  he  vire  of  it;  you  may 
suspect  it,  and  you  must  treat  the  case  ac- 
cordingly. 

If  tlicrc  be  no  signs  of  inflammation 

left,  it  'ivill  be  proper  to  p^i\e  diuretics 
vigonmslv.  But  we  have  cases  on 
record  wnere  the  pericardium  has  been 

openi  d  under  these  ein  um^lanet  s.  Of 
course  tliis  would  be  impro|K'r,  unless  a 
person  apiH'ared  u»  be  dying :  unless  a  pa- 
tient appeared  to  l>e  dying  from  adifliculty 
of  breathing,  and  flw(  tuation  were  felt,  I 
do  not  think  that  any  j>erson  would  he 
Jnstifled  in  opening  the  pericardium,  ^vhat. 
ever  were  the  other  symptoms.  When  a 
■oA  fluctuating  tumor  has  been  felt  about 
the  region  of  the  heart,  you  will  find  it 
■said  that  the  operation  has  been  performed 
wiih  success;  bnt  Tcnn  give  you  no  fiuther 
iuformation  on  the  subject.    I  should  like 


a  long  consul  tatitm  before  I  recommended 
the  perieardinm  to  l>e  opened. 

Trmnformat  unit. 

The  chronic  fonu  of  the  dimtise  is  fre- 
quently followed  bv  the  other  changes  of 
inflammation — by  tW  various  tranafimiia>- 
tions  which  I  fonncrly  mentioned. 

Fraqnentl^the  edlular  membrane  nnder 
the  pericardium  is  transformed  into  earti- 
lasjfe,  so  that  you  liave  knobs  of  cartilage 
here  and  there ;  and  Homelimes  you  have 
the  transfofmation  that  f  spoke  of  subse> 
quently  to  cartilac^inous  transfitrmations, 
vix.  tliat  of  bone.  It  is  common  for  the 
sab-serous  cellular  membnme  to  become 
carli!ai,auous,  and  sometimes  it  will  pnv- 
ceed  farther,  and  you  have  bone.  I  have 
seen  the  heart  in  some  instances  almost 
en  eased  with  bone.  When  tlie  heart  is 
said  to  be  e  »Tn i  rtci!  int'i  b'>ii'-.  I  inuii^ine 
the  nature  ut  tiic  ea^c  tu  bi:  thi.s .-  the  sub- 
serous  cellular  membrane  has  been  <isRified, 
and  the  mns<ular  suhsfaiue  has  «a>«trd 
away.  It  is  a  common  thing  in  various 
structures,  when  one  portion  becomes  very 
hard,  even  to  the  extent  of  ossification,  f(»r 
the  other  constituents  of  the  structure  to 
waste,  and  that  I  imagine  is  the  case  in 
instances  of  ossificatioii  of  the  heart,  aa 
they  have  been  called. 

Kem  FsTMiaf  jmi. 

The  pericardium  is  lavely  subject  to 

new  formntions ;  hut  sometimes  senifuloas 
deposit  takt:a  place  in  it,  sometimes  byda- 
tiu  have  been  Ibund,  occanonally  schir. 
rhus,  and  the  orhrr  new  formations  which 
I  formerly  mentiont:d. 

Hfwunhag$  Mta  th$  PnieardiMwt. 

T  hi  li. 1  ,  will  II  speakint;  of  haemorrhage, 
I  meulioned  that  the  i>erienrdium  is  apart 
where  it  suddenly  takes  place  without  a 
rupture  of  the  vessels.  You  will  find  in 
Dr.  Raillic's  work  nn  instance  or  two  of 
this  description.  1  saw  the  parts  in  a  case 
of  this  kind  after  death,  and  nothingconld 
be  discovered  as  giving  rise  to  this  hrr-mor- 
rhagc  i  the  parts  were  soft,  that  was  all. 
I  have  mentioned  the  occurrence  of  cases 
of  this  kind  in  the  stomn*  h,  intestines,  and 
spinal  canal;  but  it  ^vill  take  plnc»»  in  va- 
rious jmrts  of  the  body,  without  auv  ob- 
vious mechanical  reason,  and  it*  has 
occurrr  rl  sometimes  in  the  case  of  the 
pericardium. 

J)umue  of  the  LUivig  Meml^runt  tf  the  litart. 

T  shall  now  proceed  to  !«:ju\'ik  of  what 
may  be  called  tlie  corresponding  mem- 
brane^the  raembmne  within  the  heart. 

You  knou  that  the  heart  has  a  ineiubruui 

within  as  well  as  a  membrane  without,  a 
membrane  which  is  couliiiuous  witii  lUu 
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lining  mcrabmne  of  the  aorta  and  of  the  sensation  down  thu  i»pine  in  the  course  of 
mlvei.  This  is  snbjcct  io  inflammation,  the  aorta.  In  the  case  of  the  heart,  the 
the  same  as  the  pericardium  is,  but  there  only  reason  that  you  hnre  tn  «?npp(isp  its 
are  do  tigns  bj  which  you  can  ascertain  its  existence  is,  that  in  addition  to  the  signs 
•sistence.  You  may  occaeiimalty  ituiDeet  of  periearditis  (for  pericarditis  is  generally 
it,  bnt  it  will  be^  I  imagine,  after  au,  a  united  w  ith  it),  there  is  ii  very  riolent  ac- 
mere  guess.  tion  of  the  l)eart  indeed ;  but  I  confes.s  that. 
Morbid  Avi)earancm.—~\{XcT  death,  how.  more  frequently  than  not,  1  have  fuund 
over,  thie  lining  membvaDe  is  certainly  this  appearance  afterdeath  without  having 
f  >TiTi<l  of-rn^'ionftlly  in  '^tnio  of  inflamma-  had  any  rin"!'Mi  to  sti^pcrt  it  iluring  life, 
tiuu,  but  yuu  arc  not  tu  presume  that  in  When  the  lining  ineuihrane  is  ail'ected 
evcrr  inetance  In  whlcii  yon  find  redneaa  with  inflammatioo,  it  is  generally  a  mere 
of  this  part  that  there  inflaTinnnlinn.  ehmnic  dis-eTi  <  ,  just  like  in  flam  mat  ion  of 
If  it  so  hapjten  tliat  the  parts  are  ail  soft,  the  jteric&rdium ;  it  undergoes  the  com 
they  will  become  dyed  by  the  blood;  they  raon  changes  produced  by  inflammatioui 
will  imbibe  it  after  death,  and  the  blood  it  becomes  thicker  than  it  shtxild  be,  and 
which  is  in  the  cavity  will  stain  them,  at  the  same  time  it  becomes  harder. 
Almost  always  when  you  iind  the  heart  The  parts  of  this  membrane  most  fre- 
eoAened  in  stmctiire,  yon  will  obsme  it  quently  afliected  are  those  which  fonn  the 
iff  a  rh  r]i  refl  eolonr,  Simply  n^-  the  elTectof  valves.  'I'he  v;\1vt's,  yoii  kn(n^',  nrv  nothing 
that  imbibition  which  1  mentioned  when  more  than  an  elongation  and  doubling  of 
epeaking  of  inflammation  in  general,  and  this  lining  membimne.  In  tibe  case  of  the 
when  I  pointed  out  the  necanity  of  being  tricuspid  and  mihral  valvar  a  portion  of 
cureful  in  many  instances  not  U)  decide  ten'linous  structure  likewise  enters  into 
that  there  was  *  inflammation  simply  be-  their  composition.  The  chordas  tcndinea.*, 
«aase  tfiere  was  redness.  In  the  case  of  inirestcd  as  they  are  by  the  lining  mem. 
softness  of  the  heart  you  w  ill  continually  brane  of  the  Heart,  run  along  into  the 
find  the  lining  membrane  of  the  valves  valves,  and  there  are  lost  in  the  liuiug 
and  other  parte  intensely  red,  withoot  there  membrane,  eo  that  the  mttial  and  tricus. 
having  been  inflammation;  but  tlicre  is  pid  valves  are  made  up  of  fibrous  mem- 
no  doubt  that  this  redness  does  sometimes  brane  and  the  lining  membrane — tendi- 
lesult  IVum  inllaiumatiou.  Tliis  is  pmved  nous  and  &«rous  membrane;  whereas  tiie 
hj  finding  fibrin  effused  upon  the  coloured  eemllonar  valves  of  the  aorta  and  pulmo- 
portton,  and  adherinj?  to  it  closely.  Ann.  nary  artery  are  nothing  more  than  the  lin- 
titer  proof  is,  tliat  you  find  the  )tart  which  ing  membrane  itself  protruded  and  ex- 
is  so  intensely  rod  without  a  drop  of  blood  tended. 

in  <  nntac  t  with  it.    You  w  ill  sometimes  Now  it  is  a  general  rule  ohs,  rvnl  in 

6nd  the  membrane  red  in  particular  valves,  pathology  that  the  lining  membrane  at  the 

for  example,  and  yet  the  whole  cavity  will  opening  of  the  heart  is  more  subject  to  dis- 

he  emptied  of  blood,  so  that  it  cannot  be  ease  than  other  parts,  whether  it  be  sim- 

ascribed  to  the  imbibition  of  blood  fmm  the  pie  inflammation,  or  the  cft'ccts  of  chronic 

port  with  which  it  was  lying  in  contact,  inflammation  in  any  otlicr  part.  You 

Oeearionally  this  rednem  wm  arise  ftom  know  very  well  tliat  it  hi  not  ue  sUnnaeh 

j^rrrnt  dvspiiM  a.    Yrni  are  n  v.  are  that  when  at  large  which  is  generally  diseased,  hut 

before  deatli  there  is  long-continued  difll.  one  of  the  openings->the  cardiac  or  the 

calty  of  breathing,  the  mneoos  membvane  pyloric   Yon  know  that  more  IVeqnently 

of  the  stomach,  intestines,  and  bronchise,  than  not  disease  aiTeets   the  intestines 

iMi  ofues  very  red,  and  the  ritjht  side  of  the  hen*  fhr  snmll  intestines  tenninrito  in  the 

hear  I  becomes  gorged  with  blood,  in  these  large,  or  af^^am,  w  here  the  largt- iL  riuinatc 

eaees  yon  will,  in  many  inttaneee,  hafa  intbereetum.   The  rectum  is  the  great 

redness  of  the  inner  membrane.     But  scat  of  srhirnT<;,  stricture,  and  various 

where  a  patient  has  died  suddenly,  and  other  discaties  of  structure.   Ulcerations  in 

there  has  not  been  time  for  the  gradiuU  ac-  fever  are  fonnd  more  fteqaently  at  the  ter. 

cumulation  of  the  blood  from  the  .smaller  inination  of  the  ileum  than  el.sewhere,  and 

vessels,  where  aftcrdeath  no  blood  is  lying  tliere  it  is  we  oontinuaily  sec  scirrhus  and 

in  contact  with  the  red  part,  yuu  some-  cancer  of  the  intestines.    Instances  of  dis- 

timeifind  Uia  lining  membnuie  inteaady  ease  of  the  card  ia  and  pylorus  are  infinitely 

led.  more  frequent  than  disease  of  the  rest  of 

in  cases  of  tins  Ue&cnptiou  there  hat  the  parietes  of  Uie  organ.   The  same  is 

ooraetimea  been,  befove  d«tth,  great  rapi-  obeerred  exactly  in  the  case  of  the  heart, 

<litv  of  tlie  pulse,  rapid  action  of  tlie  heart,  so  that  you  have  infiuiti  ly  more  ca-ses  of 

and  more  or  less  uneasiness  and  smarting  disease  of  the  opening  of  the  heart  than 

ia  the  r^ion  of  the  heart.   If  this  occur  you  have  in  aav  other  part  of  t)ie  lining 

within  the  aorta,  for  example,  there  la  in  membrane,   lliig  ia  nothing  more  than  a 

ggmal  great  mpidity  of  piilae»  a  wnarting  ganeialmle. 
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'I'here  is,  however,  another  rule,  which  is, 
of  eounte,  peculiar  to  the  heart,  namely, 
thiit  tlir  1(  ft  side  i??  more  subject  to  all  dis- 
eases, and  infinitely  more  to  redness,  than 
the  rifHit.  That  it  a  f(«neni]  rnlc,  with  re- 
spec-t  both  t<t  tile  lining  nitmbranc  witbin 
the  hcarland  witti  respect  to  the  substance 
of  the  heart  itself.  Various  hypotbetes 
have  been  formed  to  explain  this ;  but  the 
most  probabl.'  e\(>Ianation  is,  that  one 
side  of  the  heart  receives  blood  of  an  ar- 
terial eharacter,  wbenas  the  other  has 
blood  Yont'us  charactrr.  It  has  bet-n 
thought  that  one  side  of  the  heart  docs 
more  work  than  the  other,  but  in  propor 
tion  it  certainly  does  not.  Every  time  the 
Ufl  ventricle  contract",  the  ricrht  does  the 
same ;  and  so  wilii  respect  to  the  auricles; 
and  if  the  left  ventricle  ha\'e  to  senditfl 
bl  Miil  f;i;  tlier  tliaii  tbe  rifjbt,  \et  the  struc- 
ture IS  much  thicker  than  that  of  the 
rij^ht,  and  it  is  fall?  qnalificd  for  the  exer> 
cise  of  the  dutv  wiiic^i  it  lias  to  ])erri)rm. 
No  dilVerent*e  that  1  can  discover  exists  be- 
tween them,  except  that  one  receives  arte- 
rial,  and  the  other  venous  bl<H>d.  ^Vhe- 
thrr  that  will  explain  the  circuiii'^tanee  I 
do  not  know ;  but  we  know,  as  a  general 
rale,  that  arteries  are  more  subject  to  all 
at  !ive  diseases  than  vein.v  ;  a' (Ht  is  very 
probable  that  the  greater  stimulus  of  the 
arterial  blood  cames  other  occasioiu  of 
disuse  when  applied,  to  more  enei)^e- 
tieall  v,  anda^H  causes  disease to  take  place 
with  more  riiadiue&s. 

Dkedtetof  the  Vatva. 

Inflammation  of  the  pericardium,  there- 
fore, very  frequently,  when  chronic-,  is 
united  with  chronic  inflammation  of  the 
membrane  within  the  heart,  and  most  fre. 
quentlywidi  ehronic  inflammation  of  those 
parts  that  form  the  valves.  This  is  (ni. 
way  in  which  organic  disease  of  the  heart 
is  produced,  viz.  by  pericarditis.  Pericar. 
ditis  Kcldom  exists  long  without  being  fol- 
l.iwid  bv  a  similar  state  of  the  Hnintf 
raeniiirane  vvitiaii.  Vou  know  that  ia  the 
natural  state  these  tralves  are  qnite  flexi. 
hie,  and  n<tt  tmnspnrent,  but  tmnslneent; 
they  allow  light  to  pass  through  them 
althoanfh  tbey  will  not  allow  you  to  see 
through  them;  they  are  fine,  flexible,  and 
translucent;  but  v\hen  they  have  hpcome 
chronicidly  inflamed,  innteatl  of  being 
light,  they  become  yellow;  instead  of 
being  trnp^bif^eii?,  tluv  become  opaque; 
they  lose,  perhaps,  their  flexibility,  and 
beoome  more  or  less  rigid ;  they  play  less 
tiivilv,  and  at  last  become  (juite  rii^id; 
they  losetiieir  fineness,  and  become  thick, 
and  not  only  thick,  but  dense.  If  these 
changes  be  not  very  severe  they  give  rise 
to  no  symptoms  at  all.  If  Um»j  do  not 


))reyent  the  passage  of  blood  by  narrowing 
the  opening,  if  they  do  not  prevent  the 

valve  from  doinij  its  duty,  no  symptom 
that  I  am  aware  of  can  arise,  so  that  yoii 
may  find  after  death  (the  best  auscultator 
in  the  world  may  find  nftcr  diuth)  disease 
of  the  valval,  of  which  he  had  no  idea  he- 
foie  the  patient  eeased  to  live,  ft  is  only 
when  function  is  impeded  that  any  synp* 
torn  can  ari«p. 

The  change  which  the  valves  undergo 
will  at  last  amount  to  cartilaginous  hard- 
ness ;  they  will  1)(  rnme  perfectly  cartila- 
ginous, and  in  a  still  further  degree,  they 
will  become  complete  bone.  When  they 
undergo  this  change  of  consistency,  the 
aperture  of  the  part  is  diminished.  In  the 
cu.se  of  the  tricuspid  valve  Llic  opening 
may  be  reduced  to  one-third  or  one- fourth ; 
still,  however,  it  retains  generally  its  cir- 
cular form.  In  the  case  of  the  correspond* 
inf  valve  on  the  opposite  side — the  mitral 
valve,  the  eireuh\r  form  is  still  in  many  in- 
stances retained,  but  in  other  case<«  the 
opening  grows  up  in  such  a  way  that  it  is 
only  a  chink ;  instsad  of  beinflr  eifcnlar,  it 

is  a  (Te«!rent  form — a  semilunnr  sort  of 
chink;  and  from  the  valve  grow  lag  so  €0n> 
sideral>ly,  a  pooch  is  formed,  leading  from 
the  auriele  to  the  ventrii  le;  so  that  when 
you  open  the  left  ventricle  you  see,  as  it 
were,  a  p<iuch  extending  nearly  to  it,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  poach  there  may  be  a  cir- 
cular opening.  Sometime*",  instead  of  a 
pouch,  the  valve  is  all  contracted  together, 
and  you  have  nothing  more  than  a  cbhik. 

Sometimes  the  vnIv\N  are  nearly  car- 
tilaginous, and  sometimes  thcv  wUl  ba. 
come  bony.  When  theie  Is  bone  it  ia 
deposited  under  the  membrane  —  it  is 
deposited,  as  in  all  ca^es  of  seroms 
membranes,  immediately  under  it ;  and 
then  the  membrane,  firom  the  presence 
nf  the  bone,  becomes  exceedingly  thin,  till 
at  last  it  will  disappear,  perhaps,  over  the 
bony  portion,  and  the  iMue  bone  is  then  in 
contact  with  the  blood.  It  is  very  rare  for 
the  valve  to  be  universally  converted  to 
bone,  nor  is  it  couimou  lor  it  to  be  univer- 
sally converted  into  cartilage,  but  the 
changes  exist  in  different  d«  ifrees  at  dif- 
ferent spots,  so  that  here  and  tlierc  there 
will  be  bone,  and  sometimes  the  valves 
will  become  completely  cartilaginous. 

In  regard  to  the  valves  between  the 
auricles  and  ventricles  on  either  side,  the 
tricuspid  on  the  right  side,  and  the  bicus- 
pid or  mitral  on  the  left,  when  they  are 
much  diseased,  instead  of  falling  back  you 
have  a  very  considersble  curtain,  and  an 
openinif,  irenerally  of  an  oral  or  ein  ular 
form,  in  the  centre  of  iL  The  diftereut 
parts  of  the  valve  may  become  filled  up, 
and  grown  up,  so  that  yon  have  a  com- 
plete  membnuie  between  ibe  auricle  and 
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Tcntilcle,  and  in  the  case  of  the  mitral 

valve  especially  we  every  day  see  it  ex- 
tended in  thr  form  of  n  ]»ouch.  TluMijien- 
ittg  in  tiie  miii<U,  a-^  wt  il  in  the  uicus- 
pid  valre,  is  goncmlly  in  the  centra  and 
circular  or  oval.  I  i  iutedouttoyouthat 
the  mitral  valve  is  sometimes  so^rown  up 
that  a  meie  slit  reinains»  and  it  is  worthy 
of  n<A.ive  that  tliis  is  not  straight,  but 
generally  of  n  cn  ft xnt  form,  in  the  shape 
of  a  beul  iiuger,  tbe  cuucavity  of  the  open- 
ing nsu^v  being  towards  the  root  of  the 
fior'a,  and  the  convexity  backwards,  I 
believe  the  latter  circuroHtunce  may  be  said 
to  be  universally  the  case.  If  yon  look 
from  the  auricle  you  see  tht-  liirl  t  through 
the  chink  in  a  very  remarkable  manner. 
1  believe  this  observation  was  first  made 
by  Mr.  Adams»  a  surgeon  at  Dublin*  who 
wrote  a  very  exerlh nt  paper  on  divt  ases 
of  the  beart  in  tbe  Dublin  liosuitui  lie- 
ports.  We  have  no  specimens  of  the  mi- 
tral valve  so  ;;rown  up. 

With  regard  to  disease  of  the  other  two 
openings  of  the  ventricles— the  opening  of 
the  right  leading  into  the  pulmonary 
artery,  and  tlie  left  leading  to  the  aorta, 
disease  is  more  frequently  found  in  the 
valves  of  the  aorta  than  in  those  of 
the  i>iilmonary  artery;  aecording  to  the 
general  rule,  that  all  diseases  far  more 
frequently  aflect  the  left  side  of  the 
heart  than  the  right.  It  is  a  rare  thing, 
indeed,  for  tlie  puhnonary  vahcs  to  be 
mncb  diseased ;  but  if  they  are,  tbe  ap- 
pearances  arc  the  same  as  when  the  aorUc 
valvr«!  are  nfl\-ett  d. 

\V  hen  the  aortic  valves  are  diseased,  they 
wUl  stand  quite  firm,  and  do  not  give 
way  at  all  to  the  common  pressure  of  the 
blood,  so  that  the  opcninsj  bceomes  dimi- 
imbcd,  uud  the  aperture  which  is  left  in 
the  middle  of  the  three  valves  is  some- 
times circular,  though  occasionally  it  is 
triangular. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  these  valves 
are  ctmvcrted  completely  into  bone — tlu  y 
arc  three  shells  of  bone,'  but  still  they  re- 
tain  the  appearance  they  present  when 
there  is  only  cartilage.  It  is  vcrv  common 
to  find  bout"  about  the  nf>rtie  \alves,  more 
common  than  any  where  else,  but  next  in 
firequency  you  find  it  on  the  mitral  valve. 
It  is  soiiietinus  found  ut  the  edge  of  the 
valve,  sometimes  at  the  bottom  of  tlie  sac 
of  the  valves,  and  sometimes  there  is  bone 
on  the  aorta  opposite  the  valves.  The 
quantity  of  bone  i*i  sonictime^  \»'rv  ijreat, 
and  occttsiooaliy  you  will  und  u  lu  miuuie 
granules,  and  not  very  firmly  adhereDt«  so 
that  by  rubbing  it  with  the  finger  portions 
come  oflf  in  the  form  of  grit 

These  changes  are  not  the  only  ones, 
however,  that  we  observe  in  the  valves. 
Occasionally  wo  find  excrescences,  and 
these  are  so  mucii  like  venereal  warts  on 


the  genitals,  that  Corvisart,  who  has  w  rit 
ten  a  very  good  work  on  Diseases  of  the 

Heart,  actually  believed  thev  M  pre  syphili- 
tic.  Now  the  appearance  t>t  w  arts  on  the 
genitals  does  not  depend  npoa  their  being 
syphilitic,  hut  u]miii  tluir  heing  morbid 

frowtUs  of  a  particular  structure ;  and  we 
now  that  in  the  greater  number  of  cases 
tlie  warts  depend  upon  mere  iiritation, 
witlioiit  auy  thing  else. 

TlicM-  excrescences  are  very  various  in 
their  appearance.  Sometimee  they  ata 
variously  j)oiuted,  so  as  tn  exactly  rest^'m 
ble  venereal  warts,  and  sometimes  they 
are  of  a  ver^  great  length.  I  opened  a 
body  last  spring  in  which  the  excrescences 
were  so  long  that  they  nearly  reached  to 
the  apex  of  the  heart.  It  was  the  ex- 
tremest  case  I  have  ever  seen.  There  were 
a  number  of  projections  frt)m  the  outside 
of  the  mitral  valve,  but  it  was  at  tbe  roots 
of  the  aortic  valves  where  diey  were  so 
very  lontc. 

When  tlie  valves  become  so  changed  in 
various  ways,  they  frequently  shrink,  and 
become  shallow,  and  they  also  shrink 
in  breadth.  They  also  frequently  be- 
come shorter,  so  that  the  aperture  is 
altogether  diminidied ;  and  when  bone  is 
deposited  upon  them  they  fret|uently  be- 
come brittle,  and  from  being  brittle  they 
split  and  crack.  The  point  at  whidi  the 
two  valves  unite  together  fteqnently  sepa- 
rate*?, they  are  no  lonp-er  botmd  down,  and 
the  two  are  thrown  into  ouej  and  at  Uiat 
point  the  valves  frequently  more  or  less 
split.  This  is  a  very  common  occurrence. 
The  valve  is  so  corrugated  that  the  divi- 
slon  between  the  two  is  lost,  and  they 
split.  This  is  just  the  same  occurrence 
that  takes  place  in  the  interior  of  an  artery 
when  bone  is  deposited  there,  and  an  aneu- 
rism arises  from  the  deposition  of  bone, 
and  not  from  the  mere  coat  of  tlie  artery. 
Bone  is  deposited  in  the  middle  of  an  ar- 
tery, and  the  eoat  splits.  In  the  case  of 
the  licart,  it  is  not  an  artery  that  is  anVctcd, 
and  therefore  an  aneurism  is  not  produced, 
but  the  part  splits  in  tbe  same  way.  Dr. 
BaiUie  1ms  given  an  excellent  sepiMeilt** 
tion  of  some  of  these  affections. 

V\  ben  the  aortic  valves  become  opaane, 
thickened,  indurated,  and  rugged,  they 
sometimes  corrugate,  sn  n<^  to  cTirl  in 
towards  tbe  side  of  tbe  at>rta,  and  some- 
times so  as-to  torn  ont  There  is  nothing 
very  wonderful  in  all  this.  Sometimes 
thev  are  neither  curled  in  nor  out,  but  re- 
main rugged.  A  paper  was  read  by  a  gen- 
tleman at  a  society  announcing  this  as  ft 
vvT}'  great  discovcrx',  but  really  it  was 
no  discovery  at  all.  On  looking  into 
the  work  of  Corvisart,  which  contains  a 
niH-ss  of  information  <in  discaseJ*  of  the 
Heart  and  the  Aorta,  and  is  the  best 
you  can  possess,  next  to  Lacnncc'fl  nn 
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Diseases  of  the  Chest,  I  ret-uHcct  hu 
■Cftteii,  witbout  annoondnf  It  as  any 

thin((  imp<»rtant,  that sornt  time;  the  ralrcs 
are  folded  in,  and  sometimes  tbc^  are 
folded  out.  The  aimoanoeiiMDt  of  tiiit  M 
a  great  disoorery  reminds  one  of  the  man, 
wh<»  b«'int/  asked  why  hv  turned  his  thumbs 
cnrcr  each  other  one  wav,  replied,  he  could 
tarn  them  tlic  other. 

Orr-a-sionallv  mu  will  find  tbnf  the  in- 
duration is  mvn^ly  at  the  rooih  of  the 
Talve:  on  robbhig  each  ton  wUl  find  the 
root  semicircular  and  hard.  These  arc 
the  « ^i*  ^  varieties  of  disease  of  the  valves. 

In  regard  tn  ussification,  although  it  is 
seen  so  commonly  in  the  aortie  Talves  and 
tlie  mitral  valve,  it  is  a  yrrv  rare  tliini?  in- 
deed  to  find  the  diseaitc  advancing  so  far 
npon  theright  side  of  the  heart,  hnt  larraove 
rare  indceato  see  it  iimctn  <1  5:0  far  ujwn 
the  valves  of  the  pulmonary  artery;  and 
the  tricuspid  valve  of  the  right  side  is  far 
more  fireooently  diseased  than  the  semi- 
lunar  valves  of  the  pulnKmary  artery. 
Thus  the  aortic  and  mitral  valves  arc  not 
only  far  more  diseased  than  those  on  the 

riiffit  side,  T>\it,  to  j^o  to  tlie  l  ittrr  situation, 
the  tricuspid  valve  is  more  frequently  dis. 
eased  than  tlie  valves  of  the  pulnionary 
artery. 

Tlie  rhancfCfi  to  bone  and  cart i) nee.  when 
they  occur  in  young  persons,  arc  muiouht- 
cdlV  the  resalt,  in  by  Au-  the  largest  ma- 
jority of  eases,  of  mere  accidental  inthun- 
mation,  so  that  without  having  rheuma- 
tism, caching  cold,  or  being  exp<MMd  to 
the  causes  of  inflammation,  tlie  individnal 
would  ncTer  hare  suffered  the  di««eas6. 
But  lh«8e  affections,  when  they  occur  in 
old  iwrsons,  I  believe  rarely  can  be  traced 
to  any  particulnr  attack  of  inflammation  j 
they  appear  to  be  a  di^(»ieratiuu  of  stme- 
tore  dependent  npon  age.  Some  parts  of 
the  body  under  the  influence  of  age  suffer 
transfurmationa  sooner  than  others,  and 
this  portion  of  ilm  heart  will  become  dis- 
eased in  old  persons  leally  from  a  disposi- 
tion to  organic  disease,  and  not  from  the 
result  of  accidental  inllammation.  There 
are  Instances  of  this  dbnnge  of  siractaw 
whi(  }i  I'irt  (ommon  in  various  partlQif  the 
IkkIv  as  individuals  grow  older. 

Ai though  those  arc  the  parts  of  the  lining 
nsembrane  of  the  heart  which  toe  inoet 
frequcntlv  diseased,  vet  vfiu  will  occasion- 
ally see  the  lining  lucmiinme  of  the  vcn- 
trides  and  auricles,  hnt  particularlv  the 
former,  thickened  very  mucn,  and  hardened 
in  other  parts.  Sometimes  the  lining 
menbnaie  is  paiticniarlv  thidteaed  where 
it  lines  the  ventricles,  ^vliile  at  tlic  valves 
it  is  in  a  healthy  condition  ;  bnt  this  is  an 
exception  to  the  general  rule.  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  thing  else  worthy  of  being 
partieiUarly  mentioned  :ls  to  iliscaiCS  of 
the  Uning  membrane  of  the  heart 


Theru  is,  however,  one  little  circnm- 
stance  which  I  do  not  find  to  be  much  dwelt 
iiIHtii  in  bo<j>c5,  Tind  it  is,  perhaps,  the  re- 
sult of  inflammation.  Occasionally,  after 
chrenic  pericarditis,  there  will  he  a  depo. 
sition  of  lymph  under  the  mitral  or  tricus- 
pid valve,  which  will  bind  it  completely 
down,  so  as  to  prevent  it  from  iVilfilling  its 
fttnctkms.  I  have  myself  seen  several  in- 
stances of  this  occurrence.  It  is  just  men- 
tioned, but  no  more.  My  attention  wati 
drawn  to  It  hy  Dr.  James  Johnson,  or  I 
should  not  othcrviisc,  I  think,  have 
known  any  thing  about  it.  After  1 
had  published  a  case  of  this  description, 
I  finud  it  had  been  mentionni  some 
years  ago  incidentally  in  an  account  of 
the  dissection  uf  a  body ;  bnt  in  the 
regular  books  on  diseases  of  the  heart  I 
do  not  recollect  havini;  been  able  to  meet 
with  any  mention  of  the  circumstance. 
Yon  know  that  the  trienspid  and  mitial 
valves  have  a  free  floating  curtain,  and 
that  if  lymph  be  deposited  betv^  een  ihera 
and  the  heart,  they  may  Ix*  houud  down. 
A  striking  instance  of  the  fi  rst  of  these  af- 
fectioiis  nrt  urrcd  to  mc,  and  I  have  never 
met  but  with  three  or  four  cases.  1  have 
given  a  representation  of  the  case  in  mv 
work  on  Diseases  of  the  Heart.  One  half 
of  the  valve  \v!i«  honnd  down,  and  the  (»ther 
half  rcmaiiK «1  lli>utuitr.  That  which  was 
bomid  down  formed  a  continnons  saiface 
intn  the  ventricle.  Tlii'^  was  a  case  of 
common  rheumatic  inllammation:  tha 
woman  had  had  rheomatism  several  timei, 
she  bad  hod  tlisease  of  the  valves,  and  also 
inflammation  of  the  left  ventricle. 

^^ow  and  then  you  will  see  a  little  ul- 
ceration of  this  membrane,  hat  that  Is  a 
very  rare  occurrence. 

tlffict  tipon  tkt  Functions  of  ths  llettit. — 
After  having  tronbled  yon  so  long  with 
these  morbid  appearances,  we  will  eonsider 
\^  hat  effect  these  changes  must  have  upon 
the  functions  of  the  heart.  Now  the  effect 
may  be  two-fold; — it  may  be  to  diminish 
the  aperture  throujrh  which  the  blood 
escapes  Irom  the  auricles  or  from  the  ven- 
tricles, or  it  may  prevent  the  yalves  ftom 
doinij^  their  duty  in  offerinc:  obstruction 
to  the  blood  when  it  uttcmpls  to  come 
back.  Hence  these  chanij^e^  may  cause  an 
obstruction  to  the  blood  going  from  the 
nnricles  to  the  vcntriele'^^,  or  from  the  ven 
tricles  to  the  pnlmonary  arterv  or  the  aorta, 
or  prevent  the  valves  m>m  obering  an  oh. 
stniction  to  tho  !>!-.(m!.  ««»  that  it  rushes 
back  in  some  degree  from  the  ventricles  to 
the  anrioles,  or  from  the  pnlmonarv  artery 
or  aorta  into  the  ventricles.  When  the 
aperture  is  diminished,  and  the  valves 
grow  up,  then,  of  course,  tliere  will  be  au 
obstrnetioD  to  the  transit  of  the  blood; 
but  *'cry  frequently  the  vahes  iHCoine  so 
rugged  that  they  will  not  di^itcud  by  the 
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bloutt  which  attempts  to  return, and  thene- 
ton  can  n»  longer  perfisnn  tiM  oA<ie  of  a 

valve.  When  the  blood  drirea  back  a^inst 
tbt*ra,  ft  i)ortion  of  it  actually  does  tfo 
thrnugli,  hut  «»f  course  not  the  whole,  he- 
caose,  whenever  the  Tilfes  are  indurated 
and  rugged,  the  aperture  is  diminished, 
and  therefore  at  the  same  time  that  the 
ctiminatifni  of  the  apertate  pments  i^t 
the  blood  from  ffoiui>;  out  that  should  do 
MO,  it  prevents  some  from  coming  back 
that  wishes  to  do  so,  and  therefore  there 
is  not  a  eomplete  but  partial  retrocession. 
Now  the  same  thing  will  occur  if  the 
vaiveii  happen  to  be  bound  donii;  but  I 
have  ne?er  leen  the  valta  boand  down,  ex« 
< »  pt  in  the  ease  of  the  tricuspid,  and  I 
cujiuot  conceive  it  possible  tl^at  it  can 
faapi>en  in  the  case  of  the  •emilonar  valves 
t>f  the  aorta  or  the  pnlmonaiy  arteij;  bat 
if  the  aortic  valves  are  corni^-ated,  nnd  are 
only  half  their  size,  then  the}'  can  iumish 
no  proper  obstrnetion,  and  a  qnantity  <^ 
l»h>od  will  rctTim  'I'hus  disease  of  the 
valves  may  prevent  the  blood  from  aoing 
In  a  natatal  ooane,  or  they  may  allow  it 
in  some  measure  to  come  backwards. 

AttnTHhittory  Signs.  —  These  occurrences 
could  not  be  known  formerly  in  the  living 
subject*  bat  now  that  the  ears  are  employ. 
e<l,  they  may  frequently  ho  dcteete<l  diirinc 
life.  1  prMome  you  are  aware  that  if  you 
place  yoor  car  over  the  heart,  or  employ 
the  stethoscope  with  one  oxtrrinity  placed 
over  that  ortraii,  that  you  hear  two  sounds. 
The  first  sound  which  takes  place  is  rather 
long,  and  it  is  immediately  followed  by  a 
jihort  'inri  i  f  '-ound,  so  that  you  have  a 
double  £i>und  when  the  heart  acts.  The 
fint  eoand  which  yon  hear  ocean  at  the 
moment  of  tin  in)]ietusof  the  heart  atjainst 
the  side,  and  the  second  immediately 
after  it  The  stroke  of  the  heart  and 
the  fint  sound  take  place  both  together, 
and  occur,  if  you  feel  the  pulse  at  the 
Wrist,  a  little  before  it ;  at  least  in  most 
cnea  Sometiinei  von  cannot  dittingnish 
any  intmal  at  nil  hetweon  the  stroke  of 
the  heart  and  the  pulse  at  the  a'rist,  but 
very  frequently  yon  can,and  thit,  of  conm, 
arises  from  the  distance  of  the  radial  ar. 
Icry  from  the  heart.  If  vou  Ak?1  the  artery 
nearer  the  iiearijvou  find  a  less  interval;  if 
you  f«cl  the  temporal  artery,  or  the  aorta 
itself,  there  is  no  interval  at  all.  Yon 
may  feel  the  aorta  at  the  arch,  and  if  you 
place  one  finger  on  that,  and  one  on  the 
neart,  you  find  that  the  stroke  at  each  is 
simultaneous;  but  if  you  place  one  finder 
on  the  wrist,  you  find  there  is  an  interval, 
bat  it  is  exceedingly  smalt,  and  it  is  quite 
clear  that  the  pulse  at  the  wri  t  is  irame. 
diately  consequent  on  the  impuli^e  of  the 
heart  The  tecond  sound,  which  takes 
pJaoe  alter  the  impulse  of  tiie  heart,  always 


occurs  in  health  ailer  the  pulse  at  the 
wrist;  and  the  polseof  the  wrist  and  the 

stroke  of  the  heart  occur  so  close  together 
that  in  common  language  we  may  say  they 
are  simultaneous,  l.aeuncc  sujiposed  that 
the  first  sound  of  the  lican  took  place 
from  the  contraction  of  the  ventricle,  and 
that  the  second  occurred  from  the  contrac- 
tion of  the  anricle,  and  so  he  was  able  to 
])rediet  where  an  obttTttCtion  wauld  ba 
found  after  death. 

In  regard  to  the  nature  of  those  sounds 
which  occur  in  health,  I  will  not  dsseribo 
them,  becjinse  vou  have  only  to  place  a 
stethoscope,  or  your  car,  over  your  friend's 
cheet,  in  the  nmon  of  ttie  heart,  and  yon 
will  immediately  perceive  them.  Rut  if 
there  be  an  obstruction,  so  that  the  blood 
cannot  pass  out  of  the  left  ventricle  into 
the  aorta,  or  from  the  right  ventricle  into 
the  pulmonary  artery,  frceh,  then,  in  most 
instances,  tliere  is  an  alteration  of  tlio 
sound.  If  the  mouth  of  the  pulmonary 
artcrvor  of  theaortabcnhstructed,  n  simi 
lar  efrcct  is  produced  to  that  of  the  arch  of 
a  bridge  being  narrowed,  which  only  per- 
mits  the  stream  to  pass  through  it  at  a 
certain  ]>ace.  The  stream  passing  through 
a  narrowed  arch  makes  a  whizzing  sound, 
which  was  not  heard  before;  and  so  if  the 
hloofl,  v-hilr  puv^iT)^  from  the  Tentricles 
iuUi  the  pulmonary  artery  or  the  aorta, 
meets  wiu  an  obstrnetion,  it  prodaces  a 
sound  not  heanl  in  h(  alth. 

This  sound  occasionally  resembles  that 
produced  l)y  a  pair  of  bellows,  and  is  tliere. 
fore  called  a  bellows  sounrf,  or  in  French^ 
bruit  tie  ioiijjlet.  Oerasionally  it  is  shrill, 
and  then  it  is  coiled  a  racing  sound,  or 
bruit  it  rdpe.  Sometimes  it  u  like  the 
action  of  a  Jive  «aic,  and  then  it  is  called 
bruit  de  seie.  It  may  resemble  the  .sound 
of  bellows,  the  sound  of  a  file,  or  the  sound 
of  a  saw.  We  want  one  word  for  all 
thew  sounds  together,  and  perhaps  the 
term  preternatural  sound  would  be  a  good 
generic  word  to  embrace  them.  I  nam 
used  it  in  thr  ^nrk  on  Diseases  Of  the 
Heart  to  comprehend  them  all. 

If  the  obstrncrion  be  between  one  of  the 
auricles  and  the  corresponding  ventricle, 
then  it  is  the  necond  sound  which  is  alter- 
ed ;  und  it  is  after  tiia  heat  of  the  heart, 
aft«r  the  palse  at  the  wrist,  that  you  hear 
this  pretcrnnfunil  sound,  whether  it  be  a 
bellows,  a  sawing,  or  a  filing  sound.  There 
is  a  dillerenee  of  opinion  at  tfus  morisent 
as  to  whether  Tiacunce  was  rit^ht  in  as- 
crihini?  the  second  sound  to  the  contraction 
of  the  auricle,  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
that  he  was  wrong.  My  reason  is  this : — 
On  passing  the  stethoscope  over  the  heart 
of  a  jack-ass,  when  the  heart  was  laid 
bare,  according  to  the  experiment  of  Dr. 
Hope,  I  faeaid  the  second  sound  when  the 
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Blethoscopc  was  placed  upon  the  Tcntriclc. 
The  aoaad  dearly  came  from  the  ventricle: 
and  I  was  told  by  others  -who  could  see 
what  happened,  that  the  auricle  did  not 
contract  at  that  time.    Bat  although  I 
dare  say  thi*  sound  did  not  arise  from  ihc 
mere  contraction  of  the  auricle,  yet  I  have 
no  doubt  that  it  took  place  at  the  very 
moment  when  the  blood   passed  from 
i^ie  auricle  into  the  ventricle;  because, 
as  boim  as  the  two  ventridei  have  con- 
tracted, they  dilate,  and  the  instant  their 
dilate  the  blood  must  rush  into  them.  A 
vacuum  is  formed  by  the  dilatation,  and 
the  blood  muat  rath  oat  of  the  auriGlet 
into  them,  and  I  believe  this  is  a  piLssive 
circumstance.     The  contraction  of  the 
auricle  appears  to  have  little  to  do  with 
it:  when  the  ventricle  dilates,  the  auricle 
empties  itself ;  but,  as  far  ns  I  could  ob- 
servo  in  the  experiment  made,  it  does  this 
in  an  in«|^ar  manner.  However,  a  va- 
canm  cannot  be  formed  in  the  ventricle 
without  the  blood   escaping   from  the 
auricle;  and  therefore  I  am  quite  sure 
that  when  there    is    an  oostroction 
between  the  inirulc  and  ventricle,  you 
hear  a  bellows  sound  at  the  moment 
you  should  hear  the  second  natural  sound 
of  the  heart.    You  may  form  an  necnratc 
diaffno^is  in  this  wav;  I  have  done  it  over 
and  over  again,  and  nave  always  predicted 
the  exact  part  where  the  obstruction  ex* 
istcd.     I  nave  always  taken  it  for  my 

guide  that  where  a  bellows  sound  was 
eard  at  the  moment  of  the  stroke  of  the 
heart  ni^ainst  the  side  there  was  an  ob- 
struction, either  at  the  mouth  of  the  pal* 
monary  artery,  or  at  the  moudi  of  the 
aorta;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  where 
n  bellows  sound  has  been  heard  <tfter  the 
first  natural  liuuud,  that  thou  there  has 
always  been  some  obstruction  to  the  coiirM 
of  the  blor)d  from  the  auricle  into  the  ven- 
tricle ;  or  else  the  valves  of  the  mouth  of 
the  aorta,  or  of  the  pulmonary  artery, 
have  not  done  their  duty,  so  that  the 
blood  has  partly  rushed  back  into  the  ven- 
tricle. Whatever  may  be  the  cause  of  the 
second  sound  heard  in  the  heart  in  health, 
whether  the  dilatation  of  the  ventricle  or 
not,  yet  it  is  at  that  moment  that  you  hear 
the  mUows  sound,  when  there  is  an  ob> 
struction  tn  the  course  of  the  blood  from 
the  auricle  to  the  ventricle. 

PtrM  at  whkh  lk§  BM  ttavti  th$  Auriehi. 
— Laenncc,  as  I  believe  I  before  remarked, 
states  that  at  the  moment  of  the  pnhc  at 
the  wrist,  ai  tlie  moment  of  the  .stroke  of 
tlie  heart  against  the  side  the  blood  leaves 
the  ventricles  and  rushes  into  the  pulmo- 
nary  artery  and  the  aorta,  and  that  it  is 
immediately  after  this  that  the  blood 
leaves  the  auriele  and  rushes  into  the  ven 
tricle ;  so  that  the  hrst  sound  of  the  heart 


occurs  at  the  moment  of  the  stroke  of  the 

heart  and  the  pulse  at  the  wrist,  or  just 
before  it :  the  difference  being  exceedingly 
minute  depends  upon  the  rush  of  tlie 
blood  from  the  ventricle,  and  the  second 
sound  depends  upon  the  rush  of  the  bloml 
into  the  ventricle    from    the  auride. 
Laennec,  I  believe,  considers  the  first  of 
these  sounds  the  effect  of  contraction  of 
the  ventricle,  and  the  second  the  eflfect  n{ 
contraction  of  the  auricle.    It  perhaps 
may  he  doubted  whether,  in  the  latter  case, 
it  arises  from  a  contraction  of  the  ainit  !r, 
but  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  it  takes 
plaoe  at  the  period  he  mentions,  hut  in  all 
probability  it  arises  from  the  flow  of  the 
blood  out  of  the  one  cavity  int<»  the  other, 
it  lia-s  been  said  that  if  you  inspect  the 
heart  of  a  jliving  animal  you  see  that  the 
auricle  contracts  before  the  ventricle— the 
reverse  of  what  Laenncc  has  stated.  This, 
certainly,  I  have  seen.   But  it  is  to  be 
considered  that  the  muscular  jiart  of  the 
auricle  is  very  inconsiderable,  that  the 
greater  ])art  is'a  mere  venous  sinus,  and  it 
must  be,  I  imagine,  when  the  ventricle  ia 
contracted  and   dilated  that  the  blood 
rushes  into  it.    Now  the  ventricles  dilate 
the  moment  they  have  oontracte^l,  and 
tlurefore  I  should  cf)necive  that  this  rush 
of  the  blood  from  the  auricle  is  an  effect 
independent  of  the  eontmctioa  of  the  auri. 
de— that  it  is  mwelythe  effecrt  of  a  vacuum 
produced  in  the  ventricle  by  its  dilatation, 
so  that  the  blood  rushes  ou  as  it  does  from 
the  vensd  cava*.    In  the  experiments  1 
saw,  the  auricle  contracted  with  all  sorts  of 
imgulanty,  sometimes  before  the  ventricle, 
sometimes  after  it;  and  I  have  seen  five 
or  six  contractions  of  the  auricle  to  one 
of  the  ventricle,  so  that  I  do  not  think 
the  ventricle  is  filled  by  the  action  of 
auricle.   Another  great  aisnmeat  is,  that 
I  bnve  been  able  to  miTKc  n:?  riccurate 
diagnosis  by  observing  the  peruKhi  of  the 
morbid  sounds  as  Laennee  has  stated  them. 
Whenever  there  has  been  a  contraction  of 
the  mouth  of  the  aorta,  or  of  the  pulmo- 
nary artery,  the  preternatural  s«>und,  whe- 
tlier  it  hM  been  a  bellows,  a  sawing,  a 
rasping,  or  a  cooint?  sound,  has  been  nt  the 
moment  of  the  stroke  of  the  heart.  When- 
ever the  tricuspid,  or  the  mitral  valve,  haa 
been  dis<>ased,  whenever  1  have  seen  tlie 
opening  between  the  anrivlc  and  the  ven. 
tricle  on  either  side  eontnM^  or  narrow- 
ed, then  the  morbid  sound  which  I  have 
heard  has  always  been  after  the  i)ulse — 
after  the  stroke  of  the  heart,  shewing  that 
it  is  at  that  time  that  the  blood  leaves  the 
auricle — that  is  to  say,  as  R»>on  as  the  ven- 
tricles have  emptied  themselves  and  dilated 
again.   It  so  happens  that  within  these 
few  days  a  postmortem  examinatinn  ti.is 
been  publittbed  which  look  place  abroad. 


L 
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It  was  the  CM*  of  Dr.  Hupkins,  who  waa 
formerly  •  lectuier  at  Mr.  Grainger*!,  is 

the  B(ifouu;h.  stated  here  that  the 

left  rentriculo  auhcttlar  opening  of  the 
heart  was  ossified  In  its  whole  drcvm- 
ferenca  lev  three  lines  in  breadth,  and  that 
there  was  n  sinprular  contraction  of  the 
opening.    Nuw  it  so  happens  that  this 
gentleman  came  to  me,  on  the  lit  July, 
(havintr  died,  1  suppose,  about  two  months 
ago,  for  the  dissection  is  dated  February 
I^t)  with  oedema  of  the  lower  extremittea 
nnd  difficulty  (»f  breathing.    I  examined 
his  chest,  and  in  n  nuimi-nt  saw  siifns  of 
dr^dful  disease  ol'  tlit-  luart,    1  made 
pretty  eatendve  no ti  s  of  ilie  vase  at  the 
time;  and  fonndiiit;  the  diagnosis  on  what 
Laoincc  has  said,  i  stated  there  was  dis- 
ease of  the  mitral  valTe.   I  beard  in  that 
e&m  a  rery  extraordinary  sound  immedi- 
atfl  V  after  the  stroke  of  the  heart.    It  was 
not  a  bellows  sound,  but  a  variety  of  pre. 
tematnial  sonnda,  and  sometimes  then 
were  two  or  three  of  them  in  rapid  succcs- 
.«iion.    it  occurred  immediately  after  tlic 
iiulse,  and  was  heard  on  tbe  leftside  of  the 
iK-art's  region.    When  1  listened  with  the 
naked  ear,  instead  of  this  extraordinaiy 
sound  it  appeared  like  the  wand  of  a  saw. 
1  did  not  doubt  that  he  had  dimase  of  the 
mitral  valve,  or  that  if  there  were  not  an 
obstruction  to  the  course  of  the  blood  into 
tlia  Tentride  from  tiie  anricle,  that  the 
aortic  valves  were  so  diseased  as  to  let  a 
little  blood  comeback.    I  therefore  wrote 
down  in  my  mite -book,  **  disease  of  the 
mitml  valve,  or  else  imperfect  action  of 
the  acirtic  valves."    Of  course,  if  I.acnnec 
be  wrong,  it  stands  to  reason  that  the 
soand  I  heard  ought  to  have  been  heard 
at  the  moment  of  the  licart'*?  aetion.  Hut 
here  is  a  dissection  taking  place  in  a 
foreign  country  by  a  jierson  who  knew 
nothing  of  me  or  of  mv  diasfno^is,  and 
here  is  the  p<»stmorteni  examination,  and 
my  written  account  of  tlic  slate  of  the 
heart,  corroborating  caeh   other.  This 
shews  us,  as  more  than  twentv  '>r  tlurty 
c»aci  have  done  bel'ore,  that  Lacuucc  is 
light   He  may  be  wrong  in  sayUig  that 
the  auricle  contracts  then,  but  I  eannot 
consider  him  incorreet  in  saying  that  the 
blood  rushes  at  llmt  moment  from  the 
aoride  into  the  ventricle.   Some  ascribe 
the  sound  to  the  circumstance  of  th*- ven- 
tricle dilating,  but  I  am  not  aware  that  it 
aivea  a  mnnd.   I  should  think  it  more 
likely  that  it  is  owing  to  the  rush  of  hlood 
into  the  ventricle.    1  regretted,  when  Dr. 
Hopkins  went  abroad,  that  I  should  not 
have  an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  dis- 
scftitin  \v!fl»  »)u' dias:nosis,  and  ilienforc  I 
WH.<t  graiiltcd  when  i  saw  the  cu.^u  pub- 
lisbco. 
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FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  ARDOMEN, 

JXtignMie  Hftfrltf  of  its  XHisait. 
Br  Rich  Ann  Bbioht,  M.D.  F.R.S.  &c. 


Lectire  II, 

Having  in  my  former  lecture  enumerated  - 
the  diief  sources  of  morbid  change  within 

the  abdomen,  I  shall  now  enter  somewhat 
in  detail  into  the  various  symptoms  wiiich 
are  to  occupy  our  attention  in  tbe  invetti- 
gation  of  diseases  having  their  seat  in  this 
portion  of  the  body,  with  a  view  of  render- 
ing our  diagnosis  more  cumplcte. 

And  first,  the  countenance,  the  posture, 
and  the  general  manner  of  the  patient,  may 
occasionally  furnish  us  with  some  venr  va- 
luable suggestions.  Thus  the  eye  la  at 
once  struck  with  the  colotir  of  the  eom 
plexion,  varying  from  the  faintest  sallow 
tinge  to  the  most  briiiiaut  jaundice  j  and 
viulous  deductions  as  to  the  state  of  tfaa 
spleen,  the  liver,  and  iIh'  hiliary  secretions, 
will  at  once  force  themselves  on  the  mind, 
in  connexion  with  these  fhcts,  as  I  shall 
hereafter  have  occasion  to  point  <mt  more 
partieuhirl  V.  N<>  less  strikingly  marked  is 
the  pallid,  bloated,  Icucopblegmatic  coun- 
tenance, which  attends  certain  functional 
d\srav<s  (if  tlie  kidney,  or  that  pale  un- 
wholesome UM)k  which,  when  accompanied 
with  otlMT  eorroborativo  symptoms,  marks 
the  existence  of  malijjnant  disease  within 
the  abdomen ;  and  equally  distinctive  is 
the  shrunk  and  shrivelled  countenance  de* 
rived  fimnn  long-continued  disease  of  tba 
stomach  and  alimentary  canal. 

The  countenance  otteu  allurds  indica- 
tions of  the  cause  on  which  some  symp. 
loms  depend,  which  are  capable  of  being 
derived  from  various  causes  j  for  instance, 
if  fluid  has  accumulated  in  the  abdomen, 
tlie  countenance  may  be  bloated,  and  pur- 
ple on  the  projections  of  the  cheeks,  the 
lips,  and  tlie  nose,  when  the  cause  of  dis 
ease  Ues  in  the  heart;  more  completely 
dintrv  in  all  its  parts,  and  darker  on  the 
lips,  and  darker  on  the  conjunctiva,  when 
the  obstruction  of  the  lungs  has  at  length 
l)r»»duced  effusion;  this  purple  (more  iiar 
ticularly  where  the  heart  has  been  gorged) 
shaded  with  yellow  in  proportion  as  the 
liver  has  become  oppres>ed  by  the  retarded 
eirculation  ;  the  eonii)le\ion  still  more 
ydlow  will  re  the  diseased  liver  ban  tu:tcd 
a  more  primary  part  in  causing  the  ascites; 
the  countenance  shrunk  and  fumiwcd 


^  kjui^uo  i.y  Google 


DR.  BRIORT  ON  THE  FUNCTIONS  OP  THE  ABDOMEN 


vfhem  Uie  effusion  has  (»ntiuucd,  aud  tlic 
Tiscem  of  tiie  «MMini  have,  one  by  one, 
been  involved  in  diaease. 

The  c*.untenance  likewise,  in  acute  at- 
taekii,  furnishes  us  w  ith  much  important 
knowledfe;  and  although  it  will  not  be 

jiidieious  to  trust  to  its  iTidieutions  too 
implicitly,  yet  as  corruUurative  of  other 
^yln])toms,  or  as  opposed  to  them,  wedaily 
find  their  importance  in  unravelling  the 
corajdicatcd  and  enntmdictor)-  symptoms 
with  which  sympallictie  «Ulccti(*ns,  more 
parttenlarly  connected  with  hysteria,  at  one 
time  mafik,  and  at  annth'M-  imitate,  the 
sjiasiDudic  and  the  inllamutatury  diseases 
of  the  abdomen. 

The  posture  assunitd  by  tlic  patient, 
whether  in  bed  or  sitting,  often  forcibly 
attracts  the  experienced  eye.  In  peri- 
toneal inflammation,  particularly  whan 
the  rnemhrnne  lining  the  panetes  is 
chictly  im{)licated,  the  1^  are  generally 
sligbUy  dmwn  np,  so  aa  to  prevent  the 
tension  of  Uie  inflamed  parts.  The  pa- 
tient prefers  lying  on  his  back;  and  in 
whatever  position  he  finds  ease,  in  that  he 
Demaine,  unwilling  to  risk  the  slightest  al- 
teration. When  t!u'  pain  is  spasmodic  the 
Icga  arc  often  dmwu  up  eh>sely  to  the  body, 
and  the  position  is  frequently  and  even 
forcibly  changed.  When  disease  of  the 
heart  gives  rise  to  ascites,  the  semi- 
recnmbent  poeitkm  wlU  he  preferred. 
In  most  cases  of  unnatural  enlargement 
or  tumor  of  the  abdomen,  n  peculiarly  re. 
strained  position  of  the  body  in  waikin^ror 
alttinfr  may  be  obsenped<^a  kind  of  elfort 
i»t!istrintlv  made  to  support  thf  imaccus- 
tomed  weight,  so  that  1  have  detected 
aedtM,  where  eoncealment  was  the  object, 
by  this  (in  umstance  alone. 

There  are  likewi«!e  hints  to  be  gathered 
from  the  general  mauner,  which  are  uot  to 
be  overlooked :-*the  subdued  manner  of 
decided  inflammatory  dinea'se,  « bt  n  con- 
tiusted  with  Uie  free  air  of  comparative 
health,  which  attends  even  severe  Dearal> 
gic  jiains,  or  the  excited,  flighty,  and 
changing  aspect  of  the  hysteric  patient ; 
the  regained  movements  also,  which 
soosetimes  bespeak  slight  rheumatic  affec- 

tions  of  tbr  joints,  nnd  tliTi<:  tlirow  light 
upon  the  uaiurc  oi  some  inHoiomatory  at- 
tacks on  the  bowels,  are  aU  snbjeets  well 
worthy  of  attention. 

The  appearauce  of  the  tongue  varies 
mnch  in  abdominal  disease,  but  there  are, 
undoubtedly,  some  pretty  constant  indica- 
tions. In  simple  dy^jH  jisia,  its  white  and 
clammy  surface;  when  ciy.<>pcp!<ia  is  at- 
tended* with  irritation  of  tiie  liver,  and 
prolmhly  the  (lui«lenuin,  that  white  con- 
verted into  a  yellow  fur;  the  red  tongue  of 
intestinal  disease;  the  stIU  more  red,  Che 
aphthou>,  and  excoriated  surface,  which  il 
assumes  iu  more  advaaood  and  more  con* 


tinned  irritation  of  the  villous  membrane; 
the  scarlet  tip  and  edges,  and  the  red  cen- 
tral line  bounded  by  a  brown,  an  ash-c«K 
loured,  or  a  yellow  fnr,  in  hepatic  infl>im. 
mation;— >all  thc&c  referring  imme<hatciy 
to  the  disease  of  the  abdomen,  while  there 
are  others  serving  to  point  out  tlie  general 
condition  of  the  ^tem,  and  thus  to  throw 
light  on  the  canse  of  the  abdominal  dit. 
ease;  amongst  which  the  thiek  and  tangi- 
ble  moist  white  crust  of  rlieinnatisni,  the 
dryer  and  less  general  white  fur  of  inilaui- 
mation,  and  the  pallid  tongue  of  chlorosis, 
may  be  nientiont  f! 

The  pulse  is  a  nuvst  imp>rtant  symptom 
in  thb  as  In  otiier  classes  of  disease,  point- 
ing out  the  general  fact  <>f  inflammatory 
action,  and  ihc  progre^^  of  that  action  from 
its  more  violent  8tage5,  accompanied  with 
tone  and  power,  to  its  gradual  subsidence 
in  health,  f>r  its  tntn«*iti<'n  into  sinking  and 
collapse,  either  graduuiiy,  by  the  exhaus- 
tion of  tiie  vital  powers,  or  moresnddenlj, 
by  effusion,  bv  rupture,  or  bv  tlivorganiza- 
tion.  The  full  aud  frequent  pulse,  when 
the  more  solid  viscem  are  inflamed ;  the 
quicker,  the  harder,  and  the  more  wiry 
pulse,  when  membranes  or  the  intestines 
are  implicated;  the  quick,  sharp,  irritable 
pulse  of  excessive  sanguineous  depletion  ; 
the  rapid,  the  weak,  the  almost  countless 
thread  of  arterial  actions,  which  denotes 
the  approach  of  fbtal  change;  the  uneven, 
irregular,  and  intermitting  beat  which  in- 
dieates  too  snreW  impending  dissolution. 
Nor  must  we  be  iiiattentive  to  the  progres- 
sive stages  by  which  these  changes  nava 
been  brought'about,  mul  the  congniity  be- 
tween the  indications  of  the  pulse  and  the 
other  symptoms  of  disease,  since (hnn  these 
circumstances  we  shall  sometimes  derive  a 
hint  as  to  the  degree  in  which  nervous  ir- 
ritability mingles  iUself  with  inflammatnry 
action,  or  even  imitates  its  outward  signs. 
If  slight  dyspepsia  can  so  disturb  the 
rhythm  of  the  circulation  as  to  lead  into 
constant  errors  with  regard  to  the  condi- 
tion  of  the  heart,  and  if  the  vcrv  approach 
of  the  physician  can  hurry  on  tlie  pMl.«ie  of 
the  h  v»iteric  female,  so  that  it  shall  at  once 
double  its  velocity,  we  must  easily  sec  how 
likely  such  causes  are  to  influence  the 
pulse  in  diseases  where  the  stuuiach,  the 
iMrwds,  and  tfie  ntems,  are  all  liable  to  be 
primarily  or  secondarily  afb  cti  <1. 

In  many  diseases,  botli  chronic  and 
acute,  aflccting  tlie  abdomen,  the  senso- 
rium  sympathizes:  thus,  for  Instance,  in 
acute  jK^rittijiitis,  although  we  cannot  f  on- 
sider  the  wandering  deiinum  wiili  which 
it  is  often  accompanied  as  diagnostic,  it  la 
certainly  a  fircquent  attc  ndnnt,  and  gene- 
rally a  very  alanuing,  if  not  iatal,  symptom. 
The  inflammation  and  ulceiatlon  of  the 
villous  membrane  of  the  bowels  which 
take  pUwe  in  fercr,  are  often  attended 
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with  a  degree  of  deliiiam  which  has  been 
ittistalKn  for  the  raaolt  of  phrenitis,  though 
the  aficction  of  the  brain  or  its  mem- 
lininf's  has  been  entirely  secondary 
i  uilHiiimatory  congestion  iu  the  liver  ib 
often  the  tonroe  of  lempoiwy  nental 
alienation,  ^oim  timrv;  ending  in  insanity, 
lo  more  chronic  dii>eases,  as  those  at- 
tended with  jaundice  or  sa  trndne  raten. 
tion  or  absorption  of  the  hilc,  we  huvc  de- 
pression of  spirits  as  a  consequence  possibly 
of  the  poison  circulating  through  the  brain. 
80  Uscwiae  in  dyspepsia,  nothiiif  is 
more  common,  an<]  iiothincf  more  distress* 
ii^,  than  the  occasional  oppression  of  the 
nervons  srstem,  and  the  frnjuent  perfcr- 
sion  of  tlif  judgment,  especially  with  re- 
nxd  to  things  in  which  the  patient  is 
nimelf  inteieeted,  leading  to  confirmed 
hjpochondriasis  or  decided  mania.  De« 
ranged  functions  «>r  the  kidneys  in- 
fluence very  furcibiv  tiie  sensorinni;  and 
tlw  iappreMi<m  of  toe  vrinafy  secretii»n  is 
npt  trr  itnuinate  in  coma  and  death, 
cither  from  the  effusion  of  serum,  or  from 
eome  unhoown  depieinng  action  exerted 
on  tlie  brain.  The  utemt  abo  excites  the 
most  powerful  ^sympathies  npon  the  sen- 
sorium,  who&c  derangement  evinces  itself 
in  all  the  varied  fiinns  of  hysteria, catalepsy, 
hyst.  ric  epilepsy,  paniytie,  and  hysteric 
mania. 

Ob  the  other  haa^  there  are  oertain 

diseases  g^rcatly  affecting  the  alimentary 
t-nn;il,  wJiich  are  remarkably  free  fVom  ce- 
rebiitl  Minptonis — as  an  instance  of  which 
Wf  iit-ed  only  rtcal  the  composed  mind 
and  npiiarciit  ly  unaffected  condition  of  the 
brain  in  cholera. 

A  very  important  clan  of  eyDiptoaii 
may  be  found  in  the  condition  of  the  sto- 
mach,  as  learnt  from  appreciable  niodifica- 
Uons  of  its  action ; — the  iitute  of  the  appe- 
tite, tLs  it  is  natural,  excessive,  perverted, 
*)r  diTiiiiiishcd ;— theexistenceof  imnntnral 
or  perverted  action,  as  in  eructation  or  an 
approach  to  ramiaatioB,  and  in  Tomit. 
ing; — tin  time  when  vomiting  takes  pla<  e, 
with  reference  to  the  previous  meal  and  the 
eharacterof  the  matter  vomited— are  all  im- 
portant questions  in  forming  our  diagnosis ; 
• — tJip  vomiting  ocrnrring  somctimesat  par 
ticuiar  periods  of  the  day,  independently 
of  the  food  taken  in the  food  sometiniee 
rjwtcd  almost  inniKtliatdy  tliat  it  is  taken 
an — sometimes  a  few  minutes  elapsing — 
•ometimes  the  substance  taken  in  remaining 
taag  enoogli  to  be  partially  digcited,— all 
thf'M'  ( ircnrastances,  as  well  as  the 
cimracicr  of  the  matter  thrown  fVom  the 
ftosBach,  are  of  gi«ftt  importance:  thus 
we  have  the  insipid  water  of  pyrosis;  the 
acid  of  one  kind  of  dyspepsia,  tlic  bitter  of 
another;  the  green  btle  of  biliary  derange- 
ment; the  pure  blood  of  hsniiiateroess ; 
the  grumous  matter  of  inclcBBa.  it 


is  £rom  the  comuarison  of  symptoms 
like  thme  with  other  connected  drcnm. 

stances  that  we  come  to  conclusions  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  disease  on  which  th*-  dv. 
ranged  fuucliou  depends;  whellicr  il  be 
sympathy  with  distant  organs,  irritability 
of  the  organ  itself,  •)r  organic  derangement; 
and  if  me  latter,  we  are  led  to  infer  tho 
probable  titnation  which  the  disease  oe* 
cupies  in  the  stomach. 

Another  very  important  source  of  diag- 
nostic symptoms  will  be  found  m  the 
alvine  eTacnati<ms. 

WhcTi  niiy  thing  lilce  doubt  or  difficulty 
occurs  III  discovering  the  nature  of  dis« 
ease,  the  practitioner  is  not  justifiable  in 
suflering  any  false  delicacy  to  inii  rfVre 
with  observations  on  the  character  of  the 
alvine  evacuations.  It  is  impossible  to  do 
justice  to  the  patient  without  such  inveatl* 
gation,  and  it  is  not  sufficient  in  many 
cases  to  take  occasional  opportanities,  but 
on  the'eontrary.  the  eTaeaatiom  must  be 
daily  seen,  and  in  srnnc  ncnte  form':  of 
disowe  every  evacuation  must  be  kept  till 
the  visit  of  the  phyridan.  In  dysentery, 
in  cholera,  and  in  acute  attacks  of  diar- 
rhcea,  the  most  innvrtant  inferences,  as  to 
the  daily  or  hourly  din  ctiou  of  our  prac- 
tice, are  drawn  eatirely  from  the  evidence 
wc  can  fbiis  derive  of  the  changes  which 
have  been  eil'ected  upon  the  alimentary 
matter,  and  tiie  derangements  or  gradmu 
improvements  of  the  secretions  supplied 
by  the  various  portions  of  the  intestines 
and  the  connected  viscera.  There  are 
other  acute  diseases,  such  as  fever  and 
rheumatism,  in  wliifii  ihc  same  attention 
is  occasionally  important;  and  there  are 
many  divonic  disrases,  sndi  as  janndice, 
chronic  diarrhoea,  obstructions  from  me- 
chanical or  malignant  causes,  which  rcijuire 
iuvcbtigations  of  this  kind  from  time  to 
time. 

Some  nf  the  various  rbnmrtrrs  of  the 
dejections  are  capable  of  description,  and 
I  have  no  donbt  that  the  time  will  eome 
when  their  indications  will  be  more  fully 
understood.  For  tlie  most  perfect  fonna- 
tion  of  the  healthy  evacuation  it  is  neces- 
sary that  a  varii  ty  of  different  processes 
fihoiilfl  hp  perfectly  perfonncfl.  Tl'o  imis- 
ticaliou  must  be  complete;  Jieaithv  saliva 
most  be  secreted,  and  mnst  be  well  min- 
p\vi\  with  the  food  before  it  leaves  the 
moutJi;  the  morsel  must  be  swallowed 
with  some  certain  degree  of  slowness,  and 
it  mnst  find  the  stomach  in  a  condition  to 
receive  it — not  over  distended  with  fluid 
— nut  overloaded  by  ftml  already  thrown 
into  it*— not  fiitigued  by  the  scarcely  oom- 
pleted  processes  of  fonner  digestion  —  not 
paralyzed  by  tlic  actions  of  the  mind, 
whether  from  deep  thought  or  from  anxiety 
—  not  over  excited  by  condiments  not 
weakened  by  bodily  exertion,  nor  soffcflng 
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debility  ia  commoit  wiiL  oUur  muscular 
aod  secreting  (irgans,  from  general  dieea<e 
or  ulment,  nor  ine  suhjett  of  an v  partial 
(lisin^c  within  itself,  or  fivmpatheticaJly 
from  any  oUier  organ.  When  the  food 
has  been  snbmitted  td  the  healthy  stomach 
it  there  iinderi^oea  the  neecssarv  i>roce<sp«<, 
chemical  and  mechanical,  is  reduced  to 
the  almost  hqmogencous  pulp,  and  it  most 
pass  forwards.  If  it  ]>c  aotaint-d  too  Ion?, 
»ere  will  arise  unoihi  r  source  of  imperfect 
iutestinal  chauge;  if  it  be  allowed  too 
quickly  to  pass,  again  the  processes  will  be 
iuiperfoct.  It  must  find  a  healthv  pylorus 
and  a  hculthy  duodenum,  in  whicli  it  must 
be  mingled  with  a  proper  proportion  of 
h^thy  secretions,  bnih  fn-m  the  duode- 
num itself,  the  liver,  and  the  pancreas ; 
requiring,  therefore,  that  the  structure  of 
those  Tiaoera  sfaoula  be  healthv— that  the 
vessels  supplying  them  with  blood  sJsnrM 
be  healthy— that  the  blood  itself  should  be 
healthv  —  that  the  respectire  excretory 
ducts  snould  be  pervious,  and  yet  not  allow 
of  too  rapid  a  flow  through  their  orifiees. 
The  muscular  action  of  the  duodenum,  as 
also  of  tfa«  whole  coarse  of  the  Intestinef, 
most  be  sufficient  tn  prodnee  the  projicr 
admixtave  of  the  oilmen lary  matter  and 
Ihe  secreted  fluids,  and  to  proi)el  the  mass 
in  its  forward  course,  but  at  the  same  time 
must  be  so  ntiMtcnite  as  to  allow  of  ab- 
sorption during  its  whole  progress.  The 
lining  membrane  of  the  mtestine  must 
be  in  a  healthy  i  oinlition,  secreting  a  pro- 
per quantity  of  mucus  of  the  healthy  cha- 
racter, neither  too  tenacious  nor  too  watery. 
The  convolutions  must  not  be  obstructed 
either  by  morbid  growths  in  their  own  slrue. 
ture,  by  spa.sm(»dic  constriction  of  tlicir 
fibres,  or  by  causes  external  to  themselves. 
The  valve  of  the  coecum  must  not  be  con- 
stricted, sor  must  it  sufler  reguiKitation. 
The  cfxwnm  itself  must  be  furnished  with 
In  secreting  apparatus — must  besufli- 
eicntly  cnpneiou''.  and  srt  not  mi  distended 
as  to  aduiit  of,  or  favoiu,  uci  luiuiiutiou  and 
delay.  The  colon  must  ]>artake  of  tlie 
geiieml  healthy  conditinn  of"  the  whole; 
its  glandular  apparatus  must  be  perfect ; 
its  muscular  structure  vigorous;  and  do 
unnecessary  delav  must  arise  in  the  rectum. 
And  when  all  tliese  \nrinus  parts  retain 
their  uerftct  condiliuu,  \vc  &Lill  require 
tiiat  the  absorbents  should  l>c  active  in 
taking  up  the  nxitritive  portions  of  the 
food,  and  that  the  glands  should  fully  ad- 
mit its  passage  towttrds  the  heart  When 
all  this,  and  nothing  less  than  this  (tccur.o, 
we  ivixy  expect  to  see  the  feculent  dis- 
char^^e  absolutely  healthy. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  every  devia- 
tion from  the  natural  state,  in  aii\  nnc  por- 
Liuu  of  this  complicated  process,  produces 
a  change  ia  the  stale  of  the  ci'tcuations ; 
but  there  an*  difficulties  inlhc  war  of  our 


a^eertainins  such  fai-ts  with  minute  pre- 
cision whira  are  scareelj  to  be  oveicome. 

The  tireuinstancc  that  one  apparatus  is 
seldom  derant^ed  without  some  associated 
derangement,  is  of  itself  sufficient  to  ren- 
der the  invtstigatiou  indtfinili  ly  eompleil, 
and  tin-  muliiplieity  of  difl'erent  inice*.ta 
serves  greatly  to  increase  the  diflicuity; 
still,  however,  there  ure  particular  ap« 
peaniiiccs  in  the  dejections  which  aSbid 
indications  not  to  be  mistaken. 

In  tracing  the  passage  of  the  alimentary 
eanal,  there  are  three  periods  marked  by 
very  di  tinct  changes.  In  ilie  dnodenum 
the  hrst  great  change  takes  place ;  there 
first  the  Hie  is  Intnmnced  into  the  mass; 
there  first  the  separation  of  the  chyle  is 
effected.  Throughout  the  whtde  tract  of 
the  small  intestines  a  gradual  alterati<m 
no  doubt  goes  r^n ;  but  along  the  whole 
pftssaq-e  we  find  a  kind  of  imijerA  f  t  mix 
ture  of  mucus,  of  bile,  and  of  alimentary 
matter,  varying  so  mudh  in  their  propor- 
tions in  diderent  parts  as  not  to  allow  us 
to  draw  an  e^nct  line  where  any  partictilar 
change  constuntly  ensues,  but  from  the 
time  the  matter  passes  the  ilio-ccrcal  valve 
a  most  decided  change  is  observable.  There 
first  the  truly  fecal  character  is  given  tu 
the  contents  of  the  intestines,  so  that  in 
the  cnecum  tlic  mn^H  may  be  said  to  un- 
denser  its  .«;econd  great  elianije.  As  it  parses 
along  the  colon  this  change  is  |ierfccted, 
and  in  the  rectum  it  Is  again  changed, 
there  assuming,  ns  in  n  prc<ss,  the  prniliar 
form  which  distinguishes  the  perlVetly 
healthy  human  dejeetlen  Dram  that  of  any 
other  animal ;  for  all  ftTf*****!*  have  some 
ptriiliHrity  in  this  respect;  so  that  the 

game  keeper  will  detect  the  haunts  of  the 
adger,  the  fox,  or  the  pole-eat,  with  as 
niMch  facility  m  the  common  nlj-crvcr 
Would  see  that  the  hone,  the  cow,  or  the 
sheep,  had  occupied  a  field ;  or  the  geolo- 
gist would  distinguish  the  ancient  faabi- 
tntioTt  of  the  saurian  reptile  flcom  that  of 
the  antediluvian  hyena. 

Some  of  the  more  obvious  derangements 
in  the  al  v  1 1 1  r  excretions  are  easily  delected  j 
as,  for  iusUiuce,  the  curdled  and  undigest^ 
ed  appeanmoe  marking  the  want  of  diges. 
tive  power  in  some  infantile  diseases ;  the 
total  abscnceof  bile  evinced  in  eases  of  jaun- 
dice from  obstructed  ducts,  when  the  mas- 
sive dejections  are  of  a  light  drab  colour, 
distinctly  different  from  the  white  colour 
in  some  cases  of  chronic  disease  of  the 
oolon  and  lower  part  of  the  alimentary 
canal ;  or  the  light  foetid  loose  dejections 
which  mark  ulceration  of  the  bowels. 
The  ))ale  yellow  produced  by  the  defective 
quality  of  the  bile  in  cases  of  hard  granu. 
lated  liver;  tlie  admixture  of  crreen  bile 
and  mucus  when  the  liver  has  been  over- 
stimulated  by  mereurfi  or  in  eome  caaea  of 
jaundice  ftum  over-aecietion  of  bilet  the 
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Uark  uhvc'-grfcu  ol  viuate<l  bile;  the  sooty 
dejections  cauaecl  by  gradual  percolation  of 
blood  from  the  small  intestines;  the  deep 
luodena,  or  the  bright  red,  of  blood  thrown 
off  more  nettkHf  and  lower  in  tlie  canal ; 
the  lumpy  scybala  formed  under  the  de 
feclive  action  of  the  col<m ;  the  mini;lerl 
blood  Hud  mucus,  without  a  vestige  of 
ftealent  character,  thrown  oiY  when  the 
membrane  of  that  intestine  is  intl  uiinl  in 
dysentery;  the  clear  trausparent  yeilow 
water,  o'r  the  opaque  white  fluid,  whieh 

fiasses  in  cholera;  the  loose,  yellow,  ^fritty- 
ookinjj  dejection,  so  characteristic  of  the 
peculmr  alviue  iiiitation  in  the  early  part 
of  some  fevers;  and  the  dark,  unnatural, 
and  nnrcstmintd  motions  of  the  advaneevl 
and  frequently  fatal  stagra  of  the  same 
disease. 

There  is  one  peculiar  morbid  appearanee 
of  the  alvine  evacuations  to  which  mY  at« 
teation  has  lately  been  drawn,  which  U, 
an  abundaut  pourinti:  out  of  &tty  matter 
nneiMnliiiK'l  witli  the  f'l'ces.  ft  wotlld 
appear  iiom  the  obscrvuUua  of  Berzilius, 
and  others  who  have  particularly  de> 
Toted  themselves  to  animal  ehtmistry, 
that  there  is  in  feculent  matter  always 
a  certain  propurlion  of  a  peculiar  fatty 
matter,  which  is  mingled  as  a  constituent 
part  with  the  tna<;>.  Tliis  inatli  r  is  eai)a- 
ble  (»r  hiiny^  nLiLamed  iu  a  st  parate  I'urni 
without  inueli  difficulty;  ami  my  young 
friend  Mr.  Ilee«,  who  is  ardently  pursuing 
the  subject  of  auimal  ehemiittry,  has  un- 
dertaken forme  in  several  instances  to  as> 
certain  the  |-roi»<irtion  of  this  suhstauec. 
In  general  the  result  ha>  been  about  thret; 
parts  of  the  substance  in  ten  of  the  mass,  but 
in  some  cases  this  is  decidedly  increased. 
While,  however,  this  peculiar  suh^taiue 
lemains  mingled  with  the  faet^'s,  it  do«^ 
not  offer  any  sneh  very  obvious  eharacten 
as  promise  at  present  to  be  of  praetieal 
importance;  but  under  certain  states  of 
disease,  this  fatty  matter,  or  a  substance 
doseljr  allied  to  it  in  its  qualities,  comes 
away  separated,  sometimes  in  solid  round 
masses,  aad  at  other  times  like  melted 
tallow  floating  on  the  surface  of  the 
fapces,  :i!u?,  on  eoolin:^,  bcenmirtf  concrete. 
Two  or  lliree  cases  uf  the  former  have 
oomenader my  notice;  in  one  only  did  a 
fiUal  event  give  opportunity  for  tracing  the 
disease e<mner'ef!  »vlth  thi'^anpearanee,  uthI 
in  that  the  coiuu  was  cxleusiveiv  ukeraU  tl. 
Oat  of  four  or  five  cases  in  which  I  have 
known  the  latter  form  of  fatty  dejection 
tu  take  place,  I  have  tieeu  present  at  tlie 
examination  of  three  which  have  prmed 
fatal;  in  all  of  which  the  heal  of  the 
pancreas  hns  been  the  seat  of  malignant 
disease,  and  the  intestines  (particularly 
the  duodenum)  have  been  more  or  less  iu 
volvefl  in  iilt  eratioii :  and  on  the  eteninir  I 
read  a shor tcommuu  cation]H'inliug ou  1 1  he 


coincidence  to  the  Medical  und  Chiruri^ical 
Society,  Mr.  Idoyd  stated  a  case  in  which 
the  «ame  combination  nf  fa'cal  apprarnnce 
during  life,  and  of  disease  of  the  head  of 
the  pancreas  and  theduodennm  after  death, 
had  occurred  in  bis  practice,  connected  w  ith 
obstinate  jaundtee;  and  since  that  a  very 
.-ti  ikin^  ease  of  tlie  same  diranire<l  slate  of 
the  alviue  evacuations  has  hei  n  published 
V>v  Mr.  Ivdsteuit,  in  the  Medical  (Jazette, 
where,  with  very  defectiie  biliarv  secre- 
tion, the  evacuation  of  liquid  mt  took 
jdace,  and  amongst  the  morbid  appear- 
ances the  most  remarkable  was  the  con- 
dition of  the  pancreas,  which  was  hardened 
and  changed  in  structure,  and  its  duet 
very  extensively  ohstr'if'ed  hv  enlciilons 
deposits.  How  far,  then,  we  may  hope 
to  derive  important  diagnostic  indications 
from  these  appearances  t»f  the  dejections, 
still  remaius  a  matter  of  doubt ;  but  there 
is  snffieient  to  hold  oat  an  enconn^fement 
in  the  investigation.  It  is  to  be  observed, 
that,  in  most  of  such  cases,  either  jaundice 
or  otlier  evidence  of  biliary  derangement 
htn  occurred;  as,  indeed,  must  almost 
ncces"^arily  haj)pen,  if  there  he  any  sneh 
cunaexiou  between  the  symptoms  and  the 
seat  of  the  disease  as  that  to  which  1  have 
alluded.  It  may  therefore  hereafter  be  found 
tlint  flic  jM-ciiliar  evacuation  depends  simply 
un  the  aUav  oi  the  hepatic  action.  There 
is  one  other  fact  wortiiy  <»f  remark, — that 
in  many  of  the  cases  in  which  the  fatty  de- 
jections have  appeared,  some  source  of 
luemorrhanie  from  the  intestines  has  exist- 
ed, which  was  most  remarkahlr  in  a  case 
very  lately  published  by  Or.  Brown,  in  the 
periodical  publication  to  which  1  ju.^t  ni»w 
referred ;  in  w  hich  the  dischai|;e  of  fatty 
matter  <:ecmed  R!ino<;t  to  alleinate  with  in- 
testinai  hsemorrhugc. 

The  feces  are  apt  to  assame  partienlar 
apptaniuees  in  their  figure  while  passing 
tliroui;h  the  rectum,  which  sometimes 
serve  as  indications  of  disease;  more  par- 
ticularly where  any  unnatural  constriction 
exists,  as  in  malis^nant  stricture  of  the 
part:  but  here  wc  must  bear  in  mind  that 
spasmodic  or  habitual  contraction  of  the 
rectum  and  sjdiincter  will  often  ]  r.Hl  u  e 
this  appearance,  without  any  structural 
change;  aad  there  are  two  opposite  causes 
capaide  of  inducing  this  ctmdition  of  the 
parts— one,  the  irritation  prodnr*  <1  by  the 
perpetual  employment  of  purgative  medi- 
cines; and  anomer,  the  state  of  disease 
into  whieh  ihc  reetnm  falls  when  lirt!e 
faecal  matter  po^es,  as  iu  cases  of  scirrhous 
pylorus. 

When  examining  the  nature  of  the  dis- 
charsje  from  the  alimentary  canal,  it  is 
very  essential  that  we  should  not  suQ'er 
ourselves  to  he  deceived  by  the  appearances 
prnduecd  by  various  ingesta,  some  of 
which  completely  disguise  the  whole  mass« 


350 


DR.  ASHBUANBR  ON  THB  8MILAX  ASPERA. 


while  others  produce  partial  changeR  in 
the  evacuated  matters.   Thus  our  reme- 
diM  fraqaentlj  change  the  colour  of  the 
fapccs  s<»  cfTtctually  as  to  re  nder  all  obscr- 
rations  upon  them  nugatorv.  Sted^^r 
iusiaucc,  in  all  its  fonna,  darkeiia  the  teoea, 
often  fsnderiny  them  black.  Rhubarb 
glfes  them  an  uTniutnmlly  yellow  colour, 
imitaUng  the    nalurai  cflects  of  bile. 
HMfttnxylnm  gives  an  appcamace  of 
haBinorrhage,  often  rcrv  nlarminj^  to  the 
patient ;  and  castor-oil  passes  in  a  variety 
of  forms  -sometimes  flaky,  like  Ebrinoos 
shredB,  sometimes  in  ^lohiilar    inasst  s, 
which  liavi  boon  mistaken  tor  biliary  con- 
cretions.   Other  remedies,  by  the  effects 
they  produce,  at©  the  cause  of  appear- 
ances which,  if  not  home  in  miiHl.  nu<rht 
lead  the  practitioner  to  urge  on  his  reuie 
dies,  or  to  add  a  succession  of  eounter* 
acting  remeilios,  with  unsiMirinM:  and  use- 
less assiduity.    Thus  calomel  will  (in  chil- 
dren  more  particularlv)  produce  g^n  de- 
jections, wmeh  have  been  ascribed  to  ctd- 
lections  of  bile ;  and  opium  will  artificially 
suppress  the  secretion  of  the  bile,  till  the 
muliouii  become  almost  as  pasty  a.s  in  jann. 
dke.   Articles  taken  in  as  food,  w  ill,  in- 
flrpen<1rnth  of  derangements  i>rodu«;d  in 
the  processes  of  iligestion,  often  prove 
aonfces  of  deception.   Thns  I  have  seen 
stools  of  a  pitchy  blackness,  imitating 
mel»nR,  stained  by  black  currant  jelly; 
and  motions  to  all  appearance  loaded  with 
green  bile  from  eating  spinach,  ^vllile 
many  vct^ctable    matters,   covered  with 
epidennis,  pass  quite  undigested,  though 
perhaps  slightly   altered— the   seeds  of 
oranges,  or  Uie  still  smaller  «;eds  of  goose- 
berries, currants,  and  strawberries,  the 
skins  of  beans,  andtbeepidenniB  of  dried 
ftuits.    I  was  once  sent  for  in  great  luxste 
by  a  Rf'iitl'Miian  "lio  had  just  observed  a 
curious  appeanuice  which  he  thought  to 
be  globnles  of  blood  floating  in  bis  deiec- 
tious,  but  which  were  soon  distwered  to 
be  currante  he  ha<l  eaten  the  da^  beftire  in 
a  uiincc-pie,  now  pufliidttp  and  distended 
by  the  warmth  of  the  stomach  and  intcs- 
tinr^,   vrixh   tlieir  skins  unbroken.  A 
Bailor- boy  was  put  under  my  care  in 
tbe  hoapita],  wbo  liad  returned  about  a 
week  before  from  the  Mediterranean,  and 
on  his   voyage   home  had    ealta  tigs 
freely.    His  case  required  purging,  and 
reiy  freely  he  was  purged  every  day  for 
a  fortnight,  at  the  end  of  whic  h  time  a 
lame  number  of  the  seeds  of  tigs  tame 
away  in  a  motion,  though  it  was  fully 
ascertained  that  he  bad  eaten  no  figs  for 
above  three  weeks. 

Vegetable  fibres  also,  as  those  of  tbe 
stems  of  cabbage'leaves,  have  been  brout^ht 
to  mc  as  worm's,  or  pieces  of  the  intestine; 
but  the  most  singular  result  of  indigestible 
f  egotaUa  matter  is  found  in  the  alTine 


concretions,  which  are  hy  no  means  of  un< 
frequent  occurrence  in  Scotland  and  some 
of  our  northern  counties,  and  arc  thu 
cause  of  a  ynTuliar  disease,  in  prodncinj? 
fatal  obstruction  of  the  bowels.  Dr. 
Maioet  and  Dr.  Wollaston  have  diseo- 
vercd,  by  analysis,  that  thciij  concre- 
tions are  comj)os<.-d  of  concentric  layers 
of  the  fine  hairy  down  flrom  the  internal 
skin  of  the  oat,  on  which  grain  the  poor 
people  in  tliose  districts  chiefly  subsist; 
and  alternating  s\nii  these  layers  are 
others  of  the  earthy  phosjdiates. 

Animal  substances  (as  the  membranous 
parts  of  veal),  though  more  generally  di- 
gested,  will  sometimes  remain  long  in  tho 
stomaeb,  or  intestines,  and  pass  after 
many  nay,  but  bonts  hnyc  r»Mn;iin»'d 
mucn  longer;  and  Dr.  Locock  mcnlu'iKil 
a  coriotts  ease  of  this  kind  which  occurre<l 
to  him, — thtbonts  of  larks  having:  pnssedoff 
many  wrt  ks  after  they  hail  been  sw  allowed, 
«o  that  the  fact  bad  been  forgotten,  but  tliey 
had  in  the  meantime  produced  ranch 
painful  irritation  in  thr  alimentary  canal. 
Even  the  softest  animal  fibre  will  occa- 
sionally pass  the  intestines  very  Mttle 
altered;  of  which  I  had  an  instance  inn 
child  who  had  long  laboured  under  diar- 
rhfEa  and  almost  total  loss  of  digestion, 
for  which  cause  it  was  found  necessary  to 
fi't  'l  htin  on  meat  greatly  commiiMirfd, 
which  therefore  passed  into  the  stomaeli 
with  very  little  mastication.  In  thede- 
jeeti(ms  many  little  re<l  |>articles  si»on  be. 
gan  to  be  perceived,  wbiih  !nok«-d  almost 
like  altered  blood,  giving  the  apprehension 
of  some  ulcerative  process ;  but  these  weio 
smin  fiuind  to  be  no  otlier  than  the  hrt>wn 
fibres  of  the  meat,  acted  upon  by  the 
stomach  and  ecmverted  into  red,  as  may 
be  often  seen  when  vomiting  is  in«bie«  d 
some  tinii-  nff*  r  a  meal  of  animal  t«HHl. 
They  had  been  tiurried  through  the  canal, 
and  stiU  rctidned  their  bright  fed  colour. 

CTo  be  centinned.] 


MEDICINAL  VIRTUES  OF  THB 
SMILAX  ASPERA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette^ 
Sir, 

When  new  remedies  are  prnposrd,  or 
si!»»^t!tutes  offered  for  those  already  esta- 
bhshed  ill  medical  favour,  it  is  remark- 
able  wiih  what  caution  thej  are  received, 
not  only  into  praetice,  but  into  notice. 
This  cireutnstnnre  may  werhaps  he 
hiifhlv  endiuble  to  the  philosophical 
spirit  of  the  cultivators  of  medical  sci- 
ence. In  the  March  numlier  of  the  Me- 
dical  and  Pbjsical  Jooriial  for  1^1,  I 
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iutroiiuccii  la  the  ac4|uaiiitance  of  the  ulcers  healed  1>eautiiulljr ;  aud  oue  of 

proleidoa  a  member  of  the  family^  of  the  pattenta  who  came  into  the  hospital 

amilaz,  wdl  worthy  of  the  attentton  an  emaciated,  poor,  thin,  dyiii^  aevil, 

of  medical  men.    It  is  ;i  clicap,  and,  as  soon,  under  this  medicine,  bet  aiiK  idiimp 

I  now  ihiuk,  a  very  Ui^efui  substitute  and  fat.'"    I  assure  you,  Mr.  £ditor, 

for  sarsapariUa.    Since  the  date  of  my  that  it  has  been  uiylut  to  observe  p/um/i- 

own  notice,  I  have  seen  no  published  nest  and  fatness  succecdingi'  to  a  eackec^ 

account  of  cx|iorinionts  tried  ^vith  the  iic  condition  of  l»odv,  under  tlie  use  of 

sniilax  aspera,  notwithstandiujr  itii  more  preparatious  of  smiiax  asjiera,  as  well 

powerful  ajfcncy  for  good  or  for  evil  in  as  of  smiiax  sarsapariUa  j  and  I  may  in- 

the^  human  aTstem  than  the  remedy  for  ouire  what  are  the  cireumstanoes  that 

which  it  has  been  oflTercd  as  a  substitute,  determine  this  improvement  of  condition 

Some  p)»ysicians  doubt  wh<'tlK  r  tln'  me-  under  tbe  evhibition  of  these  depora- 

diciual  bubfttauces  UMcd  as  dc|)uratirea  tive  lucUiciucs  ? 

really  ezeit  any  very  bcnefieialinfliMnee  Tboee  who  are  conrersant  with  the 

on  the  coiiatitntaon ;  while  others  are  so  use  of  sarsapariUa  in  this  metropolis, 

weddetl  to  sarsapariUa  that  tliey  rT!ii!  it  where  we  have  states  of  invalid  Iicalth 

difficult  to  admit  other  remedies  to  any  dependent  U])on  a  residence  in  an  at- 

share  of  its  transcendent  reputation.  ^  mosnliere  vitiated,  somehow  or  another. 

To  a  mind  pbilosnphicaliy  sceptie,  by  the  congregation  of  noarlj' 1 ,800,000 

there  arc  no  medicines  that  appear  to  souls,  wiU  aeknouled^-e  thai  il>  tliera- 

deser^'e  so  ion^  a  nrobation  as  depnra-  peutic  agency  is  u|ioii  the  eaj)illarv  and 

lives.    The  difficulty  of  puttin;^  their  adipose  systems.    The  mode  in  u  hich  a 

efficacy  to  a  test,  under  ctrcumatanoes  heneficial  change  is  produced  by  it  does 

w  hich  shaU  admit  of  no  mo^^Cying  in-  not  appear  to  be  ch^arly  establislied.  It 

fluence — the  time  and  jiaticnce  rerfuired  may  t>e  that  it  arts  «n-adually  throug'h 

in  inv^tigatiug  the  peculiarities  atten-  the  emuiictories  ol  ihe  skin  aud  of  Uio 

dant  upon  their  exhibHion,  and  the  kidneys;  perliaps  of  the  liver.  Dr. 

▼arieties  of  constitution  in  which  they  A.  T.  Thomson  (London  Dispensatory, 

are  preserilM'd,  leading  to  apparently  pag'e  500)  t»*lls  us  tliat  it  is  said  to  be 

diseiepant  results — all  promote  a  bias  to-  diuretic    Whatever  may  be  its  cHect  on 

wards  a  doubt,  rather  than  a  leaning  to  the  Tarious  organs  influenced,  thatetfcct 

a  conviction  of  their  virtues.   A  length  is  produced  in  a  very  slow  and  almost 

of  riiiie,  many  opportunities,  and  re-  in  an  insensible  manner.    There  is  no 

laarkable  or  striking  effects  arc  required  doubt  in  my  mind  of  its  efficacy  in  Lon- 

to  arrive  at  truth.    Strongly  impressed  dou,  as  a  very  valuable  ai^euL  lu  uume- 

with  this  idea,  I  should  have  hesitated  roui  orders  and  species  of  eachexim  and 

to  occupy  your  columns  with  my  in-  cacochymiie.    It  appears  iiecessaiT  to 

^uirics.  It  I  had  not  been  urged  by  an  st-Me  tTial  tbe  fact  is  svrh  in  tin's  pface, 

intcrestiug  note  from  India  to  draw  because  very  able  practiuoncrs  in  the 

medical  attention  again  to  the  virtnes  of  provinces  may  he  found  who  are  scepti* 

cmUax  aspcra.    My  intelligent  com*-  cal  as  to  the  efficacious  agenc\  nfsarsa- 

spoudcnt  dates   from   "  Aiijarakandy,  parilla.    Having  witnessed  the  LencHts 

16th  Au^st,  18.')2."    lu  his  communi-  it  has  conferred  on  many  patients,  I  am 

cation  this  passa^  occurs : — I  lose  no  convinced  of  its  value.    I  have  watched 

time  in  teilinif  you   tb  it  my  friend  in  vain,  however,  for  its  agency  in 

R — ' — ,  the  surfj-eiui  nl  TellielieiTV,  and  strikinjjfly  or  speedily  altering  tbe  con- 

a  very  abb;  praetiLioacr,  fo  ^vfiom  I  dition  of  any  one  or  more  of  tbe  seere- 

shewed  your  paper  on  the  snuiax  aspcra,  Uons  uf  the  body ;  and,  eoiiscqueiitly,  I 

has  lately  made  a  discovery  as  to  the  was  led  some  time  ago  to  try  the  com* 

medicinal  virtues  of  the  plant,  which,  if  parative  effects  of  infusions  aud  dccoc- 

confirmed  on  repeatrd  tnalv,  will  \>e  of  tions,    contaiiiitifif  innocent  vegetable 

the  highest  value  and  importance.    Ue  extractive  with  saccharine  matter.  Why 

ccnnmunicatea  to  nie  as  follows :  *  I  have  ate  not  these  as  efficacious  as  sarsapa* 

b<  I  II  putting  smiiax  to  another  uae.   I  riUa?  In  rupia,  in  ecthyma,  in  pem- 

have  bad  in  tbe  hospital  three  severe  phigus,  in  vari*  ti<  s  of  alr(»phia,  espe** 

cases  of  venereal.    I  put  them  under  a  cialiy  iu  atropbia  febristq^tia,  I  have 

conraeofit    One  took  it  macerated  in  prescribed  adecoctiou  of  triticuni  repeus, 

hotlime-water;  another  steeped  in  cold  witb  extract  of  liquorice;  hay-tea  and 

lime-water;  and  the  third  in  boiling  barley-water,  with  extract  of  liquorice, 

wat4:r.    All  rapidly  improved.    The  and  sometimes  with  treacle  i  but  titough 
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iheefTectsin  manv  ca-Hos  were  nc»t  uimt- 
tended  with  benefit,  theamendmeiitwaii 

most  remarkable  wlieii  Harsaparilla  was 
snh<5titiitod  for  any  of  Uicht.  It  would 
exceed  the  limits  of  my  present  column- 
nicaiion  were  the  cases  detailed  in  wbich 
these  experiments  weie  made.  It  is 
sufficient  to  state  the  q-etieral  proposi- 
lioii,  that  extracts  <tl'tht'  smilacca*  liave, 
iu  my  experience,  an  clHcac^  in  cachectic 
conditions  for  which  we  may  look  in 
vain  to  other  veg^etable  extracts,  the  eir- 
cumslances  of  adjunct  remc<lj<>s  lii  infr 
the  same.  My  object  now  m  to  intjuire 
if  smilaz  sarsaparilla  be  the  raluable 
therapeutic  agent  I  admit  it  to  be—is 
there  no  other  niembor  of  the  same  fa- 
mily etpiallv  valuable  P  I  know  not 
nhy  the  china  r6ot  should  have  been 
so  completely  thrown  out  of  English 
practice.  In  Sing-apore  I  found  the 
L'ljinese  doctors  ])ossessed  of  fjTcat  faith 
in  this  dru^.  The  cheuiical  relations 
of  this  species  are  not  veiy  accurately 
known.  Of  the  sarsaparilla,  Dr.  Pans 
(Pharmacolo*»-ia,  vol.  i.  p.  410)  states 
the  virtue!)  to  reside  in  fecula ;  and  he 
says  that  it  also  contains  a  very  larg-e 
])  I  •  n  M  r  t  i  o  n  of  T^ifetable  albumen.  Dr. 
A.  T.  Thonison's  acrnimt  of  sarsaparilla 
(l  ond  Dispens.  p. 560)  may  be  reduced 
to  u  lew  points.  A  watery  infusion 
reddens  litmus,  and  aflbrds  precipitates 
to  galls,  lime-water,  solution  of  nitrate 
of  mereurv,  ninl  stiperarctatc  of  lead; 
but  not  t(»  sulphate  of  iron,  or  any 
other  metallic  oxide.  The  alcoholic 
linctnri'  is  rendered  turbid  by  water. 
EtluT  dissolves  a  yellow  insipid  resin, 
fi;(lilc()  I'allotta  li;is  *^»parafrd  a  white 
alkaloid  from  sarsupui  ilia. ;  it  is  named 
PariUine. 

Of  the  principles  here  manifested, 
none  seems  calculated  to  exert  any  very 
powerful  iutiuence  on  any  one  org'au  or 
•et  of  ori^ns.  If  it  can  be  shewn  that 
another  species  of  smilax  does  contain 
principles  iliat  exert  a  striking^  influence 
on  some  of  tlic  secretin*;"  orufans,  that 
species  is  certainly  worthy  of  attention, 
and  in  an  especial  manner,  as  it  can  be 
impor  c(I  from  various  parts  of  the 
wtuM  at  a  rate  of  expense  not  exceed- 
ing-  one-half  the  price  of  smilax  sar^a- 
parilla.  Mr.  Oaraeu's  experiments  t«pon 
the  smilax  aspera  have  e>tablished  these 
points — that  the  distilled  water  fnni  tlir 
r»M»t  is  slis^litly  aromatic,  and  impreg- 
nated with  its  peaeh-l»lo!»som  ouour; 
reddening  litmus,  without  anr  other 
character  of  hydrocyaiiic  acla.  The 
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decoction  yielded  an  extract  equivalent 
in  weight  to  a  fourth  part  of  the  root, 
possessing"  all  its  sensible  pniperties ;  a 
pleasant  atid  fragrant  smell ;  a  bilt^  r 
and  a«4rc'  able  aromatic  taste,  witii 
sweetness.  From  an  alcoholic  tincture 
was  obtained  a  substance  with  a  charac. 
ter  between  n-^in  and  wax;  tasteb  ss, iu- 
odnroti*?,  insoluble  in  water,  sorfriu  d  })v 
g-entlc  heat,  fu.siblc  at  260"^  i  ahrcnheii ; 
at  a  higher  degree,  kindling  and  burn- 
ing with  a  dull  flame,  emitting  much 
smoke,  but  leaving  no  solid  residue 
after  combustion }  soluble  very  sparingly 
in  cold,  readily  in  hot  alcohol,  whiclr 
deposits  it  on  Cooling  again ;  s^lublc  in 
sul])hnrie  ether,  in  the  fiv  I  oils,  and  in 
oil  of  turpentine :  alcoholic  and  eflje- 
rcal  solutnms  having  no  effect  on  litmus 
or  turmeric.  A  brown-colonred  uncrys. 
tallizable  fluid  remained  aAer  the  eva- 
]»oration  of  the  alcohol,  possessinsf  emi- 
nently the  odour  of  the  root,  with  its 
hitter  aromatic  flavour.  This  liquid, 
diluted  with  water,  reddened  litmus. 
The  clinic  il  <  !tsor\  atioiis  T  have  made 
upon  tlie  exhibition  of  tins  material,  have 
led  me  to  conclude  that  it  exerts  a  power 
Upon  the  stomach,  causing,  in  some 
cases,  a  gnawing,  hungry  sensati<m ; 
upon  the  kidneys,  prodticin^-  «;ometimes 
an  abundant  diuresis;  upon  tiic  head, 
occasioning^  a  lightness,  and  in  other 
cases  a  pain,  requiring  for  relief  an 
aperient  remedy.  In  most  cases,  the 
u^e  of  smilax  aspera,  like  that  of  sar* 
saparilla,  has  been  attended  with  a 
beneficial  change  in  the  condition  of  the 
patient  ;  plumpness,  clearness,  and 
stnu'jth,  succeeding  to  emaciation, 
niiiudiiiess,  and  debility.  To  ensure 
brevity,  I  forbear  to*quote  cases  in  sup. 
port  of  my  positions,  trusting  that  in 
time  the  experience  of  otln  rs  w  ill  bear 
out  tiie  accuracy  of  the  present  report. 
My  own  mode  of  administering  this 
medicine  has  been  that  which  1  origi- 
nally enijdoved — a  pint  of  the  decoc- 
tion, oroi'  till*  inftisicui,  ill  the  day.  'I'be 
decoction  has  bet'ii  made  by  boiling  a 
pint  and  a  half  of  water  *u|Kni  two 
ounces  of  the  root,  one  drachm  of  the 
extract  of  liqiiori*  e,  and  half  a  drachra 
of  the  subcartHMialc  of  scnla,  until  the 
fluid  is  simmered  to  a  pint.  The  info- 
sion  has  been  made  by  steeping  two 
ounces  of  smilax  aspera  in  a  yhxt  of 
boiling  water,  or  in  a  pint  of  lime-water, 
for  twelve  hours ;  straining,  and  adding 
to  the  strained  liquor  two  ounces  id*  the 
synip  of  smilaz  aspera.    This  latter 
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furm  of  exliibitiuii  i&  cutivenicut,  aud 
tbe  flavour  is  very  a^^rceable. 

I  reiimiu,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Ashbvrner,  M.D. 

P.S.— Sine*  the  above  was  written,  I 
have  received  from  Mr.  Belinaye  the 
letter  nhich  is  siibjoinetl.  His  exfon- 
mve  obscrvatioa  and  elegant  lorinuia 
give  a  particular  value  to  tiie  conunuiii. 
cation.  ' 


To  Dr.  Ashhumer. 


Dear  Sir, 


George-street,  Hanover  Souare. 


I  HAVE  delayed  with  rrfrret  complying 
with  ytmr  request,  husinrss  taking"  up 
so  mucli  of  my  time  at  tht:  present  ik:- 
rirHJ  as  to  prevent  my  g^iviiig-  you  taat 
full  account  of  luy  experience  of  the 
ftroilax  a.Hpera  %v}iicii  I  think  you  enti- 
Jtled  io,  since  you  are  the  person  who 
lias  the  eredit  of  bringing  it  Ibrward, 
and  I  happen  to  have  wen  one  of  thoee 
wbo  have  prescribed  it  mo^-t  Targ-ely. 

Two  year!*  ago  I  happtueU  to  be  called 
to  attend  upon  a  younip  nobleman,  who, 
after  a  long  course  of  dittipation,  caught 
the  vrncreal  disca'sc.  na\  iir'jf  taken 
large  dose«  of  luereiiry,  he  had  to  travel 
bmae  in  a  great  hurry,  several  hundred 
miles,  without  this  remedy  being  cleared 
away,  or  tl>e  iliseas*-  Inlng  perfectly 
cored.  In  his  peeiiliar  weak  state  I 
thought  sanapanlia  tlie  best  remedy  he 
oould  use,  and  I  prewribed  it  Inde- 
pendently of  m^T  appreheuioa  that 
common  sarsajianlla  may  be  a  remedy 
**  qui  amuse  pendant  que  la  nature 
gnerit,**  it  is  very  subject  to  lay  heav^ 
upon  die  stomach,  and  to  produce  indi. 
gestion.  In  tlic  above  case  the  patient 
could  bear  it  neither  in  its  combmation 
with  tbe  alkalies,  nor  with  tbe  mineral 
acids.  Under  these  circumstauces  the 
**  smilax  asj>era"  happened  to  rnnie  un* 
der  my  notice,  and  I  prescribed  it  to  the 
complete  restoration  uf  Uie  patient  s 
health,  who  got  remarkably  fat  and 
stroucr-  upon  it,  and  has  remained  so  for 
the  last  twentv  months.  From  that 
time  forwards  1  began  to  prescribe  it 
frequently.  In  delicate  persons  I  admi. 
nistercd  it  in  combination  with  one- 
eij^hth  fif.T  M-niin,  more  or  less,  of  tlie 
oxyniui  jale  oi  nicrcury,  every  uight,  aud 
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with  gi^at  suecciiii  in  the  cure  of  syphilis, 
and  of  its  bastard  forms. 

The  comj)laint,  however,  in  which  1 

have  administered  this  new  remedy 
most  ahiindantly  and  sucees-sfully,  has 
been  gonorrhoja.  If  it  be  remembered 
how  difficolt  gottonhflea  ia  to  tteat;  that 
if  energetic  remedies  be  administered  at 
first,  such  as  cubebs,  copaira,  and  in- 
jections, the  most  distressing  symptoms 
in  the  bladder,  fpoin,  &c.  may  show 
tliemselves;  or  il,  on  the  other  hand, 
g.'?tf1e  remedies  ho  used,  the  disease  fre- 
ijuently  degenerates  into  interminable 
fleets ; — if  these  circunistauceii  be  borne 
in  mind,  I  think  (hat  the  usefulness  of 
any  new  reme  lr,  capable  of  exerting  a 
certain  degree  of  positive  cHt  et,  will  he 
easily  admitted.  The  following  is  the 
form  in  which  I  have  prascribed  the 
smilav  aspera  with  efficacy  in  gonor- 
rhoM,  nearly  exclusiveh'  from  the  he- 
ginning  to  the  end  of  the  malady 

R  Ltquoris  Potassa;  mxxx.  ad  5j.;  Aq. 
Flor.  Annmtii        Syrnpi  Smilacis 

Asptra^  ^v.  3ir  Siimat  cochl,  ij. 
ampia  ter  quaterve  in  die  e  Cyat^ 
Decocti  hoioei  magno. 

I  regret  I  have  not  time  to  run  over 

the  iifttes  of  cases  in  which  I  prescribed 
the  above  for  K^Mnnrrho^a,  and  still  more 
that  I  cannot  find  Icii^ure  to  speak  of  the 
usefulness  of  the  same  fiHmuIa  in  erup- 
tive diseases,  and  in  certain  complaints 
peculiar  to  children. 

Yours,  in  haste, 

H.  Bblinatb. 

STRUCTURE  or  the  PLACENTA.— 
Fjundnation  of  the  Hi  NTKarAN  Prbpa- 
aATiON  at  the  CoUegt  0f  Sufyeont* 

As  tbe  structure  of  the  Iniman  jdacenta 
has  lately  excited  much  inquiry,  the  fol- 
lowing statement  is  o/IVred  for  inserUon 
to  the  Kdiior  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
It  is  an  account  of  an  examination  of 
the  Hunterian  ureparatiuns  relating  to 
this  subject,  in  tne  muse«im  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surji-eons  in  London. 

The  preparation  in  the  Hunterian 
museum  wtiicli  throws  tlie  most  light 
upon  the  stnicture  of  the  placenta,  and 
upoM  the  extension  of  the  maternal  cir- 
culation into  it,  is  marked  No.  3o;Ij 

The  specimen  is  a  triangular  portion 
of  a  placenta,  having  a  superficies  of 
about  f(uir  square  inchci,  one  of  the 
sides  of  which  is  ftrnned  by  the  niar^-iu 
of  the  placenta,  the  other  two  being  cut 
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surikeet.  the  dc^th  of  wbicli  at  the  anffle 
at  which  Aey  meet  im  an  inch  and  a 
half.  It  con*;!'<f  of  one  entire  lohe,  and 
of  portions  ot  tlnee  other  lobes  of  the 
placenta.  Three  kinda  of  wax  in  jeetton 
—one  yellow,  a  second  red,  a  third 
Maek — have  been  thrown  into  it.  The 
yellow  wax,  which  appears  to  have 
oeen  injected  last,  and  wore  sparinffljr 
than  the  others,  is  seen  to  be  in  the 
umbilical  ;irtt  ri<  s.  The  snnrcesand  place 
of  the  black  and  of  tbe  red  injection, 
with  the  latter  of  which  the  portion  of 
placenta  under  consideration  ia  moat 
coloured,  will  be  pointed  out  afterwards. 

The  substance  of  the  placental  is  seen 
to  he  covered  hy  two  laj'ers  of  dccidua, 
one  diapoaed  on  ita  uterine,  the  other 
over  its  fcetal  sur&ce :  these  two  lavers 
of  decidua  meet  of  course  at  the  cirnini- 
fereuce  of  the  placenta.  Upon  one  of 
4he  ent  surtaees  of  the  placenta,  pro. 
ductions  of  tbe  deeidua  are  seen  ex- 
tendinir  tliron'rfi  '^tf  |dacenta  from  the 
Icetal  to  the  uterine  lujcr  of  the  decidua, 
which  they  unite. 

Upon  the  uterine  surface  of  the  ute- 
rine ia\tr  of  the  d«'ci(hiaarr  vrr-ii  orifices 
of  (lirtcrent  siz«  s,  sonic  eontaininuf  red 
wax,  others  black  wax.  Some  of  ibeHc 
orificea  are  upon  the  sarface  of  tbe  lobea, 
others  at  the  interlobular  spaces.  The 
orifices  contaiuinpf  red  wax  open  indis- 
criminately in  either  situation.  The 
orifices  containtng  black  wax  open 
princi])a11y  at  the  interlobular  spaces. 
It  mny  he  ])rcs«Tned  that  the  nriflcrs 
coi)Uiinu)||^  black  wax  were  continuous 
with  and  injected  from  tbe  uterine  veins, 
and  that  those  which  contained  red  wax 
were  continuous  with  and  injected  from 
the  uterine  arteries,  upon  tbe  following 
grottuda:*- 

The  orifices  containing  black  wax 
arc  larqfcr,  and  lead  into  larger  channels, 
than  those  which  contain  red  wax. 
Some  of  those  which  coutaiu  red  wax 
lead  into  cbaanela  wbicb  bare  the  sin. 
g-ular  tortuous  character  described  by 
Mr.  Hunter,  and  hy  others,  as  chanc- 
terizing  the  ternnuation  of  the  uterine 
arteriea.  And  there  ia  a  preparation  of 
part  of  an  uterus,  in  the  same  series  in 
the  irallerv,  which  there  can  he  little 
(ioubi  i.H  that  from  wbicb  the  specimen 
under  consideration  waa  8e|iarated,  and 
in  which  the  arteries  are  injecCed  with 
retl,  the  veins  with  Vdack  wax. 

The  ori^cea  upon  the  uterine  surface 
of  tbe  uterine  layer  of  the  decidua  lead 
into  flattened  tubes  of  greater  or  less 


length,  which  tubes  appear  to  be  r^jjfa* 
larchanneht,  with  smooth  internal  sur- 
faces, formed  in  the  substance  of  tlie 
productions  of  the  decidua.  Of  these 
tubes,  those  wh»&  contoin  red  wax  aie 
called,  ill  tlie  following-  description, 
devuhtal  artcrira ;  fhmic  whidk  contain 
black  wax,  deculuul  vttns. 

One  laige  decidual  vein  runa  along 
the  placental  margin  of  one  lobe.  Ano- 
ther, of  smaller  si/e,  pajwes  nearly  verti- 
cally in  an  interlobular  fissure  from  the 
uterine  to  the  ftetal  surface  of  the  pla- 
centa.  ^  The  former  terminates  opposite 
to  an  uiterlobiilar  space  at  tbe  ca^e  of 
the  placenta  in  two  small  decidual 
veins:  one  of  tlicse  s,uialler  veins  opens 
into  the  extremity  of  tbe  rertieal  inter- 
lobular vein,  just  descrihed  ;  the  other 
extends  along'  the  fn  viirlacc  of  the 
pluceiilH.  A  third  dccuiual  vt  in,  siualier 
than  either  of  tbe  preoeding,  dips  into  a 
different  interlobular  space,  and  aAer  a 
course  of  a  miartcr  of  an  inch,  diyidea 
into  two  smaller  veins. 

Of  tbe  decidual  arteries,  those  which 
open  upon  the  lobuUs  of  the  placenta, 
make  a  smhlen  turn  below  tli  •  ute- 
rine layer  of  the  deeidua,  and  temii- 
nate  there,  foniiing  Uie  short  curling 
arteries  of  Hunter.  Tbe  interlobular 
decidual  arteries  descend  nearly  ver- 
tically towards  the  fcetal  surface  of  the 
placenta.  One  is  seen  to  reach  that 
aurface,  accompanying  an  interlobular 
decidual  vein  descrihed  above*  Ano- 
ther, lar«,^er  than  the  pn^ecding,  pa^ea 
tor  the  length  ol  half  an  inch  only  into 
an  interlobular  space. 

This  j)reparatioii,  therefore,  dis- 
tin<tly  establishes  that  there  exist, 
formed  in  the  decidua,  and  termi- 
nating- on  or  extending  into  or  tlirough 
tlie  suhstauce  of  tbe  placenta,  regu- 
lar channt  is',  one  class;  of  which  is 
continuous  \»  it)?  and  receives  blood  from 
the  uterine  arteries,  while  the  other  is 
continuous  with  and  returns  blood  to 
the  uterine  veins. 

The  manner  in  which  the  decidual 
ve-s-^els  terminate  is  best  seen  in  those 
decidual  arteriea  and  Teins  wbicb  en^ 
ter  the  substance  of  the  placenta,  hut 
do  m>t  r\fen»l  to  its  fatal  surface. 
Each  of  the  vessels  of  this  clasa,  that 
waa  examined,  divides  into  two  blanches. 
Tbeae  bcnncbes,  after  a  abort  straight 
course,  tentiinate  .ihmptly.  At  their 
abnipt  lerui illations,  tlie  tissue  of  which 
they  are  composed  appears  at  more 
than  one  point  to  be  porous.  Tbeamootb 
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lininiT  of  the  decidual  trunks  docs  not 
aupear  entirely  divested  of  the  same 
CD ancCer.  Tliis  mpfieannoe  in  the  deei  • 
dual  trunks  is  most  distinctly  seen  in 
a  larg'e  interlobular  doridnal  vriti.  Ira- 
tnediateU  without  and  aruund  the  tissue 
in  whm  the  Tiiscttlar  ehamiels  are 
lonned,  is  the  itijected  and  seeminpcly 
cellular  decidual  tissue  of  the  |ilacf  TTtn 
The  preparation,  No.  d^>3d,  would, 
leave  it  in  douhit  whether  the 
ted  injection,  with  which  it  is  eolourrd, 
is  rontaiiiod  in  cpIN,  nr  m  a  series  of 
niiuute  decidual  tubes,  cumparable  to 
capillaries.  But  there  are  four  other 
piepafationa  in  the  Hnntetian  museum, 

KCCTiiinif]^-  tnki^Ti  frnTn  the  same  subject 
with  that  <]<  s( Tilicd,  and  in  which  the 
purtioDii*  of  uterus  and  placenta  are  not 
aepatated.  Three  of  theee,  Nos.  3539, 
3533,  and  3538,  and  especially  the  first, 
certainly  display  a  scnos  of  cells  filled 
with  biack  injection  from  the  uterine 
%  eins.  In  one  of  these,  numeitrau  open- 
in<^s  into  cells  from  the  side  of  a  margi- 
nal decidual  vein  arc  distinctly  to  be  seeTi. 

There  are  other  preparations  which, 
Idten  singly,  are  leas  mastnliFe ;  but 
the  whole  beautiful  series  appears  to  us 
to  efft  iMisfr  \m  the  clearest  manner  the 
eorreciness  of  the  views  which  Hunter 
entertained  of  the  relation  of  the  mater- 
nal to  khelbcaleifculation  in  the  human 
placenta. 

Edward  STAVLEr. 
HBaBBRT  Mato. 

JaM  10«  1839, 


THE  DERBY  SELF  SUPPORTINO 
DISPENSARY, 

WITH  aBMAaXS  ON  TBB  SYSTEM. 


To  ik9  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gaxettt. 
Sir, 

Thb  animadTeruons  on  m.  Smith's 

dis])ensary   system,   which   have  ap- 

eared  in  some  recent  numbers  of  the 
meet,  most  kise  not  a  little  of  their 

Se\erit\  by  the  acknowledjfnicnt  «»f  the 

editor  that  Xw  is  deficient  of  infunnation 
on  the  plan  which  he  condemns.  With 
apparent  ingenuousness  he  asserts,  that 
if  8elf-sn|)p»>rtinjf  Dispensaries  are 
really  fouuil  h«'ncficial  to  the  public 
and  the  profession,  they  out^-ht  to  be  en- 
CourH|^eti  i  and  »idicils  infonuation  i'rom 


any  individurtl  who  h.i>  witnessed  their 
operations.  In  couipliauce  witii  his  re- 
quest, I  forwarded  to  him  a  oop^  of  ^e 
rules  of  the  one  established  in  this 
town,  together  with  the  last  annnn!  re. 
port,  anda  letter,  of  which  the  following 
IS  neail7  the  substance.  But  as  the 
sentiments  contained  in  the  letter  were 
not  in  accordance  with  hi^^  preconceived 
views,  I  was  not  surprised  that  he 
should  decline  nnblishinip  it.  Howerer, 
as  I  beliere  tnat  everf  unprejudiced 
and  disinterested  person,  who  is  ac- 
quainted with  its  details,  w  ill  hail  the 
plan  of  Self-supporting  Dispensaries, 
as  an  inestimable  noon  tionferred  on  the 
profession  as  well  as  the  public,  and 
will  readily  yield  to  its  pnilanthropic 
author  the  meed  of  gratitude  and 
praise  to  which  he  is  so  jtistly  en- 
titled, I  beg-  th-'  fiTour  of  you  to  insert 
in  your  very  valuable  journal  the  fol- 
lowing detaiils  of  the  Derby  Dispensary, 
established  ncarljjr  three  years  ago,  and 
which,  as  far  as  its  operations  have  ex- 
tended, h;i'«  hitherto  fully  answered  the 
most  sanguine  expectations  of  it^  pa- 
trons. I  am  the  more  desirous  to  give 
tliis  testimony  to  the  admirable  working 
of  jNIr.  Smith's  plan,  as  the  abuses  in- 
tended to  be  corrected  by  it  are,  in  my 
opinion,  of  much  greater  magnitude, 
more  derogatory  to  the  dignity  and  re- 
spectabillty  of  the  profession,  and  detri- 
mental to  society,  than  any  which  have 
l^en  subjected  to  the  discipline  of  the 
Xaneet;  and  its  adaptation  to  effect  the 

f)urjroses  intended  is  no  loncfcr  a  spccu- 
ative  opinion,  but  rests  on  tlie  firm 
basis  of  expenencc.  The  modificatiuii 
of  the  plan  which  has  suqeeeded  so  well 
here,  might  also  serve  as  a  model  ibr  its 
adoption  in  other  places. 

llie  institution  is  intended  to  benefit 
three  distinct  dassea  of  penons.  1. 
'*  Free  class;**  consisting  of  working 
mechanics  and  lahonrers.  2.  "  (  !r»rit y 
dasB,'*  or  those  who  arc  too  indigent,  to 
aubseribe  as  free  members,'*  and  who 
reeeire  tickets  of  leoommendation  from 
honorary  subscrilx TV  '^.  "  Pauperelass," 
or  the  parochial  pour,  Ihe  overscei's  of 
whose  parishes  contract  with  the  manag- 
ing committeo  of  the  Dispensary'.  Its 
df  biL'"'iati(tn  istln  reff>re,vcry  properlv,the 
*'  t>elf-supp<irting.  Charitable,  anJ  Pa- 
rochial Dispensary."  The  title  of  "self- 
supporting  is  not  the  le&A  appropriate 
because  medicines  are  supplied  to  the 
"  free  class"  by  the  subscriptions  of 
honorary  subscribers;  as  the  first  and 
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principal  object  of  the  institution — to 
encouragfe  a  provident  and  iiid<  lu-ndi  nt 
s]>irit  amongf  the  working  classes" — is 
not  tberebj  infringed,  and  the  public 
are  onlj  enabling  wis  meritoriotu  and 
important  portion  of  the  community  to 
help  thrmsiclves,  instead  of  (Irprndinf^, 
in  times  of  necessitv,  soK-ly  mi  fletiuo- 
tynar)'  aid,  which  has  a  direct  tendency 
to  destroy  that  self-esteem  which  consti- 
tutes the  independency  of  spirit  so  de- 
sirable to  be  presrrvcd  .unoTii^st  them. 

The  institution  is  iiiauui; cd  by  a  com- 
tnittee  of  t«rentj  honorary  sul^eriben. 
The  medical  officers  form  aconinitlee 
of  fli»-TTt<<'lves,  for  llif  <'\|>rcss  purjiose 
ot  taking  care  of  their  own  interests,  by 
ebjeotiagp  to  the  admission  of  persons 
who  niij^t  be  able  to  paj  ihem  in  the 
usual  wm  ,  v.  hn  cftiisrquently  are  in- 
eligible lo  huiuii^  to  t  be  Dispensary.  The 
two  committees  meet  at  the  Dispensary, 
In  separate  apartments,  every  Wednes- 
day evcnin;,'',  mIrto  apjtlloiints  for  ad- 
mission as  "  free  nieTiilx  rs"  attend  and 
are  admitted,  if  their  earnings  are  with- 
in the  Ibllowinjir  scale: — **  A  single 
man,  eaniing-  more  than  12*.  a  week — 
a  sinjrlp  wonrnt,  rnniing-  more  than  9*. 
a  week — also  a  man  and  his  wife,  whose 
joint  earnings  exceed  14«.  a  week— are 
severally  inadmissible :  Is.  6d.  a  weeic 
may  be  added  to  the  eaniintfs  of  a  mar- 
ried couple  i'or  each  child  dependent 
v^on  them.  Domestic  servants,  lod^ing- 
with  tlicir  omployeiB,  whose  earning^ 
exceed  71.  per  annum,  are  also  insd. 
missible." 

Applicants  are  first  exsmined  by  the 
surgeons*  committee,  and  their  names, 
ag"e,  residence,  employment,  and  weekly 
earnings,  are  noted  down,  and  ol>i<'e- 
tious,  if  any,  slated.  The  individual 
then  takes  tots  statement  to  Che  manag- 
inqf  eorrniiittee,  who  subject  him  to  a 
similar  examination;  and,  if  found  eli. 
gible,  his  name  is  enrolled,  and  he  re- 
ceives his  free  member's'*  ticket  on 
puying  his  subscription  of  one  penny  a 
far  adults,  and  n  iKilf  peiuiy  n  week 
for  cialdren  under  fourteen  yeui-s  oi' affe, 
in  advance  up  to  die  first  Monday  in  Sie 
foUowing  month. 

To  render  tlie  sulis(  ri|illon^  as  rn<:v 
as  possible,  they  are  paid  on  tlie  first 
Miondaj  in  crery  month.  A  slight  line 
is  imposed  r  r  I  rrears,  which,  if  allowed 
to  continue  for  three  montlis,  siibjeets 
the  individual  to  expulsion ;  and  he 
cannot  be  re-adniittcd  without  paying 
three  mrntfas'  arrears  of  subscnptions 
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and  fines.  No  medicines  are  allowed  as 

louj^  as  anj  arrears  remain  due. 

Eig-htsurgeonsheloM*,'- to  the  institution; 
atpresent  ihcre  are  only  six,  two  having 
len  the  town.  To  prevent  monopoly 
they  continue  in  office  only  for  three 
rears,  but  are  elio-jhle  fur  re-election. 
Elections  take  ))lace  without  pnn  hmn 
canvass.  Each  surgeon  attenu»  at  the 
dispensary  twice  a  week,  at  an  appointed 
hour,  to  see  patients and  those  wha 
are  too  ill  to  meet  them  there,  are  visited 
at  their  own  houses  by  the  surgeon  of 
their  choice.  Any  individual  not  a  mem- 
1)er,  but  eligible  to  be  one,  nn'^ht  have 
immediate  attendance,  if  required,' by 
paying  bis  year's  subscription,  4s.  4^/,, 
so  advance ;  at  the  same  time  an  adult 
person  must  enter  with  him  as  a  "  free 
inemher."  If  a  pntirnt  wishes  to  change 
his  medical  aUendnnt,  he  Is  al  liberty  to 
do  so  only  after  the  commencement  of  a 
quarter. 

Char  it  If  ('In  as, — iVlthough  this  class 
is  exnecled  to  consist  of  persons  w  ho  are 
.  unable  to  subscribe  as  "  free  members," 
and  do  not  receive  parochial  relief,  vet, 
if  their  ])arisl)cs  are  at  a  distance  Ironi 
the  town,  this  rule  is  wot  cnf(trrx?d,  and 
such  individuals  are  eligible  to  receive 
charity  tickets  of  reeonnneudataon.  This 
indulgence  is  peculiarly  lieneficial  in  a 
manufaeUiring  town  like  Derby,  w  here 
vast  numbers  of  strangers  are  induced 
to  settle  for  the  sakeofem])loyment,  and 
in  the  event  of  sickness  are  wholly 
without  means  of  obtaining  medical 
a»sisla»ce. 

Pauper  C^ms.— Owing  to  the  preju- 
dices which  are  always  opposed  to  the 
introduction  of  innovations,  however  be- 
neticial,  the  overseers  of  jiarishes  have 
hitherto  declined  coniruetiiig  with  the 
Dispensary  for  attendance  on  the  pau- 
pers. The  advantages  which  it  offers  to 
the  paupers  are  so  great  and  indivpufa. 
ble,  and  the  operations  of  tiie  iusiiiution 
on  the  other  classes  so  successful,  that  it 
b  hoped  before  Itnig  the  overseers  will 
feel  It  an  impcmfive  dutv  to  ;ill(>\v  th.^ 
Dispensary  to  supersede  the  uotonously 
objeetional  sytem  of  fiuming  the  pan. 
prrs,  which  nas  hitheilo  been  adopted, 
an  l  has  nothing  to  reoommoid  it  but 
luuif  usage. 

The  fund  appropriated  to  the  surgeons 
consists  of  the  subscriptions  of  the  "  free 
class,"  and  also  the  contributions  of  the 
parishes  whose  overseers  have  contracted 
with  the  managing  committee  of  the 
Dispensaiy,  after  deducting  the  supposed 
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cost   of  inetiicitu-s   coJisiimed    hy  the  visits  }n\  lionsc;  the  fonncr  hill  not  be- 

*'  pauper  class."    At  the  end  of  every  ing  paid,  he  sentls*  lor  another  surgeon, 

quarter  tliii  fund  it  divided  amonfrst  the  ura  so  on,  till  be  becomes  indebted  to  as 

surgeons,  according  to  the  number  of  many  medical  men  as  wilVtnist  him — and 

patient';  of  »        f  ia<is  indi<=:cnminately  in  the  end  pays  none.   IJ- fie  should  be  too 

for  u  hu  ll  tiicy  have  prescribed.  honest  to  incur  expenses  which  he  knows 

All  cbildren  brottgnt  Co  the  Dispeo-  himself  unable  to  pay,  the  probable 

aarv  arc  vnccinatcd  gratis.  consequence  is,  that  disease,  uhich  at 

l*i>Hlif  al  economists  violently uxrlnim  fii^t  might  have  been  <>r\^ny  n  moved,  is 
against  indiscriminate  charity,  and  as-  uliuwccl  to  make  sucii  lavugcs  as  to  be« 
lert  diat  eleemosynary  mstitotions  are  come  incurable;  thus  nracdcally  con- 
so  numerous  in  our  country  aA  to  become  tradicting  the  axiom,  tnat  '^honestjis 
a  great  onl ;  that  the  bent'volcrire  of  the  the  best  |mlicy."  Beinnr  in  this  way 
English  character  is  greater  than  its  familiarized  with  di^hone^ty,  he  natu- 

Sntdence;  that  the  poor  have  so  much  rally  becomes  indifTerent  to  character, 
one  for  them,  that  tlicy  forget  to  do  anr  and  commences  the  slippery  and  down- 
thinp;- for  thciiisolvL  s :  tli;it  the  laudabtc  ward  path  that  leads  to  pan]>erism,  which 
spirit  of  independence  which  used  to  dis-  is  no  longerdreaded  as  a  disgrace.  Give 
linguish  our  peasantry  is  destroyed,  and  him,  on  the  other  hand,  the  opportunity 
thattbey  no  longer  consider  pauperism  a  of  securing  to  himself  and  familv  pro- 
disg^ce.  It  must  hr  nrkiiowloilg-rd  that  per  T:i«"(ii(  ;il  asststaiire  dnrinnf  sirVness, 
there  i»  but  too  much  truth  in  these  as-  and  let  him  feci  that  with  a  little  provit. 
sertions  ;  but  to  correct  such  evils,  and  dent  foretliounfht  this  might  be  eDccted 
at  the  same  time  to  direct  the  streams  of  by  his  own  exertions,  without  outraging 
benevolence  into  their  1<  L;itiinate  chan-  his  fcclin<2fs  of  independence  by  haviiit*' 
neis,  are  the  great  and  primary  objects  rerourse  to  charity,  and  he  will  retain 
of  delf.supporting  dispensaries.  the  self-esteem  which  gives  him  Uie 
The  description  ot  ners(ms  for  whose  honest  pride  of  independence  —  be  will 
ndraTitnqr  tlir  "  free  cl.iss"  is  intruded,  H-ol  that  ho  liasi  a  st:uidintr  in  sorietv, 
forms  a  most  important  pari  of  the  corn-  and  a  char;i(  tt  r  to  support  —  and  M  ill 
m unity,  which  has  hitherto  been  couipa-  shun  pauperism  as  the  le^itim«itc  ofl- 
ratively  neglected,  and  no  institution,  si>rin<jr  of  idleness  and  ptofligacy. 
witlj  t'bjecLH  similar  to  that  ]>rri]*(isrd  l>y  This  disjiriKarv  <^ystrTn  not  ojilv  af- 
Mr.  Smith,  has  been  formed  expressly  fords  to  the  workin;;-  classes  t  llii  i( nt 
for  its  benefit.  medical  aid  when  ncccfe^aiy,  and  iii  iliis 
The  most  frequent  cause  of  pauperism  resnect  places  them  upon  an  equality 
is  disease.  If  a  working  man,  on  whose  witli  their  more  opulent  neighbours,  but 
weekly  earnings  his  family  depends  for  is  intended  to  sitpcrsedc  the  highly  ob- 
subsistciice,  is  deprived  of  Viealih,  he  and  jcctionahlc  system  ol"  farming  clubs  and 
hisfamily  have  no  other  alternative  than  parishes,  by  one  much  more  beneficial 
to  become  paupers.  The  health  of  such  to  the  poor  and  creditable  to  the  medical 
an  individual  is.  therefore,  of  im-  practitioner.  Tt  is  well  known  that  the 
portant  consequence  to  the  com-  farming  of  parislics  is  abundantly  pro- 
muni  ty  ;  and  the  public  wlr  con-  ductive  of  disgraceful  competitions,  ut- 
stilt  their  own  interest  by  affording^  terlydeiogatorytothepro(es8ion,andthat 
him  all  possible  facilities  for  seeuring  in  most  instances  the  panjjcrs  are  misera- 
this  paramount  blessing.  Wc  accoro-  blv  neglected.  How  can  it  be  otherwise, 
iiigly  find,  tliat  where  self-supportinff  when,  as  is  generally  the  ease,  the  low- 
disj^nsaries  have  been  estaolished,  est  bidder  is  the  successful  r  in  lidate? 
pansb  rates  have  visibly  diminished,  and  the  remuneration  is  usually  so  pal- 
without  the  powerful  engine  afforded  try  and  inadequate  as  to  prevent  the  sur- 
hj  this  dispensary  system  to  the  working  geon  finm  performing  nia  duties  eflk 
man,  when  disea^*  afflicts  his  family,  ciently,— for,bydoing80,be8uhjectBhinu 
he  of  f'fMtrvc  seeks  for  nie<liral  aid,  and  self  to  positive  loss;  tlim^OTf.  }^y(^n 
as  long  a.<>  he  retains  so  much  respect  for  the  principle  of  self  prcservatuui  he  is 
himself  as  to  shrink  fnmi  becoming  bur.  obliged  to  De  as  sparing  in  his  medicines 
then.soine  to  the  parish,  he  employs  a  and  attendance  as  possible,  and  this  class 
m^niieal  attendant  of  his  own  fhoit  e;  a  of  patients  is  usually  consigned  to  the 
bill  is  coiisef|^ui  ntly  incurred  which  he  is  care  of  his  apprentices.  The  wretched 
unable  to  discharge.     Sickness  again  pauper  has  no  alternative  but  to  put  up 
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with  the  parish  doctor,"  or  have  none ; 
and  in  manj  cases  no  doubt  Che  latter 
is  the  less  evil  of  the  two.    By  the 

disp^'Mviiry  system,  the  sick  pauper  has 
the  same  privilegc't»  as  utlicr  members  of 
society ;  he  can  choose  his  own  medical 
Rtteonant,  and  can  change  him  if  lie 
sliciulil  IVd  illssutisficd  with  his  attend- 
ance ;  he  can  have  a  consultation,  it  his 
case  should  require  it,  and  as  the  su^^n 
is  vemonerated  alike  for  each  dass  indis- 
criminataly,  bis  interest  h  as  ranch  pro- 
miif*  ()  hy  attending  the  pauper  as  the 
*'  free  uieinber." 

Similar  objections  arc  applicable  to 
the  larmingot  clubs,  which  is  productive 
of  more  detestal>le  and  di?<sT«ct'''»d  in- 
tri^iing  amongst  utedical  men  than  even 
parishes,  with  thia  additional  evil,  that 
many  individuals  belonging  to  sick  clubs 
are  well  able  to  paj  for  mf^lirnl  n«<^i^t 
ance  in  the  usual  way ;  and  besides,  the 
surgeon  is  usually  taxed  with  attendance 
on  the  famiiuM  of  the  members  without 
rceeiviiirr  any  rcnnrneration,  wliieli  lie 
is  fearf  ul  (tf  ardently  (leiiiaiuliiir^,  lest  he 
should  be  depnved  uf  the  appoiutuieut, 
which  he  considers  Taloable,  as  affording 
an  intrtnluctiun  to  practice:  thus  the 
cliihs  take  advantagfe  of  his  peculiar 
situalKui,  and  he  submits  U>  a  direct  yuM- 
tive  loss,  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  an  in. 
direet  and  nneertain  benefit.    If  this 

abomitinhle  «vsf,  m  were  snpcrst  (led  hv 
8«lf.supjH)rUn^  dispensaries,  the  poor 
members  of  dubs  might  belong  to  the 
*^  free  class,"  and  those  who  are  in  better 
circuuistanre<;  would  he  left,  as  thejr 
ought,  to  their  own  resuurces,  and  not  tic 
allowed  to  deprive  the  ]jrofession  of  the 
remuneration  to  whieh  it  is  entitled. 

The  dispensary  system  is,  I  conceire, 
admirably  adapted  to  pnnnote  the  inte- 
rests and  respectability  ol"  the  medical 
profession.  It  relieves  the  practitioner 
irom  the  l)nrtheii  of  nearly  gratuitous 
attendance  on  the  lower  orders  ol'  soeiety ; 
he  is  no  longer  called  upon  to  outrage 
his  feelings  oy  maldn^  densaBda  which 
are  justly  liis  due,  on  individuals  whose 
earniiigfs  are  hart  ly  sufficient  to  supply 
theiuselvea  and  lauiilics  with  the  uecea> 
saiiea  of  lile^  he  is  m>  hmger sten  in  the 
degrading  situation  of  suing  the  poor 
mechanic  at  the  Court  of  Reipip^fs,  and 
obtaiuing  an  order  for  the  payment  of 
his  loll  by  weekly  instalment,  of  six- 
pences and  shillings ;  his  i^ttneratioB, 
although  doubtless  inadequate,  secure, 
aad  as  it  is  for  atteudauce  and  skill 


alone,  it  is  far  more  satisfactoiy,  and 
much  more  creditable,  than  when  arising 

from  the  precarious  payment  of  bUls  for 
medicines.  It  <  ff  rtually  prevents  the 
disgraceful  intriguing,  overreaching,  un- 
dercharg  ui<r  ana  a  host  of  abominations 
cngendereaby  the  hatefiil  systemof  farm. 
inp;eluhsan(l  parislu  s;  arul  thrprnfession, 
relieved  Ironi  these  itinin  hria, which  have 
hitherto  acted  like  aii  mcuhuss  on  its  re- 
spectability, will  retain  the  high  stmd. 
ing  in  siK-fety,  and  command  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  the  public,  to  whieh  it  is 
so  well  entitled.  It  tends  also  to  coun- 
teract the  trickery  and  impositiona  of 
quacks  and  per  centage  physicians,  who 
msinuatc  themselves  !tito  tlie  dwellings 
of  the  poor,  and  prey  upou  their  very 
Titals.  The  latter  descnption  of  pesta 
to  society,  I  am  happj  to  saj,  Is  rather 
nn  anomaly;  but  you  must  be  aware, 
hir,  there  are  such  gentlemen,  who  stig- 
matize the  profession  by  calling  them- 
sehrea**  doctors,"  and  obtain  a  livelihood 
hy  contractiii*^  s\h]i  n  firnq-pfist,  to  whom 
they  send  all  iln  ir  jjresenptions,  and  re- 
ceive ill  return  a  portion  of  Uie  ready- 
money  cost  of  the  medidnes:  they 
chaise  small  fees,  and  if  these  cannot 
be  ohtaiTied,  they  getterotaly  prescribe 
gratis,  and  manage  to  make  up  the  defi« 
cieney  by  prescribing  abmtdtmtfy.  By 
the  facilities  for  obtaining  medical  aid 
from  the  I>i^pensary,  tlit  deluded  me* 
chanic  is  rescued  from  the  d^gning 
liyprK^risy  of  each  disrepvtable  pre* 
sen  ben.  Another,  and  not  the  least  ad- 
vantag-e,  :tccniin^  fmra  Mr.  Smith's 
system,  is  the  field  for  immediate  action 
which  it  aflbrds  to  the  ^oung  practi- 
tioner, whereby  bis  toer^M  are  not  al- 
lowed to  lie  dormant,  as  is  now  to<»  fre- 
quently the  eas<',  in  waitintf  for  prnrtice. 
His  exertions  arc  immediately  called 
into  requisition,  and  bis  talentii 
ciated  and  quickly  rewarded. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  observe,  that 
dunng  the  pniv^ence  of  cholera  iu  thia 
towot  there  is  great  reason  to  bdleve 
that  die  Dispensaiy  had  a  powerful  in- 
fluencc  in  rcsfrniTnn{>"  the  extension  of 
that  dreadiui  diseai>e.  Although  it  con- 
tinned  occasionally  to  appear  lor  seversl 
monlhs,  there  were  but  twcnty.seven 
cases  reported,  and  fourteen  deaths. 
Nearly  fifteen  hundred  cases  of  various 
descriptions  were  treated  b^f  the  medical 
officers  of  the  Dispensary  in  the  couno 
of  the  year,  many  of  wnieh  were  diar- 
rhcea,  and  woold,  no  doubt,  have  termi- 
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Dated  in  genuine  spasmodic  cholera,  if 
prompt  medical  aid  had  not  been  af- 
fonJcii. 

T  heg  to  apologize  fnr  tlip  length  of 
this  coDiniunication,  and  am,  sir, 

Yuur  most  obedieui  m.>naiit, 
John  Jonbs, 

Mernbi-r  of  the  noy.il  CnlleK^  of  SiJr;;i'ciiis, 
Lon'iun  ;  and  one  of  the  Sutgcuii*  to  the 
Derby  8elf-Aupportlog  JUtopcnwirjr. 

Derby,  May  14,  iStt. 


ON  CERTAIN  IMPRKI  i:(  J  IONS  IN 
THE  ACT  OK  lHl.i. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Oazette, 

I  REGRET  to  perceive  that  hitherto  my 
arjcuwiprits  have  been  thrown  a^ay  upon 
vou.  Nevt-rtheless,  I  do  nut  despair; 
out  trust,  if^ou  will  give  me  onee  more 
vour  attention  and  a  spare  column,  to 
c«<!!V!T!f.>  volt  even  yet  that  the  Scotch 
liuyo  uoi  buckled  on  their  armour  in  an 
unjust  cause. 

In  vour  last  leading  article  you  state 
that  tfic  measure^  nf  rfli<  f  {  laiiiicd  by 
the  (Scotch  Colleges  will  ol'  necessity 
oitail  upon  the  existing  nice  of  nracti. 
tioners  in  England  and  Wales  all  man- 
ner of  evils ]nir<K  ns  more  inlolcrahh^ 
than  any  which  their  preiicc*  ssnrs  kuew 
of— -a  state  of  insecurity  and  prtuiitivc 
harbarism."  Yet  to  effectuate  sneh 
ehanjfcs,  evorv  college  and  every  con- 
stttTited  authority  in  Scotland  w  hich  has 
any  ft lation  to  medicine  —professors  and 
puiiils-— graduates  in  and  in  jto9»e 
— nave  all  been  petitioning  the  legisla- 
tnr«>.  There  must  s»m*ly  hr  !«<»nif  hitent 
iujusijcc,  some  strong  hciisc  of  rights 
mthbeld,  or  wrongs  committed,  which 
!i  IN  thus  iLssociatecT  together  the  men  of 
Aberdeen,  of  (Ji  tv.jftw.  and  of  Edin- 
bturgb.  Let  Uh  consider  lor  a  moment 
what  it  is  the  Scotch  ask,  what  it  is  they 
ii»  possess,  and  what  they  dlnire  to 

As  the  law  now  stands,  a  mcmhfr  of 
the  College  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh 
nuty  cone  to  Loudon,  put  upon  his  door 
Alexaniver  Macintosh,  Surgeon,  <Scc. 

firaetise  in  every  department  of  xho  pro- 
cssion,  become  in  every  respect  a  gene- 
ral ormmily  practitioner,  and  bjehafg- 
ing  at  the  rate  of  five  shillings  a  visit, 
ninki-  a  very  comfortable  livelihood 
without  any  fear  of  the  Apothecaries* 


Soc  iety  or  their  scdicitor,  provided  Ito 
takes  the  ])recautiou  of  having  his  me- 
dicines made  up  at  a  chemist?  inaf^fi^ 
of  compounding  them  at  his  own  home 
by  help  of  his  assistant  or  npj.rentice. 
In  France,  and  I  believe  in  almost  all 
parts  of  the  Continent,  this  mode  of 
practice,  this  separation  of  the  prescribcr 
•,\}\{]  the  jfft/rrmafien,  is  miiversal.  In 
soinc  countrits  it  is,  1  believe,  actually 
enjoined  hj  low.    1  will  not  stop  to  in- 
quire wbet'her  such  a  thing  is  or  is  not 
jier  »e  desirable.    No  orrc  can  deny  that 
it  is  a  very  good  custtun  ;  and  were  it 
the  custom  of  England,  the  Scotch 
would  never  have  complained;  hut  it 
is  nfit.    From  time  immemorial  the 
Fni^lish  have  been  in  the  habit  of  re- 
ceiving advice  and  niediciiich  from  the 
same  person,  and  to  that  system  they 
are  still  inclined  to  adhere.  The  Scotch, 
however,  are  unable  to  sec  why  the 
compounding  of  a  i)iack  dose  in  one 
shop  rather  Uian  in  another  is  to  be  the 
virtual  cause  of  their  exclusion  from  the 
frre.ir  m'As^  of  English  families.  The 
law  uiiuws  them  to  practise  if  they  en- 
trust the  preparation  of  tlieir  medicines 
to  a  druggist  over  whom  they  have  no 
control,  but  forbids   llieni  from  prac- 
tice, if  they  wish,  by  iiersonal  superin- 
tendence, to  be  satished  of  the  purity  of 
the  drugs  which  they  employ. 

Turn  it  and  twist  it  as  you  wi'l,  "  to 
this  complexion  you  must  come  at  last." 
The  "  Aptiihecary"  of  the  Act  of 
1815  diflera  from  the  Scotch  Surgeon** 
only  in  thi^  tli  it  tlie  one  mav  supply 
his  patients  with  medicinr>  iVoin  his 
own  shop,  and  the  other  must  send  for 
them  to  theehemitt*e.  This,  in  point 
of  fact,  makes,  in  Eng^land,  all  the  dif* 
ference  f)etuern  practice  and  no  prac- 
tice J  but  it  w  ill  be  iin|H)SHible,  I  think, 
to  persuade  a  Committee  of  either  House 
of  Farliameiit  that  such  a  distinction  is 
(bTeTi^iMf  in  theory,  however  well  it  may 
work  in  practice.  It  was  the  tloctrine 
of  the  Conservatives,  that  schedule  A 
worked  well,  and  ought  therefore  to  be 
retaim  d.  Parliament, however,  decided 
otherwise.  The  rotten  boroughs  were 
disfranchised,  and  such,  ere  long,  will 
he  the  fate  of  the  obnoxious  clauses  of 
the  Apothecaries'  Act.  Fear  not,  str, 
that  the  public  health  will  suffer  from 
the  change,  or  that  the  days  will  ever 
return  vi%en  a  smattering  of  medical 
education  will  suffice  in  this  country* 
A  tiortl  nf  li^'ht  ha«<  been  lei  in  upon  the 
world  4^i«ce  the  peace  of  Ibid,  which 
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will  not  be  cxtiii^islied  even  though 
the  Scotch  Collc^-cs  should  be  allowed 
to  compete,  on  Eiis:ll>h  sdil,  with  tlie 
licentiates  "f  tlic  \^'ol>llipful  Societjr  of 
Apotbecaries  of  London. 

Bui,  smysosie,  the  Scotch  must  be 
kept  out,  or  they  will  overrun  the 
roMTitrv  like  a  harAe  nf  ITtms  and  Van- 
dals. With  as  much  justice  might  it  be 
Mud  that  the  youths  of  YofkthiieshouM 
be  kept  \H  !!hiii  ilio  three  Ridings,  or 
they  would  (»v<  rAvln  lni  llif  nirn  nf  Kent 
and  Sussex.  We  need  be  under  uo  such 
apprehension.  The  men  of  Scotland 
ana  the  men  of  Yorkshire  wUl  take  that 
place  in  the  Eii^-lisli  rountirs  to  which 
their  ednrafimi  and  their  knowledg^e  of 
the  world  adapt  them;  and  I  have  seen 
En^rliiih  pupils  to  little  purpose  if  I  have 
not  learned  that  in  the  race  (if  lionour 
thty  may  safely  be  trusted  with  eren 
the  cboLbCst  expurti>  of  the  sister  kiug- 
dom. 

Before  I  conclude  tliis,  my  lust,  letter 
on  the  cfTc(  ts  and  delrcts  of  the  Apothe- 
caries' Act,  permit  me  to  oft'er  a  few  ob- 
R^rrtttionA  tm  the  sins  of  pmiitwH  of 
^^  M'  Ii  either  the  Act  itself,  or  its  ap- 
pointed j'-uanHans,  have  hern  pfuiltv. 

No  one,  iiirj  can  have  watched  the 

} practical  working  of  this  Act  w  ithout 
eeltO{f  sensible  of  the  immense  improTC- 
nienf  w  liirli  it  weiild  i1r  ri>e  from  a  sys- 
tem i)f  prrparatorif  cxaviinntion.  As  it 
is,  a  y(uni^  man  comes  to  Loudon  on 
the  completion  of  his  five  years*  appren- 
ticeship, occupies  himself  for  two  years 
in  London,  spends  all  his  money,  and 
when  be  goes  before  the  Court  of  Exa- 
miners is  found  deficient  in  his  Latin, 
This  deficiency  nu'trht  just  as  well  have 
Iwen  found  out  t\vo  "vears  before,  ami 
being  found  out,  would  have  either  been 
corrected,  or  would  have  saved  the 
jonng  man  the  time,  trouble,  and  ex- 
prnso  of  a  inedirn]  eduealion. 

An  exanuit.ilioii  at  the  close  of  the 
appreiiticcsbip,  and  preparatory^  to  his 
courees  of  ^niM^  lectures,  might  ad- 
vantageousiy  extend  to  the  translating 
of  Celsus,  the  reading  of  physicians' 
prescriptions,  the  aspects  and  names  of 
drugs,  the  elements  of  osteoloinr,  and 
Culleii's  Xt».solo;j-y.  Tliis  \V(»ul(f  insure 
a  certain  depree  of  dilijjence  on  the  part 
of  the  pupil  duriug  bis  dull  hours  of 
apprenticeship,  and  it  would  he  an  addi- 
Uoual  inducement  to  the  master  to  give 
occasional  instructions  nml  e\;uuina- 
tions.  It  is  unreasonable  to  expect 
that,  dtiriug  the  two  yean  of  his  resi- 


dence in  I^ndon,  a  v  onng  man  can  he- 
ncficially  occupy  himself  with  bis  Arc, 
hftc.  hoc.  All  lljat  onjrlit  to  have  been 
done  long  bcfdre  ;  and  if  it  has  not  h«>en 
done,  the  youth  should  be  debarred  from 
prosecnting  the  higher  biMches  of 
study. 

'X\\v  ndvnnt-in'es  of  a  preparatory  exa- 
mination arc  obvious,  that  the  Apo- 
Aeeflries*  Society  cannot  have  overlook, 
ed  them.  The  Act  of  1815,  however, 
makes  no  mention  of  sueh  a  thing.  We 
may  therefore  reasonably  conclude,  that 
it  is  to  thb  omission  in  Ute  Act,  rather 
than  to  anj  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  the 
measure,  that  wr  are  indi  hted  to  the 
forhearaiiee  <if  the  Court  of  Examiners. 
Ill  any  revisal  which  the  Act  may  here- 
after undergo  (and  I  presume  it  is  not 
intended  to  rival  the  laws  of  the  Me<les 
and  Pen^ians),  tlie  p(»\\  er  of  preparatory 
examinatiou  oujjlii  lo  Lc  specifically  re- 
cognized. 

The  only  other  point  on  w  hich  I  shall 
vcTittin^  to  ihvtkw  out  a  few  reflections, 
is  that  o{  couHter'practict^  as  it  is  called 
—in  other  words,  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges  of  chemists  and  dni^'^i,n^<>^-  Th**!-© 
is  a  (  laiise  in  the  Act  of  by  whieli 

chemists  and  druggists  are  authorised 
"  to  carrv  on  their  trade  and  business  as 
fullj  and!  amply  as  they  did  carrv  if  na 
])nor  to  the  passin;;-  of  tlie  Act."  This 
assuredly  Ipfj-alizcs  the  practice  of  giv- 
ing advice  at  the  counter;  for  it  must 
have  been  the  custom  in  all  ages,  in 
eases  of  slight  disorder,  such  as  cram)><;, 
spasms,  gripes,  faiutings,  (See.  It  is 
certainly  desirable  to  provide  some 
cheap  mode  bj  which  the  poor  may 
obtain  the  benefit  of  medical  advice, 
without  ha^  iiiff  recourse  to  the  parish 
doctor ;  auii  I  know  of  no  better  mode 
than  counter-practice.  It  seems,  how., 
ever,  quite  necessary  to  provide,  bjr 
some  positive  enactment,  that  chemists 
and  uruggists  shall  not  attend  ]>a- 
tients  at  their  own  homes.  This  j>rac. 
tice,  like  the  Whig  notions  of  kinglj 
power,  "ha';  iTu-rr^nsed,  is  in€rsasill|^y 
and  on«rlit  to  l)c  dumnished." 

With  this,  sir,  I  bring  to  a  close  my 
strictures  on  the  Act  of  1815.  As  1 
have  nothing  extenuated,  so,  T  trust, 
shall  I  be  found  to  have  set  down  noui^-lit 
in  malice.  The  Act  ha!»  ctfected  much 
good,  and  weU  merits  the  eneomiums 
which  you  and  the  profession  generally 
l>estow  M|»o?!  it :  hut  a  good  house  ad- 
mits of  improvement,  and  in  the  lapse 
of  ^ears  K<|uirct  repair.   Let  us  not 
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obsliiial'  ly  vTiiso  tf) -ulopt  those  chaiig'cs 
whicb  rca^iiu  saitcUuiis,  and  wLioli  a 
whole  nation  concurs  in  demanding  as 
an  act  of  justice.  If  thedaimsor  the 
S<  otrli  be  really  just,  thrv  mti<;t  iilti- 
malcly  be  ^ieliiea ;  and  tiie  honour  of 
£nglaud  will  better  be  consulted  by 
prompt  concewion,  than  by  waiting  till 
the  reiteration  of  complaint  has  en- 
forced  coin])liance. 

I  remain,  hir, 
Your  very  obedient  terFant, 

Maxilla  Inpbriob. 

London.  JuM  3,  1633. 


Kinjif 


Georg-e  the 


PETmON  AGAINST  THE  SCOTCH 
APOTHECARIES'  BILL, 


To  the  EtlUof  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
Sir, 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Surgeon-Apothe- 
caries of  this  town,  held  on  the  10th  in- 
stant, the  ciK  petition  was  a||p-eed 
unou,  to  be  presented  as  early  as  possi- 
ble to  the  Honourable  the  Houae  of 
Cnnnnons. 

T  he<j;  to  transmit  a  copy  To  vou :  the 
uuuouiiccuient  of  it  iu  your  valuable 
iourual,  w  hich  haa  so  extensive  a  circu- 
lation, may  rouse  the  medical  practi<- 
tioners  of  oth*  r  fr>\vns  to  an  exjircssion 
of  tlieir  feelin|fs  on  the  subject  of  the 
bill  before  the  bouse, 

I  am,  sir, 
Your  obedient  srrvant, 

F.  V.  Lali«£ma*nd. 

Maccletitrld,  June  12,  18S3. 

Te  A*  UtmourmbU  the  Hmue  o/Com^ 
mons  in  Parliament  assembled. 

The  hiinilile  Petition  of  the  uiult  rvi-j  urd 
Surireon-Apothccanes  of  Mattleslieid, 
in  the  county  of  Chester, 

Sheweth, 

That  we  have  at  very  considerable 
cost  of  time  and  expense  served  appren- 
ticrsbips  of  five  yrnrs,  accordin^i-  to  the 
reqjitjfment  of  tlic  law,  and  liave  siihs»  -. 
quently  attended  due  ujur.ses  of  medical 
lectun-s,  and  of  hospital  practicCt  and 
have  olitained  certificates  of  our  fitness 
to  practise  our  proffS'-ioTi 

That  we  view  with  nmcii  apprehen- 
sion the  provisions  of  a  Bill  now  before 
your  Honourable  House,  for  the  amend- 
ment of  an  Act  passed  tu  the  li(lj.fifth 


rear  of  his  majesty  ] 
Third,  for  the  better  reo-iilan'ng- the  prac- 
tice of  Anotheearies  throughout  Eng- 
land and  Wales,— which  provisions  per. 
mit  every  person  who  has  obtained' a 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicfir.-  fiom  one 
of  the  Unirersities  of  Edinliur^^h,  Glas- 
gow, or  Aberdeen,  or  a  diploma  from 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  Edin- 
bur^-h,  or  from  the  Famlty  of  l*)i\si- 
eians^  aud  Surgeons  of  (rlaj^trcvw,'  to 
practise  as  an  apothecary  tu  England 
and  Wales,  provided  be  oas  served  an 
apprenticeship  (of  uudefued  duration ) 
to  a  regularly  licensed  medieal  practi- 
tioner keepiug  a  laboratory  for  the  dis- 
pensing of  medieines,  or  having  at- 
tended for  nt  ]rn<t         inontlis  at  the 
laboratory  ol  a  surgeon  or  apothecary, 
or  of  an  established  chemist  aud  drug- 
gist, or  of  a  nublic  hospital  or  dispen- 
sary, and  of  having  during  that  time 
been  engaged  in  compounding  aud  dis- 
pensing medieines. 

That  whilst  such  providons  wiU  ra- 
pidly increase  the  number  of  competitom 
for  professional  priifticf,  uc  conceive 
they  will  not  IcJid  to  lurllier  the  public 
welfare,  as  we  are  of  opinion,  that  a  five 
years'  apprenticeship  in  the  laboratory 
of  a  regular  niediral  jn-.irf in'i.ner,  with 
daily  o^tportunities  oi  compounding  and 
disjpensuig  medicines,  and  of  witnessing 
tbcir  elects, comlii II  I!  with  a  subsequent 
extensive  edueation  in  nirdieal  princi- 
ples, is  more  likely  to  lead  to  a  sound 
jiractical  knowledge  of,  and  expericucc 
in,  our  profession,  than  the  uncertain 
^d  scanty  requireminta  of  the  present 

Wo,  tliercf<»re,  feeling  that  our  inte- 
rests may  be  materially  injured  by  the 
enactment  of  the  present  measure,  not 
only  without  advantage  to,  but  with 
niuch  probable  detriment  of,  medical 
information,  and  of  the  public  welfare, 
humbly  nrav  that  your  Honourable 
House  wul  be  pleased  not  to  ]Mas  Che 
said  Bill  into  a  law. 

And  your  petitioners  will,  as  iu  duty 
bound,  ever  pray. 

Thos.  Roberts.  John  Fleet. 

James  Verdon.     J.  Bircrihall. 
W.  B. Dic  kenson.  F.  Ainswortii. 
Jam£s  Cockson.   John  VVACSTAff; 
Edw.  MiLNEn.     Geo.  Bobtock. 
F.  F.  Lallemand.  J*  Braitiiwaite. 
Enw.  FoDEif. 
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SOCIETIES  FOR  THE  ADVANCE. 
MENT  OF  SCIENCE. 

We  bare  looked  throagb  the  volume 
wMcb  has  just  been  publlabed  bj  tbe 
Provincial  Medical  Assooialion*— tbe 
6nt  fmhs  of  tbat  society,  aod  the  ear- 
nest, we  titnt,  of  its  futofe  activity  and 
usefulness.  We  will  not  pretend,  on 
the  present  occasion,  to  enter  into  the 
nicriu  of  particular  papers  (thoii;i'h  we 
shall  take  an  early  opportunity  of  doing" 
so);  hut  the  ]nililicatioii  itself  f^ti^-i^osts 
to  u»  a  lew  remarks,  \\  hit  h  wc  see  no 
reason  for  delaying^  tf)  (  xprcss. 

It  cannot  but  strike  every  one  w  ho  is 
in  tlie  least  degree  attentive  lo  tlic  stale 
of  the  scientific  republic  ,  tliai  the  jjic- 
sent  period  is  marked  with  peculiar  fea- 
tures. Tbat  tendency,  wbicb  baa  been 
observed  to  cbaracterize  tbe  age  we  live 
in,  to  unite  in  large  masses  in  oider  to 
acoomplisb  gnat  objects,  baa  extended 
itsetf  to  men  of  science,  fbrodng  no  smaU 
portion  of  tbe  community;  and  co-ope- 
ration in  purely  intellectual,  as  well  as 
ill  commercial  and  political  pursuits, baa 
become  the  order  of  the  day.  It  is  now 
generally  felt  and  acknowledg-ed,  tbat 
power  is  in  this  mode  jijreatly  accuinn- 
laled,  am)  that  an  eh  ctrir  viwrgy  is  nir- 
rcnt  among*  those  who  i nme  in  contact 
in  the  course  of  tlieir  coiiiukmi  lahours. 
Such  event  cannot  but  be  hailed  with 
pleasure  by  every  enlightened  member 
of  the  comniuuily ;  nor  can  tbe  pleasure 
fail  to  be  heightened  in  proportion  as  the 
newly -acquired  power  is  regulated  by 
lilting  and  wbolesome  laws. 

One  of  tbe  avowed  objects  of  tbe  Pro- 
vincial Association  is  tbe  following  >~ 
"  Maintenance  of  tbe  bononr  and  re- 

*  The  TnuuMCtioM  of  tbe  Prorlnclal  llcdlul 
•ad  Sofglcai  Aisoelailoii,  vot.  I.  lan. 


Fpectability  of  the  profession  fpenerally 
in  the  provinces,  by  pi  luoi iult  friendly 
intercourse  and  free  eoininiin nation  of 
its  members,  and  by  establishing  among 
tbeni  the  harmony  and  good  feeling 
wbicb  ought  ever  to  cbaracterize  a  libe- 
ral profession."  If  ever  tbere  was  a 
time  wben  steady  co-operation  ibr  so 
excellent  a  purpose  was  needed,  it  la 
now ;  and  if  tbe  new  society  bad  no 
otber  end  in  view  than  tbis,  in  its  for- 
mation, its  eadiest  efforts  were  well  di- 

When  the  ])rofesBion  in  England  is 
tbreatened  with  su-amping  from  tbe 
north,  and  a  tide  of  adventurers  openly 
aim  at  the  trade  rather  than  the  cultiva- 
tion of  medicine  as  a  liberal  art,  too 
nntcli  care  cannot  he  taken  by  tho-.  \i  ho 
havt  n  ally  tlie  advancement  of  uicdical 
science  at  heart.  We  perceive  tbat  a 
learned  member  of  the  Association  has 
touched  on  this  subject  incidentally  in 
one  of  the  papers  befttrc  us*. 

A  writer  in  a  late  number  of  the 
Edinburgh  Review,  noticing  tbe  state  of 
tbe  profession,  very  probably  as  it  exists 
in  bis  own  latitude  and  witbin  tbe  limited 
apbere  of  bis  own  oboervation,  tbus 
smartly  observes—**  Even  medical  neo 
tbemselves  are,  in  general,  equally 
careless  and  incompetent  judges  as  tbe 
public  at  large  of  all  high  accomplisb- 
raents  in  their  profession.  Medicine 
they  cultivate,  not  as  a  science,  but  a 
trade;  are  indiHcrent  to  all  that  tran- 
scemlsthe  spliere  of  vulq^ar  praetice,  and 
affect  to  despise  what  tiiey  are  unable 
to  appreciate.*'  Sin  h  is  the  tannt  ven- 
tured iip(m  by  the  1  \  irvvtr  even  in  the 
high  places  of  tm  divine — at  the  laucb- 
boasted  fuuniam-head  of  iiiedicaJ  sci- 
ence—in  the  very  teeth  of  those  who 
affect  to  be  the  jirotectors  of  professional 
ficedom  and  bonour.  YetwasitsuflSaed 
to  go  nnrebuked  at  its  source;  nay, 
some  would  wbiaper  tbat  tbe  unseemly 
cbarge  even  emanated  from  some  one 

«  Dr.  Barlow  oa  the  Objtcte  and  Motfn  of 
Mcdlcat  luTe«ilK>U«w. 
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ainon^  the  said  potentates  tlu-mselTes. 
I>r.  Barlow  has  taken  the  matter  up,  and, 
in  a  tone  remarkable  for  its  rorbcaranre, 
ol»'.»'r\cs — '*  Let  us  hope  that  the  latffT 
part  fit  this  pagquiiiade  onl^  shews  the 
ignorance  of  the  reviewer,  and  that  it 
dacs  mil  truly  characterize  the  profes- 
si(»ii.    Some  ground  for  the  imputation 
I  here  m-Ay  be;  but  if  so,  it  results  not 
frum  the  general  profession  being  liable 
to  such  a  cbuge,  but  from  Its  best  ener* 
gies  being  repressed  and  obscuied  by 
the   mantfold   disadrantages  under 
whkh  it  labonts.  Snob  is  the  pabfic 
ignoianee  of  profesttonal  merite,  that 
indiTidDals  acquire    a  pre-endneiice 
which,  in  a  more  enlightened  state  of 
die  public  intellect,  tlicy  could  nerer 
attain.   These  bring  discredit  on  a  pro- 
iessioD,  ^vbieh,  if  its  voice  were  to  pre- 
vail, would  never  depute  them  its  repre- 
sentatives.     Professional  Tiierit  is,  no 
doubt,  in   m  iiiy  insf;n)ces,  jiatronized 
In-  tiie  jiu})hc  ;  but  liie  estimate  is  arci- 
<1.  iital,  for  tliej  who  decide  are  uo  ade- 
quate judges.    But  if  the  rejiroaeb  thus 
cast  by  the  reviewer  aiiacii  at  all  to  the 
profession  so  generally  as  is  asserted, 
the  fault  wonU  HiU  lie,  not  with  the  pro- 
fession, birt  with  those  who,  hy  uphold- 
ing igrnorance  and  impudence,  eonibund 
all  distinctions,  and  take  from  meitt  its 
legitimate  encouragement  .and  support. 
The  utier  incapability  of  the  public  to 
form  any  just  estimate  of  medical 
talent,  acts  asm  positive  discouragement 
to  all  laborious  and  enlightened  re- 
search ;  and  they  who  feel  this  depress, 
ing  influence,  if  it  were  to  extinguish 
their  zeal  (for  that  it  does,  I  confidently 
deny),  ^ould  have  ample  excuse,  and 
would  Im'  entitled  to  every  indul^^ence, 
V'  l.    they,  in  weariness  of  spirit,  to 
t'xeliiirn.  '  if  it  bap]»Luetij  to  tlie  lool 
evcii  a^  to  usi,  why  should  we  labour  to 
be  mure  \\isc?'     The  sarcasm  of  the 
reviewer,  as  applied  to  the  general  pro- 
fesuon,  I  bdie?s  lo  he  unmerited;  and 
if  merited,  it  would  s^l  he  unjust, 
inasmuch  as  the  blame  would  bo  not 
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with  them,  but  in  the  public  ignofance 
of  all  physiological  knowledge,  and 
also  in  the  political  constitution  of  their 
owi)  department,  which  makes  no  pro- 
vision for  di>tin{'uishinir  tliose  whom 
the  profession  ifsrlf  \wiuld  delij^ht  to 
honour."  Dr.  iiarlow  c<nicludes  the 
topic  by  giving  in  evidence  iliat 
the  profes  ion,  at  least  in  this  coun- 
try, is  not  in  that  dcj^raded  state 
represented  by  the  northern  writer-^ 
the  fact  of  Uie  almost  simultaneous 
and  widely-pcrrading  zeal  which 
has,  on  the  call  of  a  single  roice,  so 
promptly  formed  the  association  of  pro- 
Tineial  praetitionen. 

From  the  proceedings  of  a  society  so 
effectively  organized,  and  animated  with 
so  noble  a  purjtose,  we  cannot  but  augur 
the  most  cheering  results.  But  we  must 
not  forget  that  there  are  other  ohjectn, 
scarcely  less  comrnciulable,  which  may 
be  said  to  form  the  proper  vocation  of 
this  learned  body.  Increase  of  know- 
irdqre,  and  the  advancement  of  medical 
science,  are  inscribed  upon  tli^  ir  luuuicr; 
and  by  the  zeal  which  they  evince  in 
this  pursuit,  it  is,  we  presume,  that  they 
are  ultimately  to  stand  or  fall.  Medical 
aooietiea  there  hsTO  been,  and  there  are, 
in  abundance  threugboat  the  country ; 
but  none,  perhaps,  wss  ever  instituted 
with  so  arowedly  fixed  a  determinatiim 
lo  «dis«ic«  medical  knowledge.  •Other 
societies  would  seem,  in  oomjMtiMn,  to 
hare  been  formed  merely  to  mark  the 
progress  of  science  i  but  of  this,  and  the 
other  noble  assooiciiou  lately  establisfa* 
ed,  the  design  expressly  is,  not  so  much 
to  ninrk,  as  to  make,  pro<Tp*ess  by  the 
united  activity  and co-operatiou  of  their 
several  meinbei-s. 

With  this  view,  the  provincial  society 
iias  ?.ktiched  o»il  skiltuUy  theseveral  de- 
partments in  which  members,  and 
groups  of  members,  may  distiuguish 
Uiemselves  with  most  adrantage  to  Uie 
cause  of  science.  The  chief  details  re- 
garding this  anangement  hare  been 
given  lo  the  public  in  the  original  dx» 
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cular,  aiitl  in  ilje  luminotis  .■•(Idivss  of 
Dr.  Ila»tiiij4s,  pronouncttl  bcl'ui'c  tlie 
Association  at  Worcester  last  year.  Wc 
will,  therefore,  take  leave  to  pass  at  once 
to  the  notiGe  of  Dr.  ConoUj's  plan, 
wliicb,  of  all  ibe  expedients  yet  de?i8ed 
for  tasking^  the  ittefulneM  of  the  society, 
seems  to  us  to  be  the  most  proroisiiig. 
It  is  proposed  by  this  gentlemati  to  tarn 
the  serviees  of  coimtry  practitionen, 
even  of  those  the  most  isolated,  to  ac- 
count; and  this  for  the  piirjK/sc  of  pro- 
curingf  a  body  of  local  statistics,  such  as 
no  other  persons  than  the  practitiuiicrs 
just  mentioned  arc  better  furnished  with 
the  means  of  collectinnr.  The  medical 
man,  ^itnaic  <1  in  a  rural  lt»cality,  "  not 
only  l»( ct.iucs  thoroughly  fainlliar  with 
natural  scenerv,  tlio  character  of  the 
surface,  and  the  cinaatt  <  f'liis  own  dis- 
trict, hut  he  knows  the  (KcujKitions,  the 
hahits,  the  characters,  even  in  iheir 
minutest  traits,  of  all  his  patients,  and 
almost  of  all  his  neighbours ;  their  pros- 
perity or  adveisity  are  never  hidden 
from  him,  and  their  most  secret  grie6 
and  cares  are  confided  oAen  to  his  ear 
alone.  By  the  time  that  he  has  prac- 
tised ten  years  in  any  one  place  he  has 
learned  the  histoiy  and  constittUiou  of 
every  family  in  his  neig^hbourhood  by 
observations  made  on  two,  or,  more 
penrrally,on  three  g"encrations*.**  Nor 
is  liis  observation  cofi fined  to  the  perso- 
nal circumstances  to  l)r  j^atlicred  from 
his  professional  intercourse  and  c.xjie- 
rieiice.  His  opportunities  of  notinj^-  tlie 
local  peculiarities,  l>olli  as  regfarils  tlie 
soil,  climate,  water,  -Sec.  of  the  district, 
and  the  diet,  moral  character,  pre\  ailing^ 
diseases,  ^c.  of  bis  fellow-residents,  are 
unriYaUed.  Nobody  has  better  means 
of  observing  the  consequences  of  pecn- 
culiar  habits  in  his  patients — ^ihe  effects 
of  early  and  late  mairiagcs^of  tempe- 
lanoc  and  excess^peerisbness  and  con- 
UMitmeut^late  and  early  houi^ — family 
afflictions— a  good  or  neglected  educa- 
tion.   

*  A  pro|in'«.ii  to  rst^it)ii«hmt«rdbi*lwf  socle* 
tics,  by  J.  Cooully,  M.V» 


With  such  g'reat  and  in  ijiiloltl  opjior- 
tunities,  of  which  those  en unicratrd  coq. 
stilutc  but  a  small  part,  it  is  justly  con- 
sidered by  the  author  of  the  plan  that 
thecountry  practitioner  has  ample  means 
of  being  eminently  useful,  sikI  that  the 
society  should  accordingly  be  divided 
into  sections,  which  would  call  the 
talents  of  every  individual  member  into 
requisition.  Thus  there  would  be  sec- 
tions of  statistics,  topogimphy,  natural 
history,  See,  the  members  of  which 
should  meet  quarterly,  and  arrangpe  their 
observations,  so  as  to  aflTord  an  easy 
comparison  with  tliose  of  preceding  and 
correspondinrrjieriods.  Wewould  merely 
observe  that  we  have  somo  doubts  (»f 
the  ])raetjcabilily  of  liiese  quarterly 
meetings;  nor  (b)  ue  see  precisely  their 
necessity,  ^^'itb  well-aiTanged  blank 
forms,  and  occu^iouul  transmission  by 
post  to  an  official  personage,  who  would 
act  as  Secretaty  to  the  section,  we  think 
that  every  thing  might  be  managed  just 
as  conreniently,  without  requiring  a 
personal  meeting  oAener  than  once  a 
year.  The  suggestion  about  publishing 
local  Ammaireif  containing,  amid  a 
variety  of  useful  and  interesting  infor- 
mation, nietereological  tables,  aeconnts 
of  epidemics,  reports  of  hospitals,  bills 
of  mortality,  population,  &c.  however 
excellent,  nnist,  we  fear,  give  way  be- 
fore one  simple  extinguisher^-tlie  tax 
upon  aliuanacks. 

For  ihr  |irf"<<-T»t  we  must  elo«!e  otir  rc- 
nuii  k.H,  pnunisiug  soon  again  to  return 
to  the  subjec*.. 

APOTHECARIES*  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

TuE  second  reading  <if  this  Bill,  which 
was  set  down  for  1  riday  the  7th,  and 
again  for  Thnrtiday  the  13th,  has  been 
a  second  liuie  postponed.  It  now  stands 
Ibr  Tuesday  the  18th ;  hut  we  venture 
to  predict,  never  nitl  be  nasscd  in  its 
pre$ent  form.  The  gentlemen  at  tlic 
Home  Office,  we  have  reason  to  believe, 
are  beginning  to  take  a  different  ana 
more  correct  view  of  llie  matter,  and 
one  whirh  is  likely  to  lead  lo  a  satisfac- 
tory arrangement.     The  Colleges  of 
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Surgeons  and  Society  of  Apothecaries 
ought  not,  as  now,  to  be  placed  in  a  kind 
of  rivalship,  but  rather  to  co-operate  in 
securing  to  the  public  the  best  educated 
practitioners,  and  to  the  profession  the 
l^eatcst  share  of  respectability.  There 
mast  be  some  test  or  the  mtdicml  know- 
ledge of  general  practitioners ;  and  this 
would  be  roiri<*-n  to  the  business  of  a 
College  oi  ^Surgeons,  whose  testimonial, 
on  Uie  other  hand,  as  to  anatomy  and 
snmrjt  ought  to  be  without  anneal. 

We  hope  next  week  to  be  able  to  an- 
nounce toat  tins  knotty  piece  of  le^s- 
lation  has  been  brought  to  a  conclusion 
more  suited  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
case  than  was  promised  by  its  com- 
mcuc4;iaeut. 

FACTOR Y   COMMISSION  —  REMU- 
NERATION OF  PRACTITIONERS. 

To  the  Editor  tif  tU  Modieai  GazHte. 
S», 

I  tNCi.osr.  von  the  folbnvinpf  eorrcsj)on- 
dence,  which,  if  tou  think  fit,  you  will 
oblif^e  me  by  publishinii^  in  this  week's 
Gazette.  Thefieru.sal  will  shew  you  I  did 
Ti<tf  think  it  j^^t  tu  call  for  the  labour  and 
luiclli^nce  ul  the  medical  practitioners 
in  the  country,  toffire  information  to  paid 
commissitiners,  witnotit  an  adeijuate  remu- 
neration. I  hope  you  will  be  the  means  of 
diewin|p  to  distant  practitioners  what  I 
Ittve  tned  to  do  in  behalf  of  our  profeision. 
—I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Most  obediently, 

JOHM  CALTBaOP  WtlXIAMS. 
KeUlsflMWi,  J«a«  11.  1689. 

No.  l.^Copy.) 

Totkt  Right  Jloiioiirdh!)'  thi-  Sfcretiiri/  rf  Stttt* 

f  'wr  ihe  Ikmie  Uepai  ImcK . 

Kottinghiim,  June  4,  \H3S. 

Mr  Lord, — 1  yesterday  received  (I  be- 
lieve in  common  with  every  member  of  my 
profession  in  Notlin^'ham)  stvrn;'  j:^<t  friu) 
«/kretJ  of  pa^HT,  iu  which  were  printed  aite 
hmnlrMl  mmd  Jour  queuimu^  with  the  follow- 
ing  order  printed  on  the  outside — You 
arc  desired  to  return  this  by  the  lOth  of 
June  at  the  latest"  I  hare* carefully  pe- 
rused  those  qoestions, and  it  is  my  opinion 
thvv  rntHXit  Im-  answered  witlj  scmnd  judg- 
ment, iouuded  on  Jacts,  ttolesy  and  ohttrvu' 

timn,  withont  the  dEef  oting  of  at  least  some 

hvurs  daily  for  some  time. 

Knowing  that  the  Commissioners  are 
to  be  remunemted  bv  ]mymeot  fiom  the 
public  purse,  I  ask  of  yon,  niy  Lord,  whe- 
ther the  medical  practitioners  resident  in 
populous  towns  and  districts,  and  from 
whose  taUta  and  vklnitry  thereiy  siarmp  of 


the  information  is  to  be  obtained,  are  to 
be  reraunemted  also,  for  the  time  and 

labour  they  are  asked  (by  the  paid  Medical 
Commissioners)  to  devote  for  the  supply  of 
information  to  those  paid  Commissioners } 
I  ask  this  question  on  public  grounds,  and 
shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  ac- 
quainting ray  professional  brethren  with 
the  contents  of  this  letter,  and  yonr  Loid- 
ship's  answer 

1  have  the  houour  to  remain. 
My  Lord, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
John  Calthkop  Wiluajis,  M.D. 

No.  2. 
T»Dr,J.  C,  WiUUmi. 

WhltchnH,  June  5,  1833. 
Sir,— I  am  directed,  by  Viscount  Mel- 
bourne, to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  i<t  tlic  Ith  instant,  and  to  inform  you 
that  his  Lordship  will  transmit  it  to  the 
Factory  Cnnnnissioners,  and  desire  them 
to  com'munieate  with  yon  upon  the  subject 
to  which  it  relates. 

I  am,  sir, 
Toor  obediettt  servant, 

J.  M.  Phillips. 

To  Dr.  J.  C.  WnUams,  Noltinghum. 

Factory  Commission,  Jnn"  7,  1^.13. 

Sir,— With  regard  to  your  coiumunica- 
tion  of  the  4th  Inst,  to  liord  Melbourne, 

which  has  been  transmittctl  from  the  Home 
Office  to  Uie  (.'entral  Board  of  this  Com- 
mission,  I  am  directed  to  .say  that  it  ean- 
not  have  been  intended  by  Dr.  Loudon  t<> 
desire  aiiv  (!!'i,Tee  <>t'  aid  fVoin  iirofes.sional 
men  incouMiilcnt  wiLii  iheir  private  prac- 
tice or  avocations,  and  that  some  misap. 
prehension  must  have  arisen  on  the  sub- 
jecL  1  am  farther  directed  to  .say,  that 
although  in  certain  cases  the  Board  have 
felt  themselves  authorized  to  <»ftor  remune- 
ration for  valjal>I('  *ierviees,  it  is  inijxissi- 
ble  to  enter  into  any  general  engagement 
with  regard  to  future  services  which  they 
liave  no  means  of  estimatinqf. 
I  have  the  houour  to  be,  sir, 
Yonr  very  obedient  servant, 

John  Wilson,  Secretary. 

1^  Jtkn  Wilson,  T.  q.  Secretary  to  th»  Centnd 

Board  i'ur.'Lir!/  L'ommis<ion. 

Noitingbatn.  June  Dtli.  1833. 
Sir,— I  have  l<t  aeknowledge  the  honour 
of  a  letter  from  you  as  Secretary  to  the 
Central  Hoard  of  the  Factory  Commission. 
I  did  not  in  my  letter  directly  or  indirectly 
impute  to  Dr.  Loudon,  or  to  the  Medical 
Faetof}'  Commissioners,  the  "  desire  for 
any  degree  of  aid  from  professional  men 
inconsistent  with  their  private  practice  or 
avocations,"  and  I  rsgmt  such  a  **  misap. 
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prehensioit**  on  tli«  nan  of  the  CentnU 
Board  on  that  point.  I  itsked,  inallusimi  to 
the  one  hundred  and  four  questions  sent  to 
me,  and  to  odiers  of  my  profession,  whe> 
ther  the  medical  practitioners  were  to  be 
remunerHtcd  also  for  the  exercise  of  tht-ir 
talent  and  industry  in  supplying  infonua- 
tson  to  CommuMionen  paid  by  the  public? 
As  my  iiKinirv  was  on  ))nhlic  c^rounds,  and 
referable  only  to  those  one  hundred  and 
four  questions,  as  I  conrider  yonr  letter  an 
unsatisfactory  answer  to  a  specific  qncs- 
tion,  and,  as  it  appears  by  that  letter,  that 
the  Central  Board  have  no  means  of  es- 
timating the  value  of  future  services"  in 
collcctincf  !ind  arranging  information  ne- 
cessary to  answer  those  one  hundred  and 
four  questions,  so,  for  these  reasons,  I  de- 
cline occiijivinir  my  time  with  th-  M  nnc 
hundred  and  four  questions, and  return  the 
post  folio  sheets  sent  to  me.  I  shall  noir 
communicate  this  correspondence  io  my 
medical  brethren,  and  I  have  the  honour 
to  remain,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
JOHW  Caltbrop  Williams. 


MI]>DLE5(BX  HOSPITAL. 

nUrty  sn*  Fnutum  im  me  tati  the  mme 
tedttfUun/. 

Thfiit;  wa'^  Intoly  in  Bin!'*^  Wnrd  an  extra- 
ordinary instance  of  the  rai;iUty  with  which 
the  bonce  of  the  body  are  occasionally 
broken  and  reuniti d,  in  the  jKsrson  of  Eliza 
M.,  fourteen  years  of  age,  who  was  ad- 
mitted April*  29th,  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  AmoUffoff  fracture  of  the  riglit  thigh, 
in  fN>nsc.| nonce  of  a  fall.  This,  accordincT 
to  Ihcatcouut  nf  the  mother,  is  the  thirty- 
ftrst  fracture  which  her  daughter  has  ex- 
perienced; and  the  c^irl,  who  is  quick  and 
intelligent, states  the  particulars  thus:— 
The  light  thigh  has  been  broken  seven 
times,  the  left  six;  the  right  leg  nine 
times,  the  left  once;  the  right  arm  four 
times,  the  left  three ;  and  the  left  forearm 
once. 

Eliza  M.  was  about  three  years  of  age 
when  the  first  fracture,  that  of  the  left  leg, 
occurred  from  a  fall,  and  she  has  never 
fallen  since  witliout  fractnrintf  a  V\mh. 
But  even  this  is  not  necessar\',  for  she  has 
broken  a  bone  by  merely  catcninghold  of  a 
chair,  and  sometimes  in  simply  turning 
round  suddenly.  She  has  a  sister  s'x  years 
of  age  in  whom  there  exists  the  same  suscep- 
tibility, and  who,  since  the  age  of  eight 
months,  has  had  ninr  fractures.  In  nei 
ther  of  the  pareuU  (»r  their  families  has 
there  been  any  similar  diapoaitlon,  nor  in 
three  others  of  their  ehildrm,  two  boji 
and  another  girl. 

There  is  nothing  pecnliar  in  E.  M.*s 
appearance.  She  has  delicate  features,  a 
fineskin,dvkh»irandeyelashcs,andbluish 


grey  iiidm.  The  bones  of  the  trunk  and 

upper  extremities  present  no  alteration 
from  the  natural  form,  but  those  «»f  the 
right  leg  are  strongly  arched  forward, 
anil  so  is  that  of  the  left  thigh ;  in  a 
triflins:  degree  this  is  the  cn«^  with  the  left 
leg  and  right  thigh.  Hcjiides  the  curve 
forwards,  the  bones  of  tlie  right  leg  seem 
U>  he  flattened  laterally,  as  in  rrV'  ,  ,n.  htit 
no  curvature  existed  before  the  btmes  be- 
gan to  break.  A  variety  of  medidnes  were 
f(»nncrly  tried  in  this  case,  with  a  view  to 
remedy  the  great  britlleness  (as  it  has 
been  called)  of  the  bone;  but  the  mother 
states  that  she  never  found  them  to  be  of 
the  lea<!t  benefit.  She  speaks,  however,  in 
strong  tennii  of  the  advantages  derived 
from  a  residence  at  the  sea-side,  and 

ntinri^fiinc^  diet. 

No  diiiiculty  has  ever  been  experienced  in 
getting  the  bone  to  unite — so  little  that  the 
mother  has  treatcl  many  of  the  fractures, 
rthose  nut  attended  with  displaccrncnt,) 
herself,  and  has  of  late  .sought  surgical 
assistance  only  when  the  larger  bones 
were  broken.  Thus  the  girl  was  in  this 
hospital  about  two  years  ago  for  a  broken 
thigh,  and  this  interval  is  the  longest  she 

has  ever  experienced  without  a  fnicttire. 

The  thigh  bones,  and  those  of  tlie  arm, 
have  never  broken  without  displacement ; 
those  of  the  leg  have.  It  would  seem  as 
if,  in  the  case  of  the  latter,  the  fracture  had 
not  always  been  complete.  Her  healtJi 
snflTering,  this  girl  left  the  hospital  on  the 
2^<th  of  May,  but  Mr.  A.  mentioned  the 
other  day  that  he  bad  since  called  at  the 
residence  of  her  parents,  and  found  her 
doing  well.  The  limb  had  been  treated 
on  the  double  inclined  plane  with  splints 
which  were  continued  at  home.  E.  M. 
does  not  walk  without  a  crutch,  and  it  was 
in  c<mse4}uence  of  this  slipping  that  she 
met  witli  her  last  accident;  but  Mr.  A. 
found  her  sister,  who  has  md  the  nine 
fractures,  runninij  about  without  any  as- 
sistance of  the  kind,  and  in  a  state  of  ap- 
parently perfect  health. 

Stricture  of  th<  (E»ophagu$'^Scirrhui  ^  the 
peri, 

James  S.  set  49,  was  admitted  April 

2nd,  I'^^3.  Is  unable  to  swallow  solid 
food  of  any  kind.  Can  swallow  fluids, 
but  with  difficulty ;  and  when  bread  has 
been  made  into  tliin  panada  with  milk  or 
water,  he  contrives  to  tifetsomc  of  it  down. 
Diglutition  is  slowly  performed,  a  small 
ouantity  is  taken  at  a  time,  and  haviimf  been 
tnrown  into  the  bag  of  tlie  pharynx,  it  ap- 
pears to  stop  tliere,  when,  after  continued 
but  gentle  «BcMrts  at  swnllowtng,  the  fluid 

gnidually  jtjvsses,  and  he  is  enabled  to  rv- 
pcat  tile  attempt.  This  process  is  unat- 
tended by  pain.  When  asked  where  ho 
feels  the  obstruction,  he  points  to  « ilttia* 
tion  corresponding  to  the  commencement 
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of  the<BioplMgus';  (uid  here,  on  introducing 
a  h«»iii^ii'.  It  is5t()ppe<l,  justatthe  bottom  of 
tile  piiaryux.  No  swelling  or  induration 
cfto  be  Aacofgred  here,  and  prearare  doen 
gire  pain.  Ho  has  become  grentiv 
emaciated,  and  bis  cotntenance  is  wan 
and  tallow. 

Ha*  been  subject  to  difficultjr  of  swal- 
lowing for  the  last  six  months.  Thh  wtui 
first  observed  in  consequence  of  a  piece  of 
meat  stclring  in  his  throat ;Hwittance  being 
obtained,  either  a  bougie  or  probang  was 
IMUsed,  and  he  brought  up  the  morsel 
mftnn*  A  bongie  was  now  passed  several 
time^;  bnt  ^ninpf  soon  afterwurds  into  the 
ouontiy,  this  was  nejiectet',  and  he  has 
•iBce  got  gradually  worse.  For  the  last 
three  months  ho  has  not  swallowed  meat. 

On  thr  s(cnn'l  day  after  J.  S.  mtercd 
the  huNpitul,  a-dcum  of  the  feet  was  ob- 
aerred,  and,  on  examination,  water  was 
detected  in  the  abdomen.  Various  nt 
teoiptii  were  made  to  pass  a  bougie  through 
the  ttrictttic,  but  CSV  en  the  smallest  sized 
nri'tlini  bougie  couM  not  he  nnule  lo  jmss. 
%Vith  as  little  utail  was  a  catheter  i)ro. 
perljr  bent  tried,  and  an  instrunn  nt  ou 
the  principle  of  that  rtconnnenileil  hy 
Mr.  Fletcher,  in  liis  Medko  t  hiruri-ical 
Notes.  I^ceches  applied  to  the  throat  the 
patient  described  as  being  of  advantage, 
but  this  was  not  observable  bj  (^'lur\ 
The  ascites  iacreased,  being  temjHjrurily 
felieved  by  elaterium ;  and  ere  it  reached 
to  oppressive  distention,  the  patient  died, 
worn  out.  on  the  1st  of  May. 

Ten  duvs  hcfuru  his  death,  a  small  mdu. 
imted  nodule  was  felt  on  the  left  side  of 
the  neck,  immediately  below  tbe  seat  of 
stricture. 

i4lf^D/>f j/.— Exoessive  emaeiation.  Abdo. 

men  ^Teatly  distended.  Thvroideal  veins 
lariie,  and  full  of  blood.  No  adhesion  of 
the  |»harynx  and  u;.soj>hagU!»  to  the  neigb- 
|>ouri«^  parts;  they  were  readily  removed 
with  the  lar^Tix  tmd  trachea.  VIianciI  now 
from  behind,  a  puckering  of  the  hod  parts 
over  the  commencement  of  tbe  cesophagus 
was  <iVi  '<  rvt  (!,  and  the  parit  ies  uf  the  canal, 
here  cuutracted  in  size  for  the  extent 
Dourly  of  an  inch,  fidt  as  solid  and  hard  as 
eartiMge.  This  idteration  of  structnro 
cncn  ached  a  little  on  tlx  pharynx.  On 
siitiiiig  up  the  disea.scd  puriiun.of  canal 
throogh  which  even  now  the  small  piaster 
bougie  coohl  not  1r-  made  to  pass  twm  its 
coxitractiou  and  irregularity,  the  divided 
surface  presented  a  white  opaque  smoctth 
appearance,  uniform,  like  that  of  cartilage, 
and  without  any  intermixture  of  strisi\  At 
the  middle  part,  it  was  iuipo^isiblc  to  say 
where  the  oisease  had  originated,  all  the 
coats  having  become  involved,  but  both  at 
the  upper  and  nnder  end  the  diseased 
change  was  seed  to  be  limited  to  the  inter* 
nal  coat  J  for  here  the  cutemal  cellular. 


the  moscfnlay,  and  the  svbjaoent  eellnlaror 

nervous  coat,  as  it  lias  been  called,  could 
be  raised  unchanged  from  the  enor- 
mously thickened  and  Indurate  mucous 
coat.  Viewed  from  the  interior  of  the 
canal,  tlie  limits  of  the  morbid  nlf»  nitiou 
in  structure  were  distinctly  marked  by 
a  corresponding  elevation  of  the  inner 
surfacf  nf  thi'  mrmns  membrane,  the 
edgei>  of  which  iu  i»ume  places  overlapped 
the  sound  portion.  The  elevated  anC  dis. 
ca-i  il  <iirT;i((  ^\as  not  ulcerated,  yet  it 
seemed  abraded.  In  its  distinct  limits 
and  some  other  characters,  the  induration 
resembled  the  scirrhous  tubercle  of  tlie 
skin.  The  nodule  felt  on  the  left  side-  of 
the  neck,  a  short  time  before  bis  death,  was 
an  indurated  gland. 

The  viscera  of  th^  i  h  -st  were  liealthjy. 

A  large  quantity  of  serum  was  ctmtained 
in  the  abdomen.  The  liver,  apparently 
somewhat  less  than  natural,  had  a  tuber- 
culatcd  surface,  and  felt  hard.  On  the 
convex  part  of  the  large  lobe,  the  extremity 
of  a  small  cyst,  slightly  raised  above  the 
level,  prcsentc<l  itM'lf,  and  fxing  o]M'TH'd, 
was  found  to  ctrntain  a  large  nuuihcr  ut 
calculi,  probably  100,  with  a  little  bile. 
The  calculi  were  small,  white,  ajid  peariy : 
they  were  composed  of  almost  pure  dio- 
lestrine.  This  additional  gall  bhddtr  was 
formed  of  a  dilated  biliary  duttt  The  real 
gall  bladder  contained  bile,  and  no  cal- 
culi, i^cctions  of  tbe  liver  presented,  in 
a.slight  dcfree^  the  aalmq^  appeamnce. 


MEETING  OF  THE  ASSOCIATED 
GENERAL  PRACTITIONERS. 

In  addition  to  the  ]>ctition  from  Maceles 
field,  given  in  a  former  page,  we  are  glad 
to  find  that  n  jTirptini»  of  the  "  \ss«iciated 
General  i'ractitioncrs"  took  uiiice  on  the 
12th,  at  the  Crown  and  Animor  Tavern, 
when  the  following  resolattoaa  were 
passed  I'— 

1.  That  the  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in 

the  year  IBl.'i,  c«»jnmf»n!y  calh  d  the  Apo- 
thecaries' Act,  hud  lis  origin  in  llii.s  Asso- 
ciation; that  this  Association  lias  ever 
since  taken  a  livi  lv  interest  in  tlie  opera- 
tion of  this  Act,  both  as  a  public  benefit 
and  as  raising  the  cbamcter  of  the  general 
practitioner. 

2.  That  while  this  Committee  concurs 
entirely  iu  the  following  resolution,  passed 
at  a  General  Meeting  of  tht?  Association, 
he!d  :\t  this  house,  June  21,  I82(>,  this 
C'«»aimittee  is  of  opinion,  that  the  course 
of  medical  education  required,  and  the 
strict  eanmination  instituted  by  the  Court 
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of  Examiners*  of  the  Society  of  Apotheca- 
ries, have  greatly  mised  the  whole  medlcBl 
^uftnion  in  the  estimation  of  the  public, 
and  have  boon  the  means  of  keeping  out  of 
general  practice  very  many  incompetent 
penona:-* 

<*  Crown  md  Anrlior  TaTem,  Sirtnd, 

June  21,  1820. 

"  At  a  General  Meeting  held  this  day, 
*«  Resolved,  14.  That  the  General  Afeet- 
ing  feel  theiuselves  called  upon  to  express 
Tcry  stronffl  V  iIk-  tfmteful  sense  they  enter 
tain  of  the  benefits  which  have  resultetl  io 
the  public  and  the  medical  profession  from 
the  zealous  mul  active  exertions  that  have 
been  made  by  the  Society  of  Apothecaries 
in  carrying  the  Apothecaries'  Act  into 
efficient  opeiation." 

3.  That  the  Bill  now  before  the  Rouse 

of  Commons  virtually  repeals  the  m<»st  be 
ncficial  clauses  of  the  Act  of  181.},  removes 
nil  control  over  unqualified  practitioners, 
and  is  a  great  injury  to  the  whole  people 
of  Hnglond  and  \N  n!i  ,  by  deprivincr  them 
of  every  means  w  hereby  they  may  judge  of 
the  qualifications  of  medicaJ  practitioners. 

4.  That  the  said  Bill,  if  passed  into  an 
Act,  will  benefit  those  persons  <diiefly 
whose  general  and  medical  education  has 
been  so  deficient  as  to  give  them  just  rea- 
son to  apprehend  their  rejection  by  the 
Court  of  Examiners  of  the  Society  of  Apo- 
thecaries, notwithstanding  they  may  have 
prcviou'ily  ohtiiiiud  degrees  or  diplomas 
from  the  uuiiersitics  or  coU^es  of  Scot- 
land. 

5.  Tliata  petition,  founded  on  the  above 
resolutions,  and  praying  for  inquiry,  be 
laid  before  the  Commons  House  of  Parlia- 
ment,  an  1  tti  ii  George  Byng,  Esq.,  the 
member  for  the  county,  iie  requested  to 
present  the  saujc. 

Another  meetinc:  is  called  for  Jane 
2ist,  at  8ix  iu  the  evening. 

CORRECTtONS  IN  DR.  H.  LEY'S 
PAPER. 

Page  388,  col.  I,  line  11,  /"or  "  cami," 
read  "  carui p.  289,  col.  I,*  line  41, >r 
"  nor  can  I  refrain,  though,"  read  "  nor 
can  T  reft«{n  here  from  expressing  my 
doubt  oji'l  even  disbelief,  though;" 
p.  289,  col.  2,  line  Mi,  for  *•  its  force, 
being,  by  the,"  read  "  its  force  being 
further  diminished  by  the;"  p.  290,  coL  2, 
litie  7,  f'ltr  "globule,"  read  "lobule;" 
p.  21>i,  col.  2,  line  10,/#»r  "  illustration," 
read  "  illustrations;"  p.  282,  coL  1,  line  48» 
Jar  "  washed,"  read  "  washed  away ;" 
j>.  294,  col.  1,  line  3, /*«•  "  upon  these  sub- 
jects:  the  facts  which,"  na4  "  upon  these 
subjects,  though  the  facts.*' 
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Cancer  .  .  2 
('hll.lbirth  .  .  6 
Consumption  .  94 
Couvuiiiions  .  4!' 
Croup  ...  I 
D«oUa«norT«etbing  v 
Uropsr  10 
Dropsy  on  the  Brain  18 
V  ropsy  on  the  Cbcit  I 
Krysipclas  .  .  7 
Ktfver  ...  10 
Fever,  Scarlet  .  S 
Guut  .  .  .  i 
Heart,  tlisea-ed  .  h 
Hooping- Cough  .  17 


Influents 

Insanity      .  . 

Llvrr.  l>ixeai«d  . 

Locked  J<tw  • 

Meavles  .  * 
Morti'icaUoo 

Purulyais      .  • 

MmaU'roz   .  • 

8or*  ThrMt  aad 
Qolneey  . 

Ttinwh       .  • 

Tuin»>r 

Stil  boru      .  . 

Increase  of  BuriaU,  as  compared  with  ) 
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iDflammAtioa  •  M 
BoweUAatODacb  9 
Brain  .  .  0 
Lnnfa  and  Pleora  19 


91 
S 
I 
1 
16 
9 

a 

19 

1 
1 


96 
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Mi:Ti:0R0LO(iICAL  JOl  IINAL. 

Kept  at  Edmonton,  Latitude  oi"  37'  32"  N. 
Lntgitwh  0"  9'  51"  W.  «f  Gmnwkk. 
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Thuriiday  , 
Friday  .  . 
Saturday  . 
fiun  l  iy  .  . 

Motiilay  .  . 
Tiii*HrI;iy 


(I 

7 
8 
9 
10 

n 


WetliK-sduy  \1 


frooi  41  to  71 
39  70 
41 
40 
40 
41 
41 


78 
79 
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25»-76  to 
39  93 
M)-04 
30-19 
80-34 

2y  74 


80  IS 
S0Z4 
aO-19 

:i»  -i 

■i^C9 


Wind  S.K.  and  S.W.  i  the  latter  pntraiUaf. 
Kxcept  the  Uth  and  12th,  gcoerttly  eicnr. 
HtfnafCANB.->*On  Taeaday  laat  we  were  rlelted 

by  a  more  Tlolent  atorm  of  wind  than  hat  perhapa 

ever  mcurml,  ciTtiiiiity  imI  remembered,  in  l?ie 
nii>nil)  of  June.  At  sun-ri.^e  llie  ntmo»phcre  wim-* 
cnlm  und  <  mimII  s^,  .c  l  lio  coiilininu  till  nrar 
aeven,  wiu-ii  Hie  tlo mis  rose,  auU  llie  wtisd  blew  In 
violent  guiits,  carrying  away  leaves  and  fruits  of 
all  trees  exposed  to  its  force.  The  storm,  husrevt-r, 
wa»  not  at  its  height  till  noon,  from  w-hit-b  time 
till  near  five  It  blew  wltbauch  terriOc  viulencet 
that  many  lofty  elma  and  oaks  were  torn  up  by  the 
root  and  thrown  upon  the  gniund.  In  aereral 
gardens  the  trees  have  lost  more  than  half  their 
fruit.  The  appearance  of  the  Itaves  tlini  ot* 
having  be«»n  parched  l>y  heiit,  uri"»in(?,  howev.  r, 
mirelv  fn  in  tlie  violent  coik iissum.  Hay  niokinK, 
which  h»»i  been  iii  most  trtxi-*  doierred  till  the 
lOth,  in  hnpes  of  raiti,  wax  aconii>lrte  5ceoe  of  con > 
fluioo )  any  attempt  to  keep  It  together  In  the 
open  fleld  waa  fruitleeai  and  In  MOie  raaea  the 
meadow  parted  with  Its  fraaa  to  eever  a  field  of 
potatoes;  while  In  other  cases,  where  adjoining 
tields  have  been  the  puip'-rty  of  more  than  one,  it 
has  led  to  vtrange  «.-outroveriiles  aa  to  bow  muih 
the  neii  !>>  field naj  l|sv« he«B  heneAttcd  hf 
the  gust  ut'  wind. 

Charlbs  Hbvey  Adams. 


NOTICE. 

Unluckily,  the  corrections  in  the  ojiy^fT- 
site  column  were  not  in  time  for  the 
Lancet  Our  worthy  contempnrarj  han 
this  wvvV  i^ivcn  Dr.  Ley's  i)hih  r,  t\«  n  with 
the  misprints  which  we  regret  to  obsene, 
hv  aaine  accident,  were  contained  in  onr 
eoition  published  a  fortnight  ago. 


W.WiLSOK,  Prluivr,  :>;,  Skiniier>Street,  London. 
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DISEASES  OF  THE  HEART. 

T        AVSCULTATOHV  SIGNS. 

Came  of  the  various  preternatural  minds  not 
known. — Why  it  ia  that  yon  bare  8oxnc> 
tiuu's  a  bellows  soun'l.  and  soinetinies  a 
sound  reiiemblinK  the  action  of  a  saw  or 
Me,  is  not  well  known.  Some  bare  sup- 
jmsed  that  when  there  is  o  sification  you 
have  a  shrill  sound,  but  tJmt  is  not  proved. 
I  should  imagine  that  it  depends  on  two 
or  three  things  together.  If  the  opening 
be  very  smnll,  and  the  action  of  the  heart 
is  driving  ou  u  large  quantity  of  blood,  I 
abotild  think  it  would  he  shrill ;  but  if  the 
operiiti'T  ]>e  suiall,  u!t1  the  action  of  the 
heart  not  very  strong,  then  tlie  feeble  in- 
fiaence  of  the  blood  will  not  cause,  1  sbonld 
think,  tlie  sl.rill  sound.  If  the  parts  were 
soft,  then  you  might  have  a  shrill  sound. 

AuricU  suppoted  to  contract  before  the  Vert' 
IHielff.^Itha  been  supposed  that  the  auri- 
cle contracts  before  the  Tent' i fie,  for  this 
reason  —  that  in  the  case  of  an  obstruction, 
jon  see  the  jugular  veins  swell  at  the  time 
of  the  stroke  of  the  ht  a;  t  before,  indeed, 
the  pulse  is  feit«  the  jugular  ?ein8  will 
sometimes  swell  in  a  ease  of  disease  of  the 
heart,  and  pnlaate  strongly.  It  is  supposed 
that  when  the  luin'ele  contraet*^,  then  tin 
obstruction  must  take  place  in  the  veins, 
and  the  blood  accumulate  there.  I  do  not, 
however,  myself  think  tbnt  «t  the  time  the 
auricles  contract  there  is  auy  obstruction 
fa  fhe  veins  at  all,  for  when  they  lose 
their  blood  the  ventrieles  must  be  open  for 
the  blood  to  rush  into  them,  and>  conse* 


quently,  there  is  a  free  passage  for  the 
blood.   When  the  ventricle  is  contfactingr, 

there  must  be  a  c^rrat  obsfruetion  to  the 
blood,  certainly,  but  the  moment  the  ven- 
tricles dilate,  that  moment  the  auricles  act, 
and  the  action  of  the  auricle  eoimot  cause 
an  obstruction,  because  there  is  a  free  course 
for  the  blood  to  rush  into  the  ventricle.  It 
is  hardly  possible  to  make  you  understand 
the  sul)jcct  in  a  lecture,  bttt  }nu  will  SCO 
the  arguments  at  paigc  lU  of  my  book, 

Pretematurut  founds  o/^er  the  pultg—an 
v  hat  dependent. —  Now  you  cannot  saj  with 
certainty,  when  you  near  these  peculiar 
sounds  a  moment  after  tlie  pulse,  aad  ul  ter 
the  action  of  the  heart,  that  they  arise  from 
a  difH(  u!ty  to  the  transmisHion  of  the 
blood  from  the  auricle,  and  for  this  rea- 
son :  if  the  valves  at  the  month  of  the  pt!U 
nionary  artery  and  the  aorta  (and  flic  lat- 
ter is  very  comnnm)  do  not  do  their  duty, 
but  let  mck  a  portion  of  the  blood,  I  be- 
lieve the  rushing  back  of  a  Knall  quanti^ 
of  it  will  occasion  the  bellow's  sfHind.  Yon 
arc  aware,  that  the  moment  the  ventricle 
has  acted  and  dilates  again,  the  blood  at- 
tt  lupts  to  rush  bark  into  the  vacuum,  hut 
is  prevented  l>y  the  three  aortic  valves, 
which  are  filled  out  in  a  moment.  But  ff 
it  so  happen  that  one  is  torn,  or  becomes 
corrugated  and  small,  then  a  certain  por- 
tion  of  the  blood  will  regurgitate ;  and  as 
it  is  not  the  whole  of  the  blood  in  the 
aorta  that  can  ijo  back,  but  a  mintite 
portion  that  passes  through  tlie  small  open- 
ing which  is  left  (the  valves  *doin|r  their 
duty  to  some  extent),  thot  is  sufficient  to 
cause  the  bellows  sound.  If  the  whole  of  it 
regurgitated,  doubtless  there  would  be  no 
bellows  sound ;  but  if  only  one  valve  be 
torn,  if  only  one  vah  e  be  eorrucated,  or  if 
the  whole  of  the  vulves  be  jiartirilly  eor- 

mg^ated,  then  the  small  portion  uhich  re- 
turns causes  tlic  liellft  vs  sound.  Now  you 
will  «ee  that  thii>  must  take  place  synchro- 
nously with  the  emptying  of  the  auricles. 
The  same  cause  which  makes  the  1)1  ood 
rush  from  the  auiicles,  viz.  the  dilatation 
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of  the  fentride,  also  attempts  to  make  the 
blood  rush  back  from  the  aorta  and  pul- 
monary artery  into  the  ventricle.  The 
bi(U)d  attempts  to  go  from  tlie  nuriclcs,  and 
does  to  with  racoess,  and  at  ilic  same  in* 
stant  it  attf^mpts  tn  do  so  from  the  aorta 
and  pulmonary  artery,  but  cannot;  and 
it  is  at  tMs  moment  mat  we  have  theraor' 
bid  sound.  Suppose  it  i^^  of  the  auri- 
rtilo-TentricuIar  openings  tliat  does  not  do 
its  dutY<'Suppose  the  tricuspid  valve  on 
the  right  side,  or  the  mitnd  valTeon  the 
left,  is  bound  do\m  on  one  side,  or  suppose 
it  is  diseased,  so  that  there  is  a  constant 
aperture  there,  and  a  certain  portion  of 
blood  must  therefore  rush  back  from  the 
ventricles  into  the  auricles — then  jou  have 
a  beUows  sound  from  this  cause  at  the 
time  the  ventricles  contract.  I  have  heaM 
a  bellows  sound  frequently  at  the  moment 
of  the  pulse,  arising  not  from  an  obstruc- 
tion to  the  course  of  the  blood  out  of  the 
ventricle^,  but  from  a  xn^vc  hrtween  the 
auridcs  and  ventricles  not  doing  its  duty, 
so  that  a  small  portion  teflttxed;  and  be- 
fore I  was  aware  of  this  circumstance,  in 
one  or  two  ca'^es  I  gave  a  false  diaprnosi«, 
and  said  that  there  was  an  obstruction  tu 
the  course  of  the  blood  from  the  ventricle, 
whereas  it  turned  out  that  there  was  a 
valve  between  the  auricle  and  ventricle  not 
performlnir  functions  properly.  Hence, 
w  ht  n  there  is  a  bellows  sound  at  the  rao 
ment  of  the  heart's  action,  it  may  arise 
from  disease  of  the  aortic  valves,  or  dii>ea&e 
of  the  mitnl  valve ;  and  when  the  bellows 
sound  takes  place  after  the  pulse,  it  may 
be  the  result  of  an  obstruction  to  the 
course  of  the  blood  from  the  anrid^  or 
from  a  certain  i>ortion  rushing  bock  into 
the  ventricle.  You  may  say  in  eveiy  case 
that  it  is  caused  by  one  of  these  two  cir- 
cumstances. 

The  firjit  case  in  which  I  found  I  had 
made  a  false  diagnosis  wa:>  one  of  which  I 
have  given  an  engraving;  the  preparation 
Is  at  St.  Th  '»mn»^'s  Ffospital.  There  was  a 
loud  beUowii  sound  at  the  moment  of  the 
pulse,  and  I  therefore  condnded  that  then 
was  an  obstruction  at  the  mouth  of  the 
aorta, or  the  pulmonary  artery;  but  T  found 
that  the  tricuspid  valve  was  bound  down, 
so  that  there  was  a  constant  opening,  and 
when  the  ventricle  contracted  the  blood 
leduxed  iVcely  into  the  auricle. 

Vutinti  fditm  «f«liRimi*A«ltfp«r(ttrM.— Now 
you  may  hare  these  diniinishrtl  openings 
from  various  causes.  Sometimes  the 
▼aires  are  diseased  in  the  way  I  have 
shewn  you.  The  valve  may  be  indaialed. 
become  cartilaginonv.,  W«  <>m»'  bonv,  and 
the  opening  may  1)^  tir^aiucaliy  dimiui<^h- 
ed.  The  apertnre  is  sometimes  deeteased 
by  excrescences.  Twiee  I  have  -^rcn  the 
valves  perfectly  sound,  and  the  pulmonary 
artery  contracted  immediatdy  neyond  the 


▼alves,  so  that  a  very  minute  aperture  obIj 

existed  for  the  blood  to  escape  through. 
In  one  of  these  cases  the  disease  aruse,  as 
it  does  in  so  many  instances  in  young  per- 
sons, from  violent  perioBiditis.  Tlie  peii. 
carditis  had  gone  on  to  prodnce  cartilasfe 
under  tlie  pericardium,  and  the  cartilage 
had  dipped  down  so  much  into  the  eno. 
stance  of  tlir  hrart,  tliat  it  pressed  upon 
the  origin  of  the  puUuouaiy  artery,  and 
there  produced  a  great  obstmctio'n.  In 
that  cafe  there  was  a  bellows  sound  hcmrd 
at  the  moment  of  the  pulse.    1  heard  it  on 
the  right  side  of  the  heart's»  rt^ion,  in  the 
situation  of  the  right  ventricle,  and  it  was 
written  fl'nvn  in  the  hospital  books,  '*  ihf 
ficulty  to  the  transmission  of  the  blood 
ISrom  the  right  ventricle  to  the  pulmonary 
artery."    What  the  cause  was  I  did  not 
know,  but  a  mass  of  cartila^^c  existed  in 
the  i»ubstance  of  the   heart,  extending 
fkom  the  inner  surface  of  the  pericar- 
dium down  into  the  substance  of  the 
heart,  where  it  produced  a  great  di- 
minution of  the  cuibre  of  the  pulmonary 
artery.    You  will  find  a  representation  of 
the  case  in  one  of  my  plates.    1  have  never 
met  but  with  twu  cases  of  obstruction  of 
the  pulmonary  artery.    Disease  of  the 
valres  of  the  pulmonary-  artcri'  is  exceed- 
ingly rare ;  in  fact,  you  are  aware  that  all 
diseases  are Ikr  less  commeoon  therigfatsids 
of  the  heart  than  on  the  left.    In  the  se- 
cond case  the  diagnosis  was  equally  cor- 
rect.   There  was  a  loud  beUows  sound  on 
tlie  riglit  side  of  the  heart  at  the  moment 
of  the  j)ulse;  and  after  death  just  such  a 
disease  was  fouud  a^^  I  have  now  described 
to  you— that  is  to  say,  the  pulmonary  ar> 
tcry  was  exceedingly  diniiniv!:t d,  mi  that 
the  blood  could  not  escape  from  tlie  ven- 
tricle*  There  is  an  engraving  of  a  case  in 
my  work  which  I  did  not  see,  and  thcve- 
fore  do  not  know  what  the  particular  syanp- 
toms  were,  but  there  was  a  loud  bellows 
sound.   The  ca.se  oecurred  at  St  Bwtholo- 
mew's,  and  the  heart  was  shewn  me  when 
lecturing  at  the  College  of  Physicians. 
The  patient  was  a  young  woman,  and  died 
from  this  affection.     1  should  think  it 
was  a  case  of  malformation,  because  I  did 
not  perceive  any  sign  of  disease  of  the 
heart    She  was  dropsical  all  her  life,  tad 
at  last  there  were  si^^its  of  great  obstruc- 
tion.   The  older  she  grew,  the  more  the 
hcMl  grew,  but  the  opening  never  enlarged. 
Tlierc  were  more  and  more  ill  effeets  tli  ' 
longer  she  lived.     These  arc  very  rare 
CAses,  indeed.    If  any  thing  by  chance 
]U«SB  Upon  the  aorta,  or  upon  tM  pulmo 
nary  artery,  you  have  this  bellows  sound. 
Ahltuugh  there  may  be  no  disease  of  the 
vessel  itself,  no  disease  of  the  valves,  no 
disease  of  tlie  opening,  yet  extreme  pres- 
sure will  have  the  same  effect    I  recollect 
at  this  moment,  that  I  saw  a  case  when 
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there  ww  a  piece  of  bone  between  the 
aorta  And  the  puhnonaiy  artery,  and  it 
premised  on  both ;  there  was  a  bellows 
ffound  at  the  time  of  the  polfl^  on  both 

hides  of  the  chest. 

You  mtLjf  Iwirever,  have  a  preternatural 
sound  (I  say  we  had  better  use  the  word 
preternatural  as  a  generic  term,  to  include 
■11  these  soonds)  while  the  openiniar  re- 
mains quite  natural — (juite  as  it  should  he. 
The  cavity,  however,  behind  the  openintf 
is  very  much  dilated,  and  in  tliat  way  the 
opening  is  relatively  small,  although  not 
absolutely.  Nature,  of  course,  has  just 
given  an  exact  proportion  lietwoen  the  size 
of  the  openinga  and  thecavitlet;  and  the 
nutnra!  dimensions  arc  those  which  allow 
the  blood  to  pass  through  in  the  most  easy 
Haulier  and  with  the  least  noise.  Thus 
the  natural  proportionWy  jaa  perceive,  may 
be  destroyed  in  two  ways:  the  rnvitirs 
may  remain  the  same,  and  the  o])euiugs 
beeome  too  tmall;  or  the  openings  may 
remain  the  some,  and  the  cavities  hi  t  ome 
too  large  j  in  which  caw  the  openings 
aw  no  ranger  lai^ge  enough  for  tne  cavi- 
ties, and  in  either  case  you  have  the  bel- 
lows  sound.  You  must  not  be  surprised, 
therefore,  after  a  bellows  sound,  to  Itnd 
the  openings  in  a  natural  state,  beeaoM 
the  cavity  may  be  too  lari^e ;  nay,  when 
this  is  the  case,  the  least  alteration  in  the 
podtlon  of  the  heart  wiU  sometimes  canse 
a  bellows  sound,  and  by  positirm  the  free 
course  of  the  blood  from  the  left  ventricle 
jnay  be  destroyed.  I  once  had  a  verv  curi- 
ova  onse  of  this  kind.  A  woman  labottved 
undtT  n"5C!fes,  and  I  found  ah»'!!i)w«i  «!ound 
in  the  liearU  1  was  anxious  to  know  the 
canse  of  the  asdtes,  and  vriibed  to  aseer- 
tain  whether  Tlir-rr  was  rjrq'rinir  disease. 
I  examined  the  heart,  and  found  a  bellows 
aoond  at  the  moment  of  the  pnlse.  She 
was  tapped,  and  no  sooner  was  tbe  ope- 
ration performed  tlian  tlie  belhrns  sonnd 
w  en  t  away,  i  he  water  accumulated  again, 
and  with  it  the  bellows  sound  returned. 
Now  in  this  case  the  <»])ening  was  found 
healthy  after  death,  but  the  left  ventricle 
was  ffilated.  It  appeared  to  me  in  that 
case,  that  the  ascent  of  the  diaphragm  by 
the  water  tilted  the  heart  a  little,  preTcnt- 
cd  it  from  being  quite  in  its  natural  situa- 
tion, and  caused  the  apex  to  rise  in  that 
way  that  xh*-  passacre  of  the  Mood  into  the 
aorta  would  be  a  little  impeded.  If  the 
position  of  the  heart  be  altered,  if  the 
a]>ex  be  lifted  up,  no  dtmbl  tlie  blood  will 
experience  a  diilicuU^  in  going  into  the 
aorta.  In  this  case  it  was  ^uite  proved 
diat  it  aiote  from  some  such  cirenmstance, 
because,  when  the  heart  wa.<t  pu<ihed  up 
tbioogfa  the  diaphragm  by  the  water,  there 
was  a  bellowt  sound;  and  when  tbe  dia* 

phragm  was  let  dow  n,   tin    heart  tuning 

with  it,  tbc  bellows  sound  ceased.   In  any 


ca^e  where  you  hear  a  bellows  sound  at 
the  moment  of  the  pul^^e,  you  tauy  lind 
pressure  from  the  abdominal  visoeta* 
When  a  person  is  upright,  and  he  bellows 
sound  takes  place  at  the  luumcnt  of  the 
stroke  of  the  heart,  if  you  make  him  He 
flat,  from  the  abdominal  viscera  pro«isini^ 
up  and  the  apex  becoming  a  little  tilted, 
you  find  the  bellows  aound  increased.  I 
have  frequently  not  heard  the  bellows 
sound  at  all  when  a  j>erson  labouring  un- 
der disease  of  the  Iiearl  ha.s  been  .standing 
up;  but  on  making  him  lie  down,  I  have 
heard  it  di-^tinrtly.  Tn  ulinost  all  cases, 
when  there  is  a  bciiow.s  sound  at  the  stroke 
of  the  heart,  arising  ftom  an  obstnietion 
to  the  blood  in  ]i:i'->ins(  from  the  left  ven- 
tricle, if  you  make  Uie  patient  lie  down 
you  hear  it  with  greater  force;  and  I 
should  advise  you,  therefops,  in  these 
cases,  to  listen  to  the  sound  in  both  ways, 

I  presume  the  circumstance  arises  from  the 
same  eause  when  a  bellows  sound  is 
heard  in  the  case  nf  the  aorta.  TIil-  abdo- 
minal viscera,  when  a  person  lies  down, 
press  against  Uie  diaphragm,  and  alter  tiie 
position  of  the  heart,  so  tliat  the  blood 
cannot  so  easily  escape  from  the  aorta. 
You  know  that  when  there  is  diflicuUy  of 
breathing  patients  wish  to  sit  up,  and 
then  the  heart  falls  nif>re  into  a  vertical 
position.  In  hypertrophy  of  the  heart 
you  frequently  liear  a  bellows  sonnd  where 
tJien  U  no  great  dilatation.  If  it  sohaj)- 
pen  that  the  substance  of  the  heart  is  much 
thickened — that  the  calumna?  cameae  are 
much  thitki  71.  1  near  the  mouth  of  the 
anrta,  towards  the  semilunar  valves— the 
increase  of  the  flesh  of  the  heart  will 
cause  a  little  obetraction ;  so  that  you  have 

II  hi  llcnvs  sound.  Frequently,  tlierefore, 
in  opening  bodies  where  there  has  been  a 
bdlows  sound,  vou  find  some  other  cause 
than  disease  of  the  openinff;  yon  may 
find  something  pressing  on  tnc  outside  of 
the  aorta — ^^ou  may  find  the  substance  of 
the  heart  tncieased— yon  may  find  the 
luart  out  of  its  due  positirm —\fiTi  Titay 
lind  the  cavity  behind  tbe  opening  so  much 
dilated,  that  the  latter,  although  of  its  na- 

tural  dinu-nsions,  is  not  big  enough  for 
the  enlarged  cavity  which  forces  its  blood 
through  it. 

The  Bellows  Souitd  tomHitnn  a  tetnfwrant 
affection. — It  would  appear  thnt  s<unetimes 
this  is  only  a  tcmjwrary  diiiease,  depen- 
dent tipon  spa-sra  or  irritation.  Some* 
times  there  \\()uld  ai)pear  to  be  n  •^j  nsin  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  opening ;  for  a 
person  will  hare  a  bellows  sound  one  day 
and  not  another.  It  is  sai  I  tliat  h\'sterical 
women  sometimes  have  this  Wllows  sound, 
and  they  have  spai»modic  afl'ections  of  va- 
rious ports. 

The  lieHowi  Sound  iufhieucetl  hu  Vmestctimn. 
—Frequently,  if  you  take  blood  away,  you 
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diminish  the  bellows  stjuud,  and  even  rc- 
mofe  it  altogether.  If  you  lessen  the 
qnan'ily  i  f  Vilood  tliat  has  tn  rrn  tV:rnn'^'}i 
Uie  opeuiugi  there  will  be  less  ub.structiou 
fdt,  and  therefore  by  bleeding  to  a  certain 
amount  you  diminish,  or,  it  may  be,  i-n- 
tin  ly  remove,  the  bellows  sound.  8ome- 
tiuits  in  inflammation  of  the  heart  this 
bellows  sound  is  heard ;  and  as  yoa  tub* 
due  the  inflammation,  it  mny  never  retnm. 
In  this  case,  the  parts  may  be  thrown  into 
a  spasmodic  state,  just  as  in  the  case  of 
the  tin  thra,  when  that  is  ii;f1aTni  d  Yoii 
know  that  a  spasmodic  stricture  maj  take 
place  so  that  no  water  can  pass,  and  on 
bleeding  tlie  patient,  the  aSeetkm  »  ve- 
moved.  80  I  conceive  it  may  happen 
with  the  openings  of  the  heart 

Again,  the  bellows  sound  will  be  heard 
if  yon  hlecd  a  patient  too  nnuh.  You 
may  bleed  a  patient  till  you  get  a  sharp 
pu(se,  and  then  yon  may  be  led  to  suppose 
that  inflnmmatiim  exists,  although  the 
person  may  he  blanched  like  wax.  Now 
when  a  patient  has  been  thus  reduced,  I 
have  been  told  by  many  that  a  bellows 
sound  has  been  htai  d. 

I  presume  that,  in  this  case,  the  bel- 
lows sonnd  arises  firom  the  Tiolent  ac- 
tion of  the  lu  ai  t :  it  attempts  to  drive  tlic 
blood  away  faster  than  it  cango  with  ease. 
You  may,  howerer,  have  a  bellows  sound 
simply  from  great  plethora — there  is  snch 
fulness  of  the  heart  that  the  blood  criTinot 
escape  through  the  openings  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  you  may  have  such  a  rapid  mo- 
tioii  (.f  tlie  heart  that  more  is  attempted 
to  be  forced  through  it  than  the  heart  will 
aUow. 

Mode  of  employing  the  Stethosi-ppe. — In  ob. 
servincr  these  morbid  sounds,  I  advise  y'>u 
to  use  the  stethoscope  without  the  plug. 
Laennee  does  not  mentioD  tbe  circum- 
stance, but  if  yon  examine  the  sounds  of 
the  heart  with  the  plug  in  the  stethoscope, 
and  then  take  it  out,  you  will  generally 
liear  the  sounds  far  louder  without  the 
plug.  1  am  quite  nurc  of  this;  I  ha\*e 
proTed  it  myself,  and  mentioned  the  cir- 
cumstance to  others,  and  they  hare  al* 
ways  said  they  found  it  to  be  tlie  ca^f.  Tt 
is  right  to  examine  a  patient  labouring 
under  disease  of  the  heart  with  the  plug 
ir  well  as  out;  because,  wlien  the  plug 
is  in  the  stethoscope,  you  have  a  liuger 
snrfaoe  to  strike  against 

Gmeral  Sumptmm  of  difficuU  TVsiumiiiioii 
of  Blood. — ITierc  are  of  course  other  symp- 
toms indaeed  bv  this  difheulfy  to'  the 
transmission  of  6lood,  than  those  that  are 
to  be  leanu'd  In  (hi  1  nr.  If  iTn  re  hf  any 
difficulty  to  the  transmission  ui  blood  in 
the  heart,  tbe  cavity  behind  is  very  much 
disposed  to  dilate.  The  blood  not  f?oinpr 
out  with  ease,  accumulates,  and  gmdually 
<»uses  a  dilatation.  This  is  a  very  common 


circumstance,  but  it  is  very  curious  that  you 
do  not  have  the  dilatation  by  any  means  aU 
^  nvs  in  the  cavity  immediate!  v  behind  the 
obstruction.  Theauriclesaremuchthinnery 
yon  know,  than  the  ventrieles,  and  tfaara. 
fore  tliey  more  <  a>i!y  become  dilated.  It 
is  very  common  in  a  case  of  obstruction  of 
Uie  mouth  of  the  aorta  not  to  see  the  left 
ventricle  dilated,  but  the  left  auricle,  and 
even  the  mouth  of  tbe  auricle.  The  effect 
of  an  accumulation  of  blood  is  frequently 
IMt  at  a  great  distance  from  the  seat  of  the 
obstruct  ion  S  nu  times,  in  the  case  of 
obstruction  at  the  mouth  of  the  aorta,  you 
see  the  left  ventricle  dilated,  but  more  fre- 
quently it  is  the  auricle.  In  disease  of  the 
mitral  valve,  you  of  course  cannot  expect 
dilatation  of  the  kl'l  veniricle,  because  it 
is  beyond  the  obstruction;  but  you  may 
expect  dilatation  of  the  left  auricle,  or  of 
tbe  right  auricle,  or  even  of  the  right  ven- 
tricle, behind  the  obetmction,  wherever  it 
may  be;  but  it  is  by  no  means  an  invaria- 
blc  rule,  that  the  dilatation  should  be  im- 
mediately behind  the  i>bstruction.  When 
there  is  an  obstruction  at  the  left  side  of 
the  heart,  either  at  the  mouth  of  the  aorta 
or  the  auriculo-ventricular  opening,  yoa 
will  have  the  obstruction  shewn  partieu. 
larly  in  the  lungs.  Dr.  M'ilson,  of  St. 
George's  Hospital,  has  mentioned  that  he 
has  frequently  seen  what  is  called  a{>o. 
plexy  of  the*  lungs"  after  an  obstniction 
of  tlie  mitral  valve.  You  will  continually 
meet  with  an  obstruction  of  the  mitru 
valve  without  any  such  circumstance, 
though  certainly  it  will  v»^ry  fre(]uently 
happen;  hut  in  almost  every  ca<>e  you 
sec  a  general  fulness  of  the  lungs.  Al- 
though you  may  not  see  pulmonary  apo 
plexy,  you  may  expect  to  find  a  great 
cungestiun  of  blood  in  the  lungs,  and  this 
soon  shows  itself  in  the  whole  of  the  ve 
nous  system :  the  obslructit>n  is  soon  felt 
beyond  the  lungs  on  the  right  side  of  the 
heart  Of  conrse  any  obs&nction  on  the 
left  side  can  only  act  on  the  system  at 
lai^e.  Tf  the  blood  do  not  escape  from  the 
pnluionury  \eins  eiisily,  it  accumulates  in 
the  lungs,  and  therefore  it  will  not  paaa 
freely  out  of  the  pulmonary  artery;  then 
the  right  ventricle  suflcrs,  and  all  the  ve- 
nous ftyst«Bi.   The  consequence  of  all  this 

is  gre:it  fulness  of  the  veins  of  the  neck, 
frequently  fulness  of  the  head,  and  some- 
times fulness  of  all  the  veins  of  the  body, 
and  then  general  dropsy —not  only  asweU- 
ini»  of  the  aiiklcs  and  (rdnna  of  thni.  ]>nrt, 
but  general  uedeuia,  which  is  called  atia- 
asres,  universal  dropsy.  And  then,  fh>m 
the  grrot  accumulation  of  lilood  in  the 
head,  you  have  headache  and  drowsiness, 
and  perhaps  apoplexy,  effiosioa  into  tbe 
brain  and  uptm  the  brain,  the  patient's 
eountenanee  is  blue,  his  li]>x  pnlf,  ??nd 
perhaps  tlie  nose  and  eyes  look  exceedingly 
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Irrid.  You  will,  too,  in  many  cases  of 
dki«  doMrription,  obsenre  efliulon  first  of  oil 

aVj  lit  the  eyes.  Before  the  face  and  neck 
becume  oedematous,  vou  will  see  a  pufli. 
Bess  of  the  lower  eye-lid  particularly ;  in- 
deed 10  striking  is  it,  that  many  persons 
have  said  that  it  is  an  invariable  sign  of 
disease  of  the  heart  ^Vlicn,  liowever, 
there  is  an  obstruction  to  the  c<iursc  of  the 
blond  in  the  L-hest,  yott  find  a  poAnesB  of 
the  lower  evelid. 

Besides  uiese,  there  aie  symptoms  in  the 
heart  itself.  There  is  palpitation,  a  great 
sense  of  faiTUinij;,  and  great  difficulty  of 
breathing,  ticularly  on  motion.  In  this 
•ad  all  otoer  diseases  of  the  heart,  the 
loTTjs  arc  ver^  mnrh  f1i'|H>s(>{l  to  fall  into 
a  ftlate  of  chrouic  l^rouchitis,  so  that  the 
patient  not  only  coughs  but  expectorates, 
and  perhaps  ixjxriMratt's  hhtod,  and  the 
difficulty  of  breathing  becomes  extreme. 
The  quantity  of  urine  is  diminisfaed,  and 
tlien  frequently  a  great  accumnlatiOD  of 
blood  tnses  place  in  the  liver,  as  well  as 
in  other  parts,  and  at  length  there  is  effu- 
sion, not  only  into  the  pkmra  on  each 
side,  but  into  the  pciitontum  ;  so  that, 
at  last,  you  hare  not  oaly  oedema,  bat 
perhaps  general  dropsy. 

There  are  two  or  three  other  points 
whirh  T  wish  to  speak  of  before  1  leave 
the  subject  of  diseases  of  the  lining  mem- 
teaae  of  the  lieart,  and  of  the  peculiarity 
of  fhr  preternatural  -^furifl  to  which  a 
aarruwing  of  the  ditlcrent  orilices  gives  rise. 

Ptttmatuntt  Sound$  utnallif  siiuekronomi 
mth  the  Stroke  oj  the  Heart. — The  preter- 
nntural  sounds  are  hoard,  of  course,  far 
Uiore  frec^uently  on  tlic  It  It  side  than  the 
right,  because  all  diseases  of  the  heart  ai-e 
so  much  more  common  in  that  situatifin. 
You  will  hnd,  howe?er,  that  you  will  hear 
a  preternatural  sound  in  an  infinitely 
greater  number  of  iustaucLS  at  the  uio- 
ment  of  the  stroke  of  the  heart  than  either 
before  or  after  it  I  hardly  recollect  a 
single  instance  of  a  patient  at  Si.  Thomas's 
Hospital  thi<!  winter  having  a  pre!<  r!ni 
tnrai  sound  of  the  heart,  except  ui  the 
moment  of  tlie  strolie  of  that  oi^an^so 
much  less  frequent  is  it  to  hear  a  prcter- 
natural  sound  at  the  time  the  auricles  al- 
low tbeirtalottd  to  so  into  the  Tontricles. 
All  cases  of  a  beHows  sound,  in  which 
there  was  no  real  narnming  of  the  oju  n- 
ings  to  be  found  alter  death,  occurred  at 
the  stroke  of  the  heart;  and  where  it  has 
ari^rn  from  a  tcmjiorary  cause,  and  has 
gone  oil  again,  it  has  b^n  at  the  some 
period,  so  that  the  impediment  appears  to 
nave  been  at  the  mouth  of  the  aorta.  In 
the  particular  ease  which  I  mentioned, 
where  a  woman  had  a  bellows  sound  as 
long  as  the  alidomen  was  distended  with 
lienor,  and  no  longer,  it  crasinj;  whi  ii  -.he 

^  tapped,  and  returning  again  when  the 


water  re-accumulated,  it  was  heard  at  the 
moment  of  the  pulse.   By  far  the  most 

frequent  source  of  it  is  the  aperture  lead- 
ing from  the  left  ventricle  to  the  aorta. 

SthMfim  at  wAiefc  tAw  Pmm^ttmt  SwndM 
o&mr.—l  need  hardly  tell  you  that  in  ge- 
neral tl'c  bellows-sound,  when  it  arises 
from  an  obstrnctiou  of  the  niontli  of  the 
ventricle,  is  heard  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
cardiac  region,  in  the  situation  of  the  ven- 
tricle; whereas,  w-hen  it  proceeds  from  a 
diminution  of  the  opening  of  one  of  the 
auricles,  it  is  heard  at  the  upper  part,  the 
auricle  being  situated  above,  and  the  ven- 
tricle below.  You  may  sometimes  hear 
tile  bellows  sound  not  only  in  thesitnatioB 
where  the  obstruction  exists,  but  f<i  a  crreal 
extent:  I  have  heard  it  frequently  in  the 
right  axilla,  when  the  heart  was  not  at  dl 
enlarged  ;  but  frequently  it  is  only  percep- 
tible where  the  obstruction  is,  aim  when 

Jrou  hear  it  in  various  parts  it  is  always 
oudest  in  the  immediate  seat  of  its  cause. 
You  therefore  have  it  loudest,  in  general, 
in  tiie  ease  of  the  ventricles,  at  the  lower 
part  of  the  cardiac  region ;  and  in  the  ease 
id'  tlir  nii'  Irli  s  or  fturiculo  ventricular 
openings,  at  the  upper  part  When  it  is 
on  the  left  side,  yon  hear  it  loudest  in  the 
left  half;  and  when  on  the  right  side 
(where  it  is  rare)  at  the  right  (lait  of  the 
cardiac  region. 

DoiMe  Bettmcs  Smmd.  —  You  wiU  hear 
sometimes  a  double  soiiud,  one  at  the 
stroke  of  tlie  heart,  and  then  another 
immediately  after  it,  like  something  lU  ling 
one  way  and  then  falling  back  again  di- 
rectly. I  believe  that  in  these  ea«es  there 
is  a  cieerree  of  obstruction  to  the  passage  of 
the  blood,  so  that  you  have  first  a  beUows 
sound,  and  then,  as  the  valves  do  not  per- 
form their  duty  perfectly,  but  jiermit  a 
portion  to  reflux,  you  have  a  second  bel- 
lows sound.  It  is  by  no  means  a  rare 
thing  to  bear  this  double  sound,  though  it 
is  not  near  so  common  as  a  single  sound, 
When  the  mitial  ralire  Is  grown  up,  so 
that  you  have  merely  a  circtiiar  opening 
III  the  middle,  of  couri^;  there  is  great  ob- 
struction, and  as  the  valve  does  not  do  its 
duty  well,  some  of  the  blood  always  comes 
back,  and  yuu  have  a  double  bellows 
sound.  So  in  the  case  of  the  aortic  valves ; 
sometimes  Uie  opening  is  ma<^  diminish- 
ed, and  you  have  a  belh»ws  sound  when 
the  bloud  rushes  out,  and  the  semilunar 
valves  being  eormgated,  a  portion  returns^ 
and  you  have  a  see-aawing  sound^  back- 
wards and  forwards. 

fie/loiM  SountI  ittjiuenetd  hy  th»  ttetiau  of  tht 
ILait. — I  mentioned  that  in  the  case  of 
the  bellows  sound  which  occurs  at  the 
.stroke  of  the  heart,  it  is  heard  loudest 
when  the  patient  lies  down,  and  some- 
times  you  can  hear  it  only  when  the  patient 
is  in  a  horizontal  position  i  but  when  he 
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is  sUuiding  up,  it  is  always  dimininhftii.  to  produce  a  snutU  pulse.    The  bean 

You  will  hear,  howerer,  noiations  in  this  may  act  with  great  Tiolemw,  Init  tf 

respect,  according  to  the  force  of  the  heart,  there  be  an  obstruction  at  the  mouth  of 

Soinetimcs  the  puKe  i*i  very  irregular,  so  the  aorta  the  pulse  must  be  small.  If 

that  you  have  a  birung  thump,  then  you  there  be  an  obstruction  of  the  mitral 

baT«  a  slight  one,  and  tben  ?ou  maymiTe  valve,  so  little  blood  can  escape  through 

several  strong?  'un      Now  in  thesf  caws,  from  the  auricle  to  fill  the  ventricle,  that 

if  there  be  a  diniiuution  at  the  mouth  of  ibc  latter  has  but  a  small  charge  to  pour 

the  aorta,  for  example,  when  the  heart  forth,  and  in  that  case  you  luiTe  a  onall 

acts  mo.li  rutely  it  gives  short  strokes,  so  pulse.    Smallness  of  the  pulse  may  arise 

that  the  blood  is  not  sent  violently  through  just  as  easily  from  an  obstniction  between 

the  opening,  and  liicrefore  it  finds  its  the  left  auricle  and  rentricle,  ok  from  an 

way  through  pret^w^;  but  when  it  acts  obstruction  of  the  month  of  the  aottn; 

violentiv,  Vudi  a  torrent  t>f  blood  i'^  driven  but  although  it  is  the  effect  of  these  eir- 

against  the  opening  that  a  grvat  ob&truc-  cumstances,  yet  it  is  not  the  result  of  them 

tion  is  felt,  and  then  yon  have  a  lond  bel*  alone.  You  will  oontinnally  hare  a  email 

lows  sound.     Thus,  when  you  have  a  pulse  from   many  other  causes,  one  of 

b(  ll'>ws  sound,  and  the  heart  acts  irr^u*  which,  wc  shall  t>ee  presently,  isadimi. 

lariy,  vou  will  sometimes  hear  it  loud,  and  nation  of  the  cavity  of  the  left  ▼entHcle. 

sometimes  very  inconsiderable,  according  If  the  left  ventricle  becomes  hypertm> 

to  the  ipnnility  of  blood  driven  against  the  phied  and  the  cavity  diminished,  so  little 

opening,  and  the  degree  of  obstruetutn  blood  can  be  poured  into  the  arteries  that 

tbatisiUt.  If  tito  parts  be  not  very  rigid,  vou  have  a  small  pulse.  The  heart  may 

when  the  stroke  of  the  heart  imjx  lsthe  beat  very  violently,  Vmt  there  is  so  little 

blood,  it  may  force  its  way,  and  the  oh-  room  for  the  blood,  and  8o  little  to  escape, 

struction  will  not  be  mnch  felt;  but  if  the  when  the  cavity  is  diminished,  that  yon 

parts  will  not  give  way,  the  grater  tlie  have  a  small  pulse. 

unpulse  tiie  more  is  the  obstntction  felt.  Nectuity  of  attending  to  ali  the  iymptomi.— 
Purring  Thrill.— Yovi  will  sometimes  There  are  no  symptoms  excepting  those  of 
percdYe  another  eirenmstance  when  there  the  ear  to  indicate  partiealarlv  what  is  the 
are  these  bellows  sound« ;  nn  !  that  is,  if  seat  of  the  obstruction,  or,  indeed,  w  hether 
you  lay  vour  hand  over  the  lieart,  you  will  there  is  any  obstruction  at  all ;  but  vou  will 
find  a  vibration  like  the  purring  of  a  cat ;  bemuchdeoeiTedexcepteverythingbetaken 
it  is  just  the  same  gentle  vibration  as  that  into  consideration.  If  you  hear  a  bellows 
which  you  feel  on  placing  y(nir  hand  on  a  sound,  it  is  not  right  to  infer  that  there  in 
cat's  Iraick  when  dhe  is  purring.  This  has  structural  diseofie  of  the  heart:  the  sound 
been  called  Ae  pumiw  thritL  I  do  npC  re-  ought  to  be  heard  oonstantly — not  to-day 
colieel  noticintr  it  in  tne  case  of  the  heart,  only,  but  to-ni'irmw  and  every  day — for 
except  where  there  was  a  bellows  sound,  yovi  to  think  that  tliere  is  orgiuiic  disease 
and  it  appears  to  arise  from  an  obstruction,  of  the  heart ;  and  even  then  you  ought 
It  nothing  more  tliau  a  jar  given  to  the  not  to  be  imtitAed  of  it  unless  you  find 
heart  hy  the  blood  attempting  to  pass  other  «ymptom«— such  as  on  enlargerrt'  TJt 
through  tlie  obstructed  opening.  It  is  by  of  the  beiirt,  a  duluess  of  sound  to  a  great 
no  means  ti:oneraUy  observed,  but  every  extent,  anasarca,  great  distention  of  the 
now  and  then  yon  will  feel  a  vibrnfii  ;i  in  veins,  and  so  on  Thr  whole  cireum- 
the  region  of  the  heart  at  the  moment  the  stances  of  the  case  must  )>c  taken  into  con- 
bellows  sound  is  heard.  sidemtion.  Usefht  and  important  as  it  is 
Variations  in  the  Heart's  action. — In  regard  to  attend  to  the  soimds  of  the  ear,  yet  it 
to  tlie  dce^ree  of  the  heart's  action,  it  va  is  absurd  to  depend  upon  any  one  of  these, 
rich  both  us  to  furce  uud  sls  to  frequency,  and  to  neglect  observing  the  whole  state 
It  has  been  thought  that  this  imu-  of  the  pattent'— to  neglect  observing  all 
rated  the  want  of  ;i  free  opening;  but  the  g^eneral  symptoms  which  medical  men 
you  will  find  that  intermissions  of  pulse,  notice  in  the  ordinary  way. 
and  irregnlarity  of  pulse  both  as  to  force  Inftutnct  ef  diatom  ef  tht  Hwt  m  tkt 
and  frequency,  will  take  plaee  when  there  Lungi. — It  has  been  mought  that  when 
is  no  obstrtiction;  and  1  do  not  know  tlie  there  was  an  «d>struetitm  on  the  right  side 
particular  i>tate  of  the  heart  which  gives  of  the  heart,  the  jugular  veins  were  more 
rise  to  these  varialioiia  You  will  con.  distended,  and  obstruction  in  the 
tinually  observe  this  occurrence  in  old  peo-  venous  system  more  evidently  shewn,  than 

f ie  who  never  had  disease  of  the  heart  when  it  occurred  on  the  right.   'I'hiK  is 

t  is  more  ftet^ently  observed  when  there  no  doubt  a  Jbct  up  to  a  eerUmt  point,  but 

is  an  obstrueti(»n  of  the  mitral  vnlvc;  hut  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  sm  obshiu  tion 

it  is  by  no  means  a  necessary  cousequcncc  on  the  left  side  of  the  heart  muMt  produce 

of  it  the  same  cflects  aAer  a  time:  there  will  at 

The  tcndeiiey  of  an  obstruction  on  the  last  be  great  Congestion  in  tfaa  lungs,  and 

l/ttt  side  of  th«  heart  must  evidently  Ims  In  oonaeqoence  of  that  thara  most  be  an 
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obstruction  to  the  blood  pa&sing  on  the 
right  tide  of  the  hewrt ;  Oien  there  moet 

be   u  distention   of  all  tlit-  veins,  and 
ilropsy.    You  cannot  de]>eud  upon  these 
symptoms  alone.     When  you  see  the 
veiiie  of  the  neck  distended,  that  cir- 
cnm^tance,  considert*!  in  itself,  will  not 
justify  vou  in  sa^iug  ihat  the  obstruction 
it  eeatea  on  the  nght  side  of  the  heart  It 
may  arise  from  an  obstruction  tbrre,  but 
there  may  be  a  real  oiganic  obstruction  on 
the  left  nde.   There  ie,  however,  this  dif- 
ference— when  the  obstruction  occurs  on 
the  nght  side,  there  is  far  less  difliciiity  of 
breatj^g  than  when  it  takes  place  on  the 
left.  Tbte  blood  is  not  at  all  inipe<led  in 
its  progress  through  the  hiutr^,  'he  ob- 
slructiun  exists  before  it  goe.s  there ;  but 
when  the  obttmetioii  it  on  the  left  tide  it 
causes  great  dyspud-a,  on  account  (»f  its 
producing  congestion  of  the  lungs.  Bat 
great  reliaaee  cannot  be  placed  here,  and 
for  this  reason — in  structural  disease  of 
the  heart,  the  lun^!^  are  much  disposed  to 
become  diseased  too.    1  Voui  their  conti- 
goity  to  the  affection  of  the  heart,  they 
nrr  much  disposed  to  full  into  chronic 
bronchitis;  and  when  tliat  occurs,  you 
ha?e  all  the  tignt  of  dtfltenltv  of  breatmng 
and  of  conjjestion  of  the  blood.    Still,  it 
stands  to  reason  that  if  there  happen  to 
be  no  chronic  bronchitis,  no  aflection  of 
the  lungs,  you  will  not  have  dyspnoea 
when  tncre  is  only  an  obstruction  on  the 
right  side  of  the  lieart;  whereas,  if  the 
owtnu!tio&  be  on  the  uft  idde,  jroa  mutt 
aspect  it 

DISEASES  OF  THi:  SUBSTAIiCE 

OF  THE  HEART. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  diseases  or  the  tnbttanoe  of  tbe  heart, 
and  T  think  this  arrangement  will  maVe 
the  matter  plain.  First  w  e  considered  the 
nembiane  inresting  the  heart ;  then  the 
membrane  lining  the  heart;  and  now  we 
w  ill  consider  diseases  of  the  mucuiar  tab- 
it  tance  of  tlie  lieart. 

CARDIT!^. 

The  substance  of  the  heart  i&  nuw  and 
then,  bnt  retj  nn«lT,  tiie  sabject  of  acnte 

inflammation.  I  do  not  myself  recollect 
having  seen  an  instance  of  ii,  but  vou  will 
find  a  most  decided  case  recorde<f  by  Mr, 
Stanley,  in  the  seventh  volume  of  the 
Medico  Chirurgical  Transactiont. 

Symptonu. — The  symptoms  of  tbis  dii- 
eaae  would  be  very  similar  totbote  of  pcri- 
cnrditis,  I  liardl'.'  think  it  ran  rxist  with- 
out that  ail'ection  being  conjoined  with  it 
There  hat  been  obeerred  extreme  faint- 
nest;  there  is  sometimes  extreme  faint- 
ness  in  prrimrdili v  hnt  it  is  not  common. 
In  the  cai»e  of  iniiuumiiiLion  of  the  sub- 


stance of  the  heart,  however,  I  think  ex- 
treme lUntnett  hat  been  noticed  •fits,  in* 

deed,  of  syncope.  In  tlie  ca"^c  mentioned 
by  Mr.  8taidey,  there  was  pericarditis 
likewise  present. 

Morbid  Appmiratices. — Now  after  deathy 
the  substance  of  the  heart,  in  ihr«-  cases, 
has  been  found  soA,  and  biaci&  w  ith  con- 
gestion. The  accumulation  is  so  great 
that  the  substance  nf  the  hrart  is  hirick. 
In  Mr.  Stanley'!!  ra^i ,  the  disease  Itad pro- 
ceeded cTcn  to  s  11  i>pu  ration,  tothattbere 
Were  little  collections  of  pat  with  wbieb 
the  heart  was  ttuddc^d. 

HYPERTROPHY—  VILA  TA  7  ION. 
Hifpertrophij. —  Rut  althijuijli  thedisease  I 
have  now  described  is  very  rare,  and  must 
be  treated  like  pericardltit,  yet  chronic  in. 
flamination  of  the  heart  is  by  no  means 
rare ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  a  common  oc- 
currence.   I  believe  that  hypertrophy  of 
the  heart  is  in  general  an  inflammatory 
disease,  and  mv  reason  for  supposing  so  is, 
that  it  is  a  very  couimun  elFect  of  pericar- 
ditis.  An  over-nourished  thickened  heart 
has  h'  I  n  f  iiiul  under  the  microscojir  in 
be  redder  than  natural,  and  when  the 
fibret  were  tteeped  in  distilled  water,  they 
imparted  greater  rednett  to  it  tlian  a  simi- 
lar .[uantity  of  fibres  from  a  healthy  heart. 
In  hypertrophy  of  the  heart,  the  coronary 
arteries  are  very  commonly  enlaiged ;  ano^ 
in  fact,  hypertrophy  must  in  ercncral  be  an 
inflammatory  complaint    Excessive  uou- 
rislunent  impliet  an  excettiTe  quantity  of 
blood  going  to  the  j)art,  an  excessive  action 
througnout,  and  therefore  one  must  sup- 
pose tliat  it  is  more  or  less  of  an  inflam- 
matory nature.    I  will  not  lay  it  it  inflam- 
nuitinn,  hut  still  it  appears  to  me  to  be 
of  uu  luilammatory  character. 

Sometimes  thit  morbid  nonridiment, 
thickening,  and  increased  substan rr  of 
the  heart,  docs  not  arise  from  an  iuilum- 
mation  of  the  pericardinm,  and  does  not 
follow  it,  but  supervenes  on  an  obstruction 
to  tbe  exit  of  the  blood  from  the  particular 
part  which  is  so  overgmwn.  You  are 
aware,  with  regard  to  ttie  roluntary  mat- 
cKs,  that  if  anyone,  or  set  of  them,  be 

iiarticulariy  used,  it  grows,  and  acquires  a 
arger  tise  than  it  had  before.  8o,  in  the 
case  of  the  heart,  if  from  an  obstruction 
existino^  at  the  mouth  of  the  aorta  it  is 
obliged  to  make  very  great  efforts  to  over- 
come the  obstruction,  amstant  palpitation 
results,  and  ]iypertroj)hy  at  !n«.t  takes 
place.  That  is  <»ne  cause  of  hypertrophy, 
but  it  it  by  no  meant  tlie  general  cause. 
Sometimes  an  obstruction  is  not  followed 
by  any  incieased  tubatancc;  the  heart 
makes  what  effortt  it  can,  butdoea  not  be- 
come hypertrophied. 

Htfpfrtrcphu  nt(*$t  eommouhi  of  the  left  tvn- 
iricle. — That  part   of  the   heart  which 
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is  niurc  frequently  liypertropliied,  over- 
nourished,  than  any  other,  is  llit-  left  ven- 
tride,  orrathcrlhi' Vails  «»f  the  U  ft  ventri- 
cle. This  afprees  with  the  general  fact,  of 
diacMe  being  more  ftcquent  on  the  left 
side  than  the  riijht;  but  the  ventricle  of 
the  left  side  is  far  more  frequently  bjrper. 
trophifd  than  the  left  auricle. 

Viiitions  of  Htfpertrophif. — When  the  left 
ventriL'lc  i<;  ^lypertrophied,  it  is  {generally 
firmer  than  it  should  be,  ^nd  likewise  red- 
der, but  there  is  a  fipreftt  rariety  as  to  the 
dimensions  of  the  cavity.  If  tlie  walls  hv 
hypertrophicd,  and  the  cavity*  remains  of 
its  natural  dimensions,  this  is  called  timpU 
hypertrophy;  The  walls  have  become 
tnicker  thnn  thiy  should  be,  but  the  en- 
vity  is  nut  diminished.  Sometimes  the 
cavity  it  deercMcd ;  the  inca*ase  of  sub^ 
stance  has  taken  |)1aee  inwards,  so  tliat 
vuu  ha?e  tbe  heart  thicker  than  it  sh(»uld 
be,  and  the  cavity  either  coirespondingly, 
or  at  least  diminished.  This  is  called  con- 
centric hypertrophy.  S<»metiiiie's,  however, 
the  opposite  to  lliia  occurs ;  the  ea\it}  is 
enlarged,  so  that  while  the  heart  is  over- 
nonri^lietl,  the  eavities  are  dilated;  and 
this  is  called  «rce»<f'  tf  liypcrtrophy.  Thus 
we  have  three  descriptions  of  hy|)ertrophy : 
one,  where  the  cavity  remains  of  its  natuml 
dimensions — simple  hypertrophy ;  another, 
where  it  is  diminished— concentric  hyper- 
trophy; and  another,  in  which  the  cavity 
is  enlarged —eccen trie  liypertrnphy. 

Eccentric  IJyperirophi/. — Now  you  will, 
upon  a  moment's  reflection,  perceive  that 
you  may  have  a  great  addition  to  the  sub- 
stance  of  the  heart,  arul  yet  tlie  nrr^an  may 
be  neitiier  hardcrnor  thicker  lliau  naturaJ, 
because  it  may  be  a  case  of  eccentric  hy- 
pertrophy, irtlieeavitylie  greatly  (lila(ed,all 
the  additional  substance,  it  may  be,  is  only 
just  safficient  to  counterbalance  the  thin* 
ness  which  would  otherwise  take  place. 
If  a  part  he  not  over-nourished  at  all,  but 
greatly  dilated,  it  grows  dinner  and  thin- 
ner in  proportion  as  it  is  stretched;  but  if, 
while  it  is  being  dilated,  a  crrcat  addition 
of  substance  is  made  to  it,  it  umy  lose  none 
of  its  thickness.  Thas  yon  perceive  that 
then-  may  he  a  case  where  there  is  a  un  at 
addition  to  the  walls  of  the  heart,  and  Dut> 
with.standing  that  there  may  be  no  in 
creased  thickness.  There  is  dilatation, 
and  that  dilatation  ofiisilf  would  tend  to 
make  the  heart  ihium  Tj  uiul  ihe  additional 
substance  may  only  be  just  sufiiei.  ut  to 
eonnterbalanee  it;  and  thertTore,  in  giving 
a  diagnosis  that  the  patient  is  labouring 
nnder  hvpertrophy  of  the  heart,  it  does  not 
follow  that  you  are  wrong  if,  after  death, 
the  heart  prove*;  to  be  no  thicker  llian  na- 
tuiui.  if,  notwithstanding  au  c-nonnous 
dilatation,  the  heart  retains  its  regular 
substance,  it  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
hypertrophy. 


Thichteu  %ohich  the  Heart  aflatni.— The 
thickness  which  the  heart  occMioBully  at> 

tain.s  in  this  disease  is  very  great ;  some- 
times it  is  not  merely  double,  but  treble  ita 
natural  tUeknen.  it  is  said  that  the  aa. 

tural  thickness  of  the  left  ventricle — which 
is  mostfreauently  the  seat  of  this  affection 
— in  an  aault  is  about  half  an  inch ;  of 
course  there  is  some  variety.    I  have  not 
noticed  the  remark  any  where,  but  I  think 
we  ought  not  to  consider  that  a  heart  which 
is  hypertrophied  has  been  tiitekened  dvr. 
ing  life,  merely  from  observing  that  the 
walls  are  thicker  than  they  ought  to  be 
after  d^th ;  and  for  this  reason :  if  a  part 
contracts  very  powerfully  at  the  time  of 
death,  and  remains  in  n  state  of  contrac- 
tion afterwards,  of  courM:  it  will  appear 
thicks.   You  know  that  when  any  muade 
contracts,  what  it  loses  in  length  it  gains 
in  breadth  —  in  circumference.    So,  if  the 
heart  contract  venr  violently,  of  conrse  it 
will  become  thicker;  and  that  thickness 
ma  v  be  ])erfectly  independent  of  any  addi- 
tioual  substance.    But  it  stands  to  reason, 
that  in  proportion  as  it  looks  thicker,  the 
external  size  ought  to  be  less  ;  and  there- 
fore^ whenever  you  see  a  heart  with  its 
walls  very  thick,  and  perceive  that  the  ax. 
terual  part  of  the  orcran  is  small,  I  see  no 
reannn  to  consider  that  there  was  hypertro- 
phy during  life.    I  presume  that  what  it 
has  lost  in  hulk  it  haa  gmoed  in  thickness, 
and  it  is  the  mere  contraction  which  has 
given  rise  to  tbe  apparent  increased  thick- 
ness of  the  walls.   At  a  post-morten  exa- 
mination  you  sometimes  see  the  heart  very 
small;  hut  on  making  a  section  of  the  or- 
gan, you  lind  that  the  smallness  of  bulk 
is  proportionate  to  the  thickness  of  the  pa- 
rietes;  and  thertf«ire,  in  order  to  say  that 
the  heart  is  hypertrophied,  you  should  not 
be  contented  with  seeinf^  that  it  is  thicker 
tlian  natural,  bnt  you  sliould  alsofiudthat 
the  external  hulk  is  of  the  natural  sise, 
otherwise  you  may  be  continually  de> 
ceired.   A  very  violent  action  may  taka 
place  in  the  left  ventricle  at  death,  and 
increase  its  thickness  cousiderabh  ;  but 
in  tlie  same  proportion  will  it  Umw  its 
breadth , 

Circumstances  connectid  with  hypertrophji. — 
With  respect  to  tfaa  left  venmcle,  I  *had 

better  speak  of  that  in  particular  first,  be. 

cause  it  is  so  mio  h  morf>  freipu  ntly  the 
seat  of  hypertropli)  than  any  oilier  part. 
In  simple  hy])crtrophy — that  Is  to  8ay» 
where  the  cavity  is  neither  iiierra'ie<l  nor 
diminished,  and  in  eccentric  hypertrophy, 
where  there  b  dilatation  as  well  as  in> 
creased  thickness — the  deiwsition  is  most 
ft'eqiient  nhotit  the  h:«e  of  the  heart  In 
the  other  kind,  where  the  cavity  is  much 
diminished,  and  at  the  same  time  the  heart 
is  thlekeiM-d,  the  addition  of  snhstance  ia 
the  same  throughout ;  the  cavity  is  dimi- 


Digitized  by  Google 


BYPBRTBOPHY — ^DILATATION. 


377 


wahed  ia  all  directions,  mid  the  increaae  of 
■nbitttMe  ifl  u  gtHA  «t  the  apex  at  at  the 

baae.  When  thv  U  fl  ventriclt-  is  Iiypertro- 
phied,  yon  will  find  the  septum  particu- 
larly thickened,  aud  the  calumas  carnae 
will  be  double  tbcirnatoral  rise. 

ff  tb^Tt?  ho  any  dilatation,  «•!  well  as 
bvixa-u-ophv,  the  right  ? entncle  (remain- 
ini^hralUijO  looks,  I  was  going  to  say, 
likf  a  mero  little  -^i'l  •  ixK-ket:  it  is  quite 
small,  and  rather  behind  the  left  ventricle, 
not  reaching  perhaps  more  than  half  way 
dosm  the  heart. 

I  need  not  remind  vou  that  th«*  walls 
of  the  lei\  ventricle  are  far  liiicker 
tihan  those  of  the  right;  and  therefofe 
the  case  must  not  b'-  s»  t  rbmn  immc- 
dtatelj  as  one  of  hypertruph^  on  account 
of  tiie  disproportion  oetween  the  ventrides. 
It  is  well  to  remember,  ton,  what  is  the 
n«nal  si7r  of  the  heart.  It  varies  in  indi- 
Tiduals  like  liie  face  and  legs,  and  every 
thing  else,  but  it  has  geneiaUy  b^n  sap* 
posed  thrit  it  bi  ars  a  pntportion  to  the 
fist  of  the  individual:  it  is  so  said,  but 
this  is  a  mere  rough  estimate,  hecaase  a 
labouring  man  w  ill  liave  a  larger  fist  than 
a  very  fine  firentleman,  ariiiiug  from  the 
mare  frequent  employment  of  his  hand. 
StfH,  however,  as  a  general  rule,  joa  may 
say  that  the  heart  he?ir<  n  certain  propor- 
tion  to  the  hst  of  the  individual— that  it  is 
about  the  sl«e  of  the  fist  in  different  ages ; 
bat  in  a  diseased  state  it  will  sometimes 
be  even  four  times  larger  than  that.  Ano> 
ther  circumstance  must  also  be  remem- 
hmd,  wbidi  is,  that  the  walls  of  the  left 
vcntriclr  are  not  merrlv  thicker  than  those 
of  the  right,  but  that  in  infaucy  they  are 
propordonately  thicker  than  in  after  life. 
Yon  might  very  readily  mistake  a  ease  of 
hypertrophy  in  infants*  unless  you  were  ap. 
prised  of  tliis  circumstance. 

Although  the  substance  of  the  heart  in 
hyper»rt>)iliy  is  generally  firmer  than  usual, 
yet  S4uactuue8  it  is  ouly  of  its  natural  firm. 
Mss,  and  oocasionally'it  is  softened,  bat 
this  is  toward  tbr  bitit  r  stages  only.  The 
thickening  of  the  waihi  is  not  always  uni- 
form :  occasionally  yon  will  see  one  part 
of  the  walls  much  thicker  than  anotner. 
Next  to  the  left  veiitiirif  rujues  "the  right 
in  point  of  frequency  ol  hypertmphy. 

AttrMet  generattjf  'aiftitsrf  -^With  regard 
to  th-"  anrieUs,  as  they  are  more  (b  lieatc 
and  thin  than  Uie  ventricles,  their  disease 
is  dilatation.  Yon  will  oontinnally  find 
the  auricles  dilated,  but  rarely  hypcrtro- 
phictl ;  when  as  the  left  ventriel*-  is  eu  ry 
day  hypcrtruphied,  and  every  liuy  il  is  hulL 
hypertrophied  and  dilated. 

it  so  hapjien  that  the  heart  is  txith  hyper- 
trophied and  diUted— that  is,  if  it  is  in. 
rrrasf  <1  in  thickness,  as  well  m  dilated  — 
thtre  must,  of  course,  be  an  enormous  ad. 


dition  of  substance.  If  the  walls  be  in> 
creased  in  thickness,  and  the  entity  is  also 

dilated,  you  may  imagine  that  the  quantity 
of  additional  substance  is  enormous,  be 
cause  there  is  dilatation,  which  has  a  ten- 
dency to  thin,  and  yet  the  walls  not  only 
maintain  tbrir  natural  size,  but  even  ex- 
ceed it.  If  both  ventricles  be  hypertro. 
phied  and  dilated,  then  yon  have  an  enor. 
mous  heart;  it  att  ains  a  frightful  size.  In 
this  latter  case  tlic  heart  acquires  a 
roundish  form,  the  apex  being  lost,  or 
nearly  so. 

Dilatation. — In  the  case  of  dilatation, 
where  that  is  the  only  thing  observable, 
the  heart  is  generally  softened;  and 
where  the  dilatation  bears  a  great  pro- 
oortion  to  the  hypertrophy,  then  the 
neart  is  generally  soft  DilntatioB  some, 
times  arises  firom  obstruction;  it  is 
not  an  inflammatory  affection,  but, 
from  mere  obstruction,  one  cavity  or 
more  dilates.  Sometimes  it  would  appear 
to  arise  firom  a  mere  softening  of  the  jnirt, 
so  that  it  gndually  gives  way.  The  dila- 
tation is  sometimes  attended  with  such  re- 
markable softening  that  one  eannot  a.s- 
cribe  it  to  any  thing  else  but  a  morbid 
softness  of  the  heart. 

AurUlet  tmpararibf  dUated,— The  auricles 
are  not  only  far  more  frequently  dilated 
than  the  ventricles,  but  there  is  every 
reason  to  Buopo.se  they  are  often  tempo- 
rarily  dihttea;  that  where  an  obstrueticm 
exists  of  a  tem]>orary  nature  tbev  become 
dilated,  and  when  that  is  removed  they  go 
down  again ;  they  fcacqnire  their  natunU 
size.  The  rea«5on  for  supposing  this  is, 
that  when  the  auricles  have  been  much 
dilated,  there  has  been  a  dull  sound  to  m 
LHTul  extent  at  the  upper  i)art;  and  when 
lliat  has  l>een  removed,  the  natural  sound 
on  percus.sion  has  been  heard  again.  Such 
cas^  of  temporary  obstruction  sometimes 
occur  in  the  hifiirs.  OccasioimHy.  in  rhro. 
nic  bronchitis,  aud  other  diseases  of  the 
Inngft,  there  will  be  sndi  congestion  that 
the  ill. ml  docs  not  get  out  readily.  This 
is  sumetixnM  the  case  in  the  auricles  j  and 
when  it  is  rano? ed  by  natni«  or  art,  tiha 
signs  of  dilatation  have  disappeared  again. 

H  vpert  roph  u  sjmet  ime$  eu  red.—  U  y  pe  rtrophy 
itself  is  sometimes,  1  believe,  eurtd :  being 
in  general  of  an  inflammatory  nutate,  it  is 
sometimes,  by  antiphlogi-^tit-  regimen  and 
treatment.  altogei,ther  removed.  Of  course 
there  has  been  no  particular  tendenc  v  to 
organic  disca^  gao  the  peraon  has  neon 
well  treated. 

Dilatation  tfj'  Ventricles  aeUom  if  tvrr  enrtd. 
— ^Dilatation  of  the  anrldea,  it  would  ap. 
pc  nr.  is  by  no  mennv  i  dangerous  thing, 
and  is  frequently  removed,  not  being  a 
matter  of  very  great  impoftanee ;  but  as 
to  dilatation  of  tlie  ventrirles,  I  shnuM 
think  that  they  seldom  reacquire  their 
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natural  size  nben  tlicy  have  been  di- 
lated.  Dilatation  of  the  Tentridet  usually 

arises  from  obstruction  r\t  the  mouth  of 
the  aorta,  or  some  where  else,  or  from  a 
softness  of  the  heart ;  and  of  ooofM  an  ob« 
■troction  in  the  heart,  of  an  organic  na- 
ture, cannot  he  r«  niov<*J,  ulthnu^'h  ynn 
may  lessen  it;  and  to  sofl-uss  of  the 
heart,  I  cannot  think  that  that  has  very 
frt'(liicntly  been  removed,  thouj^li  I  have 
reason  to  think  that  it  has  sometimes.  I 
hare  seen  Kyroptomi  of  dilatation  of  the 
Tcntricle  give  way  when  the  person  ac- 

auin-d  strcni^th,  but  I  dare  notMj  that 
lis  actually  has  bccu  the  cose. 


GUL8T0NIAN  LECTURES^  1833. 


oit  ru* 

FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  ABDOMEN, 
AHA  toMt  nw  ram 

By  RiCBAftn  Bbiobt,  M.D.  F.R.8.  ko. 

IiBCTuax  IL 

tCeotlADCfl  fnm  psi»  SSiK] 

AnoTnER  rtry  extensive  source  of  infor- 
mation in  disease  is  to  be  found  in  the 
various  qualities  of  the  urinary  secretion , 
and  the  organs  on  whidb  that  s^»«tion  nlti- 
mntcly  depends  are  properly  indaded  with* 
in  our  present  investigation. 

This  secretion  is  inflaenced  by  the  gene- 
ral actions  of  the  body,  as  well  asl^  canses 
aditit^  I'H  rtlly  upon  the  kidneyi*,  ureters, 
and  biaddtr,  so  Uiat,  as  a  source  of  diag- 
nosis, the  indications  derived  fnm  the 
uriiH'  vT"  f'nr  lirvniii!  what  bi'lon]c;s  to  the 
state  of  the  or^gaus  employed  in  its  imme- 
diate secretion.  Thus  we  find  a  nuwt  con 
stant  and  powerful  reciprocal  aetiim  be* 
tween  the  brain  and  ncrvons  sy<tvm,  and 
the  kidneys;  betwccji  the  digestive  organs 
and  the  k'idneys,  and  between  them  and 
the  skin;  %vliik-  in  sonic  most  striking  dis- 
eases, as iu  diabetes,  ii  still  remains  a  matter 
of  doubt  on  what  the  morUd  secretion  of 
the  kidney  dei>ends;  and  nut  imiirobably 
the  nervous  system  will  be  found  more 
eloselv  concxrucd  in  this  disease  than  La& 
usually  been  sus))ected» 

I  do  not  intend  tn  enter  intt>  a  detailed 
account  of  all  the  indications  ol  disease  de- 
rived fnm  the  urinary  secretion-^  mibjcct 
upon  which  we  possess  a  work  from  the 
pen  of  Dr.  Prout,  than  which  one  more 
concise,  more  accurate,  ur  mure  philosu. 
phic  in  its  character,  scarcely  exists  on  any 
other  subject  connected  with  our  proA  s 
aiottj  but  still  1  Uust  1  may  be  forgiven 


if,  passing  over  much  of  this  interesting 
field  of  inquiry,  I  enlarge  a  little  upon 
one  farijurito  topic,— the  indications  of 
disease  derived  from  the  albuminous  con- 
dition  of  the  urine ;  for  I  am  ftilly  con- 
vinced that  however  great  may  be  the  diffi- 
culties which  present  themselves  in  ex- 
plaining the  dependence  uf  diflercut  symp- 
toms, and  tracing  the  links  by  which  they 
are  united,  it  h  n  fnrt  that  much  im 
portant  disease  arises  in  connexion  with 
those  derai^^euts  of  the  kidn^  which 
lead  to  the  admixture  of  albumen  with 
the  urine — a  connexion  which  had  not  till 
very  lately  been  the  least  suspected;  and 
that  while  it  has  been  the  habit  of  praeti. 
tioners  to  read  in  cvcr^  sallow  or  leuco- 
phlegmatic  countenance  an  indication 
of  some  derangement  of  the  litrer,  the 
spleen,  or  perha]>s  the  uterus,  the  real 
cause  of  the  symptoms  has  often  been 
overlooked;  and  so  completely  has  even 
the  eye  of  the  anatomist  been  led  aftfay^ 
that  the  most  confirmed  organic  chancres 
have  passed  altogether  undetected;  and, 
till  within  tiie  last  fiye  or  six  years,  there 
are  scarcely  three  recorded  instances  of  a 
disease  which,  now  that  it  has  been  point- 
ed out,  fails  not  to  shew  itself  within  the 
course  of  every  month  amongst  the  casual- 
ties of  almost  eveiy  large  hospital  in  the 
British  dominions. 

Bot  to  eome  more  directly  to  onr  sub- 
ject, lu  the  natm-nl  ivul  healthy  condi- 
tion of  the  urine  little  ur  no  albumen  is 
to  be  detected.  Many  saline  ingredients 
there  are,  and  a  large  quantity  of  thai 
peculiar  animal  matter  enlled  nrea.  The 
specific  gravity  of  this  complex  lluid  in  the 
healthy  state  ranges  from  1*010  to  1*015  or 
r020,  varying  in  this  respect  a  gonr^  d(  al, 
according  to  the  time  of  day  when  it  is 
passed,  and  the  quantity  secreted.  Under 
various  circumstances,  the  secretion  be. 
enmes  remarkably  altered  in  its  properties, 
and  amongst  these  morbid  changes,  one  of 
the  mo.<it  (VequMt  is  the  presence  of  an 
appreciable  «|iinTititN  nf  albumen.  The 
existence  of  this  substance  may  be  ascer- 
tained various  proeeisei^  and  it  is  well 
not  to  be  contented  witlioneof  them  alone, 
as  there  are  sev  eral  «.onrecs  of  fallacy.  One 
of  the  most  ready  nititns  of  deteetini?  the 
albumen,  and  which  is  very  fre<|uently 
suflieient,  is  the  application  of  heat,  by 
taking  a  small  Quantity  of  the  urine  in  a 
spoon,  and  holong  It  over  the  llame  of  a 
lamp  or  eandle.  In  healthy  urine  no 
chanjfe  follows  from  this  exposure  to  heat ; 
but  if  albumen  be  present,  you  perceive  be- 
fore  the  fluid  reaches  the  bolllag  point,  that 
it  befMtm<'s  opaque,  sometimes  presenting  a 
milk  Y  appearance  at  the  edge  of  the  spoon, 
whicn  extends  inwards  till  it  meets  in  the 
<'f  litre,  and  then  breaks  into  a  white  enrd. 
At  other  times  tJie  whole  becomes  uni. 
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fbrmly  but  s]i<litly  jjpaquc,  and  shortly  a 
iDuitiuiicitv  of  bran  -  like  MoccuU  penrade 
the  whf^e  fluid.  When  the  former  of  these 
appc  anmrrs  y  rrvc  nts  itself  before  the  urine 
T^cht^  tile  boiling  point,  I  heliere  it  wHl 
gencnlly  he  found  to  arise  from  the  pre- 
sence of  alhujuen  ;  but  when  the  bran  like 
flocculi  are  formed,  and  partieularlv  if  it 
be  neee^sarv  to  continue  the  boiling,  the 
i&dieation  iileM  certain,  foritooenaionallj 
?!:ipT.f>n<  t]mt  where  the  urea  is  unusually 
abuudunt,  a  Uecomiiosition  takes  place  by 
the  application  of  heat,  and  ammonia  is 
formed,  which  precipitates  the  phosphates 
in  a  fr»nn  which  it  is  almo<*t  imiiossible  to 
distinguish  by  the  eye  from  some  albumi- 
noQs  precipitates :  such,  at  least,  it  an  ex- 
planaiion  of  this  phenomenon,  wliiih  has 
Im  en  snven  rae  by  my  friend  Mr.  Rees,  and 
ai>prars  very  prohable;  at  ail  events,  the 
fact  of  such  a  deposit  taking  place  when 
oilier  tests  of  albumen  fail  to  shew  its  ])re- 
•euce,  must  point  out  the  necessity  of  not 
trastinff  implicitly  to  the  effects  of  heat 

The  nr\t  test,  whi(  h  is  easily  applied,  is 
the  nitric  acid,  a  few  drops  of  wmch  readilj 
throvr  down  the  albnmen  fai  fbt  fotin  of  a 

Ereeipitate  when  it  exists  in  nrine{  hat 
ere,  likewise,  a  deceptive  precipitate  is 
amnetimes  formed  from  the  presence  of  the 
lithates,  or  the  lithic  acid. 

On  thene,  and  several  other  points  con- 
nected with  this  extensive  and  interesting 
snb|ect,  I  have  lately  had  gnat  assistance 
from  the  intellitrcnt  and  zealous  co.opera- 
ti.ni  of  three  of  my  yonng^  friends  and 
pupils,  Mr.  Barlow,  Mr.  Tw  eedie,  and  Mr. 
Bms.  These  gentlemen  have  found,  from 
expe  riments  made  upon  the  urine  of  two 
huudrtd  and  ninety-six  Mtients,  taken 
pmniseooiisly,  in  Oqj*s  Hospital,  that 
forty-four,  that  is,  tifte.  n  per  cent,  were 
coagulated  by  heat  j  that  Uiirty- seven,  or 
twelreand  a  half  per  cent.,  gave  precipi- 
tates with  nitric  acid;  and  twcn^HNX,  or 
eight  f<  nr  fifths p« cent, gave  pndpi- 
lates  w  uii  both. 

EiKhteen  cases,  then,  gave  precipitates 
with  oeat,  but  none  with  nitric  acid,whieh 
prmpitates  were  readily  re-dissolvcd  bv 
the  addition  of  the  nitric  acid.  These 
were,  therefore,  so  man^  cases  which  could 
not  have  been  albuminous,  and  would 
have  deceived  had  the  single  test  of  beat 
been  trusted :  they  were  cases  in  which  the 
phosphatt-v  V  (  re  precijntated  hy  ammonia 
generated  during  the  decomposition  of  the 
ana.  Eleven  cases  gave  precipitates  widi 
nitric  acid,  though  none  hy  the  application 
of  heat;  and  in  these  cases  hent  uhvuvs  re- 
dissolveid  the  precipitate,  and  un  additional 
qnantity  of  nitrie  acid  sometimes  did  the 
«ame.  These  were  cases  in  which  the  tur- 
bidity aTO§c  from  the  presence  of  the 
lithales  or  llthie  add.  Fram  this  state, 
mctti  it  is  quite  ohrloos  that  we  onght  not 


t«»  place  dependence  on  either  of  tliese  tests 
singly;  but  when  employed  U^ether,  they 
are,  1  believe,  to  he  trusted;  and  where, 
ever  a  decided  prceipitate  (K-eurs  fromlieat 
which  is  not  re-dissolved  by  dilute  nitric 
add,  we  may  fairly  infer  the  presence  of  si- 
hnmen.  Oxymuriatcofmeronry  is,  indeed, 
a  very  nice  test  of  the  presenee  of  nlhuinen; 
but  It  very  frequently  throwb  down  preci- 
pitates ftmn  urine,  which  mav  efttiiy  he 
mistaken;  and  the  acetic  aeicf,  with  the 
ferro-pnissiaie  of  potash,  which  is  one  of 
the  most  delicate  and  least  exceptionable 
tests,  is  not  quite  so  easy  of  application 
as  either  heat  or  nitric  acid.  These,  there- 
fore, upon  the  whole,  when  taken  together, 
appear  to  me  the  most  applicable  tests  in 
the  greater  numb<T  of  L-ases. 

We  are  tuld  that  many  circumstances 
acting  on  the  oonstitatioii,  and  even 
slight  errors  in  diet,  will  often  tofficc 
to  jiroducc  the  albuminous  condition  of 
the  urine,  and  probably  tliis  may  be  the 
case,  tihoagh  the  observations  w  hieh  I  have 
juht  stated,  "n  the  fnllability  nf  nnr  tests, 
when  they  are  not  brought  to  support  each 
other.  Vender  it  posdhle  that  many  of  the 
instances  in  which  this  state  of  urine  has 
appeared  to  arise  from  sueli  trivial 
causcji,  have  been  deceptive;  but  where 
the  albumen  is  proved  to  exist,  however 
slight  the  tend«'nry  t  )  this  condition  may 
be,  I  own  I  always  look  upon  it  with 
anxiety,  and  the  confirmed  dcFangeoaent  I 
always  view  with  dread. 

It  is  believed  by  some  late  ol^rvers 
that,  provided  the  8))ecific  gravity  of  the 
urine  be  not  notably  diminished,  we  have 
niufh  lr«;'<  reason  to  dread  the  result;  and 
this  IS  probably  in  many  cases  the  fact, 
because  the  urine^  though  it  become  toibid, 
does  n(»t  aetually  contain  albumen,  but 
some  other  imjrcdient,  which  adds  to  its 
specilic  gravity.  It  was  remarked  by  my 
two  Mends,  ^)  r.  Harlow  and  Mr.  Tweedi^ 
in  the  f\tf*Tisi\e  investi^fttion  to  which  I 
have  been  referring,  "  that  with  regard  to 
tiie  spedftc  gravfty,  it  was  so  vaiiable 
not  only  in  rlifTiTt  nt  patients,  hut  in  the 
same  patient  at  dillereut  times,  that  they 
found  it  very  difficult  to  draw  any  satis* 
factory  conclusions  from  it.  It  was  found 
to  vary  from  1005  to  l-(hJl>.  The  urine  of 
the  lowest  specific  gravity  was  albuminous, 
but  several  specimens  of  albuminous  vine 
had  si)ecific  gravities  a^xn.  tlie  averapre. 
That  passed  early  in  the  moruiug  was  ge. 
ncrallv  fhnn  I<0a0  to  1H)35;  and  that  in 
the  middle  of  the  day  about  I  ()1  Those 
specimens  which  afforded  the  phos]>hatie 
prccipilnte  upon  the  application  of  luat, 
had  invariahly  high  specific  ^Rviiies." 
In  connexion  wit!?  thi<  subject,  it  is 
worthy  of  notice,  tliat  when  the  uruie  of 
a  patient  was  Ibnml  to  be  tmly  albuninons, 
nnae  obtaiMd  ftom  Iha  same  paUent, 
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t\'ithin  a  few  days,  was  so  likewise; 
whereas  this  eonstmicy  was  not  found 
with  regard  to  patients  whose  urine  gave 
tlie  phosphatic  precipitate.  Itappears  by 
no  niean<«  impmbnhle,  that  ««nm»»  of  iho*;c 
cases  in  which  a[)parent  coogulubi  hty  has 
existed,  and  the  specific  gimvity  )  l  been 
hi^jlier  iluin  n<iuil.  have  not  really  hvtn 
casta  of  albuminous  uriiie»  but  that  the  pre- 
dpiUites  tlifowB  down  wen  derived  eftber 
from  the  phosphates  or  the  lithates. 

Tn  jiroji.irtinn  as  the  disease  continues, 
or  isi  coDtiruicd,  llie  urine  loses  those  pro- 
pertiee  ivldcli  it  derives  from  the  presence 
of  iircn;  but  wlmt  is  still  more  rptnarksihlr, 
and  what  seems  in  some  way  to  accouut 
for  the  general  denmgeinent  and  suHering 
of  the  constitution,  is  the  fact  that  the 
urea  now  becomes  demonstrable  in  the 
circulating  mass ;  the  blood  beeomea  iiD> 
prq;nated  with  that  substance,  or  at  lewt 
the  elements  of  which  it  is  fornu-d  are  so 
abundant  or  so  arran^d  in  the  bloud,  that 
the  urea  is  generated  m  the  ebemical  pro- 
cesses usoJ  for  its  (iL'ttetioji :  so  that  in  the 
case  of  a  young  woman  who  was  two 
or  three  years  under  my  observation, 
with  albuminous  urine.  Dr.  Benjamin 
Babington  found  no  less  than  lifteen 
parts  in  a  thousand  parts  of  the  serum  of 
the  blood  to  be  chiefly  urea,  though  lonie* 
what  impregnated  with  othor  substances. 
Now  whether  the  urea,  beina  separated 
by  the  kidney,  is  thrown  baek  vponthe 
system,  or  is  retained  in  the  blood  till,  ia 
itself  or  in  its  element*;,  it  hccnme*;  dis- 
coverable iu  that  lluid,  it  ii>  plain  that 
what  appears  to  be  the  great  office  of  the 
kidney— thr  dLpiimtinn  of  thr  t>lood— docs 
not  take  place  i  and  we  mu!»t  ever  bear 
in  mind  that  thete  is  no  emnneto^  of  the 
body  more  indispensiblc  in  its  action  than 
the  kidney:  for  while  even  the  liver  may 
l>e  most  extensivt  ly  destroved  by  disease, 
and  while  its  ducts  may  be  perfectly  ob- 
stnrctfd  for  weelts  ber^re  the  cnn sequences 
are  fatal,  it  is  but  ^eldum  (and  then  only 
nnder  some  rery  peculiar  forms  of  disease, 
as  cholera)  tliat  the  patient  ean  survive 
even  a  few  days  the  sappressioD  of  tJbe 
urinary  secretion. 

When  the  kidney  has  for  some  lenvth  of 
time  been  affected  with  that  morbid  con 
dition  which  tfi  marked  by  the  seeretioii  of 
albominotts  nrlne,  and  death  Las  taken 
^•lace,  we  u'^nalJy  nd  ci  rtain  organic 
changes,  very  mm  kcd  and  venr  generally  af- 
fecti-i|^lhesuh«tance  of  the  kianey,bot  Tarr- 
ing in  some  degree  in  different  individuafs. 
'Hn'  !ir!i!thy  kidney  allows  its  tunic  to 
be  s.tn]iped  oft  with  a  tolerable  degree  of 
ftkcilitv,  and  then  presents  a  perfectly 
smooth  and  shininu'-  •^nrfai  ,',  of  a  ixcnrrnl 
red  colour,  with  an  indi&tiuct  but  regular 
niariui^,  not  very  unlike  the  rarikee  of  the 
liver,  dnived  from  tiie  ftne  seoetinf  stmc 


turc;  and  when  an  incision  is  made 
through  the  kidney,  its  whole  interior  pre- 
sents a  light-red  colour,  little  differing 
from  the  outside.  If  death  take  plaee 
5:hortly  after  the  deranged  secretion  has 
been  set  up,  there  will  probably  be  little 
or  no  morbid  appearanee,  or  tbeie  will  be 
sancrnincous  congestion,  more  or  less 
marked ;  but  after  it  has  continueJ  long, 
a  quantity  of  opaque  white  matter  will  be 
discoverable,  mingled  with  the  natural 
tf'xtnre;  and  on  cutting  the  kidney  open, 
iluN  utiiie  deposit  gives  au  unnuiuraily 
light  colour  to  (he  kidney.  Sometimee 
thr  kifliiiv  is  large  and  soft,  still  pretty 
huiuuth  upon  the  surface ;  at  other  times 
raised  into  projections,  and  much  variegated 
and  mottled,  still  soft  and  la-^e.  Rut 
there  is  another  form  which  the  kidney 
assumes,  which  either  arises  from  another 
modification  of  the  action  or  shews  a  more 
Mdvrnicvd  ^taije  of  the  same  disea^sc.  The 
kidney  IS  small  and  contracted ;  the  whole 
surface  isrongh,  almost  scabrous ;  the  tea- 
turc  is  of  a  scmi  cartila^'^iTf  f  rmness, 
and  the  tul)ular  portion  is  drawu  towards 
the  suiface  of  the  organ.  Such  are  some 
of  the  chief  modifications  of  the  diseased 
structure  presented  by  the  kidney,  in  con- 
nexion with  that  diagnostic  test  which  we 
are  now  considering. 

One  of  the  most  freqncnt  cirmmstances 
which  calls  our  attention  to  this  condition 
of  the  urine,  is  the  existence  of  anasarca, 
which  is  a  common  attendant  upon  the 
acute  attack  of  th  •  dista*;c;  and  though  it 
is  possible  that  in  many  cases  the  coagu- 
lable  condition  of  the  urine  may  have  cx« 
i^ited  j)revii)nsl)  unobserved,  and  liavebcen 
but  the  predi^ptisitig  cause  to  the  attack  of 
anasarca,  yet,  judging  from  the  cireum- 
stance  that  the  anasarca  which  follows 
scarlatina,  the  subjects  of  which  are  oAen 
young  persons  of  apparently  unbroken  con- 
stitution, is  frequently  of  this  character, 
and  is  almost  always  accompanied  by  an 
obvious  derangement  of  the  kidneys,  at- 
tended by  more  or  less  tendency  to  hmnia- 
turia,  I  am  inclined  to  suppose  that  tlie 
aaasarca  is  an  immediate  consequence  of 
thederangementof  the  kidney.  Thus,  then, 
theeommon  history  of  such  cases  of  ana- 
sarca will  be  fonnd  as  follows.  An  intem- 
perate cour-c  of  life,  or  some  such  cause, 
has  predispoeed  the  kidney  to  soffer.  The 
l)atitnt  has,  in  this  slate,  been  exposed  to 
vicissitudes  of  temperature;  the  irritable 
kidney  has  immediately  sympathised  with 
the  skin,  and  morbid  action  has  been  in 
duccd  in  that  organ;  the  bahmce  of  ah 
sorption  has  been  destroyed,  and  serous 
accumulations  bare  taken  place.  In  scar- 
lafina  the  skin  has  derived  peculiar  su.s- 
ceptibility  from  the  previous  exanthema 
tons  eruption,  and  the  svmpathy  between 
the  skin  and  the  kidnsy  is  a  weU^admittad 
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fact.    If  the  kiducy  have  previously  been 
healthy,  and  if  the  patient  be  leen  early, 
and  anf i jihl(^>k;i^^'^"  remedies  a^tivply  em- 
ployed,  ihe  morbid  action  subsides^  the 
vifne  ceases  to  be  coagulable,  the  anasarca 
disappears  and  the  patient  is  perfectlv  re- 
stored, without  any  organic  lesion  of  the 
kidney.    If,  on  the  contrary,  the  kidney 
have  previonsly  been  greatly  deranged,  or 
the  severity  of  the  iirr-^cTit  .ittat  k  Imvebeen 
great,  or  the  appiicatiuu  of  remedies  tardy, 
the  aeotenesft  of  the  attack  may  be  mode- 
rated—the anasarca  may  disappear— but 
the  urine  may  remain  cfmjjuluhlf  ;  kayins; 
the  patient  subject  to  relapses  ol  anasarca, 
and  otherwise  in  a  condition  very  little  pre* 
pared  to  withstand  disease.  Tliat  anasarca 
is  by  no  means  a  necessary  concomitant  of 
albnminons  nrinc,  is  proved  by  the  fact 
that,  of  the  twenty  six  cases  which  were 
fonnrl  by  ray  young  friends,  in  their  ex- 
amination of  2lfe  patients,  to  be  coagulable 
both  by  heat  and  nitric  acid,  and  were 
fairly  considered  to  he  albnniin'^T!';,  fiftt  vrx 
had  no  symptoms  of  anasarca j  and  ihe 
fame  investigation  shews,  were  it  necessary 
to  shew  the  fact,  that  aimsarca  is  not 
necessarily  accompanied  by  albuminous 
urine — for  three,  at  least,  of  the  cases  they 
extmined,   had    anasarca  without  the 
symptom  of  which  we  speak. 
*  From  several  cases  which  have  come 
nndcr  my  observation,  I  ^ink  it  probable^ 
that  even  nfter  severe  attacks  of  this  renal 
disease,  and  when  it  hti^  gone  on  to  the 
disorganization  of  the  kidney,  the  morbid 
action  may  ecasc.  and  the  organ  retnm  to 
its  naturaf  function  in  a  ifnuf  dLjrree;  or 
at  least  its  action  may  be  so  far  changed 
that  no  albumen  is  secreted :  so  that  tliis 
circumstance  may  cea^e  to  afford  llie  requi 
site  information,  though  the  morbid  change 
remains.    In  cases  of  this  kind  it  is  neces- 
sary to  examine  the  urine  often,  for  al- 
though it  mayceft«e  tobe  nlbuminon<?  for  a 
day  or  two,  as  tlie  result  of  medicine  or 
other  causes,  yet  will  itpiobably,  upon  some 
%\\shi    exacerbation,  resume  its  fonner 
qualities;  and  if  it  does  not,  there  are 
other  indications  to  which  we  may  direct 
our  observations,  and  which  will  render  it 
prohnhlp  thnt  the  disease  is  mn'^ked  or 
sapprcsiicd  tor  a  time,  rather  than  over, 
eome.   The  general  lencophlegmatic  as- 
pect —the  tendeiiey  to  anasarcous  swellings 
in  the  face  and  ankles— the  occasional 
luematnria^the  pain  referred  to  the  kid- 
ncy— the  frequent  headache,— are  all  symp- 
toms which  occur  when  the  kidney  is  left 
in  a  state  of  disoi^anization. 

I  havenotonl^  bad  manv  instances  within 
my  ovm  observati -  n,  of  the  cessation  of 
the  secretion  of  albumen  for  a  short  time 
nnder  the  nse  of  rerae^es,  when  there  1ms 
been  reason  to  suppose  the  oi^nic  disease 
to  be  confirmed,  but  I  have  had  two  or 


three  very  striking  cases  communicated  to 
me  by  my  friends.    In  April  1830,  Dr. 

Georpe  Hurrows  hrouj^ht  me  a  kidney  in 
the  most  confirmed  state  of  granulation, 
so  completely  pervaded  with  deposit  as  to 
have  lost  all  the  structure  of  the  eortical 
portion,  and  to  have  put  on  a  marked  sca- 
brous character  externally.  This  was 
takm  ftom  a  patient  who  bad  been  In  St. 
Bartlioloraew's  Hixjpital  for  a  foriTiic;ht 
only,  with  conhrmed  anasarca  j  and  in  ad- 
dition to  the  disease  of  the  kidney,  the 
heart  was  greatly  enlarged  and  otl^rwise 
diseased.  In  this  case,  during  the  whole 
fortnight  which  preceded  death,  the  urine 
had  been  very  scanty,  and  peifectly  lim- 
|iir^  —  iif  ither  acid  nor  alkaline,  and  had 
shewn  no  tendency  to  coagulate  by  heat. 
Within  these  &w  months  Dr.  Watson 
afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  seeing  tlie 
kidneys  of  a  patient  dyin^  anasarcous  in 
the  Middlesex  Hospital,  which  I  should 
not  hesitate  to  pronounce  welLmarked  spe> 
cimens  of  the  orj.':anir  i  haT\i^'e  produced  by 
that  disease,  which  i:»  so  often  accompa- 
nied by  the  aecretion  of  albnminoos  mine; 
but  this  state  of  the  urine  did  not  exist 
during  the  time  he  was  under  Dr.  Wat- 
son's observation,  and  the  action  of  the 
kidney  was  so  far  annihilated,  that  it  was 
only  hy  gin  and  stimulating  diuretics  that 
a  scanty  secretion  was  obtained :  in  that 
case,  liliewise,  the  heart  was  much  en-> 
larged,  without  any  tulBeient  cause  being 
discovered. 

It  is  the  occasional  occurrence  of  facts 
like  these  which  naturally  excites  a  doubt 
in  the  mind  as  to  the  accuf/  v  of  the  de- 
ductions which  have  been  dra'Aii  ^  but  al- 
thonifh  these  facts  may  diminish  tiie  value 
of  the  albuminovis  s*:>tc  "f  urine,  as 
ailbrding  a  perfectly  unerring  source  of 
diagnosis,  when  observations  are  made  on 
the  secretion  embiacing  only  a  short  pe- 
riod, and  moro  particularly  that  short  pe- 
riod which  precedes  the  fatal  termination, 
they  do  not  shake  my  confidence  in  tbo 
persuasion,  that  a  great  deal  of  general  de 
rangeraent  of  the  system,  and  a  large  class 
of  dropsies,  depend  on  diseased  action  in 
the  kidney,  which  diseased  action  betrays 
itself  particularly  in  it*;  eavlv  s(age<i,  but 
likewise  from  time  to  time  iu  all  its  stages, 
by  the  coagulable  quality  of  the  urine,  ana 
leaves  the  kitlney  not  unfr  qii'-ntfy  quite 
disorganized.  I  have  now  witne&sed  so 
great  a  number  of  cases,  in  which  no  other 
disease  could  be  traced  after  death  but  the 
disorganization  nf  the  kidney,  to  which  w  e 
might  look  as  the  probable  source  of  ana 
•area,  and  in  so  large  a  proportion  of  such 
cases  T  huve  found  thi  iiriiu-  coagulable, 
that  my  convictiou  is  complete  as  to  the 
esistenee  of  eome  decided  connexion  be. 
tween  the  three  facts— anasarca,  coagulable 
niine,  and  diseased  function  going  on  to 


Digitized  by  Google 


383        DB.  BRIGHT  ON  TH£  FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  ABDOMEN. 


diseased  structure  of  the  kidney.  How 
tlieie  facts  are  connectedp  or  what  necM- 
parv  dependence  thr  onr-  may  liavc  u])nn 
the  other,  it  is  indeed  dithcuU  lo  point  out ; 
and  some  might  siip]>ose  that  we  are  ra« 
ther  porvertin(f  the  order  of  events  when 
we  8])eak  of  the  condition  of  the  kidney  as 
causing  the  anasarca;  whereas,  is  it  not 
poMiue  that  the  cold  or  other  morbid 
oanse,  acting  on  the  system,  prodaces  in 
some  other  way  the  anasarca,  and  then,  the 
abMrbents  itul  acting,  the  aoasareoat 
fluid  passes  off  by  the  kidneys?  To  this  T 
would  only  t^ay,  the  solution  does  not  ap- 
pear impcM»iblej  but  when  I  know  that 
the  same  coagulahle  itale  of  uriae  whidi 
exists  during  the  presence  of  the  anasarca 
— when  it  is  possible  that  the  albumen  is 
time  supplied  to  the  kidneys,  or  that  the 
imnatnral  fluid  supplied  produces  the  mor 
bid  secretion— often  exists  when  no  ana. 
•area  hat  shewn  ittdf,  and  very  often  con- 
tinues for  months  and  years  after  tlie  ana- 
sarca has  subsided,  I  do  not  fefl  inelimd 
readily  to  assent  to  this  s  >lulu>n  of  the 
Ihcts;  and  betides,  how  wonld  thisexpla. 
nation  account  frr  the  disappearance  of  the 
urea  from  the  lluid  secreted  by  the  kid. 
neve? 

There  are  some  other  curious  coinci- 
dences which  often  arise  in  the  pmijres^  of 
these  cases,  amongst  which  i*>  the  very  fre- 
quent ooenrrence  of  affections  of  the  Seart, 
under  a  rarietv  of  forms ;  but  in  several  in- 
stances the  atfection  has  been  hypertrophv 
and  dUatatiott  of  the  left  fentriofe,  attena. 
ed  sometimes  by  less  Talvular  disease  than 
might  be  expected  to  aecount  for  the  de- 
rangement of  the  iituii.  In  the  ca:!>e  to 
which  I  have  just  referred  from  Dr.  Watson 
this  c«)ndition  of  the  heart  shcwrfl  itself, 
and  considerable  enlargement  of  the  heart 
was  likewise  ohserred  by  Dr.  George 
Burrows. 

In  many  of  the  cases  of  this  disease 
we  find  tSie  liver  deviating  from  its  natu- 
ral appearance;  sometimes,  indeed,  it  is 
decidedly  di«eft>!e<l,  for  the  existence  of  thr 
disease  of  which  1  am  speaking  by  uo 
means  fireelades  the  possibilitj  of  other 
visceral  derangements;  on  the  contrary, 
the  very  habits  which  pave  the  way  for  t6e 
disease  of  the  kidneys  tend  greatly  to 
demnge  the  liver  in  partieuhir.  Hut  tlie 
most  frequent  variety  in  tlie  asjtect  of  the 
liver  which  1  have  observed  in  these  cases, 
has  been  that  spotted,  mottled  ap{)careni^, 
which  arises  from  a  very  slii^ht  alteration 
of  colour  in  the  acini,  and  a  degree  of 
rangaineoQS  oongestion  in  the  inteiMitial 
substance,  thus  producing  a  stronger  con- 
trast in  the  eolonrs  of  these  structnrcs  than 
is  natural.  These  slight  indieatiuns  of 
denngentcnt  are,  however,  comparatively 
rare,  and  much  more  fre(]miiltv  have  I 
found   the   most  perfect  speciiuens  of 


healthy  liver  in  patients  with  coagulable 
vrine,  even  where  this  mnptom  has  been 
accompanied  by  ana^^area;  so  that  I  am 
oonvinced  the  ((eraogcraeut  of  the  liver  is 
hot  a  easnal,  and  not  a  necessary  eoinci> 

denee. 

By  a  comparison  of  1h  ca«;es,  T  find  that 
in  18  the  liver  was  perfectly  healiJiy,aad  in 
many  of  them  inamostnnusual  degree  flree 
froTii  The  slightest  trace  of  disease;  and  in 
5  uiure  cases,  the  state  of  the  liver  has  not 
been  stated;  probablv,  therefore,  it  was  not 
diseased:  nor  does  t^is  immunity  srrm  to 
have  any  reference  to  the  soft  or  the  sca- 
brous condition  of  the  kidney ;  for,  of  the 
18  cases  of  healthy  liver,  9  were  soft,  and 

9  hard.  Amongst  the  remaininr  easrs, 
7  were  hcailhy,  except  as  regarded  a  slight 
injeetion  of  the  snbetanee  &tervenin|r  be. 
twecn  tin-  H  i  ini,  of  whi  ch  t  were  connected 
with  soft,  and  3  with  hard  kidneys.  In 

10  cases,  the  liver  was  slightly  granulated; 
in  I  it  was  fatty,  connected  with  the  soft 
state  of  kidney;  and  in  6  ca'^es  only,  he. 
sides  this  1,  was  tlic  structure  of  the  liver 
very  manifestly  diseased ;  and  in  4  of  these 
cases  the  kidneys  were  hard,  in  2  soft. 

In  many  cases  we  find  evident  marks  of 
old  or  of  reeent  inHammatory  affection  of 
the  serous  membranes ;  these,  however,  we 
frequiMitly  find  altogether  absent  The 
fact  isy  as  1  heUeve,  that  during  the  time 
the  nrinary  secretion  is  so  unhealthy,  m 
very  tmtisnal  tJ'ndi'ney  to  inflanimiuory 
action  exists,  and  in  no  part  docs  it  ^how 
itsdf  more  freonently  than  in  the  seront 
membranes.  Tims,  in  31  out  of  48  cases, 
a  notably  m<>r])iil  quantity  of  serum  was 
effused  into  the  cavities  of  the  chest ;  while 
in  15  cases,  adhesions  more  or  less  extensiva 
existed  between  tlu^  Ititii^s  nnd  the  jilenra 
costalis,  or  other  murks  of  divided  inflam- 
matory action  were  to  be  traeed.  In  15 
cases,  efTusionhad  taken  jdaee  into  the  ab- 
domen ;  and  in  6  cases  evident  marks  were 
found,  either  of  recent  or  old  peritoneal 
inflammation  and  adherion.  The  effnsioa 
into  the  chest  has  been  more  frequent,  in 
the  proportion  of  18  to  1^  in  the  more  ad- 
vaneed  cases,  when  the  kidnevs  have  had 
tin  ir  '^tructure  most  completely  destroyed, 
than  in  those  which  we  presume  to  be  less 
advanced,  and  where  the  kidneys  retain 
their  softness  and  pliahtlity. 

The  head  is  likewise  very  liable  to  snf- 
fer  under  this  affection,  for  i^eldum  do  \\  c 
find  this  disease  without  a  ftequent  com- 
plaint of  headache,  and  sometimes  of  i^  iM- 
dinessi  and  in  a  great  many  iubtanees 
coma  and  apoplectic  symptoms  supervene, 
which,  on  examination,  sometimes  prove 
to  have  heen  cimncetcd  with  the  effusion 
of  blood,  and  sometimes  of  !>eruui.  In  a 
small  proportion  only  of  tlie  fortj-elght 
case's  (»f  whifh  I  have* the  records,  was  the 
head  examiiietl ;  yet  from  amongst  them  I 
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find  eight  in  which  more  or  less  tiDusiuu  kiilnry,  affords  a  rational  ground  for 

and  tmckrainf  of  the  menibninet  of  the  ailment  In  IkTonr  of  the  supposition 

brnin  was  observed.    Not  unfrt^tiucntly  no  thnt  the  afffction  of  the  kidnry  is  but 
nwch  obvious  cause  of  the  symptoms  can  secondary.    We  havc^  however,  no  evi- 
be  discovered,  even  when  examination  is  dence  whatsoever,  derived  from  symptoms, 
most  carefully  conducted;  in  which  cases  in  the  commeneement  of  a  very  g^at  ma- 
it  i>;  n-»t  iiTiprf>bable  thai  the  altered  uiid  jority  of  these  cases  that  any  thing  liko 
deitTiurutcd  nature  of  the  blood  is  one  thoracic  inflammation  eidstsi  while,  on 
of  the  eaiiMB  of  the  symptoms.  In  cases  the  other  hand,  we  know  that  inflamnia- 
of  RTeat  nriliaiy  difficulty,  symptoms  of  tion  of  all  the  serous  membranes,  shewinq: 
this  kind  are  not  uncommon,  and  there  is  itself  by  its  own  well-marked  symptoms,  is 
rauKm  to  beliere  that  the  nrea  in  the  blood  Tery  apt  to  come  on  in  the  advaneed 
may  be  the  cause  of  them.    A  very  into-  periods  of  this  complaint ;  besides  which, 
resting  case  lately  occurred  at  Guy's  llos-  we  are  not  to  suppose  that  in  a  constitution 
pital,  uuder  the  care  of  Mr.  Morgan,  in  in  which  anasarca  has  been  lon^  cstablisb- 
which  a  patient,  after  beings  long  affected  ed,  every  effusion  int<»  the  cavities  is  an 
with  seTcre  dittase  in  the  urinan,'  pas.  unequivocal  indicati<ni  i.f  inflammatoiy 
sages,  secfeted  tery  little  urine,  and  fell  action  in  the  part  in  which  it  is  effused. 
Into  a  state  of  eomplete  eoma.   As  he  lav  With  regpurd  to  the  affieetioB  of  the  heart 
in  his  bed,  with  his  countenance  pallid  wh'ivh  T  have  rcfcrrf  d,  T  have  occa 
and  bloated,  he  had  all  the  api>earancc  of  siunaily  been  able  to  truce  the  gradual 
a  roan  dying  under  serous  apoplexy  ;  ^'ct  approach  and  increase  of  the  hypertrophy 
when  he  died,  there  was  bo  OTerwhclmmg  coming  on  many  months  after  tlie  albnmi. 
a<.-cumulation  of  serum,  but  Mr.  Rees  nons  condition  nf  the  urine  has  been  esta- 
fonnd  from  two  or  three  drachms  which  blished;  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  the 
were  c<illect»d  a  molt  which  led  him  to  various  evidences  of  cerebral  disturbance 
c<mcliif1>  tfmt  urea  was  present;  and  Dr.  which  follow  in  the  train  "f  t!ii'  chronic 
Prout,  who  was  so  kind  as  to  examine,  at  derangement  of  the  kidney,  though  in  part 
my  request,  the  crystalline  matter  thus  oh-  depending  on  the  nrea  drcnlating  in  the 
taincd,  thought,  as  far  as  he  could  judge  blood,  may  in  some  cases  be  owing  to  the 
from  the  very  small  quantity  T  ir'^ye  him,  disease  fir^t  induced  on  the  central  organ 
that  it  consisted  of  nitrate  of  lutu.    I  do  of  circulation  j   thus    aflording  another 
not  know  whether  the  urine  passed  by  curious  illustration  of  the  connnion  and 
this  patient  was  albuminoufi,  but  both  the  the  dependence  which  exi<;t  amongst  the 
aspect  of  the  man  and  the  appearance  of  different  functions  of  the  body, 
the  kidneys  rendered  it  very  probable.  Having  said  so  mnch  npon  this  particn-^ 

In  reference  to  "^nrijical  disease,  T  con-  lar  f"  irm  nf  ihe  urinary  sccrctirm,  it  niav 
ceive  that  the  albuminous  qualitv  of  the  he  thought  wrong  that  I  should  pass  over 
wine  ia  a  consideration  or  mwm  impor-  others  seareely  less  important ;  some  of 
tance.  The  healing  process  is  decidedly  which  point  out  the  existence  and  subsi- 
less  active  ;  and  under  some  seve  re  oy>ern  deuce  of  febrile  action — some  of  which  ac- 
tions, tlic  powers  of  the  system  arc  much  c(uupauy  or  even  precede  tlie  other  symp- 
less  adequate  to  bear  tlie  immediate  iiiock,  toms  of  janndiee;  tame  of  whieli  demon- 
or  withstand  t!u' irritation,  attendant  upon  stratc  the  prevalence  of  certain  morbid 
the  subsequent  progress  of  repair.  It  has  diatheses  disturbing  the  whole  frame,  and 
occurred  to  me  to  know  that  in  two  or  frequently  leading,  as  one  of  their  many 
three  instances  where  the  n]u  rution  of  li-  evil  conse<^uences,  to  the  formation  of  caf- 
thotomy  has  unexpectedly  terminated  fa-  culi  of  various  characters  and  composition. 
tally,thegninulateaconditionof  thekidney  Other  status  of  the  urinary  secretion  I 
has  been  discovered;  and  it  is  very  necessary  might  with  propriety  dilate  upon,  as 
that  we  should  distinguish  between  these  markinp^  the  existence  of  inflamnintitm,  of 
peculiar  tonus  of  degeneration  and  deposit  ulceration,  of  abrasion,  or  of  malignant 
m  the  Iddney,  and  weoondition  which  the  disease  in  the  kidney  itadf ;  or  I  might 
organ  acquires  in  persons  disposrd  tn  tuber-  claim  your  attention  to  those  changes 
cuUr  disease,  or  those  in  whom  great  irri-  which  *  the  urine  undej^oes  as  it  paaeea 
tatlon  of  the  kidney  is  induced  by  the  for.  through  the  bladder;  its  natnral  proper, 
mation  and  ])re^nce  of  calculous  matter,  ties  heightened  by  being  retained,  its  alka- 
in  both  which  cases  the  tendency  is  to  line  parts  increased,  or  the  mucus  of  tho 
suppuration,  and  not  to  induration  aud  bladder  copious!  v  mingled  with  the  secro 
contraction.  tion  of  the  kidney.    But  although,  on  a 

Tt  cannot  be  disi>utcd  that  the  proof  favourite  subject,  f  inav  have  spoken  tnr 

which  we  derive  from  pathological  invcs-  much  at  length,  I  will  not  longer  detain 

tigation  of  the  fteouent  eo-exlstence  of  yon  on  the  points  of  diagnosis  oonnected 

mulnnhtpd  mark*  o*  pleuritic  ni;  !  even  "with  the  urine;  only  remindiiii:  y  u,  that 

sometimu^  of  pulmonary  inilam mation,  in  the  case  of  the  kidney,  a&  in  tliat  of  the 

widi  coagulaUe  nrine  and  the  diseased  intestines,  but  in  a  much  le.%8  d^ree,  the 
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aupeaxanc^  of  ibc  secreiion  mny  be 
cnaiiged  by  tbe  chamcter  of  the  ingexta, 
or  the  natare  of  the  rtnuflies  cxhibi»e<l; 
some  of  which  are  very  spoedUy  recognized 
in  tbe  urine. 

The  circumstances  connected  with  the 
catamcnial  and  the  vaifinal  disrharge  also 
call  for  our  attention  in  the  investigali(m 
of  abdomiiial  difttae.  Its  profuse  or  its 
deficient  qunnlity  often  the  foundation  of 
those  neuralgic  ailments  which  cast  ob- 
scurity upon  the  diseases  of  the  abdomen— 
djamenorrhcea,  the  cause  of  Tomiting  and 
pufgittg — the  imperforate  vagina,  leading 
to  tumor  from  accumulation  within  the 
ttterm— and  leiioDn1icM,acoompaniod  with 
a  host  of  pseudo-abdominal  sympttims. 
Never,  indeed,  can  we  see  the  doctrine  of 
sympathetic  disease  more  fully  llliistfated 
than  when  we  study  the  symptoms  which 
Qtmne  irritation  throws  around  it,  as  if 
to  mislead  us  from  the  source  of  diseases, 
but  more  fitly  viewed  as  calculated  to 
prompt  oTir  ardour  in  tlic  investigation 
of  the  obscure  portious  and  the  more 
intricate  relations  of  our  (hune. 


TRi::Al.UENT  OF  HOOPING. 
COUGH. 


To  the  Editor  of  tke  Medieml  Gaxeite. 

North  Shields,  May  20,  lct3d. 

Sib, 

My  attention  having-  been  directed  a 
good  f^  :t1  lately  to  hooning-coug-h,  I 
am  induced  to  send  you  tne  result  of  my 
observations,  if  yon  think  them  wortbr 
a  place  in  your  excellent  Gazette.  I 
have  no  new  remedy  to  bring  forward  ; 
but  I  think  the  success  of  tbe  treatment 
depcnd.s  upon  the  sta^e  of  the  disease 
in  w  hich  any  particnUr  remedj  ia  em- 
ployed ;  and  hence,  perhap>,  nrises  the 
multiplicity  of  mcdicinrs  (trca-sionally' 
used  in  the  treatment  of  that  disease, 
and  also  the  disappointment  which  is 
often  experienced  in  the  etfect  of  such 
medicines.     But   I   liuve   found  the 
success  in  conduct* n^  patients  safely 
throu|^h  the  complaiut,  and  also  of  shorU 
entn^  its  duration,  mainly  to  depend 
upon  prf-^rrviiT'^  them  completely  from 
atmospheric  iuHuences.    It  a|)pears  to 
me  that  the  disease  may  be  dirwed  into 
three  stages,  which  I  shsH  designate 
the  inflammatory,  the  congestive,  and 
the  spasmodic.  ^Ihe  tirst,  or  inflamma- 
tory stajfc,  commences  very  much  like 
a  common  catarrh,  with  a  short  dry 
tickling'  cough,  discharge  from  the  eyes 
and  nose,  and  generally  a  dull  pain  in 


tlic  head,  with  a  sense  of  weariness  and 
listlessness,  and  not  unfrequently  a  re. 

g-ular  attack  of  pyrexia;  and  where  this 
IS  not  distinct Iv  tnnrked,  the  patient.  T 
believe,  always  tt  i  is  chilly  for  the  t\r!*t 
two  or  three  days,  ihc  pulse  being  slow 
and  depmsed;  after  which  time  there 
h  an  inerca'^e  of  temperature  f)n  the  sur- 
face of  the  body,  and  a  somewhat 
Quickened  pulse,  the  tongue  being* 
furred,  and  the  bowels  for  the  most  part 
torpid,  the  appetite  impaired,  and  some 
thirst;  but  all  these  symptoms  arc 
sometimes  so  slight  as  to  excite  little 
or  no  attrition ;  and  yet  I  believe  thia 
stage  to  depend  upon  an  inflammation 
of  a  sub-acute  nature  pervrnUnpr  the  air- 
pansag-cs,  which,  by  cold  or  oUier  excit- 
ing causes,  becomes  of  a  more  active 
character,  as^umin-  the  form  of  either 
crcnip  or  bronchitis,  ]iy  which  many 
children  an-  cut  without  its  beinjf 
suspected  that  it  has  its  origin  in  tbe 
contagion  of  hoopin<r. cough  ;  but  such 
instances  will  always  be  found  to  he  of 
frequent  occurrence  when  that  disease 
is  prevailing  in  a  neifrhbourhood. 

In  the  second,  or  stai^e  of  congestion, 
Ae  iever  has  generally  passed  over,  or, 
at  lea<;t,  only  returns  at  iiilcr>  als;  the 
totif^ue  often  gets  clean,  the  appetite  re- 
turns, and  not  un frequently  becomes  in- 
ordinate, copiitus  e.\])ecloration  takes 
place,  the  cough  coming  on  in  parox- 
ysms, often  attended  with  vomiting,  and 
the  hoop  is  completely  formed.  The 
face  becomes  puffed,  the  eyes  blood- 
shot, and  bleeding  from  the  nose  and 
cars  is  nt>t  nnu«»iril ;  the  patient  often 
couiplains  of  intokraiice  of  light,  and 
the  hearing  becomes  impaired.  ^  In  this 
StSge  of  the  complaint,  convulsions  and 
water  In  the  head  not  unfrequentlj  su- 
pervene. 

In  tlie  third,  or  spasmodic  stage, 
which  is  often  a  very  protracted  one, 
all  the  more  urgent  symptom'^  dr  rlhie, 
leaving  great  debility  and  emaciation, 
and  a  pale  exsanguincd  countenance ; 
but  tbe  cough  atiu  continues,  and  the 
hoops  occur  peihaps  even  more  fre- 
quently in  each  j»  iroxysm;  but  the  face 
no  longer  becomes  purple,  nor  is  vomit* 
ing  any  longer  a  usual  aecompaniment 
of  the  coughing  fiu.  The  expectora- 
tion :i1sM  is  much  diminished,  and  it  is 
not  (ii till  tilt  to  distinguish  that  the  dis- 
ease has  changed  its  diaracter,  and  haa 
become  one  ot  debility,  and  perhajM  of 
habit  establisliTM!  iti  n  weakened  system. 

Treatment  of  the  Jirst  ttage.^Tht 
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part  of  the  trtatmrnt  on  wliifl!  T  |)l;ice 
the  •n"<^ai^*'*'  iiiijiortauce,  and  uyou  which 
tUc  etficacv  of  the  remedies  in  a  ^at 
measure  cfepnui^,  is  the  confiiiiiig^  the 
patient  to  a  singh  i  n  in,  whir  !i  is  to  he 
maintained  at  an  r(ju;il  leiuperature, 
keeping  him  on  a  stric  tly  anliptilog-istic 
diet,  and  admiiusteriiig  'such  mediciaes 
as  will  keep  up  a  moisture  on  tlie  sur- 
face "t"  tlif  nnd y,  and  also  excite  the  ac- 
tion <ii  the  kiduevs,  which  is  geucralljr 
rerj  deficient.  Leeches  should  also  be 
applied  to  the  chest  every  two  or  three 
dav<,  and  the  bowels  kt  jit  freely  open, 
and  the  wanu-bath  used  every  evening 
before  ^o'ln^  to  bed.  ^  Bj  these  means 
the  broiK  hiul  affection  is  genetallj  soon 
relieved,  an<l  thr  scpond  stage  contes  on 
in  a  very  miiiptt'  d  form. 

Treatment  of  second  stage. — Precisely 
the  sane  plan  to  be  pursued,  except  that 
now  leeenes  are  to  he  aiiplicd  to  the 
forehi  ad  nr  trrnples,  either  dsuly,  or 
every  two  or  three  days,  aecurdinj*"  to 
the  severily  of  the  cough.  The  purging, 
the  wann  bath,  the  eoual  temperatttre, 
all  to  be  coiitimitd.  aim  farinareons  ihCt, 
with  milk,  to  he  taken  ;  and  if  the  puli>e 
i:»  fjuiot,  and  there  is  no  thirst,  a  few 
grains  of  ext.  conii,  and  ext.  h\  ox  iami, 
added  l»>  \ht  saline  mixture,  will  have  a 
very  beneficial  edect  in  relieving  the 
cough. 

Trtmtment  of  ike  third  sfa^e.— The 

best  remcdr  I  am  acquainted  with  is 
chaiijEfe  of  air ;  at  the  same  tinir,  the  sys- 
tem should  be  invigorated  by  a  modc- 
tate  use  of  animal  food.  The  hvdrocy. 
anic  acid  sometimes  act»  like  a  eliarmin 
this  stage  of  the  disease,  i'hc  carbonate 
ol  iron  u*  aUo  an  excellent  remedy ;  and 
in  Terr  protracted  cases  I  have  used 
aen-bathing  with  the  best  effect. 

I  remain,  sir. 
Your  obedient  ser%  ant, 

Edward  Gkeenhow. 


ON  THE  CHKMTCAL  CONSTITU- 
TION OF  LKINK  IN  VARIOUS 
DISEASES. 

To  iht^ditor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
Sir, 

A  KNOWLEOOE  of  certain  of  the  secre- 
tions and  excretions  belonsrinnf  to  the 
animal  economy  beinflf  now  generally 
admitted  to  be  of  the  utmost  importance 
in  the  scientific  treatment  of  disease, 
290.— XII. 


RINB  IN  VABiaUS  DISEASES*  3S) 

we  beg  to  offer  for  insertion  in  your  ex- 
cellent journal  tlie  following  remarks 
on  the  variation  of  urine  from  its  nor- 
mal standard,  chiefly  compiled  from  the 
seventh  volume  of  llic  t  laborate  work  of 
Berzelius,  which  has  been  just  puMi  lu  d 
in  Paris.  Should  this  meet  you  r  a  p  i  >  ro- 
bation,  we  propose  to  transtuit  to  ^rou 
some  observations  on  the  IjI  h  iI,  partieu- 
luly  ou  the  «erum  of  thai  tluid. 

We  are,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servants, 

R.  H.  Biu  TT. 

GOLDING  BlttO. 

Goy's  HMpttal,  Jane  10,  IS». 

During  the  first  perio<l  of  fevers,  ilio 
cntaTKDiix  transpiration  being  obstructed, 
the  urine  becomes  more  aoueons  tlian  in 
iu  healthy  state  ;  when  tJie  Jieut  uf  the 
body  increases,  with  acceleration  of 
]>uls<\  the  urine  becomes  deeper  co- 
loured, without,  however,  lettinq*  f-^H  a 
deposit,  while  its  acid  reaction  dinii- 
nishcs,  and  at  last  nearlj  or  entirely 
disappears ;  it  is  then  rendered  turbid 
by  the  addition  of  bichloride  of  mer- 
cury, which  does  not  happen  when  the 
acid  is  present.  As  the  disease  ad- 
vances  the  ttrine becomes  more  saturated, 
and  is  tlirn  rendered  tiirl>id  b\  a  solu- 
tion of  alum.  W  hen  alltiMrien  is  seereted 
more  copiously,  it  is  troubled  by  nitric 
acid  and  heat  When  the  fever  ceases, 
as,  for  instance,  on  the  seventh  day,  the 
free  acid  suddenly  re -appears,  the  eolour 
of  the  urine  deepens,  and  it  iorms  a  de- 
posit by  cooling.  Thbdeposit  is  not  an 
evacuation  of  morbific  matte  r,  but  is 
merely  a  enmbination  of  nnl  ( (doiirin^ 
matter,  with  uric  acid  or  nrale  oJ'  am- 
moiiia,  and  perhaps  nitric  acid,  in  an  un< 
known  state  of  combination.  In  inter, 
raittent  fever  tlic  urine  presents  these 
phenomena  at  each  paroxysm,  and  then 
the  deposit  assumes  a  carmine  tint. 
During  slow  nerrotis  fever,  there  is  con- 
stantly  formed  an  abundant  deposit  of 
uric  acid,  containintj*  little  coinnring 
matter;  the  urine  then  contains  an  ex- 
cess of  the  pluispliates  and  a  deficiencj 
of  urea,  the  other  ingiedienls  being  in 
their  normal  proportion. 

In  anasarca,  which  is  generally  the 
result  of  debility  of  the  whole  system, 
serum  is  eflTused  into  the  urinarv  pas. 
sayi'cs;  hence  the  nrine  a]T]>e:!rs  afbumi- 
iifins,  and  is  irmilded  by  liiehloride  of 
nitrciu'^  ,  aUh(»Ui>'h  niucli  free  acid  may 

be  present.  Alter  a  short  time,  tlie 

2  C 
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kidneys  apoear  to  secrete  an  albuminous  indeed,  merely  a  solution  of  tbe  urinary 

t^tiid,  which  occasions  the  nriiie  to  be  snits,  dqirived  of  almost  every  |»aitic& 
precipitated  by  a  .sulutimi   of  rIud),  of  ()r«»anic  product, 
nitric  acid,  or  heat.    As  the  albumen  In  diabetes  mellitus^  an  immense 
increases  in  quantity,  the  urea  dimi'  quantity  of  sugar  is  secreted.  At  the  first 
nishcs, and  finally  disappears  altog-ethcr.  access  of  the  disease,  the  only  Mmji- 
These  phe  nomena  likewise  apjM^tr  in  torns  are  copious  emission  of  urine  and 
chronic  nepalitis,  dyspepsia,  and  t(>v%ard»  diminished    a^ipetite;    the  cutaneous 
the  dose  of  pulmonary  alTections,  es-  transpiration  is  obstmcted,  and  the 
pecially  during  the  last  stage  of  hectic  urine  is  supplied  with  water  from  aU  tbe 
fever.  fltiid  injjre-fn     The  specific  gravity  in 
During  severe   vomiting,   \%hetber  ulien  as  high  as  I'UoO;  as  the  sugar  in- 
from  sehimis  of  the  stomach  or  other*  creases  the  urea  diminishes,  and  at  last 
wise,  the  urine  is  frcqm  ntly  inrbid,  and  totally  disappears:  colour  pale  velluwy 
has  a  milky  a«5pect,  It  tliny-  fall  a  \>liite  taste  sweet,  odour  liki-  that  of  skiui- 
deposit,  which,  when  eolleeted,  aj)]Hars  milk  ;  tbe  inoriifanic  salts  are  prtiSit-nt  iu 
mucilaginous,  and  by  de»iceatiiiu  be-  their  natural  proportion,  being  merelv' 
coming  first  yellow  and  translucent,  diluted  with  a  larger  quantity  of  Huid. 
then  white  and  pulverulent;  byaflusion  Tow  a  nls  the  close  of  the  ilisease,  when 
of  water  it  rrsinncii?  its  mucilaginous  hectic  fever  make-*  its  anpearance,  the 
form;  pure  puiu&s  dissolves  out  of  it  urine  becomes  albuiiitnous,  and  now 
mucus,  leaving  a  residue  of  phosphate  pamefi  spontaneoBsly  into  the  alcoholic 
of  lime.    Hydroehlorie  acid  dissolves  feniient.ition ;  the  q^tantity  of  nrine  ex- 
the  latter  and  rrnders  the  mucus  trans-  p.  lU  d  inerrascs  to  :in  enormo»?<  ;»mr»iuit. 
parent,  which  also  dissolves  by  di^es-  \\C  may  calculate  by  the  follow  ing  for- 
tion.    This  state  is  generally-  accom-  uiula  the  weight  of  tbe  dry  extract  in 
ttaniedwith  alkaline  urine,  arising  from  solution  in  the  urine,  aiid  of  course  the 
file  presence  of  f!i'^  rarhonates  o?  soda  quantity  daily  exjieHed.  A  ])ini  nf  urine, 
and  ammonia,  diniini>.bcd  ijuantity  of  specific  irravity  102U,  leaves  by  evapo- 
uric  acid,  and  an  excess  of  urea.    In  ration  iiti'ZA   grains  of  dry   extract ; 
gout  the  urine  is  usually  very  acid,  ex-  which  weight  increases  in  the  propor- 
cept  durinff  tbe  paroxysms,  when  it  be-  tion  of  19  *2  grain>  for  each  unit  «if  spe- 
comes  alkinine  or  neutral;  uric  acid  is  cific  gravity,  until  the  latter  amounts  to 
always  prcijcnt  in  considerable  excess ;  I  050 ;  so  that  if  we^  have  a  patient 
the  deposit  is  also  abundant  by  cooling,  voiding  urine  of  specific  ^vity  1*081, 
In  jaundice  the  urine  apj)ears  yellow,  we  can  determine  the  weight  of  »olid 
from  an  admixtnrc  of  biliary  matter;  matter  present  in  his  nrine  by  making 
and  on  the  addititm  of  nitric  acid,  a  nlay  this  calculation,  382*4+  li>-2=40r(j  grs. 
€»f  ctdours  is  generally  produced.    Hy-  in  every  "pint.    When  diabetic  urtne  » 
drochloric  acid  renders  it  green  or  evaporated  to  dryness,  and  alcohol  di- 
brou  n,  a<  t'iirr!iii<:j  to  the  statv  of  modi-  gested  on  tlie  n  sidnc,  the  sug'ar  and 
ficalion  in  which  the  biliary  matter  ex-  extractiform  matter  are  di-^solxd  ;  thi.H 
ists.    Sometimes  orauge-ycUow  flocculi  solution,  by  repose,  leaves  cither  gra- 
are  deposited:  these  are  soluble  in  nu1arcrystals,alceg^rapesu<>^ar,or merely 
caustic  poteas,  and  give  the  usual  re-  a  honey -like  mass.    We  are  ignorant 
action  wifli  nitric  arid,  in  partial  h<  ]Kt  whether  this  difTercnce  is  owing  tn  a  di- 
tic  obstructions,  when  no  discolouraiiuu  versity  of  saccharine  matter,  or  to  the 
of  Ae.  skin  has  appeared :  the  bile,  by  presence  of  a  deliquescent  matter,  which 
passing  through  thetymphatic  vessels  of  pievents  its  cry  stallizing.    Su^ar  has 
thtM-TijTorjjed  paTts,cnters  ihi  eireulation,  neen  sought  after  in  vain  in  tbe  blood  of 
and  may  be  detected  in  the  urine  by  diabetic  patients:   indeed  this  disease 
€>  apurating  a  portion  of  the  latter,  dU  appears  to  be  seated  solely  in  the  kid- 
gcsting  tbe  extra<  t  in  alcohol  uf  specific  neys,  which  convert  almost  every  por- 
gravity  -833,  and  lettinu^  the  tincture  tion  of  or'^'-anie  matter  arrivin^f  in  those 
evaporate  to  dryness.    The  addition  of  viscera  into  suirar.    When  a  favonrable 
nitric  acid  will  then  produce  the  change  change  takes  place  urea  re-appears,  auU 
of  colouf»— vil.  firecn,   blue,  vMet,  a  qnantit^r  of  albumen  makes  its  ap- 
and  yellow— whidi  characterizes  tbe  pearancc  in  the  urine, 
colourinif  matter  nf  bile.    In  spasmodic  M.  Meism  r,  wlio  has  paid  great  al- 
and hysicnc  affections,  the  urme  often  tention  to  this  s>ubject,  skives  the  foU 
becomes  limpid  and  colourless,  being,  lowing  quantitative  anafysis  of  three 


Digitized  by  Google 


DR.  AUSOlf  ON  THE  CLAIMS  OF  BDIiVBURQH  PHYSICIANS.  387 


specimens  of  diabctif  urine,  taken  from 
Uie  Mune  patient  tt  different  perioda • 


1. 

8. 

MatterAolublt'in  j 

etbcr^  urea  lac-  f 
nc  ■cm,  laeniie  > 

IT  00 

U  DO 

lime,  cxtracti-l 

forrn  matter  . .  ) 

;>Jatier  soluble  in  i 

aiconiUy  oiaiie-  r 

tio  >;n{far,  ex  V 

7  UO 

uaciiifC  iiiaiier,k 

Anil  I 

Matter  soluble  in  y 

,  W^ter:  extrac  C 
live  matter  and  C 

1:37 

344 

0-99 

Vesical    mucus,  j 

subiihosphate  / 

of  lime,  and  > 

0-34 

0-31 

0-46 

roxidt:  ol  irun  J 

9119 

93^46 

98*10 

In  diabetes  iusipidui*  no  sug^ar  is 
imiid,  but  there  is  meaent  in  the  urine 

a  matter  similar  to  llial  obtained  l)v  lii- 
g^estiiijy  alcohol  xn\  an  aqiiPf>n«  rxiraet 
of  muhcular  fibre  :  no  ultimate  uaalj  ttiii 

•f  this  Bwtler  bu  been  as  yet  nule. 


CASE  OF  LITHUrOMY  — LARGE 
CALCULUS. 

Tp  tk€  EdUar     ike  MtdM  GmtHU, 

Sir, 

I  HATE  to  request  that  you  will  insert 

the  following-  casp  nf  lithntniiiy  in  vour 
journal,  as  I  tru^t  it  will  be  louuU  suffi- 
dentlj  intemting ,  ludependentlj  of  the 
use  of  the  stone. 

In  March  1832,  T  ^n^^  rcqnostcd  to 
visit  Mr.  David  Lawrence,  oi  Winchel- 
»ea,  witli  the  view  ol"  perfunnin^  the 
operation  for  the  stone.  U|)on  my  ar- 
rival ,iiul  inquirinj^  of  the  patient  how 
long  hf  liad  been  troubled  with  the 
complaint,  be  said  ever  since  he  was 
twentj  years  of  age,  and  tbat  be  was 
now  seven-and-fortv,  which  unpleasant 
account  was  strongly  corroborated  upon 
my  iutroducing  the  finger,  per  anum, 
to  emniiie  tbe  ttete  of  ue  prostate, 
when  so  very  large  a  stone  presented 
itself  as  to  leave  me  in  doubt  whether 
tbeie  would  be  su^ent  room  between 


the  iff  liin  to  admit  of  its  passinj*-,  tin- 
less  I  hail  rr-course  to  the  operation  by 
the  rectum,  and  I  hud  uu  apparatus 
witb  tbe  Tiew  of  breaking  the  stone  with 
me,  except  the  common  forceps.  I, 
however,  doff  rmincd  on  the  lateral  ope- 
ration, rc:iulviug  to  render  it  bilateral, 
by  dif  iding  tbe  right  side  of  the  peri- 
neum  witb  ibe  scalpel,  also,  if  urged  by 
necessity.  However,  by  mea?is  of  a 
pretty  ample  incision,  and  usinij^  a  dou- 
Uc-edged  gorget,  I  aueeeedea  in  ez- 
ttaeting  tbe  atone,  wbieb  wdErhed  six 
ouncps  HTifl  a  quarter,  and  have  the 
salii»laction  to  aad,  that  my  patient  has 
done  perfectly  well.  It  is  hardly  to  be 
imagined  how  little  pain  or  in^arama- 
tion  succeeded  tlir  n|uM  :rtion,  which  per- 
haps may  be  best  explained  by  the  blad- 
dcr  having  been  so  lon^  accustomed  to 
pain  and  irritation.  Sut  a  still  more 
remarkable  circumstance  is,  that,  how- 
ever long  this  111  an  might  have  had  the 
stone  in  the  bladder,  he  had  coutiuued 
in  an  active  convM  of  business,  wbieb 
ooeaaioned  bim  to  ride  as  well  as  walk, 

with  verv  litfle  inferrnption,  till  about 
seven  weeks  belore  tbe  u]>eratioQ,  and 
between  Cbristmaa  aad  tne  beginning 
of  January  be  informed  me  be  walked 
ffMirtcen  htm!  fiOcen  ntiles  in  one  day 
witliout  any  iucouvcuieuce.  This  must, 
tbereibre,  nave  been  but  a  few  weeks 
belbre  tbe  operation.  About  four  years 
l^po,  ill  c<>Ti<;cqiiencc  of  his  beinpf  wnrs*? 
tban  uisual,  he  consulted  Dr.  Wilmot, 
of  Hastings,  who  first  informed  him 
that  he  Buspeeted  atone  in  the  bladder; 
but  be  was  not  mounded  till  ^r]itember 
18.11,  when  he  went  to  Ldiidnn,  and 
consulted  Air.  Lawrence,  of  Si.  Batlio- 
lomew's  Hospital,  who  detected  a  stone, 
and  advised  an  operation,  which  he  sub- 
mitted to,  as  already  stated,  in  March 
following. 

Your  obedient  semmt, 

X.  HODSON. 

Ltwti,  May  20, 1833. 


REMARKS  ON  THE  CLAIMS  OF 
EDINBURGH  PHYSICLAN8. 

Idlebnnli,  IwM  a*,  MIS, 

Sir, 

As  voii  have  puhli^ilied  the  mcmnriain 
of  diflcreiii  public  bodic-o  on  the  su^cct 

«  Not  rectiTtd  tiatU  Ui«  IWt* 
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of  th<>  proposed  Rltenttons  of  tbe  Apo- 
thecaries' Act,  ami  professed  your  deaife 
to  havr  t)i«^  stihjfrf  fairly  ninl  dispas- 
sionalelv  discussed  iu  jour  pages,  I  ani 
induced  to  request  that  you  will  insert 
this  letter,  and  the  accoinpaiiirin<f  me- 
morial, pT'-sentcd  bv  the  Seiiatfis  Aca- 
(lemicus  t»f  this  university  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's Secretary  of  State,— iu  order  that 
the  gfrounds  on  which  this  Uniirer»ity 
have  rested  their  application  may  be 
g"enerally  known  to  tlir  |»r<if«'<?sion. 

In  the  observations  which  you  have 
younelf  made  on  this  subject,  yon  seem 
to  have  re^jarded  the  Apothecaries'  bill, 
ns  it  now  stands,  to  l)e  defnisihle  chiefly 
on  two  grounds: — 1st,  That  in  Scotland, 
from  whence  the  chief  remonstrances 
asj-ainst  the  hill  ])roceed,  exclusive  pri- 
vilejfrs,  niid  a  still  more  illiberal  cha- 
racter tliiiii  tho«!r  cnnferrrd  nn  the  ApO" 
thccaries  by  the  bill,  are  possessed  hy 
different  medical  corporations;  and  2^, 
That  unless  the  Apotnecaries*  Company 
retains  the  exclusive  privileifrs  rnnfeiTed 
by  the  bill,  they  will  be  unable  to  carry 
on  prosecutions  against  quacks  or  un- 
quaiififMl  nraotitioners,  and  the  pablie 
will  I<(S(»  the  security,  which  they  now 
possess,  against  such  persons. 

On  the  first  of  these  points,  I  cannot 
help  expressing  my  surprise  that  you 
slioiild  not  have  been  already  informed, 
lliaf  iho  (>\f1nviv»>  yiri\  ib-jTr'-i  atluded  to, 
and  noiiiuiaily  possessed  by  the  CoUeges 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  Edin- 
burgh, have  been  lonjj  since  completely 
obsolete,  no  prosecutions  h;nin<j-  been 
instituted  by  either  of  these  bodies 
within  the  memory  of  man,  and  many 
individuals  being  fully  engaged  in 
pracfit  ill  the  districts  nominally  under 
their  jurisdiction,  who  have  no  con- 
nexion with  these  Colleges,  and  never 
underwent  examination  Mfore  them,  or 
iu  any  maimrr  recognized  their  auUio- 
rity.  Tlir  rnculty  of  Physicians  and 
Surgcous  la  Olasgow  have,  of  late  years, 
exerdsed  a  power  of  examination  o?er 
practitioners  settling  in  rntir  of  the 
rntiTTfirs  of  (he  west  of  Scotland,  bnt 
never  any  power  of  enforcing  appren- 
ticeship to  members  of  their  own  oody  ; 
and  I  am  assured  that  they  have  inti* 
mated  to  <j:tn  miinent  their  willingness 
to  reliiinuish  any  such  power,  over  Li- 
centiates oi'  ilie  C'omuauy  of  Apotheca- 
ries, if  the  pntjectea  alterations  of  the 
bill  shall  be  made.  Even  In  tliat  dis- 
trict,  Icu  f  Acr,  on  examination,  and  in 
all  otlu  r  piu  ls  ol  Scotland,  without  cxa- 
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mination,  the  Licentiatea  of  the  Afo^ 
theearies'  Company  in  London  are  as 

much  at  librrf y  i(^  engage  in  practice 
as  in  any  part  of  England  ;  and  all  that 
is  asked,  iu  the  pctitions'on  this  subject, 
is,  that  persons  licensed  by  the  Univer- 
sities, antl  otlirr  rocoifiiizcd  schools  in 
Scotland,  shall  have  the  same  facility 
to  practise  their  profe^isiou,  iu  the  man- 
ner  they  may  judge  most  conductye  to 
their  own  interests,  in  England,  as  those 
Hemsed  by  the  Knglish  school  ]>r  if  fi- 
cally  possess  iu  Scotland.  If  it  were 
thought  necessary  to  protect  lic^dates 
of  the  English  schools,  against  the  pri- 
vil,  >T-r<;  of  the  Tiicdii  al  Corporations  in 
Scotland,  by  express  enactment,  I  need 
hardly  say  that  no  objection  to  such  a 
law  would  be  made  here. 

On  the  second  jioint  above  stat«Ml,  I 
take  the  liberty  of  obs^rvinL'"  it 
seems  a  strange  proposition,  and  almost 
a  libel  on  legislation,  to  assert  that  it  ia 
impossible  to  contrive  a  law  which  shall 
give  tfir  Ap'othecaries'  Company  power 
to  j)rosecute  persons,  (  dneaien  than 
their  own  licentiates,  for  practising 
and  dispensing  medicinea,  without,  at 
the  same  time,  giving  th^^m  power  to 
prosecute  men  better  educated  tliaii 
those  Licentiates.  But  unless  this  pro- 
position is  maintained,  tbe  advantage 
which  the  public  derive  from  the  power 
given  by  the  bill  to  the  Apothecaries 
over  quacks,  caiiiiui  be  statcu  as  a  rea- 
son ior  giving  them  a  similar  power 
over  regularly-educated  physicians  and 
surgeons.  It  were  snrefv  easy  to  pro- 
vide, if  much  real  difhcuity  be  felt  iu 
this  matter,  that  all  medical  Gra- 
duates of  Universities,  or  IJeentiates 
of  tlic  rccooiil/t  d  schools  of  siirger\-, 
who  propose  to  (lisjK use  as  well  as 
prescribe  medicines  in  i^ngland  and 
Wales,  should  be  required  to  register 
their  names  and  shew  tl)cir  diplomas, 
or  lodqfc  cfrlificatcs  of  tlir-(\  at  the 
Apothecaries'  Uali,  vvithoui  imposing 
on  them  the  necessity  either  of  toe  ex- 
amination before  the  Apothecaries  or  of 
the  five  vcnrs*  npprenticeship  to  mem- 
bers of  that  hotly. 

It  is  true  that  in  this,  as  in  most 
other  cases  of  alleged  ^evance,  tbe 
remonstrance  com«  >  from  interested  par- 
ties, and  ought  to  be  the  more  raremlly 
scrutinized  on  that  account;  but  it  is 
only,  in  so  far  as  we  can  make  out  a 
case  of  injiirv,  first,  to  a  large  body  of 
well-oducatccl  men,  and  then  to  the  pub- 
lic at  large,  sa,  well  as  to  our&clves» 
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tliftt  we  petition  for  the  interference  of 

the  legi'sJature  ;  and  the  advantag'eB  of 
ample  education,  and  of  frr*>  (•(»7npc- 
tiUoQf  are  uow  so  generally  a])|>reciated, 
that  I  apprehend  the  onus  prohaudi 
rami  rest  heavilj  on  those  who  stand 
np  for  an  fnactmetJt  u  liii  h  dehar*  the 
reguiarlj-cducatcd  Graduates  and  Li- 
ceatiates  of  the  medical  wbools  of 
Edtnburg'h  and  Glasgow  from  a  line  of 
practice  in  Eng-land  and  Whales,  which 
they  actually  adopt  iu  Scotland,  and  in 
other  parts  of  the  world,  whenever  it 
Miits  their  convenience ;  w  hich  tliey  did 
adopt,  prior  t<>  Iftl/i,  in  KultIiumI  also  ; 
bypurstiin^^  uliirh,niany  of  them,  in  ail 
parts  of  ihe  worhl,  have  raised  them- 
selves to  the  lint  eminence  in  their  pro- 
fcssi<»n  ;  and  from  their  pursuing- which, 
no  injury  to  the  puhlic,  at  any  tinir  or 
place,  is  even  alleged  to  have  ix'sultcd. 

With  regard  to  what  has  been  said 
of  Graditaics  of  this  UniverBitj  having 
been  foniid  dt  ficirnf  in  [iractiral  know- 
ledge of  phannacy,  wIku  examined  in 
Londou,<^withottt  attaehing  any  weight 
to  what  has  been  urged  on  us  by  several 
Graduates,  viz.  fliMt  stu-b  examination*: 
have  been  untairly  conducted,  and 
without  even  laying  any  stress  on  the 
tact  just  stated,  that  the  competency  of 
the  TMlinbnryh  Graduates  and  I.iccn- 
ccutiatcs  to  dispense  medicines  in  proved 
bjjr  the  experience  of  their  habitual  prac- 
tice in  Scotland  and  in  the  Colonies, 
and  in  England  prior  ((•  1815, — T  would 
merely  beg  you  to  obsrrvr,  that  this 
University  have  expressed  their  willing, 
ness  to  concur  in  an  enactment  impos- 
ing on  all  their  Graduates  who  may 
propose  to  act  as  ornoral  prncfitioners, 
and  who  may  not  have  been  ljulntuated 
to  the  dispensing  of  medicines  by  ap- 

f>rcuticcship,  the  obKgation  of  serving 
or  six  months  in  a  laboratory,  to  acfjuire 
practical  aci|uaintance  with  this  part  of 
their  dutjr;  and  from  thn  provision, 
coupled  wiUi  the  knowledge  ef  cbeniis. 
try,  hf>t;n!V,  and  matorin  inedica,  which 
is  required  of  them  b;^'  regulations  and 
enforced  hj  examination,  it  appears  to 
me  that  Ae  nul^e  will  hare  as  ample 
sectrrif^'  on  this  point  a«>  ran  possibly  be 
dcMrcd. — 1  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  renr  olirdii-nt  servant. 

W.  P.  Alison,  M.D. 
ProfeMor  of  tlie  lu«Ulutc»  of  Mcdictoc. 


DEFENCE  or  the  APOTHECARIES* 
COMPANY; 

IN  ttSPLY  TO  MAXILLA  INFERtOU. 


To  (he  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 
Sia, 

As  von  have  inserted  in  vour  columns 
the  Jucubrafions  of  Maxilla  Inferior,  I 
hope  you  will  permit  me,  through  the 
same  channel,  to  reply  to  the  ODSerra- 
tions  of  that  writer  contained  in  jrour 
last  iinnihrr. 

Maxilla  inlcrior  asks,  ^hat  it  is 
which  Scotch  professors,  puiiils,  and 
graduates  iVi  e««e  and  in  pogse^  have  been 
petitionin«7  the  h  j^-jslature  for?  Surely 
this  sagacious  writer  might  easily  have 
suimised  why  there  has  been  such  au 
unanimity  of  feelingamongst  those  vari- 
ous ranks  in  Alx  rdcen,  Glasgow,  and 
Ediuburgli.  i'nmi  the  almost  exclusive 
advantag-es  to  the  Scotch  schools,  con- 
tained m  the  Bill  now  before  Parlia- 
ment for  tlie  aniciuhnent  of  the  Apothe- 
caries' Act,  we  may  fairly  .snpjtose  the 
cause  to  be,  that  the  above  universities 
have  already  overstocked  with  dieir 
«jrraduate«  every  place  open  to  them  by 
the  exisrintr  law.  The  whole  of  Soot- 
land  swarms  with  tiitm — our  array  and 
navy  lists  can  boast  a  |foodly  show  of 
them,  and  the  physicians  throughout 
l'j)H;im),  the  metropolis  excepted,  are 
alnjusi  entirely  graduates  of  tne  Scotch 
schools.  It  therefore  became  neeessarr 
that  some  new  plan  should  be  devised, 
to  provide  for — some  nrw  nutlet  be 
found,  to  let  otf— this  snpcrtluous  abun- 
dance of  medical  practitioners ;  and  to 
Sc4>tch  second^signt  the  Goahen  of 
Enjrland  prese  nted  itself  open  to  the 
brilliant  experiment  of  physician -apo- 
thecaries, and  surgeou-apotliecanes, 
having  received  their  elementary  educa- 
tion b<  fiind  a  (linyi^ist's  e<mntcr.  Should 
not  ihc  s(  b 'inc  succeed,  professors,  from 
the  glut  iu  the  market,  must  cease  to 
have  pu]iils,  at  least  in  the  present 
lucrative  numbers,  and  pupils  and  gra- 
duates in  ease  and  in  possCy  must  run  the 
risk  of  feeding  upon  their  own  medical 
attainments.  Besides,  there  is  an  addi- 
tional advantage  in  favour  of  the 
Seoteh  universities,  slionld  tlie  pre^ 
sent  Apothecaries'  Bill  pass  into  a  law; 
lor  as  the  fees  in  the  Scotch  univcrsi* 
ties  for  lectures  and  diplomas  arc  lower, 
and  the  cost  ofliving  less,  in  the  Qoiatbeca 
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cities  than  in  London,  and  ts  the  di-  rendeied  a  tcientific  one  hy 

plonias  enable  their  pos??r<8^ors  to  qncntiv  attcnfling"  lectiirrs  upon  the 
iirHCtise  as  apothecaries  in  Kn^land  and  principles  and  practice  of  medicine. 
Wales,  so  it  follows,  of  course,  the  lec-  That  the  Apothecaries'  Company-  totik  a 
ture-rooms  and  hospitals  of  London  will  toimd  view  of  the  matter,  the  result  has 
be  deserted  bv  the  Enjiflisb  piuiils  for  pmred ;  and  the  ])nK'titionei"s  ]l^n^ti>irl<r 
those  of  Aberdleen,  tiiasgow,  and  Edin-  undrrtbeir  license  may  without  risk  court 
bur^b.  Why  need  we  seek  for  oilier  iuijutry  a&  to  their  respectabiliur,  pro- 
rootiree  than  these  to  aoeoant  fyt  the  fessionally  considered.  And  I  think, 
anxiety  of  the  Scotch  profesiois  that  the  before  any  alteration  be  made  in  the 
present  Bill  should  pass?  l;j\v,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Scotch  prac- 
I  heg  now  to  reply  to  Maxilla  In-  utioucn»  at  the  expense  of  the  Eniflish, 
ferioi^B  law  opinion  as  to  what  the  soeh  inquiry  shonid  he  estahlishea.  It 
Scotch  ^duates  do  now  possess.  If  ought  to  be  ascertatiied  wh^her  tbv 
Maxilla  Inferior  be  ef»mct,  that  a  En^^lish  practitioners  are,  or  are  not, 
Scotch  surgeon  can  now  act  as  a  gene-  worthy  oi  the  public  confidence;  and  it 
tal  practitioner  in  London,  by  the  easy  ought  to  he  clearly  demonstrated  that 
sohterivgfe  of  haiin^  his  prescriptions  the  pnUic  would  henefit  by  the  diang^e. 
inade  up  at  a  cheraist^s,  v^hy  ire  the  The  reverse  of  the  litter  pfum  I  honesUjr 
Scotch  professors,  pupils,  and  g^radimtes,  believe  would  prove  to  be  tlie  ca<;e.  For, 
so  auMout^  for  the  enactment  of  the  instead  of  the  valuable  instructions  of  a 
Bill?  But  I  believe  he  is  aware  that  fiveyears'apprentweship,  the  preparatory 
such  right  does  not  exist,  and  cannot  education  of  a  few  montlis  employed  ia 
be  exercised  except  hy  stealthy  manage-  the  dispensing  of  medicine  in  a  dniff- 
mcnt.  For  proof  of  this  I  would  refer  gist's  shop,  is  one  of  the  quaiiiicauoiu 
hun  to  the  issue  of  the  trial  of  the  Col-  substitntea.  Nor  is  the  suMequent  le- 
l^e  of  Physicians  vertut  Dr.  Hairison,  quirement  of  nwdica]  lectures  and  exa.- 
in  wliich  a  verdict  was  given  in  the  niinafinn  any  ass»irancc  that  the  public 
Doctor's  favour,  only  on  the  plea  ad-  would  not  by  these  means  have  to  suffer 
vanoed,  that  he  had  prescribed  as  a  sur-  liom  makilnil  practitionen;  as  we  all 
geon  in  a  surgfical  complaint.  Alex*  well  know  that  an  examination  may  be 
ander  Mackintosh,  surgeon,  with  an  pas«ied  through  brilliantly  by  dint  of 
Edinbunrh  diploma,  in  the  hypothetical  p^riudiug,  without  the  examined  posscss- 
case  of  Maxilla  Inferior,  would  be  in  a  ing  any  substantial  practical  knowledge, 
similar  predicament,  and  could  only  es-  -A^sin,  hy  what  means  are  proeecntions 
cape  the  Colle^^e  in  a  similar  way.  But  protective  of  the  public  a^'ainst  quacks 
even  this  would  not  avail  him;  forifMr.  to  he  carried  on  ?  Is  it  fo  be  presumed 
Willcock  be  right  in  his  law,  who  states,  that  the  Scotch  universities  u  iil  extend 
at  page  <yi  of  his  work  "  On  the  I^ws  their  care  to  England  and  Wales,  and 
relating  to  the  Medical  Profession,"  spendthe  money  which  this  Bill,  if  enact- 
that  none  can  ^practise  surjj  erv  in  Lon-  cd,  will  pour  into  tlieir  coffers,  to  protect 
don  until  examined  and  adnatted  by  the  Uie  English  public.^ — Can  any  one  be> 
Colleffe  of  Surgeons,  then  the  supposed  liere  that  sncn  will  be  the  case?  Cais 
Mr.  Alexander  Mackintosh  would  be  the  Apothecaries*  Company  do  so  when 
amenable  to  tlie  said  College  for  pre-  their  funds  are  dried  up  ?  for  let  London 
suming  to  practise  without  their  license,  ekoeciallyi  and  England  generally,  con- 
Maxilla  Inferioracknowledgesthatthe  siaer,  that  if  this  Bill  should  pass,  the 
present  Apotheciuies*  Act  has  effiscted  medical  schools  of  our  metropolis  wUl 
much  good,  and  merits  the  encomiums  die  away — the  hospitals  will  be  deserted, 
which  Uie  profession  generally  has  be-  not  only  by  the  pupils,  but  probably  by 
■towed  upon  it.  Why  then  virtually  the  present  talented  professional  officers, 
annihilate  it  ?  The  Act  has  done  muds  who  wUl  lose  the  remuneration  for  their 
p-n  (I,  liv  cnforcinpf  n  strntly  htk!  services  wliieb  pu})ilagc  HfTords ;  nnrl 
elticieut  mode  of  medical  c(iucation,  m  the  Ltnulon  C'cdiege  of"  Surgeons  and 
wisely  insisting  upon  a  live  years'  ap>  Company  of  Apothecaries,  which  have 
prenticeship  to  a  regular  practitioner,  each  so  much  raised  the  standard  of 
during  which  a  young  man  daily  com-  professional  information,  will  cease  tO 
pounds,  dispenses,  nun  watches  the  ope-  exist  for  any  useful  pur]>o».e. 
ration  of  various  medicines,  and  obtains  Permit  me  next  to  notice  Maxilla  Infe- 
hy  the  continued  insCmetioD  of  his  mas-  rioi'sobjectionsto  theworktn^of  the  Apo- 
Icr  a  general  knowledge  of  disettes,  thecaries'  Act  as  to  the  Lattn  examina- 
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tioili,  which  he  nug^f^csts  should  take 
place  at  the  end  of  the  apprenticeship ; 
and  why?  in  order  that  the  pupil  maY- 
not  be  tronUed  to  occupy  hiniBelf  wito 
hie,  hctc,  Aor,"  during  his  courses  of 
ItM-ttir'^^  Bdt  '^Tip'l^'  ^  pupil,  knowing 
the  uaiure  of  hia  Uual  examination,  will 
not  defer  bis  classical  studies  to  this 
])( ri  id ;  and  it  happens  that  the  time 
m  Ijch  it  i-^  itrcessary  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther he  be  qualified  in  this  particu- 
lar, is  when  Latin  reading  is  likeij  to  be 
nseAil  to  him^at  the  time  when  he  is  to 
commence  practlct-  for  himself.  T  can 
see  no  rt*asniial)lr  ground  of  objection  in 
this  particular,  unless  it  he,  that  the 
Company,  who  voluntarily  have  made 
rcspectaf)I«?  classiral  attainment  one 
rule  of  litnv<^s  for  the  ]irr»fession,  ar»^  nnt 
tu  be  trusted  to  continue  it,  witiiuut 
adding  a  clause  in  the  Act  to  force  ^em 
to  do  so.  Let  any  reasonable  man  lo<»k 
at  tlif*  rt-quiretnents  of  tin'  Apothecaries' 
Cutnpany  for  examination,  as  set  down 
at  page  16  of  Tolimie  vii.  Medical  Gm- 
seette,  and  saj  whether  they  arc  not 
ample  to  scnirr  sontid  medical  and  suf- 
ficient classical  kuowledjgfe  Then  why 
dian<rt  ?  Maxilla  Infenor^s  reason,  that 
"  a  good  house  ndniits  of  improvement, 
and  iti  the  lajMiC  of  years  requires  re- 
pair,*' Lit  nut  satisfactory.  Let  him  re- 
member the  old  adage,  hi  wtll  mlone." 
He  who  is  fastidious  enongb  to  be  al- 
ways  alteriny^  a  good  hoiisf  nfrfMi  spoils 
it;  nor  are  there  many  good  bouses  of 
eighteen  yeats  old,  the  age  of  that  ex- 
cellent stnicture  the  Apothecaries*  Act, 
which  require  repair  as  extensive  as 
that  proposed  for  the  Apothecaries'  Act 
in  the  present  Bill, — wliich  amounts  to 
pulling  the  house  down  to  the  basement 
slorv.  That  I  may  not  appear  to  be 
"irai.sing  myself  in  tlie  romniendations  I 
luvc  bestowed  on  tin-  iiu  iubcr!*  of  the 
Apothecaries*  Company,  I  beff  to  say 
tiiut  1  am  notja  licentiate  of  that  body, 
altliou^h 

A  Country  Medical  Practitioner. 
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CLAIMS  OF  Ef>  IN  BURGH 
To  tke  Editor  of  tko  Modieal  Gazette, 

8lR, 

NoTWITRSTAHmwn  that  you  seem  so 
mitrb  in  arrear  with  your  correspondents, 
1  mui-t  troable  you  with  one  remark. 


in  eoiTectloii  of  a  statement  which  ap- 

Sears  in  your  leading*  article  for  this 
ay.  It  is  there  argued  against  the 
claims  of  the  Edinburgh  Coli^j;e  of 
Surgeons,  that  the  diplomatist  of  that 
corpnmtion  is  ecrtifieo  to  be  onlv  "  ad 
arttim  CiiiRLRGiCAM  exei'cendum  quum 
maximie  pamtutJ'*  Now,  I  transcribe 
the  following  words  from  an  Edinburgh 
diploma,  which  is  IviiiL'"  op»  ?i  !)(  rf»re 
me: — "  Uisce  Uteri*  testatum  volumus 
vtrvm  ingenioemi^'-'exmmni  tese  tuhje^ 
cisse^  et  ^utfstionihtudereiiueanmtomieief 
chirnrgtcis,  et  PHARMACr t  rir  i<  ri  pro- 
positiSy  respotua  satis  apta  et  ducta  pub^ 
lice  reddiaisse.*^  Surely,  sir,  these  ex- 
pressions, coupled  with  the  well-known 
re<;-ulation  f!< m  tTidini^  tliat  eajidldates 
for  the  iMlitiburgh  diploma  shall  ]>ro_ 
duce  certi'ieates  of  attendance  ou  lull 
courses  of  theoiT  and  practice  of  medi* 
cine,  will  sati^fv  any  calm  and  candid 
reasoner  that  the  Kdiiiburirh  College 
has  framed  its  laws,  and  noliucthcicntly, 
with  a  view  to  the  providing  of  Scotland, 
not  merely  with  stirgeons^  but  with 
thorough  -  bred  general  practitioners. 
This  fact  ought  not  to  be  lost  sight  of 
for  a  moment,  while  the  qu^ion  as  to 
the  expediency  of  a  free  medical  prac- 
tice between  North  and  South  Britain 
is  being  agitated.  The  exclusion  of  the 
London  College  of  Surgeons  cannot  be 
wondered  at,  while  that  body  confines 
its  examinations  to  anatomy  and  sur- 
gery.— I  remain,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

*. 

[It  appears  by  our  correspondent's 
own  shewing  that  the  difference  between 
the  Kdinburgh  and  London  College  of 
Surg'eons  is,  that  the  former  examines 
in  uharmacy,  and  the  latter  does  not ; — 
and  yet  he  regards  this  as  a  sufficient 
rea«;on  for  admitting  the  nicnibers  of  the 
one,  and  rejecting  those  of  the  other. 
Pharmacy  is  but  one  branch,  aud  though 
a  necessary,  yet  a  very  inferior  ^rade  of 
medical  science.  Every  chemist  and 
druggist  knows  \m\rv  de  rebus  pharma' 
ceuticis  than  most  physicians,  surgeons, 
or  general  practitioners  ;  and  if  aknow* 
ledge  of  pharniac  v  is  evi<ienee  of  a  man 
being  fit  to  practise  medicine,  then,  of 
course,  chemists  and  drujftfists  ought  to 
be  allowed  to  do  so.  We  repeat,  the 
members  of  the  Edinhnr^'^h  College  of 
Surgeons  cannot  be  admitted  as  general 
practitioners  in  England,  unless  ue  pri* 
vilege  be  extended  to  those  of  the  loiu 
don  College.— £o,  Oai.] 
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ANALYSES  amd  NOTICESof  BOOKS. 


*  h^AnUm  •«  ta*  i  alloDger  e*  qnc  1«  lecUw  •* 

tut  it  aMf  Cf."— O'AUIMVBRT. 

Skddies  from  the  Cast-hook,  to  illus- 
trate t/if  Lnfnence  of  the  Mind  on 
the  Hudy-y  uith  the  Treatment  of 
$em€  the  more  imporiant  Brain 
mnd  S'errous  Disturbances  uhuh 
ariite  fr^nm  this  influence.  By  11. 
I'LETCiiER,  Esq.,  Sur/^toii  to  the 
Gloiieester  Generiil  Hospital,  Sec. 

TaSKS  is  luucli  iit  the  stvle  as  well  as 
the  subject  of  ^is  Toltinie  Vliidi  makes 
it  a  novelty  atnoni;  medical  publications. 
That  it  is  a  nirrlical  work  we  would 
fain  believe,  inmi  the  mention  of  "  case* 
book,"  and  **  treatiaenC  ^  brain 
and  nervous  disturbances,'*  in  tbe  tiUe> 
pa^c ;  but  truth  tn  h^v,  -lAt  r  re  siling-  it 
through,  we  must  prunouiuc  it  tu  be  a 
produetion  almost  tui  aeneri*  :  and  as 
regards  medicine—**  throw  pbTsie  to 
the  dojrs,"  would  seem  to  he  tfte  au- 
thor's motto.  When  Macbetli  says  to 
hh  physician,  "  Canst  thou  not  minister 
to  a  mind  diseased — ^Flnck  from  the  me- 
mory a  rooted  sorrow  ?"  &:c.,  the  phy- 
sician doubtingly  rc*plies,  "  Therein 
the  patient  must  minister  to  himself." 
Now  Mr.  FletcherV  object  is  to  shew 
where f"/  tlit-  patient  may  so  intnister; 
ntifl,  in  hrii  f,  his  method  is — to  cngaflK 
the  patient  tu  take  to  compositiox.  Is 
an  J  one  afflicted  with  real  or  imaginary 
woes— with  blasted  hopes — disappoint- 
ed lf>vr — jciilousv — orany  <ither distract- 
ing' passion,  let  iiini  take  up  his  pen  and 
write  ;  compose,  and  be  composed. 

What  claim  Mr.  Fletcher  may  have  to 
the  inrentii'ii  of  this  medicina  animtrwc 
shall  not  stay  to  decide ;  we  recollect, 
however,  having  met  somewhere  in  the 
works  or  the  poets  certain  laments,  and 
monodies,  ana  stanzas,  on  the  deaths  of 
belovefl  wires,  and  nii'»tresses,  and  chil- 
dren J  but  Mr.F.  certainl  V  seems  entitled 
to  tibe  merit  of  recommending  "  composi- 
tion*'  with  the  greatest  latitude  that 
we  have  hitherto  ob'^t  nrd.  Sntentes 
tolentes^  his  patients  with  troubleil 
minds,  tttdocfi^  doctique,  must  sit  down 
to  their  writing-tables;  or,  if  they 
lahnnr  tinder  a  want  of  stiffictrnt 
coin{K)sure,  or  a  lack  of  ideas,  ramble 
into  the  open  air,— always  with  their 
pencils  ana  note-books  in  their  hands. 
What  hind  of  oomposition  be  would  ad. 
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\  i^c,  the  aulhur  dors  not  exactly  &a.  v  ? 
poetry  perhaps,  or  poetical  pmse  ;    C%  c? 
should  presuuie  the  latter,  judging-  frtpwrm 
the  style  of  the  volnme  before  us.  But, 
to  be  sure,  it  is    ik*   affair   of  oiaerm 
what  the  poor  suflVr.  rs  write :  let  thoir 
publishers  look  to  that  —  tlie  editors 
of  magazines  and^  newspapen  mone 
especiuly— for  theiis  is  the  proTinc^ 
threatened  with  inrasion.  Medicine, 
we  hope,  is  safe. 

We  j)roceed  to  lay  an  extract  or  two 
before  the  leader,  by  which  he  v\ill  h<? 
enableil  to  sec  him  priTtttly  Mr- 
Fletcher  contrives  to  blend  preee[»t  and 
example  together.  Some  of  the  luxu- 
rianoes  of  the  following  passage  we  are 
obliged  to  omit,  in  our  economy  of 
space. 

Header,  if  thou  art  one  of  those 
numerous  childicn  of  misAwtune,  m. 
part  of  til  at  daik  mass  of  nmay^ 

which  iiviTshadows,  and  .ittiresin  mourn- 
ing the  lair  face  oi  the  earth,  rise  earlv  y 
for  bed,  in  thy  waking  hour,  will  oe 
the  eradieef  thp  leoe,  and  not  the  place 
for  thy  repose. 

"  There  may  come  periods  whoti  the 
memory  of  thy  misfortunes,  or  th^- 
broken  and  blighted  affections,  of  their 
lost  and  once  precious  endearments, 
A\  ill  find  thee  om^,— probably  on  thy 
pillow.  Header,  lose  no  timr,  il"  thou 
Taluest  health,  and  abore  all,  Uiy  rea- 
son ;  rise  instantly,  and  to  work,  or  take 
thy  ski  t(  h  ami  note-books,  and  s,  ok  at 
day-break  that  cheering  light  uhich 
awakens  hope,  soothes  to  peace,  and 
heals,  at  least  for  a  while,  the  broken 
heart. 

"  Go,  seek  some  elevated  spot,  en- 
deared by  loved  an<l  early  recollections, 
now  indeed  fadins'  away,  and  there 
await  the  ylortf  which  is  coming,  and 
with  it  a  certain  consolation  for  tliv  bit- 
terest moments ;  —  there  tliy  frame, 
though  withered  by  the  blasts  of  a  life 
of  misery,  shall  be  refreshed,  and  thy 
sonl  reaiiiiuntcd  %vith  hope,  long  since 
a  stranger  to  tiiy  bosoui.  Turn  thine 
eye  eastward,  and  watch  the  first  ap- 
proach of  the  beautiful  morning  light, 
as  it  breaks  over  thy  native  hills,  and 
trembles  on  their  tops;  observe  llie 
light  clouds  ns  they  skim  along  the 
grey  ▼ault  of  heaven,  and  feel  then  the 
subiimo  and  beautiful  notions  thus 
ielded,  of  inmien.se  distance,  of  worlds 
eyond,  and  of  a  mighty  power! 
"  These  liffht  and  feathery  menenfere^ 
borne  by  the  penile  ttnd  aimatt  nouelefi 
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breeze,  eewteiremhiing  among  the  tree*^  perishable  character  of  all  earthl  v  •■fran. 

precede  and  annoniicc  the  siient^  imme-  uciir!    But  this  almost  royal  abode  is 

tliate^  and  mayinficent  appri  c'  h  of  the  no  place  for  lueiaucboiy,  or  grave  re- 

orb  of  day.    Nearest  the  da\*u,  heavv  Sections. 

naaaes  oi'  ffrcy  clottds  are  seen  to  blusn  _  The  eye  qoitledthe  ancient  pile  and 
deep  red,  and  soon  the  H  bo  I  fliiu  anient  its  remint«c0iuw«,  and  turned  towards  a 
glows  with  a  rich  p(»lden  li  lit,  which  innn*  cheerini»-  yw\s' \— the  rjlnrious  lU' 
toiichiitg  witli  brilliant  lustre  the  muun-  minary  of  day^  with  the  fresh  gale  of 
tain's  brow,  Icavesits  sides  and  the  val-  autumn^  slowly  dispersing  tkemiti from 
ley  ^  y^t  clothed  in  deep  and  misty  the  hold  and  proud  forms  <f  (he  oah, 
hliiidou  .  Olisrrvc,  now,  the  momiug  and  groups  of  the  tall  and  aqid  fii\  as 
breeze^  and  these  splendid  rays^  roll  theg  were  sjtread  in  masses  oj  majestic 
away  the  wreathy  vapours  from  the  toll  grandeur  over  the  wide  hoeom  of  the 
ehn  'sy  touch  with  diamond  brightnees  the  parh,  S(»on  the  breeze  and  the  sun  to. 
deliciaus  fjrecti  of  their  elegant  fops,  jjrthfT,  rolled  away  the  nu)rTnTti»"  f{»j»f 
reeking  with  deu  y  frcihnesis.  Sec,  iu  Ironi  aiiotiicr  interesting;' object — thcun- 
aiiQtber  direction,  liie  increasing;  beat  rivalled  and  far-famed  kennel  iu  tbc 
and  breeze  sweep  away  the  to^,  and  distance.  Taste  varies.  A  stroller, 
then  slowly  revi  al  tin-  cahii  uni»r(  fend-  w  itii  fnldinl  anus,  leanin«f  m\  the  para- 
ing"  iM-antics  of  tht'  distant  Inndscajtr,  pet,  mi^-ht  iidw  hr  seen  tnniiiii,'-  his  car 
the  b/entmg  lamb,  or  lowing  cattle,  U>  this  building.  He  is  silently  liswmn^ 
uarkia^  the  ^reen  banks  of  a  clear  to  the  cheering  note  of  the  eager  fox- 
stream  winding  tbrongb  tbc  plain,  and  bound,  ai>  it  is  borne  on  the  gale,  and 
bearing"  on  hsf/uiet  bosdin  n  fit  fir  hnrh  !  soon  v\ill  he  he  of  that  happif  rnimher, 
Header,  its  Hitting  satl,  somettmcji  herej  v\  ho  iii  llie  rear  of  these  gallant  dogs, 
eametimet  there,  and  nam  hut  for  ever,  shall  give  the  last  hrilliant  touches  of 
ii  an  emblem  of  Itfe ;  and  SBOuld  re-  scarlet  to  the  rich  and  glowing  tonee  of 
mind  thee  of  the  approaching,  and,  pcr>  the  autumnal  laiidsenpr. 
baps,  sudden  tcrmiuatiuu,  of  thy  eartbljr  '*  The  guest  crossed  the  castle  court 
Woes !"                _     ^  and  enteral  the  park.   The  morning 

The  d(  ])t]i,  originalitjr,  and  pathos,  breeze  blew  kindly  in  his  fiice,  and 

of  this  concluding   apostrophe,  must  freshened  u  it)i  t.>Tii|)ornry  vl'j-'  nr  a  Ian- 

Strike  every  reader.  guidaud  faiiiug  Iraiite.    Hitherto,  even 

Butwemust give oncof  the*' Sketches.*'  unto  him,  all  was  brilliant  and  full  of 

The  following  ii  the  first  in  the  hook,  hope;  and  hiippiness,  for  a  day,  was  ap. 

and  a  nin'^nifirent  one  it  mn^t  he  allou cd  prirently  within  his  reach,    tiutu  hnt 

tt>  he,  to  iK'giii  with.    How  unlike  the  can  ensure  it  for  a  intnneut    in  this 

vulgar  form  commonly  observed  in  me-  world  P    A  single  thought  stole  cruelly 

dical cases! —  into  memory,  and  poisoned  the  cup 

"  Aguest,inaii<»bleeastle,Iii  whoselialls  already  at  the  lip  ; — in  an  instant,  plea- 
reigns  [reitrn]magniticence  and  prinerly  sure  and  Iiojh- \  anisherl  together, — and 
buspitaliiv,  was  intently  ubsertiug,  una  nut  a  \estigt*  of  the  boundless  beauties 
fine  October  morning,  the  various  pre-  .around  him  mnained.  The  double  $hot 
parations  for  a  hap]>y  day.  Examples  '  mark^^  \T\  the  last  whirr  and  note  of 
of  the  best  and  most  generous  hlnnd  in  the  most  heantiful  tenant  of  tiie  English 
the  kingdom  were  keenly  engaged  in  forest,  were  unheard,  or  if  heard,  uniio- 
variom*  ohjicts  of  inte^i^f  some  in  ticed;  the  cry  of  the  Ibx-hound  was 
lolling  over  a  magnificent  breakfast^  mouniful  ;  a  dark  and  gloomy  mantle 
and  vn,  aking  rajiturously  of  no  com-  overspread  the  once  bright  lantlscape. 
mun  Ueeds  soon  to  come.  Others,prc-  ***  What  is  the  matter,'  said  a  friend, 
parine  their  gims,  or  strolling  about  *  are  you  ill  ?  How  changed  yon  look.* 
tbc  (hmiain,  were  gazing  at  the  Jlne  The  rejply  was  short,  fir  th'^  heart  of 
effect  <f  the  mnrnittff  suit,  nx  its  rays  the  snnerer  was  full.  The  friend  passed 
glistened  in  summer  waniilh  among  the  on — the  gut. si  fi  ll  he  wasi  iil — thai  tbc 
polished  it' yy  which  embraced  the  ancient  change  was  great;  and  the  whole  was 
twrrete  <{/  the  caetie.  These,  by  their  but  a  moment's  work  of  the  mind  of 
pensive  pf»>iti. were  prohaldy  gather-  man. 

\ngup  iH  memory  the  melancholy  but  "  The  tbouglit  w  Jiich  worked  this  mis. 

precious  associations  withdAy»  that  were  chief  was  a  frc<jueiit  visiutr  to  the  brain 

gone,  and  drawing  painful  conclusions  of  the  individual  in  question.    Rut  of 

on  the  uncertainty  of  human  life,  and  late,  unsparing  and  repeated  blows  bad 
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made  it  sore  and  rebellious.    PdiiB  in  MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

the  head  succeeded  to  the  last  visit  nar-  cp-#„-^«.,  «»  ifns 

rated  above,  and  it  Ava.  years  before  tlie  Saiurdai;,  June  22, 1838. 

derail iremeiits  of  the  health,  the  effect* 

of  these  mental  irritations,  were  cren  ''  J  '^^'  -      ;  "  '  '  "  '"f  ^^'p"";;;*'" 

partially  removed.  pubMcumrit.  dIceadlpwIeiilttiBM-ftcttift.- 
'Mf  was  not  long^  after  the  park  scene  Cicamo* 
already  narrated,  that  the  same  indivi-   

dnal,  wbo  harin^  as  usual  dwelt  upon  a  oiwurr  aptpq.  hit  t 

his  sorrows  in  bed,  rushed  from  it  in  AMENDED  APOl HEC ARIES' BILI- 

su(  li  a  ])itial)lo  st?it»>  of  irritalnlit y  from  Xhe  Bill,  which  at  present  OCCnpies  so 

long  sudcriiig,  disy^ust,  mental  anguish,  ^  ^i^^^^     attention  in  the  medical 

S^n'rt'&'biS^rt.JSS  •.rH,  ha,  been  eo«™i„e.,   an,,  is  e.. 

an  unkind      ,  nr  tlx-  sound  r'f  an  tm-  peeled  to  be  discussed  on  Monday  nt  xt. 

friendly  foot-iall,  exquisitely  open  to  It «  as  stated  by  Mr.  Lamb      t!if  second 

every  trifling  injury,  and  yet  receiving  readiiiir)  that  he  had  coraiuuui .  i  1  u  itli 

mental  wounds  nom  all  quarters.    FQu.  ^     ui*   u  r     -  >     .  i 

ujcuMM  «TvwH  » «v        ^              1  «.  various  numjc  bodies  luttresttil  m  the 

PrtMiftM.]    The  breakfast -room,  filled  .    *      ,   ,  ,         i  * 

with  the  most  prpcioiis  remains  of  art,  question,  and  that  several  amenUments 

now  no  longer  .seen,  to  him  had  all  the  had  been  agreed  upon, 

sad  and  gloomy  air  of  «  iepuUwre  ;  the  We  I  i^t  week  expressed  our  belief  that 

singing  of  the  urn.  so  cheering  to  the  ^^^^j^  ^  j,.^^^ 

happy,  was  tho  hissmer  of  the  snake;  •  , .  , 

the  food  had  the  bittcruess  of  gall,  and  it  at  the  nature  of  the  changes  which  were 

was  certainly  a  mere  cammlttf  whether  likdy  to  be  made  in  the  Act.  We  have 

be  employed  the  knife  iiit(  Tided  to  cut  it,  ascertained  what  these  ave  to  he^-nt 

in  more  way^  than  one.    But  a  soft  and  j         ^    ^      ^  hereha?ebeen  M 

gentle  voice  struck  his  ear.   On  turning,  ,        .   . 

he  beheld  his  beloved  daughter.  *Papa,I  tosupposewottldbeconcededtothem,«nd 

have  been  copying  this  morning  for  you.  Introduced  as  clauses,  prior  to  the  Bill 

docs  it  please  vou  ?'  (•fferin'r  the  fruit  being  laid  before  the  Committee  of  tbo 

ofher  moniinsrs  industry   «  itli  a  deep  ^^^^ 

tone  ol  tenderness  and  look  ot  aticctioal  ,         j  i.   a  — 

ManUaMtranffeanimul!   InaninsUnt  changmg  and  hesitation,  and,  «ppa. 

the  6re  burnt  brio  liter,  the  sun  shone  rently,  such  an  entire  ignorance  of  the 

M  itli  unusual  s|(lendour  through  the  an-  bearings  of  the  question,  where  they 

cicat  .stained  glass,  the  tea-kettle  [urn  ?]  1,,^^.^  1,^^^  ^^st  thoroughly 

occupied  the  dwcllifiL--  plice  of  mi«4erv' !"  fested  to  legislate  tiTxf  and  inquire  aller- 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  wards — so  much  intriguing  and  private 

specimens  that  Mr.  Fletcher's  Yolume  infl„e„ce,  and  so  great  an  exertion  made 

is  one  of  no  common  descnption.    In-  Colleges  to 

deed  we  Ivix  n-  not  when  we  pcnised  a  '"^  ci^t:n«» ,  i  ^  ^ 

work  that  (  xeited  in  us  snvh  a  singular  have  their  Bill  carried  through  m  all  its 

degree  of  interest.    It  u  truly  a  pneno-  integniy — iliui  a>   shall  not  feel  satisfied 

menon  in  medical  literature*:  but  as  it  that  there  is  no  jt*gglery  intended  until 

is  not  encumbered  with  "^'l^^y"^^^^^^^^  Uie  BiU  be  actuaUy  carried,  or  at  least 

knouh  dgc,  or  at  least  medical  techiii-  ,             ^       .      •  *  j  -av 

calitics  —  if  we  except  some  curious  tiB  we  shall  have  seen  it  printed  witH 

phrases,  which  we  hesitate  to  call  medi.  its  promised  impioTcments. 

cal,  such  as  "mental  indigestion,  "  The  gmtt  bone  of  contention  regudf 

"  mental  h.-j>r,ehondr..v,s;'  *^e^-"  «  diplomatists  in  sufgery.  The 

vcrv  well  calculated  to  have  an  exten-  ^  ,\         .  .  ' 

sive  circulation  among  the  author's  na.  English  CoUege  does   not  posses^ 

ttents,  and  to  carr^'  nis  fame  far  he-  and  does  not  aspire  to,  the  pnruege 

yond  the  narrow  limits  of  the  medical  granting  licenses  to  general  prac< 

World.  Ij^j        parties  know,  and  feel,  that 

the  moment  they  did  so,  they  would 
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beeone  a  College  of  Apothecaries; 
and  tboogh  there  be  three  or  four  in 
the  Couneil  who  openly  profess  their 
pieferenoe  of  a  meaaore  whieh  would 
necessarily  kad  to  thk  result,  yet  the 
najoritj  (and  it  is  a  laig«  one)  desire  to 
retain  the  higher  gfround  which  they  at 
present  occupy.  Such  being  the  ease, 
the  question  as  regards  the  proposed  Act 
is,  whether  a  privile<^e  is  to  hv  fnrced 
upon  the  gf^nllcmcn  of  LincolnVlnn 
Fields  whieh  tlx  y  do  not  covet;  or  a 
jurisdiction  to  be  given  to  thr  FjVuu 
burg"h  and  Glasjjow  snrc^»'ons  over  tlie 
practice  in  Enjrland,  lu  which  the  London 
College  of  Surgeons  docs  not  participate  ? 
The  mode  of  obviating  this  palpable 
ineonststency  we  believe  will  be,  a 
prortsion  that  none  of  the  Colleges 
of  Suigeons  shall  have  the  power 
to  grant  licenses  to  practise  medicine, 
but  that  the  holden  of  their  diplomas 
shall  have  greater  facilities  than  hereto* 
ibre  of  obtaining  such  license.  For  ex- 
ample, that  they  shall  be  entitled  to  ex- 
amination at  Apothecaries'  Hall,  with  a 
view  to  becoming  general  practitioners, 
on  the  'frrnirth  of  their  diploma,  and 
that  sucli  cxaiaitiation  shall  not  he  ex- 
tended to  the  branches  on  which  tlie 
surgeons  idiiTid  !/tctr  test  of  qualification, 
viz.  anatomy,  lihysiology,  and  surgery. 
It  is  understood  that  certain  modifica- 
tions will  be  made  regarding  s<»nie  of  the 
branches  of  education  to  be  pursued 
fay  the  candidatea  for  sur^acal  diplomas, 
particularly  with  reference  to  attendance 
onmMfteo/in  addition  to  surgical  piac 
tice,  and  to  the  acquirement  of  a  fand- 
liaiity  with  pharmacentical  «i«i>ipBla- 
tions  in  the  laboratory  of  an  apothe- 
cary.  This  arrangemr  nt  it  behoFes  the 
I-nndon  College  of  Surgeons  to  cany 
into  eflV  et,  lu^i  only  on  the  broad  prin- 
ciple of  Its  utility,  hiij  as  a  mere  mat- 
ter of  policy,  in  order  that  their  diplo- 
matistf>  luuy  be  placed  on  the  sanjc  level 
with  regard  to  professional  acquii-ements 
as  iheii  rivals  of  iL.di]iburgh. 


With  regard  to  the  Scotch  graduates 
in  medicine,  they  are  to  be  entitled  to 
their  license  as  apothecaries  on  register^ 
ing  their  degrees  at  the  Hall  in  London; 
it  being  understood,  however,  that  a 
hnowledge  of  practical  pharmacy  has 
been  previously  attained  in  the  manner 
above  mentioned. 

Should  these  arrangements  be  carried 
into  effect,  the  most  objectionable  parts  of 
tlie  Apothecaries' Act  willhave  been  got  rid 
of,  and  both  they,  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  Scotch  Colleges  on  the  other,  will 
have  obtained  all  that  tlicy  are  entitled 
to,  or  can  reasonably  demand.  The  for- 
mer, we  have  reason  to  believe,  will  be 
perfectly  satisfied;  the  latter,  we  pre- 
sttme«  will  not. 

But  the  government  may  rest  assured 
that  if  more  be  conceded  than  we  have 
above  described,  the  discontent  whtcb 
will  be  excited  throughout  England — 
in  the  large,  respectable,  and  influential 
body  of  men  who  constitute  the4>resent 
race  of  general  prsctitioncm— will  be 
such  as  there  may  be  reason  to  regret 
having  excited.    Though  lulled  for  a 
time  into  a  false  security,  partly  by 
the  persuasion  tliat  nothing  so  unjust  as 
the  enactments  of  the  Scotch  Bill  would 
be  granted,  and    partly  by  the  trea- 
cherous deceptions  nl  the  pretended  {j;-uar- 
diau  of  their  iiiUicsLs,  yet  arc  they  at 
lengrth  rousing  themselves  from  theirapa- 
thy,  and  petitions  now,  at  the  eleventh 
hour,  are  beginning  to  be  forwarded 
irom  most  of  the  provincial  lowna. 
Should  the  Bill  not  prove  to  have  been 
modified  to  the  full  extent  we  have 
mentioned,  we  would  recommend  that 
no  time  be  lostin  tnnsmitting  petitions 
to  the  Upper  House :  it  will  then  be 
too  late  for  them  to  avail  with  the  Com- 
mens.    Indeed,  we  believe  but  little 
effort  would  be  required  to  havethe  Bill, 
as  originally  printed,  thrown  out  by 
tlic  Peers,  '^hntiM  it  ever  arrive  there. 
If  we  migiit  \  cuture  to  advise,  with  re- 
spect to  such  petitions^  wc  would  uige 
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the  ]>io])ni  fy,  as  well  a«  ]iulicy,  of 
Rvoidiiit^  rt  criiuii»»tit»u  ;  mul  wc  do  tbis 
the  rather,  from  observing  that  th« 
petition  of  the  Committee  of  the  "  As- 
sociated General  Practitioners,"  which 
we  inserted  last  week,  is  unjusih  and 
apleneticallj  aevere  in  reference  to  the 
Rjstem  of  medical  edacation  in  Scotland. 

We  have  given  a  vanety  of  doeu- 
menta  and  correspondence,  in  our  pre- 
aent  number,  on  the  subject  under  dts- 
cnssion ;  but  of  these,  die  only  one  to 
which  we  deem  it  necessary  to  refer  par- 
ticularly is  tlie  letter  of  the  learned  Pro- 
fessor of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  in 
£<linburgb.  Dr.  Alison  does,  and  there 
foie  otliers  may,  mistake  our  opinions 
on  several  c?5«;eTitial  point**. 

It  does  not  I'ollou,  l)(  (  ;iu^«('  wc  have 
Irnt  our  feeble  aid  in  siijijn  n  r»t  the 
Sfii  irM  of  Apothecaries,  ay-am.^t  .i  mea- 
sure nlileh  would  Ik."  so  injurious  to  the 
interestsi  uf  the  general  practitioners  in 
England   as  this  Scotch    Bill  —  we 
»ay  it    by  no    means  follows,  be- 
cause we  resist  this  aggression,  that 
we  therefore  approve  of  all  the  details 
of  the  Apothecaries'  Act    Far  other- 
wise:  we  have  many  times,  and  in 
strong  language,  protested  against  va* 
rioos  parts  of  it— particnlaily  the  ap- 
prenticeship ;  while,  with  res])ect  to  the 
gentlemen  thenisc  l^  es,  at  Black  friars, 
we  hare  taken  the  liberty  of  objecting 
to  their  proceedings,  as  occasionally 
too  busy  and  meddling.    We  think 
particularly,  that  it  was  most  injudi- 
cious erer  to  siibject  the  Scoteh  (Jra- 
duates    in    medicine    to  examination 
on  their  general  acquirements  in  me- 
dicine.  The  consequences  of  rejecting;' 
any    of   the    Edinburgh    pliy^jc  iajis 
were  so  ul»vi<tu.s,  that  it  is  astoui>liinir 
the  Society  of  Apothecaries  did  u<Jt 
avoid  them.    Had  they  been  the  most 
liberal  Examiners,  and  the  most  just  and 
upright  judges  that  ever  existed,  they 
would  not  have  escaped  the  imputation 
of  unfairness  and  partiality.   But  on 


VKRSiTY  OF  EDIiN  BURGH. 

the  other  band,  as  regards  the  Umv«r«> 
sity  of  Edinburgh,  we  have  said,  and 
we  repeat,  that  it  is  not  calculated  to 
raise  them  in  the  estimation  of  tbe  pab^ 
lie,  that  they  should  be  so  eager  to  pro- 
cure tbe  recognition  of  tbrir  medical 
Graduates   as    English  apothecaries, 
without  examination,  while  tbey  tamely 
submit  to  their  being  compelled  to  pass 
through  a  second  ordeal  before  their  ad- 
mission into  tbe  body  of  Enjirlish 
tiidans.  and  then  onlv  to  oblain  a  liernsc 
t<j  practise  and  be  recognized  a:»  mem- 
bers of  ail  iufcriur  order. 

IRISH  GRAND  JURY  BILL. 

This  crooked  piece  of  legislation,  with 
its  obnoxious  clause,  aflecting  the  iute- 
rests  of  so  large  a  body  of  medical  prac- 

titioners  in  Irelaml,  after  pa<ising  suc- 
cessively through  the  bands  of  Mr.  Stan^ 
ley.  Sir  John  Hobhonse,  and  Lord  Dun- 
cannon,  into  tht»i>e  of  Mr.  I,,ittlcton,  has 
been  at  length  put  aside  till  next  <;c5;- 
sion.  The  /j'irrr// party  iTi  York  Street 
will  tlius  liaxe  IriMire  to  concoct  new 
schemes,  and  to  d«'\  isc  frcsli  ir»>trnetions 
for  tlieir  emissaries— w  lio,  1»\  ilie  way, 
have  a  very  pleasant  job  of  il  t\cr\  dim- 
mer. Wo  trust  thai  tbe  interval  \sbich 
is  now  gained  wiW  not  be  foolishly 
squandered  away  by  those  who,  if  the 
clause  alluded  to  be  cairied  in  its  pre- 
sent form,  vnll,  we  foresee,  be  loud 
in  their  clamours  against  alleged  in- 
justice hereafter. 


MEMORIAL 

i'u;  the  \Seuatus  Acadtmient  of  the  Umamit^ 
pf  Kdinburf^hy  reaped  fully  fibmitted  to  hi$ 
i;.  >/y'<  Vrinciihil  d«crctai^^ SimUjorth$ 

ILnm  Department. 

BEroRE  the  year  l8\o,  when  the  Act  to 
regulate  the  practice  of  Apothecaries  in 

England  and  Wales  was  pasi>cd,  graduates 
of  the  I'nircrsitv  of  Edinhnnfh  were  at 
liberty  to  settle  in  any  part  ul  Lngbind  and 
Wales  as  general  praetttioners,  and  to  dis- 
pense  medicinc<i  to  tlhir  j)}iti('nts  'Tlir 
object  of  the  Act  of  .>.>  Geo.  111.,  a^ain^t 
which  tbe  preitent  remonstrance  U  dj. 
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leeted,  mm  to  secure  the  public  aftaiust 

mrdicinf^  htintj  prescribed  and  dispensed 
bj  men  ttsa  cdut  ated  than  the  licentiates  uf 
toe  Company  c»f  Apothecaries  in  London  ; 
but  its  practical  tJTLct,  in  so  far  as  jjentle- 
men  yvhs&mag  tlie  degree  ol  M.l).  from 
tfab  Unirerrity  aie  afleeted  bv  it,  is  to  pre- 
sent men  better  educated  than  the  p:reat 
Tnnj!>nfv  of  those  licentiates  fh>m  engaging 
m  iucli  practice. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  dietinctioiM  of 
icinn,  surffcon,  and  api»thecarv,  are 
»CTictJy  ubM;rved  only  in  large  towns,  and 
hy  a       of  the  praetttionera  in  thete ;  and 
that  the  tfreat  majority  of  those  to  wlu>m 
the  hetilth  of  the  community  must  be  in- 
trusted, in  all  parts  of  this  country,  act 
daring  the  c^rcater  period  of  their  lives  a.<i 
{rencnil  practitioners,  dispenung  aB  well  as 
pres<*nbijig  medicines. 

It  is  homhlv  eabmltted,  that  medieal 
men  should  be  left  at  liberty  to  tivril  Th(  ni 
«clvc*i  of  their  talents  and  acquirement^  in 
the  eserciae  of  their  profession,  in  any  way 
which  tbej  may  find  most  to  their  own 
adiantage,  and  to  accommodate  thnmsclvf^ 
to  tiic  habits,  wishes,  and  even  prejudices, 
of  the  people  among  whom  they  reaide, 
provided  only  that  they  possess  certificates 
of  having  duly  qualified  themselves,  by 
education,  for  whatever  duties  they  under* 
take.  The  proper  object  of  lepi^latinn,  in 
regard  to  the  profession,  is  conceived  to  be — 
not  to  lay  down  for  any  class  of  medical 
men  the  mode  of  practice  which  they  shall 
exdnsivi  Iv  adopt,  but  only  to  secure,  that 
they  shall  undertake  uoue  witiiout  the  re- 
quisite education  and  pre])amtion. 

But  if  any  preference  is  shewn  by  legal 
provisions  to  one  class  of  practitioners 
over  another,  it  should  be  to  those  whose 
adneation  has  been  the  most  aniplf  and 
scientific.  If  those  who  have  taken  the 
degree  of  M.D.  after  a  full  course  of  study 
at  univeraitlea  and  horoitab,  and  atriet 
examinations  by  the  professors  of  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  medical  science,  arc 
willing  to  act  as  general  practitioners,  it  is 
for  the  ititereat  of  Uie  public  that  they 
should  b(  e!irounic:cd  to  do  so,  rather  than 
those  whi>  have  gone  through  a  shorter 
course  of  study,  and  had  less  o)>portunitiea 
of  a(  ji  iii-ii;  information  sis  to  the  most 
diid^icuit  part  of  their  profession,  viis.  the 
discrimination  and  proper  treatment  of 
disease,  which  is  certainly  a  matter  of 
much  greater  difficulty  than  the  cotu]>f>nnd 
ing  and  dispensing  of  medicines—  pat  licu- 
larly  in  this  country,  where  the  general 
jiraetitioner  i>  alu;tv^  ^iK'plit'l  h.  the  pro- 
lessed  chemist  or  drugi^ist  w  ith  ail  meUi- 
clnes  that  are  of  difficult  prenaration. 
It  will  n<»t  \ie  denic<l  that,  on  these 
round*,  the  cni'lnates  of  this  Tnivcrsity 
are  hi^^her  cluiui!^  to  public  confidence 
and  aopport,  aa  medical  practitioners,  than 


the  licentiates  of  the  Company  of  Apothe. 
caries;  but  the  effect  of  the  Apothecaries' 
Act  is  to  prohibit  any  <»f  those  R;raduates 
fr«)m  acting  us  general  practitioncis  in 
I*ni:l:in(l  or  W  ale--,  iinli  ss,  in  addition  to 
tiieir  studies  ut  universities  and  hospitals, 
they  have  served  five  years'  apprentieeahipa 
to  mem1>ersof  the  Apothecaries'  Comnany; 
while  those  wh<»  have  this  last  nualifica- 
tion  are  alh»wcd  to  act  as  jreneral  practl- 
tionera,  under  a  licensi  from  tlutt  Company, 
after  a  course  of  study  of  half  theduratiott^ 
and  uf  a  much  more  superficial  nature. 

The  practical  eflfect  of  this  enactment  ia, 
therefore,  to  !imit  t!i(  number  of  fully  t  dn- 
cated  practitioners  in  England  and  H  ales, 
and  to  throw  the  charge  of  the  health  of 
the  community  int<i  the  hands  of  men  of 
h)\vcr  crra'^i'  of  ediuation  and  acquire- 
luenis  tJian  iliose  possess  who  might  other- 
wise have  undertaiken  that  daty. 

'I'liat  the  number  of  medical  graduates 
(1.  e.  of  tuUv  educated  practitiouers)  who 
arc  engafrc()  in  medical  practice  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  is  much  less  in  projiortion 
to  tlic  popnlation  than  in  Scotland  or  Ire- 
laud,  or  in  i' ranee  or  Germany,  is  easily 
demonatmted  by  reference  to  the  number 
of  graduates  of  these  countries  who  have 
taken  their  dq;Tees  in  any  of  the  great 
adio<rfa  in  a  given  time. 

In  this  University  during  the  last  eight 
venrs,  the  ntimber  of  gentlemen  from  Entj- 
liLud  and  VV  ulcs  who  have  taken  the  de- 
gree of  M.D.  ia  281,  which  is  almost  ex- 
actly the  same  as  the  number  of  Seoteh 
graduates  during  the  same  time  (279) ;  and 
u  considerahly  leaa  than  the  number  of 
Irish  graduates  in  the  same  eiglit  yiars, 
which  is  a  10.  When  it  is  rtnun\l>ercd 
that  lliL-  unuual  number  of  medieal  gradu- 
ations at  Oxford  and  Cambridge  is  always 
small,  and  that  the  ntirnl»er  at  Dnbliu  and 
Glasgow  ia  very  considerable,  this  single 
fact  unequivoculy  demonatratea  that  uio 
cnconraKcment  i^iven  in  Enjjlnnd  to  fully 
educated  men,  as  compared  witii  that  given 
either  in  Scotland  or  Ireland,  is  by  no 
means  such  aa  ought  to  be  cx)>ected  from 
the  superior  poptilation  and  wealth  of  the 
former  country. 

It  is  trae,  that  the  knowledge  of  the 
prcpanittrm  and  cnmpoundinjr  of  nu  li- 
ciues,  although  of  less  difficult  acquisition 
than  that  of  the  nature  and  treatment  of 
diacaaea,  is  yet  of  such  importance  to  the 
community,  tha'  ample  sertirity  is  required 
of  its  btin'fi  possessed  by  all  general  prac- 
titioners; but  many  of' the  medical  gra- 
dnntes  i)f  this  T'niver^itv  Inive  received 
ample  practical  instructiuu  of  this  kind, 
by  apprenUceahip  to  Fellowi  of  the  dif- 
ferent  Colleges  of  Surgeons,  or  by  appren- 
ticeslii]!  to  hospitals,  although  they  have 
not  Wen  unpreiiiiced  to  members  of  the 
Company  of  Apothecaries.  For  those  who 


Digitized  by  Google 


396      PETITIONS  AGAINST  TBB  SCOTCH  APOTBECABIE8*  BILL 


hare  not  been  apprentices,  the  memorialists 
confidently  assert,  that  in  additioii  to  die 
attendance  on  (ml  courses  of  lectures  on 
chemistry,  hotnny,  nnd  materia  medica,  as 
they  arc  here  taught^  and  the  examinations 
by  the  professors  of  these  aoiences*  whiidi 
all  KdiiiHurgh  gradnatcs  nnist  rindcrcfo, 
six  muuiii<>  of  attendance  at  the  bhop  of  an 
a|)othecary,  or  Ib  the  laboratory  of  an  bos- 
pital  or  dispensary,  is  amply  suffitient  to 

aualify  them  fur  dispensing  medicines  to 
leir  own  patients ;  and  certificates  of  such 
attendance  may  easily  be  required ;  but  it 
i<;  ri'spi'tt fully  submitted,  that  to  require 
from  them  the  certificate  of  the  long  course 
of  apprgHHmkip  to  memben  of  the  Coni' 
pany  of  Apothecaries,  in  addition  to  tluir 
course  of  stufly  at  universities  and  hos- 
pitals, can  have  no  other  effect  on  the  in- 
teiett  of  the  public,  than  die  in\]iirioiii 
one  ahnre  state<I. 

In  confirmation  of  the  view  of  this  sub- 
ieet  whidi  is  here  taken,  the  memorialiati 
beg  leave  to  subjoin  an  *  vtrnet  from  the 
report  of  the  Royal  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed some  years  ago  to  visit  the  Scot- 
tisli  universities : — 

"  In  r>  f'  rr  inM.  to  the  subject  ^f  the  •sys- 
tem ul  lustrucUun  in  the  science  ot  mcili- 
ciBO  allbrded  in  the  Scotch  onifetiitlei, 
onr  attention  has  been  directed  to  a  matter 
of  very  great  importance  to  the  interests 
of  these  noivenities,  by  the  caniett  and 
pointed  repneMntations  of  a  great  number 
of  the  wilnesfsw  examined:  we  allude  to 
the  enactments  contained  in  a  statute 
paned  in  the  year  181*5,  called  the  Apo- 
thecaries' Aet.  Hv  t}vit  <;tatute  all  per- 
sons are  prevented  from  practising  as  apo- 
thecaries in  England  and  Wales  unless 
they  are  licensed  by  the  Apothecaries' 
Company  in  Tendon.  Although  the  Act 
apjiareiiily  onlv  confers  on  the  Company 
the  privilege  or  lieenaing  apothecaries,  it 
has  been  stated  tons  upon  unque^tiftiiable 
authority,  that  under  this  denomination 
are  fnclnded  nine-tentbs  of  the  praetl* 
tioners  in  Entjland.  It  is  only  in  lari^c 
tow  ns,  and  probably  rarely  even  in  them, 
that  the  different  aepartmeuts  of  phyiii- 
dan,  •ttigcoa,  and  apothecary,  are  kept  se- 
parate :  generally,  throughout  the  countrr, 
It  is  necessary  for  every  practitioner  to  db- 
pcnse  drags.  Hence  the  statnte  really 
confers  upon  tlie  Apothecaries'  Company 
the  monopoly  of  iiceuiiing  all  the  general 
practitioners  in  England  and  Wales. 

"  The  result  of  the  operation  of  this  sta- 
tute h  to  exclnde  the  v^hoU-  graduates  of 
the  Scotch  univerHitics  from  practis^ing  in 
England,  nnlcM  they  are  licensed  by  Uie 
Apnthecaries'  Conipanv,  to  \vhi<  li  they  arc 
not  admitted  as  candidates  imtil  alter 
having  served  a  five  years'  apprendcediip 
to  one  of  their  licentiates.  It  humbly  ap- 
pears to  as  that  vrliiia  thie  rqpUatioak  it 


most  unjust  in  its  consequences  to  the 
gradnatcs  of  the  Scotch  nniversities,  and 

inconsistent  with  the  privilejfes  which 
ought  to  belong  to  the  universities  of  one 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  it  is  at  the 
same  time  most  injurious  to  the  interests 
of  the  enimimnity,  by  tending  to  exclude 
those  wlio  are  best  educated  I  y  prepara- 
tory and  pmfeeslonal  knowledge  for  the 
medit  :i!  j  rofession  from  becoming  general 
pracutiuners  in  England.  It  would  be 
absurd  to  compare  for  a  moment  the  eda> 
cation  prescribed  for  the  medical  gradnatea 
of  the  Unirersities  of  Edinburgh  and  Glas- 
gow, with  the  requisites  exacted  from  the 
penons  licensed  by  the  Apothecaries* Con. 
pany.  Tlii  ilir^  et  effect  of  the  enactment 
IS  to  vest  the  monopoly  of  practice  in  a 
daw  of  penoni  of  very  inftsior  edncatloa.'* 


PETITIONS  AGAINST  thb  SCOTCH 
APOTHECARIES*  BILL. 


The  parties  whose  interests  are  immedi- 
ately  threatened  in  the  projected  change  of 
tlic  Act  of  18 Id,  are,  we  perceive,  on  the 
alert  at  last,  throughout  the  conn  try. 
Various  petitions  have  been  forwarded 
to  us,  but  it  ie  not  possible  to  find  room 
for  mare  than  some  of.  their  Icadiog 
pcdnte.  One 

Prm  Wanrnw, 

Sheweth,  That  the  peddoaers  view  widi 

apprehension  the  measure  now  before  par 
liament,  because,  1.  "  The  Company  of 
Apothecaries  is  the  only  jurisdiction  in  the 
medical  profession  which  can  exercise  an 
authority  for  the  protection  of  its  mem- 
bers and  licentiates  throughout  the  whole 
of  England  and  Wales;  an  authority 
which  is  especially  neccisan'  for  t!it>  pre- 
vention of  uuackcry  and  the  guardiausbip 
of  the  nnblfe  health. 

"  A  nd,  iJdly ,  because  the  said  Society  have 
made  great  and  laudable  exertions  since  the 
]>as$ing  of  the  Act  of  1815,  to  improve 
the  general  cbaiacter  of  the  profession, 
by  niaiiding  extensive  qualificati<ins 
from  the  candidates  for  their  license ;  and 
have  also  kept  pace  with  Uie  gradual  ad. 
vaneement  of  professional  knowledge,  by 
increasing  the  severity  of  their  examina- 
tions, so  that  none  but  such  as  arc  well 
qualiBed  to  act  as  general  practitionen 
can  be  admitted  at  Iwaatiates  of  the  So- 
ciety." 

whence  they  **  entreat  that  rach  a  pra* 

teetion  nnd  guarantee,  hnth  to  the  fiunlic 
and  the  profession,  may  uul  be  interfered 
with,  or  altered,  vHthont  tubitStnting  at 
least  an  equally  efficient  one  in  its  place." 
The  pcotioners  deprecate  the  idea  of  a 
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monopoly  in  any  medical  corporation,  but 
they  pray  that  one  stftiMlara  should  be 

adoptt  d  0.1  the  minimum  of  attainment  in 
&  cundidatc  for  the  same  degree  of  profes- 
sional rank,  in  all  the  halls  and  colleges 
of  medicine,  snrc^rrv,  and  pharmacy,  in 
the  United  Kiu^dum.  "  They  wmild 
lieartily  concur  in  any  measure  which, 
with  this  prorision,  was  intended  to  throw 
open  the  rights  and  privilrt^es  now  enjoyed 
by  tiie  Society  of  ApuUiecaries  to  the 
members  and  'licentiates  of  all  such  le- 
gally constituted  colleges  and  halls,  aloncr 
with  further  protective  enactments,  if  the 
l^slatore  should  deem  them  adviaeable; 
but  they  entreat  the  members  of  your 
HonouraMe  iron«ip,  before  tlay  pass  so 
im]K)r:unt  a  nuiisure  as  that  llu  v  liave  al- 
luded to,  to  inquite  strictly  whether  the 
qnaliBcationsof  many  of  tliose  individuals 
whom  that  Act  would  admit  as  general 
praetitloneTS  in  England,  are  necessarily 
equivalent  to  tlic  standard  required  by  the 
Apothecaries'  Company  of  London." 

Signed  by  Caleb  Crowther,  M.D.; 
Wm.  Thoma:s,iM.D.i  T.O.  Wright,  M.D.; 
Benjamin  WaUer,  Suigeoiii  and  sixteen 
others. 

From  Bradford, 

A  numcnmsly  signed  petition  sets  forth, 
that  the  Bill  now  before  the  Iluuhe  is 
viewed  with  disa])[>rohation  and  anxiety; 
inasmuch  as  fx  it  id,  to  throw  dawn  thuse 
excellent  barriers  wiiich  have  for  many 
jears  opposed  the  admission  of  unqualified 
persons  to  the  i^eneral  practice  of  medicine 
in  this  country,  and  concciring  it  to  be  of 
the  highest  importance  to  the  public  wel- 
fare that  tho«(e  regulations  should  continue 
in  force  which  have  been  found  so  essen- 
tially to  raise  and  improve  the  character 
and  eonsequent  utility  of  the  profonion, 
and  to  secure  unto  tlie  public  a  sui)ply  of 
practitioners  properly  competent  to  the 
disciiarge  of  their  duties. 

AAer  a  high  eulogium  on  the  compe- 
tenev  and  impartiality  of  the  Court  of 
Examiners,  the  petitioners  proceed  to 
state  their  conviction  that  the  chief  ^rj 
of  the  medical  profession  must  result  fnun 
the  personal  character  and  professional 
eompeteni7  of  its  nembexs;  and  they  de- 
precate the  changes  now  proposed,  as  being 
calculated,  in  a  threat  neppree,  tn  subvert 
these  important  objects,  bv  throw  ing  open 
the  whole  kingdom  to  the  fearful  consc- 
fliH-nees  of  iinperrectly  qualilifd  indivi- 
duals undertaking  the  important  duties  of 
the  medical  profession.** 

In  conclusion,  the  petitioners  "  beseech 
the  Honouruhle  House  either  to  confirm 
or  continue  the  presient  professional  regu- 
lations, as  existing  in  and  for  this  king- 
dom, or  so  to  modify  the  whole  stem  as 
that  no  one  body  of  the  prulet>s»iou  shall 


enjoy  any  exclusive  privileges  to  the  injury 
of  any  oth^." 

A  petition,  signed  by  thirty  lour  medical 
practitionefSi  wnidi  Ims  been  sent  us 

■FrMnHuLL, 

"  Sheweth,  That  ynur  petitioners  have 
learnt  with  deep  regret,  that  a  Bill  has 
lately  been  brought  before  your  Honourable 
House  to  amend  an  Act  oi  the  ^th  year  of 
his  Majesty  King  Georc:e  HI,,  for  better 
regulating  the  practice  of  Anothccaries 
through(»ot  England  and  Wales,  which, 
if  passed  into  a  law,  will  so  far  modify  as 
nearly  to  amount  to  an  annihilation  of  the 
Society  of  Apothecaries;  whose  zealous, 
honest,  and  judicious  eiforts,  have  led  to 
that  superior  and  practical  sy^ti  m  of  edu- 
cation  which  now  exists  in  the  London 
and  provineial  schools,  and  which  merits 
the  warmest  commendation  of  the  public 
in  general. 

That  the  persons  who  claim  the  pri- 
vilege of  practising  as  general  practitioners 
by  the  amended  Bill,  are  not,  in  the 
opinion  uf  your  petitioners,  entitled  to  it; 
inasmuch  as  the  advantages  afforded  to 
the  students  \n  f  on(h)n,  by  tlie  practice  of 
its  numerous)  hospitals,  which  contain 
2310  iKsds,  are  far  superior  to  those  which 
can  be  obtained  in  Edinburgh,  where 
there  is  only  one  hospital,  containing  *ZSO 
beds. 

"That,  in  conelnsion,  vour  petitionexs 
beg  to  state,  that  if  this  Bill  be  passed  into 
a  law,  the  controUiog  power  at  present 
exercised  by  the  Society  of  Apothecaries, 
w  ith  so  tnnch  benefit  to  the  community  at 
lar^e,  w  ill  be  destroyed,  the  standam  of 
medical  education  lowered,  and  great  dif- 
ficulties will  arise  in  the  prosecution  of 
petMos  not  legally  qualified  to  pnwtise.'* 

A  resolution  also  unanimously  adopted 
by  a  larufe  meeting  of  general  practitionefi, 

has  been  sent  us 

Fro  m  H I  a  M 1 X  f i  n  v  M , 

Setting  furtli,  *'  That  the  governing  body 
of  the  Apothecaries'  Company  are  entitled 
to  the  gratitude  and  confidence  of  the 
general  nractitioners  of  medicine  in  Eng- 
umd  ana  Wales,  for  the  zeal,  intelligence, 
and  success,  with  which  they  have  laboured 
to  promote  and  exalt  tlie  respectability  of 
the  medical  i)rofts.siou,  by  progressively 
raimng  the  standard  of  education  pari 
jhi'-^n  with  the  advancing  state  of  general 
knowledge  ;  by  exercising  judiciously  tlie 
power  entrusted  to  them  Ity  the  legislatu  re, 
for  tlie  prevention  of  incompetent  persons 
practisin;^  in  that  department  of  medicine 
over  which  the  Apothecaries'  Company 
preside;  by  vigilant  attention  to  the  in* 
tere&ts  ana  character  of  the  medical  pro- 
f(Maion,  as  evinced,  not  only  in  the  cllocii 
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before-mentioned,  bnt  also  in  resisting  in- 
novations which  lend  in  any  di  i^rce  to  the 
injurv  of  the  medical  practitioners  in 
England  and  Wales."  They  then  pro- 
cued  to  state  their  reliance  on  the  wisdom 


BIRMINGHAM  SCHOOL  OF 

MEDICINE. 

TiiorcH  not  in  the  habit  of  noticing  the 
examination's  and  festivities  of  medical 


ceed  to  State  tbeir  reliance  on  the  wisaom  ^^^^^^  eitli^riu  town  or  countn-,  we  must 
of  th<^  roinpany.  to  use  all  jn.t  moans  of  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^.j^  ^rilified  with 
protecting  the  licentiates :  and  wall  regard  procrtMlint^.  »t  Hirmingham,  an 

to  the  contempUted  chanw  'n  the  ap-   a^^„nt     which  has  been  forwarded  to  ua. 

prenticeship  system,  while  they  admit  that   

the  latter  is  "  objectionable,  in  so  far  as  it 
assimilates  to  a  certain  extent  medical 
pupilage  to  menial  servitude,"  they  deprc- 
eute  nnv  alteration,  wilh«njt  the  most 
serious  and  deliberate  regard  to  wh  xl  re- 
quisite for  maintaitiiDg  the  respectability 
and  the  usefulness  of  the  medical  profes. 
sion. 

(Signed)  W.  Sands  Cox, Chairman, 
On  behalf  of  tlic  IfeettDS. 


EXTRAC  TS  FROM  JOl  KNALS, 
Foreign  and  Domestic, 

tS  THaaS  AasEKlG  IN  THE  MATEaiAL 

OF  TEST  Tl  nFS  ? 

Av  inijuiry  of  considerable  importance  in 
legal  mediVinc  has  been  recently  made  by 
a  commission  of  the  Frencli  Acadcmv. 
The  (jiii  vt  'iMTy  was  i>ut  to  thatli'arncd  bony 
by  the  Minister  ol"  Justice  (in  cuu.scquciHo 
of  the  iJleged  detection  of  arsenic  in  a 
body  seven  year-  buricl*),  wlutlier  the 
metal  arsenic,  said  to  have  been  reduced, 
did  not  really  come  from  the  oxide  con- 
tained in  the  glass  of  the  test  tube  ?  The 
cnnt  lnsinn  arrived  at  b^  the  reporters,  is, 
that  there  is  no  arsenic  in  the  common 
«hite  tubctfhiss,  and  that  even  wlior.  u 
small  quantity  has  been  added  in  tiio  f'l- 
siiin,  no  traces  of  it  can  be  detected  in  the 
usual  process  of  experimenting. 

CONSTITI  I  NTS  OF  Ol'H'M. 

M.  Pelletier,  in  a  memoir  pablished  not 
long  ago.  in  the  Anuales  de  Ck'mie,  thus  enu- 
merates the  ascertain*  il  prtiKiitU  s  of 
opium;  — narootinc,  morphia,  mteoaa 
acid,  meeonine,narceine,caoatchonc,  gum. 
hasBorine,  ligniu,  resin,  brown  acid  and 
extractive  matter,  fixed  oil,  and  a  volatile 
but  non-oleaginous  substance  rising  in 
distillation  with  water.  M.  Bebert  {Jour- 
it  Vharnuuie)  a. Ids  another — viz.  a 
bitter  crystallixable  .sul>Hl;iiicc  foiiuiim 
salts  with  acids,  especially  the  acetic  acid. 


Sir  Eardley*s  WUmot's  gold  medal  „ 

adjudged  to  Mr.  Ell<ii)tjton,  aiiflMr.  Cox** 
to  3Iessrs.  Ilort<»n  and  Minster.  Nine  sil- 
ver medals  were  distributed.  The  dinner 
went  off  with  great  edit. 

DEATH  OF  SI'Ul::N(iEL. 

Ki  iiT  Sprenoel,  the  eminent  histoiiaa  of 
medicine,  and  Pwfessor  of  Botany  at 
Halle,  died  on  the  Idth  March  last 

WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  of  BURIALS, 
Fmni  Bills  or  MoaTALiTr,/Hii«  18, 1833. 

Aqe  -Mid  UcbUUy  .  29 
Ajioplexy  ,  .  6 
Asthiiia  ♦  .  8 
(  aiRcr  •  .  4 
Clillilblrth  •  .  & 
Concumptlon  • 
CoiivuUiODt  .  'M 
Croup  .  •  >  1 
Den  tllloo  or  Teething  7 
Dropsy  ,  .  IS 
Dr'ip^yoa the  Brain  !' 
Ferer  ...•■> 
Fever,  Sc-iirU't  ■  i 
Ff  Tcr,  Typhus  .  1 
Govt  .  •  .  2 
Heart,  dl«ea-'ed  .  2 
HoopliiK-Cougll  .  6 

IllflaliUliUtlon        .  'J-i 


Bowelp&Stonech  A 

Hruin  .  .  3 
I.unK*  and  Pleura  10 


Tiiflucnra 
Jnuiidice 

Livc-r.  DUea*ed  . 

^fell*le9       •  • 

Mortlileatioa  • 

P&raly*!*     •  • 

RheumstitfDi  • 

Scrofula  .  » 
Small-Pox  . 

Sore  Ttjroat  and 

Spditr.is 
TliruHh 

I'liknonra  Causes 

Stil  b'lrn      .  . 


Decrease  of  Burials,  as  compared  with  I 
the  preccdinif  wtfek     ■    '•     •  I 


1 
1 
4 
II 
S 
1 
3 
1 
7 

I 
1 

1 

(?1 
17 


mi:  i  KOHOLOii IC'AL  JOURNAI.. 


Thursday  .  l.H 
Friday  .  .  14 
Sataraaj  .  1-'^ 
Rundar  .  .  1<S 
Monday .  .  17 
Tiie»day .  .  18 
WedneHduy  Itf 


TaBRMOMBTBR. 

from  40  to  57 


S9 
SO 
.H6 
37 

m 

48 


61 

07 

70 

67 

70 

OH 


Babombtbr. 

29  61  to29W 


29  '"O 
29•.^2 
29  64 

2y;G 

MOi 


Stal. 
29  SB 
29:68 

M04 


PrcvailinK  wind  S.W.  .  ^ 

Eicept  tliB  IMh  and  ISiht  fcanellr  ctondf. 
with  frequent  falOi 
Bain  fallen,  '68  of  an  Inch. 

CiiMii.Ks  Hesry  Adams. 


NOTICES. 

saus  w,«  «:»u.,  c,,.vv  ,   Our  conetpondent  of  Qualitv  Strr.  r 

and  to  which  no  name  hits  vet  been  given.  Leitb,  assumes  tor,  mueh  in  every  respeeU 

AI  Robiquet,  also,  has  further  obtained  a  He  seems  to  be  as  deficient  in  common 

iicw  alkali  from  opium— viss.  pawrin  ?  a  eenie  as  in  courtesy.  , 
notice  of  xvbicb  is  iiven  in  tl.e  Joum.  .It-       We  nre  obht^r^  to  apologize  to  Dr. 

Hu^   for  November  1832.    l^nlike  tbe  Latham,  Dr.  Calvert  (Rvde)    Dr.  Ash- 

other  i^eto  alkalies,  it  is  soluble  in  water,  burner,  Mr.  Bennington,  Dr.  Johii  Kad- 

iii;a«Mdi  is1»»I"ble  in  potassa,  ham,  Dr.  M.  nall,  a.<  Mobj^s  for  t^ 

and  contains  mueh  azote  ,  it  is  very  p<»i-  temporarj  omission  of  papcre,  a*  weli 
sonous,  and  ha.  a  special  action  on  the  other  c(.rrcspondents^hosewB^^^ 

spinal  cord.  cations  have  been  already  •c»"0'^  ledgeti. 


•  Sec  Meo.  Oax.  vol.  v.  p.  411. 


W.  Wiuo>r»  PriBler,  d7,9kliincr<9lnf«t,  Lpedou, 
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LBOTUREB 

OM  THI 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  OF 
MEDICmE; 

Pih'tenMf  at  the  Zjmdtn  Utuoernty, 

By  Dr.  Elliotson. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  HEART. 


BvHu»*«  dhidoiu  of  DilotatUm,^Wiih 

Kpcct  to  dilatation  nf  the  lu-art,  Hrrtin 
mentions  throe  varieties,  just  as  there  ore 
three  varieties  of  faj|»ertrophy.   The  three 
▼arietics  of  hypcrtrophv  ore,  where  there 
is  dilatation  of  the  leu  ventricle — where 
there  is  a  diminution  of  the  cavity ~ur 
where  there  is  no  clianjfe  in  it.  So, 
in  dilatation,  there  is  dilatation  without 
any  increased  thickness  of  the  walls— 
dtuitation  with  imnKauwd  thickness  of  the 
walls— and  dilatation  with  thinness  of  the 
walls.    Now  a  morbid  thickness  of  the 
walb  is  die  same  tiling  as  concentric  hy. 
pertniphv;    dilatation    without    an  in- 
creased thickness  of  the  walls,  but  the  walls 
in  the  juiuic  state  as  in  luulth,  \voiiId  only 
be  eccentric  hypertrophy,  because  there 
nit!>t  have  been  an  n^l  lttion  of  substance 
to  llic  enlarged  ventruie  to  have  nreveated 
it  losing  a  part  of  its  thickness ;  oilatatioin 
with  thinness,  which  is  the  third  variety, 
has  nothing  to  do  with  hypertrophy;  yet 
it  is  possible,  T  think,  for  us  to  be  ng^t  in 
saying  that  there  is  byptrtrophy  even  when 
ihe  walls  arc  thinner  than  usual,  and  that 
Is  tinder  these  circumstances — when  there 
Is  great  dilatation,  much  greater  than  the 
loss  of  thickness,  bccanse  the  dilatation 
and  the  loss  of  thickness  should  be  pro- 
portionate to  each  other,  for  there  to  be  no 
additional  substance;  but  if  the  fonnerbe 
very  great,  and  the  latter  by  no  means  con. 
•Ideiible,  then  there  mntt  hare  bstii  in 
additional  snbstance  deposited. 
281.— XII. 


Gsiiinal  t^tnptoms  of  fft(i>eiirnphy.  —  We 
will  now  onisider  the  sii^ns  of  b\  pertrophv. 
Those  which  are  noticed  by  i)eople  who  do 
not  employ  the  ear  or  the  stethoscope,  are 
palpitation  — violent  action  of  1  be  heart ; 
and  you  will  find  in  this  aficctiou,  as  in 
palpitation  from  most  other  causes,  that 
the  patient  lies  easiest  upon  his  back  or 
right  side.    The  jialpitation  is  felt  much 
more  (I  do  not  mean  that  the  heart  beats 
balder,  but  the  palpiution  is  a  source  of 
Cfrcater  in ''iTirciiii'iu  c  to  the  patient)  when 
he  lies  on  the  left  side  than  when  he  lies 
on  the  right.   You  will  find  this  to  be  the 
ffcncral  rule;  the  exceptions  an    v. here 
there  is  some  other  cause  operating  parti- 
cularly on  the  right  side.    In  general,  in 
8iuM>le  affections  of  the  heart  itself,  at- 
tended witli  palpitation,  the  patient  lies 
best  on  the  right  side :  the  heart  is  tlien 
not  so  near  the  ribs  as  when  the  patient 
lies  on  the  left  side,  and  thm  fore  it  does 
not  disturb  the  patient  so  much.  Ano. 
ther  symptom  is  dilBealty  of  breath- 
inij,  and  the  least  motion  makes  the  pa- 
tient worse  in  this  respect.    Going^  up 
a  slight  ascent,  or  walking  fast,  will  in  a 
moment  cause  the  }mttent  to  be  out  of 
breath  in  a  remarkable  manner;  so  that 
when  you  hear  a  patient  say  that  he  is  out 
of  breath  when  he  Is  moving  aUiut,  you 
should  suspect  discnse  of  the  betirf.  and 
investigate  immcdiutely,  to  ascertaui  if  it 
be  the  case;  so  common  is  it.  Then  there 
is  very  freqnently  uneasiness  in  the  side, 
and  even  sharp  jpain.   Hypertrophy  is  so 
generally  an  inflammatory  complaint,  that 
the  patients  continually  have  });un  in  the 
region  of  the  heart    This  pain  may  have 
paswd  ofV  before  you  see  the  patient ;  but 
ori^nnally.  tf  not  during  the  whole  course 
of  the  disease,  there  is  more  or  less  pain  in 
the  caniiac  region.   Besides  these  symp* 
toms,  there  is  very  frequently  a  disturiied 
pulse;  the  pulse  istrenerally  quicker  than 
it  ought  to  be,  and  in  many  cases  it  is  like- 
wise stron^r.   FVeqnentIV,  too,  there  is 
dropsy*  aoa  the  force  of  toe  heart  is  sudi 
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as  ta  cause  headache;  and  if  the  vetisels  of 
the  bend  are  weak  it  will  cauee  apoplexy, 
vertigo,  a  tbrobUng  of  the  temples  and 

neck. 

Getifral  symptoms  nat  to  he  depewltd  on 
alme.—Wnx  none  of  tbese  symptoms  are  to 

be  depended  upon  alone.    You  may,  of 
course,  have  dropsy  without  uuy  disca.se  of 
the  heart—^OQ  may  hare  dropsy  and  pal- 
pitation \^  !thoTit  disease  of  the  heart,  but 
merely  from  its  functions  being  distnrbed. 
Ton  may  have  a  verr  riolent  pnlse  and 
strong  palpitation,  wiihout  any  structural 
disease  of  the  heart,  from  a  mere  p:encral 
irritability  of  the  whole  system;  and  of 
coarse  you  may  have  dyspnoea  also.  When 
the  heart  is  disposed  to  brat  violently,  whe 
tber  from  structural  disease  or  not,  you 
will   have   dyspnoea   and  palpitation. 
Again,  as  the  walls  of  the  heart  may  be 
much  thickened,  the  pul^'c  may  be  ren- 
dered small,  because  the  cavity  of  the  left 
ventricle  is  diminished.    In  the  case  of 
concentric  hypertn)phy,  where  the  cavity 
is  decreased,  so  little  blood  is  sent  forth  at 
every  strolw  of  tbe  heart  that  there  is  not 
enmi:;!i  tn  cause  a  good  pulse.    Tlu  heart 
may  bent  violently,  but  so  little  blood  is 
aent  oat  tiiat  the  arteries  are  not  well  dis- 
tended;  and  hence  you  have  great  hyper- 
trophy and  a  sniall  pulse,    .\ffain:  you 
may  have  great  hypertrophy  of  the  left 
mtfide,  and  great  dilatatiOB'^att  Im- 
mense mft«^s  of  mn«5cnlar  snbstatiee  —  .so 
that  the  cavity  is  very  much  increased,  and 
yet  there  may  be  a  small  pntte,  In  oonse* 
guence  of  the  aortic  valves  being  diseased. 
Thus  you  may  haven  small  pulse  from  two 
causes — from  the  cavity  being  f»o  reduced, 
that  notwithstanding  the  heart  acts  vlo> 
lently,  there  is  little  bhtod  togoonti 
from  the  opening  beinff  reduced  so  that 
while  tiiere  is  plenty  of  blood  there  Is  but 
little  room  for  it  to  escape. 

Auicultaioru  Higm. — The  great  means  of 
Bialcing  the  aiagnotis  is  by  the  application 
of  the  stethoscope.  Now  when  any  part 
of  the  henrt  is  hypertrophied,  yon  have  a 
strong  impulse  nt  that  pan.  As  i  have 
observed  before,  it  is  generally  the  left 
ventricle  that  is  hypertrophied ;  and, 
therefore,  if  you  place  the  stethoscope  in 
that  sltnation,  the  impulse  drives  the  in- 
jitrument  a^uinst  \our  ear  at  every  stroke; 
and  if  you  remove  youT  head,  you  perceire 
that  it  is  jerked. 

Now  by  the  cardiac  region  you  of  coarse 
know  }jt  meant  the  lower  third  of  the  stcr 
nuni,  and  the  cartilages  of  the  fourth,  fifth, 
sixth,  and  seventh  ribs.  The  heart  lies 
Ixhind  those  parts,  frenerallv,  in  health, 
the  left  ventricle  lies  beiiind  the  cartilages 
of  the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  and  serenth  ribs 
of  the  left  side;  and  the  right  ventricle 
and  auricle  under,  and  behind  thr  lower 
third  of  the  sternum  ;  so  that  if  tiiere  be  a 


\ery  strong  impulse  at  the  ribs,      I  bare 
mentioned,  witDont  a  corresponding  im- 
pulse any  where  else,  and  thh  is  i>r(  tty 
constant,  you  would  infer  that  it  is  a  ease 
of  hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle;  but  if 
the  impulse  hie  behind  the  lower  third  of 
the  sternum,  you  would  then  consider  it 
hypertrophy  of  the  rigiit  ventricle.  Occa- 
sionally the  auricles  are  in  a  state  of  hyper- 
trophy, but  th:if  is  very  rare,  their  disease 
generally  Iximr  dilatation;  and  if  ever 
they  arc  hyp*  rtn  phied,  I  believe  they  are 
almost  always  dilated  at  the  same  time. 
If  there      hypertrophy  of  the  nnrielr.*;,  it 
is  eccentric—  that  i.s  to  say,  thev  arc  dilated 
and  thickened  also ;  but  usually  they  are 
not  thickened  at  all,  so  that  the  disease  is 
mere  dilatation.    It  is  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  region  I  have  now  mentioned  that 
vr.T!  Would  ( c  t  a  strong  impulse,  or  any 
tiling  else  that  is  morbid,  if  the  auricles  b>e 
diseased;  whereas,  it  is  at  the  lower  part 
tltat  you  must  expect  any  thing  morbid,  if 
the  ventricles  are  the  parts  affected,  the 
auricles  being,  as  every  one  knows,  at  the 
top  of  the  ventricles,  at  the  higher  part  of 
the  cardiae  reunion. 

'Iliere  is  no  morbid  sound  from  simple 
hypertrophy;  even  the  natund  sound  of 
the  part  is  climinished.  If  it  l)e  a  case  of 
simple  h}'pertroi>hv,  or  hypertrophy  out  it 
proportion  to  the  dilatation,  you  may  have 
a  violent  impulse,  hut  the  sound  of  the 
part  i>  tjenerallv  lost — it  is  a  dead  thump, 
as  though  a  sledge-hammer  had  struck 
against  it  from  isithln,  but  was  mu8l«Hi. 
In  a  case  of  ]>alpitation  fmm  a  nervous 
eau.se,  you  will  find  every  part  of  the  heart 
thumping  hard  together — tlmt  in  tu  say, 
both  ventricles— and  the  sound  is  rather 
inrreased  than  not;  the  heart  nets  sharply, 
an<l  if  there  be  any  alteration  in  sound  it 
Is  louder  than  usual.  But  In  a  case  of  hy- 
pertroj>hy  the  impulse  is  i(rcat,  hut  it  is 
confined  to  the  part,  and  the  natural  «^ound 
is  diminished.  If  you  attend  to  this,  and 
take  into  account  the  general  qrmptoma 
that  I  mentioned,  v  u  can  seldom  make  a 
false  diagnosis,  li  you  take  the  general 
symptoms  only,  yon  may  be  deceived ;  but 
when,  in  addition  to  these,  yon  find  symp- 
toms in  tbe  heart  itself,  you  cannot  be 
mistaken.  Many  cases  of  palpitation  are 
called  disease  of  the  heart ;  but  if  you 
listen  with  the  stetho«eope,  and  find  the 
impulse  is  only  in  one  region,  tlie  right 
or  the  left  ventfiele,  no  mistake  can  arise. 

\<»i\  and  then  both  ventricles  are  h^-per- 
trophied,  but  then  you  have  no  strong  im- 
pulse higher  up  than  the  situation  of  the 
auricles.  fJenerall^,  however,  it  is  the  left 
ventricle  only  that  is  uiTected ;  and  if  the 
right  be  diseased,  the  left  usually  suffers  , 
with  it. 

With  respect  to  dilatation,  it  is  just  the 
reverse.    There  is  no  increased  impulse. 
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hat  SB  tnenMeof  toand ;  when  one  or  the 
caviiies  of  the  heart  is  dilattd,  th»-  sound 
u  iacreaged  it  i»  not  ia  general  a  pre- 
tenmtnml  tmuid;  it  mtj  be  bot  this 
docs  not  arise  as  a  matter  of  necessity. 
The  natuml  «<Hind  becomes  clcnrer  and 
loader,  but  titcrc  la  ua  addiliunal  impulse. 

Snp^NMbig,  liowever,  the  case  is  om  ef 
dila'ri  i  n  atifl  b v]MTtro|»hy,  why  then  you 
bare  both  si^oK  united — yolx  have  a  great 
imiiiilse  and  an  ioorease  or  aonnd ;  that  is, 
provided  the  bypcrlropliy  and  dilatation 
are  proportionate;  but  if  the  former  be 
mach  greater  than  the  latter,  then  yon 
hare  a  great  impulse  and  no  increase  of 
foHnd.  If,  however,  there  be  p^reat  dilata 
tion  and  very  little  hypertrophy,  tiien  you 
teve  a  great  increase  of  lonnd.  You  may 
suppose  that  where  hyprrlroph}  and  dila 
tation  take  place  together,  and  the  hyper- 
Uofhj  ia  fudk  as  to  thicken  the  part,  tnen 
the  impulse  and  the  sound  are  very  great — 
indeed  the  impulse  is  dreailfnl  ;  it  causes 
the  carotids  to  tturob,  and  iUl  the  arteries 
in  the  head,  so  that  the  patient  is  t<»r- 
irentpd  by  a  continual  i)ain  in  the  h(ad, 
and  is  unable  to  lie  down :  he  is  obliged  to 
keep  his  head  erect,  on  account  of  the  vio- 
Knt  throbbing.  In  these  cum^s.  on  account 
of  the  enormous  increase  of  the  muscular 
anbstance  of  the  heart,  you  hare  a  strong 
pulse.  In  very  intense  cases,  you  will  see 
the  head  jerk  at  every  impulse  of  tlie  heart. 

You  must  bear  in  mind  the  circum- 
stance which  I  before  uuntioned,  that 
when  the  left  ventricle  is  bypcrtrojihicd 
and  dilated  together,  it  does  nut  remain  in 
its  natnnil  situation.  Its  natnral  situa- 
tion is  filled  by  it,  as  it  was  before,  but  the 
left  ventricle  extends  much  more  to  the 
right  side,  so  that  it  will  occupy  entirely 
the  place  of  the  right  ventricle.  In  such  a 
case  you  will  have  a  hard  thump  in  Uie  si 
tuatiou  of  the  left  ventricle,  but  you  will 
also  have  it  farther  to  the  leR,  and  even  be- 
hind; and  you  will  n^^  !mve  the  impulse  of 
the  leA  ventricle  under  the  sternum,  in  the 
sitnatioD  of  the  right,  so  that  ^ou  would 
think  the  right  ventricle  was  dilated  and 
hyjKTtrnjjhied  also ;  l)ut  you  find,  from 
the  strong'  impulse  in  all  the  arteries, 
and  Iikewi>c  in  the  situation  of  the  left 
ventricle,  that  it  is  it  which  is  discase  l. 
When  the  right  ventricle  is  bypertrophied 
and  dilated,  the  impulse  does  not  extend 
to  the  left  side ;  and  therefore,  when  you 
find  a  great  impuhe  in  the  situation  both 
of  the  left  and  right  ventricle,  you  may  in- 
fer that  the  thumping  on  the  right  side 
dep<niid<i  on  the  left. 

When  the  heart  is  dilated,  you  of  course 
have  an  additional  symptom;  from  its  oc- 
cupying so  much  nj  tu  r  that  ona^ht  to  be 
occupied  by  the  luugs,  you  hare  a  dull 
fOQiia  to  a  very  great  extent  la  most 
persons  In  health,  when  you  strike  on  the 


cartilages  of  the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  and 

seventh  nh<,  th*  r--  is  more  dull  sound  there 
than  any  ^^  here  ei&e;  but  ii  the  heart  be 
bypcrtropliied  and  dilated,  then  you  have 
the  extent  of  dull  sound  much  increased. 
It  stands  to  reason,  that  whenever  a  part  is 
dilated,  whether  it  be  the  auricle  above  or 
the  right  ventricle  btIo% ,  or  the  left,  you 
will  have  a  dull  sound  over  the  part,  be- 
cause there  is  a  solid  substance  there  where 
there  ought  not  to  be ;  and  in  the  case  of 
fi:reat  dilatation  of  the  left  vcntriclp.  with 
hypertrophy,  you  hare  a  dull  sound  to  a 
very  great  extent.  The  same  circumstance 
would  arise  from  a  collection  of  fluid  in  the 
pleura;  but  \vhe'>  you  ?ee  sym])tom'(  of 
hyperti'ophy  and  dnaia'iou— great  impulse 
of  the  heart,  and  the  symptoms  I  have  now 
in(  ntioned — you  may  infer  that  the  extent 
of  dull  sound  arises  fipom  the  great  dilata- 
tion of  the  part 

In  the  great  majority  of  cases,  thesymp. 
toms  of  hyj)crtn»phy  are  in  the  rej^ion  of 
the  left  vtfuiricle — that  is  to  say,  at  tiie 
cartilages  f  f  the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  and 
seventh  ribs,  to  the  left  of  tlie  sternum, 
and  under  the  sternum,  and  more  to  the 
left  still ;  the  Impulse  is  very  considerdsJe, 
n.'Kl  tlu-  jiiilse  it>eiris  sharp,  and  for  the 
most  part  full  and  strong.  Just  as  in  the 
caseof  a  bellows  sound,  when  there  is  an 
obstruction  in  any  of  tlie  openings,  it  ts 
more  frequently  than  ih>t  r.t  the  mouth  of 
lite  uorttt :  so,  in  exauiuung  the  heart,  it 
is  well  always  to  begin  with  the  left  ven- 
tricle, because  in  nine  eases  out  of  ten,  or 
nineteen  out  of  twtuty,  the  disease  is 
rituated  there.  So,  again,  in  a  case  of  con- 
sumption it  is  wt  11  to  commeiiee  an  exa- 
mination under  the  clavicle,  because  there 
phthisis  usually  commence.^. 

In  dikution  of  the  left  ventricle,  whe- 
thrr  ttcrcmipanied  with  hyperf n>phy  or 
not,  it  is  not  an  uncommon  occurrence  to 
hear  a  bellows  sound,  because,  although 
the  opening:  be  not  at  all  dimini«lief!,  yet 
the  cavity  is  increased;  and  where  the 
cavity  is  dilated  encmnousiy,  it  sends  forth 
such  a  volume  of  blood  towards  the  open- 
ing that  the  huteris  not  caprblc  of  letting 
it  pas^,  ami  therefore  an  ub^lruetion  is 
felt.  I  presume  a  bellows  sound  would 
arise  from  the  «;1i!ntnti.>n  of  any  other 
cavity,  if  the  opening  were  nut  dilated 
also. 

Sometimes  in  hypertroj^hy,  without  such 
dilatation,  there  is  a  bellows  souud  from 
the  position  of  the  heart  being  altered  a 
little,  and  sometimes  ih»m  thecalumtim 
carnrfp  towards  the  opening  being  hyper- 
tropbied,  so  as  to  form  a  little  obstruction. 
But  the  great  symptom  of  hypertrophy  is 
violent  impulse,  ajul  the  great  symptom  of 
dilatation  an  increase  of  sound,  not  a  preter- 
natwrnl  sound.  The  sign  of  obetnietum, 
whAiever  the  ctoie  may  be,  ii  ft  pmtenift- 
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tttftl  sound,  bnttliat  merely  shews  obttnic^ 
tion,  nothing  else. 

Decline  of  ' the  Symptoms  prior  to  Ditsolutton. 
—Now  there  is  another  thing'  to  be  reoieiii- 
hered,  unci  that  is,  that  if  you  cxainini'  a 
person  near  to  the  dose  of  his  disease,  vou 
ttfty  find  rery  t^vr  of  bis  symptonM.  If  a 
persOD  be  near  death,  alth'oug^h  the  hi  art 
maybe  gpreatly  hypertrophifd,  yet  it  imiy 
have  so  lost  its  power  that  it  can  only  act 
with  very  little  force,  and  the  symptoms  of 
hvpf'rtrnphv  TTiay  have  (limiTii  h(  fl  tinirh 
that  you  would  hanilv  susihcI  how  violent 
a  disease  the  indtviaiia!  has  bad,  and  is 

flyinif  of.    So  rt^spect  to  tho  btllows 

sound:  it  will  diminish  before  death, 
because,  altliough  the  opening  has  been 
too  nairow,  yet  the  hi  an  having  lost  its 
power,  sends  forth  so  little  blood  towards 
the  opening,  that  it  escapes  better  than 
before.  So,  too,  in  disease  of  the  heart,  if 
ymt  were  r  alli  t^  in  just  before  death,  you 
really  mi^^ht  not  be  able  sometimes  to 
make  an  aoeoTate  diagraoris:  the  patient 
having  lost  his  power,  he  is  not  so  wholly 
under  the  influenoe  of  his  disease  as  he 
w  tLs  l>cf<>re. 

Trmtmeni  of  Hifpertmphy.-~''Wiih  regard 
to  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  I  have  nn 
doubt  at  all  that  hypertrophy  may  be 
sometimes  cured.  Yon  find  tne  houtf  as 
I  int  Titinni'!!  l)efore,  evidently  in  an  in- 
flaunnaiury  state.  The  organ,  for  the 
most  part,  toward  the  close  of  the  disease, 
is  not  only  firmer  and  harder  than  it  should 
be,  but  likewise  nxlder,  and  frc(jiiently 
there  is  paiu  in  the  region  of  the  heart, 
and  eren  pericarditis  ako.  Now  if  you 
make  a  person  live  nii  hi-vr  diet,  if  you  cup 
repeatedly  over  the  heart,  Iceep  him  per- 
fectly still,  and  rdieve  tiie  boras  when  It 
appears  requi.site,  so  that  there  shall  be  no 
congestion  an^^where,  and  if  you  exhibit 
colchieum,  perhaps  digitalis,  and  some- 
times mercttYy,  if  lie  can  bear  it,  you  will 
see  the  symptomsof  hyi»ertrophy  fi^radually 
decline.  I  have  certainly  known  several 
CMes,  where  I  had  every  reason  to  bdieve 

that  tlie  hypertri>jdjy  was  vi tv  ynat. 
where  abstinence  from  meat,  spirits  ^d 
things  of  that  description — abstinence 
ft>om  mental  exdtemen^  abstinence  from 
every  occupation  of  mind  which  could 
cause  anxiety,  abstinence  Arom  exercise, 
and  every  eircnmstanoe  tlmt  could  (juicken 
the  pnhc — was  followed  by  a  decline  of  the 
symptoms,  and  thepatient  has  been  com- 
paratirely  well.  This,  however,  requires 
a  h>ng  time  ;  and  after  tlie  i>atient  aj>pears 
quite  well,  he  must  persevere  in  the  gene- 
ral plan,  though  not  very  a-ssiduously 
carried  on. 

Local  preferable  to  general  Bleeding. — Local 
bleeding,  lor  the  most  part,  answers  better 
than  general  bleeding.  It  is  not  very  saft 
in  chronic  diseases  of  the  heart  to  bleed  at 


the  arm,  for  now  and  then  patients  w  ill 
fall  into  a  state  of  i«yneope,  and  it  isadan- 

ferous  thing  in  diseases  of  the  heart  to 
leed  to  syncope.  We  have  all  heard  of 
cases  w'hereapatir-ii  t  wiih  i\]<r:\<rAhvnr^  has 
lost  more  blood  than  was  intended,  so  that 
faintaess  was  prodnced  even  by  a  oonple 
of  ounces,  and  the  individual  has  died.  A 
remarkable  instance  of  ihis  kind  happened 
within  the  last  two  yeai^  A  distinguished 
personage,  labouring  nnder  disease  of  the 
heart,  was  bled  at  the  ann,  and  the  ban- 
dage slipped,  and  althoui(h  it  is  said  that 
a  (ew  ounces  only  escaped,  yet  he  Ihinted, 
and  died.  It  is,  therefore,  more  safe  to 
take  blood  from  tlie  heart  itself,  by  means 
of  cupping  or  repeated  leech^  than  to 
bleed  at  ue  arm ;  for  it  is  dangerous  to 
i  nduce  syncope.  If  you  do  bleed  generally, 
as  you  often  may  with  perfect  safety  when 
the  patient  is  strong  and  hearty,  it  should 
not  bo  to  the  extent  of  syncope,  >M'rfiuM? 
patients  with  diseased  heart  will  sometimes 
die  suddenly;  indeed  it  is  not  an  oncommon 
occurrence,  and  tliey  die  more  fteqnontly 
than  not  thronifh  syncope. 

Morbid  Ajipearances  arUingJrom  DiUttatioru 
—In  the  case  of  dilatation,  the  heart  is 
generally  found  soft,  and  paler  than  na- 
tural. More  frequently  than  not,  this 
disease  depends  upon  oebility,  (though  it 
may  ari^e  from  nii  nhstriu  ti  at  tlje 
mouth  of  the  aorta,  for  example,  or  the 
mitral  valve,)  and  therefore  the  heart  is 
usually  found  soft.  When  a  deposition 
has  taken  place  oiit«VMrd«,  you  may  tiiid 
the  organ  finuer  than  naluial;  i>ut  iu  a 
ca.se  of  simple  dilatation,  or  dilatation 
with  hypertrophy,  after  it  has  existed 
some  time,  the  reverse  takes  place. 

Tnatmtnt  «f  IXfolctMi?. «  Now  active 
measures  are  not  required  in  such  a  case 
as  this.  You  have  merely  to  bleed  locally, 
in  order  to  take  olf  the  congestion— to  keep 
an  open  state  of  the  bowels,  and  enjoin 
rest;  very  frequently,  however,  t(»ni(s  are 
required.  If  you  find  the  pulse  soft  and 
feeble,  it  would  be  dangerous  to  take  away 
blo(nl,  the  only  objeet  of  venesection  being 
to  remove  congestion.  Leeches  applied  to 
the  anus  frequently  answer  a  good  pur- 
pose  in  sodi  cases ;  but,  for  the  most  part, 
a  strong  evacuation  is  not  at  all  required. 
When,  however,  there  is  dilatation,  there 
is  much  m<»re  frequently  than  not  hyper, 
trophy,  and  adispo  ition  tn  f1r(i])sy.  From 
the  dilatati«>n,  the  blood  i«  not  sent  out  .so 
fit^ly  as  it  ought  to  be,  and  consequently 
there  in  accumulation,  and  a  tendency  to 
morbid  secretion  in  the  cellular  membrane 
and  in  the  serou.s  cavities,  so  that  great 
congestion  takt  s  phice  in  the  liver,  uid 
likewise  in  the  head,  and  there  i«i  nUo  a 
tendency  to  general  effusion.  Jxitii  In  ing 
the  case,  vou  will  find  it  of  very  great  use 
to  fire  dioreticSy  and  a  eombtnatioa  of 
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iktttt  m  four,      T  fonnorly  mentioned,  is 
beat.    SquillSf  digitalis,  uud  acetate  of 
potash,  aaawer  rery  well:  in  faot,  I  do 
net  know  any  thing  so  crcKitl;  tlicy  answer 
far  belter  than  hjrdrogogue  purgatives. 
Ton  will  IMS  patients  ntiiered  enseedingly 
bY  measures  of  that  (lesiTiplion ;  but  if 
tEe  patient  be  at  all  weak,  you  will  find  it 
st^iceable  to  give  iron,  and  i  believe  the 
best  preparntitiQ  is  the  tMtimtei  because  in 
coTijuiictioii  ^ith  other  mpnii';.  it  h;i^  n 
tendency  to  iocrcoiie  the  flow  ut  unue  and 
the  disehafge  ftom  the  bowels.    I  have 
SLt  ii  patients  with  every  syniploin  of  dila- 
tation of  the  heart  lose  the  greater  part  of 
these  symptoms,  and  be  able  to  go  about, 
•Iter  taking  the  tartrate  of  iron.   It  maj 
be  given  in  lar^edo^es,  a<5  I  formerly  men 
tioned;  in  fact,  instead  uf  a  few  grains,  you 
may  give  a  drachm,  or  even  two,  twice  or 
thnce  a  rlny ;  hut  still  you  cannot  ^five 
it  in  such  iai^ge  quantities  as  the  carbo- 
nate, becnvse  it  is  apt  to  purge  and  to 
pinch — to  do  Boirietliing  more  than  carbo- 
nate or  oxyde  of  iron.     Von  will  find 
many  persons  who  euuuot  taiic  more  than 
a  dnumt.    W hen  it  is  mixed  with  tietde, 
it  opens  the  bowels,  causes  an  increased 
flow  of  urine,  and  straigthens  tht;  patienL 
If  it  purges  too  raadi,  It  is  a  good  plu  to 
mix  an  equal  part  of  carbonate  with  it 

In  such  cases,  I  should  give  this  tonic 
in  preference  to  all  others,  because  I 
know  from  experience  that  it  answers  so 
much  better  than  others.  You  will  see 
many  case«  of  liypertrophy  with  dilatation 
wbsrie  the  patients  are  is  a  state  of  anasaiia 
— in  a  leuciiphlcRTnatic  condllion — ant!  if 
you  take  blood  away,  jou  find  it  watery, 
and  you  make  the  patient  worse.  When 
patients  are  in  a  state  of  aniomia,  where 
it  has  been  induced  hy  bloodletting,  or 
that  peculiar  state  m  ^Nhieli  the  blood  is 
not  piiopefly  manufactured,  the  pulse  will 
become  sharp;  nntl  sn  in  disease  of  the 
heart  you  will  sometiiues  have  a  sharp 
nnlse,  with  great  debility  of  the  patient 
Now  whenever  I  have  seen  this  condition 
united  with  divf-nse  of  the  heart,  1  have 
abslained  from  evacuations,  ^iveu  prepu- 
latioaa  of  iron,  and  have  found  the  natistrts 
iniprore.  But  if  y^n  notice  a  tenuency  to 
efl'usion,  as  shewn  lu  the  ankles,  or  if  you 
hear  mtieoosorother  rattlesin  the  bronchia, 

yon  will  find  diuretics  of  «  ssential  serviee; 
if  there  be  general  paleness  and  debility, 
then  iron  especially  is  one  of  the  ttest 
things  that  can  be  given  i  and  if  the  debi- 
lity be  very  great  while  you  -ivf  diurcUes, 
you  should  exhibit  the  tun  rate  <»f  iron, 
which  is  both  a  diuretic  and  a  tunic. 
With  such  treatment  as  this,  it  is  wonder- 
ful how  much  good  may  be  done.  Yoa 
may  certainly  enre  some  cases;  and  even 
where  the  amn  tion  is  very  severe,  .so  that 
core  is  oat  of  the  questioBi  you  may  slili 


do  a  eertain  portion  of  good— you  may 
make  liic  puiu  nt  icel  better  Uuiu  before, 
and  may  prolong  life.  It  is  our  busineaa 
to  protract  life,  whether  it  is  desirable  for 
the  patient  or  not.  It  is  our  busiaess  to 
act  upon  a  general  role,  and  endeaTonr  to 
jirolouif  life,  without  considering  for  a 
moment  whether  the  individual  would  bo 
better  out  of  the  world  ilmu  in  it.  If  you 
treat  all  these  cases  antiphlog^tioally,  yoa 
may  do  harm;  when  there  is  a  state  nf 
anaemia,  the  adoption  of  such  measures 
woald  be  madaeas;  the  administratiofi  of 
iron,  and  even  good  noaiishmcnty  is  then 
like  proper  treatment. 

ANEURISM  OF  THE  HEART. 

Occasionally  it  happens  flint  dilatation 
of  the  heart  is  partial ;  1  do  nut  mean  af- 
fecting only  one  partienlar  cavity,  bat 
only  one  particular  |>art,  or  particular 
parts  of  cavities.  This  disease  is,  pro. 
perly  speaking,  aneurism  of  the  heart. 
You  are  aware  that  if  only  a  particular 
spot  in  the  wljole  circumference  is  dilated, 
so  tliut  a  iiouch  is  formed,  it  is  termed 
aneurism.  OccaalaDaUy  all  the  eoats  dHalie 
to^:ether  at  one  particnliir  spot,  and  form 
a  pouch  i  and  occasionally  tlie  ioiier  and 
middle  coats  only  am  destroyed;  bat  In 
botli  cases  it  is  culed  "  aneurism." 

Former  rnvnemts  applitathm  of  Oie  term.'-- 
Now  in  the  case  of  the  heart,  the  same 
thing  will  occasionally  happen— tiiere  will 
he  dilatation  at  one  partic  ular  spot.  The 
word  atteuri$)»  was  formerly  misapplied 
with  respect  to  the  heart'->«  dilatation  of 
the  whide  eavity  n  t  tiving  that  appellation. 
You  will  find  that,  in  some  iMJoks,  dilata- 
tion of  the  left  ventricle  is  called  **  aneu- 
rism." If  there  were  dilatation  w  i  th  thin, 
ness,  it  wascalh-d  y^-i'  *'  nnenrism ;  if  there 
were  increased  tiuckucss  united  with  the 
dilatation,  then  it  was  called  octri*  aaea- 
rivin  'I'll -se  expressions  ought  now  to  be 
drop|>ed ;  but  you  wiM  find  them  employed 
in  tnis  way  in  Corvisart*swoik  on  Diseaaea 
of  the  Heart,  which,  at  the  tima  it  was 
]niblishetl,  was  a  very  goml  one. 

You  will  find  a  i-«w;  of  true  aneuri.sm  (»f 
the  heart,  or  dilatation  at  one  spot,  so  as 
to  form  a  pouch,  lucntioned  hy  Dr.  Haillie, 
and  several  iu&>uuievs  of  it  have  now  been 
collected* 

Situatiott  at  tchick  if  occun.  —  It  occurs, 
like  all  other  diseases,  more  frequently  on 
the  left  side  of  the  heart  than  on  the  right, 
and  of  course  principally  in  the  left  ven- 
tricle. Anmrtsm  is  in  itself  a  disease  of 
the  arteries,  and  tlierefore  there  is  strong 
reason  for  presuming  before  hand,  that 
aneurism  i»f  the  heart  would  take  place  on 
the  arterial  side  of  the  oi^gan.  i  am  not 
aware  that  any  instance  has  been  known 
of  the  diiseasc  occurring  in  the  right  ven- 
tricle;  1  beiiere  tbat»  in  creiy  Okie  upon 
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record,  you  will  find  that  it  took  place  in 
the  left.'  I  have,  in  my  work  on  Diiieases 
of  the  Heart,  referred  to  every  case  of  this 
disease  that  I  could  find  upon  record  up 
to  the  time  I  prhlishtd.  The  afTection 
occurred  once  in  u  })aucnt  of  my  own. 

M«tt  frttju4nt  in  Males. — Now  yon  tm 
aware  thnt  arn  Tiri-Tii  of  the  artt'rits  occnrs 
much  more  frequently  in  males  than  in 
ftmiles,  and  tlwt  is  the  ease  with  the  dis- 
ease under  consideration;  in  fact,  T  only 
know  of  one  instance  on  record  in  whicfi 
it  occurml  in  a  female.  The  situation  uf 
it  in  the  left  ventricle  is  rarione.  In  emne 
cases,  the  poucli  hn--  hvc^^  nt  the  apex  of 
the  ventricle,  and  in  otliers — quite  as  nu- 
nenras-<*ic  has  heen  at  the  base.  Some, 
times  it  hiis  been  found  between  the  apex 
and  the  base. 

SympdiOM  not  knoun. — The  symptoms  of 
the  disease  are  not  known.  In  the  case 
under  niy  vnvi\  \  ]md  no  idea  o(  tlu-  man's 
afl'ectiou  al  ail^  1  uuiy  felt  satistfied  that 
he  had  disease  of  the  heart.  At  one  time 
I  thought  it  was  upon  the  rii^ht  side,  and 
at  another  on  the  left.  Accordingly,  as 
the  disease  incfeased«  it  ^tended,  and  did 
not  rcnmin  in  its  original  spot.  Dr.  Baillie 
says  that  the  symptoms  are  similar  to  those 
which  characterise  aneurism  of  the  arch 
of  the  aorta,  hat  that  is  saying  nothing, 
b^tnu'^c  the  symptoms  of  the  latter  nflcc- 
tion  are  dyspmsa,  and  more  or  less  jiain 
at  the  spot;  hot  a  thousand  things  will 
give  rire  to  those  ctrcumstancts.  Dr. 
Baillie  sav^  that  the  pnlsc  is  irre^juiar; 
but  lie  adds  that  it  is  often  regular,  and 
therefore  that  also  amounts  to  nothing.  In 
such  a  case,  yon  will  usually  discover  that 
the  person  ha.s  disease  of  the  heart,  but 
not  lUways,  becaase  die  affection  has  oc- 
curred in'  individuals  in  whom  disease  of 
the  heart  ha.^  not  been  suspected.  Once, 
however,  I  met  with  this  affection  in  the 
left  auricle;  but  I  hare  never  seen  such 
n  ease  on  rrcord.  I  lately  sow  in  some 
museum  a  preparaituii  oi"  this  descrip- 
tion. In  the  case  I  met  with  myself,  the 
left  auricle  was  dilatid  into  a  pomli, 
and  the  pouch  was  lined  with  layers  of 
fibrin,  exactly  lihe  aneurism  of  the  aorta. 
It  was  not  merely  coagulum,  but  the  fibrin 
was  organized.  In  this  case,  also,  I  had  no 
idea  of  th'  niau's  disease.  I  knew  that  he 
had  dis^i  ase  of  the  heart,  and  I  thought  it 
wn>  dil;it:ition  of  tlu"  vent-'  -U-;  but  as  to 
lilis  parlicuiar  atiection  ut  iJ»e  auricle  I 
c^fess  I  knew  nothing  abont  it  W hcther 
1  srhojild  now  l)e  able  to  discover  this  dis- 
ease in  any  way,  1  cannot  tell,  but  I  sltould 
think  I  could  not,  even  though  I  have  bad 
lonzcr  experience. 

Not  iumriobiti  lined  bv  a  tmooth  mmbruve. 
>~In  aneurism  of  the  left  ventricle,  tiic 
poach  is  sometimes  lined  by  a  smooth 
membrane,  and  sometimes  not*  and  there' 


fore  aneurism  of  the  heart  follows  the 
exact  rule  of  aneurism  of  the  aorta.  You 
are  aware  that  in  the  latter,  sometimes  the 
inner  coat  is  not  injured  at  all,  but  the 
three  coats  ;tr<'  all  dilated  toc»'ther  at  one 
spot,  so  that  you  find  the  pouch  liued  by 
a  smooth  membrane.  Sometimes  meie 
pnuches  fiTc  fnnncd  in  the  heart  -  a  mere 
dilatatiou  ha^i  existed,  and  sometimes  you 
will  find  no  lining  membrane  at  all,  the 
inner  membrane  of  the  heart  having  been 
destroyed.  The  heart,  therefore,  is  sub- 
ject to  aneuruiui,  both  true  and  luise,  ex- 
actly like  the  arteries;  bat  instaaoes  of 
the  disease  am  veiy  ram. 

INDURATION  AND  SOFTENING. 

With  ret^ard  to  induration  and  softening 
of  tlie  heart,  I  may  remark  that  sometimes, 
when  the  organ  is  hypertrophicd,  it  is 
indurated,  and  sometimes  I  have  seen  in- 
duiution  without  liypertrophy.  When  the 
heart  is  softened,  it  is  generally  dilated, 
bnt  this  is  not  always  the  case;  if  soften* 
inif,  hijwrvcT.  have  existed  lon^-  before 
deatii,  I  cauuot  but  suppose  that  dilatation 
must  be  the  consequence.  Induration, 
therefore,  is  rather  allied  to  hypertrophy 
of  the  heart,  and  softening  to  dilntntion  of 
it.  Hypertrophy  is  ^neraliy  an  lutium- 
matory  disease  —  a  diseaw,  at  any  rate,  of 
over  nourishment,  and  thereft'n  ym  mnv 
suppose  thai  the  oi^gan  will  in  time  become 
firmer  than  nsaal;  whereas  dilalation  is 
rather  a  disease  of  debility,  and  therefore 
yo u  mu St  su  ppose  that  i n  m  any  su  eh  cases  the 
heart  will  be  soft;  before  death,  however, 
a  heart  that  is  hypertroidiied  may  beoome 
.soft. 

Hxfmploau  and  morbid  appfarancet,-^!  do 
not  know  any  particnlar  symptoms  of  in- 
duration «  [■  till  heart,  but  if  it  result  from 
an  inflammatory  state,  you  mav  expect 
long  continued  violent  action  of  the  heart, 
and  a  strong  pulse.  When  the  heart  is 
softened,  the  puls^  is  generally  feeble; 
and  after  death,  there  is  frequently  a 
quantity  of  bloody  fluid  found  in  the  peri- 
eardinm  —  the  softened  condition  of  the 
organ  having  allowed  the  blood  to  exude 
from  the  vessels.  Sometimes,  when  the 
heart  is  indurated,  it  is  not  redder  titan 
usual;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  rather  pale, 
and  this  is  snmclimes  the  ca«e  wlieu  it  is 
softened.  In  carditis — true  inllammation 
of  the  siih-:nnre  of  the  heart — snrh  con- 
gestion takes  place  that  the  organ  is  dark 
ooloored,  and  nsnally  it  is  soft. 

ABSCESSES  AND  ULCERATION. 

Occasionally  we  see  abscesses  in  the 

heart,  and  I  believe  that  for  the  most  part 
they  occur  not  very  far  from  the  pericar- 
dium outside,  or  the  lining  membrane 
within.  It  is  said  that  they  may  oerur  in 
the  middle  of  the  substance  of  the  heart. 
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but  I  rather  doubt  that;  I  think  they  he- 
gin  in  the  siiuation  1  bare  stated. 

Occasionally  uloeratioii  is  seen  without 
SB  absoesa.  Of  course,  vrben  an  ab.<'ccs8 
exists,  it  may  go  on  to  uli  cmtion,  mid  ul- 
cemte  through  the  {lericardiuiu  or  iiiting 
memlmuie;  out  sometimes  ulceration  ap. 
pears  to  begin  in  tlie  lining  membraue  it- 
self—at least  a  little  suueracial  ulceration 
is  seen,  without  any  collection  of  matter. 

RUPTURE  OF  THE  HEART. 

When  an  abscess  has  proceidcd  to  any 
extent,  of  course  the  heart  is  very  likely  to 
mptarc,  and  therefore  rupture  of  the  heart 
luu  sometimes  been  seen  after  an  abscess. 
Sometilnee,  however,  the  organ  is  mptarcd 
without  any  abscess  Ts  hatt  ver,  and  \^  ilhout 
any  particular  deviation  from  a  healthy 
struciurc,  unless  it  be  softening.    I  never 
met  butuithonecaseofniptiireofthehearty 
and  in  tliat  instancf  the  orphan  was  ter? 
•ofL    It  occurR*d  in  a  gentleman  who,  I 
beliete,  was  a  proprietor  of  this  Univer- 
sity, a  very  ri'spcetnhle  nuilicul  man  in 
this  neigkbonrhood,  about  60  years  of  age, 
and  corpulent   He  had  three  attacks  of 
pain  ab4mt  the  prtecordia,  aeeompanied 
with  dyspnnpa  and  palpitation;    but  he- 
had  gone  out  as  usual  in  the  intervals. 
One  morning,  however,  a  fourth  attack  of 
pain  took  plarr  in  the  reg^i -n  of  tlie  heart, 
and  he  rang  his  bell  for  his  assistant,  who 
wudied  him  to  have  a  fomentation.  The 
asMstant  left  the  room,  the  gentleman  mncf 
\m  bell  vicdently,  and  before  the  assistant 
could        up  to  him  hu  was  dead.  On 
opening  hiin,  I  found  a  /.ig-zig  fissure  in 
the  froDt  of  the  heart  in  ihe  left  ventricle. 

The  greater  number  of  instances  of  this 
disease  nave  taken  place  towards  the  apex 
of  Ihe  heart.  It  is  tfn  q  (  x  whieh  is  thin, 
and  when  the  oi^au  xrowa  very  thin,  or 
very  soft,  rapture  asauly  takes  place  there, 
or  not  veiy  nr  from  It  This  accident  oc 
eon  far  inoro  fn  quently  in  the  left  ven 
tride  tiiuu  any  where  else;  but  it  may 
oeeor  in  any  part  of  the  heart  Some  per. 
sons  have  ■api>08ed  that  it  nlways  takes 

Slace  in  the  left  ventricle,  but  you  will 
nd  insttmoesof  its  oecurring  in  the  ri^ht 
George  the  Second  died  of  this  affection. 
He  fell  down  OTie  mominc;  at  Kensington, 
the  sergeant  .surgeon  \Mis  sent  for,  and  he 
attempted  to  bleed  him,  but  could  not; 
and  on  npctiin;^  liim  thev  found  that  the 
heai t  was  ruptured,  and  had  let  forth  a 
onaatity  of  blood.  It  is  mther  singular 
that  one  of  the  same  family  (the  Princess 
of  Brunswick)  died,  twenty  years  before, 
of  the  same  affection ;  anu  not  only  was 
there  raptare  of  tiie  heart,  but  rupture  of 
the  riirht  vent  rich'.  T  rceolltMt  heing  asked 
once  \v|)eiher  a  person  couid  mistalce  syn- 
cope for  apoplexy,  and  I  referred  to  the 
particular  case  of  Goofge  the  Second. 


His  Majesty  ffH  (Ifwvn  «riisele^s,  and  the 
8ei^ant'SurgC4»u  bled  ium  at  once;  evi- 
dently presuming  that  it  was  a  fit  of  apo- 
plexy.  Had  he  ui  juscd  the  case  to  be 
one  of  syncope,  he  certiunly  would  not 
i.u  ve  bled  him— orat  least haveattempted it 

RVrrVRT.  OF  THE  rALVFS. 

Occasiouaiiv  the  valves  give  way  sud- 
denly.   A  valve  hae  been  torn  under  a 
very  \iolent  effort  and  very  distressing 
symptoms  have  taken  place.    Great  paiu 
has  generally  been  felt  j  but  if  not  great 
dyspnea  and  great  rapidity  of  pulse  :  of 
course  I  mean  if  the  rupture  be  extensive. 
If  it  take  place  slowly,  there  cannot  be 
these  sudden  symptoms.   Sometimes,  from 
mere  intensity  of  disease,  the  valves  will 
become  exceedingly  fragile,  or  thin,  and 
will  give  way  without  any  eflbrt,  jnet  as 
the  heart  will  do  from  extremr  snncninc:; 
but  sometimes,  on  the  other  baud,  they 
will  give  way  under  a  violent  efibrt.  vn 
one  of  the  numben  of  the  Mnlical  Gatett* 
there  is  a  very  well  marked  case  of  rupture 
of  the  tricuspid  valve,  in  which  great  rapi- 
dity and  irregularityof  the  pulsetook  place, 
an^  I  jiresunie  dyspncca.     The  patient 
died  six  or  seven  days  afterwards.  Death 
does  not  always  immediately  ensue  on  Tup. 
tiire  of  the  Mart  when  it  arises  from  an 
internal  cause ;  it  may  take  place  instantly, 
and  generally  does,  but  sometimes  it  does 
not  take  place  for  several  hours.   In  the 
ease  of  the  valves,  however,  a  patient  may 
not  only  live  several  hours,  but  for  several 
days;  and,  for  what  I  know,  a  much 
longer  period  than  that    A  very  slight 
degree  of  rupture  of  the  valves  may  only 
keep  up  a  considerable  irritation,  and  ua 
patient  may  die  from  its  ill  effects  at  a 
vcrv  distant  period.    One  autlmr  mentions 
an  Instance  which  occurred  alter  a  foil  on  , 
the  right  side  of  the  ehest,  and  death  did 
not  take  place  for  five  months;  yet  it  was 
found  that  an  aortic  valve  was  torn. 

Sometimes,  instead  of  the  valves  them- 
selTss,  the  coram  tendinem  have  been  foood 
raptured. 

CANGRENR 

I  have  never  seen  pamrrenc  of  the  heart. 
ra«es  have  been  supposed  to  be  gangrene 
of  the  heart,  but  I  should  imagine  they 

were  only  instances  of  extreme  eoriRestion 
of  blood,  which  have  been  mistaken,  by 
uninformed  persons,  to  be  gangrene. 

OXsiriC  ATION. 

1  mentioned  that  the  pericardium,  like 
other  serous  membranes,  is  sometimes  os- 

sified;  but,  generally  spcakintf,  I  lH'lie\e 
it  is  not  the  pericardium  itself  that  has 
suflered  this  disease,  but  the  subserous 
cellular  membrane  immediately  bidow  it-> 
as  in  the  case  of  the  pleura.  But  mm  and 
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Umb  this  ossifieatimi  htm  been  rerj  exten- 

siTC,  and  in  pr<«iKirti«m  tn  tli  i}  ha^  the 
mmcnJar  substance  bvueaUi  been  alro- 
pMed— wMted  awaj;  and  I  believe  tbit  is 
the  nature  of  those  eases  which  have  been 
called  "  ossification  of  the  hiurt."  lione 
has  been  deiM>siteU  uudt;r  the  pericardtuut, 
or  perhaps  under  the  Uning  membrane 
witnin,  and  thv  Tnn!»etilar  substanct* 
wasted ;  so  that  the  heart  has  been  iuuud 
little  more  than  a  ibelL  Mr.  Bants,  in 
his  work  on  Oineases  of  the  lT»  art,  iiuii- 
tions  an  instance  where  the  ventricles  were 
little  more  than  shells  of  bone.  He 
sajs  that  no  one  ever  saw  complete  ossi- 
firation.  From  the  pmprens  nnw  made 
in  murbid  auati>uiy,  1  Itate  no  doubt  that 
there  are  instances  of  a  deposition  of  hone 
rxtrmal  to  the  mu'^culnr  snbstanrr,  nnd  n 
wasting  awav  of  the  muscular  substauco 
llaelf. 

QssJFicAnoy  of  the  aiRovAnr 

ARTERIES, 

It  is  a  mnch  more  common  occurrence 
to  see  the  coronnry  arteries  ossified;  in- 
deed they  arc  very  frequently  so.  The 
mast  fineqnent  sitnatloo  of  bone  about  the 
?p  :irr,  is  at  the  mitral  valve  and  tht-  Iw 
ginning  ol'  the  aorta  (we  vousider  the  bu- 
f^innlng'  of  the  aorta  as  a  part  of  the 
heart),  an<i  lu  xt  to  Aat,  ossiocatlon  of  the 
coronarjr  arteries. 

AKCIKA  PECTORIS. 
Symplff't^.  —  'Sriw  it  has  been  <?Mppo!icd 
that  ossiiiculiuu  of  the  coronary  arteries,  or 
at  least  a  degree  of  indaration  amonntinf^ 

to  carlilni^f,  tjivi i  (trcasion  t'^  tlj'  '^\niji 
torn;;  eailed  angina  pectoris.  By  angina  pec- 
toris is  meant  a  sadden  Tlolcnt  pain  in 
some  part  of  the  chest  near  the  heart,  and 
r«:]riT!n!lv  nt  Ihr  stenium  ;  this  pain  caus- 
ing the  natit  tn  to  stand  still  if  he  be  walk 
Inft,  and  inducinir  ^  sensation  as  if  he  were 
nhnnt  to  r\])ir'  'VUv  pain  at  tir^t  tk  iVIt 
only  at  one  s|>ot,  in  the  situation  1  have 
mentioned ;  hot  at  lenrth  It  extends  to  the 
should* T,  darts  tlinniffn  To  tlu-  sjtine,  f»^i»es 
down  the  arm,  and  occurs  at  the  end  of  the 
fini;irs,  in  i^neral  beiu^  confined  to  the 
lel\  side,  though  there  arc  a  few  eases 
wh*>rp  it  lias  extended  to  the  ritflit 
shtiniiier,  and  dawn  the  right  uriu,  and 
even  down  the  fnmt  of  the  loins;  but  that 
is  usually  after  it  ha<  cxistid  some  time, 
longer  or  idiorter,  at  the  sternum,  and  down 
the  left  arm.  There  Is  not  neceswily 
pali»ilutinn ,  yon  jiuiy  have  the  affi  rtion 
wiilMmt  any  palpitation.  Dr.  Uaygarth, 
of  Bath,  has  coUeeted  a  fast  number  of 
nutes  u(  this  description,  and  has  inferred 
that  fhese  symptoms  arp  fhann'tfTistic  of 
diM  av'  «f  the  ronmary  arteritx:  he  dot^ 
nnt  Miy  ut  iMiNiBeatinn,  as  some  make  liim 
»aj,  hint  disease  of  those  artcricOf  wlietlier 


it  be  indnmtion,  or  the  formation  of  carti- 
lage or  bone.    But  it  is  now  ascertained 

that  this  ilis«.ns<-  does  not  ehwucterize  any 
narticidar  alicciion  of  the  lieart.  Yuumay 
hare  it  without  ossiflcation»  oran^penep. 
tiblr  fli>rn=;e  of  the  comnarr  nrfcnes  ;  nnd, 
on  the  other  hand,  you  will  frequently  hnd 
ossifieatifm  of  the  ooronarf  arterica  withonC 
the  synijitouis  railed  angina  pectoris.  Yon 
will 'find  angina  pectoris  rerjr  wdi  da* 
scribed  by  Dr.  Heberden,  in  an  eailv  to- 
lume,  the  first  or  second  I  believe,  or  the 
Transactions  (.f  the  College  of  Physicians, 
1 1  is  not  one  of  the  common  symptoms  of 
disease  of  the  heart ;  in  the  greater  nnn^. 
her  of  instances  of  this  aflfection,  "n  htifever 
it  may  be,  you  have  nut  the  syiupioms  of 
angina  peetoris;  and  altiiongfa  it  is  a  fhct 
that  yon  fh'qncntly  hare  the?**'  sMuptonis 
when  there  is  ossification  of  tlie  coronary 
arteries,  or  great  ossification  of  the  month 
of  the  aoita,  jet  you  may  hare  them  in  al- 
most any  disease  of  ilic  heart  whsiterer, 
and  ali»o  without  any  ossification  at  all. 

Such  symptoms,  it  it  well  known  now, 
will  take  place  withont  any  disease  '^f  the 
heart ;  in  fact,  iMimc  cases  were  published 
a  few  years  ago,  which  weie  aeenrately  de- 
scribed as  angina  peetoris,  l>nt  in  which  no 
<lisease  of  the  heart  was  fonnd  alter  death. 
The  tnitli  is,  that  gastrodvuia,  spa^onodic 
pain  of  the  stotnaeh,  I  believe^  frequently 
resembles  this  atreetion.  The  left  side  of 
the  stomach  is  situated  close  to  Uie  heart, 
and  a  violent  pain  of  the  ilomach  (n  - 
•  fitfTttlv  sill M its  upward*  ;  frft|ncntly  it  will 
iUi(M>t  as  far  as  the  shoulder,  and  eren 
down  Uie  arm.  In  cases  of  i)tire  spttano- 
i!ie  or  neuralijic  j»ain  of  the  stnmach,  which 
w  ill  give  way  to  stramonium,  nmssic  acid, 
and  remedies  of  that  descripticm,  ana 
which  are  shewn  to  be  diseases  of  the  sto. 
niach,  not  only  by  their  trasincr  entirely  on 
the  exhibitiiin  «»f  remedies  calculated  to  re- 
lieve funetional  disoideia  of  the  stomadb, 
hut  !n  r\oidity,  iierhaps  r()mitini<;,  nnd  va- 
riou.s  other  symptoms  indicating  disea«c  of 
the  stomach  and  not  of  the  heart,  I  hayo 
known  persons  seized  with  a  violent  pain 
when  they  have  moved  quickly,  just  the 
same  as  w  hen  there  has  been  disease  of  the 
heart  itself.  The  heart  is  certainly  sub- 
jivt  to  pain  of  a  nenrnlgie  chameler.  I 
iiavc  seen  sevcnd  casta  4>f  persons  who 
have  bail  riolent  pain  at  diflercnt  times  in 
tfii  rt-gion  of  the  ncart,  and  the  difTi  rence 
between  it  and  what  is  called  angina  pec- 
toris I  hare  fonnd  to  be  this— that  the  hit> 
ter  is  only  felt  when  the  patient  moves 
alxmt,  whereas  a  neuralgic  pain  is  felt 
quite  as  sefere  a^ien  the  patient  is  sittin|( 
still ;  frequently,  too,  there  is  pain  darting 
in  oilier  ifininet  nerves  of  the  hfwly.  Tht; 
pain  i;»  of  a  stabbniir  elianu  ter  ;  ami  ai 
tlitMigb  it  nutv  lie  made  worse  h\  tlx  pa. 
tient  jolting  lilmseif  abooti  yet  when  he  ia 
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ferhedy  ttiU  It  will  frequently  come  on 
10  the  mott  violent  way.  Another  diag- 
nostic mark  is,  that  iu'timl^;iu  is  not  jmrti- 
cuiuriy  dixjHKstd  tu  durt  tliruugh  tlie  left 
wm,  nor  is  it  attended  with  a  dying  seii8a> 
tiun,  a5  thongli  the  individual  were  aJtont 
to  expire. 

TWefmrnt^In  TeffuA  to  the  sympUniM 

called  Biiginu  ptctoris,  T  havt-  relicTea  them 
mure  by  prussic  acid  tlian  Jiny  other  re- 
medy. If  there  be  organic  disease  of  the 
heart,  yon  eannot  relieve  it  u>  the  same 
extent  a  neuraluic  affection  r>f  the  or- 
gan, and  1  d«>  nt>t  know  tliat  1  ever  did 
partieiilar  g«>od  In  such  eaeet. 

OTIJER  STRUCTURAL  DISEASES, 

There  are  certain  other  ttmctund  affec- 
tions of  the  heart,  not  to  be  known  1^  any 

particular  signs. 

1  haT€  seen  the  substance  of  tht  lican 
apparently  changed  to  fat.  I  rceoUeet 
o|H*ning  an  individual,  in  whonj  tlierewas 
merely  an  cvtreme  tiiin  layer  of  muscular 
sobetanoe  on  the  outside  of  tlw  heart  and 
within,  and  wlu  ji  we  had  cut  through  this, 
the  rest  was  all  fut.  'I'he  individual  had 
Imbonred  vnder  great  difficulty  of  breath, 
ing,  dropsy,  and  acnte  at  tacks*  of  syncope. 
The  heart  was  not  able  t.»  <ht  its  duty. 
He  was  known  to  have  disease  of  the 
heart  for  many  years,  but  no  one  conld 
imai,'ine  the  real  natnre  of  the  <liscasp. 
i^tagnatiou  i>f  blood  took  place  in  various 
parte,  and  tliere  was  drop«y  and  fkintinfir. 
You  will  find  a  ft*«  other  instances  «>f  this 
afleetiun  recorded  in  the  Dublin  Hospital 
Reports,  and  the  Kdintiurgh  Medicaland 
Surgical  Journal.  'I'his  is  different  to 
those  cases  where  fat  is  deposited  outside 
the  heart ;  the  heart  is  replaced  sometimes 
by  fat. 

*  Occasionally  tlie  heart  is  scrofnh)ns;  I 
have  seen  scrofulous  tubercular  matter  in 
its  substance. 

The  lieart  is  said,  though  I  have  m  ver 
seen  it,  sometimes  to  be  in  a  cancerous 
eondition,  and  It  will  contain  cysts,  and 
they  say  everi  true  hydatids.  Sometimes 
the  heart  has  melanotic  deposits,  bat  1 
hare  never  seen  that  affection. 

'I'he  heart  will  sometimes  waste  away, 
Ih;  ntni^'liied;  and  then  it  generally  l(W)ks 
pale  and  wrinkled,  and  is  c«miparcd  bv 
Laennec  to  a  shrivelled  a])ple.  You  wijl 
fre<|'init!y  find  this  to  1)e  the  case  in 
phtluMi*,  but  occasioually  it  occurs  inde- 
pendently of  that  complaint  Yon  are  not, 
however,  justified  in  savin;?  that  the  In  art 
is  atropliied  because  it  is  »mall ;  for  it  may 
have  contracted,  and  you  find  Uiat  the 
walls  arc  thick  in  pn>portion  as  the  organ 
is  smalt.  I  mentioned  that  the  walin  he. 
tng  thick  in  not  suflicieut  to  \\arrai:t  yon 
in  saying  that  there  is  hypt  rtrophy ;  i  n  o r 
der  to  coostitate  bypirtropby,  there  siiuuld 


be  no  diminntion  of  bulk  in  proportion  to 
the  incrcaaed  thickness.  So,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  is  no  nnsoh  to  say  that  the 
heart  is  waited  Wcause  it  is  small  j  in  or- 
der to  constitute  atrophy,  there  must  be  no 
increase  of  thickness  in  propwtion  to  the 
diminution  of  the-cavity. 

Occasionally,  the  heart,  when  it  is  wast- 
ed,  doe^  not  become  smaller  ;  the  bulk  re- 
mains the  same  externnlly,  hut  all  the 
walls  hare  become  thin.  The  cavity  has 
increased  in  proi>ortion  as  the  walls  have 
become  thin,  btit  there  has  been  no  increase 
of  the  external  surface.  This  is  an  in- 
stanc*c  of  atrophy,  just  the  same  as  when 
the  whole  Inilk  lias  been  It  -vi  ned  together. 

1  once  iipened  a  very  curious  case:  there 
were  small  slobular  cysts,  each  containing 
bloody  fluid,  and  which  were  attached  by 
peduncles  to  the  inner  surface  of  the  heart. 
They  did  not  hang  into  the  c-avity,  hut 
existed  between  the  calumnes  cams,  aiul 
were  st^n  pressing  the  ventriele  out.  It  is 
very  singular,  but  it  occurred  in  the  indi- 
vidual in  whom  I  found  for  the  first  time 
in  my  life — hefo-e  I  heard  of  such  a  tiling 
— what  is  called  "  pulmonary  apoplexy." 

You  will  continually,  on  opening  a  heart, 
fiinl  a  large  cot^ulum  of  filjrin — pure 
fibrin,  the  red  particles  being  altira^ether 
separated.  These  cttagula  arc  called,  in 
common  language,  or  at  least  were  called, 
pt'litpi.  We  do  \vt  11  to  get  rid  of  snrli  tih 
surd  names.  This  til)rin  was  sup]K>scd  to 
have  estisted  during  life,  and  to  have  indi< 
cated  great  disease,  but  it  is  now  known 
to  be  merely  a  sepanition  of  the  red  parti- 
cles. Occasionally,  however,  Uiis  does 
exist  duriiii;  life  ;  and  I  i)resnme  the  mode 
of  distinguishing  it  will  be  tu  observe  whe- 
ther the  coagula  are  organized  and  adhe- 
rent to  the  substance  or  not.  If  you  see 
that  these  con','ula  of  fibrin  are  organized, 
really  vascular,  adherent  to  the  sides,  not 
merely  sticking  among  tlie  calumnae  came», 
but  attached  by  real  adhesions,  then  you 
may  supi>osc  that  they  existed  duriog  ufe. 
InstBnces  have  occnmd  in  which  the 
symptoms  were  decidedly  referriblc  to  these 
coagula,  where  the  course  of  the  blood  was 
obstructed  without  any  one  knowing  the 
rea.son  why,  and  whcrealielhiAvs  sound  was 
hcartl,  hut  after  death  acoa^julum  of  fibrin 
vva.s  ftmnd  Ufihcrcnt,  perfectly  united  to  the 
substance  of  the  heart.  I  once  met  with 
an  instance  my^  lf  where  a  large  p<»rtion 
of  fibrin  was  adiierent  to  tiie  mitral  valve, 
just  in  the  same  way  as  an  adhesion  will 
exist  in  the  pnlmonaiy  and  costal  pleom* 

CAUTIONS  AS  TO  DIAGNOSIS. 

You  see,  therefttre,  that  there  arc  a  great 
nnmlx-r  of  organic  diseases  of  the  heart 
which  ^ivc  no  si^n  to  the  ear ;  but  while 
you  have  no  right  to  say  that  there  is  not 
organic  disease  of  the  heart,  I  do  not 
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know  timt  ytm  are  jn'^tifit  d  in  nnv  ca^c  in 
saying  Umt  there  is.  i'here  is  no  sign  of 
•erofkila  of  the  heart,  no  sign  of  cancer, 
no  sign  of  abscesses  in  it.  A  number  of 
changes  may  take  place  in  the  heart  of  a 
ttnietnTal  ]iattii«»  and  yet  give  no  lign 
that  the  car  can  appreciate,  and  ma?  only 
disturb  \hv  functions  of  the  organ  in  such 
a  way  that  von  are  almost  at  a  loss  to  say 
whether  iIrii-  is  functional  or  structural 
discfi^c.  One  is  never  justified  in  vaying 
to  any  individual  that  he  has  not  t>truclu- 
nl  dleeaseof  the  heart;  you  may  say  that 
the  symptoms  yoti  observe  do  not  indicate 
it,  and  you  tuny  say  that  such  and  such  a 
stnictum  disease  docs  not  exist,  but  you 
ran  not  afiim  thmt  thew  is  no  structural 
«luiease  whatarer. 

ANEUniSM  OF  THE  AORTA, 

Th' Ti  (li-^cn^c  of  another  part  which  it 
is  right  to  mention  as  a  part  of  the  heart. 
It  is  situated  in  the  chest,  and  is  an  aflVc 
tion  of  the  ascending  aorta,  particularly 
of  the  arch.  The^c  arc  ynr's  which  are 
very  frequently  disicaHcd,  nnd  we  have  con- 
tinnaUy  to  make  a  diagnosis  between 
nffections  of  the  m  and  of  flic  lirart.  The 
uu»st  common  disease  of  the  aortu  is,  of 
course,  aneurism  or  dilatation.  We  con- 
tiotnilly  find  on  opening  bodies,  that  while 
there  is  disease  of  the  heart  itself,  there  is 
disease  of  the  aorta  also,  'i  lie  inner  sur- 
faoeis  rough,  perhaps  studded  withayellow 
opaque  substftnce,  perhaps  wrtli  bone,  and 
frequently  the  inner  coat  is  destroyed  here 
and  there,  so  that  there  is  rough  hone, 
"ivf  i  h  tlie  blood  passes  (»Tor.  When  the 
inner  coat  is  destroyed,  nn  appearance  very 
much  like  ulceration  is  seen.  You  will 
sometimes  see  the  inner  surface  of  the 
aorta  ronijh,  like  the  bark  of  a  tree,  be- 
tween the  yciluw  deposit  nnd  the  bone 
itself. 

Of  course  there  is  no  sign  which  will 
indicate  this  ufi'cction.  It  rarely  exists 
alone,  but  is  genendlj  found  united  widi 
disease  of  the  left  ventricle.  Disease  of 
the  left  ventricle  will,  how*  ver,  exist  with 
out  it,  and  it  may  take  ])Iace  independently 
of  disease  of  the  left  Ten  t  r  i  de. 

The  aorta,  where  it  arises  fn>m  the 
heart,  is  frequently  dilated;  and  besides 
being  dilated,  it  is  fte<]uently  distended  at 
onr  spot  or  niorc  into  a  ptmch,  si-  (liat  an 
aneurism  cxi'^ts.  There  is  seldom  an  ancu 
rism  of  the  ascending  aorta  without  a  dila- 
tation— that  is  to  sttv,  the  whole  circum 
fcrcncc  of  the  nsccnclinq:  aorta  dilates  in 
the  first  place,  and  then  in  the  midst  t)f 
the  dilated  vessel  \oii  sec  at  one  spot  a 
poncb  foiitnd  Nneurisin  rer;  nircly 
afiects  the  a&ccuding  aorta  without  the 
Tfssel  having  been  first  dilated. 

Aneurism  of  the  ascending  aorta  fre- 


qnently  exi-its  without  people  being  aware 
of  it,  and  (iicy  will  fall  down  dead  in  a 
moment,  as  if  they  were  shot,  nobody 
imagining  %vhat  is  the  matter;  nnd  at  thr 
autopsy,  the  aorta  is  found  ruptured  into 
the  pericardium.  1  had  a  striking  instance 
of  this  in  a  woman  who  came  into  the 
hospital  with  a  pain  in  the  neck,  face,  nnd 
shoulder,  \\  hicli  appeared  to  be  iheumalic. 
Leeches  were  being  applied,  she  duieked, 
fell  back,  and  was  dead  in  a  few  minutes. 
On  opening  her,  I  found  that  the  pericar- 
dium was  filled  with  blood.  In  these 
cases,  on  cutting  the  pericunlinni.  out 
flows  a  quantity  of  bloody  serum;  then, 
after  that,  you  find  a  coagulum  of  blood, 
and  then  you  observe  a fi mure  in  the  aorta; 
first  in  the  pericardium ;  and  under  that 
again  you  generally  find  a  transverse 
fissure.  In  this  case,  the  inner  and  the 
middle  coats  had  given  way  some  time 
before  i  a  great  quantity  of  blood  was 
effused,  tbe  coagnlnm  was  organised,  and, 
as  in  common  aneurism,  it  pushed  out  the 
external  coat,  which  suddenly  cracked, 
and  she  instantly  expirctL 

It  very  often*  happens,  ai  Ihavemen- 
tiomd,  that  patients  die  of  rupture  of  the 
aorta  into  Ibe  pericardium  without  tbe 
patient  knowing  previously  that  there  is 
any  thing  at  all  the  matter;  but  if  the 
disease  be  situated  a  little  higher  than 
that,  then  }'ou  tinve  certain  symptoms  in> 
ductid. 

Sftmptoms. —  Siipposititr  tfmtthediscii.se  is 
situated  in  the  ascending  aorta  after  tbo 
vessel  has  left  the  pericaroinra,  the  patient 
then  frequently  oomjilains  of  pain  at  that 
narticalar  spot;  and  on  listening,  you 
near  a  certain  loud  sound  at  the  stroke  of 
the  heart— at  the  time  of  the  pulse,  and 
this  Irmg  before  it  Ins  y<rndtif  (  d  a  (nnior. 
M  hen  the  aneu»iMn  iuis  attained  a  cci  iain 
si^e,  it  generally  produces  a  tumor  on  the 
right  side,  nl>  nf  the  fifth  or  sixth  ribs. 
The  symptoms  of  disease  of  the  heart  are 
at  the  sternum  on  tite  left  side ;  but  in  the 
case  of  the  ascending  aorta,  they  occur  on 
the  right  side.  If  the  disease  be  situated 
higher  up  still,  in  the  aich  ilscJf,  you  have 
the  tumttr  in  the  situation  of  the  thiid  or  » 
fourth  ri!)>,.  If  it  occur  in  the  superior 
part  i»f  the  arch,  then  you  have  the  tumor 
above  the  sternum  at  the  davide;  Now 
whin  thne  is  a  tumor,  it  pulsutes  Tciy 
strongly,  and  there  are  general  symptoms. 
There  w  frequently  cough,  frequently  mu- 
cous and  bloody  expectoration,  and  some- 
times there  is  (fitfif  (!!»v  of  hrcathinir.  Tbe 
dv'i>pnn;a  is  .sunuimn  .  so  great  that  the 
person  cannot  lie  I  <  ^  n,  and  sometimes 
there  is  difiicultN  !  .billowing.  If  it  so 
happen  that  the  a'sophagus  is  pressed 
upon,  the  ctiuipression  is  ffeqnentiy  SQcih 
that  it  produces  spumodic  MthnHu  You 
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haiTe  paiii  st  the  rirhtthonlder,  pain  down 

the  rififbi  iiriu,  aiul  piiin  at  the  right  side 
ol'  the  head.  Lnder  these  rircumstances 
there  can  be  no  doubt  whatevc-r  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  disease. 

I  have  foUDd  that  I  hnvr  be  rn  n hit-  to 
discover  this  aflVction  by  hearing;  a  loud 
cound  in  these  part«.  Ekertiii  «a2d  Uiat  it 
could  he  iliscuvered,  but  Laenntc  said  it 
could  not  Berlin,  however,  replied  that 
Laennec  did  not  appJy  the  stediosoope  in 
the  ri^ht  place;  that  he  fshould  have  ap- 
plied it  over  the  steninni,  and  then  in  tl»e 
incipient  .stajfe  he  would  liav  i-  l)carU  u  loud 
•ound.    I  certainly  have  heard  at  that 

Eart  n  hmd  s  mnrV  li.udcr  than  ;it  the 
carl  itself;  aiwi  whuu  the  patient  has  had 
dilBeultj  of  breathing  and  cough,  such 
symptoms  as  might  arise  frntn  antnri^iii,  I 
have  suspected  aneurism  of  the  arch  of  tiie 
aorta  before  there  has  been  an  external 
tumor. 

The  other  day  I  ]vv\  n  in  which  I 
was  able  to  veril^  the  dlu^^iM)^is,  l)ut  then 
1  had  aomething  more  to  guide  me,  for 
tht-re  was  a  tumor,  sotliat  it  wnscUur  there 
was  some  disease  in  that  auarterj  and 
therefore  I  did  not  pretend  to  be  Tery  saga- 
cious in  making  out  that  the  nrch  w.is  di- 
lated. If,  however,  there  be  no  tumor,  so 
that  there  is  nothing  to  guide  you  but  the 
t  ar,  I  should  think  the  diagnoeie  would 
not  he  vcr^'  certnin.  Occa5ionally  you 
hear  u  bellowi*  M»unil,  just  as  in  aneurism 
of  other  parts,  and  sometimes  you  hare  a 
double  sound,  exactly  as  in  tlie  ca«5c  of  the 
heart,  and  for  this  reason  you  hear  the 
•onnd  of  the  heart  and  also  the  peculiar 
■ound  of  the  anenrism. 

Trtatment. — As  to  the  treatment  of  a  case 
of  this  description,  of  conn^e  nothing  can 
be  done  but  to  enjoin  perfect  rest,  and  de< 
prive  the  patient  of  all  stimuli,  giving  him 
that  nourishment  which  is  least  likely  to 
quicken  the  pulse.  Bleeding  flrom  time  to 
time  is  exceedingly  useful ;  you  will  find 
that  you  relieve  the  sulTeriDgs  of  the  pa- 
tient exceedingly  by  bleeding  him.  Yon 
know  that  in  am  iiriMn,  nature  fortifies  tlie 
art  by  producing  adhesions  around  it; 
ot  there  IS  fVeqnently  more  inflammation 
than  is  useful,  and  there  arc  frequently 

})ricking,  stabbing  pains,  together  \\  \\h  vio. 
ence  of  the  heart's  action,  au*l  all  iliese 
are,  of  course,  diminished  by  bleeding. 
You  will  find  the  blood  buflTy  and  (  Ujiptd 
in  such  cases,  because  Uicre  is  inllamma- 
ti(»n  ftoing  on.  It  is  of  the  greatest  use  to 
bleed  from  time  to  time,  and  keep  the  pa- 
tient low  and  ouiet.  These  arc  not  cases 
to  be  neglectea :  one  may  not  be  able  to 
save  life,  bat  we  may  diminidi  the  pain 
very  much. 
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ON  TJIK 

FUNCTIONS  OF  I  HE  ABDOMEN, 

AND  80M  K  or  THK 

Diagnmtic  Miukt  of'  its  Disease. 
By  Ricbara  Bbioht,  M.P.  F.ILS.  &e. 

JiECTiaE  III. 

Yorn  attention  has  hitherto  he"n  directed 
to  various  points  at'  diagnosis  connected 
with  the  functions  of  the  different  abdo- 
uuikt!  origans,  as  displaye<l  in  their  secre- 
tions and  excretions :  I  now  come  to  con- 
sider more  particularly  some  indications 
derired  from  the  examination  of  the  abdo- 
men itselfflmdnding— 

I.  The  sensation,  whether  morbid  or 
natural,  of  the  skin.  2.  The  external  ap- 
pearanr*'  of  the  skin  as  to  textun  ,,  colour, 
viLseuiunty,  and  marks.  3.  i  he  lonn  as- 
certained by  sight  4.  The  sensation  eom- 
inimieatcd  to  tnc  toneJi  in  diseases  exter 
nai  to  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  6.  The 
stMisation  communicated  to  the  touch  by 
iiiTi  rnal  disease,  fi.  Tlie  sound  ascertain- 
ed by  the  application  of  the  ear.  7.  The 
sound  elicited  by  percussion.  8.  Pain  pro- 
duced by  pressure.  9.  Pain  expecienoed 
independently  of  pressure. 

Each  of  these  presents  to  us  various  cir- 
cumstances from  whieb,  cither  alone  or 
in  pomhination,  we  are  enahled  to  ap- 
proach with  more  or  less  certainty  towards 
a  knowledge  of  the  nature  and  situattonof 
the  disease. 

First,— the  sensibility  of  tlie  skin  varies 
much  under  different  circumstances.  Iq 
fever  it  is  often  greatly  increased,  so  that 
were  the  hand  ap]dipd  to  the  abdomen 
alone,  we  should  he  misled  into  the  belief 
that  some  specific  disease  existed  in  that 
part;  whrrca";,  upon  further  inquiry,  we 
shall  find  this  excessive  scmibillty  to  be- 
long to  the  abdomen  in  common  only  with 
the  \\  hoh-  Mirfai  T  of  Ihc  hody  ;  and  this, 
together  with  the  febrile  aspect  and  symp- 
toms, will  point  out  its  real  nature.  In 
some  cases  of  neuralgic  affection  connect- 
ed with  hystf  nn,  we  have  the  most  acute 
sent^ihility  over  various  parts,  and  this  not 
unusually  occarring  on  the  abdomen  in  a 
more  decided  manner.  Tiiis  neeral^Me  ten- 
derness often  assumes  the  hemiplegic  cha- 
racter; and  extending  oyer  the  chest  and 
arms,  in  this  way  hetrays  its  genuine 
nervous  origin.  In  rtieumatiam  we  also 
occasionally  find  superficial  tenderness  be- 
longing to  the  mu«cular  and  tcii  liiioiis 
stntetures  ratb'r  than  to  the  internal 
organs,  or  to  tiic  integuuiints.    At  oUicr 
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times  wc  have  Xhv  sonsihility  of  the  s]iin 
over  the  abdomen  diuiinii>hed,  an  iu  cases 
of  paralysis,  whether  firom  cerebral  or  from 
spinal  disease.  Painful  sensations  are 
likewise  experienced  in  various  parts  of 
the  body,  but  more  particularly  of  the  ah* 
domen,  m  ctmnexion  with  hysteric  neural- 
gia, ami  thcM?  sensations  often  sodceidedly 
referred  to  tlic  situation  of  some  definite 
Ol^n,  as  the  liver,  the  spleen,  the  ooloOf 
or  tlie  uterus,  that  it  requires  all  the  con- 
victiou  aObrded  by  coucomttant  svmptoms 
to  overeome  the  impression  wnicli  the 
urgent  and  continued  complaints  of  tlie 
patient  are  ealculated  to  excite,  and  it  is 
often  lu  the  iueongruity  <»f  the  symptoms 
that  we  are  chiefly  indebted  for  our  more 
correct  diagnosis — a  subject  on  which 
my  friend  Dr.  Addison  l^as  published  some 
interesting  ohserrations.  There  is  another 
winrce  of  painful  sensation  sometimes  af- 
fecting the  abdomen,  which  is  the  urgent 
lancinating  pain  preceding  and  foUowlngan 
attack  of  herpes  zo«ter»  or  shingles  ;  and 
insignificant  as  this  may  appear,  T  have 
known  it  become  a  must  hurusbiug  symp- 
tom, and  one  which  has  greatly  confonna* 
ed  tlie  (liui;ini*>is.  Snnie  fe\v  instances  fif 
faulty  sensation  also  occur,  as  the  burning 
flonsatioD  attendant  on  paral^-sis,  and  the 
itching  which  accompanies  jaundice.  It 
is  of  the  iitnitist  importance  that  all  such 
iiiofbid  aUcttiojis  (tf  the  i»«ini»ation  should 
be  retained  in  mind  when  We  are  investi- 
gating abdominal  disease,  as,  without  this, 
we  shall  be  liable  to  be  greatly  mi^leiL 

Secondly,— the  external  appearance  of 
tlic  skin  varies  as  to  texture,  colour,  and 
vascularity.  It  becomes  smooth,  white, 
and  shining,  from  anasarca  and  emphy- 
sema, when  the  accumulated  serum,  or  toe 
cffiKcd  air,  distends  the  cellular  mem- 
braae,  and  drives  the  hl«>od  fn>m  the  neigh- 
bouring vessels.  It  bceomes  smooth  and 
red  when  ihrealoned  witli  erysipelatous  in- 
flammation. It  becomes  smooth,  likewise, 
when  the  abdomen  Is  distended  with  fluid 
in  ascites;  with  air,  as  in  tympanites  ;  or 
with  internal  tumors  of  larije  size.  It  be- 
comes rouijh,  tlirown  into  folds,  and  rug.-p, 
when  fluid,  or  fatty  matter  with  which  it 
has  hct  u  distendt  f1,  Avhether  it  have  been 
internal  or  extcnial,  is  absorbed,  and  the 
same  is  the  case  after  repeated  pregnancy. 
It  bcc<mies  (niVLTsed  by  numerous  veins 
wherever  pressure  is  mode  on  the  large  in- 
tenial  veins,  and  thus  the  return  of  blood 
is  interrupted.  This  «K,curs  very  often  in 
nscite*,  both  *iwing  to  the  interruj»ti<»n 

f;iveu  by  llie  hardened  or  disorgtinized 
iver,  and  by  the  pressure  of  the  fluid.  It 
also  happens  Avhen  the  cava,  or  the  iliac 
and  femoral  res8ei<i,  become  obstructed  and 
obliterated  from  inflammation,  or  in  the 
course  «»f  disease  s  of  debility.  The  skin 
of  the  abdumcu  is  Ukewi^e  subject,  as  other 


parts  f'f  tlir  hody,  t*)  various  cutanemis 
aflectious,  boiii  acute  and  chrouic,  and  ist 
occasionally  the  seat  of  manv  marks^  ftom 
the  upi)lication  of  cuppintr  j^Iasses,  leeches, 
blisters,  and  irritating  ointments,  which 
lead  the  physician  to  rarious  oondnsions 
r^Fuding  former  diseases,  or  the  views  of 
tho?^c  Tuirler  whose  care  the  patient  ban 
been  treated. 

The  skin  it  also  tinged  with  different 
colours  in  connexion  ^vith  other  disease, 
as  the  sallowncss  dejieuding  upon  di£< 
ease  of  the  spleen,  or  the  colour  in 
jaundice,  whose  various  shades  of  vellow 
afl*ord  considerable  infonnation  to  tlie  ex- 
perienccd  physician.  And  upon  this  sub- 
ject I  shall  make  a  few  remarks,  that  I 
may  draw  your  attention  to  some  «>r  tht? 
circumstances  in  connexion  with  colour, 
which,  in  jaundice,  assist  us  in  forminir  a 
conjecture  at  least  rcuardintr  th<  cause 
upon  which  the  jaundice  depends  in  any 
particular  instance.  It  is  not,  howerer, 
entirely  from  the  intensity  of  the  colour 
that  our  inferences  must  be  drawn,  though 
this  is  one  important  subject  of  considera- 
tion, but  we  must  likewise  take  into  ac- 
count  the  mode  of  attiuk,  and  the  progress 
of  the  discolouration,  the  age  of  the  patient, 
the  evidence  to  be  derived  fW>m  tumor,  the 
proofs  of  concomitant  or  previously  exist- 
ing disease  in  other  organs,  and  the  exist- 
ence of  pain,  either  spontaneous  or  ccmse. 
quent  upon  pressure.  The  first  and  most 
prominent  sympt4)m,  however,  tbnt  which 
iuunediately  strikes  the  eye  lu  jaundice, 
and  IW>m  whii^  the  disease  derives  its 
name,  is  that  which  is  more  part  it  Tilarl^ 
at  this  moment  brought  under  our  consi- 
deration—the colour  of  the  skin.  Thia 
varies,  from  the  faintest  tinge  of  yellow 
nmning  into  a  decide  d  lemon-tint,  to  the 
deepest  shade  of  the  same  colour,  which, 
miuffled  with  the  flush  of  the  fevered 
check,  nnioTints  to  a  di'cp  nrnngc  colour, 
or,  combined  with  the  dinsy  aspect  con- 
nected with  fM^  and  emadation,  asanmce  a 
colour  bordering  on  green.  The  discolour- 
ation of  the  skin  is  sometimes  quite  sud- 
den, so  that  a  single  uiglji  has  l>een  suffi- 
et«  III  for  the  proidaction  of  the  decided 
effect  in  its  most  marVrd  and  severe  de- 
gree. More  generally  two  i>r  tliroe  days 
elapse  before  the  colour  Is  such  as  to  allow 
us  to  characterize  tlie  apiicarance  by  the 
name  of  decided  jaundice,  and  sometimes 
it  creeps  on  so  imperceptibly,  that  scarcely, 
after  tne  lapse  of  weeks,  do  we  feel  autho- 
rized in  desit^natini;  it  by  any  other  term 
tlian  that  of  saiiowness.  From  these  cir- 
cumstances alone,  connected  with  the 
colour  nf  the  skin,  and  putting  all  otlier 
sympt«>ms  out  of  view,  we  are  able  to  form 
some  conjectures  regarding  the  source  of 
the  disease,  and  the  stale  of  the  liver  : — 

1st.  If  the  colour  is  very  intense,  we  are 
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prettir  oertaiii  that  «  largfc  portion  of  the 

liver  retains  its  healtby  powir  of  «ccntion. 

2d.  If  the  intense  colour  have  been  very 
sudden!  V  prudnced,  \vc  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve tbkt  tome  audden  eftaae  of  obstruc- 
tion ha-^i  occTirrcil.  ri<.  n  ^moll  calculus  im- 
pacted in  the  cumuioi)  duct;  or  that  some 
vnlMfJtby  action  is  going  on  in  the  liver, 
ulikl),  while  it  does  not  prevent  the  secre- 
tioD,  or  |)erbapfl  increases  it,  greatly 
fiivoan  the  abioiptioii  of  the  bile  i  and  thfi 
action  is  probably  of  the  chaiacter  of  in- 
flammn'inn. 

3d.  ir  the  colour  be  iiitoiisc,  but  have 
cumc  on  very  slowly,  we  have  reason  t(» 
think  that  tnc  fibstniction  is  hx'sil.  iind  not 
ftoch  as  to  interfere  with  the  healthy  secre- 
tion of  bUe,  bat  that  it  has  gradnaUy 
efTeeti'd  its  rftcntion  in  llu  li^c  r 

4tb.  If  the  colour  be  faiut,  cuuUued  to  a 
light  lemon  hue,  we  may  infer  that  die  ob- 
stmction  it  not  complete,  or  i»  accompa- 
nied hv  a  considerable  fleficiency  in  the 
power  of  MX'retiuu  i  and  if  this  liji^ht  sallow 
colour  have  been  long  establishing  itself, 
th  inf< Ti  nee  is,  that  the  liver  itself  i»  ex- 
txeuiely  disorganized. 

Sth.  If  the  colonr  hare  been  tnbjeet  to 
sudden  alternation's,  so  that  it  has  been  de- 
cided nne  day,  and  tft'  r  a  day  or  two  has 
disappeared  and  reappeared,  these  changes 
me  general]  V  to  be  aiicribed,  either  to  the 
.pwaence  antl  displaeemt nr  oT  biliary  cal- 
cnli,  or  the  passing  ui  uuiuerous  small 
ones,  or  to  gome  intermittent  action  ana- 
h  jjous  to  the  remission  of  ferer;  or  when 
the  changes  hare  b^n  slower,  they  may 
be  attributed  to  some  irregular  growth  or 
disorganization  of  the  nature  of  tubera  or 
hvdatid*;,  obstructing  llie  «inets  through 
small  portions  of  the  liver,  at  first  par- 
tially, so  as  to  allow  of  excretion,  which, 
after  a  time,  is  entirely  pn  vented. 

Sudi,  then,  are  at  ieaj>t  some  of  the  in- 
ferenoei  Ikirly  dedncible  fVom  the  colonr 
of  the  skin,  which,  if  not  always  correct, 
are  at  Ica^t  so  far  important  as  they  seem 
to  confirm  or  modify  the  opinion  we  may 
be  led  to  form  from  other  sources  of  diag- 
niisis,  to  which  it  is  not  right  that  I  ihould 
now  mure  minutely  refer. 

Thirdly,— the  fonn  which  is  asoertained 
by  the  simple  inspection  of  the  nhdmnrn 
varies  considerably,  and  allbrds  importuiit 
infimnation,  at  least  serving  to  cUrect  onr 
farther  inuuiries.  In  ascites,  if  the  accu- 
mnlati<m  be  grpat.  we  liare  one  fjenenil 
tense  cylindrical,  or  uvuid  ligure;  if  the 
effnsion  be  less,  we  see  the  swelling  in- 
crcosiTM^r  more  towards  wliatevcr  part  is 
most  depending.  In  tympanites  the  abdu- 
nen  is  often  greatly  distended,  but  pro- 
jects in  the  course  of  the  different  intcv. 
.  tines,  producing  an  uneven  swelling,  and 
often  airided  by  some  portion  niuen  less 
distended^  so  as  to  pvescnt  the  appeariiMe 


of  two  or  three  irregtilar  elevaUons 

pondinif  \\  ith  tlu-  arch  of  the  colon,  thu 
stomach,  or  some  other  portion  of  the  ali- 
mentary canal ;  and  in  cases  of  considera- 
hie  emaciation,  these  swellings  are  seen 
plainly,  a-«;snmi)i<r  flic  f>rms  of  the  different 
eonvofutioiiH  ot  liie  luu-sliae;  and  when 
the  peristaltic  force  is  great,  the  motion 
prr»ffuccd  by  the  mn<;cmar  contraction  is 
distinctly  seen.  This  usually  hapDcns  in 
eases  where  some  strictnie  ormeehanioU 
obstruction  has  long  existed,  calling,  there- 
fore, the  nnmnlar  action  into  frequent  and 
excessive  exercise,  and  it  aflects  those  parts 
whi^  are  above  the  stricture;  thus  I 
have  seen  it  well  marked  in  tw«  ca^cs  of 
stricture  in  the  lower  part  of  the  small  in- 
testines, and  also  as  affecting  the  atomaeh 
in  a  ca.se  of  long  oontinned  sdrrhns  of  the 
pylorus. 

When  an  accumulation  of  adipose  mat- 
ter in  tlie  omentum  or  mesenterv occasions 

the  increased  bulk  of  the  aboomcn,  we 
generally  perceive  an  even  round  projec- 
tion, greatest  in  the  upper  jmrt.  If  the 
fat  he  external  to  the  cavit^',  the  snbstnn- 
tial  rolls  it  forms,  and  the  way  in  which  it 
snnonnds,  more  particularly  the  umbili- 
cus, gives  a  peculiarity  to  its  character. 

When  anasarcons  fluid  occupies  the 
mehhes  of  the  cellular  membrane,  the 
iw^tag  is  very  seldom  confined  to  the 
space  covering  the  abdomen  ;  and  wlu  n  it 
is  excessive,  generally  by  gmvi union  or 
by  pressure,  manil^Mts' its  peculiar  nature 
l)y  the  irregular  swelling  which  it  pro. 
duces. 

Hydatids  give  rise  to  swellings  of  the 
most  irregular  forms,  projecting  in  ail 
l)arts  of  tne  abdomen,  so  as  frequently  to 
beomie  obvious  to  the  eye.  When  the 
hydatids  are  very  numcmus,  or  occupy  tfie 
nni(  ntiini,  they  distend  the  al>domen  to  an 
enormous  size. 

Ovarian  tumors,  aeoording  to  tiwir 
varied  forms  and  structures,  produce  great 
variety  in  the  ap{>eanince  of  the  abdomen. 
In  general,  till  they  are  greatly  advanced, 
thev  render  it  uneven  in  its  enlargement, 
ami  shew  tht-mselvcs  as  ascending  flrom 
the  lateral  jtarts  of  the  pelvis. 

Theenluged  uterus  is  distinguished  by 
its  situation,  forming  a  distinct  tumor  in 
the  centre  of  the  abdomen,  rising  from  the 
pdvk.— The  liver  shews  itself  ^  the  fbll 
cusluon-Uke  enlargement  of  the  upper  part 
of  the  abdomen,  genemlly  nt  first  towards 
the  ri^ht  side,  but  gradually  extending  to- 
wards ilii-  left,  and  proceeciing even  bdow 
the  umbilicus.  —  Tbe  spleen,  on  the 
contrary,  may  eniaige  till  it  makes 
the  left  side  of  the  abdomen  most 
manifestly  project.  —  The  kidneys  when 
diseased  may  often  be  seen  swelling 
the  upper  part  of  the  iliac  fcMsa.— > 
The  bladder  it  found  dLtinctly  ftiabig 
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the  pubic  ri-:>:ion,  and  sometimes  cnlai^ing 
the  middle  of  the  abdomen  as  high  ;?«;,  nr 
even  above  the  uiabilicuS|  still  presen  i ng 
its  oToid  ibftpe. 

Fourtlil V,  — ^cTT^ntion  commnnir^ted  to 
the  touch  Iroai  the  »tate  of  the  surface,  or 
tiM  ImnMdiately  subjacent  tissues,  is  capa- 
ble of  conveyini^  ranch  more  exact  and 
definite  infonimtinn  than  simj^le  inspec- 
tion. The  surface  inav  be  sbriTelled, 
wmt^f  smooth,  hotyOrootd,  ms  indications 
of  snpcrficial,  ilcep-Heated.orconsitituiioiial 
disease;  and  with  regard  to  the  subjacent 
tissnes,  more  important  dianges  inny  be 
rocoijnized. — In  its  natural  and  healthy 
condition,  the  skin  is  elastic,  from  the 
healthy  supply  of  the  fatty  and  serous 
secretions;— in  obesity  it  becomes  haid» 
rc'^i'<tiiig,andcoarsf  afrained  ; — in  attenua- 
tion it  loses  its  fatty  nuittt  r,  and  in  part 
loses  its  elastieity;  —  but  still  further 
does  it  lt»"5p  its  natural  elasticity  in 
cases  where  the  due  quantity  of  serous 
tecfetion  is  carried  off,  as  in  cholera.— 
In  elephantiasis,  and  some  other  morbid 
changes  which  affect  the  rclhilar  raeui 
brane,  it  becomes  hard  and  unyielding,  a 
condition  which  I  once  saw  most  roinarlc- 
nbly  cxhibitorl  ovrr  the  whole  snrfiu  c  in  a 
man  who,  after  passing  many  months  as  a 
sailor  on  the  coast  of  Guinea,  was  called 

to  the  Norfb  ATiMTicrni  <t:iTinn,  and  in  him 
not  only  the  ceiluhu  membrane  of  the  ab- 
domen bad  acquired  a  peculiar  hardness, 
but  almost  all  power  of  expreMloii  was  lost, 
for  his  face  and  his  finf^ers  were  so  stiff 
and  immoveable  that  I  believe  it  would 
havo  been  more  easy  to  break  than  to  bend 
them. — In  anasarca  the  ^Wn  is  soft,  yield, 
ing  like  dough  to  pressure. — In  emphy- 
sema It  is  more  elastic,  affording  a  iiecnliar 
crepituswhen pressed.  Thiseonniii<m nf  the 
cellular  metnbranc  is  generally  produced 
from  mechanical  injury  to  the  lungs  by 
firactttwd  ribs,  but  I  hureseea  it  occur  more 
that!  oTH'»>  from  tileeratifm  prfducfd  in  the 
couri>e  both  of  phthisis  and  ot  empyema. 

In  the  careinomatons  diathesis  we  often 
find  the  whole,  or  part  of  the  abdomen, 
presenting  a  knotty  feci,  from  hard,  round, 
or  oral  glandular  bodies,  beneath  the  skin, 
and  the  same  in  melanosis;  and  we  are 
sometimes  enabled  by  thh  symptom  to  as- 
certain theexistenee  of  lualiguRut  diseases 
in  internal  organs,  where  they  have  other- 
wise been  undiseorered.  T  have  discovered, 
for  instance,  scirrhous  disease  in  the  rec- 
tum from  this  knotty  fed  in  the  groins. 
When  till  fni  '  maliicnant  diseitsc  was 
going  on  in  the  ovary,  producing  adhesion 
to  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen,  I  hare 
known  diese  haid  knots  to  be  felt  on  the 
abdom<»n ;  and  ?o,  l!V:»'vri«;e,  when  the 
lung  was  atfected,  I  Imve  in  several  in- 
•tttWM  traced  the  samo  bodies  on  the  out 
ndo  of  the  riba.    The  puiates  of  the 


abdomen  are  sometimes  hard  and  ODjield' 
i:i:r,  from  the  state  of  the  muscles,  ariiiinjf 
often  from  voluntary  or  semi -voluntary 
contraction,  which  I  have  thought 
more  frequently  cnnneeted  with  diseaao 
of  the  lungs  than  of  tlie  abdomen  itself. 
The  musdws  are  stiU  mora  deeidedlj 
hard  and  contracted  under  the  vialent 
s|»avTnodic  action  of  t»'tHnus.  in  whieh  we 
soim  umea  find  them  actuaiiy  lacerated. 

There  arc,  as^ain,  some  mors  circum. 
scribed  afleetions  of  the  intes*'nmcnts  of  the 
abdomen,  as  swellings  arising  from  dif- 
fused inflammation  of  the  ceUnlar  mem- 
braiii  ,  in  the  form  of  earbunele,  or  the 
more  limited  inflammation  of  abscesses, 
either  acate  or  chronic,  which,  forming  be- 
neath the  intcsruments,  are  very  capable  nf 
seriously  perplcxintr  our  diai^nDsis,  or  the 
swelling  of  !>teatomatous  lumurs,  which, 
on  the  abdomen,  often  attain  an  enormous 
ma^'iiitude.  Si»ine  ta^nal  projections  oc 
casioually  take  place  on  the  abdomen,  as 
when  fktty  matter  protrudes  ftom  be- 
neath the  fascia  of  the  recti  muscles,  or 
when  a  hydrocele  of  the  spermatic  eord,  or 
the  dillerent  forms  of  hernia,  pu!«h  forward 
the  intefpimehts. 

Some  peculiar  sensations  dryirnd  on 
depcmts  taking  place  in  the  abdomen 
external  to  any  of  the  viseem;  such, 
f  ir  instance,  is  the  fluid  of  aseites,  oe- 
copying  the  sac  of  the  peritoneum, 
and  yielding  a  sensation  to  the  touch, 
which  can  scaroelj  ha  mistaken.  As  this 
fluid  necessarily  gravitates  to  the  mo'^t  dp 
pending  parts,  so  its  situalion  will  vary 
with  the  changing  posture  of  the  patient; 
and  as  lonc^  as  the  (fTiision  is  small,  or 
even  not  reir  considerable,  this  circum- 
stance most  be  cautiously  held  in  view; 
but  when  the  ascites  is  become  general,  it 
i<?  of  little  importance  in  what  position  the 
patient  is  placed.  The  sensation  of  fluc- 
tuation, that  to  which  I  refer,  may  bedia- 
tinetly  felt  by  placing^  the  hand  on  any  one 
part  occupied  by  the  fluid,  and  very  gently 
fttriking  with  the  other  hand  upon  some 
distant  part ;  and  the  diffienlty  in  this  ease 
will  not  be  to  detect  fluid,  but  to  know 
whether  that  fluid  be  in  the  peritoneum, 
or  is  encysted  in  some  adventitious  sac, 
such  n«!  in  the  ovarian  droj)sy.  The  indis- 
ti wetness  of  the  iluetuation,  however,  and 
the  history  of  the  disease,  will  generaUj 
assist  in  clearing  up  this  difficulty. 

Another  peculiar  sensation  is  yielded  bv 
gende  pressure  on  the  abdomen,  when  ftesh 
adhesions  are  fonnivur^^etwcen  various  parts 
of  the  peritoneum ;  this  is  an  approach  to 
crepitation.— nearly  the  feel  communicated 
In  bending  and  pressing  new  leather. 
When,  a^tiin,  the  deposit  in  the  perito- 
neum is  more  complete  and  more  general, 
the  whole  abdaawn  yioldi  a  soUd  dougb- 
liko  sansation,  or  a  bard  knotty  lcel> 
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•c<v»nlinB^  as  the  deposit  is  such  as  only  to 
draw  the  intestines  into  one  mass,  or  is  &o 
«lmndAiit  and  so  changed  as  to  foim  irre- 

g;iilar  accumulatif>n^. 

FlAhly, — with  respect  to  the  various  via- 
eeim  themaelreis  Hie  hand  caa  generally 

ascertain  any  partictilar  ors^an  enlarcrod  nr 
hardened,  long  before  it  has  produced  any 
obvious  change  in  the  appearance  to  the 
eye;  bnt  in  this  investigation  there  are 
two  circumstances  which  often  had  t" 
error:  1st,  Uie  action  of  the  abdumiual 
nraacleS)  wbtch«  when  general,  baft  induced 
the  belief  that  the  poritoiu  iiin  or  rni<  n 
turn  has  been  thickened  or  indurated,  and 
when  more  paitidi,  has  afforded  a  sen- 
sation as  if  the  liver,  the  spleen,  the  sto< 
mnch,the  urinary bladd  r,  orfli*  ntrnis,had 
been  hardened;  and,  ^lily,  the  clluMon  of 
sernm  into  the  cellular  membrane  of  the 

Jiaripte*',  which,  by  t^ra\  it;itinn  nr  pro<;siirr, 
requcntljr  produces  the  must  singularly 
deceptive  toinors,  under  certain  modiflau 
lions  .*>carcely  to  distinguished  as  exter- 
nal to  the  abdominal  muscles. 

The  former  of  these  sources  of  error  is 
generally  to  be  detected  by  considering^  the 
fituations  occupied  by  the  '5w<  llinH;s  of  the 
recti  muscles,  or  the  trausversales*— by  al 
tcring  the  position  of  the  body— by  taking 
an  opp(»rtunity  to  divert  the  mind  of  the 
patient— or  bv  keeping  the  hand  some 
tiineon  theabciomen,till  the  mnscles,  cither 
fbrongh  weariness,  or  through  becoming 
accustomed  to  the  stimulus,  relax; -and 
with  regard  to  the  tumors  depending  upon 
iuiasaiooios  infiltration,  they  are  to  be  de. 
tccted  by  continued  gentle  pressure,  which 
seldom  fails  after  a  few  seconds  to 
piodooe  die  usual  pitting  of  anasarca. 
These  two  sources  of  em)r  being  re- 
moved,  each  of  the  abdorntnnl  viscera 
affords  to  the  touch  some  variety  la  the 
sensation  it  produces. 

The  liver  in  its  natural  state  is  very  ex- 
actly fitted  into  the  cavity  of  the  dia- 
phragm, fipom  which  it  even  aisnroes  any 
peculiarity  of  surfaee  uhieli  unusual  puck'- 
eriug  of  that  muscle  may  be  calculated  to 
impress  upon  it.  The  margin  in  health 
scareelj  descends  below  the  ribs ;  but  un- 
der mf\ny  circnm«itanees  of  inflammatory 
action,  ur  of  congestion  in  the  organ,  it 
goes  into  a  state  of  simple  enlargement, 
and  tht  n  it«i  lower  portion  is  distinctly  t  * 
be  felt  descending  below  the  ribs,  and 
marly  following  tiieir  course ;  then  oocu. 
pving  the  pit  of  the  stomach  quite  to  the 
margin  of  the  opposite  rib«;.  Tn  tlii*;  state 
of  simple  enlargement  the  surface  is  jier 
feetly  smooth,  ami  it  is  not  always  easy  to 
be  ocrtain  that  we  arc  not  deceived  by  the 
abdominal  muscles,  though  the  continuity 
of  its  feel,  and  its  running  baekwardi*  even 
t»wards  till-  rii;lit  lumbar  letcion,  will  in 
neral  confirm  the  opinion  we  have  formed. 


The  liver  is  tlius  often  to  be  traced  in 
the  state  of  simple  enlargement,  but  still 
more  when  affected  with  fatty  degenera- 
tion is  it  to  be  felt  descending  from  be- 
neath the  ribs  under  which  it  is  traced, 
and  occupying  with  its  laiger  lobe  the 
whole  right  side  of  the  abdomen,  <|uite  to 
a  level  nf  the  crest  of  the  ilium.  Its  edge, 
as  it  remains  perfcclly  acute,  is  perhaps 
not  to  be  traced,  but  its  unyielding  strtUN 
ture  h  felt  pnssint-  htlow  the  umbilicus; 
and  on  the  left  side— connected  with  this 
at  the  upper  part— the  left  lobe  is  felt,  do- 
(•ending  almost  to  the  umbilicus,  and  oc- 
cupying the  whole  of  the  scrobiculuii  cordis, 
quite  to  the  left  hypochondriae  region. 
The  surface  of  the  organ  is  pinrfectljr 
smooth,  and  if  the  integuments  are 
thin,  and  the  muscles  well  relaxed,  will 
sometimes  communicate  a  yielding  doogh> 
lik»'  H*  Illation  ;  or,  in  that  ^tntr  of  liver 
where  the  acini  have  undergone  a  general 
change  and  induration,  this  yielding  sen- 
saMon  will  be  wanting;  or,  as  tliis  state 
often  exists  without  emaciation,  little  more 
than  its  augmented  s'lrc  can  be  ascertained. 
At  other  times,  tli-  in  rr,  more  or  less  ex-> 
ten  lively  enlarged,  aflbrds  a  distinctly  un- 
even surface  to  the  touch,  which  depends 
on  that  lobalated  structure  which  arises 
from  the  eliaufje  and  e<Mi traction  of  the 
cellular  membrane  penading  the  viscus. 
In  this  case  tlic  liver  seldom  descends  low, 
being  but  rarely  enlaigedj  indeed,  this 
conditicm  of  the  liver  is  often  attended 
even  by  diminution  in  its  size,  so  as  to  ren- 
der it  difficult  to  gain  any  information 
from  the  touch;  but  hen  fhi  (h  fonnity 
and  ronndii^  which  takes  place  in  Uie  thin 
margin,  often  affords  a  nesh  indication. 
The  Urer  not  unft^quently  presents  still 
greater  inequalities  of  surface  to  the  toneb, 
arising  from  fungoid  disease  in  its  various 
modifications ;  sometimesaffording  distinct 
tubern,  more  or  less  elevated,  and  more  or 
lc8«  hard  or  yielding;  at  other  times  the 
round  elastic  feel  of  die  tumor,  which  we 

still  judge  to  be  ai)pended  t<>  the  liver,  Icids 
to  the  belief  of  its  hydatid  character. 

The  apparent  enlargement  of  the  liver 
must  not  at  all  times  be  trusted*  for  it  oe« 
casionally  happens  that  diHcnse  existing 
within  the  chest,  more  particularly  au  ac- 
cumulation of  serum  In  the  right  thoracic 
cavity,  forces  \hr  !i^pr  so  far  d  uvn,  and 
towanls  the  left  side,  that  it  is  disliuctlv 
felt  jirojecting  below  the  ribs.  In  sucn 
cases  it  is  only  by  a  careful  examination 
of  the  (  hot^i  by  the  eye  and  by  the 
ear.  that  I  lie  true  cause  can  be  detected. 

The  spleen  aflbrds  fewer  varieties  of  sen- 
sation to  the  touch  than  the  liver;  indeed, 
we  seldom  trace  any  thing  beyond  the 
simple  fact  of  enlargement,  wl^  more  or 
less  of  induration.  Tn  its  healthv  eondi 
tion  it  is  so  completely  protected  by  the 
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libs  of  the  left  side,  and  is  so  moFcable, 
yieldinff  with  the  ttoaiadi  under  prMeare, 

that  we  cannot  a'^;ertain  it^  existence  by 
the  touch;  but  as  it  cnlxtrgcs,  wc  find  it 
gradually  projected  from  beneath  the  false 
ribs  on  the  left  side»  and  desoendini^  ftir- 
thcr  and  further,  while  it  continues  still  to 
increase  laterally,  advancing  tuvvard;^  the 
nmbilicus,  until  at  length  it  occupies  the 
vliole  side,  descending:  to  till'  pflvis.  Tu 
general  situation)  its  peculiar  fumi|  which 
m%j  often  he  tftced  eren  to  the  inef^alar 
notching  of  its  anterior  inari^in,  and  its 
mobility,  which  allows  it  to  full  quite 
away  from  the  ribs  when  the  piitiont  is 
placed  on  the  right  side,  will  almost  always 
enable  u<?  to  deci»le  on  the  diseased  urt(an. 
The  changes  of  structure  which  take  place 
in  the  spleen  usnally  prodnce  too  little  al* 
teration  in  i'  ^nrfa  e  to  be  aaoertained  by 
the  touch  during  life. 

The  pancreas,  even  when  most  enlarged 
and  diseased,  is  toti  deeply  seated  to  aflurd 
any  indications  to  the  hand,  nor  indeed 
are  any  of  uur  diagnostic  murks  of  its  dis- 
eases to  be  considered  as  yet  satisfactory. 

The  gall-bladder  may  occasionally  be 
detected  by  the  touch,  when  some  firm  ob- 
straction  has  taken  place  in  the  course  of 
the  common  din  t,  f .  r  tlun  the  bile  abun- 
dantly secreted  by  the  liv  er  has  been  forced 
to  accumulate  in  the  gall  bladder,  distend- 
ing it  sometimes  to  an  enormous  size,  so 
tl>at  its  fundus  may  be  distinctly  felt  a  lit- 
tle to  the  left  of  tlic  scrobiculub  cordis,  or 
even  extending  low  into  the  iliac  region. 
This  condition  nf  tlie  j?all  bladder  v.  ill  ,e- 
nerally  be  found  tu  indicate  disease  ol  the 
pancreas  itself,  or  of  the  absorbent  glands 
lying  ujwn  it,  near  its  union  with  the  duo- 
denum ;  aiid  the  opening  of  the  common 
duct  is  in  these  eases  not  unfrc<iuently 
obliterated. 

Tumors  will  very  often  be  detected  in 
the  abdomen  by  careful  exauii nation, 
which  depend  upon  new  deposits,  on  the 
peritoneum  attachc<l  to  the  inte^tinr^  or 
other  parts,  or  within  the  folds  of  the 
omentum ;  and  these  rery  generally  of  a 
fungoid  character.  At  other  times  the 
lumbar  glands,  or  the  mesenteric  and  me- 
socolic  glands,  und  those  situated  in  Glis- 
son's  capsule,  enlarge  to  a  great  extent, 
either  from  I'uni^oid  or  scr('riilou«s  disease, 
forming  knotted  and  botrvoidai  mtuses, 
which,  as  they  occupy  rartons  situations, 
require  that  tne  coin  liiM  iiis  ilnrx  n  from 
the  most  careful  uiunuul  examination 
should  be  assisted,  contrasted,  or  confirm- 
ed, by  a  patient  consid«nitii>n  of  all  the 
collateral  circumslanccs;  and  after  we 
have  done  our  utmost,  it  is  occasionsilly 
quite  impossible  to  be  certain  whether  the 
tnmnrs  thus  nsccrtained  are  independent 
of  the  viscera  near  which  they  arc  situated, 
and  to  whidi  tbey  are  oltaoi  inseparably 


attached  by  adh^ions,  tlumgh  they  do  not 
primarily  or  necessarily  belong  to  them. 

The  stomach  is  (»ccasion;i!Iy  distcndetl 
with  flatus,  so  as  to  be  traced  pretty  dis. 
tinctly  bv  the  touch ;  at  other  times*  scir- 
rhous indnmtimi  of  its  substance  gives  a 
hard  unyieldinu- sensation  below  the  scro- 
biculus  cordiii ;  at  otiier  times  the  pylorus, 
or  the  pyloric  extremity  of  tiie  stomach, 
is  the  seat  of  tumor,  most  distinctly  to  be 
traced  by  the  touch  when  emaciation  has 
proceeded  to  a  great  degree;  and  It  re- 
quires much  care  not  to  be  deceived  re- 
garding this  tumor,  for  owing  to  its  weit^ht , 
to  the  enlargement  of  the  stomach  fii>m 
over-distention,  and  to  absorption  of  the 
fat  of  the  mesentery,  and  tlic  confi|><;»Ml 
state  of  the  intestines  from  long  inanition, 
we  find  the  pvloms  drawn  exceedingly  out 
of  its  natural  situation,  descending  to  the 
umbilicus,  and  even  into  the  right  iliac 
region.  Under  some  cireumstances  tlie  hand 
will  perceive  the  Buscnlar  motion  of  the 
stomach,  a  symptom  c:cncra!ly  rnnnceted 
with  long-continued  or  gradually  increas- 
ing contraction,  oiiganic  or  fimctional,  of 
the  pylorus. 

The  intestines  become  the  subjects  of 
investigation  by  the  touch,  when  leaded 
with  f:»Hcs  <ir  distended  by  flatus. — 
When  accumulations  of  la^ccs  take 
place,  these  generally  occur  in  tlic  large 
intestines,  and  give  rise  to  mauire  and 
often  irregular  tumors  in  various  parts  of 
the  course  of  the  colon,  verj-  capable  thcre> 
fore  of  being  mistaken  for  disease  of  tiie 
kidney,  of  the  liver,  of  the  omentum,  or  of 
the  ovaries  i  and  it  is  often  only  by  the 
changes  in  situation  which  such  tu. 
mors  undergo,  or  by  the  effects  of  pur- 
gatives, thnt  we  are  hroncrht  to  a  per- 
fect c4>uuction  as  to  the  nature  of  thu 
enlargements.  Sometimes,  indeed,  we 
ascertain  in  emaciated  persons  the  abso- 
Inte  plastic  consistence  of  these  feculent 
accumulations,  and  find  that  the  scybala 
arc  eajmble  of  being  moved  by  pressure 
along  the  course  of  the  intestine.  Theoe- 
cum  is  liable  to  be  greatly  distended ;  and 
in  .some  cases  great  difficulty  arises  in  dis* 
tinc:nishintj  the  enlargement  of  this  viscus 
from  the  ovarian  encysted  tumor.  This 
part  is  likewise  liable  to  the  formation  of 
those  calcttli  of  which  I  had  occasion  to 
speak  in  a  former  lecture,  as  being  fre- 
quent in  districts  where  oatmeal  is  much 
cm|)loycd  in  diet.  The  same  situation 
very  nearly  is  not  unfrequently  attacked 
bv  swelling,  fmm  the  formation  of  fa>cal 
ahsc^s,  often  originating  in  irritation  com- 
municated from  disease  of  the  appendix 
vcnuiformis.  The  rectum  ia  also  liable  to 
very  great  distention  from  stricture  and 
from  paralysis;  and  thou i>;h  q-rcat  accumu- 
lation may  take  place  in  this  intestine, 
without  obrions  external  tomor,  yet  occa* 
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aiotial]  J  the  feculent  xbah  ii«et  Above  the 

pelriA,  and  fonus  a  tumor  which  has  been 
mistaken  for  the  uterus  in  the  female.— 
The  small  intestines  may  occasinoallj 
bo  detected  by  the  touch,  as  loaded 
witli  half -digested  feculent  matter, 
wrbich,  io  this  case,  yields  a  general 
pulpy  feel  over  the  whole  abdomen. 
The  presence  of  flatus  in  11113"  r  i  nsi- 
derable  quantity,  gives  on  the  contmrv ,  an 
elastic  resistance  to  the  hand,  and  the  situ, 
atioo  and  extent  of  this  leniation  leads  us 
to  inferences  regarding  the  part  of  the  in. 
testine  which  is  distended;  although  it 
most  be  owned,  that  in  conseqnenee  of 
the  m-w  sitiiatiuus  wlikh  the  intestine 
often  assumes  when  greatly  distended,  and 
the  occasional  occurrence  of  consldenibte 
Tarietj  in  the  course  of  the  colon,  it  is  not 
always  possible  to  rely  impliritlv  upon  the 
infefcnccs  which  we  should  be  iiicliued  to 
draw  from  situation. 

The  hand  will  sometimes  detect  the  pe- 
nstaltic  motion,  and  this  more  usually  de. 
notes  the  affection  of  the  small  than  of  the 
large  intestinen 

Sixthly,  —  5<>nnds  as  ascertained  by 
the  application  of  the  car. — The  prin- 
cipal eases  in  which  the  fttethoscope  is 
applieal)!.  to  the  abdomen,  are,  first,  *o 
ascertain  presnani^  by  the  sound  of 
the  action  of  the  heart  of  the  fntus; 
seeondly,  to  contirm  the  opinion  we  have 
formed  of  tlie  existence  of  nncuri.sm — for 
when  this  disease  is  present,  not  only  do 
we  feel  the  general  beating  of  the  artery, 
but  we  feel  in  mme  drj^ree,  and  mfuh 
more  can  wc  hear,  the  vibration  which 
comronnicates  itsdf  at  erefv  beat,  while 
the  blood  is  forc*ed  through  the  small  ori- 
fice of  the  distascd  artery;  and,  thirdly, 
by  tlie  Miuud  wc  perceive  the  passing  of 
flatus  from  part  to  part,  and  sometimes  by 
the  peculiar  ru. si  11  n^'  snuud  nmv  eoTijrciMre, 
at  least,  the  nature  and  extent  of  intesti- 
nal oontraetions. 

Seventhly, — sounds  elicited  by  percus- 
Finn. — Thi«;  mode  of  investigation  is  a  great 
aiksistancc  in  confirming  and  modifying  the 
conclusion  to  which  we  bare  been  led  by 
tlic  sight  and  by  the  sense  of  toneh.  It 
is  by  no  means  necessary  that  we  should 
have  leoonTHe  to  an  instrament  for  this 
purj)oso,altl)ou2jb  such  lia.s  been  invented; 
the  back  of  the  finger  isouite  sullicient  for 
common  purposes ;  but  wnen  it  is  requisite 
lo  trace  very  exactly  the  extent  of  a  tumor, 
or  the  situation  of  an  inflated  intestine,  a 
lilLie  ivory  plate,  or  (as  Dr.  Uadham  in- 
forms me,  still  better)  a  thin  piece  of 
cork,  may  be  ejni>ln\  il,  as  enabling  ns 
more  exactly  to  define  the  line  of  separa- 
tion between  the  doll  sound  aflbrdedby 
fluid,  the  still  more  dead  sound  of  a  fleshy 
tumor,  or  the  dear  rererberation  of  an 

291.— XII. 


Inflated  part.    The  examination  of  the 

abdonun  by  this  nietbod  is  frequently  of 
considerable  iui]»or lance,  and  particularly 
when,  in  the  operation  of  paracentesis,  it 
beeomes  a  matter  of  »ueh  paiamount  im- 
portance that  no  internal  oxgan  should  Im 
wounded. 

Eighthly,— palnfbl  sensation  indepen- 
dently of  pressure. — The  i>ainrijl  sensa* 
tions  of  the  abdomen  are  very  various, 
arising  from  a  multiplicity  of  causes. 
Pain  may  be  sudden  and  excruciating, 
either  fri»m  sudden  spasm,  as  in  colic, 
or  the  passing  of  gall-stones  or  urinary 
caleuli,  or  firom  attacks  of  inflammation* 
as  sometimes  in  gouty  metastasis,  or 
irom  sudden  rupture  of  the  intestine, 
or  bursting  of  a  cyst  or  absi^ss.  Pain,  on 
the  contnury,  may  approach  gxadnally,  as 
often  occurs  in  dyspeptic  seizures,  or  the 
abdominal  pains  of  dysmciiurrhcca,  and 
not  nnfeequently  in  the  attack,  or  anrin|f 
the  progress,  of  ])eritoneal  inflammation. 
The  pain  may  be  fixed,  as  in  the  local 
symutoms  which  arise  uom  the  inflam- 
mation  or  severe  irritation  of  any  partieu- 
lt)r  organ  ;  as  the  liver,  the  bile- ducts,  tlic 
^lumoch,  the  kidneys,  tlie  bladder,  or  the 
uterus  i  or  it  may  proeeed  from  any  one  of 
these  jxnnts  as  from  a  centre ;  or  pain  may 
be  shifting,  leaving  one  part  and  attacking 
another,  citlier  gradually  and  by  a  pro- 
gressive movement,  as  in  spasmodic  action 
of  the  intestine  from  flatulent  'li-^tention, 
or  suddenly,  as  in  some  rheuniutie  and 
hysteric  ailments.  Pain  may  be  constant, 
as  in  '-low  peritoneal  disease,  or  glandular 
enlargements ,  or  it  may  be  periodical,  as 
In  tm  true  or  irr^ular  pfdna  of  parturl- 
tion,  or  the  pains  of  dysmcnoriiioea. 
Even  tlic  spasmodic  pains  of  dysjx  jisia 
not  unfrequently  u.s.sume  a  regulni  pe- 
riodic dmracter,  coming  on  at  a  particu- 
lar  time  after  raeals,  or  shortly  after  the 
patient  has  retired  to  sleep.  Pain  like- 
wise varies  in  its  own  chuacter:  it  may 
be  sharp  and  lancinating,  or  dull  and  op- 
j>ressive.  We  hear  patients,  according  to 
Uie  ailment  under  which  they  labour, 
speak  of  burning  pain,  or  iy;na\ving  ]jain, 
heavy  pain,  the  pains  of  distention  and  of 
weight,  sinking  pains,  pains  accompa- 
niea  with  priekuug  sensation,  or  even  with 
the  sensation  of  hunger.  Now  all  these, 
and  many  other  modifications  of  painful 
sensations,  together  with  the  situation 
tltey  occupy,  me  time  and  manner  of  their 
attaek,  must  he  carefully  considered  and 
compared  in  forming  our  diagnosis  of  ab- 
dominal disease. 

Nintlily,— the  t  ITeel  of  jiressure  with  re- 
gard  to  pain  is  of  great  importance.  It 
sometimes  happens  that  abdominal  pain  is 
most  decidedly  relicv^  by  pressure :  this 
is  fireqncotly  the  case  wliea  the  pain  de- 
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peoA»  upon  flatalent  distention  of  the  in- 

tfvtint'^  mul  stomach;  and  hence  we  find 
the  patient,  in  such  casea,  lyinff  flat  apon 
his  tweet  OT  drawing  his  knees  forcibly  to- 
wards his  body.  The  same  is  tlie  case 
u  'MTt"!pftsmodi*c  action  exists  in  the  bowels 
liukpendently  of  flatus,  as  iu  the  {griping 
pains  occasioned  by  drastic  pnrgatifes. 
At  other  times  pain  is  greatly  increased 
by  pressure,  or,  when  it  had  not  previouaiy 
existed,  is  occasioned.  This  is  the  case, 
in  inflammatory  affections  of  an  acute 
Itind,  nnfl  more  particularly  while  they 
retain  their  actirc  ctuuracter;  and  ac- 
eording  to  the  part  of  the  abdomen 
which  is  thus  tender  on  pressure,  and 
the  defifree  of  pressure  necessary  to  pro- 
duce the  nain,  do  we  deduce  valuable 
diagnostic  nints.  When  the  pain  is  expe. 
rienced  or  expressed  on  the  slightei«t  ap- 
proach or  the  band,  wc  must  always  be  on 
our  guard,  lest  it  shoald  eltber  be  imagi 
nary  or  sliould  depend  on  some  external 
or  neuralgic  tendcniess ;  and  the  sererity 
of  anguish  thus  evinced  will  often  rather 
confirm  than  contradict  such  a  conclusion. 
The  gradual  increase  of  the  exprr^sion  of 
pain,  in  proportion  to  the  pressure  made 
ny  the  physician,  will  generally  be  the  in* 
dicati(m  of  deep  seatfd  or  internal  inflam- 
mation. Sometimes  the  pain  does  not  im- 
mediately oecnron  the  application  of  pres- 
aOM,  but  gradually  comes  on  after  the 
examination  has  been  made— the  result, 
probably,  of  some  spasmodic  or  slow  in- 
flammatoryactton,  excited  by  the  piessnre. 

I  barenow,Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen, 
as  far  as  the  short  time  allotted  me  would 
permit,  coaipleted  the  task  which  I  pre- 
scribed to  myself  at  the  commencemcTit  of 
these  lectures  j  how  imperfectly,  I  am  well 
aware.  Ihare,however,endeavonred,intIie 
first  place,  to  lead  the  minds  of  my  hearers 
to  the  consideration  of  the  beautiful  and 
complex  operations  of  those  sliilfuUy  de- 
vised  organs  contained  within  the  abdo- 
men, on  which  our  heinji^  and  ro?!ifort  so 
completely  depend :  then,  hav  ing  brought 
into  view  the  various  eanses  which  are 
calculated,  and  by  a  w  ise  Providence  in- 
tended, to  derange,  and  ultimately  to  de- 
stroy, this  interesting  machine,  I  hare 
attempted  to  sketch  a  general  outline  of 
thp  various  methods  we  possess  of  detect- 
ing tlie  evils  in  their  progress,  that  wc  may 
be  ready  to  ap]dy  those  means  by  which 
the  ^ame  wise  Providenee  has,  in  his  he 
nerolence,  ordained  that  the  skill  of  man 
may  for  a  time  avert  the  threatened  blow ; 
or,  when  this  can  be  no  longer  done,  may 
soothe  the  pangs  and  mitigate  the  suflTer- 
ings  of  the  dissolving  body  and  the  nerer- 
dying  mind. 


CONCERNING  THE  DURATlOxN  OF 
FEVERS. 

JFront  Clinical  Observations  at  St.  Barthotomew'g 

Hospital,  June  11,  lU.lJ. 

By  Da.  Latham. 


We  hear  nothing'  now  about  critical 
days.  Either  they  have  not  belontred 
to  the  fevers  of  our  own  times,  or  they 
have  escaped  the  observation  of  Hviutf 
physicians.  From  what  I  have  luyself 
seen,  I  ne^er  should  have  been  led  to 
sus])eet  any  sueli  thinpf  as  a  (general 
law  of  fevers,  leadiuij^  tliem  to  terminate 
on  certain  specified  days  by  a  crisis. 

But  we  do  stiJl  hear  not  a  little  about 
ieveiB  eomingf  to  a  clo«e  on  one  day  in 
prrfrrcncc  to  another.  The  fourteenth 
and  the  twentv-lirst  days  are  said  to  be 
those  on  whicn  we  may  most  confidently 
look  ibr  their  cesaatbn;  and  of  these 
(wo  ]iropitious  day«;,  popular  belief  is 
more  in  i'arour  of  the  twenty  -first.  I 
hardly  ever  attended  a  case  of  fever  in 
private  practice  that  I  was  not  asked, 
"  whether  it  wa»  a  twenty-one  day 
fever?"  I  speak  now  r»f  tlic  termina* 
tion  of  fever  ludcpeudent  of  crisis. 

Itisremavkabre  how  many  opinions 
upon  medical  subjects  have  been  ad- 
mitted not  only  without  proof,  but  while 
the  evidence  necessary  to  constitute  the 

1)roof  (as  a  little  consideration  miirht 
lave  shewn),  was  hardly  attainable. 
Hence,  before  the  admission  of  any  opi- 
nion, it  would  be  well  first  to  make  up 
our  mmds  upon  the  sort  of  evidence  re- 
quired to  suMtantiate  it,  and  then  to  go 
in  search  of  that  evidence;  lor  thus  we 
should  find  hon-  litflf  arrant  we  have 
for  half  the  cundui»iouii  we  pretend  to 
have  reached. 

There  is  an  opinion  that  leFcrs  hare 
an  exact  duration  to  the  very  day.  Tn 
order  to  prove  its  tnttli,  our  evidence 
must  g^o  to  two  points;  it  must  esta« 
blisb  beyond  a  doubt  that  the  fever  ee» 
tnally  did  begin  on  some  one  certain 
day,  and  ttctnnUy  did  cease  on  some 
other  certain  day.  Both  terms  must  be 
proved  with  the  sane  exaetaess.  Com- 
mon  sense  at  onoe  points  out  this  to  be 
the  evidence  required  ;  but  if  it  should 
turn  out  that  tne  ^evidence  required  is 
not  to  be  had— ^en  that  it  does  not  ex- 
ist in  the  nature  of  things— 'it  would  be 
idle  to  talk  r)f  a  fourteen  and  twentj- 
oue  day  fever. 
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Now  nccnnMrif*  to  my  obserratioii, 
tkere  are  couuuonly  circumstaiiceft 
enough  iO  fix  the  eeitaintj  of  the  fiftt 
tenttt  but  seldom  enoui^  to  prove  tibe 

second.  Til  fhp  >srrnt  majority  of  cases, 
a  ri^r,  or  a  iioiali]i'cliilliiies,«,so  plainly 
leads  tbe  \va^'  in  the  order  of  synintoms, 
that  the  patient  himfielf  refers  the  be- 
^nnin^  of  his  complaint  to  the  day  on 
Mhich  it  occurred.  TIitm  in  the  hest  evi- 
dence of  comraeuciDg  fever;  and  even 
where  tbere  is  no  such  li^^or  or  chilli- 
■eto,  the  patient  is  often  able  to  speak 
s*>  rlenrlv  f>r  n  priiii  in  the  hrnt^,  or  a 
sickness  at  the  stomachy  accunipaniLMl  by 
an  entire  change  in  every  bodily  and 
nental  feeling-,  and  to  assipfu  them  all 
Bf)  distinctly  to  a  rcrtain  day,  that  we 
cantiot  help  rcrrardinaf  that  day  as  the 
commencement  of  the  fever. 

And  thus  we  are  accnstomed  to  find 
tme  ttrm  of  the  fever  disttnctlj  defined 
in  the  majority  of  cases. 

In  a  few  cases,  however,  there  are  no 
eodi  circumstances,  none  which  suffi- 
eiendy  mark  a  distinet  traneitinn  iVom 
health  to  sickness  on  a  certain  day. 
The  constitution  is  not  alannrd  (as  it 
were)  by  any  sudden  inversion  of  its 
kealuy  feeltnffa  and  fvnetions,  but  the 
aymptoms  steal  upon  tin  | l  itimt  hy  Ht- 
tl<^  j^nd  little,  and  gradually  involvo  li5m 
iu  a  fever,  while  he  is  unable  to  sa^-  ou 
what  particular  day  he  beg-an  to  be  ill. 

But  with  whatever  certainty  we  may 
assign  the  bc«T;'iniiini<f  of  fever  to  n  ti- 
cular  day  in  any  case,  we  obtain  no  ex- 
act measure  of  its  duration,  unless  we 
can  assign  its  terttunation  to  a  particn- 
lar  day  with  the  same  certainty. 

Fevers  can  onl  v  be  pnnetually  known 
to  terminate  uu  a  particular  day  by  some 
nmked  change  in  Ae  syniptonu — by 
eircamstances  shewing  the  transition 
frnm  disease  to  health  at  the  viv]  f»f  the 
tover,  as  distinctly  as  the  traiit^itiou  from 
kealtfa  to  disease  was  maiked  at  its 
commencement. 

Sncli  a  chaniT'^  at  the  end  of  fever,  it 
has  occurred  to  me  tu  witness  iu  very 
§ew  cases ;  and  then  the  circumstances 
denoting  the  change  have  been  those 
which  constitute  a  crisis. 

A  clean  and  moist  tongue,  a  reducetl 
pulse,  abated  thirst,  and  healthy-  scnsa- 
Cieiia  of  body  and  mind,  all  ansiug  In 
the  course  ot  a  few  hours,  cannot  be  mis- 
taken, and  th^v  fix  the  date  of  conva- 
lescence to  a  certainty.  But  all  these 
notable  ehnigea  are  not  apt  to  oeeur 
that  qukikly  and  simnltaiieonsljr,  mUeas 
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led  on  by  the  spontaneon<5  e.Tul>erance 
of  some  natural  secretion,  especially  that 
of  the  skin. 

Ordinarily  they  occur  after  a  dif . 

ferent  mnTiTnr  T)i''  tony-iie  hecome*; 
more  and  more  clean  and  moist,  and  a 
day  arriyes  when  it  is  absolutely  so. 
But  this  may  not  happen  until,  jud}?- 
ing  from  the  pulse  and  other  symptoms^ 
we  may  have  already  considered  the 
naticnt  convalescent.  So,  too,  the  pulse 
oecomes  less  and  less  frequent,  and  a 
day  arrives  when  it  reaches  the  numeri- 
cal standard  of  health;  hut  this  may 
not  be  until  a  clean  tungue  and  nn  im- 
proved appetite  have  proclaimed  the  pa- 
tient  several  days  advanced  towards 
health. 

If  physicians  had  aq-reed  to  regard 
any  single  symptom,  or  any  two  or  wrec 
symptoms,  as  patliognomonic  of  fever, 
then,  as  soon  as  t&ese  ceased,  they 
rm'irht  safely  pronounce  that  the  fever 
w  a.s  gone.  But  this  is  not  the  case.  It 
is  mm  a  great  variety  of  particulars 
that  we  malce  up  our  'mind  upon  the 
existence  of  fever,  bcintf  unable  to  a«:- 
sigii  to  each  symptoiTi  the  exact  weight 
which  it  hhouid  have  in  lixing  the  nature 
of  the  disease;  and  thus,  wherever  fever 
has  existed,  it  is  only  from  the  like 
variety  that  we  can  learn  when  it  has 
ceased ;  not  knowing-  tliat  the  disap- 
pearance of  this  or  that  symptom  neces- 
sarily carries  alon^  with  it  the  disease 
itself. 

But  although,  except  in  the  event  of 
a  crisis,  feyers  ma;^  nut  i'uruish  data  suf- 
ficient to  fix  thev  termination  punctu- 
ally  to  one  day,  do  they  not  furnish 
enough  lo  comprehend  it  within  the 
snace  of  two  or  taree  days?  And  thus, 
tr  they  do  not  come  to  tlieir  close  ejrffcfly 
on  the  fourteenth  or  twenty-first  day^  dio 
they  not,  nevertheless,  end  sometime 
about  one  or  other  of  these  days — that 
is,  towards  the  conclusion  of  the  second 
or  third  week?   We  shall  see. 

T  have  endeavoured  to  note  the  begin- 
ning and  the  end  of  fever  in  30i>  cases. 
By  noting  the  beginning,  I  mean  the 
very  daf/  of  it  ( < .nuncncement;  by 
iiofinff  the  cml,  although  I  have  speci- 
lied  a  certain  day,  I  do  not  wish  to  im- 
ply more  than  that  name  time  about  that 
day  the  patient  began  to  get  well. 

*rhe  dat4i  upon  which  we  rest  our  be- 
lief that  the  disease  is  past  and  health 
returning,  arc,  that  the  skin  has  become 
cool  $  the  ton^e  is  of  an  unifonn  mois- 
ture and  eokMir,  though  it  may  not  yet 
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be  eutlrcly  cleau ;  the  pulse  is  much  re- 
duced in  frequenej,  thouarh  it  maj  not 
yet  have  come  to  tbe  staimardof  beallli; 
that  tbe  apprtite  for  solid  food  ha*;  rp 
turned ;  that  tbe  functions  of  particular 
organs  which  bare  suficred  barm  or 
hindrance  are  restored;  and,  above  all, 
that  tbe  patient  has  aijfain  Ix  fOTne  con- 
scious of  natural  and  heallhy  srnsa- 
tions.  It  ban  been  from  data  of  Uum 
aort  that,  in  drawings  up  a  short  tabular 
Tiew  for  tbe  purj><»se  ot  illustrating;'  our 
present  subject,  I  liavc  ventured  to 
mark  tbe  day  somewhere  about  which 
cadi  of  nearly  three  bundred  eases  of 
fever  terminated.  And  in  this  table  their 
termination  (I  ampersnadi  d)  is  aHsI<»iied 
to  a  particular  day  with  as  much  act  ii- 
racy  us  the  nature  of  tbe  subject  will 
admit.  At  all  events,  be  tbe  aocttraey 
what  it  may,  it  belongs  in  tbe  same  de- 
frrt'v  to  tlx-  rnniibers  of  oue  day  aa  to 
those  of  aiiullicr- 

Of  aOO  eases  of  fever,  there  were 
twelve  of  which  tbe  duration  could  not 
be  satisfactorily  calculated.  Tbe  remain- 
ing- 297  cases  terminated  upou  the  days 
specified  in  this  table. 


Day*  of 
the  Fever. 

Number  of 

Cases 
endiOS  00 
cachdaj. 

Dny«  of 
the  Fewer. 

Number  of 

Cases 
ending  on 
each  day. 

5 

2 

33 

8 

6 

3 

34 

6 

8 

3 

35 

5 

9 

6 

36 

I 

10 

3 

38 

3 

II 

12 

39 

5 

12 

13 

40 

8 

13 

13 

41 

3 

14 

8 

42 

15 

9 

13 

2 

16 

14 

11 

3 

17 

12 

45 

I 

18 

16 

46 

4 

19 

8 

47 

1 

90 

9 

48 

1 

21 

8 

49 

8 

22 

7 

50 

1 

23 

9 

51 

1 

24 

10 

53 

2 

25 

6 

55 

2 

26 

4 

56 

1 

27 

7 

67 

S 

28 

8 

69 

1 

29 

4 

60 

1 

30 

11 

6S 

1 

31 

11 

65 

1 

32 

6 

Taking,  then,  the  numbers  exactly  as 
tbey  are  represented  in  tho  table,  it 

Would  appear  that  fewer  cases  temu* 
iiatfd  on  fnt'  I  \th  nnd  21sf  il:iv  than  on 
several  Ua^s  bulli  prior  ami  pusterior  to 
each.  Out  of  two  hundred  and  uiuety> 
seven  cases,  ei^^lit  only  terminated  on 
the  1  ttlr,  and  ci<ifht  on  iht-  21st. 

For  a  fever  to  end  l)t'rorc  the  lOtli,  or 
to  be  protracted  beyond  tbe  3Ut  day,  i» 
unexpected  and  unusual.  Thus  a  lange 
of  twenty-two  days  embraces  the  period 
within  whir li  the  majoriiy  of  cases  come 
to  their  close;  and,  within  this  ran^e, 
the  table  shews. tm  thttt  are  twelve 
days  (above  half)  more  favourable  to  tbe 
tcrminati()U  of  fever  than  either  the 
14th  or  21st.  Two  equally  favourable, 
and  six  only  less  so. 

But  let  us  allow  a  still  larger  lati> 
tude  in  seeking-  to  know  whether  fevers 
are  apt  to  conic  to  their  close  xome  time 
about  tbe  Hlh  or  21st  day.  J.etus  take 
a  range  of  three  days,  by  joining  each 
of  these  with  tbe  day  immediately  be- 
fore uid  tho  dav  immediately  aft«r  it; 
and  tlien,  adding  together  Uie  num- 
ber of  cases  which  ended  on  the  I3th, 
14tb,  and  Idtb,  and  on  the  20tb,  21st, 
atid  22il,  let  us  see  what  ])rnp  ifion  the 
sum  bears  to  the  nutiibcr  cndinj::  on  any 
oilier  three  days  taken  consecutively. 

Thus  on  tiie  13th,  14th,  and  15th 
days,  taken  tOjEretlier,  twenty-nine  cases 
terminated;  and  on  the  *2<lith,  21st,  and 
22d,  taken  together,  twenty-four  cases 
terminated.  These  are  our  standards 
of  comparison.  But  on  tbe  three  days 
precedingf  our  fir  t  '^^^fMudard  of  compa- 
rison, viz.  the  lUlh,  lltb,  and  I2th, 
tweu^-ei^bt  cases  terminated ;  and  on 
tbe  raree  days  succeedinjf  it,  viz.  the 
16th,  17tb,  and  18tb,  forty-two  cases. 
Afi'ain,  on  th»>  three  days  precediutr  our 
second  standard  of  compari.son,  v  iz.  the 
17th,  18tb,  and  19th,  thirty-six  eases 
terminated;  and  on  tlic  tlircc  days  suc- 
ceeding- it,  viz.  the  23d,24tb,  anil  25th, 
twenty-live  cases. 

Finallr,  dien,  fiom  the  event  of  these 
two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  cases,  no 

i)n»of  can  1"'  df  riv<Ml  tlint  lliere  is  an^ 
aw  of  fevers  inclining  them  to  termi- 
nate upon  one  particular  day  more  than 
another,  or  even  some  time  about  a 
particular  day,  wlicther  it  be  the  14tll 
or  21st,  or  any  (»ther  day. 

I  hope  you  do  not  think  me  pr«s 
sumptuous  for  thus  ealltn|[^in  qnestioii 
a  nuicb-received  o])inion  rcspeotinof  tbe 
duration  of  fevers  ^  and  vcuturing  (a 
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suspect  that  medical  men  in  g-cncral 
ijave  not  been  quite  aware  how  much 
evidence  is  required  to  substaDtiate  its 
tmtb,  and  have  thus  been  content  to  let 

it  pass. 

The  result  of  my  experience  poiufs 
to  the  conclusion,  tLat  the  duration  of 
fevci-s  is  indefinite.  But  the  cases 
^liich  furiiisli  llie  materials  of  my  in- 
duction ocnimvl  between  IRWnnd  1832 
at  St  Bartholomew's  Hospital.  So  that 
inine  is  the  ex]>erience  of  a  partieular 
time  and  a  particular  jdacc ;  and  I  do 
Mot  i  lriifn  for  if  morn  than  it  i«?  worth. 

There  are  varieties  found  in  many 
diseases  wbicb  bear  the  same  name,  and 
in  none  more  than  in  levers.  And 
ahhoug-h  all  fevers,  w])fMrst»f>vrr  they 
are  found,  may  havesoincihing  in  com- 
mon which  respects  their  essence,  yet 
the  fevers  of  diflTerent  times  and  plaVos 
ndmit  of  so  great  Tarictii  s  that  no  phv- 
mcian,  drawino:  from  his  own  expe- 
rience alone,  (however  g^at  it  may  oe) 
must  venture  to  speak  of  what  iever  is 

€ilsofntcfi/. 

tWoxx)  the  fornix  of  fpxf^r  \vlHch  passed 
under  my  own  ohscrvaimn  at  8t.  Bar- 
tholomew's Hospital  between  1826  and 
1832,  I  cannot  fix  upon  any  as  a 
8[R*cimen  of  the  ffvpr  of  all  places ; 
not  of  the  fever  which  oeeurred  at  the 
same  time  in  Europe,  or  even  in 
other  parts  of  En^fland.  But  perhaps 
I  may  .snrtlv  rely  upon  my  owu  <  \pe- 
rience  of  what  occurred  at  our  jarirrst 
hospital  diiringf  this  period  for  funiii»h- 
in^  me  with  just  examples  of  the  fever 
simultaneousrv  prevalent  in  London, 
and  may  He  allowed  contidentlj'  to  affirm 
that,  during  the  last  seven  years,  no 
soch  thin^  hasoecnmNi  in  London  as 
a  fourteen  or  twenty  day  fever,  or  a 
fext  r  of  any  driinite  duration  %vljatever. 

iiut  IS  it  not  amon^  the  characteris- 
tics of  certain  epidemtca  that  they  have 
a  definite  duration  P  Not  to  recede  from 
tlie  particulars  <»f  my  own  ohsrn'afion, 
I  tdiould  say  that  at  one  time  the  prc> 
valent  fever  may  be  generally  long-;  at 
another  it  may  be  generally  short  This 
is  all  1  know.  Bnt,  upon  the  whole,  I 
should  always  preler  to  calculate  the 
probable  duration  of  every  partieulur 
ease*by  its  own  circumstances,  bj things 
contained  in  itself, rather  than  according 
to  any  supposed  law  of  the  epidemic. 


ON  (ESOPHAGEAL  VOMITING. 


To  Ms  Editor  of  the  Medieul  Gazette. 
Sir, 

I  HAVE  recently  had  an  opportunity  of 
watching,  with  Mr.  Brodie,  the  eiTort 
to  swallow,  and  the  eflbrt  to  vomit,  in  a 
patient  with  total  obstruction  at  the 
caniia. 

The  efTort  to  swallow  was  not  to  he 
distiniruislR'd  from  that  in  health;  nor 
could  the  patient  detect  any  difference, 
until  the  cesophagus  beingf  completely 
filled,  the  fluid  ceased  to  descend  be- 
yond fh(^  pharynx,  and  flowed  out  of 
the  mouth. 

The  effort  to  vomit  was  also  perfisctff 
similar  to  that  wbidft  takes  place  in 
health :  the  larvux  was  closed,  an  ef- 
fort of  expiration  >»  as  I'orcibly  made, 
and  the  fluids  in  the  oesophagus  were 
expelled  as  in  ordinaij  vomiting. 

Tlie  stomach-tube  was  iiitroducf d 
repeatedly.  Whenever  it  reached  the 
cardia,  and  so  extended  the  cnsoiihuguH, 
an  efibrt  to  vomit  uniformly  took  p&e, 
as  in  the  experiments  of  Legallois;  at 
the  same  moment  the  fluids  containrd 
in  the  4t'sophn;r{is  were  forcibly  expelled 
through  the  tube. 

The  whole  of  the  ]dicnomena  in  this 
case  afforded  an  interesting  confirmation 
of  tlie  views  I  had  uubusbed  on  the 
Mechanism  of  the  Act  of  Yomiting^ 
which  were  copied  in  the  Medical  Ga- 
zette for  April  2,  1828. 

In  ordinary  vomitiiii;-,  the  alMlomcn 
and  thorax  become  as  one  cavity,  the 
intervening  diaphragm  floating  perfectly 
loose  and  inert  between  them,  whilst 
the  cavity  of  the  stomach  aiid  of  tlie 
cpsophagus  become  equally  one,  by  the 
free  opening*  of  the  cardia;  an  effort  of 
expiration  then  Uikes  place,  and  the 
stomach  is  evacuated  through  the  ceso* 
phagus. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Marshall  Hall.. 

ManchcKter-SquKre,  Jane22,  1833> 

ON  THE 

FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  LIVER  ANI> 
USES  OF  THE  BILE. 

To  tlu  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
Sib, 

At  the  request  of  many  persona  who 
were  aot  pnsent  at  die  meeting  of  tba 
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iioj  al  Society  in  whkth  a  paper  of 
mitie  was  read,  havinjgf  for  ita  subject 
the  Fanctions  of  the  IjTerand  the  Uses 

of  the  Bile,  I  have  rfmsfTited  to  make 
it  public  in  tbe  present  condensed  form. 

It  is  possible  that,  to  some,  the  in- 
vestigations contained  In  the  present 
communication  may  apprar  inrnmplete, 
or  inconclusive  :  should  this  he  tho  rase, 
may  I  Ucff  thrm  to  suspend  their  judg- 
ment untu  il'v  ^haU  oe  in  possession 
of  tbe  second  and  concludinfjr  portion  of 
the  investigation. 

I  am,  sir, 
Very  faitbrally  yours, 

BSNJAWIN  PbILUPS. 

17,  Wlmpolc-sirct I, 
OsTtndlsli-Sqaarc,  Jum  I,  1083* 

The  object  of  the  paper  submitted  to 

the  consideration  of  the  Society,  was 
to  prove  that  the  •futTiilly-rcccivt'd 
opinions  upon  the  luuctiuus  oi  the  liver 
are  incorrect 

To  estabUsh  the  erroneous  cfaaraeter 
of  these  opinions,  (he  fnllnwinff  propo- 
sitions were  sought  to  be  pro\ ea:— 

1st.  That  the  bile  is  a  fluid,  the 
principles  of  which  exist  in  the  olood 
Defore  it  arrives  in  the  livr-r 

2<lly.  That  this  fluid  may,  under  cer- 
tain circumstances,  be  secreted  from  arte- 
rial as  well  as  from  venous  blood. 

3dly.  That  good  ehylemay  be  Ibrmed 

in  tlif  absence  of  hilc. 

4thly.  That  bile  is  required,  princi- 
pally if  not  altog-cther,  for  the  purpose 
of  exercising'  upon  the  intestinal  tube  a 
stimulus,  by  wliirli  it  is  excited  tn  eva- 
cuate the  excremcutitial  matter  which 
it  may  eoittaiu. 

All  glandular  organs  are  supplied 
with  a  i|uantity  of  blood  quite  oupfo- 
portioned  to  tin  ir  bnlk,  and  we  are 
obliged  to  come  to  the  couclnsiou  that 
the  blood  is  not  seat  to  them  simply  for 
the  ))ur|)ose  of  al&rdi));^^  them  nutrition, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  ing  subjected 
to  some  pn»cess  by  which  certain  mate- 
rials which  it  contains  are  separated 
from  the  mass. 

Whether  or  not  the  materials  of  all 
the  secretions  exist  in  the  blood  before 
it  arrives  at  the  organ  in  which  they 
arc  separated,  is  as  yet  undetermined; 
though  the  experiments  of  Chevreul 
rifMf  Mt hers  strongly  tend  to  the  eonrlu- 
siou  that  they  do.  In  any  e.\{)crir«enUi 
which  may  be  made  with  a  view  t<»  de- 
termine wis  question,  much  difficulty 
will  be  experienced ;  lor,  with  the  cx!^ 
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ception  of  certain  of  the  principles  of 
the  bUe  and  of  the  wine,  the  — ****^lg 

of  secreted  fluids  may  be  found  in  the 

serum  of  blood  taken  from  any  portion 
of  the  .system.  The  facts  cite<i  by 
Stahl,  I^aze,  and  Bordeu,  and  the 
reasoning  vhi  ])  fairly  arises  out  of 
thcni,  strongly  favour  tlip  ronclusion, 
that  all  the  materials  furnished  by  the 
different  secretory  organs  pre-exist  in 
the  blood,  and  thai  the  seenCory  organs 
do  no  more  than  remove  these  |niB0i|)Iea 
from  tbe  blond  A^Tiether  this  separa- 
tion be  effected  thruuc'h  tbe  ajgency  of 
the  peeuliarly-modiiea  senailiuities  of 
the  several  organs,  or  throu||[h  thai  of 
their  particular  organixatioo,  is  not  ma- 
te ji  a  1  in  this  place. 

It  is  true,  as  I  have  already  stated, 
that  by  direet  chemical  experiment  we 
have  not  yet  succeeded  in  demonstrating 
in  the  blood  of  a  healthy  subject  the  ma- 
terials of  all  the  secretions.  It  is  equally 
true,  that  if  fium  any  cause  a  secretion 
he  suppressed,  we  are  enabled  to  detect 
its  principles  in  the  blood.  In  the 
healthy  state,  we  have  not  been  aijie  to 
demonstrate  in  the  blood  tbe  principles 
of  the  biliary  or  urinary  secretions;  out 
if,  in  consequence  of  disease,  or  of  ex- 
periment made  for  the  purpose,  these 
secretions  become  suppressed,  then  we 
experience  no  difficulty  in  demonatnit- 
ing  in  the  blood  the  existenee  of  the 
binaiy  or  urinary  secretion. 

Certain  experiments  were  made  by 
MM.  Frevost  and  Dumas,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  determining  this  question  in  as 
lar  as  rcptrdr  d  the  secretion  of  urine. 

These  ^1  1)1 1(  men  removed  from  dogs 
the  two  ividueys.  Before  they  did  so, 
they  made  a  minute  examintiion,  Ibr 
tiie  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether 
thev  coiild  detect  urea  in  tneir  hloofl, 
but  without  success.  Xu  a  few  hours 
after  Ihe  performance  of  the  operation, 
the  blood  was  examined  by  a  process 
precisely  similar  to  that  which  bad  been 
previously  enijiloyed,  and  ita  existence 
was  immediate ly  made  evident.  Tbe 
truth  of  these  experimento  has  been  con- 
firmed by  the  experiments  of  MM. 
Vaugclin,  Segalas,  and  Magendie.  I 
have  varied  the  experiments,  by  placing 
a  ligature  inNUia  the  whom  of  the 
renal  vessels,  and  allowing  to 
remain  in  the  fxbcinmiiial  cavity,  instead 
of  extirpating  them  ;  and  my  conclu- 
sions are  entirely  similar  to  those  I  have 
ahready  steted. 

Many  cases  ars  detailed  in  which  the 
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urine  has  been  sejtaratt  il  from  tlie  blouil 
hy  oUier  organs  bcsideii  llit-  kiiiucys, 
TbeM  experimeiits  and  those  cases 
clearly  establish,  as  I  submit,  that  the 
kidneys  arc  not,  as  generally  thought, 
the  generating  organs  oi'  the  urea,  and 
thftt  tbey  aimply  sepante  it  from  the 
mass  of  Slood  m  which  it  pre-exists. 

If  these  principles  exist  in  the  blood, 
H  becomes  an  object  of  interest  to  ascer- 
tain whether  they  are  generated  in  it  or 
brought  into  it ;  but  as  this  qaestion  is 
the  subject  of  another  paper,  now  be- 
fore the  Royal  Society,  but  not  yet  read, 
1  cannot  i'urltier  enter  into  its  conside- 
mtion  at  present 

When  the  biliarj^  duets  «re  (fee,  ftnd 
"when  no  VmTious  fluid  occurs  in  them — 
that  is,  when  a  suppression  of  the  se- 
eretien  Mcttr»--we  nud  that  the  yellow 
and  the  bitter  principles  of  the  !>ije  may 
be  df'inonstrated  in  the  Mood,  the  urine, 
ami  many  of  the  other  secretions  and 
exlialatiuus. 

When,  from  disease,  or  the  applica- 
tion of  a  ligature,  the  vena  portu;  be- 
comes obliterat(>d,  jaundice  is  u<$uall^^ 

Sroduced.  I  shall  terminate  tlie  evi. 
e&ee  by  which  I  propose  to  shew  that 
the  principles  of  the  biliary  secretion 
exists  in  the  bkxul  ]  *  f(»re  it  arriv  es  at 
the  particular  ori^'un  in  which  the  i>cna- 
ration  is  to  be  enected,  by  stating  ttiat 
the  Royal  Society  are  in  possession  of 
the  details  of  three  cases  m  wliidi  tlie 
vena  portu^  and  th«'  lu-patic  artery  were 
secured,  and  yet^aumiice  was  produced  ; 
no  seeretioii  of  bile  oocarred  in  the  liver, 
and  the  urine  wias  intensely  yellow. 

1  f  the  foregoing  observations  be  eor- 
tect — if  the  analogy  I  draw  from  the 
secretion  of  urine  oe  not  straioed— if, 
when  the  secretion  of  bile  no  longer 
occurs  in  the  liver,  many  of  its  princi- 
ples may  he  demonstrated  in  the  hlood 
and  in  many  of  the  secretions — if,  when 
the  tisstie  or  the  liver  be  entirely  broken 
down,  similar  phenomena  be  prod  need  ~ 
and  if  f])e  experiments  of  which  T  have 
si>uiiLCu  be  correct  (and  that  the  whole  of 
tneee  facts  are  ununpeocbable,  I  feel  tbe 
strongest  conviction)— then  I  am  unde. 
niahly  justified  in  maintaiiiiuf^^  thr 
tnith  of  my  first  position,  "  tliat  the 
principles  of  the  bile  exist  in  liie  blood 
before  it  arrives  at  tibe  particular  organ 
in  which  die  secretion  is  to  be  effected." 

The  second  p4»int  I  proposed  to  esta- 
blish was,  that  bile  may  be  separated 
fnm  arterial  as  well  as  venons  blood* 
In  the  Cliniqae  Medicale  of  Aodral, 


and  iu  two  articles  contained  in  lies 
Archives  Geii6ralesde  Medicine,  torn.  it. 
written  by  Bouillaud,  may  be  found  the 
details  of  several  cases  wliirh  li  ul  oc- 
curred at  La  Cliarite,  in  Paris,  in  which 
the  vena  portof  had  become  obliterated, 
either  in  consequence  of  comprettion 
produced  by  tumors  developed  in  the 
abdominal  cavity,  or  by  the  develop- 
ment of  inHanimation  iu  its  narietes ; 
and  in  which  the  secretion  of^  bile  ap- 
peared unchanged.  In  other  works,  to 
which  I  shall  innnf diat  ly  refer,  we 
find  detailed  four  «ell  authenticated 
cases  in  which  the  vena  portee,  instead 
of  passing  as  usual  into  the  liver,  ter- 
minated in  the  vena  cava  abdominalis, 
and  the  blood  vva<  carried  directly  to 
the  heart;  and  iu  liuee  of  them jauudice 
occurred.  In  each  of  them,  the  only 
vessel  of  any  importance  which  entered 
the  liver  was  the  hepatic  artrry.  In  all, 
tlie  secretion  of  bile  was  performed  in 
sufficient  quantity  for  the  purposes  of  the 
economy.  Of  tnese,  one  is  described 
by  Lieutaud  (Hist.  Anat.  Med.  tom.  i. 
p.  IDO);  a  second  by  lluber  (Obs.  Anat. 
p.  iH);  a  third  by  Abemethy  (Phil. 
TVans.  17113,  p.  50  tojGQ);  a  fourth  by 
Lawrence  (llud.  Chir.  Trans.  viA.  T. 
p.  174.) 

The  absence  of  the  syslcm  ot  llie 
vena  portie  in  invertebrate  animals,  al- 
thougn  tbe  secnnion  of  bile  exists,  and 
in  larq-e  quantity,  I  also  rely  on  as  a 
iitrong  corroboration  of  the  opinion  I 
have  stated. 

The  last  fact  to  which  I  shall  allude 
in  support  of  this  position,  is  the  issue 
of  three  experiments,  the  details  of 
which  are  in  the  possession  of  the  Royal 
Society,  in  which  the  trunk  of  the  vena 
porttc  was  tied  before  it  enters  the  liver, 
and  two  in  vvliich  the  hepatic  artery  was 
tied.  In  each  ca^f  the  secretion  of  bile 
continued ;  tbe  (|uautLty  was  smaller 
than  before  tbe  application  of  the  li^ 
gature. 

Such  are  the  facts  upon  which  I  con- 
ceive I  am  entirely  warranted  in  found* 
ing  my  convictioii  ^  that  bils  may  be 
separated  from  arlerial  as  well  as  Te- 
nons blood." 

The  third  point  I  propose  to  prove, 
i»  that  good  chyle  may  be  formed  in  the 
absence  of  bile. 

In  AndraPs  Clinique  Medicale,  Ma* 
l:idi«'s  de  TAbdomen,  we  may  find  de- 
tailed at  length  three  or  four  cases  in 
which  the  ductus  oommunis  was  oblite- 
rated, either  in  consequence  of  compres- 
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sion  produced  by  a  tumor  or  other  body, 
or  by  liie  ilevelupmcnt  uf  Iiillammatiau 
wilhin  its  parietes. 

In  these  owes  cbjlification  went  on 
as  usual. 

In  some  moliuscouis  animals,  onl^  8 
small  portion  of  the  bile  is  emptied  nito 
the  smaller  intesdne,  and  that  into  its 

inferior  portion.  The  remainder  passes, 
throuj^h  particular  excretory  tubes,  ei- 
ther mto  the  cfiecum  or  still  nearer  to 
the  anus,  and  passes  off  as  ezciementi- 
tial  matter,  without  nndergfoing  anjr 
clian*j*e. 

The  Rojal  Society  are  in  possession 
of  the  details  of  several  cases  in  whieh 

the  ductus  communis  was  tied,  in  which 
no  bile  rou!(!  pfet  into  the  intestinal  tiibo, 
and  yet  in  which  chjle  of  good  quality, 
possessing^  no  obvious  dinerenoe  from 
that  taken  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
citir  r  in  qnantity  or  qualitj,  was  founa 
in  tlie  tlinracicduet. 

To  tins  evidence  I  may  add  that  %vhich 
is  furnished  by  the  resiuts  of  the  expe- 
riments  made  by  Tiedemann,  and 
fhiirlin,  and  Lassai«-no ;  ^vhich,  as  I 
.subinit,  confirm  in  the  mo.st  complete 
manner,  not  onljr  Ae  truth  of  my  expe. 
riments,  but  the  justioe  of  the  opinion  I 
have  expressed — "tbnt  tr^'od  cb  vie  may 
be  fonned  in  the  absence  of  liilc." 

I  have  now  occupied  much  time  in 
offermf^  evidence  to  prove  that  the  opi- 
nions at  j)r(  sent  held  with  reg^nl  to  tlie 
functions  of  tlicli^  er,  and  (bf  \}<*'s  of  tbr 
bile,  are  incorrecl;  and  i  axa  now  clearly 
called  upon  to  state  what  oniniona  i 
propose  to  substitute  in  their  pace. 

That  the  use  of  the  liver  is  to  sepanitc 
from  the  blood  a  principle  called  bile,ii», 
I  trust,  fttUy  established ;  as  also  that 
this  principle  already  exists  in  the 
blood;  and  that  this  serrrtion  is  hkkIc 
for  the  puq)os<-  of  attaiiiiii','-  two  objects, 
I  trust  to  prove  satisfactorily. 

If  gfooa  chyle  may  be  Ibrmed  in  the 
absence  of  bile,  as  is,  I  stibinit,  fidly 
proved,  the  conclusion  is,  I  believe,  ir- 
resistible—that the  secretion  of  bile  is 
formed  £>r  some  other  purpose  than 
assisting  in  the  formation  of  that  aub- 
stance. 

It  has  been  shewn  in  almost  every 
observation  and  experiment  which  I 
hare  detailed,  that  in  the  absence  of  bile 
thealvine  evacuations  became  extrem«  ly 
unfrequent;  that  tboy  attained  p:reat 
eonsit»teney,  and  that  their  expulMon 
was  coust^iiently  attended  by  pain  and 


inconvenience;  and  that,  if  the  bile 
a^^^ain  tiou  iu  its  natnral  channel,  these 
symptoms  rapidly  dis:mjM-ar.  It  ban 
also  been  shewn  by  Tiedemann  and 
Gmelin,  that  in  the  ctpcum,  and  even  in 
the  rectum,  we  may  demonstrate  the 
principal  materials  of  the  bi^,  about  t» 
pass  off  as  cxcremeutitia]  matter. 

I  now  fee!  tint  if  nrtitnl  flrTiionstra- 
tion  were  posisible,  it  would  be  little,  if 
at  all,  more  conclusive  than  the  rt*a.s«n- 
in^  which  must  follow  these  fscCs;  it 
must  impel  us  to  (lie  conviction  that  mre, 
if  not  tnc  only,  ijreat  function  of  tfre 
biliary  secretion,  is  to  produce  a  fluid 
which,  by  its  stimulatiiij^  quality,  shall- 
esceite  the  intestinal  tube  to  eontmet 
upon  and  expel  its  contents. 

In  the  function  performed  by  the 
liver  another  great  object  is  attained : 
certain  principles  are  removed  from  the 
Mooil  wfiicb,  if  pennitted  to  remain  in 
tlie  general  mass  of  the  blood,  would 
exercise  on  the  animal  economy  a  dele- 
terious infinence. 

Look  to  another  circumstance;  if  the 
ductns  commnni>5  be  tied,  or  if  its  <d)li- 
teration  be  efl'ected  by  other  means,  the 
separation  of  bile  is  effected  by  the  otiier 
glandular  org-ans — the  kidneys,  the  sa> 
livary  g-lands,  ^e.  Here  It  '  in  ]»aveno 
reference  to  dig^estion,  and  must  l>e  an 
excrcmeiititial  fluid.  A^in,  in  those 
molluscous  animals,  as  some  of  the 
limaces,  the  aplysia,  \-e.  in  wliich  the 
bile  is  emptied  in  tiie  immediate  n<  iifh- 
bourbood  of  the  anus,  it  can  only  be  an 
exeremenL 

If  these  deductions  be  correct,  ani- 
mals in  which  ictenis  exists  do  not  die 
from  a  want  of  a  sufficient  supply  of 
}>roperly  elaborated  chyle.  From  what 
then  do  they  die  ?  Simply,  as  I  beUeve, 
from  tlic  deleterious  action  exercised 
upon  the  economy  bv  the  presence  of 
bile  in  the  jgpencral  circulating  system. 

If  we  inject  bile  into  the  stomach  of  a 
doflpt  we  produce  immediate  vomiting, 
succeeded  by  diarrhnpn  ;  if  we  inject  it 
into  the  intestinal  tube  per  anum,  wc 
produce  immediate  eracuations. 

It  is  erident,  therefore,  that  the  bile 
has  tbc  ymwer  of  stiniulatinfjj^  the  inlcs* 
tinal  tube  to  excited  action. 

I  have  now  shewn,  that  in  the  absence 
of  bile  good  chyle  may  be  formed ;  that 
w  ithout  the  presence  of  bile,  the  intesti- 
nal tube  ceases  to  act  with  that  enerj^y 
necessary  to  the  expulsion  of  its  con- 
tents |  that  when  the  intestines  are  iii 
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tliis  iottctive  state,  tbcy  may  be  stimu« 
lated  to  beaiih y  action  hy  tne  preiem 
c»fbi]«. 

Tu  conclusion,  it  may  be  necps«;nry 
that  1  should  shew  iliat  \hc  presence  of 
bile  in  the  circulating^  ^Ji«tCIn  will  pro- 
duce deleterious  eflect«,  and  even  de- 
stroy  life.  If  two  drachms  of  )ul(  be 
injected  into  the  femoral  vein  of  an  or- 
dmarjr -sized  doff,  iii  a  few  bour»  he  he- 
comet  jeondiced,  his  mouth  becomes 
dry,  he  vomits,  becomes  comatose,  and 
dies.  If  the  (juantity  be  lessened,  the 
effects  axe  less  marked.  lu  either  case 
the  urioe  and  other  fleeretioiiB  become 
tinned  with  bile. 

Ifr  r(\  flirn.  T  tcnnin:itr-  the  evidence 
in  »upuurt  ol  tite  opiiuuu^  1  have  cx- 
presiied.  Any  links  which  may  here 
spfiear  wanting  to  complete  the  chain 
of  investig'ation  necessary  to  the  entire 
elucidation  of  this  very  important  ques- 
tion lu  piiysiolog>y,  will,  I  trust,  be  fuuud 
in  my  second  paper  on  this  subject. 


ON  THE  TF,r:TII-AS  A  SOHRCE 
OF  HEALTH  OR  i)IS£AS£. 


To  the  Editor  of  ike  Medied  Guzttte, 
Sru, 

IIavinc  hocTi  frequently  askt'd  to  state 
whether  1  have  any  peculiar  \  icws  on 
tlie  diseases  incident  to  tlic  fuiiuatiou, 
|pv»wUiy  and  decay  of  the  teetb,  and  hav- 
ing occasioiially  been  addressed  in  terms 
scuii-douces,  semi-an»»-n  upon  the 
claims  I  may  have  tu  some  .sliare  of  ori- 
ginality in  the  trains  of  inquiry  in  which 
i  have  for  some  time  been  engaged,  I 
take  the  lihrrty  of  rec^uestin;;  your  in- 
sertion of  the  following^  propositions. 
Allow  me  only  to  premise,  that  if  all 
other  inquirers  cannot  at  once  perceiye 
the  dependence  uhielj  exists  between 
the  phenomena  involved,  an  accusation 
of  a  mere  fanciful  connexion  between 
them  is  no  reply  to  the  arguments 
which  it  has  taken  me  years  to  store  up, 
and  which  will  \  <>t  require  srnne  patience 
as  well  as  industry  to  arrange  for  the 
pubHc.   I  propose  that, 

1st,  The  noimal  growth  of  the  infant 
cannot  proceed  witiioiit  a  normal  !ir 
nuigemeut  and  development  of  its  or- 
gans of  suction  and  mMiicatton. 

2d,  Anomial  arrangonents  and  deve- 
lopments of  t]ic  teeth  constantly  irregu- 
late  tlie  health. 

3d,  The  development  of  the  »ccund 


ON  TBB  TEETH*  4S& 

dciuition  may  be  accompanied  by  the 
same  trains  of  disordered  nealth  as  that 

of  the  former  dentition. 

4tb,  The  errors  of  health  arise,  dnrin«- 
the  progress  of  dentition,  chiejiy  from 
injuries  to  the  nerves  of  the  jaws  and 
of  the  dental  matrii  (  s  ;  the  trains  of  de- 
velopment of  the  teeth  and  of  the  jaws 
proceeding  without  a  due  consent  be- 
tween them. 

6th,  The  diseases  which  arc  incident 
to  aufunial  conditions  of  growth  of  the 
teeth  and  jaws  indict  their  |»eualties 
upon  various  organs,  sometimes  produc- 
ing lesions  more  or  less  extensive. 
Among  these  diseases  may  he  enume- 
rated fevers  (partit  nlarly  infantile  re- 
mittent fever,  and  the  remittent  fever  of 
childhood);  spasms  of  certain  muscle 
(wry  neck);  spasmodic  croup;  anormal 
contractions  in  the  couj-s*-  of  the  alimen- 
tary canal  (intus-suscepiiou^ ;  some  teta- 
nic affections;  some  hystenc  affections; 
some  uterine  disonlcrs  ;  neuralgia  ;  (tic 
and  nenous  pains  in  tli*-  vi  le  in  fe- 
males, commonly  attributed  to  hysteria;) 
chorea;  epilepsy;  catalcpsj  ;  oblivious 
states  of  mind;  sick  headaches;  ner- 
vousness ;  stammering ;  tnrdu  access  of 
the  power  of  speech  in  children  ;  some 
iudammations  m  strumous  subjects,  par- 
ticularly of  the  hip  and  knee-joint,  and 
of  the  peritorit  iini  and  mesentery  ;  dis- 
eased lymphatic  i^-lands  ;  indaniniatious 
of  the  tonsds  and  uf  the  tiachea  (iuilam- 
matory  cnuip  ?)  j  diarrhoea,  with  inflam- 
mationof  the  mucous  surfaces  and  niiu  i- 
parous  glands  of  the  intestines  (atruphia 
ablactatorum  of  I>r.  Cbeyue,)  a  disease 
occurringas  well  duringsecond  dentition, 
in  childhood, and  adult  a^Ti-, as  in  infancy, 
accompanied oftt  Ti      ]  n>lon;;(  (l  tyjdioid 
fever,  and  terniinatinj^  lu  death,  if  unre- 
lieved 1)V  ihe  ^um  lancet,  or  by  tbc 
favourable  progress  of  development; 
Phthisis  andT anasarca  sometimes  snjicr- 
venc  to  this  disease,  when  it  n  sidts  irom 
anonnal  dcutitiou;  hydrocephalus  acu- 
tus;  strabismus;  amaurotic  blindness  ; 
deafiiess;  coma;  apoplexy  and  hemi- 
plejjia;  a  wide  range  of  cntancfuis  dis- 
eases, particulariy  those  att'ecting  tbc 
head  and  neck  j[Porrigo  larvalis,  F.  fa- 
vosa, and  especially  P.  scutellata,  mol- 
luscous excresceiif  fs ) 

That  these  propositions  are  calculated 
to  raise  a  smile  on  the  countenances  of 
many  who  have  arrived  at  a  certain 
time  of  lift  .  I  am  <|iiite  prejiand  to 
helicvc  ;— that  tin*  prnfession  contains 
many  who  would  rather  smile  than 
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exatuiue,  1  kuuw  too  wcW.  When  my 
afocatbna  petmit,  I  shall  ofler  youy  sir, 
some  of  tbe  (keto  upon  which  my  views 
rest.    In  the  meantime,  of  those  who 

fmrsiie  our  profession  with  the  liberal 
ut'lings  of  .scientific  gentlemen,  I  must 
h^  that  John  Hunter's  few  last  pag^cs 
on  Dentition  may  be  consulted,  and 
that  Bichat's  hints  on  the  divers  sym- 
pathies of  tlie  Teeth,  contained  in  his 
Antonue  Grenerale,  part  ii.  art  6,  may 
he  refemd  to.   My  subject  is  there  be- 

5un ;  and  if  tbe  facts  whicb  I  have  ad- 
uced  in  my  lectures,  and  which  I  hope 
soon  to  publish  in  another  form,  do  not 
lead  to  nirther  inquiry,  they  will  merit 
the  ne|Tl(>(  t  with  which  they  will  be 
treated. — I  remain,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHM  AsHBOmNBR. 
»,  WiBpols.8trMt,Jn]w8k  lOS. 


ACCOUNT  OF  THE 

t  COVENTRY  SEI^F- SUPPORTING 
DISPENSARY. 

To  the  Editor  of  th9  Medical  Gmzetie. 
Sir, 

In  addition  to  the  valuable  i-emarks  con- 
tained in  the  Gazette*,  several  publica- 
tions from  the  pens  of  distiiigui&lied 
practitionen  have  issned  fiom  the  press, 
explaining  the  principles  and  recom- 
nendin^  tl)r  adoption  of  sclf-supportiiijr 
dispensaries;  i»ut  I  am  not  aware  that 
any  details  of  the  )>nictical  operation  of 
these  institutions  have  been  hitherto 
submitted  to  th  •  pn)fcssi(ni. 

As  a  (lisnensnry  on  that  principle  has 
existed  and  prospered  iutliis  city  during 
the  last  two  years,  it  cannot  be  thought 
premature  to  regtird  il  as  a  successfnl 
exemplification  of  the  views  so  lonp^and 
zealously  advocated  by  Mr.  Smith  of 
Sonthsm ;  and  I  venture  to  presume  that 
such  remarks  and  extracts  mm  the  two 
printed  annual  reports  as  illustrate  the 
operation  and  extent  of  our  institution, 
will  not  be  considered  uninteresting. 
But  before  proceeding  with  these  re- 
marks, I  shall  advert  for  a  moment  to 
the  motives  A^  liicli  induced  the  adoptiitn 
of  it  iu  Coventry,  and  brietly  exuiaiu 
tbe  eimtmstances^  and  resources  of  our 
ojierative  population. 

Tlie  establishment  of  a  self-support- 
ing dispensary  was  determined  ou  at  a 

«  9tt  mimbcr  ftir  SeptMabcr  ti,  16^« 


public  meeting  held  in  this  city  mora 
than  two  years  ago,  aad  oiiie6y  on  time 
grounds:  first,  because  it  was  defined  a 

duty  to  encourage  tbe  poor  to  supply 
their  own  wants  by  their  own  means  as 
far  as  possible ;  secondly,  because  sutfi* 
cient  ninda  to  support  a  charitable  dis- 
pensary on  a  scale  commensurate  with 
the  wants  of  the  population,  could  not 
be  relied  on ;  and,  3al v,^  because  it  was 
eonsideTCd  a  matter  of  justioe  to  recog- 
nize  and  adopt  the  principle  of  remune- 
ration to  the  medical  atteruiants  on  dts. 
pensary  patients.  The  experiment  in- 
stituted here  has  conclusively  established 
the  practicability  and  efhciency  of  such 
an  institution,  and  will  be  found  to 
afford  a  striking  and  satisfactory  con- 
truj»t  to  the  excessive  and  (as  it  would 
appear  Ifom  our  experience)  the  super- 
fiuous  aid  supplied  by  the  utoal  elcno- 
synary  dispensaries*. 

In  order  to  shew  the  amouut  of  relief 
aflbrded  by  our  institution  in  eomparison 
with  the  p(»puIation,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  indicate  the  necessity  for  a  pub- 
lic ])ro\  isiou  for  the  sick  poor  of  the 
city,  it  is  necessary  to  state  that  the 
population  of  Coventry,  according  to 
the  Isst  ccn.sus,  rather  exceeded  27,000. 
The  poor-rates  (u  liich  supply  a  just  cri- 
terion of  tlie  average  condition  and  re- 
sources of  the  lahourinip  conununitT  in 
any  locality)  have  certainly  not  oeen 
lower,  but  probably  a  pfood  deal  hig-her 
than  in  most  other  larg-e  towns  in 
England.  The  staple  trade  of  tlie  place 
has  Ibr  years  past  been  much  depressed, 
nor  does  any  well-infinnied  person  anti- 


•  "  Very  few,  I  thtnk,  (tay«  Dr.  Jeffrey!!,  of 
LiTCri)ooi)  liuve  nny  i<Ieii  of  the  extent  of  f^ralni- 
tou8(oflatc  called  lionornry;  service*  to  which 

Ehyticiaiis  and  mirgeons  gladly  subniU  lbein«eWefl 
1  Ibis  (oira.  Last  year,  I  bcllrvr,  oat  of  a  popu  • 
UtlOB  or  abeat  160^  •ouU,  onr-tbird  of  ibcas 
received  gratoitona  medical  and  surgical  asiiia- 
tance  from  tbe  inflrmary  and  dtapensary,  ex- 
cIu»Wl'  of  patient-i  in  tlu-  ft  vcr  hoh|iital.  work- 
bouae,  and  other  minor  i^^]inTA\c$"—  Midhind  Me- 
Meat  nnd  Surgirat  Heporter,  XIV.  p,  I2<'. 

Id  the  eloquent  pamphlet  of  Dr.  J.  P.  Kay,  fon 
the  moral  and  pbyalcai  condition  of  tbe  workinf 
rfanKcs  employed  in  the  cotton  manufacture  la 
Mancbeatcr.  It  i«  sUtcd  (pave  tbat  *'  witboat 
incluillug  the  I<ork  Hospltafand  tbe  Eye  InsUtv* 
tion,"'  d'lring  the  year  preceding  July  )8:il,  27.894 
paUeutu  were  relieved  by  the  mcdir ,il  rharitien  of 
tbat  town.  At  j)ai?e  0'.>,  Dr.  Kay  further  remarks 
that,  "  us«umiiii<  the  pupulation  of  M  incbesler 
and  the  envirouH  to  be  230,000,  more  than  one* 
balf  of  its  inhabitants  are  either  ao  destitute  or 
BO  degraded  m  lo  rtfluir*  tli*  aaalatance  of  public 
cbarity  In  briiifliigtatlrofliii«rloglnt«  tbe  world." 
And  it  is  a  reuauiste  presuroptloD  tkatavtstlsU- 
cal  inquiry  Into  thv  subjecl  ironM  esMMt 
equally  lavlnh  ndmlnUtraiion  of  medical  charity 
In  Other  iiopuliiua  IviaiUlct  In  numeroiw  parts  of 
the  ktatgaon. 
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cipate  a  higher  rate  of  rcmuueration  to 
the  artizau  thau  he  has  receired  during 
the  period  aUoded  to. 

It  would  not  be  anticipated  that,  in  a 

maTiiifacturing"  population  nf  surh  ex- 
tent and  80  circumstanced,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  tlie  wul  pauper  etttblieb* 
meiit,  no  institution  existed — not  even 
in  the  f^mi  f>r  slfk  rlubs  or  ot]irT\\  isc, 
for  8U])pljinj^  medical  aid  to  the  labour- 
ing community  of  the  city.  It  may  be 
fairly  preeuniffil,thefefore,tkai  Coven  try 

}>re«entrd  a  very  suitable  r»pportuuity 
or  the  introduction  of  the  seliUupporU 
iug  iiyiitem  of  dispensaries. 

Aluoufij^h  the  adoption  of  a  diepemaiy 
on  this  pnnciple  was  resolved  on  at  a 
public*  meeting  held  in  March  1831, 
owing  to  una?oiduble  delays  it  was 
not  opened  finrtbeadnuMion  of  meBribere 
until  the  18th  of  July  following.  The 
first  -^TinuHl  rrport  ilnis  describe*  the  ad* 
miasioiis  diirin|(  ihe  year  ; — 

"Theadini^^i  t:s  on  the  18th  Jnlyi 

liHil,  were  .      .      .  .50 
The  number  in  August  amount. 

edto  150 

September  .  390 
October  .  .  830 
•..  Noremfaer  .  1150 
December  .  1270 
January  1833  .  1540 
February  .  .  I960 
Maidi  .aw." 

The  oommittee,  for  reasons  detailed 
in  tlie  first  annual  report,  proposed  to 
limit  the  number  of  members  to  2500. 
Immediately  aftfr  the  publieation  of 
tlie  repurt,  the  adiuissious  aiuuuntcd  to 
that  number,  and  as  Taeanciea  fa*?e  oc- 
curred tliev  have  been  from  time  to  time 
filled  up,  Lut  the  limitation  recommend- 
ed by  toe  committee  is  still  adhered  to. 
Indeed  the  funds  of  the  institution  will 
not  allow  of  any  considerable  increase 
in  the  number;  nor,  if  they  would,  is 
such  increase  desirable,  as  tnere  is  *^ood 
reason  to  think,  that,  with  the  exception 
of  pau])ers,  from  ^'>(M)  to  3000  would 
compri.M  tlir  inlKiUiunitf*  of  this  city 
who  are  not  m  eirciimstanees  to  meet 
the  charges  for  lueiiical  attendance  iu 
Ihe  usual  way. 

The  first  annual  report  proceeds  to 
state  that  "  the  jreneral  description  of 
persons  admitted  as  free  members  may 
be  eomprised  in  three  classes.  The  first, 
and  by  far  tite  most  nomerotts  dass,  are 
thoae  who  hav«j  been  ^vilhuut  any  medi- 
cal aid  whatever,  the  lamentable  cou»e« 


qucnces  of  m  hiel)  have  in  many  cnnen 
been  painfully  evident  to  the  surgeons 
of  the  estahhsbment ;  secondly,  those 
who  have  usually  sought  gimtmtoas  ad* 
vice  from  the  physicians  and  surgeons, 
and  have  procured  their  medicines  from 
druggists;  and,  thirtlly,  those  whoso 
situations  in  life  rendered  the  payment 
for  medir;t1  advice  very  ]>recarious." 

The  following  statement  w  ill  exhibit 
the  number  of  patients  treated  during 
the  two  yean  respecti?ely 


1831-32 

1832^ 

Cured  .      ,  , 

,  IIS") 

2428 

Relieved 

.  101 

99 

Dead  . 

.  19 

30 

I  nder  treatment  . 

.  186 

125 

Midwifeiy  cases  . 

10 

r>r> 

Number   of  patients 
treated    .           .  1505 

2487 

The  funds  of  the  eslahlishnient  are 

derived  fr(»m  two  sources ;  first,  from 
the  weekly  payments  of  the  working 
classes  w£o  are  called  free  members* ; 
and,  secondly,  from  honorary  or  chari- 
table subscriptions  and  donadons,  the 
eontribntors  to  the  latter  fund  bein«]r  the 

Srernorsor  directors  of  the  institution. 
I  the  escpenses  of  the  institntion.  with 
the  exception  of  the  ehaiige  for  amge, 
are  def'rrwcd  by  the  boTtornrj  fund. 
The  drugs  alone  are  paid  tor  by  the  free 
memberr  fund,  and  the  surplus  (amount- 
ing in  1831-32  to  80/.  17$.  6d.  ]  and  in 
1832-33  to  263/.  U.  5r/.)  is  divided  be- 
tween the  surgeons  of  tlie  dispensary. 

[1  he  author  here  inserts  a  financial 
abstract  from  the  hooka  of  the  instttn- 
tion,  for  which  we  regret  that  onr  limits 
will  not  allow  us  room.] 

From  this  statement  it  appears  that 
the  charae  on  the  honorary^  rand,  com- 
prising the  salaries  of  the  dispenser  and 
clerk,  rent,  levies,  and  taxes,  toffpther 
with  occasional  donations  of  broth  and 
ioam  of  linen :  (distrihoted  to  the  pa- 
tients "  ill  cases  of  seirere  aflliction'*  bj 
a  ladies*  committee,  on  the  suggestion 


*  Ttic  fuUowInf  nilt  reg«lst«s  ttas  pafnento  of 
the  Artt  uvnticr*.  <*  Every  free  member  above 

twelve  years  of  uge  shall  pay  oue  peony,  and  un- 
der that  age  one  halfpenny  per  ueek,  except  in  a 

f.imily  consisting  <>t"  more  than  two  chiUlrt-n, 
wliLMi  (iiie  (jenny  sLall  be  considered  snffuicnt 
for  all  tinder  twelve  years  ol  ity,v.  Scrviints  •'luill 
pay  five  sililllingH  a  year,  and  iu  not  leas  than  half, 
yearly  puyincntx.  The  payments  nf  cvsrj  free 
member  ibtfll  b«  made  io  •dTaosc.'* 


49B    DB.  ABROWSiaTO  ON  SELF-SUPPORTING  DI8PBN8ARIBS. 


of  thc  Rtirfifcons)  in  fact,  every  expense 
of  thc  tlispensary,  exclusive  of  drugs, 
does  not  exceed  1401.  per  annum.  And 
tliis  is  the  whole  charire  on  the  charitjjf 
of  the  wealthier  inlrnlMtants  for  the  snp- 
port  of  an  iustitulum  which  has  shewn 
iteelf  able  to  tapjplj  the  most  prompt, 
dilif^ni,  and  efficient  medical  aid  to  all 
that  portion  of  this  Inrrre  manufacturing 
pcipiilatinn,  wh«>se  circumstances  render 
them  uuabie  to  defray  the  expense  of 
medical  attendance  in  the  usual  manner. 
It  is  almost  superfluous  to  say  that  the 
siiiH  is  considerably  stnaller  tlian  is 
usiiaiij^  cxjiendcd  on  elceuiosyuary  dis- 
pensaries in  a  population  of  equal  ex- 
tent. 

Tiut  indepenrlrTitly  of  the  financial 
facilities  of  thc  system,  it  possesses  the 
lii<xl»pr  attribute  of  moral  excellence  in 
tlie  i)|)poi-tunity  and  encouragement  it 
atfunls  to  the  poor  to  rely  on  their  own 
resources  rather  than  on  the  inexpedient, 
(and  H.H  ill  is  institution  proves)  thc  un- 
necessarj,  and  therefore  mischievous 
charity  of  others.  It  has  the  farther  re- 
commendation of  justieo  (o  ffif  profes- 
sion iu  recognizing  the  principle  of  re- 
muneration n>r  the  services  of  the  medi- 
cal attendant  The  proverbially  active 
benevolence  of  iiKMlical  practitioners  !tas 
led  them  to  sacrifice  much  valuabK  i  imc 
Oil  the  iKitieuts  of  eleemosynary  iiistiiu- 
tions,  but  it  admits  of  serious  doubts 
whether,  in  the  instance  of  dispensaries*^ 
they  have  duly  considered  the  full  con- 
sequences of  tbeir  eAcellent  institutions : 
whether  they  have  sufficiently  regarded 
the  Just  clams  of  junior  practitioners,  or 
the  injurious  teniieiu  y  of  di-^pensing  sys- 
tematic charity  to  perMJUs  who  are  not 
necessarily  depenueut  upon  it.  The 
truth  appean  to  be  that  the  aaaistanee 


*  Ho*]jil:(Is  will  111 vrayH  remain,  In  a  consider  • 
n':)e  d«gT<ee  at  least,  cliartuble  inntitutlona.  At 
Ilumburgb,  however,  patients  are  admitl' d  into 
the  great  boapltiil  who  coatribate  towards  tbe 
expenses,  ami  are  catlcd  **  toarder-patlenit*** 
I>r<  Train  sajrs,  in  his  account  of  that  hospital, 
*'  there  are  many  rooms,  of  different  sites,  occa- 

pled  by  lonrder-pntirnli.*^  And  Tie  olxervcs, 
•*  the  Idea  of  nilmUiinK  such  iititieiita  appears 
worthy  of  notice.  It  ciuourHgep  feelings  of  lnde« 
pendcure  in  the  poor  who  are  above  accepting  as- 
siHtincc  m  Ru  eieemosynary  boon,  and  yet  can  ill 
aflurd  the  expense  of  a  protracted  illness.  Many 

trrsons  are  received  at  boarders  in  thc  Bamhurffh 
oaiiital  of  the  class  that  with  ns  sr»  frstiaitoauy 
reiiered  fn  our  dispensaries  and  InflnntTlcfi,  a  dr- 
cum<^taii(  e  iinaToiaahle  \xliere  there  Is  no  medium 
betwttu  iiti  expensive  UeaUncut  in  privnte,  and 
publtc  cbnritable  relief  i  except.  IiuUh  i!,  \i  lure 
the  poor  huve  a<i«ociatetl  themselves  into  friendly 
ancielies  and  sick  clubs,  institntlons  dettcrviiiK  of 
-every  eacoQrafement,"—WorlA»/  Snglmn4Mt* 
tficslsiMf  drtriyfeal  /svnvalip.  40. 


now  rendered  by  elermnsyiiary  dispen- 
saries is  iu  a  considerable  degree  uune* 
cessary,  and  that  that  department  of 
practice  ought  to  denrolre  on  the  jnro- 
perly  qualified  junior  prartitiotiprs  in  .t 
towii.  The  remuneration,  acconling  to 
the  arrangements  of  a  sdf-supporting 
dispensary,  though  unequal  to  the  de- 
serts of  the  medieal  jiriefitmiier,  exceeds 
the  average  payments  from  benefit  socie- 
ties or  sick  cluits,  aud  it  is  presumed 
would  be  found  more  satisfactory  than 
the  precarious  recompense  derived  from 
thnt  class  of  persons  where  no  as«ioeia« 
tioiis  exist  to  aitl  tbeir  honest  endea* 
vouts.  Such  remnnenition  would  be  an 
hcmonnible  and  useful  resource  to  the 
voting  practitioner  iiiiti!  ItistiTnt-  beenmc 
more  valuable  by  the  aequisiliun  of  jiri- 
vate  practise,  to  which  these  institutions 
would  be,  so  to  speak,  a  steppinjyr  stone  ; 
an  appointmeTit  u^  a  Relf-supportii»«>"  dis- 
pensary, :ifrortiuj^  him  the  Lfreat  advan- 
tage oi"  an  early  opportunity  ofeviuciu^ 
his  professional  talents  and  acquire- 
ments, and  thus  establishing  tbc  sound- 
est e]iiiii  <o  piihlie  patronage.  In  his 
original  ^lua  Mr.  Smith  proposed  that 
the  practise  of  self-supporting  dispensa- 
ries should  be  open  to  all  die  g^ienl 
practitioners  in  a  toun  ;  Imt  our  experi- 
ence in  this  city  would  imluce  us  to  sug- 
gest that  the  duties  aud  remuncratiou 
Mould  be  concentrated  within  narrower 
limits. 

Objectionsto  the  title  of  Self  -xuuportimj 
Dispensaries  have  been  started,  on  tbc 
gfround  that  they  are  not  independent 
of  charitable  aidT*.  Strictly  s]>eakin^, 
the  objection  is  a  valid  one,  but  consi- 
derable advantages  to  all  the  parties 
concerned  arise  out  of  assistance  de- 
rived Irani  the  honorary "  contrtbn- 
tions;  and  considering'"  the  compara- 
tively small  extent  of  assistance  received, 
the  infringement  of  principle  is  not  con- 
siderable. Were  the  ]>ayments  of  the 
free  members  made  sufficiently  high  to 
meet  the  whole  expenses  of  the  esta- 
blishment, tbc  operation  of  tbc  Dispen- 
sary would  be  confined  to  aitizans  ve^ 
ceiving  a  high  rate  of  wages,  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  those  who  most  need  the  as- 
sistance of  such  an  iitstitntion,  and 
without  at  all  increasing  the  remunera- 

•  The  founders  of  the  Coventry  Self-support- 
ing Dispensary,  conscious  of  such  &a  objection, 
lU-iMininittoii  tbeir  institation  "the  Coventry 
Benevolent  UUpentary."  The  epithet  "  SclN 
aapportlog,"  appears,  however,  to  be  most  appro- 
priate, •»  indlcaiiug  the  cbarKtstittIc  priuctfle 
of  tbelastlttitlQo* 
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tion  to  tlic  mediral  attendant.  But  a  are  desirous  of  keeping  in  view  the  old 
sliil  more  iiU|)orlanl  cousideratiuu  i»,  maxim — Audi  alteram  partem." 
tbtt  the  oontnbatoM  to  the  honorary  The  point,  howoTer,  I  have  in  new  is 
lund  becmne,  in  virtue  of  their  donations  only  one  part  of  the  question  at  issue, 
or  subscriptions,  the  governors  of  the  for  I  do  not  ^y\^h  to  inquire  into  the 
institution,  and  have  the  whole  manag'e-  merits  or  demerits,  of  the  pfood  or  evil, 
iiiciu  and  direction  of  the  establishment,  likely  to  result  from  the  admission  of 
Hiis  is  a  desideratum  of  the  first  im-  Scotch  apothecaries  into  England,  but 
oortance,  as  funiishinp  the  best  security  to  ijiquire,  whetlier  or  not  the  Society 
for  the  impartial  adiniuistration  of  the  of  Apothecaries  of  London  have  made 
■atfatrs  of  the  institution.  Judffing  the  best  use  of  that  Act,  which,  "after 
fivm  what  is  frec]uentl^  ohserred  in  some  opposition,  passed  on  the  third 
benefit  societies,  in  which  the  control  reading  bjr  a  single  vote,  at  the  moment 
anfl  fliiection  is  confided  to  tlie  onlin.iry  the  house  was  breakinq"  uj*  f"r  the  ses- 
uienibcrs,  it  is  exceedingly  prdbaUle  sion,"  and  which  came  into  uperatiou 
that  such  inconveniences  and  inipedi-  on  the  1st  of  Au«rust,  1815. 
ments  would  arise,  were  the  manacfe-  There  is  no  person,  I  think,  who  can 
ment  of  the  affairs  entrusted  to  the  tree  rea.sonably  deny  that  the  improvement 
members  of  the  Dispensary,  as  would  of  medical  science  ha-s  of  late  years  been 
be  speedily  iatal  to  the  ins»titiitiou.  A  very  great,  and  this  may  be  accounted 
oommittee'of  management  formed  from  lor  by  the  impartialitr  with  which  the 
the  honorary  suWribers,  ensures  pro.  examinations  of^  candidates  (of  certi- 
tr«*ti"ii  to  the  just  intensts  nftlie  profes-  fieafes  to  practise  as  apotheoaries  have 
(»]on,  hy  eonfioiug  the  admisMou  to  pro-  been  conducted.  So  far,  so  good;  and 
per  persons ;  as  m  el^fibilitj  of  every  the  subject  might  here  dismissed,  did 
me  member  for  admission  is  determined  not  another  qiiestion  arist>  out  of  it.  The 
by  such  committee,  which  consists  of  question  I  allude  to  is  tliis, —  d  t,  ordo 
gentlemen  whose  local  iuforination  and  not,  the  Court  of  ExamiucrHacL  honour- 
general  knowledge  of  Uic  circumstances  ably  in  refusing  an  cxamiiialiou  to  a 
of  the  labouring  cla»«e8  qualify  them  to  candidate  who  is  unable  to  show  an  in- 
form a  correct  opinion,  without  having  dentuie  of  apprenticeship  for  five  years 
r»M  ourse  to  any  special  inquiries  or  pro-  to  an  apotbecarj',  thouffh  in  every  other 
cccdjngi»,  which  the  candidates  lor  ad>  respect  he  may  be  fully  competent  to 
mission  might  deem  inquisitorial.  unaergo  sudi  examinatiott?    It  must 

Under  the  surveillance  of  a  committee  he  allowed  that  the  art  of  compounding 

thus  eonstitufrd,  (hr  ('f»ventrv  Dispen-  and  dispensing  medicines  is  an  essential 

sary  has  Hourislied  during  tiie  last  two  qualification  for  an  apothecary ;  but  is, 

years  beyond  the  most  sanguine  cxpec-  or  is  not,  five  years  a  longer  tcnn  than 

Nations  of  its  found ei-s.    The  cireum>  is  requir^  to  learn  this?  or  is  not  a  five 

stances  of  the  place,  it  is  true,  were  ex-  or  seven  years'  apprenticeship  to  a  rc- 

ceedingly  suitable  to  the  introduction  sj)eetahle  chemist  and  druiririst  ;i  gua* 

of  the  l)ispensary,  but  tlierc  must  be  a  rantcc  for  this  part  of  the  question  f  And 

natural  fitness  in  the  system  itself  to  to  push  the  question  closer  home,  it  may 

have  led  to  such  marked  success.  be  asked,  why,  if  this  is  not  sufficient, 

Your  very  obedient  servant,  does  it  come  to  pass,  that  we  every 

K.  AuKowsiiiTH,  M.D.  day  hear  the  apotliecary  railing  at  the 

Coventry,  M»y  3 1,  1833.  druggist  for  robbing  him  of  the  best 

and  most  profitable  part  of  his  business^ 

- — —            ■                 ■  that  of  tlt-^jv  !iviii<r  medicines  and  pre* 

^   scribing  behind  liie  counter?  and  surely 

THE  APPRENTICESHIP  SYSTEM,  if  he  does  this,  lie  nm>t  do  it  succcss- 

  fully,  or  he  would  bring  obloquy  on 

himself;  and  if  he  does  it  sueer>sriilly, 

Tu  the  Editor  qJ the  Medical  Gazette,  is  he  not  able  at  least  to  tea<  h  his  ap- 

^  prentice  ?    But  here,  again,  the  wide 

'  question  of  the  real  or  suppiosed  igno- 

As  the  uublic  mind  is  at  present  niudi  ranee  of  the  druggist  presents  itself  to 

agitated   by  the  questi(,ii  of  uiedical  our  notice,  and  daily  experience  fully 

education,  I  must  be^  a  place  in  your  convinces  every  candid  inquirer,  that 

journal,  as  I  believe  m  the  present,  as  the  profession  of  chemist  and  dmggist 

well  as  other  questions  of  interest,  you  is  moie  or  less  in  every  town  assumed 
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hy  the  most  ig'nfir  iDi  and  unlettered 
part  of  the  comumuit^ .    But  are  we  tu 
oottdemn  the  man^r  for  the  few?  Can^ 
dour  will  gaj,  certainly  not    But,  to 
take  another  view  of  the  case,  in  how 
many  families  arc  there  to  he  found  two 
sons  of  equal  ahilitiea,  who  have  enjojed 
the  tame  advantages  at  the  same  or 
cqnall v-rated   acadeiuies,   the  one  of 
>v)iich  has  been  rej^tilarly  apprentioeti 
to   a  surffeoii  -  aj>otliccarTj  the  other, 
owing  to  tile  inabiiitjr  of  du  parenta  to 
anppoit  the  expense  of  his  education, 
baa  been  prevented  following-  his  in- 
clinations: but  allowinjf  that  in  the 
course  of  a  few  yean  bis  resooreea  aie 
augfmentod,  and  this  youngs  man  is  at 
leisure  to  turn  his  attention  to  tlie  study 
of  medicine,  is  he,  or  is  he  not,  able  to 
learn  as  much  in  a  year  as  his  brother 
has  d<MDie  in  five  ?  Thia  is,  I  think,  a 
question  which  will  not  find  a  ready 
solution.    However,  he  attends  the  lec- 
tures required  b^'  the  Court  of  Exami- 
ners, and  applies  at  tile  Hall  fw  an 
examination;  and  the  beadle  is  autho- 
rized to  tell  bn",  with  all  the  g^ravity  of 
a  judffe,  that  his  request  cannot  be 
fprantM.  But  why?  why  because  they 
wiah  to  prevent  unqualified,  or  rather 
tmexamined  persons,  from  practising; 
and  so,  not  beeansr  hp  is  unaole  to  pass 
this  said  examiuatiuu  with  credit  to 
hinuelf,  bat  beoanae  he  eannot  i^ew 
that  some  apothecary  has  had  a  fee 
of  indenture,  he  must  g"o  bark,  and 
at  the  age  of  from  21  to  25  years, 
bind  htniself  five  yeafa  to  an  imothe- 
eaiy  to  lean  that  whieh  he  baa  already 
learnt  by  incessant  nnd  wasting*  study  : 
and  thnufrh  it  may  be  said  that  such 
cases  arc  au  exception  to  the  general 
order  of  things,  and  that  few  are  in  the 
situation  I  have  described,  yet  I  may 
venture  to  assert  that  altboupj-h  these 
cases  are  exceptions,  they  not  uofre- 
^ilientlj  occur  onder  the  same  or  aimilar 
eircuniatances ;  for  the  same  train  of 
reasoninsf  will  hnbl  ir^^'^d  with  regard 
to  the  case  of  a  young*  man  who  may- 
hare  suffered  through  the  caprice  of  a 
guardian,  or  the  son  of  a  gentleman  re- 
sident abroad,  Vr.  Vr  ;  and  T  may  he"' 
leave  to  add,  tliut  ihouffh  th^y  are  indi. 
vidual  cases,  thej'  ure  numerous,  and  not 
only  attended  with  extu'me  hardship  on 
the  part  of  the  suflTerers,  but  with  bare- 
faced iiijusfice  on  the  part  of  the  exa- 
miners; lur  though  they  may  argue 
that  la wa  were  never  made  to  meet  the 
exigencies  of  the  few,  but  for  the  good 


of  the  many,  ret  I  would  a«]v  them  if 
this  is  the  case,  and  if  in  one  point  thojT 
are  sostrennoos  in  the  pierention  of 
abuse,  why  are  they  not  so  in  another  f 
And  ill  order  to  convey  my  meaning 
here,  I  would  ask,  in  the  first  place, 
bare  two.-thinis  of  those  can<lidates  for 
examination  who  aie  able  to  shew  an 
iiulenturc  cf  npprpTitioesbip  for  five 
years  to  an  ipntlK  i  n  v,  ser^'ed  that  time 
m  full?  in  uud  luar  London,  more 
partieulariy,  every  body  kaowa  the  five, 
six,  or  seven  years*  indentures  to  be  a 
merr  form  :  it  i«  fnie  they  may  be  bound 
for  one  oi  these  numbers  of  years,  but 
at  the  fiist,  owing  to  the  master  not 
having  sufficient  practice  to  employ 
him,  the  hopeful  youth  is  sent  baclv  to 
play  away  a  year  or  two  at  school ;  he 
then,  for  three  years  at  the  most,  is  sup. 
posed  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  mas- 
m^- u|)  and  dispensing  medicines;  and 
the  last  two  years  are  «M]>|>osed  to  be 
spent  at  the  hospitals ;  bui  owing  to  the 
present  system,  aalf  this  time  (and  the 
summer  months  too)  are  deroted  to  the 
pleasin>2f  t;isk  of  visitinq*  country  friends, 
shooting,  h-shiu^,  cricket-playing.  Sec. 

Secondly,  it  is  an  undoubted  truth 
that  many  young  men  who  have  not 
been  apprenticed  at  all,  or  who  have 
been  improperly  apprenticed,  Iihc, 
owing  to  oeing  rcfusccl  an  exanuuaiiuii 
without  it,  got  a  nominal  indentnre, 
setting  forth  that  the  bearer  has  repu- 
larhf  and  faithfulhj  jsorvcfl  flu-  f«M-m  of 
five  years,  whilst  he  has  been  iour  or 
five  times  to  Chneenland  or  Davis' 
Straits  in  a  whale  ship,  or  onoe  or 
tuice  to  tbr  Soiitfi  Keas  on  the  same 
errand,  or  to  tiie  Kast  or  West  Indies  in 
the  capacity  of  "  Doctor!"  to  pass  a^ay 
the  time.  How  could  he,  or  could  he 
not,  have  passed  his  examination  before 
he  went?  if  be  could,  what  occasion  for 
this  much-needed  iui>trument ;  if  he  cuuld 
not,  would  it  not  have  been  far  better,  on 
the  part  of  the  Court,  to  have  given  him 
such  examination,  and  by  his  rejectinn 
to  have  prevented  an  unqiialified  person 
Onm  practising  on  his  Majesty^  sub- 
jects? 

But  once  more:  it  is  required  that 
candidates  be  young"  men  of  "  r/ood 
moral  character."  Now  how,  in  the 
name  of  common  sense,  can  we  suppose 
a  young-  man  \»ho  is  pnilty  of  a  false- 
hood lo  be  a  younir  mati  of**  good  moral 
character  ?"  and  m  u  bat  light  must  we 
view  that  set  of  men  who  oblige  this 
young  man  to  get  an  iastrumettt  of  thb 
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tOTl  (if  ft  neccMaiT  cme)  witbonl  mak* 
iiMP  bolb  bim  ana  b»  supiioscd  master 
guilty  of  a  crtnie  liltle  suort  of  p«r. 

JUTV  ? 

i^rom  these  inferences,  then,  we  may 
learn  that  there  roast  be  tome  cauae 

operating  at  the  bottom ;  but  can  we 
nail  V  snjtjiosr  these  iirij»arliiil  examiners 
guilty  oi  tntiiug,  or  (lu  use  a  coinmon- 
|ibee  tena)  of  getting^  up  a  job?  If 
their  <^ject  in  petitioning*  the  Icgisla- 
tnrc  fnr  tlic  Act  of  1815,  was  the  amrml- 
nieiit  of  medical  science,  it  was  praisc- 
wortfay ;  but  viewing  the  afore-mea- 
tuoed  abuses,  suspicion  says,  was  it 
really  ?io  ? — No.  '1  he  Act  was  tbou;.'h! 
of  ill' 1812,  when  a  uiectinj'- was  called 
to  con&icler  the  high  price  of  gla&.H  i  and 
oae  thing  led  to  another,  aotii  the 
grierance  that  the^  could  get  no  pre. 
miums  with  their  apprenttcos  was 
thuugbt  of!  A  nice  Itit  for  makiug  an 
addition  to  Aeirinoomei !  and  now  they 
fin<i  tlie  thincr  takes,  and  that  apothoca- 
rios  t1«»ek  in  abniiihnK'f  ff^  T/mi(!oti  an- 
nually, we  are  told  ihcy  arc  guiujr  to  do 
au  ay  with  the  live  years^  indenture,  and 
tubfttitute  a  four  years'  course  of  instnie- 
Uou»;  that  is  to  say.  they  must  he  two 
years  at  tlic  hospitals,  and  two  at  play, 
instead  of  one  at  school,  and  one  at 
p1a>%  as  heretofore;  or  else,  that  we 
wiu  make  the  profession  respectable  by 
keeping  it  select,  and  that  by  raisin 
the  attendant  expenses.  But  if  the  con- 
duct of  these  sapient  dealers  in  drugs 
and  dlfdomas  was  straightforward  and 
honourabTr.  \vhnt  occasion  for  this  round 
of  chicanery  ?  il  they  think  a  year  at  the 
hospitals  and  lectures,  and  one  at  pluy, 
has  been  found  suflicienA  for  all  the  pur. 
poses  required  by  their  statutes,  why 
are  they  going  to  alter  it?  And  why 
not  give  an  examination  to  all  who  ap- 
ply r  If  the  examination  is  impartial, 
erery  one  will  then  have  afilir  chancet 
and  there  will  be  no  cau'^c  for  com- 
plaint, for  it  will  thus  give  those  whose 
circumstanccii  have  been  unfavourable 
in  early  life  an  oppnrtunitjt'  of  following 
their  inclinations,  Mliilst  at  the  i^nme 
time  the  puMic  mind  will  remain  sutH- 
cicnliy  convinced  of  the  necesMly  of  a 
regular  apprentioesbi|i  Ibr  those  who 
begin  joung. — I  remain,  sir, 

Respectfully  yottrs,  ^ 

Xfiit,  May  so,  1889. 
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**  L*Autrur  se  tue  A  allonger  ce  que  le  Ircteur  te 
!«•  k  •br4ftr."^0*AL«iiSBST. 


The  Tra}isaction»  of  Me  PfWfilteUli 
Medical  and  SuTfieal  AuoeUtwn, 
Vol.  T.  1833. 

Of  the  history  and  general  circum- 
stances of  this  volume,  we  gave  some  ac- 
count in  our  last  number  but  one :  we 
have  now  only  to  introduce  it  somewhat 
in  detail  to  our  readers,  hy  noticing^  a 
few  of  the  papers  v>hich  it  contains. 
And  we  shall  begiu  with 

A  Case  of  ntspected  Poismitnff  hy  Can- 
tharidet.  By  Da.  Hastings,  of  Wor- 
cester. 

The  author  prefaces  his  narrative  with 
some  sound  remarks  on  the  importanee 

of  lenfal  m<  (lii  iiif,  :ind  the  awful  respon- 
sibility w  hicli  attaches  to  Tnrdieal  wit- 
nesses who  arc  called  upon  to  give  evi- 
dence in  matters  of  life  and  death.  In 
the  fallowing  case,  it  was  only  by  much 
patience  anci  diligent  research  that  ail 
opinion  was  arrived  at  hufficieutly  con> 
vincing  to  obviate  all  suspicion  of  ML 
play. 

•*  Miss  A.  B.,  aged  32,  was  governess  in 
the  family  of  a  farmer  at  D.,  in  the  county 
of  Oreester.  To  this  situation  she  had 
resided  for  three  years,  excepting  that  for 
six  months  of  that  time  she  was  cogJned 
in  prison,  for  a  pecuniary  deiniuid  iTif  irn  1 
some  years  before.  This  naturally  had  af- 
fected her  spirits,  and,  it  is  not  improbable, 
may  have  tended  to  produce  some  aAsc. 
tion     \}\"  lit  art. 

*'  it  appeared,  upon  inquiry,  tliat  Miss 
B.  had  never  been  in  ve^  stout  health, 
havinp:  been  subject  to  indigestion,  and  a 
train  of  nervous  i^mptoms  often  connected 
with  that  state. 

"  For  six  weeks  before  the  fbtal  attack 
she  had  been  more  than  usually  unwell, 
and  was  subject  erery  morning  to  vomit- 
ing, and  sometimes  to  pain  in  the  head. 
Aoout  n  innT:t1i  ]»ri'vious  to  her  death  she 
went  to  Kidderuiiuster,  to  pay  a  visit  to 
her  fhroily ;  and  she  was  there  so  ill,  that 
hhe  consulted  a  medical  gentleman  on  the 
24tli  of  I)ccemb<'r,  1832.  From  the  «t:ite 
ment  of  that  gentleman  hi  hich  lie  UmI  ihc 
kindness  to  send  to  me),  it  appears  that 
the  most  troublesome  com])laiiit  at  that 
time  was  a  vesicular  eruption,  which  af- 
fected principally  the  bands  and  the  bend 
of  the  anus.  The  boweb  also  weie  veiy 
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^!Mtive.   He  prescribed  for  the  young  Ia<Iy 

an  active  a]  i  ritnt  of  calomel  and  col<»- 
cynth ;  and  aiterwank  a  powder  of  hy- 
diui^.  c.  creta  and  rhnbazn,  other 
night;  and  a  mixtaie  of  tartrate  of  potash 
and  syrup  of  rhubarb,  to  be  taken  twice  a 
daj*  She  expressed  herself  reltt^  cti  by  the 
above  plan,  which  did  not,  however,  act 
sulfieiently  upon  tlu  bowds,  and  be  there- 
fore ordered  the  tnilowini^ : — 

"R  Magncsiie  Suiph.  ;  Magnesias  Cai- 
cin.  3ij.i  Tinct  Senna?  f^ss.;  Spir. 
jf'Uheris.  Nitr.  Spjr.  Cinnomomi  aa. 
f5ij.  a«iuae  puraj  f^vij.  M.  fiat  mis. 
tura,  cujus  sumat  cot'b.  ij.  ampla  bis 
die. 

''The  patient  derived  so  niticb  benefit 

from  this  mixture,  that,  after  taking  part 
iif  it,  she  delisted;  and  said  slif  would  put 
nsidc  the  remainder  till  sht;  was  again  un- 
well. 

*'  This  is  the  mixture  which  was  again 
taken  by  the  deceased  at  the  time  of  her 
last  illness,  and  is  allnded  to  bj  the  wit- 
nesses. It  is  right  to  stale  that  the  young 
lady  bore  the  hitrhest  character  with  her 
employers;  and  Mrs.  1*.  particularly  stated, 
that,  exceptini(  her  visit  to  Kidderminster, 
she  hud  scarcely  been  out  of  the  house  for 
fievtral  months.  It  was  known  to  the 
ftunily  with  whom  she  resided  that  she  was 
attached  to  a  young  man  w^ho  lived  at  a 
distance,  but  she  scarcely  ever  saw  him, 
and  certainly  bad  not  been  in  hi.s  cum 
pany  for  several  weeks. 

**  It  did  not  appear  that  the  youni?  Indy 
had  manifested  any  desponding  foreboif- 
ings,  or  been  oat  of  spirits.  The  duties 
that  she  had  to  perform,  in  teaching  the 
children  of  the  family,  never  appeared 
irksome;  and,  uhh«iugii  nut  very  well,  she 
had  not  shewn  any  marks  of  being  parti- 
cularly fufiLxued  by  the  engaq-ements  that 
devolved  u]>on  her ;  so  that  until  the  day 
of  the  fatu  attack,  no  particular  notice 
was  taken  of  the  state  of  this  unfortunate 
lady.  Indeeii,  on  the  Friday  night,  Ja- 
Quary  IHih,  before  being  taken  worse,  she 
retired  to  rest  tolerably  well,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  evidence  of  the  ytuirii^  jierson 
who  slept  in  the  same  room  with  her,  she 
had  a  very  good  night,  and  made  no  par- 
ticular ei  lujiliunt  early  t^'  morning; 
but  before  breakfast  on  Saturdav,  whilst 
dressing,  sickness  came  on,  witn  uneasi- 
ness in  the  stomaeh.  This  was  not  re- 
gaixled,  and  she  went  down  stairs,  and  at- 
tempted to  take  some  breakfast ;  but  the 
attempt  was  followed  by  very  severe  vomit- 
ins?;  and  f:  nu  that  time  tliore  was  no 
respite  from  severe  attacks  of  voniiting,and 
from  pain  in  the  back.  Still,  however, 
tin*  svmpt(uns  were  not  considered  suffi- 
ciently alarmim;  to  induee  th«'  family  to 
send  for  medical  aid  until  the  TutMlay 


night  following,  January  2*id  Mr.  M.  then 

saw  the  patient,  and  found  lier  labouring 
under  incessant  vomiting,  ^[reat  tliirst, 
pain  in  the  loins,  recurring  with  increased 
severity  at  short  intern  als;  stranguary,con- 
sidernble  diseharc;e  of  hlood  from  the  ure- 
thra; the  skin,  particularly  of  the  face, 
neck,  and  chest,  covered  w'ith  a  deep  ntd 
efflorescence;  the  Ii])s  ]>arched;  the  eyes 
red  with  extravasated  blood ;  the  ruof  of 
tile  roonth  and  the  tongue  were  thickly 
coated,  and  the  pulse  was  so  small  and 
quirk  as  scareelv  t«)  be  counted.  There 
had  been  no  dvliriumi  on  the  contrary, 
her  mind  was  very  composed.  She  mani- 
fested no  apprehensions  of  her  situation, 
but  expressed  herself  deliberately  and  cor- 
rectly. She  could  not  account  for  her  ill. 
nesK,  and  said  she  was  not  aware  of  haviujii^ 
taken  any  tliinfj  that  was  likely  t<»  dis- 
agree wiOi  her.  Since  tlie  attack,  sla-  had 
taken  a  wtry  lar^e  quantity  of  Tariom 
fluids,  but  every  ihinc^  rctumeil  sonn  after 
being  swallowed:  the  bowels  had  acted 
only  once  since  the  ■were  symptoms  cams 
on.  The  clitoris  was  tumid  and  very  pain- 
ful, so  much  so  that  she  had  repeatedly 
complained  of  this  symptom  to  Mrs.  r. 
and  now  called  Mr.  M.'s  particular  atten- 
tion to  it.  This  combination  of  symptoms 
be  could  not  trace  to  any  recognized  dis- 
ease. Pork  was  the  only  food  she  bad 
taken  likely  to  disorder  her  stomaeh.  This 
she  had  eaten  of  the  day  before  the  attack  r 
but  this  appeared  no  suflieient  cause  for 
so  severe  an  illness.  -"Mr.  ^I.  very  pro- 
perly, as  the  powers  df  life  were  fast  sink- 
ing, did  not  have  ree«>urse  to  any  very  ac- 
tire  treatment,  but  endearourcd,  by  all 
possible  means,  to  allay  tlie  irritability  of 
tlie  stomach.  lie  expressed  to  the  family 
his  great  apprehensions  for  the  result,  and 
proposed  seeing  his  patient  early  the  next 
morning.  It,  bn',vr\er.  was  Mrs.  P.'s  in- 
tention to  be  in  U Orcester  early,  and,  ac- 
cording to  her  promise,  she  brought  him 
on  Wednesday  morning,  January  23d,  a 
rcjwrt  <if  the  state  of  things,  which  wai 
favourable.  The  patient  had  taken  two- 
thirds  of  a  izrnin  of  opium,  and  afterwards 
two  or  three  djises  of  the  effen  eseing  saline 
mixture.  Her  bowels  had  acted  once 
freely,  and  the  Tomiting  had  ceased.  But 
wliilst  ^Irs.  P.  w;ts  thus  relating  what  had 
transpired,  another  messenger  came  to  sav 
the  patient  was  dead;  and  it  appeared, 
from  the  description  given,  that  a  convul- 
sion fit,  the  only  one  she  had,  teiminated 
her  existence." 

The  non-medical  e\  ideuce,  Mhich  is 
given  by  Dr.  Hasting^s,  we  tbiiik  it  un- 
necessary to  extract    Suffice  it,  that 

nothino-  transpired  to  prove  thnt  ^ioi«?(>n 
had  been  j,^i\en.  Hut  the  ^losimurtcm 
cxamiualiuu,  wbicb  we  subjoiu,  ishighly 
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interesting  and  valuable  in  a  pathologi- 
cal jioint  of  view. 

Examintilioii  twenty-seven  hours  nfter  Death. 
•—The  surface  uf  the  body  bad,  almost  in 
ereyj  part  of  it,  a  livid  appearance.  This 
"vrns  most  remarkably  observed  on  the  sides 
of  the  face,  on  the  neck,  uu  the  chest  and 
mbdoiuen,  and  on  tiie  thighs ;  in  each  of 
which  parts  the  body  was  of  a  dark  mul- 
berry colour.  There  were,  besides,  on  the 
arms  and  forehead,  numerous  petechial 
spots.  Considerable  extravasation  of 
blood  was  evident  on  the  vessels  of  the 
conjunctival  coat  of  the  eyes. 

In  making  the  incision  through  the  tho> 
racic  and  nlnloniinal  integuments^  a  Teiy 
thick  layer  of  fat  was  observed,  and  die 
mnsdes  ooTeringtiicaepaits  were  nnnsually 
red. 

When  the  contents  of  the  tliomx  and 
abdomen  were  first  txpos4;d,  iheoniv  tiling 
worthy  of  remark  observed  by  us  wits,  that 
the  great  end  of  tlie  stomach  appealed 
reddier  than  natural. 

J^ontf.  —  The  abdominal  Tisoem,  the 
liver  espocially,  pushed  the  diaphrai^m 
high  up  into  the  chest.  The  pericardium 
contained  at  least  four  ounces  of  bloody 
senim.  The  heart  was  enlaiged,  and  the 
ve^!«els  on  its  mtiTacc  were  mudieoi^iested. 
Tiie  wails  of  the  ventricles  and  auricles 
were  very  thin  and  flabby ;  and  each  of 
the  cavities  of  the  heart  was  ver}'  full  of 
dark  fluid  blood.  In  the  right  cavity 
of  the  thorax  there  were  six  otmces  of 
bloody  scrum.  The  j)lcnra  was  every 
where  very  red.  The  pleura  costalis  and 
pnlmooalis,  on  the  led  side  of  the  chest, 
were,  for  the  most  part,  closely  united  to. 
gether  by  old  adhesions.  The  vessels  of 
the  right  and  left  lung  were  very  much 
congested ;  and  a  quantity  of  firothy  bloody 
fluid  escaped  ftom  tliem  when  an  ineisioii 
was  made. 

7VveA«ii  mid  Brmehia.^The  membrane 
of  the  trachea  and  lai^er  bronchia  was 
very  red,  but  contained  little  fluid.  On 
tracing  the  ramifications  ut'  the  bruiuhiu 
into  die  Innn,  tlie  same  redness  of  the 
mucous  memnrniic  was  ohsem  d  ;  and  the 
air  cells  were  choked  up,  being  quite  filled 
with  a  ftothy  bloody  fluid. 

AhJninrr,.  —  Thc  livcr  was  rather  large 
and  soft,  but  otherwise  healthy.  The  pe. 
ritoneam  was  generally  bealthy.  The 
spleen  and  pancreas  were  healtoy,  but 
their  peritoneal  investment  was  very  much 
congested  witii  blood;  su  much  m^,  as  to 
TCsemble  the  pia  mater.  The  peritoneal 
covering  of  tlie  small  intestines  was  con- 
gest4HL  A  portion  of  the  jejunum,  and  a 
portion  of  ue  ilenra,  were  examineid,  and 
contained  a  i)inkish-eolourtd  chyme;  but 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bowels  was 
not  diseased. 


Kidnei/i  atid  Organs  of  Ceneratwn.  —  In 
the  capsule  suTrouadingr  the  kidneys,  par- 
ticularly on  its  anterior  part,  there  was  a 

considemble  extmva«;ntion  of  blood.  The 
left  kidney  \va.s  large;  its  vessels  were  very 
mnch  congested  J  and  the  mcmbmnc  lin- 
in|^  the  pelvis  was  very  red,  and  bloody 
fklid  was  contained  in  it.  The  right  kid. 
ney  was  still  more  inflamed,  and  the  pel. 
vis  contafnincr  at  least  t\^  ()  dniehms  of 
blood.  The  bladder  contained  two  ounces 
of  blood;  its  lining  membrane  was  very 
red.  The  lining  membrane  of  the  uterus 
was  also  red.  The  ovaries  were  much  in- 
flamed, and  in  the  right  ovaiy  there  was  a 
considerable  extravasation  of  bleod.  Tim 
fallopian  tubes  wcrcinflamed.  Tli*  ]i%  raen 
was  entire.  The  stomach  contained  about 
a  pint  of  fluid,  about  as  tiiin  as  gruel,  but 
of  a  brown  colour ;  there  were  also  mixed 
with  it  several  dark-colouRd  spots,  which 
fell  to  the  bottom  of  the  lluid.  Several 
of  these  dark-coloured  pieces  of  matter 
^vf  re  also  found  in  the  tnck  of  the  intes. 

liiJftS  *. 

Tlie  whole  of  the  membrane  of  ^e 

stomadj  was  very  red  ;  and  there  wero 
numerous  dark  cuocolatccoloured  spots, 
arising  from  extravasation  of  blood  intti 
the  sub-mucous  membrane,  throughout 
every  part  These  spots  varied  in  size, 
from  a  small  speck  to  that  of  the  circum- 
ference of  a  horse-bean. 

Brain.  —  Thebniin  itself  was  healthy, 
but  the  blood- ves.sels  were  every  where 
much  loaded  with  blood.  The  plexus  eho. 
roides  was  of  a  verv  ]  p  colour ;  and  the 
veins  ramifying  on  the  pia  mater  were  di- 
lated to  a  very  lai^e  size,  and  were  full  uf 
dark  blood. 

The  verdict  of  thc  Coroner's  jury 
was,  "  died  by  the  visitation  of  God  j*'" 
and  Dr.  H.  concludes  tlie  case  with 
si»nie  observations,  in  which  he  lays 
principal  stress  on  the  inflamed  state  of 
the  stomach,  kidneys,  and  bladder,  as 
f^iviiio-  rise  to  the  vomiting',  pain  in  the 
back,  and  straining;  and  on  the  con- 

Sctitcd  state  of  the  brain  and  liings  as 
le  catune  of  the  fatal  oooTulsion.  There 
was  besides,  as  was  properly  remarked, 
no  circumstantial  evidence  whatever  of 
poison  having  been  administered ;  and 
nitbeabMDceofsuch  nroofjuotwithstand* 
ing  the  strong  rearaiDiaiice  of  the  symp- 


*  Some  of  these  particles  of  dark  matter  were 
minutely  cxitmoifd  i  but  neither  hj  tlie  onked 
eyi»,  nor  by  ilie  microMope,  could  that  resplen- 
lU  iit  :ijiju-arain  e  vvhlcb  cfurscteriitcii  cantharides 
be  detvc  ud.  The  RUitif r  seciDcd,  lodetd.  readily 
to  mb  loto  «  bUcli  powder,  and  wu  doubtteM  tb* 
dsrk  ttitly  mutter  which  ia  to  frequontly  mixed 
vltb  coarse  oaimeai,  as  the  patient  hail,  during 
her  illnese,  tskcn  fttelf  of  gt«cl  made  of  oearaa 
oatmeal. 
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tODis  to  tbosc  produced  b^'  cantharides,  it 
was  odI  J  lair  to  conclude  that  death  bad 
resulted  fiom  natural  disease. 

Case  of  OtteoSarcoma  of  botk  Jaws. 
Bj  Mr.  Hbtuno,  of  Bristol. 

This  is  a  Terr  elaborate  naper,  wbich 

may  be  consnlted  ^\ir1l  ;ulv:iTitr»nfr  for 
its  biblio^rajdiy,  and  thv  (|tiaiitily  ol  iu- 
i'oniialioii  \vbieli  it  cuutuiiis  relative  to 
operations  for  osteo-sarcoma.  Mr.  Het- 
Hm^'^  proves  tbat  tyinff  tbe  primary  caro- 
tid, previously  to  trio  removal  of  the 
tumor,  ought  to  be  discountenauced  as  a 
proceeding  of  great  danger  $  and  be 
shews  tbat  not  only  botb  jaws,  but 
"  almost  the  entire  of  one  side  of  the 
bones  of  the  face,  may  be  safely  ampu- 
tated, and  the  paticut  still  be  able  to 
perform  the  funetions  of  niasticatinn 
and  articulation,  accompanied  with  but 
slight  dcfonoity." 

Cw  rfMtUnotu.   By  Dr.  D.  Wil- 

r.iAMs,  of  Liverpool. 

The  history  of  this  ca^e  is  wrll  re- 
lated, and  illustrated  by  a  coloured  por- 
trait The  subject  was  a  ooal>nuner, 
about  30  years  of  age.  The  external 
development  of  the  msfirder  continued 
for  about  two  years:  whatchangfcs  took 
place  iutemally  it  is  greatly  to  be  re- 
gretted that  we  cannot  know,  as  the 
friends  of  the  deceased  refused  to  allow 
an  examination  after  death. 

Cuie  of  Hffdrocephalut,    Bj  Db. 
Traill,  late  of  Liverpool. 

Thetreatn^rnt  adopted  in  this  case  ap- 
pears to  have  b(  <  11  u  judicious,  and  toe 
event  so  eneonra^iiig^,  that  we  giro  it  at 
length. 

William  Da  C.  set.  20  month*,  pre- 
\  iously  a  fmo  healthy  Iwy,  becamo  the  pa- 
tient of  my  friend,  the  late  31r.  Reay,  on 
the  34th  of  A  pril ,  1830.  He  then  laboured 
under  a  slij^ht  reraittini,'  febrile  utfurk, 
seemingly  arising  from  the  state  of  his  di- 
gestive organs,  attended  with  some  cough, 
and  oceasionai  fits  of  screaming.  Calomel 
with  jalap,  scammony,  and  antimonial 
powd^.  were  Kacccssivcly  administered, 
with  rufef  to  the  symptoms,  but  still  the 
remittent  fever  continued ;  and  Mr.  Heay 
perceiving  some  tendency  to  Mpiintinir, 
gan  to  dread  that  it  wuuld  tcnninati-  in 
hydroeephalus,  and  I  was  called  in  on  Mav 
l  lth,  when  T  Hunul  the  child  very  hot,  with 
a  rapid  pulses  the  alvine  discharaes  ill 
digested  and  extremely  offendre;  the  ab. 
domen,  though  not  tumid,  felt  d<»ni^bv  or 
inelastic  j  the  tongue  was  fonedi  ihffte 


was  no  marked  impatience  of  light;  the 
pupils  regularly  contracted,  but  ue  cAild 
occasionally  screamed  without  apparent 
cause,  and  the  urine  was  scanty.  He  had 
cut  all  the  ineisom,  the  canine'  teeth,  and 
four  of  the  first  molares;  smart  doses  of 
calonul  and  jalap,  with  a  mixture  con- 
taining 8(|nill,  were  prescribed,  while  the 
bead  was  oraend  to  be  kept  cool  by  an 
CTaporating  lotion.  15th.  Rowels  freely 
moved,  fever  diminished,  stools  improved. 
16th.  At  one  this  morning  I  was  summon, 
ed,  and  found  the  diild  in  a  severe  con- 
VHlsivr  fit.  Gums  immediately  freely  fij. 
vidcd,  over  the  concealed  molares.  Ixec-hcs 
to  the  temples.  Enemata.  The  warm 
bath.    Dose  of  eastor  oil. 

17th.  To-day  decided  symptoms  of 
cerebral  aHection were  present;  Impatienee 
of  light;  freqnent  screaming;  convulsive 
twitches  of  the  limbs.  Leeches  again  ap- 
plied,  and  a  large  blister  between  the 
sboulden,  rMcbing  to  the  nape.  Cold 
enmorating  lotion  t<>  be  kept  cnTistantly 
applied  to  the  head.  Calomel  and  jalap 
in  repeated  does.  IStb.  Blister  loee  welt, 
the  cuticle  was  remoffed»  and  the  raw  sur- 
face dressed  with  unguentum  hydrarg3rri. 
i  9th.  Symptoms  unchanged.  The  action 
of  the  bow^  kept  up  by  small  doses  of 
hydr.  c.  rreta  tlircr  tirnr'?  n  day.  To-day 
there  is  strong  strabismus ;  pupils  much 
dilated,  and  nearly  intemdme  to  light. 
Yesterday  nd  to-«ay  all  the  other  bad 
symptoms  were  increaaed ;  sere«minq:more 
freijuunt;  left  side  seemed  paralytic,  while 
tiie  limbs  on  the  right  side  w  ere  freipicntly 
and  convulsively  asritated.  '20ih.  No  im- 
provement; eont  medicanieuLa.  21st.  Re- 
peat the  blister  as  before,  and  again  drem 
it  with  the  mercurial  ointment  Give  a 
do«:e  of  castor-oil,  to  purije  the  Iwwels. 
2iid.  Bowels  active ;  uuiit  the  hydrarg  c. 
eieta;  if  necessary,  give  an  enema.  In  the 
evening  ca-stor  oil.  Pulse,  which  had  t>oen 
rapid  genenUlv,  now  between  70  and  t^. 
Omit  the  oo!d  applications  to  the  head. 
23d.  No  improvement;  urine  nearly  sup- 
pressed;  eyes  f(intc  insensible  to  external 
objects,  hnt  he  can  allow  easily ;  odomel 
and  jalap  purge;  enemata;  nitrs  whey, 
^th.  Moaninc^  and  screaming  very  dis. 
tressing;  urine  veiy  scanty;  one  side  quite 
paralytic,  the  other  eoostantly  agitated  by 
eonvillsive  twitches.  Repeat  the  !>]iHter, 
and  dress  it  as  l>efore.  Bowels  rather  cos- 
tive. Castor  oil  and  enemata.  Omit  the 
purgative  powders.  2dth.  The  child  be- 
gins  to  be  under  the  mercurial  influence ; 
blistered  surface  ^ghly  inflamed;  simple 
eerate  substituted  for  the  meveurial  oint. 
ment ;  enemata  as  before ;  convulsive  mo- 
tions less  violent,  t^th.  Less  convulsion. 
Cont.  omnia  ut  hen.  27th.  Urine  eonsi- 
derably  increased.  Coot  28th.  Some  nn- 
doubtM  signs  of  improrement;  urine  pMk. 
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•dftedjr;  twitdiiiiff  of  Unbs and  mun. 

ing  less  vir>lt.nf  ;  one  of  his  front  teeth 
loose  ;  guius  swyUed  j  bowels  freely  open  j 
some  griping.   Omit  the  castor  oil.  A  few- 
drops  of  tinct.  camph.  comp.  to  be  occa- 
sionally given.    29tb,aoth,31st.  Improve- 
ment progressive,  but  sldw;  twitching  and 
scrt^ing  much  lesa  frequent;  nape  of 
neck  much   inflamtfl,   ni\f]  fli-rhari^iiiR- 
fleely  J  bowels  open  j  some  griping  j  urine 
copious ;  Uie  paregoric  nppean  to  soothe 
nim;  anodyne  at   bcd  inm..    Juno  1st 
Favourable  s^pioms  continue,  but  ihv 
•yes  appear  latensiUe  to  light,  and  xht 
strabi.«(mu5  continues;  pulse  below  70 
rather  irregular.   Conceiving  that  the  in- 
flaniiaatonr  stage  had  subsided,  but  that 
the  ventricles  were  still  loaded,  diuietics 
were  continncd,  and  a  mmjiU  blister  was 
applied  to  the  vertex,  over  tiie  lontancUe, 
in  the  hope  of  promoting  absorption.  The 
bowels  open,  but  much  li.t,  ridcd  wiiJi 
£alus,  for  which  a  foetid  enema  was  given 
With  relief.  3d.  Seems  reliered;  an  opiate 
was  given  to-day,  which  allayed  the  con. 
vulsive  motions  of  the  limbs.   3d.  Rcpe- 
taatnr  enema  fbstidum,  et  haustus  auody. 
niis^  h.  8.   4th.  Strabiamns  mncb  dind. 
mahedi  urine  in  large  quantity.  Cont. 
««iMa.   5th.  Blister  on  vertex  repeated. 
Bowels  bound.   Castor  oii  6th.  Evident 
improTcment  in  every  respect.    He  nf>w 
can  distinguish    external  objects.  The 
wose  fW»nt  tooth  was  remoyed  by  the 
fingers  from  the  lower  jaw,  without* pain 
to  the  child:  its  root  was  long,  white,  nnd 
hoUow.    6th.  Eyes  and  limbs  gradually 
rccoveringj    urine  very  copious.     1 1th. 
Child  so  far  recovered  that  1  discontinued 
my  evening  yisits.    An  astringent  lotion 
was  prescribed  for  the  mouth;  the  bowels 
being  slugjrish,  a  d,>  t  of  eastor  oil  was  re- 
commended every  second  day.    After  the 
I8th  I  only  aawhim  twiee  profesrionally : 
'^!r  Hvnv  reased  to  attend  him  onUiellth 
July,  und  he  was  soon  in  vigorous  health. 
The  boy  remains  qaite  well,  and  ha^  uo 
mart  of  bavintr  .sufJVred  from  disease,  ex- 
cept the  loss  of  the  two  front  teeth  of  the 
lower  jaw;  the  second  having  been  shed 
in  thi  ,  ,ul  of  1830.    His  counienaiice  Is 
naturaUy  pale,  but  he  has  a  healtliv  look ; 
Bis  limbs  are  strong  and  muscular;  his 
habits  aotire  and  lirdy ;  hit  Intellect  very 
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Johannit  Caii  Brilamu  de  Ephemera 
BrUttnnim  LUer.  Recudi  curavit 
J.  F.  (  III  cKER,  Med.Fh>f.  in  Unir. 
Uerolinensi. 

Tim  is  a  yerv  neat  little  reprint  of 

the  Ephemera^   and  does  o-rcat  credit 
to  the  editorial  zeal  and  abUitj  of  Dr 
Hecker.    It  is  taken  ftom  the  edition 
of  1721,  the  latest  jmbltehed  tn  this 
country,  and  which  has  become  r  \frrine- 
I  v  scarce.    In  his  researches  on  the  pes- 
filcnces  of  Europe,  the  autlior  of  the 
iilack  Death  became  acquainted  with 
tlie  account  of  the  Sweatin^r. sickness 
(EuhemeraJ  given  by  our  count rvman, 
and  findin^it  not  voluminous,  and  at  the 
same  time  worthy  of  being*  better  known, 
broug-ht  it  out  in  if   |    sent  convenient 
form.    He  has  been  eui^^aned,  it  appeaia, 
for  some  time,  in  uritin^^  a  history  of 
the  Sweatiii|f.8ickiiess,  and  he  intimates 
that  he  hr,-  I  procured,  in  the  course  of 
his  uiquines,  nmterials  far  more  valuable 
than  those  of  Caius.    The  latter  de- 
.scril)es  the  pestilence  of  1551 ;  but  Dr. 
He(  ker  inr.ntis  ,r.  tliat  he  has  lighted 
on  a  German  writer,  Schiller,  wlio  <n\  r  s 
*J*P''  account  of  the  visitation  w  ijich 
afflicted  this  country  in  1589.  Mean- 
Jnne,  till  the  promised  history  is  pub. 
iLihed,  Dr.  ir.  requests  the  reader  to 
suspend  his  judgment  respecting  the 
En-Ii-.Ii  Sweat 

Dr.  Bal.inn^ton,  in  the  appendix  to 
his  translation  of  the   Black  Deatl, 
gives  a  specimen  oi  Caiiu's  Boke  or 
Conseill  agaitai  the  Diseate  commonly 
called  the  Sweat  or  Siceatinff.sickneu, 
12mo.  Lnnd.  I  V,-?     Th.^  xvork  brfore 
us  is  the  Latin  vcii,u>n  ol  the  said  Boke 
published  by  the  author  himself  a  few 
years  later.    \Vc  need  not  go  into  an 
anal  VMS  of  its  contents,  j>artlv  not  to 
anticipate  the  promised  details  of  Dr 
Hecker,  hut  more  particularly  as  the 
curuHis  reader  will  find  it  already  amply 
done  by  Dr.  \ikin,  in  his  Biomphual 
Memoirs  of  Medicine. 


There  are  a  numlier  of  other  valuable 
papers  in  Che  Tohime,  which  we  shall 
probably  take  a  future  oppottiroitj  of 
nofieiTi^:^  W'c  will  now  only  stnv  to 
add,  that  there  arc  here  also  sonie'mc- 
dico-sutiatical  reports,  oontributod  by 
Mr.  jMiddlemore,  Jtfr.  Fsnons,  and  Dr. 
iStreeten,  w1n%  h  in  our  eyes  greatly  en- 
hance the  merit  of  the  publication. 


M.  VFLPEAl's   N]\\  WOaR* 

Embrifologie,  ou  OvoluyiehutHfilnf^rnn^ 
ttnmntFHistoire  descriptive  ct  u-ouo. 
ffraphique  de  P€E^f  jltMiam.  Tar 

A.  L.  M.  Vriprvir,  Chirurgien  de 
IHopital  de  la  Pitie,  \-c.  Ve.  Fol. 

S5r^*"^lSa*^^  tie   quiuzc  planches. 

In  this  splendid  work,  which  is  ju^t  pub. 
iisbed,  ure  find  a  fiiJl  historii^  account 
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of  the  rarioiit  opinions  wbicli  hmwe  been 
rauntained  at  difTerent  times  hy  anato- 
mists respecting"  the  structure,  devclop- 
meni,  and  coDiiexious  of  the  human 
placenta.  Aranrius,  Hobolcen,  War* 
thoii,  Ruysch,  Malpighi,  tlie  Hunters, 
Wrisberj^,  Reuss,  Loostein,  Meckel,  and 
man}'  others,  have  made  numerous 
efforts  to  discover  the  nature  and  stmc- 
tore  of  thi^or^n.  In  this  respect,  ob- 
serves M.  Vcljx'.ni,  "vvc  mi^^lit  liavo  liojK  tl 
that  sciciu  c  had  nothing  further  to  de- 
sire ;  but  in  perusing  the  moat  esteemed 
writers  on  the  subject,  we  are  boob  un- 
deceived  hy  discovering"  that  at  least 
twenty  different  opiiiinns  still  have  their 
antag'ouists  and  their  dcfcudcni. 

M.  Velpean,  who  has  devoted  for 
many  years  much  attention  to  this  and 
all  otlier  subjects  connected  with  emhr^-- 
<*l<^Sry«  strongly  supports  the  opinion 
that  there  is  no  connexion  by  great 
blood.vessels  between  the  uterus  and 
-  placenta,  and  that  there  are  no  cells  in 
Its  strnctitrr*.  He  is  also  of  opinion  that 
lymphatics  do  not  exist  in  the  placenta, 
as  mfSeasor  Lauth  has  described. 

AAer  alluding"  to  the  experiments  of 
tlie  Hunif-r-,  Dubois,  Chaussier,  De- 
neau,  VViiiianis,  $ic.  in  which  the  injec- 
tions sometimes  passed,  not  onlj  into 
the  substance  of  the  placenta,  but  into 
the  blood-vessels  of  tne  ffrttis,  M.  Vel- 
peau  observes, "  But  it  appeare  to  me  that 
a  false  estimate  has  been  formed  of  the 
importance  of  such  experiments,  for  they 
nre  nnt  n|)|»HeaMe  to  the  li\  Jiiy-  siibjert. 
The  passage  of  an  extraner)ii>  fluid, 
when  forcibly  pushed  forward  into  ves- 
sels, does  not  unquestionably  prove  that 
during  life  the  course  of  tlie  blood  is  the 
same.    When  ^vc  throu  a  fine  injection 
into  the  arteries  of  the  abdomen,  the 
matter  is  quick] j  extravasated  on  the  in- 
ternal suriace  of  the  intestines.  Intro- 
Hnrt  d  by  the  vena  portir,  it  n  tums,  not 
<*niy  by  the  veins  and  hepatic  artery, 
but  further,  by  the  excretory  canals  of 
the  bile.    Thrown  into  the  renal  artery, 
it  pn«jscs  quickly  into  the  emulgent  v^in, 
and  also  into  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney 
and  ureter.    Nevertheless,  we  do  not 
conclude  that  during  life  the  blood  con- 
tinually transudes  into  the  alimentary 
canal,  tliat  it  imstes  from  the  vessels  of 
the  liver  into  the  hepatic  ducts,  or  from 
the  kidney  into  its  excretorv  )>assage. 
Oil,  glue,  mercury,  emplovetf  by  Chaus.^ 
sicr,  Williams,  Sec.  are  substances  of  too 
subtle  and  penetrating  a  nature  uut  to 


go  wherever  we  desire  them,  but  their 

passage  will  never  sufBcc  to  resolve  the 
difficult  pmbleni  of  the  connexion  be- 
tween the  mother  and  child.** 

Besides,  says  M.  Velpean,  what  ne- 
cessity is  there  for  injections  in  sneb 
an  inquiry,  where  the  naked  eve  can  see 
all  the  objects,  where  the  f^en^tt-s  are 
sufficient  to  prove  at  the  first  inspection, 
not  only  that  there  is  not,  but  that  there 
cannot  exist  a  vascular  continuity  be- 
tween the  uterus  and  jdaeeuta  ?  M.  Vel- 
peau  declares  that  injections  are  only 
calculated  to  lead  to  confusion  and  error. 

It  is  obvious,  we  think,  from  this  short 
account  of  tlie  opinions  of  this  disiin- 
guiiihed  author,  tiiat  the  quevHtion  oi'  the 
nature  of  the  eonnexioii  between  the 
mother  and  child  is  not  likely  soon  to  be 
set  at  rest  either  in  this  muntri'  or  on 
tlie  continent.  About  a  luonth  agu,  be. 
ibre  the  prt^paration  at  the  Colleg-o  of 
Surgeon^^  ■<  examined  by  Mes^i  -  an- 
ley  and  Mayo,  we  understand  that 
Dr.  Robert  Lee,  in  (»rder  as  far  as 
possible  to  obviate  every  faliuey,  exa- 
mined a  ifravid  uterus  in  the  eightk 
month,  in  which  he  had  previously  coa. 
gulatcd  the  maternal  blool.  He  iia"* 
able  to  satisfy  himself  and  Mr.  Law- 
rence, who  was  present  at  the  exa- 
mination,  that  coagula  of  the  matemat 
blood  exterulrd  from  some  of  the  op<»n- 
iugs  in  tlie  lining  membrane  of  the  ute- 
rus into  canals  formed  by  the  deciduous 
membrane  on  the  margin  of  the  pla- 
centa. These  resscls  or  channels  in  the 
decidua  could  he  traeed  only  a  ^hort  dis- 
tance along  the  luargiu  of  the  placenta, 
and  betw  een  the  lob^. 

As  Dr.  I^e,  we  believe,  is  still  en- 
gag-ed  in  investigating  the  subject,  \%  c 
feel  convinced,  from  his  known  love 
of  science,  and  from  the  candour  of 
his  disposition,  that  as  soon  as  he 
■iirlvcfl  at  any  satisfaetorv  restdfs^ 
he  Will  g^ive  them  to  the  public,  whether 
they  should  be  consonant  or  not  with 
the  opinions  he  has  nroniulgated  in  hia 
paper  in  the  PhiloNopliieal  JVansaetions. 

The  work  of  M.  Velpeau  disulayti 
gfreat  learning  and  research,  and  de- 
serve s  an  attentive  examination:  we 
shall  take  another  o])portunityof  giving 
it  a  more  extended  notice. 
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MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

Saturday^  June  29,  1803. 

*■  Licet  omoiblM,  licet  etlam  mibl,  dlgnltaten 
AHU  MtMem  t«crtt  potcatat  modo  reniendi  ia 
IMMican  tl^  (UmwH  pcrlcalBB  bob  recuao." 

THE  MrPK'Ar  CORPORATIONS 
Asu  my.  AI'oniJX'AIUES'  BILL. 

That  is  doue  at  last  which  ought  to 
havr  l)(Mi  dune  at  first — the  Bill  is  re- 
I'emd  to  a  solrt  t  eonimitlee.  The  pro- 
posed Act,  with  the  several  amcmhiicnts 
to  which  wo  ailvtrtpd  last  Meek,  h:i^ 
been  printed,  and  now  lies  before  us; 
bnl,  as  we  tben  predicted,  the  Scotch 
arc  diwatiafied  with  it;  and  we  believe 
that,  partlj  owing  to  tius  circumstance 
axid  partly  in  oonsequence  of  a  remon. 
atrance  from  Dublin,  the  right  honour* 
able  Uttder-Secretaiy  Ibr  the  Home  De- 
partment  became  completely  bothered^ 
af)d  resolTed  to  get  rid  of  the  matter  in 
the  way  aborc  mentioned.  When  the 
Tc]wn  \s  ]>r«  s^^^iitpd,  wc  shall  know  more 
about  It ;  hut  to  us  it  is  very  doubtful 
whether  any  thing  will  now  be  done  this 
ftession :  meantime,  we  have  a  remark 
tur  two  to  make  with  regard  to  thr  ]iart 
taken  by  the  two  otlicr  corporate  IkmIh  s 
on  Ibis  occasion— namely,  the  College 
of  Phyneiana  and  the  College  of  Sur- 
geons ;  towards  both  of  whom,  by  the 
way,  Unguage  ftr  from  laudatory  was 
made  use  of  in  the  House,  and  marvel* 
lously  well  receiTcd  by  the  honourable 
membeTs  present.  Pretty  strong  proo6 
these  of  the  temper  of  the  times* ! 

The  former  learned  body,  with  that 
di^-nifietl  indifference  and  aristocratic 
apathy  which  nnifinally  led  them  to 
suffer  the  Hciiisin-  of  pracf ilioners  in 
physic  Ui  pass  into  (tthn  Ijaiais,  tL  n^lit 
It  most  expedient  on  this  occasion  to  do 
notbing; — Uie  fittest  course,  perliaps, 
foracorporalton  which,  from  the  highest 
place  in  influence  and  utility,  has,  by 
its  own  supineacss  and  narrow  policy, 
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hunk  so  low,  that  while  it  retains  tlie 
empty  honour  of  ius  rank,  it  has  virtually 
become  a  mere  cypher  in  the  medi- 
cal republic.    But  we  forget;  their 
interests  woe  not  compromised  by 
this  bill:  one  honourable  member, 
more  friendly  and  considerate  than 
the  rest,  insisted  upon   it  that  a 
clause  should  be  introduced,  entitling^ 
the  Fellows  of  tlie  College  to  practise 
as  apothecaries,  and  even  to  claim  an 
examination  at    Blackfriars,    on  the 
streng  th  of  their  n-^idenec  at  Oxford  or 
Cambridge,  witJioiit  h  iving  8er\'ed  an 
ipprcuticeship  !    Whether  the  honour- 
able gentleman  made  this  proposal  in 
pure  simplicity  or  in  irony,  we  have  been 
unable  to  ascertain,  but  in  neither  cane 
probably  will  the  ColU-  t  thank  him  for 
his  exertions  in  their  behalf. 

Turn  we  now  to  the  College  of  Sur> 
geons.  Did  they,  too,  refuse  to  giro 
any  opinion,  and  to  take  any  part?  No, 
— they  know  better  what  they  are  about. 
They  saw  that  somethino:  was  to  be 
gained  ;  they  exerted  themselves,  they 
conferred— with  eaeh  other — with  the 
apothecaries— with  active  memhcrs  of 
parliament— they  had  deputy  in  the 
House  during  the  dismssion,  and  so  far 
as  the  arrangements  had  «,'-one,  they  had 
gained  their  object.  Their  diploma,  as 
the  Bill  is  now  framed,  stands  in  place  of 
an  apprenticeship,  which  it  ought  to 
do;  and  in  place  of  attendance  on  the 
practice  of  pbyaic— wAteA  1*  ougki  not 
to  tfo.  The  wonh  are 

**  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that 
every  person  who  has  obtained  or  who 
shall  hereafter  obtain  the  diploma  of 
either  of  the  Koyal  Colleges  of  London 
Dublin,  and  Edinburgh,  or  of  the  Fa- 
culty of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of 
Glasgow,  shall,  i!]>f,n  the  production  of 
such  diploma,  and  a  certiiicate  of  having 
attended  for  at  least  twelve  months  at 
the  laboratory  of  a  surgeon  or  apotbe* 
cary,  or  of  a  public  hospital  or  dispen- 
sary, be  admitted  to  examination  by  the 
Examiners  appointed  by  the  Master, 
Wardens,  and  Society  of  Apothecaries 
of  Ltmd..!).  for  the  certificate  of  his  qua- 
liticatiou  to  practise  as  au  apothecary." 
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Now  thift  distuctlj  places  the  regula- 
tion of  the  education  of  the  general  prac- 
titioner in  the  hands  of  the  College  of 

Surgeons,  with  the  single  condition  that 
their  diplomatist  shall  also  have  attended 
in  a  laboratory  for  twelve  months.  It 
is  undeistood,  indeed,  that  the  College 
of  Surgeons  have  agreed  to  reqiiire  at- 
tendance during  a  certain  period  on  the 
practice  of  medicine,  as  well  as  surgery ; 
but  it  is  not  in  the  bond ;  and  there  can 
he  no  reason  for  inserting  ilie  attendance 
ou  ])harui:iey,  and  funitting  tlie  attend- 
ance on  practice,  except  to  lea^  e  it  in 
tlie  power  of  the  surgeons  to  require  as 
much  or  as  little  physic,  or  none  at  all, 
as  may  suit  the  ideas  of  the  Council  for 
the  time  being.   Against  this  we  must 
enter  our  protest   The  point  in  question 
is  not  less  important  than  a  knowledge  of 
phannacy,  and  if  this  was  deemed  fit  to 
be  inserted  in  the  Bill,  so  ought  the 
other.    Many  of  the  Council  are  en- 
li^^tened  men,  and  we  doubt  not  would, 
as  a  matter  of  conscience,  require  that 
of  their  diplomatists  which  they  are  not 
bound  to  do  by  the  letter  of  the  Bill ; 
but  we  also  know  that  there  are  others 
among  them  of  a  different  stamp — con- 
fident, conccit^nl  gentlemen,  who  know 
not  enough  of  ]>liysie  to  he  aware  of 
their  own  ignorance.    Be^ifles,  there  is 
withal  an  e.tprit  de  corps  u  liieh  natu- 
rally. \v<-  mi^^ht  hAy  necesJiarily,  biases 
tlieiii  ill  lavour  of  surgery;  ami  ilie  re- 
sult will  be,  if  the  Bill  pass  without  a 
specification  as  to  the  medical  part  of 
the  pupiPs  education,  that  our  general 
praetitionen  will  be  good  surgeons  and 
bad  physicians.  Now  herein  is  apparent 
the  injury  to  die  profession  geneiaUj 
from  the  supineness  of  the  College  of 
Physicians,  which  leads  to  others  being 
snfiered  to  regulate  what  properly  be- 
longs to  them   Had  they  used  the  influ- 
ence which  they  still  possess — had  they 
co-operated  with  the  Apothecaries  in 
representing  in  the  proper  quarter  that 
general  practitioners  attend  nineteen 


medical  for  one  surgical  case,  it  eer- 
tiinly  would  not  have  been  left  optional 
with  the  gentlemen  in  Lincoln's  Inn 

Fields  to  prescribe  for  the  education  of 
those  who  ate  to  be  the  physicians  of  all 
but  the  most  wealthy  clssses and  as  a 
matter  of  course  to  require  of  them  the 
greatest  possible  proportion  of  surgery, 
and  the  least  possible  proportion  of 
mediciiu'.  It  is  said,  we  know  not 
how  truly,  that  the  Apotheearies  have 
agreed  that  the  attendance  on  surffual 
praetiee  -^Inmld  so  far  stand  in  lici!  of 
Dudiral  prat. lice  as  to  have  this  diiai- 
uished  to  one  half  of  wliat  they  't  pre- 
seut  require.  If  tbii>  be  so,  it  is  a  a 
abandonment  of  their  duty,  and  a  tacit 
acknowledgment  that  thcty  have  here- 
tofore required  too  much. 

The  Apothecaries,  again,  we  are  told, 
assert  that  they  do  not  so  undetstand 
the  airangement,  and  assume  that  the 
CoUegeof  Surgeons  are  to  append  to  their 

regulations^'*  that  the  candidate  shall 
haye  studied  the  practice  of  phypc  aA 
the  bedside  of  the  patient,  where  alona 
it  can  be  learnt,  for  the  same  period  as 
heretofore  enjoined  at  Blackfriars.  But 
there  ought  to  be  no  understanding 
about  tlie  matter,  else  assuredly  shall 
we  ha>e  wijAundf^rstanding.  What- 
ever is  to  be,  ought  to  be  placed  be- 
yond the  j)ossibility  of  future  ca- 
vil. The  practice  uf  pharmacy  is  in- 
serted in  the  Bill,  bccattsc  it  is  ad- 
mitted to  be  necessary  ;  ami  tiie  medical 
practice  can  only  be  lefl  out  because  it 
is  not  admitted  to  be  so.  The  Apothe- 
caries ought  to  insist  on  having  it  in  tlie 
Bill»  or  to  throw  up  their  charge,  for 
without  it  their  power  over  medical  edo- 
cation  is  annihilated;  and  a  general 
practitioner  will  then  be  s  M  JLC*8. 
-h  a  certificate  of  a  year'H  attendance  in 
a  laboratory. 

Again,  the  Society  of  Apothecariea 
require  two  courses  of  lectures  on  mate- 
ria mediea;  the  College  of  Surgeons 
only  one.  Are  the  former  to  give  up 
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oue  of  their  courses,  €t  (he  Utter  to  add 
another?  The  power  of  determiniiig 
the  point  rests  excloshrelj  with  the  Col- 
lege of  Sttrgeone,  who  maj  strike  lee- 
tofes  on  msteria  medica,  and  the  prao- 
ttee  of  physae  too,  out  of  the  Kst  alto- 
gether;  and  yet,  poesested  of  their 
diploma,  the  ApoUiecarics  dare  not  re- 
iiiae  to  examine  the  parties.  It  would 
br  a  mere  absurdity  for  the  Society  of 
Apothecaries  to  issue  nriy  rogiilattona 
for  the  education  of  ihoir  licentiates; 
they  miiM  content  to  follow  the  cur- 
riculinn  of  the  Surjr  o?is.  and  to  make 
their  ou  n  sub*enrieut  to  it ;  for  it  is  not 
to  be  snj)j)()se(l  tliat  any  aspirants  will 
lako  a  eirctiitous  mute  to  Blackfriars, 
V  h-  11  adir.  r(  aiitl  sliorLcrcfJurso isopen to 
diLiii  tlinui^ii  Liiiculn's-innl'  ii  lils.  Tous, 
therefore,  it  appears,  cither  that  the  edu- 
cation which  shall  qualify  for  examlua- 
tion  at  the  College  of  Surgeons  ong'ht  to 
he  8peei6ed,  or  that  it  onght  to  he  left  to 
the  Society  of  Apothecaries  to  require 
certain  hranches  in  addition,  should  the 
diplomatist  not  previously  have  attended 
them ;  and  for  this,  it  behoves  the  Apo* 
thecaries  to  make  a  Stand. 

We  do  not  blame  the  College  of  Sur* 
geons farther  thauthat  theyhavebe(  ii  too 
grasping.  What  they  have  done  is  in  the 
nntttml  spirit  which  actuates  all  coipo- 
r.itions — to  increase  their  own  power; 
and  «c  allow,  that  their  declining  to 
demand  what  the  Kdiubiirg-h  Collcf^-e  so 
modestly  required,  ha;<  ])rohahly  hren 
the  Mioaiis  (if  tifaininir  for  the  A])otiieea- 
rics  such  terms  as  they  are  likely  to  ob- 
tain,  so  strong  at  first  was  both  tlie  pre- 
judice against  them,  and  the  ignorance 
of  the  merits  of  the  question,  among  tlie 
memben  of  the  government.  The  Col- 
lege of  Surgeons  have  shewn  great 
activity,  and  a  quick  perception  of  their 
own  interests  on  this  occasion.  Indeed, 
had  they  been  hnt  half  as  zealous  in 
carrying  into  efleet  their  long  talked  of 
improvements,  they  would  have  had 


nothing  to  fear  from  any  parliamentaiy 
in  vestigation.  For  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians we  cannot  say  so  much :  in  fiicf  , 
they  have  displayed  just  the  reverse  of 
an  these  qualities;  and  aa  they  formerly 
declined  to  interfere  with  regard  to  the 
Apothecaries,  it  only  now  remains  tliat 
they  should  pursue  their  negative  policy 
a  little  longer,  till  the  power  of  ordain- 
ing physicians  be  placed  in  other  hands ; 
and  thus  reap  the  full  itenefit  ol^non- 
intervention. 

PIRACIES  OF  THE  LANCET. 

We  have  to  notice  one  of  those  instanees 
of  knavery  so  disgraceful  to  liter  ifitre,  by 
whieh  editors,  who  are  at  once  dishonest 
and  distressed,  occasionally  contrive  to 
appropriate  to  themselves  the  property 
of  others.  We  allude  to  the  Lancet^ 
which,  111  ilie  dearth  of  correspondents 
of  itii  own,  ha>  ul  late  adopted  the  ex- 
pedient of  filling-  its  pages  by  copying 
from  its  nci|^iibuurs.  Of  six  hoiiowed 
papers,  which  the  last  number  alone 
<M»ntains,  the  sources  whence  they  are 
taken  are  acknowledged  with  respect 
to  all,  save  one ;  namely,  that  of  Messn. 
Stanley  and  Mayo,  published  by  ns; 
while  the  same  jounial  of  the  week 
before  contained  Dr.  H.  Ley^s  essay 
on  the  Placenta,  also  copied  veriiatim 
from  the  Medical  Gazette,  typoffrO' 
phical  errors  includtd*  Now  when  the 
systematic  and  rancorous  hostility  of  the 
Lancet  toward*^  this  jnuma!  i«  consider- 
ed, it  cannot  bin  ii<  rri,»-;mled  as  an  ex- 
traordinary tribute  to  lh<  ^n]M-rinrity  (d" 
our  materials,  that  it  should  thus  have 
recourse  to  them  for  assistance  in  its 
own  necessities.  But  when  we  add  that 
our  articles  are  taken  without  any  re- 
ftrence  to  this  journal,  and  with  the 
deliberate  falsehood  appended  that  they 
have  never  before  been  published,  it  con- 
stitutes an  example  of  such  a  total  want 
of  all  honourable  feeling— Qf  to  much 
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meauuess,  combined  ^vith  so  uiacli  Uis- 
honestv,  as  no  otlier  periodical  prol'ess- 
iug  to  be  devoted  to  science,  lias  ever 
displayed.    We  nrc  of  course  aware  that 
the  pur}>o»cd  defence  of  this  piece  of  li- 
terary swindling^  is,  that  wbat  ap|>eais 
in  this  journal  is  not  publithed^—'tk  ipe- 
-ciineii  of  chiciDery,  whicby  wben  first 
adopted,  we  disre^uiled,  as  in  kecpiiif^ 
«riih  the  known  propensities  of  our  con- 
temporary, and  bj  which,  therefore,  we 
could  sustain  no  injmy;  but  when  we 
find  the  principle  acted  upon  as  a  pre- 
text for  delibeiate  piracy,  we  fed  c^ed 
upon,  in  justice  to  ourselves,  to  denounce 
it.   Having  done  this,  we  take  leave  of 
the  subject  for  the  present ;  meantime,  it 
must  be  gratifying  to  the  Editor  of  the 
Lancet  to  reflect,  tliat  he  has  thus  brought 
upon  Lnnself  an  exposure  of  the  poverty 
and  trickery  of  bis  paper,  which  will 
be  more  extensively  circulated  among 
the  members  of  the  medical  profession, 
thau  iiiii  edition  of  the  pirated  essays. 


HARTEIAN  ORATION. 

The  anniversary  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  the  great  Han  ey,  or,  as  it  is  usually 
«o  ordered,  the  conunemoration  of  the 
ibundevs  and  benefactors  of  the  College, 
and  yearly  tloye  on  distinguished  pro* 
fessional  characters  deceased,  was  deli- 
Tcred  on  Tuesday  last  by  Dr.  Pins. 
There  are  so  many  associations  eonnect- 
.ed  with  the  ddirery  of  a  Latin  oration 
from  a  rostrum — the  orator  clothed  in 
his  doctoral  scaiiet  robe,  and  listened  to 
by  a  grave  assembly  in  a  splendid  and 
spacious  apartment — that  to  say  the  ef- 
fect was  imposing-,  would  •jo  but  a  short 
way  in  desrrihiii:^  tin;  feelings  w  lneh, 
we  are  sure,  are  generally  excited  on 
such  an  occasion.  But  however  brief 
our  notice  of  such  points  may  be,  we 
must  do  Ur.  Paris  the  justiee  to  declare, 
that  independently  t.f  all  such  external 


attraction,  Ids  address  was  a  very  admi- 
rable one,  ^^  helher  w  e  regard  the  well 
arranged  and  interesting  matter  of  which 
it  was  composed,  the  classical  comet- 
ncss  and  elegance  of  the  language,  or 
the  dignified  and  appropriate  manner  in 
which  it  was  pronounced.  The  paralM 
between  the  illustrious  Drs.  Wollastoa 
and  Young  was  forcibly  drawn;  and 
the  valedictory  panegyric  on  the  late 
lamented  Dr.  Babington,  was  as  just  in 
sentiment,  and  as  chastely  conceived, 
as  it  was  ^lingly  e\pi  essed.  An  invo- 
luntary murmur  of  applause  followed 
this  part  of  the  oration. 


COLLEfiE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 
JilontUffJiineai. 

This  w  as  the  last  of  the  evcningmeetiugs 
for  the  season.  In  the  absence  of  Sir  Henry 
Halford — an  absence,  we  regret  to  learn, 
occasioned  by  a  domestic  calamity^tbe 
chair  was  taken  by  Dr.  Mat  on.  The 
attendance  of  members  of  the  pn>fession 
was  lar^j-e,  and  we  observed  not  a  few 
distinguTsbcd  visitors  present.  The  pa^ 
per  read  was  entitled, 

Obit r cations  on  the  pretent  tUtte  of 

Toxicology^  with  especial  reference  f 
a  New  aitd  Simple  Mi  t hod  of  Deter t - 
ing  Metallic  Poisons.  By  John 
Clendinninu,  A.m.  M.D.  9te.hc. 

The  author  (who,  by  tiie  way,  read 
his  own  paper  from  the  rostrum)  com- 
menced by  ackno%vledgini;  himself  in- 
debted to  the  President  for  his  encou- 
ragement and  example  in  taking  up 
the  subject  of  poisons  to  lay  before 
the  meetinsr.  But  his  (Dr.  Gjt*)  oh- 
ject  specially  was  to  recommeiHl  to 
the  m»tice  of  his  professional  brethren 
an  eaay  method  of  detecting  metallie 
poisons  through  the  agency  of  Vokaic 
electricity.  He  had  b<  en  enn;-aged 
some  time  in  the  examination  ol  this 
method,  and  had  obtained  resulte  which 
he  humbly  presumed  were  deserving  the 
attention  of  the  public. 

Pr  rh  lulinning  then  begi^ed  to  re- 
mind his  auditors  of  the  principal  modes 
of  testing  metallic  p(nsons  which  were 
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in  use  nt  the  present  day,  in  order  tu 
contrast  with  them  the  simplicity  and 
facility  of  the  electro -chemical  method 
With  reoffini  to  arsenic,  the  progress 
made  of  late  years  iu  improving^  the 
method  of  reduction  has  been  very  re- 
inarkable.  In  the  ^ear  1786,  when 
HahneTiiann*>i  work,  Leber  die  Arsenik- 
veryi/tuui/j  appeared,  not  lc!i&  than  eight 
or  ten  grains  of  the  oxide  were  reqnired 
for  S  successful  experiment ;  but  Black, 
Bcrrelius,  Christison,  and  Orfila,  have 
so  perfected  Hahnemaun's,  or  rather 
Pyrs,  method  (that  of  deoxidatin;^  by 
heat  ap]died  to  a  retort),  that,  at  the  end 
4)f  fifty  Vf' firs  from  its  first  trial,  it  lias 
been  rendered  adequate  to  detect  ^j^,  or 
of  the  minimmn  quantity  refjuired 
for  its  application  at  the  commencement 
of  that  period. 

Yet  it  is  to  be  regretted  tliat  thih  method, 
in  order  to  be  saceessfiiUypractiaedf  often 
veqnires  an  amount  of  skiu  and  address, 
and  nn  apparatus  of  instnimcnts  and 
tests,  which  arc  not  to  he  found  iu  the 
possession  of  most  persons  who  may  he 
ealled  upon  to  employ  it.  Dr.  C.  proved 
this  fri)iu  the  M  ritin<rs  of  Christison  and 
Ortila,  and  esjicciaily  referred  to  the  case 
of  the  latter,  an  abstract  of  which  was  rc- 
centlyeiven  in  this  journal,  under  the  title 
of  Poiaoiiini»-  uiili  Arsenic  in  Bread. 
^  In  this  case,"  said  Dr.  Clendiuning, 
"  the  great  difficult  was  to  separate  a 
minute  portion  of  aiienic  from  a  very 
large  mass  of  extraneous  material :  suc- 
cessive sets  of  *  experts^  failed  to  pro- 
cure any  trace  of  the  poison ;  and  the 
eminent  toxicologist  himself  onl^  sue 
ef  <  H(  (1  after  several  days  of  experiment, 
and  numerous  manipulations  that  re- 
quired consunnnate  sidll  and  dexterity." 

The  author  next  pointed  out  the  va- 
rious sources  of  fiillacv  atf'Mifliii'^'  (be 
method  of  reduction  iu  connuon  use,  and 
in  doing  so  availed  himself  of  Dr. 
Mitchell's  observations  in  a  late  No. 
■of  the  Anieriean  .lounial.  Tie  then 
came  directly  to  the  electro-chemical 
method  which  it  was  his  wish  to  recom- 
mend, as  being  so  "  much  simpler  and 
easier  than  that  just  noticed,  and  there- 
fore more  nearly  on  a  level  with  the 
Average  chemtou  skill  to  be  met  with  in 
mndical  practitioners." 

The  electro-chemical  method  is  found- 
ed on  the  principles  laid  down  bjr  SirU. 
Davy  in  'his  cdebnted  Bakenan  lec- 
ture, delivered  in  1807.  The  best  me- 
thod of  emplojing  it  was  pointed  out 


bv  Mr.  Edmund  Davy,  iu  the  I'hiloso- 
pbical  Transactions  for  1S30;  and  it  is 
oil  Ijaving  verified  the  statements,  and 
extended  the  applieatimi  (if  the  processes 
of  this  «jeiulciuau  to  exueriments  more 
properly  medico-le<;'al,  tbat  Dr.  C.  rests 
his  claim  for  nerniission  to  bring  the 
subject  before  the  public. 

Upon  making  trial  of  Mr.  Davy's 
process,  "  J  was  soon  surfwised/*  said 
Dr.  C,  "  at  the  facility  with  which  I 
was  enabled  to  procure  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  the  presence  of  arsenic,  even  iu 
the  most  complex  mixtures.   The  mode 
of  procedure  which  I  have  found  most 
satisfaetory  is  this : — A  portion  of  the 
arsenicated  substance  is  to  he  mixed 
in  aplatina  crucible  with  a  little  muria- 
tic aeid ;  a  niece  of  zinc  foil  or  wire  is 
then  to  he  nipped  info  tire  mivture,  and 
stirred  ahout  geiiiiy  un  the  bottom  for  oue 
or  more  minutes,  when  theplatina  will  be 
Ibund  covered  more  or  less  extensively 
with  a  em^t  of  metallic  arsenic,  of  a  dark 
grey  colour,  if  perfectly  deoxidated,  but 
UBualljof  various  shades  of  grey,  puqde, 
or  brown,  from  partial  oxidation  appa- 
rently of  the  iitternal  surface.  Tliis 
metallic  crust  rises  readily  over  the 
spirit  lamp,  in  alliaceous  vapours  of  white 
arsenic,  which  can  easily  be  collected 
by  coverinc;-  the  erueihle  with  a  piece  of 
glass.    The  crust  of  oxide  thus  received 
on  the  lower  surface  of  the  glass,  yields, 
though  in  very  minute  quantity,  nne> 
quivoeal  indications  of  its  nature,  on  he- 
iug  moistened  with  the  amniouiatcd 
copper  and  silver  solutions. . ! . 

^The  following  is  a  summary  of  a 
few  recent  experiments  made  according 
to  this  method:  —  1.  I  mixed  a  small 
quantity  of  white  arsenic  with  muriatic 
acid  in  a  platina  capsule,  applied  the 
zinc,  and  after  stirring  it  anon?  fr  r  a 
few  minute,  poured  away  the  acid  fluid. 
I  then  washed  and  wiped  the  capsule, 
and  held  it  covered  with  a  piece  of  glass 
for  a  few  seconds  over  the  ti\nrh  lamp: 
the  arsenic  quickly  rose  in  alliaceous 
white  vapotws,  and  settling  almost 
wholly  on  the  g[lass,  was  immediatelj 
tested  with  the  silver  and  copper  tests. 
The  result  was  the  formation  of  yellow 
and  green  arsenites  of  silver  aud  copper. 
2.  I  mixed  a  few  drops  of  an  aqueous 
solution  of  arscnie  ^vitii  itniiiatir  ai  id  in 
a  capsule,  applied  the  zinc  a.s  before, 
empped  Uie  capsule,  washed  it  with 
muriatie  acid,  and  afterwards  with  water, 
rubbed  and  dried  it,  and  applied  the 
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spirit  flame.  Tlie  sublimate  received 
on  giMM  jiclded  with  the  silver  and  cop- 
per tests  the  ar>c!n'tes,  as  befure.  3.  St  -I, 
I  treated  name  Scheele's  green  TK»t  j)ro- 
viouiljr  separated  from  the  mot}it  i  water, 
and  somo  Fowler's  solution  in  like  man- 
ner, and  obtained  like  results.  6.  I 
boiled  tbrcc  jtpra  ins  of  arsenic  with  balf  a 
pint  or  eight  ounces  of  porter  down  to 
ajriipv  oonaistenee;  I  then  concentrated 
atiH  nrther  a  portion  of  this  by  boilinff 
it  in  a  plutina  <'a])siile  :  this  last  I  treated 
with  muriatic  aeiti  and  ziuC|  as  above, 
and  having  emptied,  washed,  rubbed, 
and  diifid,  as  in  Exp.  2,  sublimed  the 
poison  on  glass:  the  sublimate  readily 
^'ielded  the  arseuites.  6.  I  boiled  three 
g^raina  of  anenic  with  half  a  mnt  or 
eij^touncesof  pea-soap,strained  ttiniiigh 
a  linen  cloth,  and  rv;tjM>rated  to  one- 
fourth.  I  concenlratt  d  hlill  farther  half 
an  ounce  of  the  residuum  in  a  cap^iulc  to 
about  a  drachm.  From  thia  residui^ 
treated  witli  acid  and  zinc,  I  prnetired 
a  cnist  insoluble  by  cold  muriatic  acid, 
and  yielding  overtne  spirit  flame  a  gar- 
lic smell,  white  vapours,  and  a  sublimate* 
from  which  I  obtained  the  arsenites,  us 
above.  7.  I  mixed  about  three  and  a 
hali  j;raias urarscuic  with  eightouucesof 
water,  to  which  I  added  abonteight  ounces 
of  beef,  bread,  grease,  potatoes,  cream 
cheese,  and  a  little  wine  ;  I  boiled  the 
mixture  for  about  half  an  hour,  strained 
it  throuffh  a  linen  cloth,  and  evaporated 
the  residue  to  the  consi^^teneeof  iMHiey: 
a  portion  of  this,  affi  r  h;ivin*j  concen- 
trated it  further  inacapsuk-,  I  treated  with 
cine  and  acid,  and  having  Miblimed  it 
as  ]>elbre,  obtained  the  same  results  as 
in  former  experiments. 

**  In  various  earlier  experimeutii,  of 
which  I  hare  no  written  mennoranda, 
and  in  which  I  operated  on  milk,  mock 
turtle  s<iup,  roflee,  t<'  i,  eontaiiiinrr 
but  one-third  uf  the  pr<i|>urti<>n  of  arsenic 
added  to  the  porter,  pea  soup,  and  other 
mixtures  just  mentioned,  I  obtained 
w  ith  a  little  more  care,  iudiealions  thai  I 
considered  satisfactory.'* 

After  stating  the  foregoing  c.xpcri- 
ment.H,  the  author  proceeded  to  point  out 
the  superior  a<lvantages  of  the  elect m- 
cheniieal  method  in  a  medico-legal 
point  of  view ;  its  simplicity,  expedi- 
tiousnes^,  atnl  universality  of  applica- 
tion, reiidi  1  If.  he  thinks,  nnieli  sujurinr 
to  the  reduction  process  of  Uriila  and 
Christison. 

*'  However  heterogeneous  tlie  miz« 
lure*  on  which  I  operated,  I  hare  alwajs 
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succeeded,  without  any  considerable  de- 
lay or  difficulty,  provided  there  was  not 
a  lar^e  ext  ess  of  Hiiid  or  much  free 
nitra-muriatie  aeid,  and  provided  the 
mutter  operated  on  was  not  very  dense, 
and  at  tlie  same  time  rery  sparingly  int. 
bued  witli  poison.  The  first  difficultr 
is  easily  removed  by  evaporating"  snfn- 
cieutl^';  the  seeoiKi  diflicnlty  is  reuiuvcHl 
bjboilttigdry,  and  gently  torrefying,  by 
yv\x\ch  meana  die  aquaregia  is  expciiea; 
tlie  tliird  is  in  ifeneral  readilv  overcome 
by  dilutin<4'  with  strong  muriatic  acid^ 
and  boiling  for  some  time.  With  diese 
r  \  r  ptions,  I  have  found  no  difficultj  in 
<l  trctinq'  arsenic  in  any  instanro.  whes 
pie!»ent  even  iu  minute  proportion.  .  .  . 

**  With  regard  to  estpeoitiousness,  it 
greatly  surpasses  other  methods:  the 
process  of  ef)nffr?rr:itiiinr  '"^Mporation, 
which  IS  often  ncceiisary,  is  the  only  con- 
siderable source  of  delay ;  but  an  hour  or 
two  is  the  most  that  that  can  possibly 
take.  The  next  step,  that  of  meeb;niir:i| 
purification  by  straining-,  w  hieh,  accord- 
ing to  the  plan  of  Orhla  and  Christison, 
requires  SO  or  40  hours  on  an  averagei, 
re*|uires  aceordin^  to  llie  present  meth(»d 
but  a  few  rnirnites ;  because,  since  the 
presence  o(  org:inic  matters  in  tiie 
strained  liquor  causes  no  additional  de- 
lay or  difficulty  in  the  business  of  re<luc. 
tion,  cxtenial  pressure  mav  be  used  to 
accelerate  the  passage  of  the  liquor 
tfiroiigh  the  filter.  This  expeditbn  I 
confess  I  con.sider  of  no  smiUl  value. 
It  greatly  din>ini-^h»^«  tho  rlianees  of 
falsitication,  and  Uius  lav  ours  the  inno- 
cent, while  it  will  operate  against  the 
liy  diminisliing  in  several  wuja 

the  n>k  of  failiur  uf  |M<»seeiitions." 

The  couclusiuu  ol  the  paper  coutatued 
remarks  on  the  nnirenalit^  of  the  me- 
thod, inasmuch  as  it  is  (so  »r  as  Dr.  C.'s 
ex|yerinn  iils  have  \  »■?  <_r(,rif')  npplierihle  to 
other  metallic  poLsuus  as  well  as  those 
of  arsenic;  and  with  regard  to  delicacy, 
tlie  author  added,  tbsit  he  proeuml  indi- 
rarinns  df  jlio  metal  fntm  a  fjn;infify  *»f 
tJie  oxide  of  arsenic  searecly  appreciable 
by  bis  balance,  though  it  hrrnkg  with 
•n^  grs.  when  loaded  w  ith  400  grs.  On 
tms,  however,  he  was  lined  to  lay  no 
great  stress^  as  lor  praciieal  purpotK^s, 
and  for  satisfying  the  cuds  of  justice, 
such  evtreme  uelicacy  would  hardly  be 
available;  and  the  metlir  )  was  MMUI* 
danliy  satisfactory  without  it. 
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ON  FRACTURE  OF  THE  I.OWER 

KM)  OF  THE  RADIUS, 

Simulating  Dulocatii'tts  of  the  WriU. 

Br  BaKON  DtPUTTBEN. 

Fr»n  the  '*  L«C|NM  Oral*!,**  publb^d  ptiiodi- 
cAilfi  aadtr  the  Baroo't  ln«pcctloD. 

All  authors  who  have  written  on  luxa- 
tiiiDit  of  the  wrist  describe  four  Hpecivfl. 
We  most  go  bock  to  J.  L.  Petit  for  rational 
ideas  rpr^ardiiip  the  prctt-iKk-d  liixafifms  f»f 
this  nature,  and  the  means  to  be  adoptt  <i. 
PoQteau,  in  a  memoir  deroted  especially 
to  tlu'  coiisidiTation  of  fractures  fif  the 
fore  arm  in  consequence  of  falls,  has  these 
remarkable  words : — **  Thete  fractures  are 
mott  fVequently  taken  for  sprains,  for  in- 
com])lefe  luxations,  or  for  a  reparation  of 
tiie  rddiu<<  and  ulna  at  ihdr  junction  near 
the  wrist."  Desault  alludes  to  the  same 
kind  of  mistulv!'  u.<?  of  oeeasional  occur- 
vence.  These  observations  might  have  ex- 
cited donbta  in  the  minds  of  modern  nir* 
gcoTT*,  yet  wc  find  Richerand,  Dover,  Sa- 
muel  Cooper,  iic.  following  the  old  errors, 
■11  of  them  wing  deicribed  fonr  kinds  of 
dislocation  of  the  wrist,  enumemted  the 
symptoms  and  the  methods  of  cure.  It  i"<, 
however,  long  since  I  announced  in  my 
ieetniM  that  Umw  ftnotitMi  were  estraDd j 
common,  and  that  there  was  not  one  satis. 
Jlwrtory  instance  on  record  of  this  pretend- 
ed luxation.  I  alio  aanoonccd  that  I  had 
made  disseetinns,  and  never  f(»und  fH^lnr  n 
tion  to  be  the  result  of  a  tall  on  tht  uaim 
of  the  hand ;  but  that  the  only  onee  i  had 

found  wore  in  Cfin-cqTRiu'e  of  di^i  ase  of 
the  joint,  or  symptomatic  of  other  le»ions. 

In  considering  the  anatomical  facts 
three  principal  articalatiom  merit  our  at- 
tention: the  inferior  radio  oubitnl.  the 
radio-carpal,  and  the  metho  eurpo  nieiu- 
carpal. 

The  inferi(»r  artieulation  i  f  the  radius 
and  ulna  presents  a  movement  of  rotation, 
effected  by  the  mdins  being  Aimished  with 
a  cavity  forminf^  nearly  the  fourth  of  a 
circle,  and  the  extremity  of  the  ulna  pre- 
•enting  a  rounded  surllice  of  aboot  half  a 
circle.  The  movements  of  pronation  and 
supination  ought  thus  to  be  limited  to  a 
quarter  of  a  circle;  but  the  laxncss  of  the 
membranes  allows  it  to  extend  to  about 
two-thirds  of  n  semicircle.  Adding  to  this 
what  is  etl'eeiKi  at  the  elbow  and  shoulder 
jotntSi  the  entire  rotation  of  the  hand 
amounts  to  nearly  three  fourths  of  a  ein  le. 

The  skeleton  of  the  radio  carpal  joint  is 
a  more  lmpf>rtant  object  of  consideration. 
The  lowi  r  end  of  tlir  radius,  flattened  and 
thickened,  forms  nearly  two- thirds  of  it 


Wifli  the  excention  of  some  partial  pro. 

minenees  uhien  limit  the  grooves  for  the 
tendons,  the  epiphysis  of  the  radius  is  si- 
tuated bdiind,  nearly  on  the  same  plane  as 
the  body  of  the  bone,  and  ha.s  no  remarka- 
ble prominence.  Outwards,  the  projection 
extends  tnm  two  to  three  lines,  and  ia 
prolonged  under  the  form  of  a  pyramid 
with  four  sides ;  it  is  the  styloid  proecss, 
the  invariable  situation  of  which  at  the 
extremity  of  the  large  diameter  of  the 
wrist.  The  nutrrior  laee  is  more  remark- 
able ^  the  epiphysis,  in  enlarging,  is  so 
eanried  forward,  that  it  joins  a  transverse 
prominenec  projecting  more  than  four  lines 
above  the  level  of  the  body  of  the  bone, 
Bdow  lUa  is  a  rongh  surfboe,  to  whidi  the 
anterior  capsular  ligament  is  attaehed.  At 
the  lower  surface  of  the  epiphysis  is  the 
glenoid  cavity  of  the  radius,  offering  an  ir- 
regularly trinngolar  form,  and  so  consti- 
tuted that,  if  the  axi-^  of  th<-  hoth-  of  the 
radius  is  thrown  peri>eiulKulaily  on  this 
cavitT»  It  will  be  divided  into  two  very  un- 
equal p4)rtions;  one  behind,  fonning 
scarcely  one-fourth,  and  the  other  forward^ 
•onalluig  the  other  duee-fonrthsy  and 
wnich,  in  a  pcrpendieular  fall  upon  the  ra- 
dius, w  ill  only  have,  for  a  point  d'appui^  the 
portion  of  the  epiphysis  which  projects  be- 
fore the  body  of  me  bone.  This  arrange- 
ment serves  to  account  for  the  freqncncy  of 
fractures  in  the  ncighbuurhuod  uf  llie  arti- 
culation. 

The  ulna  df^es  rtot  immediately  enter 
into  theformatiuu  oi  the  radio-caqial  arti- 
eolation,  but  ii  separated  from  it  by  a  tri- 
rm^tilrir  lii^ament,  the  summit  nf  which 
being  inserted  into  the  centre  uf  the  semi« 
circle  which  represents  the  articular  snr- 
faee  of  the  ulna,  is  ahvavs  (wlnitever  be 
the  position  of  the  two  bones)  at  an  equal 
distance  from  the  radius,  and  consequently 
is  never  stretched  nor  relaxed.  By  this 
simple  mrehani^m  the  artieular  surface 
which  receives  the  bones  uf  tlic  carpus,  is 
never  altered  dther  in  its  smoothness  or 
c^t^•Tlt  'I'iie  extremity  of  the  ulna  pre- 
seuts  ditiercnt  a.spects,  according  to  the 
movements  of  tlie  radlna  When  the  fore, 
arm  is  in  a  state  of  forced  pronation,  -^vhat 
is  called  the  articular  portion  (the  i)r(>mi. 
nence  opposite  the  styloid  apophysis),  is 
turned  backward  ,  and  raises  up  tlie  skin 
which  covers  it.  When  the  fore-arm  is 
supine,  the  head  of  the  bone  projects  for- 
wards ;  the  styloid  apophysis  is  tamed 
entinly  hack.  From  this  arrangement 
arise  two  circumstances  uf  importance: 
§mt»  (hat  the  ulnar  mallcolns  is  not  always 
represented  by  the  same  bony  projcc 
tion,  as  the  radial ;  and,  secondly,  tlwt 
the  gnat  diameter  of  the  artieolatlon 
is  '■uhjeet  to  eonsideniblc  variation.  Wo 
see  from  tliis  what  degree  of  confidence  is 
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to  be  attached  to  tlie  sigrn  mentioned  by 
Pouteau  m  diairnostic  f»f  fracttire  of  the 
radius,  ar  ui'  ihv  ulna,  viz.  aii  inerea*;e  of 
the  diameter  of  the  joint.  In  order  to 
judge  if  it  bi>  really  enlarged,  the  pnrt<; 
must  be  measured  In  the  middle  position, 
between  protiatton  And  supination ;  it  is 
then  found  that  a  fracture,  at  about  half 
an  inch,  or  an  inch  above  the  joint,  may, 
by  the  approximation  of  the  lonrer  frag- 
ment, separate  the  .styloid  apophyses  sufH- 
ciently  to  t  OVct  on  the  great  diameter  of 
the  joint  an  increase  of  two  lines;  but  to 
accomplish  this,  it  is  requisite  to  divide 
the  inter-artinihir  lii^ament.  In  propor- 
tion as  the  fracture  is  iiighcr  up,  the  sepa- 
rati<m  dlminlahes,  so  tnat  at  the  lower 
tliird  of  tho  bone  it  does  not  amonntto 
ludf  a  line, 

I  may  here  mention  a  very  Interestixig 
point  in  physiognomy  which  has  never 
been  published  btfore.  It  is,  that  when 
the  diameter  of  the  forearm  near  the  w  rijit 
is  more  considerable  than  usual,  and  not 
dependent  upon  any  m«  rbitl  state  of  the 
parts,  but  upon  their  naiuial  formation, 
yon  may  be  almost  certain  tbat  such  per- 
son  is  of  weak  and  obtuse  intellLct. 

M.  Dupuy  tren  having  entered  into  some 
farther  anatomical  detidls,  which  we  do 
not  think  it  necessary  to  insert,  then  conti- 
nued:— These  preliminary  observations  on 
the  anatomy  of  the  j(»int  require,  to  render 
the  subject  complete,  that  we  should  enter 
upon  some  account  of  the  numerous  in- 
stances of  uaralielism  between  the  upper 
and  lower  limbs.  Tbe  first  remarlt  sug. 
gestcd  by  fractures  at  the  lower  end  of 
the  radius  is  their  analogy  with  those  of 
tiie  anUe.  I  had  already  pointed  tbem 
out  in  my  mcm(»ir  on  fractures  of  the 
fibula,  an(f  *iabs<^quently  in  a  lecture  pub- 
lished in  till-  tirst  volume  of  the  Lc90U9 
Ovales.  These  analogies  and  differences 
being  established,  let  us  see  what  happens 
with  rcspcti  to  the  disposition  of  tin-  bones 
of  the  forearm.  Suppose  tbat  an  indivi- 
dual  in  walkinq-  cneounters  :\vy  o])stacle, 
tlie  point  of  the  foot  is  opposed  to  the 
inonnd,  the  movement  is  arrested  in  its 
direction  backwards,  but  il  is  continned 
npwanb,  and  the  pers^m  iails  on  his  face. 
Tne  hands  are  instantly  thrown  forwards. 
If  the  joints  be  seniifiexed  the  sltock  is 
lessened,  but  if  they  be  extended,  the  bones 
receive  the  impetu.s  iu  its  liill  force.  Two 
thint^s  may  happen  in  this  case:  the  indi- 
vidual falls  on  the  extremity  of  the  fingers, 
and  these  usually  transniii  the  movement 
to  the  bones  of  the  car])us  and  metacarpus, 
but  at  others  the  ]duilangcs  are  broken. 
If,  however,  instead  of  failing  on  the 
fjnger^i,  the  fldi  takes  plaoe  Oil  the  wristt 
the  resnlts  are  (lifTerent:  suinetinus  the 
upper  part  of  the  arm  is  luxatdli  in  other 


cases  the  elt>ow  is  pushed  back ;  but  in  the 
majority  of  insf  anecs  fraetnn*  of  the  lower 
end  of  the  radius  occuih  because  of  the 
two  bones  of  the  foreann  -  one,  the  radius, 
U  broad  and  contiguous  with  tlie  bones  of 
the  carpus,  while  the  other,  the  ulna, 
is  weak,  and  is  not  articulated  with  tbe 
carpus.  It  results  from  this  kind  of  fall 
that  tho  lihock  is  directed  against  the 
radius,  which  ollien  the  greatest  leristance : 
it  is  not  astonishing,  therefore,  that  the fiUl 
should  take  etlVet  at  this  point. 

1  Imve  said  llmt  1  never  saw  a  disloca- 
tion of  the  wrist,  but  tbat  ftacturts  of  the 
raditis  were  verv  common  ;  and  the  follow- 
ing are  the  details,  as  they  have  been  re- 
corded at  the  Hdtel  Dieu  :— 

In  1829,  of  one  hundred  and  nine  frac- 
tures, twenty-three  were  of  the  forearm— 
Ida.  sixteen  of  the  radius,  five  of  both 
hones,  two  of  the  cubitus.    In  IttJO,  of 
ninety-^cven  fractures,  twenty- two  w  ere  of 
the  forearm,  sixteen  of  the  radius  alone, 
four  of  both  bones,  two  of  the  cnbittti. 
This  proportion  has  been  more  consider- 
able in  other  years,  and  iu  those  above, 
mentioned  it  is  more  than  a  fifth. 
Goyrand,  of  Aix,  goes  far  beyond  this. 
"  1  hesitate  not  to  afiiim  (says  he)  that  no 
other  kind  of  fVaetnTe  is  so  common  as 
this  :  eumpariii!.^  them  with  all  others  put 
together,  they  are  in  the  proportion  of  one  • 
to  two."    This  fracture  takes  place  at  all 
ages,  and  Irath  sexes  are  equally  exposed 
to  it.    With  regard  to  the  sides  atl  r  tt  d, 
about  nine  cases  occur  on  the  right  anu  u> 
seven  on  the  left.   Of  ninety-seven  cases 
of  fracture  of  the  upper  extremity,  fifty 
nine  wci%  on  the  right  side.    With  regard 
to  tbe  causes:  three  fi«ctnves  of  the  ra- 
dius wrre  produced  by  falls  on  the  hack  of 
the  Imnd,  and  eleven  by  falls  on  the  palm. 
This  destroys  the  inference  of  M.  Cruveil- 
hicr,  that  fractures  a]>pcar  to  be  impossible 
from  falls  rm  the  back  of  the  hand. 

We  bavu  seen  what  renders  fracture  of 
the  low  er  end  of  the  radius  so  common  ; 
we  sliall  next  glaiirr  r-.r  the  seat  of  this  le- 
sion. It  generally  takes  place  very  near 
tbe  wrist  joint,  and  in  young  subjects  pro- 
hahly  the  epiphysis  is  separated.  A  buy. 
twelve  years  of  age,  fell  from  a  height  and 
iVaetnred  his  skull,  of  which  injury  he  died 
in  three  days;  the  epiphysis  of  the  radius 
was  <;eparate(l,  and  n  quantity  of  liiood  ef> 
fu.sed  about  the  piirt.<i. 

The  fracture  may  take  place  transverse- 
ly or  obliquely,  at  three,  or  nt  six  lines, 
or  at  an  inch,  from  the  articular  surface. 
The  consecutive  displacement  will  resem- 
ble !n\:it:nn  tlir  lurire,  the  nearer  it  is  to 
thejuinti  *uid  iu  some  instances  I  have 
known  a  comminuted  fraeture*  and  kind 
of  crushing  of  the  articular  portion  of  tha 
radius. 
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For  the  moftt  part  frac  tures  of  the  radius 
axe  simple^  but  aometiiues  they  arc  com- 
poond;  and  pathol<wical  specimens  have 

been  met  with,  in  which  the  former  frag- 
ment has  been  divided  vertically  in  two. 
In  some  rare  cases  the  radius  lias  been 
fractured,  thi-  cubitus  dislocated,  and  pro< 
truded  tlirnuirli  the  int**irumcnts.  Wc  have 
a  case  of  this  kind  sutiicicutJy  curious  to 
be  worth  relating. 

Case  I. —  T)ouhte  Fracture  of  the  Radius — 
Dittocaiion  of  the  Uttm  inwurdt,  u-iih  Itup. 
ture  of  the  hifrz^'frifntir—Hs  removal  at  tkt 
tini  lit  ei;;lit  iui>iitli3~ineompUie  cure. 

B.,  u  (  hanvonuin,  of  small  staturu  aiid 
dry  fibre,  agod  &2,  came  to  the  H«itel  Dieu 
Ft  h.  27,  1832.  'ITie  previous  evening  she 
hud  made  a  false  step,  and  rolled  from 
above  downwards  about  sixty  paces.  She 
c<»uld  not  till  ill  what  manner  the  arm 
cawc  in  contact  with  the  ground.  The 
ttlna  ])rojected  through  the  intefpimenti. 
A  medical  man  who  was  called  plabed  the 
hand  upon  a  splint,  and  surround"  *1  it  witli 
bandages,  and  next  morning  she  caiue  to 
the  hospital.  The  left  fore.a^  was  disio* 
catcd  rrrar  the  wri-^r;  the  radius  was 
bruiicu  in  two  places— lirst,  an  inch  above 
the  joint,  and  then  wain  an  inch  and  a 
half  above  that.  At  the  inner  side  was  a 
longitudinal  wound,  along  the  border  of 
the  ulna,  about  four  inches  in  length,  and 
with  edges  as  smooth  as  if  it  had  been  in. 
flicted  with  a  cutting  instrument.  The 
ulna  dislocated  inwards  projected  very 
eonsidcrablv,  more  than  an  inch  of  tlie 
bone  beintf^)eyninl  1  lie  integuments.  The 
internal  lateral  ligament  was  broken ;  the 
mnscles  of  the  otmr  soft  parts  bruised  and 
toni.  Mii(  !i  hlnod  had  been  li>st  by  the 
wound.  The  hand  and  lower  part  of  tlie 
fore-arm  were  much  swollen,  and  the  ban- 
dages very  ti^t. 

On  seeinc:  the  state  of  the  parts,  M. 
Brchchet  proposed  amputation,  but  this 
the  patient  obstinately  declined:  he  tbcai 
resolved  to  cnt  ofT  the  pinti  rtinEr  iHfrtion 
of  the  cubitus,  which  ^  a>  immediately 
done  in  the  following  manner  >-The  band 
and  wrist  being  turned  outwards,  the 
cubitus  was  pulled  inwards;  the  surgeon 
then  detached  it  with  a  bistoury  from  the 
soft  parts,  which  still  adhered  to  it.  About 
an  ineh  ;iit'^  m  half  of  the  bono  was  then 
removed  by  the  saw,  carried  in  an  oblioue 
direction.  The  forearm  was  Aen  enabled 
1"  he  placed  in  its  natural  position,  and 
M  OS  simply  dressed  aud  laid  upon  a  wooden 
pallet 

It  was  not  disturbed  for  four  days,  at 
which  time  suppuration  was  found  to  be 
established,  and  healthy  in  appearance. 
In  three  days  more  it  was  dreued  again: 
the  wound  was  flohd,  the  suppuratioit  was 


rather  abundant,  and  f,ome  portions  of 
slough  formed  by  the  soft  parts  were  ready 
to  become  detached.  The  ftagm^t*  ^mtt 
quite  moveable  upon  each  other.  Every 
thing  went  on  well  for  some  dayi*,  when 
on  the  9th  of  Mareli  there  appeared  a 
swelling  of  the  hand  of  uedematous  charac- 
ter, and  on  examination  a  manifest  flue- 
tuation  was  perceived.  On  opening  this 
about  two  spoonfuls  of  matter  were  eva. 
enati  rl,  and  from  this  time  there  were  two 
wounds  with  pretty  copious  dischaige: 
namely,  that  in  the  hack  of  the  hand,  ana 
that  communicatini;  with  the  fragments  of 
the  radius.  Mareli  '2  i,  tlic  wlioU-  fT>rcarm 
was  red,  tense,  and  iluctuated  ut  \arious 
points.  Several  openings  were  made,  and 
in  a  few  days  the  parts  returned  to  nearly 
their  natuiul  size.  3Iatters  improved  up 
to  the  10th  of  April,  when  there  was  anew 
attack  of  tumefaction,  and  another  absct^ss 
on  the  dorsal  surface  of  the  forearm.  This 
was  opened.  Again  on  the  S5th  a  similar, 
attack  took  place,  and  Yielded  to  similar 
means;  aud  by  the  lOtn  of  May  there  re- 
mained  only  a  little  fistulous  opening  on 
the  back  of  the  liaiid  and  <*i)  the  site  of  the 
origiii;!l  ^^o^nd.  After  these  alternations 
she  improved,  and  left  the  hospital  August 
35,  the  wound  at  the  lower  and  inner  part 
of  the  wrist  not  being  even  then  ijuite 
dosed.  November  37»  they  were  healed, 
but  the  use  of  the  foTe.ann  was  very  much 
impaired,  and  had  besides  lost  an  ineh  and 
a  half  in  leni^th. 

[M.  Dupuylren  then  proceeded  to  ana- 
lyse a  ease  related  by  M.  Cniveilhier,  as 
one  of  hiMHi  ni  of  the  joint  fonvard  ;  but 
iu  which  opinion  the  learned  lecturer  did 
not  concur.] 

The  diai;nosis(he  continued)  of  fraelures 
of  the  lower  extremity  of  the  radius  de. 
serves  serious  attention,  because  Ihey  have 
been,  and  often  are,  mistaken  for  <lisIoca^ 
tion.  Many  able  jiractitioners  fall  into 
this  error,  of  which  the  following  is  an  ex- 
ample:— 

A  go«)d  many  years  a^n  a  raas<m,  having 
fallen  from  a  great  height,  was  brought  to 
the  Hdtel  Dfen.  He  liad  sevciBl  severe 
wotiiids,  and  among  others  a  fracture  of 
the  cranium,  accompanied  by  a  larc^c  wound 
of  the  intf^uments  of  that  part ;  there  was 
at  the  same  time  a  deformity  of  the  wrist. 
Several  surgeons  were  of  opinimi  that 
tiiere  was  luxation  of  tlic  carpu&  back- 
wards. M.  Dupuytren  maintained  the 
contrary',  and  j^ronounccd  it  to  he  a  frac- 
ture of  the  lowest  part  of  the  fore-arm. 
Eventually  the  patient  died  of  the  wounds 
of  tlie  head,  when  the  Professor's  opinion 
proved  justified. 

A  case,  exactly  similar,  presented  itself 
still  more  recently  in  an  hosiutal  in  Paris. 
The  chief  surgeon  (M.  MagoUn)  thought 
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he  rccognizetl  a  luxation  of  the  farpMs 
backwards.  The  patient  died,  and  it 
ternet)  ont  to  he  a  fracture. 

Atnonu  tla-  afTcctions  which  U«  apt  to 
be  mistaken  for  luxations,  we  may  men- 
tion the  followincf,  which  we  Imve  often 
net  with.  A  raricty  in  the  radio-carpal 
artrrtil.ition  is  M»imtiroes  «>1>scrvf(l,  c^-pc- 
cially  among  workmen  j  but  it  has  not 
been  modi  attended  to  by  practitionen. 
Pri  ssmen,  and  artizans  who  have  to  em 
ploy  traction,  like  that  with  the  lever  of  a 
press,  are  frequiiitly  subject  to  it.  The 
ligaments  of  the  wrist  become  relaxed,  and 
stretched  to  siuh  u  {l<':^rtT,  a«;  trt  allow  of 
much  more  extensive  motion  than  in  the 
normal  state.  The  carpus,  in  conseqaenee, 
being  no  longer  solidly  attarhe!  to  tin-  forf- 
arm,  jrields  to  the  action  of  the  flexor  mus- 
cles, and  Is  drawn  heneatii  the  lower  ex. 
tmnities  of  the  radius  and  cubitus.  All 
the  sicni*;  of  luxation  are  present,  rxrrpt 
the  pain  audi nllumuiation.  A  derurinity, 
more  or  less  setaous,  and  a  weakening  of 
ihr  parts,  are  the  only  inconveniences 
wliicb  the  patient  feels:  be  can  rest  on 
them  without  difficulty,  but  a  recurrence 
of  the  nci  i'Ii  nt  ricriHN  nt  will,  or  during 
repose,  by  the  preponderance  of  the  mus- 
cular power  in  the  palmar  region  of  the 
forearm.  Medieal  aid  is  sddom  sonprht  or 
rcrmin  «1  h\  persons  so  circumstanced. 

Wlicu  the  mistake  has  been  committed, 
of  8upp<Niing  a  fracture  of  die  lower  pari  of 
the  radius  to  he  a  luxation,  and  so  Iins 
been  left  to  itself,  very  awkward  conse. 
qnenccsensne;  the  interosseoos  space  dis- 
appears;  the  forearm,  insnnui  of  prcsent- 
inir  i\  l»ronfl  flattened  appearance  in  this 
part,  haa  a  cylindrical  form;  and  the 
movements  of 'pronation  and  supination 
are  lost. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  a  patient  who 
came  to  wetk  relief  at  the  H6tel  Dien,  in 

]s-y).  ?To  had  fallen  on  his  wrist,  and 
fmcturtd  ilie  lower  extremity  of  the  radius, 
immediately  above  the  radio-earpal  articu- 
latiotf.  Forty  days  had  eiaji'^i  d  since  the 
accident.  There  was  swell  in  ir,  d(  formity, 
the  cylindrical  shape  just  mcniiuutil,  and 
no  ]>o88ibillty  of  pronation  or  supination. 
Hi^  <  nrf  was  out  of  the  question,  asM. 
Dumij  Ircn  predicted. 

The  serious  consequences,  in  short,  of 
mistaken  fnictnre,  oiiijht  to  cxeitt"  j>rac- 
titioners  to  reduce  it  immediately  when 
met  with. 

Afoffe  of  Pedu'dart. — In  reducing  this 
fracture,  said  M.  1)  .  I  d^n^v  o\i\  {hi>  limb 
from  the  body ;  tlie  ba^k  of  the  hand  is 
then  turned  upwards,  and  the  forearm  se> 

niflexot!  on  \hv  hnnirni=;.  'Vhv  assistant 
who  has  to  cUect  coimtcr  exteittiiuu,  takes 
the  arm  by  its  lower  part ;  and  be  who  has 
to  manage  the  extcn»ion,  employs  gra- 
duated traction  on  the  liaiid,  always  oh- 


Ken'ing  to  give  it  an  inclination  towani* 
the  cubital  edge  of  the  forearm.  The  siir. 
geon,  placed  on  Uio  inner  side  of  the  limb» 
pushes  back  with  both  his  hands  the  flesh 
on  both  sides  of  the  forearm  in  the  inter- 
osseous space;  then,  acting  on  the  two 
frsgments,  he  directs  them  one  towards 
the  other.  It  is  a  fmettire  readily  rednred, 
but  not  always  so  readily  kept  in  its  re- 
duced conation.  The  appareil  which  I 
use,  continued  M.  T).,  is  a  graduated  com- 
press on  tlie  anterior  surface,  and  another 
on  the  posteri«»r;  abore,  a  splint,  which 
projects  a  little  on  the  hand ;  and  after 
this  a  roller,  cxtendin?  from  the  end  of 
the  finger,  covering  the  liand  and  the 
splint,  without  exercising  any  lateral  com- 
])ression  nn  either  nulii  v  '<r  ulna.  The 
advantages  of  this  proceeding  are  obvious. 

There  is  another  important  point  con* 
nccted  with  fracture  of  the  lower  extre- 
mity of  the  radius,  and  that  i«,  the  tm 
dency  which  the  hand  and  tlie  lower  Iruij- 
mcnts  exhibit,  to  be  carried  beyond  the 
radial  side  of  the  forearm.  T  moTifioned 
this,  said  M.  U.,  in  my  memoir  on  frae- 
tare  of  the  fihola^  both  here,  and  in  the 
fibula  fracture,  tlie  angle  constituting  one 
of  the  best  signs  of  the  accident  which  has 
occurred.  If  this  be  not  quickly  remedied, 
consolidation  takes  place,  an'd  there  is, 
ever  after,  more  or  !c«!s  im])edimcnt  in  the 
movraicnts  of  pronation  and  supination. 

This  displacement  is  sometimes  so 
strongly  marked,  tliat  there  is  a  consider- 
able projection  of  the  cubitus  inwards ; 
that  hone  ap])€ani  curved,  and  practitioners 
have  often  mistaken  the  injury  for  a 
Inxation.  Ab^'ut  twp'ity  years  ago  I  first 
itotiixd  this  tiinli  uty,  and  from  that  time 
till  recently  I  knew  no  better  way  of  op. 
potiing  the  displacement  than  by  the  ap- 

})lication  of  the  ordinary  appareil  for 
brearm  flractures:  but  I  always  found  it 
insufficient.  I  at  lenq;lh  hit  up<in  the  fol. 
lowing  plan  :  I  added  to  the  appareil  just 
mentioned,  a  splint,  which  I  have  named 
the  cubitale^  made  of  a  plate  of  iron,  about 
an  inch  in  breadth,  and  of  tlie  length 
of  tlic  forearm,  and  which  at  its  lower  ex- 
tremity, and  where  it  leaves  the  correS' 
pondinij  point  of  the  carpus,  is  eurred  into 
a  semicircle.  In  the  concave  of  this  arch, 
tiiere  are  several  hottons  eouidistant  from 
each  other.  After  the  oroinaiy  bandage 
has  been  npjdied,  the  upper  extremity  of 
tlie  metallic  l)ar  is  placed  upon  the  internal 
margin  of  the  cnnitus,  and  between  the 
inner  side  of  the  wrist  and  tbe  oonrcxity  of 
the  bar  arc  laid  compresses  in  M>vcral  folds. 
Between  the  thnmb  and  IbreHnger  there  is 
placwl  a  '^innl!  ruvhion,  to  the  ends  of 
which  are  attached  two  strings.  'I'hese 
last  an  now  brought  forward,  and  behind 
the  hand,  into  the  concavity  of  the  splint, 
and  passed  over  one  of  the  buttons  in  the 
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latter.  The  hiuid  is  thus  dran  u  into  its 
satnffBl  sltiuitioii,  or,  if  need  be,  beyond 
it,  acoonlinff  to  the  button  to  which  the 
strings  are  tied.  Tbe  cubitus  turned  in- 
wards, thrown  tbe  two  IVafnnents  of  the 
radius  out,  and  thus  all  the  indic-.itions 
required  are  fnlfiUed,  without  leafing  the 
least  deformity. 

Case  \l. ^ Fracture  t^'  the  iiadius;  ne}*lected 
Jar  20  dayu  —  Huptttre  of  the  provisional 

CaUM.-^0»n  ePMpfate  on  th§  35fik  rfey. 

L.,  aged  69,  of  goo  1  ■  nsfitution,  came 
into  the  Hotel  Dieu  on  tlie  i  ith  December, 
1H20,  for  a  fracture  of  the  left  radius,  near 
its  lower  extremity,  caused  by  fulling  from 
a  hi  iclit  on  the  palm  of  the  hiiiid.  SV»  nw- 
dical  man  had  been  called  in,  and  it  being 
euppoaed  to  be  a  more  sprain,  emollients 
(inly  were  applied,  but  they  of  course  did 
nu  good.  Tnere  was  much  pain  in  tlie 
part,  and  the  deformity  was  increasing 
daily :  had  consolidation  been  effected  un- 
der the  circumstances,  the  moi'ements  of 
pronation  and  supination  would  hare  been 
inevitably  lost:  the  swelling  also  was  very 
oh>iiiialf.  Wht  n  \hc  patient  was  seen  in 
the  hospital,  the  deformity  was  very  re- 
snarlnbre:  there  was  a  stroma  abdnction  of 
the  hand;  a  very  rcmiirliiihlt-  hollnw  at 
the  lower  extremity  of  the  radius;  the 
moTomcnts  extremely  painful,  and  not 
performed  without  external  ai(L  Upon 
examining  tlir  |>n^t'^^  !\r  Dnptivtron  imme- 
diateiy  roueeived  that  it  was  l>y  no  means 
imponiblc,  notwithstanding  the  time  that 
was  elapsed,  to  irive  the  limb  its  natural 
form.  Bat  for  this  purpose  the  provisional 
callns  should  be  made  to  yield  to  tbe  ef- 
forts used  in  reducticm.  An  assistant  ^^as 
direc  te«l  to  hold  the  fore-arm  at  its  up|ier 
part,  for  counter-extension :  31.  D.  holding 
by  the  lower  part,  executed  a  movement 
with  it  in  the  contrary  direction  to  tliat 
produced  by  the  fracture;  that  is  to  say, he 
moircd  the  parts  in  tiie  sense  of  adduction. 
Tlic  callus  yielded  ;  the  frnt^rnents  were 
then  thrown  outwards,  and  tbe  interosseous 
qtace  was  enlarged.  The  oonsecntive  indi. 
Mtions  were  managed  on  the  prece<1innr 
principles.  Neither  low  diet,  nor  bleeding, 
were  required.  The  bandages  were  re- 
newed on  the  10th  day,  and  iicain  on  the 
20th;  on  tbp  3'2i\  ther  were  taken  off  alto 

Ether;  and  <  u  the  ^th,  when  the  patient 
!t  tbe  hospital,  all  ddlbrmity  was  gone, 
consolidation  ^\  i-oniplete,  the  interos- 
seous space  re-established,  and  the  limb 
fitted  ODoe  more  to  perform  its  natural 
Amctionst 

Case  III.— FroclKr*  of  the  ejctremittt  of  the 
RaditUf  minahm  far  t9  dM^'^-ComfUuly 
restored. 

Jules  Bechet,  aged  10,  fell  from  a  hei^iit 
of  15  fbet,  on  bi«  bands,  knees,  and  chin. 


The  palm  of  the  right  hand  had  received 
the  greatest  shc»ck.  A  surgeon  who  was 
called  in,  havintr  examined  the  wrist,  jjro- 
nouuoed  it  to  l»e  onl)  u  sprain ;  had  leeciies 
and  poultices  applied,  oat  the  swelling, 
pain,  and  dilTu ulty  of  motion  continuing, 
the  parents  of  the  boy  became  uneasy, and  on 
the  28th  day  consulted  M.  Duimylren.  He 
recognized  the  f  racture,  and,  notwithstand> 
in£f  the  consolidation,  ventured  to  express 
an  opinion  of  liie  |M)ssibility  of  redressing 
the  deformity.  And  the  event  iAow«i  the 
correctness  of  the  opini-m.  On  the  29th 
day,  AI.  D.  made  the  first  attempt  at  reduc- 
tion, and  on  tbe  third  day  after  renewed 
the  attempt.  The  boy  did  not  suffer  much. 
The  handnir*"  was  re-applied  on  the  eighth 
day,  and  ultimately  removed  on  the  3bth. 
The  cure  was  perfect 

In  another  case,  where  thrn^  \\  as  a  cnr 
vaturc  formed  in  the  consolidutiau,  Uie 
limb  was  restored  to  its  proper  shape  by 
the  40th  day. 

M.  Goyrand  has  latterly  imagined  that 
the  graduated  eompmses  ought  not  to 
come  below  the  articulation  of  the  wrist, 
Imt  he  there  R*placed  by  compresses  several 
times  folded,  and  so  disposed  as  iu  lorni 
two  cushions,  the  anterior  of  which  should 
be  fixed  above  the  pr  j  -tion  of  the  palmar 
region,  whilst  the  |>o!>ierior  might  come  to 
any  depth  on  the  dorsal  snrfoce  of  the 
metacarpus. 

The  following  are  the  conclusions  which 
we  may  safely  deduce  from  the  preceding 
principles : — 

1  VVithout  denying  the  possibility  of 
luxaium  of  the  radio  carpal  articulation 
backwards,  th<mgh  I  have  never  met  with 
it,  I  would  submit  that  it  is  extremely  rare, 
and  probably  that  it  has  never  ensued  upon 
a  fall  on  the  anterior  part  of  the  wrist 

2.  The  cases  of  luxation  of  the  carpus 
backwanl«,  so  dest  r)V)ed  by  anthiirs,  were 
probably,  in  fact,  fractures  of  the  radius, 
situated  a  quarter,  or  half,  or  a  whole  Imdi 
from  its  extremity,  or  perhaps  a  simulta- 
neous  Iracturc  of  both  radius  and  ulna. 

3b  That  the  apparell  commonly  employed 
by  many  surgc«ms  in  fnu  t  i  t  -  of  the  fore- 
arm is  highly  improper,  and  unsuitcd  for 
the  indications  or  the  injury. 

\.  That  the  tendency  to  displacement 
inwards,  so  commonly  pre«iented  by  the 
fnmmenLs  of  the  radius,  and  whence  re- 
suits  a  corresponding  inclination  of  the 
hand,  rrquirrs  thr  a|i]  lii  ;\ii(>ii  df  a  parti- 
cular agent  in  order  tcj  ilirow  the  fragments 
ontwaras,  and  to  keep  them  in  that  posi. 
tion;  and  that  the  best  agent  for  the  par* 
pose  is  the  cubital  splint 

&.  And  lastly,  that  when  the  fracture 
has  no  tendency  to  displacement,  the  sim* 
pie  apparell  for  fraetnreH  t>f  the  forrarm  is 
sufficient,  without  even  a  necessity  for  the 
UM  of  the  cubital  tplittt. 
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BSGARDINO    THE    COLLEGES   OP  PRY- 

SICIANS  AND  SURGEONS,  AND  SOCIETY 
OF  APOTHECARIES. 


House  of  Contmona,  Die  Jan U  22,  188ftt 

Plir<?ICI\N8'  C'oi.i.if,}:. 

*'  Copv  ordered  of  the  regulations  or  bve- 
laws  under  which  Omdimtes  in  Physic 
have  been  admittKl  as  Ftllou  s  of  the 
Royal  r()l!e^:e  of  Pbysiciaos  of  London 
since  the  ytar  177 J." 

"  Accounts  of  the  number  of  persons 
who  hfivo  hecn  admitted  as  F'ellows  of  ihc 
Royftl  C  ollege  of  Physicians  in  each  year 
since  1771,  distinffttishing  the  number  ad- 
mitted iiiidor  each  bye-fikw,  and  aiso  the 
number  rejected." 

•*  Of  the  nnmber  of  persons  who  have 
been  admitted  as  Licentiates  of  the  Royal 
Colli  ere  of  Phy  icians  of  London  from  Ist 
January  1823  to 31  si  December  1832." 

"  Of  the  money  which  lia^  been  received 
Vv  ti  e  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  from 

J>tr.sons  admitted  as  Licentiates  from  1st 
Tannary  18iS3  to  9itt  December  1832,  and 
of  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  appro, 
pnated.*' 

SlRCEONS. 

**  Accounts  ordered  of  the  mimlier  of 
])ersons  who  hare  obtained  diplomas  from 
the  Uoyal  Collcijcsnf  Siirg'eonsnf  [.oiidou, 
Edinburgh^  and  Dublin,  in  each  year, 
firom  Ist  January  1823  to  81st  December 

College  of  Surgeons  (London).— Address 
for  "  Account  of  the  money  which  has 
been  received  by  the  Royal  College  of  Sur- 
geons of  Tiondon,  for  Diplomas  granted  to 
persons  who  have  l>een  examined,  from  1st 
January  1893  to  31st  December  1838,  and 
of  tlu-  !rKt:Mu  r  in  which  it  has  been  appro- 
priatetl. ' ' — ( . V/r.  IVaiburton. ) 

College  of  Surgeons  (Dublin).— -Addfess 
for  "  Account  of  the  money  which  1 
been  received  by  the  Royal  Collcj^eof  Sur- 
geons of  Dublin,  for  Diplomas  granted  to 
pefSOOs  who  liavc  hren  examined,  from  Im 
January  l«2:i  to  3 Ist  December  and 
of  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  appro- 
priaU'd."— (^r.  IVarhurton.) 

Coni  ^:e  of  Surgeons  (Kdiiiburgh). — Ad- 
dress for  "  Account  of  the  money  which 
has  been  received  by  the  R<^ra]  College  of 
Surgeons  of  Ediiilmrj^h,  for  Diplomas 
granted  to  persons  who  have  been  examin- 
ed, from  Ist  January  18123  to  31st  Decem- 
ber 183a^  and  of  the  manner  in  which  it 
has  been  appropriated." — (A/r.  ffor^urfen.) 

Apotbf.caries. 

^ pothecaries'  Bill. — Order  for  further 
cousidemtivn  of  Re|H)rt  rmd ;   Rill  *«• 


commiit^  to  thu  Lord  Advocate,  Mr.  Lamb» 
Colond  Wood,  Mr.  Aberemmby,  Sir  Ji^n 
Hav,  Mr.  Francis  Kennedy,  Sir  RolK-rt 
Inglis,  Mr.  Warburton,  Mr.  liawes,  Mr. 
Hume,  Mr.  Shaw,  Mr.  Ewing,Mr.  Romilly, 
Mr.  James  Oswald,  Mr.  Ooulbnm,  Mr. 
Frnnklaiul  T  f  u  is,  Mr.  Thomas  (Iladstone, 
Mr.  ScrjLunt  I'l  rnn,  Mr.  Brodie, Mr  Ord, 
Mr.  Edward  Sr  inliy,  Mr.  Hughes  HogbeSy 
Dr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Hurst : —  Petitioos 
J'erreti. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AS80. 
CIATION. 

The  annual  meeting  is  to  take  place  on  tho 

of  July,  and  to  be  held  in  the  In* 
finuory  at  Bristol. 


PHRENOLOGY. 

Ov  the  first  of  April  last,  a  Air.  Burkr  an- 
nounced to  the  Phrenological  Society  of 
London  thai  he  had  discovered  sixty  tWce 
new  organs  in  the  head!    This  makes 

above  a  huinhfd  trr^ftui  of  the  hrml  tidw 
know  a  to  phrenologists, — the  fruiu  of 
their  peculiar  genius  Ibr  diacovery. 


WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  or  BURL\LS, 
From  Bills  or  Mortality,  Jtin^  25,  1S33. 
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Paralysis  « 
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Erysiptlss  .  , 

2 

.Spaaiai  . 

• 

1 

Fever    .      .  • 

9 

Thrush 

• 

8 

Fever,  Scarlet  . 

Tumor 

• 

1 

¥■  vrr,  'f'vpUuS  . 

f 

liiemjrrtiagii  . 

SliUborn 

• 

Usutf  dtoifSiMl  • 

Dci  rc)i<<e  nf  DtirlalM,  a«  cooipare<l  wllbl 

llie  preccdiiikf  week       .       .  .J 


NOTICES. 

The  communications  of  3fr.  Cisur 
Hawkins,  Mr.  Battlcy,  3Ics^rh.  I  uyiiiou 
anil  \Vjlliauis,  Messrs.  Brett  and  Golding 
Bird,  Dr.  Badhani,  Dr.  Cove,  "  (\>n«:ena- 
tor,"  "  Medicus  Castrcnsis,"  Mr.  Uore^ 
and  Dr.  Blaekmore,  have  been  received. 
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LECTURES 
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THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  OF 
MEDICINE; 

DMvtnd  at  th»  Loiwfm  Unimrdijf» 
Br  Dk.  Elliotsov. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  AEPOMBN. 

ACUTi:  PERITONITIS. 

The  first  disease  of  which  I  &ball  Kjieak, 
after  passing  the  diaphragm,  is  inllaniiiiA- 

tion  of  the  peritoneum — periionitis. 

Sitmptoms. — This  disease  is,  of  course,  at- 
tenoed  hy  pyrexia— i^eneral  fereridmeta. 
Although  the  whole  hody  is  ]i(»t,  vi  t  ijoiu  - 
rally  the  ahdomoii  is  hotter  tlmn  other 
parU.  The  pul^c  in,  for  the  most  part, 
latlier small ;  of  course  it  is  quick;  some- 
time?! it  is  n  irr,  !«nmptime«.  it  is  liard,  and 
sometimes  it  is  soft.  There  is  no  invaria- 
ble poise  in  peritonitis,  with  the  exception 
that  it  is  always  quick;  more  fVc(|neiitIy  it 
is  ansdi  than  full,  aod  perhaps  more  fre- 
quently rather  bard  than  Mift.  There  is  n 
grant  variety  as  to  the  appearance  of  tbe 
tonfMie :  nomHtiiTif^  it  is  really  pretty  clean, 
ut  tJic  utmost  dtilv  \\hiti^h;  sometimes  it 
ia  coTcred  with  a  thick  creamy  mncat$ 
sometimes  it  is  rather  dry.  You  hare  nn 
very  great  index  cither  in  the  appearauct: 
of  the  tongue,  or  tbe  cbaraeter  of  the  pulse; 
hut  the  abdomen  is  always  >  cry  tender  on 

}»ressure,  and  the  tendeniess  is  too  (i^cneral 
br  one  to  suppose  that  any  particular  or- 
gan is  inflamed.  One  of  ttie  modes  of  dis- 
tingui^ltirvjr  iH""it""il'^  fr<im  inflaininatinn 
of  a  I  articular  organ  bv  ohserviug  tiiat 
tbe  tendemesa  of  the  abcbimen  is  not  in 
the  scat  of  any  i>articular  onjan  whatever, 
but  is  more  or  less  generaL  As  the  pedto.^ 
nenm  stietdiee  alToTer  the  abdomen,  and 
a  great  proportion  of  it  is  nsunlly  inflamed, 


tbe  patient  is  most  fre«iuently  easier  nn 
his  baclt  than  in  any  other  position ;  and 
■oraettmes,  to  obtain  a!I  tbe  possible, 

the  j)afieiit  lies  with  his  knees  sponta- 
neously  raised.  In  general,  patients  can- 
not sit  np,  on  account  of  the  abdominal 
viscera  gravitating  so  much  as  to  pnidnce 
painful  distention,  and  therefore  they  nre 
easiest  in  a  lying  posture.  Besides  the 
tenderness,  there  is  very  frequently  priclc- 
ing  pains  of  the  abdomen,  as  if  needles 
were  running  into  diflerent  parts,  and  oc* 
casienally  there  ie  a  eharp  cutting  pain. 
Tbe  abdomen  is  usually  vny  t@ase.  As  it 
is  a  mere  membrane  that  is  infJamed,  the 
bowels  are  in  general  not  particulariy  dis- 
turbed; tlicy  are  regular,  or  at  the  u'tmoflt 
thev  arc  only  slightly  (  Miftmd,  and  are 
easily  opened:  there  is  uo  obstinate  con. 
stipntion. 

Although  the  inflamination  is  trrnerally 
very  universal,  yet  of  course  it  may  rage 
more  severely  at  <me  spot  than  at  another, 
and  consequently  there  is  more  pain  at 
one  part  than  at  another;  and  if  that  part 
be  situated  over  any  particular  organ,  then 
you  have  the  ftinetion  of  that  organ  more 
or  less  disturbed.  If,  for  examjile,  at  any 
uarticoiar  period  of  the  disease  tlic  mem- 
brane covering  the  sComaeh  is  inflamed, 
you  have  vcmiiting  induced;  if  it  be  the 
portion  whirh  (overs  the  bladder  —  and 
which  is  only  pai  ual,  as  you  know  —  then 
there  may  lie  very  ^reat  irritation  of  the 
urinary  organs.  In  tlie  former  case  yott 
have  vomitings  in  the  latter,  strauguaiy. 

Prn^n<wfaii<<JKa(riNi«i>.—'Asthe  inflamma- 
tion spreads,  it  attaeksont-  part  afteranother. 
It  is  the  peritoneum  at  large  that  is  in- 
flamed, and  therefore  the  tenderness  i.<i 
general  and  the  pain  difl'used,  and  any 
disturbanee  of  function  that  exiitts  In  tlM 
abdominal  viscera  is  trifling  in  proportion 
to  tbe  genend  pain  and  uneasiness.  It  is 
in  this  way  that  you  distingnish  it  from 
iaflammalion  of  any  particular  organ. 

Duralita.  —  'Vhlt  disMUie,  when  acute, 
mav  last  aliottt  a  week  before  it  proves 
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Atal;  but  if  tt  remits,  it  may  of  eoum 

last  much  longer. 

Morbid  AjmarmiM, — After  death,  the  ap- 
pesntnees  wiud  are  nothinir  thoee 
which  are  usual  in  inflammation  of  a 

serous  membrnn p ;  for  example,  a  quantity 
of  serum  of  a  whey  colour,  more  or  less 
turbid,  with  flakes  of  fibrin.  It  is  rare  to 
find  the  serum  bloody.  The  fibrin  fre 
quently  effused  in  a  gelatinous  form  both 
u  die  parietel  and  Tisceral  portions,  and 
perluij)^  adhesions  are  thrown  out,  so  that 
there  arc  bunds.  Now  and  then  the  secre- 
tions resembles  pus,  and  now  and  then  it 
is  icallj  pus.  As  to  the  redness  of  the 
peritoneum,  that  may  be  cither  in  little 
stars,  a  collection  of  red  P<)int*t,  or  it  may 
be  cUffnsed  in  petehea.  The  peritoneum, 
like  nno?t  niher  semus  membranes,  becomes 
rather  thicker  than  usual:  it  is  not  so 
Uaiulneent  as  in  health,  and  now  and  then 
it  is  exi^edingly  pulpy.  When  the  perito- 
neum corerinpr  the  alimentary  canal  is  in- 
flamed, tlie  redness  will  sometimes  spread 
inwmids,  even  to  the  villous  coat ;  but  it  is 
very  t^rf  tn  find  inflammation  of  the  pari- 
etal portion  spread  outwards,  towards  the 
•bdominal  mnscles.  Wh«n  the  portion 
covering  any  particular  or^nn  is  inflamed, 
you  may  find  the  organ  itself  affected,  as, 
for  example,  tiie  omentum  or  the  maseu- 
tefy,  so  that  you  may  have  om§iiiUi$f  or 
mf^e^tfirifif,  or  nnv  other  ;7/s  ynu  may 
chouse  to  manufacture  out  of  the  name  of 
the  organ,  and  the  termination  Uu  added 
to  it. 

Fuerptral  PeritoniU$.—Tlna  di.sease  very 
often  occurs  in  a  puerperal  .state,  and 
by  some  it  is  thought  oceasionaliy  to  be 
foiit!i!riou>j  It  is  called,  wlu'n  o<<  i!rrini»: 
III  thai  iilale,  puerperal J'tvtr.  Suuieuuie2>  it 
will  take  plaee  immemately  after  delivery, 

and  soTivlinirs  inniiy  days  afterwards, 
whether  tiie  patieut  in  sickly  or  not;  and, 
on  the  other  nand,  it  will  someUmea  take 
place  during  the  latter  period  of  i)rcg- 
nancy.  Whether  it  is  a  conlu^^ious  ('ever 
or  not,  it  eertaiuly  is  very  ofteu  epidemic, 
and  one  might  say  endemic,  for  ffM|iiently 
ihi.s  disease,  puerpcra!  peritonitis,  prevails 
to  a  ^rcat  extent  at  a  particular  period, 
and  tometimee  it  prevails  only  in  partienlar 
districts. 

Caiuef.— Fcritouitia  is  very  frequently  a 
canee  of  death  in  eancer  of  the  womb^ 

wvaiiaas  other  diseases  of  the  uterus  or 

ovftr!e«.  Whenever  cancerous  or  other 
ulceration  occurs  in  thei^e  parts,  and  exists 
for  some  time,  the  peritimeum  around  the 
ulceration  comes  to  be  inflat-jnd.  so  ihat 
pehtotiitis  is  a  common  termiaaiion  of 
«w«mie  diMMes  of  these  parta 

Peritonitis  sometimes  occurs  also  from 
ulceration,  after  a  rupture  of  the  stomach 
or  intestines.  Of  course  you  are  aware 
that  it  sometimeB  takes  place  flwm  a 


hernia,  either  ftom  the  operation  fbr  it  or 

thr  hernia  itself,  from  an  operation  for 
stone,  from  paraeeDteai!>i  abdomtni.'i,  and 
so  on.  It  wul  arise  from  any  wound,  or 
from  a  mechanical  injury  of  any  sort  in- 
flicted  on  tht»  abdomen.  It  is  frequently 
conse(|uent  upuu  the  application  of  col<i, 
and  especially  cold  and  moisture  ^>plied 
^■)ien  the  body  is  ovrrhpated,  jatt  the  sama 
as  any  other  inflammation. 

TVestnuae. — The  treatment  of  the  diseaaa 
isea.sy  enough.  Tt  consists  of  general  bleed- 
ing followed  by  anabundanccof  local  bleed, 
ing,  by  means  of  leeches,  (cupping  would 
produce  great  pain,)  a  rapid  affection  of  the 
mouth  by  mercury,  and  keeping  the  bowels 
well  puived  the  whole  time.  Some  prefer 
fomentanons  and  others  bliften;  p«riiaps, 
it  is  not  a  matter  of  importance  which  yori 
apply  i  but  if  you  have  bled  as  mucli  as 
ou  dare,  and  still  want  to  do  more,  then 
listers  will  be  the  gftat  point  uf  treat- 
ment. Some  have  recommended  the  ex- 
temal  application  of  cold  to  the  abdomen 
in  such  acase,but  I  have  never  emphiyed  it. 

In  that  form  of  the  disease  wliieli  occurs 
in  connexion  with  pregnancy  or  the  puer- 
peral state,  it  is  fonnd  that  a  great  variety 
of  treatment  is  necessary.  You  may  have 
cases  where  there  is  active  infiammatinn 
demanding  vigorous  antiphlogistic  treat- 
mentfSOcb  as  iMva  now  mentioned;  where- 
as,  in  others,  the  very  utmost  that  can  bo 
borne  is  the  aoplioition  of  leeches.  Pa- 
tients aire  aeisea  with  more  or  less  pain  in 
the  abdomen,  but  you  find  that  the  (lulse 
is  feeble;  and  if  you  bleed  them,  they  will 
certainly  sink  so  much  the  sooner;  and, 
therefore,  all  voa  eaa  do  is  to  apply  a  few 
lecehf^.  to  ir!ve  a  moder«te  quantity  «if 
mercur^',  aud  exhibit  opium  lieciy.  Si> 
slight  IS  the  inflammation  in  some  of 
these  ease*,  and  so  great  the  loss  of 
power,  that  alter  death  the  peritoneum  is 
not  found  red,  bat  rather  pale,  and  it 
will  have  lying  up»»n  it  a  very  snft 
lymph,  shewing  that  there  wr»  an  inflam- 
luatory  state,  but  that  it  was  attended 
with  extreme  wt  akness.  Where  you  find 
that  the  pulse  is  ftv>>>]e,  and  the  patient's 
countenance  cxpre&uve  of  great  debiiitv, 
opinm  is  1^  flur  more  suitable  than  bleed, 
ing;  but  if  the  tenderness  seem  to  indicate 
bleeding,  a  few  leeches  would  be  all  that 
was  proper.  In  sacii  a  ease  as  this,  purg- 
ing even  has  l>cen  found  to  be  too  severe  a 
measure  ;  but  there  rnn  be  no  objection  to 
a  moderate  quantity  ol  mercury,  but  such 
a  preparation  as'  will  not  pniducc  an 
affection  of  the  bowels  —  for  in<itunce, 
hydraiv  c  crcta.  The  application,  tw,  of 
warm  in  and  moistore  will  be  found  verr 

.senic<'able.  Dr.  fJooeh,  who  has  -ivrll 
treated  ou  the  subject,  us  far  as  I  can  ob- 
serve, strongly  recommends  tlie  applica- 
tion of  bran,  moistened  with  hot  water, 
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ar^l  placed  hct%veen  two  jiieces  of  linen. 
A  brau  poulUce  appeun*  to  alfonl  rery 
gnat  relief. 

You  ?cr,  thprcfon",  that  the  jirritoncttm 
maj  occasionally  be  in  an  intlaiuniatorj 
tiate,  Init  attended  with  rach  axtrane 
w«dtnt"s  that  the  common  remedies  for 
inflammation  can  hardijr  be  put  into  prac- 
tice. TlileiflaoaiewliatuialogoTistoWfaatI 
ai»idoiied  respecting  hydrocephalus— that 
nccasionnlly  children  have  all  the  marks  of 
that  complaint, and) et  no  siaus  of  iiiUam- 
flMtiooareobservedafterdeato.  Intbaeaee, 
howerer,  before  us,  the  membrane  is  in- 
flamed, bnt  the  debility  is  out  of  ail  pro. 
portiofi  (o  the  iaflammatloii.  Yon  per> 
ceive  that  the  ircntnif  nt  i  f  prritonitis con- 
nected with  the  puerperal  state,  eepecially 
after  delivery,  requires  to  bo  nraeh  varied. 

CHRONIC  rr.UITOMTlS. 

Symptoau. — 1  uliainmation  uf  the  perito- 
neum  is  very  frequently  a  chronic  affec- 
tion, and  in  that  co-se  there  is  pain  on 
pressure — that  is  to  saVf  there  is  tender- 
ness, and  likewiae  priecing  pain.  There 
is  almost  nlwnys  a  feelinjc  f)f  tension,  and 
sometimes  that  is  niorecomphuned  of  than 
the  pain  itself,  but  tliere  is  not  necessarily 
■ay  tension  to  be  discovefed,  for  some- 
tlttes  the  integument*!  are  qnite  flexible. 
Of  eonrse  there  is  pyrexia.  The  puke  incon- 
stantly qnl«k ;  tneto  is  more  or  less  thirst ; 
the  skin  L'eneJrally  more  or  ?<  ss  dry;  the 
tongtie  i»  foul,  and  either  white  or  yellow 
towards  (be  baokj  the  breath,  too,  in  this 
disease  is  very  frequently  fretid;  the  face 
sometimes  assumes  a  doughy  aspect;  the 
bowels  generally  are  torpid,  and  frequently 
diere  is  ascites,  from  the  chronic  inflam- 
mation of  the  membrane  rnu^inirnn  exre«. 
sive  secretion.  As  the  inMammatiuu  i>  ui 
s  chronic  character,  of  oonrse  ynn  may 
presume  that  the  body  wnfti  '  Tin-  in 
temal  functions  are  ver^  mueii  deranged. 
The  stools  are  very  copious,  and  generally 
of  a  u  liile  brownish  colour,  not  being  so 
fully  imurcgnuted  witli  bile  as  they  should 
be;  and  the  mesenteric  glands  are  fire, 
quently  diseased.  In  fact,  for  the  most 
part,  when  chronic  peritonitis  occurs  in 
young  persons  it  is  a  sernfulous  disease, 
and  to  conneeted  with  more  or  le«itfliBe> 
lion  of  the  mescnterie  f;land«-. 

Morbid  Appettranees,.—Aiter  death  you 
narflnd  exoeiil?e  redncee  and  tbiclcMss 
nf  th p  m  ( m  brane,  and  aa  efliisloD  of  seram 
and  fibrin. 

TVaatment.— -The  treatment  of  the  disease 
consists  in  the  fivqaent  ;ii<j)lication  of 
leeches;  the  freqnctit  hm-  ihe  warm 
bath,  general  or  i>artml;  wunu  applica- 
tions, such  as  the  bran-poultice  I  mention* 
ed,  applitd  constantly  day  and  niuht.  or, 
as  some  have  recommended,  cold  applica- 


tion, frequeut  bliiiUrs.  and  a  rctrnlar  purg. 
ing  with  calomel.  The  cod  leu  t&  of  the  in- 
testines are  very  abundant.  Of  course  tilo 
diet  should  be  mild.  If  there  be  no  very 
great  excitement,  you  may,  after  the  dis- 
ease  has  lasted  soma  time,  try  mild  tonics 
—  the  mildest  fonn  of  in>n;  but  during 
the  arcater  period  of  the  disease,  antiphlo- 
giUie  measnrss,  mildly  carried  on,  is  the 
pfofemble  mode  of  treatment. 

■Srrafuhui  Enlarprweitt  of  tht  Mesentfrie 
Glaiuli. — If  with  tliis  disease  the  me- 
senteric glands  are  enlar^u-d,  (or  if,  in- 
deed, they  are  enlartyed  wittioot  this 
affection)  you  xnar  or  you  may  not, 
have  a  tumor.  Tiie  meMmterie  gUmds 
are  frequently  much  diseased  with- 
out producing  a  tumor,  yet  they  are 
sometimes  so  dlfeaeed  that  von  And  a  gene, 
ral  hardening  of  the  abdomen.  When 
pefttonitis  exists,  in  the  greater  number  of 
cases  you  can  only  infer  disease  of  the  me- 
senteric glands  from  the  scrofUlone  Ut&k  of 
the  patient,  from  his  wasting  away,  and 
from  there  being  something  more  than 
chronic  inflammation  of  tiie  peritonevm 
can  produce.  When  there  is  tiim>  faction 
from  disease  of  the  mesenteric  glands,  a 
great  deal  of  It  isi>eqnently  flatulence,  so 
that  if  yon  strike  with  the  fingers,  you  hare 
a  very  considemble  sound.  Sometimes 
tuherciiiar  substauce  is  deposited  in  the 
peritoneum  itself,  so  that  besides  chronic- 
peritonitis,  y«ni  l);\vc  trrnfiilii  nf  ihe  ])eri. 
tonetmi.  It  ii>  by  no  mcan.s  ca'-y  to  make 
oat  the  ezaet  nature  of  such  a  case  as  tbla 
It  is  pretty  clear  that  there  is  peritonitis, 
and  that  there  is  likewise  scrofula;  but 
whether  there  are  tomors  or  not,  or  whc 
ther  the  disease  affects  the  mesenteric 
jrlands,  or  the  peritoneum  itself,  is  not 
always  au  easy  matter  to  decide,  nor  is  it 
of  any  oonsequccee. 

Sinnp^o'fi:'. — Occasionally  the  mesentrrir 

glands  acquire  a  very  large  size,  and  betore 
kat  there  Is  a  grnit  sense  ot  dragging  in 
some  {iarti<  ular  direction.  Tn  those  c:u>es 
which  are  very  bad,  and  where  tliere  is 
«m)fola  in  the  abdomen  as  well,  there  is 
great  emadatitm ;  saUowness  of  the  com- 
plexion, sometimes  a  sort  of  marble  white; 
a  hectic  flush  ou  ttie  cheek,  at  any  rate  at 
certain  parts  of  the  day;  and  the  eyet 
hiok  clear  and  glazed.  Occasionally,  in 
the  course  of  the  day,  there  is  deep  ian« 
dnating  pain  in  some  parts  of  the  ibdo. 
men.  The  stools  are  gr  i' i all \  al)undant, 
foul,  frothy,  and  im)>erfecLiy  tinged  with 
bile.  Occasionally  there  is  great  distur- 
bance of  the  stomach,  so  that  patients  com' 
plain  of  a  btimini?  sen?«ation  in  thatoivan. 
The  lips  frequently  swell,  are  of  a  deep 
red  coloor,  and  «rack,  tnm  ulceration  In 
the  comers.  Of  rmirse  there  is  feverishness. 
Although  the  pulse  is  constantly  quick,  yet^ 
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there  are  exacerbatioiit.  Wben  the  pa. 
tient  does  not  sweat  on  falling  adeep^  the 
skin  is  freqwciitly  qnito  dry.  The  emacia- 
tion in  these  cases  is  oflcii  extreme,  and 
yon  freuuentlj  see  the  ends  of  the  fingers 
enlargen,  exiictly  as  in  phthihi-;. 

These  are  the  general  symptoms  of  acro- 
ftila  of  the  raesrateric  glandb  and  of  peri* 
tonitb.  The  symptoms  are  always  much 
more  severe,  and  th«'  riiiariatinn  is  greater 
than  in  simple  inflaniniation  of  the  peri- 
toneum, hut  still  it  is  ofti  n  difficult  to  say 
\v1i' tI:- r  the  InttiT  anVc  tioii  exists  ahmc, 
or  whclJier  the  two  complaints  are  united. 
It  is  only  by  Hodiiig  that  tbe  dtsease  is  in* 
veterato,  that  it  will  not  irive  \\t%y  to  com- 
mon antiphlogistic  measures,  that  ynu  at 
last  begin  to  suspect  that  there  mnst  be 
something  more  than  inflammation. 

Occasionnllv  it  is  not  so  much  the  mc 
senteric  as  the  iyiiiphatic  gicuids  that  are 
disnsed,  the  gftads  of  the  loins  partieu- 
larly. 

All  these  aflections  occar  more  fre- 
quently in  children  than  adults,  but  you 

•ee  them  occasionally  in  the  latter. 

If  the  nia'.v  of  tnbcreitlar  substance  be 
very  great,  iL  may  produce  |>tH  uliar  effects^ 
hy*itspicsknre  on  various  parts.  From 
pressure  on  f?M'  ureters,  yon  may  have  more 
or  less  suppreM«i(»n  of  urine ;  by  pressure 
on  Oie  gall  ducts,  you  may  hare  jwindice^ 
and  hy  i»ressure  on  the  pyloris,  you  may 
have  vomiting.  Some  have  supposetl  that 
when  the  tne.senteric  glands  are  enlarged, 
the  emaciation  is  the  consequence  of  the 
chyle  beinp:  interru|>t<'d  iti  its  course;  but 
even  if  the  chyle  be  not  obhtructed,  the  scro- 
falons  disease  it  sn  Adent  ttfaoooant  for  the 
wastini;  of  Uie  body;  in  fact,  some  experi- 
uentors  say  that  they  have  always  found 
an  injection  pass  flreely  tbroagb  the  ab- 
sorbent  glands,  although  they  were  cn> 
larged  in  various  degrees.  Many  have  as< 
serted  this. 

Treatment. -^'SVheB  yoB  tee  a  disease  of 
this  deseri|)ti«m — when  you  suspeet  that, 
besides  chronic  iuflammatioo,  there  must 
be  something  more,  iVom  the  disease  not 
giving  way  to  ordinary  treatment,  to  the 
application  of  moisture,  warmth,  and 
steady  purging,  or  moderate  purging, 
local  bleeding,  and  all  these  things,  it 
may  be  right  to  exhibit  iodine  in  its 
various  forms;  and  if  you  can  discover  a 
tamorin  any  part,  or  any  general  hardness 
of  the  a! iil  nien,  so  as  to  make  it  probable 
that  the  mesenteric  glands  are  enlaiged,  it 
may  be  given  ft-om  the  first  We  sbould 
also  rub  in  iodine  in  the  form  of  hydrio- 
date  of  potass,  as  the  patient  can  bear  it ; 
but  there  is  frequently  too  much  pain  for 
it  to  belmne  at  all.  The  hydriodate  of  pot. 
ass  will  often  be  li  .rrif  ulu-n  the  iodine 
itself  cannot.    Uui  these  arc,  of  course, 


Tery  unsatisfkctory  caaes  to  treat,  and  fre- 
qnenthf  all<that  we  can  do  is  to  send  peo- 
ple front  the  nnliealthy  situation  in  which 
ttiey  mav  ^e^ide,  to  the  fresh  air.  The 
havoc  wikich  is  found  in  these  caaee  ia 
sometimes  drfa^'ful  Von  mny  see  the 
whole  of  the  intestines  glued  together. 
Sometimes  yon  will  see  nleeratioii  of  die 
peritoneum  '  itself,  the  intestines  bdn^ 
sound  within.  Occasionally  the  ulcera* 
tion  makes  the  peritoneum  quite  thin;  it 
even  ulcerates  through,  and  dien  yuu  find 
ule»^r;itioii  of  tli  '  ii  tf^tiiif  rhri>Tiip 
ioliauiniation  ot  liic  uiucuus  membrane  of 
the  intestines  and  the  lacteal  glands,  and 
frequently  the  lumbar  and  dorsal  ulands 
are  all  in  a  state  of  enlargement  and  sup. 
pnration ;  so  that  thaia  is  extreme  suffer- 
ing and  the  most  dedded  beetle  before 
death,  riTul  after  it  yon  certainly  have  the 
must  tiii;iiUul  spectacle  that  can  be  seen 
in  morbid  anatomy.  This  is  entirely  • 
•crofalona  aAction, 

Sometimes,  although  the  chronic indani* 
mation  of  thf  y>eriton»nim  is  very  inconsi- 
derable, yet  tin-  ellusi(»n  is  exceedingly 
great;  and  sometimes  indeed  there' is 
scarcely  any  mark  of  inflnmmation  to  be 
found,  but  you  have  a  structural  change  ef 
the  peritoneum,  and  a  great  deposition  of 
water.  The  peritoneum  hecouu-R  thick, 
and  assumes  a  satin  whiteness ;  in  fact,  it 
looks  like  a  piece  of  satin  ribbon,  so  that 
yon  may  doubt  whether  tou  can  call  it  in- 
flammation or  not,  but  U  is  of  an  inflnm- 
matory  nature.  When  this  efl'usion  is  very 
considerable,  we  call  the  disease  mseitea. 

Causes. — When  as*  ites  is  not  the  result 
of  acute  or  decided  inflammation,  you  will 
find  in  most  cases  ^at  there  are  nurlts  of 
structural  c4iangc;  and  some  ascribe  it  to 
dise;i^e  nf  the  liver — so  frequently  is  that 
oruau  iilleeted  at  the  same  time.  Where, 
howi  vcr,  the  peritoneum  is  diseased,  yon 
will  find  thnf  y>*triion  covering  the  liver 
verv  thick,  uuite  white,  andopaoue;  and 
I  oo  not  bdieve  that  ascites  anses  from 
disease  of  the  liver,  but  from  a  *truetunil 
change  in  the  peritoneum  itself.  Some 
ascribe  it  to  an  obstruction  in  the  liver  or 
spleen.  obstruction  in  those  orgaiis 
may  exist;  but  if  it  arose  frtmx  that  sniiroe, 
it  is  very  odd  that  we  do  not  liud  ail  tlie 
veins  enlaiged,  very  odd  that  there  is  no 
efTnsion  into  the  intestines,  a  varicose 
state  of  ail  the  veins,  and  things  of  that 
description,  f  have  sel^Mn  opened  a  case 
of  ascites  in  which  the  liver  was  not  dis- 
eased ill  some  part  or  other. 

5vinp/<wu.— Droj>sy  of  the  peritoneum  is 
characterized  by  a  fluctuating  and  elastie 
equable  tnrnc  fnc  tion  of  tlic  abdomen.  At 
first  it  only  lucunveuicnccs  a  patient  when 
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lie  is  sitting  upright,  and  fluctuation  is 
discovered  only  at  a  oertitin  point ;  but  as 
the  <lisoas<>  extwda  the  Umiefactioii  be. 
comes  universal. 

The  best  mode  of  discovering  the  flocto. 
atinn  i»  to  plai-e  the  hand  a^iuKt  one  ]nirt 
of  the  alMlomcn,  and  then  give  a  gentle-  tap 
with  the  fingers  on  another.  Occasionally 
t2ie  intcouments  or  the  peritoneum  are 
TCfT  much  thickened,  and  it  is  nccp«.«!nry 
to  give  a  good  sharp  tap;  but  fur  the  wosit 
part  a  verr  gentle  tap  will  lead  you  to  feel 
the  flvictuatioTi.  Yon  will  sometimes  not 
find  the  fluctuaiiou  throogbuut,  and  occa 
alonallythe  peritoneum  differs  in  thick- 
ness at  varitms  parts,  so  that  it  is  necessary 
to  tap  from  abore  downwards,  and  in 
variolic  ways. 

ThcR'  is  in  general,  of  course,  as  in  mor;t 
otlit  r  (Irupsies,  very  little  urine;  but  how. 
ever  much  the  abdomen  may  be  dbtended, 
theie  ia  gmwally  little  dyspmea  ao  long 
as  the  (  hest  remains  free:  so  Ions*  m  there 
is  nut  disease  of  the  heart,  or  pleuritis,  or 
bronehitit.  it  ie  aiirpriung  how  well  pa- 
xienu  will  bteatbe  with  a  veqF  laige  ab- 
domen. 

The  tumefaction  begins  of  course  in  the 
lowest  part,  and  gradually  ascendji  till  the 
whole  abdomen  isdisteiuled  with  it. 

Prognoiit. — If  the  disease  be  Uit  mere  ef- 
fect of  acute  inflammation,  subdue  that, 
atnl  the  dropsy  will  cease;  hut  whvu  it 
does  not  arise  from  that  source,  or  is  not 
the  reauh  of  any  diacorerable  influnma- 
tion,  the  prognosis  is  generally  bad,  and 
more  es|M.>ciaUy  if  you  can  discover  disease 
of  any  of  the  abdominal  viscera. 

I'n>;:iisy. — This  affection  after  a  time  is 
followed  by  uedema  of  the  legs ;  but  Kome- 
times  the  latter  begins  first,  and  the  ascites 
b  notliing  more  than  the  result  of  a  gene- 
ral t;  TifU  iu  V  of  the  ccllul:ir  nicmhrane  of 
the  UiNly,  ajnd  the  serous  luembranes.  to 
aecrele  fluid.  But  where  there  is  not  thia 
general  di«.position  to  dropsy,  and  its  oc- 
currence in  the  abdomen  is  a  local  disease, 
the  legs  swell  last,  and  frequently  this  doee 
not  take  place  for  a  length  of  time.  You 
rccoUict  thut  Shukspiare  describes  l-'ul- 
hiiitt  us  haviuj^  a  decrease  of  the  legs  and 
an  inercase  of  the  bcll> . 

Qualities  of  the  r  ^  — Thr  fluid  that  you 
find  after  ^eaU),  or  h  hieh  you  let  out,  is 
generally  yellow  and  glntinotuh  and  the 
longer  tin-  disease  la-sts,  and  the  more  fre- 
j|UVQt  the  patient  is  attacked,  the  darker 
It  generally  becomes,  and  the  wone  be- 
comes the  case  itself,,  bteause  the  pi  rito- 
neurn  falls  more  or  \oss  into  disease,  and 
perhap!>  btx'onieji  quite  sofL 

rrsafmsMf.— The  treatment  of  the  disease 
must  depend  in  the  fir>^T  j  lnce  as  to  whe 
Lher  there  is  any  infiaiuuuiiiun  or  not.  If 
yon  discover  inflammation,  gcneially  h^tealc* 


ing,  ^ou  liave  merely  to  treat  that;  hut  if 
yonlindno  inlliiiuination  at  all,  simply  a 
swrllinsjf  oJ'  tin-  alxlnuien.  yon  will  IVc- 
queiitly  get  rid  ot  it  by  purging  thepaUent 
briskly  with  elaterium,  or  any  hydragogue 
]>ur'.^iiii\e,  sucli  as  jalaj>  or  in  ain  of  tartar; 
but  better  than  ail  other  things  is  elate- 
rium, and  patients  wiU  take  tliis  for  a 
considerable  time,  every  day,  or  every  other 
day.  It  is  nccesviirv,  however,  to  begin 
tile  do.se  very  eureluiiy.  lur  one  perstm  will 
not  bear  above  a  quarter  of  a  grain,  where- 
as I  have  ^iven  others  firi  *<r  ^ix  'j^rniiis. 
Much  depends  upon  the  preparaiiuu :  no< 
thing  is  more  amillsratea  than  elaterinm. 
Some  houses  prepare  it  very  carefully,  and 
some  very  badly;  but  when  you  have  a 
fairish  preparation,  you  should  give  a 
quarter  of  a  grain,  and  ascertain  how  fkr 
it  and  the  person  to  whom  you  i^nve  it 
agree  together.  If  you  give  a  gnuu  ut  iirst, 
it  may  produce  sncb  violent  vomiting  and 
puri^incr  ns  to  cau»c  great  di^^^trfs*^  Some 

Satients  will  boar  the  dot>e  increased  to 
ve  irrains,  but  generally  the  average  quan. 
tity  IS  from  half  a  Kraiii  to  a  grain  and  a 
half.  While  you  exhibit  this  every  day, 
or  every  other  day,  it  wiU  be  good  prac^ 
tice  to  support  the  ])atient  with  wine,  so 
that  \\1(i!i*  \<>n  flrnni  him  well  you  make 
him  s<jme  >ori  «il  ameuds  for  it.  It  is  as- 
tonishing how  much  fluid  may  he  got 
aw  ay  ;  uiid  wbilo  there  is  no  rule  for  tlio 
do.5e,  yet  the  object  is  tu  discbaiveasmuch 
liquid  Aom  the  alimentary  canal  as  poitt* 
ble,  according  U)  the  ))iiticntN  ^treiiu^h. 

Purgatives  ace  certainly  among  the  best 
means  von  can  employ:  neither  leeches 
nor  the  application  of  blisters  do  modi 
pood.  If  you  can  find  that  there  is  organic 
disi  :use  of  any  sort,  \ou  umy  give  mercniy, 
iodine,  and  tbin^'s  of  that  description ;  bat 
freqiicnlly  with  all  tlu  M-  vu  do  not  suc- 
ceed, and  you  are  ohligi-d  to  tap  the  pa- 
tient I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any 
harm  in  taj>i)ini!'  t  arly  ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, it  may  be  of  great  use  in  preventing 
tlie  ports  from  l)ccom ing  so  stretched  that 
tliey  wiU  not  contract  again.  Others  have 
thctught  the  snrae,  but  I  have  not  a  series 
t>f  cases  treated  on  each  plan.  It  is  a  fact 
wltb  respect  to  dropsy  of  the  ovaries,  that 
the  more  yon  tap,  the  mor?  harm  yon  (}<\ 
The  sooner  you  tap  the  paticnLthe  si>oiier 
must  she  tie  tapped  again.  There  b  no 
doubt  hut  that  in  ovarian  dropsy,  the 
greater  the  lengtli  of  time  you  can  post- 
pone the  operation,  the  longer  you  may 
still  put  it  off;  but  this  is  not  the  case  in 
drop'-y  of  the  peritoneum. 

li  yttu  choose  to  treat  the  disease  with 
diuretics,  which  is  frequently  a  good 
pmetire,  squills,  digitalis,  an<i  mercury, 
answer  exeec'lingly  well.  This  is  not  so 
certain  a  practice  as  treating  the  ewe  by 
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hvdragoKues,  which  are  also  diuretics^  but 
ixyon  adopt  it  von  will  frequently  find  that 
thn  kidneys  will  not  act,  and  yet  if  you  tap 
the  patient  they  will  act  diiectlj.  It  ii 
coinmon,  when  die  abdomen  It  in  a  state 
of  great  distention,  for  the  kidneys  to  re- 
fuse to  secrete,  but  if  you  take  off  the 
teii&ioii  tiie  patient  will  make  a  threat 
quantity  of  water.  You  will  obM  rvc  this 
whether  patients  are  taking  (iiuretics  or 
not.  It  is  always  an  useful  plan,  when 
tiie  water  is  diminishing,  to  have  the  abdo. 
men  well  bandaged,  or  to  have  a  tliin  belt, 
producing  equal  pressure  throughout. 
You  will  iind  this  apparently  of  very 
great  nse. 

As  to  the  mode  of  operating,  nvt]  the 
part  to  be  selected  for  the  purposii,  1  need 
not  say  any  thing  on  that  subject  It 
would  no  wL'll,]ii>wevcr,  bcfiTf  yon  propose 
the  operation  to  a  surgeon^  carefully  to  as- 
certain whether  the  disease  exists— to  as- 
eertaint  not  merely  that  there  is  fluctua- 
tion, but  fluctuation  from  a  collection  of 
water  in  the  peritoneum ;  because  the 
vrlnary  bladder  will  occasionally  become 
rnonnously  distended.  I  have  seen  it  so 
distended  that  the  person  has  been  sup- 
posed to  hare  ascites,  but  on  drawing  off 
the  iirino  the  ascites  entirely  disappeared. 

'l'hi«i  disease  sometimes  co  exists  with 
j>regnancy,  and  pregnant  women  hare 
been  tapped  for  ascites  with  success. 
Sometimes  it  will  ro  exist  wifb  n  <liseased 
ovary.  I  have  known  instances  w  here  the 
orary  was  aa  large  a*  a  cbtld^t  head»  and, 
in  skddition  to  that,  tbete  was  ascites  all 
around  it 

Organic  JHiia$e$  of  the  Peritmtun. 

The  peritoneum  is  subject  to  some  other 
diseases — such  as  scirrhous  tumors,  subject 
to  become  cartilaginouR,  to  become  bony, 
to  have  fatty  tumors  deposited  in  it,  and 
hydatids}  and  the  some  applies  to  the 
omentum. 

The  lymphatic  glands  within  the  abdo- 
men,  besides  being  subject  to  the  disease 
I  hare  mentioned  (scroibla),  are  some- 
times  found  after  death  to  become  indu- 
rated, almost  changed  to  cartilage,  and  to 
have  suppurated,  independently  of  all 
seroflilar-to  hare  pns  collected  in  them, 
in  a  small  qtiantity,  ^r  in  flmps.  These 
glands  are  also  subject  to  melanosis— sub- 
jeet  to  scirrhtts,  and  to  the  formation  of 
earthy  connexions;  and  so  likrwivp  are  the 
mcsenterieglands,  butyou  cannot  make  out 
the  real  nature  of  the  affection  till  after 
death.  When  the  inner  surface  of  tlie  in- 
testiiies  is  much  diseased,  yon  are  almost 
sure  lu  find  the  mesenteric  glands  also  af- 
ftcted.  When  there  is  scirrbus,  or  cancer 
of  the  jntf  '.tinr?,  rill  the  neijfhbnririncf 
glands,  tiie  lacteaia  and  the  absorbents. 


arc  commonly  enlarged,  and  are  labouring 
under  the  same  disease ;  but  you  cannot 

discover  this  during  life,  except  bv  chailCtt 
some  particular  tumor  is  produced. 

The  peritoneum  Is  likewise  subject  to 
the  formation  of  cysts;  at  least  the  sub. 
eellolnr  membrane.  Occasionally  cysts  are 
found  in  other  organs,  which  project  into 
the  peritoneum:  sometimes  the  ovariee 
will  become  dn)psical,  cysts  are  formed  in 
them  :  occasionally  laige  cysts  are  at- 
tached to  the  eoneare  swmee  of  the  lifer, 
sonu'time.s  to  the  centre,  and  in  other  in- 
stances to  the  siiic ;  so  that,  besides  gene- 
ral dropsy  of  the  peritoneum,  you  fre- 
quently have  large  serous  eysts.  In  these 
ca«cs  the  tumor  is  not  general,  but  local- 
docs  not  occur  at  the  lower  part  particu- 
larly, but  may  take  place  any  whem  In  the 
abdominal  re^;i<>n.  Tt  tisually  occurs  at 
one  side,  in  the  first  instance,  and  arises 
from  the  oraiia.  You  wOI  find  tiiat  the 
fluctuation  is  local.  Though  the  tumor 
most  frequently  arises  from  the  oraria,  yet 
I  have  seen  a  large  cyst  at  the  epigastrium 
attached  to  the  liver.  Now  and  then 
there  are  small  cysts  at';\rhrd  ttt  the 
spleen,  and  at  last  the  tumor  become 
so  excessirely  lai^  that  It  is  imjtosslbleto 
say  whether  there  is  ascites  or  not ;  iho 
whole  peritoneum  w  ill  become  filled.  So 
again,  with  respect  to  the  ovaries;  yon 
may  not  be  able  to  say  whether  thcvs  is 
oraiian  dropsy  or  not 

OJ'ARJAX  DROPSY. 

It  is  surprising  to  sec  bow  much 
water  is  sometimes  colleeted  In  cases  of 
ovarian  dropsy.    1  once  saw  an  old 

woman  who  had  had  the  disease  many 
years,  and  never  would  be  tapped.  Shie 
was  an  immense  siae,  and  at  last  g^rew 
so  big  that  a  certain  quantity  of  water 
was  let  out,  and  we  found  that  it 
amounted  to  eighty-four  pints.  The  dia- 
phraijni  had  been  pushed  up  f^i  tf;<  rurth 
rib,  the  chest  was  exceedingly  small,  but 
the  size  of  the  abdomen  was  immense. 
That,  however,  was  nothing  to  what  other 
people  have  seen.  Mr  (  bevaliersavs  that 
ne  once  saw  one  hundred  and  thirty-six 
pints  removed,  all  of  %vliich  roust  have 
existed  at  oaoe*  You  will  find  the  ease  in 
the  third  folnme  of  the  Medico- Cliiniigi- 
cal  Truisaetlons.  Tt  was  drawn  off  at 
three  or  four  times.  The  health  in  these 
irMtances  is  not  afl'ected,  as  in  dropsy  of 
the  peritoneum,  so  that  a  woman  at 
Paris  lived  to  be  tapped  three  hundnd 
times  Another  woman  was  tapped  one 
hundred  and  fifty-four  times,  and  in  the 
course  of  this  she  bad  three  children,  and 
was  tapped  two  or  three  times  durinp:  each 
pregnancy,  so  that  she  lost  no  time,  bat 
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went  on  bearing  diildhtt  nnd  bearing' 
water.  At  least  twenty  pints  were  re- 
Bored  at  each  time,  and  she  was  tapped 
at  Tarious  periods  during  twenty  years. 
Then  is  another  ease  wboanxthmnand 
six  Iniiidrrd  and  thirty-one  pints  were 
taken  away,  it  was  not  all  removed  at 
cooe,  bat  orawB  off  at  eighty  operations, 
performed  in  the  course  of  twenty-five 
years — women  sometimes  live  so  long  in 
this  affection.  I  suppose  they  kept  a  very 
accurate  account.  In  one  year  this  woman 
had  four  hundred  and  ninety  five  pints 
taken  away.  The  case  is  mentioned  by 
Dr.  MortiBier,  in  the  Pliiloiopliical  Tram, 
actions.  There  is  an  account,  by  a 
cdebrated  French  sui;geon,  of  a  case 
when  four  hondred  and  twenty-seren 
pints  wen  taken  away  in  ten  months.  A 
case  is  mentioned  by  Mr.  Cumitlicrs,  in 
his  work  on  Inflammation,  where  a  woman 
was  tapped  nineteen  times  in  tliree  years. 
A  German  author  mentions  an  instance 
where  a  person  was  tapped  one  hundred 
and  forty.tbree  timee.  Only  two  yean 
ago,  an  advertisement  appeared  of  a  woman 
who  wished  people  to  go  and  see  her,  (and 
pay  for  it,  1  presume)  who  stated  that  tlie 
had  been  tapped  one  hundred  and  twelve 
times,  and  liad  had  two  thousand  ci<,'ht 
hundred  and  eighly-tiu;lit  pints  taken  iiwuy 
from  her.  She  came  from  Chepstow.  1 
had  not  time  to  see  her,  but  she  had  the 
certificate  of  a  medical  man,  stating  that 
he  had  performed  one  handled  and  tweWe 
operations,  and  had  removed  two  thousand 
citfht  hundred  and  eighty-eight  pints. 
Whether  the  case  is  true  or  not  is  of  no 
consequence,  because  no  doubt  great  (quan- 
tities have  been  taken  away.  It  is  no 
matter  whether  exactly  six  thousand  six 
hundred  and  thirty-one  pints  were  drawn 
tiff ;  five  tliousand  will  do  very  well  to  illus- 
trate the  ioct  that  people  in  this  disease 
will  Ure  Terjr  lon^,  snffer  an  immense 
secretion  of  water,  and  bear  the  operation 
of  tapping  in  this  extraordinary  form. 
^  Qmaiiiy  t^'  the  F/uid.— The  fluid  in  ova- 
rian drupsy  is  freqaentlv  exceedingly 
greasy,  so  tliat  you  will  find  on  the  surface 
a  quantity  of  irredesceut,  or  at  least  whitish 
shining  snbstanee,  which,  if  nibbed  in  the 
fingers,  will  form  an  unctuous  mass.  I 
have  collected  it,  and  found  that  it  would 
melt  and  barn  like  any  wax^  matter;  it 
emits  a  bright  flame,  and  is  insoluble  in 
water.  Dr.  Uostoek  mentions  in  the  15th 
▼ol.  of  the  Medico  Chirurgical  Transite- 
tions,  that  in  a  ease  of  ver}'  old  hydrocele 
ho  found  the  scnnn  mixed  w  ith  a  portion 
of  this  unctuous  substance.  He  eonet  ives 
it  to  nsolt  firom  a  diange  which  the  fluid 
has  undergone  subsequently  to  its  original 
deposition:  in  order,  however,  for  that  to 
have  taken  place,  it  most  have  been  of  veiy 
long  standing.  He  found  it  to  be  analogous 


to  that  greasy  unctoous  matter  which  is 

called adipiicirt.  Hetermsitalbumino-scxons 
matter,  and  says  it  is* distinct  from  eholes- 
terine  :  it  is  not  the  same  as  that  which  is 
found  in  the  liver,  the  urine,  and  certain 
biliary  calculi,  though  it  is  of  an  analo- 
gous nature.  Something  like  this  has 
sometimes  been  found  in  ue  thyroid  gland, 
and  in  the  fluid  of  various  tumors.  You 
will  find  some  chemical  observations  upon 
it  in  the  volume  to  which  I  have  refernd. 

Drojtsy  of  the  Fullopia>L-Tubt$. — Occasion- 
ally you  will  have  what  perhaps  may  be, 
and  sometimes  is,  called  encysted  dropsy 
of  the  abdomen,  arising  from  a  fallopian 
tube  being  closed  at  eacn  end,  and  a  great 
quantity  of  fluid  being  amassed  within. 

TVsBfuieiii.— Now  in  dropsy  of  Ae  ova- 
rium  I  should  certainly  make  it  a  rule  to 
defer  the  «»peration  of  tapping  as  long  as 
possible:  first,  for  the  reason  I  mentioned 
before,  that  it  is  a  fact,  that  when  yo« 
have  once  tapped  a  patie!it.  she  soon  re- 
quires to  be  tapped  again,  (and  lhii>  is  a 
common  opinion  among  the  vulgar;)  and, 
secondly,  because,  although  in  an  early 
period  of  tlie  disease,  there  may  be  many 
cysts,  yet  in  general  thcj  ultimately  open 
into  each  other,  so  that  ^ou  have  only  one 
great  cavity.  Hence,  if  vou  tap  early, 
you  most  probably  draw  off  only  a  portion 
of  the  fluid  by  the  opi -ration,  the  cysts 
be  ing  distinct,  not  freely  in  contact  with 
each  other. 

In  these  cases  the  only  remedies  that  I 
am  aware  are  of  any  use  are  iodine,  and 
sometimes  mercui^.  indeed,  the  best 
practice  in  cases  of  encysted  dropsy  of  the 
ovaria  is  to  support  the  patient's  strragth. 
to  put  ofl"  tapping  as  long  as  you  can,  and 
give  no  medicine  whatever  except  it  be 
iodine.  It  is  in  rain  by  diuretics  to  at* 
tempt  to  excite  absorption,  and  by  pure;- 
ing  you  will  only  nauseate  the  stomach, 
ana  take  away  the  appetite. 

T  liivc  seen  cases  of  encysted  dropsy  of 
otlur  ])nrts  of  the  abdomen  apparently 
yield  to  ilie  free  exhibition  of  iodine  inter- 
nally, and  its  application  extenmlly,  and  I 
have  seen  it  succeed  partially  in  dropsy  of 
the  ovarium.  I  have  fancied  that  the 
power  of  these  ramedies  has  been  increased 
in  a  trifling  degree  by  combining  them 
with  mercury. 

Ver^  often  when  an  ovarium  is  enlarged 
there  is  no  fluctuation  for  a  length  of  time 
to  be  found ;  the  walls  arc  solid,  solid  sub> 
stance  is  deposited,  and  it  is  not  till  the 
fluid  has  aceunrawtcd  lo  a  considerable 
extent  that  \ou  can  discover  fluctuation. 
Encysted  tumors  of  tlie  abdomen,  espe- 
cially in  young  women,  arc  partly  soUfl 
and  partly  fluid;  and  occasionally,  if  yon 
M|uccze  the  part,  you  find  small  moveable 
tumon,  having  portions  of  cartilage  some* 
times  depoeited,  and  in  some  cases  fon 
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fiiui  b^tiaiids  uitliiu.  I  had  a  case  in 
1898  in  which  then  wu  «  tmnor  of  tfai» 

description,  an''  ^vhi,  !,  I  concluded  was  a 
tumor  of  the  ovarium.  Fioctaation  was 
not  very  apparent,  but  still  there  was 
fluctuation.  I  was  giving  this  patient 
considerable  d«>scs  of  calomel  on  account 
of  there  being  a  large  quantity  of  solid 
mkbstmce^afrfunntlv  (f  fancied  there  mifht 
Ix',  as  «  r1!  II-  a  collection  of  fluid)  nf  vcrv 
great  hartliK-.HS,  when  .she  wvm  seized  witJi 
violeot  Tomitinir  imd  purging.  Whether 
Tfiis  arose  frfun  the  calomel  I  will  not  say, 
but  i>lie  had  been  takint;  it  for  smne  little 
time,  and  with  llie  voiuiling  and  pulling 
there  was  intense  pain.  In  the  ci>urse  of 
one  niu:lit  tlir  tmnor  ctitinly  dioappeared, 
after  luiving  resisted  every  other  means  for 
•ome  monthe.  It  niigfat  be  that  the  tamor 
in  this  rase  had  hurst  into  the  peritoneum, 
that  the  lluid  bad  been  quickly  sucked  up 
by  the  absorbents  of  the  peritoneum,  and 
as  (|uickly  secreted  by  the  vessels  of  the 
kidney  ;  or  it  might  be  that  violent  purer 
iug  being  set  up,  a  great  dischai^e  ttntk 
)>Iace  from  the  intestines,  nnd  the  absor> 
beiita  Went  to  work,  and  redueed  the 
tumor,  iiowcver  that  may  be,  alter  a 
time  the  fluid  re*aeeumntated,  and  the 
tumor  became  as  larije  as  ever,  nnd  that 
al'tcr  no  very  great  lapse  of  time.  One 
would  hardly  sujipose  that  the  absorbents 
within  the  tninor  were  sufficient  to  pro- 
duce Htieh  mpid  a1)sorpfi(m:  it  is  more 
Likely  thut  tiie  tumor  hud  burst  at  some 
other  part.  It  would  appear,  at  leaxt  we 
are  t«dd,  that  occasionally  the  ti  n  1  bus 
lieen  discharged  by  the  vagina— tliat  tumors 
nf  this  kind  have  ruptured  into  the  perito- 
neum, and  the  6mbriated  extremities  of  the 
fallopian  tubes  have  set  to  work,  pumped 
away,  and  poured  the  fluid  into  the  uterun, 
and  thus  It  has  been  discharged.  But 
there  are  several  cnses  on  rmjrd  of  women 
falling  down  with  ovarian  dropsy,  and  be- 
ginning very  soon  to  discharge  a  quantity 
of  water  from  tlie  vagina  till  the  swelling 
had  disappeared.  It  is  dillicult  sometimes 
in  these  cases  to  know  whetfier  the  water 
comes  from  the  vagina  or  the  urethra;  if 
it  com  CI  from  the  fornier,  we  must  suppose 
that  the  tumor  hud  ruptured,  and  that  the 
fallopian  tubt^  had  pumped  up  the  fluid; 
wf)crea-s,  if  it  comes  from  the  latter,  wc 
must  suupuM  that  the  vessels  of  the  peri- 
toneum have  sacked  it  up,  and  then  it  has 
been  re- secreted  by  the  kidney. 

TYMl'AMTJS. 

Occasionally  air  is  collected  in  the  pcri- 
timcum,  and  this  is  one  of  the  diseases 
called  tftmpunitis.  .Sometimes  the  intes. 
tine«<  arc  exeredirtrl v  listended  witli  air, 
•Mi  that  the  person  beeiuues  very  large,  and 
the  tumor  gives  rise  to  a  sound  like  a 


drum,  vvlieiicc  it  is  ealled  tympajiitiH.  But 
more  profierly  speaking,  tympanitis  is  « 
t^rent  r(dlecti<m  of  jiir  in  thi  peritoneum; 
and  I  believe  thii>  usually  takeit  place  from 
an  aaertare  existing  in  tiio  intssliiaaBi  so 
that  It  escapes. 

DISE/tSESOF  J  HE  PANCREAS. 

Having  said  thus  mnoh  nn  diseases  of 
the  peritoneum,  i  shall  speak  of  Uiose  of 
partictilar  organs,  and  first  of  all  of  dis- 

eanes  of  tlie  pancreas. 

The  di'itJisrs  of  the  pancreas  with 
which  vvc  have  to  do  are  all  htrnetural. 
We  do  not  know  what  (if  ther-  lie 
any)  functional  disease  to  wliirh  it  is 
Iraible,  unless  it  be  the  formation  of 
stone.  One  does  not  know  what  oiBce  the 
l»i\nereas  perf  rms  out  of  orderor  in  order : 
we  know  nothing  about  it.  Mo  one  would 
refer  a  symptom  that  he  has  to  mere  func- 
tional disease  of  the  pancreas.  It  is  very 
seldom  tlnit  it  is  the  subject  of  acute  in- 
tlamiuaiion ;  I  never  met  with  such  a 
case  $  but  now  and  then  it  is  disease<l  in  a 
ehronic  manner.  espec  i:\i;\  ^^  hen  there  is 
disease  of  a  neighbouring  organ. 

Dii^jftiorin^The  dlafnoris  of  stractond 
disease  of  the  [  a  ic n  as  niu>t  be  eveei  d- 
inglv  difficult.  Dr.  Pemberton,  in  his 
work  on  Diseases  of  the  Abdominal  Vis- 
cera, says  there  is  deep-seated  pain  in  the 
epigastric  rpj^ion,  espcrially  if  one  hand 
be  placed  at  the  back  and  the  other  on  the 
stomach.  However,  the  pain  may  not  be 
felt,  or  vrni  iii;iy  hnvv  pain  there  from  an 
aft'eetiori  of  the  stomach,  so  that  very  little, 
I  should  concdre,  is  to  be  learned  fltom 
that  He  savs  there  is  more  or  less  sick- 
nesi»,  J37istr*»flynin,  nnd  emaciation,  but  I 
should  think  tliat  in  geuenU  it  must  be  a 
mere  guess,  even  if  the  person  is  right, 
vfirn  ln"  ]iroitf»utTs  tint  the  patient  is 
labouring  under  dii»eai»es  ot  the  uancreas. 

The  most  common  atTcetion  of  this  organ 
is  either  common  iudunition,  or  that  par- 
ticular disease  called  scirrhus.  Dr.  Baillie 
says  that  he  once  saw  an  abscess  in  it,  and 
now  and  then  common  ulceration  is  seen. 
It  is  said  sometimes  to  be  ossified,  some- 
times to  have  hydatids,  sometimes  it  is 
wasted,  and  sometimes  it  is  very  large ;  but 
for  the  most  part  this  on^nn  h' t  found 
diseased  in  dead  bodies,  and  whenever  it 
is,  I  believe  the  disease  has  evidently  boen 
of  a  chronic  form. 

Pauntatie  Calculi. — Now  aud  then  a  cal- 
culus exists  in  the  ducts.  I  opened  a  pa- 
tient not  long  ago,  (I  foifot  what  the 
matter  vvifh  him)  and  wn«  snr]>ri'>"'d  fn 
find  calculi  in  the  paucrcalic  ducU 
The  appeaianoe  was  exactly  the  same  as 
that  given  in  one  of  Dr.  Baillie's  cnirrnv- 
ings.  You  know  that  the  dtut  of  the 
pancreas  mns  the  whole  length  of  tha 
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oixHn  ;  tliut  it  is  fine  at  one  end  and  large 
at  the  other,  and  that  the  ramifieations  of 
it  altogether  look  like  a  foather.  I  believe 
thne  caleuli  are  always  homogeneous,  ojid 
there  mniit  hftve  been  at  least  a  hundred  in 
the  ca«*t  that  I  opened.  The  duet  repre- 
Mfnted  in  l>r.  Haillic's  engraving  has  at 
tained  an  enormous  size.  Thejw;  calculi 
were  analyzed  by  Dr.  W»)llast«»n,  and 
found  to  consist  of  rnrUonntr  nf  lime  in 
the  liumiui  su))je<  t,  and  phubpbate  of  lime 
in  the  ox.  Hut  thene  topics  am  mora  the 
tabject  of  niuri>id  anatomy  than  of  the 
piactict}  ol  medidiM; 

DISEASES  OF  THE  SPLEEN. 

The  next  disease  of  which  1  will  speak 
is  an  afleetioii  of  the  spleen.  We  know 
ntifliin^-  of  disordered  fuvuti  n  nf  the 
s|)U>cn  auy  more  than  of  disordered  Tune- 
tionof  the  hot  structaral  diseases 

of  the  organ,  and  inflanimatifm  of  it,  are 
s«>metime8  exeeedingly  evident;  but,  like 
the  j^creas,  it  is  very  rarely  aflected  with 
acute  inflammation  or  suppuration.  Now 
and  then,  ]u  ix  ritonitis,  that  portion  of 
tlie  uicuibrunc  covi  riug  the  spleen  is  in- 
flamed; bnt,  to  !i|)eak  more  particularly  of 
the  substance  of  the  spleen  itM  If,  inflani- 
matiou  and  suppuration  are  exceedingly 
rare. 

Chronic  Splenitii.  —  Wlicn  it  is  the 
subject  of  chronic  inflammation,  there 
is  pain  in  that  quarter^pain  far  back 
on  the  left  Kide,  higher  than  the  kid- 
ney, but  there  arc  no  symptoms  of 
chronic  inflanimulion  of  tlie  kidney— such 
as  a  retraction  of  the  te>tiele,  pain  down 
the  thii^Ii,  ])atn  in  the  tistirle,  and  an  un- 
natural desire  to  make  uatcr.  There  is 
an  absence  of  the  symptoms  of  inflamma. 
tion  of  the  kidney.  * 

Hjfpertn^jf  «/'  the  SpUen, — It  is  not 
nacoramon  to  seo  this  oi|i;an  enlarged 
after  ague.  V  a  will  recollect  my 
stating  that  this  disease  is  called  ngue. 
cake  by  the  common  pe<»ple,  but  teehui- 
caily  it  is  tern>e«l  hypertropliy  of  tbo 
spleen.  >\  lien  it  is  in  this  state  it  is  geno- 
riilly  harder  than  naturaL  The  si;cc  that 
the  spleen- will  attain  is  very  considerable. 
I  have  seen  it  reaching  the  pdvi^,  and 
extending  Arum  tlie  navel  towards  the 
other  side. 

Diii^itiois — Siz«  th0  Tumor  matt  attain. — 
You  will  easily  distinguish  between  an 
enlargement  of  tliis  organ  and  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  liver,  by  this  dreamstance — 
that,  on  Rpi>lyinif  the  tingrrx.  vmm  tiii«l  the 
edge  is  vertical  i  wbereait,  in  t-u large nie at 
of  the  liver,  you  find  that  the  edge  of  tho 
tumor  iK  hori;<ontul.  It  has  Bomctlmes 
weighed  twelve  pounds.  IIofTman  men- 
tions finding  one  that  weighed  fifteen 


pounds;  and  Morgagoi,  un  second-baud 
informatioh,  mentioi:s  a  case  where  tho 
tumor  weighed  thirty-five  ]>ounds. 

Liability  of  Childrtn  to  it. — This  disease 
will  occur  in  children,  and  I  have  fre> 
qnently  seen  it  in  infants. 

Cfrvsr?  —  Tt  generally  arises  after  ncnic, 
or  afltr  the  patient  has  been  exposed  to 
malaria.  I  met  with  a  singnlar  instance 
of  this  cnlarqrnient  alnrnt  a  year  ago.  A 
woman  bad  two  children,  and  she  herself 
had  had  ague,  but  they  never  had.  I  (Amfc 
she  had  lived  in  an  nvjuish  part  of  the 
country  before  they  were  bom.  One  of 
the  children  had  enlargement  and  indura- 
tion of  the  spleen*  and  died.  After  • 
time,  the  •tome  dispft«e  began  in  another 
child,  and  I  believe  it  is  yoinj;  on  now: 
and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  it  willkill 
it.  On  oppniiii;  the  body  of  the  first,  we 
found  tlie  spleen  enlarged  and  very  bard, 
but  otherwise  the  Btractnre  appeared 
heddiy :  there  wn  no  unnatnml  appear, 
ance  in  it. 

Conttituthital  E^feds.— Patients  in  this 
disease  generally  are  exceedingly  jmlc ; 
the  Uood  is  not  proper  in  equality,  if  it 
be  in  quantity— it  is  deficient  in  fibrin,  and 
deficient  likewise  in  red  particles.  Tlie 
wa«;ting  of  the  body  is  not  in  proportion 
to  the  paleness;  the  patient's  bulk  re- 
mains pretty  good  for  a  long  time,  al* 
thon^-^h  fie  will  Ueeoine  blanolied  -  in  a  slate 
of  anaemia.  Now  and  then  there  is  a 
little  ascites ;  the  peritonenm  covering  tho 
.spleen  becomes  affected  like  the  rest  of 
the  mrinbrane,  and  produces  a  laiger  se- 
cretion than  before. 

Diagno$is.— The  diagnosis  is  very  easy 
loner  He  fore  the  spleen  has  attained  to  a 
lanie  61  ze. 

TVwtinent.— In  regard  to  the  treatment, 

it  \vn  lid  br  merely  that  for  any  chronic  iu- 
llammaliuu,  or  induration.  1  believe  that 
if  the  tumor  attains  any  rery  gmit  sise, 
nothinif  <an  be  done;  but  I  have  dimi< 
nished  it  by  the  administration  of  iodine 
externally  and  internally.  I  have  suc- 
cessful I  v  treated  many  eases  in  this  way, 
bnt  T  bave  seen  others  in  which  treat- 
ment of  thiii  description  faili*<l.  Of 
course,  if  there  be  pain  on  pressure, 
locjil  li'irding,  mercury,  and  the  com- 
mon remedies  fur  iuHammation,  would 
he  proper.  Where  the  disease  has  arisen 
from  malaria,  it  would  certainly  be  well  to 

five  the  sulphate  of  quinine;  because  T 
ave  seen  improvement  take  place  h  here 
the  constitution  hasfloflered  from  malaria, 
and  I  have  nlM>  seen  enlargement  nf  the 
liver  much  (iiminishcd  and  give  way  with 
very  little  other  tmoble.  If,  therefore, 
there  had  been  any  exposure  to  malaria,  i 
should  give  the  remedies  for  ague;  but 
iodine  frequently,  1  know,  has  a  consi* 
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demble  effect  in  dinnnisliing  disemes  of 
thU  description.  Sonic  times  tiiere  is  no 
j)ain  whaterer;  and  there,  of  coune,  you 
wouM  not  thinli  of  applying  leeches  or 
bleeding  the  patient  But  if  there  be  pain 
on  preunre,  local  bleeding  ought  to  be  re> 
sorted  to  In  proportion  to  the  general 
aifpction. 

Imlnratipu  and  softening  <^  the  Spleen. — 
Sometimes,  without  tttf  enlai^ement, 
you  will  find  the  .'^pleen  exeetdinf^ly  hard, 
cutting  exactly  like  lirer ;  and  sometimes, 
on  tlie  other  hand,  U  will  beeome  exceed, 
ingly  soft.  ^\  rv  i  ft  ij,  fn n  you  could 
dieooTOT  BO  particular  ailment  refernble  to 
tiie  abdomen  during  life,  you  find  the 
•plran  soft  If  it  he  not  pretcmaturally 
hurden*»fl,  yon  mny,  by  wnrliinp^  it  up  in 
your  liaud,  bring  it  tu  the  cousislence  of 
currant-jam ;  bat  in  various  diseases  you 
iiiid  that  the  spleen,  on  entting  into  i^  is 
solt. 

AeevmubtHm  ef  JUaod  in  th»  Sptttn*^ 

Thr  N]  Ici  n,  of  course,  sulTers  a  great  ae- 
cumulation  of  blood  when  there  is  any  ob- 
sUmction  to  the  organs  of  respiration.  It 
is  supposed  by  some  that  the  riae  af  the 
spleen  may  depend  very  much  ujmiu  the 
mode  in  which  patients  die.  If  they  die 
after  long-continued  dyspnoea  yon  mav 
find  it  large,  alth(iui:^h, 'during  life,  pren- 
ottsly  it  was  not  so  cnlai^cd. 

TttbtrrUi  of  tf^t  5/>/«ii.  —  Tubercles  of 
various  kinds  are  found  in  the  spleen, 
and  I  met  with  a  singular  instance 
the  otlier  day  uf  a  large  number  of 
TCisels  In  the  spleen  in  a  state  of  oesifiea. 
tion* 

Sfimk  Calculi,  &t\ — Calculi  have  been 
found  in  the  spleen,  and,  as  I  hare 

^ai(l,  ti:bcrcles  of  all  descriptions;  but 
dijicascs  of  this  oiigan  are  not  tery 
a|)parent  unless  the  organ  itsdf  be- 
<'oines  enlarged.  You  know  it  is  said 
that  people  can  do  as  well  without  this 
organ  as  wiili  it;  and  since  the  time  of 
Oalen,  penons  have  amused  themselves 
with  cuttint^  ont  the  sjdeens  of  animals, 
and  have  said  that  they  perceived  no  dif- 
ftraiee  ellerwards.  It  is  s^d  that  the 
spleen,  as  well  as  the  pni  rri  is  has  been 
absent  by  nature;  but  such  things  must 
beeiccedingly  rare. 


CiaS  ILIXtTBATlTB  OF  THE 

QUANTITY  OF  FLUID  SECRETED 
IN  OVARIAN  DROPSY. 


To  ike  Editor  qf  the  Metlictii  Gazette. 
Sib, 

Inn  followiug  case  of  ovarian  dropsy  is 


so  extraordiTi'irv  as  to  tlic  quaiitilj  of 
fluid  secreted  and  removed  by  oj^cration 
within  a  limited  timci  tbat  l  am  induced 
to  request  your  interlion  of  it   I  have, 

indeed,  »;cen  a  larjj-*  r  ^nnntity  rrmorcd 
by  operuliun  at  ouc  time  Uian  in  either 
of  the  operations  performed  in  this, — 
(for  instance,  Mr.  Keate  removed,  at 
St.  Georg'e's  Hospital,  75  pints  from  a 
woman  with  ovarian  drojisy,  leavinjr 
some  solid  tumur  t>till  bcLijid;)  —  aiM 
there  are  also  cases  on  record  of  a  larger 
(jiiaiilitv  of  fluid  having-  been  renmverl 
alf fi|:frtfif  r,  dTinn^f  thr  patient's  lifeti^ne, 
but  1  ikuovv  of  iiont-  ill  which  tl)e  <jtiuii- 
tity  was  so  large  within  a  certain  period, 
nor  have  I  met  with  any  person  who  has 
seen  any  case  at  all  approaching  to  thia. 

I  am,  sir. 
Your  obediimt  servant^ 
CiUAR  HawKiifi. 

BftlMlooD  Strc«C 
June  10, 1838. 

Mrs.  D.  let.  34,  observed  a  tumor  in 
the  abdomen  for  the  first  time  about 
April  1830. 

Slie  attended  a.s  an  out-pattent  of  St. 
fTeorrre's  Hospital  for  some  time,  under 
iJic  tare  of  Dr.  Seymour,  without  suc- 
eeedin(^  in  fgettm^  rid  of  her  diseaee, 
and  as  it  at  last  iruTeast  d,  so  as  to  give 
her  great  distress  and  difliculty  of  breath- 
ing-, I  was  r<*quei»te<l  to  remove  the  tin  id, 
which  I  did  for  the  fimt  time  in  Nofen* 
her  1830.  The  operation  was  repeat^ 
\*  hile  she  continued  in  the  ho^jiifaf,  t^incc 
w  hich  time  1  have  ncrlbrmcd  tlie  opera- 
tion at  ber  own  nome.  During  tbe 
whole  of  thia  time  her  health  continued 
pretty  gfood,exe<'pt  vv!)en  the  distention 
nccame  very  great,  so  that  it  was  only 
Ibr  a  few  days  before  eacb  operation 
that  she  surfrred  ttoch  pain  and  diffi- 
culty in  respiration,  reqnii  Hi'.^  tlir  i!>ir  (,f 
opiates  to  procure  anv  rebjpite  irom  her 
sufferings.  The  fluid  which  was  eva. 
cuated  was  uniformly  clear  and  transpa- 
rent, lookiu«x  more  like  the  <lui<I  of  j)eri- 
toiical  dropsy  tlian  thsit  of  au  ovanan 
tumor,  e.\ccpt  on  account  of  its  slightly 
mucilaffinowi  appearance.  It  was  al- 
most always  of  a  slight  \ello\v  colour, 
or  nenri  v  rolonrles^,  except  on  one  occa- 
sion, wiicn  It  had  a  bruun  colour,  re- 
sembling the  note  common  appeaianee 
of  the  fluid  draw  n  from  an  ovanan  tumor; 
but  this  appeared  to  have  been  owing 
to  mixture  with  blood,  as  at  the  previous 
operation  there  was  a  stream  or  arterial 
hhiod  fr(»m  fmc  of  the  vessels  of  the  sac, 
which  was  readily  controlled,  howerer, 


Digitized  by  Goc 


UK.  BAWKINd*S  CA8B  6V  OVARIAN  DROPSY. 


499 


b?  gathering'  u])  the  inte}>^unicnts  and 
toe  gac  between  the  fingei>,  and  uiakiug 
pressure  for  a  minute  or  two.  Tbe  flora 
was  ujiiforinly  destitute  of  albumen, 
and  seemed  to  consist  almost  entirely  of 
water  mixed  with  mucilage,  or  miico- 
extractive  matter,  at  it  has  bent  odled 
hy  Dr.  Marcet;  it  re>cmbled,  therefore, 
the  cnntp?»fs  of  the  aqueous  encysted 
tumors  ul  tiie  liver  ana  o^er  organs, 
of  which  I  ventmred  to  ffive  some  ac- 
count at  tbe  meetinfK-s  of  the  Medico- 
Chirurgical  Society,  a  short  notice  of 
which  may  be  sceii  in  tbe  Medical  Ga- 
zette, vel.  xi.  pp.  390,  74B. 

There  Dever  «ras  any  inflaimiiatioii  of 
tbe  sac,  tu>r  itjv  other  inconvenience 
from  tbe  operations;  but  erysipelas  of 
the  abdomen  coming  on  a  few  days 
after  the  last  puncture,  tbe  aac  appeared 
to  participate  in  the  inflammation  of  the 
parietes,  to  which  it  was  adherent,  and 
•ontamed  ader  her  death,  on  tbe  20th  of 
Mar  last,  about  two  grallons  of  fluid, 
aoeb  as  is  usuallv  seen  in  inflamed  ova- 
nan  sacs:  it  A*a.s  now  thick  and  very 
adhesive,  and  mixed  with  a^ood  deal  of 
Ijmph  and  purulent  secretion,  with  in> 
crensf^/!  v  i^nilarity  of  the  sac. 

The  account  of  tbe  operations  per- 
formed is  as  follows  c-— 


Openr 
ilons* 

DatCb 

Pints 

Interraliiince 
the  prerioas 
opeiatioo. 

1st 

November  l«ao 

32 

• 

dd 

Pebniary  1831 

30 

3  months. 

nd 

!Mav  .  .  .  — 

30 

4th 

Aui^:.  20  .  — 

40 

.5th 

Get.  18  .  — 

32 

59  davs. 

6th 

Dec.  8  .  .  — 

18 

51 

7Ui 

Jan.  18  .  1832 

48 

41 

8th 

Mar.  3  .  .  — - 

48 

44 

9th 

Apr.  14  .  — 

50 

42 

lOth 

Mtiv  20  .  — 

oO 

36 

Uth 

June  26  .  — 

52 

37 

19th 

July  SO  .  — 

50 

31 

13th 

Sept.  3  .  — 

5G 

35 

Hth 

Oct.  10  .  — 

56 

37 

1.5th 

Nov.  19  .  — 

56 

40 

I6th 

Dec.  22  .  — 

57 

33 

17th 

Jan.  24  .  1833 

.58 

.^3 

18th 

Feb.  26  .  — 

59 

33 

19th 

Mar.  30.  -> 

63 

33 

SOth 

Apr.  90  .  — 

63 

31 

Total, 

978  Pints. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  preceding 
table,  that  the  operation  was  reqairra 
twentjr  times  in  two  fftttrt  tnd  mlui{f$ 


there  heiug  drawn  off  on  tlie  average 
about  44  pints  of  fluid;  the  smallest 
quantity  at  any  one  time  baring  been 
30  pints,  and  tlic  lar^-^ost  (53  pint^— the 
whole  quantity  l)cinf,'-  978  pints.  It  will 
be  observed  also,  that  iu  in  one  year  the 
<n»eratton  was  performed  e/even  fune*; 
tfie  average  (|uantity  beinj^  above  56 
pints,  and  tbe  longest  interval  httwoeji 
any  two  operations  having  been  40 
days ;  the  whole  of  the  flnid  which  was 
taken  away  amounting  to  tbe  immense 
f|iif^ii(!fy  (d"  (>20  pint^s  in  one  yr-.w.  Dur- 
ing this  time,  therefore,  there  must  have 
iieen  secreted  into  the  sac  not  much  less 
than  one  pint  and  three  (jitartcrs  every 
dav,  iltlioufrlT  (hi  quantity  of  liquid 
which  Jihe  drank  v^  as  often  believed  by 
her  to  be  much  less  than  this ;  and  she 
secreted  some  urine  also,  though  not 
much.  Notwitbstandinfj  the  immense 
quantity  which  w  as  thus  formed,  she  did 
not,  tilf  within  the  last  leu-  months,  lose 
flesh  much,  nor  was  her  general  health 
much  disturhed;  neither  did  the  im- 
mense size  of'  the  ttimor  cause  any 
swelling  of  the  lower  limbs. 

The  fluid  was  all  contained  in  one 
sac,  so  that  the  puncture  was  always 
made  in  tbe  linea  alba,  nor  was  there 
any  appearance  of  tumor  icll  after  the 
operations,  till  the  last  one  or  two,  when 
T  eoiild  feel  something  like  solid  tumor 
altf  r  the  flnid  was  evacuated.  On  exa- 
mination after  death,  however,  a  great 
number  of  smaller  eells  were  fliinid,  con- 
taining difTereut  kinds  of  fluid,  some  of 
then)  hnvin-jf  flnid  like  that  g-enerally 
evucuuied,  others  containing  purulent 
secretion,  like  that  in  tbe  nnncipal  sac, 
and  a  few  containing  hair  solid  gelati- 
nous substance,  like  white  of  egg.  The 
largest  of  tb^e  cells  contained  about  a 
qoartofflnid;the  rest  were  much  smaller, 
and  they  wete  all  situated  at  the  baek 
and  lower  part  (.f  tl  r  chief  sac,  into 
which  some  of  them  projected .  There 
was  not  in  any  of  tbe  cells  any  scrofu- 
lous matter,  nor  was  any  portion  like 
that  kind  of  ovarinn  tumor  whieh  re- 
sembles fungus  ha'matodes  in  its  np, 
peanuce,  many  cases  of  wbicli  kind  of 
tumor,  which  fell  also  under  my  obser. 
v;ft!f»Ti,  are  ptddi'^lir  d  !.y  Dr.  Seymourin 
ins  work  on  the  Ovaria. 

Thereare  two  remarkable  ca^esou  re- 
cord of  ovarian  dropsy,  in  whieh  die 
whole  (piantityof  fluid  drawn  off  from  tbe 
patients  by  operation  was  even  greafrr 
than  in  the  case  whieh  I  have  related, 
hat  the  rapidity  with  which  the  fluid 
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wa»  secreted  was  mucU  less  tbau  iu  My 
case.  In  one  of  these,  Mr.  M«rttBeaa» 
of  Norwich,  mjs  be  removed  in  twenty- 
five  years  the  enormou's  quantity  <»! 
thousand  six  htiiulnd  and  ihirty-onu 
pints.  In  each  year,  therefore,  on  mi 
•verafre,  there  were  two  huntlrod  and 
Hixty-four  pints  of  fluid,  while  in  mw 
ca>f  \hc  average  was  for  eac  h  yrarthjxc 
hundred  and  uuiety-hve  piut^.  Another 
wdl  kaowli  eaae  w  relaiea  by  Dr.  Mead, 
in  which  tbe quantitj  of  fluid  drawn  off 
wa«  one  thousand  nine  hundrrd  and 
twenty  pints  in  the  course  of  five  years 
and  a  half,  which  Hfivca  on  an  average 
three  himdred  and  loit^-niiie  pints  for 
earh  year :  this  fiunntlty  is,  therefore, 
nearer  to,  thou^^h  still  inferior  to,  wljai 
wasiecretfidintOBcaaeofuiy  patient'  Pr. 
Maad^a  palaent  was  tappet!  ne  leaa  than 
»ixty-seven  times  during  five  rears  and 
a  half,  or  twelve  times  in  eacli  year,  the 
average  in  my  case  being  only  eight 
lime6>  in  the  same  period ;  but  then,  on 
the  »»ther  hand,  tlie  avera^-r  qnaiitity  of 
till  id  drawn  off  in  l>r.  Mead's  ease  was 
only  about  twenty-nine  pints,  while  in 
my  patient  it  amounted  to  about  forty- 
nine  pints. 


ON  THE 

DISEASES  OF  MONTSEliRAT, 

AN  D  THE 

FUh  Poii^^n  of  the  Wat  Inditi. 

By  Dr.  John  Baduam. 
[Concluded  tttm  pug*  342r] 

In  resuming  the  short  notices  which  my 
limited  experience  Itas  enabled  me  to 
funiish  resjiecting  the  diseases  of  Mont- 
nerrat,  I  faaTe  next  to  mention,  that  it 

has  lint  f>cctirrrd  to  Tue  to  notice  any 
eases  of  strictly  cerebral  disease.  Insa- 
nity, melancholia  or  fatuity,  are,  with 
one  exception  of  the  former,  entirely  un- 
known to  me  among  the  negro  popnla- 
lion.  As  I  am  not  studious  of  any 
nosological  order,  1  may  here  mention, 
however,  that  I  have  met  with  caiea  of 
hydrocephalus  in  hla<k  children — that 
is,  if  I  am  cntitlcil  to  tonn  the  c<)nelii- 
aion  fhnii  tiie  death  uf  the  patient  under 
the  ordinary  Kyuiptomg;  aud  thongh  I 
am  a\«are  that  these  symptoms  are  very 
nlislcadin^^  esT)ecially  in  its  earlier 
stages,  yet  1  take  it  for  granted,  that  a 
(ktol  tcnninalion  of  lliem,  preceded  by 


ttiinducss,  inscusibility,  or  sirabismus, 
are  auffieiently  Gondanve,  though  no 
examination  should  have  taken  place. 

Negro  prejudices  f.ehh)in  oppose,  in  my 
ujiiuiou,  any  obstacle  to  examination 
after  death,  iis  is  generally  believed; 
but  the  reader  w  ill  aee  tiiat  the  heat  of 
climate,  and  the  great  fatiyfue  of  the 
practitioner  in  bis  attendance  on  the 
living,  will  naturally  aliate  some  of  his 
zeal  for  this  initructiye  hranch  hi» 
profession. 

Cases  of  sudden  death  are  not  rare 
among  the  negroes.  I  have  assisted  at, 
or  become  acquainted  with,  the  reault» 
of  perhaps  thirty  inquests,  and d» not  re- 
cnUect  more  thaii  one  of  thes.'  ?  ;ises  in 
wiiich  death  %vas  attributable  to  apo- 
plexy ;  and  that  was  the  case  of  a  fe- 
nule  whom  I  found  senseless  at  the 
commencement  of  1  ihoiur.  I  delivered 
her  in  this  comatti^se  state  by  ia;»tru- 
ments ;  death,  however,  ensued  ;  and  (mi 
examination,  the  ordinary  btemorrhagn 
on  the  brain  was  found.  Some  other 
eases  of  sndden  death  were  from  pul- 
monary btvmorrhage,  from  aaeurisni, 
fromhghtuin;^^  induding  two  suieides, 
one  a  man,  the  otlu  v  a  woman.  Adding 
to  all  these  remarks,  that  I  nc^«  r  w  it- 
nessed a  case  of  epilepsy  in  a  black 
subject,  it  is  imposainle  not  to  draw  the 
conclusion,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
laborious  life  and  the  expoMire  of  the 
slave,  his  liability  to  cerebral  or  senso- 
rial diseases  is  small.  Bift  this  oheer* 
ration  can  by  no  means  be  extended  to 
spasmodic  complaints.  T  may  have 
seen  half  a  dozen  cases  of  trismus  uas- 
centium,  \vbich  were  all  fatal  but  one ; 
and  the  cure  in  this  instance  was  effect- 
ed by  large  doses  of  spt.  terebinth.,  both 
by  mouth  and  by  injection.  I  have 
seen  several  cases  of  traumatic  tetanus 
which  Were  also,  hot  with  one  excep- 
tion, fital.  In  this  ra«;e  the  patient,  a 
negro  of  Herculean  strength,  had  in- 
curred  the  disejise  in  its  severest  fonn, 
by  wouinlinn-  the  sole  of  the  foot  with  a 
puic  thorn; l)e  recovered  (after  a  preju- 
dicial use  of  the  cold  atTo-5'>n)  hy  ex- 
ceedingly large  doses  of  njtinated  tiae- 
ture  of  iron,  of  which  he  took  about  two 
ounces  during  tlie  day  and  night,  and 
wine  ud  libitum.  I  have  also  seen  se- 
veral cases  of  tetanus  from  cold  ;  the 
result  of  these  cases  was  generally  fa- 
vourable. Ca.se8  of  spasmodic  asthma 
are  oceasionally  met  with ;  and,  con- 
trary to  wljrtt  •»ne  would  suppose,  I  have 
seen  cases  of  humid  asthma  from  bron- 
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cbial  cong^estion,  hut   l)«iiping'-cou(gfli  fc%v  in-^tanoes  where,  hoini*-  dissipatoW, 

ucver,  though  ordinary  cuuj^bs  are  suf-  th«'  skiu  in  lefl  flaccid  and  inert.    A.s  to 

'Dropsy  it  «  veiy  the  pathology  of  this  camplaint,  I  teke 
coniinoti  complaint  amongrthe  negroes,  it  to  he  a  peculiar  deposition  or  iuHltr»- 
and  ascites  the  most  commoit  form.  It  tion  of  fluid  i?»fo  the  cellular  tf^Miiro. 
fell  to  my  lot  to  tap  one  person  tor  the  leading  to  a  ihickeuing  or  i&durali\>n  ol 
thtrtoeiith  time;  hero  an  bjpeitrophj  of  that  tuiroe.  I  should  aaj  that  tlM»re  is 
die  Ihrer  was  prosent;  in  another,  scir-  aueCher  fbm  of  the  complaint  more  like 
rhns  Htm;  l»ut  T  atii  tu't  nir  lim^d  to  he-  the  common  ervstpclas  nf  Britain,  mttl 
lievc  that  this  i«rm  ul  dropsy,  ascites,  yielding  to  the  same  ireaUuent;  hut  tiie 
is,  among  the  negroes  generally,  to  be  disease  above  described  frequently  be> 
referred  to  organic  canses.  Of  dropaj  ffins  and  is  estafaliafaed  without  any 
referrihlr  to  a  cnnse  analogous  to  in-  ascertainable  inllfimmatory  syniptmn«5 : 
flammation,  the  VV^cst  Indian  practi-  to  which  I  may  add,  in  conclusion,  that 
tioner  has  considerable  experience.  A  the  disposition  tu  coiitruct  it  seems  he- 
man  has  danced  the  Bancfce  all  night,  roditarv ;  it  affects  all  ages,  and  both 
and  is  exposed,  while  his  body  is  sweat-  sexes,  and  is  so  frequent,  that  I  may 
in^  profusely,  to  a  squall  of  w  ind  and  venture  to  say  I  have  seen  hundreds  of 
ram ;  he  is  apt,  in  such  circum.siances,  cases  of  it.  I  liave  met  with  several 
to  become  suddenly  anasaivous  irom  cases  of  elephantiasis,  wbteh  is  fwrbapa 
head  to  foot.  Bleed  him,  then,  to  deli-  voi  without  some  analogy  to  the  coui- 
quiuni,  jhh!  atlniini'-fcr  :i  larijf  dose  of  plaint  f)f  wliicli  T  hm  al)ove  attempted 
cream  of  tartar,  and  at  night  give  him  a  tlie  description ;  and  lu  one  instance 
grain  of  elaterium,  or  a  scruple  of  ciUo-  where  is  was  confined  to  one  le^,  I  saved 
nel,  and  the  cure  will  frequently  be  aa  the  patient  by  amputation,  and  the  dis. 
speedy  as  the  disease  (supposing  always  ease  did  not  return, 
tne  subject  to  be  young,  and  of  unim>  I  shall  now  add  some  brief  remarks 

? aired  eonstitntion.)  Falsy  and  chorea  on  a  subject  which  will  have  at  leMt  the 
have  not  met  with,  nor  have  I  seen  merit  of  novelty  to  some  of  your  naden, 
tnie  hysteria  among  the  blacks.  TJri-  rf^pfctinpf  thr  poisonous  fish  which  frc- 
nary  complaints  of  all  kind«t  are  scarce;  i^uent  the  coast,  chiefly  (and  it  is  not  a 
calculus  never  exists.  Of  diabetes,  in  little  remarkable)  on  one  side  of  this 
this  land  of  sugar,  I  never  saw  one  eai«.  small  island;  stating  merelv,  not  what 
Kh  cuinatisTn  js  ahuiidaiif ;  oolchieuni,  I  havr  n  ad,  hut  what  I  have  witnessed  ; 
caluQu  I.  and  opiuHi,  are  the  remedies  and,  uiilorlunateiy,  also  ex|>erienced. 
The  subject*  I  Lave  hitherto  nientioued  There  is  the  yellow -billed  sprat,  the 
are  all  sufficiently  familiar  to  European  eflects  of  which  aro  deadly.  It  is  rather 
practitioners;  but  T  will  now  say  a  few  larger  than  the  common  sprat,  which  is 
words  on  two  or  thrcp  that  are  out  of  the  recherchi.  ()i  this  Hsh  I  have  never  wit- 
course  of  their  exnericnee.  ncssed  the  eflects  on  the  human  consti- 
The  disease  called  the  rote  in  the  West  tution,  but  the  detecdon  of  one,  in  a 
Indies  is  not  the  same  as  the  erysipelas,  batch  of  sprats,  is  an  affair  which  the 
f  >r  wliich  in  Europe  it  is  often  used  as  curious  in  those  matters  will  not  al\*  ays 
sruonymous.  The  lower  extremities  are  leave  to  the  quick-sighteduess  oi  the 
tne  common  seat  of  this  com  ]d  a  int.  The  cook:  I  conjecture  tnat  the  mushroom 
limb,  or  limbs,  beeoTue  swelled  to  an  of  Agripnina,  or  a  full  dose  of  the 
onoimons  size,  and  entin  ly  l<»se  their  doid>tfiiI  hip]>onianes  would  he  lem 
shape.  The  oedema  is  Mtnietinies  speedy  in  its  operation.  Tlie  barracuda 
dooo-hy;  at  others  very  hard,  and  quite  is  a  fish  of  lam  size,  bearing  some 
void  of  colour.  It  is  strictly  a  chronic  exiemal  resemblance  to  salmon.  It  ia 
swelling,  and  unforttinntelv  in  nu»st  in-  remarkable  that  tliis  fish,  everywhere 
stances  a  penitam  nt  one,  utterly  incura-  coveted  for  it>^  fine  tlii% our,  is  perfectly 
hie  by  any  niedieal  treatimnt.  In  some  harmless  at  Antigua,  (at  the  distance 
cases,  indeed,  an  inflammatoiy  state  of  of  about  thirty  miles)  while  at  Mon.ser- 
the  skin  d<>es  supervene  upon  the  cede-  rat,  if  eauj^lit  at  one  side  of  the  island, 
niati.«;ed  memher,  which  then  putn  on  a  caveat  emptor!  Of  course  I  do  not 
bright  red  and  shining  appearance,  like  vouch  for  Uiis  exact  locality,  but  it  is  the 
oiled  silk ;  this  n  ggravateo  state  may  be  current  opinion ;  and  the  negro  fishermen 
relieved,  but  the  rose  (by  which  term  the  will  accelerate  the  bargain  you  are  about 
essential  swelling  «»nlv  rs  distincfui«»hcd)  by  an  assurance  that  Uie  dainty  he  pro- 
remains  undiminished,  except  in  a  very  poses  t«»  yon  was  "  ciujj^ht  north."  As 
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UiU  fish,  however,  is  only  poisonmi<«  by 
continjj;"enry,  (one  may  bo  so,  and  a 
dozen  others  uut)  it  i:^  usual  to  test  hb 
Miiity       pfi^i^l?       bead  to  ft  dojp. 
Bone,  milMd,  keep  a  neppro  as  a  poison- 
taster  on   purpose.    The   frllow  g-ets 
hardened,  it  makes  him  ill,  but  does  not 
IdUhim.   I  bope  mj  friends,  the  plan- 
ten,  will  contradict  this  statement:  it 
cnntmt  po<;^i1tlv  be  true.    Those  who 
cannot  artbnl  to  poi.sonadoffj^ora  black, 
take  their  chance  :  if  they  mt  upon  the 
wvong'  fish,  the  sj^mptoms  that  follow 
are  uneqnivooal — sickness,  violent  tor- 
iiiinn,  (u  hieli  arise  from  inHaramatiottof 
the  luucouii  membrane)  and  a  prodig^ioilft 
collftpse  of  the  nervous  power— a  iCortof 
cholera.    I  was  once  called  to  fr'we  my 
«i(l  to  «even  snfTcrcrs  under  tlna  affec- 
tion iu  out  tlay;  and  from  partaking  of 
one  fish,  they  had  riolent  singultus,  out 
eottld  not  vdniit  freely  ;  ibey  had  acute 
^stralg-ia,  {fur  T  dn  not  know  whether 
to  call  it  gastritis)  and  an  lulok-rable 
pungent  it^ing,  (for  want  of  ft  better 
word)  a  painful  erethismus,  as  if  the 
skin  were  pierced  nt  n  thousand  points 
by  needles  over  ilic  uhole  body.  Of 
these,  my  patients,  four  reoorered,  but 
three  died.   One  expired  on  the  third 
day,  I  think;  one  in  about  a  week  ;  and 
the  other  stniq'fj'lcd  on  for  nearly  a  fort- 
night.   I  remarked  iu  all  these  cases  a 
very  pecuKftr  sour  exbelfttton  from  the 
whole  body-    One  of  the  patiem*?,  who 
did  well,  bad  the  worst  symptoms  by 
far;  he  was  convulsed,  in  which  state 
they  commonly  die.   I,  too,  have  bad 
my  dose  of  harracHda,  and  suffered  the 
most  alnnning  symptoms— prostration 
of  Strength,  cold  perspiration,  with  a 
sense  ofiTitemal  bnming.  I  w«s  long 
ill,  end  in  my  case  a  discharge  of  blow! 
fifoni  the  bowels  was  not  the  least  formi- 
dable of  the  consequences.    1  was,  in 
short,  many  weeks  in  recovering,  though 
I  socelerated  my  couraleseenee  by  a 
sea  vovat^r,  I  v  rrnhnrkin^'-  fur  Eiifj-land. 
My  dysejiti  ry  lasted  ibr  a  fortnight,  and 
my  constitution  had  plainly  received  « 
violent  shook. 

Fearful  of  intrndinp:  too  long  on  a 
Tni«^e<  ll:inv  destined  to  carry  more  im- 
porunt  intelligence  than  mine  to  every 
oomer  of  die  isltnd,  I  will  conelude 

with  ftcase  of  OftrnA.  A  nepnro  ^vm^>^lT 
was  alread}'  in  the  pains  of  partunlion, 
when  she  was  suddenly  bewitched  or 
spelUbonnd,  either  by  some  ill^isposed 
neighbour,  or  the  hallucination  of*  her 
own  hrsin.   6he  saw  the  demon,  or 


some  demon,  sqnattincf  on  her  bed,  and 

Sointed  out  her  enemy  to  mc.    As  do 
iiectibns  in  the  printed  books  oovld 
help  me  or  her,  I  thought  it  best  to  see 

what  ^hr  saw,  and  milking  a  sudden 
sprin"-  at  it,  by  good  luck  I  came  off  vic- 
torious and  amidst  a  dioossnd  "  thftnk 
you,  Masses,"  completed  the  humble 
office  for  which  I  was  called — having  the 
satisfaction  of  leaving  my  patient  and 
her  child  "  as  well  as  could  he  ex- 
pected." 

I  hftve  the  honour  to  mnam.  Sir, 
John  Badmam,  M.D. 

Worktop.  Notts,  Rih  5Iny. 


OBSERVATIONS 
olf  tnu 

COLCHICUM  AUTUMNALK. 
Br  R.  Battlbt,  Chemist* 

The  cormus  of  colchicum,  eommonlir 
csdled  the  root  or  bulb,  atuins  its  full 
size  about  June  or  July,  from  which 
time  to  the  middle  of  August  both  its 
seuaible  and  medicinal  properties  exist 
in  the  highest  sUte  of  perfection. 

At  the  beginning  ot  June  it  will  be 
found  to  b:iv  produced  from  its  base  a 
germ  or  offset.  And  if  a  verticjil  section 
be  madt  at  this  time  throngh  the  centre 
of  the  bulb,  tlic  part  nearest  to  the  offset 
^^ill  be  fouml  somewhat  transparent, 
and  traversed  by  white  streaks,  which 
appear  to  be  the  principal  lines  of  ab- 
sorption. This  transparency  indicates 
the  commencement  of  a  chemical  change 
by  which  the  bulb  is  adapted  for  the 
nourisluntnt  of  the  offspring.  The 
greater  part  of  the  bulb,  however,  re- 
mains unchanged  until  about  the  mid 
die  of  August,  when  it  becomes  unfit  for 
medicinal  purposes. 

This  internal  change  is  not  indicated 
bf  any  corresponding  alteration  in  the 
extcrinl  rli.iracter  of  the  bulb.  Durinj^ 
the  ensuing  atitumn  and  winter,  and 
even  up  to  Uie  beginning  or  middle  of 
April,  it  appears  equafiy  large,  firm, 
and  plump,  as  in  the  precediuir  Jmu  or 
July;  but  its  medicinal,  and  m  great 
measure  its  peculiar  sensible  pn»perties, 
have  ceased  to  exist   From  this  tunc 

♦  Part  of  the  following  ol'senrRHont  W«re 
lishcrl  in  IH-JO,  In  ttie  f><url1.  VHlnme  of  the 
cnl  Keno^llory,  uhgt  29-    I       ax«  now  reprlnled 
with  tume  altantlooa.  Is  oroer  t«  coni|>lcte 
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also  iu  subiiauce  beffiiis  to  decay,  and 
hy  the  end  of  Maj  It  bas  entirely  dis. 

Thr  'j'onn  or  ofFsot  wliicli  is  (1<'\ oloprd 
ifitbiu  the  outer  coat  or  tunic  of  the 
parent  bulb,  produces  in  September  two 
or  more  flowers,  uunccom]>anied  by 
leave*;  At  this  time  it  fomis  a  small 
protuberance  about  the  size  of  a  be.iii, 
and  is  loilgi  il  in  a  depression  of  the  old 
bulb,  which  embraces  it  half  round. 

During  llie  reniaiuder  of  the  autumn, 
anfl  tlic  greater  pnrt  of  the  winter,  tlje 
oft^cl  IS  jitatiouury  j  but  on  the  return  of 
spring,  or  even*  at  tbe  beginning^  of 
February,  it  recommences  growing",  pro- 
ducing first  its  leaves,  and  after  some 
weeks  its  aced-vessel^  which,  baring  rc- 
vuuned  during  the  winter  below  tbe  aur. 
face  in  the  summit  of  the  bulb,  is  now 
elevated  on  a  peduncle,  and  ripens  about 
the  time  of  hay  .harvest. 

In  tbe  neanwbile  its  bulb  bas  become 
firm,  plump,  and  heavy,  and  bas  form- 
ed a  new  germ  on  the  side  opposite  to 
that  by  which  it  was  itself  attached  to 
tbe  bmb  of  tbe  preceding  year. 

A  second  offset  Is  also  formed  about 
the  same  time  above  the  first,  ukI  on 
tbe  opposite  Kidc  *,  but  it  i^  much  smaller) 
and  rarely  flowers. 

AmUcmjf  of  the  Bulb. — A  bulb  was 
dug  up  on  the  1st  of  Februarv.  t!H>  leaves 

frojectinic  half  an  inch  above  the  ground, 
t  was  irregularity  fig-shaped,  having 
tbe  offset  on  one  side.  Witb  tbe  excep- 
tion  of  the  root  and  tlie  upper  part  of  fiie 
leaves  of  the  offset,  the  whole  was  en- 
closed in  a  smooth,  dry,thiu,  brown  tunic, 
•rising'  from  the  base  of  the  bulb.  On 
removing  this  tnnir,  the  bulb  appeared 
of  a  eream  eoloiu",  having  alongitudinal 
groove  or  Ucuression  on  one  si(le,  which 
>va.s  occupied  by  the  cylindrical  ofbet. 
The  offset  was  enclosed  in  a  proper 
tunic,  arising  from  its  base,  meniltr.nious 
above  but  fleshy  below.  Inferioriy  it 
terminated  in  an  irregular  swollen  base, 
which  projected  half  an  inch  beyond  the 

f)arpd  bulb,  and  gave  risi-  fo  :\  Imiulle  of 
ong  vigorous  fibres,  and  superiorly  in 
four  leaves,  above  two  inches  in  length, 
which  enveloped  eacb  other,  and  were 
invested  by  the  proper  tunic.  Tbe  twf) 
outer  leaves  arose  from  the  lowest  part 
of  the  oflset,  and  enclosed  its  bulb  or 
swollen  base,  w  hich  was  half  an  inch  in 
its  transverse  diameter.  The  bulb  ter- 
minated in  a  short  ueek,  about  two  Hues 
in  lengtli,  which  supported  the  two 
Inner  leaves.  Withm  these  latter  were 


two  cyliudrical  three-celled  capsules, 
•boota  quaiter  of  an  inch  in  length, 
filled  witn  minute  rough  seeds. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  old  bulb, 
and  towards  it^  upper  part,  was  the  de- 
cayed body  of  a  second  offset,  with  a 
bundle  of  fibrous  roots  attached  to  it. 

T'fnrr  rmr!  M'rtir  of  Prf^rrring. — The 
bulb  being  removed  lirom  tlie  ground 
about  July,  will  be  found  full-^rown, 
plump,  and  heavy.  If  it  is  kept  m  this 
state,  the  offsict,  li  is  ilirruly  form- 
ed, ^^  ill  continue  to  gro« ,  and  the  pro- 
perties of  tlie  bulb  will  be  couseaucnlly 
impaired.  In  order  to  prevent  this  oc- 
currence, the  outer  coat  is  removed,  and 
the  bulb  cut  into  transverse  «;Ii(  e*i,  al)out 
two  lines  in  thickness,  which  arc  dried 
by  exposing  them  for  about  two  hours 
to  a  temperature  of  150 degrees  Fahren- 
heit. In  this  state  colchicum  will  kpep 
for  any  length  of  time.  It  gives  out  its 
properties  to  wine,  proof  spirit,  and 
vinegar,  but  apparently  not  to  alcohol. 
It  loses  about  sixty-seven  per  cent. of  its 
weight  in  drying. 

Tne  fresh  cut  surfaces  are  covered 
with  a  milky  juice,  which,  if  removed, 
is  instantly  renewed.  This  milky  juice 
is  slightly  acrid,  but  does  not  blister  the 
skin.  It  gives  to  the  tongue  a  peculiar 
earthy  taste,  and  a  sensation  of  coldness* 
whic)i  eontinues  about  half  an  li  iir. 

The  dried  slices  are  creani-cuioured, 
firm,  and  friable  ;  and  though  previously 
circular,  are  now  concave  on  the  side 
whieh  at  a  later  period  would  embraec 
the  ofl'set.  To  tlie  taste  th(  v  arr  '^lightly 
bitter,  and  if  retained  ai  the  mouth  dif- 
fuse a  fpeneral  wannth  over  the  fiiuccs. 

During  the  autumn  and  winter,  the 
characteristic  cold  and  earthy  taste  of 
colchicum  becomes  coutinually  less  and 
less  distinct,  and  in  the  spring  it  is  en- 
tirely lost;  and  slices  of  the  root  dried 
at  this  time,  instead  of  remaining  firm 
and  friable,  shrivel  up  like  leather  ex. 
poeed  to  fire.  jSlices  dried  in  June, 
whealheoAet  is  still  very  small,  be. 
come  coiieave  on  the  side  Avhieh  forms 
it,  lose  seventj'-five  per  cent,  of  their 
weight,  and  beeone  shrivelled  andpO' 
roue. 

Prrpnrntwn*  of  Colchicum. — On  ih*^. 
1st  of  August,  1823,  tbe  following  ope- 
rations were  oommenoed  on  ibrty-two 
pounds  of  oolehicum  roots : — 

The  roots  were  hruisef!,  ruifl  yielded, 
under  lieavy  pressure,  tw  enty  pints  of  a 
drab-coloured  creamy  juice.  This  juice 
was  slightly  acrid  and  bitterish,  and 
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impresseil  llie  wliolc  month  with  its  coW 
earthy  iBnic.  It  had  also  a  peculiar 
earthi  and  slightly  pungent  odour. 
After  atandinfir  twenty  mnuiU's  lu  a 
wcdiprood  disb>  the  juice  ba.l  d.posifrd 
a  rn|>i<>n<  wliit."  viodunctit.  The  >»uj)€r- 
natuiU  iJ4U(n  iiuviiig  been  decanted,  the 
sediment  was  firm,  unyielding,  drj 
under  pnsaurc,  and  minutely  granular, 
and  was  with  diffirnhv  removed  from 
the  bottom  of  the  \  essei.  After  repeated 
washings  with  cold  water,  it  was  dried, 
and  weighed  two  pounds  tw  elve  ounces. 
It  consisted  :\1niost  entirely  of  sUrch, 
and  tasted  slightly  of  colchicum. 

The  liquor  was  placed  in  a  wedge- 
wood  disk  over  the  ateam  of  water  at  a 
temperature  not  excccdin'jr  I/jO  degrees 
T;ilirtnlu  it.  When  reduced  to  the  con- 
sistence of  an  extract,  it  weighed  one 
pound  nine  ounces.  It  was  adliesiv  c,  of 
a  dirtv-dnd)  (ohnir,  and  retained  its 
peculiar  odour  and  bitter  eai  ilay  Uste. 

This  preparation,  whicli  has  received 
the  name  of  extraetum  colebiet  recentis, 
appears  to  In-  the  most  effective  and  uni- 
form of  all  tbe  pieparations  of  colchi- 
cum. ,  . 

The  liquor  colchici  recentis  is  prepared 
from  this  extract  bv  tbe  addition  of  eight 
parts  of  distilh  l  ^^  ater.  To  every  pint 
of  th»>  liquor, previously  filtered,  is dowly 
added  one  ounce  of  rectified  spirit  first 
diluted  with  a  little  distilled  wat<  i  ^^  hich 
occasions  a  slow  precipitatioTi  (  W  u  brown 
matter,  the  separation  of  ^vhic  ii  enables 
tlie  medicine  to  keep  i'«r  any  length  of 
time  without  decomposition. 

The  liquor  may,  however,  l>e  prepared 
more  directly  by  stopping  the  evapora- 
tion of  the  expressed  juice,  previously 
deprived  of  its  starch,  at  the  point  when 
it^as  acquired  the  consistence  of  a 
thill  synin,  and  the  diluted  spirit  niny 
tiien  be  added  in  the  above  ^>ropt»rtujn. 

If  a  much  larger  proportion  of  spint 
18  added,  it  preapitates  abundance  of 
gummy  matter;  and  aitn  ;i  few  (lay«, 
a  white  scnly  substam  e,  which  on  exa- 
mination appears  to  be  alumina.  The 
separation  of  this  latter  substance  ren- 
ders  the  medicine  comparatvely  inert, 
and  must  tin  r.  r..re  be  carefully  avt»idcd. 

Similar  operations  will  be  commenced 
at  the  Ophthalmic  laboratory  on  the  1st 
of  July,  on  four  kinds  of  sar^npanlln, 
viz.  T  ifni.  Jamaica,  Lisbon,  and  Vera 
Crtiz,  t«.  which  the  attention  of  the  pro- 
fession i»  particularly  directed. 


BITE  t)F  Tin:  VI PER.  ' 


a 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Guzelte. 
Sia, 

If  yon  think  the  two  followinLT  e:tses 
contain  any  thing  new,  and  deem  them 
worthy  of  insertion  in  the  Medical  Ga. 
«ette,  they  are  much  at^our  service. 
We  are,  sir. 
Your  obedieiil  servants, 

Taynton  9ft  Williams. 
Bromley,  Kent,  June  SI,  18tt» 

Case  I. — Recovery  from  the  Bite  of  a 
viper. 

Michael  Slow,  aged  21,  was  bitten  bv 

„  viper,  in  the  thumb  of  tbe  right  hand, 
a  little  before  fi^e  oVhtek  on  Sunday 
afternoon,  June  2d.    His  hand  began 
to  swell  in  ten  minutes  after  the  receipt 
of  the  injury.    Soon  after,  he  vomited 
and  was  purl^eil.    W.  saw  him  at  half- 
past  five.    Tlie  skin  was  of  a  livid  hue: 
the  tongue  was  so  sw  (dleii  that  he  eoulu 
not  speak  without  great  difficulty  ;  the 
pulse  was  hanlly  to  be  felt,  and  the 
prostration  of  strength  universal.  T^e 
hand  and  arm  were  much  swollen.  We 
gave  him  two  Jitll  doses  of  the  Sp. 
Ammon.  Succin.  (30  drops  in  each  dose) 
in  ten  minnt.s,  and  with  the  second 
dose  30  dro\t>  oi'  Tr.  Opii.    The  medi- 
cine appeared  to  rouse  him  froiii  the 
SUte  of  stupor  in  w  Inch  he  had  hitherto 
remained,  lie  afterwards  took  fretjuently 
some  Sp.  Amnion.  Aronial.  and  tlie 
bitten  part  was  kept  constantly  wetted 
with  it.    The  bowels  were  moved  twice 
Ins  quarter  of  an  hour,  but  he  <ltil  not 
vomit  any  more.    The  arm  c(»ii- 
stantly  foiuenietl  during  the  night,  and 
the  volatile  alkali  gi>  en  frequently. 

June  3d.— He  had  passed  a  very  rest- 
less night.  The  hand  and  arm  very 
much  swollen,  very  hard  and  much  dis- 
coloured. , 

4tb.— Rather  better.  The  tongue  less 
swollen ;  vesicati^nis  round  the  winst, 
and  above  and  below  the  elbow.  The 
internal  part  of  the  arm,  from  the  elbow 
to  the  axilla,  of  a  deep  livid  colour. 

5th.— Better.  The  ann  much  the 
same  Bowels  constipated;  took  three 
pmgatives  before  any  effect  was  pro- 

duce<l.  ,     ^.  - 

lOth.-Nearly  well  The  swelling  of 
the  arm  almost  suhsuled,  and  the  dis- 
colouration  entirely  gone. 

We  bad  a  similar  case  under  our  care 
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some  years  ago,  in  which  the  same  plan 
of  tcefttment  was  piinu«d  with  equdi 
sucoeM. 

Case  II. — Great  Eulargement  of  the 

William  Purling,  ajifed  30,  was 
brought  to  Bromley,  from  a  villa^^o  (our 
miles  distant,  in  the  evening  of  June 
18th.  Yi'ii,  appearance  was  truly  dis- 
tressing. His  face  and  ears  were  of  a 
dark  i)iiq)le  colour;  lie  breathttl  wltli 
diiiicuitv  ;  ho  could  not  speak,  and  had 
not  .been  able  tu  swallow  any  thing  for 
twenty-four  hours.  AU  these  symptoms 
were  occasioned  by  an  enlarged  state  of 
the  toiifriie.  He  first  perceived  the  s%vefl- 
iug  on  Sunday  cvciiiug,  the  I6ih.  It 
bad  continued  to  increase  from  that 
time.  ITis  wife  attrihuti  d  it  to  his  hav- 
ing remained  for  some  hours  iii  u<'t 
clothes.  Upon  examination,  the  touguc 
seemed  prodigiously  swollen  and  hard, 
and  very  painful  if  pressed.  The  skin 
was  hot,  and  the  pulse  ([nu  k.  We  sca- 
rified the  sides  and  under  uart  of  the 
tonpie  Tery  fireely;  alMut  liTe  ounces 
of  blood  were  nuickly  obtained,  from 
which  he  expenencecf  much  temporary 
relief.  Ue  was  desired  to  hold  warm 
fluids  in  Uie  moutb  constantly,  and  to 
apply  a  large  limieed  poultice  all  round 
the  throat. 

Enrly  the  fulluwing  morning  a  mes- 
sage was  brought  that  lie  bad  passed  a 
miserable  night,  and  it  was  supposed 
that  he  conhl  not  survive  man^  hours. 
On  our  arrival  we  found  him  lu  great 
distress.  He  bad  not  been  able  to  swal- 
low one  drop  of  any  liquid,  and  felt  as 
if  he  shoiihl  be  siiflfocated  every  mo- 
ment. We  again  made  several  deep  in- 
cistons  in  the  sides  and  tip  of  tbe  tongue. 
Tbe  blood  flowed  very  freely,  tO  the 
amount  of  ei^ht  ounces.  A  large  blis- 
ter was  applied  from  car  to  ear.  Two 
drops  of  cYoton  oil  were  got  down  widi 
great  difficulty.  At  7  P.M.  be  was  better; 
was  able  to  speak  so  as  to  he  uinh  r- 
stood,  and  had  swallowed  some  milk. 
He  bad  vomited,  and  tbe  bowels  bad 
been  very  freely  opened. 

On  the  20th  he  was  better  in  everv 
respect.  The  swelling  in  the  tongue 
was  consideraUj  ^Kminlthed,  be  was 
able  to  svrallow  broth  and  milk,  and 
bad  slent  for  several  h'/urs 

On  llie  21st  he  was  almost  welL 

P.S.*I  feel  anxious  to  laj  tbis  case 
before  mj  medical  bretbraD,  as,  in  tbe 


course  of  forty  years'  practice,  I  bare 
never  met  with  any  thi  g  like  it;  and  I 

have  not  heen  able  to  find  any  medical 
writer  who  treats  of  such  au  affectiou 
satisfactorily, 

ILT.Taynton. 


MODE  OF  APPLYING  FRICTION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Uay  22,  1833. 

8lB, 

I  HAVB  for  some  time  rccommcmled  an 
instrument  of  which  the  following  is  a 
dc-icription  \  and  as  1  am  now  convinced 
of  its  utility  m  cases  where  friction  (in 
any  of  its  modifications,  as  shampooing, 
the  douche,  is  an  appropnate  rc- 

niedy,  I  think  it  of  sufficient  importance 
to  give  it  publicity.  From  lime  to  lime, 
in  the  course  of  many  years  extensive 
opp(»rtunitics  in  En«^land  and  on  the 
continent,  I  have,  1  helie\e,  Avitnessed 
the  cmploj^incnt  of  all  the  means  thut 
have  been  recommended  for  the  purpose 
of  assistinj^f  and  reanimating  toq>id  cir- 
culation, m>m  the  Remedium  arenarum 
et  arundinum^  to  Adm.  Henry's  poniel- 
ling  hammer,  Dr.  Gower's  pulsator,  and 
the  still  more  recent  plans  of  Dr.  Bal- 
four; bnt  havinj^  ffrund  that  tlicse  me- 
thods were  either  inefficient,  or  attended 
witb  inconvenience,  I  was  led  to  tbe 
construction  of  a  percussor,  which  I 
hope  will  be  found  as  valuable  an  auxi- 
liary by  the  urofessiou  generally,  as  I 
bave  uniform]  J  feund  it  to  be. 

Zlsfen^lum.— Two  balb  of  India 
rtlbbcr  ^varying  in  size  ae*  ordingto  the 
part  to  be  ojierated  upon;  arc  affixed  to 
the  extremities  of  a  ciicnlar  wbalebone 
rod,  fifteen  inches  long.  One  of  these 
balls  admits  the  etfress  and  ingress  of 
the  air,  and  depends  for  its  form  upon 
its  own  elasticity,  assisted  by  a  small 
quantity  of  curled  hair;  the  other  is 
hermetically  seah-d,  and  its  fif'-tirc  is 
preserved  by  the  air  contained.  Upon 
tbe  eireolar  rod  is  a  moveable  bandle, 
wbicb  regulates  the  leagtb  of  the  lever, 
and  eojisequently  tli'^  spring  and  stroke 
given  by  the  instrument.  By  a  slight 
movement  of  tbe  band  a  rotatoiy  motion 
is  given  to  one  of  the  balls,  and  it  may 
thus  be  applied  so  as  tf»  proflncc  th"  ef- 
fect of  the  geutlcst  friction,  or  be  in- 
Gieaaed  to  ttat  of  the  most  powerful 
shampooing. 

If  the  compreas^ble  ball  is  placed  fw 
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m  few  minutes  before  the  iirc,  it  of 
COune  becomes  more  pliable  and  yield- 
inn-;  and  as  tlmt  lirniifiirall y  sealed  is 
ahvays  in  a  state  of  tension,  the  quality 
of  the  ictus  may  be  modified  at  discre- 
tion. Leaving-  to  the  discrimination  of 
tlie  ]>r(if('s>i(tn  the  eases  in  which  this 
instruraent  may  be  employed  with  ad* 
vantac^e, 

Ihare  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  bumble  servant, 
J.  P.  Hbatb,  H.D. 

P.S. — It  is  hardly  necessaij  to  ob- 
senre,  that  this  simple  instrument  may 

he  applied  by  an  oroinar\-  rnirse,  or  iu 
many  cases  by  the  patieutb  theuiselvea. 


THE  APOTHECARIES  MUST  EXA. 
MINE  M.D*s. 


To  ike  EdUor     tkt  Mtdieai  Gazette. 
Sib, 

It  is  tlie  recorded  opinion  of  jounelf, 

nnd  it  is  an  opinion  which  many  persons 
are  glad  to  reiterate,  that  the  Court  of 
Examiners  of  the  Apothecaries'  Society 
have  acted  injudiewusly  l)y  subjecting 
to  an  examination  those  candidates  for 
a  license  to  practise  as  a]H>(litM'arip«5  who 
have  already  obtained  from  the  universi- 
ties of  Scotland  diplomas  constitutuiif 
them  doctors  of  physic. 

But  I  apprehend,  as  tlit^  law  nnm 
itandSf  the  solemn  oath  aUaiinisitered  to 
the  Court  of  Examiners  leaves  them  not 
at  liberty  to  consider  what  is  more  or 
less  inindieious :  they  must  abide  by  the 
oath  they  have  taken.  The  law  will 
probably  be  altered :  the  Court  of  Exa- 
miners will  be  deprived  of  the  power 
they  now  possess  of  (  x  nnining' Scotch 
graduates,  and  the  Court  will  feel  tliat 
they  are  exonerated  from  a  very  paiului 
task,  which  hitherto  a  sense  of  duty 
only  lias  stimulated  tlieni  to  fulfil. 

Whether  it  will  be  judicious  to  de- 
prive the  Court  o['  Examiners  of  litis 
power,  time  is  to  shew.  If  in  Scotland  a 
more  exact  examination  of  candidates  is 
adopted,  it  may  answpr  ^  '-ry  well,  other- 
wise the  PUBLIC  will  gain  nothing  by 
SQch  an  alteration  of  the  law. 

For  if  the  result  of  the  itijudiciam 
examination  of  Scotch  craduates  bo  in- 
miircd  into,  it  will  be  i'mmd  that  ohc- 
third  of  those  who  have  applied  Ibr  cer- 
tificates of  qualificatiini  haTe.  been  re- 


lUST  EXAMINE  M.d's. 

jected  as  incompetent  to  practise  as  auo- 
tbeearies.  In  the  short  space  of  twelve 
months,  of  twenty-four  Scotch  graduates 
who  appeared  before  them,  tne  Court 
were  compelled  to  reject  eight :  Uiis  may 
have  been  injudicbus,  but  it  was  con* 
scientious :  it  may  have  been  impolitic, 
but  it  was  just ;  it  may  have  rai-^i'»l  them 
many  enemies,  but  it  was  in  accordance 
with  their  solemn  oaths. 

It  may  he  asked,  how  is  it  possible 
that  person-*  who  <ronc  thmujjh  the 
examination  ot  the  8cotiibb  CoU^es,  an 
examination  so  close  and  serutmizinp 
that  it  has  been  held  up  as  a  model  to 
all  others  ;  l)ow  is  it  possible  that  per* 
sons  who,  after  such  an  examination, 
have  been  dignified  wilh  a  diploma, 
who  have  been  privileged  to  affix  M.  D. 
after  their  sigT^^^"'*'^^  5  possible 
tliat  g'raduate  doctors  of  physic  should 
think  of  being  examined  as  apothecaries, 
and  bein^  so  examined,  siioQld  be  re- 
jected as  incompetent  ? 

To  thisnnestion  it  is  difficult  to  n'tum 
an  ans  wer,but  it  may  be  conceived  possible 
that  sometimes  at  the  Scottish  college, 
some  stu(?ents  have  obtained  their  diplo- 
mas nobody  knows  how.  On  s*>me  (u-ta- 
sioos  the  examinations  have  not  been 
quite  sostrietasat  Apothecaries*  Hall ;  Ibr 
if  they  had  been  as  striet,  such  graduates 
as  have  failed  at  the  Hall  would  not 
have  passed  at  the  Universities.  Fortu> 
nately,  for  the  honour  of  the  Scotch  eoU 
leges,  these  less  qtislified  graduates 
have  been  so  conscious  of  their  in- 
ferior! ty  to  the  many  eminent  and 
enli<;])tened  physieians  who  have  pro* 
cecoed  from  Edinburgh  and  Olssgow, 
that  they  have  felt  it  right  to  quit  the 
higher  grade  of  physicians,  and  to  take 
upon  them  the  more  humble  station  of 
apothecaries  or  ge  neral  practitioners  ; 
they  ba^  e  In  .  n  w  illing  tn  In  v  aside  the 
baton  of  jEseulapius,  glittermg  with  the 
golden  vesture  of  the  serpent,  and  to 
substitute  the  brazen  mortar,  clanging 
witli  tin-  Ntrokes'of  the  pestle;  bnt  -iin  ly 
when  these*  'jT;iduates  thus  aeknowledge 
themselves  until  to  be  physicians,  it  is 
only  reasonable  that  they  should  prove 
themselves  competent  to  hecome  apothe- 
caries. If  it  be  injudicious  or  impolitic 
to  examine  them,  at  least  circumstances 
Insve  proved  that  it  was  right,  for,  as 
before  stated,  a  large  proportion  of  such 
grarl nates  have  laiied  to  prove  their 
competency. 

It  is  of  course  impossible  diat  much 
can  be  known  of  the  cireumstancea 
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whicli  ^rt]  the  Court  of  Examiners  to  re- 
ject so  man  J'  ot  tljeiii,  hut  the  rumours 
nui  wliispen  which  the  rejected  candi- 
dates have  spread  abroad  of  insufficient 
and  unsati^factorj  groiuvls  fnr  <\\rh  re- 
jectiomif  hnvc  been  met  by  oiiior  runioiirs 
and  whispers,  which  completely  iustifv 
the  Court  for  the  course  they  adopted. 
And  liorr  let  it  be  !>ot»"(1,  tint  in  iu>  <m^^ 
instance  did  the  rijeciion  procet-d  trom 
the  hastily  •funned  opinion  of  one  or 
two  or  throe  Examiiierft;  no  candidate 
was  rejt  cted,  except  after  an  examina- 
tion personally  witnessed  by  a  majority 
of  the  Conrt,  and  upon  the  report  of  the 
examination  hein^  made  to  the  whole 
Court,  every  iiulividual  member  concur- 
red in  the  propriety  of  the  rejection. 

If  still  were  be  any  doubt  of  th.-  jus- 
tice of  the  flection,  w  by  do  the  re  jocti^d 
candidates  not  call  fur  and  publish  tlic 
minuteH  recording  the  causes  of  their 
rejection?  Consebvator. 
».  ins. 

[The  explanation  coiiUiined  in  the 
pteceding-  letter,  and  which  we  have 
ascertained  to  he  authentic,  is  perfectly 
satisfactory  as  to  the  necessity  tne  Coun- 
cil is  under  of  examming  medical  gra- 
diittea. — ^Ei>.  Oaz.] 


APPKLiNTICESillP  CLAL8E  in  tui: 
APOTHECARIES*  ACT. 


Tu  th£  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
Sir, 

Yd  IT?  rnr  respondent  3,  p.  429,  quotes  a 
maxim,  audi  alteram  partem,"  which, 
bowerer  trite,  wiU  always  retain  its 
hig'h  value  ;  and  as  he  is  so  desirous  of 
hearing"  both  sides  of  the  f^nestion,  I  v,  \W 
take  the  liberty  of  givin^r  iinu  some  in- 
lormation  whidi  he  appean^not  to  hare 
obtained.  He  asks  wnetber  the  Court 
of  Assistants  of  the  A|>*>theefirios'  So- 
ciety" do  or  do  noi  act  Iwnourablu  in 
refining'  an  escaminatioD  'to  a  candidate 
who  is  unable  to  shew  an  indentnre  of 
apprenticeship  for  five  years  to  an  apo- 
thecarv?"  And  in  another  part  oi  hi>< 
|»aper1ie  tnnmM/e«,  that  these  impar- 
tial  examiners"  were  "  g"uilty  of  getting 
up  a  job"  in  petitioning  the  legisla- 
ture for  tlie  Act  of  ISld." 

In  reply  to  this  insinuation  against 
the  Court  of  Kxaniiners,  "  these  impar- 
tial  emniiieis,"  it  necdi  onlj  to  be 
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mentioned,  that  till  the  Act  of  1815 
passed  into  a  law,  there  were  no  exa- 
miners appointed,  and  tbetelbre  they 
could  have  no  share  in  the  guilt  "  of 
g-ctting  up  the  job."    Mni  if  there  wcrn 
no  examiners,  tbcrc  wa^  the  Society  of 
Apothecaries,  and  2  may  probably  plead, 
that  he  did  not  mean  the  Court  of  Ex. 
aniiuers,  hut  the  Company  itself  Now 
iur  the  tact:    When  Uie  General  Asso- 
ciation of  Medical  Practitioners,  to 
which  %  alludes,  had  obtained  leave  to 
carry  a  bill  through  Parliament,  for  the 
improvement  of  uc  profession,  the  pre- 
naration  of  die  btU  was  entmsted  to  the 
Master,  Wardens,  and  Court  of  Assist- 
ants of  the  Apothecaries'  Society,  who 
accordingly  did  prepare  a  bill,  which 
had  the  sanction  of  toe  College  of  Phy- 
si(  iatis,  and  of  the  acting  Committee  of 
the  "  General  Association."  Now  mark ! 
The  hill,  thus  prepared,  did  not  contain 
the  clause  insisting  on  an  a])prcnticeship 
as  a  qualification  for  examination;  hut 
stjch  a  clause  hein<^  tlioui^-lit  hy  some 
members  of  the  legi?»lature  essentially 
important,  was  introduced  into  the  bill 
during  its  progress  through  the  Houses 
of  Parliament;  and  the  aj^ents  for  the 
Company  of  Apothecaries  were  j,^iven  to 
tinderstand,  that  witliout  such  a  clause 
the  bill  would  not  be  allowed  to  pass. 
T'ttI'  t  rircumstances  flir  Society 

yielded  to  what  they  could  not  prevent ; 
and  the  same  Act  of  Parliament  which 
rer|uired  and  autliorized  the  Mast^, 
Wardens,  nif!  Court  of  A  — i  f  r  ut's  to 
elect  ainniallif  twelve  members  to  form 
a  Court  of  Examiners,  strictly  prohibit- 
ed and  ibrbade  that  Court  from  admit- 
ing  to  an  cxaniination  any  person  who 
has  not  servr  1  an  a})prcnticeship  to  an 
apothecary  tor  five  years. 

I  now  beg  to  ask  2,  whether  it  would  he 
honourable  in  the  Court  of  Examiners 
to  do  that,  whicfi  they  arc  expressly 
forbidden  to  do  by  Act  of  Parliament  ? 

Tav. 

JimaM,  M98. 

t  likewise  stig^atuses  the  Conrt  of 
Examiners  for  requiring  certificates 
from  tlie  eandidrH^^s  *>f  cfood  moral  con- 
duct i  but  how  ilicy  can  judge  of  the 
good  moral  character  of  the  young  men, 
unless  by  certificates,  he  does  not  in- 
form u.H.  Tt  seems  as  if  he  thought, 
whether  of  jfoodor  of  bad  moral  con- 
duct, that  an  candidates,  tag,  rag,  and 
bobtail,  ought  to  be  admitted  to  emni* 
nation  by  Uie  Conit  of  Kzamincn. 
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ON  THE  STUDY  OF  POLtTB  LITERATURE*  ^e. 


ON'  THE 

STUDY  OF  POLITE  LITERATURE, 


AS  rOlfWKCTKO 


With  Iht  Practic*  Htdidn*, 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Quod  lion  Jmher  eilai,  non  aquilo  impolenc 
PosKit  diriii  re,  aiit  limiimprabllis 
Aooorum  aeries,  et  fngn  temporum. 

Bob.  U  lU.  O. 


Sib, 

EvBRY  man  mny  be  ibe  autibor  of  bis 

own  intelligrciice,  which  is  the  endow, 
ment,  not  of  any  natural  or  hereditary 
right,  but  of  scholastic  or  spontaneous 
tuition.  Prominence  of  mind  Is  conse- 
quential on  self- instruction. 

Now  the  materials  of  mind  are  al- 
most coeval  with  the  world ;  and  tbej 
bare  been  protected  bjr  tbe  care  of  sue- 
cessive  generations,  so  as  to  bave  sur- 
vived the  demolitions  of  natirms;  an*]  thn 
occasional  falls  of  literature,  and  sliil 
to  remain  ii  fresh  and  lirelj  astbejr 
were  on  tbeir  fiist  production.  The 
works  of  the  g^cat  masters  of  letter? 
have  been  sanctified  by  time,  and  the 
ignorant  revere  what  the^'  cannot  under- 
stand. These  materials,  original, 
Fniiiid,  and  .^tronfT-,  have,  hy  their  own 
intriu.sic  value,  acquired  for  tlienijieives 
the  same  jealous  protection  which,  with- 
in the  strength  of  battlements,  is  be- 
stowed upon  the  regalia  of  princes. 
These  are  the  f^-enis  and  jewels  of  the 
learned  world ;  the  studs  and  bosses  of 
the  ititellectual  casket  Their  lustre 
displays  the  excellence  of  mind,  when 
r!|2fntly  appointed  aod  rightly  set  at 
work ;  their  pentetuui  value  assures  the 
ascendancy  or  mind  over  brutal 
strength,  when  exercised  upon  the  same 
subjects — tlic  men  mid  matter  of  this 
netherworld.  Cyrus  lives  by  the  pen 
of  Xenophon,  and  tbe  poet  Dante  nas 
obtained  a  celebrity  more  lasting  than 
the  names  of  the  political  leaders  with 
whom  he  was  unhappily  involved. 
Great  deeds  are  dead  without  letters, 
and  letters  are  dead  without  the  exer- 
cise and  discipline  of  the  spirit  proper 
to  their  direction  ;  for  deeds  are  the  sub- 
jects  of  letters,  and  letters  the  servants 
of  mind.  Who,  then,  shall  gainsay  the 
etlieaey  of  learniii<T-?  \V'ho  shall  affect 
to  des])i>e  the  study  of  polite  literature  ? 
Unadorned  with  letten^,  tbe  physician, 


at  least,  h  weak  and  deficient;  an 
offence  to  others,  and  a  burden  to  him- 
self. The  development  of  bis  owd 
thoughts  is  beyond  nis  masterdom,  and 
scientifie  research,  thntifrh  it  hv  neces- 
sary for  the  exact  demun-stration  of 
truth,  yet  fails  altogether  in  inspiring 
greatness  of  sentiment,  greatness  of 
manner,  and  <!freatness  of  execution*. 
A  minute  attention  to  trifling  affairs 
diminishes  the  mind.  Tbe  mere  ana- 
tomist may  Ue  concealed  beneath  the 
tissue  of  ni^  linniitest  dissections;  the 
mere  botani.st  may  become  invisible  on 
his  cryptogamie  s|ieelcs  of  regetation: 
and  the  mere  chemist  may  be  atomtaed 
with  his  own  elementaiy  particles  of 
matter. 

At  this  day,  when  science  b  dominant, 
I  dare  assert  the  sopmority  of  letters ; 

and  would  exhort  some  students  to  quit 
the  recesses  of  dry  analysis  for  meads  of 
imagery  and  graceful  flights  of  fancy. 

Larglur  hlc  campo*  «ther«  et  tumine  rettU 


Manifold,  indeed,  is  the  ntiliCr  of  set- 
ence,  but  its  immortality  can  be  sealed 
only  by  the        xvitliin  the clotet,  and 

before  the  cluiitcrcd  lamp  f . 

The  gentleman  and  the  man  of  let- 
ters wilfbe  always  associated  in  pmon 
or  in  inter(  nir^e,  as  from  thenre  deriv- 
ing the  j)riti(iplesof  true  taste  and  s<tund. 
ness  of^  Judgment.  The  e\'})erienee  of 
ages  has  uready  pro\ed  tlip  utility 
of  letters  practically,  in  tlie  lii«j;-hcst  sta- 
tion*- ;  whether  in  the  eliaraeter  of  a 
iiurleigh,  a  Bacon,  a  Cicero,  a  I  rauk- 
lin,  or  a  Mead :  and  I  am  tmnpted  to 
a£Brm  that  delicacy  of  sentiment  is  not 
an  empty  qualification,  and  that  sub- 
stantial profit  is  the  fruit  of  polite 
stadiea,  and  a  moral  refinement  of  the 
intellect  The  great  masters  of  anti- 
qniiv,  and  those  later  writers  who  have 
been  guided  and  instructed  by  them,  are 
tbe  standards  by  which  the  studious  la« 
bonrer  may  raise,  according  to  their  pii- 
mitive  models,  fresh  combinations  of 


*  Tbe  cta.'i^ic  reader  will  reftdily  rccogaiie  tbc 
greatnexi  of  manner  bcrtsUllded  toj  SSd  SO  will 
thp  cUiisic  piiinter. 

t  »'i>Utc  literature,  prr  ne,  !«  not  knowledge- 
it  U  tlie  liRht  of  knowk-dge  ;  •<  ■  li^ta  that  ahia- 
etb  in  a  dark  place."  Knowledge  may  be  claimed 
bf  Kdence,  bat  letters  give  life  to  tcience  \  tbm- 
fkire  tel«v««  depcodn  ttpOD  letter* :  ttme^etitttt 
man.  Letters  are  tbe  life  of  m^nd,  mentit  «fi- 
tatio;  ftcirnce  tbe  aubject  of  mind  (underetaad* 
lug),  fyeciitt  tm  asfmo.  — 6tc  HmrrV*  Uermth 
£L  Ui.  C.  iv. 
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Oiought,  and  new  erections  of  know- 
ledge, by  which  he  niav  amulily  the 
power*  of  lang-uajre,  and  niuUipK  the 
evolutions  of  sense.  By  tlicj u  li  is 
taught  10  feel  as  well  as  to  tbuik ;  lo 
love  and  to  illustrate,  without  abusing, 
dignity  of  rank  and  plenitude  of  power; 
but«  above  al),  to  bejfct  hiins»  If  a  name 

Eerhips  ro-cxistent  with  timt  ,  which  is 
cller  thiiu  the  mercbandi/.e  of  silver 
sod  gold,  reyalique  iitu  pyrmmidum 
aliins. 

But  leaminw-  i>  nullified  bv  vice,  and 
ihe  intellect  is  already  cnslav  ed  as  soon 
as  the  norikl  will  baft  submitted  to  the 
subjugations  of  passion.  Who  will 
•  yir  ik  the  truth,  M  hon  >io  is  not  trne  to 
biui^eii Who  tviii  ihuik  lightl v,  when 
he  is  daily  dame  what  is  wrong !*  Eru. 
ditum,  to  be  bold  and  potent,  must  be 
bais^d  npon  virtue ;  and  virtue,  to  be 
current  in  the  world,  must  be  exercised 
widi  inodeiity,  benevolence,  and  sense : 
BOW  these  are  the  gift*  of  wisdom. 

And  this  (  onclusion  brings  us  back  to 
the  point  from  which  we  started,  name- 
ly,  the  self-instruction  of  the  mind,  and 
its  enltivation  according  to  the  best  ma- 
terials, ^^hi^h  have  heeti  shewn  to  be 
both  universal  and  good,  the  appro- 
priate ornanents  of  the  accomplished 
physician,  or  at  least  of  the  accomplish- 
ed   <_5<  7itl«  tiian ;   f<»r   the  asct  ii(l.utt  of 
the  ph  vMcian  does  lie,  not  only  in  medi- 
cal skul  (which  is  a  little  office  confined 
within  the  narrow  pah-  of  mortal ifv), 
but  also  in  politeness  of  intellect,  and  in 
a  certain  greatness  and  sagacity  of  per- 
ception, by  which  be  discems  me  moral 
as  well  as  the  physical  nature  of  man. 
He  nn  longer  treats  man  as  a  statue 
carved  according  to  the  proportions  of 
life,  but  man  as  a  livinfr  sufferer,  his 
IbUow  pilgrim  in  the  world.    By  saga, 
citv  mtkI   pttlilencss  h*-  ascends  in  the 
&cale  ui  intellect,  and  studies,  not  merely 
to  merit  from  colleges  the  degrees  of 
learning,  but  rightly  to  claim  from  man- 
kind the  aristocrac}'  of  talent.  Thus 
ibrtificd,  ennobled,    and   exalted,  he 
passes  from  the  mere  tactician  to  the 
moralist ;  he  widely  surveys  the  virtues 
or  the  vice*j.  nnd  consolidates  thcni  \>ith 
the  afRictiuus  of  men ;  he  stamps  on  the 
fugitive  duties  of  the  day  the  lasting 
impress  of  dsvioil^. 

Mbdiovlvs. 

'J4,  less. 


QUESTIONS  FOR  Pit  PHILIP 

OR 

NATURE  OF  THE  BBSPIBATOET 
MOVEMENTS. 

Bt  Philamtbes. 


Da.  PaiLtP  states,  (Vital  Functions, 
Ed,  iii.  p.  191)  in  explanation  of  the 
m«)Vt  uienUs  of  respiration,  that,  "  hy  a 
cert  nil  $e$uuti(m,  a  wish  is  excited  to 
exi  aid  the  chest;"  and  (p.  afiS)  that 
lungs  being  supplied  with  ncrv«  s 
fn<iu  the  eighth  pair,  the  frtuurial 
pou  i  r>,  as  lar  as  regards  them,  (the 
fun^s)  cease  when  that  part  oS  the  brain 
from  which  these  nerres originate"  .... 
**  is  destrtivf  d." 

Will  Dr.  Philip  inform  your  rcaders,^ 
1 ,  why  the  respiration  oontinues  after  the 
cerebrum  and  cerebellum  are  remof  ed  f 
Ati  I.  why  the  respiratory  movements 
coutujue  aliier  the  eightli  pair  of  ner%es 
is  divided  facts  established  by  the 
experiments  of  Legallois,  M.  Floufeoa, 
and  many  others. 

If  respiration  consist  m  voluuiary 
movements,  how  does  it  continue  after 
the  seat  of  ToUtiony  and  of  all  sensorial 
power,  (the  cerebrum^  is  removed,  and 
after  the  channel  to  it  (the  eighth  pair 
of  nerves)  is  intercepted  P 

These  questions  cannot  be  considered 
as  idle,  if  v  r  r  nil  tn  mind  that  our  two 
first  physiul«igisU»,  viz.  Dr.  Philip  and 
Sir  Charies  oell,  are  at  variance  in  their 
opinions  in  regard  to  the  Toluntary  or 
iiivoluntarv  nature  of  res|t!rnti«m  Sue- 
ciuct  and  satisfactory  answers  to  them 
would  confer  a  great  obligation  upon 
the  yoong  student  of  physiokgy. 


ILLUSIONS  W  MANUCS. 

M.  EsQi  iROL  has  deposited  a  memoir  re. 
lative  to  the  distinction  in  maniacs  con» 
sidcred  in  a  medico-legal  point  of  view, 
and  has  read  another  paper  entitled 
**  Illusions  in  Maniacs."  The  design  of 
the  author  is  tu  distinguish  clearly,  in 
this  new  work,  liallucinailons  from  illu- 
sions. In  the  former,  every  thing,  ac- 
cording to  him,  goes  on  in  the  brain : 
the  visionaries  are  persons  who  rave 
juiteau  nk(  ,  and  whose  cerebral  activity 
IS  so  energetic,  that  it  invests  with  sub- 
stance and  reality  the  images  which  ai'e 
produced  by  the  memory  without  die  ia> 
tecrention  of  the  senses. 


Digitized  by  Google 


470 


ILLUSIONS  IN  MANIACS. 


In  illusious,  ou  Cbe  contrary,  the  psu  sewenl  derik,  who  were  tcnriiig  her 

tients  are  deceived  with  respect  to  the  atid  inciting  her  to  M-lf-ilostruction. 

nature  and  ran'sc  of  their  sensation?.  H  i   kin  was  as  insensible  as  if  it  Imd 

Illusions  are  not  all  rare  in  the  state  of  been  tanned,  and  M.  Esquirol  several 

health,  but  reason  soon  destroys  them ;  times  stuck  pins  into  it  without  causiiig^ 

nrfaUat  in  maniacs  the  ease  is  not  m.  any  pain.    This  woman  stated  that 

Two  conditions,  in  fact,  arc  nrcej^s.iry  devil  Iiad  tiiken  away  her  skin  fruoi  her, 

for  the  perception  of  a  sensation:  intc-  and  thai  iic  rejdaced  it  by  his  own.  Ir- 

Ifrity  oi  the  or^au  which  receives  tlie  ritation  and  pain»  in  the  orgaus  of  sfe- 

impression,  and  integrity  of  the  instra.  neiation  are  oftentimes  ihe  caose  ofu- 

nient  which  reacts  on  the  impression.  lusions  in  maniacs,  particularly  in  wo. 

If  the  sensibility  and  activity  of  the  or-  men.    The  painful  <  onvtrirtirms  of  the 

gans  arc  disturhcd,    the   impressions  throat  in  hysterical  luouumaniacs,  are 

made  bj  external  objects  most  De  modi-  often  attributed  by  them  to  the  efleets  of 

fled  ;  and  if  at  the  same  time  the  brain  somejealousperson  who  wishes  to  stran- 

is  divffisrd,  it  cannot  rectify  the  error  of  g"le  them.    Tne  wandering- pains  which 

tiie  scnsei> :  hence  arise  illusions.   The  maniacs  sometimes  feel  iu  their  limbs 

very  volatile  attention  of  maniacs  cannot  also  gfive  nae  to  illusions.  A<medUeal 

rest  long  on  extenial  objects,  and  then  student,  in  an  attack  of  mania  caused 

the  perception  is  itiromplete :  the  pa-  by  the  presence  of  worms  in  the  intesti- 

tients  perceive  but  badly  the  qualities  nal  canal,  felt  acute  pains  all  over  the 

and  lelations  of  the  objects  which  malce  bodj^.  and  attributed  ttiem  to  darts  with 

impressions  on  them :  m  monoman]a,on  whicn  he  fancied  himself  constantly 

the  contrary,  the  attention  is  too  much  pierced     Tlie  illusion  went  off  after  the 

concentrated,  and  cannot  carry  itself  expul^yioa  of  the  worms.     The  author 

successively  OTcr  the  objects  which  are  next  passes  in  review  the  cases  wherj 

external  and  foreign  fiom  the  prcpos-  the  illusion  arises  from  the  external 

sr«t<;ions  a!id  eoncc^ts        1j  prrdominate  senses.    The  derangement  of  thedtjjes. 

over  the  patient's  tlioughLs.    hi  a  word,  tive  functions,  and  the  perversion  of 

the  minu  and  the  ])assions  concur  with  taste  almost  invariably  observed  at  the 

the  senses  in  producing- the  illusions  of  onset  of  mental  diseases,  often  make  the 

maniacs:  but  it  is  from  the  sen«;es  tliat  patients         find  fault  with  their  food. 


the  ])rocess  commences.  Hy|>ochon- 
driacii  have  illusions  arising^  from  inter- 
nal organs;  they  are  deceived  with  re- 
spect to  the  sc\  crity  of  their  suffering, 
bnt  they  are  not  actually  bereft  of  rea- 
son. (ilcTaisonment.)  unless  the  case  be 


(dci 
plid 


fuiry  til  it  they  have  been  ]>oisoned : 
a  cucuuisiance  which  contributes  to  in- 
spire them  with  an  aversion  for  those 
who  ]ja\e  charge  of  llieni.  This  Ulu- 
sion  di>a]ipr:irs  uben  the  dii^o-stive 
functioiKs  are  rc&tored  to  Ujcir  natural 
eomplicated  with  Ivpemanta  ormelan-  state.  It  is  very  important  to  distin. 
chol^'.  M.  Esquirol  nas  examined  the  guish  this  refusal  of  food  from  tliat 
bod  y  of  a  woman  at  the  Salpetriere,  which  results  from  a  fixed  determination, 
who  fur  a  long  time  fancied  she  carried  as,  for  instance,  from  a  vow,  6cc.  The 
an  snlmal  in  her  stomach :  she  had  can-  lint  has  nothing  alarming  in  it;  the 
cer  of  this  orean.  An  aged  woman,  second,  on  the  contrary,  is  very  difficult 
wlio  \i  ns  vf'ry  (levout,  and  M  ho  laboured  tf>  (»vereome.  The  dryness  of  their 
uuder  muuumaia,  imagined  that  she  mouth  causes  many  maniacs  to  think 
cartied  in  her  abdomen  dl  the  peiMn-  that  eartfi  has  been  mixed  up  with  theur 
aees  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament ;  ibod,  or  tliat  spoiled  meat  has  beci  i  ^  1  ^  n 
M-hen  her  pains  became  verv  severe,  she  them,  <Scc.  i*(c.  After  a  very  iiti  i  -  st 
sometimes  figfured  to  herself  that  Jesus  in^  examination  of  the  iUusions  which 
Christ  was  being  crucified  in  her  abdo-  anse  from  the  alterationB  of  the  other 


men,  and  she  said  that  she  distinctfy 

heard  tlie  blows  of  the  hammer ;  when 
she  was  opened  after  death,  they  tlis- 
corered  the  existmce  of  dtronic  peri  to- 
nitis,  which  caused  extensire  adhesions 

to  all  the  intestines,  so  that  they  formed 
one  ma.<is.    The  same  alteration  existed, 


senses,  the  author  oloiea  his  memoir 
with  the  following  conclusions.  1st, 
Illusions  are  the  result  of  the  actions 
of  the  sentient  extremities,  and  of  tiie 
reaction  of  the  nervous  centre.  2nd. 
Illusions  are  can'^ed  frrfpi^ntlv  by 
the  anomalous  excitement  of  the  utter- 


though  less  marked,  in  a  demonomauiac  nal  organs  as  by  that  of  the  external 
who  \«  as  <  \tremely  emaciated,  who  fan-  senses.  3rd.  Illusions  set  reason  astray 
eied  that  she  earned  In  her  abdomen  with  respect  to  the  nature  and  cause  of 
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the  impressions  actually  received,  and 
excite  the  individual  to  acts  more  or  less 
irrational.  4th.  Sex,  education,  profes- 
sion, habit,  by  modifying  cerebral  ac- 
tion, modify  the  character  of  illusions, 
fitli.  niuaiona  assume  the  character  of 
\hr  if]f'n«  ncH  ns  of  tlir  pns<;ions 
which  prcduniniatc  in  the  persons  af- 
fected. 6tli.  Illusions  cannot  be  con- 
founded witli  hallucinations,  since  in 
tlie  latter  tlie  brain  alone  is  excited. 
7th.  finally,  reason  dissipates  the  illu- 
sions of  the  man  who  is  sound  in  mind, 
whilst  it  is  unable  to  destroy  the  illu- 
sioiiv  of  maniaes.~AreAtves  de  Mtd. 
Oct,  1^:^ 


DISCHARGE  OP  WORBfS  FROM 
VARIOUS  PARTS  or  m  BOPY*. 

John  Auxaiidbr,  aged  10  years,  was 

for  nearly  a  year  in  a  delicate  state  of 
healtli;  aJthuugb  his  appetite  continued 
pretty  good,  he  had  much  wasting  of 
flesh  and  pfeneral  debili^.  AbonCeight 
in  nrfh^  '^inrc  a  tumor  arose  over  the 
epiyastriuni,  w  hich  after  being  poulticed 
for  some  day^i,  burst  and  discharged, 
with  about  tw(»  ounces  of  pus,  a  white 
worm  half  au  inch  lon«^.  In  a  few  days 
the  abscess  healed.  Ei^-ht  or  ten  days 
afterwards  a  secuud  tmuor  arose,  about 
three  inches  distant  from  the  6rst,  on  the 
right  side  of  the  (  best,  wbirh  after  some 
days  also  burst  and  gave  exittf)  another 
worm.  It  is  needless  to  pariicuiarize 
the  different  instances ;  suffice  it  to  say, 
ftniii  tlic  time  of  the  first  worm  being 
disthary:i  (i  until  I  first  Faw  him,  which 
was  au  interval  of  two  months,  five 
womia  had  made  their  appeannce. 
Tliey  were  all  similar  to  the  first,  and 
lived  for  a  few  hours  after  their  dis- 
cbarge. When  I  saw  Lim  the  integu- 
ments of  the  riffht  check  and  eye  weie 
excessively  swoflen,  and  in  the  course 
of  a  few  days  another  worm  was  dis- 
charged from  the  upper  ej  c-iid.  I  re- 
oomntended  diJIbrent  medicines  for  the 
space  of  six  w  eeks,  but  Uk"  formation  of 
ohsrt  vse>.  ofi  difreit  iit  parts  of  tlic  truuk 
aud  i:\ueuiiiics  Jiroceeded,  and  iJtoge- 
ther  about  twenty  worms  were  &- 
charged,  principally  from  the  ri^bt  side. 
At  lenjjlh  two  fjraiiis  of  calomel  were 
given  every  night  uuui  ilie  gums  be. 


*  Extrwi  or  a  Utter  frmn  Mr.  C.  NcUmw,  of 
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came  afilheted,  and  convalescence  shortly 
afterwaids  took  place ;  I  shaU  not  pre. 

tend  to  say  wbetlier  from  mercurial  in- 
fluence, or  from  the  produce  of  the  ori- 

flnal  nidus  having  been  exbauste<l. 
he  boy  has  been  now  for  nearly  three 
months  quite  well,  his  Ijcaltb  and 
strength  being  completely  re-establish- 
ed. The  worms  ajipeared  to  be  asca- 
rides.  None  were,  however,  at  any 
time  observed  to  be  di-rbarged  from  tlie 
intestines,  nor  were  the  bowels  irregu- 
larly affected. 

I  cannot  account  for  their  formation  : 
w  ilt  llier  the  first  deposition  of  eggs  had 
been  made  by  some  means  uncb*r  the 
external  skin,  or  whether  a  worm  had 
perforated  the  intestine,  and  at  length 
made  its  way  to  the  surface.  I  inchne 
to  the  latter  opinion,  from  tiie  boy's  pre- 
vious ill  healll).  1  could  in  a  t'vw  in- 
Stances  trace  a  reddish  line  from  one 
ahsfoss  to  the  other;  this  was,  bowe\er, 
after  the  in  w  abscess  appeared.  The 
patient  himself  felt  no  uneasiness  in  the 
part,  nor  had  he  any  idea  where  the 
next  abscess  would  foim  until  it  ap- 
peared externally*. 


PRESERVATION  OF  LEECHES  BT 
FEEDING  TRKU  WITH  SUGAR. 


The  attention  of  the  Academy  of  Medi- 
cine has  been  lately  called  to  this  sub- 
ject by  a  chemist.  A  commission  was 
appointed  to  investigate  particulars,  and 
they  have  jgiven  in  their  report,  wnich^ 
b^^^•  ver,  IS  not  favourable  to  Uie  pro- 
posal. 

The  chemist  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
blood  which  we  ho  freipiently  find  in  the 

w  .-iff-r  ill  which  the  leeches  are  kt  [it  is 
not  disgorged,  but  flows  from  the  w  ounds 
which  the  animals  inflict  on  each  otiicr 
when  li [iildled together ;  the commisston 
doubt  iJie  accuracy  of  tlifv  A  ^reat  er- 
ror has  very  generally  been  committed^ 
in  supposing  that  one  of  the  can.«<es  of 
tlie  loss  of  so  many  leeches  is  (be  jnitre- 
faction  of  the  *'  mucositics  which  exude 
from  their  bodies;"  now  these  so  called 
mucositics,  are  in  fact  the  cnidcnnes, 
which  arc  regularly  thrown  off  at  inter- 
vals, in  the  same  manner  as  the  .scarf- 
skin  of  a  snake.  ']"|ie  inipres^inns  nf  the 
lings  of  the  leech  are  (|uite  obvious  on 
this  mueosltj;  it  is  detached  first  to. 


*  From  the  JUcdito-CUiurfical  Bevlc«r« 
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wards  the  head,  and  the  aniiiMl  etetfiet 
from  it  as  from  a  abeack,  which  atill  ad- 

licrcs  for  a  shnrt  time  to  tlie  tail,  so  that 
we  often  sec  tin-  Ireches  swimming  about 
with  this  lueiiibranous  appendage.— 
Bnlht.  Gen.,  mndMed.  Cktr.  Review, 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

Suturdayt  July  6, 1839. 

"  Licet  omnltra*.  !lcet  etlftm  mlhl,  (Hfunltaten 
ArtiM  Mediem  tuerli  potestM  tnodo  veuieudl  io 
yuUlcott  tilt  lUceadl  {MrlCttlnJD  bob  recuto." 

IRISH  RECIPROCITT. 

WasH  we  apolce  latdj  of  the  ill  grace 
with  which  ihc  Scotch  came  into  Eng- 
land to  demand  the  abolition  of  what 
they  hare  been  pleased  to  call  a  mono- 
poly, and  to  seek  the  possession  of  pri- 
Tileges  here  which  bj  law  tbej  cannot 
enjoy  at  home,  they  replied  to  us — that 
though  these  restrictions  do  exist  iti  the 
letter,  they  have  been  long  abolished  in 
the  hpirit;  and  that  they  have  never 
Ivf  en  acted  upon  "  within  the  memory 
ol'  man."    The  presence  of  the  beam 
thev  aihiiit,  but  thev  sav  U  does  not  ob- 
struct  tbclr  vision  ;  anil  ^ve  suppose  it  is 
as  a  proof  oi  iIjis  iLat  they  shew  them- 
selves highly  ofleuded  with  their  neigh- 
bour*a  mote.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
excuse  bearing  even  the  semblance  of 
plausibility,  except  the  consciousness 
which  it  betrays  of  the  existence  of 
something  to  be  amended:  and  where 
a  wish  to  remo?e  what  is  narrow  and 
illiberal  is  expressed,  we  can  make  large 
allowances.  This,  howeirer,  is  not  the 
case  with  a  party  of  whose  proceedings  we 
mean  now  to  take  some  iioficr,  rind  Avith 
Mhose  unblushing  coolness  \s «       p  ht-vu 
perfeetlv  ;!stoun(led.  A  deputation  comes 
over   here,  from  the  Irish  College  of 
Surgeons,    to   seek    u    "  i >  M]>roeily." 
Let  ua  state  a  few  facts  relative  to  the 


conduct  of  ibete  woiAiea  in  theur  own 
country,  and  it  will  presently  be  seen 
what  sort  of  reciprocity  they  merit 

We  haYe  more  than  once  called  at- 
tentioii  to  the  cunning  clause  inserted 
into  the  biah  Grand  Jury  Bill  by  the 
good  people  of  the  College  of  Surgeons 
in  Ireland — bearing  that  the  Onnd 
Juiy  should  pay  no  surgeon  of  a  county 
infirmary  who  could  not  produce  the 
diploma  of  their  College  ;  (bus  virtually 
excluding  all  other  snri,' r mis  from  -situa- 
tions of  any  wortli  in  tin-  Irisii  hospitals, 
to  the  grievous  injury  of  a  large  and 
respectable   body  of   ^  r  icUtioners  in 
Ireland,  holding  the   dtpioma  of  the 
London  and  other  Colleges.    Well,  the 
outcry  against  this  proceeding  they 
found  was  becoming  too  strong  for  them, 
and  there  was  evidendy  no  chance  of 
carrying  die  danae  in  the  Bill,  not- 
withstanding deptttatioB  upon  depnta- 
tion,  stirring  heayen  and  earih,  to 
secure  the  desired  object.  Something 
else  roust  be  done.   Another  bill  is  pre- 
pared, before  e?en  the  Grand  Jury  Bill 
is  disposed  of ;  and  this  new  and  most 
impudent  piece  of  le|jfi.slative  chicane 
not  only  embodies  the  clause  just  spoken 
oi,  but,  all  decency  aside,  seLs  forth  its 
obnoxious  features  in   an  aL-^Lrravated 
form.    In  the  second  <lau>e  of  this, 
which  is  denominutid  ihe  Irish  Infir- 
maries' Bill,  the  names  of  thirty-one 
covtttiea  are  mentioned,  in  which  pub- 
lie  infinnaries  or  boq»itals  are  to  be 
erected  and  ettablished ;  and  (he  sixth 
clause  proposes,  that  **  no  person  shall 
be  capable  of  being  eleeted  a  surgeon 
of  any  of  the  said  respective  County 
Infirmaries,  or  Hospitals,  who  shall  not 
previously  have  obtained  letters  testi- 
monial of  his  qur^lifiration,  under  the 
seal  of  the  llovnl  College  of  Surgeons 
in  IrcJa}if!,  im!  thnt  no  other  quaiifica- 
tinii  oi  I  \aiiiiiiatmu  shall  be  necessary 
to  iiiakr  jiis^  pcn<on  capable  «tf  being 
elected  surgeon  of  any  such  Infirmary, 
or  Hospital;  and  that  uo  person  t»haU 


Digitized  by  Google 


IRISH  RECIPROCiry. 


478 


be  apjutmicd  pYiysiciOB  to  any  such 
(Juuut^'  Itifinuary,  ur  Hospital,  who 
aball  not  be  exanuned  and  certified  to 
be  duly  qiiaKlled  wider  the  tea!  of  the 
King's  and  Qneen'a  College  of  Phjn* 
ciaiia  m  Irdmui.**  Yet  the  antbora  of 
thia  Bill  aie  aeekeia  of  ieei|itocitjr  in 
Enifland. 

But  further :  the  Irish  College,  wbicb 
eeeks  for  its  diplomatists  the  privilege 

of  coming  to  settle  in  England  on  the 
sani(-  tcmis  as  the  Tx)ndon  Colleg-e,  not 
only  are  themselves  unqualified  to  act  in 
the  capacity  of  Jipotbccaries  in  Ire- 
land, but,  by  a  stupid  conceit,  bimi  ilieir 
dijilujaatisti*  not  to  exercise,  as  long  us 
they  would  belong  to  the  College,  the 
art  and  mystery  of  the  apothecary. 
Yet  dwae  an  die  iedtcis  of  reciprocity 
in  England. 

Again:  the  new  Infinnariet  afinreiaid 
are  to  be  fitmitbed  wicb  apotbcoariea 
in  additi<m  to  swgeons.  Let  ua  lee 
what  the  reciprocity  leebcrs  bare  deter* 
mined  on  in  this  eaae.  Clause  16 
ordaina  that  the  Governors  of  tbe  said 
Infinuaries  shall  not  pay  Uie  appointed 
salary  to  any  apofbee^rv  who  shall  not 
have  **  served  an  apju- uticesbip  to  the 
art  nnd  mystery  of  an  aptitli<  r  ny,  and 
b<  ( It  duly  examined  and  certitied  under 
tbe  seal  of  the  Governor  and  Company 
of  the  Apothecaries'  Ilall  in  Ireland." 
So  tbat  if  an  Eugli^^h  general  pracdtion- 
er,  or  licentiate  of  tbe  Soeietjr  of  Apo> 
dieearies  in  London,  were  to  seek  tbe 
bnmble  situation  of  apothecary  in  an 
Iritb  County  Infirmary,  he  is  TirtoaUj 
excluded  by  this  Act,  or  proposed  Act, 
of  ParliamenL  Yet  tbe  exclusionists 
presume  to  come  over  here  and  demand 
a  reeiprocitf/.  We  humbly  hope  Uiat 
they  may  not  be  disappointed. 

Any  thing  more  in-ossly  b;vrefae( d  we 
never  witnessed,  tlian  tbe  conduct  of  the 
concoctcrs  of  this  Bill.  At  a  period 
u  lit  u  a.  i  ti  i.iiJi  dej^ree  of  hbt  r.ility,  real 
or  pretended,  is  deemed  absolutely  es- 
sential for  the  character  of  every  public 


measure,— destitute  of  common  decency, 
the  persons  in  question  cry  out  for  a 
nairow  and  illiberal  enactment,  vile 
enongb  to  disgrace  tbe  code  of  tbe  least 
eiviliied  people  in  Europe:  and  wbile 
tbey  aedc  to  secure  to  tbemselres  diia 
flagrant  monopoly  in  tbeir  own  countiy, 
they  are  niode.st  enough  to  be  anibitiout 
of  tbe  additional  privilege  of  becoming 
general  practitioners  in  England. 

The  question  whether  these  persons  of 
the  Irish  College  arc  competent  to  the 
functions  of  an  English  apothecary,  is 
quite  distin<  t  from  tbe  subject  of  which 
we  treat.  i)i  course,  if  the  legislature 
choose  to  ordain  tliat  the  h'nyitsh  sur- 
geon may,  if  he  please,  become  an  apo- 
thecary, we,  in  the  spirit  of  the  libera- 
lity wbicb  baa  e? er  dbaracterised  our 
arrangements  bere,  bave  no  objection 
to  tbe  admission  of  Scotcb,  and  even 
Jrithf  surgeons  to  tbe  same  privilege  $ 
but  first  we  must  be  satisfied  on  wbat 
grounds  tbe  latter  class  assume  to  tbem- 
selvcs  the  right  of  monopolizing  every 
thing  in  their  own  country,  and  tben,  not 
content  with  their  chance  of  procuring 
snrqical  appointments  here  (from  which 
thev  havr  never  bren  «'\«-brded),  ■^vould 
fain  be  eli^il>k  us  ji^cneral  practitioners 
also.  Let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that,  as 
matters  now  stand,  the  E»g"Ush  surgeon 
is  not  only  ineligible  to  a  County  In- 
firmary in  Ireland,  but  tbe  Engiisb 
apotbecaiy  also  is  excluded  from  ezer* 
cising  tbat  brancb  of  the  profession  for 
wbicb  be  is,  on  all  bands,  acknowledged 
to  be  so  perfectly  qualified! 

We  bare  often  had  occasion  to  notice 
the  presumptuous  forwardness  of  tbe 
Irish  College  of  Surgeons :  never,  how. 
ever,  so  seriously  as  now.  We  have 
often  dcmaiulcd  who  are  tbe  wonderfvil 
8ur^T<»ns,  sprin!^in<4-  from  the  Irish  Col- 
let:*, iliai  entitle  it  to  such  peculiar  im- 
munities; and  we  bavc  never  had  the 
shadow  t>l  a  rejjly.  If  a  (  an  be  shewn 
to  u.s  tliat  Uie  system  pur^^utd  in  the 
York-Street  College  is  superior  to  that 
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of  all  die  other  Collegesm  the  Empire— 
if  it  ean  be  Atfwn  that  thnr  d^knaatist* 
ne  superior  to  tboee  of  otlier  places-- 
then  let  tbcee  pre*emiiient  pefwms  posMst 
the  peenlier  adTantegvs  to  which  their 
snperiorqiialifieationK  entitle  them,  and 
let  us  hold  out  eneouragemeot  to  such 
otnaments  of  theprofeaBion  to  come  and 
aettle  amongst  us.  But  as  we  have 
never  been  favoured  with  the  least  proof 
of  this  superiority,  and  as  we  have  long- 
sinc«  mndc  up  our  minds  as  to  the  ave- 
rajfc  nirrit  of  the  individuals  in  question, 
we  see  no  reason  for  conceding"  lo  them 
any  peculiar  indulgence  ;  and  the  tuoi  e 
so,  jis,  in  the  instance  above  quoted, 
their  grasping"  and  graceless  conduct 
disentitles  them  to  all  favour  and  af- 
ftotion. 

There  is  one  other  £sature  in  Aia  new 
Irieh  Infiimary  Bill  which  is  eurions* 
namelj,  the  prominent  poeition  which 
the  medical  men  of  the  dieatk  Ho^tiiai 
have  in  it.  This,  together  with  the 
active  part  taken  I)y  the  surgeon  en 
ektf  of  that  establishment,  during  his 
recent  visit  to  London,  in  procuring  the 
measure  a  first  reading  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  marks  pretty  distinctly  the  pa- 
teniitv  and  place  of  birtii  of  tbi'^  job- 
bin:;  Bill.  Only  think  of  the  special 
privilege  aimed  at  l>v  the  men  of  the 
Mentli !  In  idl  the  contemplated  lu- 
iimiaricii  throughout  Ireland,  the  hur- 
geons  are  to  be  elected  (always  with  the 
txchtiive  proviso)  by  the  governors  and 
annual  membeis,  except  in  the  Meath 
Hospital  alone^  where  the  surgeons  and 
physicians  are  to  he  fe{^-elected.  It  is 
to  he  made  lawful  Ibr  them,  or  a  mijo* 
nty  of  them,  to  elect  a  physician  or 
surgeon,  in  tlie  room  of  any  physician 
or  sui^^n  who  shall  make  a  vacancy  in 
the  hospital.  And  what  does  the  reader 
think,  do  these  specially  excepted,  self- 
privileg-ed,  individuals  rr'ivc  u\i  by  way 
of  a  set-4jrt'  for  the  iireeedency  which 
liiey  thus  assume  ?  Why  they  g-i^e  up 
their  joint  claim  to  the  hiuidred  a-year} 


which  would  otherwise  be  divided 
amongst  them as  the  Bill  says'— in 
consideration  of  their  relinquishing,  on 
behalf  of  themselres  and  their  sueeea- 
sors  in  said  hospital,  att  claim  and  title 
to  the  aminal  lalaiy  of  one  hundred 
pounds  of  tlie  public  money,  whieb 
they  would  othenvi sic  be  entitled  to,  in 
consequence  of  this  Act."  Wonderful 
disinterestedness !  Pure  patriotism,  thus 
to  save  the  nation  one  hundred  pounds 
a  year;  merely  securing,  in  return,  lo 
tbe  gentlf  nipn  of  the  Meath  Ho-sy)ital 
flie  tridiag  little  privilege  of  making 
uliom  tbty  please  their  colleagues! 

But  in  our  opinion,  patriotism  and 
disiutcrcstcducss  apart,  the  faculty  of 
the  Meath,  with  their  enlightened 
GmmU  at  their  head,  wiB  have  richly 
earned  much  more  Iban  the  sum  whidi 
they  forego,  by  their  devemcsa  Id 
getting  up  this  BiU  in  behalf  of  the 
diplomatista  of  the  Irish  College }  and 
we  should  certainly  add,  that  the  said 
College  Oii^ht  to  see  that  their  worthy 
managers  suffer  no  detriment  in  their 
finances  in  cooseipienGe  of  such  disin- 
terestedness, did  we  not  recollect  that 
those  persons  arc  tliemselver,  for  the 
most  part,  tlie  stafl'of  tlie  establishment, 
and  sure  of  rea])inga  rich  harvest  if  tbe 
measure  be  carried  ! 

Of  the  dexterity  of  the  Scotch  mana- 
gers in  slyly  getting  up  their  Bill,  we 
have  before  had  occasion  to  speak ;  but 
we  had  then  no  idea  how  soon  our  canny 
Iriends  in  the  North  were  to  he  eclipsed 
by  our  modest  friends  in  the  West 
For  groas  jobbing,  and  cool  eifron- 
tety,  considering  the  party  fiom  whom 
it  emanates-^the  rtciprocitjf  seekeit— 
we  are  dis]io.scd  to  think  that  this  new 
Infirmaries'  Bill  has  scarcely  ever  been 
equalled. 

In  another  page  wc  give  an  abstract 
of  its  contents  ;  and  it  is  almost  unne- 
cessary loaiid,  tbat  we  shall  >^.'ifch  nar- 
ros\\y  lis  mcandcrings  thiougb  the 
lcgi<$Utui-c. 
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SCOTCH  APOTHECARIES'  BILL. 

We  hBJt  lo  axmounoe  that  the  Bill,  as  it 

could  not  be  earned  through  in  its  ori- 
ginal integri^—to  accomplish  which  a 
great  effort  was  made  in  the  Commit* 
tec-  is  withdrawn.  The  Scotch  College 
of  Snrg'cons  is  not  content  to  be  placed 
on  the  same  footing  as  that  of  London, 
and  the  resnit  will  be  a  general  inquiry 
into  the  state  of  the  medical  profession 
next  season:  a  happy  issue  of  an  un- 
promising commencement.  Copies  of 
numerous  petitions  against  the  Scotch 
BtO  have  Inmo  ibrwaided  to  us,  but  we 
do  not  now  think  it  necessaiy  to  insot 
them.  We  take  some  credit  to  our* 
aelTOS  lor  haying  stirred  up  the  profts- 
sion  to  an  exjftesmm  of  their  senti- 
ments, and  can  positiveljr  state  that  it 
was  the  demand  for  a  general,  instead  of 
a  partisl  measure,  coming  to  parliament 
fiom  so  many  quarters,  in  the  shape  of 
petitions,  as  recommended  in  the  f^tges 
of  the  Medical  Gazette  some  weeks 
a  {TO,  which  has  led  to  the  removal  of 
a  threatened  evil  and  the  prospect  of 
future  infpiirj ;  and  we  therefore  trust 
of  fair  and  impartial  legislation.  Bj 
the  way,  wc  oug'ht  to  mention,  in  re- 
fcrcucc  to  our  remarks  last  wcck  re- 
garding the  College  of  Surgeons,  that 
we  are  informed  the  Society  of  Apotbe- 
caries  did  stipulate  for,  and  the  College 
of  Surgeons  (after  due  delibention)  had 
consented  to,  the  addition  to  dieir  cur- 
riculum, of  attendance  on  medical  prac- 
tice; which  pvorision  was  to  hare  been 
introduced  into  the  Bill  when  in  Com- 
mittee. 

MALIGNANT  CHOLERA. 

Sevbual  cases  of  cholera,  presenting 
alt  the  characters  of  the  epidemic  of 
last  year,  hare  occurred  in  London 
within  the  last  fortnight ;  without,  how- 
ever,  as  yet  manifesting  any  strong  dis> 
position  to  spread.    It  is  propw  Ibr 


medical  inrn  to  be  aware  of  the  facts, 
but  we  »ln  11  >t  nish  to  excite  popular 
alarm  by  iniin  ating'  the  particular  situ- 
ations in  which  the  disease  has  ap- 
peared, farther  than  by  statiug  that 
they  are  genendly  die  same  as  last 
summer. 

ALDERSOATE-STREET  DISPEN- 
8ART. 

An  appeal  has  been  made,  by  the  medi- 
cal officers  of  this  institution,  to  the 
general  body  of  the  Governors,  against 
a  proposal  recently  brought  forward,  of 
altering  the  rule  with  icgaid  to  elec- 
tions. At  present,  no  one  can  vote  on 
such  occasioii  unlew  he  hsTc  been  a 
Governor  during rix  months.  It  has  been 
recently  recommended  by  a  Committee, 
that,  for  six  mouths,"  the  words 
"  three  days"  be  substituted.  If  thi^ 
be  adoj)tcd,  the  election  will  always  be 
iTi  the  hands  of  the  man  who  ba^^  the 
longest  p\ii-se,  without  any  reference  to 
his  t)nali<icatjons.  We  trust  that  the 
Go^ernori?,  in  justice  to  themselves  and 
the  public,  will  reject  so  injurious  a 
proposal.  The  question  is  to  be  decided 
on  the  10th  instant. 


ABSTRACT 
or 

THE  INFIRMARIES* (laBUNo)  BILL. 

1.  Tu£  preamble  states,  that  it  is  expe- 
dient to  amend  certain  finmer  Acts  relat- 
ing to  the  erecting  and  establishing  public 
Infirmaries  and  Ilosiutals  in  Trtrland,  in 
order  to  their  amendment  and  consulida- 
tion.    Those  Acts  are  cnunMnted. 

2.  The  Arehhishop  of  the  province,  the 
iiOrd  Chancellor,  the  Bishop  of  the  diu- 
c^,  and  the  Reetor  of  the  parish,  are  to 
constitute  a  perpetual  enqniration  f  t  r  tu- 
blishiug  infirmaries  in  the  several  counties 
of  Ireland.  The  Meath  Hospital  par  er« 
ccUrnce  to  be  the  County  of  Dublin  In&r- 
niary. 

3, 4,  and  0.  These  clauses  state  the  qua- 
lifications for  govemon  and  annual  mem- 
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bers,  and  ihc  corporate  privileges  tiiey  are 
to  pooeM. 

G.  In  rn'«p  nf  a  vncancy,  notice  of  nn 
election  is  to  be  given  in  two  Uubiin  news, 
papen,  twenty-one  dayt  before  it  takes 
place,  and  **  no  |>ersou  shall  be  capable  of 
being  elected  a  surgeon  of  any  of  the  said 
fetpertive  county  infimiarics  or  hoapitalu, 
who  ^llull  not  previously  have  obtained 
letters  tt ^tiin'Mii  il  of"  !ms  •iiT  iljt'cation  un- 
fkr  the  stai  ol  tlu-  ]i.ti\al  i  itili  i{e  of  Sur- 
geons in  It^amd ;  iiiid  that  no  other  qoali- 
ncution  or  cxnniiruitiiiii  sliull  l»o  nctv^mry 
to  make  any  jpcrson  capable  of  being  elect, 
ed  satgeon  or  any  sacb  infirmary  or  hospi. 
tal ;  and  that  no  pt  r^  n  nl!  !  <  upjiointcd 
Dhysician  to  any  such  county  infirmary  or 
sospital,  who  shall  BOt  be  examined  and 
ccrti6ed  to  be  dulv  qualified  under  the  seal 
of  the  King's  and  'Qoeen's  CoU^  of  Phy- 
sicians in  Ireland.^* 

7.  Tliis  t  hiusc  provides  for  the  mtdiial 
men  of  tlK-  .Alcath  bring  self  elected,  while 
in  all  other  county  luiiipitals  tlie  members 
of  the  corporate  body,  namely,  the  gorer^ 
llor'=.  ^'vf.  nrt-  \n 

b.  One  hundred  pounds  annually  to  be 
paid  to  the  medical  attendants  of  eadi  In- 
Brmary,  as  spi  rifii  d. 

9.  'I  he  Grand  Jury  empowered  to  pre- 
sent to  the  amount  of  600/.  annually,  for 
the  support  of  the  said  inflmarice  i«- 
apcctively 

10.  CerUua  additional  uiliimaries  may 
he  battt  hi  eaeh  oonnty,  nnder  certain  oon> 

ditions. 

1 1.  The  Grand  Jury  may  present  an  od. 
ditional  lOOt  to  the  medical  attendants. 

12.  13,  II,  and  15,  are  clauses  re!  ;itii:  or  to 
minor  arrangements,  such  as  quarterly 
and  other  meetings  of  governors,  &c 

16.  Restricts  the  apothecary  in  each  in. 
firmary  to  be  a  person  ccrtifietl  hy  the  Iruh 
Company  of  Apothecaries,  otherwise  not 
to  be  entitled  to  his  talaiy  of  90(.  a  year. 


0*N  GONOIUdUl^AL  OI'HTHALMIA. 

Br  Bab«»n  Di  rt  vTr.i:»». 

From  tfce  "  L«coa»  Omks,*'  publUhcd  prriodl 
<allr*  wwr  the  Baraa**  laapeetloB. 

Tnvms  are  few  weeks,  said  H.  Dnpuytren, 

dnrinif  wliich  eases  of  vciTfrr  il  njihtlial- 
mia  do  not  present  tht:m&4.'hc«»,  citlier  in 
the  waids  or  in  the  oonBultatton^ioom. 
This  severe  aflTiction  most  frequently  re- 
suits  from  a  direct  inoculati(»n  by  means 
of  the  fingers  applied  to  the  eye,  when 
aoilid  by  the  mucus  of  the  urethra.  In 
some  case's,  however,  the  ophthalmia  ap- 
pears on  the  »uddeu  suppression  of  a  ure- 
thral dischax^e,  partJcuIarly  when  tho 


cause  of  this  is  at  the  same  time  calculated 
to  aliiNit  the  conjunctiva;  fbr  example, 
expo>siirf  to  cold.  M.  l^nrrsavs  that  tbia 
disease  is  extremely  rare  in  women ;  but 
this  assertion  appears  to  mo  to  be  inaoen- 
ni'i':  in  hospitals  devoted  to  syphilis,  we 
SCO  many  more  ophthalmic  cases  in  women 
than  in  men,  and  the  wards  of  the  Hotel 
Dtea  present  a  similar  result.  But,however 
this  may  be,  ihv  iifTt  rtion  is  always  very 
troublesome,  and  rctjuiru^  cuns.iuul  aiten- 
tion  and  energetic  measures  on  the  part  of 
the  miilidil  nttenflant.  inflaniniation 
has  been  kuown  to  licjitroy  the  ball  of  the 
eye,  and  empty  it  In  seven  or  eight  doys. 
^  ou  saw,  a  short  time  ago,  two  won.on 
who  speedily  lost  their  sight  in  conscnuence 
of  gonorrheeal  ophthalmia.  A  chila,  who 
is  at  present  (April  IKKJ)  in  one  of  this 
wards,  also  became  blind  from  the  same 
caiLsc.  In  tlicse  three,  the  disease  was  not 
treated  from  the  commencement,  so  that 
lliey  hnd  nearly  lost  their  sight  when  thev 
came  to  the  nospital  —  examples  w  hich 
nnite  with  many  others  in  proving  that 
too  mnch  ])riennti<)n  cannot  be  adopted 
in  preventing  so  terrible  a  result. 

ft  is  generally  said,  that  when  the  eph> 
tbalmia  results  from  suppression  of  the 
discharge  from  the  urethra,  it  aflects  both 
eyes*  at uuce,  whilst  that  from  inoculation 
only  attmrks  one.  Actual  observation  sel- 
dom  confirms  these  distinctitms  nifule  in 
the  closet,  and  in  most  of  the  ca»c&  1  Imve 
seen,  and  tymostall  of  which  depended  on 
t)ic  latter  cause,  both  eyes  were  equally 
afiected.  in  these  different  cases,  how- 
ever,  betheeanaeof  the  ophthalmia  what 
it  may,  the  most  enrrcrctic  nu  ans  must  be 
be  promptly  adopted  to  obviate  the  conse- 
qnenoes. 

Antiphlogistics,  such  as  general  and  lo- 
cal  bleeding,  emollient  lotions  and  revul- 
sives of  every  kind,  are  generally  insuffi- 
cient WitHout  neglecting  these  ncaaa, 
which  are  witlmut  doubt  adrantasreoas,  it 
is  necessary  to  have  recount  to  a  k>cal  and 
special  treatment,  the  others  beinfc  in 
reality  but  aeees-uries.  This  trcatT^imt 
consists  in  ttic  iusuUlatiun,  by  means  ot  a 
small  tube,  of  calomel,  prepared  in  vapour, 
on  the  conjunctiva  and  i>al|KbraB.  This 
insufflation  is  to  be  repeated  oooe  or  twice 
daily ;  and  one  or  two  drops  of  the  Uqnid 
laudanum  of  Sy<lcnham  are  to  be  intro. 
duccd  between  the  eye-lidf,  hot  Ottly  ia 
the  evening. 

Case  I. —  Gonorr)ueat  Ophthalmia  of  fm  dcy$* 
durutiaa  —  Emphtfment  of  iMurtUtim  of 

I,  ,nged  30,  a  very  &t  Uttle  mar. 

•  III  thr  oriKii  al  It  i»  "  le»  <leus  texr«,"  bul 
tbe  cootcil  shtwa  ttwt  |hU  is  •  ml»|iriirt« 
belsf  evMtatIr  mcsiiL--IV«N«Msr. 
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eJitrnf^r,  f-njoyincr  cr'>i^'1  health,  who  men- 
•truatud  at  14,  aud  had  in  Tenr  short  time 
»ix  duldren,  wme  whom  cm  suckled'— 
had  sufTercd  much  from  Icucorrhceli,  and 
been  much  exposed  to  the  weather. 
This  wonum  had  had  several  attacks 
of  discharge  fVom  the  vagina.  She 
utatis  that  from  tlif  I  nth  to  20th  of 
January  the  cold  air  grtailjt  incommoded 
faereyes,aiid  that  thej  were  inflamed.  On 
the  evening  of  the  20th,  the  riijlif  vw  he- 
came  tlic  seat  of  acute  pain,  ax  if  fiUeil  with 
sand;  she  eonld  not  sleep,  and  next  mom* 
ing  the  eyelids  were  so  much  swollen 
that  they  cooid  not  be  separated.  2>he 
was  ofdered  cataplanns,  tlie  hip-hath, 
and  a  lotion;  but  without  benefit. — 
On  the  22d  a  larc^c  bli'strr  to  tlie  arm. 
On  the  2'lth  the  left  c)e  similarly  af- 
fected. Same  plan  of  treatrntrnt  pur. 
sued  till  February  2d,  when  she  wn<« 
brought  to  the  Hotel  Dieu.  The  eyelids 
were  then  mneh  swollen,  tha  conjunctiva 
forming  a  projection  of  a  deep  red  colour, 
rery  painful,  and  with  a  greenish,  pari- 
form,  very  offcnsiTe  discharge.  The  cornea 
could  not  be  seen,  the  patient  could  not 
distinguish  any  object,  and  had  constant 
deep-seated  shootiui^  pains  of  both  eyes, 
with  headache,  anorexia,  and  fever.  8he 
had  a  very  abundant  diM-hinre  from  the 
urtihm  and  vagina,  regarding  ttu>  origin 
of  which  she  would  give  no  information, 
but  the  appearance  of  which  sp<»ke  for 
itself;  and  in  these  cases  the  answers  of  the 
patients  add  little  to  the  conviction  of  the 
practitioner. 

In  the  evening  the  insufflation  of  pre- 
pared  calomel  Mtween  the  lids  was  com- 
menced, and  a  drop  of  laudanitm  instilled 
into  ench  eye.  The  part**  were  washed 
careliiliy  vvilb  plain  water,  and  the  eyes 
protected  by  a  Mudage.  Sue  had  a  better 
night. 

Next  day  the  same  means  were  con* 
tinned,  the  insufflation  being  performed 

night  and  morning;  with  the  greatest  care. 
The  barrt'l  of  a  quill  or  a  small  ^Inss  tube 
wa8  maiie  use  of,  into  which  a  little  pow. 
dend  calomel  was  introduced,  and  then 
the  eyelids  bein^  held  apart  as  much  as 
possible,  the  breath  was  applied  at  the 
odier  end  of  the  tolie,  ana  the  powder 
blown  over  the  wlioI(  df  the  diseased  sur- 
face. In  such  cases  the  movements  of  the 
eyelids  and  the  team,  wfaidi  Ikiir  in  abttii- 
dance,  carry  the  rsmedy  into  eteiy  fold  of 
the  conjunctiva. 

Under  the  use  of  these  remedies  the  im- 
pfToiement  was  rapid,  the  purulent  dis- 
charge dimininhcd,  and  the  pains  became 
much  lesH  acute.  Nevertheless  the  tume* 
faetion  of  the  conjunctiva  had  not  dimi. 
nished  suffieientiv  to  admit  of  the  cornea 
being  seen,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to 


say  as  yet  what  the  teniiinrrtirm  nf  thr 
case  might  be.  Neither  must  it  be  fui^j^ot 
that  the  disease  bad  existed  more  than  ten 

days  before  the  patient  came  to  the  hospi- 
Inf.  it  is  not  improbable,  therefore,  that 
ulceration  of  the  cornea  may  taJco  }>lace, 
leading  to  the  loss  of  sight 

.At  the  end  of  fifteen  days  the  left  eye 
ha<l  regained  its  functions. 

Casb  it. —  QflnorrhcEal  Ophthalmia — Early 
adaption  of  tha  TVeatmmt^^tmdy  Reeotery* 

A  woman,  about  25  years  of  age,  came, 
a  month  before  the  precedinjf,  to  the 
Hotel  Dieu,  to  be  treated  for  gonorrhceal 
ophthalmia  of  the  right  eye.  A  green- 
colourcl  ]His  l);Lth(>d  the  lid^,  rindtheevo 
could  nut  be  opened  without  great  di&. 
culty.  The  conjunctiva  was  mudi  swollen, 
and  the  pain  very  acute.  The  insufilation 
of  calomel  and  the  use  of  the  laudanum 
were  l>cgun  five  days  after  the  onset  of  the 
disea-^e;  a  sensible  improvement  was  re* 
marked  some  time  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  treatment ;  by  degrees  all  the 
simptoms  disappeared,  and  in  three  wedtt 
she  was  quite  welL 

Oononrbaeal  ophthalmia  is  ft«quently 

met  with  in  children,  and  it  is  then  gene- 
rally called  puriform,  without  any  particu- 
lar reference  to  its  cause.  It  depends,  in 
new- bom  infants,  on  direct  inoculation 
which  has  taken  place  durincr  rarttirifinn. 
it  is  always  severe,  and  often  lca»l.s  to  tiie 
loss  of  the  eye.  The  treatment  ought  to 
be  the  same  as  for  adults,  and  much  care 
is  required  and  much  perseverance,  be- 
cause the  pain  piodnces  a  spasmodic  con. 
traction  of  the  orbicular  muscles,  so  that 
it  is  V I  rv  difficult  to  introduce  the  remedies 
effectually. 

Those  who  have  attended  the  Clinique 
of  the  Hotel  Dieu  fi>r  >-nmc  vi  nrv,  have 
seen  a  considerable  number  of  persuus  af- 
fected with  gonorrboBal  ophthalmia  under 
treatment,  hut  have  never  witnessed  any 
attempt  made  to  restore  the  urethral  dis 
charge.  It  is  proper  to  remark,  however, 
that  as  a  too  sudm  cessation  of  such  dis- 
chai^  may  produce  ophthalmia,  so  this  is 
to  be  avoided,  lu  most  cases,  however,  the 
two  proceed  simultaneously,  without  ap- 
parently influencing  each  miIut  ns  revul- 
sives. The  idea  of  antagonist  affections, 
so  sedueinr  in  theory,  is  rarely  in  accor- 
dance  with  facts.  Inflannnati(»n  of  the 
skin  frequently  produces  similar  affections 
of  the  mucous  membranes;  those  of  the 
serous  membranes  produce,  it  may  be^  the 
successive  <U  vclopinent  of  one  <<  rous  in- 
flammation after  anotlier ;  so  that  analo. 
gous  structures  are,  in  fact,  much  more  in 
accordance  than  those  wbi<  !i  nrc  dissimilar. 

Venereal  ophthalmia  naturally  leads  us 
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to  speak  of  some  other  aflections  of  the 
eye;  the  treatment  of  which,  though  they 
be  different  M  to  eanse,  is  worthy  of  At- 
tention, on  aocoont  of  its  efficacy. 

T>nrin2:  ^^mc  years,  patients  have  conic 
to  cumuli  me  about  specks  on  the  cornea, 
as  they  used  fonnerly  to  consult  Desanlt 
fur  chronic  ophthalmia,  whether  scrofulous 
or  otherwise.  The  treatment  I  employ 
consists  ill  tlit  fuliowing  mLthods: — If  the 
irritation  is  acute,  I  have  them  bled;  if 
it  be  lcs«;  considerable,  leci  hes  nre  applied 
to  the  temples.  I  then  administer  one  or 
two  gentle  purin^tires,  at  the  distance  of 
two  or  three  day^  from  each  other.  A 
seton  is  introduced  into  the  back  of  the 
neck;  and  a  ^lindrical  one,  made  of 
cotton,  is  preferable  to  those  which  are 
flat.  To  these  means  I  add  the  insuf 
flation,  night  and  momingi  of  a  pinch 
of  the  f<dlowing  powder— riz.  tutty, 
c;>Tnlit'<l  snq^ar,  calomel  prepared  in  va- 
pi>ur;  of  each  euual  parts.  The  eves  are 
neither  to  be  wasned  nor  rubbed  met  the 
insufllalion ; — when  there  is  no  di<ica.'?c  of 
the  eye-lids,  no  inflammation,  no  irrita- 
tion of  Uie  oonjunctira,  the  insufflation 
of  the  above  powder  is  generally  sufficient 
of  itself  to  remove  the  specks.  Those  which 
arc  recent  aud  J»lif5lit,  are  eom])letel^  dis- 
sipated in  some  weeks.  Specks  of  alongcr 
staiulini,'-,  thicker  and  lir  nd  r,  ii'^nally 
disappear  in  a  month  or  six  weeks;  and  I 
have  seen  some,  which  occupied  nearly 
the  whole  cornea  and  ohstruelcd  the  en- 
tire  pupil,  completely  intercepting  the 
light,  disappear  entirely  in  the  course  of 
a  few  months. 

This  aflection  produces  long-eontinued 
and  obstinate  pains  in  the  head — contrac- 
tion of  the  puuil— turbidneas  of  tlic  aqueous 
and  Htreoas  numonrs — ^redness  of  the  con- 
junctiva—constant  fli>\v  of  burning  tears 
—intolerance  of  the  smallest  light — strong 
contraction  of  the  orbicular  muscles- the 
formation  behind  the  pupil  of  a  fibmus 
pellicle,  to  which  the  iris  becomes  adho 
rent  This  inflammation,  which  very  fre- 
quently attacks  scrofulous  chUdren,  and  is 
characteri/i  (l  bv  horror  of  light,  may  no 
doubt  be  treated  by  bleeding,  wcwes,  pur- 
gatives, setons,  &c. ;  but  cx)>ertenee  has  too 
often  cominced  me  of  tlie  insufficiency  of 
these  means,  and  has  consequently  led  me 
to  seek  for  others.  That  which  during  ten 
years  has  succeeded  best,  is  the  internal 
ns««  of  iJie  powder  and  extract  of  bclla- 
dunna.  I  prescribe  the  former  in  the  dose 
of  three,  four,  eight,  tweltre,  or  more  gnuns ; 
flic  latter  in  that  of  one,  two,  thrcf.r.r  rrtAre 
l^rains ;  either  being  divided  into  six  doses. 


and  one  taken  every  two  hours.  To  j) re- 
tent  narcotism,  eithw  local  or  general,  such 
as  this  remedy  might  occa<-ion,  I  am  in  the 
habit  of  accompanying  its  rxhibitioii  by 
the  u.se  of  artificial  Seltzer  water. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  say.  HuX  mthenfu- 
lorn  and  antiicorbutic  remediei  oan  only  jn« 
crease  the  inflammation. 
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IHUoa^OH      tht  Humerus  bachvufdi  en  tht 

Dist.ocATTox  of  the  humerus  backwards  it 
so  rare  that  DcKsauit  never  met  with  it ; 
and  his  editor,  Bichat,  dechued  that  no 
instance  of  its  occurrence  was  recorded, 
iinplyinp:  a  doubt  of  tJie  fact  itself.  In 
\X\is  respect  Bichat  was  wrong :  amongst 
Others,  Kirkland  saw  and  reduced  two 
cases  of  it.  Rover  was  formerly  of  the 
same  opinion  as  Bichat,  having  remarked 
tiiat  ^  there  is  one  species  of  dislocation 
of  the  humerus  which,  though  v  riht><I, 
and  the  possibility  of  it  made  manifest, 
we  are  not  acquainted  with  a  single  in- 
stance— it  is  the  dislocation  outward  or 
backward."  But  further  observation  has 
shewn  tliis  exjpericuced  pracliliiiutr  one 
example  of  this  dislocation;  and  Sir  A» 
Cuoptr  has  met  with  it  only  twice  in  the 
course  of  thirty-eight  years  practice. 

An  instance  of  fibis  dislocation  lately  oe. 
currcd  at  the  3fiddlesex  Hospital,  in  the 

person  of  Mary  H  ,  set.  49,  of  smtre 

make,  who  presented  herself  on  the  aher' 
noon  of  June  4th,  shortly  alter  an  aocadent 
which  had  disabled  her  right  arm.  Mr. 
Gill,  the  house-surgeon,  having  recognized 
the  nature  of  the  accident,  called  the 
surgeon  of  the  week,  31  r.  Amott,  who 
happened  to  be  in  the  hospital  at  the  time, 
^at  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
witne^sinif  the  unusual  on m  r.  jice. 

The  nature  of  the  injury  was  evident 
to  the  eye,  without  the  aid  of  the  »*nse 
of  touch.  The  fimjecting  head  of  the  ha> 
meros  was  ^een  on  the  dorsum  of  the  sra- 
pnla  immediately  below  its  siiine,  wuli  an 
excavation  .in  front,  under  tne  acroniion, 
in  the  natural  sitiir\*iMn  fifthc  joint.  The 
arm  hung  by  the  side  precisely  as  the  left 
or  sounn  one,  and  was  not  oireeted  fbr> 
wards  and  outwards, as  represented  by  .some 
writers  in  describing  the  symptoms  of  this 
dislocation.  The  head  of  the  bone  could 
be  made,  and  was  seen,  to  rotate  in  its 
new  situation  on  the  back  of  the  scapula. 

The  accident  occurred  in  the  following 
way  Hie  patient  was  readdnc:  down  a 
box  from  the  top  of  another  t%  hie  h  stfKxl 
on  a  bedstead.  In  doing  this  her  arm  was 
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cxteiitled  u])warr1<?  and  forwards,  the  hand 
being  placed  so  us  lo  receiTo  the  box,  when 
Ibis  suddenly  slipped  off  tiie other,  and  she 
felt  her  right  arm  sfivewny  and  fall  power- 
less by  faer  side,  the  box  at  the  same  instant 
coming  to  the  ground. 

The  reduction  was  thus  effected : — The 
patient  was  seated  on  the  ground,  with 
the  sound  side  close  to  a  wall,  in  which 
was  a  staple  on  a  krel  with  the  shoulder, 
to  wliicli  the  apparatus  for  fixing  the 
trunk  and  scapula  wns  attached.  Exten- 
alon  was  made  by  two  men  Iry  means  of  a 
cloth  attached  to  the  humerus,  the  direc- 
tion of  which  was  outwar?!?;,  forwards,  and 
a  Utile  apwards,  the  surgeon  standing  be- 
hind the  patient,  and  retaining  the  seapnla 
from  yieldinc:  forwards.  After  hanging  on 
for  some  liuic,  and  then  by  a  more  forcible 
extension,  the  head  of  the  bone  slipped 
into  its  socket  witli  a  snap.— Ati  effort  at 
reduction  by  one  man  on  the  towel  had 
preFioosly  fiiiled. 


ROTAL  INSTITUTION. 
FMsy,  Kay  31, 188S. 

A^ii'  Law  of  TAtciiscai  Coiuitiction, 

Da.  Faradat,  having  had  a  paper  of  his 
lead  on  this  subject  at  the  Royal  Society 

Ia«!t  nitflit.  itnr!  rt.),,),  tn        a  popular  ac- 
count of  il  here  this  erening.    The  law  in 
qnestion  relates  to  the  conducting  power 
which  bodies  acquire  upon  undei^^oing  a 
chancre  from  the  solid  to  the  fluid  state. 
This  fact  is  most  obvious,  as  it  was  flrst 
obsenred,  in  water,  which,  the  moment  It 
is  frozen,  becomes  a  perH  rt  non-conductor. 
The  same  liolds  good  ot  the  oxides,  chlo- 
rides, salts,  &c.,  which  in  the  solid  state  are 
non-c<niilurrors,  hut  upon  being  liquefied 
become  conductors,  and  are  decomposed 
by  the  dectoic  agency.     Water,  how- 
CTcr,  is  not  to  be  considctcd  as  essen 
tial  to  electro. chemical  decompofjition  j  f .  r 
the  truth  is,  that  water  is  nearly  the  worst 
of  all  conductors  decomposed  by  the  bat- 
tery.    The  popular,   but  crroiuous  im- 

Sression  to  the  contrary,  owes  its  origin,  no 
onbt,  to  the  observation,  that  of  bodies 
decomposable  when  fluid,  water  is  the 
only  one  having  that  property  nt  ordinary 
temperatures.  Dr.  F.  noticed  also  the  re- 
lation which  bodied,  affected  by  this  law, 
have  in  respect  to  heat  and  electricity. 
When  solid  they  conduct  heat,  but  not 
electricity;  when  Hold  thev  condactelee. 
tricity,  but  not  beat;  and  {\u-  fliffcrcfiee  of 
a  single  degree  of  beat  is  sufficient  to  take 
•way  one  jpower  and  give  the  other,  and 


that  without  the  slic;htc3t  cbaogaiii  their 
chemical  composition. 


Friday,  May  31. 

On  the  Circulatory  System,  esptcialiy  ^ihe 
Lower  Animal t. 

Da.  Gbawt  delivered  a  Tery  interesting 
lecture  on  t!i  'I  velopment  of  Uie  vascular 
system  in  man,  and  the  correspond'  th  c  of 
ito  sereral  stages  with  the  permnm  nt  con- 
dition of  that  system  in  the  lower  animals. 
He  commenced  with  a  brief  allusion  t(»  the 
well-known  gradations  in  the  development 
of  the  osseous  and  nerroos  systems,  and 
proceeded  to  shew  a  similar  pradation  in 
the  vajicular.  For  this  purpose  he  explain- 
ed, by  a  series  of  well.ezeented  diagrams, 
the  plan  of  the  circulation  from  the  lowest 
to  the  h^hest  creature  in  the  scale,  and 
oonduded  by  nointing  out  the  several 
phases  of  the  development  of  the  heart 
and  great  vessels  in  the  human  subject, 
contrasting  each  with  the  permanent  con- 
dition of  the  same  oifans  in  the  lowest 
classes.  The  contrast  was  rcii  lrri  d  parti- 
cularly striking  by  the  diagrams,  which 

we  learned  were  from  the  pencil  of  Dr.  G. 
himeelf. 

On  Friday  evening,  Jnne  7,  Mr.  Palmer 
gave  a  lecture  on  the  laws  whicli  regulate 
the  disposal  of  shingle  and  shells  on  the 
sea-beach'— a  cnrlons  subject,  but  not  very 
clearly  treated. 

And  on  tlie  Friday  after,  June  14,  the 
evening  meetings  closed  with  an  intei«st- 
Ing  leetttie  ftom  Mr.  Broekedon, 

On  Cseu<eK0ife»  its  «s«s,  and  mare  particulaxiu 
its  appUesUon  to  (As  Mmufiutttn  cf  EUulw 

Web. 

The  natural  histon-  of  caoiitehouc,  its 
sonroe  as  procured  from  various  i>lants, 
but  especially  from  the  latropha  elostica, 
were  treated  of  in  the  first  jiurt  of  the  lec- 
ture.   The  applications  of  tije  substance  to 
lifferent  uses— such  at  the  elastic  balls  for 
I'lnying  with,  and  some  of  which  had  n 
extended  to  the  enormous  size  of  four  and 
live  feet  in  diameter— the  alr-cnshion— the 
water  bed,  were  then  noticed.   After  which 
Mr.  Broekedon  described  the  maihiiipry 
bjr  which  caoutchouc  is  made  into  thread. 
To  such  a  degree  of  tenuity  may  it  bo 
drawn,  that  a  single  pound  weight  will 
yield  8000  feet  oi  a  thread,  te<£nically 
called  No.  5,  which  again  by  machinery 
maybe  divided  in  len^rth  into  four  threads, 
thus  giving  '^jm  feet  of  thi«ad  from  a 
pound  of  elastic  gtrai.   FVom  threads  of 
this  sort  used  as  a  warp,  a  cloth  or  web  is 
worai,  which  has  been  already  applied  to 
ttoltitodinoas  uses,  t>ueh  as  girths  and 


Digitized  by  Goog 


480      BILLS  OF  MORTAUTIT. — ^Sf BTfiOROLOGICAL  JODBNAL. 

WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  or  BT  RIALS. 
Ffwn  Bills  of  Mortalitv,  Jniij  2,  18»J3. 


lollflfs  for  hmnes,  bandageit  in  mr^vry,  ke, 

4m?.  However  unyi* Mini:^  ii  niay  be  at  any 
time,  the  applicatlou  of  a  hut  iron  renders 
it  instaiitaneoiuly  eictenaible.  even  to  an 
almost  incredible  degree.  The  diflcrcnt 
solvents  of  caoutchouc  were  rnumcmtcd, 
and  the  manufactur*?  of  water-pnmf  cloth 
described ;  and  finally  •  fluid  (ue  compo- 
':itiou  of  which  is  a  secret)  was  nied,  by 
means  of  which  the  thread,  however  ap- 
parently rotten,  was  immediately  rcnoTEt> 
cd,  ancl  restored  to  even  more  than  prie* 
tioe  elasticity. 


EXCEEDING  MINUTENESS  OP 
CERTAIN  ORGANIZED  BEINGS. 


Sons  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  high 

degree  i>f  attenuation  of  wliich  organized 
matter  is  susceptible  from  the  following 
facts.  By  Professor  Khrcnhcrif's  mea- 
surement, the  monui  teniio  docs  uot  exceed 
l-]5n()th  t.»  1  200Oth  of  a  line  in  diameter; 
and  he  states  that  the  four  stomachs  do  not 
occupy  half  the  bulk  of  the  animal :  each 
■tomnch  must  therefore  be  abnut  I  HOOOth 
of  a  line  in  diameter.  Some  uf  Professoj* 
Ehrenberg's  observations  tend  to  profe 
that  the  genus  tm  uax,  and  some  others,  aie 
only  the  young  state  of  some  kolpod^, 
paramtcci^f  &c.  But  supposing  them  to  be 
perfectly  developed  animals,  and  that 
their  ova  bear  tlie  same  relation  to  the  size 
of  their  bodies  which  those  of  the  kolpodte 
do — ^tbat  is,  40  to  1 — ^we  must  conclude 
the  existence  of  young  niiuinrl'-  which 
hare  a  diameter  of  only  I-tiO^UOUth  of  a 
line,  or  l-730,OOOtb  of  an  in<^.  Each  of 
these  monads  must  possess  a  stomach  and 
organs  passing  in  dimensions  the  p<iwer  of 
numbers,  and  certainly  giving  us  very 
boundless  ideas  of  the  wonder:^  of  Ofga* 
nized  natuie.— Jumt.  Jour,  lltd,  Se, 


CHARTER  PoaTBB  GOWER-STREET 
SCHOOL. 

Mm.  TooKB  brought  on  his  promised  mo- 
tion on  this  subjfct  last  Tiijrbt  (Thtir<;(lay), 
but  withdrew  it  again,  without  veuturing 
to  diTide  the  House,  in  conseauence  of  an 
announcement  from  I^ord  AJthorj)c  that 
the  matter  has  b<!«n  for  some  time  under 
the  consideration  of  government.  There 
iaemi  to  be  stmie  likelihood  that  a  charter 
may  be  granted  to  this  sch(»ol,  but  certainly 
not  with  a  greater  extent  of  power  than 
that  possessed  by  King's  College :  we  mean 
that  the  ^; rnvt  r  Street  School  may  be  in- 
corporated, but  ^ball  not  have  the  privilege 
of  conferring  degreea. 
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Age  and  DebUUy 
Apoplexy 
Aftthma  . 
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Cholera  . 
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Dropsy  .  .  10 
Drop«yonthe  Brain  17 
Drubiiy  on  the  Cbest  2 
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F.-ver  ...  7 
fever,  Scarlet  .  18 
Fever,  Typhus   .  1 
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Gout  ...  2 
Heart,  dUeared  .  1 
HoopinK-Cough  .  7 
InOammation  S4 
Bon-eU\  Stomacb  6 
LungB  and  Pleuitt  4 
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Kept  at  Ed.monton,  Jxititude  SX"  ST'WN. 
Longitude  0»  9f  dl"  W.  ^  GfWNindh. 

Baromrtkr. 

Stat. 

to  21»  92 
29  92     29  81 

2»*ft4  »-m 

29  78    S»  8» 

2B-ai  »n 


June  l8iiS. 

Thuraday  .  20 
Friday  ..'21 
Saturday  .  22 
Sunday  .  .  2» 
Usndsy.  .  24 
TnMdar-  .19 
WcdaM4lsy26 


TriKnMOMEl  KR. 

from  -J.*)  to  69 

.19  71 

41  68 

89  82 

48  81 

40  82 

48  88 


Prevailing  wind  8.W. 

Generally  cloudy,  with  daily  rain.  Several  Dtals 
of  dlatant  thunder  daring  the  artemoon  of  the 
24tli.  The  whole  week  UBsessonmbly  cold. 

Bstn  fiUlen,  *878  of  an  tncb. 


from  43 

to  68 

29-62  to  2974 

41 

71 

29tU  29-88 

8S 

72 

29-88  StRt. 

89 

71 

29'84  29-78 

39 

67 

2y7U  29-88 

41 

70 

29-86      -2'^  'J2 

44 

71 

28  97     W  iU 

Thnnday  .  27 
Friday.  .  .  29 
SMordej  .  29 
Sunday  .  .  80 

Jvljf. 
IMonday .  .  I 
Tuefld.iy   .  '2 
Wcdiiettddy  3 

Wind  tarJalile,  S.W.  prevailinK 

Kxi  f  1  t  2<.n!i  lilt.,  the  2d  and  3d  Inst..  ^ne» 
raUy  eluudy,  vrlih  fretiaent  and  at  timet  hcaVf 
■bowem.  A  peel  of  tbttodsT  ts  ths  afteiseoB  «r 
the  lat  InataaU 

Rain  ISUce«  *!  of  sa  Inch. 

CUABUS  HsitaY  ADAM8. 


middlemorf:  on  the  diseases 
of  the  eye. 

We  tmderstnnil  that  Mr.  Middlemore  has 
in  the  press  a  work  on  the  diseases  of  the 
Eye.  Froiii  the  kaown  abilitlee  of  this 
gentleman  as  an  ophthalmic  surcjeon,  and 
the  author  of  the  excellent  lectures  on  the 
Eye  recently  published  la  this  Joarnal,  we 
should  anticipato  reij  ISvrottrablj  of  ~ 
new  work. 


W.  WiMOM*  Mat«r»  97, 
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SATURDAY,  JULY  13,  1833. 


LECTURES 

ON  tHB 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  OP 
MEDICINE; 

IMivend  itt  thi  London  Untverdiy, 
Br  Db.  Elliotson. 

i>isi:ases  of  thi:  abdomen. 
di'^ejses  of  the  liver, 

We  will  now  proceed  to  consider  dis- 
eases  of  an  organ  far  more  important  — 
namely,  the  liver.  The  liver  i>  vrrv  sub- 
ject both  to  acute  and  chronic  inflamma- 
tion. 

HEPATmS. 

Jento  llepotit  'n  — When  the  liver  labours 
under  acute  inflammation  to  any  amount, 
Uic  symptouiii  art'  pvrixia  and  constant 

?nn,  chiefly  in  the  ncrht  hypochondrium. 
he  gn  ater  part  of  the  liver  in  on  the 
right  side,  and  therefore  you  have  the  pain 
chiefly  theie.  There  is  likewise  a  ^nse  of 
li'usion,  or  wciirlit.  It  is  saifl,  that  if  the 
surface  of  the  liver  sufl'er,  you  have  mere 
tension  ;  whereas,  if  the  snbstance  be  af<- 
fected,  tin  n  a  wf  it;lit  is  expcrirnced  ;  or  if 
It  be  the  peritoneal  coat  which  is  inflamed, 
then  you  hare  a  greater  degree  of  pain  on 
pressure,  and  pain  of  a  sharp  character. 
The  \mhv  is  said  to  vary  arrorfliti[f|y  as 
you  have  iuilamuiulion  ol  the  pcrituiical 
coat,  or  of  the  substance;  but  you  cannot 
depend  mnch  n]>on  timt  Yon  Imrc  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  pulsts  under  various  eir- 
cumstanoes.  The  pain  extends  up  to  the 
sca;mla,  goes  through  likewise  to  the 
back,  and  very  frequently  to  the  right 
shonlder.  The  patient  *lies  best  on  the 
rif^ht  sidf,  and  for  this  reason— if  he  He 
on  the  len,  the  whole  mass  of  the  liver, 
sitnaled  as  it  is  chiefly  on  the  right  side, 
293.— XII. 


drai!:<!  toward-^  the  left,  and  all  the  parts 
are  put  on  the  stretch.    You  find,  in  dis- 
ease of  the  heart,  that  he  lies  best  on  the 
right  'Jide,  and  this  i«!  also  the  ease  in  dis- 
ease of  the  liver;  but  the  situation  of  the 
nneasiness  makes  the  difflerencc  very  rc. 
markable.    There  is  diflBculty  of  breath- 
ing and  aflt'ction  of  the  chest,'  hut  not  so 
great  as  in  disease  of  the  heart.   The  dif- 
ficulty of  Iweathing  of  course  uriM  s  from 
the  movement  of  the  liver  in  respiration, 
accprding  tu  tlie  ascent  and  descent  of  the 
diai)hragm.    There  is  likewise,  from  the 
proximity  of  the  liver  to  the  diaphragm, 
a  dry  coneh ;  and  if  yuu  have  any  doubt 
about  the  situation  of  the  pain,  whether  it 
is  just  on  one  side  the  diajdirajTm  or  the 
otlier,  you  have  only  to  apply  the  stetho- 
scope ;  and  if  it  be  disease  of  the  liver, 
you  find  no   alteration   of  the  sounds, 
whereas,  in  an  affection  of  the  chest,  you 
will  find  the  various  signs  which  I  men- 
tioned before.    From  the  proximity  of  the 
livrr  to  the  stnmaeh,  there  is  very  fre- 
uucntly  nausea  and  vomiting  j  verj"  often 
there  is  a  little  jaundice,  and  sometimei 

complete  jaundice. 

This  acute  inflammation  frequently 
terminates  in  resolution,  and  sometimes 
in -uppuration.  The  latter  cirrum^Tnnce 
is  rare  in  this  country,  but  in  hot  climates 
it  is  very  common. 

Abvrss  of  the  7  /or  —  Occasionally,  as 
you  will  recollect  I  mentioned  when  speak- 
ing of  suppuration  of  the  1>rain,  tlio  pus 
is  MCrett-d  in  small  drops  throiiuhout  the 
oruran;  hut  in  other  ra^ri  it  forms  one  im- 
UKusc  abscess,  and  .sumclimes  both  cir- 
cumstances occur.  The  quantity  of  mat- 
ter which  v.  ii}  he  collected  in  tluf  Way  it 
sometimes  euurmuui>. 

Now  there  are  various  by  which 
nature  j^ets  rid  of  thi-  jms.  Occasioiuilly 
an  adhesion  forms  be i ween  the  two  parts 
of  the  fwdtoneum— the  loose  and  the 
visceral  —  and  the  matter  pcdnts  externally. 
Sometimes  an  adhesion  takes  plare  to  the 
ibtoraach,  sometimes  to    the  iati-?«tine.si 

9  1 


Digitized  by  Google 


4»2  DR.  ELLIOTSON  ON  THE  THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINB. 


and  I  think  tbe  nmtter  tVeqnently 

fincU  ail  outlet  that  way  than  auy 
other.  Sometimes  nature  does  not  suc- 
ceed in  forming  adhesions,  and  then  the 
matter  ia  pound  into  the  iraritoncuai. 
Now  and  then  a  ?es^  favourable  occurrence 
takes  place  than  the  discharge  into  the 
ttoinaeb  and  intestines  ~adhe«iont  take 
place  to  tlit^  f1ia]>hrri:riii,  and  the  matter  is 
dischaiged  through  the  air-passages.  We 
hne  cases  on  reeovd  in  which  the  pus  has 
discharofed  itself  into  the  gall-bhidder, 
ond  still  more  rare  cases  in  which  it  has 
been  presented  at  the  back — not  at  the 
Ikont  or  at  the  side,  but  at  the  back ;  and 
cases  nf  this  description  Imve  been  TTti«;- 
taken  for  lumbar  abscesK.  Occa<iionaIly 
the  matter  has  been  discharged  with  the 
urine;  and  there  is  on.  c  rise  ui>on  record 
iu  which  an  abscess  emptied  its^  into  the 
vena  cam,  and  death  was  tlieeonsequmee. 
Sometinirs  tlie  abscess  does  not  disrlmri^c 
itself  at  all,  but  there*  it  remains ;  and  pa- 
tients have  died  with  a  larife  abscess  iu  the 
lifer,  the  existence  of  which  was  not 
known  ber>rp.  Of  course  if  the  matter 
be  disposed  to  Uischaiige  itself  extemall  v, 
it  is  evident  enoui^h :  if  it  disehaiKe  itself 
into  the  stomach  yon  havr  vomiting  of 
matter ;  if  into  the'  intestines,  you  have  a 
auantity  of  matter  in  the  stools;  tnd  if'it 
disdiaT^  itself  by  the  air-passages,  you 
have  cough  and  many  of  the  signs  of 
phthisis. 

TtrmimUkn  in  Chronic  Tlepatith.  —  But 
perhaps  more  frequently  than  not,  the 
acnte  disease  subsides  into  the  cbjronic 
form.  Tf  the  inflammation  be  situated  on 
the  -^TnTace,  you  will  have  great  ihmnic 
inflammation — you  will  have  great  pain 
there,  especially  on  pressure,  and  in  all 
probability  ascites,  from  the  peritoneum 
being  affected.  If  the  substance  only  is 
diseased,  and  the  peritoneum  escapes,  you 
hare  mere  dull  heavy  pain  then,  and  rery 
ft«quentlT  no  ascites  at  all. 

Common  in  Fever$  (tf  Hat  CUmalts.— 'The 
•ente  form  of  the  disease  is  very  common 
in  all  the  fevers  of  hot  climates,  and  hepa- 
titis is  continually  united  wiUi  all  other 
inflammations  of  the  abdomen — ^with  en- 
tcritis,  peritonitis,  prastritis,  and  all  other 
inflammations  of  that  part.  Hie  chronic 
form  is  very  often  united  with  dysentery : 
it  is  Tciy  common  for  a  |)erson  to  have 
chronic  dysentety  and  also  ehronie 
hepatitis. 

Obwme  Hepatitis. — Of  course  yon  may 
have  rhronir  inflammntion  of  the  sub- 
stance aud  surface  of  the  liver  con- 
joined, tibe  same  as  in  the  aente  Ibnn; 
and  the  former,  as  well  as  the  latter, 
will  produce  an  abscess,  and  be  fol- 
lowed by  all  the  stmctnral  diseases  to 
which  tlic  part  is  subject. 

Ciii4jc;— The  cmnses  of  hepatitis,  whether 


•cnte  or  ehronie,  an  the  common  causes 

of  infl'ammation  -j^cttinir     t.  *  xiirisnre  to  i 

cold,  and  ail  the  rest  of  these  things.   It  J 

appears  to  he  much  predisposed  tn  by  oon-  { 

tinned  heat ;  the  disease,  at  least,  is  very 

common  in  hot  climates.    It  is  said  that 

long- continued  heat  alone  iuduces  pure  j 

hepatitis;  wlierea<<,  if  the  long-con  tinned  ^ 

hcnt  he  united  with  the  cause  of  fever—* 

such  as  malaria  and  t>ihcr  thinf^ — then 

yon  hare  a  eomUnation  of  hepatitis  with. 

various  fevers. 

Diagmm — As  to  the  diagnosis,  the  dis- 
ease u  easily  dlstiagntdied  ttom  inflam- 
mation of  the  chest  in  the  way  I  have 
mentioned — by  the  absence  of  nil  auscul- 
tatory signs,  and  by  iJic  situjiUi.u  of  the 
pain ;  from  there  being  nausea,  vomittn|f, 
and  dry  couifh.    It  is  distinguished  from 
gastritis  by  the  situation  of  the  pain, 
being  much  to  the  right  side;  while,  in 
p-a-stritis,  it    is  in  the  epiiiastrinni,  and 
more  to  the  li  ft  side,  from  the  stomach  »• 
being  to  the  kfl  of  the  epigastrium.  Yon 
may  have  symptoms  at  the  epigastrium^  ^  ^ 
but  you  also  have  ronsidfrnble  pain  on  the 
other  side.    It  is  disLiuguihbed  from  peri-  i 
tom'tis  by  the  local  nature  of  the jMlnr  \ 
thrrr  is,  in  peritoiiit^.  inflammation  ■ 
other  parts  of  the  abdomen. 

TWaisMttt.— We  have  now  to  conrider  ^ 
the  treatment  of  acute  and  chronic  hepa-  ||f 
titis,  and  this  mav  be  dismissed  in  a  very 
few  words.  It  is  the  simple  common  treat- 
ment of  inflammation,  aiiti  for  the  most 
part  it  is  very  successful.  \un  Jmvp  only 
to  make  your  diagnosis,  and  a.<M:ertain  that 
it  is  disease  of  the  lirer,  acute  or  diranic, 
and  treat  it  accordingly. 

I  may  mention,  however,  that  it  was 
once  supposed  (yon  will  And  it  mentioned 
in  works  |)ublished  20  or  30  years  ago,) 
that  mercury  ought  not  to  be  driven  in 
acute  inflammation  of  the  liver,  because  it 
ftimnlated  the  or^n ;  but  that  it  was 
proper  in  the  chronir  fnnn.  Now  the 
truth  In,  both  forms  require  tlie  same 
trsatment  The  terms  acote  and  chronic 
mcrclv  ri'fer  tn  the  duration  of  the  fli^pase, 
and  there  is  no  diflennoe,  except  that  the 
symptoms  an  less  urgent  at  one  time  than 
at  the  other,  and  whatever  is  jfood  in  the  : 
one  is  beneficial  in  the  other  in  a  less  de-  \ 
gree.  Rut  independently  of  that  considera- 
ticm,  I  do  not  know  that  mercury  has  any  ^ 
extraordinary  power  in  stimulatina  the 
liver  in  the  way  it  has  b^n  supposed.  It 
was  thought  it  would  giro  a  bilious  ten- 
dencv  when  there  was  not  nnn.  nnd  it  is 
possible  that  mercury  will  produce  bilious 
eraeuations  when  it  n  longeontinned ;  hut 
T  am  sure  that  mercury  jjushrt?  .  n  to 
ptyalism  is  just  as  useful  in  active  liepa- 
titis  as  in  any  other  acute  inflammation. 
I  do  not  know  Uiat  it  will  do  any  good  T>y 
ita  specific  action  en  the  liver,  but  by  its 
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fgmenl  tendency  to  kubduc  active  inllaui- 
nuition.  Purgatives  are  particularly  use- 
ful in  inflauimution  of  the  liver,  miuh 
more  so  than  in  inflammation  of  tlie  chest, 
as  you  may  readily  suppose ;  beottnw  tiiej 
set  as  local  means,  and  prevent  a  gt^at 
quantity  nf  hlond  ^o'mg  into  the  vena 
portje^d  tijcrefore  less  goes  into  the  lifer. 

Theduonic  inflammatifm  reooircMif  the 
aune  treatment  as  the  acute,  only  rarru  d 
on  leas  violently,  earned  on  cfarouicaily— 
not  doing  all  you  hcve  to  do  in  a  day  or 

two,  hut  rarrying'  nn  vonr  Tiicnviirpv  for 
mne  weeks,  or  even  moutlis.  i'hc  mode- 
nte  exbiUtion  of  ineroiuy,  not  to  prodvoo 
a  rajiid  ptyalism,  but  so  as  io  keep  npa 
gentle  aflection  of  the  moutli,  is  useful. 

Long  continued  purging  is  very  bene- 
ioial  in  chronic  disease  of  the  liver,  and 
hence  the  Cheltenham  waters  d«)  great  good 
in  this  affection,  from  draining  the  abdu- 
•  men  fcnerally.  Some  have  conceived  that 

arids  nre  useful  as  tonics,  and  nitric  and 
muriatic  acid  were  very  famous  sometime 
•go,  Knt  T  do  not  know  that  there  is  nnj 

jmrti(Milar  use  in  them.  I  have  always  SUO* 
*  ceeded  in  treating  duronic  inflsmmntion  of 
tibe  liver,  by  the  snme  mens  that  I  em- 
ploy in  any  other  inflammation — more  or 
less  loss  of  blnfxl,  general  or  local,  and  the 
moderate  exliibiUou  of  uiLixury.  1  have 
never  found  it  neceasar}'  to  make  any  dif- 
ference between  treating  inflammation  of 
the  Uver,  and  the  same  £sease  in  any  otlter 
part  Some  have  thought  that  daadetion 
does  good,  bat  I  hnvc  nrver  setnitsvir- 
tnes  in  affections  of  this  kind. 

As  to  the  snppniatlon  wbieh  sometimes 
Oi  l  ixrs,  that  requires  to  be  treated  on  com- 
mon principles,  if  the  abscess  point  to 
tile  skin,  of  course  a  knife  may  be  applied, 
and  the  matter  let  out,  just  as  in  any  other 
abscess,  only  that  it  mx^ht  he  dangerous 
\  to  let  out  a  great  ouantity  at  once:  it 

should  be  done  gradually,  that  the  part  may 
slowly  cnnfmct     If  the  discharge  take 

£lac«  inwardly  through  the  lungs,  or  the 
itestmes,  yon  imve  only  to  lessen  the  ir- 
ritation by  narrntirs,  n"p  in  other  cases;  and 
this  will  also  be  xequired  if  you  open  the 

Strurlural   Diteafr    of  the  LttW.— Many 

diseases  of  the  liver  are  called  chronic  he- 

Ctitis.  l*he  liver  is  subject  to  a  vast  num- 
r  of  structural  diseases,  and  these  pass 
as  chronic  hepatitis,  and  indeed  it  is  very 
often  impossible  to  make  the  distinction. 

8fmiptoms.-~\o\i  will  find,  at  the  outset, 
pain  <m  the  nt,'ht  side,  pain  at  the  shoulder, 
perhaps  a  little  jaundice,  tenderness  in  the 
region  of  the  Uver,  ftveriahnesa,  and 
\Na.';Tin^,  and  ynvi  iTia\  say  that  the 
patient  is  labouring  under  chronic  hepa- 
titis. Ton  treat  him  accordiugly,  but  find 
that  you  do  not  succeed ;  on  the  oontrary. 
that  the  daaeaao  obatiBatelj  remaJoa,  ana 


at  last  the  liver  becomes,  perhaps,  much 
thickened,  and  very  roueh  mlarged.  Some- 
tiines  from  the  very  first  it  is  enlarged  and 
hardened,  !<impiy  as  the  result  of  inflam> 
mation,  and  sometimes  it  may  be  sub. 
dued  by  the  common  remedies  of  inflam- 
mation, i  am  quite  sure  that  the  liver 
will,  from  mere  turgesccnce  of  blood,  in- 
flame,  and  perhaps  without  inflammation, 
from  mere  conpcstion,  it  will  become  very 
large.  I  am  sure  that  the  bulk  of  the 
organ  will  alter  according  to  the  quantity 
nf  blood  in  it ;  for  I  hare  seen  it  lar^-e, 
and  rapidly,  in  a  week  or  two,  it  has  b<^n 
small  again.  I  have  no  doubt  Uwt  inter, 
nal  organs  will  vary  very  much;  they  will 
suffer,  if  I  may  so  speak,  a  sort  of  erection 
fWmi  the  oongestion  of  blood ;  but  certain 
it  is,  that  the  liver  will  sometimes  bo  large 
from  blood,  and  bv  active  measures  will 
come  down  iu  a  very  short  space  of  time 
to  the  natural  state. 

I?nt  supposing  that  ymt  bnve  ti<;ed  the 
remedies  for  inflammaliou,  and  the  dis. 
ease  does  not  cease,  and  the  aise  of  the 
Uver  does  not  diminish,  then  you  have 
reason  to  sappoae  that  there  is  something 
mom  than  curonio  inflammation — that 
there  is  a  change  of  structure,  and  it  is  of 
no  use  to  push  on  ibe  means  for  remedying 
inflammation  with  activity;  indeed  you 
would  only  break  up  the  constitution  by 
tbem.  Tt  mrty  bo  necesHnrv,  if  thvrc  be 
paiu  and  tenderness,  occo&iouuiiy  to  bleed, 
cither  by  cuuping  or  leeches;  to  exhibit 
mercury,  and  order  low  living;  but  if  you 
push  these  things  far,  you  frequently  break 
np  llie  patient's  constitntion  without  if- 
fording  him  any  relief  It  is  often  necc.i- 
sary  to  support  the  strength  well,  and 
even  to  give  him  stimuli,  in  order  to  enable 
the  patient  to  bear  np  against  Uiia  oiganic 
disease. 

jymgimU. — In  regard  to  the  signs  of  or- 
ganic disease  of  the  liver,  yon  mav  some- 
times make  it  out  very  well,  by  the  edge 
of  the  liver  being  well  defined,  running 
across,  and  being  hard,  and  even  shup. 
You  will  sometimes  find  that  the  most  easy 
way  of  discovering  an  indurated  liver  is 
not  by  pressing  hard  down  around  the 
region  of  the  organ,  but  by  putting  yonr 
hand  over  it,  ana  suddenly  bringing  ^wn 
the  lingers.  Frequently  the  liver  is  an 
inch  or  two  from  the  soiflm^  and  if  you 
press  it  regularly  von  may  not  feel  it,  but 
if  you  preu  the  integuments  down  upon  it 
you  fm  it  in  a  moment  Oecasionally 
you  may  discover  tubercles  in  the  liver. 

Trtatmtnt.^  In  all  these  cases  it  would 
be  quite  fidr  to  have  recourse  to  iodine,  in 
the  form  of  hydriodate  of  potassa,  internal- 
ly, and  rubbed  over  the  indurated  part.  I 
have  seen  large  livers  reduced  by  this 
means.  I  have  seen  liven  reaching  to  tlie 
umbilicus,  and  below  it,  mduced  faj  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


4a4  DR.  ELLIOTSON  ON  THE  THEORY  AND  PRACTJCE  OF  MEDICINE 


steady  use  of  todin^  and  aometimes  iodine 

rotnhintd  with  mprniry.    Rnt  it  is  fVe- 

auenliy  necessaiy,  while  you  are  dniriR 
lis,  to  sapport  tne  patient  well,  especially 
if  ynu  exhibit  mercury.  Men  nry  should 
not  only  be  given  with  caution,  hut  you 
shonld  sapport  the  palirat  well,  hecan<ie 
the  dose  that  is  necessary  to  do  ifood  tends 
to  impair  the  constitution:  iodine,  how- 
ever, may  be  made  to  do  good  without  in- 
jnring  the  jtatient.  Setons  nay,  peitiaps, 
be  serviceablf. 

Tliis  is  the  genend  treatment  of  diseases 
of  the  liver,  and  we  will  therefore  now 
•peak  r>f  the  posi-mirrirm  appearances. 

foat -mortem  Appearances.  —  Un  examin- 
ing the  liver  after  it  has  been  in  a 
state  of  common  inflammation,  you  will 
find  that  it  is  the   peritoneal  convex 

Sortion  of  the  lirer  that  is  generally  in- 
amed.   There  maj  be  red  points,  lyinph, 
and  tnrhid  cenim  upon  it,  and  the  jicrito. 
neum  may  ptrhups  be  thicker  than  it 
should  he.    In  chronic  infhimmation  yon 
will  find  adhesions,  and  the  l>aii(ls  an-  very 
strung.    Sumetime«  on  the  surface  of  the 
liver  yon  will  see  white  patches,  and  the 
peritoneum  will  become  white,  opaque, 
and  soft   if  the  snlistance  have  been  in- 
flamed, there  is  usually  a  general  redness, 
and  the  size  is  increased  from  the  quan- 
tity of  blood  it  conftiins     Sometimes  the 
reduesji  is  ujily  parluil,  and  then  the  liver 
loolcs  almost  mottle.    When  the  redness  is 
mily  partial,  then  the  red  plates,  mingled 
with  the  parts  naturally  pale,  give  it  a 
mottle  appeaimnoe.   In  cutting  the  lirer, 
penrrally  a  lnr::r  quantity  of  hlood  flows 
out,  and  yuu  must  remember  that  without 
inflammation  the  \ivtt  frequently  snlTerB  a 
great  congestion  of  blood.    In  the  disease 
called  puipiira  there  is  i^rcat  concr*'stion  of 
blood  in  the  liver.  After  asphyxia,  ehrunic 
bronchitis,  all  disease  of  the  heart,  and  all 
f)h«;tniction8  to  the  course  of  the  blond 
through  the  heart  or  lungs,  you  will  tind 
the  liver  in  a  great  state  of  turgcscence,  so 
that  when  ynu  (  ij*  if  the  bhtod  pours  forth, 
and  the  Teasels  look  like  sinuses.    In  in- 
fants who  have  been  asphyxiated  at  birth, 
r»i  <  asi(iiially  the  congestion  of  blood  in 
the  liver  is  so  sreat  at  that  portion  under 
the  peritoneal  coat  tliat  somctim«i  it 
will  bttrst  throntch  it  into  the  abdomen. 
Sonu'timrt  in  inflammation  <»f  the  liver 
there  is  haemorrhage  into  the  substance  of 
the  nigan,  and  sometimes  the  blood  will 
rupture  the  substance  of  the  nnrnn.  T 
presume  there  has  been  some  degree  of 
softness  of  it  previonsly.   Ton  may  And  a 
grrat  nia'i.s  of  blood,  or  several  little  collec- 
tions of  it ;  sometimes  it  is  coagulated, 
and  sometimes  not;  occasionally  you  may 
find  it  in  the  vessels,  and  sometimes  not, 
accordingly  as  it  has  ooxcd  £tom  one  or 
severaL 


CHROXJC  DISEASES  OF  TUB  LIVER. 

In  regard  to  chronic  disease  of  the  liver, 
you  of  course  recollect  that  the  liver  con- 
sists of  two  parts,  the  one  sanjfuineous  and 
red,  and  the  other,  like  the  kidney,  white 
or  yellow,  containing  bile.   They  are  not 

divided,  hut  \\  ■  r  (re  two  constituent 
part£  throu((bout  the  liver  lying  in  juxta- 
portion.  Now  sometimes  it  is  only  the 
red  portion  of  the  liver  that  it  is  hy|»ertro- 
phied,  so  that  the  organ  i<5  cnlai^ged  and 
red,  and  sometimes  the  biliary  portion; 
the  bile  tul)es  are  all  in  a  state  of  hyper, 
trophy,  and  then  you  have  a  pale  liver— a 
liver  enlarged  and  pale.  Sometimes,  with* 
out  being  enlaiiared  at  all,  it  will  be  pale. 
The  red  part  U  atrojihied,  the  vessels 
shrink,  and  the  biliary  part  is  bypertro. 
phied;  if  not  hypertropbied,  indnratedj 
if  not  indurated,  it  remains  as  it  was;  but 

it  hrar«  a  prcp(mderance  to  the  red  por* 
tiou,  the  liver  looks  pale. 

Now  these  changes  sometimes  occur 
throuffhont  the  liver,  and  sometimes  only 
in  spots,  so  that  you  have  one  portion  of 
the  liver  perhaps  flruer  and  redder  than  it 
should  be  here  and  there;  and  in  other 
instances  you  have  the  biiiaiy  portion 
h^'pertrophled  here  and  there,  giving  it 
a  mottled  appearance. 

(rifi  Liver.  — Som  ct  i  mts  the  hy  pcrtrophied 

Eortion  gives  you  the  apj>earatieo  of  white 
nes  running  along  it,  and  sometimes  of 
graTinh-*,  \ary!nj;f  in  size  ff  iTii  pin's  heads 
to  liu/.fl  nuLs.  Now  there  is  a  diUerence 
of  opinion  among  morbid  anatomists  itt 
rejfard  to  this.  ;\hich  was  called  ^ra  /ttwr, 
and  which  is  the  most  common  of  alloiga. 
nie  diseases  of  the  liver.  Dr.  BailUe  and 
others  suppose  tliat  they  are  miiute  yel- 
low  tubercles  throughout  the  liver,  and 
Andral  imagines  that  it  is  a  mere  hvper- 
trophy  of  the  biliarv  portion.  Oruveilhier 
has  I'iven  a  good  delineation  of  this  dis- 
ease, and  has  called  it  small  brown 
tuberele.  I  suppose,  as  it  Is  a  gin  liv^  in 
this  country,  it  is  a  hr.mily  liver  in  others  ; 
perhaps  an  alcohol  liver  would  be  the  best 
name.  It  occurs  in  spirit-drinkers  In  one 
country  just  the  same  as  in  another:  there 
is  the  same  punishment  for  them  all.  I 
presume  that  the  constant  use  of  alcohol 
induces  a  chronic  change  of  the  billaiy 
portion  i»r  the  liver,  causes  it  to  become 
hypertrtiphied,  causes  it  also  to  become  in- 
durated, just  as  any  serous  membrane  will 
heeorne.  from  other  eircumstances,  indu. 
rated,  opaque,  and  hard.  This  is  the  his* 
tory  of  this  particular  matter. 

Yi.u  someliiis  .  -re  t!ii-  tnorbid  change 
more  in  on^  iubc  than  in  another;  some, 
times  the  liver  is  Increased  altogether,  and 
sometimes,  instead  of  its  being  increased, 
it  is  shrunk.  The  liver  generally  feels  very 
hard  on  the  external  surface.  Frequently 
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it  is  induratt'f^  in  particular  portion*;,  but 
on  the  whole  wasted.  You  iind,  1  Ihiuk, 
that  in  by  fkr  the  gretter  nmnber  of  cases 
a  gin  liver  is  of  a  bright  ycHow  colnur,  and 
genenUi^  there  is  more  or  lets  of  ascites. 
The  pentonenm  o?er  die  liver  is  generally 
more  or  less  diseased:  it  Is  particiUarljr 
opaque  and  hard. 

Fulttf  Liver.  —  Perhaps  the  disease  to 
which  the  liver  is  most  liable  is  that  of 
becoming  fatty :  the  liver  is  sometimes  ex- 
ceedingly fat.  You  know  that  by  nature 
the  liver  contains  what  is  called^!  and 
cholestcrinc,  and  tin  se  matters  Will  some* 
times  exist  in  a  great  degree. 

When  the  lirer  has  degenerated  into  this 
fatty  stat'\  it  is  nsnully  soft  and  flabby, 
instead  of  being  indurated:  sometimes 
it  is  greyish  or  whitish,  and  such  is  the 
portion  of  fat  deposited  that  it  j^nases 
your  fingers.  AVhon  yon  cut  such  a  liver, 
or  handle  it,  your  Hi  iftTji  become  greasy ; 
and  in  those'  parts  w  hich  are  the  most 
fatty,  it  appears  as  if  tlnTc  was  no  blood 
there  at  ail.  This  disease,  like  cvcnr  other, 
will  of  conne  affect  the  wlrale  lirer,  or 
only  i>()rtions  of  it.  This  state  is  frequently 
united  with  phthisis.  It  is  a  disease  seen 
continually,  withont  the  person  having 
been  a  ltli<  ted  to  drinking,  or  having  im. 
bibed  any  bad  habits,  it  oocors  frequently 
in  voung  persons. 

Etieephuloid  Diteate  of  the  Liirr.  —  The 
lircr  is  also  subject  Tf>  encfidiiiJoid  dis- 
ease— to  what  is  caiied  lungui  Ua:maU>de$. 
This  is  much  more  rare  than  either  of  the 
other  forms  of  dist  a^jc  to  wliii  h  1  bnvc  ad- 
verted; but  when  fungus  ha;matodes  has 
existed  in  the  extremities,  then  it  is  very 
common  for  a  colkction  of  this  nature  to 
take  place  in  the  liver.  Occasionally,  1 
faeUere,  encephaloid  tumors  are  said  to  be 
found  in  the  liver  without  the  disease  oc- 
curring in  other  part«i,  but  more  frequently 
they  are  found  in  combination  with  dis- 
ease of  the  extremities.  The&c  tumors  are 
nf  course  \v!iift',  mid  there  are  tubcrsp 
sometimes  pro<iu(  lui^  uu  elevation  on  the 
external  surface — bdmps.  They  are  of  va« 
rinus  size^,  existinif  v-mr  near  \n  the  sur- 
face, and  some  towards  the  centre  of  the 
oii^n ;  and  when  ^ou  cut  them,  yon  find 
they  contain  a  brain  like  substtuuf. 

ScTii/ula  and  Hfirrhus  oj'  the  Liter. — The 
lirer  ft  also  subject  to  aootfier  disease 
—to  a  new  fommlion,  namely,  scrofula. 
Scrofulous  tumors  take  place  from  time  to 
time  in  the  liver,  and  Lbey  arc  of  course 
wliite:  the  encephaloid  tumors  loolc  exactly 
like  them.  Cruvcilhier  has  ^ven  some 
good  representations  of  them.  The  sero- 
folous  disease  is  sometimes  nu\<-d  with 
encephaloid  mntfrr  -  with  brain  like  sul). 
stance,  and  fK>metinics  there  will  be  a 
mixture  of  scinhns  with  it.  I  bare  fre- 


quently seen  in  other  parts  scirrhu*.  ^y\th 
scrofula  deposited  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  so  it  is  in  the  liver. 

Occasionally  melanosis  exists  in  the 
liver— the  black  deposit  of  which  1  formerly 
spoke. 

These  arc  the  chief  organic  diseases  of 
the  liver.  You  will  have  besides  inflam- 
mation, cnlargtmeut  from  congestion  of 
blood,  and  abscess — the  red  part  hypertro. 
phied  b<T»*  and  there,  50  at  to  s?ive  the 
organ  a  mottled  appearance,  iiiA  indurated 
at  the  same  time,  so  as  to  give  you  red 
tubcnr — tubcrcb  s,  as  it  has  Ikh  u  said  in 
this  couotry,but  1  would  rather  say  tubene; 
then  you  have  the  bilianr  portion  hyper- 
trophied,  and  that  is  called  "  s;'m  liver;'' 
in  addition  to  that  you  will  have  encepha- 
loid tumors,  resembling  thehndn  in  struc- 
ture, consistciRc,  and  colour,  and  perhapa 
with  blood  clliiscd  iu  them  lure  and  there; 
then  you  have  hcrofulous  and  scirrhous 
tumors,  and  melanoid  deposit. 

Siie  which  the  Liver  may  atluin. — As  to  the 
sixe  which  the  liver  may  attain,  iMr.  (Jooch, 
a  suiveon,  mentions  that  he  saw  one  which 
wcit^htd  poTinds.  I  have  frequently 
seen  it  reaching  into  the  pelvis.  It  is  a  cu- 
rious circumstance,  but  you  will  sometimes 
meet  with  a  liver  thus  enlarged,  which  has 
caused  no  suffering  at  all ;  the  patient  has 
never  complained  of  pain,  but  has  felt 
weak,  and  has  wasted  a  great  deal.  This 
is  the  case  particularly  in  women.  I  have 
frequently  examined  women  in  this  state, 
who  during  life  were  not  known  to  have 
di  e!i.scor  the  liver;  they  never  drew  at- 
tention to  the  abdomen,  but  merely  said 
they  were  weak.  It  shews  the  necessity, 
when  you  cannot  understand  the  patient, 
of  having  them  in  bed,  and  examining 
them  fVom  the  throat  downwards,  over  the 
heart,  lungs,  and  abdomen.  In  that  way 
you  will  continually  meet  with  something 
which  was  not  in  the  least  apprehended. 

Ujfdutidi  of  the  Liver.  —  'rhc  liver  is 
very  subject  to  the  formation  of  hyda- 
tids. The  kidneys  and  the  liver  are 
the  tvro  oigans  of  the  body  which  arc 
most  subject  to  the  formation  of  hyda- 
tids. The  true  animal  nature  of  these  hy- 
datids has  not,  I  believe,  been  pointed  out 
in  the  human  subject,  though  it  has  in 
sheep.  Iu  sh^p  they  have  been  observed 
to  have  a  contractile  power ;  but  this  has 
not  been  noticed  iu  human  1m  i  nq^s ;  the  ap- 
pearance, however,  is  so  much  tlic  same, 
that  one  must  suppose  them  to  be  read  hy- 
datids. They  are  sometimes  within  each 
other  like  pill  boxes;  sometimes  they  are 
attached  to  each  other  by  ptduneles  from 
within,  banking  one  within  the  other,  and 
sometimes  they  ;n^w  to  the  outside  of  each 
other.  You  will  see  a  representation 
of  then  in  Dr.  Baillle*8  w<mc.  8ome- 
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times  they  arc  attached  to  the  liver  ex 
tcrnallyi  they  haug  to  it;  but  generaiJv 
speaking  they  are  enclosed  in  a  eyst. 
Sonietinu"  they  are  found  in  the  middle 
of  the  iiubstancc  of  the  liver.  The  cyst 
which  eontains  them  is  vsiialiy  hard, 
even  cartilaginous.  I  believe  they  have 
some  laminae,  two  coats,  and  when  they 
are  dead  they  hare  no  longer  a  globolar 
appearance,  but  are  like  so  many  skins,  or 
so  much  half-dried  mucus.  In  sheep,  T  be- 
lieve, they  are  seen  to  have  a  neck  and  a 
mouth. 

I  had  a  Teiy  remarkable  instance  of  this 
description  in  a  lady  who  had  laboured 
nnder  chromic  hepatitis  for  fifteen  years, 
and  at  last  she  bicrnn  to  eoTin^li  and 
spit  hydatids*  and  died.  On  opening 
her  I  found  a  large  cyst  of  these  hydattdi 
attached  to  the  concave  portion  of  the 
liver,  on  the  right  side.  In  the  middle  of 
the  liver  tlierc  wa<i  another  sac  filled  with 
them.  C Jlecration  took place,and thev  made 
their  way  through  the  diaphragm,  tlie  cyst 
emptying  itself  partly  into  the  air  passages. 
Tnder  all  this  too  irritation  waa  eo  great 
that  5he  died. 

H  arms  of  the  Litir. — Worms  have  some* 
times  been  found  in  the  human  lirer, 
and  a  Innibrieus  has  bmi  found  in  the 
ducts,  hut  I  should  rather  think  it  was 
a  wanderer,  that  it  was  not  a  natire,  but 
that  beini;:  on  its  travels  ftom  theintca- 
tines  it  lo.«<l  its  way. 

Treatment  of  Strticturai  Disease. — These 
are  diseases  of  the  lirer  in  which  you  can 
do  nothing  more  than  tn  at  the  patient 
upon  the  common  priuctpkb  of  inllamma. 
tioo,  and  endeavour  to  excite  absorption  by 
means  of  iodine  and  mercury,  aiul  sniiport 
the  patient's  strength.  As  to  the  greater 
numner  of  them,  jon  cannot  of  course  dla- 

tiiiL^;  ii  fj  tliem  durini?  life.  You  can  tell 
that  there  is  oi^nie  disease,  by  feeling 
that  the  lirer  is  very  large  and  verv  hard, 
by  the  patient  wast iii^  away  and  becom- 
ing  sallow  and  jaundiced  ;  and  sometimes 
you  fjutl  there  are  lul>cra*,  bumps  in  the 
region  of  the  liver;  bat  reiy  often  it  is  im- 
]M»ssib!f  to  say  what  exact  stnictuml  dis- 
ease there  is.  If  you  have  seen  fungus 
ha^matodes,  or  edriniu,  in  other  parts  of 
the  )>(>dy,  you  may  suppose  the  disease  to 
be  of  that  nature. 

JAUNDICR 

£KvMo/<^y.— The  next  disease  of  ih6  llrer 

of  which  I  will  speak  is  one  in  which  the 
eecretion,  instead  of  jmssing  out  properly 
into  the  intestinea,  is  absorbed,  enters  into 
till  blood,  and  tincjes  the  skin  and  the 
urine  yellow.  I  need  not  tell  you  that  this 
disease,  in  common  language,  is  called 
JmmdU*,  which  k  derived  fkom  the  Flench 


word  »'/unf  ;  in  brutes  it  is  called  the  ytl- 
ious ,  in  medical  language  it  is  called  icte- 
riu,  fVom  its  likeness  to  the  ]dumage  of  tho 
golden  thrush.  You  will  find  that  in  Latin 
it  is  termed  marbuM  n^tt^— the  royal  dis- 
eaae;  and  the  reason  given  by  eeveral 
writers  is,  that  persons  require  in  this 
afl'ectiuu  all  sorts  of  amusements,  that  none 
bnt  kings  or  royal  persons  can  command. 
It  is  also  called,  in  Latin  authors,  morbug 
artptatu*—fmm  the  patient  having  the  vari- 
ous hueii  of  the  raintjow.  You  will  find 
it  DMBtioned  under  another  name^Miri^. 
r  presume  this  has  its  ori<;iii  from  aurum— 
gold.  The  word  utertn  is  said  to  be  the 
name  of  the  golden  thrush  $  bv  looking^t 
whieli,  likt  the  T^nulifcs  looking  to  iTic 
brazen  ticrpeut  in  the  wilderness,  those 
that  have  die  disease  are  cored.  Yon 
know  that  it  wa.s  eommf>n,  in  ancient  na- 
tions, for  the  cure  of  disease  to  be  attempted 
by  looking  on  certain  things;  and  I  sup- 
pose it  had  its  origin  from  what  oixurred 
to  the  Israelites.  The  heathens  fanrti  d, 
when  labouring  under  this  disease,  tiiat  if 
they  looked  ujKm  the  golden  thrush,  the 
bird  would  die  and  they  would  be  cured. 

The  word  jautiHice  is  itimple,  and  a  very 
fine  name  for  yellow.  In  the  case  of  poor 
people  it  is  called,  in  ]<hi\n  ttnns,  the  t/e/- 
iom ;  but  if  a  lady  have  the  disease,  it  is 
termed  joumfiee. 

S}fmptoms. — This  disease  is  marked  by 
yellowness  of  the  skin,  yellowness  of  the 
eyes  (the  conjunctiva*),  yelluwuess  of  llie 
roots  of  the  nails,  yellowness  of  the  urine, 
and  palcnc^is  of  the  Hnces.  You  may  have 
this  di&ease  without  the  faeces  being  pale  ; 
but  speaking  of  tlie  symptoms  generally, 
tlir-  f';rres  arc  yialc.  The  parts-  whic  li  nre 
first  Keen  to  be  yellow  are  tlie  nailii  and 
^res,  and  they  are  the  parts  that  rem^n 

yellow  lonfift  ^t ;   '•inijily   for    this  r€n.s(m, 

yon  discover  in  these  parts,  (in  the  half- 
moon  of  tlie  nallf ,  as  It  Is  called,  and  In 

the  eo^junctivje  of  the  eyes,)  from  their 
being  naturally  so  very  white,  the  slightest 
tinge  of  yellow.  The  yellow  is  not  always 
of  the  same  cast :  you  know  t^t  there  is 
a  bright,  a  dark,  and  a  crreen  vellow  ;  and 
some  persons  labouring  under  jaundice  are 
of  a  daik-oUve  colour,  so  that  it  borden 
upon  green,  anrl  ynu  therefore  tnmetimes 
hear  of  grten  jauudice.  If  a  person  be 
naturally  swarthy,  when  labouring  under 
grten  janndiri;  nr  lonlis  verv  (^;irk,  and 
then  he  is  said  to  have  thvblaek  jauudice;  so 
that  yon  have  a  green-yellow  and  a  black- 
yellow.  It  is  a  contradiction  of  Tenn<;, 
but  it  shews  the  variety  of  hues  under 
which  the  disease  appears. 

yellowruu  of'  ths  risittn. — Occasionally  it 
has  happened  that  patients  have  .seen  yel- 
low.  It  was  maintained  bysome  that  that 
was  always  the  case.  Dr.  Pemberton  saya 
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•  that  lie  wKW  thii  oecvmnee  twioe,  and  in 

b«)th- cases  the  juuntliee  was  not  tery  in- 
tense i  on  the  other  hand,  ^rou  will  every 
day  see  casee  of  intense  jaundice,  without 
any  ycUowneas  winterer  of  the  vision. 
Iloflman  snys  nlsn,  that  twice  lie  saw  pa 
ticnts  who  dtclan  <l  that  every  thing  ap- 
peared yellow.  Now  it  has  happened  to 
l!ie  tf»  Imro  two  ]m!irnts  labouring  under 
jauiidiee,  who  made  the  same  statement, 
la  July  1826, 1  had  acnae  of  ielenis  in  the 
ho!5pital,  wliere  there  wa55  aJImtr'"'  <ar]\ 
eye,  particuiarljr  of  the  left;  and  into  tliis 
eve  twn  large  rad  feseels  ran,  and  with  it 
tfie  patii  lit  saw  yellow  ;  hut  the  right  rye, 
wluch  had  no  inflammation  before  the  cor. 
nea,  into  whidh  no  lame  Tenelt  were  ran- 
ning,  saw  tilings  in  their  natnnU  colour. 
In  1827  I  had  anotiier  hospital  patient 
Viho  saw  yellow  w  ith  both  eves,  and  in  him 
tha  col^nnctiva  immediately  around  the 
<vimfn,  finite  at  the  edge  of  the  orbit,  wn>^ 
grcuUy  lullamed.  i  saw  this  moruiug  a 
|)atient  at  St.  Thomas^  labouring  nnder 
jaundice,  who  .says  that  nt  th(  beginning 
of  the  disease  he  saw  jeliuw.  iie  does  not 
know  wbether  Ms  ejres  hare  been  inflamed, 
hut  it  is  a  fact  that  thcr*  are  several 
pretty  laige  vessels  running  not  quite  to 
the  cornea,  but  pretty  close  to  it  Wbon 
patients  see  yellow,  it  is  from  the  serum  of 
the  blood  being  conveyed  beibre  the  pupil, 
through  the  cornea.  It  must  be  account- 
ed for  in  that  way.  In  tbo  Meinid  CSM 
which  I  met  with  of  this  occttrrenoe,  I  was 

Erepared  for  iuilammation  of  the  eye  by 
aving  noticed  what  I  did  iu  the  first  case. 
I  looked  carefalk  nt  the  man's  eye  tiie  in- 
stant he  told  me  tiiut  he  saw  yellow,  and  I 
found,  as  I  expected,  that  it  was  in  a  state 
«ir  iiiMrnnmation.  Whether  this  will  al 
way:*  be  obeerred  when  patients  sec  yel- 
low, I  do  not  know,  bat  it  aflbrds  an  cx> 
plaoation  of  thcrtrcumstance,aiii1  i>  wort}) 
investigating,  if  a  person  labouring  under 
janndioe  is  blistered,  the  flnid  from  the 
blister  is  \elln\v,  and  tlio  mtous  fluids 
williin  the  l>ody  are  found  to  be  of  the 
same  coloor. 

The  tilvtMl  liHided  with  bile. — -Ii  is  worthy 
of  remark,  that  the  blood  of  jaundiced  pu 
tients  is  loaded  with  bile.  Hunter  thinks 
that  the  artlGdal  mixture  of  bile  with  tlie 
Mood  producw  coagulation;  but  I  tliiiik 
that  a  (juantity  of  bile  infinitely  too  little 
to  affect  a  coi^ulation  of  the  fluid,  maj 
nevertheless  be  snficicnt  to  give  a  tinge  to 
the  serum. 

initrml  ntmptojRs. — Bendea  these  visible 
symptoms  in  jaundice,  there  are  several 
otli^rs.    You  generally  timl  patients  coro« 

Slain  of  languor,  and  very  frequently  of 
rowsinesK,  but  siiH  nion  ii (  niirntlv  they 
«orapIain  of  a  dead  weight,  a  load  at  thV 
epigastrium,  and  tendeiiiew  at  the  hypo- 


dbondrtom,  and  toroetimes  of  actual  ptin  j 

in  fact,  lliis  i:.  ii  ilisin^^e  which  every 
day  occurs  iu  cunjuucliuu  with  he])atitis, 
anid  ifl  in  many  caaet  merely  a  symptom  of 
it.  There  is  fVe<]ucntly  loss  of  appetite^ 
nausea,  and  vomiting;  and  there  i5  one 
curious  symptom  iu  the  diiieaiie  whicli  is 
very  common  indeed,  and  tiiat  is  an  iteh.> 
inef  of  the  whole  surface ;  people  fhq^ 
cuuid  tear  themselves  to  jiicccs. 
OtKun  0t  all  aget. — ^Jaundioe  oocurs,  like 

'^o  TDTiny  otbrr  discase.<:,  bulb  in  young  and 
old  persons,  infants  continually  have  it  a 
few  days  after  birth,  and  some  perbaps  at 
birth;  ami  tbr  dtdf^sT  }>ersons  are  liable 
to  it.  in  infants  it  appears  to  be  produced 
fipOM  the  verjr  slightest  canses,  and  it  is 
cured  with  the  utmost  ease.  In  general 
it  is  a  slight  difyca.«c,  arising  from  slii^ht 
causes,  and  may  be  cured  by  sligiit  re. 
medics. 

)'rlh>ivjtrs!i  of'  ifir  sf-:irt  vnt  f»/a</i/j  a  stfntjytom 
o)  Juumiice,  —  Wm  wlii  itumctimcs  see  yel- 
lowness of  the  skin  not  as  the  result  of 
jnnndice,  but  in  fever,  namely,  that  which 
is  called  ueilow  J  ever.  The  yellowness  is  not 
nnivensil  in  this  ease;  it  oocurs  partica* 
larly  al>out  the  neck,  and  it  appears  rather 
to  arise  from  a  disordered  state  of  tiie 
blood,  or  an  altered  condition  of  the  blood 
as  to  some  of  its  constituents,  exactly  as  wo 
see  it  in  bnuses.  You  may  have  a  person 
yellow  from  bruises.  After  a  certain  por- 
tion  of  Mood  lias  l»een  absorbed  fknm  aa 
erchymoflis,a  degrecof  yc!lnwno*>s  remains, 
but  that  is  not  jaundice;  u  upptari,  to  be 

eruduccd  from  some  portion  of  the  blood 
eing  absorbed,  ruid  <ttber  portions  left. 
Occasionally  alter  tbe  biles  of  certain  ser- 
pents,  and  the  infliction  of  wounds  bv  Uie 
bile  of  ccrtnin  animals,  t\u  skin  ^^i^l  he- 
come  yellow  j  but  this  docs  uot  appear  to 
be  jaundice. 

Preilispoiing  caU}c>. —  Some  i>e<»i)le  would 
appear  to  liave  a  constant  predisposition  to 
this  disease;  and  It  may  be  hereditaty. 
Persons  who  have  been  in  warm  climates 
arc  much  more  predisposed  to  the  diaewa 
than  others. 

Kiciiing  caum. — The  exciting  canses  of 
it  arc  any  thing  which  will  profl  lu  e  inflam- 
mation and  congestion  of  tJie  liver  j  what- 
ever will  produce  hepatitis,  or  cause  ^leat 
congestion  of  the  liver,  will  produce  jaun- 
dice. It  will  arise  not  only  from  cold  and 
wet,  and  long-continued  lieat,  bnt  it  will 
arise  al'-n  from  tbr  snppn-ssion  of  a  dis- 
chaigc  by  wiuch  a  cuugcMUun  of  the  liver 
will  take  place.  It  will  arise  ftom  every 
tbiiii:  which  will  cause  even  a  mere  excess 
of  bile ;  for  occasionally  the  Iseces  are  not 
white  in  the  disease;  Hile  passes  into  Uie 
intcslines,  but  so  niu(  h  is  s<'ereted  that  all 
does  not  escape,  and  a  portion  gm\s  into 
the  Uood.  Malaria  seems  to  have  a  ten- 
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dency  to  produce  It  in  hot  climates*  mod  in 

the  hot  seasons  of  other  climates.  Persons 
exprn^wrd  to  the  inHucnce  of  malaria  are  verj 
subject  to  have  a  dcfrne  ofjanndiceamoDf^ 
them,  and  other  In  patic  nffi.'ctions. 

J^<o/  causes. — It  will  be  produced  by  a 
variety  of  local  causes ;  any  thing  which 
will  cause  pressure  upon  tlie  ports  tbrottgh 
which  the  bile  i*;  ronvcyed.  Mere  costive- 
ness  has  been  known  to  give  rise  to  it. 
Tumon  occasioned  by  an  eiiiarged  pjlonu 
— by  an  enlarged  head  of  the  pancreas — 
tumors  of  the  omentum — diseases  of  the 
Mrer  (if  a  portion  of  liver  becomes  ratlin 
harder  than  it  should  be,  an<l  y>erhaps  ra- 
ther enlarged,  the  bile  may  be  obstructed 
In  the  iitrer  itiielf)~the  lodgment  of  a  cal- 
culus in  the  ducts,  are  abo  common  canses 
oflhisrli'iea'^e.  Sometimes prei^nnney causes 
it  1  ha\  f  frctjuenlly  seen  juumlice  iii  preg- 
nancy;  not,  however,  as  the  result  of  pfeg^> 
nnncy,  but  nf  innannnutioii  »»r  tin-  liver, 
and  which  went  away  under  the  treutmeut 
Ibr  common  inflammation,  while  the  preg- 
nancy went  on.  It  is  <^n])ju>std  that  it  may 
be  produced  occasionally  by  thiclc  bile; 
bat  if  yon  do  find  the  bile  inspissated, 
there  is  no  proof  that  that  is  the  cause  of 
the  jaundice ;  for  if  there  be  any  obstruc 
tion  to  the  bile,  of  course  by  its  continuance 
it  will  become  tbicker  than  it  should  bej 
and  where  parts  arc  ab"?orbe(1,  the  bile  may 
be  inspissated,  but  there  is  no  proof  that 
that  is  the  cause  rather  than  the  effect  of 

i'atindicc.  Tt  Inus  hwn  known  to  he  cau.sed 
)y  a  lumbricus  sticking  in  a  duct  of  the 
liver.  T  mentioned  when  speaking  of  or< 
sanic  diseases  of  the  liver,  that  a  luinbrieiis 
has  oorasioually  l>een  seen  which  had  lost 
its  way  and  wandered  into  the  liver,  and 
if  it  stick  there  it  may  cause  jaundice. 
If  the  ducts  themselves  become  thickened  by 
chronic  inflammation — if  they  become  hy- 
pertrophied — their  canal  may  be  so  much 
tiiminished  that  tlie  bile  cannot  easily  pass, 
and  cunset^uently  you  have  jaundice.  1 
have  seen  janndiee  trom  a  great  many  of 
these  cnu«;cs;  and  in  1829  I  met  with  a 
case  in  wiiich  it  wtis  occasioned  by  a  great 
•.v^nnmber  of  Aitty  deposits  all  around  the 
ducts.  Sometimes  the  diu  ts  are  impervi- 
ous from  original  malformation :  there  are 
a  few  instances  of  this  npon  record.  It 
would  appear  sometimes  to  be  produced 
by  spasm.  I  have  known  some  per- 
sons, on  ^ting  certain  articles,  seized 
with  violent  pain  at  the  pit  of  the 
stomach,  and  the  next  day  an  attack 
of  jaundice  has  appeared.  It  has  been 
proonccd  by  mental  conses:  many  per- 
sons from  fria;ht  liave  become  yellow.  I 
believe  that  iu  general  people  from  fright 
iook  blue ;  but  sometimes,  lh>m  being  e&* 
ceedin^ly  frightened,  pcr-^ -n^  will  have  a 
fit  of  jaundice.    Occasiouaiiy  the  di^rase 


has  arisen  not  from  terror,  bnt  from  long. 

continued  grief  and  anxiety  of  mind. 

Ohitruction  if  the  DueU  cautes  Enltngg" 
ifMNff-When  the  ducts  have  been  obstruct* 
ed,  they  are  generally  larger  than  they 
should  be;  and  Dr.  Heberden  is  said 
to  have  seen  them  dilated  to  an  inch 
in  diameter.  Sometimes,  however*  no 
obstruction  is  found.  I  have  even- 
ed several  persons  who  iiave  died  not 
from  janndiee,  but  vith  it,  in  whom  I 

could  see  no  obstruct i'ni  ivli-itvvrr;  nnd  Sir 
John  Pringic  mentions,  lu  liis  work  on 
Diseases  of  the  Armv,  that  one  of  the  array 
Rnri?<  ons  told  him  i)f  a  ea-^e  of  jaundice  in 
which  there  was  no  obstruction,  but  in 
which  the  slighted  compression  caused 
the  bile  to  flow;  and  Andral,  I  find,  say> 
that  he  has  seen  the  same  occurrence. 

ArtificiaUif  intiuced. — Of  course  vou  may 
produce  this  disease  artificiaUy,  by  open, 
ins;:  the  abdomen  and  passing  a  ligature 
round  the  intestines,  a  little  below  the 
ductus  communis  dmledochus.  Porta] 
lias  done  this,  he  says,  in  six  dogs,  and 
they  all  became  jaundiced.  If  you  tic  the 
lymphatic  duet,  the  same  drcnnstanoe 
will  occur;  and  the  absorbents  of  the  liver 
bare  been  seen,  after  such  an  experiment, 
to  become  loaded  with  bile. 

Moit  in  mhich  the  Bite  enter*  the  BUhni. — 
It  has  been  said,  however,  that  the  blood 
from  the  lymphatic  veins  was  found,  in 
such  an  experiment,  to  stain  paper  yellow, 
inin  it  TMorc  so  than  the  blood  froTn  the 
ciiuicUuciius.  There  was  a  doubt  at  one 
time  whether,  in  jaundice,  the  bile  fbnnd 
its  way  to  the  blood  bv  means  of  the  ab- 
sorbents or  by  regurgitation  to  the  veins, 
A  short  time  ago  it  was  not  supposed  that 
the  veins  would  absorb.  Before  the  ab- 
sorl>ents  were  discovered,  it  was  supposed 
that  the  veins  performed  that  office ;  but 
afterwards,  no  one  allowed  that  they 
would  absorb  at  all,  and  now  again  it  is 
said  that  they  do  absorb.  While  itv\  as 
beUered  that  the  veins  did  not  absorb, 
some  contended  that  in  jaundice  tlie  ab- 
sorbents took  up  the  bile,  and  others  con- 
tended that  it  worked  its  way  into  the 
veins.  Experiments  were  then  nimlr.  and 
it  was  observed  that  the  absorbents  of  the 
liver  were  loaded  with  bile,  and  that  the 
lymphatic  n  ins  were  more  tinared  with  it 
than  those  of  the  jugular.  If  the  veins 
absorb  as  well  as  the  absorbents  properly 
so  called,  we  may  suppose  that  the  greater 
portion  of  bile  which  found  its  way  into 
the  whole  system  of  blood,  having  passed 
through  the  lymphatic  veins,  those  veins 
would  contain  a  greater  portion  of  bile 
tlian  any  others. 

i'rflg'iiojM.— In  regard  to  the  prognosis  of 
this  dist-ase,  it  must  drjx^nd  entircTv  on  the 
cause.   Jaundice  i&  uotiiing  more,  iu  mo.«-t 
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Miei»  than  a  symptom  of  some  disease; 

BMfl  nwordiilif  lo  the  nature  of  that  disease 
must  be  the  prognosii».  Some  are  very 
ill  iu  janndice,  and  die  withit;  and  others 

labouring  nndi  r  it  c:<)  nbnnt  \yi\h  little  in- 

disposiLitai — liuy  ^carc>eiJ'  know  tbal  they 
are  ill,  they  only  look  very  yellow.  In 
that  form  of  jaiiiiditc  in  whidi  the  yi-llow 
veiges  to  green,  and  which  has  been  called 
grem JaHttditt,  recovery  is  Tcry  rare.  When 
^oa  see  an  individual  labouring  ander 
jaundice,  who,  notwithstanding  his  ry«  s 
are  yellow  enough,  yet  whose  skin  is  uf  an 
olive  hue,  you  may,  without  a«iking  a  ques- 
tion, fcnr  that  the  iii<li\ idiiiil  has  a  clisra«r 
from  whic  h  he  will  not  reco?er.  Dr.  Baillie 
•aye,  that  in  the  whole  of  bit  practice  he 
never  saw  but  two  persons  recover  from 
^reen  jaundice.  Generally,  where  the 
janndice  Is  of  this  green  hue,  there  is  some 
organic  disease  of  the  liver — eilber  of  the 
whole  or  of  a  portion  of  it. 

The  disease  sometimes  lasts  a  very  long 
time.  The  f^ces  are  in  general  while,  but 
very  often  ihey  are  hilion*.  Dr.  Baillie 
says,  tiiiii  iti  green  jaundice  the  faeces  are 
usually  white,  as  in  other  kinds  of  the 
complaint,  but  he  hn^  nft.  n  seen  them 
very  pitchy.  He  >ays  that  there  is  but 
HtUe  |>ain  felt,  that  there  is  seldom  any 
ascites,  and  that  he  seldom  knew  it  arise 
ftom  iAtemperance  J  and  the  reason  that 
he  assigns  for  the  latter  circumstance  is, 
that  it  so  frequently  occurs  in  women: 
some  women,  however,  are  ir temperate 
enough.  He  considers  it  as  a  symptom  of 
something  which  i.^  fatal. 

Dr.  Cheyne  mentions  that  the  jaundice 
of  children  is  dangerous  if  it  be  of  a  saflron 
hne.  In  children  the  complaint  is  gene- 
rally trifling-,  but  sometimes  if  i-^  not.  IMr. 
J.  Pearson,  a  surgeim  <if  great  practice  in 
Ijondon  a  few  vears  ago,  says  that  he 
knew  SI  fnjnily  where  tlierehad  been  eleven 
children,  ten  of  whom  died  of  jaundice 
within  the  month,  the  disease  having  be- 
gun a  few  days  after  birth,  and  that  the 
eleventh  died  of  the  same  disease  nt  «iiT 
years  of  age ;  evidently  shewing  the  here- 
ditary nature  of  the  disease.  What  was 
the  cause  of  it  in  this  Ikmily,  I  do  not 
know. 

7V«ijfmCTi(.>-In  the  treatment  of  jaun- 
dice, you  have  firvt  to  consider  wliether 
any  inilaiumatitiu  exist  — whether  it  is  a 
ease  of  hepatitis ;  and  if  it  be,  you  must 
treat  it  on  the  common  prineiplesof  in- 
Hammation  of  the  liver— in  proiMirtiou  to 
the  weakness  on  the  one  hand,  or  the 
j»trenf»th  on  the  other.  You  will  find  that, 
in  cases  of  jaundio^,  mercury  answers  bet- 
ter than  any  other  purgative.  I  have  frc- 
<|ueiitlv  made  experiments,  and  have  ex. 
hibited  cimmon  purg^ativcs  in  «^onie  casr«t, 
and  mcrcur}',  so  as  to  all'ect  tlte  mouth,  iu 


others;  and  I  am  sure  that  patients  have 
reeovered  more  quickly  by  the  latter  mode 
tiian  hy  the  former.  In  mild  eases,  how- 
ever,  \vhi-rethefl«  is  only  congestion  of  the 
li\er,  the  disease  will  yield  to  common  re- 
medies, and  many  cases  will  get  well  of 
themselves;  but  it  the  disease  be  more  le* 
vere,  it  would  b  •  n-jhi  {o  emjdoy  meiCUiy, 
and  perhaps  to  bleed  in  the  arm. 

The  disease  may  be  characterized  more 
by  spasmodic  pain  tlian  by  inflamma- 
tion: there  may  be  more  occasional  pain 
at  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  or  on  the  right 
side,  than  c<mstant  pain  and  tenderness; 
and  in'thntca'ie  the  hot-bath  and  opium 
are  among  the  best  means.  But  iu  such 
cases  as  tliese,  if  you  ind  the  patient's 
pulse  quick  and  strong  constantly,  one  of 
the  best  antispa£modics  you  can  employ  is 
bleedittg.  If  yon  find  that  the  pain  is  not 
constant — that  it  conirs  on  at  intcr\als, 
and  not  with  a  couKtaut  severity— you  may 
expect  that  the  disease  is  to  a  certain  ex^ 
tent  spasmodic;  and  there  opium  and  the 
hot-bath  will  be  very  useful :  hut  if  there 
be  general  tenderness  besides,  and  blet;d- 
ing  is  at  all  admissible,  it  will  answer  ex- 
ceedingly well.  Tt  will  be  more  eflectual, 
and  much  better,  to  combine  the  opium 
with  a  fbll  dose  of  calomel :  this  will  pre- 
vent eonsiipation,  and  prodnt  c  n  free  dis- 
charge  from  the  alimentary  caual.  In 
th^  spasmodic  cases,  in  addition  to  the 
common  treatment  for  hepatitis,  you 
.<ihould  give  a  large  dose  of  calomel  (ten  or 
twelve  grains),  and  a  few  doses  of  opium, 
perhaps  two  grains,  ot  more.  A  poultice 
over  the  part  is  also  very  nsi  fMl, 

Now  this  sudden  nain  witii  j  unulice  is 
no  proof  whatever  tnat  the  case  i.s  one  of 
gall-stones.  Many  persons,  where  there  is 
no  jaundice  at  all,  say  that  when  a  patient 
is  seized  with  sudden  pain  at  the  pit  of  the 
.stomach,  they  have  gall-stones;  and  if,  in 
addition,  there  be  jaondice^  thou  they  con- 
sider the  matter  as  certam.  Bat  mere 
spasm  of  these  parts  will  produce  this  vio- 
lent pain,  and  perhaps  giddiness.  You 
may  suspect  that  there  are  gall-stones, 
but  frequently  you  have  all  the  symptoms 
without  it;  anci  you  have  no  right  to  as- 
sert  that  a  person  ha.H  gull  stones  unless 
you  nev  them  pasr,  or  they  have  been  dis. 
eharged.  When  yon  consider,  that  fmm 
eating  something  which  is  indigestible,  a 
person  will  be  seined  with  violent  pain  at 
the  pit  of  the  stomach,  and  the  next  day 
will  have  an  attack  of  jaundice,  you  see 
clearly  that  this  occorronee  may  be  pro* 
duced  without  the  presence  of  ^iul  stoncs; 
you  see  that  it  is  obviously  caused  by 
something  which  has  irritated  the  purls. 

Cktwue  Jaundice.  —  YlMI  will  find  the 
greater  nnml>er  of  cases  of  jaundice 
yield  to  purgativc-s,    or  lo  the    treat - 
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ncnt  for  hepaUtSs;  mad  if  yon  find 

such  srreTc  jmin  as  I  bare  now  men 
tioued,  anti-8i>tt&uiodic  treatment  will  ge- 
nemlly  fet  ria of  it;  IratthedtteMewiiUHS. 
times  last"!  a  Inns?  timp,  hcconu-s  chronic, 
and  it  is  necessary,  after  jrou  find  no  more 
IMtin,  no  tenderaeM  on  pfwrnire,  to  main 
the  patient  move  about— to  make  him 
take  free  exercise,  have  the  parts  well 
rubbed,  to  recommend  the  use  of  the  warm 
bntllt  Mid  also  to  exhibit  mercury  so  as  to 
produce  a  mild  affection  of  the  mouth  for 
a  fn^ater  or  shorter  length  of  time,  to. 
gether  with  the  fVee  use  of  purgatives. 
Yfhen  the  disea'^c  brmnio  chronic,  it 
will  frequently  go  away  under  the  use  of 
tbewmenni}  tbepnrtanemtofidlintonn 
ntonic  state. 

Supposing  that  the  affection  continues 
in  spite  of  nil  these  mems,  then  jira  will 
tfcncrally  liavc  reason  to  susjn'ct  fliat  tlicrc 
is  disease  of  ttie  liver.  If  jou  find  indu. 
ration  or  enlargement  of  tlw  organ,  or  a 
degree  of  ascites,  or  any  kind  of  dropsy— 
if  you  find  persons  waste  more  and  more, 
anil  especially  if  you  find  tlie  tinge  become 
gfeen  hmn  having  been  the  plain  ordinary 
yellow — then  you  mitst  form  an  nnfavonr- 
able  prognnsis»  and  suspect  disease  of  the 
liver.  In  the  case  of  enfaugeagient  and  in- 
duration it  is  pretty  well  proved,  and  then 
the  remedies  for  diseased  liver  should  be 
employed ;  setons  over  the  part  and  the  ex. 

biliitinn  nf  ii>f1inr,  \v\]],  of  courvr,  hv  llie 
bmt  means  that  you  can  employ,  and  you 
moat  keep  up  the  paticttfe  strength  as 
Well  as  you  can. 

With  respect  to  chronic  jaundice,  there 
is  a  curious  case  which  I  stumbled  upon  in 
Yan  8wieten*a  woric,  where  it  was  cured 
by  makintr  a  man  imitate  Nebnchadnez- 
z&r.  Van  Swieten  says  Uiat  he  persuaded 
a  poor  man,  in  an  obetiaate  case  of  jann> 
dice,  1«»  live  npon  v^ms^  for  Urn  \cnr^,  nc. 
cept  during  that  i>art  of  tlic  winter  when 
there  was  none  to  be  got.   He  made  him 

rat  Xhr  t(  nrlrri  vi*  ijrn».t,  and  uls<>  that  which 
was  first  m«medi  and  he  made  him  take 
that  which  was  in  flower.  The  man  con. 
fesscd  that  for  s<nne  time  this  flict  did  but 
little  please  htm,  but  after  a  time  he  was 
wdl  contented,  and  could  easily  distin- 
guish the  best  pastures  by  the  flower  of 
the  ft:mss  (this  I  can  imagine);  and  at  last 
he  became  a  gcucnil  nuisance  to  the  larm* 
ers,  for  they  found  he  had  so  large  an  ap* 
petite  ihf\»  they  drove  him  first  rn»m  one 
fteld  and  tiien  from  another.  This  is  Van 
Swieten *s  own  account:  he  says  ho  wils 
«ibli.,'fd  to  rat  his  diet  ««><'retly  ;  that  the 
farmers  finding  he  bad  m)  targe  an  apin*. 
tite,  they  often  gave  htaB  a  quick  repulse. 
The  man,  howerer,  was  perfectly  cured. 

GALUSTONES, 
It  may  be  well  to  tay  a  ftw  words  le* 


speeting  gall  stones :  we  can  do  nothing  to 
ilis^nlvt'  them,  but  when  they  are  paenog 
we  may  mitigate  the  patient's  pain. 
SymfHoms.—U  is  said,  that  when  ttej 

pass  the  pulse  is  not  »iTiirkrnrd,      in  in 

flammation,  but  on  the  other  hand  it  fre 
qnently  beeomes  alow.   I  bdleve  that  ^ie 

is  g^enerallv  the  case,  hut  the  same  circum- 
stance will  occur  in  a  case  of  pure  spasm. 
Sometimes,  however,  the  pulse  is  increased 
to  above  a  hundred ;  there  is  sudden  jmin 
in  the  part,  and  there  is  vomiting.  Some, 
times  there  is  great  pain,  which  is  zeUeved 
by  pressure  -  it  is  mere  spasmodic  pain. 
Sometimes  there  is  shivering.  The  pn 
tient  has  no  increase  of  temperature,  and 
the  treatment  will  be  the  eame  as  that  for 
spasm,  l>ccaase  yon  cannot  sav  whether 
tocre  is  a  stone  or  not;  but  if  tiie  patient 
have  passed  gall-stones  befWe,  and  the 
same  s\Tiiiitoms  occur  n:?^iin.  then  you  are 
authori/.ed  in  concludii^  that  they  arise 
from  gail-stonM. 

Situations  in  which  they  art  found, — Now 
these  stones  are  found  in  tlic  duct-i  nf 
the  liver  itself  j  they  arc  found  iu  ti»o 
gall-bladder,  in  the  cystic  duet,  and  in  the 
choledoehns.  If  they  exist  in  the  cystic 
duct,  of  course  theV  will  not  produce 
janndiee  except  th^  nappen  to  be  so  large 
that  they  press  upon  tne  eholedcKhu<j,  <»r 
the  hepatic  duct}  but  though  they  will 
not  pmdncc  janndiee,  yet  wey  will  oh. 

struct   llir   coiir'ir  (if  \\w  frrnii  tfit"' 

gall-bladder,  and  it  will  become  distended 
to  a  great  amonnt  1^  ite  own  eeevetioB. 
There  is  a  very  extraordinary  specimen  at 
St.  Thomas's,' where,  from  an  obstruction 
in  the  cy^itic  duct,  the  bladder  went  on  se- 
creting muene  till  at  last  there  was  what 
is  called  dmpsy  of  the  part;  but  no  oh- 
structian  of  a  simple  duct  can  pnjduce 
janndiee.  There  must  be  obstruction  in 
some  of  the  ducts  of  tin  liver,  in  the  hepa- 
tic duct,  or  in  the  ciiolnioehus;  but  tbey 
are  found  in  all  parts — not  only  in  the 
cystic  duct,  but  in  the  gall  bladder  itself. 

Of  all  tan. — Gail  stones  are  seen  of  all 
since,  ftom  mm  i^rit  to  that  of  the  galK 

bladder  itself     (I  ill  sr.im  s  ui!I  very  f>fl(  n 

CSS  without  any  pain  at  all,  because  1 
ve  found  them  in  Uie  motions  without 
any  pain  hnviuK  occurred.  If  they  are 
very  uutcc  tliey  will  occasionally  produce 
no  pain,  provided  they  lie  still  and  do  not 
attempt  to  escape ;  btit  if  nature  make  an 
attempt  to  ^et  rid  of  them,  the  pain  is 
very  con>idenible.  Dr.  ileberden  men- 
tions that  a  stone  was  found  in  the  glUl- 
bladder  of  I^rd  Bute,  the  preceptor  to 
George  the  Third,  which  weighed  two 
drachon,  and  yet  caused  no  sympteme. 
They  were  cnrpiiaed  to  And  the  ttone 
thefe. 

QummUf^AM  to  <|WUitity,  It  will  vaf;y 
tnm  one  to  an  immcnM  nnmbtr.  It  le 
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said  by  Dr.  Baillie,  tLat  a  thousand  have 
been  found  at  once  in  tlie  gall-bladder, 
and  the  prei>aration  is  now  to  be  seen  in 
Dr.  Hmiler'B  collection.  Dr.  BaillM  hwi 
given  a  representation  of  the  case :  an  in- 
cision is  made  into  the  bladder,  to  shew 
that  it  is  crammed  full  of  stones.  I  once 
took  out  of  the  irn  11  bladder  of  a  patit  Tit  at 
St  Thomas's  1..  tv.  (  en  300  and  400,  which 
gkW9  rbe  to  no  ^\  mptotnt  during  life.  The 
]>atient  hn<l  nut  eonijtlaiTu  of  the  least 
|iain;  nobody  knew  that  thert;  wait  any 
thing  extmordimuy  in  bis  inside ;  and  he 
died  <tf  a  very  difTerent  disease.  Nothing 
is  more  common  than  to  open  persons  who 
have  died  of  disease  unconnected  with  the 
liver,  who  have  never  eomplained  of  a  pain 
in  tlie  side,  and  yet  to  find  several  gall 
stones. 

Eiternal  tapati. — Thcte  UliaTf  ttones  are 

nnmetiincs  rough,  and  sometimes  smooth 
They  acquire  a  smooth  surface  from  lying 
and  robbing  agMnst  each  otlier,  but  then 
this  rcrj'  same  circnTTTJtariec  ransos  them 
to  be  angular ;  thev  have  a  sharp  comer 
•nd  edges,  although  tlw  taifiMie  netwaen 
the  angles  may  \)c  pe r feet Iv  smooth.  Those 
in  the  centre  are  generally  oval  i  and  Dr. 
Baillie  says  that  he  saw  one  the  riase  of  a 
hen's  egg.  They  will  pass  through  the 
ducts  even  when  very  large,  for  the  ducts 
will  dilate  incredibly.  We  know  that  the 
female  nrethra  may  be  dilated  so  that  a 
larffp  Htnne  may  be  extracted  from  the  blad- 
der without  an  incision.  A  very  large  cal- 
e  111  us  hae  lieen  known  to  pass  through  the 
<hietns  eomnnniis  choledochus, without  ul- 
ceration having  been  discovered  after 
death.  I  mentioned  that  Dr.  Heherden 
.states,  that  onee  tlu  iluetns  cc^mmnnis  wns 
distended  to  an  inch  in  diameter  i  but  not 
nafrequently  when  the  stones  are  large 
they  w  ill  escape  b^  an  abscess,  just  as  pus 
wiU  do  from  the  liver,  either  externally  or 
internally.  Adbceions  will  take  place  ex- 
ternally between  the  i^all-blad<l<  r  and  tlic 
parietal  peritoneum  i  an  abscess  foxms^ 
and  the  stone  eomes  ont  throngh  the  ahdo> 
minal  pnrietcs;  but  more  frcuucntly  adhe- 
sions  take  place  between  the  bile  passages 
and  the  intestines,  and  they  escape  that 
way,  so  that  tb^  are  discharged  by  st(»ol. 

Size  they  matfuttainy  and  yet  l>e  diicharf^ed.— 
It  is  astonishing  how  very  large  a  calculus 
nature  will  get  rid  of,  and  yet  the  patient 
will  do  well.  A  ealeulus  two  inehes  and 
a  cjuurtcr  in  length,  three  and  a  quarter 
in  eirenmfierenee,  and  weighing  one  ounce, 
two  rinichms,  twenty  t1)nr  grains,  was 
disicliarired  from  a  pcr»4»n,  w  ho  lived  after 
it  and  md  perfectly  well.  The  eaae  is  re* 
corded  V>y  i)r.  IjeteOBI,  in  the  first  volume 
of  the  London  Medical  Memoirs.  Dr. 
Pemliertott  states  tliat  a  stone  has  been  dis. 
diaijged  two  inches  and  »  quarter  in 


length,  and  ono  iiieh  and  a  quarter  ia 
breadth.     in    the   Medical    (Jaseite  for 
March  182H,  there  is  an  aeeonnt  of  one  aa 
inch  and  three  quarti  rs  iu  lengtli,  three 
inches  and  a  (jnarter  in  breadth,  and 
which  weighed  *27H  grains.    A  stone  mea* 
suring  an  inch  and  three-eighths  in  length, 
nnrl  thrvv  inehea  three-eighths  in  tnms. 
verse  circumference,  is  mentioned  in  ihc 
twelfth  volume  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical 
Trniunrfinns;  it  bad  i)as«ed  by  ulceration, 
but  the  individual  died.   There  is  a  curi- 
ous instance  of  one  an  inch  and  six-tenthe 
in  lengtli.  und  an  inch  and  one-tenth  in 
breadth  and    transverse  circumference, 
which  was  expelled  and  the  patient  reeo. 
vered;  but  as  it  went  down,  it  stuek  in  the 
sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon,  and  there 
gave  all  the  signs  of  stranp^ulated  Iwmiak 
Before  its  escape  from  the  intestines  it  did 
•5erinn«;  misehief;  and  yet  notwitlistanding 
that,  there  had  been  no  sufiering  pre. 
viously ;  it  was  not  known  tliat  the  enma 
uf  the  disease  was  a  stone. 

Relative  frequency  in  var'wui  m us.  —These 
calenli  are  most  firequently  found  in  the 

gal!  hlarhhr  it'^elf;  next  to  that  in  the 
cystic  duct;  next  to  that  in  the  choledo- 
chos ;  and  next  to  that  in  the  hepatic 
duct  There  can  be  no  d  nht,  therefore, 
that  they  are  generally  formed  in  the  gall- 
bladder  itself. 

CMswr.— Some  of  theaecalculi  are  white, 
others  are  blnclc :  •snme  arc  black  exter- 
nally and  w  hite  inienmlly;  and  some  have 
a  shining  and  semi-transparent  fracture. 

Cmftitiitiitt. — As  to  the  ronKtittiPnts  uf 
these  calculi,  some  of  them  an  pear  to  be 
notldng  mote  than  Inepisltea  bile,  and 
these  are  hirtrr  to  the  to-stc,  soluble  in 
water,  and  bum  to  a  cinder;  but  the 
greater  part  of  the  biliary  ealenii  are  not 
of  this  aescript ion  ;  tlu'V  n.rr  nf  nti  oli-ngi- 
nous  character,  and  if  yuu  melt  them  they 
will  take  lire  and  bnm  like  wax.  The 
shortest  way  is  to  scrape  them  a  little,  and 
they  very  soon  melt  Some  are  resin, 
some  are  cholesterine,  and  some  are 
pieromel. 

Internal  app^mnce. — Now  those  kinds 
which  are  waxy  (I  only  use  the  word  in 
the  commim  vulgar  acceptation,  mnaning 
to  bnm  like  w  ax) — are  of  a  greasy  charac- 
ter, are  laminatcii  within,  and  freanently 
ciystalliaed ;  eenietimes,  however,  they  are 
oleri'jrinous.  Oencrnlly  they  are  in  plates, 
laminateil,  but  sonietimcH  there  are  erys> 
tallised  radii  passing  ftom  within  out- 
wards.  Occasionallv  tlipy  an-  a  mere 
amoipbous  mass,  ^iow  and  then  they 
have  been  found  to  contain  phoephate  or 
lime;  hut  ulien  stones  in  these  parts  eon 
tain  this  material,  it  is  doubtful  whether 
fliey  are  biliaiy  conereUens*  Two  caset  of 
this  kind  an  related  by  Andcd,  bat  there 
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bad  been  sucb  ubstructiuu,  that  nu  bile 
could  hare  entered  the  gallbladder  for 
somctiuit  The  cystic  duct  was  obstnictcd, 
and  it  appears  ratlier  to  ha?e  been  a  secre- 
tion  of  the  inner  surface  of  the  gallblad- 
der, }wt  as  stones  may  be  found  in  the 
nrinaiy  bladder. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  GALL.BLAHDEIL 

In  regard  to  diseases  of  the  gall  bladder 
itself,  f  may  mention  that  it  is  rarely  nl- 
eerated.  OccaMonally  it  is  very  tliick,  oc- 
casionally  it  is  hypertrophied,  and  it  has 
been  known  to  be  completely  ossified. 
Sometimes  it  will  wa^te  away,  sometiincs 
it  will  have  lubt  rcles  in  it,  and  sometimes 
there  are  hydatids  in  its  substance.  Now 
and  then  it  has  been  ruptured.  A  woman 
came  one  dfiy  to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital, 
and  fell  down  dcadj  and  on  opening  her, 
the  gall-bladder  was  found  suddenly  to 
have  m]»tiirc  d.  Death  took  place,  I  under, 
stand,  instantly. 


ON  CBRTAm  lOBHS 

or 

DISEASE  OF  THE  EYE, 

Occurring  in  MMdualt  toho  Win  tuffering 
fntn,  or  had  rseerilfy  teen  aUaeked  bif, 

CItolertt, 

BvRlCBAKD  MlOnUMOKE,  Esq. 

Aislstaat>8ai!fieB  la  tbe  Blmlngbsoi  Eye 
tnllraMry* 

I  HAVE  recently  noticed  several  forms  of 
disease  of  the  eye  consequent  on  an  at- 
tack of  the  cholera,  which  it  is  wdl 
known  was,  about  a  year  ago,  Tery  pre- 
valent and  fatal  in  various  places  around 
Binninghani,  and  especially  at  Bilston, 
Tipton,  and  Darlaston;  and  as  thecir- 
cunistaiue  ]ia.s  not  been  particularly 
alluded  to  by  those  STcntlemen  who  have 
favoured  the  jirofessiou  with  their  opi- 
nions respecting-  this  most  destmctire 
epidemic,  it  has  been  Mi^^^ted  to  me 
bv  medical  friends  to  whom  I  have  com- 
municated the  circumstance,  that  it 
would  be  desirable  to  place  an  epitome 
of  the  facts  on  record. 

The  forms  of  disease  chiefly  presented 
to  my  notice  as  a  consequence  of  ciiu- 
lera,  were  amaurosis— extensive  lym- 
phatic,  or  puro-lvmphatic,  deposition 
netwecn  the  Jamclfw  uf  the  cornea — ul- 


;  OF  THE  EYE  AFTER  CHOLERA. 

ccration  or  slouching  of  the  coracn 
and  suppuration  uf  the  eye-ball. 

I.I  nearly  every  instance  the  disease 
of  the  eve  occurred  as  the  synq)toms  of 
the  cholera  were  subsiding- ;  and  it  was 
remarked  that  the  appearance  of  the  in- 
dividuals, even  manv  weeks  after  tlic 
severest  symptoms  of  the  epidemic  ma- 
lady had  been  removed,  was  cxtremel  V 
unhealthy ;  their  coinplezion  had  a  yel- 
lowish, or  dirty  white  appearance,  and 
they  were  extremely  lantfuid,  ami  much 
emaciated.  1  cannot  learn  that  in  any 
instance  the  ophthalmic  affection  oc- 
curred  after  saline  or  other  injections 
into  the  veins  had  been  practi^< d. 

Amaurosis. — The  suHtTcrs  from  this 
malady  had  not  generally  had  the  cho* 
lera  venr  severely,  hut  had  sustained  an 
mi  usual  deg-ree  of  pain  i<i  the  bead  dur- 
ing its  continuance.  Somctimeh  the 
amaurosis  was  complete ;  in  other  in* 
stances  it  consisted  of  sli^^bt  impairment 
of  vision,  very  often  attended,  in  the  lat- 
ter case,  wit^  either  scotoma^  or  what 
are  usually  termed  mntne  9olUtmte§  ; 
and  in  the  former  instance,  with  scintil- 
lations, or  patiifuUy  \  ivid  corriiscations. 

Deposiiiun  between  the  lamella  oj  the 
cornea.  ~This  deposition  consisted  for 
the  most  part  of  lymph  or  pus,  or  of  both 
comliineii.  In  some  instances  it  was  so 
abundant  in  quaulily  as  to  indues 
sloughing  of  the  cornea,  or  absorptiMi 
o^its  lamellw ;  and  in  other  instances  it 
was  so  inconsiderable  in  amount  a.«  to 
constitute  merely  a  temporary  impedi- 
ment to  vision. 

Ulceration  and  tlwigldng  of  tile  eer- 
«e</. —Sometimes  the  cornea  appeared  to 
ulcerate  or  slough,  without  having  been 
preceded  by  any  appreciable  amount  of 
niHammation. 

Suppuration  of  the  ei/r-ball.  —  In 
every  case  of  suppuration  of  the  eye-ball 
ori>rlnutin<,^  in  cnolera,  whidi  has  fdlen 
under  my  notice,  the  eye  had  sustained 
no  inflammation  adequate  to  the  ]»roduc- 
tion  of  much  pain  * ;  the  uneasiness 
complained  of  only  occurred  when  the 
globe  became  distended,  in  those  in- 
stances  \^  bere  the  coniea  did  not  ulce- 
rate and  slough,  and  penuit  the  cvacua- 


•  After  Mngcinlii-  liu'*  |)o-.nted  out  the  occur- 
rence of  «  tuppuiution  of  the  cye-liall  .i>»  ;i<  oii«e- 
queorc  of  the  tll»Ulon  of  the  filth  ymx  <  (  m  r\  .'«, 
he  excUimK,  "  N'eat  cr  pas  un  ph<  nointiie  turn 
CXtraordioaire  qii'un  inflammHlton  vive  avec  iiu|>- 
puration  et  Iri'^rn^ih  Uti  compUt*  de  la  parti« 
enflammt^e,  et  qui  ctt  (  an n^e  par  U  SCCtlOn  d*lia 

ntr t  i^-'Jottrtul  de  rkt$.9togit* 
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tion  of  the  duiils  coutained  in  the  eve- 
Ull. 

Hemarkii  on  the  ^receding  factx. — I 
believe  it  is  now  aamitted  by  patbolo 
cistB,  tbmt  any  agent  which  niatorially 
(ii'tcriorate**  the  qualities  of  tlic  hlood 
may  give  rise  to  purulent  depositionn  in 
TariouH  parts  ororffans  of  tbe  body  ;  and 
that  suppuration  of  the  eye-ball,  and  ul* 
ceration  and  j.loujybing'  of  tbe  cornea, 
are  sometime!*  induced  by  au  extreme 
dimiuutiou  of  the  powers  of  the  system, 
are  events  the  nccuracj  of  which  is 
eqiinlly  wrll  t  staMi'-lit  cl. 

Suppuration  of  tbe  eye-ball,  as  it  is 
commonly  presented  to  our  notice,  genc< 
rally  arij^s  from  ophthalmitis,  whether 
idiojtatliic  or  traitmatir ;  ntid  fnmi  t?"*^- 
norrb(Jt-al  or  purulent  ophthalmia,  or 
8onie  equally  scTere  form  of  inflamma- 
tion of  tbe  eve ;  but  iIjc  experiments  of 
Magendie  (jounial  do  Pliv^i<  1  «ijie, 
torn.  iv.  p.  170 — 302)  prove  that  it  may 
also  arijic  from  injury  to  certain  nerves, 
of  which,  until  tbe*  puldirutton  of  his 
experiments,  we  had  scarcely  miy  knnw- 
leuge.  Ue  divided  the  fifth  pair  of 
nerves  in  the  temporal  fossa,  and  he 
loond  that  the  cornea  became  slightly 
opaque  twenty-four  boins  nfterwanls, 
and  that,  five  or  six  days  after  tbe 
division  of  the  nerve,  it  waa  **de  la 
blancheur  de  Talbatre."  Towards  the 
eig^hth  day,  tbe  conn  n  u-x  separated 
in  part  from  its  connexion  with  the  scle- 
rotica, and  finallj  so  extensively  ulce- 
rated as  to  nerinit  the  discbar||re  of  the 
IniiiKMirs  ot  the  eye,  wbirb  Merethi  k 
and  partly  opa^que:  tbe  eye-ball  then 
collapsed.  In  fact,  subsequent  experi- 
ments proved  that  suppuration  or  the 
eye-ball  qprnerallv  fnllows  \}m'  section  of 
tne  fifth  pair  ot  nerves,  ou  the  side  upon 
which  such  section  has  been  made ;  and 
we  have  accumulated  a  muss  of  cases 
wbicli  (li  fermine,  hfyoiid  dispute,  that 
injury  or  disrasr  of  tbe  lifib  pair  of 
nerves  are  amoitg-  tbe  causes  of  suppu- 
ration of  the  eye-ball  *. 

•Suppuration  of  tlic  yloln'  lias  <5nnic- 
times  iullowed  the  ligature  of  tbe  caro- 
tid  artery,  and  the  same  J)ccurrenee  has 

*  In  a  cnse  of  plilehiilit  \%'hich  nccurredin  tbe 
prtKtlce  of  Mr  Eorle,  In  which  suppurutio«ttryic 
cye-bkil  tiHik  plactr.  the  fifth  MSt  of  otrVM  was 
found  to  be  vrry  »of i  nnd  nacn  flattened  i  so  tkat 
It  to  dosbcfttl  If  the  diMMed  itste  of  the  aervei 
did  aoC  ftitelf  Indnre  the  eff^rttoQ  of  tbe  ere. 
ThU  rlrcuin»t«nv«  does  not  jipptjar  to  hw\t  oc- 
curred to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Arnott.  who  «<lri- 
biitet  the  diHf  i-c  <>r  the  eye  to  Um  tsflamOkatfOO 
und  »U)>puratlnn  of  tbe  vein. 


taken  place  after  the  performance  of 
other  severe  operations;  just  in  the 

same  way,  I  aj'prebend,  in  this  latter 
instance,  as  purulent  deposits  are  apt  to 
occur  in  various  parts  of  the  body,  after 
any  important  and  severe  surgical  ope- 
ration, whatever  may  be  its  nature. 
Let  me  be  understood  to  say,  that  sup- 
puration of  the  eyC'ball  majr  take  place 
after  the  performance  of  any  severe  sur- 
gical <>]»(  raiion,  on  tbe  same  principle, 
and  from  tbe  same  causes,  as  those 
which  originate  punilent  deposits  in 
other  parts  or  organs  of  the  body  after 
the  accompli'^lnnent  of  sitnilar  opera- 
tions ;  and  let  me  also  be  understood  to 
make  a  decided  distinction  between  ^e 
occurrence  of  suppuration  of  the  eye- 
ball after  tbe  ]i<xatiirc  of  tlu-  r  iroticf  or 
tbe  section  of  the  Hfth  pair  of  nerves, 
and  the  existence  of  purulent  effusion 
%vithin  the  [flobe,  after,  for  example, 
the  amputation  of  a  limb ;  or,  indeed, 
from  any  cause  suddenly  and  materially 
vitiating  the  quality  of  the  blood.  Tbe 
tenn  suppuration  of  the  eje*ball'* 
Mould  l)r  ajtpHcalde  in  both  instances; 
but  the  nin<h'  in  which  these  two  sets  of 
causes  operate  in  producing  such  sup- 
puration, appears  to  be  quite  distinct. 
On  tlu-  siiltjct  t  of  purulent  depositions 
after  severe  injuries  or  important  opera- 
tions, much  interesting  information  may 
he  found  in  die  aurspeal  works  of  Baron 
I^arrey,  Desanlt,  and  Guthrie,  and  also 
in  an  excellent  paper  in  the  fourteenth 
volume  of  tbe  Medico-Chtrurgical 
Transactions,  h\  the  late  Mr.  Rose,  and 
in  tbe  fifteenth  volume  of  the  same 
wtirk,  by  Mr.  Amott.  Mr.  Wood,  the 
distini^uished  senior  surgeon  of  the  Bir- 
mingham Hospital,  tied  tbe  common 
carotid  artery  of  a  man  (Joseph  liycett) 
who  bad  produced  aneurism  of  that  ves- 
sel by  an  attempt  to  commit  suicide  with 
a  pen-kniie,  and  in  tbe  course  of  a 
short  tiiof  stippnration  of  tfic  eve-l)aH 
took  place  *,  and  in  this  ease,  post-mor- 
tem examination  detectetl  many  ab- 
scesses, both  ill  tlic  cortical  and  medul- 
lary part  of  tlic  l»rain.  A  similar  result 
occurred  in  the  practice  «d"  Mr.  Wardrop. 
I  have  not  noticed  this  occurrence 
aftrr  tying  the  internal  jugular  veins, 
which  I  have  accomplishi  d  twice  in 
dogs;  but  the  face  and  parts  beneath 
the  jaws  are  rendered  excessively  ttdc- 
matoua  when  both  the  internal  jugular 
veins  arc  tied  at  the  same  time :  but 
of  course  suppuration  of  the  eye-ball 
would  be  the  more  likely  to  occur  in 
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proportion  as  tlu'  phlebitis  u  severe,  aiiU 
itH  efiecls  determiued  various  causes 
lo  that  particular  situation. 

Inflammation  of  the  veins  is  some- 
times succeeded  hy  sup]>nrnfioii  of  the 
eye-ball,  iu  whatever  pan  ol  tlic  body 
uie  phlebitis  may  oooor ;  but  as  the  ute- 
rine, the  femoral,  and  the  illiac  veins, 
are  more  generally  the  seat  of  inflam- 
BUition  in  counexion  with  parturition, 
■nppamtton  of  the  grlobe  is  consequently 
more  frequently  referrible  to  tlu'ir  in- 
flammation than  to  that  of  the  veiiu  in 
other  situationa. 


CHEMICAL   ANALYSIS    OF  THF 
SERUM  OF  TU£  BLOOI>. 


Sib, 

Wb  shall  be  obliged  by  your  inserting 
in  the  columns  of  your  journal  the  foT- 
lowing  remarks  on  the  serum  of  the 
blood.— We  are,  air, 

Your  obedient  Mirants, 
R.  H.  Brett. 

GOLDINQ  BlBO. 

ouj't  Hofpit*!,  Jajie2s,  leaa. 

Having  performed  «onie  eypcriments 
a  abort  tune  since  ou  some  serum  ob- 
tained from  the  blood  of  a  pati^t  la- 
bourin(g^  under  diabetes,  with  a  Tiew  to 

determine  if  possible  the  presence  of 
urea  in  that  fluid,  the  only  iudicatiou 
we  obtained  of  the  exittenoe  of  thai  tub- 
stance  was  what  we  imagined  at  the 

time  snfficiently  determinate,  viz.  tlie 
strong  urinous  odour  evolred,  when  the 
alcoholic  extract,  obtained  by  a  ptocen 
ahortly  after  to  be  described,  was  treated 
with  cliluted  nitric  acid,  and  the  excess 
of  the  latter  removed  bv  heat,  Suspect- 
ing, however,  that  healthy  serum,  or  at 
least  serum  obtained  from  petiona  nei- 
ther lahniiHiiLr  uTider  dial)ete8,  or  ;ut:i- 
sarca  vvitii  cuaguJable  urine,  might  pro- 
bably aflbrd  the  same  results,  we  under- 
took a  eaieful  examination  of  that  fluid, 
rrpcntiii^-  it  several  times  on  different 
portioiis  ol  hcrum,  procured  from  persons 
whose  urine  was  totally  free  from  uuy 
albuminous  impregnation,  and  who  were 
suffering'  onlv  frnm  trifling-  ailments. 
The  folio  wing  were  the  reaults  ob- 
tained 

When  the  serum  of  blood  is  coagu- 
lated and  kept  at  a  temperature  of  fm* 


IE  SEHVM  OF  TBB  BLOOD. 

F.  in  a  salt  water  bath  tor  some  lime,  m 
perfectly  dry  hon»^  mass  remains,  not 
undergoing  the  slightest  fusion,  or  be< 
comino*  deliquescent  or  moist  by  expo- 
sure to  air,  even  after  some  days.  If 
this  mass  be  digested  in  boiling-  water, 
or  alcohol,  for  some  time,  and  Uie  fluid 
then  filleref^  iird  evaporated  to  drvnesji 
in  a  salt-water  bath,  a  semi-transparent 
substance  is  obtained,  mixed  with  cubi- 
cal crystals  of  common  salt.  If  this 
siibstniif  !)f  sii})j(  cted  to  a  teniperat«ire 
iusutiieient  to  char  it,  a  peculiar  odour 
is  evolved,  very  similar  to  that  oWrted 
during  the  panary  fermentation,  but  it 
does  not,  ho«  ever,  become  soft,  or  give 
the  slig-htest  inrlimtioti  nffn*iion.  ^\  hen 
treated  with  diluted  mine  ueid  a  slight 
degree  of  elfenrescenee  takes  plaee;  and 
when  the  excess  of  acid  is  removctl  by 
the  application  of  heat,  the  crv>;tr*ls  are 
founu  to  posi»e&s  a  nitrous  taste,  trum  tiie 
partial  decomposition  of  the  ehloride  of 
sodium,  and  the  consequent  formation 
of  a  nitrate  of  soda,  whilst  a  strong; 
urinous  odour  is  evolved  from  the  am- 
nwl  matter. 

Incipient  decomposition  does  not  pre- 
vent the  peciilifir  action  of  nitric  acid  on  m 
the  extractitorm  mass.  Thus  when  the  ^ 
fluid  obtained  bj  treating  the  dried  al- 
bumeu  widi  hoilbig  distflled  water  was 
kept  for  nine  or  tpu  days,  in  a  vessel 
half-full  of  atmospheric  air,  it  becamo 
very  tuibid,  a  strong  smell  of  sulphu- 
retted hydrogen  was  evolved,  ana  the 
sides  of  the  glass  were  blackened  l>  v  tho 
reaction  of  the  gas  on  the  lead  couuined 
in  it.  When  this  fluid  was  evapoimted 
to  dryness,  and  treated  in  the  manner 
before  described,  exactly  the  same  phe- 
nomena occurred.  When  the  extracti- 
fonn  mass  obtained  from  the  aqueous 
solution  was  heated  in  a  nUtinnm  cap- 
sule to  redness,  it  did  not  ntse,  swell  up, 
or  leave  a  very  bulky  charcoal ;  too 
odour  of  bunit  bread  wa:^  {j^iven  ofl: 
When  heated  in  a  glass  tube  elosed  at  , 
oii«'  pthI,  no  snMnnate  of  CUfbonSte  of  , 
ammonia  was  tormed.  ^ 

Neither  ammonia,  the  muriatic  or 
sulpbttfic  acids,  are  capable  of  evolvinjo^ 
a  urinous  odouf  when  boiled  with  this 
substance. 

Chlorine,  when  passed  tlirough  an 
aqueous  solution  of  this  extract,  catued 
a  manifest  turbidity ;  but  no  urinous 
odour  could  be  perceived  by  subsequent 
evanuratiun. 

When  the  extractifomi  mass,  pre- 
▼iously  treated  with  nitric  acid,  and  the 
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excess  of  acid  removed  by  eraporation, 
was  exposed  to  a  temperature  of  about 

260*^, it  underwent  no  fusion;  and  when 
heated  %Mih  caustic  potass,  evolved  no 
ammouiacal  odour. 
Wben  the  alcoholic  soIqIiob  of  this 

peculiar  substance  was  allowed  to  eva- 
porate spontaneously,  no  j>risniatic  crj  s- 
taU»  were  obtained,  but  a  few  cubical 
crystals  of  oommon  salt. 

When  a  portion  of  the  same  sfdution 
wan  evaporated  to  ouc-tifth,  and  treated 
with  nitric  acid,  not  the  slightest  trace 
of  crystalline  plates  could  be  perceived, 
even  after  some  time  hatl  been  all<M\i  d 
for  spontaneous  evaporation,  but  a  gra- 
dually increasing  urinous  odour  was 
evolved. 

Till  following  quantitive  analysis  of 
a  iresli  portion  of  serum  was  then  insti> 
tuted:— 

lOOgrs.  of  dear  serum,  suecific  gravity 

1028,  were  evaporated  touryness  over  a 
snlt-water  bath,  at  a  t«"mp»'raturc  of  ab<nit 
224''  F.  The  horny  bnttJe  moiss  tlius 
obtained  was  found  to  weigh  10*16  grs.; 
deducting  this  from  the  previous  100 
grs.  of  serum,  left  88  63  r\s  the 

weight  of  water.  The  dry  albuminous 
mass  was  then  fedaoed  to  powder,  and 
diLTCStcd  in  boiling  water  for  twenty  mi- 
nutes ;  the  whole  was  then  thrown  upon 
a  filter,  and  the  latter  well  waiihed  with 
boiling  distilled  water,  until  the  fluid 
which  pa^ed  through  no  lon^•pr  affi  cteJ 
nitrate  of  silver.  The  solution  thus  ob- 
tained was  nearly  clear,  and  perfectly 
colonriesB.  When  evaporated  to  dry- 
ness in  a  salt-water  bath,  the  residue 
weighed  1*21  gr.  consisting  of  the  pe- 
culiar animal  matter,  with  chloride  of 
sodium  and  lactate  of  soda*  The  whole 
of  tin's  residue  was  ij^nited  In  a  platinum 
capsule,  over  a  spirit-lamj)  willi  a  rircu- 
lar  wick,  and  the  beat  urged  to  bright 
redness.  By  this  means  ul  the  animal 
matter  was  driven  off,  and  a  perfectly 
white  ash  remained,  weighing  *73  gr., 
which  being  deducted  from  the  weight 
of  the  r^idue  obtained  by  the  last  eva- 
poration, left  "48gr.  as  the  weight  of  the 
animal  matter,  together  with  a  portion 
of  lactic  acid,  which  must  have  been  de- 
composed at  the  temperature.  The  sa- 
line residue  exerted  a  slight  alkaline  re- 
action, and  effervesrrd  when  treated 
with  a  small  quantity  of  acetic  acid. 
B]f  evaporation  the  excess  of  acid  was 
driven  off,  and  the  heat  raised  so  as  to 
decompose  the  latter  and  leave  a  perfectly 


white  ash  ;  this  last,  treated  with  boilbg 
alcohol,  specific  gravity 833,  until  the  last 
drops  which  passed  through  the  filter 
no  longer  affected  nitrate  of  silver,  upon 
evaporation  cubical  ciystals  were  oh. 
tained;  these,  after  exposure  to  a  red 
hent.  Mei;:;'!i(Ml  -02  gr.,  consisting  of  chlo- 
ride of  sodium,  leaving  of  course  11  gr. 
for  the  weight  of  the  eaibonate  of  9m 
resulting  from  the  decomposition  of  tho 
lactate. 

From  this  analysis  wc  have  concluded 
that  the  following  are  the  propcnrtions 
of  the  constituents  of  100  grains  of 
serum 

Water   8863 

Albumen   10*16 

Peculiar  animal  mniter,  with? 

a  x>ortion  of  lactic  acid .,,»y 
Chloride  of  sodium   -02 

Car?)Mnritc  of   sodn  resulting) 
from  Uie  decum|>usitton  of>  '11 
the  lactate   > 


lOOOO 

That  this  peculiar  animal  matter  may 
be,  and  probably  has  been,  mistaken  for 
urea,  can  hardly  be  doubted,  especially 
since  a  urinous  odour  has  by  man^  been 
considered  as  indicative  of  the  existence 
of  the  latter.  We  have  tb<  refon-  thought 
it  well  to  point  out  in  w  hat  manner  the^ 
differ  from  each  other,  and  that  the  un* 
nous  odotir  is  no  proof  at  all  of  the  pre- 
sence of  urea,  nor  does  it  essentially  be- 
long to  that  principle.  In  the  first  place, 
a  duuted  aqueous  solution  of  urea  un- 
dergoes decomposition  by  prolonged 
ebullition,  as  does  it  also  wben  kept  for 
any  time,  more  especially  w  lien  mixed 
with  extnuieona  matters.  The  peculiar 
substance  in  question,  on  the  contra rr, 
may  he  k»'pt  at  a  temperature  of  224''' 
for  twenty  nauutes,  or  even  longer,  with- 
out losing  its  properties ;  and  when  kept 
exposed  to  the  air  so  long  as  to  cause 
the  evolution  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen, 
it  still  evolves  a  urinous  odour  %vhen 
treated  with  nitric  acid.  Urea,  wlien 
allowed  to  crystallize  from  its  alcoholic 
solution,  yields  distinct  prisms;  and  so 
small  a  ouautitv  as  ^  gr.  of  this  princi- 
ple yieloa  a  dKstinet  crvstalline  scale 
with  nitric  acid.  No  such  effect  is  pro- 
duced by  treatin«ir  the  ««ubstance  in  ques- 
tion in  a  similar  luanuer :  urea  fuses  at 
a  temperature  of  SM9^,  whereas  this  pe* 
culiar  animal  matter  gives  no  indication 
effusion  at  any  temperature;  but  above 
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all,  ueitber  urea  or  tho  nitrate  posmss 
anj' urinoaa  smell  when  pure,aa  tlic  ful- 
lowiiig-  experiments  uiU  sufficiently 
prore.  Some  urea  was  obtained  by  the 
common  process  of  heaiinc^  the  extract 
of  urine  with  alcoho]^  ana  freeing'  the 
nlcoholic  soliUion  a«5  nitif  li  ns  ]>()>»il)le 
from  colour,  by  means  ot  anmial  char- 
coal. The  ety^tals  obtained  by  evapo- 
ration still  bad  a  yellow  tingfc;  they 
were  :\<^rnr(]\uixh'  (h<j;('%\vi\  in  different 
portions  oi  sulphuric  ether,  until  every 
trace  of  colour  was  removed.  Tbc 
urea  thus  obtained  was  disaolved 
in  alcoh  K  nnd  by  evaporation  per- 
fectly colourless  and  inodorous  pris- 
matic crystals  were  procured:  v%hen 
some  of  these  were  dissolved  in  a  small 
quantity  of  \v;ifer,  and  nitric  acid  added, 
crystalline  ])Iatrs  luyan  to  form  in 
abundance,  and  when  the  eiccess  of 
nitric  acid  was  removed  by  careAil  pres> 
sure  between  folds  of  bilotting-  paper, 
thev  were  loiind  to  be  quite  colourless, 
and  free  from  odour.  When,  however, 
the  etherial  solntion  was  evaporated  to 
dryness,  and  treated  with  nitric  acid,  a 
))owerful  odour  of  urine  was  iustanUjr 
given  out. 

When  artificial  urea,  obtained  by  de> 
composing*  evaiiite  of  lead  by  caustic 
ammonia,  liltratiun,  and  evaporation, 
wa&  treated  with  nitric  acid,  colourless 
crystalline  plates  were  obtsined  totally 
me  from  any  urinous  odour. 

We  Tc<rrvf  th:\t  we  ha^•f>  !!nt  l>f^pn  en- 
abled to  subjuin  an  analysis  oi  the  serum 
irom  the  bfood  of  a  patient  labouring 
under  anasarca,  with  coagulable  urine, 
in  which  form  of  disease  urea  is  said  to 
exist  very  abundantly  in  the  serum ;  we 
shall,  however,  uke  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  transmittingf  to  you  the  result 
of  our  experiments  on  that  point. 


A  UriFl  1 1 A  I.    AN  V  S  FROM 
SLOUGliliNG— 
SUCCESSFULLY  TaEATED. 


7*0  ihe  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
Sir, 

I  HAVE  enclosed  liie  particulars  of  a 
esse  of  artificial  anus,  toe  result  of  mor- 
tifleation  of  intestine  in  a  strangulated 
hernia.   Should  you  consider  tbe  case 


is;  OF  ARTIFICIAL  ANUS. 

of  sufficient  interest,  you  w  ill  oblige  me 
by  inserting  it  in  your  Gazette. 

1  am,  sir, 
Your  obedient  sen  ant, 

Robert  Beninuton. 
8,  Queen-aqaare.  Atdmgate-itreet, 

jiifws,  lan. 

George  Jones,  mL  35,  who  had  for 
several  years  been  the  subject  of  femoral 

rupture,  on  the  niornint,'-  (»f  Auniist  10th 
went  to  bia  cmplo^mcut  wiihimt  ]iutting 
on  his  truss.  XVbilst  makiu^r  s,ome  un- 
usual  exertion  the  hernia  suddenly  came 
down,  larger  in  size  than  it  had  hitherto 
appeared  ;  its  descent  being  followed  by 
vomiting,  severe  pain  in  the  abdomen, 
and  in  the  hernial  swrllin^-.  Having 
failed  in  rcdiuing  the  hernia  hv  the 
l|ieaus  he  had  usually  resorted  to,  he  re. 
turned  to  bis  home,  and  applied  fur  aii- 
slstancc  to  a  practitioner  in  his  neigh, 
bourhood.  Tlie  symptoms  continued 
with  great  severity  durinjr  that  and  tlie 
two  following  days,  no  other  measures 
being  had  recour>e  to  lor  his  relief  than 
the  frequent  athninistration  of  purgative 
medicine  and  enemata ;  but  the  former 
was  rejected  bv  the  stomach  us  soon  as 
swallowed,  and  the  latter  returned  with- 
out proctiring  any  evacuations.  On  the 
evening-  of  the  third  day  from  the  ac- 
cession of  the  symptoms,  he  experienced 
a  sensation  as  though  something  had 
hur;it  within  the  tumor,  which,  however, 
did  not  become  altered  in  size ;  alnio>t 
inuucdiatcly  after  this  the  pain  in  the 
beliy  subsided,  the  retching  ceased,  and 
copious  evacuations  fnmi  the  bowds 
look  place.  Two  days  afterwards  I  was 
requested  to  visit  him;  there  was  then, 
in  the  upper  and  inner  part  of  the  right 
thigh,  a  iar|;e  fluctuating  swelling,  the 
inteirnnient  covering  it  being  inflameil, 
and  havin*^'^  a  slouglii  the  aiSie  of  a  crown- 
piece,  occupN  ing  the  centre.  On  divtd- 
ing  the  slough,  about  bajf  a  pint  of 
(1  uk-cfdoured  matter,  ha>ing  a  fa?tid 
odour,  escaped.  The  man  being  then 
quite  free  from  pain  or  tenderness  m  Ae 
abdouien,  and  without  any  particular 
disttubance  of  hodilv  health,  was  merely 
desired  to  remain  lu  bed,  and  to  have 

Soulttces  a^iplied  to  the  wound.  The 
iscbar>;-<  offd'tid  purifonu  matter  con. 
tinned  (luring  thru  or  (our  davs,  until 
the  separation  of  the  slough,  w  hen  a  to- 
lerably healthy  looking  surface  was 
exposed.  A  quantity  of  fu  eal  matter 
now  passed  through  the  wound,  making 
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it  necessary  to  cban^  the  poiiltieea 
rather  frequeutly ;  stools,  however,  were 
freely  voided  I'ly  the  natural  passage. 
He  was  directed  to  retain  the  recumb^t 
posture,  to  keep  the  bowds  open  with 
castor  oil,  nii<l  to  restrict  himaelf  to  the 
rtf  n  farinHCCOiis  dirt.    At  llie 

expiration  ul  a  tii  nith  the  wound  was 
nearly  filled  up  ]>\  ^granulations,  and 
Che  quantity  of  fsce.s  escaping  through 
it  rfin^iderably  diminished.  A  compress 
ot  lim  wa^  now  lii»^htly  confined  over  the 
opening  by  adhcjiive  strapping;  but  this 
requir^  to  be  removed  seirenu  times  in 
ihf  il  iy,  to  j>crnnl  the  discharq^e  of  fjpcal 
matter.  The  ])resi>ure  was  gradually 
inereased,  and  the  wound  lessened  iu 
size,  until  in  about  three  months  a  mere 
pin-hole  aperture  remained,  through 
which  a  sh«rht  quantity  of  forces  was 
OCCaiiionally  dischar|^ed  ;  buL  m  two  or 
three  weeks  this  closed,  and  a  sound 
catrix  remained. 

This  was  donhtless  a  rn«e  nf  nr^Hf^cted 
Strangulated  hernia,  iuiiuwed  b)'  uiurti- 
fication  of  the  intestine,  and  effusion  of 
its  contents  into  the  sac,  givinif  ri^e  to 
inflamnirttion  and  slou«^hin{^  of  the  in- 
tegunicutji.  The  occurrence  of  the  her- 
nia on  the  right  side,  and  the  natiue  of 
the  discharge  from  the  artificial  opening, 
rend  IT  it  probable  that  the  ceecum,  or 
the  first  portion  of  the  colon,  formed  a 
part  of  the  contents  of  the  hernial  sae. 
As  free  pas.<{age  of  the  fsBces  by  the  rec- 
tum \v;(s  e>taljlished  directly  aflcr  the 
cessation  of  the  syuiptoms  uf'^  strangula- 
tion, and  continueo  through  the  entire 
period  of  recoverT,  it  is  probable  that  a 
portion  only  of  tin'  rirrumferfure  of  the 
gut  was  included  wiUiiu  tlie  stricture, 
or  that  apovtfon  of  Ae  noitilieatton  was 
confined  within  a  veiy  CMfCumscribed 
limit,  so  tbnt  thp  intestine,  on  the  sepa- 
ration of  tiie  blough,  and  conseouent  di- 
minution of  its  bulk,  reeeded  within  the 
•hdomen,  learing  ue  aperture  at  the 
mouth  of  the  sae,  Tn  either  ea«e  no 
material  interruptiou  of  the  continuity  of 
the  canal  would  he  occailotted ;  and  die 
artificial  anns  would  readily  admit  of 
cure  by  natural  processes. 

In  cases  of  artificial  anus,  it  not  unu- 
sually hapnens,  that  after  the  natural 
course  of  ue  feoea  through  the  intes- 
tines  has  been  restorrrl,  \hc  external 
opening  closes,  with  tiie  exception  of  a 
aught  fistulous  aperture,  which  occa- 
sionally  permits  trie  escane  of  a  liflle 
fflpeal  matter,  and  resists  ail  attempts  to 

203.— XII. 


heal  it.  Varioua  means  hare  been  re. 
sorted  to  for  closing  the  opening  in  these 
ense<,  mi'  h  as  pariiij^  off  t  lie  edges  of  the 
wuuud,  touching  tht;m  with  lunar  cans. 
tic,5cc.  Steady  employmmt  of  the  g:ra- 
duated  compress,  and  the  spies  bandage, 
tof^'f  fhpr  TMtli  ]>reventitig'  any  obstruc- 
tion in  the  intestinal  canal,  by  keeping 
up  regular  alvine  evacuations,  and  con- 
fining the  patient  to  light  and  easily 
digested  fnni\^  seem  tn  offer  the  most 
probable  means  of  obtaining  a  cure. 


CROTON  OIL  AS  A  COUNTER. 
IRRlTAfiT. 


TV  tk€  Editor  &f  the  MtHeal  CfmHe* 
Sir, 

I  HAVE,  for  a  considerahle  length  of 
time,  been  iu  the  habit  of  usin^^  eroton 
oil,  iu  its  coneetitraled  state,  by  means 
of  firiction,  to  the  chest,  in  phthisical 
r  i  es ;  and  have  found,  in  many  in- 
iitauees,  the  greatest  possible  advantage 
from  iu  application. 

I  generally  diieet  it  to  be  robbed  on 
the  sternum,  or  on  the  part  indicated  by 
pain  or  uneasiness;  and,  by  re]Tcated 
applications,  keep  a  fresh  crop  of  vesi- 
cular  eruption  continually  rising:  two 
or  three  drops,  night  and  morning,  will 
mostly  be  f(>und  sufficient  for  this  pur- 
pose. It  is  necessary  to  caution  the 
person  applying  the  oil,  not  to  kolc  at 
It  during  the  time  it  is  rubbed,  in  order 
to  prevent  a  v<*rv  trt>tiblesome  swelling 
of  the  palpebru^  tuiluvv  ing  its  use. 

If  ^ott  think  this  hint  worth  commu- 
nicating in  the  Gazette,  it  is  reiy  much 
at  your  serrice. 

1  am,  sir, 
Your  very  obe^ent  serranC, 

R.  HoBsoN,  ILD.  Cantab. 


ANSWERS  TO  THE  QUESTIONS 
OF  PHILALETHES, 

aSSVKCTINO  DB.  W.  PBILIP*S  OFIHIONS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

July  8,  18a». 

S», 

In  the  last  number  of  the  Medical  Ga- 
Bctte,  Philalethea  supposes  that  be  has 
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priinted  out  an  inconsistency  in  Dr. 
Philiji's  Inquiry  into  thf  L-ur^  of  the 
Vilal  1  uDctioiis,  and  put^  twu  Questions 
tobim.  He  isnotawaretbattbepwirer 
of  volitbli  remains  aAer  the  brain  and 
cerebellum  are  nniiovrd,  if  (he  medulla 
ohloutrata  be  lei't  undisturbed ;  and  that 
I)r.  Poilip,  so  far  from  nguivag  the 
ei|e['hth  pair  of  lu-rvos  as  the  only  eban- 

nel  through  u  Iticb  nt^rv  on-;  hif^nr  itr-f-  is 
con%'eyed  to  the  iuuys,  has  shewn,  hy 
eereral  e:irperimcnts,  that  the  effect  on  the 
luDgs  of  uestrajinff  a  certain  portion  of 

the  spinal  nuimnv,  is  tin-  snnr  r^s  tli;it 
of  dividiiigf  the  eig^hth  pair  ot  nerves. 
The  inducucc  which  passes  by  both 
channeb,  as  ftr  as  the  brain  and  cere- 
bt  lldin  rire  eoiieerned,  is  conveyed 
through  the  ntcdulia  oblong-ata ;  and, 
consequently,  when  thispartisdestroyed, 
both  are  obstructed* 

TJiis  w  riter  also  forgets  that,  in  the 
cvpcriineiiLs  he  refers  to,  the  eiifh?!! 
pair  of  nerves  forms  communicaliunj» 
-with  Tarions  nerrea  above  the  part  at 
whifh  it  was  divided. 

lam,  sir, 
Your  obedient  sen  ant, 

Criticvs, 


ON  THR  NBCESSmr 

PARLIAMENTARY  INQUIRY  INTO 
THE  HIESENT  STATE  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  GazeUe. 
Sir, 

That  a  mnvemrnt  now  exivts  for  effort- 
ing  a  change  in  our  medical  institutions, 
is  obvious  to  every  one ;  and  I  trust  diat 
an  impartial  and  honour^le  inquiry 
Bsay  he  er4'  ?<>nqf  in<?tituto(I,  and  that  the 
general  discontent  may  )»«•  (hereby  ter- 
aiinated.  We  have  an  oUl  nrorerb— a 
disease  known  is  balfeofea.'*.  Compa- 
rison alone  is  the  log'i<  ;(1  ttv  t}io<l  of  dis- 
ting-uisbing^  rig'ht  from  wrong-.  As  fol- 
lowers  of  a  j^rofession  whose nnequirocal 
utility  IS  universally  admitted,  we  ou^t 
\()  finplov  our  ntmost  and  never-tiring' 
endeavourn  to  pliiee  ilH  foundations  on 
real  science  and  practical  knowledge. 
The  saered  name  of  scienoe  sbouM  not 
hr  prostitnted  to  lower  ssmI  mereeaarf 
pmposes. 


The  questions  at  issue  among  us  are 
these: — Are  the  medical  institutions  of 
these  kingdoms  sound,  rationai,  and 
adapted  to  the  prssent  eoadition  of* 
country  which  nobly  stands  in  the  front 
rank  of  the  fsr«'-\\  moral  contest  which  is 
now  figbiiuj|f  lor  the  rights  of  civilisa- 
tion and  onmanity  throughout  the 
world?  Can  iIk-  most  bigotied  conser- 
vati?*t  of  error  ami  ihuse  deny  the  exist- 
ence of  anomalies  in  our  lui^tiluliuns, 
which  retard  the  free,  equal,  and  advaa. 
taifeous  eawnose  of  our  profession  bjr 
the  respective  subjects  of  <»nr  most  j^ra- 
cious  monarch  ?  Do  the  C'ulk  t^<  s  of 
Physicians  and  Surtj^oiis  of  London, 
Edinburgh,  and  Dublin,  the  Fa(  ulty  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Glasgow, 
and  the  Conipanie*?  of  Apothecaries  of 
Lo  idon  and  Dublin,  possess  the  power 
of  procuring  for  the  persons  admitted  to 
their  rcs|)ecttve  degrees,  diplomas,  li- 
censes,  and  )-i  rtificates,  an  equal  quao. 
turn  of  honuuiuble  esteem  ?  Are  the 
members  of  the  aristocracy  and  oom- 
monalty  of  England,  Iielaira,  and  Scot- 
l?in(],  liable  to  diseases  and  casuahicHof 
such  esseoliai  difiercncc  io  their  uatutt, 
as  to  require  a  maximum  of  mediou 
skill  in  one  locality,  and  a  minimum  itt 
another?  The  \oiee  of  truth  replies  in 
the  negative  to  each  of  these  inquiries. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Editor,  submit  to 
your  impartiality  another  important 
question.  Is  not  tJie  literary,  scientific, 
and  protessioiial  educatiuii  of  the  doe- 
tors  of  medicine  and  surgery  in  Ger- 
many  and  France,  especially  those  who 
have  g^raduatcd  at  Berlin,  G(»etlin«-en, 
Letpzif»",  Heidell>erir,  and  Paris,  secured 
by  a  system  of  education  iiumea&ureabiy 
aunenorto  diat  whieh  is  generally  pro- 
vaJent  in  this  country  ?  The  '*  officiers 
de  sante"  of  France,  or  the  practitioners 
of  "  baasa  chirui^ia'-  in  Italy,  a  class 
of  half-educated  men,  resembling  the 
Potions  and  Crabs  of  our  humorous  bro- 
ther Tobias  STuoll.  n,  we  wotrld  wish  to 
eonaigu  to  oblivion,  since  ihcy  tend  to 
vitiale  the  general  exeelleaco  of  the  ki- 
stitntions  of  those  oavntries.  To  n^ 
ln<!(  query,  every  liberal  man  Ij"  has 
had  opportunities  of  personal  ub&erva- 
tioo,  must  reply  in  the  affirmative.  Fer> 
haps  you  may  naintain,  that  with  all 
th(  ii  jilenditf  opportnnif arid  inde- 
fati^'^abic  ardour  in  pathological  re. 
search,  the  average  ratio  of  mortality  in 
medical  fmetiee  is  much  higher  on  the 
continent  than  in  this  country.  Be  it 
so :  an  easy  solution  is  at  hand.  The 
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rtrong  B^se  and  sound  judg'ineaCiHiicb 
dlalili|niiBi>cs  our  coinitiTmeii  in  gtnA- 

ral,  jin  vfTits  flu  ir  Tiiedical  brethren  from 
fiicountiTiiij;^  shipwreck  amidst  tlie 
mazes  aud  quicksands  of  ultra-specula- 
tiTC  theory.  The  iMnoinanias  of  Bi  otti. 
iiais  and  HahiieinnTm  will  take  no  deep 
root  on  BritL^ih  soil,  whibt  we  can  ap- 
preciate tiie  value  of  saiig^ues  a  Tepi- 
nstre,**  and  die  danger  of  bcin^  nltnu 
Hamilt<inianSf  on  the  one  band,  in  very 
many  cases  of  disease,  without  runnings 
into  the  opposite  ejftreme  of  allow tu^ 
onr  patients  to  make  their  exit  tlmnign 
the  passive  ordeal  of  a  potion  g'onu 
roeus^,''  r>r  ;i  "  l:n  t-ment  f  iiiolli*'nt." 
We  never  boast  ul  our  rank  a$  an  inven- 
tift  nation,  though  we  poweas  the  wv 
knowlediped  power  of  separating*  the 
wheat  from  the  chaff,  and  profilinc;-  by 
Ae  experiments  and  discoveries  of 
otfaen.  Tbongh  our  oonntrr  was  not 
tile  birth-place  of  Otoja  or  (talileo,  we 
may  fairly  priile  fnir^dves  in  unr  im- 
provements in  nautical  aud  astronomi- 
cal science,  under  the  accomplished  and 
experienced  bands  of  n  Pnrry  and  * 
Herscbel.  A  few  years  since  our  youth 
were  obliged  to  repair  to  Edinhur«r|i  for 
competent  clinical  eduaitiuu,  no  equal 
degree  of  information  l)cing  to  be  had  «t 
any  of  our  other  medical  seliools;  this, 
though  the  best  at  the  time,  w  as  acknow- 
ledged lu  require  such  amcuduient,  w  hen 
compared  with  the  clinics  and  polycli- 
nics, l>(>th  medical  ajid  surgical,  of  Ger- 
many, as  to  call  from  the  pens  of  those 
able  and  accouiplishedpractilionerK,  Dr. 
John  Thomson  nnd  Dr.  James  Clark, 
fecommendatory  admonitions  ibr  the 
consideration  of  tho  Northern  Royal 
Commission.  Whetiitr  their  jodicious 
advice  has  been  acted  on,  I  know  not. 
The  following  arc  the  chief  anomaliea 
of  which  the  profession  at  lar^  have 
most  reason  to  complain : — The  imposi- 
tion of  reliffioos  tests  at  the  Eaglnh 
Unifenities ;  the  neglect  (till  of  late)  of 
enforcing  adequate  claAsical  attainment 
at  iMiutburgb;  the  exclusion  of  the 
membenfaip  of  the  DaUm  College  cf 
Surgeons  to  all  save  their  own  appren- 
tices; the  Faculty  of  Ph\s!rlH!?s  and 
burgeons  at  Glasgow  e6iablii»liing  a 
compldte  monopoly  of  their  own  popu- 
lous  district;  the  Iiondon  and  IniUin 
Companies  of  Apothecarit'v  rich  requir- 
ing adiflerent  extent  of  qunliiicaiion  for 
their  licenses ;  and,  to  crown  all,  the  in- 
aUgflnlitf  of  any  graduated  physician 
to  take  cars  of  the  fires  of  his  If^jiea^s 


iiibiecta  in  a  mtltispotti  containing  a 
miUion  and  a  half  souls,  though  he 

ermitted  to  employ  hi^  irfriornnce  to  the 
iiiadvantage  of  the  worthy  inhabitants 
of  Manchester,  Biimingfaam,  Liver]>odl, 
Btistol,  and  other  lar^  tOMms,  wboae 
population  places  thvm  nptui  a  par,  in  a 

1)olitico-economical  point  of  view,  with 
lalf  the  capitul.s  of  continental  Europe. 

The  time  fcr  the  removal  of  these 
anomalies  must  soon  be  at  hand.  The 
power*  of  the  pnhlic  mind  are  now  de- 
veloped heyouti  ail  iormer  precedent. 
Hid  tlie  dread  and  apprehension  of  inno- 
vation will  soon  degenerate  Into  a  mere 
"  linifinn  fulmen."  Should  the  worthy 
lawyers  of  the  a'^'-c  of  Gromwell  return 
to  earth,  and  nrodaim  upon  ^eir  wriH 
that  the  end  ot  the  world  was  at  hand| 
or  another  honest  Sir  Robert  Filmer 
send  forth  from  the  press  the  AnarchT 
of  a  limited  and  mixed  Bfonareby/' 
their  appeals  to  the  belief  and  confi* 
dence  of  mankind  would  pass  unheeded; 
the  falsehood  ol  their  conclusions  being 
recognized  by  the  tangible  existence  of 
opposite  and  practical  prooie.  The  pro- 
g-ress  of  soiiTtti  raid  rational  medical  re- 
tonu,  as  our  Irieud  Blackwood  would 
call  it,  will  be  cleared  of  every  obstacle 
by  the  lever  of  a  thorough  parliamen- 
tary iin  estiicatiou.  Our  Icf^isiative  as- 
scmhlies,  in  iuture,  will  not  jiermit  the 
despotic  agents  of  Frederick  William, 
the  constitutional  advisers  of  Louia 
Philippe,  «ir  the  re])ublican  government 
of  North  America ,  to  secure  f  or  i'russia, 
France,  or  the  United  States,  the  ad- 
vantages of  more  scientific,  liberal,  and 
praetie:il  medical  institutions  than  the 

S'eat  and  glorious  country  of  Great 
ritaiu  can  yet  (>oast  of. 
The  important  change  which  I  advo- 
cate w  ill  probdblj  be  accelerated  by  the 
present  fiTsciiRsions  on  the  Ajiotliccaries' 
Amendment  Bill.  To  the  Anolhecaries' 
Company  much  praise  it  due  for  im- 
proving the  geiietat  stand  of  medical 
k!^f)^vl^!!fe  ;  tfii'^  m»)st  be  admitted  even 
by  those  who  tiank  with  you  (Med. 
Gas.  June  29th  ult)  that  they  ought 
not  to  bave  been  made  tiie  depositaries 
of  so  mitf  h  power  as  that  of  dictating 
the  standard  of  medical  acquirements  to 
the  profession  allarge,  andof  contralUniP 
and  putting  down  quackery  and  illegal 
]<r:i<  tice.  This  power  should  ha\e  been 
delegated  to,  and  exercisM'd  by,  the 
higher  medicid  authority  of  the  Cuileges 
of  Phjsieiana  and  Sur^eonSb 
In  an  outKne  of  an  improved  system 
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of  medical  education,  the  chief  destde-  mcnt  of  tbebigfbest  nation  nl  importance 

rata  would  be,  mi^ht  be  suffgcsled  in  the  institurii  u  of 

1st.  Tlie   universality  of  adequate  a  College  of  Fbarujacy,  in  conjunciion 

dasncal  and  scientific  attainments,  pre-  with  each  of  the  established  medical 

liminarv  to  a  coiirx'  of  medical  study.  faculties.    Such  encouragement  to  che- 

-  2dlv    l'i)ilonuity  of  medical  nrfura-  mical  talent  v^oiild  soon  uiriiish  us  with 

tion in  Eiii,rlim(l,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  Rohifjuets,  i'el letter??,   C'aventons,  and 

3dly.  The  non-division  of  the  study  V  auquelins,  and  we  should  conijiete  w  ith 

of  the  three  branchea  of  the  profession,  our  neighbours  in  the  discovery  of  new 

and  the  y)roper  or  optional  diriaion  of  active  ])rinci])Ies  in  the  materia  medica, 

their  practice.  thonj^h  they  forestalled  us  in  quinine, 

These  Icadin^f  objects  may  he  thus  at-  stryehnine,  and  a  whole  host  of  others, 

tainable Let  the  whole  of  our  medi.  Let  the  Colleijpea  of  Phannacy  be  re- 

cal  corporations  be  condensed  into  three  quired  to  examine  all  those  who  profesa 

Universities  or  Faculties  of  Medicine,  to  dispense   medieine,    ulM  fher  ]irac- 

at  London,  Edinburgh,  and  Dublin;  titioners  or  druggists,  uud  tu  institute 

each  possemed  of  equal  powers  in  eon«  penal  enactments  against  every  indivi. 

ferring  degreea  upon  all  who  are  ^uali-  dual  who  ventures  to  practise  phannacj 

fied,  and  likewise  of  ample  anflTority  of  withoutthe  (juallfieatioii  of  theirlicense. 
suppressing  quackery  and  controlling      The  above  views  and  opiuioqs  are 

uiuieensed  practitionefs  in  their  respec-  derived  fiwrn  refiection  and  a  fair  share 

tive  districts.    Let  two  years  subseouent  of  personal  observation;  and  whether 

to  the  routine  nf  t^TTir^ral  selio<d  euuca-  or  not  they  arc  con-i  l- i n!  n ppHcaMe  to 

tion  be  devoted  to  tlie  study  of  the  prin-  the  wants  of  our  common  countrv,in  the 

eiples  of  natural  and  moral  philosophy,  present  state  of  medico-political  agita- 

b^idea  making  further  progi-esa  in  the  lion,  I  leave  it  to  the  candourand  judg'. 

classics  htk!   ilir    niodeni  languages,  mimt  of  your  readers  to  decide. 
This  time  can  with  advantaifc  be  de-  Your  obedient  servant, 


ducted  from  the  years  of  apprenticeship 
which  may  be  limited  to  one,  for  tin 


» 


Wm.  England,  M.D. 


r-     .  ,              ,       ,-  '     ,-  .-  '^  Norwich,  July  4,  1833. 
acfpiirnij^-  a  due  knowit  dge 

of  pliariTKu  r  imeal  manipulation  and  the  " 

general  principles  of  the  science.    This  c-mit  ay  i^di^ha  av  AKoivvrr 

icnnial  nenhd  of  preliminaiy  study  SMILAX  ASPERA  AN  ANCIENT 

ould  enable  the  student  to  pass  such  an  REMEDY, 

examination  as  to  entitle  liim  to  the  de-  ____ 

free  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  or  .Sciences, 

he  possesuon  of  this  degree  ifaould  be  To  tk$  Sditor  of  iht  MtditiU  Gmseiie. 
a  sine  gn&  non  previous  to  beinff  entered 

as  a  student  of  medicine.    Let  four  ^'^» 

years  be  spent,  at  one  more  of  the  three  Of  the  numerous  valuable  uses  of  your 

univerrities,in  the  study  of  every  bmndi  publication,  not  the  least  ia  the  oppor. 

of  medical  science ;  each  year  to  consist  tunity  it  affords  of  drawing  the  attcii- 

of  a  winter  and  summer  session  of  five  tioTi  of  medical  men  to  the  virtues  of 

months  each.   Let  regular  annual  exa-  medicmes  not  in  common  use,  but  whose 

minatioDs  take  place,  to  ascertain  the  efficiency  in  the  cure  of  diseases  is  well 

relative  annual  fov^jfess  of  each  pupil,  worthy  of  their  regard. 

At  the  end  of  four  years,  let  the  candi*  In  your  thirty-seventh  number  I  per- 

date  be  examined  in  anatomy  on  the  ceive  an  account  of  the  smilax  as]»era, 

dead  body,  or  anatomical  preparationa;  which  aunears  to  be  equally,  if  not  more 

in  cberoiatry  and  pharmacy  in  the  labo-  tervioeaDle,  than  Uie  costly  sarsaparilla ; 

ratory;  in  stirgery,  in  pr;tetie:i)  opera-  and,  in  corroboration  of  tlie  statement  of 

tiuDs;  in  medicine  and  midw  iiery,  in  its  merits,  I  have  to  observe  that  it  has 

Ike  clinical  wards  of  an  hospital.   After  obtained  a  place  in  the  materia  medica 

diia  ordeal,  let  the  candidate  be  at  liberty  of  Dioacorides,  and  perhaps  it  was,  from 

to  take  the  degree  of  Doctor  Medicina»  his  recommendation  chiefly,  introduced 

or  Doctor  (Jhirurgio:,  or  both,  according  iuto  European  practice  in  1635,  at  which 

to  his  individual  option.   Let  this  eza-  time  the  atudy  of  classical  medicine  ex* 

mination  be  final,  and  the  deirn  e  be  tensivcly  prevailed, 

equivalent  to  an  "  ad  f nTul< m"   if  fli.  A  rcfleetion  of  a  late  very  eminent 

other  Universities.   Anotljer  improve-  scholar  (Dr.  Parr)  has  given  rii»c  to  a 
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series  of  puMicitions,  whicli.  In  all 
probability,  will  cliHusc  a  classical  taste 
tbrougfbout  the  country,  and  which  nlti- 
mately  may  produce  the  greatest  bene- 
fits to  the  conimunitv  at  lai^e;  and  I 
.should  be  g^lad  to  hint,  throiig^h  your 
publication,  that  a  similar  scries  o^  the 
medical  works  of  the  ancients  ivould 
prove  of  the  highest  utility  to  meilit  al 
science; — I  mean  a  translation, as  literal 
as  possible,  with  an  appendix  uf  notes 
ami  indexes,  of  the  Greek,  Roman,  and 
Arabian  physicians. 

I  am,  sir, 
Your  obedieut  servant, 

J.  Cove,  M.D. 

CoftntiTf  Jon*  U,  IBBSL 
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**  L'Auteur  se  (ue  k  allooger  ce  que  le  lectear  ae 
tile  k  •te4gtr.*''-0*AuiiiuaT« 

OhenmiUMU  on  the  Te§Heles.  By 

J\Mi  <  Ru?:«frLi.,  F.R.C.S.  late  Re- 
Ifius  i*rt>i'essor  of  Clinical  Siirg^ery  in 
the  UniTersity  of  Edinburgh,  ^-c.  See. 

This  little  book  i!»  lull  of  excellent  mat- 
ter, and  ts  a  model  of  condseneitfl.  The 
author  g-ives  in  it  the  substance  of  the 
It  f  tiires  which  he  delivor»Ml  f>n  the  Tes- 
ticle many  ^earsag-o,  matured  of  course, 
and  much  improved,  by  subsequent  ex- 
perience  and  study,  tie  dues  not  fill 
the  book  with  cases,  which,  indeed,  he 
seems  rather  systematically  to  avoid  ; 
hut  prefei^  in  g-eucral  a  single  case,  well 
chosen,  which  he  deems  ^  often  suffi- 
cient to  c^taMish  an  iTii|tnrtant  point  in 
the  most  satistactory  ujaimer." 

Concerning'  the  number  of  testicles 
the  author  mentions  some  curious  facts. 
A  few  cases  of  monurchides  iiro  fnimd 
in  the  records  of  medicine;  but  they 
i»eem  to  be  equivocal,  as  they  are  gene- 
rally no  more  than  a  coalescence  of  the 
two  testicles,  and  the  single  body  thus 
formed  is  attended  l»y  two  spermatic 
cords,  running  cither  to  the  hume  ur  dif- 
ferent sides  of  tbe  abdomen.  With  re- 
ganl  to  supernumerary  t«  siirlps,  it  is 
Known  that  neither  Morgtigni,  Haller, 
uor  Meckel,  ever  di^overed  a  third  tes- 
ticle in  their  dissections  of  it>puted  trior- 
chi<les,  and  that  they  accordingly  doubt- 
ed the  existence  of  such  n  ronnltion. 

Cut  iheir  sceptici««ni  dues  not  seem 
to  mc  to  be  well  founded,  since  there  is 


nothing  in  the  structure  of  tlie  testicles, 
or  in  their  connexion  with  other  organs, 
to  render  their  multiplicity  incompatible 
with  the  arrangemenl  of  the  animal  eco- 

nomy  :  and  no  person,  however  well  in- 
formed, is  entitled  to  discredit  the  possi- 
bility of  an  unusual  appearance,  merely 
because  it  has  not  fallen  within  tlic  sphere 
of  his  own  observation.  Leal  Lealis,  an 
author  of  hi^h  rcispectability,  discovered 
a  third  testicle  in  the  body  of  a  man 
whom  he  dissected.  Th*s  discovery  sets 
the  question  at  rrst.  1  v  estal)Hshing  the 
exisf<  ni  eof  a  genuine  triurchis  ;  and  the 
ceruiiutv  of  the  fact  bcinp^  oucc  establish- 
ed, renders  the  accuracy  of  the  cases  re- 
ported  by  different  authors  rauelj  more 
probable.  A  proinim^nt  and  wrll  mark- 
ed case  of  this  kind  is  reported  by  Mr. 
Blumener,  of  a  person  with  three  tes- 
ticles in  the  sc  rot  inn,  two  in  the  left  side, 
one  lower,  tlie  other  hi^*her,  nearer  to  the 
a|)erture  of  the  inguinal  caual,  provided 
With  its  fuU  ffrown  epididymis  and 
spermatic  chord,a3ld  \i hieh  could  nut  be 
mistaken  for  any  preti  niatiir;'!  sLfrowth, 
as  it  had  the  shape,  hnnuc^s,  and  sensa- 
tion of  the  other  testicle.  The  sensation 
communicated  by  pressin|f  a  testicle  is 
peculiar  and  characteristic." 

Some  apocryphal  cases  are  on  record 
of  persons  havuig  four,  five,  and  even 
six  testielts.  Ill  the  latter  case  four 
were  said  to  he  of  the  natural  size,  and 
the  other  two  much  smaller.  The  sto- 
ries which  are  current  abont  the  exces- 
sive propensities  of  persons  so  formed 
need  scarcely  be  alltided  to.  Th»^  f-ase 
of  the  Landg'ravc  of  Hesse,  who  tigures 
in  Luther's  life  bv  Bayle,  is  pretty  ge- 
nerally known.  ^Ir.  Kussell  mentions 
that  a  dog*,  remarkaliK-  for  his  salacity, 
had  two  testieh  s  iu  the  scrutuiuaud  one 
in  the  abdomen. 

In  bis  remarks  on  the  descent  and 
development  of  the  testicles,  the  author 
well  describes  the  pecuH  ir'tics  atteudinsf 
the  period  of  puberty,  uuti  points  out  the 
injurious  eouscquenoes  of  too  early  and 
excessive  indulgence  of  the  venereal  ap* 

petite. 

"  M.  Voluey,  in  his  Travels  through 
Asia  Minor,  mentions  that  the  }H>ople  of 
rank  in  that  country,  who  can  atlord  the 
expense  of  keepitig-  seraglio->,  are,  in 
l^eueral,  impotent  at  the  early  age  of 
thirty.  Matters  are  not  so  bail  in  tbi» 
country,  though  it  is  a  well  kuowii 
faet,  tliat  'i  <»on;,'"  m«»n  of  fashion,  who  in- 
dulge their  amorous  propensities  to  ex- 
cess at  an  early  age,  lose  Uie  power  «f 
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procreating"  sooner  than  the  more  ccmti-  the  course  of  the  compiaiut    Their  pro- 

m-nl, and  arc  familiarly  distinufuishcd  bv  gress  is  gradual  and  re^alar,  and  Uiejr 

the  quaint  appellation  of  God's  Gelo*  may  often  be  tnieei]  back  Mr  iftaoi  ar 

in«i^f.    T  never  have  been  able  to  dis-  twenty  yrir^.    They  do  not  oreaston 

cover  aiiv  exterior  marks  of  diserimina-  any  in<'()U\ enieijce,exee|)tiiig'what«riae» 

lion,  to  distinguish  these  froui  other  fruui  iLeir  bulk  atui  weight.    They  are 

men:  butOie  ladies,  who  are  more  dis-  not  only  free  from  pam,  but  endued 

cerning;  in  such  matters,  predicted,  in  a  villi  very  low  powers  of  sensibility, 

district  of  country  with  wiiich  I  am  ac-  since  neither  the  application  of  caustic, 

quaintcd,  uf  bix  gentlemen  in  the  prime  nur  the  introduction  of  setous,  excite  any 

of  life,  that  tbey  never  would  oeoret  trouUeaomedegreeofinrilatioii.  Afiriewl 

cbUdren.   Tbe  erent  verilied  tbe  medic-  of  miue,  who  practised  some  time  in  tbe 

tion,  as  all  the  siv  were  married,  riTid  West  Indies,  informed  me  that  tbe  rats 

every  marriage  proved  barren.    The  de-  sometimes  fed  upon  these  enormous 

feet  rarely  goes  fartber  in  tbis  eooatiy  tumors,  wbile  tbe  fMtient  lay  in  a  most 

tbau  to  prevent  individuals  from  pro-  helpless  condition,  and  was  unable  to 

creatintc  heirs  to  their  estates.    I  have  defend  himself  from  their  attacks.  The 

kno%vn  very  few  instances  of  more  cala-  tumors  buie  bciug^  handled  with  consi- 

mitous  consequences.    In  one  distress-  derable  roughness,  witbout  ihe  patient 

in*):  case,  of  a  young  geutlemau  of  rank  suHeiiagf  from  tbia  mde  ttvaiment,  ex* 

and  fortinie.  tlie  effect  of  premature  and  ceptinrr  when  the  pressure  was  innffe  on 

c\eessi\  (Mndulc'encies  weakened  him  the  part  of  the  surface  correspond  in i*-  to 

iiuieh,  that  he  l()st  all  enjoyment  of  life,  the  situation  of  the  testicle;  then,  in- 

sunk  under  a  degree  of  desjjondencv  deed,  the  patient  complained  of  pain,  as 

whieh  did  not  admit  of  consolation,  and,  the  testicle  still  retained  its  nafural  ^en- 

thou«^h  I  encouraged  him  to  marry,  in  sihility,  or  even  possessed  it  in  :m  un- 

full  contidcuce  of  his  recovering  his  usual  degree.    Toe  growtii  of  such  im- 

bealtb  b;^  prudent  management  of  bis  mense  sweUtngs  does  not  aSeet  tbe  con- 

COUStilulion,  he  would  not  listentomy  stitution,  nor  produce  any  symptom  of 

r.vhortati»)ns,  and  drowned  himself  in  a  dt  l«ili(y.    It  does  not,  in  all  cases,  even 

lit  of  despair.    I'rom  tbe  general  tenor  impair  the  function  of  generation,  aa 

of  tbe  above  statements,  and  particularly  BeJpecb  pardealarly  mentiotts  tbat  n«i- 

from  tbe  melancboly  catastrophe  of  the  ther  the  penis  nor  testicles  bad  lost  my 

la<t  eas**,  every  orie  ef»neen»ed  in  the  tbingof  their  natural  facultie««.  .  .  . 
education  of  youth  must  perceive  tbe         Tbis  very  singular  disease  of  the 

importance  of  preventing'  tbe  minds  of  ierotum  beloii^^h  to  tbe  waimer  dimalat 

youn<i^  men  from  being  corrupted  byim-  of  the  globe,  tbe  East  and  West  Indies, 

pure  .'ul<Ir(  <«  s  to  their  imaginations  dur-  and  the  correspoTul'^il  latitudes  of  Africfi 

uig  the  early  yean*  of  their  li^ps."  It  is  endemic,  and  >  cry  prevalent  amoug 

home  most  judicious  obsonrations  are  the  Bam  bars  nation,  on  the  coast  of 

added  respecting  the  treatment  of  per-  Guinea,  among^  wbom  the  misfortune  of 

«oii^  niorl)idly  irritable.  ha\  in a  monstrous  testicle  is  regarded 

Of  liic  diseases  of  the  scrotum  we  have  as  a  mark  of  nobility.  \^Tien  the  patient 

here  also  an  excellent  summary.    We  goes  out  to  ride,  the  te»ticl«j  is  supported 

shall  extract  what  tbe  author  says  of  on  a  bowl  placed  on  the  pummel  of  tbe 

ttuhors: —  saddle;  and  ulien  of  the  larj^est  size, 

**  The  most  singular  disease  of  the  supported  on  a  sheet  passed  over  the 

serotum  is  the  growth  of  a  tumor  of  shoulders,  and  dragged  along  the  ground 

enormous  size.   In  a  memorable  ease  of  when  be  attempts  to  walk.  Ilraowof 

the  kind,  Ger.  Enhr.  1602,  the  tumor  oijy  two  well-authenticated  cases  of  this 

att  iiTii  d  the  %veii»l)t  of  more  than  200  disease  having  oriHnated  in  Europe, 

pounds,  a  wci'jht  ctmsidcrably  greater  Que  occurred  in  tne  practice  of  Mr. 

than  the  weight  of  a  welUgrown  mail  Listen,  surgeon  to  tbe  Royal  lnfirmary, 

of  ordinary  stature.    These  tumors,  in  Ediuburi^h  ;  and  the  other  in  that  of 

gencrnl.  lu  Ljin  insensibly  without  pain,  M.  I>flpech,  of  Montpelier.    There  is  a 

aud  are  not  perceived  till  tiiey  attract  third  case  by  Mr.  Hall,  of  Manchester, 

notice  by  an  obvious  swelling.   In  a  probably  or  tbe  same  kind,  though,  as 

few  cases  thejr  Are  tbe  consequences  of  the  symptoms  arc  not  decidedly  marked, 

«  blow,  or  their  eommenccmeiit  is  mark-  I  have  not  ineliided  it  in  the  number  of 

cd  by  a  slight  attack  of  pain,  which  is  well^uthcnticated  cases.    In  the  West 

trropoimry,  and  does  not  return  during  Indies,  tbe  disease  was  long  confined  to 
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the  Ularid  of  Barb«du«s.  Bui  of  late 
years  it  hus  spread  cxiensivelj  over 
naiir  of  tli«  •thtr  islaiida,  from  eauiet 
wholly  mikiiown,  and  15  now  a  diseaae 

of  very  frecjurnt  ornirronrf * 
With  reg-ard  u»  the  ircatmenl  by  ex- 
tinaiioB,  Mr.  Kiiraell  tbinks  that  '*  en 
taxing  a  (yenarai  aurvey  of  all  tlie  easca 

of  eTiornnMw  timiors  (»('  flie  scrotum 
which  have  becu  operated  on,  there  i» 
gicat  moomnfftmemt  to  undtrtake  the 
4qieratioii.*'  SiicceKs  is  g'eiierally  the 
result,  and  failure,  when  it  has  occurred, 
haK  been  usually  owing-  to  special  cir- 
•vmstances.  The  desire  of  f^riu^  the 
teaticka  IB  what  mostly  tends  to  reiMler 
the  operation  critical.  Mr.  Liston,  in 
attempting  to  operate  with  this  view, 
was  forced  to  abandon  it  in  consequence 
of  the  quantity  of  Uood  lost  on  the  flnt 
incisioji ;  lit-  IkkI  to  jtroeecd  will)  all  jk»s- 
sibie  dispateli  to  finish  the  operation, 
which  he  did  in  not  rery  mauv  seconds. 
Yet,  notwithalandiiig  Uiis  eeleritr,  the 
patient's  sCrangth  was  so  much  exhaust- 
p(]  hy  the  hiffnorrhacTP  that  he  fainti  H. 
and  did  not  revive  till  by  repeated  doses 
he  had,  at  short  ratemiia,  taken  a  pint 
of  strong  whiakey.  In  another  case, 
where  the  operation  was  jK»rforni( d  bv 
Mr.  Wilkes,  the  patient  died  on  the  ta- 
ble, after  ho  had  been  under  the  handa 
of  the  mgwm  for  nearly  eight  hours. 
Ther**  are  in  all  tliirfft  n  or  ffmrtcen 
case^  of  operation  on  record,  and  there 
is  no  tnatanee  of  a  recurrence  of  the  dia- 
ease  in  auodier  nart  of  the  body. 

Affections  of  tnp  timica  r.ii:rinalis  next 
come  under  review  ;  aihi  tin-  «jibjecl  is 
aunuoed  up  with  NIr.  Vau^han's  case, 
in  which  the  patient  dird  of  what  was 
supposed  i<»  be  iiiflanx  d  testicle.  The 
tunica  vntriualis  \va>  liiund  to  l»c  two- 
thirds  of  iiii  inch  ill  thickncs,  witii  the 
testicle  and  epididymis  1)  inir  in  the  va- 
iriiial  cavity,  nut  at  all  enlarged,  and 
hcaltln  in  rvcrv  respect, 

i'ltis  memorable  case  exposed  the 
imperlection  of  sur;;ery  with  re^fard  to 
the  diagnosis  of  intiamed  testicle,  with- 
out pointinjj  out  any  discriminating 
symptom  which  would  prevent  the  re- 
coRenoe  of  a  similar  mistake.  Fortu- 
nately, indeed,  our  imperfect  knowledge 
oil  this  puirrt  does  not  lead  to  improper 
treatment,  since,  iu  the  early  stage  of 
all  cases,  the  Indicttbna  of  cure  arc  the 
same  ;  and  even  in  the  latter  sta^  e,  when 
the  (Ms«'  b«T()mrs  eritieal,  it  is  safe  to 
make  a  deep  incision  iuto  the  substance 
of  the  swelling.** 


Hydrocele  i*;  very  compendiously 
Lrtated  by  our  uutiior.  hi  noticing 
the  diagnosis  of  thia  complaint  he 
says— 

"  A  hydrocele  may  be  mistaken  for  a 
disease  of  a  very  JiHcreut  nature,  or, 
oonrersely,  another  disease  mistaken  for 
a  hydrocele ;  or,  altbou<^b  the  case  be 
actually  a  hydroeelc,  it  iii;iv  1h>  M  fOTn- 
pauicd  with  singular  em  umstaaccs, 
which  are  not^  disclosed  at  the  time  of 
the  investigation.  Thus  a  hydrocele  re- 
tain i  use  its  transparency  may,  instead  of 
containing  a  iluid,  contain  a  collection 
of  hydatids.  This  case,  though  rare,  I 
have  known  to  occur,  to  the  great  em- 
barrassment of  the  iterator.  A  still 
more  rare  instance  of  a  case  of  transpa- 
rency not  being  an  abs(dute  criterion  of 
hydrocele,  is  mentioned  by  Ricbter,  in 
the  ea<;e  nf  a  pati'  iit  u  ho  had  a  rheuma- 
lie  swelling  of  the  testicles,  in  which 
the  aH'ected  testicle  was  transparent. 
The  affection  passed  from  the  one  testis 
cle  to  the  other,  an  alternation  charac- 
teristic of  rheumatic  roTiiplaints.  Besides 
hydatids,  1  have  kno%vn  an  adventittotu 
encysted  transparent  tumor  adhering  to 
the  epididjrmis,  and  filling  part  of  the 
tnnira  vaginalis  T?m-  ♦  vi^t- nceof  such 
a  tumor  is  not  know  a  prevjuusly  to  the 
(qieratum.'* 

The  ibrm  of  a  hydrocele  is  by  no 
means  invari;tJ»]<'  Although  tht  long 
axis  is  common vertical  in  the  erect 
Dositton  of  the  i)atient,  yet  Mr.  R.  has 
known  it  horizontal,  the  apices  project- 
ing anteriorly  and  posteriorly ;  and 
sometimes  it  acquires  an  bour-plass 
form.  As  to  the  bulk  which  a  hydro, 
cele  may  attain,  after  mentioning  the 
case  of  Gibbon,  from  whom  six  quarts 
of  riuid  were  drawn,  our  author  quotes 
Mursinna,  w  ho  gives  au  account  of  one, 
perhaps  the  largest  on  record  the  long 
axis  being  twenty -seven  inches,  the 
transverse  seventeen.  Of  the  two  prin- 
cipal methods  ol"  treating  hydrocele, 
namely,  by  injection  and  l>y  incision, 
our  author  gives  the  prelerence  to  the 
latter.  Th  it  we  mfiv  not  mis-state 
him  on  this  point,  we  give  his  wunis  : — 
The  cure  by  incision,  when  pmp*  rly 
conducted,  accomplishes  the  complete 
obliteration  of  the  vaginal  cavity,  \'  h 
renders  a  relapse  impossible.  A  geutie- 
man  who  had  the  cure  by  injection  ner- 
ibrmed  without  success,  submitted  after- 
wan!-^  to  tin-  eure  hy  ineision,  and  de- 
clared that  the  eure  by  injection  was 
the  more  painful  of  the  l»o.    1  have 
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paid  great  attciitiun  to  the  subject,  with 
the  xemhof  finding  my  conndeace  in 
the  certainty  and  ]»eniianence  uf  the 
cure  by  injection  frr;irliin11y  abate.  The 
confidence  of  the  Loudon  surg^ns,  too, 
80  ftr  as  I  caa  learn,  is  likewise  on  tiie 
decline ;  and  on  the  Continent,  ^e  cure 
by  incision  is,  I  understand,  gpeneralljr 
employed." 

The  two  remaining  dtvisioBS  of  llie 
volrnne  are  on  the  diseases  of  the  testi- 
cles, niul  \he  (liscasps  of  ihe  spermatic 
cord.  Tlic  first  ttccupies  a  space  pro- 
portioned to  its  importance,  ana  deserves 
the  perusal  of  every  surp^eon.  Man^  of 
tlic  observations  in  this  part  are  original, 
and  most  of  ibcni  curi(»iis  We  extract 
what  is  said  about  yuut  in  the  testicle. 

**  The  testicle  is  likewise  liable  to  be 
afTccted  by  gout  very  much  in  the  way 
it  is  affect'  d  f'v  rheumatism.  From  a 
characteristic  dift'ercnce,  howcTcr,  be- 
tween the  two  diseases,  die  origin  of  the 
attack  is  often  more  completely  conceal- 
ed, so  that  nothing  appears  to  excite 
suspicion  till  the  supervention  of  gout 
in  other  parts  of  the  body  relieves  the 
testicles,  and  developes  thtf  mysterious 
nature  of  the  case.  In  some  cases  of 
this  kind,  the  attack  iias  commenced 
with  a  sudden  swelling  of  the  testicle, 
uhicb  WHS  i-miarkable  for  its  extreme 
hardness  and  u  eif^ht.  These  symptoms 
beiu)^   by  some  snr<>;eons  regarded  as 

£athoguomoiuc  of  a  cuucerous  scirrbus, 
ave  led  to  the  unfortunate  pracatice  of 
removing  the  testicle  by  castration.  I 
have  seldom  in  the  course  of  my  own 
experience  had  occasion  to  witness  an 
attack  of  ^out  in  the  testicle,  but  the 
attacks  which  I  have  witnessed  were 
marked  with  thr  i!o]»enctrable  hardness, 
and  increase  vi  wcij^lit,  so  eharactemtic 
of  the  complaint.  A  gouty  aflfection  of 
the  testicle  is  rather  a  rare  occurrence, 
so  that  there  is  not  any  appropriate 
treatment  established  for  the  cure." 

Cancer  and  fungus  Inematodes  of  the 
testicle,  Mr.  R.  considers  as  the  only 
tw  o  discaics  of  that  nrj/  ari  In  v\  !iich  cas- 
trutiim  becomes  indi^peusibie,  or  even 
in  general  advisable. 

in  treating  of  the  diseases  of  the  sper- 
matic conl,  circoccle  is  handled  at  con- 
siderable length.  The  complication  of 
tliis  disorder  with  a  hernia  is  thus  no. 
ticed:—- 

"  The  entrance  of  the  cin-oeele  into 
tlip  inguinal  canal  produces  a  degree  of 
dilatation  which  facililatc;>  the  dcsccut 


vi  liie  omentum.  Accordingly,  tJiese 
two  complaints  have  been  conjoined 

with  e\iu  in  inconvenience  to  the  pa- 
tient, from  ilir  iiiipossihility  of  emplov- 
ing  the  palliative  practice  of  supporting 
the  hydrocele  by  a  trass,  without,  at  the 
same  time,  iiyuring'  the  circooele.  Thtn 
unfortunate  conjunctiftn  is  sometimes 
aggravated  by  the  additional  inconve- 
nienoe  of  the  hernia  and  circocele  be- 
coming united  by  adhesions.  In  this 
ease  the  omcntitm  cannot  he  returned 
uilhout  dragging  the  eircfjcele  along 
with  it;  on  which  account  the  case  does 
not  admit  of  palliation  or  of  cure,  ex- 
cepting bv  an  operation. 

In  j^eiierai,  however,  a  eireocple 
may  be  dihiinguLihcd  from  a  hernia  lij 
placing  the  patient  on  his  hack,  and 
emptymg  the  swelling  by  pressure  upon 
the  scrotum,  th^  ti  hy  ]»re-»;iii«jf  thefinifors 
firmly  upon  the  upper  pan  of  the  abUo- 
minaJ  ring,  and  desirin|(  him  to  rise.  If 
the  case  oe  a  hennia,  the  tumor  cannot 
reappe.ir  vo  l(>?i^r  a<  the  pressure  is  con- 
tinued on  the  abdouiuial  ring;  but  if  it. 
he  a  eifcocele,  the  swellinif  returns  with 
increased  size  upon  reassuming  the  erect 
postiire,  in  consequence  of  the  return  of 
L1o<h1  into  the  abmunen  being  prevented 
b^  the  pressure  upon  the  abdominal 
nng." 

We  w  III  not  pursue  our  analysis  far- 
ther, but  conclude  with  congratulating 
practitioners  on  the  accession  which  this 
valuable  little  yoltuie  aflfords  to  the  ge- 
neral stock  of  knowledge  <»n  an  impor- 
tant class  of  diseas»'>i  It  makes  an 
agreeable,  as  well  as  uncIuI,  coiupaniou 
to  Sir  Astlev  Cooper*s  splendid  work  on 
the  same  subject. 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

Smimrdaif,Jnly  13,  1833. 


**  Licet  omnibun,  Ucet  etiRm  mlhl,  dlfnllatcm 
ArtiM  Mtdicm  tuerl ;  ptitcitiiN  im  du  vrnii-ruli  ift 
pubUcam  tit,  diceotli  pcricoliim  non  rccuso." 

Cwaao. 


EKPEDIBNCY  OF  CONFERRING 
DEGREES  IN  LONDON. 

There  can,  we  think,  be  lui  reasonable 
diiuhl  alinni  the  propriety  of  medical  de- 
grccjs  being  granted  iu  Loudon.  Itap- 
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pears  little  short  of  absurd  lliat  a  student 
v%li(»  lias  reci  i\  o(l  the  hig"h  stusulard  <»f 
edui  aliun  H  liic  h  die  luctrujjolis  atturds 
should  yet  be  compelltd  to  resort  to 
some  other  seat  of  leaniin^  iot  ifae  hono- 
nurj  distiiictiottft  of  bis  profaarion— that 
bis  knowledge  abould  be  acquired  at 
one  plaee,  and  llie  cerUiicate  of  bia 
tainnienia  at  anotber.  Wbilc  tbia  oonti^ 
nnea  to  be  tbe  case,  London,  with  all  its 
substantial  advantages  orer  Edinburgb, 
will  never  be  able  to  meet  tbe  nortbem 
capital  on  equal  terms.  Tbe  power  of 
conferring  medical  degrees,  then,  ought 
to  exist  in  the  metropolis:  there  oug-ht 
to  he  a  real  "  University  of  London," 
iast«  ?i<l  of  the  moekerv  of  sueh  in.stitu- 
tiou  which  at  present  exists  in  Gower- 
Street. 

It  si  t  ins  cxtraordinarv,  that  with  a 
larger  number  of  medical  students  than 
tin  congregated  in  any  other  part  of  the 
eDi)ure,  and  witb  opportanitieaof  affind- 
ing  instruction  prodigiously  greater  than 
those  possessed  in  any  other  portion  of 
tbe  British  donunions,  tbe  highest 
bonouis  of  the  profession  should  only 
be  attainable  by  visiting  cither  tbe 
English  universities,  where  medicine 
cannot  )>e  efficiently  taught,  or  by 
journeying  to  Scotland,  or  to  the  sister 
kingdom.  The  Scotch  and  Irish  claim 
"  reciprocity"  wlicro  no  recijirocity  can 
cxiiit.  First  1ft  Lontlon  he  placeil  on  an 
e<|ual  footing  with  KdlnViurj^lj ,  ;u;(i  then 
let  the  graduales  of  hollj  c(unpete  for 
public  favour  uu  cijual  terms,  and  let 
tlie  public  have  all  the  advauU^es  of  a 
lair  and  open  competition. 

Bat  bow  is  diis  to  be  achieved  ?  Tbe 
difficulty  with  req»ect  to  London  de- 
penda  in  great  measure  upon  tbe  jarring 
interests  which  lead  those  connected 
with  one  establishment  to  oppose  any 
proposal  of  confenring  privileges  upon 
another.  Tlie  gentlemen  in  Gow  er-street 
,  say  thatlheir  institution  is  an  University, 
and  that  tberelbre  they  ought  to  have 
tbe  privilege  of  granting  degrees.  Tbe 


friends  of  King's  Collefje  say  that  they 
have  a  charter, — and  therefore  tbev  arc 
the  fittest  parties  to  enjoy  that  power  j 
while  the  teacliers  at  the  great  hospitals 
put  in  their  claim,  and  urge  that  it  ia 
their  schools  which  have  long  shioe  es* 
tablisbed  tbe  repuutaon  of  London  wflb 
regard  to  its  medical  institutions :  that 
tbe  advantages  they  offer  in  practical 
illustrations  of  the  principles  which  ihej 
teach  are  such  as  ^^reatly  to  outweigh 
the  empty  distinction  of  a  name^  and 
that  several  of  tbem  being  chartered 
bodies,  and  having  royal  endowments, 
might  assume  the  title  of  nniversitj  or 
eollef»'e  \vit]i  It  nrvoyance  than  a  pat  ' 
venu  efttabli^hmcut — the  oflspriug  of  a 
joint-stock  company. 

If,  then,  it  be  admitted  that  it  is 
expedient  to  confer  n.edical  dep;Tees 
in  the  metropolis,  there  yet  remains  the 
very  important  question — to  what  body 
ought  the  privilege  to  be  entnssted  ? 
We  have  one  institution  which  (as 
every  one  knows)  calls  itself  an  Uni- 
veisity,  and  Ibr  which  a  bold  but  iinsne* 
oeaaful  effort  baa  recently  been  made.- 
Now  without  either  admitting  the 
special  pleading  and  interested  eu- 
logy of  Mr.  Tooke  and  others,  who 
are  at  once  the  prr»|irictors  and 
patrons  of  the  establishmcnt—or  re- 
peating, on  the  other  hand,  tbe  (erms 
in  \%hieh  we  uui-sche^*  have  endea- 
vduix'd  to  laugh  or  lash  lliem  into  a 
little  more  modesty  and  less  j)retensi«»n — 
vvc  admit  the  school  to  be  a  good  s(  IkioI 
enough,  and  that,  if  it  had  au  ethcient 
hospital,  it  would  approach  to  a  par  with 
some  of  the  other  establiahments.  Yet, 
without  any  desire  to  deciy  tbe  school 
in  Oower-4$treet,  we  would  ask,  on 
what  principles  of  justice  or  polksy  pri* 
vileges  should  be  conferred  upon  it 
whi<rh  arc  dented  to  the  other  great 
schools  of  this  metrop<dis?— much  more, 
why  privileges  should  he  granted  which 
would  annihilate  tlie  others? — for  it  is 
quite  dear,  that  to  confer  on  any  parti- 
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cular  school  the  power  of  granting  dc- 
grrecs,  would  at  oner  cstaMUh  a  monu- 
pflly  destroy  all  romp^-iition.  We 
do  Dol  know  of  iuij  timij^  ui  which  the 
establish  men  t  in  qiiestiou  is  hU]iCTwr  u* 
the  other  trr^'ixt  schools,  except  the  name; 
and  li  the  hchuub  iu  the  Boruugb  were 
to  designate  themselTea  the  Uuitied 
Colleges  of  Gaj  aad  Su  Thomn,  or 
tlie  Soatfawtik  UmTenitjr— or  if  our 
friends  »t  Smith6eld  were  to  call  tbeir 
OilabliBlimeiil  the  UniTenitjrof  St.  Bar- 
Aolomew— then  ecrtatnlj  is  taothinf 
im  HMMoti  or  •emMn  seue  wUebslMiild 
withhold  finom  them  anjr  power  as  to 
couferring*  medical  honours  which  was 
granted  either  to  the  London  Uaiveraitjr 
or  King's  Collenre.  It  is  a  curious,  and 
in  some  respects  :in  instructive  spectacle, 
to  see  the  very  same  mt-n  w  ho  go  into 
parriaincnt  to  dt-uouuee  all  othi  r  mono- 
polies, ill  ihe  same  breath  demand  ex- 
clusive pnvilej^es  for  themselves — a 
mouoj>t>ly  in  the  disjiosal  of  dejarreeH  in 
science  !  But  we  have  spent  too  much 
time  iu  shewing  where  the  privilege 
ovgiht  not  to  be  vested,  Ibr  there  is 
ftoebanoeof  itsbeingao;  htnstnqnra 
is  whose  hands  it  might  with  most  pro* 
prieij  he  placed. 

There  are  three  medieal  corpcrattons 
la  this  oountrj,  each  at  the  head  of  its 
respective  department— the  Colleges  of 
Physicians  and  of  Surg^cons,  and  the 
VVorshiplol  8oeiotj  of  Apothecaries. 
The  Surgeons,  in  eonlerring  their  di- 
ploma, constitute  ntrgeons ;  the  Apo- 
thecaries constitnte  apathernrfrs  •  and 
why  should  not  the  Uollei^a'  (d  Physi- 
cians constitute  tlieir  diplouiatist  a  phy- 
sician? It  is  now  a  l«n«^  perio<l  *ince 
we  threw  out  tliis  sus^ijr>tioti  ;  winch 
suinc  of  uur  contemporaries,  who  at  tit  si 
ndiculed  it,  have  subsequently  adopted 
as  their  own :  but  let  that  pass.  We 
ask,  as  we  did  helbie,  "  whj  should  not 
ihit  College  of  Fh^rsidans  originate 
phTsieimisr  The  onlj  objeelions 
which  strike  us  as  at  all  plausible,  aiv. 


that  it  h;!s  not  Ijcen  eustomarv',  except 
for  hona  Jide  Universities,  to  confer  de- 
grer«.  nm\  that  the  College  in  question 
is  unpopular. 

With  respect  to  the  former,  it  da^ 
not  seem  to  be  in«»Mminuntahle  ;  for 
the  Physicians  have  already  the  power 
of  granting  licenses  to  practise  physic, 
though  without  the  degree,  it  would  not 
be  any  great  Stretch  of  prerogative,  on 
the  part  of  the  Crown,  to  extend  the 
prinlegs  to  the  Doctorate,  lliat  the 
Aidibtihop  of  Cantwbuij  can  exereiae 
the  right  of  creating  an  M.D.  shewn 
that  it  is  not  exclusively  confined  to  the 
Univerftities ;  and  both  Oxford  and 
Cambridge  would  probably  be  better 
pleased  to  see  it  in  the  bands  of  the 
College  of  Phjrsicians  than  anjr  where 
else. 

Bist  the  College  is  said  to  Ik  unpo. 
puiar — and  we  do  not  (!. uv  rtir  .illcfra- 
tion.  This  very  nn  iirii>i,'inc«%ho"  i  vcr, 
depei»dingas  itdo*  >  ujmoi  the  exclu-^ive- 
uesKofits  princi])les,  and  the  privateuess, 
if  we  may  so  call  it,  of  the  institution, 
would  probably  be  removed  hjr  Ae 
changes  in  its  oonstitution  to  which  anj 
such  arrangement  wenld  necessaxiljr 
grre  rise.  It  weald  become  a  new 
CoUege,  and,  with  ila  greater  power 
and  more  extensive  influence,  its  more 
public  dntiee  and  higher  notirai  woold 
no  doubt  put  off  the  vices  which  at  pre* 
sent  mar  its  character  and  destrojriiB 
utility.  Naj,  wc  would  make  assurance 
doubly  sure,  and  aid  its  good  intentions 
by  the  stimulus  of  necessity.  The  new 
privilc<r-i>  sliniilt!  V>p  :ir(  f)m]>ani«Hl  hy  new 
ohliifiitionH.  ami  whilst  its  |H>wer  wa.s 
established  by  cliartereii  jTi-ronTitiv v,  its 
jH>|>ularity  should  be  secured  by  the 
libt  rality  of  tJie  conditions.  A  Crdl^sT 
of  rhvsicians  raised  on  a  holid  and 
extended  basis,  with  both  the  power  and 
the  will  of  eonlieffring,  on  all  who  merit 
them,  the  highest  honours  in  the  pro- 
ftssion,  would  take  a  plaee  in  the  niedi* 
eal  institutions  of  the  country  which  the 
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VNfent  neither  Im»  done  nor  en  ever  I,^   extmined  the 

hope  to  attain.    It  would  be,  not  in  hiqiwrt,  ud  twta- 

name,  but  in  truth  and  in  fact,  at  the  ^ally  exposed  himself  to  the  censure  of 

l,p=.a  r»rthp  mrflirnl  profession -tlie  fiwt  fcoth  connwrtiid  jOTy  for  his  pienurtQie 
m  mflueocea**  the  lirst  m  rank.  interference.  Mr.  Abefl,  the  coroner, 
'  has  written  to  ns  ;i  full  account  of  the 
SCOTCH  APOTHECARIES'  BILL.  matter,  in  wbicli  hr  sets  the  ille^^ality 
Apotuecariss*  Bill,  —  fieeoltttioa  le-  «nd  impropriety  ot  the  surgeon's  con- 
ported  :-—  ^  duct  in  a  very  clear  Hg"ht.  Wc  only 
^ ''That,  before  any  BiU  to  ameml  die  gnbjoin  an  extract  from  his  letter,  as 
lawB  lor  reg'ulatiiig' the  practice  of  Auo>  ,  .  ...  ,  . 
tbecario'*  thnni-hout  En-l.n.l  and  ^^J  t]nwr  hVi^^  to  Hm:  lAxXov  in 
Wales  shall  be  passed  into  a  law,  it  is  qnestion  is  in  admissible  in  these  [tag-ea, 
desirable  to  inquire  more  folly  into  Ac  and  wholly  superfluous.  Mr.  AbcU  eri- 
aubject  than  ean  effectually  he  dnnc  j^n^,  4^  party  about 
during  the  present  Ses>;!on  of  Parlia-  ,  ,  _  ' 
mcmr— Extract  front  (he  Votes  and  ^oomhewnm, 

Proceetiinsfs  of  the  Home  of  Commons.         rj^^  circumstances  of  the  inquest, 

  I  acknowledge,  have  bceu  correctly 

INQUIRY  INTO  THE  STATE  OF  stated;  bot,  sir,  aeconKo^  to  the  law 
THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION.  cn>toiii  of  the  country    you  will 

—       ,  ,  considf  r,  that  to  deface  and  muulate  a 

Mil  WAKBoa'TOif,— Conmimee  to  ra-  pieviuu:,ly  to  a  view  being  had  of 

quire  into  the  T«nvs  and  Reflations  jt  Iw  a  jury,  must  necessarily  tend  to 

affectmcr  the  education  riTid  prac  tice  of  render  of  no  avail  the  obligation  of  such 

the  racuibcre  of  the  Medical  and  bjirgi-  ju^y  to  take  a  view  of  the  body  previous 

Sf  ™*«»*<>?  ■?  ^»«  kingdoms,  to  their  cominflr  to  their  verdict  as  to  the 
[Early  next  Session.]— ^i^,^  d^£, 

— — "  That  a  post-mortem  e.xaniination 

of  (he  bf»dv  was  ner.  <sary,  and  that  it  is 

INQUEST  AT  COLCHESTER.  highly  desirable  in  most  cases  of  sudden 

— i  death  where  an  mqiiest  is  required,  I 

As  we  have  been  appealed  to  for  o«r  wadUyallow;  yetitisalwaysto  be  done 

opinion  regaidin;  the  eondnot  of  oer.      Z^'t^.r^  a'       'TS'J^l '^"\ 

\  j»      1     •  °*  the  jury  desirous  of  lurther  evidence, 

tarn  parties  engaged  in  a  late  inquest  at  But  to  make  a  pretnatore  and  unautho- 

Colchester,  we  feel  no  hesitation  in  gir*  risod  anatoiuical  inspection,  I  eontond 

infrit:  butamerestatementofthoiaota,       luoi^t  illegal;  and  the   party  or 

we  think,  will  bo  saffie»nt;theTean7  Parlies  making  such   inspection  arc 

.  .   ,    '      .  *      J  guilty  ol  a  misdemeanor.     As  much  as 

with  them  their  own  comment-maogre        f  gta,ed  to  the  jaiy,  considertog  it 

the  aitty  sophistry  of  a  contemporaiy,  niy  duty  so  to  do  as  coroner, 
who  holds  himself  to  be  "  Sir  Oracle"       '*       objection  would  have  been  made 

on  every  thing  conueoted  with  Conmen'  ij,      "»«pectioii  of  the  body  by  Mr. 

,    .    *;  Walker,  upon  his  intimating  tliat  be 

Dusines««.  conld  not  «;ive  evidence  as  to  the  cause 

Tl/r  i.iri-  are  f)rieflT  these         wo-  of  death  vvitbout  it :  but  whether  it  was 

man  was  found  in  a  dying  stale  in  a  from  ignorance  of  the  usual  aud  only 

street  at  Colchester,  by  night,  apna-  l^TT^l  co«WC  adopted  at  inquests,  or  from 

_        ,,    1  ,1  .  .    r  presumptuous  and  inconsiderate  baste, 

rently  ultc  havmj,.  lalkn,  m  a  ^tate  of  fj,^,  bpy.roceeded  tomake.  pnM-morfem 

intoxication,  from  a  window  above.  She  examination,  it  waJi  not  my  province  to 

died  in  five  hoaia  after.  Jtbr.  Walker,  know ;  but  naviug  done  so,  it  was  mj 

the  swgeon  who  attended  her,  wishing  ^^^y      animadrert  upon  the  eircum- 

(pa  doubt  with  tho  heat  inteotiona)  to  ^  > 

giro  the  most  aatisAMStory  evidence  on     *  'i*t>«  Abore  i«ucr  i»  dated  the  ]6th  nu.,  aa< 

*k«      ..^»  «-«««^  «k.  i»J«  ...J  •honWhaw  been  nolictd  cvUcr  but  for  s  srcss 

tbe  inquest,  opened  toe  body  and  exa-  ofotbernsttw* 
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Much  interest  has  been  excited  during 
the  lust  ueek  at  Livci-jmol,  by  an  in- 
quiry entered  into  by  the  Committee  of 
Uie  Inflnnaij  of  tbal  town  on  tbe  eon. 
duct  of  Dr.  Buid,  one  of  the  medical 
officers  of  that  institution,  touching^  an 
imputed  breach  of  profcMional  delicacj, 
in  ezamininif  a  female  patient  with  an 
alleged  unnecessaiy  degree  of  minnte- 
nen.  We  subjoin  some  lettcn  respect- 
ing the  case,  sent  to  us  by  Dr.  Baird, 
but  we  decline  pronouncing  any  opinion 
on  the  general  qtiestiou,  especially  as  it 
is  to  l)f'  f  urtln  r  investigated  by  a  medi- 
cal jury.  'I'bc  only  thing  that  strikes 
m  as  ^ortli  adding  at  present  is,  tliat 
the  case  w  as  one  not  occurring  in  the 
Infinnary,  hui  in  Dr.  B.'s  private  prac- 
tice ;  yet  tbe  C'ouiniittcc  of  the  Inlir- 
mary,  upon  what  seems  to  us,  to  say  the 
least  of  ity  very  questionable  evidence , 
proceeded  to  pronounce  definitively 
against  their  officer,  and  even  went  so 
far  as  to  request  him  to  resign.  This 
method  of  disposing  of  the  reputation  of 
a  medical  man  of  some  twenty  years' 
professional  standing,  a))pears  to  us 
somewhat  summary  and  harsh ;  hut  we 
trust  that  the  medical  tribunal  now 
appointed,  consistintr  chiefly  of  the 
officers  of  an  infirmarv  in  a  neighbour- 
ing town,  will  s(  Uh>  iJit  (jiiotitin  cre- 
ditably to  the  proll'ssion,  and  satisfac- 
torily to  the  public. 

To  the  EdiUtr  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

Llvcipoel,  Jnlf  9,  1888. 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  taJicn  the  liberty  of  addrcs>ing 
to  you  a  newspaper  containing  a  report 
of  some  proceedings  at  tbe  Liverpool 
Infirmary,  t()£feth<T  with  the  annf*\e<l 
statement  of  the  medical  facts  ol'  tbe 
case,  which  is  not  there  given.  You 
will  thus  be  enabled  to  form  a  correct 
jndgmrnt  n]ur]i  a  qiiCNtion  ap- 
pears to  nic  to  iniohe  deeply  the  rights 


and  (1i<T-nity  of  the  niediciil  professMD^ 
of  which  I  am  a  member. 
I  have  the  honour  to  he,  sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

D  H  viRD,  M.D. 

Pliysician  to  tLt;  Luerpool  ItiSrmary« 

Casb  of  J.  p.  v.,  let  21— A  female 

Jatient,  who  has  been  in  a  bad  state  of 
ealth  for  upwards  of  two  years,  within 
tbe  last  six  months  has  been  gradually 
getting  wni-se.  She  complains  of  grt  at 
(lebility,  lirr  bn  athin|»^  is  short  and  hur- 
ried upon  sliglit  exertion,  she  has  a  con- 
stant thirst,  occasional  severe  headaches, 
paintul  and  irregular  menstruation  (the 
catamenia  having  been  suppressed  for 
five  months  at  one  time),  wiUi  frcoucnt 
desire  to  void  urine ;  her  legs  ana  feet 
are  (edematous  and  painful^  tbe  veins 
of  the  right  leg  sliirbtly  vancose,  with 
pains  of  the  hip  and  iliigh.  Such  was 
the  state  of  tins  padent  when  she  con- 
.snlted  me  in  the  earlj  pSft  of  last 
March.  She  called  upon  me  several 
times,  and  had  some  active  remedies 
prescribed,  from  which  she  received 
little  bent  fit.   About  the  end  of  March 

An  fir  T  shewed  me  her  hrrl,  \^yoM 
uliich  there  was  a  piece  ol  thickened 
cuticle  resemblin<|^  a  com.  At  her  next 
vint,  her ^eneralhealth  bavins'  under- 
gone  no  imjirovcmcnt,  the  fr;Tcmatnu» 
swelling  of  (lie  feet  aiul  lc;i-s  si  ill  con- 
tinuing, and  the  patient,  in  addition  to 
these  symptoms,  complaining  of  a 
swelling  of  the  thigh,  I  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  propose  a  private  e.vainina- 
tion,  to  which  she  rcaail^'  assented.  In 
the  course  of  this  exammation  I  found 
tbe  inguinal  glands  enlarged,  but  there 
were  no  ap[)»  arances  to  c»>iifirTii  my  pre- 
vious su.<»i>K  iousof  the  e.Mstcnce  oi  local 
Uterine  disease.  At  the  nresent  time  she 
is  neaily  restored  to  health,  after  a  con. 
timif  <1  cnnrse  of  :i1t<  r;if  n  »■  nt«^<licinc^ 
wuh  iiigitalis,  squills,  and  tjuinine. 

I  beg  leave  also  to  subjoin  copies  of 
the  certificates  of  two  medical  gentle- 
men w  ho  had  an  opporttinity  of  exa- 
mining into  the  state  of  the  patient. 


LWeTpool,  June  6,  1833. 

T  do  li-  n-lt',  f '  rlilV,  that  on  the  2:kl 
of  May  last  1  saw  J.  P.  V\,  at  Dr. 
Baird*8  house,  in  Duke^Rtreet,  when  I 

made  a  particulare.xamiuatliinrespecting 

the  .state  of  h(  i  h<  alth,  and  am  '^ati'-fii  a 
thai  if  the  symptoms  of  her  di.^casc 
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were  the  same  at  the  time  I  saw  her 
diet  thej  were  at  tbe  time  she  was  fitsi 

examined  hf  Dr.  Baird,  this  cfentlcman 
could  not  have  pre<;rriljpd  with  satisfac- 
tion to  himself,  with  safety  to  the  pa- 
tieiit,  or  with  the  pro$i>ect  of  doinir  all 
that  tke  ease  required,  without  making 
the  examination  that  he  dul.  I  may  be 
permitted  to  state,  that  females  are  dis. 
posed  to  ascrihe  all  their  complaints  to 
a  denuisement  of  the  f^nital  org^ans, 
and  if  their  medical  attcndaut  falls  to 
luake  hucb  all  examination,  verbal  or 
manual,  as  the  case  may  seem  to  re- 

Zuire,  diey  reasonably  conclude  that  be 
as  not  oldaiiu'd  all  the  information  re- 
specting their  disease  that  it  was  in  his 
power  to  obtain,  and  cease  to  have  any 
confidence  in  his  treatment.  I  may  also 
state,  that  in  no  particular  are  young 
and  careless  practitioners  more  severely 
blamed  by  the  best  w  riters  on  female  dis- 
eases, than  Ibr  omitting,  through  a 
false  delicacy  or  neglect,  to  make  that 
exauiination  for  which  Dr.  Baird  }»ns 
been,  in  my  iiumble  opinion,  muiit  un- 
justly condemned. 

(Siipicd)  J.  Cabson,  M.D. 

Llm^U  Junt97«  ISB8. 

My  Di  ir  Doctor,  —  T  recollect  ex- 
aminiu^  a  young  woman  of  the  name 
of  J.  P.  v.,  at  your  request:  the  right 
Itg  aud  ankle  were  swelled,  and  the 
superficial  \  eins  enlarged  and  varicose; 
there  was  a  Utile  thickened  portion  of 
skin. on  llic  side  of  the  heel,  which  par- 
took of  the  nature  and  appearance  of  a 
xo/t  corn,  and  did  not  require  surgical 
treatment. — Believe  me,  Sec. 

(Signed)   Joseph  Churton, 

lltttber  or  the  Royal  Cotlcgeof 
tfurgwMU.  JLooduo. 

P.S — T  K;nv  the  3'onng  person  above- 
named  some  time  early  in  may. 

PETITIONS  AOAiNST  m  SCOTCH 
APOTHECARIES*  BILL. 

NrMEROi  «<  petitions,  wo  observe, continue 
to  be  presented  to  parliament  against  the 
prop<»Md  amndmwnt  of  the  Apothecaries' 
Aet,  Amonij  those  uhich  have  been  for- 
warded to  Ds  for  our  notiGe  and  iospeotion, 
is  the  (bllowing 

Tib  President  and  Feiintct  of  the  King  and 
After  setting  forth  their  pneent  powen 


and  privileges  ander  various  Acta  of  Par- 
liament, proceed  to  say, 

**  Your  Petitioners  respectfully  submit, 
tbat  any  partial  legislation  with  respect  to 
the  medical  profession  in  these  conntriex 
is  liable  to  be  attended  with  unexpected 
difHeultios:  the  iiumKer  of  metlieul  quali- 
heatiuus  is  so  great,  liic  constitution  of 
the  authorities  so  rarioua,  and  their  powen 
so  dissimilar,  tlia*  niiv  law  passed  for  the 
ostensible  purj>o!>e  oi  remedying  a  singie 
grievan4«  or  anomaly,  can  ecaroely  fidl  to 
di'^^turb  the  adjustment  wliich  the  progress 
of  time  has  achiered,  aud  create  inconve- 
niences of  stiU  greater  magnitude  than 
those  Nvhieh  it  is  supposed  to  redress. 
Your  l*etitioners  beg  leave,  thcrefr>rc.  to 
submit  to  your  Honourable  House,  the 
neesasity  of  a  parliameatary  inquiry  into 
the  present  state  of  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  previ. 
ously  to  tlie  enactment  of  any  sadi  mea. 
stire  as  that  whidi  is  at  present  contem- 
plated." 

Various  objections  to  the  measure 
are  then  stated  at  length :  among  them 
we  find  it  said,  "  that  if  the  Hill  should 
pass  into  a  law,  the  School  of  Ph^^iic 
in  Ireland  will  be  virtually  extinguished ; 
as  from  the  Scotch  T 'nivL-r^iti?  s,  or  the 
Colleges  of  8uigeoui>  t>l  Ureal  Britain, 
in  eoiqanetioo  wiUi  the  Apothenucics* 
Company,  j>rivilcp^es  may  be  obtained 
which  your  Petitioners  and  the"'  Univer- 
sity of  Dublin  will  be  pieehided  from 
conferring;  and  this  legislative  mono* 
pol^'  will  be  substituted  for  useful  com 
petition,  and  with  pecuniary  benefit  to 
those  corporations  swely  at  u  host-  Mit;i>;cs- 
tinns  Vonr  Pt  fi f joTif  rs  are  infomiLd  the 
present  Hiii  ims  been  submitted  to  your 
Honourable  House." 

Ami  the  Petitioners  conclude  With  the 
iol  iuwiiigdeprecatorv  rttumi: 

*'  I.  That  no  legal  alteration  be  made, 
with  respeet  to  the  profession  of  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  within  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  with- 
out a  previous  complete  parliamentary  in- 
quiry as  to  the  measures  already  adopted 
by  the  authorities  to  whom  the  public 
safety  has  been  by  law  committed  in  the 
nid  United  Kingdom  at  lance. 

**  2.  That  any  privileges  which  may  be 
extended  to  Grsduatee  of  the  Scotch  Uni> 
versities practising  in  tilt  r'nired  Kingdom 
beyond  tbe  precincts  of  i^eoiland,  and  the 
immunities  which,  according  to  the  pro- 
posed Act,  it  is  intended  to  confer  on  the 
surgeons,  assistant  surgeons,  or  apothe- 
caries, of  the  Royal  Army  or  Navy,  or  of 
the  Royal  East-India  Company,  be,  for 
the  rea.«?..ns  therein  stated,  conferred  equally 
on  tile  Lieeniiatesof  theiuMand  Queen's 
Coll^  of  Physicians  in  Inland^  and  on 
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tfwChmdvMtec  ia  medicine  of  die  Univtr- 

dty  of  Dublin. 

•*  3.  That  no  corporate  body,  except  a 
Coll^  of  Physicians  or  Univenity  in 
tiM  umted  Kingdom,  shall  be  totted  with 
any  authority  (exce^  what  at  prc5ent  le- 
gally beloDgt'to  them)  of  examining  candi- 
dates m  to  tbdr  proActoney  in  the  theory 
and  prnetioe  of  phyiic,  and  that  therefore 
the  examinations  proposed  to  be  held  by 
the  Apothecaries'  Cuuipany  oilder  the  Hili, 
ho  eonlned  to  phnmMcy,  plMtmacentical 
chemistry,  materia  nudi<-n,  and  medical 
botany.  And  your  Petitioners  will  ever 
pray* 

(Signed)    HooB  Fmtmvmim,  M.D. 

O.  A.  KsmrBinr,  M .D. 


At  a  mtmtrmuhf  allfoM  mtttimg  <if  M«die«U 
PtiMiiiiimm  t  mt  fknh^  lie  /Morning  Rm§lm 
Ca«M  were  paased : — 

Resolred.— That  under  the  circumstances 
of  the  profession  in  181^  when  no  prori- 
eion  ensted  for  Inenrfng  the  odequnte 
qualification  of  general  practi»i<'iurs,  the 
Act  of  Parliament  pn«:rd  in  that  year  was 
a  necessar)'  aud  salutary  measure;  and 
that  the  nuumer  in  whicH  it  has  been  car- 
ried into  execution  by  the  Apotht-t-ario^' 
Company  has  tended  to  serre  the  public 
and  promote  the  respectability  of  tM  pro. 
fc5si  n  in  this  Vingdom,  by  raisin;?  the 
standard  of  medical  education,  and  chcck- 
ing  the  intrusion  of  unqualified  per^ns. 

lliat  the  propoeed  alteration  of  that 
Act,  though  pnrpoTtinif  merely  to  permit 
the  graduates  of  Scotch  Universities,  the 
Beentiates  of  Scotch  Collets  of  Snigeons, 
and  medical  oflRren.  of  his  Majesty's  and 
the  East  India  Company's  Serrices,  to  act 
aa  generd  pfactltioDen  in  flrit  eonntry, 
would  virtually  nullify  the  powers  now  ex- 
ercised by  tho  AjKj'hecnrics*  Company, 
and  woold  conM-qumtly  deprive  the  pro- 
IbidoB  and  the  public  of  the  advantaice 
and  protection  they  have  )iitherto  cnjoytd. 

That  the  privileges  now  sought  by 
Scotch  phjndelana  and  enigeons  are  not 
conceded  to  the  members  of  the  London 
College  of  Surgeons,  who  are  compelled  to 
obtain  the  license  of  the  Apotnecarics* 
Company,  fn  order  to  qoaiuy  theoMclm 
to  act  Hv  fi  neral  practitioner! 

That  this  meeting^  therefore,  whilst  it 
diedaims  all  desire  for  monopoly,  or  to  ex- 
clude from  jfmenU  practice  in  this  Itinar 
dom  pn»paiy  qnaliicd  persons  of  ^or 
doMit  pntfole  agatant  the  propoeed  MHf 
as  foondcd  on  a  partial  view  of  the  ques- 
tio«»  aad  M  cakmlatfd  to  aggcafale  the 


embarrassments  alirady  experienced  from 
the  aatMBaleoe  and  ill  reirulated  condittoa 

of  the  various  branches  of  ll)e  profession. 

That  peliuous  be  presented  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliaaent.  deprecating  oa 
these  proii!id«!  the  incasnre  now  in  pr>:>- 
gress,  and  cullini:  for  full  and  general  in- 
quiry in  all  dt  l  urtmeate  of  tiie  profMon, 
as  an  indispensable  preliminary  to  safe  or 
judicious  kgieiatioa  oa  any  part  of  the 
subject. 

[  The  petition  being  to  the  same  purport 
as  the  resolutioai^  we  deem  it  onxkeoeaaaiy 
talaeert  it] 
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SeuTct  f^'  H^tmorrkage  from  Uietn  tf  tht  Ptt- 
UritrFmrnem, 

John  Webb,  etat.  27,  m^s  admitted  a 
month  ago  into  the  Middlesex  Hospital  in 

the  Inst  sjacje  of  phthisis:  he  lived  three 
weeks  after  has  admission.  Ttiia  is  tite 
patient  in  whom  Mr.  Mayo  tied  the 
common  carotid  artery  for  hmiorrhaga 
from  a  venereal  ulcer  in  the  jM»sterior 
fauces.  The  ha^morrhaife  did  not  recur 
after  the  operation.  The  case  is  detailed 
in  the  London  Medical  and  FhjHCal 
Journal  for  December  1829. 

It  was  eappoeed  at  the  time  of  the  one. 
ration  that  the  ha^morrhatfe  proceeded 
from  the  lingual  arter^'.  The  postmortem 
examination  of  the  body  has  she%vn  this 
conjet  lure  to  hare  been  c^irroct.  The  ri^ht 
lins^ual  artcrv  is  small,  aud  half  nn  inch 
only  in  length,  and  terminates  by  adhering 
to  the  cicatrix '  of  the  ulcer  in  tfaa  thioat. 
The  other  branc  hes  of  the  CXtenalcHOlid 
are  in  their  natural  state. 

la  Dr.  Wataon*s  eaee,  recotded  In  this 
journal,  of  fatal  haemorrhage  from  an  ab- 
scess oi>en  in?  into  the  pharynx,  %vhich  oc- 
curnd  at  the  Middlesex  Hospital  not  long 
bi  fore  the  ca<ie  of  Webb,  the  bleeding  pta^ 
cet-<lt^  fmm  the  «same  artery.  The  can^e 
of  the  oniiormiij  in  the  so  a  ret:  ul  the 
bleeding  in  ench  easee  iethe  exposed  sitaa. 
ti«m  of  the  lingual  artery  toward*  thatsor> 
face  of  the  posteriw^fauc-CT  ^^ch^is  the 

he  remembered  that  both  tim  iaicrior  th;^- 
roid,  and  the  fascial  arteries  near  their 
coinnieiii  (  mcnt,  are  placed  so  close  upcm 
tlie  ^ame  <iurface  as  to  make  it  likely  UMt 
hlculiiii;,  foUowint;  ulceration  of  the  throat, 
may  sometimes  proceed  from  one  of  these 
teeeele  Ineliid  of  from  the  UngoaL 

The  carotid  arterv,  in  the  instance  of 
WohK  >•  ohiitamteid,  aad  has  been  ah. 
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•orbed  fin*  tibe  extent  of  an  iucli  aud  a 
half.  This  is  about  the  extent  to  which 
it  was  found  to  hare  disappeared  in  the 
cose  of  a  |mtient,  narrated  in  the  Medicai 
Gasette,  ib  whom  the  carotid  was  tied  for 
R  varicose  state  of  u  branch  of  the  tempo- 
ral artery.  'X'he  preparatioM  taken  trum 
the  three  cases  here  adverted  to,  which 
were  examined  at  the  Middlesex  Hosifutal, 
are  to  be  seen  in  the  auatomical  'pMp^yp 
of  King's  Coiltge. 

Fungut  H^mgt0im^am  Hmd  tftht  Tikim, 

Jnhii  Brown,  sptat.  S.'i,  a '^h  inakcr  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  Eltham,  was  ad- 
mitted, naderthe  care  of  Mr.  Mayo,  on 
Tuesday,  June  la  His  left  leg  ha«  been 
deformed  and  wasted  from  birth.  The 
right  leg,  ten  weeks  before  his  admis- 
•ion,  became  affected  in  the  follow, 
ing  manner.  Without  any  assijfnable 
caose,  pain  and  sweUii^  began  at  the 
ligamentom  oatellw.  *I%e  ewelling  in. 
creased  rapidly,  and  the  pain  was  at 
times  extremely  severe.  The  skin  was  not 
inflamed.  On  the  1 1th  of  May  a  surgeon 
introdueed  a  lancet  into  the  swelling  upon 
thein«ii(le  of  the  ligament  of  the  ]mtella. 
Nearly  a  pound  in  weight  of  curdy  or  me- 
dallaiy  matter  came  away  through  the 
openinjr.  The  pain  was  conridoably  re- 
lieved by  this  operation. 

When  the  patient  w»  admitted  on  the 
IRth,  there  was  a  gajtinj;  orifice,  an  inch 
in  length,  where  the  incision  had  been 
made,  froat  which  a  hloodr  sanies  issued. 
A  probe,  introduced  into  the  opening,  ap- 
peared to  reach  the  h:ul<  j>arl  of  the  tibia 
without  (listiiiclly  louchiu>{,  ur  grat- 
ing  upr»n  a  bony  enrface.  The  enlarge, 
ment  of  the  knee  seemed  confined  to  the 
h»d  of  the  tibia.  The  condyles  of  the 
Ibmar  and  the  patella  teemed  in  their 
natnrnl  sTat'',  and  the  synovial  membrane 
of  the  joint  was  not  distended  with  fluid. 
The  leg  coald  be  bent  inward  or  outward 
at  the  knee  joint.  The  swollen  head  of 
the  tibia  was  drawn  mther  behind  the 
condjr'Ies  of  the  femur  to  the  same  degree 
as  in  agp^vated  mmn  of  ulcemtive disease 
of  the  knee.  The  ]  itlrni's  complexion 
was  sallow;  his  tongue  inclined  to  dry- 
acm;  the  pnlee  AequMit.  Soma  o|icn. 
inc^  medicine  waa  given,  and  an  opiata  at 
niffht 

On  the  90th  the  limb  was  remored  by 
amputation  above  the  knee.  The  patient 
has  gone  on  favfiurably,  and  the  stump  is 
healing.  The  pulse,  however,  was  un- 
usually freqoent,  not  less  than  loO  at  each 
▼isit  for  the  first  fire  daya  after  the  opera* 
tion  :  it  is  uow  J 10. 

Upon  an  examination  of  the  head  of  the 
tilii  i.  tlie  hone  was  found  to  hiive  been  ah- 
»4»rbed,  in  consequence  of  the  growth  of 
Aingae  bmmatodiei  in  the  cancclU.  In 


place  ui  tiie  liead  of  the  hone,  there  wa«  a 
•trong  membranont  eyet,  filled  with  Am- 

jfus.  In  the  membranous  v\^\  some  re- 
mains  of  bonT  substance  w  ere  lo  and.  The 
ftrogua  was,  for  the  greater  part,  of  a  dark 
red,  intersected  with  streaks  of  yellow  me* 
duUary  substance :  the  latter'  substance 
filled  the  sound  uiucclli  of  the  bone  to 
nearly  the  middle  of  the  bone. 

In  the  amputation  a  double  circular  in- 
cision wan  made :  the  first  through  the  in- 
teguments and fiuda;  the  eecondthrough 
the  mnsr  1(  s.  Mr.  Mayo  attributed  to  iMr. 
Onthrie  the  olMervatioo  that  the  fascia 
flhonld  be  cut  through  in  the  first,  and  not 
in  the  second  incision ;  and  ns  the  reason, 
.■shewed  upon  the  separated  limb  that  the 
fascia  may  be  dissected  back  from  tlra 
mnsehs  much  more  qnlcldjthaa  the  skin 
from  the  f:iM  in 

The  mui>eieH  were  of  an  unwholesome 
onloor,  having  a  slightly  livid  tiiq^;  they 
were  flabby,  and  did  not  shew  much  dis- 
position to  retract.  Mr.  Mayo  remarked, 
as  a  circumstance  which  had  surprised  him 
when  he  first  noticed  it,  that  wasted  mus- 
cle55  in  cxtt  TniiTcd  limbs  retract  upondivi- 
sion  in  a  mucii  greater  degree,  both  at  the 
time  and  afterwards,  than  large  and  strong 
intj'^rle.s.  In  extenuated  persons  tlie  inte- 
guments retract  little,  the  muscles  to  an 
Indefinite  extent  In  strong  and  vigorooa 
persons  tliese  points  are  reversed,  so  that 
the  surgeon,  unless  he  has  calculated  upon 
them,  is  often  in  the  latter  case  embarrass- 
ed bv  the  disproportionate  quantity  ^ 
muscle  which  he  has  preserved. 

The  medullary  artery  of  the  bone  in 
this  instance  lilcd  considerably;  it  was 
touched  with  a  hot  iron,  hut  without  ar- 
resting the  bleeding;  it  nearly  stopped 
npon  Hnt  being  pressed  for  a  ftw  minutes 
against  the  end  of  the  bone,  and  a  strip  of 
the  adhesive  plaister  wa.s  then  applied  in 
such  a  manner  as  tu  press  the  upj>er  flap 
of  intc<;ument  and  mnsde  against  the  end 
of  tlie  bone.  There  was  no  cecon^uj 
blecdiufc. 

Mr.  Mayo  recommends  in  amputation  of 

the  thigh  the  double  circular  incision  as 
tlie  most  rapid  method,  and  as  producing 
the  fbllest  and  most  fleshy  stamp,  and  the 
approximation  of  the  cdges^of  the  wound 
in  a  transverse  line  in  preference  to  a  rcr 
tical  line.  In  the  latter  method  the  stump 
has  to  rest  against  a  comer  of  the  incisioat 
which  oAen  leads  to  a  collection  of  matter 
at  that  part. 

Cpn^wvad  Fnutwrea» 

In  caies  of  compound  fracture  of  the 
and  of  the  humerus,  treated  in  fbo 
If  iddleaex  Hospital,  Mr.  Mayo  has  lately 
nsed,  with  evident  atdvaatage,  thaappHoa- 

tion  of  pnnnd**f1  ice  daring  the  tro  days 
following  the  accident.   The  ice  pounded. 
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and  laid  in  a  bladder  upon  the  part,  in 
agreeable  to  the  sensatioiM  of  the  patient : 

it  allavs  (he  pnin  nnd  un^  jKirn-K.;  in  ihr 
part,  and  Heems  to  prevent  lutlammauuu. 

PREPAilATIONS  OF  ARSENIC, 

KMPf.O  VED 
BV  M.  Dl  PL  VTRKN, 

tu  the  Trealwtent  of  Maligmnt  UUen. 

Trk  anenicftl  preparatioiit  in  oommon 

uct  as  escharotics,  and  often  leave  be> 
hind  them  deformed  cicatrices.  M.  Dm- 
pujtren  belierea  that  he  ia  able  to  obfiate 
these  inconveniences  by  a  combination  of 
calomel  and  arsenic,  in  proportions  dif- 
ferent from  tlio»e  usually  adopted.  Hin 
fomiUa  is  the  foUowing 

R  White  Anenfc,  or  Aneniona  Add, 

4  parts. 

Calomel  in  powder,  96  ditto.  M. 

Thf^  nrscnic  mnv  occasionally  be  in- 
creased tu  5  or  t>  jmrtA  in  the  100.  The 
vlcemtlons  are  well  cleansed  with  nonl- 
ticcn,  in  tlu-  first  place;  then,  with  a  little 
piece  of  charpie  dipped  in  the  powder,  a 
layer  is  put  on,  not  exceeding  a  millimetre 
in  thickness.  The  whole  of  the  ulcer  is 
roTcred,  if  it  be  hut  moderately  larije ; 
but  if  considerable,  it  mmt  be  only  hall'  or 
qnarter  covered,  at  curding  to  its  extent, 
taking  care  to  apply  tlie  renv  U  im  succes- 
Mve  occasions  to  different  part>>  of  the  sore. 

M.  Dnpnytren  also  employs  a  pasted 
composed  of  a  solution  of  arst  nioiis  acid 
in  distilled  water,  with  calomel  added, 
and  sufficient  of  powdered  gum  to  gire  it 
the  consistence  of  a  paste.  The  proportion 
of  arsenic  in  the  pa«te  is  q;reat«'rfh;Hithat  in 
the  powder,  being  t>,  li),or  12  lumdredths 
of  the  acid  to  94,93,  90,  or  m  hundredths 
of  the  (  alnini'l  respectively.  It  is  applied 
with  the  same  pr^Autions  as  the  powder. 

The  application  of  both  the  paste  and 
powder  prodiirc^i,  in  the  first  inslante, 
pain  and  inflammation  ;  but  these  effects 
subside,  and  the  remedy  may  be  repeated 
flil^t  at  Im  ^ys  after.  *  Five  or  six  appli- 
cations generally  cure  an  ulcerated  sur- 
face. N4»  eschar  it>  formed  durint^  the  pro- 
oess,  the  snrfhce  is  merely  modified  with- 
out being  C8uterii>;ed,  and  in  this  con> 
lists  the  superiority  of  thie  metliod  of 
treatment  over  that  of  Frtee  Ctau  and 
EotttseU>t— Get.  im  Hip. 


THE  C0NC0VR8  AT  PARIS. 


QUERIBS  aBSPBCTiffa  CHOLERA. 


A  coRREspo.NDENT  rc^ucsts  nur  insertion 
of  the  following  queries.  We  diall,  of 
coursi',  he  hap]\v  to  receive  wdljUlthctl- 
ticated  replies  to  them. 

1.  Have  the  limbs  of  persons  dead  of 
cholera  been  observed  to  move  elaewhefw 
than  at  Tipton  ' 

2.  iiavc  oily  dejections  been  noticed  io 
cases  of  choleia } 

3.  What  are  the  ])r m  ers  of  mercury  in 
the  complaint  ?  How  are  they  displa ved« 
tad  in  how  short  a  time  after  its  employ, 
ment? 


WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  or  BURIALS, 
From  Bills  op  HoaT4LiTT,  Jaljf  9,  1938. 


Attsceas       .      .  2 

Age  und  DebllUf  .  74 

Apoplexy     •      •  4 

AsthoM       .     .  47 

Cancer        .      .  1 

rhlMl.Irth  .  .  f"' 
ChuU-r<i        .  • 

Contumption      •  SM 

Convuliilon*       .  'lO 

Croup  ...  1' 
Dentition  or  Teething  & 

Dropsy               .  29 

Dropsy  on  the  Brain  30 

D  mp«y  on  fhe  Chest  3 

Kpilcpsf      .      •  I 

Kerer    ...  8 

Fever,  Si  arli-t     .  II 

Kfver,  Typhus    •  I 

He<«rt,  diftca^^ed   •  I 

HoopiiiK*  Cough  .  17 


Itiflammutlon 

Hon-el»Ac  iltoipsch 

Brain  . 
Jaundles     <  . 
Mvrr.  DiMnMd  . 

.M  i«turri[iv':c  . 
Mortiiicatloti 
Parnl>>i«<       .  . 
Sniall-Pox  . 
Sore  Throat  and 

QuifiHey  . 

die  and  Gnvtl 
ThriMh       •  • 

TuflMMT  .  • 

Venertnl     «  • 
UnkBovra  Cnaass 


Sill! 
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Iner«a«c  of  Burfali,  a«  conpsred  wlCh  > 

the  preceding  w«ek      .      .  .J 
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METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Kept  at  F-DMovTON,  iMtiiude  5l*»  .17'  32"  N. 
LoTtf^iUule  0«»  S'  51"  \V.  of  Cncnuich. 


Thursday  .  4 
Friday  .  .  * 
Sstarday  .  • 

Sunday  .  .  7 
Monday .  .  8 
Tuesday.  .  9 
Wednesday  10 


Thkrmomxtkr. 

from  42  to  7.S 

4«  7» 

40  -  74 

42  71 

m 

J  70 

40  71 


Raromktsm. 

30  07  J«)13 

S9-W  2978 


2977 
2tf-74 
80  04 
28*96 


•.'9-71 
29  MO 

23»'80 


Tn  contest  for  theehairof  CUnique  Int§rn§ 
has  at  len^  closed:  M.  llo«itan  has  been  Cliirnrfjicn 

appointed.    Never  was  such  a  mess  of  

jarring  eonlbtton  as  this  vrhole  husinees. 


wind  rsrUble,  S.W.  t*rcvsiUoc 

The  7tb  and  8ib  clendv,  with  ftegocat  tain; 

otherwise  generally  dear. 
Ralo  fallen,  *S76  of  an  Inch. 

Cbaklbs  HniiaY  Adams. 


NOTICES. 

ComiDnnieations  have  heen  reeeived 

ft'om  Dr.  Rigby,  Mr.  Humpnire,  Mr.  Hnry, 
Mr.  Thomas,  J^r.  Badham,  Mr.  Dickinson, 
Dr.  Ofrier  Ward,  Mr.  Lonsdale,  Mediep- 


2,"  and  Mr.  Dinnott. 


W.  Wiuovt  Printer,  97*  ftktaosvwStieel,  LoadiMi. 
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Bt  Ds.  Elliotson. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  STOMACH  AND 
INTESTINES. 


MORBID  APPEARANCES, 

Bbporr  I  comiiMiiva  the  enasideration 
of  particular  di<ien«!es  of  the  stomach  and 
intestines,  it  ma^  be  advaatageous  to  gire 
a  short  preneral  acoomit  of  the  morbid  ap- 

pi»orancr"^  obsrrrcfl  in  this  part  nf  the 
wdy.  But  in  the  first  place  I  Aball  direct 
jponr  attention  to  the  varieties  which  areoh- 

een  erl  in  ihct  natural  state  of  the  parts,  ac- 
cordint^  tfl  the  pt  rti<tTi  nf  the  canal  which 
you  examine,  and  according  to  the  age  of 
the  patient 

T^atural  Apffaravres. — In  the  first  plncc, 
you  are  to  remember,  that  if  you  examine 
the  inner  Mitrfkce  of  the  stomarh  and  in- 
testines nf  u  livini;  iiniiual  that  is  niakincf 
no  cfl'ort  at  all,  so  that  its  circulation  is 

{)crfectlY  Irce,  it  is  rather  redder  than  the 
aside  of  the  cheeks — the  mucous  mem- 
hmnc  i)f  tin-  ffirni' T  is  rather  redder  than 
tlie  mucous  lucwbraiie  of  the  latter.  In 
some  animals,  after  death,  yon  will  Had 
the  mu(  ous  iik  mbranc  pal*-,  or  at  tho  ut 
most  only  sli^;htly  coloured ;  but  here, 
again,  much  depends  on  the  mode  in  whidi 
ue  animal  dies.  If  you  kill  it  In  asptiyxia 
—that  is  to  sny,  if  yf»"  kill  it  by  putting  a 
stop  to  rcsipiratton,  these  jmrts  will  become 
of  a  rerv  red  ooloor,  or  very  dark,  and 
there  will  bi'  pre  at  congestion  of  !)l(>od; 
Imt  if,  on  the  other  tiaiMl,  you  kill  the 
Mdnial  by  tenorriiagv^  tbeie  very  parti 
will  look  paler  than  tliey  irero  daring  lifb. 

1.— XII. 


Tlie  inner  snrfaccs  of  the  body  are 
iiai)ie  to  exactly  tlie  same  changes  of 
eolonr  as  the  external.  Yon  know  that, 
if  a  person  die  from  strangulation,  the 
surface  of  the  body  will  perhaps  be  of  a 
dark  eolonr,  more  or  less  red ;  whereas,  if 
he  be  bled  to  death,  he  will  become  pale. 
Now  wc  arc  to  {generalize  these  chnny:e!», 
and  be  prepared  to  expect  circumstances 
quite  analofons  in  the  inner  surface. 

Caij$rs  of  increated  redtuss — 'f'hcn,  if  wo 
look  at  the  stomach  during  digestion,  or  if 
we  look  at  the  upper  part  of  Ae  inner 
surface  of  the  small  intestines  daring  chy 
lilication,  when  their  great  function  is 
going  on,  we  shall  find  tlie  parts  redder 
than  at  any  other  time.  This,  of  course, 
will  occur  at  different  periods  «»f  thr  (?;n', 
according  to  the  Sorter  or  longer  tiuie 
that  has  elapsed  since  food  was  tuen  into 
llie  mouth.  Anv  obstruction  to  thr  retm  n 
of  the  blood  will  make  these  parts  redder 
than  they  should  be,  and  perhaps  darker. 
Ha^morrliage  may  take  place  fr<»m  the 
inner  snrfaec  of  the  stomach,  or  from  tlie 
inner  surioce  of  the  intestines,  lh>m  the 
gnat  aoeumnlation  of  blood ;  and  as  im- 
pediment^  to  tlu-  circulation  are  reiy 
common  just  before  death,  yon  more  tte- 
qnently  than  not  find  theee  inner  tanftwet 
red  and  daxk-oolonind— at  any  rate  par. 
tially. 

Colour  iitfluenced  by  the  deeompotition  and 
iituation  of  the  body. — I  believe  I  mentioned 
formeriv.  hcti  sjieukinn;  of  thr  dfceptire 
appearauccH  with  regard  to  intiummation, 
that  yon  may  prodoee  these  dieagee  at 

your  pleas'ire,  aecordincfly  a-;  vnii  i  xarnine 
a  body  a  longer  or  a  shorter  time  after 
death,  having  first  placed  a  certain  part  in 
a  dependent  situation,  so  that  the  blood 
may  prravitate  in  a  certain  direction.  If 
you  place  a  certain  portion  of  the  intes- 
tines in  a  dependent  situation,  lower  tha« 
the  rest,  the  blood  will  of  course  gravitate 
to  it  i  and  if  you  allow  a  Icmg  period  to 
occur  before  you  eanmine  them  again,  ac< 
cording  to  tne  length  of  that  period— 

2  L 
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and  Ihe  quaulilv  ol  blood  in  tlic  body,  will 
you  6nd  tbem  darker. 

From  the  natural  arrangement  of  the 
parts,  you  will  generally  find  that  those 
porUous  of  the  intestines  which  are  in  tibe 
pelvis  are  of  a  darker  colour  Uian  the 
others;  and  yon  finrl  that  the  posterior 
surface  of  the  stomach  is  duiker  thuu  the 
anterior,  merely  fh>m  the  gravitation  of 
the  blond ;  and  of  c<»urse  darker  and  darker 
will  the  appearance  be,  according  to  the 
len^  of  time  before  yon  make  the  exa- 
mination. If  the  examination  be  dehiyed 
for  a  q;reat  length  of  time,  so  that  decom- 
position takes  place  in  any  degree,  and  the 
blood  is  allowed  to  transude  from  the 
blood-ve«;se!s,  thn»u%'h  the  different  coats, 
you  will  see  extensive  patches  of  red*  and 
yon  will  cee  stains  alonor  the  oonne  of  the 
vein-?,  just  as  you  observe  on  the  external 
ftitriace ;  and  if  a  still  longer  period  trans- 
pires, you  wiU  have  the  whole  of  the  parts 
red  together.  If  the  blood  completely 
transudes  from  the  vessels,  it  will  dve  the 
whole  iiubstanee ;  and  from  the  s«ilid  por- 
tions being  decomposed— melted  down  into 
a  mass,  you  will  actually  find  more  fluid 
than  the  blood  itself  will  aflbid. 

Nttttirul  eoitntr  at  varioiu  periads  t>f'  life.^ 
In  piiJ^iins  in  whom  the  inlesiin»"s  have 
been  d  seased  during  life,  you  will  find 
them  of  a  paler  hue  lower  down  than 
higher  np.  The  lower  down  you  exa- 
mine them,  the  greater  generally  i**  the 
paleness,  i  hev  are  also  pale  in  youth,  and 
in  the  yonng  adult  period ;  but  in  the  foetus 
these  ver\'  parts  are  nalnrallv  of  a  n\<.y  hue, 
and  in  old  age  tb^  arc  of  an  a&h  colour, 
and  not  only  so  but  the  reins  are  seen  to 
be  very  large.  These  are  the  chief  vaiie. 
tics  as  to  colour. 

Hdativt  thickness  and  cttmiilency  of  the 
MHeoiw  meinArane.— But  we  most  tecolleet 
that  there  are  different  anp^nintnees  like- 
wise in  regard  to  thickness;  that  the  mu- 
cous membrane  is  naturally  thickest  in  the 
duodenum,  and  thinnest  in  the  colon  •  and 
that  the  mere  circumstance  of  an  accumu- 
lation of  biood  jnst  bdbre  death,  or  after 
that  event,  will  occasion  it  to  ap]M?ar 
tliicker  than  it  shfuild  be  wiilmnt 
any  di««a!»e  of  thai  partieular  part;  while 
it  always  appears  thinner  in  pen»ons  who 
die  in  a  state  of  antemia,  who  arc  bk  d  to 
death,  or  who  have  not  rallied  a  little  for 
some  time  befbre  death,  or  who  die  snd* 
denly  i  niaciated.  There  is  a  great  dif- 
ference too  iu  the  consistence  of  the  mucous 
membnuie  in  different  parts  t  generally 
those  which  are  by  nature  thickest  are  also 
by  nntnre  firmest 

At  the  pyloric  end  of  the  stomach  you 
will  find  the  mucous  membrane  always 
thicker  in  health,  and  more  consistent, 
than  at  the  other  extreriitios;  and  it  is 
a  natural  dreomstance  for  the  mnoons 


membrane  to         off  in  the  largest  por- 
tions from  the  inner  surface  of  the  stomach. 
CmiMfrnrt/  injlueneed  by  the  perind  at  vhick 

it  (>  fiaiu'iiuil  til'tr  death,  S'r. — Thccon>is. 

teocy  of  the  mucous  membrane  varies  ac. 
cording  to  the  time  at  which  you  make 
the  examination;  it  always  becomes  Ics^ 
in  proportion  as  time  ela})ves  after  death, 
and  more  particularly  if  the  surface  of  the 
stomach  be  exposed  to  the  air.  If  it  bare 
immediate  contact  with  the  air,  it  loses  it«{ 
consistency  much  quicker  than  it  other- 
wise wonld. 

Influence  of  the  frantric  Juice. — It  is  also 
exceedingly  variable  according  to  the  <|uan- 
tity  of  tjastric  juice  which  the  stomach 
contains;  for  it  will  soften  the  inner  sur- 
face, and  indeed  the  wlinU'  stomach.  This 
softened  state  has   beta  iteen  very  fre- 
quently in  persons  who  have  died  iii  per. 
feet  hi  alth.     Where  they  have  been  sud- 
denly destroyed  by  mechanical  violence,  or 
by  any  ? iolence  not  acting  till  the  moment 
of  death,  the  raucous  membrane  of  th« 
stomach  has  bceti  found  softened;  wlu  rea'j, 
in  persons  who  have  been  weak,  and  in 
whom  yon  wonld  suppose  sncfa  softening 
might  occur  from  disease,  you  eontitnm?!y 
find  no  such  appearances.     It  has  ab>u 
been  found,  that  not  merely  the  mncouji 
membrane,  but  the  wliolc  of  the  ct>ais  of 
the  stomach  together,  have  been  softened 
under  these  circumstances,  and  even  perfo- 
ration has  taken  place,  and  still  farther 
effects  liave  been  observed  in  the  viscera,  by 
its  immediate  ccmtact  v^  ith  the  part  iu 
which  perforation  took  place.    It  wan  on 
this  aeciTunt  <?npposed  by  John  finnter, 
that  the  gastric  juice  will  not  act  on  a 
living  part,  but  that  it  has  the  power  of 
acting  on  ilead  animal  substances,  and 
therefore  will  af  t  on  the  stomach  when 
life  is  no  longer  ahlo  lo  resist  it.  There 
has  been  a  great  <litVi  rence  of  opinion  «>n 
this  point.     When  it  was  first  pro?»iul- 
gated  it  was  doubted  —it  was  atterwards  Ihj- 
lieved;  but  many  French  writers  again  donbt 
it,  tliough  I  lielieve  we  have  no  trood  iv.i»rin 
to  suppose  it  doubtful,  when  you  con- 
sider that  the  parts  of  the  stomach  with 
which  the  fluid  comes  in  contact  are  sof. 
tenetl  at  the  •^nriir  time  ;  and  it  is  sintrnlar 
that  this  softt  innL(  particularly  takes  place 
at  the  posterior  part,  where  the  gastric 
juice  mnst  ehiefly  have  c:t>ne.    Thus  we 
may  have  considerable  morbid  appearances 
without  any  previous  disease,  simply  from 
the  effect  of  the  ga«itrir  juice ;  at  least,  it 
is  considered,  that  when  the  stomach  is 
softened,  whether  the  indiridual  wai  in 
health  before, or  d  ie«l  from  an  affection  of  the 
stomach,  and  whether  it  is  at  the  posterior 
end  of  the  stomach  or  not,  and  wlit  tlu  r  at 
the  perforation  the  parts  are  rubbed  off  or 
not,  we  may  be  ju^^ified  in  saying  that  the 
apjK-arauces  are  the  effect  simply  of  death. 
Jtypertivphu  of  thetiHuo«t ^/(Vfak^Msny 
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morbid  appciinuxcfi  in  tia-  inlestinfs  take 
place,  pttrticnlaily  in  the  mucous  follicles. 
Nou  -^^ f  art'  to  nincmber,  that  in  children 
tile  uiucou:»  follicles  are  more  distinct 
Aan  in  adtdta  —  proportionately.  Yon 
will  rvnu'inbcr,  iu  rega:d  to  hNi)ertrophy 
of  the-  heart,  i  mentioned  that  the  walls  of 
the  left  ventricle  are  naturally  thicker 
in  children  than  in  adults,  and  mauy  parts 
in  rliilr^rrn  bnvc  been  siii)po8ed  to  be  hy- 
pertruphied  ulicu  the  greater  proportionate 
tluckncas  of  tbem  was  dmply  a  natural 
circumstance.  Now  the  mucous  fol!i(  U  s, 
as  I  have  observed,  are  much  more  dis 
tinct  in  children  than  in  adults;  in  fact, 
in  adults  in  health  they  are  not  particu- 
larly excoptina^  in  the  iMNum  and 
duodcuum,  and  sumctiiues,  uguiii,  ai  llic 
lower  part  of  the  ileum;  hut  iu  children 
they  are  generally  distinct  enough  through 
the  leugUi  and  breadth  of  the  iatestiues. 
*rhese  mneotts  folUclee  are  often  seen  to  he 
very  large  after  diarrhopu,  und  other  dis- 
exL^cs  \Yhi(  h  ure  attended  by  au  irriltitiou 
iu  the  alimentary  canal;  but  sometimes 
they  certainly  a  1  ^  try  large  without  our 
Itnowiuj;  that  the  individual  Ii.t!  •^nflVrcd 
any  prcfiuus  diseaM:  of  the  alimentary 
oanaL 

J iiflfiiniudlion    inctu    iiol    /an-'    r  7  w  after 

tleatk. — 'i'herc  can  be  no  doubl  that  a  de- 
gree of  inflammation  mav  exist  in  the  ali- 
mentary canal  durini;  life,  and  leave  no 
marks  after  death.  It  may  happen  that 
the  bleedings  which  were  instil uted  hare 
taken  away  the  redness  of  the  part,  and 
Irft  it  perfectly  pale,  althoin^h  the  jiowers 
of  life  were  destroyed  by  the  di.scaiie,  and 
In  some  eases  hy  the  ivinedies ;  hnt  it  is 
possible  for  the  disease  to  kill,  and  yet  no 
redness  may  be  disrorered  after  death. 
We  see  a  similar  tM;currenec  npon  the  sur- 
foce  of  the  body,  when  patients  have  had 
erysiprln*^  at  the  tiuic  <»f  death.  It  is  not 
uncommon  to  see  the*  parts  far  less  red 
than  during  life ;  and  perhaps  they  are  not 
red  at  all.  Airnin,  ^i-  see  that  redness 
may  exist  iu  all  these  parts  without  any 
inmunmatioo  whntefer— ^t  it  may  be 
the  result  «f  deeompotitioo,  or  of  some 
uiechnnical  impediment  If  the  rrfbiPss 
be  of  au  iuUaiiuiiuiory  uu lure,  or  if  ii  have 
heen  produced  by  in'dammaSion,  it  ought 
to  exist  in  the  minute  vessels  ;  but  ^t'lU  it 
is  to  be  remembered  that  redness  may 
occur  theie  as  well  as  in  the  large  ones, 
from  mechanical  obstruction.  If  the  red- 
ncs««  exist  onlv  iu  the  larpcr  vessels,  it  is 
mere  congestion,  which  nniy  arise  from 
many  causes  independent  of  i'nllammation. 
If  you  see  mere  over  distention  of  the  large 
vetisels,  that  caunut  be  coniiidered  in- 
flamniation^if  it  be,  it  ought  to  exist  in 
the  rainntc  vessels;  bat  stiJl,  althougli  it 
does  exist  there,  that  is  not  a  suMcient 
icason  for  its  being  inflamniatioa.  When 


the  redness  arises  from  inflammation,  the 
large  vessels  may  be  uver-di.stciidcd  too; 
but  in  intlamtnalion,  tlic  small  \esscls  are 
first  overcharged,  and  ultimately  the  large; 
whereas,  in  mechanical  obstruction,  the 
large  vessels  are  first  OTCtchaiged,  and 
ultimately  the  small. 

ParU  umieh  llWrednmitray  affect, — Now  in 
vei^ffd  to  redness,  it  may  afiect  the  mucous 
wembrftne  simply  in  its  continuous  surface, 
it  may  utlect  the  villous  coat,  it  may  affect 
the  foUieles,or  itmay  affect  two  or  three  of 
these  ])art.«!  together.  1  f  it  afl'ect  merely  the 
villous  coat,  you  have  simule  red  points, 
and  it  is  in  the  stomach  and  lower  part  of 
the  ileum  that  you  chiefly  find  this  in- 
flammatory redness.  This  redness  is  of  all 
degrees  ttf  shade.  The  villous  coat  mav  be 
transparent  or  not  If  it  be  the  foUtdea 
which  are  inilamed  and  red,  there  arc  fn*- 
qucntly  red  circles  around  them,  and 
I)erhap9  also  on  the  summit  Then  if 
these  widen  and  form  a  V) -r  lor,  you  haTC 
the  follicles  of  an  uniform  redness. 

Hyperiiophi/  and  iuduralun  iff  the  mucatu 
membrane.  —  The  mucous  merahiane  Is 
.sometimes  found  thickened,  and  some- 
times it  is  firmer  than  usual,  and  will  peel 
off  in  large  portions.  If  this  occur  any 
where,  it  is  sure  to  be  met  with  in  the 
stomach  and  large  intestines.  When  it  is 
hypertropbied,  sometimes  it  is  as  smooth 
as  usual ;  but  sometimes  it  occurs  more  at 
one  spot  than  at  another,  and  you  will  have 
the  mucous  membrane  exceedingly  rough 
—that  is  to  say,  the  hypertropbied  parts 
being' very  partial,  the  nu  inbrane  becomes 
rugged ;  it  is  polished  enough,  but  still  it 
gives  a  feeling  of  mggednem;  it  has  de- 
pre>i>ions  and  cle\ations.  Sometimes  the 
hypertrophy  is  such,  that  portions  hang 
into  the  canal ;  vuu  have  it  really  iu  pro- 
cesses. AVhen  It  is  hyjiertrophied  tnere 
are  vririnns  degrees  of  coiT^istt-ncVi  and  va 
rioub  degrees  uf  colour.  Sumettmes  witli 
the  hypertrophy  thoc  is  great  irritation, 
and  a  great  accumulation  of  blood.  Occa- 
sionally  you  will  have  hypertrophy  of  the 
villosum,  and  sometimes  only  of  the  folli- 
cles ;  the  follicles  will  be  enlarged.  When 
the  latter  occurrence  takes  place,  some- 
times the  orifices  of  the  follicles  will  di- 
minish ;  and  if  they  diminisb,  th^  will 
at  last  close,  or  nearly  so,  and'  then 
the  secretion  accumulates  beneath,  and 
dropsy  takes  place.  If  the  contents 
happen  to  be  solid,  of  course  you  can- 
not nppl}  the  word  dro])sy  ;  bnt  'the  folli- 
des  oxe  disteuded  with  a  Mift,  thiu,  carious 
s  u  bstance.  Occasionally  the  mouth  of  the 
follicles  increases  very  much  :  sometimes 
they  increase  by  ulceration,  and  these  over, 
grown  follicles  are  genotdly  seen,  like  all 
"ther  morbid  appearances,  at  the  lower 
part  of  the  iieum^  where  the  ileum  ends  in 
the  colon. 
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Hjfpertrcphjif  of  the  $ub-mucou$  cdlular  uum' 
ftrant;— Sometimes  it  it  not  the  mncoai 
nemtmuie  which  is  hy|*ertmphied,  hut  the 

cellular  memhrane  under  it — the  sub  mu- 
cous cellular  membrane ;  and  occasionally 
it  becomes  rery  bulky,  or  very  hard,  and 
falls  Into  a  state  of  scirrhns,  and  l)eenmrs 
as  hard  as  cartilage.  'I'he  disease  which 
is  called  sciirhns,  a  speeifie  indnratinn  and 
hypertrophy.  fn'<|ni  ntly  takes  placf.  Some 
times  when  it  has  hej^un  there,  the  nn  m- 
brane  on  the  othi*r  side  becomes  hypcriTo- 
phiedtoo;  but  I  believe  that  wbVn  seir- 
rhn<?  nfTeet-^  thi'  alimentary  canal,  it  i?<  thf* 
cellular  uuuibrane  under  the  mucous  mem- 
brane whieh  it  first  attacked.  The  other 
coats  will  sometimes  remain  healtliy  for  a 
great  length  of  time,  but  hypertrophy,  ul- 
ceration, and  other  diseases,  may  take 
place. 

This  particular  nffection  of  the  sub-cel- 
lular  membrane  is  very  commonly  seen  at 
the  pylorus,  but  it  seldom  takes  place  ex. 
crpt  after  fhe  middle  jveriod  of  life  has 
passed,  la  tliis  affection  it  is  common  for 
the  orifice  of  the  pyloras  to  lessen ;  and  the 
stomach  b»  hind  fre<jucntly  ae«piires  an  im- 
mense size  in  such  a  case  as  this.  If  hy- 
pertrophy and  induration,  true  scirrhus, 
takes  place  in  the  small  intestines,  it  gene- 
rally gives  rise  to  strict nr«' :  the  canal  of 
the  intestines  where  it  may  be  situated 
will  be  diaiinish^,  so  that  strictnn  it  the 
oottMqaenoe.  You  may  hare  a  stricture 
tram,  other  causes,  but  this  is  a  frequent 
wtmee  of  it  This  ehanffe  is  rarer  in  the 
small  intestines  than  in  the  stomach,  and 
rarer  in  any  part  of  the  large  intestines 
than  m  the  rectum:  the  rectum  comes 
next  to  tlie  stomach  in  point  of  fyeqoeacy 

of  lliis  a'Tri  rion. 

AtTouhy  »J  the  alimentary  canal. — Occa- 
sionally the  rereme  change  takes  place; 
instead  of  the  alimentaiy  eanal  beinjr  hy- 
pertrophied,it  will  become  atrophied— lie- 
come  much  thinner  than  natural.  The 
coats  will  waste  away — 1  do  not  mean  be 
destroyed —but  they  will  become  thinner 
and  thinner,  so  that  the  alimentaiy  canal 
becomes  qnite  transparent  Atrophy  most 
ci»mmoiily  ni  firs  at  tin-  sjilcnii  end  of  the 
stomach,  aud  ues.t  to  that  at  the  lower  end 
of  thetlemii. 

Sojtetiwff. — Then,  again,  these  parts  some- 
times soften  ;  and  it  is  the  mucous  mem  ■ 
braiif  which  is  must  frequently  the  seat  uf 
this  disease;  it  will  become  qaiti  pulpy. 
There  are  all  detjrees  of  s(»ftness,  till  it  is 
absolutely  lost ;  and  the  disease  exists  in 
various  directions.  When  the  mnenns 
membrane  becoirrs  softened,  sometimes 
the  colour  is  i|uiie  natural,  sometimes  it 
becomes  pale,  sometimes  it  is  a  dead  white, 
and  sometimes  it  is  blue,  just  as  you  will 
reeolleet  is  the  caw  in  the  bmin.  *T  point 
id  out  that  when  the  brain  is  softened, 


there  is  sometimes  great  blueness  of  the 
parts  all  around.  The  change  of  colour 
in  the  intestines  is  sometimes  prodnoed  by 

the  loss  of  vital  <-n«-nr  ,  and  sometimes  it 
is  the  result  of  intiammation.  This  soften- 
ing is  very  common  afkercbnmiediseasi^^ 
after  phthisis,  for  example;  and  st)me 
times,  where  we  find  this  to  liave  been  very 
great,  there  has  been  nothing  moretimn 
anorexia,  loss  of  appetite,  an<l  some  degree 
of  indigestion.  It  is  common  to  find  this 
state  where  persons  have  been  dyspeptic. 

This  affection  is  in  other  respects  siml* 
lar  to  the  snftenitTc:  '>f  the  bruin  Oi-ra 
sionally  it  is  acute,  tai^cs  ulace  rapidly  and 
•nddeiily;  and  occasionally  it  oppcaia  to 
be  a  very  chnmir  rhaniT'  .  When  it  takes 
place  as  an  acutt;  aflvclioo,  there  is  gene- 
rally a  red  tongne  and  vomfting;  hot 
sometimes  I  have  seen  it  where  the  patient 
a  short  time  before  was  in  perfect  nealth. 
The  same  circumi^tauce  has  been  observed 
both  with  regard  to  the  stomach  and  intes- 
tines. Sometimes  in  tlic  case  of  the  iQ« 
testines  the  di-RtiM;  follows  diarrhcea. 

OMaHnma  softening. — Now  diis  softening, 
thongh  it  is  most  usual  in  the  mucous 
membrane,  may  extend  to  all  the  coats, 
and  the  intestines  may  look  just  like  jelly. 
At  first  eii^t  they  may  appear  healthy,  but 
win  TT  v'>M  romc  to  examine  them,  yon  find 
them  iikc  no  much  jelly.  This  general 
tofteiiing  of  the  stonmdi  is  most  mqnent 
in  the  splenic  end.  and  I  prcsnme  that  very 
frequently  it  really  is  the  result  of  the  ope- 
ration of  the  gastric  juict>;  bat  Aat, lima* 
gine,  is  only  one  cause  of  the  disease. 
C'ruveilhier  fia"*  given  .some  trood  represen- 
tations of  this  disease,  lu  these  cases  you 
may  bmsh  the  membrane  all  away.  This 
pofTrning  is  not  to  be  ascri!)ed  to  any  de- 
eoiuposition  of  the  part.  In  the  case  oT 
the  stomach,  no  donht  it  will  arise  frtaa  tha 

gastric  jniee ;  l)iitifit  oecnr  in  '^lli-  r  parts 
of  the  alimentary  canal,  it  niu.st  be  sup- 
posed to  have  taken  place  during  life ; 
lor  the  intestines  do  not  become  soft  by 
decomposition  nnless  a  considerable  de- 
gree of  time  has  elapsed.  I'he  brain  wiii 
soon  become  soft,  hot  the  intestines  retain 
their  eonsistmey  for  a  considend)!'  time. 

EiperimeHt${cith  Gailric  Juice. — 8«»me  ex. 
perimentiweremadeat  Stntgard,  in  1818, 
(at  least  cases  were  published  there,)  upon 
the  effect  of  the  gastric  ju'ce  in  producing 
this  softening;  where  animals  were  ex- 
amined before  pntreftotion  had  Uknk 
place,  and  the  softness  ^vns  «;('rn  in  many 
cats  and  dogs,  so  that  it  amaiu-ed  to  arise 
ftwn  the  gastric  jnice.  If  they  were  al- 
lowed to  remain  till  putrefat-tinn  hat\ 
taken  place,  even  then  there  was  not  more 
soften  in '4  than  in  those  which  were  ex- 
amined sooner.  The  fluid  taken  from  the 
inner  stirfaee  of  the  stomachs  of  two  chil 
drcn  who  had  died  with  this  softened  statu 


Digitized  by  Google 


MOBBID  APPEARANCES  IN  DISEASES  OP  THE  STOMACH.  617 


of  the  mucous  membruac,  was  introduced 
into  the  stomach  of  tome  dead  aduits,  find 
it  soon  caused  a  solution  nf  the  solids; 
whereas,  whan  it  was  pat  into  the  stomach 
of  «  live  rabit,  it  had  no  effect.  I  con- 
sider this  a  g^reat  confirmation  of  John 
Hunter's  opinion— that  t)\h  snC^p^iu^  of 
the  stomach  is  mainly  attniaiiublt'  to 
death.  But  it  is  said/ that  i  the  eighth 
pair  of  nerves  was  diviiUd  so  tluit  the 
powers  of  the  stomach  were  impaired,  then 
the  gastric  juice  occasioned  sofleninf  ex- 
actly us  it  did  in  dead  animals.  If  tliese 
experiments  were  correct,  they  were  ex- 
ceedingly carious. 

Sojiening  tmetmn  the  result  nf  lit/lamma* 
tion. — There  can  be  no  doubt  that  cMiumMn 
softening  of  the  stomach  and  aiiuicutuiy 
canal  is  sometimes  the  result  of  inflamma. 
ttfui,  because  we  see  symptoms  of  gastritis 
during  life,  and  we  see  signs  of  inflamma. 
tion  alter  death.  But  gemtinoos  softening 
of  the  stomach  is  frequently  seen  in  chil- 
dren who  have  not  suffered  fnim  iiiflau) 
mution,  but  who  have  been  in  a  gc-ueial 
ill  state  of  health — who  have  been  weaned 
when  they  were  not  able  to  bear  it,  and 
who  have  not  been  supj^lied  with  2>ropt;r 
food  afterwards.  Thus  it  appears  ooea. 
sionally  in  a  cachi^f  tir  tHte,  ami  vtrv  often 
the  parts  all  around  are  perfectly  healtliy. 

UUentUni.-^l  will  now  say  a  few  words 
rc«i)ecting  ulceration  of  the  alimentary 
canal.  This  is  found  most  fruquttitly  in 
the  two  lower  lifths  of  Uic  ileum  j  and 
with  lespeet  to  the  large  intestine^  it  is 
seen  more  frequently  in  the  e:rcum  than 
in  other  parts.  It  is  seen  more  frequently 
In  the  stomach  than  the  jejunum  or  duo- 
diTTurn,  but  it  is  seen  in  \M  ]i arts  of  the 
ileum  more  frequently  than  iu  tbestimmch, 
and  it  is  seen  more  irequently  in  all  parts 
of  the  large  intestines  than  in  tlie  two 
upper  fifths  of  the  ileum.  This  iilr^  nition 
niuy  exist  in  the  centre  of  injlaninmlnry 
spotSf  or  in  the  centre  of  red  patches. 
Someiiiiips  wc  find  «lilTus((l  r<<hiess,  A 
long  tmcl  of  the  intestines  will  be  red,  and 
we  observe  ulceration  here  and  tfiere. 
Occasionally  ulceration  occurs  in  j)arls 
more  or  less  melted  down,  and  frequently 
it  takes  plaee  in  hypertrophied  folficlce— 
both  the  solttaria  and  ogurn  gata. 

With  rejrard  to  the  solitaria,  when  they 
enlai^  and  do  not  discharge  their  con- 
tents, they  become  di'^tended  and  are  more 
or  Ic  sv  firm,  so  that  tluy  ac(juire  a  conical 
appcuranoe;  they  then  lose  their  conical 
lonn  and  nave  a  central  depression  <m 
their  top,  exactly  liVi  a  variolous  pustule. 
Their  orifices  sometimes  simply  eularge, 
sometimes  they  nloenite  down  merely  to 
the  level  of  the  mneous  meni1»r:i!te,  and 
sometimes  they  ulcerate  below  it;  and 
then,  if  they  run  into  each  other,  you  bare 
«  IHghtfiil.akeiatioii.  Of  coone  the  ulee- 


ration  may  go  on  till  the  aiuuentaiy  canal 
is  perfomted— till  then  is  a  way  throngh 
it  intn  the  cavity  of  tlieperiti>neum.  T  1. 
ceration,  like  softening,  may  be  an  acute 
or  chronic  affection. 

Occasionally  we  see  nlcemtioii  in  the 
midst  of  g^nprrene.  Gangrene  is  a  rare 
occurrence  in  these  parts,  but  occasionally 
there  is  ulceration  and  gangrene  aU 
annind 

iSoiue  tunes  we  see  ulceration  of  scrofu* 
lous  tubercles.  There  are  scrofulous  tu. 

bercles  tleposited  under  the  mucous  coat  in 
tl»e  cellular  membrane,  and  sometimes  we 
see  them  under  the  periUmeal  coat  and 
cellular  membrane.  In  this  situation  they 
will  enlarge,  ulcerate,  and  go  through  the 
same  process  as  in  the  lungs.  It  is  rare  to 
find  tnem  ulcerate  outwuds  toward  the 
peritoneum,  hut  I  have  Seen  a  f  w  in- 
stances of  this  occurrence.  Most  frequently 
the  tubercles  ulcerate  through  the  mucous 
membrane  into  the  intestines.  This  is 
•.ometimcs  seen  in  ]ibt1)ivis.  There  has 
l>eeii  a  minute  abscess  m  tiie cellular  mem- 
brane under  the  mucou%  and  the  latter 
has  ulcerated  thniugh. 

Ulceration  is  seldom  the  effect  of  acute 
inflammation  of  the  stomach,  but  it  is  a 
common  rr  nit  f  inflammation  of  the  in- 
testines. The  ulceration  is  sometimes  soli- 
tar)-;  yon  see  only  one  ulcer,  but  some* 
times  there  is  an  infinite  number;  in  the 
stomach,  however,  they  are  seldom  nurae- 
rttus.  They  are  of  all  sizes,  and  tiicy  take 
all  directions;  some  extend  down  the 
course  of  tlie  canal,  and  some  transverfvely. 
Tlxeu,  as  to  the  edges,  you  iind  them  jui»t 
as  vsjioua  Sometimes  they  aie  natural,^ 
sometimes  they  are  very  thiek,  s«»metimes 
they  are  very  hard,  and  sometimes  they 
are  very  soft 

The  nature  of  both  ulcerations  depends 
upon  the  depth  of  the  ulccr.  If  only  the 
uiueous  menibrune  be  ulcerated  through, 
the  case  is  very  different  from  what  it  wonla 
be  if  the  cellular  and  mns<  ulur  rout*;  ^  vre 
ulcerated  too;  for  then  you  would  have 
peritonitis.  There  is  no  proportion  be< 
t\\re^^  the  depth  and  the  length  of  die  nl* 
ceratiou*  * 

The  intestine  between  the  nkemtions  is 
in  all  conditions.  Sometimes  it  is  healthy, 
sometimes  it  is  unhealthy.  Not  only  the 
mucous,  but  the  cellular  coat  andemeatb, 
varies  much  as  to  its  condition. 

Now  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  these 
ulcers  will  heal  just  like  ulceration  in 
other  parts  of  the  body.  You  will  every 
now  and  then  find  an  ulcer  in  the  intt  ? 
tines  iu  various  stages.  Some  are  oueu 
uleen,  some^ave  half  eioatrixed,  and  otlien 
arc  entirely  cicatrized.  You  will  find  por- 
tions of  the  intestines  which  have  evidditlr 
been  in  a  state  of  nlcemtion»  bntwhicn 
have  hcaleds  and  it  is  vciy  intoesting  t» 
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meet  w  ith  an  ulcer  half  healed,  for  then 
there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  nature  of  the 
affection. 

Prrjnrutwn.  —  Per'^ons  are  sometimes 
found,  after  death,  to  have  au  ulceration 
in  the  intestines,  or  stomach,  u-ho  were  not 
known  to  he  particularlv  ill  flurinc:  li^"'*- 
'fbey  bare  had  some  little  illuehs,  but  per- 
bap»  no  one  knew  of  it*— tbey  were  in  an- 
parent  health  when  they  were  suddcmy 
seized  with  violent  pain  in  the  abdonvn, 
and  have  died  from  perforation  hiiviug 
token  place  and  peritonitis  having  been 
set  up.  Occasional! V  tlii^  t.ikes  place 
where  the  patient  is  Ubouring  under  some 
other  disease,  that  disease  not  having  been 
known  to  exist  in  the  abdomen  ;  but  more 
frequently  it  occurs  where  persons  have 
mflefed  a  gastro-enterltic  aifection.  llfere 
softening  will  produce  a  perforationf  jnst 
as  uk'eration  will  do;  and  .sometimes  a 
slough  will  give  rise  to  the  same  circum- 
stance, though  that  is  vcrv  rare. 

Tu  l>i  ntf's,  perforation  h^s  taken  place, 
or  the  <  <>ais  have  ftumetimes  lost  their  con« 
tinuit y  by  distention,  occasioned  by  ga.s.seB. 
In  horses  it  ha>  hi  en  knov\  n  ti>  take  place 
in  conscnuence  of  vomiting,  becau.se  vo. 
miting  will  not  occur  in  them  unless  there 
he  such  a  violent  clfitwt  as  ii  (lnn<;erottft  to 
nnintnl  life.  It  ha*?  fKTurred  in  linman 
beings  when  the  stomach  has  been  dis- 
eased :  if  the  stomach  be  thin,  mere  romit- 
int;  Ins  sometimes  caused  perforation. 

i^erforations  from  these  various  causes 
are  seen  most  commonly  in  the  stomadi 
and  the  lower  end  of  the  organ.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  tliat  some  perforations 
take  nlace  after  death,  but  when  tlicy  do 
not,  tnere  is  generallv  riolcnt  peritonitis. 

lilnws  on  the  abaomcn  will  sometimes 
rupture  the  stumach  and  intestines.  You 
would  sappose,  that  in  all  cases  where 
violent  peritonitis  took  place  from  this  rir- 
cumstauce,  the  contents  of  the  stomach 
would  be  effused ;  but  that  is  not  the  case. 
It  is  said  that  sonu  tinus  (hut  I  believe  the 
ca5es  must  be  very  rare,  at  least  I  hnw 
never  met  with  one)  very  httle  unu 
tion  hiUH  beeu  produced,  and  only  i  hronic 
peritonitis.  Somctinn'^  tlit-  opening  has 
Decn  ciimpletely  blocked  up  by  nature, 
thfongh  a  piece  of  omentum  or  something 
else,  and  no  mischief  has  ot  carred.  .'^ome- 
tim^  adJiesions  have  taken  place,  and  a 
fistulous  opening  has  been  the  consequence, 
so  that  some  jR-rsons  have  dischatxi"!  the 
gastric  juice  from  their  stomach,  w  hile 
others  have  had  an  artifidal  anus.  You 
know  that,  in  the  case  of  the  rectum, 
these  perfomtions  will  occur,  and  we  have 
what  is  called  jUtula  in  uho.  Sometimes 
one  portion  of  utcstine  will  perforate  into 
another.  Tw  n  portions  lie  together,  natnrc 
produces  au  aohesion,  the  one  becomes 
perforated,  and  an  opening  takes  place 


into  the  fellotv  convolution.  Occasionally 
the  intestinal  canal  has  been  seen  perfo 
rated  from  without.  When  an  auscess 
oecnrs  in  the  liver,  or  a  stone  from  the 
ducts  or  gall-bladder  has  got  into  the  in. 
testines,  these  parts  will  beoome  perforated 
fifiin  \^  ithout.  ^'rtnnns  tumors  have  been 
known  to  ulcerate  into  tlie  intestines. 

ACUTE  CASTRITI'^. 

Sumptmns. —  (iu-sthtis,  or  intlammation 
of  the  stomach,  is  characterizcil  by  an 
acute  and  eonstant  pain  at  the  pit  of  the 
stomach.  This  pain  is  iucrcssed  on  the 
slightest  pressure,  and  it  is  likewise  in- 
creased on  swallowing  any  thii^;  parti* 
culnrly  if  it  ho  hot,  <tr  aerid.  Thrre  is 
jj^enerally  also,  provided  the  disease  is  vio- 
lent, a  great  sense  of  tightneit  acnus 
these  parts.  The^c  svmptomsarisesimply 
from  the  locality  nf  the  inflammation,  but 
tliere  are  cthns  dt  pendent  on  the  function 
of  the  part  \^  hich  is  infltmed.  Yon  have 
nausea,  retching,  and  even  voroitin?  it- 
self i  especially  when  any  thing  is  swal 
lowed.  Sometimes  you  mive  aliw  hiccnpa 
— singultus.  Thereis  generally  experienced 
a  bum  i  ng sen.sation ,w  li  ich ,  for  the  most  part, 
extends  from  the  iBSophagus,  and  is  felt 
even  in  the  pharynx.  It  is  not  uncommon 
for  the  epigastrium  itself  (the  extem:»l 
portion  of  Uiat  part  of  the  body  in  which 
the  inflammation  resides)  to  *be  hotter 
than  the  rest.    There  is  cfenerallx  thirst, 

great  anxiety,  and  not  unt'requentl^  a  fecl- 
ig  of  great  debility.  The  pulse  is  quick, 
small,  and  jierlmj)-.  hard;  but  «if  course 
there  is  a  great  variety  iu  this  respect,  just 
AS  you  observe  in  inflammation  of  other 
parts. 

Durathm. — The  acntc  form  of  trnstritiji, 
if  it  be  violent  imd  not  speedily  remedied, 
soon  proves  Ihtal. 

FrfSjuentlt)  preceded  bv  S/v/sni*. — Yf.n  are 
carefully  to  remember  that  very  frtHjueuLly 
this  disease  is  preceded  by  merely  a  spas- 
modic pain  of  the  part.  It  is  not  niieoni 
mnn  for  persons  (as  I  shall  mention  parti- 
cularly u  hen  .speaking  of  «  hat  is  called 
"  disorder  of  the  digestive  organs,")  to  bo 
seized  \\it1i  sndden  pain  at  the  pit  of  the 
stomach,  running  through  the  back,  affect- 
ing respiration,  drawing  the  patient  to- 
gether, relieved  perhaps  by  pressn rr  'nt 
any  mtc  not  increased  by  it),  unattended 
by  a  sense  of  heat,  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
l)erhaps  by  a  sense  of  cold,  unatt«  nded  by 
anv  great  thirst ;  and  sf>  far  from  the  pain 
being  increased  by  heat  or  stimuli,  gene- 
rally  it  is  diminished. 

TS<i\^  this  is  evidently  a  state  of  spasm  ; 
but  alter  It  hiks  existed  for  a  longer  or 
shorter  time,  it  very  fre<|a«ntly  (if  it  he 
not  remedied,  or  if  it  dn,  s  n.)t  eease  'jpnn 
tancously)  degenerates  into,  or  givet«  rim 
to,  or  is  followed  hy»  ia&unmation  of  the 
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part.  You  will  then  find  the  treatment 
^ou  were  at  first  adapting  bighljr  iiuuro- 
per:  the  Bdminietrntion  of  ntimuli  does 

barm,  and  if  you  omit  the  eomnion  treat- 
ini  nt  of  iriflammiition,  the  patient  is  rery 
liable  lo  nlip  Uuuu'^h  ;^oiir  fingers. 

Yoa  are  therefore  carefully  to  remember 
that  ynn  mnv  have  two  descriptions  of  |miii 
attacKtng  this  part  uf  the  budy — the  one 
entire] V  spasmodic,  the  other*  inflamma' 
tory;  hut  tliul  the  spasnindic  vert-  fre- 
queutly  tcnoiuatcs  in  ou  iuBauunutorj 
Ktatc. 

Cait^s.— Gastritis  Is  piodiioedt  in  the 

first  |»l!u«\  by  the  comm»m  causes  of  all 
inliiuuinatioui) — cold  applied  to  tlie  budy, 
especially  when  the  body  is  heated;- some- 
times cofd  ajijilied  (i>  the  inner  .sutface  of 
the  stomach  when  the  body  is  ovcr-lieated. 
Sometimes,  when  a  person  is  Tery  hot  and 
takes  cold   drinks,  before  inflammation 
comes  nn  there  is  a  stale  of  extreme  debi- 
lity} oecasiunally  the  power  of  the  sto- 
mach  seems  almost  destroyetl,  the  person 
is  very  faint,  the  jmlsr  is  snuill,  nnd  some- 
times death  euiiues  wiliiout  any  re  action 
faldni^  place.    Yon  will  hear  of  ladies 
dying  suddenly  when  they  hare  been  drink- 
ing cold  water,  or  eating  ices,  while  they 
were  hot.    The  danger  ones  not' arise  sim- 
ply firom  being  hot,  for  the  hotter  you  are 
the  more  gr)od  dm  s  told  do  ;  but  from  the 
person  being  exhausted.    It  is  not  even 
the  simple  drcumstanee  of  sweatinfir  that 
makes  it  daiiirerons  for  a  person  to  po 
into  the  cold  bath*  or  to  roll  himself  in 
the  snow,  whiefa  the  Russians  do  when  there 
is  no  necessity  for  it;  but  it  is  the  circum- 
stnncc  of  tlie  it*dividual  being  rxhanstcd 
that  makes  the  extraction  of  all  stimuli 
dangerous.    If  you  meet  with  a  patient 
who  has  an  aflection  of  the  stcmarh  from 
exhaustion,  the  best  mode  of  treating  it  is 
to       a  hu|pe  dote  of  opium,  together  with 
stiimilaiits.     If  till-  person  ti  . '>vi  r  from 
this  stale,  it  is  possible  that  inflaiuwation 
niaT  not  arise.   Bnt  sometimes,  withont 
such  a  depression  as  this,  the  application 
of  cold  to  the  snrfarf  when  th.r  body  is  ex- 
hausted,  uiav  produce  intlamination,  just 
us  in  other  eases.    The  external  applica- 
tion <»r  «  old  may  produce  inflaniination  of 
the  bowels.    UccaaionaUy  gastritis  is  pro- 
dnced  hy  the  sudden  eessatton  -of  gout 
When  gout  suddenly  ceases  in  nn  extre- 
mity, inflammation  of  the  stomach  will 
occasionally  arise,  and  tliat  of  a  very  dan- 
gerous (haracter.  Hnt  anotlier  state  of  the 
stomach  is  frequently  indueed  under  the<!p 
circum&tanccs,  viz.  a  violent  spasm  ot  the 
pttrto—gaiitrodynia ;  a  state  to  be  treated 
Iierhups  by  brandy.    fJastritis  som>  Tim  n 
occurs  sympathetic  with  an  afl^'tton  uf 
Che  kidney ;  when  th«>  kidner  is  sererely 
afTtTtcil  in  various  ways.    Whm  a  stone  is 
on  its  passage  from  the  kidney,  the  sto. 


maeh  generally  sympathises  so  that  vomit- 
ing occurs,  and  sometimes  real  K^tritin 
takes  place.  It  will  sometimes  anse  tfom 
sympathy  widi  the  state  of  the  womb. 
The  womb,  w  hen  diseased,  fretiucutly  gives 
rise  to  nausta  and  vomiting,  and  some 
times  the  irritation  may  amount  t«  iaflam  ■ 
nnition.  This  state  is  very  often  indueed  hy 
tlie  i)assions  of  liie  luind :  a  sudden  emotion 
of  the  mind,of  uvery  disagreeableeharacter, 
^rcul  grief,  sudden  surprise  of  au  uii|)lea^ 
sunt  diescriptioQ,  a  sudden  and  severe 
shock,  wiQ  sometimes  give  rise  to  a  s]»as. 
modic  pain  here — to  what  is  called  xpaitn, 
of  the  ttom>irh  ;  ai:d  sometimes  to  actual 
gastritis.  Great  fatigue  will  have  tho 
same  efl*ect.  Of  course  it  is  ft  disease  that 
is  easily  produced  by  any  acrid  nmtten 
Many  poisons,  properly  so  called,  produce 
inflammation  of  the  stomach;  bnt  any- 
acrid  matter  whatever,  or  any  stimulus 
properly  so  called — such  as  a  large  dose  of 
cantharides  or  corrosive  subliuuite— or  any 
thing  else  that  can  irritate  the  stomach, 
mnv  <'rrnurse  prodnce  gn'^tritis.  It  orenr» 
Iikcvvii,e  in  other  diseases.  In  fwerh,  gas- 
tritis of  more  or  less  intensity  is  very  com- 
mon.  You  will  recollect  I  nu  iUioned,  that 
in  the  fevers  of  hotcountries  there  is  burn- 
ing heat  at  tlie  pit  of  the  stomach,  deserr- 
ing  the  name  of  active  acute  gastritis. 

AJorbid  Appearances:'^  On  inspe  cting  tho 
stomach  after  death,  the  rethicss  is  very 
seldom  universal ;  it  is  Teiy  seldom  that 
the  whole  of  the  inner  surface  of  the  sto- 
mach is  inflamed.  Sometimes  this  is  the 
case,  but  generally  it  only  takes  place  at  a 
partieidar  part.  When  peritonitis  exists, 
that  jjortion  covering  the  stomach  may  be 
inflamed  the  same  as  any  other  jiarl;  hut 
in  genend  gastritis,  properly  so  called,  in- 
dependent of  inflammation  of  the  perito- 
neum, merely  produces  local  eflects  of  tho 
uncons  membrane  of  the  stomach,  though 
occasionally  it  extends  to  the  cellular 
membrane  between  the  coal:*,  i'his  disease 
tery  seldom  induces  gangrene— I  never 
•aw myself  i  ll  ;i  il  ing;  but  (»ccasionally 
gnnciTene  dues  tuke  place.  Very  scld-'in 
do€»  it  ])roduce  abscess;  but  occasionally 
an  abscess  has  been  Amnd  between  the 
coats  of  the  stomncli.  You  are  more  likely 
to  meet  with  gangrene  of  the  stomach  after 
acrid  substances  have  been  applied,  than 
under  any  other  circumstances.  If  caustic 
substances  have  been  taken,  then  you  may 
expect  gangrene;  a  slough  is  pVoduced, 
whit  ii  may  or  may  not  be  thrown  off. 

Cautions  in  forming  an  ophtion  tis  to  the 
t'uuu. — You  roust  carefully  remember  that 
this  disease  may  arise  flrom  acrid  or  poi« 
S4)nous  umtters,  and  vari<nis  substances,  in- 
troduced into  the  stomach,  with«Mit  vour 
being  able  to  discover  any  trace  of  tficni. 
It  is  very  possible  for  a  patient  to  have 
vomited  every  thing  which  he  took,  or  for 
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the  ingredient  to  have  passed  into  the  in- 
testincs,  and  so  to  have  escaped  from  the 
body,  and  yet  inflammation  may  have  be«n 
induced  snffuii nt  to  destroy  life.  Althoupfh 
it  is  very  possible  that  death  may  ensue 
from  things  taken  into  the  Btonach,  yet 

yell  are  never  justified  in  saying  that  in- 
riammation  of  that  organ— that  the  vari- 
ous morbid  appearances  which  you  see 
thefa»  have  been  owing  to  poison,  nnlen 
you  prove  its  presence — uTif(">-^  \nn  disco- 
ver it  in  what  has  been  vouuied — uule&s 
yon  find  it  contained  in  the  alimentary 
canal,  or  in  what  is  discharged,  or  in  a  ves- 
sel, of  the  ctin tents  of  which  the  patient 
clearly  partook.  If  It  were  not  for  an  ac> 
earate  knowledge  of  this  circumstance, 
yim  might  suspect  that  poison  had  been 
taken  without  there  being  any  justifiable 
reason  for  it  whalerer ;  for  the  appearances 
within  tlie  stomach  may  be  pren'sr' \  the 
same  a.*i  those  induced  by  taking  uoisou  or 
any  injurious  matter,  when  it  is  simply 
common  inflammation  and  the  i  ffeets  of  it. 

Treatment, — As  to  the  treatment  of  the 
disease,  the  first  point  is  undoubtedly  to 
discover  the  cause.  It  is  of  very  great  im- 
|H>rtance  to  know  wlit  tber  the  disen5e  has 
arisen  frtnu  any  ilnug  ta)<en  into  the  sto- 
mach or  not,  because,  if  it  bare,  your  first 
object  must  he  L'itlier  to  effect  its  removal 
or  to  neutralize  it— to  destroy  its  power. 
I  need  not  say  that  the  most  raidy  mode 
of  emptying  the  stomaeli  is  to  einjjloy  a 
stomach-pump :  this  is  much  better  than 
giving  an  emetic,  because  emetics  add  to 
the  initation,  or  they  may  fail.   The  most 

Eowerful  medicines  are  those  of  an  acrid 
ind:  sulphate  of  copper  is  uuc  of  the 
best;  and  next  to  that,  sulphate  of  zinc. 
These  operate  immediately,  and  produce 
little  nausea.  Ipecacuanha  produces  great 
nausea,  and  may  not  efl^ect  the  puqiose 
aHer  all  ;  at  least  there  is  less  probability 
of  its  succeeding  than  sulphate  of  copper. 
When  yon  hare  reoonrae  to  the  stomach- 
pump,  it  would  be  as  weU  to  employ  an 
antidote.  If  a  poi«?nnous  acid  have  neen 
taken,  it  t.s  better  to  pump  in  magnesia 
water  than  plain  water;  but  if  an  alkali 
ha^rbecn  '^'A  -illf^Md,  then  you  should  hare 
recourse  to  diluted  rinenirs.  The  best 
plan,  in  all  cases,  is  to^U  the  stomach 
n  itii  «  arm  water— to  j»ump  it  in  and  i»urnp 
it  out  till  the  fluid  comes  out  quite  clear, 
and  you  are  satisfied  that  nothing  remains. 

Provided  a  stomach-pump  is  not  at 
hand,  an  emetic  should  be  hntl  reeoupM? 
tu ;  but  notvvithstan(iing  you  iiave  dune  all 
this,  and  emptied  the  stomaeh immediately, 
you  will  find  it  nf  the  titn)o<?t  nn]M>rtance 
to  go  on  treating  the  gastritis  as  though 
you  had  done  notning  of  the  kind.  After 
arxrnii-  <ir  (  i>rn)sivc  sublimate  l>pen 
taken,  and  the  stomach  has  been  na^ilied 
otti,  and  there  is  no  fear  fh»m  the  imme- 


diate efTects  of  the  poison,  fi^astrili«  msv 
nevertheless  exist  and  destroy  the  patient, 
(at  any  rate  prodace  gnat  dbngcr,)  «m 

you  must   have  rernuiae  tO  the  COBIMiOn 
treatment  oi  gastritis. 
When  tiie  disease  arises  finm  almple 

Cold,  (»r  after  poisons,  it  may  he  necessary 
to  bleed  generally  or  locaily.  Cuppixtj^ 
can  hardly  be  home,  but  leeclies  should  be 
Tepcatedly  applied  over  the  part;  aad 
when  Tou  cannot  employ  them  any  more^ 
then  Misters  should  be  had  reoraree  to.  Yoa 
find  it  grateful  to  the  patient  to  allow  eold 
drinks,  and  there  can  be  no  objectioii  to 
ices.   There  is  intense  heat  and  a  gtcaft 
sensatloik  of  thfanet^  and  the  greatest  com- 
fort imaginable  seems  to  arise  from  cold 
dranerhts,    Ttie  best  plan  iss  to  consnlt  the 
patient's  feeliugii;  if  he  likes  cold  drinks 
let  him  have  them,  or  if  he  like  ices  there 
is  no  reason  wh\  he  .shonM  \w  fW>nrred 
from  them.    You  should  follow  tiie  !>aiue 
mle  as  In  inflammation  of  the  snrfece— 
ehanire  these  otxasionally  forwann  drinic';, 
and  let  the  patient  regulate  the  tempera- 
ture.   Of  course  it  is  necessary  to  keep  the 
intestines  in  a  free  condition,  and  I  should 
irant»^ine  it  wnnUl  be  In^tter  to  do  this  by 
clysters  than  by  any  other  means.    I  he 
stomach  should  fce  left  as  quiet  as  possible, 
and  therefore  I  would  trust  tin-  part  of  the 
treatment  entirely  to  iigcutious.  With 
regard  to  the  exhibition  of  mereniy  is 
these  ease  s,  T  hardly  know  whether  it  is 
necessary  or  not,  or  whether  it  wouM  be 
injurious  or  not    I  have  occainonally  ad- 
ministered  it  when  I  was  afraid  that 
death  would        place, without  «e<^inEr  thf 
stomach  irritated  by  it;  but  l;<  lurally,  if 
you  remove  the  oante,  wbidi  i^  ^  unet&ing 
acrid,  and  have  recourse  t',  I  K  <  iint;^  — if 
you  give  the  patient  cold  drinks,  and  keep 
the  bowels  fheely  open — ^tfae  inflammatioB 
of  tbe  stomadi  is  in  gaMial  dkpoeed  to 
subside. 

Omjoined  with  other  Dismms.— Inflamma- 
tion of  the  stomach  is  very  common  in 
many  acute  diseases.  It  frequently  oc- 
curs in  erysipelas,  and  is  sometimes  eva- 
nescent— will  go  away,  if  yon  keep  the 
patient  low,  witliout  any  treatment;  hut 
occasionally  it  requires  local  treatment. 
In  ferers  yon  most  look  out  for  gastritis ; 
in  the  continued  fever  of  this  country,  pn»- 
perly  so  called,  and  many  other  acute  af- 
fections, this  disease  is  very  likely  to 
spring  np ;  and,  therefore,  in  these  affec- 
tions you  should  alwn  vs  <'\amine  the  state 
of  the  abdomen  from  tiim  to  time. 

CHROMC  GA^rnnis. 

Siimptoms. — Gastritis  is  much  more  fre- 
qoently  a'dironic  than  an  acote  affection. 

"hen  it  exists  in  a  ehronir  forni,  the 
symptoms  arc  much  the  nnmt  m  when  it 
is  acate,only  thry  arc  less  intense.  There 
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.  I';  n  pfreat  ^rn  i  of  lu  ut  within  the  stonwh, 
miiig  froui  the  it^siiphagus  into  tlic  jihtt- 
rynx;  great  thirst,  tenderness  of  the  part 
on  pressure,  Iom  of  appetite,  naasea,  and 
frequent  vomiting.    The  tonpiie  is  f^eneially 
red  i»<»mewht;re — either  at  the  tip,  the  sides, 
or  all  over ;  bnt  yon  may  have  Jnflamina* 
ticT]  nf  xhr  st  TT.nch,  more  nr  less  violent, 
without  rvdneiis  ul  the  toiiji^ue.    You  mutt 
not  defiend  on  the  tongue  alcme.  Yon 
generally  sec  redness  of  the  tongue,  but 
you  are  not  to  say  that  the  other  synijitnnis 
do  not  shew  gastritis  becau»4e  the  tongue  is 
ab«olttteIy  White,  or  nut  mndi  illbctoil.  In 
the»ic  rhronic  cases  there  are  ^nrmlly 
dyspeptic  symotoms— sudiasagreat  flatu- 
lenee,  inreat  acidity,  and  a  sense  of  sinldng 
at  the  jut  of  the  sioinaili.    The  latter  is  a 
very  common  svmptom,  and,  to  remove  it, 
!>rnple  generally  take  wine  and  brandy, 
and  make  tbinga  worse.    The  want  of  ato 
tending  properly  to  this  point  occasions 
very  absurd  treatment    I  have  seen  per- 
sons  in  this  affection  have  draughts  of 
.•»»ther  and  ammonia,  and  things  of  that 
description ;  all  of  which  may  be  grateful 
for  a  time,  but  f^quently  patients  tlwiii<- 
selvfs  ^ay  it  j.rorhuis  great  uneasiness. 
It  is  always  right,  when  you  nr«*  treating 
dyspepsia,  to  ascertain  whether  liicre  is  an 
inflaninmtory  state  of  the  stomach;  for 
that  on^n  may  be  in  a  condition  rrf|ijirinjf 
stimuli  of  all  Vinds,  or  on  the  other  hand 
icqutring  the  application  of  leeches,  and 
making    all    stimuli    and  cfl'ervescing 
draughts  exceedingly  improper.  Many 
persons  labouring  nnder  this  affection 
rkarly  have  pa-tritis,  for  there  is  prtal 
pain  on  pressure;  and  because  tliev  ftt  1  a 
sinking  sensation  they  drink  wine,  braiuly, 
ftnd  eat  meat,  and  I  have  seen  them  get 
completely  well  by   rh;tT?cr«n^  their  (Hi't, 
without  taking  any  nudicine  whatever, 
and  in  other  cnsea  by  applying  leeches. 

A  $l>^ht  tlr^ree  of  tettdemfS'  uoi  sufficient  to 
require  Leechet. — A  very  slight  degree,  how- 
eter,  of  tend^ness  at  the  epigastrium,  is 
n<»t  sufficient  to  niakrit  necessary  to  apply 
leeches,  or  to  lower  the  patient.    Yon  al- 
ways find  that  when  uu  individual  is  sub- 
ject to  violent  fits  of  pain  of  the  stomach, 
(gastrodvnia,)  or  subject  to  occasional  at- 
tacks, tfiere  is  tendeniess  merely  from  the 
part  being  stretched.    If  you  have  spasms 
in  thi-  lalf  of  t}n^  h  p;,  ynn  finJ  the  next 
day  that  the  part  is  sorej  ntcrdy  from  the 
mnscniar  fibre  haWng  been  stretched ;  tnd 
if  yon  <lo  nothing  to  make  it  worse,  it  will 
go  away.    There  is  no  occasion  to  ap- 
ply leeches  simply  because  the  epigas- 
tnum  is  tender.    'I'herc  tias  been  for  n  cer- 
tain time  an  attack  of  spasm,  wJiith  has 
U'Ct  a  little  tenderness  of  the  stoniuch,  and 
yon  will  find  it  best  yield  to  sttrauli,  Jnst 
as  a  slight  rlrt^ree  of  inflajnmatiou  of  the 
rye  is  more  easily  dispersed  by  washing  it 


with  braiuly  and  water  tl)an  by  any  other 
means.  But  if  there  be  much  ttndtmess 
on  pressure  and  heat  up  the  tliroat,  then 
stimulating  remedies  wonld  be  improper. 

IL'it  of  the  Vpigaitrium  generaUv  nri^rfrom 
Actdiltf  oj  the  Stamach.  — It  18  also  lo  be  re- 

membend  that  a  sensation  of  heat  in  this 

part  ^cnt  mlly  arises  (mm  the  quantity  of 
acid  in  the  stomach,  and  if  you  give  alka- 
line substances  yon  entirely  remove  it,  but 
if  you  think  it  right  you  can  apply  leeches 
also.  If,  however,  you  give  alkaline  sub- 
stances  (magnesia  and  carbonate  of  soda), 
you  will  find  that  a  much  smaller  number 
of  leeches  will  destn»y  the  n(  ir)  Fn-- 
qucntiy  this  is  the  result  of  an  inliuiuma- 
tory  state,  and  the  best  way  to  cure  it  is  to 
employ  ictdii  s;  Imt  T  i  ])revent  the  acidity 
from  doing  much  harm,  you  should  i^ive 
antacid  remedies,  or  if  t  here  be  morbid 
irritability,  such  a  medicine  as  prussic 
acid  will  be  of  great  service  j  but  of  thi^t 
I  mil  Npcttk  hereafter. 

At  comftaniet  other  Ditea$u.—ChTotiic  gas- 
Iritis  is  an  nerotnpanimcnt  of  many  other 
diseases,  just  as  it  frequently  tak^  place 
afler  acute  gastritis.   You  find  it  very 
common,  in  (liseases  of  the  heart,  for  per- 
siins  to  have  more  or  less  Erastritis,  which, 
if  it  arise  to  any  ainouut,  aggravates  all 
the  symptoms.    You  find  tenderness  on 
pressure,  and  this  ]).  rlmp*..  (/vtr  all  the 
parUi  i  and  yuu  liud,  LiiatM>me  time  before^ 
the  patient  has  had  disease  of  the  heart. 
Soac:ain,in  phthisis  it  is  by  no  means  un- 
common for  a  person  to  have  more  r)r  less 
gastritic  affection.   In  various  chronic  dis- 
ea'.es  this  will  come  on  frr.m  time  to  time, 
and  requires  to  be  remedied,  or  Uie  symp- 
toms  of  the  original  disease  will  be  in- 
creased.    It  is  well  to  ascertain  tlie  state 
of  the  abdfimi  n  rmm  time  to  time,  when 
patients  are  lubuun ng  under  chronic  affec 
ticms,  the  same  as  when  they  are  suflMng 
under  acute. 

Tra^mettt^Aa  to  the  treatment  of  the 
disease,  it  is  simple  enough.  You  should 
avoid  stimuli,  apply  leeches  fn>m  time  to 
time,  keep  the  bowels  often,  and  remedy 
acidity. 

VLCERA  J  iOX. 

Oimriae  tp  no  particular  St/mptoms. — When 
this  inflammation  has  existed  any  time,  it 
may  perhaps  ulcerate  the  stomach :  such 
an  oeeurrenceis  by  no  means  uncommon. 
I  know  of  no  symptom  indicative  of  nice, 
ration  of  the  stomach,  and  have  fre 
qucnUy  met  with  it  by  surprise.  I  have 
known  that  the  patient  has  bad  chronic 
gastritis,  but  there  whs  no  symptom  that 
would  lead  you  to  huppose  that,  in  addi- 
tion  to  that,  there  whs  ulceration.  The 
symptoms  are  the  same  in  both  case^^ 
tenderness,  thirst,  n  fcn«!atrnn  of  heat 
ihcici  of  course  dys|»cp»ia,  and  perhi4>s 
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euiaciatiou.  8ometfiiiesyou  will  diid  pain 
at  one  partieulur  |iart  of  the  stomach,  but 

then  you  muy  Imvf  ilmt  \\  itlioiit  anv  ukv- 
ratioa  at  ail.  'I'lierc  is  no  certain  diugno. 
sis:  you  may  fancy  it  to  be  the  case,  but 
your  conjecture  may  he  \vron(^,  and  ^ou 
mayfinduothiugbut  chronic  inflammation. 

JIUPTURE, 

.Svm/ifDftis. —  If,  liowrver,  the  tikeration 
proceed  to  an  aperture,  theu  tliere  gene- 
suddenly  a  fresh  set  of  symp- 
toms. There  is  sudden  pain  in  the  epiji^as- 
trium — dreadful  pain  there j  and  in  a  case 
which  I  saw,  there  was  alM>  intense  cold 
ncss,  so  that  the  patient  held  a  glass  of 
boiling  water  to  the  part  without  feeling 
it  warm— without  being  at  all  aunoyed  by 
it;  and  be  also  drank  water  so  hot,  that  I 
could  not  have  put  it  to  my  mouth.  You 
will  find  when  I  come  to  speak  of  dyspep- 
sia, that  affections  of  the  stomach  ai«  Ire* 
quently  attended  by  a  Want  of  power  to 
generate  lient. 

Gtneialhj  nucMled  bif  Peritonitis. —  This 
|mln,  after  it  has  existed  for  a  certain  time, 
IS  sreiirmlly  follitwid  ]i_v  ]ri  rit^»iiiti<«.  You 
will  hnd  a  paper  on  this  subiect  by  Mr. 
TniTera,  in  the  8th  volume  of  tne  Medico. 
(^'Vjj^jpnjcal  TranSHctions,  in  v.*hie}i  be 
states  that  he  considers  tlic  diagnosis  in  a 
case  of  this  description,  or  ]>crroration  of 
the  intestines,  would  be  sudden  pain  in 
one  ]iart  <>f  the  abdnmen  ;  in  the  ea^e  of 
the  aiomu<  li,  at  tiie  etiigustrium,  radiating 
from  the  part;  and  De  considers  the  pain 
Would  never  cease.  Tn  a  patient  of  mine 
when*  there  was  an  aperture  of  the  stomach, 
the  symptoms  were  these:—!  had  nerer 
seen  ficr  iK-forc,  but  sh»  was  said  t(»  ha\e 
been  long  dyspej)tie,  and  she  was  tall  and 
very  ^paa^  Oue  day  after  dinner  she  was 
seized  with  a  sudden' pain  in  the  stomach, 
and  it  was  impo«*i1ile  for  mc  to  tell  whetlu  r 
it  was  more  than  a  hpasmodie  pain;  for  a 
was  not  aggravated  by  pressure.  I  gave  her 
Iniidann»n,  of  which  she  took  GO  drops, 
and  tinding  uu  relief,  she  took  more,  and 
so  she  went  on  till,  in  a  few  hours,  die  bad 
taken  300  drops,  and  after  that  the  pain 
ceased;  and  therefore  it  is  not  correct  to 
say  that  the  pain  never  ceases.  I  after- 
wards found  some  cases  published  in 
France,  aTid  al'^o  one  by  Dr.  Carmiehacl 
&>my th,  in  wliicli  the  paiu  wcut  away,  and 
therefoK  you  are  not  to  be  sore  that  the 
st«'inaeh  and  intestines  are  not  my  tured, 
because  the  imin  ceases.  Allci  twelve  or 
eighteen  hours  my  patient  again  had  pain 
Pdougb,  for  the  wlnde  of  the  i>eritoncnra 
became  iiUlamcd  together,  which  could 
not  be  removed,  and  we  died. 

From  the  partieular  eircumstaim  of  llu- 
.Nuddcnness  of  the  pain,  tbe  great  prostra- 
tion of  strength,  the  small  ncss  of  tJie  pulse, 
and  the  sinking  of  the  patien*,  you  may 


imagine  that  the  stomach  or  intestines 
have  been  ruptured,  and  you  are  not  to  * 

iniais'iui-  it  the  less  l>ecause  after  a  time  the 
paiu  i;nis  off.  If  the  patient  lire  long 
enough,  peritonitis  occurs,  uud  various 
symptoms  take  place,  rendering  the  case 
dearenough.  You  see  tl tat  f-om  nipture 
of  the  alimentary  caual,  pcniouitis  has 
taken  placc^  but  peritonitis  that  cannot  ba 
remedied,  because  there  is  a  local  ditettM 
keeping  it  up. 

May occurieithoui  laty  $udden  $^m)Homs.~--J 
believe  I  mentioned  before  that  these  |>er- 
forations  sometimes  take  place  without 
uuy  sudden  symptoms;  that,  occasioaallT, 
slow  peritonitis  occurs,  which  giaduallj 
leads  to  ulceratif>n. 

Treatment. — In  these  coses  of  rupture,  1 
should  recommend  ttie  free  exhibition  of 
opium,  and  w  hen  inflammation  toines  on, 
the  opplicatiou  of  leeches,  which  will  iaty 
sen  the  raJTerii^,  although  yon  can  do  no 
Ihrthergood. 

Morhiri  Apftfaranrfi. — If  the  dc^itrttyed  }K>r- 
ti(ju  of  the  stomacli  owe  its  condition  to  an 
ulcer  produced  by  the  gastric  juice,  yon 
will  not  find  the  ed5?:es  so  smooth  as  in  cases 
of  simple  ulceration,  because  the  gastric 
juice  doesnot  of  courseact  so  very  IocaDy,but 
tlie  parts  all  around  siifTt  r,  and  hi  tome  soft. 
I  beli  eve  that  where  the  Ntoumeh  has  been 
injured  after  death,  simply  from  the  gastric 
juice,  there  is  a  softened  state  of  the  jiarts 
inunediately  around.  You  will  recollect 
that  the  i&VJcr  circuuii>tance  occurs  parti- 
cularly at  the  splenic  end  of  the  stomadi, 
while  cnmmnn  ulcers  tnk"  ]  Iare  any  where, 
and  a  patient  previously  lu  good  health 
8]>ecdily  perishes. 

L'lceratititt  not  nfniuis  pii^Juctitc  i>f  *iiiuus 
mischief. —  Vtm  of  course  are  aware  that 
occosionallv,  notwithstanding  the  stomach 
is  ulcerated,  yet  no  serious  mischief  arises, 
lirraiiNC  nature  j)roduers  adhesions  around 
the  utiiuiaeh,  and  glues  it  to  the  liver,  the 
peritoneum,  or  the  omentum,  sothatal* 
thotigh  the  stomach  is  jierforated,  no  aper- 
ture exists.  Of  course  there  is  ioiury 
iVom  the  ulceration,  but  there  is  none  from 
the  ])erforation. 

Pu*. — I*us  is  actually  found  within  tlie 
coats  of  the  stomach,  and  .sometimes  it  has 
been  seen  diffused  throughout  tbe  whole  of 
the  stomach.  Between  the  coats  there  has 
becu  one  sheet  oi  pus  bounded  by  tlic  peri- 
toneum on  one  side,  and  probably  the 
mucou'5  membrane  on  the  othc  r,  the  mus- 
cular coat  having  becu  destroyed,  iiut 
sometimes  it  has  been  found  between  the 
muscular  coat  and  the  mneous  meinluaue, 
and  lite  muscular  coat  and  the  peritoneum. 
Sometimes  one  small  abscessis  formed,  and 
aeollfctionof  pus  lakes  place  in  one  ]>arlicu- 
lar  s|M>t.  Pus  lias  been  fimud,  it  is  5ni<l,on  the 
iuuer  surface  of  ihc  htouiacli,  but  when  ,vou 
recollect  that  this  part  is  naturally  covered 
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by  mucus,  and  sometimes  thh  is  •^^rrreted 
'in  a  great  quantity,  one  IjartU^  kuuwH 
whether  there  U  rmlly  an  tltemtioa  in  the 
secretiou.  Slill  tJurt-  is  nn  ruison  why 
the  stomach  shauld  not  form  pus  on  the 
inner  surfact-,  and  no  doubt  it  does  exactly 
like  (»tlu>r  membranes,  especially  as  it  has 
occasionalljr  been  found  on  the  external 
surface. 

Fihriu. — It  is  a  very  rare  thing  to  find 
fibrin  cfl'uscd  upon  the  inner  snrfaec  of  tin 
stomach,  yet  tlicrc  is  not  a  mucous  mem- 
brane but  what  maj  form  fibrin  under 
violent  inflammation.  You  will  find  it 
stated  iu  authors  that  occasionally  a  t\\Ue 
membrane,  ai  it  has  been  called,  lhas  bt^n 
noticed  on  the  inner  surface  of  the  ftto> 
mach,  but  I  believe  tliis  most  frcfincntly 
occurs  in  children.  It  is  before  puberty 
rather  than  after  it  that  fibrin  is  formed  in 
the  fi'sophagus.  If  you  find  a  false  nieiu- 
brane  in  the  tiesophagus,  it  generally  ter- 
minates in  the  cardia:  so  rare  is  it  for 
flliriii  to  br  foruied  within  tlie  stomach, 
tlial  even  if  the  cesophaf^us  liaa  produced  it, 
the  false  membrane  has  generally  been 
seen  to  end  at  the  cardia,  A  layer  of  fibrin 
jjometimes  ocenr*;  in  the  throat,  but  it  has 
not  often  been  seen  to  extend  lower  than 
the  upper  organs. 
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descent  and  the  leader  of  your  marolly 
exhorting  y^uu  not  to  halt, 

"  donee  Pirno  milli<-  pnrlim 
Frungimus,  cl  media  vcxilluo)  poau  Suburl." 

Yet,  thougfh  ncitlirr  nnthoiised,  nor  in- 
clined, to  take  au  active  part  in  this 
expedition,  I  seem  authorised  to  be,  and 
would  fain  be,  voor  eonnseUor;  and 
when  yoii  ^IkiII  have  ronie  down  from 
your  hilis,  with  your  iliplomas  on  the 
points  of  jrour  lances,  (haviner  compelled 
Apothecaries'  Hall,  with  all  its  mortars, 
to  capitulate,)  1  so  entirely  approve  of 
the  stand  you  have  made,  that  if  you 
are  in  neea  of  bard  to  sin^  your  victory, 
and  weave  the  enic  of  a  new  Dispensary^ 
by  the  manes  of  Gartli  I  will  help  you! 

But  suffer  me  to    admonish  you, 
gentlemen,  that  when  you  shall  fiave 
made   your  election,  and  we  irtiall 
have  hailed  your  subsequent  appear- 
ance in  these  parts,  you  will  hi'  e.v- 
pecUni  to  adhere  strictly  to  tlie  purpose 
jou  announced,  and  will  be  moat  de- 
cidedly and  effectually  diatnmtenanced 
by  alf  that  is  respectable  among-  us,  if 
you  do  otherwise.    We  must  have  no 
equivocal  position.    You  come  to  be 
general   PructitioncTB,  or  in  the  old 
phrase.  Apothecaries ;  do  not,  therefore, 
let  us  see  you,  after  you  shall  have  ab- 
jured or  deponed  the  doctorate,  studious 
to  affix  a  small  brazen  panillclognun 
ovrr   an   otlif-rwiK*'    nnsttspeetcd  bell, 
lurking  behind  the  Imtei  like  a  primrose 
under  a  hedge,  with  "  Dr.  M*An  vuody" 
engraved  thereon,  and  in  suspicious 
proximity  with  a  shop.xnTHl(»w  exhibit- 
mg  the  prismatic  colours:  iu  short,  do 
not  attempt  to  receive  the  fee  with  the 
Jefl  hand,  and  dispense  the  remedy 
with  the  right;  for  we  w(»u]<l  not  have, 
we  will  not  have,  the  academical  and 
scbolar-like  title  of  Doctor  0/ Medicine 
mixed  up  with  any  fhing  here  butlitera- 
f  ore  or  s<  iencc.    Being,  therefore,  as  yon 
are,  good  and  very  res|»octable»i«/ici«rr*, 
take  your  position,  and  abide  bv  it ;  and, 
if*  you  do  so,  why,  then,  in  the  language 
of  our  own  venerable   College,  that 
Warwick -l,ane  of  old,  to  whicb  the 
whole  profession  owes  every  thing  it 
en     >  of  consideration  and  importance 
in  British  estimation,  '*  precor  vobit 
omuia /au$tat' And  n  main,  \  e 

C  JIARIXS  B^OIIAM. 

I'.S.  Since  i\ritin^  the  above,  I  re- 
gret to  hear  that  no  immediate  (Ir(  isi,.!! 
as  to  the  claim  of  the  Scotch  graduate* 


MEDICINE  —  ITS  PRIVILEGES, 
PURPOSES,  AND  PROSPECTS— 

A  Fragment  fiom  a  Valedictorti  Lecture 

TO  THE  STL  DENTS  OF  THE  VNlVt^RSITY  OF 
OLASOOW. 

Frecftdci  kf  a  tlnrl 
M.tlter  lo  the  Ilearert  tkere^,  9md  to  the  MeHetU 
jlipirmmU  or  0rU»mU$  m/  ike  mid  UmioereitM 

piccMimy,  Juij  9,  lan. 

Gentlsmbh, 

In  obedieTiee  to  your  tfro  often  disre> 
garded  wish,  lhal  you  might  be  able  to 
refer  to  a  few  sentences,  such  as  1  am 
in  the  habit  of  addressing  to  you  in 
coneliidinga  long  winter  course,  T  imn- 
uresent  to  vou  a  frasrment  of  the  last. 
I  find  nothing  in  it  to  abate,  to  alter, 
or  to  parajifarase.    Two  months  are 


passed  since  we  met,  and  much  that 
coneems  your  interests  and  nrivileges 
(interests  which  I  maintain,  because  I 
swistcd  to  impart  the  priviUi^es)  has 
been  transacting  in  this  leviathan  of 
cities.  Of  (•our>e'  you  did  imt  exj»ect 
wie,  a  pitjudictd  and  (lammelicd  Eng- 
lishniati,  to  be  the  Hannibal  of  your 
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to  he  English  apotlicciirirs,  if  it  so}ilfasc  atltlc<l  merit,  that  tlioj  were  in  Uie  fami- 
thcui,  is  to  take  place,    y^mporte ;  the  liar  practice  of  rejecting  the  iScolcb 
day    ill  coine,  and  not  tarry.   Thcexa-  graduates!  and  when  I  read  in  the 
ininatioii  of  our  g^radtiatrs  at  all,  liy  a  Medical  (]a/.«  t'r  of  this  day  (July  6t|]), 
Society  who  become  such  hy  appruuticr-  from    some    per^^on    who   appears  te» 
ships  and  iustalmciitSjb  doubtless  highly  quote  from  authority,  that  in  the  last 
flattering  to  us,  and  to  the  Monros  and  twelve  mouths  this  incorporation  fans 
Greg^orys, our  predecessors!  Thrytellme  thoujjht  it  proper,  or  f(»uinl  it  neces-' 
that  fbr<o  r*  «^[)«  (  fal)lf   fialrnists  insist  sarv,  to  reject  one-third    of  imr  frra- 
Upon  your  knuu  in^  tiiecolour,shupe,tex-  duates  applying  to  them  for  liceu.sc 
ture,  price,  and  idtoftynerasj,  of  all  the  — ^more,  eight  out  of  twentj — I  should 
crude  vegetable  productions  from  which  feel  it  disgraceful  to  be  longer  sileot;, 
thevariousdrab-coloured  powdersnftheir  and   cannot  hesitate  to  identify 
t^hopn  are  obtained.    You  are  not  cullec-  ^elf  (to  whom  no  undue  partiahiie.s 
ton  of  simples,  nor  drug  merehants  for  Scotland  are  in  any  danger  of  heing- 
npon  'Change;  but  pray  Irarn  them,  imputed)  with  the  Scotch  petitioiirra 
T  am  glad,  however,  that  tin  y  don't  ox-  for  a  bill  of  rij^hts.     Nor  r:in   I  be 
amine  us,    T  think  i  know  K(m»e  Doc-  lightly  surprised  that  my  collcagut-s, 
tors,  whom  the  world  would  he  sorry  to  the  respectable  and  leamecl  professors  of 
lose,  that  would  make  about  as  good  a  the  northern  Universities,  have  permit* 
figure  before  the  cal)inet,s  of  tlx-  Hall,  t<  d  (licnisohrs  in  r, main  silmt  under  so 
as  would  the  Arehbisliop  of  Canter-  direct  an  innjututmn  of  oitlirr  In-each 
bury,  or  the  Speaker  of  the  Uousc  of  of  trust,  or  incapacity.     l\i  my  por- 
Commons.     The    Apothecaries   hare  tion  of  the  reproach  I  will  not  sob. 
improved   medical  education,  quotha !  init,  and  shall  be  too  happy  to  afford 
no,  no ;  they  have  neither  improved  to  the  public,  or  to  its  delegntr«4  in 
medicine  nor  medical  education.    Me-  the   House  of  Comniou»,   means  to 
dicine,  like  Thames  water  on  a  long  judge  of  its  fairness.    In  honour  and 
voyage,  is  purging  and  depurating  it-  good  faith  we  are,  I  ^cnnne,  not 
self;  and  medical  education  has  become  Ixltiw  the  individual  examiners  whom 
better  bj  the  accession  of  ampler  mcau^  the  Apotiiecarie»*  Company  may  have 
of  instruction,  by  the  decay  of  public  delighted  to  honour:  in  capadtv  to 
prejudices,  and  by  the  requisitions  of  Judge,  being  all  of  us  public  teacliera« 
a  state  of  society,  become  more  exacting'',  we   can  scareiy   be   rated  as  second 
and  compelling  or  inviting  to  more  pro-  to    them:    or,  ia  the   gentleman  in 
onged  and  effective  studies.    These,  brown  or  blue— of  course  1  allude  to  no 
and  not  die  Apothccanes'  Bill,  are  the  individual— is  the  contingent  examiner 
satisf.icfnrv  rra>(»ns  for  tlir  cxi'^trnce  of  of  the  dav,  indeed  a  better  1(1(1'^-,  in 
a  more  intelligent  class  ol  praetilioiiers  his  own  single  i>erson,  of  a  voung  man's 
than  fonnerly.   Now  when  a  confcdera-  proficiency  m  tne  three  subjects  of  ana- 
tion,  f  r  \^  horn  such  large  claim  as  toniy,  ehemistry,  and  medicine,  tJiaii 
this  is  made,bynot  over-judicious  friends.  Dr.  Jeffray,  Dr.  Thomson,  and  myself 
may,  as  it  seems  r<'a«!onabIe  to  sup-  respectively,  and  each  in  our  line  ?— 
pose,  have  coveted  authority  for  its  own  for  the  rejection  of  auv  one  of  our 
sake — Usr  where  one  motire  is  ade(|uate,  graduates  supposes  no  less.    If  it  be 
we   never    look  for  two — and   when  so,  I  think  we  had  better  resig'n  our 
v«Tv  many  of  the  individuals  composing  chairs  to  an  individual  who  is,  m  fact, 
that  boiiy  necessarily  derive  profit  oy  the  an  university  iu  himitelf.      Le  parle- 
existence  of  legislatiTe  acts  in  their  fa-  ment  P*  saiif  Louis  to  hb  minister,  **  h 
vour— where,  linquirc,  even  had  all  that  parlement  ! — eV*/  moi.** 
advantage  to  the  public  been  derived       Gentlemen,  I  take  no  credit  for  thus 
which  IS  pretended — where  lies  the  defending  you,  because,  as  it  happens, 
claim  to  obligation  f     There's  lime  in  I  conceive  my  character  to  be  now  inse- 
this  sack.**  parable  froiu  your  interest    I  am  not 
Bnf,  ir^'ntlrmen,  recent  events  make  sorry  that  the  affair  has  been  mooted; 
it   impossible   for   nic   to  rest    here,  it  mustgo  on.     Ve$tigia  nulla  retror. 
When  aittjng  in  my  place  in  Ae  College  mm.  Tbetecan  be  nocompromise.  I  re- 
ef Physicians  a  iew  days  ago,  at  its  commend  you  not  to  relax  jour  exertions 
rotntfln  fttnjnrft,  I  heard  recited  an  ad-  for  a  moment.    My  pen,  if  necessary, 
lUx&s  iwui  this  Society  of  Apothecaries,  shall  nut  be  idle,  but  i  would  fain  hope 
stating,  inttr  a/m,  and  almost  as  an  that  there  is  eiprit  de  corps  enough 
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amou^  my  colicajjues  Ui  joiu  iii  mmic 
prompt  and  strong  expreMion  of  opinion. 
i  n  my  fancy,  "  coming'  evcnU"  already 
*'  cast  their  shadows  before." 

M*/  the  Apothecariesi'  Act  die  with 
decent  eomposore  (we  should  wish 
an  Euthanasia  to  our  enemies);  maj 
it  be  embalmr<i  in  t}i»'  (tnobalaams 
and  medicated  houev!*  ol  iheilall ;  may 
tears  (<if  amber  and  other  costly  gum») 
be  pleiiteouslj  abed  upon  t!ii>  tiier,  and 
the  task  of  rnraposing  ita  Epitaph  be 
confided  to  me.  C.  B. 


 It  is  no  unj^att-rnl  <^ubjectto 

me  to  speak  the  praises  of  mt-diciue ;  to 
endeavour  to  warm  the  enthusiasm  of  my 
young  hearers,  by  pointing  out  to  them 
the  privilejxes  ibi  v  aefjuin-,  and  the  re- 
wards they  may  expect,  as  well  as  to 
inculcate  on  tficm  the  rcsponsibilitie:i 
they  ansume.  I  delight  to  tell  tbem,  that 
the*  more  I  have  retfected  on  medicine, 
as  a  branch  of  )<tu»u  Irdjjr,  or  ha\c  seen 
of  it,  u:»  a  prolcjision,  exercised  by  in- 
telligent, cultivated,and  benevolent  men, 
the  more  I  ieel  prepared  to  celebrate  its 
pre-«'^ni!i(M!(f,  ;»nd  to  speak  well  both  of 
It  aiiti  of  them.  01  my  professional 
brethren  I  have  now  Iroown  many ;  have 
known  tbem  in  the  fulness  of  philan- 
thropir  activity,  as  well  as  in  the  grateful 
repose  of  subsequent  leisure ;  have  seen 
their  punctual  carriages  at  the  doom  of 
those  asylums  of  suliering'  whieh  they 
so  larg^elv  contribntr  to  a^sin^-r-.  and 
have  marked  tlieir  beuriu^  alnn"^  tJjo&c 
melancholy  corridors !  • —  the  cuceriuo' 
kindness,  Ithe  quick  eye,  tlie  exercised 
mind,  the  dominant  and  paramount 
sense  of  duty,  by  which  alone  they  per- 
mit themselves  to  be  swayed, and  through 
which  alone  they  accomplish  what  they 
do  accomplish.  I  have  known  thcni, 
too,  rude  donatio  in  the  serene  evening 
of  a  well-speut  life,  possessors  of  that  soQ 
of  which  tfiey  were  not  perhaps  bom  the 
lords^watchingoverfamilies  to  whtchthejr 
havrnof  unfit  (|iiently imparted  tbeirown 
atttucnce  uf  mental  « iKhnvnieuts^  their 
own  intensity  of  pui  jjusc,  or  their  own 
felicity  of  manners.  In,  it  may  be,  a 
somewhat  humbler  destinv  than  this, 
I  have  seen  them,  like  Ijiocletian  at 
Salona,  interested  iu  the  precocity  of 
their  salads,  or  the  success  of  their 
liieloii  Ix'ds.  I  b.n  r  f  onversed  with 
my  retired  professional  hretbreu  in  olher 
countries,  too,  as  well  as  in  England; 
(Shahapeare*s  apothecary  is  a  lihd  even 
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at  Verona.)  I  have  prulittnl  by  an  iu- 
troductkm  to  an  eminent  foreign  surgeon, 
whom  I  have  found  bonneted,  on  a 
f!T»mmer's  evening,  in  his  pirden,  bear- 
ing in  his  hand  tnc  umtuined  knife,  the 
intelligible  pruning  hook  of  the  hortl' 
culturist,  in  the  midst  of  gajr  parterres, 
fountains  of  rather  sh  tHh  r  resonrces, 
and  a  whole  mytholo^j^'  of  gods  and 
heroes  in  /mmI—- that  migfht  have  been 
advantagcoiuly  dispensed  with.  An 
olf!  itliysician,  on  bis  own  lawn,  with 
bis  Homer  or  his  Plato  in  his  hand, 
and  in  conversation  with  his  gardener, 
is  no  nngraceful  portraiture  in  real  life. 
So  much,  then,  for  eventual  or  contingent 
rewards;  results  to  uliieh,  as  the  poet 
says,  all  look,  in  all  professions,  and 
have  a  right  to  look!  for  men  labour 
yoinig,  nfiips  ut  m  otia  tuta  recedant. 
Such  re^v;^r^^<  if  is  certain,  you  vvill  tell 
me,  that  ull  cannot  have:  true!  but 
there  are  immediate  and  sure  ones  re- 
served for  our  profession  only  in  its 

very  CXerri«;e,  re«?ird>-  nhieh  n(!tl)>'ss 
themselves  c(|ualiy  to  the  heart  and  to  tiie 
understanding. 

For  if  we  take  up  medicine  in  its  in* 
trinsio  relation  to  the  moral  and  in- 
tellectual happiness  of  its  votary,  is 
there  an^,  let  me  ask,  that  so  clearly 
pays  as  tt  goes  ?  Medicine  is,  perhaps, 
after  all,  but  a  philosophical  enijtiri  intu, 
rather  than  a  regular  and  legituuuto 
science ;  yet  whicn  of  all  the  sciences 
does  she  not  incessantly  employ  as  her 
li  Ki  lni  Tiil?  Other  ]»rofession<!,  ynti  see, 
are  j>o>itively  st^uioaary,  whilst  ouin  is 
unerringly  advancing  with  all  pro- 
gressing knowledge.  Other  prof«  ssions 
appeal  to,  and  owe  their  very  existence 
to,  autboritv  ;  oiir<  disclaims  all  such 
appeals,  and  ucknowiedges  uo  dictator — 
the  Mmenm  mtdiem  is  to  be  ])ropitiated 
only  by  sincere  inquirers  after  truth. 
Other  professions  are  bnilih d  nn  (ijum 
book  learning;  ours  is  really  uiueli  more 
the  result  of  observation,  of  experience, 
or,  most  of  all,  of  reflection.  Not  but 
that  we  have  hooks  eufMiq-h  —  r  irln  r  too 
many ;  but  the  necessity  of  consulting 
them  is,  with  us,  roost  fortunately  limited. 
Were  the  liberal  professions  to  draw  up 
this  their  heavy  artillery  for  aetion,  wc 
should,  in  the  category  of  nnuiber,  make 
but  an  indifferent  figure !  for,  allowing 
that  even  we  may,  by  the  agency  of  print- 
in*,'-  types,  h;ive  been  yfiiilty  of  spoilinyf 
pap*  r  eTTou^h  to  cover  the  surface  of  a 
county,  i.aw  might  extend  her  reams  over 
ahingdom,  ana  Theology  over  aheni- 
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sphere — or  have  funiished  paper  suffi- 
cient for  all  the  eurtrid^es  tOftt  bmre 
been  exploded  sioce  the  inrention  of 

ginipownrr. 

Cast  jour  eye  over  the  wide  horizon 
of  the  medical  sciences,  and  say  if  vou 
do  not  find  your  profession,  compared 
wJtli  other  profession's,  even  what  a 
luiul  under  the  most  industrious  hus* 
bandrv,  various  in  ita  prodnctiona  and 
modes  of  tillag-e,  is,  compared  with  the 
steppes  of  Russia,  or  the  iinwroug-ht 
wastes  and  wildernesses  of  the  north  I 
How  venr  certainly,  in  our  profession, 
all  knowledge  heconies  |)o^  er!  Come, 
im^v  ' — are  ihe  elements  of  moral  and 
luetuphysical  science  inexpedient  or 
inapplicable  attainment's,  to  those  by 
whose  aeuteness  mental  infirmity  is  to 
be  discerned,  and  bv  uhose  authority 
controlled  ?  Can  the  experimental  or 
mechanical  philosophy  he  superfluous 
tu  the  student  who  must  make  himself 
f:iiniliar,  not   <uily  with  th»'  intrinsic 

{)hiy  intchanisms  gifted  A*ith  lite, 
»ut  with  tliL'  iatlueiH-e  of  all  external 
nature  upon  tbemP  Is  na'ural  history, 
to  say  nothing-  of  its  boundless  interest 
lor  U<!  own  sake,  an  itidiflercnt  ac- 
fjuisition  t<»  him  who  seeks  new  re- 
sources lor  hiB  art,  in  all  its  kinffdoma, 
or  would  Ulustrate  what  is  obscure 
in  his  own  strncture  and  physio- 
logy, by  what  is  familiar  and  demon- 
■trable  in  the  races  of  infi^rior  beinffa  ? 
Is  even  an  exact  logic  an  useless 
instrument  to  the  physician,  who  is 
ever  balancing  the  m(»st  delicate  and 
conflicting  evidence,  as  he  investigates 
the  remote  or  immediate  causes,  the 
Rvniptoni^,  |i;i!ho}o«rv,  or  treatmrnt  of 
diseu.Mr!'  So\  he  will  lay  all  these 
sciences,  and  many  more,  under  large 
contribution :  he  will  octroi  them  all ; 
and  will  draw  ii»\v  resources  for  his 
practice,  or  new  indnrtinns  of  reason- 
ing, from  the  invasion  of  the  soI> 
dier,  the  enterprise  of  the  merchant,  or 
the  di^toveries  of  the  navigator.  At 
so  rich  a  h;in(|u«^t  vou  mny  nil  a<«sist ! 
and  as.Mst,  too,  during  the  maturity  and 
energy  of  existence. 

of  the  d<  si^n  and  application  of  • 

f>rofession,  thus  to  lie  acquired  and  eu- 
argetl,  can  I  give  you  an  exaggerated 
account?  Is  there  a  nobler  object 
than  to  assuage  the  throbbings  of 
pnin,  and  pntilv  fl»e  vigils  of  disease? 
It  may  be  a  dat  thing  (tnith  is  often 
so)  to  say  that  health  is  the  blessing  par 
ojecoUeHct,  or  to  invoke  her,  ^^ih  the 
epigrammaliM,  as  "  eldest  of  the  aro* 


mortals;"  but  sleep,  appetite,  acti*iiy, 
and  all  the  Ixst  and  bleat  emotioiis  of 
our  hcint;',  are  thev  not  inseparable  from 
it  ?  can  the  soldier  hght,  the  statesman 
project,  or  the  lover  prosper,  w  ithout  it  ? 
and  are  w  e  not  the  exclusive  mimstera 
and  counsellors  of  this  Hygeia,  to  whoa 
all  are  glad  to  have  recourse  in  their 
necessities  ? 

And  now  on  what  terms  or  conditions  is 
this  ministry  of  our  profession  aflbrded 
to  mankintl  ?  Why,  in  ten  tliou^ni:  ! 
instances,  between  excry  rising  audi 
setting  sun,  without  money  and  without 
price  does  slu  extend  her  chalice  at 
charity  to  all  w  ho  thirst  !  Unlike  to  that 
profession  which  like  the  ancient  oraelo 
must  be  first  propitiated  with  giAs,  or 
else  silent,  snc  rerpiires  no  jar  of  <  il, 
no  "  vas  pelamidiini she  make^  no 
stipulation  for  services  to  be  done,  but 
does  them,  and  extends  with  equal  assi^ 
duity  her  i^irca  oKtfffLaray  her  indefati* 
yable  Samaritanism,  in  the  cham- 
t>er  of  the  dying  prince,  the  tent  of 
the  wounded  soldier,  or  the  garret 
of  Uie  pallid  artisan.  Abandoned  by, 
or,  it  may  be,  the  v  ictim  of  a  sister 
profession  (though  I  sec  no  family  like- 
ness),  she  alouc,^or  in  company  With 
another  cotisolatrix  (for  religion  uid  me- 
dicine may  well  take  sweet  counsel 
together),  m  ill  be  found  a&suaging  the 
troubled  spirit  of  the  desponding  pri. 
soner.  In  moments  of  sudden  and 
general  danger  and  alarm,  it  is  she  that 
hiiiTichcs  lu  T  1 1  M(h  lire-lK)at  before  it  hath 
been  hailed  Iroin  the  wreck.  Haviufii^  nu 
contingent  objects  of  power,  ambition, 
or  station,  to  captivate  and  divert — it  m.i  v 
even  l>c  to  contaminate  her  offices,  sTie  i% 
ehar;jfi  ablr>  with  none  <»f  the  evils  that  un- 
questionably have  bcfu,  and  are,  min^^Ied 
with  the  good  proitosed  or  executed  by 
other  professions.  Her  only  orthotloxv  is, 
to  be  nsefttl,  and  that,  to  Jew  or  Oen- 
tile,  Mede  or  Elamite,  Crete  or  Arabian. 
She  seeks  not,  as  from  the  dassling  pro- 
phet  of  lCedina,to  the  glocuny  Hahomet 
of  (hf  north,  ill  have  sought,  and  seek, 
an  intlueucc  nui  legitimate,  norlheirowu. 
She  has  scourged  no  schisms,  chastised 
no  heresies,  conducted  no  martyrs  to  the 
stake  !  Medicine  i«,  w  as,  us'l  c  v.  r  will 
be,  simply,  undeviatin^lv,  universally, 
and  witnout  the  least  ohfiquity  of  pur- 
pose, the  beiH'faclrf  ss  of  mankind, 
^t  iKHng  forth  her  iist  fiil  misi^i<'Tl  n  it  s, 
w  herever  ships  can  convey,  colonies  uiay 
invoke,  or  human  sufferings  invite  them. 

Gentlemen,  tlic  humblest  of  you  may 
partake  of  these  rights  and  immunities: 


Digitized  by  Google 


DK.  RltiBY  ON  THE  STRUC 

jou  are  cssmtially  a  free  people  — 
raokt,  orders,  or  < list iiictions,  are  small 
tlnni^-s  witli  us!  he  that  treats  a  fever  is 
n  physician,  whefhrr  he  hr  rftnunerated 
111  ctmrie.H  or  ill  coin;  our  oUice,  from 
the  higfbeftt  to  tbe  lowest^  Is  ewentiallj 
the  same— knowledgfe  with  activitj  are 
nlT  ill  all.  I  know  not  what  yon  mny 
liiiiik  ot  it^  but  even  the  Esculapiu!;.  ot  a 
run]  distnet  appears  to  me  to  stand  in 
a  Tcry  diflerent  position,  as  to  the  ele- 
.  mriiiv  of  V.  If.pstoem,  from  the  pqtinllv 
well-know  a  character  who  foiiients  the 
discords  of  litigfious  Aimers;  ap|)lics  the 
screw  .press,  (be  Vice  ofUie  law,  to  com- 
pel impossifilc  rcuU  out  of  linrvcsts  on 
which  suns  have  not  shone  kindly; 
adjusts  tbe  machinery  of  tlie  stocks 
on  the  articulations  of  the  rapffred 
mendicnnt ;  irn])oses  a  reluctant  patro- 
nymic t>n  the  ortsprino-  nf  a  stolen  em- 
brace; or  inflicts  liehdoniadal  penalties 
on  villajgre  incontinenoe  I 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  jou  are  not, 
T  think,  likely  to  repent,  supposing* 
that  you  were  to  choose  a  profession  at 
all,  tbat  you  have  cbosen  medicine. 
They  will  tell  you  that  it  is  ovcrstoclced, 
hut  s  v  it  seems,  is  the  whole  planet ; 
they  wUi  shew  you  that  the  eminent,  the 
money. prettiuif  and  flattering^  stations, are 
all  pre -occupied— but  on  what  tenure? 

Oiij  wtp  <pvWtev  ycvtrf,  TojtjSf  Kai  av9pwr^\ 
Oucc  m  ten  or  fifteen  years,  do  we  not  see 
new  names  erery  where  ?  Succession  is 
your  siirt  <  ard ;  with  doctors,  as  with 
patients,  i^^vf«,4ym\iryct! 


STRUCTUHE  OF  THE  PLACENTA— 

CONN  FX  ION  BETWEKN  THE  POSTAL 
AND  MATFKWL  V&8S£LS. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

SiK, 

The  function  of  the  placenta,  and  cou. 
nexion  between  the  fcetal  and  maternal 

Tcssrls,  is  a  snhjcct  which  lias  latdv  oo- 
cnipied  much  attention  ;  hut  so  far  friuu 
placing-  it  in  a  clearer  %ht,  much  of 
what  has  been  written  has  rather  tend- 
ed to  render  it  ni'  i.  nKsi  ure,  and  I  can 
but  cong-ratulate  nj^  sulf,  that  instead  of 
hAving  to  give  up  opinions  which  1  fau- 
cied  had  been  formed  on  sure  data,  and 
toconsider  as  incorrect  authorities  which 
I  had  always  been  accustomed  to  jdfik 
upon  with  the  highest  respect,  i  have 
now  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the 
views  which  I  hare  hitherto  entertained 
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on  this  important  subject  are  not  only 
supported  hy  a  pretty  iiuinrrous  set  of 
observations  made  snur  last  January, 
but  nho  Rtrikinjfly  continued  hy  tfie 
valuahle  paper  of  Dr.  II.  I>ey,  and  the 
not  less  interesting-  communication  con- 
jointly by  Mr.  Stanley  and  Mr.  Mayo. 
I  rccfret  now  not  having-  requested  the 
in.scri.ion  of  the  accompauyinir  observa- 
tions on  the  structure,  &c.  of  the  pla- 
centa, in  your  >  a1nahle  pag-es  at  an 
t^arlicr  prriod  .  tliey  lorinrfl  titc  nrifp- 
rials  ol  a  lecture  at  St.  I  honias's  last 
October,  and  atfaiti  in  January  of  the 
present  year.  On  the  first  occasion,  I 
asHiired  niy  pupils  that  these  W(  v'«  my 
opinions,  supported,  it  is  true,  hy  hiiher- 
to  highly-esteemed  authority  ;  yet  as 
other  views  had  lately  been  adopted  by 
menof  iiu  rit  in  lln  ir  pn>fession,  I  rotild 
not  advise  thcni  blindly  to  adopt  one 
or  tbe  other,  hut  leave  it  to  time  and 
opportunity  to  prove  which  was  the 
most  drsfTvinf»-of^attention.  In  January, 
however,  when  I  had  a^ain  to  discuss 
the  subject  to  my  class,  my  attention 
had  been  already  directed  to  the  open- 
ings which,  in  spite  of  as.sertions  to  the 
rontrarv,  are  so  distinct  in  the  uterine 
surface  tif  the  placenta ;  and  1  now  de- 
clared my  conviction  that  the  facts,  as 
stated  by  the  Hunters,  and  the  views 
which  tlieyhad  deduced  therei'rom,  were 
correct. 

To  detect  the  presence  of  these  fora- 
mina upon  the  uterine  surface  of  the 
placenta,  and  to  examine  their  form, 
number,  situation,  Sec.  minutely,  it  is 
nettherneoessary  that  tbe  placenta' should 
be  injected,  nor  that  any  peculiar  care 
should  "liave  been  n<?cd  to  prevent  its 
bein^  compressed  durinsr  its  t  \|)uIsTon. 
I  have  carefully  inspected  some  d«i/.en 
placenta>  at  the  General  Lyin^:-in  Hos- 
pital, both  ininiodiati  l\  when  expelled, 
and  also  some  hours  after,  and  have 
found  the  abovc-meutiuned  foramina 
iust  as  distinct  whether  the  placenta 
had  been  subjected  to  pressure  or  not, 
wbctbf  r  they  had  been  washed  or  not, 
&c.  There  is  one  fact,  however,  to  be 
borne  in  mind,  without  a  knowledge  of 
which  by  far  the  greater  number  offora- 
mitm  %vill  escape  our  nntic*-,  or  at  lra!?t 
they  will  not  be  so  easily  distinguished, 
vis.  that  the  placenta  should  he  placed 
in  such  a  position  that  the  uterine  sur* 
face  shall  present  the  same  convex  form 
which  it  docs  when  adhering  to  the  fun- 
dus Uteri.  If  merely  laid  upon  a  flat 
surface,  or  suspended,  aa  is  evidently 
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the  case  with  tlic  iMsiiiliriil  rnj»Taviiijjf 
Ivhicli  foniif*  part  of  the  illustrations  to 
Dr.  R.  Lee's  j>ai>cr  on  thU  subject  in 
the  Pbilofiophicai  Transactions,  the  in- 
terlobular sulci  are  hitlrleii,  from  tlio 
cotyledons  being*  clnsrly  crossed  afjfaiiist 
each  other;  ana  as  by  lar  the  greater 
proportioii  of  IbramHift  tre  situttted  in 
these  sulci,  they  will  fhenfore  he  con- 
cealed from  our  view. 

Ou  lookin|r  into  these  interlohalar 
fbrtmnia,  we  fm|uently  disting'uiali  the 
CftTity  branchin|2^  off  into  subdivisions 
at  a  little  (listaiH^-  ihrnx  the  surl-n^o, 
much  in  the  sanu-  inanucr  dm  the  ranuh- 
cations  of  the  larger  brotiehial  tuhet. 
Openinisfs  upon  Uie  cotyledons  appear  to 
h(  inncli  less  numerous,  nt  l<  rt<?t  th<*y 
arc  by  no  means  so  easilv  disling-ia^h- 
ed  as  thu»>c  iu  the  interlobular  sulci; 
hutftom  being*  smaller,  and  havinff  their 
edges  thicker  and  a|)])areutly  firmer,  T 
should  feci  inclined  to  cont>i(l<  r  them 
as  the  ci-devant  continuations  of  the 
nterine  or  decidual  arteries,  while,  ftom 
their  larger  calibre  and  thin  edges,  most 
of  the  interlobular  foratnina  may  fairly 
be  coiisuiered  as  venous,  and  in  this 
supposition  I  am  iupnorted  hj  the  ob. 
mrationg  of  Mr.  tntnlej  nnd  Mr. 
Mayo. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  describe  the 
placenta  in  the  manner  which  I  helleve 
to  be  correct,  and  in  doing  so,  I  must 

prnnivr  that  rnv  opinions  have  been 
ibrmcd  ciiieHy,  if  not  entirely,  from  thi? 
works  which  I  read  under  the  direction 
of  a  valued  friend  upon  the  continent ; 
of  these,  H»int<'r,  Lohstein,  and  Meckel, 
stand  foremost.  I  have  at  dlHerent 
times  examined  a  verv  considerable  num- 
ber of  placentcp,  and  iM  yet  have  found 
no  reason  to  doubt  the  accuracy  of  those 
physiolotrisN.  The  reader  will,  1  trust, 
excuse  the  short  abrupt  strle  of  the  fol- 
lowing observations:  they  are  little 
more  than  notes  to  form  the  ground- 
V  in-k  of  one  or  two  lectures ;  nnrl  in 
s<»uio  instances  sentences  hare  been 
translated  or  copied,  wherever  the  de- 
acrij'tion  has  particularly  struck  me. 

T\ic  jdaccnta  (afterbirth)  is  fonm  d 
essentially  by  the  choiinn  and  decidua; 
it  is  a  flat,  circular,  or  rather  more  or 
leas  oblonjii'  body,  sof),  hut  beeoniiug 
firmer  at  iN  i  Im  iniiferenre ;  it  is  the 
most  vascular  part  of  (lie  o\  urn,  and  by 
which  this  h  connected  must  intimately 
witB  the  oleros ;  it»  longest  diameter  ts 
generally  about  eight,  its  shortest  about 
six  inches;  its  greatest,  thickness,  viz. 
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whore  the  umbilirni  rtn  1  is  inserted,  i* 
about  an  inch,  becoming,'  yr.idnnllv 
thinner  towards  the  eireuuifcrence.  l*u 
primipane  it  is  usualljr  situated  at  the 
snnertor  and  posterior  part  of  the  uterus, 
a  little  to  the  rii^-ht,  but  we  are  unable 
to  give  any  satisfactory  reason  for  its 
being  so  frequently  in  this  particular 
situation ;  its  inner  surface  is  smooth, 
l>ein«j  rnvered  by  the  amnion,  which  at 
thisixiint  is  sonicwhai  liiicker. 

The  placenta  cannot  be  distinguished 
from  otner  parts  of  the  ovum  till  toward* 
f!ie  end  of  the  first  month.  In  the  sc. 
couii  mouth  it  covers  nearly  half  the 
Mrfiice  of  the  ovum,  gradually  dimi. 
nisbinjl^  in  its  relative  size  as  pregiianc}r 
advances,  but  incrr  tsing*  in  fhicknesa 
up  to  the  fullperiiHi  of  utero-gestation. 
It  now  forms  a  sp  iii^-y  vascular  mass, 
its  uterine  surface  divided  unequally 
into  iiregular  IoIjos,  which  have  been 
termed  cotyledons.  The  uterine  surface 
of  a  full-grown  placenta  is  covered  » ith 
a  piilp^y  membrane,  very  much  resenu 
bhng  in  its  aunearance  and  structttve 
the  deeidira  winch  covers  the  chorion, 
of  which,  in  fact,  it  appears  to  be  a 
continuation.  Ttiis  portion  of  decidua, 
which,  from  being  iutcrpo.sed  between 
the  placenta  and  uterus,  has  been  called 

the  j)Iaceutal  decidua,"  i!i  always 
found  present  at  the  end  of  pregnancy  ; 
it  coven  the  lobes  or  cotylraous  of  die 
ntf  riue  surface  of  the  jdncenta,  di  seond- 
iug  into  tiie  sulci  wliich  run  between 
them.  In  some  parts  it  is  thicker  than 
in  others,  especial ]y  where  it  ia  cod^- 
net  teil  with,  or,  in  fact,  becomes  the 
decidua  <d  the  ehorion  or  decidua  re- 
fle.vu.  This  iiitnihrane  is  pretty  firmly 
attached  to  the  vessels  of  the  placenta, 
and  cannot  be  scp:urated  from  them  w  ith- 
out  mptnre,  but  nv  ni:u  »  ration  its  stnic- 
turc  is  more  or  less  destmyed,  so  that 
the  extremities  of  these  vessels  mav 
easily  be  distinguished.  The  vetaem 
'i^lTif  })  ]»roperly  oelonpf  to  it  are  very 
numerous,  and  like  those  of  the  decidua 
at  other  parts  of  the  uterus,  are  furnish* 
ed  hy  the  uterine  v«*sscls.  Although  it 
usually  dips  down  into  the  sulci  whu  h 
separate  the  cotyledons  of  the  placenta 
from  each  other,  it  not  unfrcquently 
passes  from  one  to  the  other,  formings, 
as  it  were,  a  hridg-e  over  what  appears 

to  be  a  clot  of  hh>od. 

Acconling  tu  Ix^bstein,  although  this 
membrane  appears  to  be  a  continuation 
of  the  decidua  which  covers  the  chorion, 
it  uevertbeless  does  not  exist  in  the 
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MrltiT  mouths.  During  the  lii  sl  tiuiiiths 
the  plftcenta  does  not  present  a  solid 
miBS,  with  its  uterine  surface  covered 
with  projeetitig"  lohuli,  as  it  «l«»es  at  the 
full  term  of  gestation,  but  tiie  %'es^li» 
of  which  it  is  composed  are  loose  and 
floating,  as  If  it  had  been  subjected  to 
maceration.  It  han  hern  stipposed  that 
thiii  irreg^ular  lobulated  a|ii>eiirunce  of 
the  uterine  surface  of  the  placenta  was 
the  effect  of  its  K(-|>uratioii  duriiigf-  la> 
hour;  hill  tliis-cv  Idnitl  v  is  luit  the  case, 
for  Lol)>t«'iu,  liaviug^  o|H'Utd  the  uterus 
ofawuuiau  who  had  die<l  in  the  iifth 
month  of  prcf^ancy,  and  separated  the 

fdat-enta  with  sjreat  cane,  found  these 
ohitlar  |ironiiuence.s,  althouir''  V' 
covered  by  the  uicmbnuie  which  i  iiave 
just  been  describiniir*.  Wrisber*^,  ]>ro. 
fessor  ofanalonry  ut  G6ttingmi»  seemed 
to  1»f'  i»r  npiiiifiii  that  this  nienihrane, 

(Uic  uiuccutal  decidua^  watiditftiact  fnun 
the  ueeidua  reflexa,  since  with  care  the 
two  membranes  may  be  separated. 

Tlie  existciH  T  *>('  tliis  ni«  nihrane  tva.s 
noticed  so  loniy^  uuu  as  by  Dr.  Burton,  of 
York,  in  1761,  who  observe«  (§  18,  p.  41) 
that  the  side  of  the  placenta  next  the 
^wwnli  \  -  f<i\t'rvi\  with  a  fine  incnihra- 
nous  coutinuulion  of  the  chorion."  The 
human  ])lacenta,  as  in  most  viviparous 
•nimals,  i$  composed  of  severa]  portions, 
•  »!•  1<'lfuli,  calletl  <  <  t  \  Irdons.  The  (tiily 
dititrence  is,  that  in  the  former  tiiey  are 
united  into  a  single  mass,  while  in  ani- 
inals  each  is  separately  attiicfaed  to  the 
inner  surface  oft  ))(•  uterus.  Butalthou::h 
these  cotylethms  are  united  in  the  human 
species,  wc  miuit  not  suppose  them  coii- 
loonded  together,  or  even  that  the  ves- 
s<  Is  of  the  one  have  a  direct  conmiuni- 
cation  with  thme  nf  the  other.  We 
may  prove  this  hy  repeating'  the  experi- 
ments of  Wrisberg^,  viz.  hy  injecting 

*  Btnce,  ta  tht  earlier  SMotha  of  prcnuMCf « 
Um  plactBia  most  bt  In  dlreet  cvataei  wHh  ibt 
vlcnit.  At  this  period  it  i»  well  koowo  that  tht 
placmta  is  nothing  more  than*  conir«>rie«  of  those 
fuft»  fif  arl>orei>rfnt  vessels  with  wliicli,  'iuruig 
tb«  fit  tit  tvvu  moiilhi,  the  clioriuii  (!>  trntlrely 
covered.  These  vascular  r..(lu  i  s,  accnnlir  x  to 
the  Authority  of  Lobstein,  are  rtiiuu*  ^  they  unite 
to  rorm  the  umbiUval  Telii.  and  exist  prior  to 
Ilia  formatiou  of  tbaambiUcat  arteries.  It  aeema 
men  Mm  probable  thai  tbsae  Tenon*  radiclea 
pMMta  ai»  abaorUsg  |»pw»r»  and  bctaw  in  dirett 
MDtact  wllh  lb«ml«rtta  doHnm  tbt  eadr  BMMitba 
•f  geslatton,  absorb  that  millcy  rhyloti^  n  ilil 
which  Is  frequently  observed  at  this  liuif  in  tlie 
plttroiital  v'l  V !«,  uiid  u  hicli  aiipe.ira  to  lie  Oiif  of 
lhot>e  niuiikrj-uus  prorii^idti^  tor  ivi>uri»h'tnjf  tlie 
t"<i  tu«,  uhiili  vary  aicoriilnn  loltif  periml  <if  (;o>- 
tation.  Afu  r  Uie  (iflb  monih,  whrii  the  ulaien- 
tal  decidua  Is  formed,  tht-  function  of  the  pUMinita 
rbajigfi  Uic  means  of  liafal  nuiriiioii  are  oo 
Umpit  what  ihcy  were  In  Ibe  cat l]r  monllia. 


one  of  tliesc  lohuli,  iu  whicli  case  we 
shall  find  that  nothinnf  will  pass  into 
the  adjacent  ones. 

The  stnictttre  of  t!io  plari  tita,  if  is 
well  kno\\u,  is  vascular;  in  fact,  we 
may  say  that  it  is  almost  entifely  com- 
posed of  blood-vessels,  for  as  yet  anato- 
mists have  not  succeeded  in  satisfactorily 
demonstrating  the  presence  of  nerves  or 
lyinplratics  m  its  stracture. 

On  arriving^  at  the  fietal  surface  of 
till'  placenta,  the  umhilieal  vein  and 
arteries  divide  into  sevcriil  great 
branches,  which  are  situated  beneath 
the  amnion,  and  between  the  two  layen 
of  the  chorion,  to  which  they  are  iiiti- 
luatcly  connected.  These  vessels  sup- 
ply the  various  lohuli  uf  which  the  pla- 
centa is  composed,  so  that  each  lobnhis 
or  cotyledon  receives  at  lea>t  one  of 
these  f)ranchrs  ;  for  althoug^h  the  umbi- 
lical cord  consists  of  two  arteries  and 
one  vein,  this  arrangement  of  the  ves- 
sels does  not  cuintiaue  into  the  body  of 
)!t  '  j'laeettfa,  for  there  each  artery  is  ac- 
companied by  its  corrcspoudiug  vein,  a 
fact  which  may  easily  he  deraonatnCed 
hy  examinin<^  tlu'  structure  of  a  placent* 
which  has  been  injecfc*?  Wiien  the 
vessels  have  reached  llie  cotyledons, 
they  are  divided  and  subdivided  ad  infi. 
nihtm.  They  am  Connected  tog-ether  by 
a  fine  cellular  membrane,  ^^  In"  Is  mav  he 
*er)'  easily  removed  by  Tnaccratioii,  and 
we  shall  then  see  the  minute  branches 
loose,  and  floatiup^'  in  the  water. 

If  wc  inject  water,  melted  wax,  or 
qtticksilver,  intfi  one  f»l"  fh<'  iinihiliral 
atteries,  it  will  return  almost  immedi- 
ately by  tiio  other,  ovt  account  of  the 
free  anastomosis  which  these  \  es>el# 
have  w  ith  each  otiirr  u|>on  th*  f.*  t  i)  gur 
face  of  the  placenta;  if,  howwcr,  we 
ekwe  the  artery,  the  injectio.i  will  pass 
into  the  vein,  but  not  tintil  the  whole 
plac(  fifn  is  ft»it  rf( »!  ;  this,  therefore, 
provt-ct  that  there  c.\ii«ts  a  free  passage  of 
ftfood  from  the  arteries  into  the  vein. 

In  the  latter  month  the  vesaela  of  the 
j)larr!tt;i  close  here  and  th<>rt',  rsfifrinlly 
at  ius  external  surface,  and  become  solid 
fibr^,  which  fref|iient]y  contain  more 
or  less  phosphate  of  lime.  The  descrip- 
tion of  the  foramina  on  the  iKeriue  sur- 
face of  tlie  placeuta  has  already  been 
given.  1  will,  therefore,  pass  at  once 
to  the  relation  between  the  placenta  and 
uterus. 

We  know  fioni  diiily  experiente  tha^ 
in  lahfiiir,  at  ilie  full  term  of  pregnancy, 
the  placeuia  b  easily  oxpcUcd  from  the 
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uterus ;  that  on  oxaiuiuing-  the  surface 
uhicli  had  hccii  nttachod  1(»  the  uterus, 
uc  fitul  no  luccratiun,  auU  that  a  (lis* 
cbwfge  of  more  or  lew  blood  takes  place 
for  some  days  after. 

We  also  know  that  \vhoii  tlic  ])Iaccnta 
become^  dttathcd  irom  llic  utrrusduriiiff 
the  pntf^rcss  of  gestation,  it  is  followed 
by  a  contidevablc  hfemorrha^e,  which 
gr»*atl y  cndang-ers  the  life  of  the  motlier 
and  chihl,  more  especially  that  of  the 
mother.  Tlioe  facts  prove  that  there  is 
a  ctrealation  of  uterine  veMels  in  the 
placenta,  \vliich  is  destroyed  when  it  is 
separated  Iroin  the  uterus.  The  qjies- 
tiuu,  therefore,  is,  how  this  circulation  is 
oarried  on,  and  what  is  its  relation  •» 
Uiat  of  the  foetus?  Different  opinions 
ha%'e  been  entertained  by  pliysitdoffisLs 
upon  this  subject:  some  have  asserted 
that  there  is  a  direct  commiiiiieation,  or 
anastomosis,  between  the  uterine  vessels 
and  those  of  the  foftns ;  in  ]>roof  of 
which,  the  fietus  is  said  to  have  been 
drained  of  its  blood  in  eases  where  the 
niotbt  r  bail  died  from  hunnorrhagfe  ;  and, 
iitdt  i  d,  llir  fact  of  bseniorrbaafe  al\vn^  s 
follo\^in<r  total  or  partial  dctachnuiit  of 
the  pbu'cnta,  has  been  supj)osed  to  cou- 
finn  this  view.  The  expennwnts  of  mo- 
dern j>hysiolog'ists,  how  ever,  completely 
c(Hitrovcrl  these  arj^'inncnts.  Wrisberyf 
found  in  the  case  of  a  woman  in  the 
seventh  month  of  i)re{rnaney,  who  bad 
died  from  htemorrna&re,  that  the  he«t 
and  blood-vessels  of  the  fretus  were 
filled  with  blood,  while  those  of  the 
mother  were  emnt^.  He  examined  se* 
veral  cows.  Ace.  big"  with  joungf,  which 
ba»l  bicn  killcil  by  a  wound  through  the 
heart,  and  never  found  that  the  blood- 
▼eaaeia  of  die  ftetns  were  denri?ed  of 
blood. 

Ruysch,  Monro,  Haller,  Wrisberpf, 
Meckel,  Sec.  have  never  succeeded  in 
makiii;^'  iiiiections  pass  from  the  uterine 
into  the  ketal  vends.  No  anatomist 
iii  j.  (  (<'d  so  many  g'rav id  uteri  as  tbe 
late  Dr.  William  Hunter,  but  be  was 
never  once  able  to  (ill  the  foetal  vessels 
from  those  of  the  mother.  I^>bitein  baa 
tried  repeaAedlj,  and  with  the  same  re- 
sult. 

According  to  the  observations  oi  John 
and  WilKan  Honler,  the  placenta  eon. 
sists  of  a  maternal  and  foetal  part.  Be- 
sides the  larj^-e  5inu«!cs  which  are  conti- 
nued into  the  placenta  from  those  of  the 
ntems,  the  maternal  part  eomprchends 
those  arterial  vessels  whicb  arc  distri- 
buled  upon  tbe  mcmbnuie  whicb  lines 


the  uterine  smrface  of  the  placenta  ;  the 
ftetal  part  conipn  iK  iuls  that  collection 
or  mass  of  vessels  which,  properljr 
qieaking*,  constitutes  the  placenta. 

Although  tbe  various  obsenratioBa, 
anatomical  injections,  \:r.  shew  that  to 
a  certain  degree  there  is  a  communica- 
tion between  the  uterus  and  placenta, 
inasmuch  as  the  blood  of  the  former 
may  be  reccivid  into  the  sinuses  and  in- 
testines of  the  latter,  still  we  possess  no 
proof  that  the  blood  can  pa&s  irom  the3»e 
amuaes  into  the  umbilical  vessels;  on 
the  contrary,  c  \  cry  thing  serves  to  con- 
vince us  t)\:\l  the  circulation  of  the 
fcetus  is  (uiite  uidependent  of  that  of  the 
mother.  Dr.  William  Hunter  has  re» 
peatedly  had  occasion  to  remark  that 
two  difrcrciiflv  c<doiired  fluids  injcrl.-d 
into  the  uterine  and  umbilical  vessels, 
nndetVD  no  admixture  with  each  other. 
This  has  been  also  confirmed  bjr  Mr.  J. 
Uunter,  in  his  "  Observations  on  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  Animal  Economy,** 
where  he  says,  ^tbe  substance  of  tbe 
placenta  now  filled  with  injection,  imd 
nothinij  of  (lie  vascular  apnearance^  nor 
that  oj' txlravasa/iou,  but  had  a  regula- 
rity in  its  form  which  shewed  it  to  he  a 
natural  cellular  structure  fitted  to  be  a 
reservoir  for  blood." 

The  maternal  part  of  the  placenta, 
therefore,  consists  only  of  the  uieriue 
vessels  which  convey-  their  contents  int» 
tbe  parenchyma  ol  the  placenta:  thia 
may  be  seen  in  cverj'  placenta  which 
has  been  expelled  from  tbe  uterus  at  the 
full  term  of  precrnancy. 

In  this  state  Uie  placenta  presents  the 
appearance  of  a  spong-y  mass  gorged 
with  blood,  which  may  be  rcmoveil  bj 
washing  or  maceration  ;  and  if  wc  inject 
a  plaeenla  thus  prepared,  the  iigeetioil 
w  ni  readily  pass  from  the  umbilical  ar- 
teries into  the  umbilical  vein,  but  not 
one  drop  into  its  parenchyma.  It  is  evi- 
dent,  therefore,  tliat  the  blood  which 
bad  filled  the  intervals  Ijctween  the  ves- 
sels, and  which  had  been  removed  by 
washing  and  maceration^  could  not  have 
belonged  to  tbe  foetus,  but  must  have 
come  from  the  mother,  for  if  any  of  tbe 
vessels  had  been  ruptured,  tbe  iiyectioQ 
would  not  have  succeeded. 

The  manner  in  whieh  the  spoi^ 
parcnchj  nia  of  the  placenta  is  supplied 
with  blood  from  the  mother,  I  cannot 
do  better  than  describe  in  Mr.  John 
Hunter*8  own  worda.  **  The-  arteries  of 
the  ntenis  which  ate  not  imme<liat(-!y 
employed  in  conveying  nourishment  to 
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it,  fro  on  towards  the  placenta,  and  pro- 
cecdin-j  obliquely  between  H  «id  the 
tttenisi,  ]>a&!»  t)iruii}^h  tlie  (Iccidim  with- 
out ran wfvi jusi  brfnrt'tlicy  ent»'rtlic 
plncf  ula ;  making  two  or  three  close  spi- 
ral turns  uj)on  themselves,  they  often  at 
mice  into  Us  fpongy  tnbstance  without 
any  diminution  of  size,  and  without 
]>a<sinf«f  hovoud  the  surface,  as  above  de- 
scribed, i'he  intention  of  these  spiral 
turns  would  appear  to  be  tliat  of  Jimi- 
nisbing  the  force  of  the  circulation  as  it 
approaches  the  spf»Ti{ry  substance  of  the 

i»lacenta,  and  is  a  structure  which  must 
easen  Ihe  quick  motion  of  the  blood  in 
a  part  where  a  quick  motion  of  this  fluid 
was  not  wanted  :  the  size  of  these  cnrl- 
iu^  arteries  at  this  termiuatiou  ia  about 
that  of  a  crow's  quill." 

In  this  manner  the  mnUlical  Tessela 
of  the  fa  t  lis  are  always,  as  it  were, 
bathed  in  blood }  there  is  the  same  re- 
lation between  these  vessels  and  the 
blood  of  the  placental  sinuses*,  as  be- 
tween the  internal  carotid  or  sixth  pair 
of  nerves,  and  the  blootl  of  tJie  cavrnioiis 
sinus,  or  still  more  strikingly  betwecu 
the  branches  of  the  pulmonary  artery 
and  the  air  which  mis  the  bnmchtal 
•  cells. 

I  have  puriwscly  omitted  any  obser- 
vations upon  toe  formalion  and  develop, 
meni  of  the  maternal  and  fcrtal  nn  m- 
bi;nM  <,  niid  nlsn  iipnii  tlir  nutrition  of 
liic  Uetus,  perhaps  one  of  the  most  in- 
tenstini^ and  beaulifid  anfajeds  in  phy- 
siology, biif  I  have  fu  f  upied  so  mpch  of 
v<mr  \ahiahb"  p:io(  s  f!)it  T  will  proceed 
no  further  lor  tlie  prvtieut. — I  am,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

EnwAao  lUoBr. 

44,  I*  irt!nmeTit-Str<H't, 


KL'rmn:  ok  tuk  aorta  into 

TIIL  rLlilCAllDlUM. 


To  ihe  Editor      the  Medival  Gazette. 

BrUtol.  July  9,  1633, 

Sir, 

As  rupture  of  the  aorta  into  the  periear- 

*  The  f t*iel»  whlcii  cmviy  the  matvrnsl  Wood 
Ibroogh  the  plttceote  have  been  differently  nnnrd 

by  different  ianatuDrn!>ti) ;  but  1  am  ioclinvd  tu 
Inlrik  that  tliv«r  vc»stl«  may  »iirccii>ivily  come 
uiiiKr  till-  (lcnuiiiiiial)on  of  cell*,  sintiscit,  vt  reSii", 
.ti-i  >  rdiiit.  to  lh«  liuiiit  at  wlifcli  they  ure  i'x;i- 
ni'.i;i<l.  Ill  thi«  ri»pect  tbe  placcnui  ai  po.tr^  tu 
|.uo»%!>»  H  more  prrl'oct  •fracture  I  bun  that  uf  thw 
liiiig^,  iiia.>muih  s»  Ibc  mikieruiU  t>lgod  has  not  to 
rctMiii  \>y  the  hjnii-  (•ii^^nget  tliruu|^  wiiUh  it 
piiif  rril,  ao  \*  t)ir  i  ;i>e  with  the  «Ir  io  tbe  lungv, 
but  It  cuflcd  off  by  •  different  »ct  of  vcmkIi. 
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dium  is  of  rare  occurrence,  permit  me 
to  slate  the  following  ease. 

You rs  resp r ct fu  1 1  v , 

Edwakd  1J[umpao£. 

A  man,  aged  38,  by  occupattim  a 

sawvi  r,  had  complained  <»f  o^^a^<ional 
paiu  under  the  sternum  durinjj;  the  laat 
three  wedis  of  his  life,  but  die  uneasi- 
uess  \\  as  not  sufficient  to  prevent  hini 
from  following  his  work.  After  eating 
a  hearty  dinner,  and  drinking'  freely  m 
beer,  he  was  seized  with  slight  eouvul. 
sion,  which,  in  a  few  minutes,  teimi* 
Uati'd  in  a  fatal  syncope. 

\Vt  cxamiutd  the  body  twoTily  honi-s 
after  death.  The  cellular  mciiihtaiie 
was  loaded  with  fat,  and  the  muscuhur 
parietes  of  the  thorax  am!  ahdimien  were 
finely  developed,  o^^in;^-,  tioubtlcss,  to 
the  nature  oi  liis  cinjduy.  On  raising^ 
the  sterninn,  the  lun^s  liresented  a  very 
fa^Rby  appearance :  tuere  were  some 
few  a'^lii  sioMS  between  the  pleura, 
which,  iruui  their  iiruiuess,  appeared  to 
be  not  of  itcent  dateu 

Tbe  pericMdiam  presented  a  distend^ 
ed  Mppearanc«%  aud,  oti  ]uMtrturln«j  it, 
a  (|uaiiiily  of  bloody  st;ruiu  Uowed,  un- 
der which  was  a  layer  of  coaji^ulum  com- 
pletely covering;  the  heart;  tlie  Huid  al- 
together would  ptrha|ts  h.uve  weighed 
twelve  ounces.  Thi^>  and  the  coagulum 
being  removed,  the  pericardium,  as  well 
as  the  substance  of  the  heart,  wete 
found  tjuite  fri-e  from  disease;  so  were 
also  the  auri(  idg>vcutricuiar  aud  semi* 
Itiiiur  valves. 

WbeiaJhe  aaeeoding  jdns  tbe  trans- 
verse  part  of  the  arch  of  the  aorta,  there 
B  as  a  small  irregular  openiii<^  looking 
towards  the  vertebral  cAluiun,  about  the 
size  of  a  split  pea,  through  which  the 
blood  had  escaiietl. 

The  coats  of  llic  vessel  were  very  thin 
just  in  the  vicinity  of  tbe  opening,  and 
appeared  to  have  been  eroded  by  a  spo* 
cies  of  ulceration.  In  the  neighboarbood 
of  the  opening,  ihe  ;irtf  riril  tmiiev  wore 
fully  three  or  iour  tinn^  ihcir  natural 
tbiekness,  alternating  witli  immhIs  of 
extreme  tenuity  :  this  di-seascd  stale  of 
the  vessel  cxtrTuIed  through  a  spttce 
abtiut  the  size  of  half  a  crown. 

The  aorta  was  certainly  dilated  at  the 
diseased  portion,  hut  no  regular  sne  was 
formed,  nor  anjr  Ui'mg  iiko  a  iasMna^wt 
eoa<xulum. 

Was  the  disease  oiiv  of  acute  luiiaiu- 
mation,  ending  in  ulceration  ?  That  tl 
was  an  at  ute  disease  of  the  artery*  I 
think,  must  be  allowed,  since  the  man 
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had  not  complained  more  thsn  tbice 
weeks,  nor  did  wc  see  the  usual  indica- 

tiniiN  of  lon'jf-contiuut'tl  <li^(  ;isr  in  fhe 
morbid  alteratious  of  the  surrounding 
parts. 

Not  limviiif^  seen  tbe  man  dunnfir  life, 

I  am  unahle  to  give  a  perfect  hbt*>r3-  of 
the  case,  otlionvise  it  would  have  been 
an  interesting  subject  of  inquiry  how 
fitf  his  occnpation  tended  to  toe  prodtte- 
tion  of  the  disease.  This  is  certain, 
that  lie  M orkfd  ou  the  day  previous  to 
his  death,  and  only  complained  of  occa- 
sional cutting  pain  under  the  stem  am. 

The  viscera  of  the  abdomen  were  per- 
feellv  braltby,  and  with  the  excrplion 
of  the  cardiac  glands,  which  were  en- 
larged and  contained  melanotic  matter, 
DO  oilier  deviation  from  a  healtby  stroc- 
tnre  coold  be  detected. 

NEW  FORMS  OF   SPLINTS  FOB 
THE  ABM  AND  FOBE-ABM. 

To  tkeEdii9r  of  the  Medkrnl  GmxHU. 
Sib, 

Whebs  tbe  sdence  of  medMiiics  can  be 


bfongbt  in  aid  of  that  of  surgery,  it 
must  be  werj  desiralile  to  tbe  onmaiie 

practitioner,  ns  in  many  cases,  when  a|>- 
piied  skill  and  ahilitr,  it  will  tend 
much  to  alleviate  the  sufTerings  of  the  pa- 
tient, and  redound  greatlj  to  tbe  eredk 
of  the  surgeon. 

For  *ionie  years  past  I  have  devoted 
much  time,  attention,  and  expanse,  to  the 
subject  of  firactures  and  dislocations  of 
various  bones,  and  the  result  has  been 
the  construction  certoin  sjdints  and 
other  machiuer)',  which,  as  far  as  I 
know,  are  quite  new,  and  wbich,  in  my 
extensive  practice  in  tliLs  manufacturing 
district,  have  answered  tlw  end  required 
to  mv  most  nerfect  satisfaction.  They 
bavelieen  exnibited  in  some  of  the  lec- 
tare-rooms  of  tbe  metropolis,  and  bigblj 
approved  of  by  several  bospital  aorgeoiia 
oi  the  first  character. 

The  accompanying  drawings  (^mlints 
Ibr  die  arm  and  fore-arm  are  specimens 
of  some  of  these,  and  which  shall  be 
foUoweil  up  by  others,  when  T  can  ob- 
tain them  from  the  artist.  Vou  will 
oblige  me,  tberefore,  and  I  hope  also 
the  profcanoii  at  laige,  bgr  ttaldngtbcn 


Fio.  2. 
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Fig.  3. 


kuowii  to  the  jiublic  throug'h  the  me- 
dium of  your  highly -valuable  journal. 
1  have,  <^c. 

John  Gbantham. 
Cra7lted»  KfDt,  lam  tJt  ltt8* 

Fia.  1 

Represents  an  apparatus  for  fractares 
of  tlie  hnmcnfs :  «  is  a  s)>liTit  for  oblique 
fracture  iii  ua  adult,  with  a  M;rcvv  tu  cx- 
tead  or  shorten  it;  it  is  applied  with  « 
concave  splint  (A,  r,  or  rf,)  to  the  under 
or  oloar  iside  of  the  u!>  braebii;  « is  se- 
enred  by  means  of  a  i^trap  applied  round 
the  opposite  axilla;  tlio  splint's  /^  r,  rf,  and 
«,  may  be  secur«;d  Ui  a,  with  broad  tape. 
Tbe  splints  fc,  r,  and  </,  may  be  applied, 
without  o,  in  transverse  fractures,  or  those 
fractures  of  the  humerus  which  occur  in 
delicate  subjects,  where  the  muscular 
power  is  not  great 

Fio.  % 

Represents  a  pair  of  splints  for  fractuTS 
of  tl)(-  radius;  a  i<t  so  applied  as  topre* 
vent  pronation  of  tbe  hand. 

Fio.  3 

Representii  tlic  applitutiou  of  the  appa 
ratus  fig,  I. 


ratns  ftg.  ^ 


Fi«.  4 

to  the  appUcatlon  of  tbe  appa. 


ON  THE  CONTAGIOUSNESS  OF 
ERYSIPELAS. 

To  the  Editur  of  the  Medical  (jazette. 
Sir, 

SnoiLD  the  follow infc  brief  ^^tateinent  of 
i'act<,  which  I  have  thrown  together  for 
the  purpose  of  endeaTouring  to  add  to 
our  knowledge  on  the  above  interesting 
and  important  Mi1>if  f  (,  appear  to  you 
worthy  of  your  valuable  columns,  it  is 
much  at  your  Rervioe  for  nublicatioii. 
I  shall  here  nu  n  ly  remark,  tliat  in- 
sfaiK^r^  <o  pnlj»al>lt'  frv^^ij n  las  being 
couiuiuiiicatcd  from  one  person  to  ano- 
ther, and  tbis  too  tiot  in  the  contami- 
natra  atmosphere  of  a  crowded  hospital, 
but  In  the  pure  air  of  the  country  cot- 
tage, have  not  In n  tofore  come  under 
my  obaertntiou;  and  as  one  fact  19 
worth  a  thonsand  speculations,  I  tm»t 
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the  subjoiued  histories  need  not  the  aid 
of  anj  cominents  (even  if  I  were  dii. 
posed  to  cularpe  u|»oii  llit  in)  to  render 
them  intelligible,  if  not  siuisfactorv,  to 
Tour  readers.  I  would,  howt-ver,  take 
leave  to  direct  attention  to  the  eiieum- 
stance,  diat  disease  ori^nated  in  a 
rommoii  %vay,  viz.  after  a  wound  of  the 
bcalu,  and  tliereforc  it  maj  be  s&id-~ per 
«e  ;  but  that  it  afterwards  attacked  tnMe 
who  had  no  wounds  or  sores. 
I  heg'  f"  nMnaiii,  sir, 

Your  obedient  serv  ant, 

O.  Bqby. 

Case  I. — Erysipelas  supervening  on  an 
Incued  Waw^  o/*  the  Scatp^  mid 

In  the  middle  of  Haj  Isst,  WilUam 

Pnrf'itt,  a  healthy  youn^  man  and  iifiri- 
cuUural  labourer,  received  an  incised 
wound  of  the  M»]p»  fnm  the  axe  of  a 
fellow  workman  fljing'  off  handle 
after  tin*  Mnw  was  stnick  with  the  tool. 
Th<-  w<  uiid  was  about  three  inches  in 
leng-th,  on  the  lefl  side  of  the  occipital 
protuberanoe,  and  attended,  I  a»  led  to 
believe,  by  severe  s^Tuptoms  of  concus- 
sion. These  were  fditiniately  only  of 
short  duratitni.  The  aj>si.stunce  of  a  sur- 
geon at  Odiham  was  proeured,  as  the 
accident  occurred  within  two  miles  of 
that  town.  IT*^-  ;<]>]>l!#'f1  ;MlIiesive  plai"<- 
ter,  and  repeated  thijy  drc&.siug-  three  or 
filur  tunes. 

At  the  expuation  of  ten  da^-s  the  man 
had  f*o  f-ir  n  rnvert  <1  from  the  effects  of 
the  injury'  a.s  to  be  enabled  to  walk  to 
bis  home  (a  distance  of  dre  miles^  at 
Crookham,  the  wound  then  being  m  a 
fivonriMr  sf-it'-,  and  all  symptoms  of 
croncnssion  absent.  About  a  week  aAer 
his  return  I  was  requested  to  sec  him, 
as  I  was  passing-  by  his  house,  and 
found  him  labouring  imf1»  r  \otv  consi- 
derable febrile  excitement,  and  the 
^'ound  in  a  sloughing  condition.  There 
WaA  pei^t  absence  of  any  sij^-ns  of  < on- 
cnssion  or  conTprcssion  of  tlie  lir;iin. 
t  'nder  the  free  administration  of  purga- 
tive and  febrifuge  medicines,  and  the 
lM6«f  t^londe  of  lime  and  bread  poul. 
tices,  the  wound  became  clean,  and  the 
febrile  disturbance  subsided  in  the 
course  of  a  week.  This  ffnitilying 
amendinent  was,  however,  shortly  in- 
terrupted by  the  smx  nention  of  erysi- 
pelas, tvbi<  n  evtetKlrd  from  thcwounil 
over  the  entire  head  anil  lace,  and  some 
distance  down  the  neck.  The  patient's 
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strength  ha\  ing  been  necessarily  re- 
dnoed  by  the  previous  aatipblogistae 
treatment,  th.-  <li.^ease  assumetl  tlie 
asthenic  rlr.iraeter.  Delirium,  atlende*! 
by  h>w  muttering,  soon  set  in,  an  1  was 
rapidly  sacoeeded  hy  eonuu  Stimulants 
were  with  the  greatest  difficulty  s%ral- 
lowed,  and  the  case  wore  a  most  unpnu 
mising  aspect 

Not  to  enter  Anther  into  the  pBnic»- 
lars  of  the  treatment,  which  were  fi>rei|^ 
to  my  present  purjiosc,  T  will  just  state, 
that  the  progress  of  the  erysipelatous 
indammation  wss  arrested  by'ejnployin^ 
the  lunar  caustic  in  tlic  mode  recom- 
mended fii-si  hy  Mr.  Tf  itfnfinhnttom,  am! 
subsequently  by  l>r.  Eliiotsou  and 
others.  The  system  was  at  the  same 
time  supported'  hy  the  eopious  exhshi- 
tion  of  wine,  fspirits,  oether,  ammonia, 
(Sec.  ^i-.  The  patient's  recovery  was 
gradual,  and  he  has  now  (conlrarv  ta 
my  e?ri)ectations  at  one  time)  regatned 
his  pristine  stren^h. 

(  A  >E  II.— Not  more  than  a  week 
from  the  period  of  llic  dlseaso  bcin*j  at 
its  height  in  tlie  preceding  case,  tlje 
sister,  Ann  Parfitt,  who  ha«T  been  most 
attentive  in  nursing  her  brother,  was  at- 
tacked, ihou^^h  sli«ifhtly.  The  erysipelas 
faintly  appeared  between  the  scaptihe, 
and  the  concomilaul  fevcrishncss  ^vas 
so  trivial  as  to  be  (quickly  sulxlued  hy 
medicine.  The  application  of  a  cold  lo- 
tion was  the  oiUj  local  trcauncut  here 
j)racti:»t'd. 

C\si:  TTT. — The  father,  who  al!«.«>  had 
heen  a  great  deal  wiili  the  first  patient, 
was  the  next  attacked,  and  while  Case 
II.  was  going  on.  The  er}Kipe1a» 
commenced  in  the  avifla,  and'  thenet* 
diffused  itself  over  the  whole  side.  I 
made  two  small  incisions  Into  the  iii~ 
flamed  surface  with  the  scalpel,  from 
Mhich  some  blood  rnilv  eseapetf.  and  the 
tension,  redness,  and  pain,  were  per- 
ceptibly diminished.  The  incisional 
were  made  on  the  8econ<l  day,  bat  even 
thns  early  (h  lin'uni  had  come  on,  and  it 
was  speedily  follow*  tl  hy  coma.  The 
poor  lellow  had  been  a  hanl  drinker, 
and  his  constitution,  originally  most  ro. 
bust,  had  been  manifestly  shattend  hy 
the  abuse  of  beer  and  spirits,  by  hanl 
%vork^  and  also  by  several  very  severe 
injnnes  he  had  sustained  in  puu-ilistic 
contests.  His  age  was  5f>,  and  desj)ite 
•  •f  ( iirdl,i]>  and  stimuli,  he  sunk  on  ff»o 
fourili  day  from  tlic  begiuuing  ol'  titc 
disease. 
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Ca«;p  TV— Mury  Pariitt,  anoflicr  sis- 
ter,  26  ^ears  ol'  aee,  was  the  next  to 
nckea.  She  also  had  been  consUntljr 
wmdiig  on  her  firther  and  brotber.  The 
face  and  some  portion  of  the  neck  were 
occupied  l»y  the  disease.  Delirium  be- 
gan on  the  third  da^,  but  did  not  termi- 
Bate  in  cona.  This  patient,  however, 
required  the  prompt  administntum  of 
uourisbmeut  aud  sUmulantB. 
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Cask  V.^Danie]  Parfitt,  a  brother, 

who  had  lately  come  home  ill  with  low 
forer  from  Odiham,  lnv.nnc  the  subject 
of  erysipelaB  tlie  foliowiug  day  after 
Mary  was  attacked,  and  bis  ease  was  in 
all  essentia]  pointii  similar  to  hers.  The 
lunar  cau-itie  wa<  lf»cally  ciiiplnyrtl  iu 
both,  With  most  marked  gotKl  eii'cct ;  aud 
the  patients  are  now  convalesceut 

Case  VL— David  Parfitt,  tPt.  22,  the 
onijr  one  remaining  unaftected  iii  the 
honse,  was  at  length  not  suffered  to 
Moape.  After  experiencing  febrile 
symptoms  of  (nie  week's  duration,  he 
became  worse,  and  erysij)elas  \\  'a<  fleve- 
•  loped  in  the  face  on  the  4th  of  the  pre- 
sent month,  ten  days  after  Daniel  was 
seiz.^d  u  itti  i!  The  attack  was  milder 
than  Hi  cither  of  the  fore._^oinrr  instances. 
A  decided  check  to  the  advaucement  of 
the  iaflammataon  was  produeed  by  the 
eaustie,  applied  as  before. 

Purgatives  and  antimomai  prepara- 
tions were  liberal  lyr  ^iren  in  each  indi- 
vidual case,  and  the  inflamed  parts  l^pt 

wet  with  lotio  plumbi. 

The  situation  of  the  house  in  which 
these  patients  lired  is  healthy,  and  at 
the  extremity  of  a  small  v  illag^e.  I  bad 
not  seen  erysipelas  in  thr  fn  ijr)iI,our- 
hood  or  pari^ii,  which  is  very  eMc  iisive 
and  populous,  and  of  which  my  partner 
and  myself  have  had  the  me  dical  charge 
for  four  months,  before  I  v\  i(nessed  it  in 
the  person  of  William  Parfitt,  ;uh1  I 
hare  erer)-  reason  to  believe  that  the 
disease  -was  not  anj  where  near  till 
then. 

One  person  only,  residing  in  another 
bouse  in  the  v i]iu|rc, has hadthe disease, 
and  that  was  the  annt  of  the  above  per. 
^^'>T)«^  She  was  taken  ill  after  No.  2, 
ami  h;id  xnt  two  fu  three  nijjhts  with 
Ko.  1,  and  iiad  Ijkcu  ise  been  much  with 
him  by  daj.  The  case  has,  I  under- 
stand,  done  well;  but  it  did  not  fall 
under  mjr  own  observation. 


ON  THE  MORDIXIU  OR  CHOLERA 
OF  JAVA  AND  MALABAR. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Guzeitt* 
Sift, 

I  SENT)  you  the  f(dIowing  remarks  on 
the  Murflixim  of  Boutins  (sttppo?;ed  to 
be  tlie  first  autlior  who  noticed  the 
eholera  of  the  East),  with  a  curious 
but  brief  account  of  the  Portuguese  in 
India  between  two  and  three  eentiiriea 
ago,  which  vou  may  consider  worth 
insertion  in  the  Gazette. 

An  old  history  having  fallen  into  my 
hands,  written  by  Orimeston  in  the  year 
1C12,  I  find  that  author,  after  d.  s( ,  ifu'tiir 
the  efkcU  of  tlic  Monsoon,  (  i  vv.»rci,  bj 
the  by,  of  which  he  seems  quite  igno- 
rant,) to  say,—"  Thev  that  remaiue  at 
Goa  full  into  many  Diseases  by  Reason 
of  this  Chaure,  fur  they  baue  one  sodaiue 
Infirmitiecdfled  AfoftlrMn,  which  eooua 
vnto  them  with  so  great  a  Vomitting  as 
they  are  readie  to  u^ine  vp  the  Ghost  : 
this  Disease  is  conimon  aud  mortuil." 
As  an  historian,  he  merely  states  the 
5;uddcnness  of  attack,  tlic  vomiting,  ita 
fatality,  the  name  it  hore;  tli  it  It  was 
common;  naturally  to  be  expected  at  a 
certain  season;  in  fact,  endemic.  Bon- 
tius,  the  Dutch  physician,  who  wrote  at 
Batavia  in  1029,  mentioned  that  the 
islanders  of  Java  denominate  d  it  3/or- 
ffurtm,  aft  which  time  the  iioiiuudem 
had  not  finally  settled  in  the  island  moie 
than  eleven  years;    fin-  thev  fortified 
Batavia  in  l(i'l8,  six  years  after  Griine- 
ston  had  published  his  "Historic"  iu 
England.    The  Portuguese  had  oecu- 
)>ied  Goa  on  the  Malabar  coast  since 
1610,  distant  from  Batavia /m;o  thousand 
three  hundred  and  /ortjf^uc  miles,  a 
long  and  tedious  navigation  in  those 
days;  aud  I  conclude,  Uiat  as  the  dis- 
ease was  commoft  in  one  pl  icc,  ntid  bad 
bi-oken  out  at  such  a  disuucc  in  another 
—both  settlements  occupied  bysmh  im- 
placable enemies^  it  most  have  been 
univer^jilly  l^no\vn  hy  It.s  ancient  appel- 
iatiou  irom  one  end  of  ludia  to  the 
other. 

I  now  have  to  give  my  explsnatisn 

of  the  oriopin  of  lUort  de  dhieit. 

From  I5i*6  to  1GI2,  a  p<>riod  of\pycn. 
teen  years,  India  was  first  and  succea- 
sively  visited  by  the  Dutob,  English, 
I  nn  li,  mil  Danish  adventurers,  all  of 
wljuni,  It  may  be  imajfined,  occasionally 
«tperieuccd  themortal  visitation  ainomrst 
their  land  and  sea  forces,  in  ilicir  Tu, 
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trrroiirse   wilh   the   P(.rtiitrncsi%  who   (roiii     pushing  the  lutrcury,"  a  prmc- 
iirciiKUiiice  the  x  as  sh  in  Mor-de-xin^  tke  in  iiiy  J'oung  daijr»  in  e?«rr  focm  ^ 
they  migbt,  and  jjerimps  diil  mistake  \U  tbe  covpUmt,  and  iravg^t  with  evil, 
for'a  French  phrase,  ;inil  tlnis  ili*-  a«1<'p-  1  fl^.  ^'i*?  » 

tion  of  a  (Jnllimn  t«-nt),      n      lu  rif  Yo«r  obedient  senrMit, 

name,  may  be  exjdained,  w  ithout  cen-  MSDirug  ClWREIWli. 

sittiitgf  Sonnerat  «t  any  other  writer  for     compton  GWord,  Fiymoatb, 
the  ttunsformation  ;  altboti^h  I  cannot  JoneM,  10M. 

conceive  whv  la  Fttr  rfm  MortK  (All   

Souls'-dav)  shouUl  he  b<  tler  I  rench  than 

Iff  Mnrt  ke  CAien,  aKas  Mordexin.  REFORM  OF  THE  COLLEGE  OF 

The  next  passage,  fvcm  its  antiquity,  PHYSICIANS. 

is  ver>  MTtrTt'stiTiij: — "  Tlic  I'lux'  ts  n1<?o   

rontag^ious  tliere,  as  the  Plague  is  with 

vs;  eoTitinuall  Feners  kill  men  often  in    To  the  Editor  oftU  Mtditml  G^rfHt, 

tlirec  or  fonn    Dairs;   the  Portugfala 

fiiide  no  better  K(Mn(Mlir  fhiin  to  drnw  Snt, 

Hhaid.    These  Diseases  kill  many  Por-    Fon  many  years  past  the  cry  has  been, 
tiig-als  yearely,  for  they  eate  nothing   that  the  Itoyal  Colleffc  of  Physicians  of 
Mhieh  Is  of  <rood  Nourishment,  ana  London  reqirires  refom.    The  eon-' 
aliHTiilnn  till  iiisi'irrs  to  •▼lut  tlirir  Lusts   plainants  however  hnrr,  f(»r  fhi-  nmct 
w  itli  Insciiiitiim  NN'nmen.    We  may  see    pari,  rfealt  in  g'eTn'ralitics,  and,  at  any 
the  h.\j^)crit'iue  in  the  King's  Hospitall,   rate,  have  carefully  refrained  from  in- 
whieb  IS  a  Retreat  for  Pbrtn^1«  onely,  reatig-ating  the  queatitfn,  "  What  ta  the 
out  of  which  there  art*  cam"*  d  otiery   actual  measure  of  reform  whirli  the  cir- 
yeiire  foure  or  fine  h»indred  dead  Per-    cnmstanccs  of  the  times  require,  w  hirh 
sons.     The   Pox   are    ueiy    g-encral   may  be  yielded  without  injury,  and  with 
amongst  them,  nertber  is  it  any  Btemiali  which  the  Lieemttatea  ou|fnt  to  be  con- « 
to  him  that  hath  them ;  they  haue  tbe   tented  ?'*   TTie  time  is  arrived,  air,  when 
Remedie  from  China  "Roots,  and   al-    this  question  should  be  discussed,  and 
though  they  bee  much  infected,  yet  no   the  follow  infr  is  an  bumble  attempt  to 
man  fli«a  Aem ;  no,  althoogb  they  haue  solre  the  problem* 
had  them  three  or  four  Times;  bu^con-      Some  persons  have  cut  the  gordlan 
trariew'ise  they  glorie  in  them,  and  bold    knnt  by  stipulating  for  an  equality 
this  for  a  sweet  Paine  in  Regard  of  among  the  members  of  the  College.  1, 
others.**  know  but  of  two  objections  to  thla' 

I  may  here  ohserre,  that  nntil  these  scheme:  first,  that  it  is  impracticable, 
few  years  back,  the  flux  or  dv«'  ntr  r}'  even  in  this  a^e  of  HhiTality ;  and,  «e- 
has  been  alwavs  considered  liio^hly  condly,  that  if  it  were  attainable,  it 
c  ntagious  in  fndia:  the  continual  would  be  niiscbievoiis.  There  must  and 
fevers'*  are  the  endemic  hSioos  fevers,  cmght  to  be  orders  ;  but  tbe  question  is, 
and  it  wa*.  oiilv  by  free  and  copious  whether  a  diffen'nt  di>  ision  from  that  of 
blerdini,'-  that  tlio  vitdent  j'ain  of  tbe  Fellows  and  Licentiates  might  not  be 
bead,  gastric  irritability,  and  visceral  found  both  attainable  and  useful, 
engoi^ement,  could  have  been  relieved.  My  plan  is  this: — lat.  Let  a  new 
The  non-mercurial  treatment  of  the  charter  h*:  issued,  under  which  the  CoU 
Portugnese  .  Gallico,  (for,  vvilh  them  lege  shall  be  divided  into  two  orders— 
the  i'  rt'ncii  have  all  tJie  honor  of  it,)  senior  Fellows  and  junior  Fellow  s.  2d, 
mtmt'  have  socceeded  well  in  such  a  Let  the  senior  Fellows  constat  of  all  the 
eoufitrv  with  vitiated  constitnliniis,  existing  Fellows,  with  the  addition  of 
The  China  niot**  T  ]>ro'=nnie  to  liavc  such  of  tli'-  T «  ?itiafes  as  have  prae- 
been  the  dccoctvm  Imitnmcum^  w  hich  tised  in  Loudon  lor  twenty  years  with 
was  considered  as  a  specific  more  than  credit  and  reputation  (the  selection  to 
26f>  yetfrs  ago;  and  if  the  sarsaparilla  be  made  in  the  first  instance  by  the  Se- 
wa*  not  then  to  be obtailied  in  Tn(lia,the  crrtar\  of  Statt-  for  the  Home  I>t  |>nrt- 
xmitax  china  was*  in  it*  composition  meni.)  3d,  In  future  let  all  candidates 
held  in  as  mneb  esteem;  and  however  for  Collegiate  honours,  whether  Ora- 
such  dehauche<"s  may  have  gloried  in  diiatooi'an  Knglish,  Scotch,  or  foreign 
tl-e  di*'^  thry  bad  good  reason  to  re-  University,  be  received  in  tlir  fn-st  in- 
wicf  in  tlirir  doctors,  a<i  they  appear  to  stance  into  the  class  of  junior  Fellows; 
have  been  Tgnorant  of,  of  aostained   and  let  it  be  understood  hcnceforth,  that 
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tboRewlio  are  tmit  lo  W  F«lL(iws  aie  candour  of  M,  Telpeau  is  praiseworthy', 

ecfudly  tmfit  to  be  etitrasteil  with  tb*  He  acts  fully  up  to  the  principle  which 

lives  of  bis  Majesty's  Hubjeotaw   4tb,  Let  bealates  in  his  iircCait  ;  )u  treats  tlu* 

a  certain  number  of  the  junior  T't  llows  Hviujf  as  boldly  as  lie  does  the  dead, 

be  annuallv  elected  by  the  senior  i  el-  and  die  most  liiiilin^ui^bcil  authorities 

lows  into  tueir  own  class,  uo  oue  to  be  (when  they  desenx  it)  as  obaerreirs  of 

^Itffible  for  the  hi^^her  i«nk  who  has  not  little  wurtL.   "  I  bare  never  thought,** 

bcci:  five  years  in  actaftl  piactice  as  a  ^ny^  he,  "  t1i:it  to  '  oDfradict  an  author 

junior  Fellow.  is  to  treat  him  ill :  it  u  surdy  very  pos- 

More  than  this  no  LiceuLiate  ought  to  sible  to  attack  the  opinions  and  works  of 
ask:  v^ith  less  than  this  no  liaettttate  men  of  the  kifbestmeiit  without  falKug 
should  !•»"  satisfied.  Tlie  olaii  ]irosrrves  short  of  the  re.sppc  t  due  to  them,  or  even 
to  the  ♦  vistiiij^  race  of  Fellows  all  tlieir  eca^iiisf  to  adiuire  tiicni.  I  am  aware 
pre&cni  iiuuours  and  di«rnities.  It  con-  that  in  France  it  is  not  yet  greatly  the 
ciliatea  the  Licenlialea  l>y  abolishing  a  coaloni  so  to  do,  and  diat  in  the  eyes  of 
title  which  they  justly  view  as  the  many  persons,  to  dispute  n  man's  posi- 
badgc  of  inferiority,  and  in  a  few  years  tiooh Islo  makeasortof deelaraiionofwar 
it  will  tburoughl^'  amalgamate  them  ou  him.  But  the  interesti«oi'science  ought 
with  that  portion  of  their  piofessional  to  obtain  the  firat  consideration ;  ana  it 
brethren  whom  they  now  OBha|]ipiV  ^'i^^  feeling  that  I  am  reckless 
look  upon  as  th^^ir  np])refwor8.  The  about  private  prejudices. 
plan  in  of  easy  execuliuu,  and  X  sincerely  The  contents  ol  the  Embi  uoiogie  arc 
tmst  that  it  will  ieoeiv«  the  candid  con-  coueedingly  rich  and  falaable.  We  find 
tldenUion  of  those  in  the  Colleg[e  to  them  comfinsinff  eveiy  thing  that  is  po- 
whom  providence  lias  gi»en  ^hr  ability,  sltlvely  as  wellas  conjecturally  known 
and  the  law  the  power,  of  doing  unto  regarding  the  embryo  and  its  appen- 
others  as  they  would  that  others  should  dages,  cxtcrnall)'  or  todependently  con- 
do  unlD  them. —  I  am,  nir,  sulcred.    It  is,  It  seems,  the  aiuhor's  in- 

Yourvery  obedient  luunble  servant,  tention  in  a  future  work  to  treat  of  the 

A  PETrrioNLNG  LlC£NTlATE.  develdptnent  of  each  system,  orgaji,  or 

London,  July     les:^  viHcus  involved  in  the  pregnant  state 

  ^  fri»n>  the  tirstwoekailp  tO  l£e  period  of 

birth.    This  corrcspondinj^'-  j)ijrti()n  of 

ANALYSES  Ann  NOTlCfiSor  BOOKS.  ^''^  labours  he  announces  as  hw  intended 

  Oryu  Hogetiesie. 

M.  Yelpean  fives  a  list  of  the  obsta- 

''I/Autfur  sc  tnr  A  aiinnT,  r     que  Iftkctcvr  M  oloB  which  Stand itt  tb«  Way  of  inquirers 

tu*  k  .br^ger.  -i>  AuK«B«aT.  cmhrvolopy.    Among  them  he  men- 

*—  tions  the  utter  ignorance  which  in  al- 

Embrvolou,e,ouOvoh^ie  humatne;  cou.  »o«tercnr  case  exists  as  to  the  exact 

Umim  rNisttriTB  d0icripti9e  ei  i^o.  P?"'*<>  «  pregnancy-  the  impossibihty 

qraphinue  de  VfEnf  humain.    Par  of  kuojvnig  the  length  of  tune  that  may 

\K.  A.  L.  M.  Velpeau,  Chirurgien  de  ejapsed  from  the  d^th  of  Uie  fwtus 

rHopiul  de  la  titie,  Agreg6  a  la  to  its  expulsion— the  difficolly  of  satis. 

Faculty  deMedidne  de  PiSis,  Sec.  frwiro"rwlves  as  to  the  amount  ol  dis- 

Aeeompagnecdeqmnze  planches,  par  ^  ^ich  affected  Uie  embryo 

ChaxaL  or  foetus  lu  utero  belore  luLscarriage 

took  placc--the  uncertainty  of  result  at- 

In  our  f(»rmer  notice  of  this  work*  we  tending  even  the  most  careful  anatomical 

hastened  t(»  ^Uv  the  opinions  of  >f.  \', !  !iianipuhition — and  thr  1  lusi.ui  of  opti- 

pcau  on  a  point  of  structural  anatomy  cal  examinations.    Butulialho  dwells 

which  has  recently  been  much  contra,  upon  as  pccularly  liable  to  disUirb,  and 

verted:  it  uas  oratifving  to  see  how  whieh  has  often  disturbed,  the  results  of 

this  aenlf  and  able  antlnir  dealt  with  a  attentive   researrh,    is   the  mistaking 

.question  which  has  of  late  acquired  so  some  niinnte  obieci  in  the  first  instanre, 

mttchimponance— someoftheablestana.  and  liius  carrying  tliu  errt»r  ol  the  pre- 

totnistsofEurope  having  taken  it  up  with  mises  inevitably  into  the  concluuon. 

farncMncss,  and  in  several  instances  ar-  The  amnion,  for  example,  is  wanting, 

riving  at  very  oppo:>itc  conclusions.  Fhe  as  often  happens,  and  tlie  observer  takes 

—                                             ■   the  chorion  in  its  place  ;  it  is  reatlily 

•  8c«      m,  mu».  eonceived  how  much  Qonfusion  may  thns 
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arise.  The  cliurioii  mistaken  for  the 
allantnis,  the  deeidua  for  the  chorion, 
the  ]iiiin<jr  membrane  of  the  uterus  for 
the  deeidua,  all  eontrihiite  to  involve  the 
result  in  a  labyrinth  (»!" error.  It  is,  bv  the 
way*  with  a  sort  of  misprision  of  this  kind 
that  the  antlior  charges  Dr.  R.  Lee,  while 
be  adopts  with  eag'erness  almost  all  that 
gentleman's  other  conclusions.  Dr.  I^e, 
he  thinks,  haa  mistaken  the  internal  mem- 
Inraae  of  the  fimdtw  uteri  for  the  iileriiie 
porti(»i  of  the  deeidua  -,  but  it  Is  a  mis- 
take, be  says,  >vliieh  has  been  committed 
hy  numbers  of  observers,  and  there  ia 
not  the  slightest  impntatioa  attachable 
to  tmj  one  for  fallin<r  into  it.  Our  an- 
tbor  IS  \  cry  cliaritable;  but  to  confess 
the  truth,  we  stronj^ly  suspect  be  has 
himself  mistaken  Dr.  I^c  on  tlje 
point  Some  idea  of  the  cam  !«• 
quired  in  treating  of  the  more  subtle 
membranes  of  the  uterine  orgun,  may  be 
formed  from  the  fact,  that  ior  the  deci^ 
duu  of  Hunter  there  are  enameiated  by 
M.  Telpeau  no  leM  than  fourteen  seve- 
ral synonyms  in  use  witli  different 
authon;  and  for  the  reJUxa^  nine. 

Hie  introdoctoiy  portion  of  the  woilc 
ia  occupied  chiefly  with  a  discu.ssion  of 
the  claims  of  MM.  Dutrocliet  and 
Hrcebet  as  oiiji;inal  observers  in  embry- 
oloffy.  lietuecn  tlic  latter  gentleman 
ana  M.  Velpeau  there  seems  to  be  a 
direct  rivalry  on  the  subject  of  uterine 
anatomy.  Some  years  ag-o  they  carried 
OH  their  researches  in  common;  em- 
ployed the  aaine  artiat  to  delineate  the 
same  preparations  to  illustrate  their  re- 
spective views;  and  tln'y  have  publislj- 
ed  their  separate  works  about  the  same 
time,  containing  not  onljr  lae  simile 
plates,  but  many  fae  simile  statements. 
M.  Velpeau  pfives  an  rr/utsr  of  those 
points  in  which  they  seem  to  eoi)y  each 
Other,  and,  of  course,  vindicates  Lis  own 
priority  oi  claim  by  chronological  refe- 
rence to  bis  ])ublications.  However  in- 
terestino'  it  may  l»e  to  many  people  to 
investigate  the  respective  rights  of  the 
parties,  all  that  the  public  will,  or 
ought  to  care  for,  is  the  fact  of  the  coin- 
ci&nces  in  their  separate  works  and  the 
probability  of  tiic  correctness  of  opinions 
ra  which  two  such  able  rivals  have 
concurred.  Another  very  important  part 
of  the  introduction  is  that  which  sets 
fortli  the  views  of  the  German  school 
touching  almost  all  the  contnnrerted 
points  of  embryoli^;  M.  Velpeau 
givrs  ns  an  able  abstract  from  nur- 
dach  on  the  subject,  which  ejdiibits 


at  once,  fie  says,  the  fairness  of  tJie 
author,  and  the  danger  of  abandon- 
inff  facts,  in  favour  of  analogies  and 
tli|,rhts  of  imagination  in  the  physical 

sciences. 

It  would  be  impossible  within  the 
limits  of  the  present  notiee  to  follow  If. 
Velneau  through  the  execution  of  hit 
work.  He  divides  his  subject  siniplv 
into  two  sections  :  in  the  tirst  he  treats 
of  the  MUMVtt  of  the  fcstm,  and  in  the 
other  of  the  foetus  itsdf.  The  atinexca 
embrace  the  nicmbrnne<5,  the  v«'sielej», 
and  the  placenta  and  cord.  The  inem> 
hranes  he  reduces  to  three— the  deeidua, 
the  chorion,  and  die  anmiett«M»f  cacbof 
which  he  tnata  separately. 

We  have  already  intimatt d  the  opi- 
nions of  M.  Velpeau  respecting  tlie 
stnietMre  of  die  placenta:  our  readers 
may  not  be  displeased  now  to  have  as 
account  of  his  views  re^fanlin«»-  the 

"  Union  of  the  pUicenta  and  the 
«#eni0.  — On  this  point  pbysiologisis 
have  been  much  occupied.  >«orthwycic, 
Astrue,  Haller,  Mery,  Baudelo<|ne, 
thought  that  the  great  venous  canals  of 
the  uterus  were  eoKtiniious  with  those 
of  the  placenta.  Warthon,  Ileuss,  an<l 
a  p-reat  many  modems,  tiiink  that  the 
point  of  the  uterus  in  contact  with  the 
ovum  in  the  beginning  of  iiregnancy, 
becomes  fungous,  and  that  toe  rango^- 
ties  which  constitute  the  uterine  ]>la- 
ccnta  interming^lc  and  coalr*ire  with 
those  of  tlie  chorion,  so  that  there  must 
be  a  laceration  on  the  expulsion  of  the 
aflerl)irtli.  Even  FlniABaor  Dubois  ad- 
vocates the  latter  opinion,  h(ddin<;, 
moreover,  the  milk-fever  to  be  a  true 
traumatic  pyrexia. 

"  According  to  Stein,  the  lobes  of  the 
jdaccnta  are  impressed  into  the  titerus; 
the  ramifications  <if  its  vessels  beiiigf 
thus  implanted  into  the  great  sinuses  of 
the  uterus,  like  the  roots  of  a  plant  in 
the  soil.  Asdnibali  supposes  tliat  the 
placenta  a<lli(rcs  to  the  uterus  as  fh<« 
succulent  part  uf  a  peach  to  its  kernel. 
Leroux  compared  it  to  the  attachment 
of  a  leech  to  the  skin.  Others  niain- 
tained  that  the  union  was  like  ilmi  of 
grafting  on  a  tree — that  it  takes  place 
urougn  an  accidental  cellular  tissue — 
through  particular  vessels,  Sec,  What 
I  have  already  said  on  the  structun-  of 
the  placenta  fs  suttieient,  I  should  think, 
to  prove  that  none  of  those  hypotheses 
are  *  \actlv  correct.  I  should  say  with 
Me.  l*oi\in,  that  in  numbers  of  women 
who  have  died  in  the  pregnant  state. 
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Ac  sole  connexion  that  seemed  to  unite  Illustrations  of  VetfHahle  Phi^iitpioff^^ 

the  placenta  and  the  uterua  was  the  ^"v.    Uv  Jamcs  Main,  A.L.S.  \:c. 

membraiie  covering'  and  unUing  the  The  object  of  the  author  of  this  ucat 

lobes  of  the  former  orsraii.  ]|ttle  volume  is  to  present  a  plain  and 

"  J  h:\yc  obs«'nf(l,  Ih-mM.  <^,  flint  the  coii.  Ise           of  (h.-  various  striKtur.'. 

adbesiunoftheovuiuitiumlunutiiruu^h.  fnuctians,  and  prnpntirs  of  ]»lants,  and 

out,  and  that  it  can  be  destioved  wUh  u>do  this  in  a  popular  rather  than  in  a 

the  handle  of  the  scalpel  without  any  rtricily  scientifie  form.   We  think  ho 

difficulty,  or  \>itlM»tit breakiii-r any  thinjr  has  succeeded  in  his  design:  he  has 

except  certain  nincous  flakcsi  (trattus)  jrhrn  n<«  an  o\<-.'llent  compendium  of 

similar  to  thoi*e  exiitting  between  the  tlie  many  important  discovericb  which 

mmiMm  ami  chorion,  or  between  the  have  of  late  been  made  ill  this  hmeh  of 

fuhc  membrane  in  crouj),  and  the  tissue  science,  and  has  inteispersed  a  ^ood 

that  gives  it  orirnn.    'Mre  n  real  source  deal  ..fMri-inil  oli^f-n-ation,  dnived  from 

of  error       been  that  auUiors  have  had  a  h-nj^thcucd  lu  actical  experience.  The 

lew  opportunitiea  of  ohservinir  the  Avnm  book  is  embellished  witli  a  profusion  o# 

in  its  natural  situation,  and  Utat  where  wril-ozeeuted  wood-enta. 
women  have  died  a  few  days  after  deli- 
very,  the  internal  surface  of  xha  uterus 

Jh:,snsl?:;S^:r'uJ?»i:  medical  gazette. 

of  tlH>  jdacenta.  ^MtMrdojf^Ju^  20,  1^03. 

*'  We  should  just  recollect  two  cir-  , 

curostauccs.   The  internal  membrane  of  .      ,^  , 

«lu  M*MM«               io  fl«           J  1  I  Licet  omnJbtiK,  licet  ctJam  inilif,  dlgtill  iterr 

the  Uterus,  which  is  so  well  developed,  ^^^^  ^^^.^^ 

and  easy  to  be  di9S«H  ted  in  mosttireg--  i^uMleaniMt,  dlceadtperieSlmn  »<Nii<*eii>o.'' 


nant  women,  st>eedily  becomes  soft  and  »  .i  ..  GMaaisiii' 

di»or^;auixed  alter  death  consequent  on   

entire  m  the  oterM*.,  ;ith1  the  orjran  has  Jr  has  lonf;^  been  acknowledcred  that 

contracted  lu  s<mic  dcifrec,  there  is  an  ,t.' .  „ii  .k-  .i^..; 

appeanmoe  of  keerati^  where  the  pla-  "metropolis  possesses  aM  the  rtqux. 
centa  waa attached,  which  would  induce  *  ^^^^^  university :  ilierc  is  no 

a  person  to  infer  in  intimate  union  be-  branch  of  science  or  art  that  does  not  lind 

twecu  the  bodies  in  ihetr  natural  condi.  h\  if  able  cultivators  and  arromplishcd 

tion.   When  ibe  parts  are  exanuued  tn  .  ^  i  i     i  -  i  ■       .  . 

•>»».     *  u<^«<  teachers:  and,  wbich  is  nn>st  to  our  imr- 

situ,  and  the  pregnancy  has  eicoeaded  ,    ,         ...      ■    ,  ■ 

the  fifth  inontli,  it  is  r.;,Kv  to  sheu-  that  P"**'''      ^  medicine,  m  (L  spite 

Uic  uterine  sinuses  arc  prolonged  by  of  the  absence  of  certain  externals,  it 

larg^e  and  oblique  openings  tvcn  to  the  has  luuir  enjoyed  a  biirh  de«Tee  of  eelc- 
suHace  of  the  placeiiU  or  perhaps  the  q,,^"         ^^^^^^  ^  j,^^ 

w  intle  ot  tlM' ovum  ;  but  these  openings,  »  ^ 

furnished,  as  it  were,  .vith  valves,  or  fine  l'''^  footuifr  of  other  Ku.  upean 

membranous  veils,  (j^rubabiy  C4:msistiii|^  universities— a  bond  of  union  combining 

of  the  mucous  Umic  itwlf)  have  no  cor-  its  several  parts,  and  a  recognised  head 

iWjpondeiice  with  any  vascular  c^rificc       distribute  In  rewaids^to  wield  the 

Ultiier  111  the  decidua  or  tluMuaeentii.  In  ^   i>  i.      i.  i 

thia  particular  there  is  stUi  room  for  &"^enmient  of  the  whole. 

Bwny  new  researches."  Some  there  are,  whoae  minds  ba.ve 

In  the  second  section  M.  Wdpeau  never  been  much  dheeted  to  the  auhieotii 

treats  of  flu  curious  subject  ol  tlu  r  arliest  ^j,^^  ^  especial  structure,  a 

appearance  of  the  embryo,  its  prau.tive  ^j^^  j  ,  habitation"  as  well  as  a 
form,  and  ot   the  successive  develop-  uaviwiMwit       wt^u  » 

ments  of  its  different  parts.    He  Is  more  "  name,**  is  essential  to  thia  end^that 

brief  on  the  latter  head  tlian  be  \vi)nld  there  must  be  Sf) me  handsome  rang-c  of 

oUien»ise  be,  in  eonsc.|>o  rr.  r  .  f  the  ( en-  l,„ildinirs,  as  at  Bcrh'n,  Edinbufvb,  or 

teuiplatcd  treatise  alreudy  uiludcti  to.  r\  1 1-      i     *  j  ^  t 

•Ae  plates  are  beyond  all  praise,  but  P"*^^?'  ^  ^  P*"?*^ '  '"'^ 

must  Ik-  seen  and  thorouj^hly  examined  reason  can  scarcely  coni])rchend 

to  be  appreciated  as  they  deserve.  that  a  real  unive»ity  might  exist  here 
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>vith(>iit  soiih  laiimlile,  viMiilc,  aiul  «!!s. 
tirirt  ]u!e  unrtliy  tlic  majTiiifudc  <>i  liic 
iiirlropolis, — the  t  rcctidu  ul  u  hicli  would 
be  uu  uiiderUiking'  of  vast  risk  and  ex- 
|iei)sc,  Hell  calculated  to  make  even  the 
mutt  MPdcnt  pause.  Those  penoas  are 
Terjr  impcifcedj  acquainted  with  the 
GonstttutHftu  of  such  a  pl«ee.  Let  them 
look  to  a  ndghbouiing  kiugdom  pot- 
aeflaini^  ono  of  the  oldest  inatitutiona 
of  the  kind  in  Europe — that  of  Pbria. 
Yet  where  is  the  University  of  Paris  as 
a  pile  ?   Its  bead  is  conuaonl  >  obi^rved 
at  the  Sorbonne,  and  has  often  been  else- 
where;  but  its  component  and  integral 
parts  are  uell  ascertained,  though  they 
are  diffused  over  a  large  space,  situated 
in   some  instances  many  miles  apart 
from  each  (»thrr — consisiiu^,  in  short,  of 
a  certain  unnOx-r  of  disfinc  t  c<»lh'pfes  or 
recognized   schools,    tlie   students  of 
which,  after  liavinif  complied  with  ctr- 
taiii  regulations,  are  eveiitually  ccrlilicd 
by  tht'  caput.    The  same  is  true  of  other 
well-known  universities  of  the  cuntincut. 
But  why  go  abroad  for  an  illustration 
which  we  may  have  at  home?  Eveiy 
one  knows,  or  ought  to  remember,  that 
our  Tenersbls  establishments  of  Oxlnd 
and  Cambridge  consist  of  nought  dse 
than  certain  united  schools  subject  to 
the  rule  and  governance  of  an  appointed 
bead.  The  several  buildings  belonging 
to  the  schools  are  more  nearly  situated 
w  ith  regard  t<>  each  other  than  those  of 
Paris,  but  in  little  more  than  ibis  con* 
sists  the  only  difiercnre 

What,  then,  is  wanting  to  render  Lon* 
don  c«;sentiallyan  university,  but  to  incor- 
porate the  Several  distint,'^nish»'d  schoids 
e.\i>ilin<^  w  itliin  jt,  thus  muli  i  iii^j^  them 
>irtnall>  m)  inan\  collri»<"s,  and  to  vest 
in  a  pariieular  hodv  the  irox  ruuii  itt  of 
the  M  hole  ?  This  would  be  relonn  on  a 
j^rand  scale.  The  partit'ular  bodj  hliuuld 
not  be  part  or  parcel  of  any  of  the  so. 
boffdinatc  establishments;  no  teachers 
from  the  different  schools,  much  lem 
those  of  a  particular  school,  should  have 


an  V  part  in  the  control  of  the  general 
instiffition. 

But  perhaps  it  may  !><•  thought  that 
tliis  plan — thuuj^h  there  ma\  be  nuthiii^r 
actually  uureosouahlc  in  it — is  too  ex- 
tensive, and  that  there  are  certain  eon- 
flicting  interests  to  be  reconciled  belbrc 
it  could  be  rendered  in  any  degree  prac« 
taoable.  The  ancient  and  aristocmtie 
eatablisbments  in  the  provincea  have,  it 
is  known,  a  veto,  whicb  they  can  use 
with  powerful  effect  with  regard  to  anj 
arrang^enfe  threatening  to  interlere,  as 
this  plan  assuredly  would,  with  much 
that  is  unquestionably  valuable  in  their 
present  forms  and  coii'^tittitious.    Be  it 
80.    Yet  to  the  extent  that  our  desires 
fro  to  aid  in  a  reform  in  this  matter — we 
mean  in  order  to  render  London  so  n)uch 
of  !Ui  iniivcrslt}'  as  to  be  competent  U) 
Cfiiili  i  <li  in  ti  s  in  medicine — the  tlinii*'  is 
verj  far  trom  chimerical.    If,  indeed, — 
in  the  event  of  such  a  project  heinif  s«'t 
about  in  earnest^— Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge, with  their  acknowledged  defi- 
dency  in  the  means  of  bestowing  medi- 
eml  oducatbn,  i^auM  inleiferc  with  a 
prohibitory  design,  then  will  it  be  de- 
monstrated how  far  these  institutions 
are  mischiBvoaB  monopolies,  and  how 
lar  the  spirit  of  mammoii  has  infteied 
their  councils :  then  will  they  be  enabled 
to  eaqperiraoe  whether  there  is  more  ter- 
ror in  the  censures  of  the  judioions  than 
in  the  rage  of  the  destructives. 

Each  of  the  other  capital  of  the 
United  Kingdom  has  its  university  — 
with,  of  course,  all  those  powers  which 
the  name  of  an  University  implies ;  and 
why,  may  it  he  asked,  is  I<omh>n,  the 
ca])ital  of  the  empire,  and  the  j>freatest 
and  richest  <  ity  iu  the  world,  without 
one?  The  qurstion  has  Ireijni  ntly  been 
put,  and  its  force  of  late  sf»  \m  11  under- 
stood, that  on  tl)c  sireuj^ih  ol  it,  it  has 
been  attempted  to  palm  upon  the  public 
tiie  speculation  of  a  joint-atock  «om« 
pany,  assuming  in  the  boldest  manner 
the  name;  but  enough  of  this.  The 
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reason,  if  it  should  be  attemptet!  to 
be  ai»si^it'«l,  why  I^iidoii  hns  liitlierto 
been  tlestilutt>  of  an  establisliniciiL  «a})a- 
hlo  of  rouferring"  tloj^roes,  nii^lit  lie  va- 
riously stated;  it  wtuiltl  soem  to  have 
been  owiii^  to  a  coiiif  ni  ition  of  circum- 
stances—  the  proxjiJiil>  of  Oxford  and 
Cambridg'e  —  the  accidental  circuni- 
stance  of  having  no  atmettire  origimUy 
Ibunddl  Ibr  audi  a  purpose-^drie  fiwee 
of  pfeeedenty  wbicik  is  so  chancteristi- 
oallj  distiiietive  of  all  Ao  imtitiitUMH  of 
this  ooantiy— and  petiia]ii  tfao  And  yar- 
tiali^  of  those  who  have  fower  to 
manage  it  otherwise,  for  their  ovm  fa- 
voured places  of  edocation.  Now  let 
all  these  circumslaiiees  have  their  due 
weii^ht— 'let  tbeni,  md  we  will  offer 
Ihem  no  opposition,  still  prevent  the 
erection  of  a  rival  University  in  the  me- 
tropolis, one  affecting-  the  «iame  ranprr 
ntifl  fxtf^nt  of  powere  as  the  sister  osta- 
l»li-}iin*  iits  in  the  proviniM's  •  vet  \\v  will 
say,  that  when  the  puhlu  o;iMi(l— nay, 
absolute  neces.H!ty--impenuu-;ly  itujuircs 
that  at  least,  so  for  as  medival  degrees 
are  concerned,  there  should  be  a  compe- 
tent authority  vested  in  some  institution 
of  the  metropolis,  in  older  that  those 
who  sue  here  edocalsd  msy  not  have  to 
travel  dsowhere  for  a  eeitilieale.of  Aeir 
qoalilEeations— and  the  more  so,  as  the 
piovincial  cstsMishmenta  are  so  vtterly 
defective  in  the  medical  depaitment  of 
education — we  say,  thai  in  this  case  it 
is  impossible  that  any  one  should  rea- 
sonably maintain  that  the  least  weight 
should  be  attached  to  the  above-roen- 
tiuned  combination  of  circumstances. 

Wr  \nst  week  <5tnted  niir  views  as  to 
the  pnipriely  of  fntnisting"  to  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  the  power  of  conft  r- 
rinjr  medical  deerees.  We  nrjjJied  that 
as  tilt:  luiiteniporajy  inrntitutimis,  the 
College  of  Surgeons,  by  confcrrinjr  their 
diploma,  constituted  surgeons,  and  tlie 
Society  of  Apothecaries  bad  the  power 
of  sending  forth  general  practitioners*- 
there  was  no  reason  why  tlie  Cidlege  of 
Physicians  should  remain  in  an  anoma« 


IVLATfON  BILL.  Ml 

lous  condition,  incompetent  to  constitute 
tlieir  diplomatist  an  M.  D.  We  shall 
not  jnirsue  the  subject  farther  at  [>re?<ent, 
but  merely  add,  that  of  course  l»efore 
sueli  an  important  priviloq^e  should  be 
conlitlrd  to  this  institution,  certain 
changes  will  be  requisite — means  must 
be  taken  to  conciliate  more  or  less  the 
large  body  of  individuals  who  are 
earnest,  and,  we  believe,  not  vnrsasona* 
ble,  in  the  expression  of  their  dissatis- 
fiMtiott :  ampk  inquiry,  in  shorty  must 
he  tnstitoted  into  ^e  present  condition 
of  the  College,  with  a  view  to  certain 
salntaiy  siodifieations.  By  such  a  step 
—  and  such  ouly— >we  mean  by  the  puri- 
fication  of  the  source  whence  it  is  hi' 
tended  that  honours  shall  flow  —  the 
College  will  aerjuire  that  popularity  and 
influence  which  it  at  present  confessedly 
want*;  while  power  conferred  (if  wc  can 
ecmceive  the  possibility  of  such  iiti  oeeur- 
renee  in  these  times,  so  disting'uislied 
by  the  jealousy  r^ntfrtained  of  all  close 
corporations)  without  j)re>ious  invest!- 
gfaLion,  cau  unly  lead  to  a  state  of  ihincfs 
more  oifcusive  than  at  tinjt,  and  mai  k  out 
die  object  of  this  immature  aggrandize- 
ment as  one,  perhaps,  of  desire  to  .the 
avaiieious  and  selfish,  but  of  disgust 
to  every-  well-regulated  member  of 
society. 

FACTORIES  REGULATION  BILL. 

This  Bill,  we  regret  to  stale,  has  been 
virtually  defeated,  by  the  manosuvres  of 

the  cotton-spinners  and  the  Ministers 
last  night,  in  altcrinrr  its  second  and  prin- 
cipal clause.  The  object  of  the  Hill, 
it  will  be  remembered,  wa<i  t<»  ;irtor(i 
prfil<'<"tion  to  \ miii^  ]ic<»ph' ol  l>oi}i  sr.\(  s, 
under  the  ii^c  of  18  :  as  it  nrtw  Ktainb, 
they  are  to  he  protected  only  up  to  13 ; 
haviny  the  whole  period  of  pubertif  m«- 
protectcd.  We  blush  to  add  that  Lord 
Althor}),  iu  eflectin<^  liiis  mischievouK 
change,  iVas  enabled  to  base  his  argu- 
meats  on  the  dicta  of  the  ktc  meiSeai 
commission. 
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COLL£Q£  OF  PHYSICIANS, 

^W*:  ^Ive  IiiscTtidii  to  the  follow  iii*^  let- 
ter, tlioU}^li  tlinc  is  soiiiethiiigf  iiiforinal 
in  the  nioiie  in  which  it  has  reached  us. 
We  \vill  thank  tlie  writer,  the  next  tiiue 
he  favours  us,  to  send  his  name,  espe- 
( ially  when  he  directs  his  communica- 
tion to  a  private  address.] 

To  tke  Editor  oftho  ModieMlGtueotto. 

Sin, 

You  have  indulged  yourself  in  n  iiiaiks 
frequently,  of  late,  on  the  unpupularity 
of  the  Co1]t  <>)  of  Physiciana.  Is  it 
4ruc  that  iliis  It  uriu-d  body  is  <>;(>  nnpo- 
pular  iu  public  o]>inion  ?  I  wuuld  deny 
the  faci  in  Ihe  first  instance;  for,  by 
yonr  own  Gazelle,  it  appears  that  the 
nicctiii'j^  of  the  Collejjfe  nave  been  well 
fre<]Hented,  not  only  by  the  medical 
profession,  hut  by  Ujc  most  emioeut 
members  of  the  law  and  the  church, 
and  by  the  nobles  of  the  land.  And 
ns  to  the  papers  to  %vlii(  h  these  au- 
diences have  been  called  to  listen,  your 
own  puf^es  will  furnish  ample  proof  of 
their  interest  and  value. 

Ill  r.-.|i.'ct  to  the  lilx  ralify  («f  tli.-  Col- 
lege, ou  the  want  oi' which  your  irnpu- 
tatiou  mi(j:ht  be  expecteil  to  rest,  il"  you 
take  the  trouble  of  referring  to  the*  re- 
tnnis  made  by  the  College  to  the  orders 
of  the  House  of  C«»mmons,  dafrd  .Ttnic 
21st,  you  will  see,  in  the  first  place,  that 
within  the  last  ten  years  no  rewertban 
seven  of  the  Licentiates  have  been 
'1'  (  ted  into  the  F(  lifiwship  ;  and  lliat, 
louurds  the  expense  of  tlic  present 
building:  of  the  College,  not  less  a  sum 
than  8,000/.*  has  heen  actually  sub- 
serihcfl  hy  tJie  present  I'ollows.  And 
what  use  have  they  made  oi'  the  build- 
ing to  which  tl)cy  contributed  so  largely.^ 
Wliat  except  to  open  it  to  the  public, 
and  to  eiiltivntr  i  {iifodd  iindiTstaiidiii^' 
amongst  flic  scvt  ral  bnuicheti  of  Uie 
jjrolession  i' — I  am,  sir, 

Yours,  See. 
A  Fellow  of  the  Colleos  of 

PlIYSICJANS. 

•  From  Ihis  document  it  appturs  th.il  the  ex- 
]HM)4e  of  buUdin^  th'>  pre«et)t  CoUefre  amounted 
nltooetlicr  tn  more  thiin  2A,000/.  or  thi4  turn, 
9tVQm,  wcr«  the  produc*  of  the  ral<  of  the  build, 
tiif  of  (he  ColleM  In  Warwieli.lane,  wad  2,000/. 
wer«  Itiveti  t)y  tno  H.uIilitIV  Trinli-i!*.  nie  rent 
tviM  prnvittrd  )>y  llic  fontrnmllon*  <>f  the  preimit 
KrIluWK,  ntid  by  tliv  ordinary  i>i  ilu- < HI  • 

Itgc  uermitttU  lu  accuiuuLUc  Uuriug  scTcroJ  years 
for  tnie  psrtlciiJjir  |^tirpoic* 


[1 1  is  one  thino"  to  net  with  a  certain 
intention,  and  another  to  succeed  iu  it. 
Of  t]ie    good  intentions**  of  the  Col- 
lege towards  the  public  and  the  proles- 
sion,  we  ciitertaiTi  Uttlf*  flfitht ;  how  far 
tliey  have  been  succcs^lui  in  cflTectin^ 
their  benevolent  purpose,  is  aaotfacr 
question.     The  want  of  "  lilierality ** 
usually  imput*  tl  t  )  tlx  Colli-;,--!-,  is  (juif.- 
another  thing  Irtun  nliat  our  corresjKUj- 
dcnt  seems  to  suppose,  and  has  but  little 
feferettce  to  pounds,  shilling  and 
pence ;  and  for  the  seven  Licentiatea 
we  have  always  ^i^  en  them  ample  cre- 
dit.   As  to  their    unpopularitj'" — how- 
ever it  he  accounted  for— we  have  only 
stated  the  fai-t,  and  a$  a  fact  much  to  lie 
regrettetl.     We  can  hardly  tliiiik  our 
correspondent  serious,  when  he  appeals 
to  the  "  mcctiugs"  as  a  proof  of  the  po- 
pularity of  the  College.    Did  it  never 
ocntr  to  him  tn  classify  tlii  \  isit  trs  at 
any  ot  the  well-attcndcil  t  oitrcrui^ioni^ 
and  to  analyse  tiie  probable  mutivea  of 
their  coming  E.G.] 

HOPITAL  D£  LA  CHARIt£ 
CuKiQUB  or  M.  BOVILLAOn. 

Cam  of  interne.  Pit  l}nieiifiioinj  BuecU^ultg 
treatetl  —  Htlapsr  during  CoinaUicrnct  — 
Ckoferiform  Dysfulery — Dtath'—Autoftm, 
—Reporltd  6jr  M.  Donne,  Vhffdt  OkHfim. 

The  followingcageof  sgrewperipncamony 

is  interi stiiv?.  cliii-flv  on  acctmnt  «»f  the 
accidents  which  occurred  during  ouQva« 
Itsoence;  rach  accidents  om  by  no  meana 
rare  in  mir  hospitals,  but  tlity  arc  too 
commonly  disregarded.  It  will  be  seen, 
in  short,  that  too  much  care  cannot  l)e  be- 
stowed on  the  regime  of  patients  daring 
their  recovery,  and  even  long  afttr  t)uy 
hare  escaped  the  principal  danger  oi  their 
disorder. 

Brunctcau,  a  mason,  o:;cd  18,  jn<5t  ar- 
rived in  Paris,  was  taken  to  the  Cbarite 
on  the  27th  of  March  last,  labouring  under 
a  pcripnciunony  which  involved  a  large 
portion  of  the  nght  lung.  The  patient  is 
of  a  ratlicr  robust  constitution,  of  pretty 
filll  habit,  and  presenting  every  appear., 
ance  of  liahitnal  good  health;  li  i  tu  vrr 
had  any  severe  illness  beforehand  is  suLyeei 
to  no  infirmity;  not  given  to  excoss  of 
wine  or  slroni?  lienors,  lie  left  the  de- 
jmrtmcnt  of  I.a  ('reuse  to  tnu  cl  to  Paris 
on  fmit,  and  on  the  way  reriivid  much 
min  while  in  a  heated  condition.  On  tlie 
ti-ith  of  ^funh  he  arose  as  sm  U  ;is  u^uul, 
witliout  cither  euugh,  shiverini;,or  poiu  in 
the  side;  he  then  went  lo  uw  Grire  in 
search  of  work,  where,  having  been  tJt- 
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poicd  for  aome  time  to  the  cdld,  he  was 

taken  uith  shivcrings,  aiul  rcturnetl  Imrae 
U»  bed.  Prcscntlv  lie  felt  a  pain  in  the 
right  iudc  of  the  client,  inereased  by  strong 
inspi  ration  and  by  coagliing;  the  s))iita 
whieh  h(*  lirgan  to  cough  up  were  at  first 
white  and  mucous,  but  next  day  assumed 
ft  msty  eolmir,  beeame  liiwnns  an<l  send- 
transparent  Tntense  Ina  lruhf  ;  four  or 
five  stools  in  the  dayj  slevpleasj  ifhivering, 
then  bttfning  witn  heat.  Next  day  the 
avmptoms  aggrarati<).  He  reached  the 
(  harito  ill  the  middle  of  llie  day,  and  was 
bled  ill  ihe  evening ;  four  jxih  ttcs  of  blood 
were  abstracted;  tne  dot,  when  examined 
tlie  day  after,  swam  in  an  abundance  of 
serosity,  and  shewed  traces  of  a  greenish 

boir. 

When  visited  on  the  i28th,  he  was  lying 
<»n  the  left  side;  tlic  pain  in  the  right  pre- 
venting him  from  lyiug  uu  that  side.  The 
head  heavy  and  painHil ;  no  delirium ; 
sighing;  sleepless;  lips  dry;  tongue  moist, 
eoated  white  in  the  middle,  with  red  edges 
and  apex  $  thint 

Fxamiiiation  of  the  Chat.  —  Respiration 
embarrassed~<il  in  the  minute;  cough 
fiec^uent;  expectoration  scanty.  Br»idi 
fotid;  sputa  slightly  streaked  witli  tdood 
Sharp  pain  of  the  right  side  at  the  base 
of  the  chest,  below  the  arm-pit.  The  re- 
Moance  can  be  perceived  in  fV-ont,  to  the 
distance  of  two  fingers'  breath  bt  1  ow  the 
nipple  j  there  a  decided  solid  sound  is  ob- 
servable, whieh  I  (dmald  consider  owing 
to  tlu-  j)rcsfiKe  of  the  liver;  hut  tljc  respi- 
rut  ion  is  pure  and  vesicular  in  the  former 
imiL  Behind,  the  elearhwilthy  resonance 
is  discernible  to  h(  hnv  the  middle  of  the 
chest — in  fact,  to  four  fingers'  breadths 
Inflow  the  scapula;  there  commences  a 
strong  brondiial  respiration,  with  leso. 
iKUHc  of  the  voice  and  (r'l^'ojdiony.  On 
the  side,  below  tlie  arm  pit,  towards  the 
Imse  of  the  lung,  the  same  respiratory 
tavadSk  An  examination  of  the  left  sidfe 
shewed  the  rpHpiration  and  resonance  there 
to  l)e  p<  rfcctly  healtiiy.  The  sounds  of  the 
l)t  art  dull  and  deep  :  no  pain  on  this  side. 

'I"lu>  patient  wa^  iuiUKdlalely  bled  afresh 
to  three  palettes,  and  twenty- five  leeches 
were  applied  to  the  seat  of  pain.  Poul. 
tice,  emollient  lavement,  low  diet.  Pulse 
springy,  rci^tilar,  fw>  in  the  minute.  Pit  of 
stomach  and  ri^iit  hypogiustriuui  painful 
on  pressure.  Eight  liquid  stools,  without 
i  in  the  course  of  twelve  h<nir^.  Con- 
Mdcrabic  heat  of  skin,  without  dryness. 
Anodier  Meeding  in  the  evening. 

2i>th. — The  bl<M)d  covered  with  a  thiik 
greenish  buff.  Pulse  I0();  respiration  10 
to  41.  8puta  rather  scanty — still  rusty. 
I'rcpitous  rfile  in  a  lioiiled  spot  behind,  at 
the  ha*;c  of  tlir  lunrr.  'I'fic  pai.-i  of  the 
side  lcs>  severe.    J^kin  dry,  with  u  slightly 

i'autidicetl  tint.    Klveding  again;  twenty 
ecdies  to  the  side;  diet,  &c.  as  before. 


30th.— PnostraUoo  since  yesterday.  No 
l)ufiV  coat  on  the  clot.  P'ulse  WZ.  The 
respiration  discernible  through  tlie  whole 
extent  of  the  inferior  lo1>e  of  the  right 
lung,  with  crepitous  rale  very  distinct* 
Bleeding  to  three  imlettes  ;  1  >  leeches. 

31st  and  April  1st. — Leeches  repeated 
each  daj.  liess  piostratton.  Pfttient  com- 
plains. 

2d.>-Skin  less  hot  and  more  moist. 
Figure  calm.  PnlseSft.  Respiration  calm. 

Front  this  <late  tlie  cure  })ri)ceeded  ra- 
])idly :  on  the  tith,  no  blood  vim  discovered 
in  the  sputa,  Res])inition  of  the  right 
lung  scarcely  discernible  from  that  of  the 
left,  except  hy  its  being  somewhat  more 
feeble.  Broths  and  soups.  Couvalescent 
on  the  10th. 

On  the  I3th,  the  patient  gorged  liiniHt'Jf 
with  food,  which  was  probably  brought  to 
him  by  some  of  liis  firlends:  he  afterwards 
went  down  to  the  garden,  remained  ex- 
posed to  the  sun  for  a  time,  and  then  was 
seized  with  vomiting.  Every  symptom  of 
fever  was  present  next  day.  *l>ceches  to 
the  temples:  low  diet.  On  the  l^itli,  no- 
menius  stools,  tinged  with  blood.  Exces- 
sive weakness.  Leeches  to  the  anus:  standi 
lavement. 

Next  <\vi\-  the  stools  were  almost  conti- 
nual, and  consisted  of  nearly  pure  blood, 
with  wbite  grnmons  masses  floating  in  it. 
The  evacuations  much  resembled  those  in 
cholera  at  an  advanced  stage.  Very  little 
urine,  Imt  no  crarapa.  Tlic  patteut  sunk 
at  noon. 

Autflpsjji,  21  hours  after  death. —  Roth 
lungs  licalthy  and  natural,  with  the  cx- 
ceptioti  of  a  few  adhesions  to  thepleam 
costalis  of  the  right  side. 

The  stomach  and  digestive  tube,  even  as 
fiir  as  the  end  of  the  small  intestine, 
showed  no  altcnition  wortli  noting. 
'l*hcre  were  a  numlKT  of  follicles  enlarged 
towards  the  end  of  the  jejunum,  and  four 
lumbrici  were  obsen-ed. 

From  the  large  intestine  tliere  flowed  a 
considerable  quantity  of  sanguineous  fluid, 
of  the  consistence  of  bonilli.  The  mnoous 
membrane  riddled  witli  red  spots,  swollen, 
and  softened  to  such  a  degree  as  not  to 
bear  raising  in  the  shape  of  a  flake.  Tlie 
submucous  cellular  tissue  natural.  Tbs 
morbid  change  just  noted  was  most  con- 
spicuous beyond  the  transverse  arch  of  the 
colon.  Remarkable  signs  of  bmiorriiage 
were  discovered  in  this  latter  part  of 
bowel. 

RsMAnxs.— The  antiphlogistic  freat- 

nient  wasemploved  here  with  enual  energy 
and  success.  'Phc  fatal  accident  which 
took  place  during  c-onvalesccucc  ought  not 
to  <lepredate  the  good  effect  of  bloometting 
in  this  sort  «»f  iMieuinonia.  It  is  very  rc- 
uuirkablc  that  alter  live  hloediugs  practised 
in  fonr  dajrs,  and  the  application  of  sixty 
leeches,  the  strength  nulied  and  the  pros-  ^ 
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tratiun  gradually  disappoared.  Thw  is 
an  €iiHn]^e  of  tlie  general  practice  adopted 

by  M.  Bouillaud  in  the  peripneumf»Tiies  of 
voting  and  \  i'^orous  subjects :  he  ifc  of  opi- 
nion tliat  this  mode  of  treatment  cannot 
properly  be  apprtciated,  except  when  it  ba» 
been  empIo\e<l  thus  eneraretit  ally :  cnse» 
like  tliute  described  by  iM.  htmis,  in  Im 
interesting  memoir,  where  but  two  or  three 
bleedings  have  hvtn  abstracted  in  the  hv 
ginning  of  tlie  disease,  cannot  «erve  ibr 
good  examples. 

It  may  probably  be  asked  whether  the 
sauguineoas  emissions  in  this  case,  carried 
tu  the  extent  described,  did  not  render  the 
oonvaleecenoe  more  difficult?  whether 
they  \vnul(1  not  have  rendere<l  v\>-u  the 
very  slightest  rcUipse  dangerous,  it  uut 
fatal,  through  want  of  power  of  re-actton 
in  the  patient  ?  All  tlie  answer  I  can  ?ive 
to  this  query  is,  that  the  ]>rct;cding  ease 
presents  the  very  first  accident  of  the  sort 
tbat  I  remember  to  bare  noticed  out  of 
the  vcrv  lan»f  number  of  peri  pneumonias 
which  I  have  seen  treated  in  the  service  of 
M.  BoniUand. 

A  LIVE  MOUSE  SWALLOWED. 

The  followint;  t  aso  is  related  hy  Dr.  Hey- 
man,  «»f  Oldendorf.    It  occurred  not  long 
aince  in  the  village  of  Lashorst,  in  West- 
phalia.   A  child  about  three  years  old  was 
pnt  to  l>ed,  having  not  yet  quite  finished 
its  cfcning  meal.    The  mice,  with  which 
the  bonae  swarmed,  ware  presently  attract- 
t(l  by  some  cnnnbs  of  bread  which  were 
about  the  child's  mouth.   One  of  the 
hungry  marauders  even  Tcntnred  within 
the  li))s,  and  in  the  child's  alarm,  on  a 
sodden  effort  to  awake,  wa.s  swallnwid. 
There  was  now,  of  course,  much  i»ereiun- 
ing,  and  the  extraordinary  storj  was  told 
bv  the  child,  thai  a  ninnse  had  gone  into 
iis  mouth:  the  region  of  the  stomach  was 
pointed  out  as  the  seat  of  pain,  wbicb  was 
confirmed  by  the  writhing  and  the  spitting 
of  blood  which  presently  ensued.  The 
iminii  lasted  in  ail  their  violence  for  two 
boors:  then  came  at  Ust  a  repose,  inter- 
rupted, however,  now  and  then  l)y  further 
writhiugs  and  spitting  of  blood.  Next 
< morning  a  large  quantity  of  milk  was 
given  the  chihl.    All  this  time  it  was 
greatly  doubted  whether  any  such  thim 
as  a  mouse  had  been  really  swallowed. 
Hut  in  forty  t  i;jht  hours,  a  mouse  of  consi- 
derable si  zr  .\  a^  found  to  have  pa.ssed  by 
tlie  bowels ;  it  was  greati  v  uia&hed,  and 
liad  tbe  bair  stript  off  on  several  parts  of 
the  skin  :  it  was  enveloped  in  mncn-^  and 
blo«»d.   The  digestive  organs  suffered  very 
much  from  this  accident,  so  mncb  so,  in. 
deed,  that  the  child  was  for  souu'  time 
after  seriously  HI.  though  at  present  the 
rceo\ery  is  itericct.— /Jrr/iwc»-  MtdicinUchf 


COLLEGL  OF  SURGEONS. 

Mb.  GrT«aiB  baa  been  deeted  preeldcDt, 

and  Messrs.  White  and  Andrews  nee-pic- 

sidi-nts  for  the  cn<;ning  year. 


CUVIER. 

At  t)ic  public  aunnal  meeting  of  tbe  A«u 

demie  de  Medicine  on  the  9th  instant,  ui 
I'iiris,  the  bust  of  Cuvier  was  set  up  in  ihr 
uiuit  hall  of  the  Institute,  and  an  able 
t  io^c  prouoanoed  npoo  bis  memory  bj 
M.  FariseL 

ANOTHER  CONCOI  RS. 

A  NEW  c<meours  was  opened  at  Paris  cm 
the  I2tb  instant  for  tbe  cbair  of  F.ithahgm 
eittrne  in  the  I'nculty.  MM.  S.in«5f»n» 
Velpeau,  Gerdy,  and  Lcpellelicr  de  la 
Sarthe,  are  among  tbe  candidates.  Strong 
protests  and  reclamations  have  been  pne- 
s«  nted  to  sTovernment  against  the  issue  of 
the  last  contest 

WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  or  BITHIALS, 
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PrevailiiiK  wind  N.W. 

£soe»l  Uie  ibrco  last  days,  feoenlly  ctoody  » 
rata  In  tbe  f  tenlng  of  the  I  llli,b«t  nnfiiiawiraMe. 

CiiAaLss  HsnaT  Apanb. 

KOTKE. 
We  wish  tliat     An  Obsrrrer"  had 
written  more  deliberately  :  we  tbank  biait 
however,  for  his  information* 

W.WiLsotr*  Printer,  it, !Skinn«r«!ltmt,  L«ad«*ii, 
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LKCTUEE8 

«N  THI 

THEORY  A^D  PRACTICE  OF 
MEDICINE; 

Delivettd  at  ihc  London  University, 
Br  Dr.  Elliotson. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  STOMACH  AND 
INTESTINES. 

STRUCTURAL  DISEASES, 

BssiDBs  common  iiiflmmmftti<m  ancl  its 

effects,  with  which  von  are  iiow  acquaintcfl, 
the  stomach  h  liable  to  peculiar  structural 
diiteftiies.  Scirrhus,  open  cancer,  cncepha- 
loiddiMtse,  and  mclanovjs,  will  occur  in 
the  stomach,  and  they  trill  all  take  place  in 
various  parts  of  it,  botthey  most  frtqueutljr 
tftke  place  at  tbe  cardia  and  the  pylorus. 
This  accords  \%ith  tlic  jrcncrnl  nile  that  1 
mcDtioiied»  nameljr,  that  the  orifices  of 
caHUet  axe  moat  oeqaently  tha  icat  of 
atroctofal  diieaie. 

SCIRRHUS. 
^ywptoMt.— When  sdrrhns  exists,  there 
may  he  pain  at  tbe  spot  which  is  affectfd, 
and  that  paau  may  go  through  to  the  back, 
and  ba  incraaMd  on  taking  food.  Besides 
pain,  there  may  be  all  the  vymptonis  of 
indiort^tion,  and  there  may  be  §nreat  nausea 
and  voiuitiag,  so  that  nothing  can  be  re- 
tained on  the  stomach.  If  it  be  the  cardia 
which  is  the  scat  of  the  affection,  the  food 
is  generally  rejected  immediately.  I  have 
seen  an  instance  where  tbe  moment  the 
f.Hn!  reached  the  cardia,  a  hcuvini:  took 
place,  the  patient  felt  as  if  be  were  being 
deitioyed  by  wind,  and  be  ndd  tbe  com- 
plaint  was  nothing  hut  wind.  Somctinies 
the  food  ^vill  pass  the  cardia,' ami  be  re- 
jected immediately,  or  five  €>r  ten  minutes 
afterwaids.  But  if  it  be  tbe  pylorus  in 


wbich  the  disease  resides,  then,  in  g;eneral, 
the  food  will  be  retained  some  time,  per 
haps  hall  un  hour,  or  perhaps  more  j  there 
is  no  general  rule. 

There  may  be  pain  in  the  region  of  the 
cardia,  pain  in  the  region  of  the  pylorus.  In 
the  ease  of  tbe  cardTa,  yon  may  find  great 
difficulty  in  passing  a  probang  into  the 
stomach,  for  there  may  be  a  stricture 
at  the  part;  but  when  the  pyloms  is 
affected,  there  is  not  onlv  ierere  pain  in 
that  re^on,  but  at  last  there  h  a  ttimor. 
There  is  generally  in  that  case  emaciation 
and  a  saUowncss  of  look,  sncb  as  I  told 

yoa  might  he  called  caurerous  cachexia. 
Sometimes  tbe  vomiting  which  takes  place 
is  very  offenslre,  Jf^m^mes  bloody,  and 
sometimes  tbe  eractations  are  exceediiigly 

fuetid. 

Nothing,  however,  is  more  common  than 
to  have  dnadfbl  disease  in  these  parts  witb 
scarcely  any  symptoms  whatever  l^^  eTy 
practitioner  must  have  seen  extreme  discai»e 
In  the  stomach,  great  niceration  of  it,  de. 
cidfd  catwcrons  and  other  malignant  dis 
eases  of  this  part,  without  pain  worth 
naming,  without  any  Tomiting  till  just  be- 
fore death,  and  without  any  ottor  sym])- 
tom  than  perhaps  extreme  weakness,  pale 
ness,  and  some  obscure  uneasine«!;  about 
the  stomach,  and  perhaps  not  even  tbat. 
It  h  sometimes  quite  extmordinary  to 
open  stomachs,  and  see  the  disease  which 
exists  tbere  witbout  any  symptoms  baTing 
t :  I  ] '  11  ]  t  ace,  or  symptoms  of  a  very  digbt 
characttr. 

When  the  pyloms  is  affected  you  occa- 
.«iionally  bave  jaundice,  from  pleasure  on 
the  lymphatic  duct  or  the  <  fi"!,  docdnis. 
Occasionally  in  tliis  disease,  as  well  as  in 
an  affection  of  other  parts  of  tbe  stooiaeb, 
there  is  vomitint;:  of  a  very  fa'tid  vicretion, 
and  sometimes  of  blood,  and  the  blood  will 
pasji  tbrottgh  tbe  pylorus  to  tfie  intestines, 
so  that  it  u  ill  appear  in  the  motions. 

Atni  fumptom  ttkiv  beah^nit. — There  is 

not  unc  ol  the  lucal  symptoms  of  this  com 
plaint  that  may  not  be  absent  Some. 
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timea  tbare  ii  noTomitiiig,  sometimes  thtm 
is  no  pain,  and  it  h  only  by  n  very  careful 
observation, — indeed,  by  coabideiine  that 
there  are  no  signs  of  dmuig«meiit  of  other 

ori^iins,  lliut  \vc  fre<iuently  make  up  our 
minds  that  the  disease  is  probably  situated 
in  the  stomach.  Sometimes  there  is  rery 
little  more  than  dyspepsia,  and  sometimes 
people  eat  well,  and  are  but  little  troubled 
Tt  itb  indigestion  j  but  at  last  there  is  gene- 
mlly  mof«  or  less  hectic. 

Ucf  nrs  atanji  pari  of  the  organ. — These  scir- 
rhous furmaiiona  and  cancerous  ulccro- 
tiomi,  aa  weU  at  other  organic  diaeaset, 
may  of  course  exist  at  any  part  of  the  sto- 
mach as  well  as  at  the  two  extremities, 
and  the  svnii)touis  are  gencraiiy  the  saine. 

S)iinpt<jm.s  rendered  abtetir*  6^  tiuabsem  e  of 
obstruction. — The  symptoms  nre  much  less 
likely  to  be  <»bsen  cd  in  the  stomach,  if  no 
obstruction  is  produced.  If  an  obstruction 
be  produced  in  the  pylorus,  then  you  have 
disturbance;  or  if  it  occur  in  the  cardia, 
there  is  great  dilficuiiy  of  swallowinff, 
and  great  paia  when  the  ingesta  rem 
the  part.  In  the  case  of  the  pylorus,  the 
sioutuch  becomes  so  distended  from  the 
difficulty  with  which  the  contents  pass  out, 
that  vomiting  generally  oeenr.  Tt  is  ge- 
nerally noticed  that  when  there  is  an  ob- 
strucUon  at  the  pylorus,  either  from  scir- 
rhus  or  any  othm  disease — but  scirrhus  is 
the  most  common — the  stomach  arrpiirc'? 
a  very  large  size,  it  becomes  immejit>e, 
fiX»m  the  difficulty  witb  which  the  contents 
pass  through. 

Morbid  /ij^Karancei.  —  If  scirrhus  exist 
generally  in  the  stomach,  the  organ  of 
course  becomes  very  thick  throughout  and 
its  cavity  is  diminished;  the  raucous 
membrane  looks  puckered  and  ulcerated. 
When  the  disease  is  situated  about  the 
pylorus,  it  may  occasion  the  stomach  to 
become  of  an  immense  size;  whereas,  if  it 
exist  thfoughottt  the  stomach*  ft  may  pro. 
duce  very  threat  contraction;  for  seirrhus 
causes  a  shrinking,  and  produces  a  con- 
traction of  the  parts  all  arouudj  which 
spreads  throughout  the  stomach,  and  in 
the  case  of  the  pylnru<i,  it  prodi'r«"^  ^nch  a 
coutraction  there  that  the  footl  will  not 
pass  throuf^. 

Dr.  Baiilie  mentions  tliat  occasiuuaUj 
there  is  simplestfictuveof  the  pylorus  or  Uie 

cardia  independent  of  malignant  disease. 
These  two  parts  are  subject  to  stricture 
just  as  tlie  urethra  is,  without  any  organic 
djM  U  c  whatever. 

Treatmfut. — In  regard  rn  the  treatment 
of  this  affection,  it  is  of  course  mere  pal- 
liation. You  have  to  support  the  patient's 
strength  and  yive  mi.coties,  to  allevinTc 
the  suffering  and  vomiting.  There  is  no 
medicine  with  which  1  am  acquainted  that 
produces  so  much  alleviation  in  these  or- 


ganic diseases  as  hydrocyanic  acid.  It 
frecfugntly  arrcsts  the  vomiting  for  a  length 
of  time;  but  it  aiways  lessens  it  very  consi- 
derably, f  f  there  be  very  great  pain,  it  is 
necessary  T  i  em]iloy  opium,  in  order  to  re- 
duce it.  I  have  used  iodine  in  these  cases, 
and  I  have  thought  wlUi  a  certain  degree 
of  advantage.  In  one  case  of  scirrhous 
py1(>rns,  I  exhibited  iodine  and  pniisic 
acid  together,  and  the  disease  appeared  to 
stop.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  patient 
laboured  under  8cir:houM  pylorus,  for  I  fdt 
the  tumor,  and  the  patient  liad  a  sallow 
look,  and  vomited  for  a  length  of  tfine.  I 
gave  him  these  medicines  as  a  forlorn  hopc^ 
and  he  was  mneh  hetter;  but  in  a  great 
number  uf  ciises,  I  have  nut  seen  any  such 
result  as  this,  and  sometimes  there  has 
been  no  benefit  whatever. 

In  r^ard  to  stricture  of  the  cardia,  some 
good  may  be  done  br  mediantcal  means,  by 
passing  a  bougie,  taKintjeareru  it  to  piuss  one 
so  large  as  to  occasion  sufi'ering  to  the  patient. 
In  the  case  of  a  contracted  rectum,  benefit 
has  been  said  to  be  derived  by  the  passBgv 
of  a  bouLTie  Although  organic  diseaiie 
cannot  be  remedied,  yet  the  eflfect  of  it  in 
lessening  the  canal  may  be  dimittlshed^ 
but  great  care  <]i  iiM  Vh  taken  not  to  em* 
ploy  it  so  as  to  cause  injury. 

1  believe  I  mentioned  in  regard tottrietnte 
higher  up— in  the  oesophagus,  that  some- 
times (here  i<«  a  scirrhous,  and  somctime«» 
only  a  common  sirielure;  and  that  besides 
these  disrssss  which  can  be  treated  only 
by  a  common  bouifie,  the  parts  are  subject 
to  spa&modic  stricture.  .  The  latter  case 
oocnn  particularly  in  finnales,  who  will 
sometimes  be  unable  to  swallow  for  week's 
together,  and  then  they  will  swallow  very 
well.  These  cases  are  to  be  treated  by 
improving  the  geneial  health  by  the  coM 
ham,  and  a  pleasant  oocvpation  of  niiuL 

CALCVU, 

Calculi  have  sometimes  been  found  in 

the  stomach,  but  for  the  most  part  they 
have  been  biliary  calculi,  which  have  got 
there  cither  by  ulceration,  or  by  passing 
upwards  throm^li  the  pvlorus  ;  one  whieli 
wa<  examined  was  fount!  to  \>t  cholesterine. 
I  shall  speak  hereafter  of  concretions  of 
the  aliraenlttry  canal  at  lai^;  but  vov 
w  ill  find  that  some  authors  mention  that 
calculi  have  been  discovered  in  the  stomach 
the  size  of  a  hen's  egg.  I  never  myself 
saw  a  stone  in  tiie  stomadi. 

nXMATEMKSIS. 

There  is  one  disease  to  whtch  tha  ato- 
maeb  is  venr  liable,  and  that  is  hMoor- 

rhnifr  Without  the  p!>  t  nee  of  any  ma- 
lignant disease,  without  any  organic  dis- 
ease, frequently  without  any  inflammation 
that  can  be  discovered,  and  frequently 
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witliont  any  danger  whatever,  a  quantity  hfemorrhage  proceeds.  An  aneurism  of 
ol  blood  W  dii>diareed  into  the  atomacb,  the  aorta  hm  ^omcUiacs  opened  into  the 
■nd  it  iB  usually  AaA^  and  in  lug9  doU.  stomach,  and  given  rise  to  the  disease. 
When  siieaking  of  haemoptysis,  or  spitting  Oceasionally  this  h:i>morrliai;o  is  only  a 
of  blood,  1  stated  that  one  could  not  inter,  part  of  the  afl'ection  called  purpura  hamor^ 
because  in  these  cases  the  blood  was  black,  rfiagica,  of  which  T  have  fonnerly  spoken, 
tha  it  wtt  venous  blood;  for  if  art^al  1  once  saw  a  patient  die  ftom  this 
blood  lie  poured  forth  into  a  cavity,  and  fection  in  a  minute  or  two.  I  was  not 
lie*  thtr*;,  it  will  acquire  a  venous  cbarac-  aware  that  he  had  ba-iuorrhage  before,  hat 
ter.  Its  nature  is  not  to  be  Mcertained  he  had  sonie  pulmonary  complaint;  lie 
from  the  colour;  but  when  you  consider  suddenly  ft  H  h.u  k,  and  died  in  a  minute  or 
that  patients  will  pass  a  vast  quantity  of  two.  liiouU  came  irom  his  mouth,  and  oa 
blood  in  thia  way.  It  ie  easy  to  eonceitPe  opening  the  etomaeh  it  was  filled  to  the 
that  it  proceeds  from  the  veins,  where  utmost  with  Mo  m!,  which  formed  a  large 
the  motion  is  very  slow.  If  it  ciune  mould  of  the  oi;gan.  I  e mid  diM  ovcrno 
from  the  arteries,  one  cannot  but  disease  whatefcr  of  the  part,  or  any  vessel 
coaoeive   that   patients    would    suffer  that  let  it  forth. 

much  more  depre-^yioTi.  We  know  that  a  Morbid  Apptarancei. — Sometimes,  in  tliis 
great  quantity  ut  blood  is  sometimes  dis-  affection,  the  surface  of  the  stomach  with- 
duurged  ftom  the  pelvis,  flows  ftom  the  in  is  pale^  and  eometimea  It  It  in  a  state  of 

lower  part  of  the  alimentary  canal  attt  n  K d    great  eonj^tion. 

with  no  very  great  los^  of  strength,  and  iTeaitnent. — In  regard  to  the  treatment 
there  the  blood  is  for  the  most  part  of  luematemetis,  it  may  be  necessary  to 
black.  take   hhmd   from   the 'arm,  or  it  may 

Simptom}:  —  ITsmiatemesis,  however,  is  be  neces'^aiT  to  aj»ply  leeches  plentifully 
nsualiy  marked  by  uauseu  and  vomiting:  &ii  oxer  the  stomach,  and  tlien  to  order 
if  not  by  the  latter,  yet  by  the  Ibnner,  and  blisters.  But  for  the  ])urpose  of  stopping 
by  the  sensation  of  a  1  iiu^  at  tlir  j  it  of  the  the  lirrnidrrhage  it  is  best  to  give  the  pa 
&tomadi-~at  the  epigastrium  and  hypo-  tieut  cold  drinks,  and,  if  you  can,  ice 
ehondrinm;  and  eoraetimes  more  than  water.  Yon  should  gire  him  fcarcely  any 
that,  there  is  great  pain  there  on  prmure.  f^oil,  and  not  only  lake  cure  that  what  he 
'the  blof>d,  besides  beini?  thrown  up  bv  drinks  is  aqueous,  but  as  c<dd  m  he  can 
Tomiliug,  is  frequently  diftcharged  by  stool,    bear  it    The  oil  of  turpentine  is  one  of 

GsiisM.— >T]iia  diaeaae  oecnn  very  fte-    ^be  very  best  remedies  you  can  employ:' I 

Snently  in  jtrr^uns  who  nre  dvspcptic.    I  know  that  I  ever  failed  in  stopping 

0  not  UK  on  tu  say  that  dyspeptic  persons  ha;morrhage  of  the  stomach  with  it.  It 
have  this  affection,  bnt  ihoie  In  whom  ft  •bouldbegiveninaemallquantity^twentj 
occurs  freauently  arc  dyspeptic.  It  is  an  or  twenty-five  drops  errry  six  or  every  four 
affection  taat  occurs  far  more  frequently  hours.  If  it  should  create  sickness,  you 
in  femalcf  than  males,  and  it  is  common  will  find  it  of  advantage  to  mite  hydrocy- 
in  women  whose  rntnmrnimii  rappTCMrd  ^      i^-    The^  may  be  given  Con- 

or diminish^.  It  will  in  some  i»<  rs.>nsrc-  jointly,  or  you  may  erive  the  acid  a  few 
turn  at  inu  rvai>,  and  occasionaiiy  it  is  minutes  first  The  acid  has  not  thcpower 
periodical.  of  ttoi^nir  the  bmmorriiage,  hot  if  there 

'I  I,  I. Unary  lorm  of  the  disease,  like  a  he  any  nausea  it  e!iabk*s  the  stomach 
great  diM;harge  of  blood  from  the  intes-  to  bear  the  turpeutiue  much  better.  I 
tines  themselves,  is  for  the  most  part  with.  )»re  the  highest  potsible  opinion  of  lead 
cut  dan!?cr.  Persons  may  die  from  it,  hut  pfi'^^^'^ivc  h:i'morrhaf(e,  but  lierc  you  can 
fur  the  most  part  they  recover ;  still  it  may  appiy  the  oU  of  turpentine  to  tbe  spot 
be  a  veiy  dangerous  disease.  It  may  pro-  which  Is  the  seat  of  hiemorrfaage  j  and  al- 
ceed  from  an  ulcer,  and  you  may  not  be  tlioufi:h  I  never  saw  it  do  good  In  hapmor<- 
able  to  stop  it;  hut  for  tlie  most  part  it  rhage  from  the  lung^s,  yet  it  is  superior  to 
would  appear  that  great  conge^itiun  has  1^*^  Ui  the  case  of  tlie  stomach  and  intes- 
fiadnally  taken  place  in  the  neighbour-  The  eicet  of  it,  when  It  comes  in 

in g  parts — in  the  stomach,  nn  l  most  pro.  immediate  cnntnet  with  tIk  ]>art,  is  very 
bably  in  the  liver  and  spieeu,  and  all  gr^t;  but  still  it  is  necessary  to  keep  the 
anmnd;  and  then  this  Mood,  half  out  of  patient  perlhetly  quiet  T  have  bad  a 
the  circulation,  i«,  poured  forth,  and  na-  larsre  nnmher  of  cases  of  this  dt.«wasc  with- 
tare  is  very  much  relieved  bv  it.    Iris,  for  twelve  months,  and  I  believe 

tlie  most  part,  a  passive  hxmorriiHge.         every  one  of  them  has  done  well.    I  do  not 
It  sometimes  arises  ftom  an  obstruction    remember  a  case  where  the  turpentine  had 
in  the  liver  and  .spleen,  as  v%i  It  n<^  from  the    not  a  decided  effect  in  Stopping  the  luauor- 
want  of  seereiitiu  by,  or  discharge  from,  'haije. 

the  womb.  It  is  frequently  obiefved  In  fiy^wyws m/fti  i wit0dirangmn$iUortlte  Dign- 
hepatic  [m  l  .splenic  diseases.    The  dan^^cr       <  — The  preceding  are  tlie  diseases 

Ai^y  depends  upon  the  source  wbenpe  the  generally  of  the  stomaeb|  with  tiie  exc^ 
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tion  of  dyspepsia,  which  is  so  connected 
with  an  ftDeetfon  of  the  liter  and  alimcn 
taiy  canal,  that  I  will  bring  them  altogether 

under  one  name,  an<\  c.ill  them  deran^^emejit 
of  the  digeiiivt  arguntf  and  speak  of  them 
on  another  occasion. 

ACUTE  ENTERITIS. 

We  will  now  pa«i  the  prloms,  and  fint 

consider  inflammatinn  of  tlie  intestines. 

Sr/p'  fifom}.  — In  simple  enteritis,  suppos- 
ing It  js  active  and  violent,  yon  will  have 
acttie  deep-seated  pain»  and  this  may  occur 
in  Tarinus  i^HTt^  or  the  intestinal  rccrion, 
and  of  tourae  it  is  increased  on  pressure. 
Although  the  pain  is  constant,  yet  it  is  ag- 

fravatcd  at  int  rvals.  It  differs  from  "a 
t  of  the  i^ripeii,"  as  it  is  called— pinching 
and  purging— in  this,  that  in  coininon 
pinching  there  arc  intervals  of  ease,  and 
when  t!i  •  jiinching  is  over  the  person  is 
comfortable;  whereas,  in  enteritis,  al- 
though the  pain  comes  on  at  intervals,  yet 
it  is  cj)nstant — althoni^h  it  is  ni)t  nf  uni- 
form intensity,  yet  it  is  always  present. 
This  is  an  important  thing  to  observe,  be- 
cause 1  have  seen  persons  s(  iztd  with  tor 
mina  which  required  brandv,  or  at  least 
laudanum,  and  then  gradually  the  tormina 
became  constant,  and  there  was  pain  in- 
crcascfl  on  pressure,  wherrns  bi  fon-  it  %rns 
rather  relie\ed  hy.  it.  VV  lien  this  change 
takes  place,  laudannm  and  brandy  wimid 
not  only  he  n-icli'^s  bnt  incr.  a-^c  trie  jiain, 
so  that  bleeding  would  be  required.  1  re- 
collect one  case  where  I  was  with  tbeindi- 
▼idoal  the  whole  time,  and  tbe  series  of 
dianges  were  quite  manifest. 

There  is  usually  in  this  disease,  where 
there  is  this  sharp  fixed  pain,  great  cos- 
ti'  rni^  ;.  Tlie  abdonu-n.  aftrr  a  time,  hr> 
comes  tense,  and  from  the  severity  uf  the 
pain  there  is  anxiety  of  countenance.  The 
tongue  grows  white,  and  the  breath  is 
quickened.  Nausea  and  vomiting  soon  oc- 
cur, and  if  complete  obstruction  take 
place,  you  may  have  vomiting  of  fa^ce*. 
riii<^  n»  f  n'-ionaily  happen",  and  formerly  a 
particular  name  was  given  to  it — the 
illao  passion,"  jhum  iliaem.  The  patient 
lies  on  his  back,  just  as  in  peritonitis,  with 
his  body  drawn  forwards  and  his  limbs 
drawn  up.  The  patient  lies  quiet,  for  if 
he  move  about  he  increases  the  pain.  A 
patient  nftmi  dispost-d  to  he  restle<;s 
throughout,  but  for  some  rta.son  he  cannot. 
In  these  cases  tiie  patient  keeps  his  body 
still,  but  tns'ifs  !it'^nrr7is  rilvmt  The  pulse, 
of  coarse,  becomes  quick,  and  it  is  gene- 
nlfp  small,  and  sometimes  bard.  It  is  ge. 
nt  rall^-  in  cases  of  this  kind  &.:\r  wv  have 
what  IS  termed  a  wirti  pulse— llial  is  to  say, 
it  is  as  small  and  as  hard  as  wire.  A 
thready  pulse  is  one  where  it  is  as  small 
and  as  soft  as  thread,  l  hr  tongue  at  lost 
grows  brown,  and  ulnmately  (provided 


things  go  on  flrom  bad 'to  woiw)  the  psin 
alt  ceases,  the  patient  will  often  hear  pres- 
sure, tho  abdomen  swells  and  heeouMf 
very  larifi',  and  if  yon  place  your  fingvrs 
across  it,  and  strike  it,  the  sound  is  as  ho|. 
low  as  a  drum.  The  patient  then  becomes 
excrtdingly  restless,  and  delirious ;  the 
pulse  becomes  irregular,  and  very  rapid ; 
the  lespimtion  is  also  qniekened,  and  Mth 
ensues. 

Morbid  Appfaranen. — After  death,  you 
will  very  likely  find  no  effusion  whatever, 
but  mere  redness.  Sometimes,  however, 
you  will  find  an  effusioa  of  lymph  upon 
the  surface,  and  more  or  less  serum,  from 
the  peritoneal  coat  having  snffinwd  wftll 
tl'i'  n  T  Fr.  Tn  the  trreat  congestion,  some- 
times  a  portion  of  the  intestines  will  he  al- 
most perfectly  hhufk^as  black  as  any 
blood  can  be.  This  hm  continnally  been 
mistaken,  as  Dr.  Hnillif  mcntifms.  and  as 
I  stated  when  s)Haking  of  iuilamma- 
tion  in  general,  for  gangrene;  but  yow 
find  that  it  resists  the  fingers  in  a  way 
that  gangrene  would  not  You  know 
how  mere  congestion  wilt  make  a  per- 
son black  in  the  face:  hut  there  mo'i  be 
gfuigrene,  though  it  is  a  very  rare  thing. 
I  do  not  recollect  seeing  it.  The  parts  be- 
come lacerahlo  like  paper,  as  well  as  black, 
and  smell  intolerably.  Occasionally  pus 
has  been  found  in  the  substance.  You 
have  the  mnoons  membrane  witibin,  and 
the  serous  mcmbraiii  wi'hant,  iTifl>iin--d  ; 
but  the  chief  seat  of  this  intlamuiation, 
prodnefng^isobstnietion  and  this  violent 
pain,  I  believe  is  the  <%llular  coat  of  die 
intestines.  1  have  tiever  seen  the  niTi^tcnlar 
fibre  in  a  state  ot  intiammation;  it  may  be 
in  a  state  of  hypertrophy,  but  I  have  never 
feen  it  inflamed.  Acute  rfimiTiati^ni  i-i 
for  the  most  part  inilainmalion  of  the 
aponettTosen,  even  when  it  appears  to  be 
tlie  rnnsi  le  itsdf  which  is  affected  Rheii- 
mattsm,  generally  speaking,  affects  partn 
which  arc  not  muscle  at  all ;  bnt  if  th<* 
mnM'Ie  he  affected  by  it,  it  is  only  secon- 
darily. We  never  have  an  ( fTn«.ion  into 
muscle,  nor  suppuration,  nor  any  thing  of 
the  sort.  It  appears  to  me  that  it*  is  th« 
cellular  membrane  of  the  intestines  that  is 
chiefly  the  seat  of  this  disease,  although  the 
peritoneal  eoat,  and  the  mnoons  mem- 
brane, may  be  also  intiamed.  It  is  said! 
that  pus  hns  been  found  in  these  crsps  in 
the  very  centre  (»f  the  intestines:  this  I 
have  never  seen. 

Diii^twsis. —  Knteritis    is    di  tincfuishrd 

from  peritonitis  by  the  obi>tructiou  that  is 
produced,  the  constipation,  and  the  c«n«e- 

«|uent  effects  of  if,  rmusca  and  vomitinif, 
and  also  by  tbe  circumstance  of  the  pain 
l>eittg  fixed  particularly  about  the  umbili- 
cus, which  is  genernfly  the  seat  of  it, 
whereas  in  T»*'rit  niiis  it'  is  diffused. 

Cumei. — '1  lu^  di»i'a-«*c  is  caused  by  any 
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thing  which  will  pnxluce  inflammation— 
<  ol(l  atifl  wet  applied  externally,  and  cold 
iDternail^Yi  and  it  is  induct  by  unv  thing 
which  oceiwloiu  obstnictioo.  If  tbcrc  be 
a  hiTTiKi,  and  the  part  becomes  girt,  then 
vou  have  euteriti&  If  the  fteces  become 
black  and  Indanted,  luul  will  not  pass, 
•  then  you  may  ba?e  this  disease.  What 
«'Vfr  vausfs  an  obstroction  is  sure  to  jiro- 
duce  this  atfection,  if  it  continue  suffi- 
ciently lonff  for  the  di^ii  u.^e  to  be  set  up.' 

When  y»>M  nre  i  n1!'  1  to  a  patient  in  this 
disease,  belure  y  ou  liiink  uf  any  thing  else 
yoa  most  fint  ateertain  the  cante.  You 
must  examine  iwry  part  of  the  abdnmtn. 
and  see  whether  there  is  not  on  umbilical 
«r  ireiitTal  hernia ;  for  patients  contimially 
have  symptoms  of  this  description  because 
there  is  a  hernia,  and  tlic  hernia  may  he 
«o  small  2L&  to  escape  attention.  A  i»mail 
portion  of  the  intestines  may  slip  down 
without  the  patient  knowing  it.  Great 
mistakes  will  occur  if  persons  do  not  re- 
member that  tUs  disease  may  be  the  resnlt 
of  hirnia,  and  that  a  patient  may  hare 
hernia  without  knowing  it. 

Treattntnt. —  If  there  be  a  hernia,  that 
will  be  treated  in  the  way  wliich  the  sur- 
er' '»n  think*;  ht'vt  ;  but  if  thert"  be  not,  the 
iirst  liiiog  which  you  hare  to  do  is  to 
Ueed  the  patient  welL  Yon  should  set 
him  as  upri^jlit  as  he  can  be,  and  bleed 
from  a  large  orifice,  without  any  mercy. 
Yon  must  of  eonrse  eonsider  the  patlait*s 
.strength  ;  but  yott  dUMlId  bleed  on  till  you 
make  a  decided  impression,  till  yrm  knock 
duw n  the  pulse  and  uiukc  him  taint.  After 
this  has  been  done,  und(»ubtcdly  a  verv 
lai^e  <I<)S('  i»f  c  alinncl  vlmuld  hv  ixltibited. 
A  large  dose  will  clear  the  stomach  as  well 
as  a  small  one,  and  it  will  be  move  effec- 
tual in  purf^inir.  After  it  has  been  taken 
some  time,  other  purgatives  should  be 
giren;  but  immediately  after  it  is  admi- 
nistaied  an  active  injection  riiottld  be 
giren,  so  that  if  possible  they  may  meet 
half  way  and  combine,  and  then  out  goes 
tlie  disease.  Yon  sboold  first  bleed  vety 
frct  ly,  because  ptinratives  will  not  operate 
till  you  have  done  that.  You  sboula  tlien 
frive  a  laT)fe  dose  of  ealomd,  sncfa  as  a  sera- 
flic,  by  Ihr  nunith,  a  stronjf  pur;;ative  in- 
jection, plenty  of  salts— if  you  choose,  salts 
jmd  senna,  or  colocyntfa,  or  oil  of  turpcn- 
tloe— and  I  wooM  repeat  the  ealomd  in 
smaller  doses,  say  ten  grains,  ereiy  four  or 
.six  hours,  giving  puivatives  in  addition 
liram  time  to  time,  tUl  the  month  is  son; 
and  in  ^rmt  ml  whvn  the  mouth  is  sore, 
and  the  bowels  arc  freely  open,  the  infiam^ 
maton-  s\  niptoms  go  away  i  and  as  the  ob- 
struction fre4]uently  aiiscs  from  mere  in> 
fiaramation,  if  yon  n-Tnovo  (!)<•  htfffr  by 
bidding  and  pnHhicmg  a  mcTcunal  allec- 
tion  on  the  pationtt  the  fomer  will 
rabside. 


It  is  also  well  to  cover  the^whole  abdo. 
men  with  leeches ;  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty 
should  be  put  upon  it ;  and  if  nothing  will 
Open  the  boweu-^if  you  have  given  mer- 
cury till  the  month  is  sore,  and  ffillowed  it 
up  by  other  purgatives,  such  as  croton  oil, 
wliich  is  one  of  the  bent,  and  of  which  a 
droji  may  be  s;iveu  ever)'  two  or  three 
hours  (sometimes  I  have  given  a  drop 
every  hour),  then  you  will  find  it  of  very 
great  use  lo  employ  the  smoke  of  tobaooo. 
A  tobacco  elv^ti  r  is  sometimes  a  dangerous 
thing,  and  you  should  only  put  a  drachm 
to  a  pint  of  water,  and  throw  up  one-half 
of  it,  and  uateli  its  eflects;  but  the  smoke 
of  tobacco  is  very  manageable.  There  is  a 
little  apparatus  for  the  purpose.  Yonean 
feel  the  pulse  at  the  same  time,  and  regu- 
late the  smoke  proj)ortionatcly  at  your 
discretion.  Sydenham  was  very  fond  of 
this,  but  not  more  so  than  the  remedy  de- 
served. FlesnV'^  that  the  smoke  of  tol)aero 
was  bv  far  the  most  etiicacious  of  all  the 
injections  that  he  knew.  I  know  manr 
practitioners  who  now  employ  this  with 
very  threat  .success.  If  tliis  fail,  there  is  no 
improjtricly  in  taking  the  patient  out  of 
ht  d,  and  throwing  a  few  pails  <if  cold  water 
hard  against  the  abdomen  :  that  will  some- 
times open  the  bowels  when  nothing  else 
will.  But  where  you  find  inflammation, 
an'l  no  Tuechanical  cause  that  yon  can  dis- 
cover, the  best  models  to  treat  it  as  au  at- 
tack  of  inflammation,  bnt  in  the  most  de- 
cided manner.  You  must  take  care  to 
give  purgatircji  as  abnirdanfly  as  the  sto 
much  will  bear  tliein,  till  they  produce 
their  effect 

This  disease  is  <;ill(  d  enteriiis,  as  it  is 
an  inflammation  of  tlie  substance  of  the 
intestines ;  bnt  similar  syro))toms  in  many 
respects  are  prodticed  by  mere  spasm — 
that  is  to  say,  perfect  obstruction,  togetlier 
with  vomiting  and  violent  pain,  but  pain 
of  a  diflferent  character,  and  then  the  die- 
ea'sp  is  termed  rolte— enteritis  bi  iinf  r«i«:cn 
tially  iullautmaiion,  but  colic  being  essen- 
tially spasm ;  but  when  the  spasm  ceases, 
then  inflammation  may  come  on,  and  JOU 
have  a  case  of  decided  enteritis. 

COLIC. 

Having  spoken  of  that  description  of  oh- 
struction  of  the  bowels  which  is  inflam- 
matory, I  now  proceed  to  eonsider  that 
whifh  rif  pi  nds  sinjply  upon  «;pasm.  This 
obstruction  of  the  buwek  is  called  co/iV. 

Sximptonm, — The  symptoms  of  colic  are, 
in  the  first  jilaee,  eonstij)ation,  with  vio- 
lent pain  in  the  region  of  the  intestines, 
chiefly,  as  in  other  cases,  about  the  umbi- 
licus. This  pain,  unlike  that  Indneed  by 
inflauMiKit t'>n,  is  relieved  by  pressure,  for 
there  is  no  tenderness.  The  relief  is  some- 
times my  great  upon  pressure;  at  anj 
mtOi  pressnre  is  always  well  home.  I  hare 
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MMftetimes  pressed  with  the  whole  veiglit 

of  mv  lK)dv,  raised  mvself  on  tin  to<',  and 
the  patient  ha«  not  complained  at  aii  i  on 
die  contnH7,  he  has  felt  better.  TIwinuii 
is  of  course  intermittent — it  not  uni- 
foriDi  nor,  indeed,  isit  cousiaiu;  it  will 
eeasl»fhiai  time  to  time;  the  persim  will 
be  perfectly  easy  ;  and  then  it  comes  attain 
most  terhbiy.  iu  motit  cases  there  is 
Tomiting— at  anj  rate,  nausea.  The  vomit, 
ing  may  be  JiBcftl— the  teeea  have  been 
dischan^ed  upwards,  as  in  cases  of  inflam- 
matory constipation.  In  either  instance, 
bowevcr,  tMa  dranmstMice  is  compara- 
tivelv  rare.  The  s])asms  in  these  eases  are 
not  conftned  to  the  intestines,  but  you  will 
frequently  seethemln  tlieabdimiiimlinat* 
olee,  so  that  they  shall  be  drawn  into  large 
lumps.  The  r«'<*ti  muscles  become  par- 
ticularly eottttacttd,  and  yuu  will  some- 
times observe  retraction  of  tlie  navil. 
Sometimt  s  there  is  tenesmus,  and  some- 
times liiere  is  great  contraction  of  the 
sphincter  ani.  Tnere  is  violent  pain  felt 
likewise  in  the  loins,  there  is  a  higli  deifree 
of  datuiencc,  and  there  is  no  feverishneii!i. 

Induces  Enieiiiit. — It  is  carefully  to  be 
mnembered  that  &is  state  of  thin^,  how 
ever  purely  •tpnsmodic  it  may  be,  will  fre- 
t^uently,  it  not  relieved,  ran  by  dupeea 
into  enteritis,  so  that  at  hist  you  iidiall  have 
decided  inflammation  of  the  iTitP<;tinrs. 

Causes. — Tlie  causes  of  this  disease  are, 
in  the  first  place,  fhe  ftp|dlcatioii  of  edm 
when  the  body  is  overheated :  this  is  a 
very  common  cause,  fntresta  of  various 
kinds,  which  disagree  witli  the  stomaeh, 
will  ^re  rise  tn^it.   Sometimes  I  have 

srcTi  it  (M  cnr  from  a  ikt^oti  tnkinf^  had 
cyder  i  but  lu  other  cu^k  s  it  will  take  place, 
net  from  any  thing  injurions  in  itanf,  bat 
fr  III  iiiiividual  havini;  an  idid.syncrasy 
iu  regard  to  it.  Obstruction  from  any 
cause  will  produce  it.  If  there  be  a  hernia, 
colic  may  be  induced,  In  the  first  instance, 
before  inflnnMnation  come«ion.  Hardened 
faeoca  in  anottier  cause  of  the  dittcose:  it 
is  «  common  occurrence  from  any  of  those 
causes  wJii  li  after  a  time  produce  enteri- 
tis. Sometimes  you  will  liave  enteritis 
first  tmd  then  colic,  «nd  via  wnd,  though 
tlie  cause  of  both  one  and  the  other  may 
b<^  the  same  A  vi-rx'  fve']i)cnt  rnnwc  of  if 
in  a  parnculai  -ub.^liuue,  viz.  lead,  in 
some  pers4>ns  a  very  minute  portion  of  it 
"W  ill  induce  this  affection.  A  mcdir  a!  mnn 
told  me  that  he  had  it  from  a  chiiU's  cot, 
newly  painted,  being  plased  in  bis  bod- 
roniii.  You  Hce  the  afTection  every  day  in 
painters,  and  in  ]>ersous  employed  in  the 
manufacture  of  white  lead.  iMifiduals 
ex{N)sed  to  lead  in  any  way  am  fwy  sub- 
ject  to  this  di'?eftse. 

Marh'ul  Appearances. — After  death  you 
may  find  nothing  at  til.  W hctber  the  dis- 
case  has  ariscD  nom  cold,  fion  acrid  in. 


gesta,  or  from  lead,  you  may  find  m>  mat-, 

bid  appearances  whatever;  but,  on  the 
other  iiand,  you  sometimes  do.    This  i»  all 
a  matter  «/  diaiMcw  fkmallnes  tbo  is. 
testines  au*  in  a  state  of  great  contraction  — 
sometimes  they  are  more  or  less  intlamcd, 
becanse  the  disease  has  terminated  fa  that 
way.    Simietimes  you  find  the  cause  to 
have  been  something  sticking  in  the  way, 
or  meclionical  pressure  of  some  kind,  or 
you  may  find  intus-susception,  one  part  off 
the  intestine  rnnninc;  into  another.    In  re- 
gard to  Uie  appearance  of  the  muscles,  they 
are  emadated,  thin,  white,  and  palec  I 
have  seen  the  mn.scles  so  flabby  nnrl  \^n';t 
ed  that  you  could  scarcely  recognise  their 
natural  appearance;  they  hafe  beoooae 
little  more  than  tendons.    When  intaa- 
sasception  has  been  the  cause,  von  gene- 
rally iiud  thai  ihc  upper  part  oi  the  tmct 
luM  passed  into  the  lower.  Dr.  Bailliehaa 
given  <;ome  good  wpieiantations  of  inta*. 
su&ception. 

TfMtmmi.-^Colie  may  generally  be  treats 
ed  rery  successfully  by  the  exhibition  of 
purgatives  in  strong  doses,  if  the  iudivi- 
dual  be  stout,  and  the  pulse  will  bear  it,  it 
is  a  good  practice  to  bleed  him.  Bleeding 
is  an  excellent  anti  >^pnsmodic  witfjin  c^r. 
tain  limits  J  spasms  ot  various  parts  of  the 
body  will  continnally  cease  on  taking 

n.v,  riv  M(M)d.  It  is  m^  al\vny<?  necessary 
iu  this  afl'ection,  bnt  it  may  be  suece&sfidly 
had  recourse  to,  if  the  pnlee  will  jastify  it, 
even  though  it  may  not  indicate  it,  and  it 
may  not  beneficially  in  preventing  in- 
flammauon.  Ii  is  very  useful  to  give  a 
large  does  of  calomel,  to  adwinistwr  n 
.srrn]ilr  repeatedly  after  longer  or  shorter 
intervals i  and  alter  you  see  that  it  will 
remain  on  the  stomami,  then  it  is  right  to 
give  some  other  purgative — a  strong  dose 
of  castor  or  croton  oil,  and  Epsom  salts. 
One  of  the  best  purgatives  is  undoubtedly 
croton  oil ;  and  if  you  choose  yon  might 
begin  with  it,  but  it  be  of  little  use  to 
give  less  thau  a  drop.  In  severe  coses  I 
wonid  repeat  it  every  hoar  or  two  till  it 
ans^  cn  fl  the  j  urpfMe.  I^ast  snmmer  I 
was  called  to  a  case  where  the  hot  bath 
and  every  medidne  in  common  practice 
had  been  used  excepting emton  oil,  a  dose 
<»r  twf>  of  that,  however,  had  been  given. 
But  ihe  case  was  verj*  .severe,  and  it  was 
necessary  to  overcome  the  disease  epeedily, 
and  T  thrrpfo re  ordered  a  drop  cverv  bonr 
or  half  hour  till  it  operated.  After  about 
six  doess  the  bowels  were  fW^ely  opened, 
and  the  patient  become  perfectly  well.  An 
injection  of  oil  of  turpentine  will  also  be 
found  exceedingly  serviceable.  Abent 
three  ounces,  diffused  in  a  pint  of  fluid, 
and  forced  into  the  irtrHtine>.,  is  of  great 
service.  The  warm  bath  will  jidurd  great 
lalief,  bnt  it  is  lather  of  use  as  a  soothing 
mcBsnie  than  any  thing  ebe.  The  grant 
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point  is  to  give  good  purgatives,  and  cm- 
ton  «M  it  eenainly  one  of  tke  best ;  bat 
joxx  may  precede  it,  bj  way  of  laying  a 
rouadaUoti  for  its  action,  by  a  laise  dote 
ofealoinel.  At  the  Mune  ^me,  wMtsfw 
po(td  may  be  done,  you  should  not  omit 
chrsters,  and  I  think*  you  will  find  the  nil 
oi  torpeuUne  one  of  the  bei^t.  Some  per. 
loot  Hwiyt  eombiiie  oi»fiini  witb  the  calo- 
incl,  and  tlif  opinm  may  frequently  do 
good  in  alleviating  the  tipasm.  Thin  is  a 
ctte  in  which  opiam  nay  aet  as  a  purga- 
tive; by  relax inif  the  t.j>asni,  it  nmv  cause 
the  bowels  to  open,  and  it  is  thoug'ht  that 
it  yery  mwh  redooet  the  pain,  and  makes 
pDr^Htivos  and  calomel  stay  better  on  the 
stomach.  It  is  therefore  said  that  we 
ought  always  to  gi?e  a  larger  or  a  smaller 
dott  of  caiomd  ■>  temple  or  five  grains, 
whicbeTcr  you  may  hare  a  fancy  for,  nniti  d 
with  opium,  and  repeat  it  at  certain  inter, 
yali ;  bot  I  have  firand  the  bowelt  open 
jn':t  ns  witlmut  <tpium,  and  therein 
no  trouble  afterwards.  If  you  exhibit 
opimn,  after  a  time  the  bowels  are  dis- 
posed to  become  torpid,  and  I  am  ouite 
sure  that  ynu  will  tiieceed  at weU  witAoat 
it  as  witli  it. 

When  every  thin^  has  failed,  I  liaire 
known  thi^  afTo(  ti. n  nf  the  bowels  over- 
come by  taking  the  patient  out  of  bed,  and 
dMhlBg  two  or  three  pailt  of  cold  water 
upon  thf  nbdomen.  In  the  particular  case 
to  which  I  have  just  alluded,  though  tlit 
patient  had  uken  calomel  till  his  mmiUi 
was  sore,  before  we  began  with  thecroton- 
oil,  ns  »b(>  object  wais  h)  open  the  bowels 
immediately,  he  wai>  taken  out  of  bed  and 
tMied  with  eoid  water,  and  he  wit  nolliing 
the  ivnrvt'  for  it ;  lie  oavii?lit  no  cold,  but  it 
did  not  open  his  bowels.  Sometimes  it 
will  eflbet  that  object  immediately,  just  as 
it  will  relieve  spasnindic  stricture.  If  all 
other  things  fail,  ir  should  be  had  rrro\n<v 
to.  You  will  alMi  find  the  smoke  of 
tobacco  exceidirufly  useful  in  ddt  affile, 
tion  It  should  be  used  as  I  hare  before 
int  a  liooed.  Some  have  even  foand  tJie  in  - 
flation  of  oomnon  air  tervletable,  by  pro 
during  a  jfreat  distention  of  the  int^tines. 
You  will  liiid  u  case  of  this  kind  re. urdcd 
in  the  Glasgow  Medical  Journal  oi  kst 
ymr.  It  is  well  also,  on  another  accoimt, 
to  administer  a  clyster,  for  sometimes  the 
symptoms  arisie  i'rou  hardened  l»cc8 
lodged  in  the  reetam.  T  hare  known  In. 
stances  of  that  de^criptifin  ;  nrifl  ;l>  you  df) 
not  always  know  whether  such  an  occur- 
vmce  hat  taken  plaee  on  that  account 
alone,  I  would  iu?ariably  recommend  a 
clyster.  Oceasionallv.  ir  is  discovered,  cs- 
peclally  in  women,  tlmt  there  is  a  mans  of 
large  hardened  fwces  there,  and  nothing 
will  relieve  the  i^nrictit  'ntt  tn'cinc  the 
handle  of  a  spoon,  suid  pickiiig  them  out. 


BR  LKAD-COLIO«  a6t 

Practitioners  are  sometimes  obliged  to  coo- 
detcend  to  thit,  and  dean  oat  the  reetnm. 

Ti'iufrnrii  to  return  whfit  inJueof  hu  L*-<ul.—- 
Suppu&iug,  however,  that  the  di5ea8e  has 
aiiten  ftwB  lead,  yon  will  find  it  ha<(  a 
great  tendency  to  retoni.   There  is  thtt 
teiidcnrv  under  all  circumstances,  butpar- 
ticulorly  in  tiie  case  of  led  j  ko  that  after 
yon  hare  onoe  optoed  the  boweia,  It  m  no. 
cesjary  crery  day,  for  some  time,  to  ascer- 
taiu  that  the  bowels  are  still  regularly 
opened.   Some  Oennan  writen,  and  Dr. 
Percival,  of   Manchester,  have  praised 
alum  very  much.    'I'hey  state,  that  from 
two  flrrains  to  a  scruple  has  been  given  every 
six  hours,  with  great  relief:  howerer»  1 
should  never  think  of  depcndinif  upon 
such  a  remedy  in  cases  of  colic.    It  may 
be  rery  weU  after  the  attack  it  o?er,  for 
the  pnrpnsp  nf  keepinpf  the  brnvrls  npm  ; 
but  I  should  not  think  of  placing  any  re- 
liance on  it  during  the  fit   I  know  that  it 
has  been  upefnl,  for  I  recollect  perfectly 
well  having  l)een  consulted  bv  a  er*>ntlrinan 
who,  every  six  weeks  or  two  montlis,  iiad 
ft  violent  fit  of  colic,  so  that  it  was  neoca. 
sary  to  put  him  in  the  hot-bath  and  exhibit 
a  violent  d<m  of  purgatives.   This  alwayt 
eared  him,  Imt  left  ufm  In  a  ttate  of  gceat 
debility,  and  iiotliini,'-  that  was  done  pre- 
vented the  recurrence  of  ihc  attaclvK.  I 
gave  him  a  scruple  or  hail'  a  dmchm  of 
alum  thfflo  times  a  day,  mixed  with  ipe- 
cacuanha  powder,  well  diluted,   and  it 
entirely  cured  him.    We  look  it  for  a 
month  or  tlx  weeks.    I  saw  him  tut  thiee 
or  four  years  afterwards,  at  intervals,  and 
he  had  never  liad  auoilter  attack.    1  dai« 
aay  that  ordinary  purgatiret  in  most  peo- 
ple will  do  very  well,  but  I  tried  alimi  in 
this  instance  with  great  surces?.  Vow  will 
find  it  useful,  where  there  is  u  tendency  to 
diteaae  of  the  intcstlnet,  to  put  the  patient 
on  his  srnard  with  respect  to  cold,  and  or- 
der him  to  wear  flannel  about  the  ab^. 
men.   A  lane  roller,  wonnd  three  or  Ibnr 
limes  round  the  body,  is  exceedingly 
serviceable.    This  protects  the  abdomen 
against  eoM,  and  it  is  always  useful.  In 
this,  a.H  in  most  other  bowel  complaiatty 
it  is  particularly  necessary  that  the  pa. 
tieut  should  avoid  cold  feel ;  lor  some  in- 
dividuals, if  they  allow  their  feet  to  btoome 
cold,  always  have  an  attarlc   r>r  ci»lic. 
W  hen  the  disease  has  arisen  from  lead,  you 
will  aometimet  tee  thettomaeh  mnain  in 
a  state  of  si)aMra,  so  that  there  will  be  an 
aching  pain  there,  aofl  ocetusional  vomit- 
ing, notwithsUuiding  the  bowels  are  regu- 
larly op^Md.  This  is  a  state  which  iabttt 
idieTed  by  pfimie  aeid  or  tttamoiiiiuii* 

PARALYSIS  AFTER  LEAD-COLIC. 

When  the  d  iscasc  has  been  induced  by 
lead,  you  will  sometimes  find  that  after 
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tbs  coBe  i»  •ver  the  writtwiU  drop;  tiift 

inusdes  situated  in  tlu-  fomiiDy.and  be- 
longing to  the  hand,  bt'coineparftlysed  ;  so 
tliat  the  patient  has  very  little  use  (perhaps 
none)  of  the  hand,  and  the  musclei  will 
at  Inst  waste  nwny.  It  is  said  by  some 
writers  that  the  abductor  poliicis  wastes 
thtn  theotben;  bat  lamnotawnve 
that  it  dots.  Sonu  tiraes  this  will  occur 
from  lead  without  any  colic  at  all ;  but 
generally  there  iseotic,  and  this  is  followed 
by  paralysis  of  the  wrists. 

Trenttnevt. — Now  this  is  a  state  that  may 
easilv  be  remedied.  In  tlie  first  place  you 
ahonld  withdraw  the  person  Ax>ni  the  poi- 
son, nii'1  jir  vent  ltii;i  for  a  time  from  M- 
lowing  his  occupaliou;  if  he  be  a  painter, 
yon  sonuld  withdraw  him  from  the  lead, 
or  the  load  from  him.  It  is  also  of  great 
importance  that  he  should  not  wear  the 
clothes  which  he  uses  in  businciis:  a  (|uan- 
tity  of  lead  is  still  remaining  upon  them, 
and  that  may  of  course  keep  up  the  dis- 
ease. I  have  no  doubt  that  many  painters 
might  avoid  the  complaint  if  they  were 
more  cleanly — if  tin  y  wore  sleevt  s  <tver 
their  coat,  and  as  soon  as  they  had  done 
work  regularly  put  off  their  working 
clothes.  You  cannot,  however,  persuade 
men  to  do  this;  they  not  give  them- 
selves the  trouble  till  they  have  once  suf- 
flned  for  thdr  negllgenee,  and  eren  then, 
as  soon  as  Ihcy  recover,  tin  v  bt  come  rare- 
less.  If  painters  would  adopt  the  pre- 
cautions I  bare  giren,  no  doubt  many  of 
them  would  escaju'. 

In  tl  e  way  of  local  appliention,  elretri 
city  is  one  of  the  best  remedies.  It  should 
be  applied  not  onlr  to  the  hand,  but  to  the 
forearm  ;  because  tnc  mu'^rlt  <  in  hoth  parts 
are  paralysed.  I  think  I  have  seen  sparks 
answer  better  than  shocks;  and  the  elec- 
tricity slionld  be  applied,  if  i>ossible,  every 
day.  It  has  also  been  recommended  that 
the  jiatienVs  hand  should  be  supported  by 
splints,  and  that  these  should  be  useii 
nipht  and  day,  so  as  to  keep  the  hands  in 
a  state  of  constant  extension.  You  will 
find  this  recommended  by  Dr.  Pemberton. 
Mlisters  are  als(»  said  to  be  u.scful.  I  have 
found  stimulating  applications  of  all  kinds 
serviceable,  bnt  particularly  electrici^. 
VHien  you  apply  stimulating  applications 
oTi  the  skin,  they  only  act  within  sympn- 
tlietieally;  friction  may  make  the  parts 
wor'ic,  but  electricity  will  go  to  eftrfBpOt 
which  is  really  the  seat  of  the  disease. 

As  to  the  internal  medicines,  I  have 
never  seen  them  do  good,  except  it  has 
been  strychnine  or  stramonium,  or  (which 
is  the  same  thing)  nux  vomica.  I'his  is  a 
species  of  paralysis  wherein  Ihave  exhibited 
sttydmine  with  decided  advaatege. 

INTUSSUSCEPTION, 
lAttu-sascqptiottf  the  affectioii  of  which 


I  flpoike  as  sometimes  giving  rise  to  oolie, 

gen  oral  Iv  occurs  in  the  small  intestines; 
or  else  the  small  intestines  .slip  down  into 
the  large — into  the  colon.  However,  in- 
tas-raweption  of  the  large  iatesttacs  has 
been  seen  ;  for  the  crpcnm  and  a  part  of 
the  colon  have  been  found  in  the  sigmoid 
flexure.  Cases  have  been  seen  In  whfdi 
the  small  intestines  from  the  dumlenum 
have  all  slipped  into  the  large  intestines, 
and  the  csBCum  has  been  seen  to  protrude 
from  the  anus.  Tb^c  are  rare  cases,  bvt 
not  the  more  impossibie  becanse  th^  mn 
rare. 

CmtMs.— This  disease  may  oeenr  ftem 

any  irritation  whatever,  and  sometimes  it 
has,  no  doubt,  been  temporarjr,  and  has 
passed  away.  On  opening  animals,  yon 
will  sometimes  see  intus  susception  take 
place  before  your  eyes,  and  then  the  parts 
will  slip  out  aifaiii. 

CoAericm  tnnif  .irrtiT.—- However,  wiien 
tus-susception  has  occurred,  the  parts  may 
remain  in  the  situation  into  which  they 
have  been  fbrced,  and  at  last  eohesioii 
takes  ])l.icc  between  tin  external  sarfkM 
of  the  descending  portion  and  the  inner 
surface  of  that  into  which  it  has  slipped ; 
and  the  mueons  membrane  may  then  co- 
here together,  so  that  complete  obstruc- 
tion takes  place,  and  the  person  dies. 
Sometimes  the  part  which  has  slipped  In 
has  only  adhered  at  the  upper  portion  ; 
sloughing  has  then  taken  place,  and  a  part 
<^  the  intestine  hss  been  dischaiirpd. 

Qtumtitt/nf  lulfstiuedischars^i'd — You  will 
be  snrprised  at  the  i|naatity  of  intestine 
which,  beyond  all  donbt,  lias  been  expelled 
in  some  of  these  ca^^es,  and  yet  tlie  |>atient 
has  done  well.  Dr.  I'aillie  mention*,  hav- 
ing  yeen,  or  known,  a  yard  of  the  colon  dis- 
charged from  a  woman  before  death ;  she 
died,  but  a  yard  of  the  (  oh.n  wns  first 

f>assed.  He  mentions  another  person  who 
ived  two  years  after  losing  six  inches  of 
her  colon.  '  You  may  easily  see  how  this 
happens  without  any  great  mischief  taking 
place.  Adhesion  takes  place  at  the  upper 
portion  of  that  whidi  nas  slipped  down, 
slouirhing  afterwards  ooews,  but  the  part 
remains  continuous  as  before,  only  shorter. 
Whether  the  person  has  more  freqnent 
evacuations  after  the  intestines  have  been 
shortened.  I  do  not  know  ;  but  it  is  an  un- 
doubted tact  that  a  large  portion  has  been 
expelle(^  and  yet  the  person  has  done  per- 
fectly well.  Yon  will  find  another  case  in 
which  twenty -three  inches  of  the  colon 
were  disehaiiged,  and  in  another  twentjs 
eight  inches  of  the  small  intestines;  and 
yet  recovery  took  place,  (-ruveilliier  men- 
tions a  case  in  which  eighteen  inches,  to» 
gether  with  the  mesentery,  were  discharged, 
but  the  person  entirely  rec<ivcred,  after 
having  exhibited  signs  of  strangulated 
hernia. 
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OitM  rm  to  no  peculiar  SjunpComi.— Now 

there  is  no  proof  of  the  existence  of  this  con- 
dition during  life :  jou  cannot  tell,  in  a 
caae  of  colic,  that  the  patient  has  io> 
tus-susceplion.  I  recollect  being  called 
to  a  case  of  violent  colic,  which  ap- 
l)eared  to  arise  from  a  muii  drinking 
sour  cvder  and  rum,  aud  a  number  of 
otlicr  tilings ;  havinu;,  in  a  thirsty  fit,  drank 
ererv  thing  be  could  reach.  Violent  colic 
Midaenly  took  place,  and  his  bowels  from 
that  nnmient  were  confined,  lie  took 
cavtor  oil,  croton  oil,  olive  oil,  but  bathsi 
cold  baths,  and  every  thing  that  oonld  be 
devised,  but  no  evacuation  was  produced. 
He  stir\i\ed  si  fortnitjht,  aud  at  the  post- 
mortem  exauiiuutiun  iutus-susccption  vvai> 
found.  Portions  of  the  intestines  were 
perfectly  coherent  tog:ether,  foniiint^Mi  solid 
mass;  so  that  lliere  was  uu  coutiuuatiou 
between  the  Qp])er  ]>ortion  of  the  intes- 
tines iuid  the  lower  ;  hut  the  circumstance 
was  not  known  before  death  :  there  was  no 
particular  tumor  to  be  discovered.  I  do 
not  think,  therefore,  that  in  a  gnat  num- 
ber of  cases,  from  what  1  have  read  and 
occasionally  seen  in  dead  bo<iies,  there  can 
be  any  sign  whatever,  thongh  Uie  disease 
has  occasinnully  been  suspected;  and,  in- 
deed, 1  suspected  it  in  tlie  case  to  which  I 
have  jnst  referred.  Some  persons  say  that 
we  oi;';ht  to  cut  dov^n  upon  the  part — that 
we  are  not  bouud  to  wait  for  the  person 
dviug.  Now  the  case  ought  to  be  very 
cfear  indeed  before  a  man's  abdomen 
sJiiiuId  be  opened,  and  an  attempt  made 
to  untwist  his  intcstiues  directly.  It 
has  been  proposed  by  some  to  out  down, 
upon  tlie  part  wherever  the  scat  of  tlic 
pain  is  j  but  this  is  a  very  fallacious  guida. 
Vou  w^Ul  sometimes  have  pain  at  one  put 
of  the  abdomen,  and  after  death  tlir  >f> 
«tructton  is  found  at  another.  IJnt  iJ, 
aflir  symptoms  uf  culic,  u  tumor  be  pro- 
duced, tin  surgeou  might  tlien  take  info 
oonsi  deration  whether  be  would  cut  down 
or  not. 

Jt  may  appear  wonderful  that  so  large  a 

p(jrtion  of  intestine  should  \>v  di&ehorgcd; 
but  Ute  occurrence  is  not  only  mentioned 
by  Dr.  BaiUie,  who  T  suppose  is  a  man 
who  n.  V(T  told  an  untruth  in  his  life,  but 
you  will  Hud  that  Andral  cites  a  case 
w  here  tliirty  inches  uf  the  ileum  were  dis- 
charged, and  death  did  not  take  place  for 
three  months,  nn  l  then  it  airosc  from  yvr't 
tonitis.  lie  .suspected  that  death  t(»«ik 
place  in  consequence  of  the  cicatrix  being 
lacerated  by  an  accidental  circumstanec, 
and  that  but  for  that,  the  individual  would 
have  done  well.  In  the  Edinburgh  Jour- 
nal, vol.  ix.  a  surgeon  mentions  a  case 
where  the  colon,  theeapcum,  and  tlic  mcso- 
(»>lou,  were  all  discharged,  but  of  ctiurse 
death  took  place. 


ACUTB  AND  OHROmc  DYSEIfTEnY: 

i  now  proceed  to  the  consideratiou  of 
another  disease,  in  whidi  there  is  spaem 

and  inflammation  togttht  r,  and  in  w  Inch 
there  is  obstruction  and  purging  both. 
This  disease  is  called  difseutery. 

.S'vtn|tf«m«.— The  symptoms  of  this  com- 
plaint arc  a  mixture  of  those  of  colic  and 
euteritis,  so  that  you  have  violent  pains  of 
the  bdly,  wfaioh  are  called  tmnuna.  Yon 
have  also  a  fore  it  i-:  down  backwards,  a 
forcing  of  the  rectum,  which  is  called  («- 
iMMitis;  and  fretjueutly  small  mnonns  or 
bloody  stools,  together  witli  more  or  less 
retention  of  the  fajces,  so  that  there  is  an 
obstruction  to  the  conr.>>e  of  the  f^ccs,  but 
a  great  discbarge  of  secretion  from  the 
inner  surface  of  the  intestines.  The  stools 
are  scanty  and  irregular*  The  discharges 
are  very  fkeqnent,  but  each  particnMr 
discharge  itself  is  scanty;  an<l  when  the 
fR?ces  do  come  away  at  all,  they  are  found  in 
hard  lumps.  Sydenham  defines  dysentery 
to  be,  "  frequent  mucous  stools,  with  giip. 
inir."  Dr.  Akenside,  the  poet,  wrote  on 
this  disease,  and  he  gives  the  same  dctini- 
tion  as  Sydenham  $  but  be  adds  to  it  **  lite- 
qucnt  desire"— in  fact,  tenesmns. 

The  blood  which  is  discharged  in  this 
aflbction  may  be  either  in  clots,  or  merely 
in  streaks;  and  -«»raetimes  it  is  discharged 
in  a  very  considerable  iinantity,  quite 
liquid.  Verv  frtuueatlv  there  arc  shreds 
of  fibrin.  Sir  Jonn  Prmgle  says  that  he 
has  seen  fatty  matters  discharged:  that  I 
cau  believe,  for  1  couid  mention  the  same 
with  respect  to  diarrhoea. 

This  disease  mav  be  acute  and  (  h-'»nic. 
In  the  acute  affection  there  is  violent  in- 
flammation as  wen  as  spasm,  so  that  tbeie 
is  considerable  feverishness,  quickness  of 
pulse,  heat,  thirst,  pain  in  the  abdomen, 
not  only  coming  on  in  fits,  tus  tenesmus, 
griping,  bntlikewiseconstant  ])uin,  aud  in- 
creased on  preMure,  together  with  dryness 
of  the  skin. 

Duratim.'^ThU  state  may  go  off  in  a  few 
days,  or  it  maj'  last  A>r  a  month  ;  after 
that  time  you  may  perhaps  call  it  chronic 
dy^ntcT}'. 

Siituir  of  I  fit-  iiiotii>ii$. — The  liver  very  fre- 
quently ceases  to  secrete,  s4j  that  no  bile  at 
all  passes  away;  and  sometimes  it  is  in  a 
•late  of  ^^  <  irritation,  so  that  it  m  retes 
i^recn  hile,  anfl  the  motions  are  tlKFtfii! e 
green,  f^omcttmes,  htiwever,  the  mutious 
appear  to  be  of  a  pitch-like  snbstanee,  and 
occasionally  they  are  like  the  washiiij:.')  nf 
meat  Sometimes,  instead  nl  thick  mucus, 
there  is  thin  senini,  aud  from  there  being 
a  little  ha>morrhuge  it  is  ruther  red,eotliat 
the  discharge  from  tlie  tdimentary  canal 
has  been  very  aptly  compared  to  the 
washings  of  meat.  The  disohaigc  may  be 
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of  all  oolotm  mod  of  all  qualities ;  bat  tha 
faeces  are  usually  rctainofl.  If  yim  i)n.>cure 
an  craeuation  of  faeces,  they  come  away  in 
hard  lump.s  which  are  called  »etihala.  Na- 
ture gets  rid  of  thenc  from  time  to  time ; 
th(  V  are  like  fitrr*-*!  fnent  balls,  only  hard, 
rtii*  tuugue  is  ot  coune  fool,  and  very  fre- 
quently apbthaB  app«ur,  horn  the  nmootu 
jji'  inbiane  sufferinc:, 

I-rtqitently  cotyoiatd  vith  yini^r.— Tbia  dia- 
eaae  is  rery  eotttiMtt  in  hot  eUmatea,  and 
most  conininn  in  this  country  in  hot  wea> 
ther.  It  is  frequently  united  with  the 
fevers  of  hot  countries,  and  of  our  hot  sea- 
aoBS,  and  ffeqneatly  it  la  ooflgoiiwd  uHlli 
intermittent  and  remittent  fevers ;  some- 
times  it  precedes,  and  sometimes  it  follows 
them.  Sir  Jobs  Pringle  and  Sir  GilbeH 
Blane  both  say  that  it  uriMs  in  tamps  at 
t))c  same  seasons,  and  under  the  same  eir. 
cuinstances,  as  bilious  ferers.  It  has  now 
and  then,  curio u si v  enoaf^  been  observed 
to  be  vicnnoii'^  witli  fi  ^rr.  It  wiU  vt  :ise  in 
the  army  and  uavy  in  different  uaru  of  the 
gfobe  when  fevers  begin,  ana  re-appear 
wht  n  tliey  crnsi' ;  but  \vr\  fri  ^ ju 'iitly  it  is 
united  with  ifaeni.  It  has  been  known  also 
to  eo-eaist  with  typhoiHever,  and  aUamala 
with  it.  When  typhus  fever  fnevailed 
lately  in  Irrlruul,  dystnti-rv  prevniled  ni 
the  saute  time,  and  uccaMunaHy  alunmu-d 
with  it.  It  is  veij  ooiBiDOii  for  it  to  occur 
with  liver  disease;  and  occasionally  it  has 
been  united  with  measles.  The  causes  of 
Htar  diwair,  and  the  caaees  offerer,  alfeet 
all  parts  of  the  abdomen. 

Chnmic  form  Um  violent  than  the  acute.—' 
The  chronic  form  of  the  disease  Is  much 
lee*  riolent  than  tiia  acute,  and  is  attended 
with  mnrh  le^s  pyrexia;  indeed  the  py- 
rexia in  the  chronic  form  may  at  last  be. 
oone  beetle.  Hie  iateeCiiiee  beeoaie  die- 
eased,  snppurati'iii  and  aler  nitifti  oceur, 
and  vou  have  hectic  lever,  bometimes  in 
die  chroiiie  Ibroi  Oem  ia  ao  Ibver  at  all, 
for  it  degenerates  into  diarrhnea ;  so  that 
all  the  patient  eoniplains  of  at  Inst  is  mu- 
cous stools  aud  teneaiuiuii.  i'iit-  ia>ces  not 
being  retained,  it  may  defenerate  into 
dmrrhrra,  so  that  you  havedysctitrrirdiar- 
rha'a-that  is,  diarrhoea  characterised  by 
great  grriping  and  a  diecharge  of  raucni. 

8t9oi*  more  fTeq\ tent  during  the  night  thnu  the 
dey.--ln  hot  countries  it  has  been  observed 
that  more  stoob  take  pkce  at  niffht  than 
daifag  the  day,  and  at  newaadlwl  moons. 
I  mentioned,  when  speaktnir  of  remittrnt 
lever,  that  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  that 
at  new  and  ftill  auion  thie  Ibver  prevaila 
irtftst,  ;i:nl  th.'  symptoms  are  more  intense 
at  tiuit  period  i  and  the  same  has  been  ob^ 
•erved  with  regard  to  dyienteiy.  More 
■toots  take  place  at  that  time,  not  thnmgh 
the  moon  din  etly,  but  fr«»m  the  high  tides 
that  tiicu  tiikv  place  there  is  more  vegeta- 
ble decomposition. 


MtMd  «;iptuvwNM.«Afterdeath  IVom  Cbe 

ri<  p.ff  form  of  the  dix-a^'.  we  see  i^-at  in- 
flammation of  the  intestines,  chiefly  of  the 
large  ones,  and  particularly  of  the*  colon  » 
thisdisea'^e  s(»  partteularly  affects  this  ptti% 

that  «r»TH('  have  propftse<l  to  mil  it  n  fiih  

inllaoiuialion  (»f  tlm  ctdon ;  but  that  wnnJd 
not  be  qatte  eorrect,  became  it  alen  alKwtB 
t!ir  rif  tinn,  mul  likt'«-Hr  the  small  intes- 
tines. The  great  seat  of  the  disease,  Inyw- 
ever,  le  tiieeolon  and  tibe  leetnm.  Puafdkn 
marks  of  redness  and  congestion,  there  is 
(K-easionally  snperfieial  abrnsion  of  the 
mucous  membrane,  and  sometimes  deep- 
seated  ulceration  and  great  di>tmtion. 

After  the  ehmnie  form  of  the  disease  in 
the  same  situations,  viz.  the  colon  and  the 
reetom,  we  find  great  rednene  and  nlcevi^ 
tion,  biit  we  also  fiud  that  efTeet  v»  peca» 
liar  to  chronic  inflammation — great  hyper- 
trophy; such  thickness  as  acute  inflamma- 
tion will  not  induce.  There  ii  great 
thielcness  of  all  the  coats  ;  the  mciTP  are  all 

{^really  enlarged,  so  that  the  inner  surface 
■  exeeediniarly  ragged,  and  yon  lee  efania 
of  lymph  hanging  np'm  it,  sometimes  of 
great  lei^gth.  Occasionally  these  chaagea 
we  leen  only  in  patches,  and  ooearioaallT 
they  are  seen  over  a  verv  great  extent ;  and 
at  the  sunif  time  red  patches  are  frequently 
licen  m  liie  small  intestines.  The  colon 
haa  been  fbnad  after  thie  chnmie  form  of 
the  di'^f'nvc  as  mne?!  a  quarter  of  nn  inr  h 
in  thickness.  Mtuute  abscesses,  too,  are 
eeen  In  the  tnbetanee  of  the  inteetfnes. 

On  openinc;  the  f^Iands  you  find  lliem  so 
very  much  enlargni,  so  much  hypertro- 
phied,  that  they  look  like  so  many  warts. 

Besides  the  inuihld  appearances  j  ust  men* 
tinned,  it  is  not  niu  ommon  to  finfi  the  liver 
in  a  state  of  diseaM*,  frequently  in  a  state 
of  ehronle  inflammation  $  oeeamonally,  in- 
deed,  in  a  state  of  abse* -  v  Tl  <  <]  Iron, 
•emetimes,  is  in  the  sauie  predicament  ^ 
Ae  liver,  however,  ie  mndi  more  iyei)vent» 
Iy  affected  than  the  epleen* 

C./'/v*  —  As  to  the  cati^es  of  dysentery, 
all  tmrvv  tiiat  it  is  eontiuuaily  produced 
by  changes  from  heat  to  eotu,  and  from 
eold  to  heat.  The  tendency  to  it  is  threat 
ly  increased  by  long-continued  heat,  and 
ny  Iktigue;  tnerefbre  in  thoae  conntHee 
where  it  is  eontinunllv  seen  it  frtMiuentlv 
breaks  out  when  the  army  lias  suflered  to 
a  great  degree,  or  there  has  been  a  sudden 
vicissitude  of  temperature.  A  cold  wet 
ni'^lit,  after  an  inten«»ely  hot  day,  will  occa 
fciunaily  produce  this  affection  in  a  rast 
nnmber  of  pereone.  ft  is  a  dieraie  parti* 
culariy  common  on  bnnril  sfiips  nnrl  in 
oamps.  Some  consider  that  one  cause  of 
it  ie  malaria,  and  eertidnfyitieafhet,ditt 
where  malaria  prevails  to  a  great  extent, 
dysentery  is  very  common  ;  but  t\s  these 
fti^  wet  situatitms,  one  hardly  know  s  whe- 
ther it  is  the  malaria  itself'  which  gitet 
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ilietoit.  Yon^riUfvooUeetlBiiBtfaiiadl 
tiMit  with  the  remittent  feven  of  hot 
countries  there  are  bilious  ferers  of  ftll 
kinds.  It  16  also  unduubtcdlv  pruduced 
somethDMby  bad  food,  and  likflwiie  hj 
bad  water.  This  discaM*,  for  example, 
imvailed  in  the  Penitentiuy  at  Milbuik, 
wImm  tb«re  U  m  umiibiMDUnn  of  ttnfftvoar- 
nbli' circumstances.  Tlie  j)ris<m  itself  is 
situated  in  the  OMMt  unwholesome  place 
imai^inable,  as  if  it  were  intended  to  carry 
tbe  people  off  quickly  who  have  been  de> 
posited  there;  and  I  believe  the  allowance 
of  tuitd  was  not  such  as  medical  men  con- 
sidered to  be  proper.  It  co-existad  tlNve 
with  scurry,  and  various  other  diseases. 

Formtrl%i  prewitnt  in  Lmdon^^Fcrmmly 
&ytnt(uy  wm  wfy  oasunoii  in  JAwdoUt 
but  at  present  we  seldom  see  it.  I  scarcely 
c?er  meet  with  a  case  but  in  th«>^»'  uho 
have  been  in  hot  climates,  whert-us  lur- 
merly  it  was  one  of  the  greatest  scour^ 
in  the  metropolis.  You  f\v'\  it  treated  of 
biy  Sydenham  as  one  of  the  dii>eases  tluit 
cnsM  dnily  under  fait  ebeerrstion:  it  wni 
one  of  the  jfreat  <'nnses  <if  innrtnlit}  in  the 
city,  just  as  was  the  case  witii  ague,  plague, 
and  scurry.  I  presume  it  arose,  then, 
from  the  bad  quality  of  the  food  upon 
which  people  lired,  and  the  bad  drainnt^c 
of  the  city.  As  to  the  ill  eflect  ol  bad 
water,  it  u  mid  that  tboM  in  ships  anlibr 
most,  when  the  diiscMO  pieraili^  wJw 
nearest  the  pump. 

Infimtmrn  tjf  FVMti.>-It  baa  been  supposed 
that  fruit  produces  llie  disease,  but  unless 
the  fhiit  be  bad,  there  is  no  reason  to  sup. 
pose  that  this  is  the  case.  Of  coarse  had 
nruit,  coming  under  the  head  of  bad  lbod» 
miffht  prcnltire  it,  hnt  the  mere  circum- 
stance of  eatiug  Iruit  at  the  time  when  na. 
ture  pravidie  it  for  va,  doM  notgifa  liM to 
the  dit^ease;  on  thr  contrary,  there  are 
many  cases  on  record  of  fmit  harimr 
vroved  akcaedingly  bencSciaL  Yon  wiu 
find  it  mentioned  by  Zimmerman,  in  his 
work  on  Kxperience,  whieh  is  well  worth 
reading,  for  it  is  as  amusing  as  a  novel, 
and  flill  of  instruction,  that  in  1751,  a 
wfrfilc  FVrnt  li  ntiinient  wa^  nenrlv  (1r. 
^t roved  m  the  kuuLh  of  France  by  dysien- 
tery'  The  oOeen  t>a««iiaaed  the  entire 
crop  of  \-rvfnil  aiTi's  (if  vtTM  v.ird  for  the 
regiment,  and  nol  one  man  died  from  that 
time,  ui>r  wae  one  more  attacked.  Tiaeot, 
a  Frandi  writer,  aleo  Mentions  that  elorea 
nelsons  in  one  house  were  attnclvcfl  with 
dyeentery  :  nine  of  them  eat  fruii  und  re- 
covered,  but  the  grandmother  and  one 
darling  little  t^mndrbild   had   winr  und 

Sices  instead,  as  beiug  the  mu«t  ct»mlort. 
le  thing,  and  both  died.  It  wae  obeerved 
that  the  worst  flux  which  was  ever  known 
in  the  army  in  Holland  occurred  at  the 
end  of  July,  when  there  is  no  fruit  tlaTti 


iait  ttrawhanlee,  of  wbidi  the  men  se?*^ 

partook,  and  the  disease  ceased  entirely 

when  October  arrived,  and  the  grapes 
came,  ot  which  the  men  eat  venr  heartily. 

impure  liW«r#— Aiqr  oanae  of  intestinal 
irritation  maj,  of  course,  produce  dysen- 
tery, more  particalarly  when  a  pxedispoei* 
tion  hat  b«en  given  by  long^eontlnned  Mat 
and  by  bad  fo<»d,  unilcr  which,  of  c<mrsc, 
drink  is  included.  It  is  said  that  at  the 
old  barracks  at  Cork  the  troops  had  water 
eontaminated  by  tbe  common  sewer.<i,  and 
mndf  brackish  by  the  tide,  and  d\  si  nterv 
prevaikd.  This  was  remedied,  und  liic 
disease  almoet  entirfl?  ceaeed.  Linneus's 
friend,  Roland  or,  had  dysentery  from  drink- 
li^  standing  water  out  of  a  eietem  of 
jimiper  wood.  He  aseribed  tbe  dieeaae  to 
animalculip,  but  the  mere  circumstance  of 
its  bein^f  stag:nated  water,  wjvs  sufficient  to 
account  for  the  disease,  witliuut  cailint^  lu 
the  aid  of  animaleahe. 

aserly  suppoMid  that  this  di.M.aM;  was  de. 
ddcdlj  eontagione,  and  it  was  inragined 

that  It  s})ren(l  most  from  the  stn^ls;  sn 
that  if  any  individual  followed  another 
labouring  under  dysentery,  for  the  par. 
poow  of  nature,  it  was  conceived  that  he 
wn*!  more  liable  to  catch  it  than  by  simplr 
being  with  him.  Whether  it  is  contagious 
or  not,  it  is  impossiUe  for  ne  to  say,  bnt 
the  sporadic  cases  of  i  lironir  rh  'cntprv, 
which  we  occasionally  meet  with  in  those 
who  have  oome  ftoen  not  cUraatee,  eertainly 
arc  not  contagious.  I  never  saw  any  thing 
that  could  lead  to  the  supposition  of  the 
disease  being  so.  I  will  not  pr&i^umo  to 
deny  that  sowetjaes  it  may  be  so  abroad^ 
but  many  Hi  senses  are  supposed  to  be  con- 
tagious that  are  noL  I  think  it  may  be 
reasonably  donbted  wbetiier  it  is  conta- 
gious. Some  imup:inr  that  nlnifvt  any  par- 
ticular disease,  under  particular  circtun- 
slanees,  may  become  centsgioos,  and  tbevs- 
fore  I  do  not  say  that  it  never  is  contlp 
piouc,  htit  ns  the  disease  is  SSSB  in 
Em: laud,  ccrtuiuly  it  is  not. 

M  rtality  in  iht  PlttmpdMr  Wmr^l  UMB* 
tioned  that  this  was  n  dif^easc  whieh  pre- 
vailed particularly  in  camps,  and  in  the 
fleets  abroad.  In  the  Psninsnlar  war  onr 
anny  lost  no  fewer  than  4717  men  by  tin's 
disease  exclusively.  In  181:2,  2:M0  died| 
in  1813,  1639;  and  in  1814,  748. 

The  disease  is  very  manageaUa  if  taken 
in  thv  first  inst«nre,  hut  extreme  mortality 
nii.Hvs  from  the  unluvourable  circumstances 
in  vvhidi  men  afe  placed.  FVom  the  waai 
of  all  cfrrnfftrt  and  the  excessive  fatig^, 
medical  men  have  little  choaoe  of  duiag 
good. 

Pathohgjt.— 'With  regard  to  the  nature 

of  the  di<oH**e,  it  npitears  t«»  be  iulbirarna. 
tiou  ui  liic  mucuus  utembnwc,  tugclixer 
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'vcith  spasm  uf  the  muscular  fibre^t  chiefiy 
affecting  the  iargv  intestines — one  onght 
not  to  say  altogtttber,  but  infinitely  more 
frequent  than  the  small  inteslxiiet.  The 
inflammation  gives  rise  to  constant  pain, 
to  sickness,  tujpyresas,  to  a  great  discharge 
alfmncnsaMuood;  die  spasm  gives  viae 
to  occasional  feveiepeiB,  ud  to  tlie  leftm- 
tion  of  the  fscea. 

progwmk,-^As  to  the  prognocb  of  tiie 
disease,  that  must  depend,  of  course,  npoa 
the  violence  of  the  «yinjitoms;  bnt  you 
will  always  tind  it  itieniiuued  m  uutliors 
tlMt  oae  of  the  worst  ^ymptmiie  that  can 
occur  is  tlie  discbarge  of  worms,  as  thoimh 
the  vrorms  in»lijictiTely  knew  that  the 
behitetiop  wee  ebont  to  be  diaaolved,  and 
therefore  the  s<Min»r  they  quitted  it  the 
b(  tter,  just  as  rats  are  said  to  quit  an  old 
bam,  and  look  out  for  a  new  habitation 
beAiie  tlief  aie  tnined  looae  by  the  do- 
stnirttnn  of  the  present 

Ireaitnent.—lQ  regard  to  the  cure4»f  the 
•Awtieti,  the  find  thinf  is,  to  lenove^  if 
possible,  tht'  rnu^c  of  the  di'^r^'^c.  If  there 
be  a  bad  quality  of  the  ingesta,  whether 
t^nid  or  eolid,  or  say  dttmpaese  in  the 
atoetion,  or  any  contamination  of  the  at- 
moKphcre,  nil  thi'^  shonhl  l»c  nHrintrd » ithcr 
bv  removing  the  j^aueut  from  it,  or  ii  Lcvm 
IMtaent,  otherwise  yon  are  fighting,  of 
rnnrie,  again<:t  n  r^  tuble  enenj^bolb  the 
tliscaiw  and  the  cause. 

In  aottle  djrMBterr  we  bare  to  treat  the 
aflTcctioii  ijfxiii  ;i  decidcoly  atitiphlogtslic 
plan.  It  may  be  necessary  to  bleed  rigo- 
roosly  in  llie  arm ;  to  apply  leeches  freely 
and  lapcatedly  to  tbe  abdamen  $  to  gira 
mercury,  and  iret  the  month  wre  ;  to  npply 
oUapla&ms  ot  liot  mui»i  bran  to  ihv  a^xio- 
men,  or  if  it  be  prcferaMey  apply  tbeai 
«t)M.  hut  in  '^'rnirnl  the  m»~ii«tiirc  aM>u  trs 
much  better  ii'  at  be  warm.  Vou  must 
treat  it  as  a  riolcat  aeUre  iaflawwation  of 
the  intestine^.  In  regard  to  calomel,  you 
will  iind,  that  though  all  agree  upon*  its 
importance  in  this  discaM*,  yet  tliat  some 
icooameii  i  large  doses  at  interrale^'and 
some  «iiuill  <  iiev.  Th'ivc  whu  rtrttmmend 
the  latter  would  give  other  purgatives  at 
intewab^  for  tbe  purpose  of  emptying  the 
iiitcstiiuA.  Mich  it>i  cii-.ior  oil;  whereas, 
tliose  that  give  large  doses,  trust  more  to 
the  calomel  itself,  it  is  highly  ncceasarv 
in  tins  disease  to  open  the  bowels  welL 
Notwithstanding  the  nmiit>er  of  evnciia 
tions,  tbe  faeces  arc  altogether  ur  grcutiy 
retained,  and  therefore  it  is  necessary 
r*'t  mrrc!y  to  eiiij'h'v  the  rcmtdic>.  f«tr 
iutiammatioii,  but  to  empty  the  inles- 
ttacs  thmoughly.  Some  people  wovM 
give  a  scru|iie  nt"  cnl-'ni'lut  jiitvrAals,  so 
8o  as  to  get  the  month  S4ire  a^  quickly  as 
iMMsible,  and  at  the  same  time  to  empty 
the  aliineataiy  onaL  'Cbose  who  gif« 


Miuil]  dtrscs  would  jjive  other  punrativc*  in 
great  abundance ;  but  it  is  neceseary  to^n^t 
the  bowels  o[>eu  as  speedily  and  as  cflerv 
taally  as  pnwiMe    Itisasefbllo  employ 
opinm  nt  the  same  i^mo,  on  iccooot  of  the 
great  tendency  whicii  liierc  is  to  aevcev 
spasnodie  fMun.  Tbeoplnai  nmr  beiuuMid 
with  the  calomel;  and  if  yon  take  care 
make  tlte  calomei  onecsLt;  by  means  of 
other  purgatives,  no  Wnncaa  arise  Asm 
it    If  castor  oil  will  stay  on  the  stomack^ 
I  should  prefer  that  to  <aiL«.  iKxtiuse,  prr 
haps,  there  is  a  great  discharge  of  uitK-u», 
and  perhaps  wate^^   ^toob  rather  thsB 
r;pcf  .  nnd  ca^inr-oil  lias  the  propertr  of 
thoruughly  em  p  ty mg  thetdimentaiy  canal. 
BMoBtait  1  lyste'n  are  also  of  the  very 
hicrhest  importance,  but   nothing  acrid 
should  be  put  into  them.  Clysters  of  graei, 
with  a  certain  portion  of  landanwm  and 
castor  oil.  will  be  much  better  than  dyalsB 
contaicinir  !^ait«.    Of  conr?e  the  patierrt 
should  be  kept  without  food;  his  &tuma>ch 
dioiild  be  allowed  as  mnch  repu«e  as  po«> 
sihli  ;  he  sliKiild  he  kept  exrceiUni;Iy  low 

31  any  persons,  formerly  at  least,  had  a 
very  high  opinton  of  ipecacnsadHi  in  this 
disease.  Dr.  A  ken  side,  the  poet,  in  liis 
elcirant  I.n*in  trenn^'  on  this  di«^cace,  re- 
Cftmracnds  about  three  or  live  gnuns  of 
ipecaeaauha  every  six  hours,  and  laany 
pfrsons  still  eive  it,  a»d  also  antimony,  so 
as  to  create  sickness.  I  myself  have  no 
experience  of  any  soch  ]  dan.  I  do  not  see 
the  utility  of  causing  ilie  j-atit  iit  to  vouu't 
in  thi";  diVa^e,  neither  hare  i  ever  myself 
heisu  ahie  to  discover  the  soothing  effect  of 
ipecaenanha.  Some  )H-rsons  when  they 
eT\Yc  piinritivr'!  irivc  ipecacuanha,  and  'riT 
thai  it  has  the  property  of  emptying 
alimcntaireaaal ;  bat  after  repeated  triak» 
I  cannot  say  that  1  hare  found  that  it  has 
any  peculiar  properties  except  that  it 
makes  the  pattent  siclL  I  have  been  as 
Ml'  rc^ iful  in  this  disease  as  in  any  other 
by  treating  it  on  aiitiph-i^i^nc  principles, 
without  exhibiting  any  tiimg  with  the 
view  of  producing  sickness  or  any  specifa 
orvrratton.  Formerly  \  arions  preparations 
of  antimony  were  given,  but  1  really  my- 
self have  not  foaad  it  at  aU  neeenary. 

In  regard  to  the  chronic  f  tui  «tf  the  dis- 
ease,  you  are  to  consider  wheilier  liHrrs  is 
any  inflammation  still  existing.  Them 
very  frequently  is;  the  abdomen  is  Ktill 
teii'dir,  and  it  would  he  absurd  to  thmk  of 
giving  a>iriniceuts,and  blocking  up  ihc  in- 
testines, while  that  inflaminatlon  existt. 
Von  w  ill  find  that  th'  p  n-!:-  t  "ivrtv  ]m. 
seoing  the  disease  is,  in  iJie  br»t  mstaove, 
to  apply  leeches  ft«ely  over  tiie  abdoawn, 
and  throw  up  a  clyster,  taking  care  tf 
the  bowels  ^}mll  bt*  opened  freely  and  re 
gnlurly  :  and  when  you  have  done  all  this, 
then  utriDftents  wiu  be  veiy  proper. 
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111  I  liroiiic  dysentt-rv  there  frcqut  tilly  is 
no  indammatiou  at  ail ;  Uie  time  arrives 
when  there  is  a  mere  ^leet  of  the  lurlkoe, 
or  ihM  surface  is  merely  in  a  state  of  irrita- 
tion, and  in  that  condition  opium  nnd 
astringents  of  all  kinds  are  exceedingly 
serviceable;  Imtyoo  may  do  iaflnite  Btia« 
chief  unless  ynu  ascertain  bpf.»ri-  \tm  i^'ve 
aalriugents  that  there  is  no  intiamiualiun. 
Iftherebe  inflammmtion,  you  mast  tre^t 

it  accord i II uly,  hy  Ueclics,  t)li>ti  rs,  fonKMJ- 
tutions,  and  things  of  that  dcticription, 
and  you  must  take  care  to  see  that  the 
bowela  axe  xegulariy  opened  and  the  faeces 
discTip.r^tMl,  heranse  if  there  be  no  inflam- 
maiion  ut  ail,  and  the  faDces  are  not  dis- 
charged, and  yon  exhiUt  astringents,  you 
will  pri>duce  inflammation,  thouijli  tlien- 
was  none  at  lirst  But  in  the  chronic 
Ibrm  of  die  disease,  the  foMjes  am  at  lost 
discharged  pretty  « t  il,  and  no  purgjitives 
are  requirea  ;  sUll,  however,  the  character 
of  lUc  acute  disease  so  fur  remains  that 
there  are  bloody  and  mucoos  stools,  a  dki> 
sire  to  go  to  stool,  and  tene«!mu-. 

In  this  form  of  the  diseiuie  astringents 
may  be  given  safely,  and  may  be  either 
vrtr<  table  or  mineral ;  and  it  is  ht-st  to 
combine  them  with  iniium.  Br  the 
best  •strinaeats  iStat  I  know,  are  if  no  and 
catechu.  It  may  be  ri^t  not  to  give  the 
tinctures,  as  they  mav  excite  the  pulse  nnd 
irritate  the  patient;  \)ut  to  give  them  in  an 
infusion.  Opiam  is  very  much  required 
in  this  disinise,  to  prevent  ojipinc.  As  I 
before  said,  opium  is  oiten  very  safe  and 
mj  Qselbl  in  the  acute  form  of  the  dis- 
rn'-r,  provided  you  take  cnre  to  snhdnc  in- 
flammation and  keep  the  bowels  Q]>en ; 
but  in  the  chmnic  form  it  mar  be  given 
with  very  ^reat  sfUlsty,  provided  the  bowds 
be  rrtruiiirlv  open,  as  is  u^nally  the  case. 
A  good  mode  of  exhibitiug  the  opium  is  to 
give  pulfiseatediaeompositus:  it  will  not 
irritate  so  mnrh  n<:  opium  itself  will  do. 

YoQ  will  find  that  when  the  ordinaiy 
ftstrlagents  (catechu  and  kino)  fkil,  mine- 
ral a>>trini;eiits  will  frequently  curt-  the  »lis 
ease  j  and  that  which  I  have  been  mo<it  in 
the  habit  of  employ  ing,  and  with  very  great 
snooess,  is  the  sulphate  of  copper!  The 
way  in  which  I  became  acquainted  uith 
its  use  waii  from  hearing  a  gentleman  i>tate 
that  at  the  Medical  Society,  at  Guy's  Hoa. 
l>itrtl,  a  ease  had  been  reail  of  vioh-ut  di ro- 
ute diarrhcra,  which  yiehled  to  nothing  but 
copper.  I>r.  Sutton,  of  Oreenwich,  in. 
formed  meat  a  eonsultation  the  other  day, 
that  he  had  a  very  obstinate  ea.se,  and  ail 
astringents  having  (ailed,  it  occurred  to 
him  to  tiy  this,  and  he  did  so  with  very 
ipreat  success.  I  Imve  rfmvqnently  tjsed 
it^and  it  certainly  i»  one  of  the  best  where 
minml  artrigeots  are  required;  but  it  is 
■Mssswy  to  remember  that  you  should  not 


pive  it  on  an  empty  stomach,  becauw,  if 
it  come  in  contact  with  the  orgau,  it  will 
excite  vomiting.   It  should  not  be  given 

till  after  breakfast,  and  that  is  the  ca-sc 
with  malt  atTid  snhstances.  It  .stanHs  to 
rea.snn,  that  if  they  l>c  not  given  till  the 
patient  has  had  a  meal,  they  will  prmluoe 
le.ss  irritation  of  the  stomaeli  than  if  they 
come  in  direct  contact  with  it ;  which  they 
must  do  when  the  stsoMch  is  empty,  n 
is  riijht  to  ^ive  this  medicine  in  tin  f  iiin 
of  a  pill,  because  all  acrid  substances  act 
more  powerfully  if  they  be  III  ftttatoof  so- 
lotion.  If  it  be  given  in  a  piU,  it  c«>mes 
in  c<mtact  with  a  smnller  surface,  and  will 
therefore  produce  lcs^  irritation  tlioxi  if  it 
be  diffused.  It  Ls  genendly  rifcht  also  to 
give  it  with  opium,  hecanse,  nhhon-^h  it  is 
an  astringent,  yet  it  is  an  acrid  subtitance. 
Tt  has  two  pro])erties— the  one  astringent, 
the  either  acriraoniou> — and  therefore  it  is 
best  united  with  opium;  but  1  have  fre- 

auently  omitted  the  latter  and  eon  tinned 
i»  Ibrmer,  with  perfect  safety.  The 
smallest  dose  whieh  it  is  worth  whi!  ■  t.» 
eoihibit,  is  a  quarter  of  a  grain ;  and  you 
may  gradually  mcrca.se  this  to  three  graina 
Yon  may  ctmsider  this  the  larijest  do.se 
that  patients  will  ordinarily  bear ;  in  ikeU 
many  will  not  bear  more  than  a  graia  mm 
a  half.  It  produces  no  constitutional 
f  (Tect  :  i  have  known  a  jmtient  take  it  for 
three  yean*,  for  a  peculiar  kind  of  diar- 
ffama,  without  any  soclt  result.  1  new 
saw  such  a  eonstitutioiKil  <  fl-  r  •  uvi-r  from 
it  as  occurs  from  leail  or  urKenic,  or  any 
other  miuetal  sobslanee.   If  it  psoduoe 

sickness,  yon  will  find  it  of  t^reMt  use  to 
give  hydrocyanic  acid  with  it.  If  you  give 
nom  oue  to  four  drops  of  the  add,  accord. 
big  to  tile  necessity  of  the  case,  when  the 
copper  is  taken,  vein  will  find  that  patients 
will  bear  it  without  itiekness  and  without 
nausea,  though,  perhaps,  without  H  tbeio 
would  be  both.  By  a  steady  perseverance 
w^iLh  this,  or  vegetable  asilriagents  and 
opium,  taking  care  at  the  same  time  to 
have  the  tibdomen  well  ef»vered  with  flan- 
nel— making  the  patient  avoid  cold,  and 
all  sorts  of  ingesta  likely  to  irritate  the 
alimentary  canal,  and  at  the  same  time 
snppf»rtin:r  f'i**  «;trer!  ~von  will  effect  a 
cure  in  the  greater  uumiicr  of  ea.scs.  It  is 
a  rare  tiling  for  me  to  lose  a  ease  of  d  vsen. 
trrv :  I  do  not  know  how  lonif  it  is  since  I 
lost  one,  but  certainly  it  is  not  a  very 
common  complaint. 

In  the  chronic  form,  if  the  intestines  be 
ulcerated,  you  may  still  cure  tht  disease; 
for  it  is  only  when  them  is  a  very  great 
degree  of  ulceration  that  patients  die  from 
it.  Ulcerniion  of  !lif>  mtesiines  will  heal 
just  like  ulceration  ol  any  other  part ;  iwt 
of  course  you  will  msst  with  easss  whm 
medicine  can  do  no  good^where  the  in* 
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tc«itin«'s  art'  in  a  stiilt-  of  hy]Hrtroi>liy,  look 
tLA  if  the?  wt  rc  worm  catt  ii — vvlicrt;  the 
MMKBtenc  glands  arc  diseased,  and  frc. 
quently  p^rforatior  tjikrs-  place,  and  the 
patient  is  destroyed  piritonitis.  A  re. 
IMMdUtmioii  of  tncb  a  case  as  this  is  pre- 
vi  iiti'din  Dr.  Hail!"u''s  plates,  rn  d  nothing 
can  be  expected  to  do  any  good  in  it  A 
surgeon  ivould  not  be  expected  to  cure  a 
kg  or  an  arat  in.  such  a  state  as  that  If 
the  pntit  nt  may  sink  from  such  a  disease 
of  a  part  so  uneaseatial  to  life  as  an  ex- 
tiomity,  modi  mora  may  he  do  so  in  the 
cA^c  of  the  iiitf  »:liTi!  <;  Some  prrsons  in 
this  aflectionrecocnmendothersubsiances — 
such  as  nitric  add  and  mnriatie  acid, 
united  with  opimn  and  astringents ;  but, 
a  priori,  yon  wotdd  expect  that  ^nch  medi- 
cines wouifi  uiily  cause  irritation.  How- 
ever,  there  is  testimony  in  favour  of  mtn1> 
atic  acid  combined  with  oj>ium,  and  some 
say  nitrous  acid.  1  have  never  giren  acids 
ill  the  dlaeaae  t  I  haw  known  them,  when 
taken  in  other  diseases,  produee  a  piiich- 
injf  in  the  bowels,  and  therefore  I  Imve 
never  ventured  to  give  them  to  a  patient 
Iidwarlttg  under  this  aflection. 

Yoii  will  find  it  very  necemnnr  to  alle- 
viate  one  a;vmptom,  and  that  is  the  tenei> 
nni«.  If  were  be  any  tenderness  about 
Jlic  abdomen  at  lan(e,  leeches  •;]vm1f!  be 
applied  to  the  anus  as  well  as  to  the  front 
of  the  abdomen;  beoiuse  tenesmus  xoMf 
•llae  ftom  an  inflammatory  state.  When, 
however,  it  does  not  arise  from  an  inflam* 
matory  sts^e,  but  rather  from  irritation 
thaB  any  thing  else,  opium  is  very  omAiI. 
Tt  is  hcvr  tn  ir\xp  it  ill  the  form  of  tincture, 
in  a  very  small  (quantity  of  floid.  About 
lb«r  ouneee  of  Hind  ie  toe  ntmoet  Aat  can 
be  given,  because  you  wish  it  to  be  retained, 
ana  not  tn  be  rejected.  Bulk  will  irritate 
as  weii  as  acrimony,  and,  therefore,  when 
you  are  giving  it  to  lessen  the  pain  and 
tenesmus,  ns  small  a  tjuantitv  n.s  pos«i>»!c 
should  be  employed.  About  iorty  or  fifty 
dn>|M  of  laoMnnm,  given  in  atitOe  ttaidi, 

is  one  of  the  bt^t  injretion'i  of  the  Idiul. 
Hit  James  M*G rigor  says,  that,  in  tlie 
Peninsula,  he  found  great  relief  from  in- 
jections of  at^tate  of  lead ;  so  that  vre 
might  put  Inuflfinum  into  a  solution  of  the 
acetate  ol  leiui :  1  presume  one  or  two 
gNins  of  the  lattw  would  be  enough.  Wo 
know  that  lead  has  a  sooth  in??  cfT'ct  on  a 
raw  surface,  or  on  a  mucouH  surface  in 
goDcnlf  and  tberefbre  we  can  eoneeivo 
that  this  would  be  a  proin-r  medicine. 

As  to  mercury,  in  the  chronic  form  of 
the  disease  1  have  never  given  it :  I  have 
afcerays  been  able  to  cure  the  affection,  as 
we  5«ee  it  in  thiseountrv,  withotit  it;  and 
Sir  Jamen  M'Grigor  sayii,  tluit  in  the  Pe- 
niMala  it  was  worse  than  nselesr— 'it  wat 
■heeiateiy  iiqiiito«%  nnleii  tho  liver  wta 


dise&^d  at  the  same  time.  T  have  repeat- 
edly watched  the  motions  in  this  dLttcasc; 
in  scores  and  score.s  of  oases  they  watu 
quite  white,  and  v  hite  for  n  Tnonlh  or  two, 
more  like  paste  than  uny  thing  else^  and, 
without  giving  any  mcrcur}',  f  haro  eodU 
denly  seen  bile  in  tlum.  Tlie  intestines 
are  restored  to  their  function,  the  health 
is  improved,  tiie  liver  begins  to  do  its  duty 
properly,  and,  without  exhibitinir  mer. 
cury,  you  will  see  the  hile  return,  st^me- 
times  gradually  and  somtliuieii  suddenly. 
When  vou  ooneider  that  mereuiy  rendan 
the  hofly  mure  susceptible  of  cold,  and 
that  your  object  is  to  soothe  the  patient,  I 
wonld  not  recommend  it  to  be  given  in  the 
chronic  form  at  the  dismse. 

I  brlieve  I  mentioned  the  necessity,  in 
the  chronic  form  of  the  disease,  of  wtll 
bandaging  the  patient's  abdomen;  and 
some  persons,  instead  of  eniployinj^  flan, 
nel,  prefer  straps  of  adhesive  piaister  all 
over  the  loint.  This  luiybt  m  applied 
Hist,  and  btadaget  over  it. 


ON 

FACIAL  PALSY  amd  ANAESTHESIA, 
vaona 

leefurs  lalely  given  attht  MUdlmx  Hiatal, 
Br  Db.  Watson. 


Gentlkmbn, — During  the  last  few  months 
instances  of  disease,  affecting  one  or  bt>th 
Off  the  two  ptimtfy  fractions  of  variooa 
parts  of  xhr  m-rrous  sy^tf m,  have  been  un- 
usually numerous  in  our  wards ;  tbefune- 
tiom,  I  mean,  of  cutaneous  sensation,  and 
of  motion  in  the  voluntary  muscles.  To 
tlip  student  who  witnesses  such  coses,  the 
uistructiou  ihcv  convey  should  increase  in 
proportion  to  their  number,  which  fldmlta 
of  their  hi  incT  rollrctrtl  in»o  oftn^  ijencral 
view,  compared  one  wiiii  auuthcr,  and  es. 
timated  in  relation  to  various  cirsiim. 
stances,  sonti  (  ommon  to  all  such  disea,ses^ 
others  occa&ionttl  only,  and  giving  to  the 
case  in  which  they  occur  Ite  peeulinr  dia. 
racter  and  chief  importance.  All  diseases 
of  this  kind,  whatever  be  their  dejfn'e  or 
extent,  are  distreautful  and  alarming  to  the 
patient*  Some  of  them  indeed  are,  in 
reality,  merely  inennn  nient  or  disfiguring  ; 
many,  however,  have  a  more  serious  im- 
port,  and  bespeak  •  eondition  of  extreme 
danger  to  the  sufferer;  others,  a^'ain,  inde- 
pentlantly  of  their  relation  to  the  probabUl 
continuatice  of  life,  are  especially  calctt> 
lated  to  elucidalt  MSie  of  the  moet  enitouB 
and  jatiwetiBg  ipoe«l»tioiw  of  modera 
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physiology.  I  propose,  therefore,  to  take 
•  •noiniaiy  view  of  these  caiM  in  the  pre- 
sent lecture,  recall? tv^^  to  your  rccnlle<'tion 
their  principal  puiuts,  going  into  detail 
with  respect  to  a  few,  and  tracing  the  oiit> 
line  only  of  others,  where  a  fuller  account 
MTOuld  be  mere  repetition,  or  irxelatire  to 
iDjr  immediate  purpose. 

The  abolition  or  diminution  of  the 
power  <»r  viiluntiin*  motion,  and  the  aboli- 
tion or  dimiDution  of  the  faculty  of  sensa- 
tion, often  occur  together;  and,  accord- 

iniily,  Ijoth  of  tht:«e  niorhifl  states  nsed  to 
be  expressed,  and  are  still  frequently  ex- 
pressed,  by  the  same  general  terra,  "  pa- 
ralysis."  But  cadi  wmj  exist  without  the 
other;  and  it  is  more  convenient.  «'spe 
cialiy  since  the  discovery  that  the  two  luoc- 
tions  in  questim  belong  to  distinct  por- 
tiop'^  fif  the  ncrvons  s\sTrm,  that  different 
term2>  shouid  be  employed  to  signify  their 
diseased  conditions.  Wbenerer,  therefore^ 
to  avoid  circumlocution,  I  use  the  word 
paral}t»is,  or  the  English  derivative  paUti, 
you  will  un(len«tajid  that  I  intend  a  loss  of 
power  over  some  of  tlie  voluntary  mnseles; 
and  wh<'ii  T  wish  to  rxprf"<;<;  lo^-v-  nf  sensa- 
tion, you  mu^it  not  think  me  pedantic  if  I 
call  it  MMhttia.  We  have  no  English 
word  for  this  affection.  AumWu  comes 
the  nearest  to  it,  but  it  is  nrrt  exact,  or,  at 
be.st,  it  iiigmiit>8  a  degne  only  of  anaes- 
thesia. 

ThfT^'  nrr  certain  voluntary  mnsele*:,  or 
sets  ot  niuseles,  of  which  (I  lay)  the  ^alay 
is,  sometimes  at  least,  a  mere  inconve- 
nience or  deformity.  We  see  this  in  some 
instances  of  paralysis  of  the  face,  of  which 
I  shall  say  more  presently;  and  in  the  case 
(and  of  this  kind  also  we  have  had  several 
examples  h^fore  us  of  late)  of  j>aKy  «>f  the 
extensor  muscles  uf  the  wri&ts,  produced 
^  Hie  poison  of  lead.  On  the  other  bund, 
instant  and  inevitnblr  ili  :it1i  the  i  ffeet  <if 
the  palsy  of  certain  uUier  sets  of  muscles; 
those  concerned  in  the  aots  of  respiration, 
for  example.  These  muscles  are  para- 
Ivzed  at  oner  bv  the  division  of  the  npinal 
marrow  high  u|>  in  the  neck,  and  the  con- 
sequence to  immediate  8ofro<  ntioii.  Of 

Of>nr»=e  the  s^me  rvrnt  would  follow  ^nerti/ 
pal^y— a  loss  ot  jM>wcr  over  all  the  volun- 
tary mufldes;  so  that  every  case  of  palsy, 
of  uiffitifnt  dnration  to  submit  itself  to 
medical  treatment,  rau^t  be  partial — must 
be  confined  to  certain  muscles,  or  sets  of 
muscles,  only.  HsBce  we  maj  conve- 
niently classify  some  of  these  complaints 
according  to  tlie  muscles  that  are  involved 
— aecoidiug,  i. to  the  vislUb  eflfects  of 
the  interrM»'f it'Tj  nf  the  TMTrf^ii«.  funetiMn  , 
and  then  endeavour  to  trace  the  disease  to 
its  source  in  some  part  of  die  nerve  itodf 
supplying  those  museles,  or  of  the  brain  or 
spinal  cord  wiUi  which  it  cummoaieates. 


Now  there  is  a  very  remarkable  set  of 
cases  in  which  the  muscles  of  one  side  of 
the  face  are  exclusively  the  Mihj»-ct  of 
paUy.  The  appearance  presenicd  by  a  pa- 
tient under  these  drcttmstanoes  is  peculmr, 
and  TV  striking.  From  one  liulf  of  the 
countiinance  all  power  of  expression  is 
gone;  the  features  atv  blank,  motionless, 
and  unmeaning.  The  other  half  memi* 
while  rct.iins  its  natural  cast,  except  th«^ 
in  some  cases,  the  angle  of  the  mouth  <m 
that  side  seems  dmwn  somewhat  awiy. 
This  is  apt  to  he  roistaki  n  for  j.rrmf  uf  9, 
spasmodic  condition  of  tliat  part ;  but  it 
it  owing  simply  to  the  want  of  tlie  usual 
balance  or  counterpoise  from  the  cone- 
spondinpr  muscular  fibres  of  the  palsied 
side.  The  patient  cannot  laugh,  or  weep, 
or  firown,  or  express  any  feeling  or  emo> 
tion  ^-ith  one  side  of  his  farr,  whilst  the 
features  of  the  other  may  be  ju  foil  plav : 
and  from  this  incongruity  his  a<(pect  wwud 
be  ludicrous,  if  it  were  not  so  seriously 
distressing.  Indeed,  we  find  that  with 
periRons  who  do  not  comprehend  the  possi- 
ble extent  of  the  misfortune  thsy  are  eosi* 
templatin-.  the  strange  appearance  of 
such  a  patient  is  always  a  subject  of  mer- 
riment ;  on  the  other  band,  bis  Mends aatd 
relations  imaji^ine  he  bos  had  a  fit,  and  arc 
in  great  alarm  for  his  life.  In  the  majo. 
rity  of  these  cases  there  is  not,  however, 
any  real  dan^  of  that  kind  to  l>c  appre- 
hended— a  circumstance  whieh,  of  itself, 
would  render  the  exact  diagnosis  ol  the 
oomplaint  peculiarly  interesting.  There 
is  now,  in  HirdN  ward,  under  Mr  ]\ffiyo'.s 
(^re,  a  patient  in  whom  you  mav  examine 
for  yourselves  the  elbeta  of  tms  singular 
malady  upon  the  movements  and  character 
of  the  countenance.  This  woman  fell— T 
believe  she  tint  w  herself — from  a  window 
into  the  street,  and,  lighting  npon  her 
head,  fractured  both  the  ryti^nma  and  the 
jaw- bone  of  the  right  sidej  and  another 
consequence  of  tbe  injnry  Ihui  iieen  the  ])a 
ralysis  < if  which  T  am  speaking.  Dutyou 
may  perhaps  suppose  tliat,  in  this  instance, 
the  muscles  themselves  have  been  so  mucii 
bruised  and  hurt,  as  to  be  for  that  reason 
inrnj>nhk-  of  con  t  met  ion.  I  ^viU  therefore 
take  a  simpler  ca-Hc,  uncompiieated  with 
any  outward  injury,  in  illustration  of  tba 
phrnn;nt  Tin  which  such  paralysis  occasions. 

A  housemaid,  Jane  Smith  by  name, 
years  old,  presented  herself  here  aa  an  oat- 
paiiint,  \Nitli  the  following  symptoms. 
She  had  lost  all  power  of  moving  the  riq-ht 
side  of  her  face.  Wiieu  she  endeavoured 
to  raise  her  eye  brows^  tberigbtsideof  tbe 
forchenfl  n  muined  smooth,  and  ihp.  K  ft 
was  wrinkled.  When  Nhe  attempted  to 
doee  her  eyes,  the  right  eye  Wat  but  pari 
tiall  v  covered,  the  eyeball  rolling  upwards, 
aodoarryiog  the  comen  within  uwfiDlBim 
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of  the  upper  lid,  which  descended  «  little 

to  meet  it.  When  she  smiltd,  the  rii^ht 
side  of  t)i»*  fjH  c  rcmairu*!  iin?noveable,  and 
it  wore  at  ali  iimca  a  blank  and  cxprcs- 
sionlctt  character.  Wlu>n  she  wan  told  to 
perform  the  action  nC  li!,u\  inij:,  the  right 
cbeek  was  puffed  oui  hke  a  loose  bag,  and 
the  breath  iasaed,  whether  fthe  would  or 
no,  at  the  ri^'lit  aut;Io  of  lu-r  niMiiTh.  The 
vainc  thing  happened  with  her  food  and 
drink:  she  couid  not  prevent  their  escap- 
ing at  the  ri^t  cwner  of  her  mouth,  nor 
could  she  conrev  morsel"?  of  food  from  the 
right  to  the  left  check  without  the  aid  of 
buid  applied  extemaUj  in  support  of 
the  jiaralysed  cheek.  The  masseter  and 
temporal  muscles  acted,  however,  as 
slronfflj  on  the  one  side  as  on  the  other; 
•ad  toe  sensation  of  the  |Mdsied  parts  re. 
mained  perfect.  There  was  no  paralysis 
of  any  other  yt&vt  i>f  the  body. 

All  these  phenomena  are  invariably  met 
w  ith  in  all  f  asfs  of  this  kind.  Whilst  tliey 
are  fresh  in  uui  recollection,  let  us  oon< 
trast  them  with  those  presented  by  another 
of  our  patients,  Ann  Church,  wlio  lies  in 
King's  ward.  The  symjitonis  lor  which 
this  woman  souf^ht  admission  into  the 
hospital  wore  intense  pain,  with  .some 
swellinic:,  of  tilt  right  temple,  and  extend- 
ing generally  over  the  right  side  of  the 
face  and  head.  Vt  was  soon  discovered, 
however,  that  althnuL^]]  slie  eomplained  of 
most  severe  pain  in  these  parts,  they  had 
entirely  lost  their  ordinary  senslbllitv  to 
external  impressions.  She  felt  nouiing 
wh(  n  her  forehead,  or  (lue]<,  or  nose,  or 
chin,  was  touched  ou  that  side.  In  short, 
there  was  complete  anesthesia  of  the  right 
half  of  the  fac  r.  tin  ii:  .  ir  il  i'ity  being 
fcry  eswctly  limited  to  the  right  half,  and 
terminating  abruptly  at  the  mesial  line. 
It  was  remarkably  evident  in  a  part  with 
respect  to  w!ti(  h  ^.ve  rmild  not  be  deceived, 
even  if  there  liad  been  any  n  asou  (which 
there  was  not)  for  sntpectimr  the  tmth  of 
the  patient's  statement.  Tfu  M-rface  of 
the  eye-ball  is  proverbially  .scumi live,  espe- 
cially to  slight  imprciisions.  But  you  might 
place  your  fing<  r  n|)<m  this  woman's  riijlit 
eye,  or  you  might  brush  it  with  a  featlier, 
without  giving  her  the  smallest  pain,  or 
producing  any  sensation  at  all ;  whereas, 
on  the  left  side,  the  lightest  tou(  h  can«:ed 
involuntary  jshrinking,  aiid  el<»surc  of  the 
eyelids,  and  iaohrymation.  She  declared 
als4^  thj\t  >he  had  no  feeling  in  the  rii^ln 
half  of  her  moutii ;  she  neither  tasted  sapid 
substances,  nor  was  at  all  oonsdons,  from 
any  sensation  produced  bv  them,  that  they 
were  placed  then  .  Hi  r  lips  on  the  ftnue 
side  were  e4uaily  de<.uiute  of  sensibility; 
so  that  when  she  drank,  havinif  no  percep- 
tion of  tlx*  rontart  of  rhr  enp  with  her 
lips  beyttnd  their  muldie  |H»iul|  she  felt  as 


if  she  were  drinking  fVom  a  broken  ves-sel. 
Tin  s  is  a  circumstunee  which  all  persons 
who  H!-'  tlm-*  r  ted  are  mnch  struck 
with,  uud  ii  almost  always  forms  a  part  of 
their  voluntary  historj*. 

He  ides  tills  default  of  sensibility,  the 
power  of  contracting  the  maascler  and 
temporal  mascles  was  entirely  abolished. 
You  will  reeidlect  that  it  remained  perfect 
in  the  former  case.  You  may  deceive 
yourselves  on  this  point  if  you  do  not  exa 
mine  it  carefully,  and  with  certain  prscaQ- 
tions.  At  least  T  have  known  persons 
doubt,  because,  having  desired  the  patient 
to  open  and  shnt  his  month,  they  hame 
confoundid  the  movement  of  the  whole 
jaw  with  the  action  of  the  mas.seter  mus- 
de.  But  if  you  direct  the  patient  to  close 
the  mouth,  and  tlien  to  perform  the  actton 
of  grinding  his  teeth,  placing  your  ^n-/  rs 
at  the  same  time  on  the  correspon«luig 
muscles  on  each  side,  the  difference,  when 
it  exists,  will  be  very  striking.  In  this 
woman,  no  swelling  of  the  masseter  or 
temporal  mnscle  on  the  alfeeted  tide,  took 
^)lacc  when  she  forcibly  closed  her  jaws. 
There  was  no  other  paralysis.  Some  diffi- 
culty in  til 'J  movements  of  the  lace  on  that 
side  existed,  it  is  true,  on  her  admission  $ 
but  this  dpTu  rid',  d  wholly  upon  the  swollen 
state  ot  her  c  ticck  and  jaw,  and  disappear- 
ed as  the  swellinpf  suhaidecL  AtaUtimea 
she  was  able  to  depress,  or  draw  hack- 
wards^  the  angle  of  the  mouth  on  that 
side. 

Now  the  morbid  conditions,  of  whidl 
the  two  cases  just  described  are  samples, 
illustrate,  in  a  very  beautiful  manner,  the 
modern  doctrine  respecting  the  siieeiid 
uses  of  particular  nerves.  In  the  former 
of  the  two  cases,  the  palsy  resulted  from 
an  interruption  of  the  raneaon  of  the  bard 
jiortion  of  the  seventh  pair  of  e«Tebnil 
nerves ;  and  the  aiupsthesia,  in  the  latter 
c'a!>e,  di'|>eucled  upon  an  interruption  ut  the 
function  of  the  fifth  pair.  You  know  that 
experiincnt>-  ycrrormcd  iipon  lining  ani 
mals  have  piiAtd  timt  the  division  of  the 
portio  dura,  before  it  spreads  out  into  that 
remarkable  nervous  m  t  work  on  the  side 
of  the  face,  paralyzes  ali  tlie  muscles,  the 
combined  play  of  whieh  gives  variety  and 
signiiieance  to  the  countenance;  and  that, 
on  the  other  hand,  t!ie  division  of  the  fiftli 
nerve  deprives  the  same  parts  of  their  sen* 
sibility.  In  these  two  cases,  and  in  snch 
as  these — for  they  are  by  no  means  unfre- 

aueut— a  similar  set  of  experiments  upon 
tie  same  nerrcs  in  the  humutn  body  is  per: 
formed  before  our  eyes  by  the  agency  of 
disease  or  accident ;  and  the  result  justifies 
most  completely  those  conclusions  which 
had  been  deduced,  in  the  first  instancy 
from  eoiitrived  obserraltoos  made  upott 
the  lower  animals. 
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I  fee!  a  pwnlinr  satisfactinn— as  a  col- 
league  of  that  distinguished  Phy»ioloKist 
by  whose  genias  ud  sagacity  the  modem 
thf^orv-  (i)f  the  nen'es  was  fir^t  nnfolded — in 
pointing;  out  to  you,  in  this  place,  these 
strikinor  coofirmatioits  of  its  truth  aiid  use- 
fulnt'-^ 

There  is  one  point  in  the  history  of  these 
cases  upon  which  I  must  dwell  a  moment 

]ong;er,  for  it  appears  to  me  extremely  in 
terc stit^tf.  That  the  condition  of  the  mas. 
fteter  aud  temporal  muscles  should  bo  re- 
fened  in  two  patients  «o  oppositely  sitn. 
atrd,  was  no  more  than  mii^ht  have  been 
expected ;  but,  in  each,  these  mmicles  were 
aimed  in  a  manner  the  very  contrary  of 
that  which  i^ir  jfcneral  circum-tancfs  of 
the  case  would,  avruri,  bare  prepared  us 
to  anticipate.  Where  the  snp«rficial  mns- 
t'K'.s  wore  pamlvzed,  and  the  principal 
movements  of  l)ie  fact?  suspended,  there 
the  masseter  and  temporal  muscles  were  in 
fall  action ;  and  where  the  Ices  of  sensati  on 
w;^«!  ihr  j»r*>Tii!tvnT  phfMvnjiciion,  find  the 
ordinary  motion  uad  exprcsstion  of  the 
countenance  remained,  there  these  muscles 
were  in  a  stntc  of  comph  tr  pn1-v 

A  few  years  ago,  this  difference  and  ap- 
parent inconsistency  would  hare  heen  quite 
mexplicable.  The  progress  of  modem 
science  ha^  removi  d  the  difficulty,  by  e^ta 
blishing  a  geueial  ugrecmtnt  between  the 
ftinctions  of  different  nerves,  and  certain 
nT>sf  n  e<l  pcculiaritirs  in  their  anatomical 
rtiationg  and  arrangements. 

Snflerme  to  remind  yon  (for  I  am  aware 
that  these  things  are  now  taught  in  all  nnr 
schools  of  physiology)  that  the  ucrves 
which  proceed  from  the  spinal  colnmn  on 
each  side»  are  connected  « ith  it  by  two 
fasciculi  of  nervous  hbrils — two  roots,  as 
they  are  called— of  unequal  size;  that 
when  the  larger  of  these,  which  is  situ- 
ated posteriorly  and  is  rnrnished  with  a 
ganglion,  is  divided  in  a  living  animal,  the 
parts  to  which  the  nerve  b  distributed  lose 
the  faculty  of  sensation,  while  tl;-  ] wer 
of  voluntary  motion  remain*  unimpaired; 
that  when  the  smaller  and  anterior,  which 
has  no  ganglion,  is  alone  cut,  the  same 
parts  are  i»>«tantiy  paralysed,  but  retain 
their  sensibility. 

Now  the  fihh  pair  of  cerebral  nerves 
was  obs<  n «  1  ti»  have  a  similar  origin — to 
hp  compo^d,  that  is  to  say,  of  two  fasciculi 
or  roots,  one  larger  than  the  other,  and  in- 
vested with  a  ganglion  ;  the  other  smaller, 
and  having  no  '^ant(linn.  It  was  naturaliy 
inferred  that  the  luuctions  of  these  roots 
would  be  analogous  to  tho'^c  of  tbecor* 
re5pondini;  jmrtions  of  the  spinal  n^Tves — 
that  the  ganglionic  fasciculus  would  relate 
to  eensatlon,and  the  other  to  moti«n-Hmd 
hiich  is  fonnd  tn  be  the  case;  and  the  ar- 
raogemeut  here  is  really  very  curious. 
The  imaller  portion  of  the  finh  nerve  is 
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exclusively  expended  upon  a  very  few 
mnsclcs— viz.  the  masseter,  the  temporal, 
the  two  j)terygoid  muscles,  the  circum. 
flpxn«;  palati,  and  the  tensor  tympani. 
Thi-  aetion  of  the  two  first  of  these  is  ob- 
vious  to  common  observation,  and  there* 
fi)ri  tht  ir  e(»ndition  is  noticed  in  the  pa- 
tients whose  cases  I  have  related.  Again : 
these  very  same  muscles  hare  been  shewn, 
bv  careful  dissection,  to  receive  no  nervous 
branches  from  the  seventh  nerve,  which 
ramifies  so  abundantly  upon  the  super- 
ficial muscles  of  the  face. 

Tt  was  to  be  expected,  therefore,  that  nnv 
afiectioa  confined  to  the  portio  dura  of  the 
seventh  nerve,  would  leave  these  mnscles 
(the  temporal  mi  l  the  mas<5cter)  in  actiim; 
and  that  diseoM;  involving  the  fifth  nerve, 
but  leaving  the  seventh  unaffected,  would 
destroy,  not  only  the  general  sensibility  of 
the  face  on  that  lide,  but  also  the  power  of 
contraction  in  these  partiiular  muscles; 
and  you  perceive  bow  beautifully  this  Is 
exemplified  in  onr  patients.  Smith  liat! 
total  palsy  of  the  superficial  muscles,  but 
sensation,  and  the  aetion  of  the  deener- 
seatrd  muscles,  continued  perfect;  %%hile 
in  Church,  there  was  default  of  sensibility 
and  paralysis  of  the  temporal  and  masseter 
rausclr's,  but  the  movements  of  the  super- 
ficial muscles  were  unimpedtd. 

L^trj-  interruption  of  the  function  of 
the  poctio  dura  will  paruly/e  these  super- 
ficial muscles  of  tlie  Hue ;  arid  such  inter 
rupticm  may  be  occasioned  either  by  sudden 
injury  done  to  the  Jrunk  of  the  nerve,  or 
by  <liseu.se  afTt  Ctiiic;  itsjirojx  r  strnettJre,  or 
by  ]iressure,  the  consequence  of  disease 
in  the  parts  contiguous  to  it:  and  itisira* 
portant  to  observe  Uiat  the  morbid  con- 
dition which  causes  the  interruption  may 
he  situated  in  any  part  of  the  course  of 
the  trunk  of  the  nerve:  while  it  is  yet 
within  the  cranium  ;  nr  thiri  g  its  passai^e 
through  the  petrous  portion  of  the  tempo- 
ral bone;  or  after  it  emerges  upon  the 
face  through  the  stylomastoid  foramen, 
to  be  ultimately  spread  in  meshes  over  the 
face,  and  temple.  The  nerve  is  often  com- 
pressed  wllile  still  within  the  skull ;  but 
in  mi^  cases  of  this  kind,  other  portions 
also  of  the  nervous  matter  are  involved  in 
the  mischief,  and  rtther  sets  of  involuntary 
musrlt  s  tcstifv  this  bv  their  immobility  <»r 
their  irregular  action.  When  the  facial  mus- 
cles alone  are  paralyzed,  it  happens,  in  a 
great  majority  of  instances,  that  the  ner- 
vou'«  function  is  intcrnipted  eitlicr  in  that 
portion  of  tlie  nerve  wliich  lie**  incased  in 
the  bone,  or  in  the  moro  exposed  part 
which  issues  in  fn>nt  nf  the  car  and 
hence  it  is  that  this  particular  lonn  <d' 
palsy  is,  in  gemnd^  unattended  with  any 

danijer  t<t  life. 

'I'he  proximate  cause  of  lliis  remarkable 
species  of  palsy,  and  the  true  explanation 

20 


Digitized  by  Google 


d6el         l>a.  WATSON  O.N  FACIAL  PALSY  AND  AN^iH£SIA. 


of  ite  ]M«vailinff  immunitj  from  danger, 

were  first  pni!ite<1  out  by  Sir  Charles  Bell } 
but  both  the  existence  of  the  malady,  as  a 
distinct  fonn  of  disease,  and  its  eompanu 
live  harmle«sne«s  of  character,  had  been 
observed  and  described  sftrae  ^ears  previ- 
ously,  althont^h  the  reason,  neither  of  the 
one  nor  ttf  the  other,  was  at  that  time 
known.  Dr.  Powtll  lias  nnfatcd,  in  the 
fifth  volume  of  the  Traubactiuns  of  the 
College  of  Physicians  three  well-marked 
ir'tniw  ( «,  of  this  form  of  partial  palsy,  and 
has  noticed,  at  the  .same  time,  its  apparent 
Independanee  of  any  apoplectic  tendency, 
or  cerebral  disease. 

The  excitini?  causes  of  this  complaint 
are  many  and  varidus.  Sometimes  it  is 
the  consequence  of  mechanical  vinlenoe, 
hy  which  it  h  plain  that  the  nerve  has  been 
lacerated,  or  otherwise  injured.  birCharl^ 
Bell,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  nil  oar 
ustTuI  knowledge  on  the  subject,  mentiMNis 
several  examples  of  this  kind.  In  one,  n 
man  wis  shot  by  a  pistol-ball,  which  en. 
lend  the  rar  and  tore  the  portio  dura 
arrosH  nt  its  root ;  in  another,  the  patient 
was  gored  by  an  ox — the  horn  of  the  ani- 
mal entemd  beneath  the  angle  of  the  jaw 
nrid  eame  out  in  front  of  the  enr,  tearing 
Uie  nerve  across ;  in  a  third,  the  nerve  was 
was  divided  by  the  sealpel,  in  an  operation 
for  Thr  removal  of  a  tumor  \Thich  lay  above 
and  around  its  course,  lu  ail  the«e  cases 
tiie  injnry  was  external  and  obvious.  In 
a  fourth,  the  pnlsy  followed  a  blow  on  the 
ear,  which  c«u<od  haemorrhage  fhmi  rbat 
part:  here,  probably,  the  ncrrc  was  luirt 
in  itf  passage  thiongh  the  bone.  Some 
time  ngn,  a  man  wa<5  bronjfhl  into  the  hos- 
pital who  had  fallen  from  a  height  Qp<Kk 
fiis  head  t  the  mnsdes  of  the  left  side  of 
the  fa(  e  were  paralyzed.  He  died  in  a  few 
days,  and  examination  of  the  head  fshewcl 
a  Iraeture  of  the  base  of  tlie  &kull,  parsing 
thiOQgh  the  petrons  portion  of  the  le^ 
temporal  bone,  and  renaing  the se?enth  pair 
of  nerves  at  its  entrance  into  the  meatusiuu- 
ditorina  intemns.  Some  of  yon  will  reeol> 
lect  one  nf  THY  patients  (Riihard  Hills), 
who  was  in  Pepy's  Ward  about  this  time 
last  year:  In  htm  the  same  kind  of  para- 
lysis  seemed  to  have  been  ocoasioned  by  a 
mere  shock,  or  jar.  He  was  a  cooehman ; 
and  one  day,  when  he  was  off  his  box,  Itis 
horses  started  awnv,  and  be  ran  to  thetr 
heads  tn  stop  thcm,^>iit  was  thniwn  dow  n 
in  the  attempt  striking  bis  right  hip  and 
elbow.  He  received  no  blow  on  the  head 
nt  nl!  Tliroe  hours  aftcrward-s,  hv  found 
that  he  couid  n<)t  spit  properly — that  he 
could  not  avoid  spitting  on  his  clothes  on  one 
•lde,aadthntheeonld  not  whistle.  Another 
circiimstanc*  wnrthv  of  notice  took  plnre 
in  this  man;  which  often,  though  not  aU 
w:iv<,  htppena  in  dieMcaeee,  and  which 
1  aid  not  mention  belbie.  He  mnalned 


for  about  two  months  in  the  hoe|iilid,aad 

regained  durini;  that  time,  in  some  d*  i^^rtx*, 
the  power  of  exercising  the  afiected  mus- 
des;  bnt  he  ttOI  was  nnaMe  to dnae Hie 
rii?bt  eyelids.  TTie  eye  it  self  was  un- 
harmed. After  he  was  made  out  patit^nt, 
lie  resumed  his  functions  on  the  coach- Ln>x, 
and  hit  eye,  permanently  half  open,  was 
more  expo^cfj  mM  and  currents  of  wind 
than  it  liad  been  wiiile  he  was  here.  More- 
over, he  got  drank ;  and  he  toon  ramnitid 
himself  airain,  with  universal  rednem nd 
inflanmiatiou  of  the  oonitinetiva.  Yon  may 
see  the  «me  eflSect  of  the  inability  to  eloiw 
the  eyelids  in  Mr.  Mayo's  patient,  now  in 
the  house.  Sometimes  the  inflammation 
produces  opacity  of  the  cornea  and  a  total 
lOM  of  ritton.  This  is  one  of  the  moMt 
consequences  f  f  the  palsy;  it  is,  howrver, 
only  an  occasional  consequence,  and  it 
wiU  ocenr  or  not,  aoooRiing  to  the  qnno- 
tity  of  motion  whit  h  remains  tn  the  e  ve- 
lids — the  degree  of  exposure  to  tJieordi. 
nary  causes  of  inflammntkm— and  0X  may 
be)  the  pecnliar  inaeepdhili^  of  Hat  pft. 
tient. 

Sometimes  the  palsy  dcpend.s  up<m 
manifest  external  r/(»etue;  sometimes  apon 
disease  wlueh  i<  liidden.and  probably  in- 
ternal} in  the  t>ony  canal.  Sir  Chariee 
Bell  describes  an  instanee  in  which  it  ae. 
c<»uipanied  eynanehe  parotideu.  Dr. 
Maiden,  of  VV  orcester,  witnessed  another, 
in  which  afixed,  hard,  indolent  tumor,  had 
formed  between  the  ramaa  of  the  lower 
jaw  nnd  the  mastoid  prwess  of  tbp  tern- 
pomi  bone :  as  this  tumor  graduaiiy  sub- 
sided  the  pelsv  disappeared.  In  each  of 
Dr.  Powell's  three  ca.ses.  the  nfl"eetion  was 
apparently  caused  by  exposure  of  the  sido 
or  the  head,  for  some  time,  to  a  stream  af 
cold  air.  Tlje  same  eauseojKTutfd  upon  a 
Scotch  physician,  as  he  was  travelling  to 
London  by  a  coach,  and  sent  him,  in  great 
alana,  to  Sir  Charles  Bell.  Three  yeata 
ago,  a  marked  example  of  facial  pal.sy  pre- 
sented itself  in  one  of  my  patients,  in 
whom  it  appeared  to  be  owing  to  hie  bav. 
inprbecn  constantly  in  thr  ^irrr-u  for  some 
daysy  in  a  very  miserable  condition,  with- 
ont  show  or  stockings,  during  a  eoM 
thaw.  It  may  be  nresnmed,  that  in  these 
instances  '^omc  swcflins?  w  a.s  j»roducedin  the 
soft  parts  around  the  nerve,  compressing 
it  where  it  lit  s  within  the  unyielding  bono. 
Cases  of  this  kind  are  more  olMMrlirnt  to 
treatment  than  most  others.  There  are 
•till  other  cams  in  which  we  fhil  to  dlieo- 
vi  r  any  direct  explanation  of  the  paralysis, 
either  in  the  history  of  the  patient  or  tn 
his  physical  condition.  In  Jane  Smith, 
whMe  symptoms  I  stated  ia  detail,  as  an 
example  r>f  the  appearances  uniformly  pre- 
sent, the  nittlailv  came  on  without  any  ob. 
vious  cause,  awf  has  leairted  all  them— i 
employed  for  its  rsmoraL 


Digitized  by  Google 


DB«  WATSON  ON  FACIAL  PALSY  AND  AN ASTHESU* 


That  the  greater  nnpuber  of  cases  of  this 
kind  are  free  from  serious  peril,  is  a  fact 
of  great  practical  importance.  It  enables 
us  to  quiet  the  alarm  of  the  patient  and 
his  IHends,  and  fCgttktas,  in  many  in- 
stances, the  treatment — rendering  it  less 
rigorous  than  it  might  and  should  be  if 
me  palsy  w«re  lealJy  the  b«rbiQger<^«p«. 
pli'xy.  At  the  same  time  you  ought  to 
know  that  a  similar  limitation  of  paralysis 
to  the  particular  muscles  suppUed  bj  the 
portio  dura,  is  sometimes  (thoQ|^  mnif) 
observed,  when  the  dismse  has  a  more  in- 
ward origin — when  it  aflccts  and  involves 
^  bimin  itself. 

In  the  latter  end  of  September,  in  the 

{rear  1829,  a  gentleman  became  my  patient 
B  whom  eomplete  palsy  of  the  left  ride  of 
the  face  had  existed  for  a  day  or  two.  I 
need  not  describe  the  appearance  and 
S3rmptoms  which  depended  upon  the  para- 
lysis, for  they  were  precisely  the  same  as 
werv  presented  by  Jane  Smith,  and  they 
are  always,  and  necessarily,  veiy  much 
alike.  Hut  though  the  palsy  was  etiletly 
limited  to  this  set  of  muscles,  there  were 
Other  symptoms  pxesent  which  indicated 
that  tM  iBtermptioii  of  the  ftmetionof  the 
Mrtio  dura  was  connected  with  some  mor- 
Ud  oondition  within  the  cranium — nausea 
•ad  vomiting,  twitchingsof  the  muscles  of 
Ibe  other  side  of  the  face,  great  drowsiness, 
and  a  slow  pulse,  fnrtv  eight  only  in  the 
minute;  he  lurched  also,  and  staggered  as 
1m  walked;  but  he  distinguished  this  from 
the  reeling  of  vt  rticjo,  and  denied  the  lat- 
ter sensation  altogether.  His  previous 
history  did  not  tend  to  dImlBish  ue  fears 
which  his  attual  state  oeca.sioncd. 

In  the  preceding  February  he  had  been 
attacked  rather  soddenly  with  intense  pain 
just  above  the  light  eyebrow,  and  ^^^^r** 
cxiremely  drowsy.  Reinif  desirous  to  ex- 
cuse himself  from  a  dinner  engagement, 
ho  fovmd  that  he  was  nnahle  to  write  a 

E roper  note :  he  could  not  remember  hoW 
e  ought  to  express  himself. 
He  liad  aBotner  attack  of  the  same  kind 
in  May — tlic  same  sovere  pain  over  the 
right  brow,  with  great  drowsiness  and  cnn- 
fosion  of  mind.  He  ooold  not  recollect 
many  Ikmiliar  wvtrda.  On  hoth  these  oc- 
casions  the  symptoms  soon  gave  way  to 
treatment  directed  to  the  stomach  and 
bowels. 

Cupping  behind  the  ear,  blistering,  pur- 
gatives, and  small  doses  of  calomel  conti- 
Boed  tlU  the  gums  were  slightly  sore, 
removed  the  paralysis,  and  all  the  other 
symptoms,  in  about  ten  days,  and  he  is 
now  in  perfect  health. 

But  YOU  have  latdy  seen  an  unequinieal 
example  of  the  same  combination  of  inter, 
nai  oisease  with  palsy  confined  to  the 
avadeithat  avt^gBfcnwd  by  the  portio 


dora,  in  the  person  of  Samuel  Dorej* 
This  man,  a  tailor,  aged  o7,  w  as  admitted 

into  the  hospital,  on  the  2t)th  of  February 
last,  with  complete  palsy  of  the  muscles 
supplied  by  tlie  nerve  in  question  on  Uie 
right  side,  and  no  others.  There  were 
symptoms  enough,  however,  to  shew  that 
tome  serions  mmMd  process  was  going  on 
within  the  skull.  lie  snfTerrd  intense 
headache,  more  on  Uie  left  than  the  right 
side ;  was  dizzy  and  staggering,  and  could 
not  get  to  the  ward  vrithout  bein^;  led. 

The  palsy  had  come  on  about  ten  days 
before,  in  Uie  night.  He  found  when  be 
came  down  stairs  the  next  morning  that 
he  could  not  spit  as  usual,  and  his  friends 
observed  the  unnatural  state  of  his  features. 
He  had  had  no  fit  nor  Iocs  of  conscious* 
ness,  but  he  fancied  that  his  memory 
was  failing.  At  the  time  when  the  para- 
lysis was  first  noticed  he  had  some  numb- 
ness and  tingling  of  the  right  arm,  extend- 
ing  to  the  t%vo  last  fingenk  He  WM  qnito 
deaf  in  the  right  car. 

I  had  him  cupped,  cold  lotions  were  ap. 
plied  to  his  head,  and  his  gums  were  made 
tenderbv  calomeL  In  afew  days  the  pain  in 
tfie  heaa  increased,  and  he  became  raeeted 
with  drowsiness,  approaehinp;  to  stupor. 
He  was  then  bled.  The  coma  went  off 
soon  after  the  bleeding,  but  was  succeeded 
by  violent  delirium;  and  this  again  sab- 
sided  after  free  purgation.  He  began  oc- 
casionally to  pas.s  his  stools  in  bed,  and 
unconsciously.  On  the  ISth  of  March  he 
again  fell  suddenlv  into  a  state  of  stupor. 
You  saw  him  at  that  time,  breathing  ster- 
toronsly,  his  lipe  flapping  to  and  fro  wiUi 
each  act  of  respiration,  his  face  and  head 
red,  hot,  and  tuigid,  the  temporal  arteries 
distended  and  throbbing.  I  should  have 
stated  that  at  all  tinea  there  was  a  almip 
and  i>ccnliar  bnrit  accompanying  the  con- 
tractions of  the  ventricles  of  the  heart ;  the 
sound  much  resembled  that  made  by  draw, 
ing  the  finger  forcibly  alone  a  piece  of 
stretched  silk.  The  temporal  artery  was 
opened  at  once,  and  abont  sixteen  ounces 
of  blood  flowed  freely  in  strong  jets  ;  the 
pulse  then  became  feeble ;  tlie  turgidness 
of  the  countenance  subsided;  and  the 
blood  just  continued  to  well  out,  but  the 
stertor  remained.  In  a  few  hours,  how- 
ever, he  was  much  better,  and  became  sen« 
Bible;  the  palsy  was  unaltered.  The  ar« 
terial  blood  was  covered  with  a  thin  but 
distinct  buffy  coat«  He  lived  till  the  29th, 
being  for  the  most  part  drowsy,  eomedmei 
completely  comatose,  but  generally  capa- 
ble of  being  roused,  and  answering  ration* 
ally  when  spoken  to.  For  some  days  1)e- 
fore  his  death  it  was  observed  that  his 
arms  were  constantly  bent  upon  his  breast, 
and  that  whenever  tney  were  forcibly  ex. 
taaded,  thejr  ittumed  imaMdiatdj  to  the 
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tame  (Htsition,  apparently  without  any 

exercise  nf  vi)lilit<ii  nn  his  yiart,  its  flOOVI  U 
the  extending  force  y-m  wiUidrawn. 

We  examined  his  body  on  Ihe  30tb, 
tiiirtcen  liours  after  dt'ath. 

The  thorax,  was  first  opened.  Thelunga 
were  healthy;  the  pericardiam  contained 
tome  serouB  fluid,  tinged  with  blood ;  the 
heart  was  Inrsfc,  and  encumbered  with  fat, 
its  right  cavities  nearly  natural  ^  the  leiX 
▼entride  larg^,  and  its  muscular  substance 
thivkened;  the  mitral  valve  also  was  irre- 
ffttlarly  tiuckencd,  but  tiiere  was  no  mani- 
fest constriction  of  the  oorrespondingr  ori- 
fice ;  the  sigmoid  valres  stiflf,  and  thicken- 
ed ;  the  inner  surface  of  the  aorta  rouj^h 
with  disoise  iu  several  places.  Just  with- 
in the  ▼entriclc  a  morbid  appeafance  pre- 
sented itself  such  as  T  had  never  seen  be- 
fore. A  white  prominent  line,  feeling  to 
the  finger  like  a  sharp  cord,  ran  along  the 
interior  of  the  ventricle,  parallel  to,  and 
about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  from,  the  cir- 
cumference of  the  emerging  aorta.  Upon 
closing  the  divided  ventricle,  it  became 
plain  that  at  this  i>nvt  of  tla*  chamber 
there  had  been  a  real  slncture.  The  pecu- 
liar morbid  sound  which  accompanied  the 
ventricular  systole  durim;  lilb  depended 
perhaps  upon  this  contraction;  and  I 
would  suggest,  as  a  mere  oonjectnre,  how- 
ever, that  the  c<mtrRetion  itself,  or  rather 
the  projecting  ridge  that  caused  it,  might 
have  arisen  from  some  altered  action  of 
the  diseased  mitral  valve,  with  Ih0  Ihmt* 
tion  of  which  thetineof  itiicture  waacon- 
tinuous. 

But  it  is  to  the  examination  of  the  head 

that  I  chiefly  ^vi^!l  to  reeal  \<mT  attention 
at  present.  When  the  skull-cap  and  dura 
mater  had  been  ramoved,  yon  saw  that  the 
surface  of  the  brain  was  quite  dry  and 
flat ;  the  sulci  between  the  several  convo- 
lutions were  scarcely  apparent.  When- 
ever you  meet  with  this  and  lerel  con- 
dition  of  the  surface,  you  may  be  sure  of 
finding  some  cause  of  pressure  within. 
Aeoofmngly,  the  left  lateral  ventricle  waa 
ojormously  distended  with  clear  serum, 
and  remained  of  a  vast  size  when  emptied, 
while  the  walls  of  the  ventricle  on  the 
right  ilda  were  forced  into  dose  apposition 
by  the  pressure  of  n  tumor  which  occupied 
a  large  portion  of  tliat  hemisphere,  the 
central  part  of  the  tumor  being  rather  i)o<- 
tf'ricr  In  th«' rrntre  of  the  !jc'ini'^pht'r(\  'I'hc 
posterior  portion  of  the  tumor  v^  a^  ut  a  red 
colour,  and  soft;  centrally  it  had  a  light 
orange  tint,  and  a  sponpry  or  cellular  struc- 
ture, and  its  anterior  part  was  hard,  homo- 
geneous, and  pearly  in  appearance.  The 
tumor  was  about  three  inches  in  length, 
nearly  two  in  breadth,  and  of  considerable 
thickness.  By  a  subsequent  section,  an 
miopleetle  dot,  as  big  as  a  hasd-nut,  was 
diacoveied  at  its  mider  part.  I  piatiimc 


that  this  was  the  result  of  the  raptoi^e  of 

some  smfill  vessel  in  the  prugrt'^s  of  the 
dih>ease,  and  that  the  effusion  of  biuod  took 
place  at  the  neriod  of  the  deep  coma  on 
the  Kjth.  The  arteries  at  the  base  of  the 
brain  were  partially  thickened,  the  thick- 
ened portions  being  white,  opaque,  and  di- 
lated. 

'Vhe  further  prosecution  of  the  dissection 
nflordcd  a  most  satisfactory  explanation  of 
the  deaiViess  and  the  partial  pal^  wMeb 
h-Ai]  htiMi  noticed  during  the  life  tinie  of 
the  patient   T'he  portio  dura,  and  tb« 
portio  mollis,  where  they  emeive  as  dis- 
tinet  cords  from  the  medulla  obh^nitula  on 
the  right  side,  were  adherent  to  each  other  ; 
tlie  portio  dura  was  both  harder  and 
larger  than  the  corresponding  nerre  of  tihe 
opposite  side,  w  hile  the  portio  mollis  was 
dinuent  and  wasted.   The  same  change 
was  traced  to  thdr  entranee  into  the  pe- 
trous portion  of  the  tfnij)orn1  bone.  Tm 
mediatdy  over  the  medulla  oblongata,  and 
in  a  vertical  line  above  the  point  of  emer- 
gence of  the  seventh  pair  of  nerves,  a  nip- 
ple-like portion  of  brain  projectefl  down 
wards,  and  hud  apparently  communicated 
pressure  to  these  nerves ;  and  this  pmjce- 
tion  from  the  lower  «urfnce  t>f  the  brain 
seemed  to  have  been  produced  by  the  gene- 
ral pressure  resulting  fVora  the  growth  of 
the  tumor. 

The  remarks  which  1  have  been  apply- 
ing to  palsit  of  these  parts,  hold  true  also 
ill  respect  to  their  Im  of  lentibUitxt.  The 
anaesthesia  may,  or  may  not  portend  dtiti 
ger  to  Ufe,  according  aa  the  intemipuoa 
of  nervous  ftinction  on  whldi  it  depends 
is  <;itTiat(  d  Timre  or  less  near  to  the  nrisnu 
of  the  fifth  pur  of  nerves  in  tlie  brain. 
The  iBsensibllitrwaa beginning  to  yield, 
and  the  pain  had  very  much  aliated  in  our 
patient.  Church,  after  enppinp-  and  leeches 
oil  ihe  temple,  when  erysipelas  caiue  on, 
spreading,  apparently  mm  a  blistered  sur. 
face  behind  tlir  tar,  nil  over  the  riL':ht  side 
of  the  face  and  head,  and  afterwards  ex- 
tending down  tte  neck.  With  this  theiw 
ensued  much  fever  and  delirium,  and  I 
began  to  be  anxious  about  the  event.  Un- 
til this  accidental  supervention  of  erysipe- 
las,  there  were  no  symptoms  present  that 
indicated  any  positive  affection  of  tlie 
brain  or  its  functions.  She  is  now,  I 
think,  out  of  danger,  but  very  feeble,  wad 
teazed  by  abseesses  in  the  cellular  ti.«5sue 
of  the  eyelids  and  neck,  but  she  has  re- 
gained a  condderahle  degree  of  sensibility 
in  the  parts  that  were  before  without  feel- 
ing, althouifh  (which  is  curious)  the  palsy 
of  the  masseter  and  temporal  muscles  con- 
tinues absolute'   

•  Siii<.'  lt<:  I'l  [iiri-  V.  ,1-.  ill.-,  iv  I- red,  tItU  p»tl*nt 
ibtt«  ri-i'i'V  cr-'ii  ill  a  K^^'-'^  rntM>.ur(>  the  MS*  of  thetic 
ninsrlc^.  Iler  jft-neral  hra  ili  in  quitL-  rc^t.-ufd, 
aud  the  •ttDbibliUy  of       fitc«  1»  nearly  m  (terfect 

as  ever* 
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Ton  ncj  eontnst  this  womau^s  coudi. 
tion  witli  that  of  Wm.  Godwin,  («  man 

oaky  29  years  old)  who  \vas  for  a  short 
time  ill  Stafford's  \n  ard,  and  who  itill  ]»re- 
sents  himseir  here  cwry  week  among  the 
'Hit  jmfiiMts.    Tlic  time  wiU  jiut  ]Krnnt 
luc  1(1  go  at  lari^e  into  his  ca»e,  but  I  will 
just  remind  you,  that  Mdet  amarlted  de- 
fault  of  wnsihility  in  the  left  side  of  the 
face,  exactly  of  the  same  kind,  um\  afTtct- 
ing  the  very  same  part&  a.s  in  tiie  woman, 
<mly  not  so  complete  in  degree,  this  man  is 
unable  to  nii^e  his  h  ft  eyLiid  ;  the  pupil 
of  that  eye  is  lurjjely  dilated,  and  immove- 
abte  wider  tlie  strongest  light ;  and  he  has 
been  gradually  iosinir  the  full  useandeom- 
mana  of  his  right  arm  and  leg.  These 
additional  symptomt  teach  tu  that  the  dis- 
ease or  injury  wJiich  impedes  the  function 
of  the  fifth  pair  of  nen  cs,  affects  other  por 
tiona  also  of  the  ncrvouii  svsleui,  and  is 
situated  within  the  skull.    I  need  not  tell 
jrou   how  materially  tJicv  diminish  his 
chances  of  recovery,  or  of  a  long  life. 

Instaaoesin  whidi  the  paralysis  of  which 
I  have  been  speaking  was  combined  with 
palsy  of  other  parts— was,  in  shorty  one  of 
the  symptoms  of  henUnlegia— Itave  been 
numerous  here  beyond  all  precedent  during 
the  past  winter,  so  as  to  lead  «'>m(  of  you, 
I  Itttow,  to  inq  uire  whether  there  iios  not 
hi'cn  an  rpidemic  heniijdegia.  Thcse  oases 
would  aflord  matter  for  some  important 
remarks,  hut  I  must  defer  such  observa- 
tions as  I  may  harato  offer  conoening 
them  to  anotlMT  opportunity. 


Ji\S'IRUME\T   FOR  TREATING 
FRACTUR£S  OF  THE  JAW. 

To  tko  Editor  qf  the  Medkml  Gmiio. 

Sir, 

I  AM  i!ff)n(  r<1  t(i  ^(  i,d  you  the  following 
deacriptiou  of  an  in.Htrument  for  treating 
Inctureaof  the  jaw,  from  having  fuuuu 
it  useful  in  cases  wliere  the  means  usu. 
ally  «  niployed  had  fiiiled.  .Should  you 
thiiik  It  iufficienfly  important  to  deserve 
publication  in  y  our  valuable  journal,  I 
sfaaU  leel  obliged  hy  ^our  inserting  k. 
1  remain,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  F.  I^onsdale, 
iMOf  Hoosc*«urgeoB  to  tbs  If  IMlmx 

8,  Bt/ncrs-atrect,  July  ll,  1883* 

Fracture  at  the  symphysis  of  the 
lower  jaw  is  an  accitfent  of  rare  occur- 
rence, compared  with  that  of  other  parti 
of  the  bone;  and  wlien  it  does  occur, 
m^nires  peculiar  treatinent,  fiom  the 


^at  difficulty  of  kecpmjr  the  two  por- 
tions of  bone  ill  proper  app<isition. 
When  the  fracture  exists  on  one  side  of 
the  syraphysis,  or  in  the  ramus,  the  dif. 
ficult^  of  kccping^  the  hones  in  pn»per  ap- 
position,  ihougli  great,  is  still  capable 
of  beiii','^  overcome  by  a  very  careful  ap. 

Elication  of  the  mentis  in  general  use* 
ui  when  the  symphvjiis  itv,,<If  is  tlie 
seat  of  tile  fractiire,  tlierc  is  an  addi. 
tional  evil  to  contend  with,  via.  the  ac- 
tion of  the  muscles  that  pass  from  the 
OS  h^'oidcs  to  be  inserted  immediately 
within,  and  to  one  side  of  the  symphysis 
of  the  bone.  These  muscles  are,  the  di. 
gastricus,  mylo-hyoideus,  tfenio-hyoi- 
deus,  and  genio-hyog-lo-jvn"?,  alT  of  which 
are  put  into  action  during  deglutition, 
and  on  the  slightest  motion  of  tiic 
tongue,  and  will  eonsequentlj  move  the 
two  portions  of  bones,  cither  drawing 
them  apart,  or  one  below  the  other. 

I  fbimd  this  very  apparent  in  the  case 
<*f  nn  old  man,  admitted  into  the  Mid- 
dlesex Hospiul  last  year,  having  frac- 
tured bis  jaw  exactly  at  the  symphysis 
I  tried  the  usual  means,  hy  inserting  a 

Sicce  of  cork  between  the  teedb,  ttid 
nnlv  supportin"-  the  jaw  with  paste- 
board  and  the  f'onr-tailrd  handag-e.  I 
also  fastened  tlie  two  inuidlc  incisor 
teeth  together,  br  twisting  strong  wiie 
ronnd  them.  ??one  of  these  means 
would  keep  the  two  portions  of  hone  in 
apposition ;  the  slightest  act  of  dcgluti- 
tion  put  the  muscles  belbre-uenMned 
into  action,  and  produced  motion  be* 
twcen  the  two  portions  of  bone,  cither 
by  separating  tiicm,  or  by  drawing  one 
below  the  other. 

Finding  all  my  attempts  by  the  usual 
means  to  he  of  no  avail,  I  contrived  the 
following  instrument,  which  only  had  a 
trial  in  this  case  sdlcient  to  sbew  me 
that  it  was  correct  in  its  principle,  and 
would  nitimately  succeed.  I  have  since 
tried  a  ou  another  case,  and  witli  per- 
lect  success. 

The  principle  of  the  iiistmmcnt  is  to 
keep  the  two  portions  of  bone  in  a  pa- 
rallel line  bciwecu  two  forces  ;  the  one 
made  to  act  by  pressing  on  the  teeth, 
the  other  hy  pressing^  on  the  base  of  the 
jaw.  A  thin  plate  of  iron  is  made  to 
lie  on  tJie  four  incisor  teeth,  and  grooved 
to  fit  on  them  in  such  a  manner,  Uiat  one 
portion  of  bone  cannot  be  drawn  behind 
the  other;  this  j)lMtc  is  connected  with 
a  thin  rod  of  stecJ  passing  from  it,  and 
curved  or  bent  at  a  ritfhi  angle,  to  pre- 
vcut  any  pressure  or  fnction  being  made 
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against  the  lip  ;  thi<?  rod  Is  Tnn(?e  to  pass 
Uotvnwards,  and  lou^  enough  to  extend 
about  an  inch  and  a  half,  or  tiro  inches, 
below  the  leyel  of  the  chin.  To  this  ia 
att.iclffd  :i  mVcc  of  wood  for  the  chin  to 
rest  uuon,  shaped  to  the  base  of  the  jaw, 
and  about  half  an  ineh  or  less  in  thick- 
ly made  to  ilide  up  and  dofrn  hy  be- 
fiypd  n^'OTi  n  tliin  plate  of  iron, 
which  is  periurated,  to  allow  of  it  fitting 


on  the  rod.  BlIow  this,  and  near  the 
bottom  of  the  rod,  prf>jects  a  small  hnr 
through  which  a  screw  passes,  reachiajr 
to  the  under  part  of  the  wood  npon 
which  the  chin  rests;  so  that  by  tnwiiny 
this  screw  it  can  be  raised  or  deprrs"ed 
at  pleasure.  The  accompanjiug  draw- 
ing maj  perhapa  assist  the  abore  de. 
scnption* 


A,  the  grooved  plate  which  rests  uu  the  D,  the  screw  tvhich  raises  or  depresses 

tct  ?  h .  it,  by  passing  through  the  projecting  bar,  E» 

By  the  rod,  bent  at  right  angles,  con-  F,  the  kej  which  tnnis  the  scveVTi  BUido 

oecting  it,  and  upon  which  the  ^tin-piece  to  take  off. 

■Udai.  6  0|  two  hdes  fbar  a  bandsga  to  pass 

C,  the  chin  piece,  OH  which  the  base  of  fbrongn. 
the  jaw  xests. 

When  applied  it  fito  the  Saw  as  fol- 
JkiWS: — The  plate  A,  is  placeaon  the  in- 
cisor teeth,  htuinir  o'eii  ]>r<niouRly 
padded  witii  lint  or  leather,  ihe  plate 
C,  is  placed  beneath  the  chin,  baring 
also  been  well  padded  with  lint.  The 
screw  D,  is  now  turned  until  the  plate 
C,  on  which  the  chin  rests,  is  raised  so 
as  to  bring  it  as  near  to  tiie  plate  A,  as 
the  depth  of  tbe  jaw  will  allow.  The 
two  ])MrtTnns  of  bone  will  thus  be  fixed 


beiu «  en  the  pressure  made  by  the  plate 
A,  and  by  the  plate  of  wood  U,  and  con- 
sei^ucntly  prevent  one  portion  of  bone 
being  depressed  below  the  other;  aiul 
the  cToove  in  the  plate  A,  will  prevent 
one  being  drawn  behind  the  other.  To 
make  the  instrument  more  secure,  a 
baudace  nmy  hr  passed  throuj^h  the 
holes  U  G,  and  fasicucd  at  the  back  of 


the  neck  and  top  of  the  head ;  this  will 

prevent  the  instrument  slipping-  forward. 
The  screw  is  turned  by  the  kev  F, 
whicii  ii4  made  to  take  ofl,  to  prevent  it 
pressing  against  the  chiest  when  th« 
neck  is  bent,  and  also  to  prevent  the  pa- 
tient loosen  in    the  instrument  him- <^ir. 

When  the  instrument  is  tixed,  there 
is  no  fear  of  the  apposition  of  lue  two 
portions  of  bone  being  disturbed  br  aay 
niotion  th:it  iiiav  he  given  to  the  lower 
jaw;  and  the  great  inconvenience  of 
the  ordinary  mode  of  treatment  is  here 
done  away  with,  vis.  l3bM  necesai^  of 
Krcpiti^r  the  l  owr  rjaw  pressed  constantly 
agamst  the  upper,  as  the  only  means  of 
keeping  the  portions  of  bone  at  rest. 

By  ue  instrument  here  recommend, 
ed,  MO  <nrh  itm  iinvrtii'  :ice  exists,  far 
the  whole  instrument  being  fixed  to  one 
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booe  only,  And  not  dependbg  upon  any 
odier  part  for  its  poiidoiiy  will  not  be 

loosened  :it  al!  by  any  nio'ion  that  may 
be  given  to  the  ja%v  ^  for  as  the  latter 
moves,  the  instnunent  will  move  wHh 
it,  thus  enaUiDg  the  patient  to  cat  with 
mvrp  facility,  mtfl  ff)  talk  without  fear 
of  di^tujMii^'-  the  position  of  the  two 
portion:^  of  bouc.  But  still  uuneces* 
sary  motion  need  not  be  given  to  the 
jaw  by  allowing  the  patient  to  eat  food 
that  ri  riuires  mAStkation,  or  by  tokiiig 
tou  much. 

Tbe  iint  case  in  wbicb  I  tried  the 
instrument,  as  previously  nu  iitioned,  I 
did  not  succeed  to  niy  satisfaction,  not 
bein^  able  to  try  its  applicatiou  for  a 
sofficient  length  of  tinie  toeffeet  a  cure. 
There  was  ^at  irritation  about  the  soft 
parts  within  the  Tnonth,  causing;  the 
sublingual  glands  to  be  iuiiueusely 
■wollen  before  I  applied  tbe  instrument 
But  when.  I  did  apply  it,  it  kept  the 
two  porli(»n«:  of  bone  perfectly  fixed  for 
lour  or  live  dars,  when  I  was  obliged 
to  disoontinue  it,  owing  to  an  attack  of 
eiysipelas  comin*,^  on  in  the  face,  putly 
dt  ju'iiiliiitj-,  doubt,  on  the  nressure 
ol  the  instrument  upon  the  soft  parts, 
already  in  a  state  of  irritation.  The 
patient  ultimately  died  of  other  injuries 
received  nf  the  v.ime  time,  thnt  T  bad 
not  an  opportunity  of  continuing  the 
application  of  the  instrument. 

The  second  case,  and  the  one  in  which 
I  lately  fri.vl  it,  wn«i  a  little  boy,  ad- 
mitted iiifn  the  hospital  during  last 
month.  1  iie  jaw  was  fractured  exactly 
at  tbe  symphysis,  between  tbe  two  mia- 
dlc  incisor  teeth.  In  tliis  case  there 
was  the  same  diftieulty  in  keeping  the 
two  portions  of  bone  iu  proper  upposi* 
tion,  though  not  to  so  great  an  extent  as 
in  the  former  instance.  Finding-  the 
ordinary  means  incapable  of  kei  piufr 
the  bone  iu  proper  jjxisition,  I  got  ncr- 
nisaion  to  try  the  instrument,  ano  to 
my  great  satisfaction  found  it  perfectly 
ia<^ssful,  though  this  ctise  presented 
disadvantageous  circumstances,  there 
being  a  small  abscess  beneath  tbe  chin, 
naused  by  a  wound  in  the  integuments 
inflic  ted  at  the  time  of  the  accident, 
ihui  made  me  fear  that  the  pressure  re- 
qniaite  to  pnidttee  tbe  desired  effect 
could  not  be  borne ;  but  by  padding 
well  with  lint  the  part  on  wbirh  the 
chin  rests,  the  difficulty  was  removed, 
tim  wovnd  not  being  made  worse  by 
tfie  pnasuie.  The  pwent  bora  the  in- 
stnuwat  without  any  incoofenience ; 


iD  URINE  IN  DISEASE.  667 

was  capable  of  taking  food  with  facility, 
and  of  talking  without  producing  any 

di.snlacement  of  tlie  fracture. 

From  this  case,  I  have  every  reasoa 
to  believe  that  the  instrument  will  an- 
swer perfectly ;  more  particularly  wbers- 
there  is  no  injury  done  to  the  soft  parts, 
to  render  pressure  inajiplieahle.  The 
first  case  certainly  led  me  to  think,  from 
the  accidental  circumstance  of  the  err* 
sijielas  arising,  that  the  pressure  would 
produce  too  much  irritation  to  be  borne; 
out  this  iusi  case  shews  (hat  the  instru- 
ment can  be  borne- without  any  irritation 
being  caused  ;  the  patient  having  worn 
it  for  a  fortnight,  and  with  tlx  (n^ad-. 
vantage  of  having  a  wound  already  ex- 
isting beneath  the  chin. 

I  Uiink  the  instrument  might  also  be 
adapted  to  thovf  cases  where  the  fracture 
is  situated  luorc  laterally,  by  having  tbe 
plate  A  extended  to  a  sufRdent  length 
to  press  on  the  two  portions  of  bone 
\vh<  n>  the  fracture  exists,  and  curved  to 
the  sh;ipe  of  the  Jaw.  The  principle  of 
its  application  will  be  tbe  same  here  as- 
at  the-  symphysis. 

The  in.strtiment,as  Ibave  had  it  since 
made  by  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Great  Wind- 
mill-Street, Ua^market,  is  very  neat  and 
liL^bt,  and  of  sufficient  strength  to  allow 
of  the  neeeaaary  piesamre  being  made- 


CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  SKRUM 
AND  UAIN£  IN  DISEASE. 

To  tie  EdUw  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

Wf.  liave  taken  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  forwarding  to  you  the  following  ana- 
lyses of  serum  and  urine  obtained  ftom. 
patients  labouring  under  anasarca  wills 
coagulable  urine. — We  are,  sir, 
Vour  obedient  servants, 

R.  H.  BftETT. 
GoLDINO  BlED. 
Guy'*  Hospital,  Jane  18,  ISSS. 

100  grains  of  serum  were  carefully 

reniovfd  from  the  crassnnientiim  about 
t\vfut\"-f >ur  hfuirs  after  the  blood  had 
been  dravtn:  it  had  an  opaque  milky 
astiect,  specific  gravity  I  014,  and  was 
sunjected  to  tin-  same  mode  of  an  ilysis 
as  that  described  formerly  for  healthy 
serum,  with  a  view  of  proving  the  ab- 
sence or  presence  of  urea,  (the  process 
in  detail  is  inserted  in  the  Ga/ette  of 
the  13th  July ;  we  have,  therefore,  not 
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thought  it  uecessoiy  to  repeat  the  atepe   difficulty  and  risk  of  loss  fnm  the  wrtm, 

iu  this  iustancr)  Avith  tlic  followin*^  re-  That  portion  of  extract  of  tirine  imolu- 
sults.  For  the  sake  of  comparison,  we  ble  iu  alcohol  was  then  hoiied  iu  re- 
have  placed  iu  juxta-position  to  this  ana-  peated  poitions  of  dtsttUed  water  until 
1  v^is  the  one  fonnerlj  pubilahed  of  the  last  drops  which  passed  tbroug'h  the 
Wealthy  seruni.  filter  no  loiitfer  affected  nitrate  of  silver. 

The  filtered  Huid  was  then  evaporated 
tu  dryness,  and  the  residue  found  to 
weig-h  *600  grains.    This,  afler  ignition, 
left  a  white  ash,  weighing  -300  grains, 
which,  when  dissolved  in  a  very  .sninll 
portion  of  water,  precipitated  Jhlondt 
of  {datinum  and  alcohol,  chloride  of 
ban?ini,  aii<!,  lastlv,  nitrate  of  silver. 
After  tiie  wliole  ot  the  stilphiirir  nrtd 
had  been  removed  by  chloride  of  barium, 
the  clear  filtered  and  acidulated  fluid 
fraxc  a  precipitate  when  super-satualcd 
wit!)  :unin*niiM,  indicating  the  presence 
of  ua  alkuiiuc  phosphate.    The  300  of 
200  grains  of  nrtne,  obtained  from  the  ash,  therefore,  consisted  of  solphate  of 
same  patient,  and  highly  coagulable  by   potass,  chloride  of  sodium,  and  uhoa* 
heat,  were  evaporated  over  a  salt  water    phate  of  soda.    That  in>rtion  \\]ii(1i  re- 
bath  at  a  temperature  of  219  degrees   maiucd  iuboluhle  iu  alcohol  and  water 
F.  as  nearly  as  ])ossihle  to  dryness :  the  was  ignited ;  it  left  a  bulky  charcoal, 
residue  w  as  found  to  wagh  r9375  ^^rs.    aiul  evolved  the  odour  of  burnt  feathers. 
This  was  boiled  with  an  excess  of  ali  ti-    and  carbon  was  remov.^i!  by  continuini^ 
liol,  specific  gravity  '833,  and  the  whole    the  heat,  and  the  rei»tUuc  found  to  wei^b 
dirown  upon  a  filter;  the  trndissolved   '0025  grains,  which,  deducted  from  the 
portion  was  then  wa^lud  with  repeated    -3000,  the  weight  before  iguitiou  left  for 

f tortious  of  boiling  alcohol ;  the  (ilti  nd  animal  mattr  r  4;^7.>,  M  iii  li  eonsisled  of 
iquor  and  washings  were  cvaporutcd  in  albumen,  lithic  acid,  aiul  ninriK. 
a  glass  capsule  to  drjTiess  at  a  tempera-  In  order  to  compare  witli  greater  faci- 
ture  of  219  degrees  F.  and  found  to  lity  the  proportions  of  the  constituents  of 
weigh  "8375  crrains  :  it  was  treated  with  this  diseased  with  healthy  urine,  the 
nitric  acid,  and  crystalline  phites  of  ni-  |in»i)f>rtions  iji  1(HK)  parts  have  been  snb- 
trute  oi'  urea  obtauied,  mixed  with  an  joined,  together  with  Bcrzelius*  analysis 
inconsideraUe  quantity  of  anima!  mat-  of  healthy  urine, 
tcr,  not  to  be  separfied  without  much 
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The  deficiency  of  albumen  and  salts 
in  the  diseased  sernm  is  worthy  of  re- 
mark, as  is  also  the  presence  of  albu- 
men and  the  tfrcaf  deficiency  of  the 
salts  and  animal  maticr  in  tlie  diseased 
urine.  Subsequent  to  the  completion  of 
the  above  analyses,  we  have  had  an  op- 
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portunity  of  examining  souic  serum  and 
urine  obtained  from  a  patient  labouiinff 
under  the  same  disease,  but  which  had 
so  far  yielded  to  remedies  that  the  ana- 
sarca and  coagulablc  state  of  the  urine 
had  almost  entirely  disanpeared ;  not  a 
trace  of  urea  could  be  aetectod  in  tha 
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•erum,  altliou^h  there  was  a  f^at  defi. 
Ctencj  of  tins  substance  iutheuriTie: 
the  salts  wen*  (lefirip?jt  in  both  flukU. 

We  niaj,  we  tiiink,  conclude  from 
these  circunntaiiccs,  that  urea,  if  it  ever 
exist  in  the  eirciilatiD^  fluid,  cannot  in 
any  deffree  b*^  a  cause  of  the  peniliar 
train  of  sym}>touis  observed  in  patients 
labouring  under  c(»agulable  urine  with 
anasarca,  inasmuch  as  all  the  usual  cha> 
rnetrristifs  of  that  disease  have  been 
found  tu  be  preMMit  without  the  slightest 
trace  of  urea  being  found  in  die  Blood, 
nor  eouM  that  principle,  if  existing, 
ha^  r  r'^f  .iyit'd  notice  when  sought  for  by 
the  processes  above  detailed ;  for  if  so 
minute  a  quantity  as  that  shewn  to  be 

C resent  in  the  urine  of  such  patients  can 
c  eliniinated  from  a  lluid  so  complex 
and  prone  to  deeonipositmii,  the  same 
means  would  have  been  found  adeijuate 
to  the  detection  of  much  smaller  quan  • 
tilies  if  existin<{-  in  tlie  senira  ot  the 
blood,  wliir  h  isM  much  less  complex  aud 
decompoi»ubic  tiuid. 


OKTBB 

INJURIOUS  EFFECTS  OF  MER- 
C  I  RY  IN  SOME  FORMS  OF  DIS- 
EASE* 

Te  ike  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette, 
Sir, 

Tbbre  is  a  state  of  disorder  in  children, 
occurring  more  frequently  in  those  of 

scrofulous  temperaments,  which  is 
cwnccd  by  languor,  loss  of  appetite,  a 
dtminutioD,  and  sometimes  a  total  ces- 
sation of  die  hiUarjr  secretion,  with 
slight  emaciation,  more  particularly  of 
the  extremities,  in  whteh  my  experience 
would  deckre  thst  mercuris]  nwdicioes 
are  absolutely  prejudicial,  and  yet  how 
universally  >vnti)frsucli  a  train  of  s^Tnp- 
toms  be  suppo:«ed  to  demunil  their  free 
and  continued  use  \  Sonic  years  ago  I 
was  leouested  to  see  a  child  whose  state, 
as  nearly  as  possihle,  was  as  <!*  v' rihed 
above.  Mercurials  in  m<»dcrate  doses, 
witli  laxative  and  stomachic  medidues, 
were  loescribed,  but  in  a  few  months 
the  ciiild  died.  Pn-^tiTi'Mffin  rxaniina- 
tion  prrnented  great  alteraliuu  of  struc- 
ture in  the  abdominal  cavitv,  more  par- 
ficuUrly  in  the  liver  ana  mesenteric 
glands:  these  Itical  changes  appeared  to 
rae  a  ju>tilicatioa  of  my  pracUce.  Some 


months  afterwards  I  was  requested  to 
see  another  child  of  the  same  family, 
nearly  under  the  same  circumstances ; 
but  the  anxiety  oi'  tiie  parents,  roused 
hj  the  fatal  termination  of  the  first  case, 
led  them  to  apply  to  me  when  the  child 
was  in  tolerable  nealtli,  but  the  niofions 
were  colourless.  I  adopted  a  ^IjRht 
mocurial  nlan,  9ce.  as  before.  The 
child  from  tiiat  hour  became  worse ;  lost 
appetite,  flesh,  and  strcn'_ft1i,  :nid  be- 
came as  children  do  to  w  hom  mer- 
curials are  frequently  given,  unna- 
turally pale  and  unnaturally  irritable. 
Under  the  care  of  a  ])liysician,  w  ho  point- 
ed out  to  nie  my  error,  the  child,  I 
may  sa^,  rai)i(ily  recovered.  The  slight 
mercurial  plan  adopted  in  this  case  soon 

1)r(whiced  a  fearful  e}ian«^-e  in  his  state  of 
lealth,  aud  at  the  time  the  o^tinion  w;<s 
laken,  so  reduced  was  the  child,  and  in 
every  appearance  so  resembled  the  former 
case,  that  I  felt  at  the  moment  \  cr\  liltV; 
doubt  the  result  would  be  deatii.  It  is 
no  pleasing  reflection,  but  it  necessarily 
intrudM  itself,  that  it  was  I  who  was 
producing  disease  by  my  very  remedies, 
and  those  organic  cnanLr*"^  "  hich  post- 
mortem examiualiou  discovered  in  the 
first  case,  were,  I  fear,  produced  by  the 
use  of  mercury.  Shoujd  we  not  be  cau- 
tions in  the  n5;r  of  such  a  power  Some 
of  its  destructif  e  eflccts  on  the  system 
have  been  most  ably  pointed  out  to  us 
by  Mr.  Swan,  and  it  is  impossible  to 
peruse  bis  "  Inquiry  into  the  Action  of 
Mcrcur}'"  without  beiu^  struck  with 
the  deep  importance  of  his  observations. 
He  leads  us  to  believe  that  mercuiy  pro- 
duces a  peculiar  effect  on  the  p-and 
svmnathetic  nerves,  seriously  affecting 
ail  tiie  organs  of  digestion,  aud  also  in- 
ducing a  state  of  inflammation  in  the 
ret  turn.  Vet  with  a  knowledge  of  these 
fads,  how  inconsiderately  is  this  va- 
luable but  dangerous  remedy  exhibit- 
ed to  children  in  die  month,  and  why  ? 
because  there  may  exist  a  disordered 
action  in  the  howel?*,  or  a  discoloration 
of  their  contents.  My  ow  n  experience 
would  declare  that  at  that  early  age  no 
circumstances  would  justify  it'j  use,  or 
that  it  should  be  ^ven  with  tint!  ex- 
treme cautbn  which  would  almost 
amount  to  a  |nohihition. 

I  was  desired  to  see  an  infant  whom  I 
found  ill  a  convulsive  paroxysm.  It  had 
▼omiied,  and  there  had  been  two  dejec- 
tions of  a  greenish  fluid  fiimi  the  bowels. 
The  tempermtureof  the  body  was  lowland 
the  child  was  pallid  as  a  corpse.  I 
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kaiiu  that  tije  day  before  Ike  infant 

was  in  tolerable  healtb,  but  bowek 
bad  been  a  little  fhscrdeird.  A  grain 
of  calouiol  >^  as  ^ivcii  at  iiigbt.  The 
child  vomited,  was  uneasy,  and  appear- 
ed ooeasionally  HinL  No  relief  from 
the  bowels.  Two  {»Tains  of  calomel 
were  pvt  n  in  the  luoniiii^.  Within  an 
hour  after  thi»,  the  child  was  in  the  state 
of  collafMe  wlndi  I  hare  described,  pre- 
sentinff  IS  frightful  ajipearanccs  as  e  ver 
ushered  in  the  most  inali^-naiit  di'-f*n*;c. 
Amiuonia  restored  the  patient  to  Hiuina- 
tton.  Ammonia,  with  rfanbarb,  quickly 
restored  him  to  healtb.  I  adduce  this 
as  a  strikinnf  instance  of  thr  baiirfnl 
etlects  of  mcrcuiy,  and  as  an  cxuuipic  of 
its  injurious  effiMStsonlbo  nerroosayslem 
genenWy. 

There  is  nuother  consemiencc  which  I 
believe  souietimes  follows  the  frequent  use 
of  this  medicine,  whieh  is  tqmnting,  I 
have  witnessed  this  too  firequently  not  to 
place  some  confidence  in  the  opinion ;  and 
if  we  call  to  mind  the  close  connexion 
which  exists  between  the  nerves supnlr- 
ingsome  of  the  muscles  of  the  eye  and  toe 
great  synij)aihetic,  Mr.  Swnn'^  opinions 
of  mercury  may  receive  some  trifling 
confirmation,  and  my  own  no  tritiing 
support.  It  is  true  I  have  seen  a  sliglrt 
inversion  of  the  eye  relieved  by  the  ad- 
ministration of  calomel  and  a  black 
draught ;  but  the  relief,  I  believe,  w  as 
obtamed  in  eonseqnenee  of  ifae  intestines 
being  swept  of  their  send  content^ 
which  were  di8tre««*inff  ncrte«  rendered 
morbidly  irritable  by  tne  use  of  mercury : 
it  was  retieyed,  too,  to  return  mors 
stronely  marked  during  eaeh  sueoesstve 
attack  of  indif,'estion. 

To  this  latter  form  of  indisposition, 
the  use  of  mercury  more  parttenlarly 
leads.  As  Mr.  Swan  justly  observes, 
"  it  affects  all  parts  concerned  in  dig'es- 
tion.'^  I  have  attended  chUdrcu  whose 
constitutions  had  been  ruined  by  this 
medicine,  with  whom  it  is  scarcely  po.ssi- 
ble  to  believe  tlio  et!Vr fs  uhich  a  fit  of 
indigestion  would  produce,  aud  how  fre- 
quently this  derangement  was  occurring. 
Delirium,  snbsultus^  hot  skin,  pulse  120, 

ntn!  vxrn  iiinrr  frcr|ticTit  ;  nil  thrsr 
Ibruiidablc  .symptoms  inslantantously 
subsiding  on  relief  being  obtained  from 
the  bowels,  and  sedatives  (lettuce,  byes, 
cynintis,  Sec.)  administered. 

J  may  be  wnmg-  in  m^'  conicctures, 
but  I  cannot  helo  believing  tnere  are 
Ibmi  of  disease  also  in  wbidi  we  can* 


not  adminialcr  tbis  me<liciike  witlint 
more  or  less  of  injury.    In  all  the  eruD- 

tivp  diseases  I  believe  we  ouj^ht  to  he 
extremely  cautious  in  its  use.  Some 
time  ago  I  was  attending  an  adult  ini 
the  measles.    Thr  symptoms  ran  hififl^ 
and  on  the  tliird  d  i\  he  was  exceed- 
ingly oppressed  hy  his  burthen;  coug'b- 
ing/  hreatliiD^  quickly,  ibe  laoe  wnn 
swelled,  and  ^almost  tbe  whole  bodj) 
was  one  mass  of  emption;  the  pnNe 
considerably  more  than  100.    Ue  bad 
not  in  the  early  stage  of  the  disease 
been  distressed  by  powerful  remedies, 
or  rediKffl  hv*  absolute   sf;inntioii.  A 
physician   ot   deserved  cmincuce  wa« 
consulted,    lie  looked  to  the  chest  with 
most  anxiety,  and  thought  the  inflan^ 
matory  diathesis  j>r»  vailr(l  Twograicia 
of  caloPK'I,  wifh  iw  I)  nf  JariH  s's  ponder, 
and  an  auumoniul  >:tliue  diaut^hi,  were 
directed  to  be  given  every  four  hours, 
<^c.    I  saw  thispatient  two  hours  afler 
the  i  xliiltiiiMn  of  the  second  dose  of  the 
medicine,  and  found  him  perfectly  col- 
lected, but  be  was  more  restless,  bis 
pulse  vidently  throbbingv  inter- 
mitting- every  sixth  or  seventh  polsri, 
tiou;  his  cough  was  more  trouhiL$.ume, 
and  I  was  pstticulail  j  struek  with  tbe 
cbange  of  colour  in  tbe  skin ;  it  had 
become  almost  purine.    I  ordered  the 
following  mediciues,  aud  strong  beef- 
tea  for  nourishment. 

R  Add.  Solph.dil.irtt.x.  Mag.  Sulph.5ss. 
MmnKP.  3j.  Tr.  Hyos.  38s.  Tr. 
Card.  c.  3j.  Inf.  Rosie,  3x.  M.  f. 
haust.  Otis  horia.  somend. 

In  three  days  tins  patient  was  eonrm- 

lescent. 

I  do  nrit  think  I  err  in  fnjiy>o«mg 
that  in  all  lorms  ul  coustitulionai  irrita- 
tion, the  result  of  injuiies,  its  use  is  pre* 
judicial.  I  believe  I  have  seen  great 
aggravation  of  the  general  disturbance 
occur  on  its  exhibition,  and  I  cannot 
from  circumstances  su]>pose  that  this  in- 
crease of  indisposition  was  merely  the 
progress  <d"  disen^c  This  obsicrTation 
IS  founded  in  some  experience,  and  is 
rendered  probable  by  the  foUowiug  opi- 
nions contained  in  Ifr.  Swan^  Essaj 
on  Tetanus.  He  say.s,  "  aAcr  every  ac» 
cidcul  in  which  th*'  constitution  sympa- 
thizes with  the  injiireii  part,  1  believe 
tbe  ganglia  of  tbe  grand  sympathetic 
wcTWi  become  Initated,  ami  tlie  func- 
tions ol  tlic  parts  supplied  by  them  with 
nerves  are  disturbea  in  consequeooe. 
Tbe  action  of  tbe  beart  is  incrsnsed  in 
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pruportioii  to  tbU  degree  af  uriutiuu  in 
iktm  90  loug  8s  h  ocmdiiiiet  moderate. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obcflir Tit  scrviiMt, 

Hen  It  V  G£OROB. 


CASE  OF  IDIOPATHIC  GLOSSITIS. 

T0  th€  EdUar  of  th9  MmUtmt  GmzeiU, 
Sib, 

Hatiwo  noticed  in  «  recent  number  of 

your  iotrnjal  an  interestiti^r  ctx'^c  of 
glossitis,  which  occumtl  iu  the  prac- 
tice of  Messrs.  Taynton  and  Williams, 
I  have  been  induced  to  ecnd  you  tbe 
following,  which  came  under  my  own 
obserration ;  and  as  I  believe  it  to 
be  oue  of  uo  very  irequeiit  occurrence, 
it  maj  prove  worthy  a  place  in  the 
Gazette. 

Henry  Lane,  ag^  41,  appJied  Janu- 
ary 14ih,  with  a  swelling  uf  the  sub- 
mexillary  g-lenda,  occupy in^^  the  whole 
sj)acc  between  the  anjries  of  the  jnw, 
and  which  occasioned  -li«_r}it  diffiruUy  in 
deglutition.  The  tongue  luuist,  but  co- 
vered with  a  creamy  fur;  pnlie  hnt  lit- 
tle accelenled. 

Orderdl  leeches  and  fomentatioosp  wifli 
actiTC  poigation. 

On  the  fdlofwing  day  the  glandular 

svvi'lHng-  hccante  more  painful,  hut  iji 
other  respects  the  same.  Leeches  m  ere 
again  applied,  and  pooltioes  directed  lo 
the  part.  During  the  night  the  tongue 
was  afft'cteii  with  sererc  shooting  pain, 
and  rapid  swelling  supervened,  so  that, 
when  called  to  him  in  the  morning,  I 
feund  it  filling  the  entire  cavi^  of  tbe 
TMfinfh.  and  partly  protrudiri'*'  between 
Uie  teeth ;  its  mucous  membrane  ap- 
pearing in  spots  of  a  vivid  red,  and  the 
slightest  toneb  givingf  most  acute  pain. 
Res])iration   extremely    dilficult,  and 

Suite  unable  lo  arlienlate  or  swallow  ; 
le  pulse  full  and  frequent.  Mure  ac- 
tive depletive  measures  were  adopted; 
he  was  Died  to  Jxx.,  a  lar^^e  Mister  ap- 
plied to  the  throat,  clysters  administer- 
ed, and  tiic  mouth  washed  fretiueutly 
with  an  astringent  gargle. 

By  this  treatment  in  a  few  days  the 
toufij'ue    and    submaxillriry  tflands  re. 

gained  their  natural  state  j  and  uuiiiing 
appened  to  retard  the  eonvaleacenee  of 
the  patient  hejrond  the  floughing  of  a 


small  portion  of  the  tongue,  in  eonae- 
qaence  of  pressure  against  the  teeth. 
I  may  remark  here,  that  this  is  the 

only  case  I  have  met  with  of  idiopathic 
glossitis  ;  but  T  have  known  more  than 
one  instance  h  kcre  it  has  followed  tiie 
atingofa  wasp. 

Yonm,  5cc. 

T.  J.  G. 


TWO  EXTRAORDINARY  CASES 
OF  FASTING. 


Dr.  Scumalz,  of  Dresden,  m  a  former 
No.  of  Hufeland'.s  Journal,  has  related 
two  very  singular  examples  of  absti- 
ncijce  from  all  food,  i)rotractcd  for  an 
almost  incredible  length  of  time. 
must  remember,  however,  that  he  saw 
both  IndiTidttali,  and  had  an  onportn* 
nity  of  personally  ascertaining  the  par- 
ticulars; and,  moreover,  the  first  case 
was  the  object  of  a  Government  inquiry. 

Angelica  Tliea  was  bom  in  the  neigh- 
bonibood  of  Deli\,  in  South  Holland,  on 
20th  AiiirtJsf,  1787  In  her  early  years 
her  constitution  was  very  feeble  and  de- 
licate, md  the  was  much  uihject  to 
cramps,  induced  by  intestinal  worms, 
which  she  voided  both  upwards  and 
downwards  in  great  quantities.  She 
emojed  tolerable  health  till  1811,  about 
which  time  she  was  fint  leized  witt 
violent  hysterical  paroxysms;  during 
these  the  bowels  were  obstinately  con- 
fined. Subsequently  she  had  repeated 
attacks  of  chronic  euteritis,  and  her  ap- 
petite, hir  h  h:nl  been  throughout  very 
sparing,  now  began  to  fail  altogether. 
At  one  time  better,  and  at  another  time 
worse,  she  continued  in  the  above  state 
till  ISiay  1818,  when  she  discnntinucd 
the  use  of  solid  food  entirely,  and  took 
nothing  but  drinks,  chiefly  wbe^.  All 
medidnea  were  rejected  by , vomiting  as 

soon  as  swallowe<}.  V(^r  ji])unn!>  nf 
four  years  she  tasted  uotJuu^  solid,  with 
tlie  exception  occasionally  of  a  little  fish 
and  ealad,  which  she  sucked,  but  never 
swallowed.  In  the  spring-  of  182*2  the 
attack  of  hvsferia  liecame  so  violent  as 
to  threaten  death.  An  enema  was  given 
on  the  10th  of  March ;  the  bowels  and 
also  tbe  bladder  w<  re  then  relieved  ;  and 
this  was  the  last  tinu  tliat  any  rejfiilar 
evacuation  of  stool  ur  ol  unnc  took  place. 
About  this  time  the  refused  all.nuurisk- 
meat  wbalioever,  fluid  as  well  as  solid  f 
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and  now  Uic  catamenia,  wljidi  liad  lii- 
therto  been  regular  alUioun;li  scanty, 
ccasccK    She  freaucutly  nioisteneil  tier 
mouth  with  a  litUe  ooid  water,  to  abate 
the  burning  heat  she  felt  there.   In  July 
1822  an  rrv»i]»elas  apprnn  rl  on  the  ab- 
domen}  it  was  relieved  by  tlie  coujiiaut 
use  of  bread  and  milk  poultices.   In  the 
folluwing'  year  she  bad  a  severe  attack 
of  dysnua»a,  and  fixed  pain  in  the  left 
side  of  the  ( liest.    Her  |)hysician,  Dr. 
Grooteiil^T,  ordered  a  blister.  In 
she  had  repeated  seizures  of  subacnte 
arteritis.    In  1825  these  '^fizurea  were 
neither  so  fre<juent  nor  so  severe ;  in 
October  of  this  year  she  voided*  aAer 
most  excruciating  suffering',  a  small 
qninitity  of  urine  and  fuTcs.  Diirini;- 
1H26  she  made  urine  twice,  and  at  each 
time  only  a  few  drops.    Thus,  from  the 
10th  March,  1822,  to  this  period,  she  had 
liad  relief  onI\  nitce  by  stool,  and  three 
fillies  by  urine.     The  Dutch  medical 
tuiuuiissiou  were  very  anxious  at  this 
time  to  induce  faer  to  remove  to  the 
Hague,  in  order  that  an  opjportunity 
might  be  had  of  strictly  inquiring  into 
her  case  ;  she  would  not,  however,  con. 
sent  to  tkis,  but  permitted  four  nurses  to 
wait  upon  her  alternately  for  the  space 
of  a  month  ;  the  expense  of  their  at- 
tendance was  defrayed  by  Goverumcut. 
Soon  aftenvards  a  memoir  was  drawn  un 
by  Dr.  Vorstman,  and  published  at  Delit 
in  1H*27.    According  to  the  autbentic 
rcpt»rts  of  the  nurses,  Angelica  took  no 
food,  fluid  or  solid,  from  Nov.  llth  to 
Dec.  9t]i.   During  this  time  she  used  to 
mnisten  her  innnth  Mitl?  M';»t<'r,  tf-rt,  nr 
whey;  but  she  invariably  ^pat  tlic  lluid 
out  agBiti,  and  the  quantity  was  thus 
frequently  somew  hat  increased,  and  cer- 
tainly never  diminished.    She  had  no 
evacuation  by  stool  or  urine,  but  liad  oc- 
casionally belching^  of  wind.  During 
the  day,  she  sewed  and  amused  herself 
with  readiiicf.    She  rose,  or  rather  was 
lifted  from  be<l,  at  9  a  m.,  and  was  car- 
ried back  at  11  p.m.;  but  she  slept  very 
little,  bein)^  much  distressed  with  heao* 
nr  lir,  swoouings,  and  cramp.    Her  age 
at  thi.*5  finie  was  41,  but  her  appearance 
indicated  more  than  60  years,  her  lace 
being  shrivelled,  and  her  eyes  dull  and 
lustreless;  her  tongue  was  clean  and 
dry;  tho  skin  was  parched;  the  pulse 
normal  in  freaiieucy,  but  exceedm|rly 
weak  and  small;  tlie  sensibility  of  ttbe 
eutanpons,  and  perhaps  also  of  the 
deeper  nerves,  was  so  mo'?)  iTr)|>n5rrd, 
that  she  was  !>c4rcely  uv^uic  ol  iicr  skin 


being  pinclieil  (»r  jiricketl.  K\ery  hour 
and  •»  half  she  was  sci/.eil  with  a  sliiver- 
in^,  itdlowed  by  a  couvul.sivc  lateral 
agitation  of  the  bead ;  these  fits  lasted 
generally  for  about  two  minutes. 

Dr.  Sehmalz  (t]ir  reporter  of  thecas**) 
visited  her  in  Scpu  iulier  1828,  and  had 
an  opporttitiity  <d'  being  perfectly  satis, 
fied  with  the  truth  of  the  pi-eceding 
statements.  S)i»-  tf>ld  hini  that  >b»'  hn  ! 
not  eaten  nor  «iruiik  any  thing  since  the 
report  of  the  medical  commission,  nearly 
two  vears  before ;  aud  if  we  go  back, 
%vr  sfinll  find  that  this  extraordinary  ab- 
htinencc  had  now  lasted  six  years  and  a 
half,  from  March  1832.  The  patient 
told  Dr.  S.  that  she  would  very  wallitt|^ly 
take  fdod,  if  she  could  in  any  way  swal- 
low it,  but  that  this  effort  wasimpracti- 
cable  to  her. 

Here  the  report  ceases,  and  AngeUcn 
was  still  alive  at  the  date  of  the  repoit, 

Cass  II.— fftf lory  of  m  Female  vAo 
Lhed  M/warvIt  qf  ft^  Yeun  wtlAonC 

Food, 

Pr«>fessor  Kieci.  fif  Turin,  has  pub- 
lished a  full  detail  of  tliis  case  in  the 
Repertorio  ili  Medicine  H  di  Ckimiem 
di  Torino. 

Anna  Garbero,  aged  40,  had  hitherto 
enjoyed  moderately  good  health,  al- 
though her  ap))etite  had  been  always 
remarkablv  sparing.  Her  food  consist* 
ed  geiierafly  of  \  egetaldes,  (U)]y  f>rice  a 
da>' ;  and  the  bowels  were  not  usually 
reuevedabovetwiceaweek.  Gradually 
tibe  appetite  became  less  and  less,  and 
once  she  passed  forty  days  without 
touching  any  solid  or  Huid  alimenL 
But  it  was  not  till  September  1825  that 
a  total  insppetence  ibr  food  came  on ;  it 
was  after  a  verv  scanty  nir:!l,  consisting 
of  only  a  mouthful  or  iw<»  of  eabba«-»', 
aud  a  draught  of  wine  aud  water,  that 
she  was  seized  at  once  with  intense  ^pas* 
tral<;-ia,  which  continued  for  some  time, 
till  copious  voniitinir  "  induced.  From 
thi^  date  ahe  was  unable  to  swallow  any 
thing,  and  even  her  spittle  was  thrown 
back  when  she  tried  to  allow  it  to  pass 
down.  Up  to  the  7th  of  the  succeeding 
Januan'  she  neither  eat,  drank,  nor  had 
any  reuef  by  urine  or  by  stool ;  the  only 
appreciable  evacuation  was  that  of  the 
catamenia,  w  bich,  though  terj  spadng, 
returned  regularly. 

Dr.  Schmals  visited  her  at  this  nermd; 
he  found  her  so  emaciated,  that  she 
sremrd  a  mere  skelet'>n,  over  which  a 
dry  .skin  had  been  lorcibly  stretched. 
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The  skin  was  almost  quite  Insensible  to 
prickinr,  or  to  tbe  strongest  nressure ; 
the  limM  were  cold  and  corpse-like  ;  the 
pulse  small  ainl  *irarcclj  perceptible,  hut 
yet  regular  in  frequency.  Toe  patient 
was  i|Qite  wiUinr  to  muce  an  eflort,  at 
anj  tune  desireOf  to  swallow  food,  but 
if  wn^  (if  no  avail;  nnd  at  Icni^tb  tlie 
mere  si'^'^lit  ol' any  victuals,  however  sim- 
ple, brotitfht  on  most  painful  Tomitings. 
Thini^  continued  so  till  the  end  of  June, 
at  wliicli  time  she  hcrnmp  insensible 
and  leiharffic ;  this  state  ol*  apathy  con- 
tinued till  the  25th  of  the  followiug  No- 
vember, when  she  tfuite  suddenly  and 
unexpecte'lly  rccoTcrpd  her  senses  and 
speech.  Her  strrnj^ftli  became  weaker 
and  weaker,  and  iinally  was  exhausted 
in  death  on  the  19th  May,  1828. 

The  body  was  examined  in  tbi»  ])rr- 
sencc  of  Professors  Rolando  and  Gallo, 
by  whom  a  Fcry  interesting  memoir  was 
published  at  Turin;  we  give  only  the 
more  interesting  and  ilhistrative  details. 
The  oinrntirm  majus  was  fiMnid  d^a^^t 
strongly  downwards,  and  had  become 
adherent  to  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  thus 
leaving  the  small  inte<^tines  quite  unco- 
vered. This  (  han^T  had  been  caused 
by  the  falling  d«n\  u  of  the  transverse 
eolcn,  which  was  lying  in  the  pelvic  ca- 
vity; it  was  distended  with  hard  Aeces. 
The  small  inci'stines  were,  on  the  con- 
trary, contracted  to  mere  cords.  On 
carerallj  tracing  the  colon,  it  was  found 
that  the  canal  oTthe  descending  portion 
was  so  much  obstructed  by  the  swelling 
of  its  m neons  lining,  that  the  fteces 
could  only  with  difficulty  be  forced 
alonir*  Tbeobstrueticn  was  still  greater 
at  the  connneneeraent  of  the  rectum,  and 
c<»mj)letely  prevented  the  transit  of  any 
boliu  matters.  The  ct)ntents  of  the 
ascending  colon  were  more  fluid,  of  a 
dark  ^recn  mrrnnium-likc  colour,  and 
most  lutukrably  fiptid.  Two  lunil>rioi 
and  several  ascarides  were  found  in  the 
bowels. 

The  rationale  or  etiolofr^  of  the  pre 

ceding  casr  n]>j>»*ars  snfficicTttly  simjilt\ 
We  conceive  tliat  a  chronic  inflanmia- 
tion  of  the  colon  and  rectum  had  been 
orifi^nally  caused  by  exposure  to  the 
incTrmcncies  of  the  weather,  for  the  pa- 
tient a  beggar.  Thus,  not  <n«ly 
was  the  appetite  direcdv  impaired,  biit 
also  the  ]  i  ti^n>  of  the  neculent  matters 
obstructed,  a:i  1  tlv-  o-cnrral  health  be- 
came more  and  more  deranged  in  conse- 
quence. Complete  anorexia  was  the 
consequence  or  the  accumulation  of  the 
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fu'ces;  the  colon  was  dragged  down  by 
the  weight,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the 
stomach  and  cesophagus  were  necessarily 
displaced  in  a  similar  direction,  and  this 
displacement  must  have  seriously  in- 
jured their  functions.  Besides,  traces 
of  a  slow  inflammation  of  the  mucous 
coats  of  the  small  bovvrls,  and  also  of  the 
stomach,  were  found  upon  dissection; 
and  our  readers  need  not  be  reminded  of 
the  eflTects  which  we  daily  observe  to 
flow  from  such  a  morbid  state.  In  short, 
we  are  to  regard  the  preceding  case  as 
one  of  the  melancholy  results  of  ne- 
glected subacute  enteritis,  originally  of 
the  rectum  and  sigmoid  flexure,  and 
subsequentlv  of  the  rest  of  the  canal. — 
Journ.  der  Pract,  Heilkunde,  and  Med. 
Chir.  Review. 


CASE  OF  EXTRAORDINARY  CON. 
GENITAL  BULIMIA. 

Avne  Dfnisf.  was  bom  in  17SG.  From 
her  earliest  j  ears  her  appetite  was  most 
voracious,  requiring  more  than  four 
times  the  allowance  of  other  ehildveu. 
She  menstruated  at  7  years  of  aff«\  and, 
at  tbb  period  all  the  other  attributes  of 
puberty  were  developed.  As  she  grew 
older  her  appetite  became  more  insatia- 
ble; she  was  dismissed  frfun  school  be- 
cause she  tle\oured  the  focul  of  her 
schoolmates;  sho  therefore  j^.tv e  lessons 
herself,  and  the  only  reward  that  she 
wanted  for  her  instruction  was  meat  and 
bread.  At  this  time  she  oat  ten  pounds 
of  bread  daily.  She  could  not,  however, 
make  sufliciont  by  her  present  employ, 
ment,  and  therefore  she  engaged  as  a 
ser^  ant  in  an  hotel.  Several  times  she 
had  been  arrested  for  stealing  loaves 
from  bakers*  shops;  and  at  length  she 
was  reduced  to  beggarv,  as  no  i>erson 
wntild  keep  her  in  their  employment. 
8he  used  to  wander  about  the  streets  in 
Paris,  devouring  all  the  refiise  of  food 
which  she  found  at  diflerent  doors.  A 
threat  variety  of  remedies  had  been  iu'  t' 
fectualiy  employed  to  overcome  this 
morbid  nungt  r.  She  was  admitted  into 
die  La  Salpetti^rc  under  MM.  Esouirol 
and  Amussat,  for  relief  from  epileptic 
attacks,  to  which  she  had  been  for  seve- 
ral years  subject.  At  that  time  she  con- 
sumed fn>ra  eight  to  ten  pounds  of  bread 
daily,  she  drank  very  little.  The 
bowels  were  confined  ;  and  she  had  tW(» 
or  tiiree  attacks  of  hifniatemesis  every 
month.  Oecasionalijr  her  appetite  he- 
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cainc  prodinriou*$Iy  increased,  and  at 
these  times  she  would  df^vonr  t^v^^Tily- 
four  pounds  of  bread  in  the  course  of  a 
nig-ht;  she  was  literally  mad  with  hiin- 
pfer  at  these  periods,  so  that  if  she  was 
thwaried,  or  food  refused,  she  would  be- 
g-in to  chew  her  clothes,  or  whatever  she 
could  get  hold  of.  During  these  pa- 
roxysms of  bulimia  the  epi|^trium  waa 
found  to  be  tender,  and  tins  tenderness 
was  increased  by  pressure,  and  a  profuse 
vomiting  of  blood  generally  ensued. 
TUa  grande  iaim**  reeviTed  only  onea 
a  year,  and  always  on  the  9th  of  Febru. 
ary.  In  the  course  of  twenty-four  hours 
■be  baa  been  known  to  hare  devoured 
thirty-two  pounda  and  upwarda  of  Ibod, 
aatilllf  and  vomiting  blood  alternately, 
until  she  fell  down  quite  exhausted.  M. 
Rostan,  in  1819,  tried  various  means, 
cbieflj  antiphlogistic,  with  only  tempo- 
my  Denofit.  Ice  was  adininistered  in . 
wardly,  nnd,  for  n  time,  conaidoiably 
abated  the  fury  ol  her  hun^jer. 

In  1823  she  consulted  M.  Descuret 
(the  reporter  of  the  case),  with  the  view 
of  ascertaining  whether  thrn'  were  any 
intestinal  worms.  He  admiuistered 
purg-ativcs ;  sereral  pieces  of  taenia  were 
expelled.  The  appetite  waa  oonaidera- 
blv  diminished,  and  she  was  satisfied 
with  five  pounds  of  bread,  and  two  or 
three  basons  of  soup  daily;  and  the 
"  gnmde  faam"  did  not  take  place  thia 
year,  and  indeed  did  not  return  until 
1828. 

As  ber  banger  decreased,  she  became 
intolerablir  Mieted  to  the  abuse  of  api. 
ritiyWhi^  in  time  brought  on  such  a 
depravalvm  of  appetite,  that  she  would 
devour  the  raw  lights  of  the  slaughtered 
animals,  and  afterwards  literally  bronse 
upon  prass.  In  July  1828,haviog  g"one 
to  her  "  favonnfe  pasturag'e"  !  ?  she  col- 
lected  a  quantity  of  gra.ss  and  butter- 
cups (ranunculus  aeris^,  which  she  eat 
for  supper.  DttripK  the  night  die  waa 
sf  izrff  with  torturin|r  pains  of  the  abdo- 
Tiu-ii — ^jaundice  ensueo,  and  she  died  in 
a  few  days. 

Di$§eeiion,^ThB  stomach  wia  small ; 
the  mucous  membrane  of  it,  and  also  of 
the  intestines,  was  inffimcd  in  patches, 
but  oUicrwise  healthy;  the  liver  waa 
i^ry  large ;  the  other  visGera  sound. 
The  condyles  of  the  inferior  maxilla 
were  literally  worn  away  !  For  furtlicr 
particulars,  we  refer  our  readers  to  Lbc 
Oeloher  No^  of  Broussais*  AnmaUt  de  U 
M44*. 


•  MccUco-Chliurf  ical  Rcrlew. 


LEGAL  CLAIMS  OF  GENERAL 
PRACTITIONERS. 

To  the  Editor  ^  ike  Meiieml  Gmxtite. 

Sir, 

Thf.  proceedings  of  the  north i-m  Col- 
leges upon  the  subject  of  the  Act  of  the 
mh  Geo.  III.  bavin  ^^  engaged  the  at* 
tentinn  of  the.  general  practitioners  of 
Kn<»^land  and  \\  ales,  I  beg-  leave  to  di- 
rect the  attention  of  the  licentiates  of  the 
Hall  to  a  point  of  importance  to  those 
g^entlemen  whose  vested  rights  are  tboa 
suddenly  about  to  be  abrogated.  Pre- 
viously, however,  to  the  enunciation  of 
the  proposition  in  queation,  I  beg  to  of. 
fer  a  few  preliminary  remarks  upon  the 
snhject  matter  under  consideration.  A 
legislative  act  of  the  Imperial  Parlia* 
ment  we  necessarily  consider  one  of  the 
moBX  solemn  guaranteea  of  the  private 
property  of  individuals  to  which  its  pro- 
tective clauses  may  extend.  I  take  it 
to  be  a  proposition  which  no  person 
may  contest  with  impunity,  that  when 
oiirr  thf  Hiirh  Court  of  ParliaTncnt  baa 
conditionally  guaranteed  certain  privi- 
lecfes  to  a  body  corporate,  that  upon  the 
fttUilment  of  thooe  conditions  t>y  the 
coiporatioTi  in  qiirstion,  the  Parliament 
is  bound  by  law  and  e<|uitv  to  p^»rffirm 
its  part  in  the  compact.  Couduional 
compacts  between  the  sovereign  and  iht 
subject  are  coeval  with  the  Britudi  con- 
stitution. All  the  real  and  persf>nal 
estates  of  the  subject  may  be  considered 
in  the  light  of  leaurea  helden  upon  spe- 
cific conditions.  ^  The  proprietors  of 
thrsp  estates  are,  in  the  eye  of  the  law, 
tenants;  the  thing  bolden  being  styled 
a  tenement,  and  tM  manner  of  their  pos. 
session  a  tenure.  £fen  the  lireeholds  of 
inlicntance  are  supposed  tn  hr  holden 
mediately  or  immediatelv  from  the  king, 
who  is  therefore  considfered  as  lord  pa- 
ramount of  all  the  property  in  the 
realm.  Thus  amongst  the  conditional 
compacts  we  have  the  niilitnrv  trniircs 
of  uie  Norman  Contjucrur:  but  that 
which  perhapa  la  more  to  the  point  in 
questifui — tlu*  soea^-e  tenure  without 
esc u. lire — a  tenure  ludden  from  a  supe- 
rior lord  upon  the  iulliiinent  of  certain 
atipulated  condidons.  This  apedea  of 
compact  is  defined  b^  Fleta,  *'  ex  dona- 
tioTitlMis  servitia  militaria  vel  magna 
i^crjautia  non  coutinentibus ;"  by  Lit- 
tleton, "  aa  a  tenement  hdd  of  the  lord 
hy  any  certiln  serrice.'*  The  original 
laws  of  the  socage  tenures,  spring-ing 
apparently  from  Uie  ancient  feudal  eu- 
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fcofuieiits,  were  cousoiulaltd  by  the  servient  to  tlic  public  welfare.  Tims 
Statute  of  I3tb  Carol.  II. ;  and  from  the  knowledg^e  acquired  became  a  mar- 
tli is  rons()li(lat«"'d  statute  may  be  deduced  ketable  commodit  v,  and  goveranieBt 
ihnKn  almost  infinite  ramifications  of  cii^:\>xM  to  become  ibc  vendees.  In 
chartered  privileges  which  are  stj'lcd  pursuance,  therefore,  of  this  scheme  of 
monopolies  in  the  present  day.  ^  ^  oompeosaUon  by  the  55  Geo.  III.  an 
Keeping*,  therefore,  in  view  the  origi-  authority  was  delegated  to  a  body  of 
nal  Nomrui  statutes  of  military  tenure,  indiridtials  to  carry  the  compulsory 
from  which  are  dcduciblc  the  socage  te-  clauses  into  execution,  and  this  body 
nnrea  before  us,  and  remembcruig  that  awumed  the  ttyle  and  title  of  **  Thm 
all  conditional  compacts  are  equallj  Coorl  of  Examiners  of  the  Company  of 
binding"  upon  botli  pnrtie<^,  we  will  pro-  Apothecaries  "  'f'liey  ha^l  the  power  of 
ceed  to  examine  how  iar  the  Imperial  prohibiting  individuals  from  practisin|r 
Parliament  ia  warranted  in  equitr  in  as  apodieeafies  who  had  not  qnalifiea 
die  abnugation  of  the  monopoly  of  the  themselves  according  to  the  statute  of 
Company  nf  A ])0thecarie8.  P?^viously  to  the  d5th,  Geo.  III. ;  for,  aliliou<jh  they 
the  enactment  uf  Statute  55,  Geo.  III.,  may  not  prescribe  the  speciiic  course 
the  medical  profession  in  Enjs^land  was  of  studies  to  be  i^ursned  by  the  candi« 
in  such  a  state  of  imperfection,  as  to  dates,  yet  anthon^  was  conveyed  to 
demand  the  intrrpositinii  nf  thr  T,rnm_  the  corporation  to  prescribe  such  by- 
lature.  A  bill  «as  therefore  broug^ht  laws,  for  the  better  education  of  the 
into  Parliament  to  rectify  the  abuses  candidates,  as  the  Court  might  seem 
wiiich  were  daily  committed ;  the  repre-  meet  and  proper.  Chartered,  therefore, 
sentatjves  of  the  people,  as  in  tiuty  by  Kino;- James  the  First,  and  con6rmea 
boiinfl,  and  the  lortls  spiritual  and  tern  in  their  peculiar  })rivilege8  by  the  55th 
]>oral^  concurred  in  toe  enactment  of  Geo.  III.  and  6iii  Geo.  IV.  Sec.  the 
eertam  restiietions  on  the  pmctice  of  oorporation  in  <|ue8tion  was  fully  autho- 
the  general  practitioners  of  England  rized  to  carry  into  eflfect  the  provisions 
and  Wale>*,  Nvliirb  restrictive  enactments  for  uhieli  it  was  established.  The  mo- 
became  the  law  of  tlie  land,  having  duly  uupoly  of  the  Licentiates  may  be  there- 
received  the  assent  of  the  King,  when,  fore  styled  an  equitable  monopoly,  the 
however,  the  restiicttve  enactments  ultimate  object  of  which  is  the  well- 
pa-;s4-d  the  Imperial  Le«»-iqlatijre,  it  was  being  of  the  public.  Under  this  equita- 
iiot  to  i>e  supposed  that  such  provisions  ble  monopoly,  certain  indemnifying  pri- 
would  be  carried  thnnigh  the  national  Tilegfes  were  veiUd  in  the  Ltcentutes. 
oiUQcils  without  some  protectory  stipu-  They  hsTe  performed  their  part  in  the 
lations.  The  law  w  i-^  necessarv  for  the  legral  covenant:  thev  have  nilfilled  the 
health  and  well-licin^  of  his  Maje.Hty'ii  conditions  stipulated  by  act  of  parlia- 
subjects,  enacted  for  the  express  pur-  ment ;  and  therefore,  having  purchased 
pose  of  furnishing  them  with  a  well-  the  privileges  as  their  iust  uaemnifica- 
organized  nnd  aceoniplished  band  of  tion,  T  contend  that  they  st  iiTi)  seised 
mi'Hv  nl  |»r  ictitioners  — of  ])erson-s  roni-  with  tb<  st'  privileg-es  and  inniiunities, 
pcLeut  to  undertake  tbc  ditfieult  task  of  and  that  the  legal  investiture  so  formed 
combatting  the  digca^m,  and  of  superin-  becomes  tfe  fae$0  the  private  property  of 
tendinis  th<'  puldic  health  of  the  com-  tlie  tenurees.  An  infringement,  there- 
munity.  The  statute  in  question  thus  fore,  of  these  privileges  amounts  to  a 
provided  for  one  principal  object— the  trespass — an  abrogation  to  a  positive 
public  wdftre.  This  provision  could  disi^eisin :  therefore,  if  a  devolution  of 
not  be  carried  into  effect  without  the  aid  the  legal  estate  takes  place,  it  can  be 
of  ]M'r<ons  properly  fjualificd  to  carry  e^Hivifb  red  in  no  other  light  than  that  of 
into  r»peratiou  ttie  enactments  of  parlia-  au  imperial  spoliation, 
ment;  therefore,  it  was  necessary  that  ^  What  remedy,  then,  baTc  the  Lieen- 
prrtperly  qualified  agents  should  ue  in-  tiates?  can  they  prosecute  the  legisla- 
duced  to  enter  into  the  nuional  <-om-  fure  as  trespassers,  or  indict  them  for 

}>act.    The  inducements  otiered  by  the  non-fulfilment  oi'  their  own  compacts? 

cgii^lature  were  certain  privilege  and  No ;  the  parliament  being  omnipotent 

immunities  as  a  compensation  to  the  in  national  aflairs,  can  be  cited  to  no 

part!P<;  "^urrrTKlrrins^  tnrir  time  and  de-  inferior  tribunal.    The  so\  (  reign  may 

voliug^  Uieir  talents  to  the  attainment  of  be  persuaded  in  his  own  courts,  but  can 

that  abstruse  and  peculiar  knowledge,  never  Ik:  compelled  to  rectilj  an  injury 

whieh  was  tfaenoelorth  to  be  made  tub.  unknowingly  committed  upon  the  sub- 
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jects;  c\ery  inrruiffojueiit,  tlierelore,  o(" 
the  public  or  private  tighU  of  indivi. 
diuila  committed  hy  the  royal  act,  rc- 
€|iures  that  the  kinff  should  be  iTtfomied 
in  liis  owu  courts  of  such  error,  for  it  is 
presumed  that  the  knowledge  of  a  re^al 
ajl^greMion  is  taiitamoirat  to  its  rectifica- 
tion. The  legislative  assenihly  briiipf 
the  highest  court  of  justice  in  the  realm, 
mast  necessarily  bare  the  principin  of 
justice  inherent  in  its  constitution.  It 
t  MTiTtnf,  tliorefore,  j^mnt  privilf'<«-pB  and 
Hiiiuuuities  in  order  to  ac<|uirc  the  ful- 
filment of  an  object  of  national  import- 
ance, and  as  soon  as  that  object  is  at* 
t.iinerl,  rofiisi'  the  compensation  award- 
ed, for  tliis  would  be  an  act  of  injus'tiee, 
and  therefore  could  not  he  sanctioned  in 
the  legislature.  Therefore,  if  parlia- 
ment in  its  wisdom  should  deem  it  expe- 
dient to  recal  its  solemn  guarantees, 
aud  to  ajiuihilate  the  privileges  of  the 
Licentiates,  it  is  bound,  hy  its  own  laws, 
to  INDEMNIFY  the  sufferers. 

If,  then,  the  act  now  befon'  tb*-  Select 
Committee  of  the  House  of  C  umuioiis 
pass  into  a  law,  the  legulati?e  compact 
w  ill  be  violated.  The  NorUiem  diplo- 
matists H  ill  practise  as  apofbeenries 
without  cxaminatitin,  and  the  meml>cn» 
of  the  Kojal  Colleges  may  demand  an 
examination  without  undergoing  the 
same  ovdeal  that  we  have  done.  Sow 
it  is  expressly  enacted  by  the  55th 
Geo.  Til.  that  no  person  shall  practise 
as  an  apothei  arv  without  serving  an 
apprenticeship  of  five  jear^  fn  an  apo- 
thecary; yet  in  the  amended  Bill,  the 
apprenticeship  clause  is  reduced  to  one 
year's  attendance  in  the  laboratory  of  a 
snrgfeon  or  ap<>tbrcarv.  Tlius  is  the 
former  act  %  irtually  repealed.  liCt  then 
the  Licentiates  keep  their  eyes  steadily 
ixed  on  the  pmgrcss  of  this  Bill ;  let 
them  }io»ir  in  petitions  for  immediate 
indemniHcation.  It  matters  not  whether 
the  admitted  be  Scotchmen  or  Irishmen, 
Medes,  Persians,  or  the  dwellers  in 
Mesopotamia,  the  compact  has  been 
vi(dated,  and  that  not  I the  guarantees, 
but  by  the  guarantors. 

If  the  Court  of  Examiners  had  been 
so  culpably  ne^ltfirent  of  their  duty  as 
to  set  on  sale  their  diplomas  to  pnr- 
chasers  without  reference  to  tlie  (  aj)a- 
bilities  of  the  candidates,  then,  indeed, 
might  they  have  justly  merited  the  in- 
dignation  an  t  %.  ngeance«»f  parliament, 
and  a  writ  of  t^no  warranto  njjninst  the 
corporation  might  have  been  a  suitable 


punishment.  But  let  us  look  at  the 
state  of  the  profeadon  now,  and  compare 

it  with  the  condition  in  which  it  ap. 
peared  %vhen  the  .'x'j  Geo  Ill.^va-;  called 
into  operation.  Theu  the  general  prac- 
titioners were,  comparatiTely  speaking, 
ignorant  of  the  fundamental  prineiplea 
of  physiology;  and  the  scientific  prar- 
tice  of  medicine  was  bjy  no  means  well 
undeiatood.  Now  the  immense  lield  ve. 
auired  by  the  Court  of  Examiners  Cur 
tiic  student  to  exercise  in,  and  the  more 
comprehensive  attainments  which  the 
Licentiates  arc  expected  to  exhibit,  have 
exalted  the  o-riieral  practitioners  in  the 
(•\rs  nf  tlio  scientifie  world.  Every 
curriculum  from  the  Hall  bears  indubi- 
table  testimony  of  the  indefatigable  cx> 
ertions  of  the  Court  of  Examiners  to 
el»'\  ate  the  professional  candidates  above 
the   buffoouerv    of  eharlatanism  and 

3uackery.  The  Court  has  therefore 
one  its'dntr — has  gained  the  a|)proha. 
tioti  of  the  LicentiaU's,  and  merited  the 
applause  of  parliament.  How,  then, 
soall  it  be  said  that  the  privileges  of 
their  Licentiates  are  to  be  reduced  to  a 
mere  bagatelle?— are  they  to  be  blown 
avv?y  by  the  northern  whirlwind,  "and, 
like  the  aiiy  fabric  of  a  v  t.sion,  leave  not 
a  wreck  bcAind  T  Have  the  licentiates 
been  chary  in  imparting  the  benefits  of 
their  knowledge  to  the  poor  and  neetlv 
in  the  moment  of  tribulation  and  an- 
guish ?  Who  came  forwards  in  the  hoar 
of  battle,  when  the  pestilence  tolled  the 
knell  of  horror  and  mortality  ovcrthe«5o 
shuddering  inlands  ?  Who  entered  the 
dens  of  desolation,  and,  without  fee  or 
compensation,  the  cavcnis  of  penury 
and  prostitution — those  damp  deep  cel- 
lars of  wretchedness  and  mist  rv,  m  here 
the  devouring  plafi^ue  was  holding  its 
abominable  revels  r—*the  members  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Sunfeons  and 
Licentiates  of  the  Hail — the  geneial 
practitioners!  Aud  for  tiiesc  notable 
professional  services— for  the  immense 
sacrifices  which  you  then  made— fin*  all 
the  personal  pains  and  penalties  you 
then  endured — bow  has  parliament  re« 
warded  yon  ?  Verily,  your  icward  ia 
yet  to  come,  sons  of  Aselepiades!  in 
the  ««plendid  spectacle  of  ar^u  r^f  Tii('T»t«» 
and  confiscations— of  vested  rights  aud 
chartered  privileges  annulled  and  anni'> 
hilated— of  solemn  compacts  and  legal 
co\  enants  trampled  into  the  dust  f  ir  ever! 
Rut  this,  to  he  »ure,  is  the  snirit  of  the 
age.   If  reform  in  our  public  institu- 
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tions  means  a  et>iitcniptuuus  violation  of 
all  chartered  r'n^hta  and  legal  compacts, 
then  w  oe  to  the  reformed ! 

The  wkmmg  ener^es  of  the  Parlu- 
meiit  Jiave  been  extended  to  those  torrid 
sones  where  colonial  property  depends 
for  eziftteticc  upon  its  supreme  jurisdic- 
tion; but  there,  when  ]imate  firopcrty 
was  ttespassed  apon,  indemnification 
was  awanh  d.  Tii  a  iiei|Ej"hbourinqf  i?»le, 
where  the  property  of  the  church  was 
encrtA^ed  upon,  ^vernuient  awarded 
a  species  of  indemuification  in  the  shape 
of  a  purchase  of  tithes  rctrosjiectivcl.v ; 
and  shall  it  be  said  that  the  Liceutiates 
of  the  Hall,  amounting*  to  ten  thousand 
respectable  individuals,  shall  suffer  a 
disfranchisement  without  indomnifica- 
tiun  ?    No:  such  a  breach  of  faith  iu 

Jrovemment  would  tend  to  shake  the 
oundation  of  public  trust,  and  insinuate 
a  thousand  alarms  to  those  whose  pro- 
pei-ty  is  iramediatdjr  dependent  on  the 
i^nslattve  wiJL 

^ttt  what  maf  be  the  amount  of  the 
daims  of  the  Licentiates  upon  govem- 
lueut  ?  The  income  of  the  Liceuf i;tte«i 
4>t  the  Uall  may  be  calculalcii  ut 
8,€<XI,00OJL  per  annum.  Now  for  the 
spoliation  of  these  privUe^pea,  and  tlie 
partial  annihilation  of  this  income,  what 
Mideumity  will  govt^rumeat  award 
Peibaps  Lord  Altborp  may  favour  the 
Editor  of  the  London  Medical  Gazette 
with  his  eaKulatinfis  These  subjects 
are  merely  thrown  out  as  delicate  hints 
to  our  professional  brethren,  respecting 
their  pecuniary  losses  iu  expectaucy. 
As  for  the  profession,  the  injury  whicJi 
it  will  sustain  no  necuniarj  inderonifica- 
tioucan  repair.  J  lie  general  practition- 
ers will  cease  to  reuin  the  confidence  of 
the  jMiblii-,  and  the  cnrrinil?im  of  tin' 
Half  nuiy  be  expected  to  graduate  to  the 
zero  of  professional  qualiliealiona. 
I  remain,  sir. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  John  Tuomas. 

7»  Blcbmond-Row,  Llrerpool, 
Jnly4»  WIS. 


ON  DISPENSARY  ASSOCUTIONS. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

SfR, 

If  vftnr  pages  will  allow  of  it,  perhaps 
jrou  uiU  insert  the  following  remarks  on 
wbat  are  called  Self-supporting  Dispen- 
saries;  and  I  am  the  more  anxious  jroa 


should  do  so,  as  there  arc  one  or  two 
recomnaiulations  in  a  letter  IVom  Mr. 
Jones,  of  Derby,  last  week*,  which  I 
do  not  think  the  most  conducive  to  the 
interests  of  these  instittitious. 

The  great  ditliriihv  in  establishing 
them  has  almost  iiiv  unubiy  been  the  op- 
position of  the  medical  men,  afraid  of 
their  own  interests.  To  shew  them, 
however^  how  unfounded  this  fear  is,  I 
would  take  the  liberty  of  referring  them 
to  a  paper  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Re- 
port of  the  Poor  Law  Commission  (it  is 

Imnted  in  folio,  for  the  use  of  thcnieni- 
»ers),  where  there  is  rather  a  detailed 
account  of  these  Dispensaries.  It  be- 
gins I  v  I  ndearouring  to  remove  the 
elji(.-r  difliciiltv,  and  slieuiiiii-  tliat  It  is 
the  interest  of  the  medical  men  to  sup- 
port them.  The  argument  is,  thai  the 
poor  who  live  by  labour  without  capital, 
may  be  divided  into  tlIo^e  mIio  are  not 
only  independent  now,  but  can  also  pre- 
pare for  sickness  and  age  by  joining  a 
dub ;  2dlj,  those  who  are  independent 
now,  but  cannot  prepare  for  cither; 
and,  3illy,  fbe  |»nrni  hial  poor.  Now  it 
is  not  very  ditlicuU,  iu  some  parishes,  to 
enlcuiate  what  these  three  classes  pay 
for  medicine  and  attendance,  and  we 
know  fmm  medical  men,  in  some  in- 
stances, what  they  do  pay,  as  far  as  the 
profits  from  these  classes  can  he  sepa- 
rated from  oilier  profits.  Again:  it  is 
nf>f  vrrv  difheult  to  shew  what  the  same 
tliree  classes  would  pay  if  tlicy  sub- 
scribed to  a  Dispensary,  and  if  the 
rich,  as  is  itniposcd,  added  something 
also;  ami  tiie  ton(ln>i(in  is,  that  the 
niedi«:^l  men  would  gain  more  money 
than  they  do  at  present,  whilst  there  arc 
instances  to  prove  that  they  have  so 
uraincd.  Not  that  every  medit  al  man 
will  gain  moro-iji  every  case  :  ior,  \>m\ 
as  the  present  system  is,  thai  indi\  idual 
who  can  secure  to  himsdf  all  the  direct 
and  greater  indirect  advantages  from  it 
will  not  he  benefitted,  thftn£»^li  the  pro- 
fession collectively  would  be  so. 

Harni||^  endeavoured  to  shew  this  at  - 
length  in  the  paper  alluded  to,  I  have 
then  comparca  the  oritfiiml  rules  of  Mr. 
Smith  with  the  difiereui  modifications  of 
them  which  have  already  been  adopted 
in  different  circumstances,  and  shewn, 
bv  the  results  of  t  vpericnce,  wbidi  of 


*See  p.  355,  «ltf«.  W«  biiv*  to  spologixv  to 
I>r.  Cklttrt  for  so  long  deferring  tii«  patiUcstlon 

of  bis  litxtr  i  bnt  It  wm  donv  with  the  tntetiUon 

oCleUiiiL'  h'i  n  nKir^:-:  .ijij  ■  ,ir  ■;lmtiUnnciiusIy  with 
our  own,  \\h\ch  \vc  UuTe  nut  been  aiiltt  tu  tiud  room 
AwlUlamrt 
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them  are  best  a<lm{ite«l  to  Mciire  the  cor- 
dial fO-ojxTritiini  of  the  liirtlical,  the 
honorary  sub&cnbors,  and  the  poor.  The 
details  siren  on  tlicse  pointH,  and  on 
the  resofu  of  the  trials  already  in.ida, 
bein^  more  co])inus  there  than  I  have 
seen  elsewhere,  1  would  take  the  liberty 
of  suggesting  their  perusal  to  those  who 
wish  Tor  infonnation  on  the  sabject.  and 
particularly  to  those  who  would  gladly 
assist  if  lliey  had  rea^oiiahle  assurance 
tliat  they  would  not  !>acrilice  their  inte- 
rests 10  their  philanthropy. 

I  should  not  veeomniend  the  Derby 
Dispensary  as  a  model:  indeed  it  has 
been  too  expensive  to  be  ad<^ted  in 
most  places:  the  practice  of  hvringf 
dbarity  patients,  and  of  naWngf  Ibr  the 
medicine  of  th("-e  owt  oi  the  sum  in- 
tended for  the  meiiical  men,  makes  their 
remuneration  iuadequute  ;  and,  besides, 
numbers  of  poor  arc  tempted  to  beg  for 
eliarity  tiekets  when  they  might  pay  for 
themselves.    I  believe  it  will  he  found, 
from  the  statements  I  have  there  triveu, 
that  it  is  generally  best  not  to  allow  of 
diarity  tickets  at  all,  and  to  ensure  to 
the  medical  men  two-thirds  of  the  in- 
dependent  subscriptions.    If  the  ex- 
penses of  medieine  and  management  are 
not  paid  by  the  other  one-thifd,  the  do- 
ficieno'S'  "honhl  he  mndeg'»>odby honorary 
suhscnptions  Irom  the  rich.   This  plan 
alone  nudies  it  the  eonunon  inteMst  of 
themediealmenaad  of  the  committee  to 
increase  the  number  of  independent  poor 
subscribers:  the  former  see  tliat  two> 
thirds  of  the  subscription,  regularly  and 
certainly  paid,  is  better  than  their  prc- 
seTit  strite,  r\nd  thr  romnitttee  see  that 
the  proportional  expenses  of  medicines, 
&c.  decrease  with  the  increase  of  the 
members.    I  will  not  here  go  into  the 
details  as  to  what  the  stibscriptions  ou^ht 
to  he,  and  iiow  thcv  are  to  Hp  nioilihed 
bj  joumies — how  the  parish  pour  are  to 
be  admitted,  (Sec.  &c.— nor  will  I  aaj 
more  of  the  henefits  to  be  derived  from 
these  "  Dispensary  Associations,*'  (pro- 
perly tliey  arc  not  Self-supportinff,)  uiau 
aasnre  jm  that,  aflar  a  eafefiO  eensi. 
deratiim  of  almost  every  trial,  success- 
ful  and  not  yet  made,  I  believe  they  com- 
bine the  interests  of  the  philanthropist, 
tlie  medical  man,  aod  the  poor,  better 
than  any  plan  which  haa  yet  been  pro- 
posed for  that  object. 

I  remain,  sir, 
Tonr  obedient  serrant, 

J.  M.  GALTsaT,  M.D. 


ANALYSES  amd  NOTICES  or  BOOKS. 


**  L'Aateur  se  tu9  k  aUoagcr  ce       l«  le«lc«r  tc 
M*  ^  Sbflfer.**— D*Ai.BinisaT. 


The  Infirmities  of  Genius  ittuHrated 
hi/  rrffrr'nii;  the  Anomalies  in  the 
Literary  Character  to  the  Habits 
and  ConhiUvtioMitl  Pme%UimHtie$  of 
Men  of  Genius,  By  R.  K.  Madden, 
Est).  Author  of  "Travels in Tiukej," 
^c.    lu  Twu  Volumes. 

The  title  nf  this  work,  we  rather  think, 
is  calculated  tu  mislead;  it  is  SM>mewhat 
too  flMtaphysical.  One  wonM  evpeetto 
find  here  nothing  mom  than  a  series  of 
essays,  like  D'Tsraeli's,  on  thp  literaiy 
character,  whereas  the  main  object  M 
Mr.  Madden*a  hook  is  to  deaenoe  fhe 
-besetting  bodily  infirmities  of  Htemiy 
men,  and  to  exjdain  bow  they  j^T^nertite 
and  inttuence  those  peculiarities  by 
which  the  children  ot  genius  are  so 
eommonly  distinguished.  The  aofhot 
is  not  nnKTi  nni  to  our  readers,  who  may 
recollect  the  interestintif  pns^ajjes  which 
we  some  time  ago  exlracleU  from  his 
Travels;**  he  b  a  medieal  man,  and 
as  such,  bas,  as  he  is  well  aware,  pe- 
culiar advanta^s  in  analysing  human 
cliaracter.  In  alluding  to  the  bio^- 
pher  of  Bitnia,  he  makes  the  followmg 
judicious  ohaervations  :— 

"  It  is  rarely  the  lot  of  a  Way  wan! 
child  of  genius  to  have  a  Currie  ibr  his 
historian^  and  hence  is  ft  thAt'ftalltlea, 
whieh  might  imve  awalcened  sympathy, 
arc  now  mily  mooted,  tf)  he  remembered 
witli  abhorrence.  It  is  greatly  to  bo  re- 
gretted that  eminent  medieal  men  are 
not  often  to  be  met  with  4|naliM,  like 
Dr.  Currie,  1)}  literary  attainrnrnt^,  as 
well  as  protessioiial  ability,  tor  iinder- 
taking»  of  this  kind.  No  class  of  men 
have  the  means  of  obtaining  so  intimate 
a  knowledg"e  of  human  nature,  so  fa- 
miliar an  acquaintance  witli  the  un- 
masked miud.  The  secret  thoughts  of 
the  invalid  aw  as  obvious  as  the  symp. 
toms  of  his  disease:  there  is  no  deeep- 
tion  in  the  sick  chamber  ;  the  veil  nf  x}\e 
temple  is  removed,  and  humamty  iies  i/e- 
lore  the  attendant,  in  all  its  tnith,  in  all 
\\&  helplessness,  and  Ibr  the  honourable 
phy«;ician  it  lies — if  we  may  be  allowed 
the  expression — in  ail  its  holiness.  No 
fluch  medical  attendant,  we  venture  to 
aaiert,  ever  went  through  a  long  life  of 
practice,  and  had  reason  to  think  wdkae 
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of  hU  lellow-men,  for  the  knowlcdt^^c  of  Nuveliats  and  HiMeUanc  ) 

hunianity  be  obtained  at  the  betUsidt-  uf      ''""^  Authors  J  ''^t 

dieiiick.  Farfromitfthcmisiutelligeiice,   Diammists  1249  62 

Uie  raiflftpprelieusion,  that  in  society  are  Authowon  NAtnndReligioa 

the  groinwUeM  source  of  the  animosi-   

ties  which  put  eveu  the  feelin^^s  of  tbe  Whence  we  may  very  clearly  infer, 

philanthropist  to  the  test,  air  h.-r.  uii-  ^i,,,  tW  purs„its-'m  wliich  the^in.ajd- 

known;  the  only  wonder  uf  the  ^.liysi.  nation  is  nlost  largely  evert.  , 1  are  tlie 

aan      that  amidst  so  much  suffering  as  unfav  ourable  to  longevity  1  aud 

he  18  daily  called  te  >v  ,tne*«,  human  na-  ^y,^  average  life  of  the  poet  is  proVed  lo 

ture  should  be  presented  to  his  view  m  aboutTne-fourth  shorter  than  that  of 

so  Kood,  and  not  uulrequeutly  m  so  the  natural  philosopher.    The  fact  I)c  in- 

noble,  an  aspect  H,U8  establUcd,  tW  author  goes  inu. 

From  hex'  remarks  the  reader  may  the  reasons  of  these  dkemitiSi  in  the 

fijather  t^he  prmciple  on  which  the  an-  duration  of  life,  and  aownints  for  them 

thor  of  the  v^oiuruea  before  us  treat*  the  ^ery  ably  and  iiitfenionslv     We  rr-rct 

nental  ^l^Vftm  of  Pone,  Cowner,  that  ourlimits  do  not  allow  us  to  fuflow 

Byron  Burns,  JohnBon,  ana  other  illiis-  ^gularly  through  his  interesting 

^iZ]    W^^'""r'"'".^  ""'^"''^"^  Pfess  but  iere  ai?  a  few  miseelhf- 

nouces.    We  know  lew  themes  laore  iu-  „eou8  remarks  and    passajros  which 

TT'^  M—S*^ i»  P^^'^J  work, 

so  deplomhlj  negligent  of  theirTieallh,  that  may  not  be*inappropriately  exl 

th:it  living"  on,  as  many  of  them  do,  to  a  tracted.                    » «    i       J  ^-^ 

KjMid  old  age,  they  cannot  but  be  a  Among  the  various  theories  iiiciden- 

atanding  ^mmdox  to  many  reflecUng  taUy  discus^,  we  find    the  author 

h  K  J^'x/Ux  ^.-^  «  ^ IT"*  «troiigly  supporting  Sir  H.  Davy^s  no- 
ouoted  by  Mr.  Afadden),  "  soholai«  are  tion  of  the  aentity  of  the  electrii^l  and 
the  most  foolish  men  in  the  world;  the  nervous  energy.  The  biograi.herof 
other  men  look  to  thcu-  tools;  a  painter  Davy  has  ventured  to  call  tins  '  a  ihe- 
wiU  wash  hi.  penola-a  smitli  will  ory  which  has  scarcely  a  parallel  in  ex- 
look  to  his  han„ner-a  husbandman  travagance  and  absurdity;"  hut  Mr. 
will  mind  his  plougl.-,rons_a  hunts-  Madfen.  influeneed  hy  what  he  con- 
man  will  have  a  care  of  hjs  huunds-a  eeives  to  be  wei.rh, >  reasons,  and  which 
musieian  of  h»  Inte 5  scholars  alone  iie-  ^e  sets  forth  at  fen^h,  has  uo  hcsitaUon 
gleet  that  n.slrument  w  Inch  they  daily  i„  ^ji^^  that  Dr.Ta^ls's  nnnark  •*  has 
use  by  which  they  rang^  over  the  no  parallel  in  presumpUon."  We  can. 
world  and  which  by  study  is  much  con-  „oi  enter  into  an  examfiiation  of  the  sub- 

There  is  a  curious  tehk  given  W  Mr.  least  tnteivsdng  porUon  of  the  work  be- 

Madden,  which  '•hews  how  strikinpflv  f,>ro  ns                                       •  «^ 

the  longeviiy  ul  literary  men  is  iuHii-  when  Dr.  Johnson  was  ahout  tuenty 

eneed  b^v  the  pa rticniar  line  of  study  ui  ^^ears  of  age,  full  of  hypochondria,  he 

which  they  are  engagtKl.    The  namM  Sww  upalbUf  his  InlfrJaitiesfor  a  Di- 

::t  d^^w"  ii[  ^7crof~;i^;bir  r  •"^  ^^^^^^^^^  ^  ^^'y. 

»ei  uown  in  eacn  01  twelve  taui*»,  ac-  quine^.  importnifr  thit  the  description 

cording  as  they                  or  moral  of  sympiuiis  which  v.  ere  detaile<l  Ldi" 

nhilosopbers,  medical  authors,  and  ao  oatiA  afatuf«  prhmtum  of  reason.  One 

iorth  ;  their  afres  are  then  cast  np,  an  can  readily  imagine  what  an  effect  such 

aveiTjp  IS  struck,  and  the  result  is  as  a  conmHunration  must  have  had  upon 

roltowa: —  the  habiluaiiy  gloomy  student. 

Afffregau  Ajtfifc  ««  No  onc,  indeed,  can  w  onder ''  savn 

Xatui.inuloso,>hers....r^i      T  Mn  M^^^^^^ 

Moral  PhUosoplU  UI7      70  T^""      •""^"l  ''^ 

Sculpiors  and  Painters.  .  .  1413      70  ^ows  hciur^  aU  bis  luture  hopes  of 

Authors  on  Law  andJu-^,^      ^  worldly  happmess:  the  only  wonder  is, 

rispnidencc  ^  I8M      vB  that  a  phvsieian  could  be  found  so  igno. 

Medical  Authors  ]j|68      68  r;iiit  »>!  f^e  moral  duties  of  his  calling. 

Authors  on  Revealed  lie- /             ^  or  so  reckless  of  the  leeliiiL;s  f»f  a  nie- 

ligion  J  J«»u      w  lancholy  man,  as  to  implaui  the  very 

Philologists  ]as3      G<>  notion  m  his  mind  which  it  was  his  bn. 

Musical  Compoienr  ism     ^  Msess  to  endearour  to  eiadicate,  if  al- 
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ready  fixed  there — iiamclv,  that  mad- 
ness "  as  to  l>r  the  teniiiiiation  of  his 
disease.  \N  as  this  doctor  simple  enough 
to  imagine,  that  there  is  any  tbiii|r  m 
genius  which  renders  the  inteUect  better 
able  to  sijpnort  prosj)fCtive  evil,  or  the 
un(lis«-uisca  ijrotfnosis  of  a  fearful  ma- 
ladv,  than  the  bumble  facilities  of  an 
ordinary  niiiul?  Simple  indeed  he 
\k  ou\d  he  to  think  so,  and  little  ac<|uain(- 
ed  witli  hinnan  nature. 

"But  the  error,  we  well  know,  is 
daily  committed  bj  the  inexperienced, 
of  supposinj^  that  literarv  men  are  ])os- 
sosscu  of  strens;-th  of  mind  that  may  en- 
able them  to  rise  sujicrior  to  the  fears 
and  apprehensions  of  the  common  inva- 
lid, and,  conscouentlv,  that  all  reserve 
is  to  he  laiil  aside,  and  the  real  condition 
of  such  patients  freely  and  fearlessly  ex- 
hibited to  their  view.  This  is  a  great 
mistalce :  the  most  powerful  talents  are 
generally  united  with  the  acntest  sensi- 
bility, and  iu  dealing  with  such  cases 
the  considerate  pbTsician  has  to  encou* 
v^pe,  and  not  to  depress,  the  invalid: 
to  tem]K*r  candour  with  delicacy;  and 
firmness,  above  all  things,  with  gentle- 
ness of  manner,  and  even  Idndness  of 
heart  If  it  be  essential  in  one  disease 
more  than  another  for  the  physician  to 
command  the  confidence  of  his  patient, 
to  engage  his  respect,  and  to  convince 
him  of  the  personal  interest  that  is  taken 
in  his  health  and  well-being— that  dts- 
oasc  is  morbid  melancholy." 

The  chapter  on  tlie  last  moments  of 
men  of  genius  is  written  with  mudi 
fiirce,  anais  full  of  interest.  There  is 
one  topic  in  it  which  we  eaniiot  omit  to 
notice — the  explanation  and  illusiralion 
of  the  "  lightness  before  death,"  familiar 
to  ancient  observers,  and  ]ioi>idar  still 
among  the  peasantry  in  some  European 
countries.  Sir  U.  Haiford  not  lung 
aincedrew  attention  once  more  to  the 
subject;  and  Mr.  Madden  so  reasonably 
accounts  for  the  phemrnx  na,  that  we  are 
tempted  to  ^ive  uis  words: — 

In  trutti,  this  lifirbtiug  up  of  the 
mind  amounts  to  nothing  more  than  a 
pleasurable  exciting  condition  of  the 
mental  faculties,  following  peHiaps  a 
state  of  previous  torpor,  and  continuing 
a  few  hours,  or  oftentimes  moroentSt  be- 
fore dissolution.  Tliis  rousing-  up  of 
the  mind  is  probably  produced^ by  the 
stiuiulus  of  dark  venous  blood  circulat. 
inir  through  the  arterial  v  essels  of  the 
brain,  in  consequenr<>  *d  ttie  imperfect 
oxygenation  of  ibc  biuod  iu  the  lungs, 
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whose  delicate  :iir-eells  become  impeded 
by  th«'  d<']iosifinn  of  mueiis  on  the  sur- 
face, wiiich  there  is  not  sutticicnt  energy 
in  the  absorbents  to  remove,  and  hence 
arises  the  rattling  in  the  throat  whidb 
commonly  precedes  death  *. 

••••       *  ' 

*'  The  efl'ect  of  this  new  stimulus  of 
dark-coloured  blood  in  the  arterial  ves. 
sels,  appears  strongly  to  resemble  the 
exhilarating  effects  of  opium,  inasmuch 
as  physical  pain  is  lulled,  the  sensations 
soothed,  and  the  imagination  exalted. 
Lonjar-forj^otten  pleasures  are  recalled, 
old  familiar  faces  arc  seen  in  the  mind*s 
eye,  and  well-reniembered  friends  arc 
communed  with,  and  the  imaginative 
power  of  giving  a  real  presence  to  the 
shadowy  reprt^ductitius  of  memory  ta 
busil  y  emph»yed,  and  a  sort  of  delirium, 
or  raiiier  of  mental  exaltation,  is  the 
consequence,  in  which  a  rapid  ancees- 
sion  of  ideas,  in  most  instances  appa* 
rently  of  an  agreeable  nature,  pass 
through  t)ie  mind,  and  the  sense  of 
bodily  pain  to  all  appearance  is  wholly 
overpowered.  These  phenomena  were, 
perhaps, never  morestnkin<jfly  exiiibitrd 
than  in  the  case  of  the  late  Mr.  Salt. 
The  last  three  or  four  days  of  his  life, 
hia  mind  seemed  to  have  regained  all  its 
former  activity.  He  spoke  iu  various 
languages  to  his  attendants,  some  of 
which,  as  the  Amharic,  he  had  not  used 
for  many  years;  he  composed  some 
verses  that  referred  to  his  previous  sufL 
ferings,  and  repeated  them  with  great 
energy  to  the  friend  who  accompanied 
him.  The  prophetic  spirit  which  in 
some  dejTfrce  issupposi  d,  ly  the  authors 
we  have  alluded  to,  (■>  lie  attained  by 
the  tlyiug,  was  likewise  aimed  at, 
thougli  not  attained  in  this  instance— 
for  poor  Salt  frequently  predicted  that  be 
would  die  on  a  Thnrscfaj',  but  the  pre* 
diction  was  not  accomulished.'* 

Of  the  sketches  of  character  presented 
to  us  by  Mr.  :Nradden,  that  of  Cowper  is 
tl)e  one  wliich  pleases  us  most.  It  is 
the  only  approach  to  a  rational  bio<£ra. 
phy  of  that  amiable  and  higbly-gitied 
poet  that  has  yet  been  oflwred  to  the 
public.  The  author  divests  poor  Cow- 
per's  malady  of  the  obscurity  and  niys- 
teiy  in  which  it  hss  been  involved  ;  and 
shews  how  terribly  all  the  symptoms 
were  aggravated  by  the  counsel  and 


♦  In  the  (Juartirly  lUvlcw  for  April,  the  ex- 
planntloii  i>f  tli.-  pli< nomena  hen*  gUncrd  nt  >• 
Kt  nsibly  and  intclligiblj  given,  aod  may  be  w> 
f.  rred  to  with  advaotagerorlaffer  tnfemutlao  on 
UUe  •ul>Jeit. 
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onnvn-vatioii  ofinjudicious  people.  Thr 
leadiu«j"  eveiitein  the  hiitory  of  C'm\  ucr's 
Mufleriujfs,  so  fur  as  they  concenieu  his 
bealtb,  and  consequently  his  happiness, 
may  be  summed  up  in  ft  \v  ^ords.  From 
his  (Nirln-st  TP.'ir>,  he  was  dflirato  in 
couMtituLiuu  and  timid  in  disoofiilion. 
Excessive  applicatioii  to  pro^ssiona] 
studies  in  the  Tt  ninlc  increased  the  de- 
licacv  of  his  health  ;  the  nervous  sys- 
tem and  the  cerebral  organs  became 
distorbed  or  disordered  in  their  fiiiie> 
tions;  and  bis  natural  timidity  merged 
into  a  morbid  sensibility,  whirri  wholly 
disqualitied  him  for  the  active  duties  of 
that  profeauon  in  which  he  had  heen 
so  improperly  plaecd.  The  derange. 
Mient  of  his  healtn  having*  obli^-«'d  him  to 
go  to  the  sea>coai(t,  he  visited  ^>ouUjamp- 
loa,  and  there  his  imagination  converted 
the  sudden  appearance  of  a  burst  of 
Kunshine  into  a  ri^ihb'  ninniftstation  of 
the  presence  of  the  Deity.  The  terror 
of  a  public  appearance  at  the  bar  of  the 
House  of  Lonls,  so  injudiciously  urg'ed 
'n"  fVii'tids,  (jiiitr  broke  dowti  ffic 

little  aptitude  that  was  still  in  him  to 
niing^lo  ill  the  business  of  public  life, 
lie  btH;arae  the  victim  of  hypochondria^ 
The  vision  at  Southampton  nrvcr  was 
forvTottrn :  it  was  a  warning*  which  he 
had  iieg:lected:  rc})entance — remorse — 
despair^-werethedreadful  consequences. 
He  always  maintained  that  there  was 
1M»  hope  for  him  here  or  In  r<  after. 
The  womler,  incleed  the  miiaele,  is,  that 
the  poor  monomaniac  could  have  achiev. 
ed  such  admirable  performances,  and 
so  contranted,  as  tlu-  Homer  and  the 
Uymus,  during^  the  short  iatcnals  of 
his  melancholy  disorder. 

In  sketching  the  career  of  Sir  Walter 
Scott,  and  tioticing'  tlir  inrttKtiro  which 
the  steady  habits  and  physical  ]m;cu- 
Jiarities  of  that  ^at  man  bad  upon  the 
even  tenor  of  hia  life^  the  author  takes 
occasion  to  intersp«  r^f"  many  sound  me- 
dical preceuts,  touching'  the  reg-ulation 
uf  diet  and  exercise.  It  is  worth  ob- 
serving that  Mr.  Madden,  apparently 
tliron^ni  a  well-conccivrd  ap]>n'Iu  n>ion 
of  the  possibi]it\  ol  hislxMik  not  Ix-com- 
in^  popular,  shuuld  it  be  Um  medical, 
has  ingeniously  reserved  most  of  his 
professional  hints  for  his  concluding^ 
p.Tlfr'*.  What  be  says,  for  example, 
about  the  importance  of  fricliou,  is  to- 
wards the  conclusion  of  the  aeocmd  vo. 
luroe :  we  shall  abstract  it,  as  it  is  prac 
tical. 

Il  hs  the  mc^de  of  apply  uig  friction 


by  means  of  the  ncsli-brn^li,  that,  in 
the  author's  opinion,  readers  it  so  unpo- 
pular. A  simple  glove,  made  of  com- 
mon white  drugget,  without  divisions 
for  (he  finq-ors,  except  for  the  thumb,  is 
the  best  thini^  that  can  be  used  for  the 
extremities;  anil  a  cummoii  flesh -brush, 
covered  with  the  same  material,  with  a 
handle  about  fifteen  inches  in  lenijth,  is 
by  far  the  most  convenient  and  effectual 
mode  of  applying  friction  to  the  body. 
•*  We  are  so  tlwrouffhly  convinced," 
says  Mr.  Madden,  "  of  the  utility  of  the 
chafing  pflove,  that  lio\v<-ver  mi.splaccd 
the  mention  of  it.s  adv  ania«;es  may  seem 
to  be  in  these  ])ages,  westifi  moststrenu- 
onaly  venture  to  recommeiMl  lis  employ- 
nient  to  those  who  have  most  nee<l  of 
exercise  and  least  inclination,  or  perhaps 
opportunity,  to  take  it;  to  those  who  are 
deprived  hy  their  pursuits  of  tliat  iiisen*. 
sible  secretion  of  the  skin  which  is  es- 
sential to  healtli,  and  the  obstruction  of 
which  (as  we  have  seen  iu  the  case  of 
die  unmrtunate  Cowpei)  is  frequentlv 
tlir  cause  of  the  gravest  maladies  which 
attlict  humanity. 

To  the  medical  man  who  has  literary 
patients  to  deal  w  ith — and  who  that  baa 
patients  at  all,  at  the  present  day,  has 
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tribe? — toliterai  v  un  a  tbem!»ch es,  and 
to  the  public  generally,  who  would  at 
lea.st  be  amused,  if  not  instructed,  we 
would  stroD^'ly  recommend  the  perusal 
of  these  volumes. 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

SutwnUy,  July  1833. 

*'  TJcet  omrihuK,  llcct  ctlam  mlhl,  dignitatem 
ArtiM  Hetiic»  tueri  i  potevtu  tncKlo  vcaieodi  In 
pubttcnm  ilt,  4fcta<ll  pertcoloia  noa  rtcom.** 

Ctcaae. 

SELF-SUPPORTING  DISPEN- 
SARIES. 

Since  last  we  called  the  attention  of  our 
readers  to  tbesubjcctof  Self-supporting 
Diapenaaries—  nowseveralmonths  ago — 

experience  has  been  every  day  adding 
its  sanction  to  the  system ;  the  mists  of 
prejudice  and  error  \^  hich  were  raised 
by  some,  who  fancied  themselves  inte- 
rested iu  i»hewijig  opposition,  have  been 
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gra<!nally  (ii>i)el1e(l,  or  are  become  so 
trausparcut  tliat  there  is  no  long-er  any 
difficulty  in  oliiaiuiug  au  unobstructed 
view  of  its  simple  mode  of  working. 
It  b  true  that  the  sphere  of  those  Dis- 
pensaries is  as  jtt  cemparatiTel  J-  lindt- 
ed,  and  that  their  progress  in  hecoming 
multiplied  rhroughout  the  countij  is  not 
▼erj  impid.  This,  faofwerer,  we  ate  eon- 
fident  is  owing  to  nothing  heavy  or  on- 
manageable  in  their  tnacliincry,  but 
lather,  perhaps,  to  the  habitual  dislike 
of  innoTation,  for  which  the  steadier 
classes  of  people  in  this  country  are 
distinguished: — though  certainly  the 
cbarefc  of  innovation  is  scarcely  anv 
long^er  applicable  to  tbe  %Self-support- 
ing  Dispensaries :  tbat  of  Soutbani, 
tbe  first  fruilH  of  Mr.  Smitb's  bene- 
volent exertions,  bas  been  instituted 
now,  we  think,  about  ten  yeai-s; 
many  others  have  been  gradually  esta- 
blished since ;  the  Derby  has  had  a  suc- 
ecasful  trial  of  aboot  three  years,  and 
the  Coreotry  Dispensary  ia  flooiishing 
for  aboTe  two.  Of  these  and  sereral 
others  we  have  received  accottnto  ftom 
gentlemen  on  whose  candour  we  place 
evety  reliance:  some  of  these  accounts 
we  have  published,  and  some  have  been 
i/ncn  to  die  public  through  otliersources. 
There  is,  we  repeat,  no  novelty  about 
the  system ;  its  details  and  its  results 
are  no  secrets;  and  it  is  high  time, 
wc  think,  fvv  nil  ihosv  who  are  adro- 
rrtlcs  for  the  amelioration  of  the  physical 
and  nioral  state  of  the  people,  as  well 
as  for  the  comfort  and  respect  ibilily 
especially  of  C(mTitry  practitioiurs,  to 
c<nne  fonvard  and  put  their  good  designs 
into  execution. 

There  has  been,  as  all  the  world  knows, 
a  great  Society  estabKdbed  among  us 
within  the  last  few  years— we  mean 
that  for  the  Difliision  of  Useful  Enow- 
ledge.  Would  that  this  body  began  at 
the  right  end,  or  that  at  least  it  be- 
stowed some  little  share  of  its  atten- 
tion to  promote  what  would  really 


tend  tu  the  diffusion  of  useful  know- 
ledge !  Here  would  be  a  topic  and  a 
theme  for  the  inculcation  of  nouiuI  prin- 
ciples. Let  ihe  principle  of  the  Self- 
anpporting  Dispenaaries  be  advocated,  or 
even  explained.  The  floeiotf  boaata  of 
its  circulation  of  above  copies  a 

week;  thus  drawing  fnm  the  pocketa 
of  the  people.  In  peace,  nearly  M^OOOJL 
a  year:  eouM  not  aaeh  a  Sodetf 
to  discuss  tbe  value  of  Self  suppoiting 
Dispensariea?— could  it  not,  among  ito 
oUier  lessons  of  economy,  point  out  tbe 
great  importance  of  first  securing  health, 
and  after  that  leisure  for  reading  wilfc 
!ul vantage  Nobody  c^n  admire  the 
Society  more  than  ilo,  /or  its  pxccl. 
lent  exertions  in  the  cause  of  the  mental 
improvement  of  the  people;  bnl  wt 
nuist  once  more  respoetfuU y  suggest, 
tbat  as  long  as  it  neglects  the  oppor- 
tunity of  recommeudiag  the  teif-provi- 
dent  system  of  dispensaries,  and  thus, 
ia  tbe  first  place,  providing  for  the 
bkming  of  health,  so  long  do  they  pro- 
ceed—*ttot  wlaely. 

It  la  finr  no  InvidiMB  purpose  thai 
we  intmdnee  tbia  reference  to  Ihe  ma. 
nagement  of  one  of  tbe  moot  active 
aodetiea  tbat  lliia  conatiy  has  ever  seen : 
but  we  own  we  afe  not  a  little  jealous 
of  the  immense  power,  for  good  or  for 
evil,  which  it  possesses,  and  which  H 
might  readily  employ  for  so  admirable 
a  pnrjwse  ;  and  perhaps,  also  (while  we 
spi^  '^n  !nrir«"  «  "^um  gathered  weekly  from 
ibf  |i  njer  eia.sses),  we  are  somewhat 
indignant  that  there  iibould  any  where 
be  a  comjdaint  that  funds  i'or  ^eii- 
supportiiig  dispetisaries  are  dtlitient. 
We  should  like,  for  example,  to  know 
how  many  of  the  penny  magazines  sell  at 
I>eri>y,  while  it  is  maintained  by  scmie 
(among  them  by  our  eonespoadent  Mr, 
Jones)  that  a  charity  class  9i  patienta 
is  indispensiUe  in  that  town,  so  large 
a  proportion  being  nnable  to  pay  a 
penny  a  week  hr  medical  amistaace. 
Wc  confess  we  are  strongly  Indined  to 
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lie  stem  tomomMU  in  tkis  matter,  uid 
to  deaj  the  cbiais  erea  of  the  poorest 
to  gnUuitoiM  medical  aid,  when  a  |>euii^ 
a  week,  withheld,  if  need  be,  fium  tim 
PiBbnoii  iocietjr,  could  relieve  them 
ktm  much  of  their  dietraM» 

But  poverty  ia  uot  the  great  obtUr* 
cle  to  the  eetahUshment  of  these  dis- 
peusariea:  fiomall  we  iiave  been  able 
lo  leanj,  there  must  be  mismanagement 
where  a  charity  class  of  patients  w 
kept  up,  participafinrr  in  the  advauiag'es 
of  tbe  provident  nieuibers.  It  is  unfair 
to  the  latter  class,  and,  in  fact,  deprive* 
the  institutiou  uf  11:^  Uest  claim  to  be 
considered  as  self-supporting.  If  there 
be  a  town  in  England  wliich  should 
seem  Ukelj  to  require  iudispemibly  tho 
fdmiwion  of  eharity  patienta  to  the 

that  town  le  Coreiitry;  yet  fiom  Dr. 
AirawmithV  raloahle  commamcatkm*, 
we  find  that  such  a  dam  there  ia  eatirel/ 
ehviated.  There,  out  of  a  popnlatimi 
of  nearly  90^000^  it  ia  caleidated  that 
about  three  thousand  are  so  poor,  ex- 
dusive  of  paupers,  as  to  be  unable  to 
procnm  medical  aid  in  the  ordinary 
way;  yet  things  are  so  well  managed 
that  there  is  no  charity  class  in  Coven- 
try— the  whole  expenses  are  paid  by 
the  free  members  and  honorary  sub- 
scribers. And,  by  the  way,  what  can 
more  reTnarkabiy  prove  tlie  trrrat  eco- 
jiciiiy  oi' a  well-reciilal<  il  Sclt' >unpurl. 

Dispensary,  tbaii  ihc  liiiiiueiai  re- 
turns made  at  Coventry  ?  On  the  old 
plan — the  patients  doing  nothing  for 
themselTefr— how  to  raise  the  requisite 
fhnds  waa  alwajs  the  difficult  and 
painful  qnestioB*  Two  hundred  pounds 
«  jear  were  lowwn  not  to  be  adequate 
tn  provide  lor  the  medical  wants  of 
900  patients,  leaving  little  or  nothing 
ibr  the  medical  men.  Under  the  self- 
provident  system,  140/.  fnMU  honorary 
subscfibers,  contributes  to  the  relief  of 
aOOO  poor  poopiei,  and  leaves  nearly 

«  S««  |>.4Sr,  Mir. 


dOO^  lor  the  medical  attendants,  medi- 
cinesand  all  being  paid  for!  Not  to 
speak  profanely,  here  we  seem  to  have  a 
miracle  of  loaves  and  fishes.  But  die  ex- 
planation of  it  is  this:  the  ftimb  proceeds 
ing  from  bonoiary  suhscribefs  secure,  in 
the  first  instance,  a  certain  degiee  of 
patronage  for  the  institutioa ;  tbe  com- 
mittee of  management  consists  of  this- 
class;  it  is  understood  that  they  pajr 
for  every  thing  in  the  shape  of  house- 
rent,  &c. — leaviujT  the  remuneration  oi 
the  medical  men  aiul  the  expense  of  drug's 
to  come  from  the  couth butious  of  the 
free  members.  Thus  the  whole  princi. 
pie  of  the  self ~ supporting  dispensary 
is  preserved,  however  some  may  fas- 
tidiously ol^iect  to  the  name.  We  agree 
cordially  in  Xh*  Airowsmith's  semarlc 
on  the  propriety  of  retaining  the  origin 
nal  name,  happily  given  to  these  in- 
stitutions hy  theur  originator;  and  we 
are  not  sure  that  any  principle  Is  served 
1^  the  title  of  Diq^ensaiy  Assodations^ 
suggested  by  Dr.  Calvert.  Self- 
supporting"  they  were  intended  to  he,, 
aaid  such  it  ought  to  be  tbe  great  aim  tu. 
render  them,  whether  they  be  for  the 
present  aided  by  honorary  subscriptions 
or  not.  Li ItintiUcly  let  it  be  hoped  that 
the  "  free  mcml'C]^"  wiU  be  able  ta 
disbur^L'  all  the  expenses  themselves, 
and  tliu>  realize  the  cApect.if ions  <A'  all 
who  puironized  the  plan  from  the  com- 
mencement. 

It  is  a  fact  no  less  true  than  it  is 
remarkable,  that  wherever  the  Self-sup- 
porting  Dispensary  system  has  beeir 
mtrodttced,  the  number  of  spplicants  Ihr 
parish  relief  has  dinunished;  and  not 
only  have  penons  been  prevented  hy  it 
fiom  falling  into  the  dam  of  paupem,. 
hut  by  ita  good  management  and  exam- 
ple, persons  have  been  raised  fiom  the 
latter  class^  and  been  enabled  to  enrol 
themselves  among  the  free  members. 
Thus  is  the  system  not  only  preventive^ 
but  restorative.  There  is  nothing  mys- 
tcrious  in  these  results  to  the  refiecting 
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mind.  Under  the  old  systrm,  illness  at 
once  throws  on  the  parish  the  poor  mail, 
who  has  not  the  means  of  calling-  in 
luodical  advice — or  who  is  unwilliiij^  to 
contract  debts  too  larpfe  for  biiii  to  ])av. 
Nor  dues  the  evil  rest  here:  there  may 
be  at  first  a  sinking  of  the  spirit  on  ap- 
proscbing  the  preeineta  of  the  poor- 
house,  bot  oDoe  tlte  tianter  is  passed, 
we  know  from  too  manj  examples  tlial, 
bitter  tbough  tbejr  be,  the  unfortunate  is 
tempted  to  e^joJr  the  fruits  of  indolence. 
The  diflicalty  is  in  breaking  the  ebann, 
and  ascending  to  upper  air  again :  yet 
this  is  known  in  many  instances  to  hare 
been  done. 

**  Without  the  co-operation  of  their 
own  rirtuous  cndearoun,"  aa  Dr.  Chal« 
TOfrs  says,   "  there  seems  no  possi- 
lile  way  of  doinff  j^nod  to  the  lahoiirinnr 
<  l;i  ves,  or  of  helping'  them  \i|)\vartls 
li»»m  a  lower  to  a  moiv  st-ciire  and  ele- 
\;Ul(1  jdacf  in  tlio  coninKMnvtallh/'  In 
Uii  vvay^  perhaps,  are  those  eudeavours 
more  fostered  and  encourajEfed  than  by 
the  system  which  is  here  advocated. 
Habits  of  economy  and  independence 
are  generated  in  the  bumble  labourer: 
he  is  in  as  easy  a  state  of  mind  regard- 
ing  his  health  aa  any  of  his  more  opu- 
lent neighbours.    He  has  a  Toice  in 
procuring  himself  good  treatment:  he 
docs  not  approach  his  medical  adviser 
like  a  beggar — his  humiliating  condi- 
tion pressing*  on  his  heart  with  all  the 
weight  of  mortality :  he  feels  that  he  has 
a  claim  on  his  medical  adviser,  and  that 
he  is  no  longer  to  be  looked  upon  as 
dirt,  or  treatetl  as  one  of  a  heni  r^f 
squalid  and  diseased  wretches,  withoiit 
<listinetion  of  age  or  sex.    And  Jihove 
al).  and  which  ousrht  suiclv  to  recom- 
jiietul  the  system  to  the  j)rofession,  he  is 
taught  to  recognize  tiie  just  claims  of 
his  medical  attendant  to  remuneration : 
thli  perhaps  will  be  admitted  to  be  not 
the  /cMl  valuable  among  the  habito 
inculcated  hy  lUe  self-provident  system. 


We  never  could  understand  w  hy  in 
some  places  the  attempt   to  institute 
ihvsv  Divpi  iisaiies  should   prove  nn- 
pojuilar — aiiii    meet    above    ail  v»ith 
professional  opposition :     the  advan- 
tagcs  to  the  medical  man  arc  &o  obvious 
and  so  numerous,  that  one  would  ima- 
gine that  they  wonid  be  adopted  at  once, 
and  eveiy  where  by  aoelamatioii.  Let 
us  only  consider  the  old  method,  or  what 
we  would  fain  caU  the  method  yWmer/jf 
in  use:  the  patiente  were  seen  in  « 
crowd:  quite  too  numerous *te  bccza.* 
mined  with  any  thing  like  accQney  or 
attention,  or  oven  ^ftTnethnes  common 
decency :  habito  of  indifference  and  hard- 
hearted ness  were  almost  invariably  ao(i 
necessarily  induced :  there  being  no  di- 
vision oflrdumr — one  or  two  individuals 
beiiif^  ehar^ij-ed  with  the  inana^rrment  of  a 
niiiltitiidc — no  advaTitajro  could  hereaj>ed 
for  the  advancement  r)f  scit  iuo,  or  even 
the  online rv  huprovement  of  the  prac- 
titioner; on  the  contrary,  the  habit  of 
prescribinfc  carelessly  and  cursorily  was 
eminently  calculated  to  confii-m  him  in 
Im  immatureopiniuisand his  undigested 
methods  of  practice.  Now,alltfaisisob^ 
vtated  in  the  new  description  of  diq»eii- 
saty.  There 'is  in  it  as  little  as  possible 
of  the  old  system  of  monopolizing  prae> 
tice;  there  Is  in  it  a  fair  opening  offered 
fat  the  regular  commencement  of  busi- 
ness by  junior  iH«ctitioners ;  there  is  m 
it,  moreover,  such  a  division  of  labour, 
and  such  an  ease  and  satisfaction  in  the 
perfi>rmance  of  it,  as  must  be  most  condu- 
cive to  individual  and  general  utility. 
And  when  to  this  we  add,  that  the  self- 
provident  system  relieves  the  pmrti- 
tioner  from  tlio  odious  luTossitv  of  prac- 
tising"  nif^nn  aTi> — in   inidt  iNclliug-  hif» 
brethren  lor  tiie  sake  ol  t\\i-  |i;iitrypa- 
tronap^e  of  sick  clubs  and  ianuiuf,'^  pau- 
pers of  the  parish  ;  when  he  is  no  longer 
obliged  to  sue  his  patients  in  a  Court  of 
Requests,  obtaining  perhaps  an  order 
for  the  payment  of  his  demands  by  ilk* 
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stalmcnUi  of  6<l.  a  week  ;  when  he  con- 
■sitlors  that  hy  the  success  of  the  sclf- 
jm)%i(l<*nt  systeiii,  lie  is  saved  from  a 
imiltitudc  of  unreasonable  calls  for  his 
p rat tiilous  assistance  ;  and  when,  wbat 
must  be  most  f,Tatif\  iiiir  to  every  feeling* 
mind,  he  is  relieved  fVaia  iliv  lutessity 
of  claiming  aud  urging  payment  from 
poor  wietcbes  on  wbom  payment  must 
entail  priiration;  all  tbeae  things  be- 
ing considered,  we  must  repeat  tbat 
we  cannot  understand  the  grounds  of 
opiMsition  whidi  can  with  anj  shew 
of  reason  be  offered  to  liCr.  Smith's  dis- 
pensaries bj,  above  all  people,  medical 
practitioners.    Is  it  that  they  prefer  the 
chance  of  remuneration  from  those  who, 
they  suspect,  would  under  the  new  sys- 
tnij  aA  ail  themselves  of  free  membership  ? 
A  short  answer  from  a  pamphlet  of  Dr. 
A rro\\  smith's  will  dispose  of  this  ques- 
tion.   *'  Experience  justitiw*  a  complete 
reliance  on  tijo  feelings  of  the  commu- 
nity on  tkiij  point;  fur  in  the  institution 
of  the  older  title,  and  of  identical  prin- 
ciple—in benefit  societies — ^uo  provision 
exists  to  exclude  anj  iadirldiial  fl«m 
sharing  ia  their  advantages.  Ererj 
person  who  ajiplics  for  admission  may 
be  admitted,  and  is  admitted ;  and  al* 
though  iostanees  of  the  occasional  in- 
troduction of  ineligible  persons  cannot 
be  doubted,  yet  so  rarely  do  they  occur, 
that  it  would  be  difficult,  perhaps  im- 
possible, to  discover  any  instance  where 
a  medical  man  declined  to  take  charge 
of  a  society  on  the  {jroinid  that  the 
lilt  III ixTs  were  not  suitable  objects  f«»r 
such  an  iii.<»titii!ion.    R»'ferrin«>f  to  expe- 
rience, therefore,  we  sliould  he  justified 
in  anticipating  tbat,  on  the  lariro  seale, 
improper  persons  would  not  avail  ihcm- 
selres  of  the  advantages  of  the  self-sup. 
porting  dispensary,  even  if  the  supervi- 
sion projH)aed  by  the  committee  were 
not  adopted.*** 

*  Ucfcncc  of  ibc  Princ'pleofH  Self'Auppordnf 
Pisprn^jiry,  &c.  i»y  lt«  Arromniib,  M.D.  CoTca* 
ttf,  Jt0U 


In  conclusion,  for  the  prcscntr— Jbr  we 
are  by  no  means  done  with  the  subject 
— we  must  confess  oursuqirise  tbat,  ex- 
tensively as  it  has  been  adopted  in  the 
country,  the  self-supporting-  dispensary 
plan  has  never  yet  had  a  fair  trial  in 
town.  One  wouKl  think  tbat  here 
were  all  the  requisite  niuu  rials  for 
testing  it  on  a  proper  scale.  There  is, 
or  has  been,  a  society  in  London  for 
promoting  the  objects  of  self^upporting 
dispensaries,  at  the  head  of  which  we 
recollect  the  name  of  Lord  Althorp.  We 
should  be  glad  to  hear  something  of  the 
proceedings  of  this  society;  but  we 
must  (or  the  present  have  done. 

THE  LATE  JURY  OF  MATRONS 
AT  NORWICH. 

It  will  be  recollected  that,  in  March 
last,  a  woman  was  left  for  execution, 
her  plea  of  pregnancy  having  been  set 
aside  by  a  jury  of  matrons,  who,  after 
an  hours  examination,  pronounced  her 
not  prcpniriTtr  witli  a  fjni(  k  f-hild  ;  but 
that  she  was  afterwards  reprievetl,  in 
consequence  of  a  professional  examina- 
tion  by  three  meaical  gentlemen,  who 
reporfrd  her  to  be  I»oyond  the  fifth 
mouth  of  pregnane v  with  a  living  child. 
We  are  glad  to  find  ourselves  borne  out. 
by  the  following  document,  in  the  view 
which  we  took  of  the  rase* ;  and  wc 
trust  that  no  further  proof  will  be  want- 
ing to  shew  the  danger  of  abiding  by 
the  old  law.form,  whieh  ordains  that, 
in  similar  eiretimstauces,  a  juiy  of 
women,  i'rom  among  those  present  in 
Court,  shall  be  sworn.  The  Norwich 
jury  of  matrons  will,  wc  hope,  be  the 
last  of  the  kind. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  GazttU. 

Norwlcb.  Jnlj  17,  \m» 

Sir, — We  heu  to  announce  to  you 
that  Mary  Wrij4ht,  the  prisoner  in  our 
county  gaol,  who  in  March  last  re- 
ceived a  reprieve  of  her  sentence  of 
death,  in  consequence  of  our  certifying 
that  she  was  above  five  months  gone  in 
pregnancy,  was  saicly  delivered  of  a 


*  8««  iHife  0|  mfo. 
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lUc  Will  instant. 

({Signed)    P.  N.  ScoTT, 

Surgton  to  the  County  Gaol. 

John  Gheen  Crosse, 
Surgeon  to  the  Nurfalk  and  Norwlcb 

J.  Godwin  Johnson, 
AMiatant'Hargeon  t"  the  Norfolk 
and  Nonrlcli  Hwplttd. 


MEDICAL  FORCE  OF  PARIS. 


Ijcallhv  female  eliild  on  Tbunubiy  last,   tcrcti  the  whole  complexioii  of  his>  lu- 

turc  life.  In  1786  an  ofTcr  was  made  to 
his  mother,  by  U.  Griiff*,  the  bookseller, 
of  l/'ii>sic,  to  take  Karl  as  an  appren- 
tice;  llic  (iHVr  was  aeceptrd,  and  the  hny 
was  sent  to  his  intended  master ;  but 
he  wss  doomed  to  suffer  a  disappoint, 
ment:  another  hoy  had  already  bi'cii  re. 
ceivrd,  j^o  that  yoiinc"  Rudolphi  had  only 
to  return  a^aiu  to  his  studies;  nothing 
loath,  as  it  woaU  seen,  Ibr  he  fonaejl  a 
dcleimination  tbeuee forth  to  applf  hilli* 
self  tinde%  iatingi^  to  liittwy  auasclen* 
It  appears  from  a  late  return  made  bjr    tific  puwuito,  •  . 

the  Prefecture  of  the  Seine,  that  there  Rudolphi  made  ftoodlise of  his  school 
sfe  at  present  mas  mediealpfactfitioaem  onpoituwtict.  His  pradiiotioBs  shew 
practisin}^  in  Paris.  Of  tlisa,  879  arc  that  be  wrote  Latin  correctly,  without, 
Doetors  of  Medicine  of  the  new  school ;  however,  aiimng  at  elefirance.  He  ako 
36  Doctors  of  Surfferj  of  the  same;  109  spoke  that  lanjrii«fi[cwell,and  read  Gr^k, 
Omcier*  de  Smt3;  MB  Hidwives;  9  tbo«[?h  not  fluentty.  He  had  a  ulcnt 
I%jdcians  of  the  old  school;  18  Phy-  ahio  lor  mmleni  lanffnapre'<  !  r  i  lr.  the 
sirians  of  other  faculties  than  those  of  Swedish,  he  spoke  iTonch  and  italiait, 
Paris;  14  Ojficieis  de  SaitU,  with  cer-  and  could  read,  tliou^h  he  could  wot 
Uficutcs  instead  of  diplomas;  12  Mid-  speak,  English.  Darmg  the  last  two 
wives  of  the  same  class ;  19  Foreiflfn  7^^^  *>'  residence  at  Stralsund,  he 
Phj-sicians,  authorized  to  practise ;  acquired  the  rudiments  of  cntomolo|fy, 

3(X>  Pra<  titi(»ners,  who  have  no  fpialiti-  lUWCJr  the  able  guidance  of  the  senator 
cauuu.  I  bc  last  item  is  certainly  cu-  Schneider, and  iwed  to  devote  his  leisMro 
rious— aearW  a  fifth  part  of  the  corps  hours. to  boUnv,  with  the  assistanoe  of 
midicmU  of  Paris  unqualified!— and  this  two  acconiplished  friends, 
when  we  c(»Tisi(lrr  tliat  ]>r(»fession  in 
Prance  is  so  luimetiiately  under  the  care 


and  cojpiisanee  of  govenunent! 

MEMOUl  OF  RUI>OLPHI. 
Br  PaoFBSsoft  Limk,  or  Bsauii* 

(OMdaatMl  from  the  Original,  lu  I 
MediclnUckeZeUumi^) 

Karl  Asmund  Rudolphi  was  bom  at 


In  17Ut>  be  entered  the  UniTersity  of 
Grei&wald,  and  closely  attended,  in  tho 

first  instance,  the  business  of  the  ijphilo* 
sophical  faculty.  To  botany  a1«o  1h* 
gave  much  attention,  and  Quiston),  die 
professor,  was  so  well  pleased  wito  him 
that  be  appointed  him  Us  asflstaat^  and 
took  him  iuin  his  house,  where  he  en- 
jovrd  o|>|»  1 1  unities  of  the  most  iinp<»r- 
tuut  and  %ali4ablc  kind.  Rudulpbi  bud 
aneieelleiit  talent  for  deseiiptlfe  hotanj, 
as  bis  papers  in  Schrader's  Journal, 
even  at  this  early  period,  prove  His 


Stockholm,  on  the  14tb  of  July,  1771.  atucbmeut  to  botanical  punmiu  wa^ 

Hb  father  was  a  deivymsii,  uid  eo.  indeed,  remsrkable  to  the  last;  ana 

recfaMTof  the  German  school  in  the  Swe-  during  the  career  of  his  life  he  contrU 

dish  capital,  where  he  died  in  1778,  buted  much  to  diffuse  a  love  for  f)ft*  «ci- 

leavin<^  bis  wife,  with  two  children,  in  ence.  The  present  Prof<^or  of  lk>taujr 

very   straitened   circumstances.    The  at  Dorpat,  \'on  Ledebur,  was  his  pa* 

w  idow  removed  to  Stralsund,  her  na->  pil ;  and  Willdenow  has  honoured  Ru- 

tive  place,  in  the  follow in:^  year.    The  dnl])hi  by  Lri\  iiiLr        nnmr  (Rudolphia) 

eldest  son,  who  was  put  to  trade,  went  to  a  species  oi  the  iyt  iifuiniiiosip. 
out  to  the  East  Indies  about  the  ^  ear      Having  taken  bis  lirst  degree  in  the 

1790,  and  has  not  been  heard  of  siaoe.  philosophical  faculty,  he  defended  n 

Karl  Asniuiid  received  the  rntlmients  of  thesis,  Ohscrvationet  circa  Vermes  In- 

his  education  at  Stockholm ;  l  u!  uti  ih«'  lestinalet^  w  ith  a  view  to  the  d<K  torate 

removal  of  the  family  to  ^lrai:»uud,  he  in  medicine.     In  this  inaugural  per- 

was  received  into  the  Gymnasium  of  lonnance  he  Inst  pnUisbed  the  obsemu 

that  town,  and  remained  there  for  eleven  tious  which  he  had  ittstitnted  during  the 

years.    During         prrio(l  iIm f  li  tp.  precrdinu  t\\»»  v.  ars  and  a  half,  on  the 

pcucd  au  incident  that  had  iicail,\  a\-  subject  of  iuii>tiuai  worms,    lu  the 
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Intter  part  of  the  year  1794  hi-  \va«i  cn- 
abled  to  vi?<it  Jena,  where  he  attended 
Uur«)and's  lectures  and  formed  an  inti- 
macy widi  BatMb,  who  procured  his 
election  as  a  member  of  the  Natural 
Historv  Society  of  that  place.  He  af- 
terwanls  took  a  pedestrian  tour  through 
DvndeD,  Karlsbad,  Erlangcn,  Fu]as, 
Gottinfifen,  and  tiic  Harz,  back  to 
Greifsw  aid,  where  he  arrived  in  the  au- 
tumn ;  and  after  defending^  the  liccond 
part  of  his  thesis,  already  mentioned, 
obtained  his  degree.  The  year  follow- 
in^f,  he  w  as  appointed  a  Privatini  Doccns 
in  Uie  Medical  Faculty ;  on  which  oc- 
Msion  he  read*  an  •aamj^^De  VmiinemUt 

For  a  very  short  time  about  this  period 
be  turned  bis  attention  to  practice,  but 
bdierinr  thnt  he  cook!  not  wdl  eoimect 
ihb  with  his  other  studies,  be  abandoned 
it,  and  devoted  himself  altogether  to  an 
academic  life.  He  gave  lectures  in  me- 
dicine and  in  natur^  history,  and  occu- 
pied binuelf  specially  with  comparative 
anatomy  and  microscopical  inquiries. 
It  is,  perhaps,  not  much  to  be  regretted 
that  itudolphi  thus  early  gave  up  the 
practica]  part  oi  his  profession,  as  he 
was  in  consequence  enabled  to  devote 
himself  with  so  much  the  more  anlourto 
a  more  limited  and  favourite  object. 
Every  smtmnt  ourfat  to  be  more  or  less 
an  exclusive  and  an  enthusiast  in  his 
own  particular  province,  if  he  would 
cultivate  it  with  success,  and  especially 
if  he  would  he  an  able  teecber. 

In  the  year  1800, 1  find  that  be  pub. 
liehed  a  small  volume  of  Poems^  but  at 
the  same  time  formed  a  resolution  to 
write  no  aMffe  poelij.  These  poems  I 
have  never  happened  to  see.  All  hie 
works,  w  ith  the  exception  of  these,  he 
presented  to  mc  a  few  years  ago,  when 
ne  reqoested  a  similar  fiiToor  in 
return.  I  should  think  that  Rudolphi 
was  deficient  iiritlicr  in  the  vivacity  of 
tliouj^bt,  nor  the  feeling',  nor  the  powers 
of  description,  requisite  to  exnress  bim- 
eelf  poetically ;  bat  be  certainly  wanted 
that  acnnainUince  with  a  manifold 
variety  ot  life — and,  of  course,  all  the 
lanCT  that  hangs  thereby — which  would 
entble  him  to  be  distingaisbed  a 
poet,  and  of  this  he  leeini  to  have  been 
pretty  well  aware. 

Wnen  Baron  Von  Essen,  the  Gover- 
nor Oeneml  of  Swedish  Ponuanta 
erected  a  chair  of  veterinary  medicine  at 
CJreifsw aid,  and  Ivntloljtln  was  nomi- 
nated the  iin>t  prulc^-Mir,  the  latter  6et 


out  for  Berlin,  where  he  speedily  made 
himself  acquainted  with  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  veterinary  school  in  mis 
place,  and  w  as  finlanate  cnowb  to  ob- 
tain the  friendliest  a*tsistance  from  Pro- 
fessor Sick.  About  this  time  lie  lost  his 
beloved  wife,  to  whom  he  was  united 
in  the  year  1707.  She  left  him  two 
daugfhters. 

In  iho  spriupf  of  1802  were  published 
bis  Anatomico-Fhyaiological  Essays^  in 
which  he  partly  gave  an  enlaived  edi> 
tion  of  certain  jtapers  w  hich  hadalready 
appeared  in  Kril's  Archives — on  the 
sensible  atmosphere  of  the  Ner>'e8— on 
the  towmaliom  of  the  Teeth— end  on  the 
ntestinal  Villi :  and  parti  v  added  others 
on  the  Peyerian  Glands,  ffydaticls,  (Sec. 

Atier  tliia  he  journeyed  through  Hol- 
land to  FlMrie;  Umeo  through  L^  ons, 
Montpellier,  and  GrcnoUe,  to  Switser- 
land;  and  throiii,'h  Vienna  and  Prag-ue 
home  a£^in.  Uis  remarks  ou  tliis  tour 
were  puolished  in  1904-6.  During  his 
progress  he  was  chosen  a  member  of 
the  medical  societies  of  Paris  and 
Montpellier,  and  received  an  invita- 
tion to  become  a  member  of  the  Impe- 
rial Academy  of  Sciences  of  St.  Petenk 
l)ur«^li  for  tne  section  of  anatomy  and 
botany.  The  latter  honour,  however, 
he  declined,  as  well  as  the  appointment 
which  was  ollhred  him  of  the  IVolee. 
sorship  of  anatom;^  at  Upeal.  But  he 
did  not  break  off  his  connexion  with  the 
Russian  academy :  he  published  bis 
celebrated  essa^  against  Gall,  Dmkm 
contra  Jotepht  Gaily  de  Orgamt  in 
Cerehro  distiuctis  iisq.  Cranii  ope  Hete- 
gendU,  hypothesin^  in  the  14th  voL  of 
the  Nova  Acta  Academ.  Petropol.  and 
was  presently  honoured  with  the  title 
of  corresponding  member. 

It  was  a  striking  characteristic  of 
RttdolpbiHi  researches  that  they  were  of 
so  general  a  nature  and  so  comprehen- 
sive; and  the  tendency  of  all  his  ob- 
servations, it  may  be  noticed,  went 
principally  to  the  aetemlnaCion  of  mat- 
ters  of  fact.  His  inquiries  gfenerslly 
had  reference  to  some  prevailing,  or  even 
only  curiously  entertained,  opinion.  His 
shewing^  that  the  moisture  in  the  cranial 
cavity  was  only  arcidental,  refuted  the 
opinion  that  the  soul  moved  in  that 
fltiidify.  It  was  held  that  the  hair  was 
tubular,  as  that  of  plants  really  is; 
Rudolphi  showed  that  the  contrary  was 
the  fact.  Blumenbach  had  asserted  that 
the  Peyerian  and  Meyerian  glands  were 
only  consequences  of  a  morbid  condition ; 
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Rudolplii  cstahlUliod  tlinn  ns  distinct 
onraiis.  Afiit'li  had  been  siiid  abuut  the 
v  illi  of  the  iiitostiucs  since  Liehcrkuhii's 
time :  Kudolphi  showed  that  tlie  am- 
])idlu;  wpic  inily  accidental  enlarg"e- 
meiits  of  tlie  lacteals,  and  fhat  the  ttihi- 
furiu  villi  arc  only  found  in  the  niani- 
nialia.  His  |)a])er  ag^iist  Gall,  above 
mentioned,  is  unquestifniahly  the  best 
scientifie  refutation  of  a  fanciriil  li>i)o- 
tbc&iSf  or  ruiher  cliarlataiierj,  winch 
should  have  been  properly  treated  onlj 
with  derision. 

Wlien  the  lloval  Society  of  Gotting-en 
oAered  a  prize  for  the  best  paper  ou  the 
anatomy  of  nlants,  Rudolphi  wrote  ibr it, 
and  I  bad  the  honour  of  dividing^  it  with 
bim.  This,  ju  rhaps,  may  be  the  bef«t 
place  for  mentioning  how  an  acquauit- 
ance  took  place  between  us.  Upon  my 
retuniin*,^  iroiii  my  Fortaiaruese tour  home 
to  Rostock,  Kudoliilji  ^cut  mr  soTiie  dry 
]dants,  that  I  mii^-m  t,nvc  him  my  opi- 
nion of  tlitnt.  Thus  a  correspoudence 
arose  between  us,  chie6y  on  ootanieal 
siihjoets.  I  have  never  been  in  reg^ular 
correspondence  with  above  tbree^en  in 
my  life,  of  whom  Rudolphi  was  one, 
for  I  do  not  wi)linf|r1^  write  tetters.  We 
wished  to  be  acmiamted  with  one  ano- 
ther, iihI  RiHlolphi  came  to  see  me  in 
.the  auuinm  ol'  1806,  and  staid  at  my 
house  for  about  twelve  days.  We  used 
to  bejnn  to  talk  early  in  the  morning, 
ant!  kept  it  up  regularly  till  l  it^  at 
niglit;  yit  *vhen  he  was  goinu"  away, 
we  still  had  much  to  say  to  each  other. 
W  e  agreed  before  parting  to  work  for 
the  Gottlngrn  pri/e.  He  thoug'bt  the 
remuneration  was  too  inconsiderable  for 
80  much  trouble,  and  he  according'ly 
bej*^i,'"<  tl  tlie  Royal  Society  to  allow  him 
to  rr{yc  the  prize-jiirce  for  pultll(  ation — 
a  request  which  uas  nMflj!\  ^^raiitcd 
We  were  in  ilns  prize-wnuni^  ahuost 
ahvays  of  opposite  opinions.  In  gene- 
ral we  were  at  very  considerable  vari- 
ance on  scientific  cjiicstions,  and  liad 
little  scruple  iu  aniniadvertiiig  on  each 
other  by  name.  Rudolpm  spe^Jcs 
ajl^iiat  me  in  several  places  of  bis  phy- 
siology; r\m\  we  were,  partii  iil  irly  m 
uur  orai  iutercuurse,  in  a  cunstaul  scien- 
tific warfare— never,  howevnr,  penonal, 
of  course. 

Jn  1808. 10  appeared  at  Amsterdam 
his  greatest  %vork,  on  which  he  had  long 
laboured  with  ardour  —  Entozoorum 
Historin  aturaliit^  3  vols.  8vo.  This 
<  lasNU  (1  (iKnf lif  t iiiii  w  ill  keep  his  name 
iu  remembrance  a:>  long  as  the  know- 
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ledge  of  intestinnl  worms  is  a  i  rt  -.f 
discussion.  It  is  not  alone  the  indelati- 
gable  industry  which  it  displays,  but  it« 
most  exact  siiiiit  of  observation,  which 
raises  it  to  tiir  fir^^t  rniik  h\  natural  ln.<. 
torv.  In  the  introduction  he  defends 
the  equivocal  generation  very  ingeni- 
ously.  A  great  number  of  .species,  first 
discovered  ny  the  author,  adorned  the 
work.  An  ahstmct  (»f  the  whole,  witli 
additions  and  improvements,  appeared 
in  1810,  with  the  title  ofSynopm  Bn» 
tozoornm. 

In  1801  he  wa^  appointed  aisessor 
of  the  College  of  Flealtli,  and  Pro* 
fewer  of  Veterinary  Medicine.  'Iii 
1808  he  obtained  the  ordinaiy  pmfts- 
sorship  of  medicine,  which  was  vacant 
by  the  removal  of  Kletten  to  Witten- 
berg. That  same  year  and  the  follow-, 
in^fhe  had  the  goo<l  fortune  to  pay  « 
part  of  the  debt  which  owed 
owedish  Pomerania  formally  gocKl  deetls 
vouchsafed  to  him.  A  murrain  was 
brought  into  the  land  hy  a  herd  of 
Polish  cattlf,  wliich  ^larshal  Soult,  with 
the  host  intentions,  bad  presented  to  the 
country.  Rudolphi  recognized  it  im- 
mediately, and  inlbnned  the  Royal 
Goveninient  Commission  that  the  mur- 
rain was  present,  and  demanded  the 
.speediest  methods  lo  be  taken.  Two 
physicians  in  Stralaund  doubted,  an4 
wished  the  Commission  to  stay  a  nio> 
ment.  But  Rndolphi  did  not  remit  his 
zeal,  and  challenged  thiKSc  physicians 
to  an  immediate  and  common  invettkpa- 
ttOR:  and  so  fortunate  waa  be  in  kia 
endeavours,  that  the  herds  were  lost  only 
out  of  two  estates.  The  course  of  the 
infection  was  now  but  too  well  known ; 
yet  perhaps  it  ought  rather  to  be  consi- 
dered hu  K  v,  that  in  consccjuenee  of  the 
dispute,  full  conviction  was  fhtained, 
ana  the  proper  methods  were  takcu  with 
effect,  Kudolphi  being  appointed  com- 
missioner,  with  full  power  to  have  them 
executed.  The  following  year,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  lung  disease  which 
clearly  showed  it^lf  to  be  contagious, 
he  was  again  commissiimed  to  proceed 
through  a  part  of  Pomerania  .  "  h*Mi  with 
little  aid  he  was  cmialiy  succe^slVtl. 

He  now  received  successively  invita- 
tions to  Konigsberg,  Dorpat,  and  Ber* 
lin  ;  the  last  of  which  be  accepted,  and 
went  thither  as  Profes.sor  of  Anatomy 
and  member  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Sciences,  in  thebefnooinffof  July  1810. 
Snmrwhat  anterior  to  this  period  Iu  ft.ul 
married  a  second  time,  Wilhtiuune, 
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the  e1de%t.  ilnug-Iitrr  of  the  niag^istrate 
Meyer,  hi  (irrifswald,  who  prcstntcd 
him  with  three  tlaug^htrns,  all  of  whom 
died  iu  infancy, and  one  sou,  now  living, 
mnd  a  dootor  of  medicine.  Rudolphi 
survived  this  union  also  ]»is  second 
wife  (llid  in  Doc.  IH2I.  Rmlol]»lii's 
niiiU,  aiuiahle  character,  his  constant  at- 
tacbmeiit  to  wb«t  be  lored,  mmde  him 
an  excellent,  perhaps  even  too  good,  a 
husband.  Upon  the  ilc.ith  of  her  dau^^h- 
ters,  bis  wife  fell  into  a  state  of  mental 
derangement:  she  oonaidered  her  mis> 
fortune  as  a  punishment  from  God. 
Rud»»])dil  >'uf!rii'f}  yi'rv  uxwv])  in  eonsc- 

auence,  and  the  t>tatc  oi  lii^  mitid  on 
kis  account  wjery  probably  laid  the 
fonndation  of  bU  fiver  complaint. 

At  Bt  rlin  hr  found  an  opportnnity  of 
displaying  his  talents  as  a  teatlKT.  He 
lectured  in  winter  on  anatomy  generally, 
and  on  patbolofificAl  anatomy ;  be  also 
explained  the  anatomical  preparations: 
in  sunjnn^r  he  leelnnMl  on  physiological 
and  eom]>aralive  aaalouiy.  Besides,  he 
lectured  two  houn  every  week  publicly 
on  several  ^subject*— mraical  encyclope- 
dia— intestinal  worm**  —  manifestations 
of  the  mind,  and  at)  forth.  His  aoi- 
mated,  perspicuously  arranged,  and  or- 
derly delirery,  had  a  great  effect.  His 
Ixi-inessi  Mv  M  f.vu  her  wpnt  first;  his  li- 
terary worL»  loliowed  j  and  it  mav  here 
be  mentioned,  that  what  othett  oid  for 
him  in  his  youth,  be  now  repaid  ricUy 
to  all  dilii^tMit  young  men  who  niim- 
application  u>  him.  He  guve  them  di- 
lectiona  for  their  studies,  he  rcnlied  will, 
ingly  to  all  their  inquiries,  he  accom- 
modated them  with  the  use  of  liis  library 
-—yes,  and  he  henevolently  aided,  and 
ricnly  too,  their  povrrty.  As  he  worked 
himself  at  his  ow  n  pursuits  with  enthu- 
siastic zeal,  so  he  rasil)  in>|)irt  il  yvhh 
the  same  cntltusinsni  tli  -  young  men 
who  loved  to  be  aboni  him. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  in  Berlin,  he 
became  director  of  the  Anatomical  Mu- 
seum; it  eon  tallied  at  that  time  no  nM>»-»' 
than  Walther's  collection.  The  Zooto- 
niea)  Museum  has  been  for  the  most 

1>art  created  by  Rndolnhi,  inasmuch  as 
le  with  great  activity  had  the  aiM?itr«ls 
procured  at  his  own  private  cxpcn^r, 
and  bad  them  prepared  bjrthe  young 
people  under  his  <lirection.  He  atm  l>e- 
came  soon  afler  his  arri^^l  ni»  r  of 
the  scientific  Deputation  tor  McduiU 
Affairs.  His  correct  and  acute  judg- 
nent,  and  the  practical  bearing  of  dl 
bis  worits,  leave  a  chasm  wbicli  cannot 
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easily  be  supplied.    In  1612  he  nub- 

liJifd  a  eontrihntion  to  anthn)]n>lo<4-y 
and  general  natural  histon*.  What  he 
here  lirst  broached,  he  afterwanls  ex- 
panded more  at  large  in  his  physiology. 
In  the  snpjilement  of  his  lilV  he  {jfives 
himself  as  the  author  of  tin-  followinn' 
inaugural  dissertations  :  —  IJuttna  f 
De  Rum  Pipa  ;  Ohtfrwtiontt  (Meolam 
gUnts  Vari9iutibu8  Miisciilomm, 
Diss.  2.  They  are  rich  in  original  re- 
marks. It  was  at  that  time  not  yet 
forbidden  the  professors  to  write  disser- 
tations Ibr  the  aspirants  to  the  doctorate^ 
as  it  formerly  was  almost  a  universal 

Eractice.  The  question  on  tliis  point 
as  two  sides.  Certainly  a  dissertation 
ought  to  be  a  specimen  of  the  attain- 
ments of  the  aspirant,  not  of  the  pro. 
fessor.  Yet  the  former,  who  may  be 
under  the  necessit  y  of  having  his  disser- 
tations written  by  another,  can  have  it 
so  done  by  whom  lie  (deases;  and  thus 
we  very  often  obtain  valueless  papers, 
instead  uf  tlie  v  aluahle  ones  which  the 
professors  could  supply. 

Rudolnhi's  essays  in  the  papers  of 
the  Acaueray  "f  Sriences  are  rery  ma- 
nifold, and  conuni  many  memorable 
inquiries ;  e.  g.  on  the  Balsena  Lon- 
gimana  -~  on  the  Poison  Spur  of  the 
Oi  nitliorhviulius  —  on  the  Transfor- 
mation of  the  Ouraug-oittang  into  a 
Pongo  —  on  Human  Hermaphrodites 
generally,  and  on  a  genuine  specimen 
of  the  kind,  See.  Vf  Almost  thron^-fi- 
out  we  see  tlie  tendency  of  the  author  to 
demolish  rash  and  overhasty  theories. 
His  principal  work  at  this  period  of  his 
lift'  was  nis  P/ii/siofof/i/y  in  3  vols. 
1H-21.H.  It  is  a  great  loss  to  science 
that  this  work  is  not  complete,  nor  ever 
to  be  ecmipleted;  for  among  the  frag- 
nn  nts  which  remain,  there  is  no  more 
to  be  foinid  than  some  extracts  thrown 
together  on  tlic  secretion  of  urine.  It 
is  an  ample  collection  of  matters  of 
fact;  and  not  merely  a  collection,  but 
n  f-ritical  discussion  of  them,  execnterl 
w  ith  great  acuteuess.  That  was  wanted. 
We  bare  so  many  theories,  and  ^eir 
abundance  is  become  so  wearisome,  that 
vrr-  are  very  glad  to  take  a  general  view, 
when  the  authors  are  not  altogpfher  in* 
fallible.  This  work,  however,  iVugment 
though  it  is,  will  be  named  when  other 
writHiifs  nf  the  kh\(]  nn»  forgotten: 
Opinionum  comtnenta  delet  dies. 

His  ample  income  he  spent,  for  the 
mostpait,  on  his  library.  The  Unirer- 
aity  was  well  attended  by  students  of 
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medicine,  and  at  that  periotl  there  were 
notao  many  poor  scholars  anionj*-  them 
as  ihere  have  been  since.  He  took  also 
a  g-ood  deal  of  nonejr  for  feet.  BeaideB, 
he  lived  moderately:  be  poasesaed,  in 
1832^  the  same  furniture  which  he  hon<»'ht 
iu  1810.  ^  When  any  one  dined  with  him, 
all  waa  aimple  in  ibe  highest  decree ;  he 
drank  wine,  probably  too  much  for  his 
health,  but  it  was  orniiiarv  n  d  wine;  it 
was  only  for  a  friend  who  would  rather 
take  none  at  all  than  common  wine, 
diat  the  friendly  Rudolphi  would  ha%  e 
a  flask  of  Bui^undy  fetdied,  when  li< 
knew  of  the  visit  beforehand,  His;n!n 
tomical  and  uhysical  library  one  may 

Iironoonee  to  liaTe  been  almost  perfect : 
le  was  himself  of  that  opinion.  His 
Zoological  Library  was  very  rich.  As 
be  hi^  uo  more  W)ks  to  buy,  be  col- 
lected^ medala^  of  celebrated  Savana^ 
and  hia  collection  ought  ta  be  very  con- 
siderable, lam  not  upquainfed  with  it; 
I  have  an  idiosyncrasy  against  such 
collections,  and  I  told  bim  ao. 

Rudolphi  hated  phyaioa,  because  he 
believed  that  tnitli  wa?»  disfi«rurrd 
through  its  hypothe^M^s.  When  one 
presumes  that  ne  ean  letde  things  <l 

?riViV'  be  flaja  lonwirbere  in  his 
hysiology,  "one easily  jr^ts  rnnvineed 
in  this  way."  This  jieculiarity  of 
his  viewb  should  not  be  forgotten  when 
a  judgment  is  formed  of  his  opinions. 
Snme  years  aftrr  his  arrival  in  Berlin, 
niiimal  magnetism  caused  a  sensation, 
and  »oon  after  began  to  gain  ^rouud. 
A  commiaaioa  waa  appointra  to  inquire 
into  the  thing;  Rudolphi  was  a  mem- 
ber, and  tliou^ht  to  ex"j)ose  the  fraud. 
Such  commissions  are  of  some  worth 
wbenmiraelea  are  performed  by  a  groom, 
hut  dangerouswhen  ladies  of  qualitybnaj 
themselves  therewith.  Rudolphi  s  up- 
right correct  miud  could  endure  uo  de« 
ception ;  be  unfortanately  loat  hia  tern, 
per  in  the  transactions  of  this  time; 
he  rouhl  not  laugh  at  them,  for  he  used 
wit  and  humour  onlyfor  things  rather  un- 
important in  tbemaelTea,  notlbr  matters 
which  be  conaiderad  aerioua.  With 
thi^  feeling-  he  conneetrd  toi,'-elher  his 
Irequeut  tlioughts  on  the  question  of 
a  aentible  nervous  atmosphere,  which 
he  would  not  on  any  account  admiL 
Pcrhan^;  he  was  wrong;  in  tlii'^,  hoff- 
ever,  he  was  certainly  right— that  cha- 
racters oannet  be  read  through  the  pit  of 
the  stomach. 

In  the  year  1^17  h  -  made  an  eight 
months'  tour  in  Italy.   The  mihi,  open, 


ri<-lily-informe(l  man,  who  also  had  his 
information  alwa\s  i>n*sent— who,  be- 
sides, did  not  iail  iu  uicut  lor  speaUuog-* 
made  a  ffnat  impieaaion  wBofeverhc 
shewed  hin»df.  Delia  Chiainv  at 
Naples,  Ranzanif  jti  B(dntrna,  and  Ctm- 
figiiachi,  at  Conio,  spoke  fur  a  long 
time  after  wttb  the  Mieit  inteniat  A 
him.  It  was  Rudolphi^  last  tour;  tbe 
otherwise  active  man  could  no  more  he 
induced  to  any  journey.  In  the  same 
year  he  was  ap])ointed  of  the  Medlicjd 
jPrivy  Council;  in  1821  lierecseiied  th? 
Royal  Prussian  Order nf  thr  K, d  Eagle 
(3d  class),  and  in  18t!8  the  Ro>  al  S»*  tnlish 
Order  uf  the  Polar  Star.  Since  that  he 
was  named  a  member  of  aerenl  leaned 
societies,  vVc. 

He  now  withdrew  himself  gradually 
irom  all  society,  but  coutlnuecfat  hooae 
to  be  the  aame  ebeerftd  and  dllig««t 
person.  Aboat  eight  years  ago  he  ^f. 
lered  very  severely  from  s]>n'»in  of  the 
chest,  and  at  the  time  made  his  uilj. 
He  drank  a  ^freat  deal  of  Sdtner  watar, 
and  now  an  incontinence  of  urine  set  ta, 
which,  no  doubt,  was  hi^  princTprt!  rf-n 
son  for  withdrawing  hiiu&ell  truni  mj- 
ciet^.   As  he  ceased  to  drink,  his  com- 

Slaint  also  ceased;  but  aiiddanlf  a 
ropsy  of  file  belly  eii^Tirt!,  in  .\ni;ii<;t 
1832.  He  wa-s  stilt  very  active  iii  irmul 
when  I  saw  him,  about  the  end  ol'  Oc- 
tober, on  my  return  from  a  tour.  Ke 
had  no  confidence  in  internal  remedif  s : 
he  used  warm  vapmir-haths,  which  were 
serviceable  at  first,  but  he  soon  beouue 
weaker.  He  uHiiiiate]3rMlinlo  asopo- 
rn^r  condition,  in  which  he  dic<l  on  the 
29th  No\  ember.  He  gave  me  some 
commissions  a  lew  days  before  his  death 
wUh  great  composore;  and  almost  1^ 
last  words  to  roe  were,  I  am  certain^ 
dying;"  which  he  said  with  i^rcat  calm- 
ness. On  examining  his  body,  mueh 
water  waa  found  in  the  abdaman ;  al' 
roost  none  in  Cbo  obcst.  The  liw  was 
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OWaiManMMilMti  T^mor  of  th»  Ltmr 
Oftnti§m  Cn 

Amce  GoDwrv,  ngrd  a  hi  ulthy  hxiV- 
iug  country-woman,  married,  waa  admitted 
into  FVdtb  ward,  nnder  the  care  of  Mr. 
Lawrence,  in  the  early  part  of  June,  with 
a  tnmor,  sitaalcd  on  the  right  aide  of  tiM 
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face,  partly  upon  tlic  outer  surrace  of  the 
base  t>f  the  inferior  inaxiUary  bone,  and 
parsing  deci)ly  bentnth  the  lower  margin. 
The  tainor  was  inegularly  oval  in  shape, 
its  long  diameter  extendi  11  cr  from  the  nnple 
to  the  symphysis  of  the  jaw :  ii  appeared 
fifiii,  and  md  in  lextiinv  and  was  more- 
able  upon  the  parts  bcTirnth,  except  at  the 
angle  of  the  jaw.  to  which  it  seemed  to  be 
mttachad:  luwdling  oecarfoned  nouneaai- 
ness,  but  she  has  at  times  experienced 
severe  lancinating  pains  in  it:  the  integu- 
ments covering  it  are  natural  in  appear- 
ance, except  that  there  were  seyeraJ  dca- 
trices,  the  result  of  tbr  local  applications 
which  had  been  mode  to  the  tumor.  On 
the  inner  tnrface  of  the  lower  jaw,  near 
the  last  molar  tooth,  was  a  llvtuluns  ;iper- 
ture,  through  which  a  probe  pai>i»ed  iuto 
the  ewdlli^,  and  from  wbieh  n  foetid, 
dark-colonred  fluid,  occasionally  escaped. 
The  patient  state  that  the  tumor  com- 
menced fire  years  agg,  m  the  form  of  a 
small  knot,  which oontinnedtlowly  and  pro- 
gressively to  enlarge,  onfittcntUd  ^vith  rmy 
particular  degree  of  pain,  i  wo  vtan*  alter 
its  conuneneement  it  bunt,  and  aisehaiged 
a  quantify  of  luattrr  intd  the  month, 
tlirough  the  opening  iu  tlie  maxillaiy  bone, 
which  we  hare  just  mentioned:  iteabee* 
quently  increased  in  size,  and  its  growth 
has  latterly  been  much  more  rapid,  and 
attended  with  greater  pain.  Her  health 
does  not  appear  at  allimnaired,  and  during 
the  last  nine  months  uie  has  suckled  a 
chUd. 

39d.'To-dsy  the  woman  was  brooffbt 

into  the  operating  theatre,  and  Mr.  Lav\ 
rence  proceeded  to  remove  the  tumor  in 
the  following  manner: — An  incision  was 
made  through  the  lonqj^  axis  of  the  tumor, 
extcndinj:^  fn»ni  the  symphysis  to  the  nn'j:^le 
of  the  iaw :  a  &ccoud  incision,  cutmueuciug 
from  the  centre  of  the  first,  was  carried 
vertically  downwards,  to  the  lower  border 
of  the  swelling.  The  integuments  were 
now  reflected,  forming  two  flaps,  to  as  to 
expose  the  tumor,  which  wa.s  found  to  1>e 
contained  in  a  cyst :  the  operator  then  dis< 
fiected  the  tumor  from  the  external  surface 
of  the  jaw,  to  as  great  an  extent  as  could 
be  eflVctf  fl  by  the  scali)el,  in  doing  which 
the  luciai  artery  was  divided  and  tied. 
To  permit  the  attachments  of  the  tumor, 
below  and  beneath,  to  hi  more  freely  exa- 
mined, it  was  found  necessary  to  slice 
tbrongfa  and  remove  the  greftler  portion  of 
it:  a  large  artei^  was  wouudeu  at  thi^i 
part  of  the  operation,  but  was  immediately 
secured.  The  remaining  part  of  llie  tu- 
mor was  attached  to  the  angle  of  the  jaw, 
and  pn.wd  deeply  btncath  the  bone  to- 
wards the  cavity  of  tlic  mouth:  the  con- 
aexiontwitb  the  maadlla  were  ssparatsd 
with  the  bone  f«>rcep}j,  ami  the  tumor,  to- 
gether with  the  cyst,  were  dissected  from 


the  parts  to  which  thry  were  attached  be- 
neath the  jaw,  except  a  small  portitm  of 
the  latter,  which  could  not  be  removed 
without  cutting  through  the  mucous  inem. 
bmne  covering  the  floor  of  the  month. 
The  edgis  of  the  w  ouud  were  then  brttuglit 
together,  and  united  by  sutures,  and  a 
cloth  wetted  with  saturnine  wash  ordered 
to  be  thrown  over  tlie  parts. 

Mr.  Lawienee  afterwards  examined  iti9 
t«>mor,  which  in  the  greater  part  of  its  ex- 
tent w  a.s  of  a  fibrous  texture,  tin-  remain, 
ing  part  consisting  of  bone  and  curtiia- 
ginons  gu))stauce:  in  the  centre  was  a 
cavity,  which  had  been  opened  bv  the  sec- 
tion of  the  tumor  made  during  the  opera- 
tion :  it  oonfidned  a  dnilucolottved,  glairy 
fluid,  of  a  ffrtid  odtiur. 

Mr.  I^wrence,  in  addressing  the  pu,. 
pi  Is,  related  to  them  th6  drcumstances 
of  the  cas^  and  the  character  of  the 
swelling  prcvinus  to  the  operation,  whiih 
we  have  ulicudy  d^cribed :  he  had 
never,  he  said,  met  with  a  tumor  of  a 
Vind  exactly  ^TTnihir  to  t!ii'=i.  ^\hic-h  he 
considered  to  be  of  the  nature  ol  o^teo- 
saraonui:  it  was  certainly  not  of  n  nuligo 
Tiai\t  nature,  and  as  the  small  i)ortion  of 
tlu  rvst  would  be  thrown  ofl'  by  8ui»pura- 
tivc  proceascs,  he  bad  no  donbt  but  that 
complete  and  pennanent  veooveij  wonld 
ensue. 

23d.— Ha-H  passed  a  quiet  night;  wound 
looking  well. 

2.jth. — The  sntnres  removed;  the  edges 
of  the  incision  along  the  base  of  the  jaw 
have  united  faw  die  flint  intentien ;  there  is 
a  luulth  V  disoHUge  from  tiie  fewer  part  of 
the  wound. 

July  16th. — The  wound  has  continned 
te  heal  without  any  unlhrourablc  occur- 
rence, and  the  woman  is  on  the  point  of 
being  discharged  from  the  hospital. 


ANNXYERSARY  HEETIK0  OF  THE 
PROTINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND 
SimOICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

"We  arc  much  rejoiced  to  Icaru  that  the 
meetings  at  Bristol  on  FruJt^y  last,  to 
use  the  language  of  a  correi>poiidcnt, 
far  exceeded  in  interest  the  most  san- 
guine osqBectations  of  its  warmest  friends 
;nt(l  ';Ti]t]inrtcr'5.  At  the  Infirmary,  in 
the  mormug^,  nearly  2lK)  members  as- 
sembled, and  the  proceedings  were  of 
the  most  gr.itifying-  description."  fVom 
the  Bristol  'MiVror  of  Saturday  we  «c- 
tract  the  ruliowiug  particulars  ^— 

«  Yc'^terday  our  Infirm  an-  wti<;  com- 
pUmeuted  with  the  distiugui&hed  honour 
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of  being  die  place  selected  for  holding  the 
first  anivcmiy  meeting  of  the  above  So- 
eiety,  in  conaeqaence  of  the  vt•^^  riTuncrous 
list  of  luembers  and  the  resjtccUible  sup- 
port given  to  the  association  by  tbe  most 
eminent  prolMonal  gentlemen  of  this 
citj. 

[Heie  there  is  given  a  sketch  of  the  ori. 

Kin  and  «»l)jcctsor  the  society,  withwhidi 
our  readers  are  already  acquainted.] 

**  Preriouslv  to  the  ct>mmencement  of 
the  business  of  the  day,  the  exterior  of  the 
In6rmary,  theintt-mal  arrangcnK  nt  of  the 
wards,  the  new  buildings,  appropriated 
solely  for  the  out-patients,  the  mnsenm, 
the  library,  the  liTture-room,  and  the 
whole  eeooomy  of  the  institution,  became 
an  object  of  nniveral  attraction  and  ap- 
probation. 

"  A  t  eleven  o'clock  the  membeni  of  the 
council  met  in  the  Infirmary  committee- 
room,  prelimiaarv  to  the  general  meeting 
nt  onr,  nbout  which  hour  this  institution 
prci>eulcd  a  scene  of  mm !iual  professional 
ardour  and  interest,  by  the  arrival  of 
nearly  two  hundred  members  from  dif. 
fevent  parts  of  the  ki  np:dom.  Dr.  C'aiiick 
Viras  mianimously  called  to  the  ciiair. 

"  The  meeting  was  opened  by  l>r.  Car- 
riek  with  an  irttnxluctory  and  hnini)r>us 
speech;  Dr.  Hastings,  honorary  secretary 
to  the  society,  then  read  the  report;  after 
which  se^'eral  re-ijdutions  were  earrit  d,  and 
a  council  was  formed  to  conduct  and  ma- 
nage the  aflain  of  the  association.  The 
business  of  the  society  beinic:  so  far  com- 
pleted. Dr.  Harlow,  of  "Uatli,  delivered  an 
eloquent  and  li  anied  address,  containing  a 
retrospective  view  of  the  state  of  medical 
and  Mirgical  science,  which  occupied  nearly 
an  hour.  This  oration  was  received  with 
nniversal  saUsfaction  and  del  i  t,  and  una. 
nimously  ordend  to  be  inserted  in  the 
next  volume  of  the  transactions  of  the 
eoeiety. 

*•  A  bout  half,  past  four  o'clock,  the  morn- 
ing meeting  beitig-ennrludrd,  tlir  rfMiipnuv 
separated,  and  niei  again  at  hall-pa&i  six, 
with  several  additional  members^  and  sat 
down  to  dinner  in  tlu  ';p:uious  banqiu  t 
ing-room  at  Ivatt's  Hotel,  when  Dr.  Car- 
rick  again  took  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ricbaid 
Smith  and  Mr.  Hetlin^  acted  a^  vice-pre- 
sidents. Nothing  could  exceed  the  bar 
mony  and  conviviality  of  this  entertain- 
ment. 

"  There  never  has  been,  on  nrtv  occa- 
sion, such  an  assemblage  of  pruvincial 
talent  ami  cbantfter  convened  together, 

either  in  this  or  any  other  eotintrv  

altoj^ether  lorimng  anew  aera  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  prolV»Mion.  As  citizens  of 
Bristol,  we  feel  an  honcMt  pride  in  our  an- 
cient city  having  been  selected  for  the  first 
anoiver^ry  meeting  of  this  valuable  and 
scientific  association;  and  we  moet  sin- 


(xrely  wish  it  pemuincnce,  success,  and 
prosperity.*' 

We  reg^rct  that  we  have  not  rmnn  r*>r 
the  names  of  the  manj  distingnishcd 
persons  from  all  parts  of  the  country 

who  attemlcfl  the  meetin«r;  but  we  can- 
not close  this  account  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Association  without  ex]ires&ingr 
our  cordial  concurrence  in  the  sentimeDts 
of  our  Bristol  contemporarv  ;  w  e  o:in 
fuliv  estimate  the  fp^iwing  iriiportanc" 
of  toesodety,  and  we  need  scarcely  add 
that  wc  wish  it  every  succcs.s.  'Next 
^'car,  we  understand,  the  annual  nicetiii|f 
IS  to  take  place  at  Birmingham. 

WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  of  BURIALS, 
Fnm  Bills  of  MonTALnr,  Juiy  d3»  1833. 


AtwcMS  4 

Age  and  Debility  .  4i 

Ajjoplfxy     .       .  9 

Aslhina        .       .  I8 

CanciT         •       •  S 

Chiklblrlb    .      .  i 

Cholera       .      .  4S 

Cor.«uinption      ,  yO 

Convulitjont  «  4| 
U«ntHloaorT«ttlitng  6 

DIarrbM  | 

Dropsy  N 

Dropsy  on  tUc  Brain  1 7 

FryiliielM   •      ♦  .H 

Fever    ...  12 

Fever,  Scarlet     .  1'2 

Fever,  Typhus    .  4 

Gout    .      •      •  3 

Heemorrhage      .  1 

lacrcM*  of  Burials,  as 
ttas  pffectdlof  wMk 


Heart,  diteased  .  S 

Hem!a         .      .  1 

HoiipinK. Cough  .  10 
liidauimaUoo  . 

BowelaftStsnaeh  IS 

Brato       .      .  4 

Lungs  sad  Plsrna  • 

loSuciiSB    •     .  9 

loasaltv     .  1 

Lircr.  dlseaaed    .  9 

Heavlet       .      .  4 

Mortification      .  if 

Pitralvals      .       .  3 

Scrolula        .       •  1 

Hmall-Fos    .      •  S 

^lasma       •      .  S 

Tbraah       •      •  6 

•  IS 
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Tliursilay  .  18 
Friday  . 
Saturday 
Suiid:iy  . 
Blonduy  . 
Tuesday  • 


19 
20 

22 
SS 


WsdaetdaySI 


TBKajtvMBTaa. 

from  hi  to  79 


.">»» 
44 
40 
40 
4S 
89 


74 

fiy 

04 
63 
68 
64 


BAKOMRTsa. 

30  09  to  ;u>  01 

2y  90 


2970 
89^1 

39  72 
29  84 


2977 
29 

SS-74 


29  fW 
2y  !W 


\^  Ind  s.W.  nnd  N.W.  the  fofiner  prevaUlnf. 

)  VL  j  t  the  13th,  Kenrrally  cloudy,  with  fke- 
^uejit  rain.  A  slight  thunder  tUum  tnm  Uw 
West  and  North-ivvi'tward,  h«ft«t«tt  2  sad  8  te 
tlis  afternoon  of  tbt  2M. 

Bain  fUten,      of  an  lath. 

Chablbs  Hskbt  AnAMs. 


NOTICE. 

The  letter  of  "  An  Edinbni^  H.D." 

certainly  next  week. 


W.  WiuoNtPrlBter,  67,  sittnMr*8tf«t^  l.oodAa. 
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LBOTUBBS 

ON  THB 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  OF 
MEDICINE; 

Br  Dk.  Elliotsom. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  STOMACH  AND 
BOWELS. 


DIARRHCEA, 

i  HOW  pirocead  to  die  oonsldenitioii  of 

that  flisiase  int  i  li  *  hnmic  (lysentfry 
deg:enemte»,  but  which  happens  crery  day 
(indeed  I  may  ftiy  every  hour)  without  dy- 
icnterv — viz.  diarrhoea. 

Definition. — Hv  f!iiirrh(Pft  i*  meant  fre- 
quent, liquid,  aud  ratiier  copious,  fi^uleot 
BtoolM  (in  dysenterr  tlie  atook  are  not  fe> 
etilent),  not'depeiidt  nt  upon  debility  of  the 
sphincter  aui.  VVh«a  a  penon  la  weak  in 
tlie  spbiocter  ani  he  maj  have  stoola  tverj 
ten  minutes,  but  he  would  not  on  that 
count  hihnur  uudcr  diarrhoea. 

iu  this  di»t'iit«  there  is  only  pain  at  the 
time  of  the  evecnation.  It  i%  pinching 
enoufjli,  HTid  c  vrn  pretty  sharp  thrn.  htit  it 
ceases  u-'*  i»oou  as  the  person  ha>  tuund  a 
oonrenient  place;  whenas,  in  dysentery, 
the  i^riping;  is  horrid,  and  is  not  lessened 
from  the  dischaiige  of  mucus  and  blood 
which  characterizes  the  disease. 

CuUen,  in  hi«  definition,  fays  theieia 
no  preliminary  ferer,  and  that  the  disease 
is  not  contagious ;  but  there  may  be  pre- 
liminary fever  in  diarrhcBa,  inasmuch  as  it 
i;s  rro(|U(  ntly  inDummatory.  I  should  be 
content  with  the  de6uition'l  have  given. 

Nalvrt  i^'  th§  Defeetim$.^Snw  the  dis. 
charge  in  this  disease  is  of  all  colours — 
white,  screen,  black,  ytllM'v,  flay-coloured, 
and  of  various  colours  ut  various  times  j 
and  it  it  alto  of  all  f«ton— aoar,  fetid^ 


oil!  every  variety  of  nnpleasant  smell: 
it  may  likewise  be  bloody,  watery,  mucous, 
or  purulent.  Occasionally  the  motion* 
can  hardly  be  called  liquid-— th^  are  only 
very  sof>  Sometimes  they  are  uniform  iu 
their  tetmeiiy  or  softness,  aud  sometimes 
it  is  disuorscd  in  di  Serent  portions.  It  ap- 
pears tnat  the  dischai^e  i^^  rhit  tly  an  in- 
creased secretion  of  the  iuteiitines,  and 
aometlmea  of  the  Brer.  Sometimes  the 
nature  of  tlie  dischai^e  is  dependent  u]>on 
some  other  organ.  The  discharge  mny  be 
purulent  from  an  abscess  in  the  iivcr,  or 
perhaps  in  the  o?aria. 

Degrees  nud  Duration . — There  are  all  de- 
greet  of  the  disease,  and  all  durations  of  it 

Morftfcf  Appearaneti. — After  <feath  yott  will 
soni'-'tinies  find  nothir-;  it  has  been  merely 
an  excessive  secretion  j  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  you  will  frequently  find  all  degrees 
of  redacai  and  oongestion.  Freqncutlv 
the  mucous  membrane  is  found  sol^ened, 
and  then  it  may  be  red  or  white :  some, 
times  it  is  inflammatory  softening,  and 
then  it  is  red  ;  nnd  sometimes  it  is  without 
any  mark  of  inflammation,  and  is  quite 
white.  Occasionally  the  mtieons  mem- 
brane '\s  found  very  much  thickened,  and 
it  is  also  ulcerated*  Sometimes  the  ulcc- 
ratiuu  is  a  mere  superficial  abrasion,  and 
sometimes  it  is  rvty  deep— it  a)>pcars  to 
have  begun  in  the  mucons  foUielcs.  The 
mucous  follicles  may  contain  (as  iu  chronic 
dvsentenr)  curdy  stofi*,  and  sometimes  pus. 
Tilt  follicles  are  frequently  in  a  state  of 
hypertrophy,  and  sometimes  without  being 
ulcerated,  they  contain  pus.  In  fact  vou 
hare  all  the  various  states  of  thaintestiaee 
which  I  mt  Titifint-fl  iw  being  seen  alter 
fever,  and  M;eu,  indeed,  in  chronic  dysen- 
tery. These  may  oocnr  in  the  large  intes- 
tines or  the  siuaH  intesliiu^,  r  h',\h; 
sometimes  very  cxtenavel>  and  iouietimes 
partially. 

Catue$. — The  causes  of  the  disease  are, 
in  thefir>t  ptncr,  too  mMchfood.  If  a  per- 
son eats  a  great  deal,  it  must  find  its  way, 
aad  it  doas.  Then  mnst  be  more.expor. 
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tulion  in  proportion  to  the  importation; 
BO  that  diurrha^a  is  very  frequently  an  ef- 
fort of  nature,  and  the  person  would  be 
Li  lly  off  if  he  liad  not  diarrhoea.  An 
alderman,  I  »hould  think,  would  suffer  8e> 
verely  if  bo  had  not  muny  attacki  of  diar- 
rhoea in  the  course  of  a  season.  Improper 
articles  of  food  will  tfive  rise  to  diarrhn  n  ; 
e?ery  I>ody  knows  that  if  be  take  something 
which  disagreea  with  him,  he  will  siiffer 
from  it ;  nature  makes  a  proper  effort  to 
get  hd  of  it.  Frequently  new  articles  will 
occasion  dianhcpa.  Tf  a  person  Mt  some- 
thing to  which  ho  is  not  accustomed,  al- 
though it  is  exctllciit  in  its  kind,  it  will 
frequently  give  rise  to  the  disea.sc.  Chil- 
dttn  suffer  exceedingly  if  tin  y  are  weaned 
too  earl V,  ortnnsudiu  iily.  Tlu  ri-  is  a  par- 
ticitlar  Uind  of  diarrhoea  in  infants,  csdled 
vrnnrtg  thrwh.  If  children  he  weaned  be- 
fore nature  is  ready  for  it,  or  if  the  chanijo 
be  made  too  rapidly,  diarrhoea  takes  jilace; 
they  cannot  bear  Uie  sudden  change  from 
milk  to  common  food;  whereas,  if  the 
child  be  strong,  and  is  weaned  cradnallv, 
it  b^ra  the  alteration  of  diet  very  weti. 
This  is  predsely  analoffons  to  what  is  ob* 
served  wltli  ret^ard  to  fish.  Thrrr  are  salt 
water  and  fresh  water  raoUu.sc* ;  and  if 
you  put  the  salt  water  into  fresh  water, 
and  ricf  xen^i,  thcv  will  die  ;  but  if  you  mix 
the  water  pfrad''nllv.  so  us  tn  Ks.«cn  the  sa- 
line quality  ol  tiic  water  by  degrees,  it  will 
live  in  it  as  well  as  if  it  had  been  always 
accustomed  to  it;  and  so  with  resrard  to 
the  fresh  water  mollusca  living  in  salt 
water.  A  new  article  of  food  is,  both  in 
children  and  adults,  a  common  came  of 
diarrhoea,  but  especially  in  the  former. 

Cold  is  another  common  cause  of  this 
complaint,  especially  alter  heat.  The 
mind  too  has  a  very  threat  effect,  f  -  rtr  is 
generally  considered  to  operate  very 
strongly  on  the  intestines.  Malaria  n 
enumerated  among  the  cau.ses  of  this  dis- 
ca.se.  Tlie  suj)pres.s5on  of  other  discbarges 
will  sonu  tinu-s  produce  it.  if  a  person 
have  been  accustomed  to  a  running  of  the 
Ics:.  !>Tul  it  --TuM.Mily  stopped,  he  may 
think  himself  well  otf  iV  he  have  diarrhoea, 
hecanse,  if  he  had  not,  he  might  have  apo- 
picxy.  IMetastases  are  causes  of  it;  if 
another  disease  cease,  it  is  common  to  see 
diarrhoea  begin.  If  inflammation  sud- 
denly esase,  diarrhoM  nmj  ooeur.  Dyse»> 
tcnr  is  mentioned  as  onp  cnn^f^  of  it. 

This  is  an  auction  which  is  very  com- 
monly produced  by  other  diseases,  or  it 
becomes  a  |vart  or  oonse(]nenec  of  rtlu  r 
diseases.  In  fever,  for  instance,  diarrhoea 
Is  Tcry  common;  it  becomes  a  part  of 
fever.  It  is  very  common  after  measles ; 
nienslr*  nfTeet  the  int»'^fincs  almost.  I  was 
going  to  say,  as  much  as  the  skin,  but  it  af- 
reets them  in  a  very  remaikuUe  degree. 
So  again  in  phthisis;  the  same  state  of  the 


body  that  jjivcs  rino  t<>  that  affection  at 
last  causes  a  great  irruuuoa  of  llic  alimen- 
tary canal. 

Cauies  of  parotymf — Besides  the  excit- 
ing causes  of  the  dii»ea.se  it.self,  there  are 
exciting  causes  of  paroxysms,  if  I  maj  so 
call  them.    For  instance,  when  a  penoA 

Inhonrint^  nnder  diarrhoea,  if  he  more 
about  luucii,  he  will  very  likely  be  obliged 
to  go  to  stool  J  and  iM^ain,  on  taking  food, 
many  persons  immediately  have  a  desire 
for  a  motion.  Sometimes  it  is  warm,  and 
sometimes  it  is  cold  food,  which  has  this 
effect.  Freiiuently  persons  can  take  no- 
thing wann  without  having  a  desire  to  sro 
to  stool;  and  the  application  of  cold  to 
the  surface  will  bring  on  the  desire  in  a 
moment.  The  best  thinir  is  to  sit  quietly 
by  the  fire  witbont moving. 

7VMffii«nf.<— As  to  the  treatment  of  this 
disease,  if  it  be  slight  it  is  hcst  to  d(»  no- 
thing at  ail;  it  is  generally  a  mere  efK>rt 
of  nature  to  relieve  herself  from  something 
improper,  which  has  been  taken  inwardly, 
or  from  the  depressive  action  <»f  an  agent 
applied  to  some  other  part  of  the  bodjr. 
When  cold  has  been  applied  to  Resurface, 
nature  relieves  herself  in  this  way  ;  and  if 
the  individual  do  not  make  it  wunte,  be  ia 
sure  to  get  better. 

But  if  it  be  necessary  to  adopt  any  me*, 
sures,  mild  diluents  in  the  first  instance 
are  the  I>cst  things.  Every  old  woman 
knows  that  barley-water,  chicken-broth, 
and  nrt,  lulp  to  sooth  the  intestines. 
Some  persona  to  this  add  mild  purgatives, 
and  some  are  in  the  habit  of  giving  the 
patient  a  dose  of  physic  wheneTer  he  haa 
diarrhcr  n,  nrul  in  i^»Mieral  there  is  no  harm 
in  it.  It  any  thing  acrid  have  been  taken, 
it  may  aid  nature,  and  the  disea.sc  may- 
cease  so  miieli  the  sooner;  hut  if  there  \^ 
merely  an  excessive  action  going  on,  from 
a  depressed  circulation  of  the  surface,  or 
the  passions  of  the  mind,  one  cannot  see 
what  good  can  he  done  by  a  purtrative.  As 
the  disease,  however,  in  most  iuhUiuces,  if 
left  to  itself,  would  cease  without  any 
thing  at  all,  a  purgative  frequently  has  the 
credit  of  curing  it  when  it  desenes  no 
credit  «t  all. 

If,  however,  the  disease  run  on,  it  may 
be  necessary  to  stop  it,  and  for  this  pnr- 
pose  various  ouiates  and  a.slringents  are 
given.  It  would  be  well  in  these  ea.se.s  to 
avoid  givinif  tinctnn  -:,  hecanse  there  is 
frequently  an  inflammatory  state,  and  an 
astringent  is  just  as  good  without  thealco- 
ho]  as  with  it.  I  need  not  eniimerafe 
chalk  mixture,  catechu,  kino,  and  all  the 
various  modes  in  which  opinm  is  given. 
In  very  severe  cases  the  same  treatment 
should  he  ;vh<pte<l  as  in  chronic  dysentery 
— the  exhibition  of  sulphate  of  copper  anci 
other  astringents.  For  what  I  know  to 
the  contraiy,  you  might  give  it  with  safety 


Digitized  by  Googl( 


DIARRHIBA. 


505 


at  thebegiuoing:  I  have  done  so,  but  it  is 
txM  powerful  tn  ftftringent  to  be  freqiiently 

required.  Sulphuric,  nitric,  and  niuriatic 
acids  united  with  opium,  have  been  f^ivcn 
in  these  cases  as  in  dysentery.  Dr.  Moses 
Griffiths,  who  invented  a  mixture  of  iron 
called  mi.ytiira  fni  r'rrjrvi^?.  n'cnm  mend  til 
in  diarrhoea  a  mixture,  cousiiiting  of  two 
dradims  and  m  half  of  tincture  or  ifinbarb 
and  "iix  drai  bms  of  linseed  oil,  a  jMirtiun 
of  which  was  to  be  given  two  or  three 
times  a. day.  I  hare  known  thie  adminif- 
tered  with  good  rH't  ct.  The  rhubarb,  be- 
sides beint^  a  moderate  }>iircri»iive,  is  an  as- 
tringent, and  the  oil  is  an  tuiuIccuL  The 
one  soothes,  the  oUier  ast tinges;  and  it  is 
thus  that  it  has  a  g<;oi\  ,  tXect  in  chronic 
diarrbeea.  It  is  also  given  in  chronic 
cKnenterjr.  Yon  will  find  it  in  some  of 
the  hospital  pharmacopoeias.  It  is  a  very 
beastly  thini^,  as  vih-  as  can  be  well  con- 
ceived; and  1  myself  never  found  it  neocs- 
ear^'  to  ^ive  it,  but  it  it  flometimes  a  good 
me<licitir  in  th<^  disease. 

It  is  ulwayh  necessary  carefully'  to  attcer. 
tain  whether  the  disease  is  not  inflamma- 
tory; after  measles,  it  crenomlly  is  to  a 
certain  degree,  and  you  should  always 

{>resa  tiie  abdomen  and  see  whether  there 
•  tenderness,  because  you  may  in  vain 
give  diluents  opiates,  and  astrini?cnt«!, 
and  even  make  the  patient  worse  by  them 
than  if  yon  did  not  give  them  at  all, 
if  there  l)c  a  deurree  of  inflammation  which 
you  do  not  take  means  to  remedy.  I  have 
seen  many  cases  of  diarrhcNt  which  have 
resisted  ail  the  means  that  could  be  adopt 
ed,  but  which  ceased  presently  on  applyint? 
leecfaeii  to  the  part,  or  on  tlie  applicaiion 
•f  a  blister.  In  fact,  this  disease  is  fre- 
quentJv  nnthinc:  hut  an  inflammation  of 
the  mucous  membrane,  and  it  will  cease  if 
you  apply  blisters.  It  is  frequently  ne- 
cesvarj'  while  you  are  doinif  this  to  give 
Opium  and  astringents,  and  you  may  do  so 
with  perfect  safety  if  you  attend  to  the 
inflammation :  inaeed,  if  jroa  do  attend  to 
it,  there  is  faM|nently  no  occasion  to  give 
them  at  all  j  and  if  you  do  not  attend  to 
it,  you  make  the  patient  worse  hj  their 

aahihition. 

Tlte  first  things  therefore,  in  cases  of 
this  dis«ue,  is  to  inqaire  into  the  eanse. 

If  the  patient  have  been  eating  improper 
articles  of  food,  yon  must  change  his  diet; 
if  there  be  any  iiidammation,  you  must 
trsat  it  aeeordingly ;  if  there  bono  infl  am. 
mation,  or  trit  miu  li,  then  yon  must  exhi- 
bit opiat(;.s  auU  astringents,  and  you  will 
care  the  disease.  The  mildest  of  all  as- 
tringents is  chalk  mivture  and  a  little 
laudanum  j  but  if  that  will  not  answer  the 
purpose,  yon  must  go  on  to  catechu,  kino, 
and  sulphate  of  copper,  taking  care  that 
the  patient  shonld  be  ««U  pw^jed  in  this 


di&ca<ie,  ju^t  1  mcnlioaed  in  chronic 
dysentery. 

'  This  is  the  common  form  of  diarrhopa; 
occasionally,  however,  we  meet  with  some 
singularities  in  this  disease. 

You  will  recollect  that  I  mentioned  Dr. 
Raillie  hnvim::^  dc^erihed  a  particular  kind 
of  jaundice,  remarkable  for  its  being  green, 
and  remarkable  for  its  ending  unfavoura- 
bly. He  also  has  described  a  kind  of  diar- 
rhoea remarkable  for  the  fsces  being  white, 
and  likewise  terminating  for  the  most  part 
fiitally. 

You  will  find  this  described  by  him  in 
the  Trau&actiuus  t»f  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians. He  says  that  in  this  particular 
kind  of  dian^Hra,  the  stf»ols  are  white, 
like  a  mixture  of  lime  and  water,  that  is 
to  say,  like  thin  mortar,  or  mortar  spoiled, 
frothy,  and  of  a  sour  smell,  very  copious, 
and  ver}' numerous,  unattended  with  pain, 
and  the  diiiease  is  so  chronic  that  ii  may 
last  for  greats.  It  most  commonly  ocenrs, 
he  says,  m  men,  not  in  women,  and  more 
particularly  in  men  who  have  been  in 
warm  cUmates,  and  suffered  flrom  liver 
disca."«e.  He  says  that  the  afTccllon  may 
be  occasionally  suspended,  and  the  fioces 
will  sometimes  become  brown ;  but  the 
disease  returns,  the  motions  become  white 
Htrnin,  nnfl  nl«-o  become  fluid,  and  the 
atlcction  is  very  rarely  removed;  but  the 
patient  wastes  away  nnder  it,  and  dies. 

Now  this  is  a  di«t  a''<'  ^^  I'lrli  T  have  oc- 
casionally seen,  and  though  Dr.  Baillie 
conld  not  core  it,  T  have  oeen  snccessful 
by  treating  it  the  same  as  ordinary  diar- 
rhira.  T  have  been  successful  in  two  ca«?es 
which  1  have  hud  of  it,  by  persevering 
steadUy  with  the  exhibition  of  sulphate  of 
copper  and  npinm.  Without  giviru,'^  im  r 
cury,  the  motions  of  these  penons  became 
hilioos,  they  ceased  to  be  white,  and  at 
last  they  became  firm,  as  well  of  a  pro- 
per colour.  One  man  was  a  patient  in  the 
hospital :  he  got  stout,  re2i;ained  his  looks, 
and  would  not  stay  uy  longer.  His  dis- 
ease  might  return  a  year  or  two  afterwards; 
but  I  kept  him  there  a  couMderable  time, 
and  he  remained  perfectly  well.  He  had 
been  in  iiot  climates,  ancf  in  all  respects 
corresponded  with  Dr.  Haillie's  observa- 
tiona  The  other  case  occuiTed  in  a  gen. 
tlcmen  who  had  long  been  in  India,  and 
after  i>crseverin£f  for  nearly  two  years  in 
the  medicine,  the  disease,  I  unacrstand, 
has  entirely  ceased.  He  is  an  old  man, 
and  his  c(m<;titntinn  lias  altogether  given 
way  to  the  warmth  of  the  cuinate.  He 
has  bad  attacks  first  of  one  thing,  and  then 
of  anothiT,  fnit  It  is  fliarrhfra  is  perfectly 
cured.  Dr.  Buillie  mentions  that  he  hm 
tried  the  ordinary  remedies  of  kino,  cate- 
chu, and  dialk  mixture,  but  that  they 
hare  all  been  nnsatisfactoiy,  and  all  AOIedi 
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bnt  by  pcrsevcriiVG^  ^vith  sulphate  of  eonper 
and  ii])iMiii  (suijilKitr  of  copjjer  alone 
might  hare  dune,)  aud  giving  tonics  at  the 
same  time,  two  muxes  have  warn  wdL 

Vou  will  occasionally  see  in  diarrhoea 
rery  considerable  shreds  of  Ivmph  di8> 
charged.  Patients  tell  you  that  they  have 
diachaii;^  greftt  pit  cc-s  r>f  skin — that  they 
are  sure  the  coats  of  their  howcN  tiru 
coming  off,  and  medical  men  have  thought 
the  same  thing.  l>r.  BailJie  onee  beliered 
that  ht'  saw  a  portion  of  mucous  meinhraiie 
come  away;  but  he  afterwards  detected 
his  error,  and  said  that  It  was  nothing 
Blore  than  an  efinsion  of  Ijrmph,  com- 
!«ponding  to  n  seroiiis  membrane,  and  ex- 
actly like  thu^'  tubercular  substances 
which  sometimes  come  away  Dram  the 
air-pns'ntres.  Oi'ca-sionally  a  larg'e  quan- 
tity of  hbriu  is  secreted  in  the  inner  sur- 
face of  the  mncons  membrane  in  dunmie 
(ly>^eiitenr,  and  it  will  come  away  in  the 
form  of  foive  shreds  or  tiilx^^. 

1  have  aJways  .seen  this  form  of  tlie  dis- 
ease marked  oy  great  pain,  and  I  have 
fonntl  it  exocc<1injfly  obstinate.  I  have 
not  5een  more  than  three  or  four  cases; 
hut  by  tlie  mo«t  per<;cTering  treatment,  I 

,  not  (lone  aov  Koo<lf  I  have  meiely 
aH'orded  temporary  relief. 

DISCHARGE  OF  FATTV  3fATTERS 
FROM' THE  AIJM EM  AUr  CANAL 
AND  URINARY  ORGASS. 

There  is  another  stiU  more  curions  sort 

of  discharge  ft-om  the  alimentary  canal, 
and  that  is  a  dischar^  of  fat  botli  in  a 
iU|uid  and  solid  state.  Sometimes  this  is 
discharged  with  diurrhwa,  and  sometimes 
without  it.  Occasionally,  the  Inmps  come 
away  with  great  pain ;  in  other  cases,  it  is 
oil  tiiat  comes  away,  just  of  tiie  colour  of 
melted  butter. 

My  attention  has  l>een  attracted  to  it 
fttmi  having  had  some  eases  of  this  descrip. 
tion  under  my  own  care.  I  was  led  to 
read  upon  the  •^ohicc  t,  and  my  cnrio«iity 
was  excited.  1  tiud  that  Sauvagcs,  whom 
I  mentioned  as  IWTing  been  the  first  IWuner 
of  a  system  of  ntr^rt^ojiv,  has  mrTitioiu  il  a 
diarrhao  adiposa ,  and  he  says  that  he  has 
Icnown  seneha,  after  hard  riding,  pour 
forth  adipose  matter.  ITc  j^ays  that  it  was 
apparently  nh«orh<'<l  hy  the  l>Iood?es9cls, 
where  lieing  mixed  with  the  blood,  it  ren- 
dere<l  it  viscid :  it  then  partly  flowed  into 
the  iii«r'  final  canal,  and  there  cn\rri  d  the 
ivecQs,  a.s  It  were,  with  butter.  '1  hat  i»  bis 
description  of  it  I  find,  however,  several 
very  satisfactory  cn^c  of  ifiis  ilispji.so. 
There  iii  one  of  a  woman  who  discharged 
every  day,  for  fourteen  months,  a  laive 
quantity  of  yellow  iUt,  which  lay  on  the 
fa«ccs  like  melted  butter.  Suffieient  was 
collected  to  fill  a  number  of  vessels,  and 
when  thrown  into  the  fire  it  burned  with  a 


bright  name;  and  after  the  fsHses  had 

cooled,  it  concreted  of  the  consistence  of 
absolute  fat.  Bat  what  was  singular,  there 
was  neitlier  tenesmns,  emaciation,  nor  col- 
liquative fever;  and  sixteen  years  after 
wards  she  was  in  excellent  bealtii.  Tilts 
case  is  related  1^  Tulpius ;  bnt  he  says, 
"  What  is  this  to  an  old  woman  who,  in 
her  70th  year,  voided  precisely  similar  fat 
from  the  intestines  and  bladder  }**  These 
are  singular  cases,  bnt  I  believe  them. 
Tulpius  adds,  that  towards  tli.  v\n<^o  of  th. 
disuse  in  the  last  case,  tlic  ]>alieut  became 
feveridi,  and  in  consequence  emaciated, 
and  that  death  found  her  little  eUe  than  m 
parched  and  juiceless  corpse.  I  find  ano- 
ther ( ase  where  a  patient  for  suint;  years 
had  sutfered  pain  in  the  stonmeh;  nothing 
relieved  her,  and  she  hrvumo  worse,  %vhen 
one  day  she  discharged  about  thnn^  j>ounds 
of  Iht,  and  firom  tliat  moment  speedily  re- 
coveretl.  I  find  another  case  where  a  pa  ' 
tient  discharged  from  hi«  bowels  for  twno 
years  a  lai^e  quuutiu  ol  tatty  substance  ; 
he  grew  thin  ami  weak,  then  died.  Intibe 
Edinhiir^jli  ."Medical  F  nvs  yon  will  find  a 
case  described  which  occurred  to  a  weaver,  i 
40  yean  of  age,  who,  in  attempting  to 
take  up  ft  very  heavy  vessel,  felt  his  l>ac^k  ' 
bone  crack,  whic  h  was  uitended  with  rio-  i 
lent  pain.  Ho  fell  to  the  ground,  beinf  j 
nnalMe  to  stand.  The  nain  long  contiaaed  \ 
\rr\-  severe;  he  fanciea  that  the  hone  was  i 
diitiocuted  inwards;  and  to  reduce  it, 
made  one  of  his  ndghbomrs  pull  his  belly 
backwards ;  while  another,  gcttine:  on  his 
shoulders,  pressed  them  downwards  and 
forwards,  by  which  he  thought  his  loins 
were  much  straighter  than  formerly,  and 
he  had  less  i)nin.  Some  days  after  this,  a 
country  bone  setter  undertook  to  put  all 
the  bones  right,  making  one  man  mdi  at 
fiis  shoulders  and  tlie  other  at  liis  legs,  in 
a  contrary  direction.  By  this  extension 
he  was  pat  to  most  exquisite  torture,  and 
all  his  complaints  were  inareased.  Three 
rnonthv  nftcr  he  rrttiM  just  creep  enough  to 
crawl  out  ol  door.s,  and  then  obsenred 
among  hb  eacremewtsa  whitish  snbsfwe, 
about  the  hulk  of  a  lartre  ^vahnlt  it  wa« 
like  tallow,  or  hardened  marrow, coinpoeed 
of  small  glohnles.  Tt  melted  on  the  ap- 
plication of  heat.  During  several  days 
after,  he  observed  several  pieces  of  the 
same  sort  uf  substance,  of  the  size  of  kid- 
ney beans  or  peas  come  away  among  his 
faeces.  He  lljouglit  uU  thnv,c  \v«cr  f  irccs, 
if  they  had  been  put  together,  would  have 
been  eqnal  to  the  large  piece  hepmaed 
first. 

About  a  year  and  a  half  ago  f  had  n  pa. 
tient,  in  Sit.  riioinas's  Hospital,  wiiii  dia- 
betes, who  had  wasted  away,  Parsena 
reason  or  other  f  li  nrd  to  sec  hi«  mo- 
tions, and  there  was  lying  up«>u  the  fipces 
a  lafjge  quantity  of  fatty  matter— soft  fiit  j 
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wbicb,  be  said,  nvu:>  quite  limd  when  di&- 
ebaigM.  I  looked  at  the  Cbcm  regulvJly 
avery  '1n\ ,  and  there  was  always  one  or  two 
table  spuou&ful  of  this,  iatty  iualter.  1 
took  a  part  of  it  to  Dr.  Piwit  and  some  to 
Mr.  Faraday,  and  it  was  seen  by  some  of 
the  first  chemists  in  Lnndcm,  who  found  it 
to  be  similar  t*]  fat.    'i'Ue  tiuesiiou  asked 
wa<;»  whether  the  pati^t  had  taken  castor- 
oi] }  but  he  bad  takt  n  noiliing  of  the 
kiud — nothing  oleaj(uiuu&.    The  fat  nm 
away  in  this  liquid  form  with  his  motions, 
or  after  them,  and  win  n  lie  had  diarrliira 
it  came  at  the  top.    It  was  voided  like 
oil,  but  presently  concreted,  ilia  wife  told 
na  that  this  was  the  first  symptom  of  his 
complaint.    lie  had  formerly  disc  Imrged 
an  immense  quantity  of  it,  so  timt  full 
one'half  his  motions  were  fau   What  was 
carious,  the  disea^.c  ceased  while  he  was  un- 
der my  care,  lie  died  of  diabetes  and  pb  thi- 
ais.  Iopenedhim,bnttheiewasnotblng|iar- 
lienhrtohafonnd.  The  diabetes  had  arisen 
from  an  orfirani''  (li'-ease  of  the  kidneys, 
but  tiiere  was  uoiLnug  else  to  be  found 
thc«e.    The  intestines    looked  greasy 
enou^rh — tiny  were  like  paper  8tee|)cd  in 
oil;  but  that  was  all.   fi^o oil  was  found 
In  die  alimentaiy  canaL  Dr.  Pnmt  tells 
me,  that  in  eases  of  this  kind  which  have 
come  to  bin  knowl<  dt/t'.  there  was  consi- 
derable disease  of  llie  kidney.    Mr.  Pcar- 
eoii»  of  C  ia])hum,  shewed  me  a  quantity  of 
fat  which  came  from  an  old  woman,  and 
said  lie  could  furnish  me  with  any  quan- 
tity.  He  understood  from  her  that  it  was 
in  theitrine;  but  he  mentioned  thecaseof 
a  lady  whom  he  knew  very  well  (he  did 
not  attend  upon  her,  but  he  had  been  in 
coni})any  with  her),  who  discharged  fat 
botli  in  the  urine  and  fan es.    Fie  had  been 
particular  to  have  the  urine  by  itself,  and 
#  alto  to  aseerlaia  wheUier  it  cuoe  fiom  the 
bowels  <ir  not;  and  he  eUarly  ;Lseertaiued 
that  it  came  from  butli.    in  this  case  of 
liis,  and  in  my  case  too,  1  think  the  mo- 
tions were  very  white  :  they  seemed  to  he 
of  a  visiid  nature.    !t  is  a  eurious  disease. 
Mr.  liowship  mentions  a  ca^e,  in  bin  book 
as  Morbid  Anatomy,  of  a  lady  who  dis- 
charged a  sfreat  quantity  of  this,  and  she 
.was  cured  by  giving  her  a  pint  of  sweet 
oil.   That  was  an  Md  remedy,   lie  saya 
the  took  a  pint  of  sweet  oil,  and  was  weU 
from  that  day,  though  she  h:td  long  been 
previoosly  ill.    However,  as  facts  are  stub- 
Vom  tkdngs,  I  gave  the  man  under  my  care 
four  onnees  of  idive  oil,  ;rntl  the  \nidin;i( 
of  fat  greatly  uiiuiaishcd  from  that  time, 
and  soon  ceased:  whetlier  the  circnm- 
stanoe  was  accidental  or  not  I  omnot  tell. 
Yon  will  find  a  oa^  mentioned  in  Hnfe- 
laud  s  Journal  for  182t>,  of  a  quantity  of 
.tUek  oilj  matter  being  vomited:  there 
.wat  estrenw  cmadatioi^  and  a  mjiid  die- 


chaige  of  thick  oily  mutter  from  the  sto- 
mach. 

I  suppose  yon  nre  aware  that  the  sper. 
maceti  whale  is  liable  to  this  disease  :  that 
what  is  called  mtAtrgris  is  hX  which  is  col- 
lected in  the  intestines  nf  sjtcrmaccti 
whales?  As  much  as  182 lbs.  have  been 
found  in,  or  dischai^ed  from,  the  intes- 
tines of  tiiat  animal;  and  it  is  said  that  it 
has  never  been  found  hii^lier  than  six  or 
seven  feet  above  the  anus.  Ihia  fat  is 
Tcry  often  discharged,  and  fonnd  npon  the 
shore;  but  occasionally  if  iu-eiimulates, 
and  the  animal  dies  either  from  the  accu- 
mulation or  firom  disease  forming  in  the 
intestine;  I  do  not  know  which. 

GASTRO^INTESTINAL  COXCRETIONS, 

This  leads  me  to  speak  of  oonciatioDS  of 
the  alimentary  canal,  which  are  sometjmee 
dischaiged  and  sometimes  collected  with* 
in;  and  as  they  wm  sometimes  found 
in  the  stomach  as  well  as  the  intes- 
tiiH"-,  wo  may  speak  of  them  alt- q-^  ther, 
uiicii  r  tiic  licad  of  gastro  intei>Uuai  con- 
cretions. 

Vow,  in  the  first  place,  tliese  concre- 
tions may  occur  without  any  fault  in  tlie 
gaitro-intestinal  canal;  they  may  arise 
from  the  g^I  passages.  course  if  a 
trjiU  ^t^M^^•  escapes  from  the  ducts,  but  is 
not  voided,  it  will  be  found  in  the  sto- 
mach or  intestines.  Dr.  Mareet  says  that 
he  onec  found  a  stone  in  the  alimentary 
canal  which  came  from  the  uriuary  pas- 
sages: ulceration  had  taken  place,  and  a 
communication  had  been  formed  between 
the  urinar}'  passiages  and  the  faecal.  The 
rectum,  in  this  case,  was  iiuporfumte. 

Occasionally  very  hard  concretions  are 
found,  which  are  nothinj^  more  than 
hardened  Isrces,  and  then  they  are  called 
sqrbalsfr;  bntoccaaionally  these  thing  con- 
sist of  artielcH  which  have  been  f-wullowed. 
1  saw  a  man  who  had  swallowed  nineteen 
clasped  knives.  He  was  not  believed  for 
some  time,  but  he  assured  me  tliathehad 
swallowed  them,  and,  to  convince  me,  he 
tAM)k  one  of  the  same  sixe  out  of  his 
pocket  as  those  he  had  already  swallowed, 
and  put  it  down  his  throat.  I  was 
frightened,  and  liegged  he  would  bring  it 
np,  but  it  was  too  far  gone.  Some  per- 
sons belief  ed  him,  and  others  did  not ;  but 
at  last  we  could  fed  tltrm  ^ticking  in  the 
abdomen,  and  ulliuiateiv  they  could  be 
felt,  1  understand,  In  the  rectum.  He 
discharged  fa'ces  contaifiina;:  a  large  (juan. 
Lity  of  iron,  blackened ;  and  at  last  be 
died  in  the  most  horrid  torments,  the 
knives  cutting  his  intestines  to  pieces. 
The  fastening'*  <if  the  knives,  a**  solution 
went  on,  of  course  became  les^  and  less 
secure,  die  handles  separated,  and  the 
blades  were  let  loose.  Alter  death,  a  great 
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duanUty  of  knives  wen  found  in  bis  ab- 
domen, some  harinf!:  mn  through  two  or 
tbrcc  folds  of  the  intestines.  Jt  was  a 
frightful  sight.  Considerable  portions  of 
the  knives  were  (lisclmrtftd  d urine:  life  ;  and 
tb(Me»  together  with  what  were  found  after 
death,  are  nxesened  at  Guy's  Hospitel. 
The  cose  is  uescribed  by  I)r  Marcet,  in  the 
first  volume  of  the  Mfidico.Chini]:gical 
Transactions. 

When  a  perran  has  taken  a  great  quan- 
tity of  chalk  mixture,  mid  even  mni?nesia, 
concretions  have  sometimes  been  formed. 
Thera  is  a  preparation  in  the  Huseom  at 
8t.  Thomas's,  where  the  intestines  of  a 
child  are  completely  blocked  up  with  mns;- 
nesia :  it  has  the  appearuucc  of  bard  mor- 
tar regularly  cemented,  and  is  said  to  be 
mai^tsia.  It  is  therefore  necessary  tn  hv 
on  your  guard,  when  you  are  exhibiting 
challk,  or  inagneei*v  not  to  give  it  too  long 
without  onU  rin^'  a  ]iurg^tive,  so  as  to  carry 
it  away.  Tliere  is  a  case  on  record  of  a 
person  who  liad  taken  magucMa  a  loni^ 
time,  and  suffered  a  great  detdf  and  theti 
piul'li  disclinrgid  r\  larg^e  quantity  of 
powder  of  magnesia  Iroui  the  intestines. 
Sometimes  it  is  a  faet  that  firom  magnesim 
or  chalk  the  intestines  bec<inie  enmpletely 
blocked  up.  ^Thc  carbonate  of  iron  will 
have  the  tanie  effect.  It  is  necessary, 
when  jon  are  giving  this  medicine  in  any 
quantity,  tn  see  that  the  bowels  are  regu- 
larly o|aiHd.  You  mav  give  an  immense 
quantity  if  you  attend  to  that  point  I 
rrlated  a  ease  uhere  a  innn  tcMik  nearly 
two  pounds  of  it  every  day  for  5<ime  days, 
when  labouring  under  tetanus  (of  which 
he  eot  well  by*the.by),  and  he  regularly 
discharged  lari^e  lump'*  of  rftrb  'Tiatc  of 
iron ;  they  regularly  cajuc  avvav,  as  they 
would  ftom  a  hone,  eovered  witn  mucus, 
and  gave  him  no  pain  whatever;  b  it  tlien 
he  had  a  clyster,  to  prevent  any  nuj»cluef. 
if  a  person  do  not  attend  to  his  bowels,  a 
'great  aecomolation  may  take  place  in  the 
rectum,  and  the  individual  may  be  obliged 
to  pick  it  out  i  but  this  must  be  bad  ma- 
nagement. I  have  known  circumstances 
of  this  sort  oeenr  t  ^  o  rr  ll  ree  linus.  I 
had  another  patient  hihounni;  under  teta- 
nus,  to  whom  I  gave  this  remedy,  and  he 
also  got  well;  but  if  the  nurses  did  not 
give  him  purtjftfives  jiroperly,  he  suffered 
pain  in  the  rectum — the  rectum  was  dls- 
tended  and  became  dry,  and  he  was  obliged 
to  pick  the  iron  out.  A  shovelful  ^vas 
found  in  his  bed,  which  he  had  amused 
himself  day  and  nigbt  in  removing.  I 
recollect  ttB  obstinate  hysterical  girl,  and 
nNf>  thf  ease  of  n  lady,  i«  wbotji  a  similar 
uccuuiuiution  took  place  j  bul  in  tliese 
casea  it  arose  frmn  the  patients'  refusing  to 
let  ns  know  the  stat(  of  tln  ir  Viowels.  It 
Is  right  to  know  timt  if  ^uu  do  not  pay 
projmr  attention,  such  tbinga  may  occur. 


Dr.  Barlow,  of  Bath,  mentions  a  owe 
where  «;ulphntc  of  iron  ]>ills  were  discharg'- 
ed  a  year  aiter  tliey  were  takoii.  This  is 
another  general  circumstanoctsiiewlBg  tiMt 
articles  may  remain  for  a  long  period  in 
the  aUmentary  canal  before  they  are  void- 
ed. Substances  wbicb  are  liame  to  eoo. 
Crete  should  not  be  given  unless  you  at- 
tend to  the  bowels.  Dr.  Prout  ttdd  me 
that  he  was  sent  for,  a  year  ago,  to  see  a 
lady  ttam  whom  some  odd  things  had 
come  away.  She  liad  suffered  excruciating' 
pain,  and  it  turned  out  to  be  lark's  bones. 
TbU  lady  had  been  in  the  habit  of  catinc 
larks  (tome  ladies  are  fond  of  larks),  and 
she  munched  the  bone*;.  She  waj.  a  lady 
of  title,  but  in  coubcqueuce  of  tbi^  lark- 
eating  die  snffersd  great  pain.  The  dia. 
r!iarf.^e  was  sent  to  a  celebrated  chemist,  at 
Tooting,  in  order  that  he  might  aseertaio 
what  it  was.  He  first  discovered  it  to  ba 
bones,  and  afterwards,  from  their  figure, 
they  were  ascertained  to  be  the  bones  of 
larks. 

It  was  the  Ibshlon  a  tew  years  ago  (and 

I  l)t.!iLvr  it  is  not  yet  (piite  outX  fnrj  rt>ple 
to  stufl  themselves  with  whole  mustard- 
seeds:  Uiey  were  ffaonght  to  keep  the 
bowels  very  open  ;  .some  said  it  u  us  a  good 
prnetice,  and  others  distributed  |iamphlets 
ami  tracti)  reconnnen<ling  it.  Last  year  a 
gentleman  came  t(»  uie  with  Tarions  odd 
affections  of  the  alimentary  canal,  which 
I  could  not  well  understand.  Two  days 
afterwards,  he  brought  me  a  quantity  of 
seeds  that  had  eonie  away,  and  I  could  not 
ininirine  what  they  were,  till  at  last  b« 
tohl  me  he  had  been  eating  mustard- seeds, 
but  bad  not  eaten  any  for  six  weeks.  Ha 

hn  1  iriven  up  the  praetiro  br  fure  he  came 
to  me,  but  they  had  accumulated  in  bioi^ 
and  actually  remained  for  six  weeks ;  and 
therefore  his  danger  arose  from  that.  # 
We  know  that  tiiey  generally  come  away 
whole.  Que  gentleman  told  roe  that 
he  sowed  some  after  they  had  passed 
through  him,  and  they  iirofbicrti  iu«ta» 
«>od  mllad  as  if  he  iiad  not  uavd  them. 
Fashionable  people  hare  always  seine 

whim  ab(mt  tfieni — tliey  are  al^^  ;i  v<  tnking 
something;  Imt  i  believe  that  the  day  of 
mustard -seed  has  pretty  well  passed  by. 
Mustaid-seed  will  aceomolato  just  as  olhar 

things. 

In  cows  you  very  frequently  bnd  con- 
cretions of  the  alimentary  canal,  oonsisliag 

of  their  hairs.  Tliey  lick  their  hairs,  a 
portion  goes  down  with  the  saliva,  and 
these  concrete  together  into  a  hard  baU. 
They  are  found  not  only  in  COWS,  but  in 
many  animal^  !^Iillcrs'  horses  are  s^id  to 
be  subject  to  these  concretions,  Irom  the 
grit  of  the  stone-dust  in  the  milU;  and 
]iarticularly,  it  is  said,  when  tbry  arr  fed 
u|ion  bran.  The  poor  )>eople  in  Scotland, 
who  eat  oat  bread,  sometimes  have  cooeffe. 
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tit>u»  of  thia  deicription,  funued  of  the 
beard  of  the  oat.  The  oatdde  of  rach  con- 
cretion 8  as  these  is  like  velvet. 

It  is  found  that  tlic  earthy  phosjihaft  s 
are  frequently  mixed    with    hair,  the 
beards  of  oats,  or  whatever  else  raaj  have 
ht'vn  swallowed  and  become  cemented  to- 
gether bv  them  and  the  mucus.  Some- 
times, instead  of  the  phosphatce  being 
mixed  u]>  \s  hh  the  otlicr  iniiredients,  thev 
form  into  a  concretion  around  a  nucleus, 
just  the  same  as  takes  pluee  in  urinary 
CftknlL     The  ammoniacnl  magnesian 
phosphatf's  particularly  wil!  fi  rm  around 
a  nucleus  of  anj  sort    iSunietimcs  the 
nneleos  hai  been  stale  flmit,  soawtimes  a 
piece  of  bone,  sometiraes  a  pin  that  has 
been  swallowed,  and  sometimes  a  ffail- 
stone.    We  shall  see  that  it  is  the  plios* 
phates  particularly  that  are  formed  aroand 
a  layer  in  the  urinary  onrnn';     Tn  some  of 
these  concretions,  oxide  ut  iruu,  oxalate  of 
lime,  nrariate  of  ammonia,  and  mnriate  of 
lime  bare  been  found.    Trr  n  was  a  lady 
who  was  said  to  discharge  u  large  quantity 
of  stones — specimens  of  which  are  on  the 
table— finom  the  orinaiy  organs,  ])ut  whe- 
thrr  she  was  telling  an  untruth  I  do  not 
know.    A  medical  gentleman  was  attend- 
ing her,  and  they  wrote  un  to  their  Mends 
to  Know  whether  they  had  seen  such  ^^  ()n- 
dcrs.    It  was  very  singular  that  two  ladies 
in  different  parts  of  the  country  discharged 
similar  stones,  and  both  cases  happened  to 
comi-  n  iil'Hi  inv  knowleere.  Whether  then? 
was  any  deception  or  not,  we  cuuld  mit 
tell ;  but  Dr.  Pnnit  considered  that  if 
there  were  not,  they  must  hare  come  from 
the  intestines.   There  was  said  to  be  ex- 
cmciating  pain  attending  their  discharge. 
Tlie  stones  hare  the  same  appearances, 
and  the  same  ehemionl  onnlities;  they 
contain  oxide  of  iron  aud  pliusphate  oif 
time.   Dr.  Prmit  considered  that  many  of 
thcue  were  ton  hiri?c  to  pns??  from  the  uri- 
narv  passages,  and  that  the  number  the 
patient  stated  she  had  roided  mvst  be  in- 
correct.   It  is  true  that  very  lar2;e  stones 
will  j'a.<«!  throui^h  the  female  urethra,  but 
they  would  have  caused  more  sufl'ering 
than  die  eomplaincd  of  in  the  bladder. 

These  gastro- intestinal  concretions  are 
Mxnetimes,  of  course,  very  larae.  I  recol- 
lect  having  read  of  the  case  ol^ »  woman  in 
which  they  were  found  nearly  as  large  as 
a  hen*s  ca^  in  the  stnmneh.  The  «inme 
writer  mentions  finding  out  some,  which 
weighed  four  ounces,  in  a  soldier's  stomach, 
and  nine,  which  altogether  weighed  three 
ounces  three  drachms.  In  the  colon  of  a 
yoong  child  one  was  found  whi^  weifj^ied 
two  ounces  and  a  half,  and  was  six  inches 
long.  The  chihl  died  in  consequence  of 
it.  In  the  Philosophical  Transactions  for 
|66fi,  there  is  an  account  of  a  woman  who 
discharged  many,  varying  in  siae  fnmi  a 


pea  to  a  filbert,  and  that  in  two  years  she 
diachaTged  fiveponnds  weight.   In  die  99d 

vol.  of  the  Philosophical  Transactions, 
there  is  an  account  ol  a  pregnant  woman 
who  discharged  some  that  were  very  large ; 
one  of  them  weighed  above  two  ounces; 
It  is,  therer<»re,  a  Tact  that  such  concretions 
do  occa.sionallY  occur.  6ir  ii.  8ioane  men- 
tions a  case  where  two  hundred  were  said 
to  be  discharged. 

These  concretions  are  much  larger  in 
brutes  tlian  in  human  subjects,  and  also 
more  common.  In  a  brnte  one  has  been 
found  weighing  fifteen  pounds  twelve 
ounces.  They  chiefly  occur  in  ruminant 
animids,  and  in  slow  dianght,  and  miller^ 
horses,  which  are  fed  on  bran. 

Both  in  the  brute  and  human  subject 
these  concretions  are  spheroidal  or  oblong; 
they  take  an  imperfect  poli<«h,  are  more  or 
les-s  porous,  and  are  radiated  or  ha\  e  1«  v<  r«;. 
I  shewed  you  biliary  (K)ncretions  of  boili 
kinds^some  were  disposed  in  radii  and 
others  in  lamiucP. 

Those  which  are  taken  in  small  rumi> 
nant  animals,  such  as  the  antelope  or  the 
goat,  are  called  Imoars.  The  word  is  said 
to  l)e  derived  from  a  Persian  componnd'-* 
|)a  soAor,  meaning  alexipharmic 

Beaoars  were  once  so  valued  on  aoconnt 
of  their  supposed  alexii)harmie  properties^ 
that  one  in  the  East  has  Ittched,  wlmi 
very  line,  six  thousand  livres,  and  has  been 
hired  in  Holland  and  Portugal  at  the  rata 
of  a  dncat  per  day.  There  are  specimens 
on  the  table,  but  buiue  of  them  are  proba- 
bly artificial,  for  t>cing  sold  at  a  great  price 
thev  were  imitated.  They  were  formerly 
sold  at  druggists'  shops,  and  those  l>efore 
you  I  procured  ftom  an  old  druggist's. 
Yhey  are  said  to  have  concentric  layers, 
aii'l  sometimes  to  be  chry.stallized.  They 
Will  take  a  polish,  and  even  have  a  metal- 
lic lustre.  These  have  evidentljr  been 
stained.  SdUK  tim  c^  there  is  an  accidental 
nucleus  within,  aud  they  will  rattle. 

They  are  found  to  eonsist  chiefly  of 
vegetable  matter,  and  some  have  an  aro- 
matir  smrll,  from  the  circnni'.tnnce  of  the 
animai  liavui^  eaten  aroniauc  herbs.  It 
is  said  that  it  is  only  those  which  i  <)ine 
from  the  West  that  talvc  this  polish  ;  and 
that  the  Eastern  have  olten  a  gloss  of 
white.  The  mode  of  distinguishing  the 
genuine  from  the  spurious  is  said  to  be 
this:  if  you  take  a  piece  of  paper  nibbed 
over  with  chalk  or  lime,  aud  draw  a 
genuine  bezoar  across  it,  it  turns  it  green, 
or  of  an  olive  cohmr;  whereas,  if  it  be 
spurion.**,  the  colour  of  the  paper  remains 
nndiauged.  However,  the  matter  now 
possesses  very  little  interc>t,  since  a  belief 
in  their  virtue  is  no  lont^cr  entertained. 

Sxfmptoms. — Concretions  in  the  alimen- 
tary canal,  if  retained,  give  rise  to  violent 
vomittogp  to  violent  gastiodynia,  dyspep- 
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tAm,  otdle,  oonstitittioii,  and  to  daalh.  Bf 

tlu  obstruction  \Nliioh  they  produce,  you 
hav(  all  the  symptoinK  of  euteritis»  oolic, 
ur  strangulated  hernia. 

Traatmettt.—Ot  course  the  treatmeiit» 
whetlier  you  know  the  natiirc  <»f  the  con- 
cretion or  not,  is  the  saoie  as  tur  colic 
or  enleritit;  but  m  I  Mid  befbn,  it  If 
well  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  rectum. 
Bypassing  a  clyster  up  tlie  rectum,  you 
will  have  the  means  of  learning  whether 
tlia  olwtracUoii  ii  situated  tbwe.  Some- 
times these  concretions  have  reached  the 
rectum  before  they  have  l>een  stopped. 

EXGLISll  Clio  J. ERA. 

Having  spoken  of  gastro-iuteslinal  con- 
cretions, the  diseases  whtofa  I  shall  now 
proc  i'i  (1  to  consider  will  all  be  affections 
both  ol  the  stomach  and  intestines,  and 
the  first  of  which  1  shall  speak  is  cholera. 

SympfaiML— This  diflCMO  it  dMraetwrised 
by  a  sudden  attack  of  bilious  vomiting  and 
purging.  At  first  the  discharge  is  some- 
tUnes  thin  and  watery,  and  it  has  been 
cailod  wkiU  vomitf  but  very  nwm  pure  bile 
comes  away — in  fact,  unless  there  be  a  dis 
charge  of  bile,  it  is  not  cholera.  The  dis 
e««e  IS  marked,  besides  this  discharge  of 
bile  upwards  and  downwards,  by  f.cvcre 
pain  in  the  abdomeu*  with  very  severe 
spasms  of  tbs  abdominal  musclos  and 
cSdfesof  the  legs,  and  in  very  bad  omob 
even  in  the  net'k  and  back.  There  is  no 
rigidity,  as  in  tetanus;  constant  spa&ro, 
iMit  nolent  oontnetioD  altenmliiig  with 
relaxation,  drawing  the  muscles  uj)  in 
lumps.  There  is  great  anxiety  and  great 
debility;  burning  heat  generally  at  tlie 
|riit  of  tlM stomadii  and  as  you  may  well 
suppose,  frtira  such  a  quantity  of  bile  being 
poured  forth,  there  is  thirst  and  headache. 

Progrem,  —  These  are  .tlie  symptoms 
which  we  see  every  autumn  in  this 
country.  At  last,  however,  from  this  vio- 
lent pain,  and  fnm.  this  proftisediathafge, 
the  body  becomes  cold,  great  faiatMIs  is 
felt,  perhaps  there  is  actual  syncope,  the 
patient  sinks,  loses  his  power,  becomes  ex- 
cessively weak,  aad  then  erery  thing  oeeois 
exiu  fly  as  ifhaMuot  ihage  had  taken  place. 
Geuciui  convulsions  occur,  the  spAsm 
ceases,  and  the  patient  dies  as  if  he  had 
lost  an  immense  quantity  of  blood. 

J  )n  rat  ion.— 'VhiH  affection  may  lost  only 
a  few  hours  (of  course  every  body  must 
.  have  seen  it  seise  persons  early  in  the 
morning,  and  the  parties  Im;  dead  in  the 
middle  of  the  day)  or  it  may  last  niauy 
days;  and  if  it  subside,  it  possibly  may 
he  foHowed  by  inflamuiation.  I  have  fre- 
quently seen  gastro  enteritis  take  place 
afti'r  the  discharge  had  entirely  ceased. 

Xature  of  the  it^eetituU' -Tha  Pile  is  gene- 
rally Auind  to  be  very  acrid  ;  and  the  vo- 
niiiiiig  aud  purging  somcLiiues  alteruute, 


SO  that  the  more  the  patient  nanlte  the  faea 

he  is  purged,  and  vice  verwi.  Besides  the 
bile  discharged  there  is  usnally  a  great  se- 
cretion of  another  fluid,  no  doubt  from  the 
stomadi  and  intestines.  The  same  state 
may  occasionally  arise  from  an  overflow  of 
the  secretion  of  the  mucous  membraBe  of 
the  stomach  and  intestiaea. 

ConuecUd  xcilh  othrr  dtnordcn.  -^iMttK' 
mitteut  and  remittent  fevers,  and  dysentoT^ 
in  hot  climates,  very  fre<|uenLly  bi^ia  as 
cholera;  I  might  say,  perhaps,  with  cholci^ 

Predi^pcsiiig  ratists. — The  disease  is  com- 
mon in  hot  climates,  and  in  mild  ftUmetCT 
in  hot  weather. 

Exciting  cau$t$. — Cholera  is  particularly 
induced  by  sudden  cold  after  long -con  ti- 
nned heat,  just  the  same  as  inflammatit>n. 
It  is  observed  that  occasional  falls  of  rain 
are  particularly  followed  by  cholera  in  hot 
seasons  and  hot  climates.  Dr.  Maccuiioch 
ascribes  this  disease  to  malaria,  and  pro. 
bably  that  is  one  of  the  causes ;  but  various 
things  will  excite  it.  Violent  {Mission, 
Tiolent  emotion  of  mind,  will  cause  it 
From  the  latter  cinonmstance  people  am 
often  vomited  and  purged,  and  sometimes 
both,  and  the  dischaige  will  be  green,  so 
that  eholeia  is  one  eiSct  of  violmt  giiefl 
Some  persons  have  this  from  certain  in- 
gests; any  acrid  substance  may  induce 
vomiting,  may  induce  purging,  or  maj  in. 
dnoe  both ;  and  in  this  case  the  disdniga 
may  be  of  grsen  stnl^  and  thsmfofatt  amy 
be  cholera. 

7>iM(fiMiie.~The  mode  of  tfeating  this  aC> 
fcction  is,  in  the  first  place,  tn  crive  plenty 
of  chicken-broth,  or  any  other  diluent,  so 
as  to  dilute  the  acrid  tnla  which  prodacea 
such  unpleasant  effects  on  the  stomach  and 
intestines.  You  should  also  exiiibit  large 
doses  of  opium,  either  the  tincture  or  in  » 
solid  fbrm ;  peihaps  the  latter  wmsU  elw^ 
best  on  the  stomach.  Itmay  be  necessarv, 
from  the  extreme  weaknesis  to  give  brandy 
and  odMr  stimuli,  and  have  rseeaiseto  tl» 
hot  bath.  The  greater  number  of  cases  of 
cholera  that  we  see,  will  do  well  if  yon 
give  the  patient  warm  diluents  so  as  to 
dilute  the  bale,  and  let  aalare  discbarge  it 
with  as  little  irritation  as  possible  to  the 
stomach  and  intestines ;  but  it  is  aerer- 
theiees  advisable  to  lessen  the  diseasa  m 
the  same  time,  by  exhibiting  full  deasaof 
laudanum.  But  when  the  patient  is  weak, 
as  iu  the  case  of  haemorrhage,  then  it  ma^ 
be  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  stimnlj. 
Should  the  di-sease  chiefly  consist  of  vomit- 
ing, it  may  be  desirable  to  send  the  bile 
downwards,  and  calooMl  will  then  he  dm 
best  medicine;  it  stays  better  on  the  sto- 
mach than  any  thing  else.  Aaiiyectton 
may  be  fouud  very  useful. 

If  the  c^se  be  taken  in  time,  and  thia 
mode  of  treatjnent  ad«»ptrd.  it  is  very  rare 
for  patients  to  die.    You  have  carefully  to 
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examine  whether  tlicre  is  anj  congestion 
in  the  head,  or  any  inflamimdOA.  After 
a  time  tbCM  are  rcrv  likely  to  occor,  and 
it  is  necc'^s^rv  to  treat  them  as  you  would 
under  any  other  circumstances.  Al\er 
tlw  di«m9e  it  nay  be  neoenary  to  prive  to- 
nics, nn<l  support  the  "^trrnrrth,  or  inflam- 
mation may  come  on ;  and  it  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  ' bleed.  Sometimei  after  the 
•AetHMl  the  diarrhcea  continues,  nnd  it 
may  be  necessary  to  check  it  in  the  usual 
way  J  but  still  it  is  necessary  to  ascertain 
whether  it  i«  nceompcnled  "by  inflamma- 
lion  or  not,  for  it  very  frequently  is. 

This  is  cholera  orbperly  so  called ;  as  to 
that  disease  whien  oa«  lO  fmfbrttmatel? 
received  the  name,  and  re?i)cctinR:  which 
so  much  has  lately  been  said,  I  shall  speak 
of  it  next. 


SOME  ACCOUNT 

c>  p 

PllOF£SiSOR  b:iilii:NH£RG'S  DIS- 
CO V  FRIES 

Rdativt  t0  th$  Structure  and  functum$  of  the 


Mant  readen  will  perhaps  be  &urt>ri^  at 
the  mentlen  of  tbestmetuie  ami  nuwtioiis 

of  animals,  the  di^c  ovorv  of  whose  mere 
existence  has  been  until  recently  deemed 
the  ultimura  of  zoolo^cal  reicim,  and 
r^l^din^  whom  the  sum  total  of  our 
knou  U  dce  has  been  hitherto  confined  to  a 
few  details  on  their  external  funui>  and 
aottre  aiotioiiSL  Yet,  ia  the  midstof  theii 
transparent  tissues  the  German  natnmlist 
has,  by  a  peculiarly  ingenious  meth4>d  of 
oba^vation,  developed  a  highly-complicat- 
ed ocganizatiun,  which,  with  those  who 
arrange  the  animal  kincrdum  in  a  linear 
series,  will  remove  them  far  from  the  ex- 
tTMnity  of  the  scale.  The  ealstence  of  a 
dipestiVe,  muscular,  and  Rrenemtive  appa- 
ratus, is  established  beyond  doubt;  and 
oi|{ans  have  been  also  diieover^,  wfaidi 
hnr  great  aaatogj  witb  the  vasedar  aad 
nervous  system*. 

Before  entering  into  the  detail  of  the 
orp^aalaation  of  the  Inltaaoria,  it  is  proper 
to  state  briefly  the  method  bv  winc  h  the 
organs  are  rendere«i  visible.  'I'his  cuusists 
in  fumisbuig  the  iafosoria  with  organic 
ooiouring  nwtlM'  fornatftaMnt.  Simpla 
as  this  may  appear,  it  was  not  until  aAer 
ten  years'  observations  that  Dr.  £hreol>ei^ 
succeeded  in  selecting  the  fit  test  subttaoees, 
and  in  up]'l\iTi!:r  tlicni  in  the  manr«T  hr'-t 
adapted  fur  the  !«tu»factury  exhibition  af 
tlie  irftencanmta.  It  iras  not  witli  he  used 
pore  indigo  that  these  estperiwents  hoc- 
ceeded  in  a  desiiabie  manner.  Innnedi. 


ately  on  a  minute  particle  of  a  highly  at- 
tennated  solution  of  this  snhiCance  being 

applied  tn  n  dn  p  of  water  containing 
some  of   the    pedunculated  vorticella?, 
(which  are  best  adapted  for  the  first  obeer- 
Tation,)  and  placed  under  the  object  i^lass 
of  the  microscope,  the  most  beautiful  phe- 
nomena presented  th«  lustives  to  the  eye. 
Carrents  are  excited  in  all  directions  by 
the  rapid  motions  of  tlie  ciliae,  which  form 
the  crown  round  the  anterior  part  of  the 
animalettle^  body,  and  indicated  by  the 
movements  of  the  particles  of  indigo  in  a 
state  of  vcr\*  minute  division  in  diOercut 
directions,  and  generally  all  converging  to- 
wards the  orifice  or  mouth  of  the  anin^ 
situated,  not  in  the  centre  of  the  crown  of 
cilisB,  but  between  the  two  rows  of  these 
oi^nuis  wbidi  exist  coneentrie  to  one  ano- 
i1i(T.    The  attention  is  no  soonrr  t-xt  itid 
h\  tbis  m(vst  singular  and  beautiful  phe- 
uouienon,  when  presently  the  body  of  the 
animal,  whicb  hnd  been  qiiite  transparent, 
and  bearing  much  resemblfinee  in  aspect 
to  some  of  the  marine  Rhizostoma?,  be- 
comes dotted  wiA  a  nnmber  of  distinctl? 
circumscribed  circular  spots,  of  a  dark 
blue;  colour,  exactly  corresponding  to  that 
of  tiic  moving  particles  of  indigo.  In 
some  species,  particnlarlv  those  which  aia 
provided  with  an  annular  contraction  or 
neck,  (such  as  the  Rotiftr  vulgaris,)  sepa- 
mtfng  the  bead  tram  the  body,  the  indigo 

ftarticles  can  be  traced  in  a  continuous 
ine  in  their  progress  from  the  mouth  to 
these  internal  cavities. 

It  is  requisite  in  these  experiments  to 
empl'iv  rolourinir  ?nntfer  which  does  not 
chemic^iy  combine  with  water,  but  is  only 
dJffbsed  in  a  state  of  very  minute  ^rirfon. 
Indigo,  carmine,  and  sap  green,  are  tbrsa 
substances  which  answer  very  well  the  ne- 
cessary conditions,  and  are  easily  reeog- 
nisied  by  the  micmecope.  But  whatever 
subvtnnw  h  ns<-d.  wc  must  be  very  parti- 
cular that  It  contains  no  lead,  an  imnurity 
which  very  frequently  enters  into  me  co- 
lours of  commerce. 

The  microscope  which  Dr.  luhreuberg 
has  used  in  all  his  investigations,  is  one 
eonstroeted  by  Chevalier,  of  Parb:  it  pos* 
sesnes  n  power  of  800.  In  very  few  cases, 
however,  is  it  nec&a&xy  to  use  this  high 
pow^nr,  and  only  to  demonstrate  the  ex* 

i^teiirc  r»f  an  intrmul  tuvity  in  tliosr  spe- 
cies which  do  not  exceed  from  l-luOOlh  to 
l-9000th  of  a  line  in  diameter,  soch  as  the 
JfsMi  termo,  atonms,  and  IsM,  and  n4lich  al- 
most elude  thr  power  even  nf  to  powerful 
an  imtmmenL  in  almost  all  cases,  a 
power  of  from  9d0to400  is  sufficient;  and 
l)r.  ElirLiihcr^-  ttku!*  nl!  hist>hserva- 
tions  and  drawiugh  of  the  structure  of 
the  Hmlathta  Mnfa  with  a  power  of  880l 

In  eonfonnity  with  the  great  axion  of 
scieatihc  obsorVatiea,  to  measmt  tftry 
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thing  which  is  capable  of  measurement, 
JD^.  Ehreuber^:  has  not  nq^Jected  to  express 
in  nnrahor"^  'hr  iliii:rn>>inn<!  not  only  of  the 
totolitv,  but  also  of  the  int^rant  pam  of 
time  ^ings  placed  as  It  were  at  tne  Teree 
of  organizi(i  nature.  Ftir  this  purpose  he 
VLnea  a  gla*is  micrometer,  constructed  by 
DoUond,  which  gives  directly  the  ten 
tlMiuandth  part  of  an  inch,  and  permits 
of  a  much  innaller  quantity  bcinc^  correctly 
estimated,  as  it  contains  tiie  astonishing 
nnmber  of  400  equal  parts  distinctly  cat 
in  ij^lass  within  the  .s|>ae(  (»f  half  aline.  By 
means  of  a  micrometer  screw,  which  has 
been  since  constructed  by  Pistor,of  lierlin, 
he  has  been  enabled  to  measure  directly 
l-48,000lh  of  an  inch,  or  1.4000th  of  a 
line,  a  degree  of  minuteness  which  is 
never  neoesaary  in  aetoal  practice. 

I.  Digestiee  SysUm. —  By  the  use  of  eo- 
louringmatter  in  the  way  aboTe- mentioned, 
a  digestive  sy<;tem  has  been  demonstrated 
in  all  tile  genera  of  this  class  of  animals, 
distinctly  characterized  by  >T>  !!cr  'Diis 
fact  Dr.  Ehrcuberff  states  in  the  luliowing 
proposition  All  true  infusoria,  even 
the  smallest  monads,  ■■i-''  not  a  hnmotrcue- 
OQs  jelly,  but  onnnized  animal  bodies, 
distinctly  prorfdel  with  at  least  a  month 
»nd  internal  nutritive  apparatus."  In 
none  has  the  cuticilar  absorption  of  nntri- 
tive  matter  ever  been  ol)servcd,  which  had 
been  the  opinion  of  all  previous  writers 
upon  the  subject,  not  froin  :ni\  positive 
observations,  but  merely  from  their  in- 
ability  otherwise  to  explain  the  nutrition 
of  these  animals.  Generations  of  these 
transparent  pi  lntinnns  bodies  may  remain 
immersed  for  weeks  in  an  indigo  solution, 
without  presenting  any  colonred  points  in 
their  tissue,  except  the  ••ireumscribcd  cnvi. 
ties  above  referred  to;  and  when  in  a  .state 
of  activitv,  the  minote  particles  of  Indigo 
and  carmine  are  seen  tohurry  rapidly  over 
the  whole  surface  of  their  transparent 
bodies,  in  order  to  rcaeii  the  mouth,  gene- 
rally situate  at  one  or  other  of  their  extre- 
mities. Indeed  there  is  nn  neces«;ity  of 
having  recourse  to  such  a  supposition, 
whMi  we  eaa  dearly  see  the  prehension  of 
colouring  partielw,  their  neepUoD  into  a 
mouth,  and  conveyance  fVom  thence  into 
an  internal  stomach  or  stomachs. 

The  alimentary  canal  pre.sents,  as  iu  the 
other  elii-sses  of  the  animal  kingdom,  the 
utmost  variety  in  respect  to  form,  situa- 
tion, and  d^ree  of  complication.  It  is  in 
the  Momf  termo,  pnlviiciilus,  and  other 
larger  monads,  simply  a  ronnd  sac  in  the 
centre,  and  occupying  llie  greater  part  of 
their  bodies.  In  the  genera  Endtftm,  Para- 
mitcivin,  and  A'"//)<v/(i,  it  R.S8umes  the  form 
of  a  long  iutestinal  canal,  traversing  the 
greater  part  of  the  body,  and  at  times  eon- 
vfiliited  ill  a  spir-al  manner,  uhidi  i^  fur 
ni^cd  with  a  great  number  of  ccecal  ap- 


pendages, or  stomachs ;  this  singular  dis- 
position, of  which  no  other  example  occtirs 
In  the  animal  kincrdom,  is  particularly  dis- 
tinct in  the  Leucophrtfi  patuta.  That  these 
blind  sacs  are  teal  stomachs,  and  do  not  at 

all  corresj)OTul  tf»  th-   r:r,  :i  of  other  ani- 
mals, is  evident  from  the  tact  of  their  be- 
ing filled  with  colouring  matter  imme- 
diately on  its  being  received  at  the  month, 
or  anterior  orifice  of  the  canal.    The  ttTl)e!i 
which  connect  these  sacs  to  the  main  canal 
of  tfie  intestine  vary  very  much,  both  im 
lentfth  and  in  diameter,     ^vcll  anionic  the 
diderent  canra,  as  in  the  some  one  at  dif- 
ferent times,  being  usually  in  a  state  of 
great  contiaction,  and  at  times  scarcely 
perceptible  when  the  cavity  to  which  ft 
belongs  is  empty,  and  may  be  stippo««d 
not  to  be  in  a  state  of  activity.   We  can 
count  from  100  to  200  of  these  ?acs  in  the 
course  of  the  intestine  of  the  Paramtrcium  , 
chrysalis  and  aurdia.    When  they  are  filled 
w  ith  oolonring  matter,  the  common  intea. 
tiirnl  tnhe  i^  usually  quite  empty  and  tran*. 
parent;  this,  joined  to  the  bluish,  reddish, 
or  greenish  tint,  which  they  often  assnme 
uhen  empty,  may  have  been  the  reason 
that  these  sacs  were  mistaken  by  iHiiller 
for  ova,  and  by  Schweigger  Ibr  Internal 
monads  still  adhering  to  the  parent  trunk. 
Tn  other  infusoria,  as  the  Rotifer  vvi^nrif, 
the  alimentary  canal  is  in  the  form  of  a 
slender  tube,  and  extending  nearly  the 
whole  length  of  the  body,  and  terminating 
at  its  anal  extremity  in  a  dilatation  or 
cloaca  for  the  reception  of  the  ova  and  tihe 
male  seminal  flnid,  previous  to  its  termina* 
tion  at  the  surfnee  of  the  animal.  Others 
of  lanrer  dimensions,  as  the  Eospkora  naja$ 
and  Hvdathm  smfe,  and  in  feneral  all  the 
natiirai  lyroup  of  the  /fe/d'.^nr;,  possc«^s  a 
singular  cavity  of  considerable  size  and 
oval  form,  situate  in  the  anterior  part  of  i 
the  body;  the  2y^'/'(rnrAtt  muftis  would  seem 
to  form  an  exception  to  the  general  rule  of 
this  division ;  for  this  animal,  when  filled 
with  colouring  matter,  preseott  a  slender^ 
spirally  convoliiti  d  intestine  in  the  centre 
of  the  body.    In  this  animal  also,  the  pos> 
terior  doacal  dilatation  is  enlarged  Into  m 
conridetable  cavity,  whldi  em  retain  tlie 
colouring  matter  for  some  time  prerkUM  ' 
tt>  its  being  discharge(i  by  the  anus. 

The  number  of  stomaichs  varies  no  leu 
than  their  form.  Tlu  u  hole  tribe  of  the 
Rotatoria f  as  already  observed,  possess  bnt 
a  single  cavity.  lii  the  Mamn  ttrmo,  four 
can  be  reckoned. 

The  number  of  sacs,  which  are  so  many 
distinct  digestive  cavities,  altliuugh  con- 
nected together  by  a  common  tube,  varies 
fmm  mil-  and  two  Inindred  (Iuati  ir<  tliirtv- 
six  in  many  VartUtlUB.  The  largest  num- 
ber is  in  the  Panmiedum  ehnfmlii,  Mvl., 
AS  here  it  amounts  to  130,  and  yet  then  la 
ample  space  for  still  more. 
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TlwMM  lfl««dl]rdtetin^isbed  fram  the 

mouth,  hen  the  animal  is  filled  with  co. 
louring  matter,  by  its  diachaige  from  this 
onfice,  in  Urge  irregular  eohereot  masses, 
mty  Afferent  in  appearance  from  the  mi. 
nn'.f-  ^mte  of  division  in  which  it  enters  by 
the  mouth.  Its  position  varies  exceedingly  j 
in  the  greater  nvmber,  snch  as  the  HyJatina 
$evta,  Rotifer  vulgaris,  ami  Eosphora  najcu,  it 
opens  towards  the  posterior  extremity  of 
the  auinial  j  in  the  fint  of  these  it  b  on 
t]ie  back,  bi  the  Ktipoda  euaUlu*  it  opens 
into  the  concnv*'  surface  of  llio  nniuial, 
close  to  the  niouUj,  from  which  ii  is  only 
separated  by  a  tongue- shaped  eminence. 
In  sf)me  <>f  the  ^pimlly  pedunculated  vor- 
ticella?,  its  dispotiitiou  is  verv  singular, 
opening  along  with  the  month  into  ft  com- 
mon fissure,  which  is  not  situate  in  the 
centre  of  the  circular  ranges  of  ciliae  whieh 
Burruund  the  anterior  extremity  of  the 
body,  but  towards  the  ntafgin,  between 
two  of  these  (  finrt  ntrie  eireles. 

The  mouth  merits  the  notice  of  the  sys. 
tematolucist,  from  the  very  pfeciae  cha- 
raoters  which  he  can  draw  from  thence  for 
bis  subordinate  divisions.  This  oriran 
reaches  its  greatest  couiplieatiou  in  the 
Hytfsfimt  tnila,  where  it  oonaiita  of  an  ori- 
fice oj)eninc:  in  the  eintrc  of  a  globular 
bead,  and  provided  with  a  pair  of  seriated 
mandibttles,  each  lesembung  Bomewbat 
the  single  mandibules  «>f  some  of  the 
mollusca,  such  a^  the  common  Helix  po- 
matia,  or  those  of  the  echini.  When  the 
•iiiinal  is  in  the  act  of  taking  its  food, 
these  mandibules  arc  in  perpetual  motion, 
opening  and  shutting  with  great  rapidity, 
to  matb  the  oolonring  particles  bioaght 
within  their  reach  by  the  currents  excited 
by  the  motions  of  the  eilirr.  Tliis  very 
singular  orgatii/^tion  i»  eertaiiilv  one  uf  the 
most  ciirions  phenomena  riiihie  in  their 
whole  structure,  and  is  perhaps  one  of  the 
most  important,  as  shewing  so  close  an 
npproxtmation  to  animals  far  removed 
from  them  in  the  /oolo^ical  scries.  Each 
maudihule  (generally  posNCSses  five  distinct 
teeth,  but  the  number  varies  from  two, 
three,  as  far  as  six.  Dr.  Ehrenherg  has 
since  succeeded  in  demonstratinjj  their  real 
nature,  by  the  use  of  very  line  folia  of 
mica,  (the  whole  animal  is  not  more  than 
one-eighth  of  a  line  in  length,)  and  has 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  they  are  sepa- 
rate, simple,  hard  Ijodies,  enveloped  with  a 
fleshy  covering,  which  arc  ingrained  into 
one  nnothrr  like  the  fingers  of  the  hands 
ivhen  joined. 

'rhe  cilia;  play  a  very  important  p«urt  in 
the  economy  of  this  class  of  animals. 
Tlu  v  may  he  considered  as  the  principal 
organs  oi  lasto,  of  touch,  and  of  propul- 
sion. When  the  animal  is  at  rest,  they 
arf  ofttn  quite  impcrr*  ptiMf,  H»it  on  the 
addition  of  a  i>mall  pt-upot  uun  oi  colour- 


ing li<|ui<l  to  the  drop  of  water,  they  be- 

come  very  aj)iuuent,  heint?  in  u  .state  of 
great  activity,  seeming  to  be  the  principal 
agents  bv  which  they  excite  those  currents 
which  a^ord  so  beautiibi  •  spectacle  under 
the  field  of  the  micm^eope.*  In  the  Monat 
pulvtKuiutf  and  other  larger  monads,  their 
nnmber  amounts  to  10  or  90,  and  we  may 
fVom  this  conclude  that  tliey  exist  even  in 
the  smallest  monad.  They  sometimes  sur. 
round  the  mouth  in  a  single  row  (  Vorticella 
couiallaria.  Rotifer  vulgarii)t  sometimes  in  n 
double  row  (  W^nrrfila  ntrina\)  occasion- 
ally they  extend  m  regular  lines,  or  are  ir- 
regnlarty  dispersed  over  the  whole  snrfhee 
of  the  body.  The  former  disposition  oc- 
curs in  the  Lrucophrtfi  pyrtjormu  and  patula^ 
the  latter  in  the  Actinophrxf$  sol.  They  oc- 
cupy, in  other  cases,  only  one  aide  of  the 
body,  (  Kolpodii  cunilluf. ) 

An  acwphagus  can  only  proj>erly  he  said 
to  belong  to  those  whidi',  uke  the  EMphttra 

najas  and  Hydatina  sentUy  possess  n  notable 
contraction  between  the  mouth  and  the 
stomach.  This  is  especially  distinct  in  the 
latter,  where  I  have  distinctly  traced  the 
passage  of  individual  coloured  globules 
along  tins  narrow  canal  from  the  inouth 
into  tlie  intestine. 

P(  rlinps  this  is  the  most  appropriate 
place  to  notify  an  organ  of  a  very  obscare 
nature,  which  Dr.  Ehrenl)ergdigiufi(»  with 
the  name  of  a  pancreas.  It  is  in  the  form 
of  two  kidney  shaped,  grayish  white, glan- 
dular looking,  transparent  bodies,  which 
are  placed  on  each  side  of  the  upper  ex- 
trrrnity  of  the  intcjline,  firmly  connected 
to,  and  closely  embracing  it.  Dr.  Ehren- 
berg  regards  them  as  bearing  a  greater  ana> 
logv  to  the  pancreas  than  to  the  liver  of  the 
higher  animals,  from  tlit  ir  ((dour,  fonn, 
and  cuuuexions.  They  mu^t,  huwever,  be 
left  to  further  inqnities. 

%  Mti.iciiliir  Smteni. — A  fibrous  muscular 
tissue  being  the  proper  agent  of  all  volun- 
tary contraction  in  the  animal  kingdom, 
we  might,  a  priori,  expect  its  existence  in 
the  class  •)f  infusoria,  which  are  so  rrnmrk- 
able  for  the  rajiidity  and  energy  oi  tlieir 
movements  of  ]>ro))ulsion  and  translation. 
In  the  former  tlu  y  can  only  be  compared 
with  fishes,  and  in  the  latter  with  insects. 
Contractility  of  tissoe  can  never  explain 
those  active  voluntary  tffort.s  ])y  which 
ibvy  Mvi»!d  ohstneles  w  hen  swimming  in 
ill  \  riiuU  in  a  hijigle  drop,  convey  the  nutri- 
ment towards  the  mouth,  and  peifonai  the 
act  of  deglutition,   i^evious,  however,  to 


*  Our  of  the  most  fsvourable  moneats  for  •««- 
Inf  thMe  cUt»  to  advantage,  partlealitrly  In  ttiote 

itt.pclc*  In  wMch  they  inveit  the  whole  aarfAceof 
ilie  body.  Is  when  the  drop  of  fluid  und^r  the  mt» 
croscope  in  in'iirty  dry,  wlien  tin  y  iiir>  t  ,  seen 
cloiiprntvil  to  tlieii  utmo*l(  iu  a  »tate  of  great  ac- 
tivity, or  if  itu>  nnimalbc  acs/iy csptnog,  la  a 
•tatc  of  rijid  ercctioo. 
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Dr.  Lhreuberg,  uuilimg  like  the  muscular 
tibn  YaiA  ever  been  attampled  to  be  sbtmn 
in  thc^e  animal*:. 

As  jet,  from  their  exlreuiv  tenuity,  no 
disdmrt  fibfni  bave  been  deteeted  in  the 
Kecoud  and  more  minnto  division,  styled 
hv  Ciivter  Hiymo^rtte,nii  irj/KiorM,  and  in  tl>e 
new  system  of  Dr.  Ehrcubt  rj^,  Pifltfgoitriea ; 
althoufb,  from  their  extremely  figovMit 
contnu'tlnns,  as  tM^'ll  as  from  thf  ir  pre  cnce 
in  the  diTision  of  the  Rotatoria,  we  are 
entitled  to  infer  their  exiatenoe.  In  this 
lust,  distinct  fibres  are  perceptible  in  the 
].i>.>phora  nafns,  Eotijfr  vulgaris^  PhiloditM 
€ruthrophthaliuu,  and  Hydaiiua  tenia. 

We  shall  select  the  moiciilnr  lyiteu  of 
the  latter,  tlu-  Iliidutina  tenta^  a  speci- 
men, from  itsgreater  distinctuctts  and 
complexitjr.    The  nerfeetly  tnuupfacBt 

ffelatinoiis  body  of  this  aniinal,  when  seen 
through  the  microscope  with  a  power  of 
iiSOf  appears  to  be  traversed  loniiritttdiniiliy 
by  aefend  narrow  bands  of  Whrcs,  perfectly 
tnmtparent,  and  of  a  tjreyish  white  rolnttr. 
Whttn  the  animal  throws  itself  into  its 
violent  lateral  cootortiowi,  theie  fihrow 
bunds  an-  oIim  rv<  f1  tn  -shorten,  btwme 
broader  and  tluckcr,  (fruui  their  sliii^htly 
diminished  transparency,)  on  the  sidle  to- 
wards which  the  contractiena  an  made; 
and  on  the  convex  to  ])eff>!ne  v<>  extriMnely 
elongated  and  attenuated  as  to  be  alui«Mt, 
in  some  ttacs  (luite,  imperceptible.  The 
Teal  muscular  nature  of  those  ori;ans,  and 
that  tiicy  arc  the  real  agents  in  efTeetiug 
tile  mtitions  of  the  animal,  b  thus  placed 
beyond  all  donbt  These  museles  never 
lose  thrir  apparent  stntr  ,r  f,  ?ision,  which 
tiiey  would  undoubtc^iiy  do  on  the  contrac- 
tiom  of  the  animal,  if  their  nature  wae  of 
another  description;  and  when  the  two 
extremities  of  the  body  arc  equally  apwroxi- 
matcd  to  each  other,  none  of  the  hands 
become  invisible,  but  all  increase  to  neazly 
twi<e  their  forMirr  1)rcadth,  with  a  corres- 
ponding duuiiiutiou  of  their  truiusparency. 

The  envelope  of  the  body  of  the  hyda- 
tiiin  <  onsiststtf  a  double  transparent  mem- 
brane, tlie  two  layers  of  which  are  in  con- 
tact with,  and  scarcely  distinguishable 
tnm,  each  other,  when  the  animal  Is  in  a 
jtatc  of  repi>sr.  Rnt,  upnn  the  contrac- 
tions of  two  or  more  of  the  muscles,  the 
internal  membrane  into  which  they  are 
inserted  bccoraes*  separated  to  a  greater  or 
less  distance  from  the  external.  During 
tbe  whole  of  these  phenomena  the  »U»mach, 
ovaries,  and  the  whole  of  tlie  vi.Hcera,aieper- 
fe(t!v  visible  through  the  traniparrat 
niuH'lcs. 

Theee  mrineipal  moirlet  are  fonr  pairs, 

which  iKKc  fltrir  cri'jrin  frnm  the  "]ii'Mi<ite 
ends  of  the  animal,  and  proceed  iu  a  radi- 
ated manner  to  be  Inserted  by  broad  stri- 
jited  bands  near  the  niidrUe  of  tin-  body, 
(between  the  fourth  and  lifth  imir  of  twigs 


given  00"  from  what  Dr.  Khreniiexg  calls 
the  great  dorsal  veaMl.)  Tha  fonr  nyper 

or  anterior  mnsdes  rise  by  narrow  in 
sertions  from  the  iunetion  'ef  tbe  h««d 
with  the  body  at  w  root  of  tho  miatory 

organs ;  the  ft>ur  posterior  or  inferior,  ffvm 
the  pi»intof  insertion  of  the  bifid  t:!'l  into 
the  body.  The  extent  of  insert  ton  of  ihece 
muscles  is  much  greater  in  the  Easpktmt, 

P/iilitliufi,  and  Rrtiirr,  than  in  t)\r  ■ 

in  them  it  reaches  at  least  from  the  second 
to  the  sixth  of  the  above<>mendonod  ttmm- 
verse  twigs. 

Thcfie  frreat  lonintudinal  mnscle<;  are 
distinct  to  the  mo^t  unpractised  eye,  bat 
Dr.  Ehrenberg  views  as  of  a  moaonlar 
charnctcr,  1.  Tlie  seventeen  wction*;  of 
tbe  rotatorv  organ  in  the  Hydatina,  wiiich 
mast  be  t»e  principal  agents  in  mreeHSmg 
the  motions  of  the  eili;r;  2.  A  contraction 
or  sphincter  near  tlie  extremity  of  the 
cloaca;  3.  A  striated  organ  behind  the 
cloaca,  which  he  considers,  from  its  situa. 
tion,a'(  an  accelerntor  of  the  seminal  fluid, 
a  muicaliu  ^aeulatorius.  Id  none  of  these, 
however,  except  the  last,  can  toeoslslmao 
of  a  fibrous  tissue  be  eon»>idered  as  beyond  a 
doubt;  though,  from  their  sitnation,  it  is 
more  than  probable  that  this  is  their  true 
nature.  All  of  these  parts  seem  to  be  at» 
1  ached  to  tbe  inner  layer  of  tbe  external 
double  membrane,  and  to  be  unconnected 
with  the  sabjaeent  viseera.  ft  is  not  in. 
])robable  that  the  tail  may  possess  some 
proper  muscles,  as  its  jnotionsare  not  per- 
formed laterally  in  common  with  the 
trunk,  bat  by  an  altefmrte  ratmetioB  aad 
elontfntinn. 

8.  Ornrratice  ^y$tem. —  The  partixam  of 
ihegftienth  fpmtmtta  vel  primUhm^  who  so 
long  stood  ttieir  ground  in  the  class  of 
Ento/oa,  after  being  forced  to  rclin«|!ii«h 
this  position,  hj  the  discoren,  of  the  ova, 
of  these  parfsttic  animals,  took  refuge  ia 
the  darkne«5  and  obscuritv  i>f  the  mier' 
copic  infjsoria,  where  thcj  wtre  almost 
seeftre  of  an  nndlstuified  possession,  wMle 
there  was  notbinq^  kfiown  e4»neeniin?  them 
except  as  a  homogeneous  mass  of  transpa- 
rent jelly,  endowed  with  a  few  active  mo- 
tions ;  and  where  their  negative  argumenta 
cniild  only  be  atta^ed  by  aaalogiaU  rsa- 
sonings. 

The  observations  of  Dr.  Ebmberg  hMo 

not  only  ^'i\en  an  ad(liti(»nal  extension  to 
the  great  principle  of  Han  ey,  irnirie  t^vum  ex 
ovo ;  but  have,  by  a  connected  train  of  ocu- 
lar demonstration,  pn>vcd  the  existence,  in 
this  eltiNS  of  tlu'  whole  thrw  ^j»ee!e«»  of 
generation — tiie  viviparous,  the  oviparous, 
and  the  ifemmiparons,  and  even  of  iBtut 
simn!r;i nciPiTs  exercise  of  two  of  tliese  in 
the  same  mdividual,  at  diflferent  epochs  of 
its  existence.  Waiving  at  present  tbe  cor. 
rohoniiioM  which  this  might  give  to  ti» 
view  of  infnsoiy  animals  forming  a  pa- 
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ralic-l  scritiA  io  iheir  mora  apparent  pruta> 
types,  let  ua  proceed  le  etate  shortly  a  few 
examples  of  each  of  these  ^urictics. 

In  tlie  interior  of  the  ii4Hijtr  vuiguru  we 
o[Wu  ace  young  animals  of  a  diminutive 
•ise,  (that  of  the  parent  favying  from  |th 
to  I  lb  of  a  line,)  piTfectly  formed,  and  ni  nr 
lUe  period  of  exciukion,  which  already 
poeecsj  tlM  t«ro  red  poiati»  (eyes,)  near 
their  anterior  extremity,  and  a  distinct 
mouUi  and  head.  They  assume  various 
postures  in  the  interior  of  the  parent 
trunk,  being  at  timi-s  coiled  ap  in  a  spiral 
form,  or  extended  to  their  whole  length. 
These  same  foetus,  if  we  may  so  call  them. 
Dr.  Ebrenbcarg  hw  seen  excluded  in  a 
liviTijf  state  from  the  parent.  All  the  in- 
dividuals of  tlie  Ut/daiina  are  hermaphro- 
dite, possessing  tbe  eompletely  formed 
male  and  female  oi^ns.  The  female  eon- 
si- 1  of  on  ovarium,  which,  when  in  t^o  nn 
iiuprcgnatcdstate,is  an  oval  perfectly  nans- 
parent  bilobed  bladder-like  body,  closely 
cmbmcing  the  lower  pnrf  of  tin  intestinal 
tube.  When  in  an  impregnated  state, 
it  inereneee  very  moch  in  riie,  being  ang- 
Dimited  by  the  addition  of  two  or  more 
ovnl  appondaj^cs,  so  that  the  whole  ma.ss 
liiis  the  greater  part  of  tlie  posterior  half  of 
the  body  of  tho  nnimaL  When  qnito  leady 
to  burst,  it  a<;snmcs  a  Bfrceni«h  grey  colonr. 
These  rounded  bodies  communicate  by  a 
eanal,  teareely  peroeptiUe  in  the  anfta* 
prcf^nated  state,  broad  and  distinct  when 
nearly  ripe,  with  the  cloticiU  dilatation 
formerly  noticed  as  exisiaiK  near  the  anal 
orifice  of  the  intestine,  i  hat  the  ova  are 
not  inti  rual  trerms,  an  opinion  enterfaincd 
by  maov  older  observfixs,  such  as  Lamarck 
and  otiers,  is  proi^ed  not  only  ftom  the 
above-mentioned  development  and  con- 
nexions of  their  containing  vesicles,  but 
ahio  by  tlic  distinct  existence  of  the  three 
snbstaooes  which,  in  the  ova  of  the  Ento- 
Z'>a,  M.  Ri'.didplii  considers  as  the  chorion, 
ailautuiii,  and  amnion.  In  the  centre  of 
many  ora,  there  can  be  feeogniaed  a  dwrkMr 
point,  which  i«;  t  itfar  the  embryo,  or  cica- 
trix in  which  the  latter  is  developed. 

Tbe  adult  H^datina  possesses,  besides, 
two  organs  which  Dr.  Ehrenberg  con- 
siders as  the  male  orjj^an^  of  ^feneration, 
but  the  real  nature  of  which  is  a  little 
more  donbtftU  than  that  of  the  preceding. 
They  resemble  \  cr}  much  inform  the  milt 
of  consisting  of  two  clougatc<l  bo- 
dies, extending  nearly  tbe  whole  length  of 
the  animal,  exterior  to  the  ovaria,  broader 
tovvartls  the  head,  diminishinis;  towards  the 
tuii.  They  terminate  (a  stiung  corrobora- 
tion of  this  view  of  their  true  nature),  in  a 
number  of  sjii rally  convoluted  tubes,  whicli 
finally  open  by  two  separate  canals  imme- 
diately behind  tbe  oridnct  These  sjdral 
convolutions  are  enveloped  by  an  organ  of 
a  very  singular  nature,  the'  ftinctiim  of 


which  is  verv  obscure;  it  is  oral,  transpa- 
rent, remarxable  for  ite  irritability  and 

sudden  changes  of  form ;  at  one  time  swell  - 
ing  out  into  a  vesicular  form,  at  another 
contracting  into  a  small  glandular-looking 
organ.  Dr.  Bhmnbei|g  at  one  time  oonsu 
dered  it  to  bear  sonip  nnnlogy  to  an  nterus^ 
but  it  is  more  probably,  connected  with 
some  office  in  applying  tbe  eerainal  fluid 
to  tlie  ova  prev  ious  to  the  exclii^inn.  This 
organ  is  wanting  in  the  Hoti/er  and  Fhilo- 
dina,  where  the  male  apparatus  otherwise 
resembles  very  closely  that  of  the  Hydatina. 

4.  Vatcidnr  Siisiem. — The  existence  of  a 
digestive,  a  muscular,  and  a  generative 
system  of  mnch  complexitv,  tmd  very  far 
from  whrit  \vc  might  consider  as  their  sim- 
plest expression,  may  now  be  viewed  as  an 
aseegrttiaed  ftct  wlu  regard  to  infusory 
animals.  The  existence  of  the  two  sys- 
tems wliii  h  rentain  for  onr  attention,  viz. 
tiie  uiscuiar  and  nervous,  is  as  yet  some- 
what problematical.  The  organs  on  whi^ 
Dr.  Lhrenljerg  conft  r>  These  aj){>cnations, 
are  very  apparent,  but  much  aoubt  exiale 
with  regarato  their  real  IVmotions. 

What  has  been  denominate  I  a  vascular 
system  is  distinctly  risible  only  in  the 
IJydaiitia  senta.  Traces  of  a  similar  ar- 
rangement are  now  and  then  perceptible 
in  the  Eotphora^  in  particular  positions  of 
the  animal,  but  they  auite  disappear  when 
the  integnmenta  are  In  a  state  of  strong 
tension.  In  the  ftirmer,  a  series  of  trans- 
vcr.se  lines  of  a  white  colour,  and  inferior 
transparency  to  the  rest  of  its  body,  suc- 
ceed one  another  at  regular  intervals, ftom 
the  head  towards  tlie  tail  Thrsf  tmns- 
Terse  stri»  might  at  first  be  taken  for  mus- 
dea,  bnt  they  differ  tnm  these  entirely  in 
their  asj)ect  and  connexions.  They  are 
nine  in  number,  exactly  parallel  to,  and 
nearly  at  equal  distances  from,  each  other. 
At  iirKt  sight  they  seem  to  be  complelo 
rings  encircling  the  wh»>le  body  ;  bnt,  upon 
a  closer  inspection,  tlicv  are  observed  to 
diminish  in  oreadth,  and  llnallT  ?aidsfa  on 
ap]»roachingtiie  inferior  or  abdrmiinal  mv» 
face  of  tbe  animaL  On  the  contrary,  they 
augment  in  diameter  towards  the  back, 
where  they  all  terminate  at  right  aagkiy 
in  a  line,  of  an  exactly  similar  appearance 
to  themi»clvc)),  running  iu  a  longitudinal 
direction  from  the  head  to  the  tail.  This 
longitiiiliiial  line  or  vessel  is  nearly  twire 
the  calibre  of  any  of  its  tributary  trsLusvcrsu 
twigs. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  disposition 
of  this  main  dorsal  trunk,  with  its  colla- 
teral branches,  is  alnn)st  exactly  that  of 
the  vascular  system  of  the  Ascidia,  so 
beautifully  drmonstrated  by  M.  Savigny, 
which  is  a  strong  argument  for  their  be- 
ing of  the  same  chaiader.  No  motion  of 
an  internal  fluid  is  discernible  in  their  in- 
terior, nor  has  any  pulsation  analogous  to 
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a  heart  been  ever  ubsenred.  Both  these 
phenomena,  which  would  decide  the  qaes- 

tion  as  t«)  tlair  true  nature,  Corti  asserted 
that  he  had  obscrred  in  the  Rotiitarin  ntid 
BracbtonuSf  but  he  was  deceived  by  the  tre- 
mulous motion  of  the  canal  leading  from 
the  mouth  to  the  oesophagus.  Thr  '^■,\mr 
was  the  case  with  Groitbujaeo,  who  uus- 
took  the  modon  of  the  intestine  in  the 
Paramareium  aurelia  for  that  of  a  sap  like 
fluid.  It  is  worthy  of  note,  that  these 
white  striae  are  allached  to  the  internal, 
not  to  the  external  tonic  of  the  inti^> 
ments. 

5.  Nervotti  Sv«(«m.~This  name  is  given 
to  a  eeries  of  six  or  seven  round  glandnlar. 

looking  grayisli  bodies,  \vlnch  envelop  the 
upper  nr  dorsal  part  of  the  oesophagus  of 
the  Hydatitia.  They  are  closely  connected 
together,  and  are  distinguished  from  all 
till*  other  viscera  of  ilu-  IkkIv  by  their 
darker  tint.  I'be  uppermoiit  ot  these  bo- 
dies (ganglia),  or  that  situate  in  the  mesial 
plane,  is  mueh  lari^cr  than  the  rost,  and 
gives  ofi,  from  its  apex,  a  slender  branch, 
which  proceeds  upwards  towards  the  inte- 
guments at  the  back  of  the  neck,  a  little 
before  the  second  pair  of  vascular  twig^s, 
where  it  forms  a  slight  enlargement  (gan- 
glion) ;  it  does  not  stop  here,  but  returns 
back  and  unites  again,  nnt  with  the  lai^ 
ganglion  from  which  it  was  ongiually 
given  off,  bnt  in  one  of  the  adjacent 
smaller  ones.  A  complete  circle  is  thus 
formed,  tuaring  some  resemblance  to  the 
nervous  eircle  which  encircles  the  cesopha- 
gttsof  the  molluscs,  except  that  in  this 
case  the  whole  circle  is  situate  on  tlir  r^or- 
sal  or  upper  side  of  that  canal.  From  the 
point  of  contact  of  this  nerrons  circle  with 
the  dorsal  vessel,  it  gives  off  two  very  slen- 
der  twigs  forwanl  to  the  anterior  part  of 
the  head,  where,  in  other  forms  of  the  ilo- 
tatoria,  such  m  the  Hotifer  vnlgaiit^  the  two 
red  points  (eyes)  are  situate.  In  some, 
such  as  the  Eoiphora  uajaty  a  single  large 
red  point  is  situate  on  the  back  of  the 
neck,  in  flu- exact  position  of  the  ^any^lion 
at  the  apex  of  the  circle*.  'Hie  n^ore- 
mentioned  large  mesial  ouMtphageal  gan- 
lion  (brain),  sends  off  posteriorly  another 
ranch  of  mncli  Inrc^er  i-/-  ,  backwards 
along  the  abdonunal  surlacc4>i  the  animal, 
which  closely  adheres  to  the  internal 
layer  of  its  double  envelop. 

That  these  different  filaments  and  gan- 
glia, to  which  we  have  given  the  name  of 
nerves,  arc  not  muscles,  is  evident  from 
their  form,  their  motle  of  insertion  into  the 
IntegtuncntH,  and  because,  in  the  contrac- 


*  The  beat  view  of  the  dispnnitton  sod  apptar- 
aaCM  of  Ibc  woplisgesl  ganglia  la  Oom  the  dorssl 
■Adcoftbt  aidnal,  to  allu*  with  the  great  donal 
vessri.  Th«  tuTvousi  coll n  (.'iv>  n  (iff  from  the 
bralii  ia,  however,  best  vvio  ou  a  iateral  view. 


tions  of  the  animal,  they  are  not  shortened, 
but  assume  a  serpentine  form,  being  appa- 

rently  quite  passive.  They  are  not  vessela* 
because  no  pulsation  nor  motion  of  a  con- 
tained fluid  has  been  hitherto  perceived 
through  their  tnmsperent  tissues.  If  thcjr 
are  nnt  ori^^an?;  of  an  entirely  uukno'^^  n  nn 
ture,  the  whole  analogy  of  their  form  aad 
position,  compared  witfi  the  nervous  sys* 
tern  in  other  invertebrate  animals,  farourt 
the  idea  of  this  beintr  their  true  nature. 

We  may  here  consider,  a«»  appendages  to 
the  nervous  system,  those  coloured  points 
situate  in  the  aiiteri(»r  part  of  the  head  i>f 
these  animals,  and  most  usually  on  the 
dorsal  sorlhoe,  which  have  been  considered 
OS  eyes.  As  already  notieed,  the  first  dis- 
covery of  these  organs  was  made  in  IHI6 
by  Nitsch,  who  saw  in  the  Ctrcaria  tiriJis, 
(now  referred  by  Dr.  Ehrenberg  to  tlie 
genns  Ftiij/oKr,)  three blaek  scaliform  points. 
In  the  kiuijer  vutsariif  their  pigment  is  of 
a  red  odour,  aau  ther  are  three  in  num- 
ber, two  small  ont  s  at  its  anterior  extre- 
mity, and  a  single  larger  one  at  the  nucha, 
in  the  situation  of  the  apex  of  the  above- 
mentioned  nervous  circle  in  the  Hxtdatiua ; 
and  it  is  very  probable  tbnt  tin*  Tno  fila- 
ments,  which,  in  the  latter  ammal,  am 
sent  forwards  from  this  ganglion,  or  even 
the  ganglioT:  it'^rlf,  «iul)v,  rw  the  purposet 
of  visiun.  The  number,  disposition, and  co* 
lour  of  these  points,  are  the  same  in  the  fins. 
)ihora  naiat,  where  the  mesial  eye  is  still 
lanrrr  and  more  distinrt  Tn  the'  Phthuima 
erythropnthuima  their  colour  is  the  same, 
but  they  are  onlj  two  in  number,  (Ae 
most  common  disposition  in  this  claxs,} 
much  smaUer,  and  situate  more  posteriorly. 
In  the  Lepad^a  tvalit,  one  only  is  visible, 
of  eonsiderable  size,  in  the  mesial  sitoa* 
tion  of  the  laige  one  of  the  Eosphora*. 


NEW  FORMS  OF  SPLINTS  FOR  THE 
EXTRBHITIEa 

Br  John  GaANniAM,  Esq. 

.   CCoutlaaeil  ttom  p.  583, 

ITavino  in  the  former  part  of  this  pnp^r 
described  the  splints  tor  the  upper  ex- 
tremities, I  shall  now  proceed  to  tho«e 
intended  for  the  lower. 

FiGons  1 

Is  intended  to  represent  an  apparatus 

for  fractures  of  the  os  femoris,  one  of 
whieli  T  presented  to  Mr.  Lawrenre  in 
1829,  uiiu  gave  the  following  descrip- 

*  Aiirid^ed  from  the  Ainerteu  Jottnisl  of  the 
Medirftl  ScicDcea,iIay  im. 
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tlon  of  it  in  Lis  I^ortiirca,  is  roijortcdm 
the  Lancet  of  1829-30,  pa  {re  317.  He 
saya,  '*  What  I  now  show  you  is  a  con- 
trivance ofthis  kind  [speaking  of  double- 
inclined  planes],  to  which  a  strap  or 
hnnd,  calculated  to  fix  tljc  pelvis,  is  at- 
taclu  d.  You  observe  that'  a  double- 
inclined  plane  is  here  obtained  for 
the  lower  extremity,  this  part  beings 
adapted  to  the. thigh,  antl  tliis  part  to  the 
leg".  You  will  understand  of  course  that 
when  an  addition  of  this  kind  to  the  bed 
is  used,  pads  are  placed  over  the  wood, 
in  order  that  the  limb  Bwjr  lie  easily. 
Yf»ii  will  see  that  this  apparatus  is  so 
conlnved,  that  if  care  be  taken,  it  pre- 
sents a  greater  or  lesser  angle  at  the 
edge  which  corresponds  to  tbe  ham;  and 
that  part  whic  h  corresponds  tothf  tht«rli 
is  80  constructed,  that  its  length  can  be 
increased  or  dinitniahed  at  nleasure,  so 
as  to  accommodate  the  board  to  different 
inf1i^  ifluals.  In  the  first  i  l  ii  r  ,  the 
Itii^th  oi  the  part  on  which  tut;  thigh  it 


to  rest,  must  correspond  exactly  with  the 
length  of  thf -^niiiul  limb,  the  apparatus 
for  which  undcnicath  enables  you  to 
lengthen  or  shorten  the  various  parks, 
antf  is  very  simple.  Then  the  ^t- 
board  (b)  can  be  placed  at  appropriate 
distances  by  means  of  the  holes  w  hich 
you  see  in  the  lower  parts,  so  as  to  make 
that  part  correspond  with  the  exact 
length  of  tlie  leir.  The  lateral  j>rgs  may 
be  of  use  to  retain  the  leg  in  any  one 
part.  Then  the  other  end  facing  the 
posterior  part  of  the  thigh,  Bxes  ag^nst 
the  tuberosity  of  the  ischium,  and  this 
hand  (c)  goes  round  the  pelvis,  to  keep 
that  part  of  the  body  steady.  There  is 
another  band  (r/)  used  ibr  toe  purpose  of 
fixing  the  other  portion  of  the  thigh  ;  so 
th  it  IS  far  as  it  can  beaccomplislicd  by 
this  lustruraeut,  you  render  the  thigh, 
the  leg,  and  the  pelvis,  fixed*.**  But  in 
this  sKetch  there  is  a  groove  («)  con. 

*  see  aUo  if  cdkal  CutUt,  vAk  vl.  49^ 
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slructed  for  the  admission  of  the  ten^o- 
acMllis,  so  as  completely  to  pn  vi  tit 
lateral  motion  of  the  heel,  which  1  hare 
added  within  the  last  three  jrears. 

FxooRS  3 
Represents  the  outer  or  fihnlar  splint  for 
iiractures  of  the  oc  femoris. 

Fnivas  3 

JEtepteaenta  the  inner  !iplint     the  same 

bone. 

Figure  4 

BepieBenta  the  antennr  splint  of  the 
same  bone. 

FinijRE  5 
Represents  au  application  of  liie  above. 


CASE  OF  PURPURA  H^HORRHA- 
OICA. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
Sir, 

T  CONSIDER  it  a  duty  to  rnrnmiinicate  to 
you  a  case  of  purpura  liiemorrhagica,  in 
whk^  leaa  difficulty  was  expetienoed  In 
the  treatment  than  usual,  and  whidl 
terminated  rapidly  and  favourably. 

A  youne*  woman,  about  24,  applied 
to  me  a  snort  time  since  for  a  severe 
hsemorrfaac-e  from  the  fauces;  her  skin 
was  nlsri  thickly  spotted  with  petechife, 
and  marked  with  intervening-  vihicefl; 
the  tongue  was  brown,  and  the  pulse 
was  weak,  so  that  further  depletion  ap- 
peared inadmissible.  Ciirbonate  of  am- 
monia was  g-iven ;  but  with  no  good  ef- 
fect on  the  biemorrhage  nor  petecbite. 
Aware  of  Che  effect  ef  the  action  of  vo- 
mitingf  on  the  Teaouli  circulation,  which 
it  appears  to  excite  in  a  high  dcirree,  I 
directed  half  a  g^ain  of  tartarizcd  anti- 
mony to  he  taken  every  quarter  of  an 
hour  ill  a  little  water,  till  vomiting 
should  be  producefl  Tin  i  <^ult  "sur- 
passed my  eY]>cctutiou :  iuuiiediatclv 
after  Touiitiug  the  htrmurrhag^e  cease(f  j 
from  that  time  the  petechiip  and  vibicea 
were  gTafliially  ami  rapidly  abs(»rt»ed, 
and  the  young  woman  recovered  bor 
usual  health  without  the  repetition  of 
Ihe  emetic  or  the  employment  of  any 
other  remedy. — I  am,  sir, 

Yoor  obedient  sen  ant, 

R.  P.  Plaver. 

M slisthitrri  Julr  32i  10SB. 


REATMENT  OF  BURNS. 

ON  THE  TREATMENT  OF  BURNS. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Uaxette. 
Sir, 

It  !•<  now  ronsiderably  more  than  tw^ntv 
years  since  I  compietely  changed  ray 
mode  of  trealiiig  bntt,  having  fbtmd 
iirom  exMuive  cuperienoe,  that  the  plan 

then  in  rfoiiprr^l  usr  was  almost  ctnivtnntlv 
attended  with  no  benefit,  and  verr  Irv- 
quently  with  evidently  bad  consequences; 
and  I  then  intended  to  commnaicate  to 
the  public  the  plan   of  nianajjcment 
wbicn  I  adopted,  arifl  hr^vr  viiif-e  yn\\- 
furmly  fuuuu  attended  with  tiic  ma»i 
ando«ibted  beneficial  effects.    At  this 
period,  however,  Dr.  Kentkb^li  plan  of 
treatment  made  its  appearance,  by  «  b i'-b, 
together  with  some  publicatioui^  ibat 
soon  followed,  I  concluded,  that  the 
practice  I  meant  to  recommend  was  in 
a  great  measure  anticipated ;  for  aK 
diougb  tbey  did  not  exactly  coincide, 
still  they  made  so  near  an  approach, 
that  only  a  little  more  experience  was 
required  to  make  tbcni  perfectly  agree, 
and  to  be  introduced  into  general  prac- 
tice.   The  retftult,  how  ever,  I  am  sony 
to  i^ay,  has  not  only  disappeared,  but 
^be  breach  seems  gradually  i  v-teudiD|^, 
nrid  ttv  trrntmentof  tlif  most  distres^inj^- 
ul  injuries  L»  nearly  as  discordant  as  ever. 
This  retrograde  consequence,  as  retro- 
grade it  certainly  appears  to  me  to  be, 
("xn  ouly  be  accounted  for  from  the  wy- 
})areiitly  very  opposite  state  of  cans*' 
and  efllect  to  tiie  method  of  cure  pro- 
posed, and  to  the  sin^ilarly  unintelK. 
gible  theories  with  wbicli  the  urw  plan 
of  treatment  was  «5npporte(^,  for  certainly 
bad  it  been  left  to  tnc  only  fair  way  of 
deciding  the  merita  of  any  practice^ 
experience,  the  plan  would  have  lofup 
ago  become  universal,  and  the  public 
would  have  had  great  benefit  conferred 
upon  them ;  as,  Irom  the  very  fWauent 
occurrence  of  such  diatresalng  accid  <  n  t  > , 
the  nin«,t   urgent  necessity  exists  for 
adopling  any  jdan  that  can  afford  relief. 

It  seems  quite  gupcrHuous  for  luy 
present  purpose  to  euter  into  any  de- 
tailed accdUMt  of  the  difT-n  iit  ratioties 
mrtlendi  which  uere  brought  forwanl 
in  support  and  confutation  of  the  new 
practice :  they  only  require  to  be  men« 
tioned,  that  their  importance  may  b« 
understood 

Dr.  Kentish  supported  his  introduc 
fioii  Iff  tmpentine  and  other  resinous 
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snbstances  for  the  trealracnt  of  bums,  where  it  is  neitber  acutely  sensible,  nor 

by  the  principle  of  what  lie  terms  unit/  devoid  of  scnsibilitj— of  courae  within 

of  actum ;  nanelj,  "  tbit  an^  part  of  very  nuniw  limttli,  and  e?ea  within 

Ik9  sjstem  having  its  action  increased  these,  it5  rcmnimendntion maybe  ndier 

toaTer^  hig-h  degree,  must  continue  to  neg^ative  tliau  positive." 

be  exated,  though  in  a  less  degree.  Again,  the  same  author  goes  on  to 

«itber  hr  tbe  aaae  stuiiiiliia  tnucb  obaenre,  «*  The  reatilt  then  of  these  ge- 

caused  we  ineieaaed  a^ioA,  or  some  neral  observations  is,  that  the  treatment 

other,  havin**"  the  nearest  similarity  to  of  small  and  of  extensiv  e  burns  must  in 

it,  until  by  degrees  the  extraordinary  soaie  respects  be  diH'erent.     In  the 

action  subsides  into  the  healthy  action  former,  almost  any  plan  mar  be  adopted 

of  tbe  part."  ^ith  safety,  whether  atteaoad  with  re. 

Upon  the  above  thenrv.  Professor  Bum  lief  or  not ;  that  is  to  say,  the  part  shall 

observ  es,  "  It  has  been  said  that  a  burned  heal  if  we  merely  avoid  doing-  positive 

part  almost  immediately  sinks  into  a  mischief,  although  we  fail  to  do  actual 

•tate  of  debflitjr  fimn  the  temporary  ac  good.   This  is  especially  the  case  when 

tion  of  an  excessive  stimulus,  and  the  there  is  only  erythema,  which  will  go 

system  being  apt  to  sink  along*  with  it,  off,  whether  we  apply  cold  water  or 

and  that  by  applyinj^  another  powerful  strong  spirits,  or  wrap  the  part  in  cotton, 

■timulos  as  a  aalsmnle  for  that  beat  or  anoint  it  with  salad  oil,  or  batbe  it 

Wrhkk  pradoced  the  bom,  the  action  of  ^vith  herring  brine.    But,  in  the  latter, 

the  part  would  be  supported,  and  the  >*  e  can  neither  use  the  cold  nor  the  sti- 

aensaiion  lessened.    This,  I  fear,  was  mulating  plan  to  any  degree;  for  the 

an  opmmn  ibimded  rather  on  tbe  notions  first  most  produce  nnosual  coldness, 

of  Srou  n,  than  on  tbe  ground  of  expe-  vid  the  latter,  on  its  primary  operation 

rience."    Again,  the  same  author  ob-  at  least,  excessive  additional  excitement, 

serves,  "  We  kiK)w  that  turpentine  ap-  as  cannot  be  otherwise  than  detrimen- 

plied  to  sound  vkin  inflames  it,  and  a  tal." 

j^rtori,  we  should  expect  a  higher  degree  M^r-  Samuel  Cooper  obeerres,  **  Dr. 

of  inflammation  to  be  produced,  if  it  Kr-ntish's  theories  are,  ns  fnr  as  I  can 

were  applied  to  a  part  already  inflamed,  j'idg-e,  visionary;  they  may  amuse  the 

What  shouki  be  the  eflcct  of  turpcutiue  iaucy,  but  can  never  improve  the  judg- 

if  applied  as  a.  diesabig  to  a  emmBon  menti  tbejr  an  nearij  unintelligible ; 

blister,  if  the  cuticle  weaa  peeled  e^f  they  are  unsupported  by  anj  sort  of 

should  it  not  be  frantic  ag"ony,  perhaps  rational  evidence,  and  as  being  the 

followed  hv  sloughing  of  the'uart;  and  dreams  of  a  credulous  sportive  imagina- 

wby  sbould  not  tbe  same  effect  result  tion,  must  toon  deellne  into  negleet,  if 

from  it,  if  applied  to  a  part  inflamed,  not  oblivion.** 

blistered,  and  jK^eled,  after  tbe  applica-  Dr.  Thomson  says,  "  that  >vherc  the 

tion  of  boilinj^  water?    £x]u-<icnce  is  parts  are  destroyed  and  converted  into 

decidedly  against  tbe  use  of  turoentine,  sloughs,  it  does  not  matter  much  whether 

or  any  strong  stimnlaa,  in  ail  eases  vinegar,  oilj  liniments,  turpentine,  spi- 

ivhere  tbe  skin  is  not  disorganized,  and  rits  of  wine^  er  emoUieat  pottltieea,  an 

that,  whether  the  extent  be  great  or  appliod." 

small,  and  whether  the  cuticle  Im:  entire  V\  ben  these  extracts.  Sec.  are  atten- 

or  peeled  oC   Tbe  stron||r  itimnlvs  of  tiyely  considered,  tbej  dearly  evince  tbe 

turpentine  ekn  only  be  borne  when  the  melancholy  situation  of  tbe  treatment  of 

skin  iM  partially  torrefied,  and  nearly  tbe  most  distressing  accident  which  can 

insensible.   In  such  cases,  the  parts  be-  befal  the  human  body ;  and  it  is  reaUy 

ing  Boaily  or  altogether  dead,  it  la  not  diflleult  to  comprehend  what  is  tbe  nlan 

to  bo  cai[poelad  tbat  any  stimidua  ean  these  gentlemen  would  either  themsalyea 

five  pain  or  do  good ;  yet  these,  per-  adopt  or  advise  others  to  follow,  so  as 

aps,  are  the  cases  most  likely  to  be  to  conduct  such  distressing  occurrences 

broiujjht  forward  in  favour  of  tur]>cntine.  to  a  pleasant  termination :  and  while 

Jn  tlua  extreme  degree  of  torreftction,  tbey  seem  all  anxious  to  condemn  that 

it  is  then  a  neg'ative  application,  or  may  of  Dr.  Kentish,  which  we  shall  after- 

be  said  to  do  neither  ^ood  nor  harm,  terwanls  de^ig-nate  the  stimulant,  or 

This  view,  which  I  believe  observation  more  uroperly  the  warm  digestive  plan, 

will  prore  to  be  comet,  willeoofino  tbe  atill  uey  neither  reoommend  the  old  or 

use  of  turpentine  to  such  cases  where  the  new,   and   propose   distinctly  no 

the  skin  is  not  altogether  destroyed,  or  other.   Indeed  toeir  objections  seem  to 

200.— XII.  2  K 
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have  no  other  foiindntioii  than  supposi- 
iiou  i  for  as  iiir  as  I  can  observe,  none 
of  tbeae  genUemen  speak  from  experi* 
'Ciioe,  aJM  anrdj  here,  as  in  all  other 
cases,  wc  are  not  rntitlt  d  to  condemn 
aujr  practice  but  ujpou  >uch  a  founda- 
tun;  and  I  must  ne  permitted  to  ob> 
serte,  the  lo^c  of  Dr.  Bum,  where  he 
inorf'  than  insinuates  tliat  if  n  Imrn  shall 
iiltiniatciy  heal  (or,  of  course,  any  other 
disease  shall  not  end  in  the  death  of  the 
patient)  it  is  of  little  orno  moment  wbil 
way  you  nianapfo  its  treatment,  so  as 
to  obtain  an  easy,  expeditious,  and  per- 
fect cure,  appeari*  to  me  singularly  cu- 
rious. For  myself  I  shall  candidly  con- 
fess, that  during*  nearly  one-balf  of  mj 
professional  experience,  I  continued  to 
treat  bums  in  toe  manner  then  in  gene- 
ral use — nz  with  cold,  oily,  and  leda- 
tire  applications;  but  the  resalt,  if  the 
ca'ic  ^vas  only  a  scald,  the  cure  was 
tedious,  accompanied  with  much  pain, 
and  frequently  ended  in  slouching  or 
ttleeratton,  and  the  onlv  relief  that 
could  o-iven  was  from  tlie  n<;c  of  poul- 
tices; %vhich,  v%hen  they  had  at  last 
brought  the  injured  part  to  the  state  in 
whidi  we  were  aoonstomed  to  treat  other 
ulcers,  a  cure  was  effected  with  great 
difficulty,  pain,  loss  of  time,  and  a  dis- 
gusting cicatrix.  Nay,  if  the  use  of 
poultices  had  been  pronnted  as  an  ap- 
plication in  tlie  former  treatment  of 
bums,  I  really  believe  that  it  would  not 
have  been  possible  to  effect  a  cure  in 
any  case  whatever.  It  was  from  the 
unilbrmitv  of  such  unpleasant  conse- 
quences that  T  resolved  to  alter  niv  mode 
of  treatment;  and  I  no  sooner )ind  re- 
course to  the  rcsiiiuus  or  turpentine  oint- 
ments, than  the  most  pleasant eflects  fol- 
lowed,  and  if  I  was  called  in  immedi- 
ately after  th»'  aeeulent,  not  only  was 
ail  pain  almost  immediately  removed, 
but  eirery  chance  of  ulceration  and 
sloughing,  even  in  very  severe  cases  of 
scalding-  and  slight  tTimefactiiui,  pre- 
vented; the  cure  w&a  speedy;  with,  in 
many  cases,  not  even  a  cicatrix  or  blaia 
oboen  able.  Indeed,  so  sCronfff  was  my 
convirtifui  of  the  good  cfrect*?  of  this 
applicattun,  that  I  persuaded  every  fa- 
mily under  my  care  to  have  a  constant 
supply  of  Unff.  Resinos.  Com.  in  the 
iiouse;  and  it  has  frequently  happened, 
that  not  only  mere  scalding,  but  burns 
front  tiuaie,  melted  lead,  oil  of  vitricd, 
and  gunpowder,  hav«  been  all  speedily 
cured,  Mithout  corning  to  nlcemiOD  CT 
leaving  a  mark  of  any  kind. 


Alihoufrh  it  appears  to  me  of  very 
little  importance  whether  or  not  wa  cnn 
establish  the  use  of  retinoas  or  mifou 

tine  applicatious  upon  what  tuny  nTijrear 
satisfactory  principles,  beinp  cotnpieieiy 
satisfied  that  it  any  one  will  have  re- 
course to  these  applioatioiiB  in  the  treat- 
ment of  bums,  they  will  at  once  fall  in 
with  and  adopt  the  praetice.  still  I  l»eg 
leave  to  offer  the  follow  iug  observatioua, 
as  an  attempt  to  account  Ibr  dieir  wtiy 
beneficial  operation. 

T\}r  r  ffects  of  mere  scaldinir,  ^t-  the 
more  extensive  injuries  inflicted  by 
heated  matter,  are  the  destruction,  to  a 
gfreater  or  less  depth,  of  the  surface  to 
which  they  have  been  ap])lied  ;  and  this 
event  will  be  more  or  ksi>  extended, 
from  the  effects  of  succeeding  inflam- 
mation, and  which  inflammation  is  ame 
to  snceeed  the  injuiy  of  bums  if  tbe 
pain  and  irritation  consofinent  upon 
such  accidents  is  not  imraediately  sub- 
dued, or  if  they  erelong  continnea  fiom 
improper  treatment. 

Erery  medical  practitionc  r  nf  .  vperi- 
ruvc  must  he  well  aware,  that  in  the 
uiana^emeut  of  many  cases  of  superfi- 
cial roflammations,  nay,  indeed,  of 
many  internal  ones,  cold,  sedative,  in- 
active, or  repelling;-  applications,  not 
only  afford  no  relief,  out  are  followed 
witn  great  increase  of  pain  and  iirita- 
tlon,  and  even  constitutional  derang«- 
mcTit :  the  inflammatory  action  is  con- 
tinued, and  the  parts,  after  a  tedious 
progress,  end  in  ^fangrene  or  slouching. 
jExamples  of  tihu  occur  in  affections  of 
the  mammtr,  in  erysiprlas,  in  anthrax, 
whitlow,  and  other  violent  intlammatory 
tumors;  also  in  cases  of  frost-bit  chif. 
blaiiia,  honions,  and  eoms.  Bat  the 
had  effects  of  sudi  cold  repellinor  in- 
active applications, would  be  partieuiaHy 
observed  and  felt  in  the  management  <^ 
^o  throat  in  angina  malig^a.scariatina, 
dec.  and  very  remarkably  so  in  the  treat- 
ment of  hhstei-s,  if  they  had  hc^n  ap- 
plied in  such  diseases.  lu  bhort,  the 
mode  in  which  these  warm  digestive 
applications  act,  and  produce  tbelr  bene- 
ficial  cflTeets  in  hum';,  Tiiav  be  easily  un- 
derstfunl  from  \v!i;it  we  all  know  of  the 
advaniaLT'  >  obtained  from  poultices,  not 
only  as  upplioable  to  the  treatment  of 
bum.'',  but  of  other  local  affection*. 
They  prove  the  very  best  di-^ciitient,  if 
had  recourse  to  in  time,  merely  by  rr- 
llering  pain  and  irritation,  from  their 
wwrmtn  and  their  oleaginous  lubrieatinfl^ 
^aalitf  i  the  tensioB  and  swelling  ceases 
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toexi^t^aiui  tlievesseUaud  general  struc- 
ture ^  tbe  put  affected  are  allowed  an 
OB|Kirttinitr  to  regain  their  healthy  state. 

That  til  is*  is  the  true  explanation,  \vc 
find  iu  tiie  i'act,  that  if  tite  poultice  be- 
comes cold  and  dry,  all  tbe  unpleasant 
gjinptouis  immediately  return,  and  we 
arc  lu'quently  ohli^-fd,  in  order  to  hnnir 
thf  aHcclion  to  a  jjroper  and  sjundy  t<  r- 
miualiun,  to  have  recourse  to  luaking' 
tiie  addition  to  tbe  poultiees  of  the 
very  applications  recoiunieudcd  by  Dr. 
Kentish;  and  whether  we  say  wiUi  tbe 
Doctor,  that  any  part  of  the  system 
having  its  action  exeited  to  a  very  high 
degree,  iniiat  continue  to  be  excited  in  a 
less  degree,  until  the  extraordinary  ac- 
tion subsides  iuio  the  healthy  action 
or  what  appears  lo  me  rather  more  in- 
telligible,  that  saeh  warm  digestive  ap- 

Idiciitions  are  always  found  to  reliiM- 
mruii,  and  other  atTections  similar  to 
bums,  by  relieviujr  paiu  and  irritation, 
and  of  oouvse  diminishing  tension  and 
inflammatory  action,  tlie  natural  struc- 
t«?n>  of  the  part  is  gradually  restored, 
the  parts  injured  to  a  very  considerable 
ejctoot  are  absolutely  preaenred,  and  no 
vnpleaBant  cicatrix  or  contraetion  fol- 
lows; and  \yh  \\  is  still  of  very  great 
and  pai'aiuouut  importance,  even  in  tbe 
moat  severe  and  extensive  burns,  tbe 
intense  and  horrible  distress,  however  the 
caee  may  terminate,  is  almost  immedi- 
ately and  completely  relieved. 

But  farther:  when  we  attend  to  the 
various  means  which  have  been  of  late 
years  stig-g-ested  for  the  treatment  of 
lun  ns,  we  iind  that  tliose  which  have  the 
greatest  character  are  all  U>  be  found 
capable  of  acting  upon  the  principles  of 
Dr.  Kentish's  ^csinous  applications ; 
vi/  the  use  of  cotton,  spirits,  T.arreyV 
Batiruu  oialment  and  styrax;  and  even 
Clegbom*s  vinegar  ana  chalk  may  be 
ao  explained. 

Til  pniccedinif  to  d»^(ai1  the  practice 
which  1  have  uuilormly  lound  attended 
vntb  the  most  immediate  and  beneficial 
eAbets,  I  may  observe  that  the  injury  of 
bums  ha<<  been  generally  dividr  I  into 
three  heads:  hrst,  merely  scalding  ot  the 
cutaneous  texture ;  secondly,  attended 
with  s4'paration  of  the  cuticle;  and 
thirdly,  uli n  the  snbstance  of  the  cutis 
\s  either  iniincdiatt-ly  or  subsequently 
dci»troycd,  and  an  eschar  produced; 
and  in  almost  every  author  who  baa  ad- 
vised  the  treatment  of  burns,  a  diiferent 
mode  of  management  has  l»<>  ii  recom- 
mended for  each  extent  ol  injury,  ex- 
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ccptiug  by  Dr.  Kent  sh  himself,  and  it 
is  here  I  perfectly  a^rec  with  tbe  Doc- 
tor; and  tt  is  here  also,  perhaos,  that 
tlir  use  of  the  same  means  in  all  tlx  (Hf- 
fercnt  extents  of  injury,  has  given  the 
appeaianee  of  an  absurdity  to  the  prac- 
tice, and  thrown  it  into  so  much  discre- 
dit as  not  only  to  check  but  even  to  dis- 
card its  ipe,  however  strikingly  bene- 
ficial it  might  have  been  lound  if  only 
tried:  and  whether  or  not  what  I  have 
already  snhnuttcil  shall  be  sufficient  to 
remove  sm*  h  seeming  contradiction,  I 
trust,  at  aii  events,  it  vvill  be  sufficient 
to  procure  for  the  practice  a  fair  trial. 

The  danger  arising  fnom  bums,  whe- 
ther it  is  a  scald  or  torrefactioti  of  the 
part,  eutireiy  depends  upon  tlieir  ex- 
tent, and  also,  in  a  certain  dc^Tce,  upon 
the  constitution  of  the  patient.  If  the 
case  shall  be  that  of  tlje  vvlnde  hddy  l)e- 
ing  immersed  in  merely  boiitn<r  \\  ater, 
and  instantly  extricate<f,  I  think  ii  pos- 
sible for  a  recovery  to  take  place ;  but 
if  its  application  sTiall  exist  for  a  mi- 
nute, I  am  ol"  opinion,  from  >\liat  1 
have  seen,  it  mmi  terminate  speedily  in 
deadi :  but  if  the  immernon  shall  t>e  in 
boiling  oil,  brewers*  copper,  boiling  sca- 
water  (as  in  the  makin<r  of  salt,  Sre.) 
then,  I  apprehend,  however  short  their 
ap]»lieatiott  may  be,  there  is  no  hope 
that  the  poor  stuTerer  can  survive  a  very 
iew  hoo)*s. 

The  iiymptoms  which  take  place  in 
such  cases,  are  an  immediate  shivering, 
or  rather  trembling  and  shaking  of  the 
■w  hnh'  body,  attcTuTed  with  a  sini;nlarlv' 
depressed    and    anxious  countenance; 
oppressed  and  uuick  respiration  ;  a  rapid, 
small,  and  what  many  would  deem  a 
weak  pidse;  excessive  pain  and  an- 
guish— the  wretche<l  snflTcrer  prcsentlnj'j' 
altogether  rather  an  apjiearancc  of  agi- 
tation and  confusion  thaii  stupor  or  ex- 
citement; and  after  eontibiuing  in  this 
state  for  a  very  few  hours,  death  comes 
to  the  relief  of  the  miserable  patient. 
Bui  if  the  application  of  those  IxHling 
fluids  (but  mow  especially  bolHng  wa- 
ter, or  those  nearly  approachinpf  to  it) 
is  under  a  minute,  and  only  oue-third 
of  the  surface  of  the  body  iiyured,  I 
should  be  iucHned  to  give  a  fiwourable 
prognosis;  hnt,  on  the  contrarv,  if  the 
aj»plication  of  the  fi  -  it'  d  hf»dv  )»as  been 
BO  long-  as  that  it  must  uitailihiy  termi- 
nate in  suppui-ation,  then  the  pr«ybabilitv 
of  a  fat^tl  termination  is  much  increasea, 
and  both  the  constitution  of  the  patient 
and  llie  supply  of  cordials  and  nourish- 
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ineut,  musl  aho  lie  takcu  iuto  con»idera> 
tion. 

In  cases  of  torrefactioD,  which,  from 

their  f^xteiit  and  severity,  must  xiQCfs^n- 
illy  eud  iu  death,  the  svmptums  aud 
progfnotis  differ.  Then  is  a  total  «)>. 
lence  of  shiveiia)^  and  shaking-;  die 
pu]-«^  i';  Tiritlit^r  Hf>  r  ipid,  small,  or  aj)- 
pareiitlj  Iceble,  but  rather  hm  more  of 
the  appearance  of  a  real  inflammatory 
action;  there  is  frequently  considerable 
stupor,  coma,  and  torpor ;  and  hrn*  the 
patient  does  not  sink  so  rapidly,  but  his 
existence  is  generally  lengthened  to 
twen^-four  or  tbirty<«ix  hours.  like 
the  cases  of  a  bum  from  liquids,  the 
prognosis  must  he  regulated  hv  tlx^  ex- 
tent and  seventy  of  the  injury,  hut  more 
caution  is  Bcceasary,  as  all  such  aeci- 
dents  must  be  followed  bj  extensive 
suppuration,  and  of  course  tlw^  ctiiiside- 
ration  of  all  cuucomitaut  circumstances 
carefully  kept  in  view.  And  with  re- 
gard to  the  probable  result  of  both  these 
species  of  injuries,  if  the  patient  '^hall 
8ur\ive  the  lir>t  forty-eight  iioui-^,  I  then 
consider  he  has  surmounted  the  dauger 
arising  from  irritation,  Ike  and  his  case 
remains  to  he  considered  as  what  is 
likely  to  follow  from  an  ulcerated  sur- 

WhatsTcr  maj  be  the  oaoae,  extent, 
and  8ererit3r4of  uiebBm,  I  instantly  (if 

f  xisti?i«r  cirettUstancfs  render  it  practi- 
cable; dress  it  with  a  thick^pread 
pledget  of  ung.  resinosum,  having  a 
ereaterorless proportion  of  i-esin  in  it ;  and 
lor  which  puv]K>'<r  Iliave  been  in  the  habit 
of  keeping  iu  the  laboratory  basilieum 
of  three  diiferent  proportions  of  resin. 
The  ointment  is  spread  on  any  kind  of 
stuffmost  convenieTit  Tliis  dressing'  is 
only  allowed  to  remnin  on  i'm  «  l^ljt 
hours,  if  the  burn  iai  severe  or  approach- 
ing to  tonefaction;  but  if  it  is  onlr  to 
the  extent  of  a  scald,  then  I  sJlow  it  to 
remain  twelve  hours :  the  lenpfth  of  time, 
however,  is  regulated  by  the  absence  of 
pain;  for  if  it  returns,  the  application 
should  be  immediately  renewed.  The 
strength  of  the  resinous  ointment  used, 
is  to  be  regulated  by  the  severity  of  the 
injury  :  in  all  cases  of  mere  scalding, 
the  mildest  ointment  will  answer  cvety 
purpose,  but  if  othrnviso,  the  others 
may  be  used  accordingly  ;  and  in  all 
cases  short  of  torrefaction,  it  will  not  ho 
necessary  to  use  the  stronffest.  These 
drr^sint^s  rtre  to  br  rr-radually'  reduced  in 
strength,  according  to  existing  circum> 
stances;  if  the  ir\)ury  is  a  mere  scald. 
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the  strength  of  tlie  ointment  may  be 
weakenen  at  the  third  dressing,  and  bj 
the  third  day  no  farther  dressing  will  be 
necessary* ;  nut  if  the  scalding  has  been 
fallowed  with  peelinj^  of  the  cuticle, 
then  the  resinons  dressng  most  be  gra- 
dually rednoed,  eren  below-  the  third 
proportion  of  resin,  by  mixin»»  it  with 
laru,  or  simple  cerate,  when  a  cure  will 
be  effected  in  a  few  days,  without  pain, 
cicatrix,  or  much  discolofation ;  but  if 
the  cure  is  improprrly  rnndnrfed,  or, 
what  is  extremely  common  in  the  ^^ene- 
ral  practice  of  treating  bums  however 
dignt,  ulceration  will  take  place,  ao» 
companied  with  some  sloughy,  elevat- 
ed, and  refleeted  odt^es,  and  trreat  ]»ain, 
uneasiness,  and  irritation.  In  \Oiatcver 
circumstances  of  bums  these  svmptome 
take  place,  they  cannot  be  made  to  heal 
until  thcr  are  brought  to  the  sivti*^  of  a 
clean  healthr  ulcer;  and  for  Utiii  purpose 
nothing  will  suceeed  but  mild  digestive 
resinous  ointments,always,  however,  tak- 
ing the  ^rrntf'vt  rnrr  fhnt  fliese  applica- 
tions shall  bi-  only  applied  to  those  parts  of 
the  ulceration  which  have  the  appear- 
ances now  described,  and  they  must  be 
no  longer  continued  of  the  same  strcnofth 
after  these  symptoms  have  ceased  to  ex- 
ist i  nay,  indeed,  the  strength  of  these 
digiesttve  apulicationMhouldbe  as  nearly 
profiorlionea  as  pocsible  to  the  extent  oif 
the»e  appenraiiccs;  for  if  thr  chanpr  in 
the  ulcer  is  attempted  to  be  produced  too 
rapidly,  or  if  theatren^tii  of  dm  dicsa* 
in|f  is  eonttnued  too  Ions-,  then  die 
o-p  ;if('st  naiii  and  irritation  follows;  and 
although  these  symptoms  may  be  re- 
lieved by  change  of  aressiugs  and  poul- 
tices,  still  a  stim^  tendency  to  fungous 
aud  luxuriant  granulation  follows,  form- 
ing one  of  tlie  most  onnimon  aud  trou- 
i>Iesome  attendants  ol  burns.  It  fre- 
quently happens,  too,  that  these  appear- 
ances in  ulcerated  bums  occur  more  in 
one  place  than  in  another:  the  dres^sinmi 
must  then  be  managed  accordingly,  for 
from  the  improper  applleatiflii  at  ooe 
part,  the  whole  ulcer  will  be  thrown  into 
■K  state  of  irritation,  the  unpleasant 
symptoms  reproduced,  and  tne  cure 
very  seriously  retarded. 

If  the  ap])lication  of  the  heated  bodj 
should  be  follow  f  d  hvM'sirnfintis.  T  iirvrr 
open  them,  but  at  the  end  ot  three  or 
four  days,  when  every  unpleasant  i>ymp> 
torn  has  terminated,  and  tne  parts  undeiw 
neath  may  be  supposed  to  have  nearly 
regained  their  nriginal  state,  I  slightly 
puncture  tliem  with  a  needle,  and  repeat 
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ilir  puncturinpf  every  day,  so  as  gra 
liu.illy  to  discharge  the  whole  of  the 
fluid,  when  the  surface  underneath  will 
be  found  perfectly  whole. 

It  must  now  bo  obscrv  eil,  that  how- 
ever sinsfularl;^  bcueticial  resinous  dress- 
ings may  be  m  tbe  treatment  of  bttnii, 
stili  their  application  in  the  most  severe, 
evtfMisivr,  aTul  of  course  most  dancfcrous 
CAs^f  cauuot  be  obtained ;  but  in  such 
sitnations,  tbe  moat  speed  j  and  eifectual 
way  is  to  put  the  whole  body,  or  the 
>vh(»le  of  the  parts  injured,  in((»  n  warm 
batb,  or  to  keep  it  moistened  wiib  cloths 
dipped  constandyin  warn  water,  which 
will  be  required  to  be  beated  at  least 
from  lOi'i^  to  1  If)'^,  until  prnjir  r  d r.-';,siii«'S 
can  ho  j»r(»cureci;  and  lor  das  jMirpose  a 
resinous  dressing*  may  be  readily  ob- 
tained by  melting  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  oil,  resin,  and  tallow  orlanl  together 
into  an^  convenient  vessel,  when  the 
wboleiniured  parts  may  be  easily  smeared 
orer  witn  it,  by  using  a  boncb  or  ftatbers, 
and  tbis  renewed  as  often  as  tbe  {nin 
■stuns,  by  wliicii  means  the  dansrer  df 
iounediate  deatli  may  be  avoided ,  the 
ndsenr  of  the  poor  patient  modi  miti. 
gntaOy  and  pcrnaps  nis  life  preser\  ed, 
morp  especially  it  tbe  iTijurv  i<  Tuerely 
scalding ;  but  even  although  the  bum  is 
of  anatore  that  allowalittleorno  hope  of 
saving  the  life  of  tbe  fMUtent,  stiU  mneb 
is  yarned  if  we  or^ri  plne*^  hhn  in  compa- 
rative ease  and  diminished  miiier^';  nay, 
if  by  such  means  we  can  keep  him  alive 
for  24  or  48  hours,  it  is  ohvieua  we  give 
bim  the  only  chance  of  final  recovcn'. 

The  opinions  fonned  of  the  effects 
produced  uputi  the  system  in  general, 
and  tbe  mode  of  treaiment,  are  neatly 
as  discordant  as  the  local  practice,  dm 
antiphlogisfie  plan  heint^f  stronirlv  re- 
commeudcd  by  some,  while  tli<  stunu- 
ktintr  and  strengtbening' is  equally  en> 
fincM  by  othera^  The  s^-mptoms  of 
rigors,  convnlMons,  rapid  breatfiinc;",  and 
frequent  pulse,  being  ascribed  to  the 
cartravasatkm  of  fluid  on  the  ch^t  flnoni 
synpatbj  widi  the  aurlace;  while  the 

stttjuir.  rmim.  'vr.  nn*  n'seriheil  to  its  ef- 
tect  upon  th«  In^iiii  i  ajjjirehend,  how- 
ever, it  is  i|uitf  superfluous  to  call  in 
any  otber  aid  to  account  for  the  pheno- 
mena now  mcnticHied,  ])ut  the  excite- 
nient  jiroduecd  in  thr  fmnn  and  nervous 
system  from  the  paiii  aud  irritation  pro* 
mioed  by  tbe  burn.  Still  tbe  efmots 
of  mere  scald in|p,  and  those  of  severe 
eases  of  torrefartion.  arc  widely  different ; 
Cor  it  is  oaly  in  the  last  instance,  that 
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stupor  and  eonia  occur,  the  symptoms 
of  convulsions  and  rij^ur  arc  wanting, 
while  the  pnlse  is  not  so  rapid,  and  has  a 
fuller  throD,  which,  with  the othersj'mp- 
tonis  of  torpor,  are  to  be  a^erihed  to  the 
near  destruction  of  life  by  the  extensive 
destruction  of  parts,  together  with  the 
effects  of  e.v|i()siire  to  smofce  and  flamcr 
In  treating,''  tin  se  two  species  of  burns 
consiilutionaiiy,  wherever  the  iiyury 
was  a  more  or  less  extensive  scalding,, 
without  including-  neady  the  whole  of 
tbe  body,  I  never  hesitated  to  bleed  to  an 
extent  proportioned  to  the  injury  and 
the  symptoms  produced,  which,  together 
with  a  lai^e  aose  of  laudanum,  and  tbe 
application  of  the  re>i(ion<5  ointment, 
g-ave  instant  relief  f  rom  all  the  syni])tonis, 
aud  the  patient  steadily  recovered,  with- 
out  any  sloughing^  or  ulceration;  but 
where  tbe  iinniersioii  of  the  body  was 
complete,  and  of  s<»n>e  continuance,  of 
which  I  bav  e  seen  two  or  three  instances 
ooeurring  in  sea-water,  they  proved 
in  a  ver>-  few  hours.    These  cases  ba|i* 
pened  before  I  employed  my  ]»resent 

Sractice;  it  is,  howevCT,  very  probable 
^at  tbej  woidd  bave  baid^  tlw  same  ter- 
mination,  both  from  tbeir  extent  and 
the  difiiculty  of  procuring  t??'"  n»'<'f^'vfirv 
applications.  I  had  no  iiesilaliou  in 
using  the  lancet  freely  in  the  cas^  of 
scalding,  because  it  was  evident  no  real 
debility  could  eM'»^t.  mid  ^nch  a  means 
v%a»  also  affording  tiie  only  chance  of 
removing  the  excitement,  and  relieving 
tbe  oppressed  breathing,  whether  tbia 
was  owing-,  eitb«'r  to  the  action  of  the 
benrt  not  heiuLT  '^blf  to  overcome  the 
accuuiulaiiou  ol  blood  in  the  cbest  from 
tbe  spasm,  or  want  of  regular  action  in^ 
the  vessels  of  the  surface— a  direct  want 
of  action  in  tbe  h^  nrt  itself,  or  even  air 
extravasation  of  thud  in  the  chest.  In- 
the  cases  of  extensive  boms  from  0amtng 
bodies,  I  bate  never  used  tbe  lanoet  or 
opiates,  because  there  was  no  excite- 
ment to  subdue,  but  trusted  to  leeches' 
and  other  local  applications,  with  laxa- 
tives, to  relieve  the  stupor  and  coma, 
and  to  tlie  means  for  supporting  the 
strength  of  the  general  habit,  looking 
forward  to  an  exteiLnive  suppuration. 

I  have  now  brought  to  a  conclusion 
the  observations  which  at  present  T  think 
necessary,  in  order  to  recommend  the 
treatment  proposed  for  bums;  but  be- 
Ibre  dosing  wis  letter,  peiluipB  it  may 
not  be  oonsideNdoDt  of  place  to  observe, 
that  in  ronseqnenre  ftf*  th*»  vprv  fr*'f]uprtt 
loss  of  life  which  occiui*  from  tfie  fires 
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in  Ix)ndon,  it  has  appeared  to  m'^,  tliat 
by  having^  a  very  stout  blanket,  at  least 
twelve  feet  sauare,  lield  upon  the  stretch 
bj  ten  or  twelve  itoiit  men,  immediately 
under  Uie  windows  or  other  ))lacts 
whence  the  individuals  may  escape,  they 
would  not  iiesitate  to  take  this  ch&uce 
of  saTing  their  limbs  and  Urea. 

I  am,  sir. 
Your  most  obedient, 

Thomas  Brown. 

UuMlcbvrfh.  July  26.  1838. 


HEPLT  TO  THBEE  QUERIES  RE. 
SPECTIMG  CHOLERA. 

To  the  Ediimr     tht  Medieml  Guzttig, 


The  pericul  which  elapsed  between  its 
exbil)itii)ti  and  the  manifestation  of  its 
eHcct«i,  generally  varied  from  twelve  to 
sixty  hours. 

I'he  dose  (if  adniinistered  m  ibe  form 
of  calomel)  sliuuld  vary  from  ten  to 
thirty  |p-aius,  to  be  repeated  (at  such  in- 
lerrals  as  the  eirettmataiieea  of  the  case 
may  dictate)  tiH  tbe  requisite  effect  ia 
prod  nerd. 

This  efFect  is  the  resti>ration  of  the 
paralysed  organic  functions  of  absorp- 
tion  and  secretion. 

I  faave  tbe  honour  to  remain,  sir* 
Your  obedient  sen' ant, 

T.  Ross  Jameson,  M.D. 

BMtemAQ'ii  Baildlnn,  Sobo.^u«rc. 
*    m  Jaly,  1818. 


Sir, 

Permit  mc  to  make  tlie  following  ob- 
servations in  answer  to  the  queries  pro- 
posed in  a  late  number  of  your  GazeMe*, 
resfarding-  (In*  ^ymptoma  and  treatment 

ofAsiatic  ebokra. 

First.  In  the  course  of  a  prettv  ex- 
tensive practice  during^  tbe  jear  l832, 
principally  in  tbe  counties  of  Koss,  Mid- 
iMtlilan,  and  Dumfries,  I  invnriahlif  re- 
uiurkcd  tbe  movements  aflcr  death  al- 
luded to  by  your  coirespondent  These 
movements  were  not,  however,  confuicd 
to  the  limbs,  but  were  frequently  ob- 
served in  the  muscles  of  tlie  back  and 
abdomen,  especially  the  former.  They 
commenced  generally  about  a  quarterof 
an  hour  after  d(  atb,  and  continued  from 
tell  to  thirty  minutes,  being  always 
iiiorc  violent,  and  of  longer  duration,  in 
those  cases  in  which  the  fatal  termina- 
tion  had  occurred  during  collapse  than 
in  a!iy  other.  In  siidi  instances  the 
body,  from  being  uf  an  icy  culdiiess, 
became  about  a  ouaiter  of  an  hour  after 
death  considerably  warmer^  and  the  tcm. 

1)en»fure  continued  to  ri-^e  f(>r  some  time. 
It  was  during  this  period  that  those 
movements  were  observed. 

Secondly.  I  have  never  seen  "  oily 
deji-ciion>,"  in  any  sla^e  of  the  disease. 

Thirdly.  Mercury,  if  administered 
durinif  collapsf,  produced  no  visible  ef- 
foet,  in  vt  hatever  dose  it  might  be  pre- 
scrllx'd  ;  but  if  gi^en  at  tbe  ccminience- 
uti  lit  of  re-acti(»n,  it  both  hastened  the 
eiU  cts  f)f  other  remedies,  and  acted  di- 
n-c  t  ly ,  b  >  i iiereasing,  or  rather  restoring, 
all  tbr  accretions. 


DEFENCE  OF  EDINBl  Rfill  (iRA- 
DUATES  AS  CANDIDATEiS  FOR 
GENERAL  PRACTICE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medwai  (jaxeite. 
Sir, 

In  a  communication  signed,  "  Conser- 
vator,"  certain  tCafcmenta  are  made  re. 

spectmg  tbe  number  of  Scotch  gradu- 
ates  that  have  been  rejected  by  the 
Society  of  Apothecaries,  which,  altl]ou(*-h 
startling,  are  most  probably  correct,— as 
from  the  serious  manner  in  which  tbe 
conscteticiouxuessy  and  so  forth,  of  tbe 
apothecaries  Is  descanted  upon.  Con- 
servator seems  to  have  special  acquaiu- 
Unce  with  tbe  worthy  gentlemen  of  diat 
body.  A  medical  man,  like  myself,  who 
has  received  his  eduratinn  at  E<lin. 
burgh,  and  been  examined  by  the  tnbu> 
nak  there,  cannot  veiy  comfortably 
swallow  a  statement  in  which  one-third 
of  tbe  Scottish  graduates  are  declared  to 
be  unlit  to  practise  their  profession ;  or, 
as  Conservator  states  it,  to  practise  as 
apotbtiariea,"  wbicb  (by.tbe.by)  may 
probably  mean  something  else. 

Sup}M)sing  tlic  statement  true,  it  un- 
doubtedly leads  to  inferences  as  tu  the 
mode  and  spirit  examinations  are  qpq* 
ducted  in  at  Apothecaries*  Hall,  wlucfc 
support  tbosi'  rumours  of  uufii\rt)r<.% 
which  is  said  to  be  evinced  by  the  apu- 
tbeeariea  towarda  Scolcb  diplomatnta. 
Is  it  possible  that  men  of  sucn  upright- 
ness  as  Conservator  states  tbem  to  b<-,  are 
mure  anxious  to  puzzle  such  individinUs 
than  to  ascertain  tbe  amount  of  tltcir 
knowledge?  These  grMluatca  tbat  are 
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ftclmiUed  on  trial  must  be  those  pur- 
{Htscly  educated  in  England  for  apothe> 
caries,  srrvinjf  a  five  years*  appren- 
Uceslii]),  and  by  i>tudiring  two  sessions 
aft  Edinburgh  or  elsewaere,  might  bare 
taken  out  the  apothecaries*  certificate; 
but  by  stud^'ing  tbnr  sessions,  and  taking;' 
the  degree  of  M.D.  it  appears,  hv  Con- 
jeeirator'ft  shewing,  they  are  still  more 
unfit  to  practise  m  apothecaries^  as  in 
the  liitrr  case  one  in  tnree  arc  rejeeted, 
while  lu  ihe  former  only  one  in  seven. 
Inference  the  first  that  flows  from  this 
(and  note  it,  Dr.  Hawkins,  for  the  next 
edition  of  your  ElcMocnts  of  Medical  Sta- 
tistics) is,tfmt  the  shorterthostudenl'saca- 
demic  study,  the  luure  likely  to  pass  the 
•apothecary examiners;  and inftrencethe 
second  is,  that  Dr.  John  Thomson, 
Christison,  Alison,  and  Monro,  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  Drs.  Thomas  Tiionison, 
Jenraj,  Boms,  and  Badham,  of  Glas- 
gow, must  be  men  of  small  pereeptions, 
utterly  unqualified  to  act  as  examiners, 
or,  at  least,  less  so  than  the  wonbipAil 
examiners  of  the  Hall. 

With  reg-ard  to  examinations  at  Edin< 
burgh,  (and  f>f  the  other  miivorsities  I 
know  nothing)  I  would  merely  s  rninrk 
that  Conservator,  and  his  lrlenil^,  ilie 
Apothecary  Examiners,  know  nothing 
about  thetn,  and  that  they  are  such  as  few 
of  tho^e  ^rentlenlen,  from  their  education, 
would  be  euubkd  to  pa^is  through.  >io 
findiTidual  can  get  orer  his  examinations 
there  in  the  easy  manner  Conservator 
insinuates  ;  at  least  they  conbl  ^^<}t  do  so 
fifteen  yevrs  ago,  and  1  know  not  that 
therearepeatertacilitSesnow.  Itisqdte 
impossible  for  a  careless  or  nninfonned 
studerjt  tn  procMre  a  degree,  as  the  can- 
didate undergoes  several  examinalimis, 
both  private  and  public.  The  insinua- 
tioos  of  Conserrator  as  to  the  inferiority 
of  those  graduates  ^y\\i>  choose  to  prac- 
tise as  g"eneral  ]ii ;ut itioners,  are  con- 
ceived in  a  bad  spirit,  aud.evince  a  rau> 
corons  soreness  somewhere.  A  gfradoate 
of  23  or  25  years  of  age,  acts  wisely  in 
practising:  tr'^ner.illy  wr  ten  or  tuflve 
years,  and  will  be  an  experienced  uhy- 
sieian  at  36  or  40.  No  donht  die  Apo. 
*thecaries*  Society  do  not  like  such  indi. 
viduals  to  (b»  sn ;  indeed,  it  is  tlieir  in- 
terest to  reject  graduates,  as  it  may  pre- 
vent men  who  have  received  a  first-rate 
medical  edueatiim  from  opposing^  the 
^  apothecary  examiners  in  general  prac- 
tice. 

An  EuiNstRCH  M.  D. 


»TK'liS  OV  BOOKS.  6i6 
ANALYSES  ano  NOTICESof  BOOKS. 


**  L'AuUur  se  tuc  k  sUoMvr  ce  que  le  iecteur  »e 

The  Physiologu  of  the  Organ  of  Hear- 
ing ^  deduced  from  its  Anatomy  as  it 
exists  in  Many  and  from  Comfmratir>e 
Anatomy  i  together  with  its  Patho- 
lorjy^  andtk0Tr€sUwt€nttffth§IntU' 
ries  and  Diseases  to  which  it  i$  liable. 
By  Charles  Caswall,  Member  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  6cc. 

In  this  new  contribution  to  the  physio- 
logy and  pathology  of  one  oi  the  most 
predons  or  our  organs,  the  author  pro- 
ceeds after  a  simple  and  clear  method. 
He  gives  in  the  first  place  a  description 
of  Uie  human  ear,  as  it  is  in  tlie 
adult;  after  which  he  gives  aa  aecmmt 
of  the  same  organ  as  it  is  found  in 
brutes;  witli  a  comparative  view  of  the 
differences  iu  each  genus.  The  physio- 
log^'  of  the  ear  then  engages  the  author; 
aro,  referring  to  the  facts  deduced  from 
comparative  anatomy|  be  points  out 
^vhy,  in  some  of  tlie  mferior  classes  of 
animal?*,  that  part  is  so  peculiarly  en- 
dowed both  iu  structure  and  functicm. 
In  the  palholo«jfical  division  of  bis  sub- 
ject he  notices  the  cfiects  of  nialfomin- 
tioHj  accident,  or  disease;  and  iu  con- 
dttsion,  be  attempts  to  shew  what  mea- 
sore  of  relief  can  be  afforded  in  such 
cases,  and  tb«-  remedies  to  be  employed 
for  such  a4»urpoi>e. 

As^  a  specimen  of  the  auihov's  mode  of 
treating  some  of  the  mdhe  interestinir 
questions  wliirb  he  takes  up,  we  shall 
extract  hii»  remarks  on  thejutwttons  of 
the  tympanum. 

**  The  mcmbrana  tympani  exists  in  all 
wann-blooded  animals.  All  that  want 
the  tympanum  have  no  membrnne,  ntul 
in  some  reptiles  that  have  a  tympanum 
the  membrane  is  wanting.  'As  it  has 
been  found  to  exist  in  man  and  the 
mammalia,  so  has  it  been  described  ; 
and  its  use  will  form  the  subject  for  ex- 
amination. Separately,  distinct  from 
the  tymiMUimii,  what  lias  been  the  use 
generally  assi^ied  it  I  cannot  state 
(after  much  luvestij^atiun)  tha^  inde- 
pendently of  the  cavity  of  which  it  forms 
a  part,  any  definite  organic  use  can  bo 
assigned  to  it.  lu  1799  Sir  Everard 
Home  delivered  a  lecture  on  this  subject 
to  the  R<»val  Society  of  Loudon,  which 
was  published  in  the  Philoeophicnl 
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Tnamieldm  of  that  Soeietj  for  tbe 
1800.    From  these  obMrtatioiii,  MNne- 

%vhat  like  the  following"  conclusions 
were  deduced: — That  as  he  JSir  Eve- 
rard)  bad  decidedly  and  diatmctly  de- 
monstrated the  existence  of  muscular 
fibrrs  '  ti  the  inembrima  tynipani,  so  did 
lie  conceive  the  membrane  to  have  the 
power  in  itself*  independently  of  other 
parts,  of  modulating  sounds  lor  the  ac- 
ceptation of  till-  auditory  nerv  e ;  in  the 
same  manner  as  t!ie  iris  is  expanded  or 
con  ractcd  for  the  admission  of  a&psater 
or  lesser  number  of  rays  of  lifibt,  ac- 
cording*  to  their  strength  or  weakness. 

"  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  howcTcr,  in  a 
letter  to  Sir  ilverard  Home  (which  is 

K bibbed  in  tbe  same  volume  of  tbe 
lilosopbical  Tr.  nsactions  as  Sir  Eve* 
rard's  leeturc),  objects  to  the  ronrlusions 
which  the  latter  had  founded  ou  his  ob- 
servations; and  two  instances  are  ad- 
duced by  Sir  A.  Cooper,  prorinfif  that 
Sir  Everard's  mnrluHinn^  were  falla- 
cious :  for  in  the  Ut^t  of  these  two  cases, 
the  membrane  of  one  ear  was  destroyed 
completely,  and  only  a  Iragpment  re- 
mained of  it  hi  tlje  otlier ;  yot  after  the 
lapse  of  a  very  sliort  time,  great  motion 
of  the  auricle  became  exerted,  and  the 
voung  gentleman  (a  pupil  of  Sir  Asl- 
ley's),  mm  wbcoe  case  tMw  statements 
were  m«dc,  could  hear  with  as  mneh 
ease,  and  quite  as  well,  as  when  the 
membranes  were  entire.  I  infer  from 
Sir  Astley  Cooper's  remarks,  recorded 
iti  the  letter  just  alhided  to,  that  when 
the  membrane  and  only  a  part  of  the 
ossicula  arc  destiuyed,  a  diminution 
only  of  the  power  of  the  organ  takes 
place;  \»hereas  if  the  stapes  is  also  re- 
moved from  the  fenestra  ovalis,  perfect 
and  complete  deafness  generally  ensues. 
The  obserradons  of  both  parties  are 
most  interesting.  I  may  pronounce, 
Uien,  that  an  organic  use,  independently 
of  other  parts,  ought  not  to  be  ascribei^ 
to  the  membrana  tympani;  and  in  its 
leotated  and  unconnected  state,  the  only 
use  I  can  imagine  it  to  c  lnim  is.  that  of 
preventing  foreign  bodies  gaining  ac- 
cess to  the  cavity.** 

In  a  subsequent  page  tbe  subject  is 
resumed,  where,  in  treating  of  themce, 
the  auth«»r  asks 

*'  If  the  tympanum  is  destroyed,  can 
arttcttlate  sounds,  or  vocal  modulations, 
be  distinguished  ?  No ;  unless  an 
acoiiHtic  apparntn«i  be  employed,  and 
then  hut  inaccurately.  When  a  part  of 
the  tympanum  is  destroyed^what  hap- 


peaiP  loeonKBp'toSirABtiexCoopct^ 

obiefTstions,  ^hwh  I  bare  stated  (or  ra. 
tbcr  conclnsTons  dmwn  frrnn  his  .state-^ 
ments,  and  which  1  consider  to  be  con- 
reot),  the  anrfde  in  soma  wiafaiwsa 
becomes  conftrmed  to  an  BPusnal  pm-^ 
yine<*,  and  remedies  in  some  measore  the 
sustained  loss.  But  are  any  other 
sotnids  heard  when  the  tyropannni  is 
wanting?  Yes,  iMidoobledlr ;  aaid 
fishrs,  which  have  iio  tyinprinnTn.  arr 
well  known  to  be  cnjoble  of  bearing 
sounds:  they  are  atiracted  near  to  the 
spot  whence  music  arises  in  snch  nnm- 
bers,  that  in  some  parts  of  the  globe  it 
is  used  ns  a  charm  to  entrap  and  take 
them.  Perhaps  it  wiU  be  said  that  the 
tympannm  is  essentia}  Ibr  hearaigr  other 
soands  than  those  which  proce^  frsns 
the  voice,  particularly  tho«p  that  are 
soft  and  delicate ;  anii  musical  sounds 
may  be  instanced.  We  must  rememb<^ 
that  mnsieal  notes  are  brought  to 
bear  as  nearly  n-^  pas>ihle  to  those  of 
the  human  vocal  iur^trnment ;  and  the 

Srealest  ucrfectiou  to  which  it  has  beea 
esired  tnat  musical  iiistrumeuts  should 
attain  is,  tlie  resemblance  of  notes  is> 
sued  from  the  human  vocal  organ. 
Souud.s,  therefore,  re$emMing  those  |»n»>- 
dnced  bj  die  voice  of  the  human  berngv 
can  as  reiriily  be  received  by  the  humaa 
tympnnnrr!,  as  if  proceeding  from  thn 
vocal  organ  itself.** 

The  aiigninent  u  then  full  j  iilustrated 
bj  iaets  respecting  the  struetnrs  of  the 
tympr^num  in  animals  :  nnd  ^ve  fmd  the 
author,  finally,  discussing  the  opinion 
of  Sir  Evcrard  Home  touching  tbo 
function  of  the  organ,  in  the  Ibllovriii^ 
terms : — 

"  Sir  Evcrard  Home  appears  to  me  to 
have  ^iven  to  the  membrana  tympani  a 
eapaaty  with  whidi,  in  the  first  place, 
it  haa  nothing  at  all  to  do ;  and  again, 

supp'»«:iTis"  its  importance  to  be  great,  it 
is  not  so  great  as  he  believes  it  to  ne. 
These,  however,  are  only  my  opimensi 
hut  I  oiler  them  as  freely  as  Sir  Sre* 
rard  appears  to  have  offered  bis,  nt  tb« 
same  time  with  all  due  deference  and 
respect  to  those  he  has  advanced.  In 
the  978th  page  of  the  third  volume  «f 
his  Lectures  on  Com]);irntTTe  Anatomy, 
puhlished  in  the  year  1828,  the  follow- 
ing observations  are  recorded  :— *  The 
cochlea  has  been  conaidcmd  by  physio- 
logists as  one  of  the  most  intricate  an^^. 
curious  parts  of  the  ear,  and  on  that  ac- 
count had  a  most  important  ottiee  as- 
signed to  It,  This  is  now,  howevevi  In 
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be  transferred  to  the  inembrana  tym- 
pani ;  and  upon  attentive  consideration 
I  of  the  subject,  it  will  appear  impossible 

'  for  the  cochlea  to  be  of  any  use  in  mo- 

dulating sound,  since  the  ear  is  only  in- 
tended to  convey  impressions  received 
from  external  bodies ;  hence  no  impres- 
sion can  be  communicated  to  the  coch- 
lea which  has  not  been  transmitted  by 
the  menibrana  tympani." 

It  is  evident,  from  the  foreg^oing* 
quotntion,  that  something  more  than  the 
modulation  of  the  power  or  force  of 
sound,  is  alluded  to;  and  that  the  capa- 
city, or  office,  with  which  I  conceive 
the  membrana  tympani  has  nothing  at 
all  to  do,  is  in  the  modulation  of  sounds; 
nor  do  I  believe  the  cochlea  to  have  any 

Eart  in  such  a  capacity;  neither, in  fact, 
as  any  other  portion  of  the  organ  such 
a  province  allotted  to  iL    Sounds  are 
f  not  modulated  in  any  part  of  the  organ. 

We  will,  just  for  the  sake  of  comment, 
divide  the  five  octaves  of  the  voice  into 
two  parts,  each  possessing  two  octaves 
and  a  half;  one  part  is  an  acute,  the 
other  part  a  g^vc  scale.  Now  it  is 
necessary  for  the  acceptation  of  the 
lowest  degree  in  the  grave  scale  (rea- 
L  soniug  from  analogy),  that  the  mem- 

brana tympani  should  be  concave  exter- 
nally and  convex  internally,  the  mem- 
brane remaining,  comparatively ^  in  a 
relaxed  state.  Uut  as  the  notes  approach 
towards  the  acute  scale,  the  muscles 
graduate  the  tension  of  the  membrane ; 
and  again,  as  they  approach  still  nearer, 
and  pa.sK,  as  it  were,  the  median  line, 
the  muscle  of  the  membrane  itself  be- 
comes more  and  more  active  ;  and  at  the 
extreme  point  of  the  acute  scale  the  mem- 
brane is  made  i>erfectly  tense.  Now 
tliese  notes  emanate  from  the  vuice,  as 
they  do  from  any  other  stringed  instru- 
ment, in  acute  and  grave  sounds ;  they 
are  not  made  acute  and  grave  by  the 
car;  the  tympanum  is  regulated  by  the 
notes,  and  not  the  notes  uy  the  tympa- 
num. The  membrane  is  bn»ught  to  au 
adaptation  for  the  reception  (»f  the  notes ; 
first,  by  the  muscles  of  the  osaicula ; 
and  secondly,  as  the  notes  advance  to 
the  extreme  point  of  the  acute  scale,  the 
muscle  of  the  memhrauc  becomes  more 
and  more  exerted.  How  then  does  the 
^  membrane  ni<Hlulate  souitd  i'    Tlie  plea- 

sures resultuig  from  sounds  of  concor- 
dant notes  are  produced  by  the  senso- 
riuni :  delight  is  not  experienced  in  the 
ear;  the  ear  transmits  discordant  notes 
M  well  as  those  tliat  are  perfect,  and 


the  sensoriuni  perceives  it;— how  then 
can  the  membrana  tympani  modulate 
sound  ?  It  is  not  because  the  membrana 
tympani  is  unaccustomed  to  perfect  har- 
mony, that  discordant  notes  are  per- 
ceived by  the  sensorium,  but  the  con- 
trary ;  for  as  the  sensorium  from  constant 
practice  becomes  more  and  more  ac- 
quainted with  the  variety  of  sound  and 
tone,  so  (as  its  perfection  advances)  are 
discordant  notes  more  easily  detected. 
Hence,  then,  the  sounds  are  not  modu- 
lated by  the  membrane  of  the  tympa- 
num ;  tiiey  proceed  from  the  instrument 
that  produces  them  to  tlie  sensorium; 
and,  acconlinf^  to  their  tone,  are  certain 

Sarts  called  into  action,  as  their  con- 
uctor  thither.  Why  should  Paganiui's 
performance  on  the  violin  be  so  superior 
in  producing  perfect  harmony,  if  the 
membrana  tympani  mod ulatetf  sounds.'* 
Why  could  not  I,  who  am  incapable  of 
producinpc  scarcely  a  note,  produce  the 
same  delightful  sensations  as  Paganini, 
if  the  membrane  of  tlie  tympanum 
could  modulate  sound  ?  It  does  not  do 
so  ;  and  if  more  be  required  to  explain 
that  it  does  not,  the  case  recorded  by  Sir 
Astlcy  Cooper,  before  alluded  to  (and 
many  similar  could  be  advanced),  is  suf- 
ficient." 

The  pathological  portion  of  the  work 
is  concise ;  and  that  relating  to  tlie 
treatment  of  the  injuries  and  diseases  of 
the  ear  is,  we  tliink,  as  brief  as  it  is 
judicious.  In  his  practical  observ  ations 
we  could  certainly  have  wished  the 
author  to  be  more  co])ious,  did  we  not 
fully  agree  with  him  in  the  hopelessness 
of  benefit  to  be  derived  from  routine 
practice  in  treating  so  intricate,  myste- 
rious, and  very  delicate  an  organ.  Give 
a  watchmaker  a  watch  to  repair,  but 
tell  him  that  he  must  not  take  the 
machinery  to  pieces,  nor  have  more 
than  a  superficial  glance  at  its  outward 
coustnictiou,  and  see  what  answer  he 
will  make. 

A  Manual  of  Experiments  illttstrative 
of  Chemical  A'ciewre,  tystematically 
arranged.  By  John  Murray,  F.S.A. 
&c.  Acc. 

The  fact  of  the  present  bein^  tlie  tliird 
editi(m  of  this  little  manual,  is  a  strong 
testimony  in  its  fa\our;  in  addition  to 
which,  we  can  testify,  from  au  examina- 
tion (if  its  contents,  that  both  for  matter 
and  arrangement,  it  is  a  highly  reconi- 
lucudablc  treatise  for  jiuiior  students, 
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aii'l  yrninpf  people  in  j^eiicraJ.  It  cou- 
taius  a  gi-eat  variety  or  usefuJ  and  prac- 
tical inrormaiion  for  the  successful  pur- 
suit of  clu'Tiiical  study.  That  the  author 
ha^  had  iu  view  its  adaptation  to  the 
purpunes  of  a  school-book,  ue  infer  from 
iia  pdiig  dedicated  to  JDr.  Bader,  of 
Shiewabiirj. 

O&ftfTMftoiu  on  the  Illusions  of  tke 

Ju-^mtr^  rrrtff  the  Medico  -  lefjnl 
Question  of  their  Confinement.  Trans, 
latcd  from  the  Frendief  If.  EeammoL, 
hy  WlLLUM  LtDDBLL,  M.R.C.8. 

Wi  gm  some  inteicstnff  extraete  laid j 

4rom  the  observations  of  M.  Eiquiiol^  m 

•which  small  volume  before  us  IS  a 
full  traii&iatiou.  Mr.  Liddell  has  exe. 
eoled  lib  taak  carefully  and  cleverly ; 
and  we  observe  that  nc  has  added  a 
number  of  notes  illustrative  of  the  oriufi- 
nal,  and  suiting  it  more  immediately 
to  the  use  of  English  practitioners. 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

«  LIcvt  oflmlbM,  nott  cttem  «lhl»  dlgntlaltB 

Jtrtis  Medicm  tuerl ;  pote»tu  okmIo  renlcndl  la 
publicum  lit,  dlccadi  perlcalam  non  recaio.'* 

Cioaao. 

UNIVERSITIES,  OLD  AND  NEW» 
MEDICAL  DEGREES. 

The  pnyeet  of  coDfiding  to  a  wfonned 
College  of  Phyaidaiit  tbe  power  of 
oonferring  medioal  degrees  in  London, 
IS  looited  upon,  we  are  glad  to 
perceive,  with  approbation  by  all 
those  whose  approbation  is  at  all  worth 
possessing.  But  like  most  other  feast, 
ble,  though  novel  projects,  it  has  to  g-o 
through  its  several  onleals,  and  to  li<^ 
scrutinized  censured  by  many  who 
have  strong  prejudires  ag'ainst  the 
slii^hlest  innovation,  and  who  are  jiarli- 
cularly  hostile  to  any  chanj^c  in  the 
privile;res  and  practices  of  our  old  esta- 
hlishmcuts.  It  is  asked  by  some,  how 
it  can  he  reconciled,  that  the  power 
of  giving  (K  gTces^ionld  be  reeled  else- 
where tbau  in  a  university  ? 


Now,  in  whatever  observations  we 
may  feel  called  upon  to  make  relative  to 
this  subject,  we  would  have  it  cleanj 
understood,  that  we  are  not,  in  the  IM* 
remote  degree,  advocates  for  the  CBIisfl^ 
meut  of  an/  of  the  doe  aad  lawM 
powen  belonging  to  owr  aaeicni  and 
and  venerable  miirenitiea.     In  main- 
taining that  there  ovght  to  be,  in  the 
metropolis  of  England,  a  body  pvopei^ 
qualified  Ibr  conieiiing  the  saoetioii  le- 
qniaUe  for  entering  on  the  lioiiourable 
eancr  of  a  physician,  we,  in  the  fint 
MM**»y»*^  look  to  the  wants  of  the  eommU' 
ni^,and  we  presend/find  that  the  mode 
suggested  for  supplying  those  wants, 
would  also  be  eminently  conducive  to 
the  better  ordering  of  the  profes>ion. 
We  an,nic  that  it  is  fitting'-  to  have  esta- 
blished here  n  ^owmin^  body,   vv  iiich, 
we  arc  convinced,  could  more  rv*a.soua- 
bly  than  either  Ozfinrd  off  Cambncf^y  in 
their  present  condition,  conier  on  (lioae 
whom  it  would  judge  deserving,  and  of 
whose  merits  it  would  haTe  ample  op- 
pevtnmty  to  judge—thatsanction  which 
Ibr  all  ocdinary  puiposea,  should  be  Ictif  j- 
tentomount  to  a  university  degne* 
This  by  no  means  precludes  the  lair 
competitioii  of  the  oM  estahliahmeDta"- 
should  they  deign  to  compete;  nor 
ia  there  any  tbiug  in  it  to  pre  vest 
such  a  reform  in  the  existing  aonrcen  of 
professional  sanction  as  would  render 
them  even  formidable  rivals  to  a  medi- 
cal university  in  T.nndf)n.    Those  bodies 
might  rlcarly  so  mode!  tln  ir  method  of 
asccrtaimiitr  the  ((n;tlificalions  ol  medi- 
cal randi  iates,  putting  it  on  a  liberal, 
a  praetir  il,  and  a  satisfactory  footing*, 
as  should  11  iider  a  special  establishment 
here  almost  wholly  unnecessary,  iitit 
seeing,  as  we  do,  that  there  is  not  the 
slightest  chance  at  present  of  any  such 
salutary  change,  nor  any  the  mostre* 
mote  prospect  of  it— judging  from  past 
transactions  and  the  tenor  of  habilual 
policy-«we  feel oorseives strongly  called 
upon  to  advocate  some  new  anange* 
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nent,  at  wbalerer  expcme  of  prejadice, 
rif  ally,  or  competition. 

But  with  regard  to  theqnestioii— bow 
we  c«n  tbink  of  reoooeilitig  the  grant- 
mg  of  degrees  ebewliete  tban  in  one  of 
tbe  old  feats  of  learning  F— 4t  is  readilj 
answered.  We  bare  already  allnded  to 
tbe  power  poaneased  by  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  of  conferring-  degrees, 
both  in  arts  and  medicine,  and  we  be- 
lieve also  iu  diTioitv;  which  at  least 
shews  that  there  is  nothing-  in  ibe  lf)ca- 
litv  of  the  Cam  and  Isis  peculi  u  ly  es- 
sential fur  the  ])in'])osf.  It  shews  uiorc. 
If  the  Primate  hp  fitly  endowed  with 
such  a  pow  er — a  power  by  no  means 
suffered  to  become  a  dead  letter,  even 
where  a  degfree  is  to  be  conferred  in  a 
faculty  forcijjn  to  his  own — how  much 
more  suitably  should  such  a  body  as  a 
well  .regulated  College  of  Phyatdans  be 
inrested  with  such  a  privilege;  e^ecially 
when  it  should  extend  no  fortber  dMn 
the  eonferring  of  degrees  in  medkint? 
There  is,  however,  another  point  to 
which  we  would  allude,  as  we  tbink  it 
affords  us  sufficient  grounds  ftr  the  per- 
fect reconcilement  of  an  apparent  diffi- 
culty. Let  us  look  to  tbe  arrangements 
of  tbe  legal  profession.  How  are  the 
graduate  practitioneis  at  the  bar  ad- 
mitted?— and  is  there  nothing  in  the 
excellent  order  observable  in  the  faculty 
of  law  that  is  applicable  to  the  faculty 
of  physic  ? 

Perfectly  analo«(ous  to  the  projected 
medical  establishment  which  w<»  advo- 
cate, there  is  in  I^)ndon  a  gn  at  Iaiw 
University,  whicii  w  as  instituted  at  a  very 
distant  period.  It  is  made  u]>  of  the 
four  Inns  of  Court,  corresponding  to  so 
many  colleges,  whence  the  students  are 
called  and  admitted  to  their  several  de- 
grees: tbej  are  admitted,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  the  degree  of  Barrister,  an- 
swaring  to  that  of  Bachelor,  and  ulti. 
mately,  if  found  deaerring  of  the  bo- 
nour,  they  attain  tbe  state  aud  de- 
gree" of  Seijeant;  which  corresponds. 


in  eveiy  respect,  with  that  of  Doctor 
It  is  curious,  also,  that  the  eircumstanees 
out  of  which  this  arrangement  sprung, 
as  nearly  as  possible  resembled  those 
which  at  tbe  present  time  make  a  simi- 
lar arrangement  necessary  with  respect 
to  medicine.  It  was  found  expedi- 
ent for  tliose  who  professed  the  law  of 
the  land,  to  incorporate  themselves  into 
an  independent  institution,  capable  of 
originating  aud  sanctioning  a  supply 
of  practitioners  for  the  public  service. 
There  was  no  alternative.  The  Common 
Law  was  ezclttded  from  the  uinversitics, 
as  trivial  and  ununited  to  tiie  difriiity  of 
learning",  the  Canon  and  Civil  Law  alone 
being  retained;  in  oOwi  words,  that 
v\hieh  was  ])ractical,  nitd  "  ciiuie  huiiic 
to  men's  business  and  bosoms,"  was  re- 
jected, while  that  which  was  encum- 
bered  with  the  dust  of  antiquity  and 
almost  perfectly  usdess,  through  the 
weight  of  ecclesiastical  lore,  was  held 
fast  with  an  eagerness  almost  unac- 
eonntaUe.  We  submit  that  there  is  tbe 
strongest  analogy  between  the  two  cases. 
Tbe  mode  iu  which  the  old  universities 
are  even  now  affected  towards  medicine, 
(we  mean  medicine  considered  as  a 
practical  science,)  is  exactly  the  same 
as  that  which  they  displayed,  centuries 
agfo,  to  law  considered  in  the  same  point 
of  view.  They  do  not  teach  (at  all  in 
one,  or  efficiently  in  cither)  inrdicinc, 
such  as  would  lie  suited  to  the  wants  of  the 
community,  or  so  as  to  keep  pace  with 
the  advancement  of  science  ;  and  it  is 
for  tliis  simple  reason  that  we  hold  a 
new  institution  to  be  imperatively  re- 
quired for  medicine — such  us  has  been 
long  since  established  for  law. 
.  Nor  does  the  analogy  terminate  in  tbe 
originating  causes:  it  may  properly  be 
carried  even  into  the  working  of  each 
system?  What  is  the  fwm  of  proceed- 
ing adopted  in  the  legal  arrangement? 
A  man  becomes  a  barrister— that  is  to 


*  See  Forteicue  (Mr.  Anius>*«  KdilUto).  p.  199) 
Coke,  8  Afp.  prdT.  and  Blacli«louc»  J,  24* 
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Ray,  a  <^r.uluaie  in  \a\s  — by  being"  duly 
adiuitttd  i'l  oiu  one  of  the  Tnns  of  Court. 
He  is  thus  properly  sanctioned  for  en- 
tnnoe-  on  bis  profeMMmel  eareer,  by  a 
bodj  immediately  competent  to  take 
eognisance  of  his  qualifications;  while 
all  die  time  the  powers  of  the  nniTeisi' 
ties  are  undisturbed ;  Oxford  and  Cam* 
bridge  still  continue  to  confer  their  de- 
grees in  law,  and  those  degrees  have 
their  due  value  attached  to  them,  and 
are  indispensible  for  the  attaincient  of 
certain  priTileges  connected  with  legal 
practice.  The  doctor  of  laws,  as  is 
known,  can  practice  in  e*>r«ain  courts 
where  the  ordinary  barrister  or  the 
serg^oant  at  hiw  cannot.  And  so  mig-ht 
it  undoubtedly  he  with  reg-ard  to  ho- 
nours conferred  by  the  ohl  universities: 
the  "M.D.  Cantab."  and  the  "  M.IX 
Oxon."  might  itill,  dud  no  doubt  would, 
secure  certain  immunities,  not  accessible 
to  the  phutt   M.  D.  of  London.** 

In  one  point  onl/-*^b«t  that  one, 
perhaps,  of  some  importance — do  we 
fear  tfiat  the  paralld  may  not  hold 
good.  The  titles  adopted  by  the  juridi> 
cal  uniTersity,  however  synonymous, 
are  not  identical  with  thoae  in  use  at  the 
andent  seats;  and  piobaUy  some  people 
may  reasonably  suppose,  that  howerer 
the  power  of  granting  medical  degrees 
in  London  might  be  conceded  by  the 
old  universities,  they  would  never  con- 
sent to  albnriuf^  tb'  Tii  tn  hr  called  by 
the  Kamc  name.  We  aj<  innvillino-  to 
anticipate  causes  of  dissension,  but  we 
greatly  fear  that  in  this  part  of  the  ar- 
rangement, a  very  poiiitivc  answer  will 
be  given  to  the  question — "  What's  in  a 
name?" — for  nothing  short  of  liie  iull 
and  fair  title,  sanctioned  by  popular  use, 
and  nncortatled  in  its  fair  proportions, 
will  or  ought  to  satisfy  the  legitamate 
daimanu  of  medical  honoma. 

THE  MEETING  AT  HRIS'I'OL. 

We  have  perused,  with  much  pleasure, 
the  opening  address  of  Dr.  Caixick  at 


the  Bristol  meeting,  and  deem  it  bat 
juatioe  to  say,  that  it  is  marked  throngb. 
out  with  a  temperate  and  wise  tone,  tcij 
much  at  rariance  with  that  outrageoaa 
apiiit  leoommeiided  by  a  contemporarj. 
A  ftfw  passages  from  die  cpeech  (we  re- 
gret that  we  have  not  room  ftr  the 
whole  of  it)  will  give  a  fair  speeimcn  of 
the  mode  in  which  the  all-engrossing^ 
subject  of  medical  reform  is  handled  by 
Dr.  Carrick. 

In  reply  to  those  w1m»  would  fain 
make  a  party  business  of  the  objects 

of  the  Association,  he  say^  "  We  are  in 
op|>oi>itiou  to  no  man,  or  body  of  men^ 
whatever.  We  associate  for  the  lef^timate 
object  of  I'ur  nwn  irnitifieation,  riiir  nnn 
instnijction,  and  the  advancement  of  medr. 
cal  science  in  its  enlarged  acceptatiaQ; 
and  thereby,  we  trust,  for  the  beneBt  nltt- 
mately  of  our  fellow  creatures.  For  my- 
self I  am  free  to  avow,  that  tu  ha?e  an  op. 
portuuity  of  meeting  aocb  a  numerous  and 
rcBpeetuble  a-ssemblajcre  of  my  medical  bre- 
thren  m  I  now  see  before  me,  many  firom 
remote  parts,  and  some  from  a  dtstaaee  «f 
150  miles,  is  to  mr  an  ample  reeompenee^ 
were  nothing  more  to  arisie  from  it.  From 
my  first  entrance  into  professional  life,  it 
has  ever  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  most  desira- 
ble and  important  object,  to  cultivate  the 
friendship  and  society  of  my  ieliuw  la. 
bonren,  to  bring  them  ftvqnenCly  together, 
and  to  render  thvm  familiar  with  one  ano- 
tbeii  and  I  can  truly  declare,  that  the 
happiest  hours  I  have  ever  spent  have  been 
in  the  compHiy  of  medical  men.  But  be- 
."sides  the  mere  social  enjoyment  of  such 
friendly  intercourse,  there  are  nomberless 
advantages  which  arise  team  medical  men 
associating:  n  lth  each  other,  and  liring  to- 
gether  on  geutleanmly  and  friendlv  terms. 
.  .  .  .  Besides  the  opportanitv  it  a^ords  of 
a  ready  and  easy  means  of  collecting,  pre- 
senrint?,  and  pre5entinc:  to  the  niHical  pub- 
lie  many  valuable  ca^es,  and  histories,  and 
es.says  of  great  interest,  which  would  otfawr- 
wisv  }■><:  Inst  to  the  world,  I  eannot  hut  leok 
forwaril  with  1  Lnist  a  well-grounded  hope, 
that  this  society  may  In  time  prove  emi- 
nenily  instrumental  in  improving  the  con- 
dition  and  structure  of  the  medical  profcs- 
sion ;  the  just  and  proper  organization  of 
which,  although  hitherto  grossly  neglected 
by  the  lA'g:isluture,  is  vitally  important  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  state,  and  of  each 
individnal  person.  Tt  was  well  observed 
by  the  respeeted  parent  of  this  Association, 
in  his  excellent  address  already  alluded  to, 
that  *  the  organization  of  the 'profession  as 
it  obtains,  U  not  what  it  oiight  to  be;  frvr 
the  whole  system  of  medical  polity  in  thia 
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c<ranti7  it  both  deftetife  snd  erroneout. 

Opinions  differ  widely  as  to  the  evils  nud 
the  remedies;  but  few  are  found  to  com- 
mend the  existing:  state  of  things.  This 
iUbjMt  ia  closely  connected  Avith  the  ad> 
vniireinput  of    irtu-v  ;  fur  if  the  pr()fcs>'ion 
were  constituted  u&  it  ousbt  to  be,  and  as 
VMson  tmd  tonnd  prindplet  dictate,  the 
harmony  that  would  be  thus  established 
ainoug  the  several  departments,  could  not 
fail  to  prove  a  direct  means  of  their  oo- 
operating:  more  cordially  and  efficiently  in 
extending  the  science  and  improving  the 
practice.'.  .  .  .  We  live  in  reforming  days  j 
Dot  I  am  not  a  mdieal  lefonner — 1  would 
not  rashly  innovate  for  the  mere  love  of 
ehaoge,  neither  would  I  decline  reforma- 
tion where  palpable  defects  or  abuses  de. 
monstrably  exist.    VV  Ik n,  liowever,  I  con- 
sider the  many  obstac  [>  s  w  hich  still  stand 
in  the  way  of  wholes(anc  and  rational  me- 
dieal  reform,  and  the  various  opposiiig  in- 
terests, individual  and  corporate,  which 
most  be  oonciiiated  or  overcome,  1  despair 
of  livioK  to  tee  the  dtj.  M an^  of  ^<m 
will,  I  doubt  not,  have  that  satisfacti<m, 
and  enter  into  that  promised  land,  of  which 
1  cuu  a  I  best  iiav  e  l)ut  a  Pisgah  prospect. 
For  my  own  part  I  can  scarcely  be  consi- 
dered as  interested  in  the  result,  be  it  what 
it  mav  i  my  race  is  nearly  run.    Yet,  al- 
thoogh  I  can  neither  derive  any  sensible 

benefit  nor  injury  from  \K-hn\  may  liap]  *  n, 
I  cannot  but  feel  u  aruiiy  interested  for  the 
honour  and  advancement  of  that  pnrfiMiion 
in  which  I  have  been  actively  engaged  for 
morr  Than  half  a  century.  In  the  mean 
time,  gentlemen,  it  behoves  us,  as  members 
of  this  Society,  to  do  our  bat  to  eschew 
nnd  turn  o-side  the  evil  of  an  imjn  rfect 
*•  and  ill-digested  system.  Your  influence, 
well  and  temperately  directed,  may  not  be 
small  in  accelerating  the  necessary  im- 
provements in  cdnrfitiMn  nnd  pnictice.  a*; 
well  as  in  exteudu>^  ilit  iiniit.H  of  medical 
icience,  and  in  diffusing  its  benefits  to  to- 
fiefv  fit  Tarq'c — the  object  wliich  must  al- 
wavii  be  uiipermost  in  all  our  aspirations 
ana  exertieas.   By  actinfr  witil  nnanimity 

and  kindly  feeling  towards  one  anothrr, 
and  with  uprightnef^s,  humanity,and  mauiy 
indcpendeiu^c  lo  the  world  at  lai^e,  we 
shall  best  succeed  in  procurimg  for  onr- 
selves  tliat  protection  and  enoouraffement 
for  our  useful  servicei>,  which  the  Legisla- 
tore  is  either  too  fully  oeeapfied  otherwise, 
or  too  indifferent  about  the  matter,  to  at- 
tend to;  and  which  the  corporate  bodies 
are,  perhaps,  too  moch  interested  in  with- 
holding. Gentlemen,  I  beg  to  apologize 
for  hnvin?  cnpnvsstd  !nr?*'  ^  portion  of 
jrour  valuable  tune,  and  to  liiauk  you  for 
yoor  ittdulgCBi  attcBtieiL** 
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In  Lord  Kingston's  case,  whidi  was  in. 
Tcstigated  last  week  at  Brisliafftim,  the 

medical  evidence  was  very  clear  and 
conclusive.  The  following  extracts,  we 
think,  are  worth  preserving: — 

Dr  O'Xeill,  of  Mitchelstown,  in  Ire- 
laud,  had  known  his  Lordship  for  seven- 
teen or  eighteen  years.  Witness  was  phy. 
sician  to  his  liordship's  family;  had  fre. 
quently  attended  l^rd  Kingston  for  bilious 
attacks  and  severe  erysipelas.  On  the  9th 
of  A  pril,  1 830,  w  a.*;  ra!  I  r  d  i  n  to  attend  him  for 
lunacy,  when  he  appeared  to  be  labouring 
under  great  nervous  excitement — his  looks, 
manner,  and  motions  denoting  considera- 
ble mental  n^M-rrntion.  He  evinced  much 
aiairm,  staling  tliat  persons  were  iu  the 
honse  who  were  about  to  deprive  him  of 
his  property  and  lifr  Since  the  date  just 
mentioned,  bis  Lordship  has  never  been 
able  to  attend  to  his  own  affidrs,  though 
there  were  occasional  remissions  of  his 
disorder.  Witnp«s  is  of  opini(m  that  his 
Ix>rdship's  nitutal  ilibtasc  arose  from  bo- 
dily infirmities. 

Dr.  C.  J.  Vnx,  nf  Brislington,  visited  the 
Earl  in  conjunction  with  his  father  and 
Dr.  F.  K.  Fox,  usually  three  times  a  week 
since  July  1^30.  Considered  him  all 
along  labouring  under  delusions  and  erro- 
neous ideas.  He,  however,  displayed 
sound  judgment  mi  some  pohsts— for  ex- 
ample, he  could  give  an  opinion  of  the 
value  of  cattle.  In  September  1831  his 
Lordship  had  had  m  attack  of  paralysis, 
followed  by  impaired  memory,  aflfection  of 
the  speech  and  bodily  powers,  and  a  state 
of  dementia.  In  October  sane  yew  had  a 
second  attack,  followed  by  incnased  im- 
pairment of  the  faculties. 

Dr.  F.  K.  Fox  deposed  to  the  excited 
state  of  the  Earl's  mind  on  his  first  arrival 
at  his  father's  nsylum.  Ili<;  mind  im- 
proved to  some  extent  for  the  hrst  vear, 
although  there  was  notUiw  like  a  ladd 
inter\al  in  it.  The  paralyttc  Strokes  re- 
duced him  to  imbecility. 

Dr.  Pritchard  stated,  that  he  bad  jnst 
paid  a  visit  to  his  Lordsldm  and  fooad 
him  unoccupied.  Witrevs  wrote-  some 
figures  on  paper,  U  and  3,  and  a^ked  his 
Lordship  what  they  made  added  together } 
He  rniili!  not  tell,  jior  cm\]<\  he  read  his 
own  name.  The  cfl<H:ts  of  paralysis  and 
epilepsy  are  mock  aUke;  the  sidne  as  are 
witnessed  in  extreme  old  asfe,  when  there 
is  no  existing  di^ea^**.  A  (ierman  writer 
divides  this  kutd  ut  imbecility  into  five 
stages,  the  last  of  which  is,  when  the  indi-> 
vidual  beofiinp**  inattentive  to  the  common 
calls  of  nature.    His  Lordship's  present 
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stale  is  a  want  of  comprehension,  and  an 
incapacity  for  any  train  of  reasoniiit? ;  he 
is  in  tadi  a  ttate  as  to  be  entirely  im  ompc' 
tent  for  the  manaprcment  of  his  aflaim. 
Paralysis  deteriorates  insani^  j  it  will  it- 
self bring  on  that  stage,  and  render  a  pa- 
tient in  a  worse  state.  Hoth  afTrct  the 
same  orpan,  the  brain.  He  considered  his 
Lordship  to  be  in  the  last  but  one  of  the 
five  stages. 

The  jury  after  a  short  delilwration 
fonnd,  **  that  George,  Earl  of  Jiiugston, 
baa  been  of  nnsoand  mind,  without  any 
luciJ  interval,  sinc-e  the  9th  of  April  1830 
up  to  the  present  time,  and  consequently 
that  be  is  incompetent  to  the  nMnaganiOBt 
ofhitaffiidn.*' 


HOTEL  DTEV,  PARIS. 


CUNIQUE  OF  M.  DuPL'ITTaEN. 

Cow  ef  Carie$  of  th»  Scapulo-humeral  Articulom 
tiou — Atnjyutation  at  the  Joint— "CtmpUeo- 
tions — Death — Autirpsy. 

Ami'i  TATioN  of  the  arm  at  the  shoulder- 
ioiDt,8aid  M.  Dupuytreu,  appears  to  me  to 

1i9iiidigpenriUe,wbratiiebmoftbebaaia* 

lasia bruised  in  consequence  of  a  blow  or  a 
fall,  and  hits  become  tumefied  and  enlarged 
to  such  a  bulk,  and  with  such  changes  in 
the  naighbounng  parts,  at  rendor  it  hope, 
less  to  expect  a  cure,  or  even  a  mt  ans  of 
arresting  the  progress  of  the  disease,  it 
often  happens  that  we  havo  reason  to  hofo 
tlie  scapula  and  adjacent  bones  are 
sound,  even  while  the  humerus  is  seriously 
afiectcd;  and  there  is  also  reason  to  sxpsot 
tmw—  horn  the  same  mode  of  proceeding 
when  other  parts  of  the  bodv — the  knee, 
tiic  lorearm,  SkA'.  arc  involved  lu  a  similar 
disorder. 

Yet  we  should  by  no  means  be  under- 
stood to  advise  the  extirpation  of  the  arm 
indilRnentiy  In  aD  stages  of  the  comphdnt 
There  is  a  period  when  the  engorgement 
of  the  neiarhbonrinpf  parts,  the  suppuration 
which  has  set  in,  and  the  debilitv  of  the 
subject,  render  the  operation  whollv  inex- 
pedient. Yet  it  is  hiijlily  practicable  and 
proper  at  an  earlier  period:  it  is,  in  a 
word,  the  solo  means  of  remedying  a  ma- 
lady which  to  this  day  has  pnt  erery  othw 
remedy  at  defiance. 

Snob  wero  the  reasons  wMeh  indnoed 
me  to  operate  on  the  patient,  who  lately 
lay  at  26  in  the  Salle  Ste.  3Iarthe.  If  we 
have  not  been  as  successful  as  we  hoped  to 
be,  it  was  because  there  wcfo  severe  com- 
plications added  to  the  primary  afl«otion| 


which  ultimately  terminated  in  death. 
The  patient  in  qnestion  was  scarcely  30 
yoais  of  ago,  ho  was  of  a  lymphatic  tem- 
perament, and  came  into  the  Hotel  Dien 
in  May  last,  complaining  of  six  years  of 
pre^'ious  illness.  The  particular  malady 
of  which  he  comidaiiud,  began  with  a 
sharp  pain  in  the  shoulder,  attended  with 
little  redness ;  hot  theio  was  some  iniam- 
mation  of  the  skin,  and  a  thickenini^  of 
the  cellular  tissue.  The  environs  of  the 
joint  were  painful  to  the  touch,  its  }Kwte. 
rior  portion  less  so;  the  anterior  and  sa- 
perior  parts  presented  a  tumor  of  about 
the  size  and  shape  of  a  large  hen-egg. 
The  application  of  the  fingers  to  this  tn. 
mor  for  the  purpose  of  examining  it,  gare 
the  patient  much  uneasiness.  The  fore- 
arm was  unaffected  in  its  movements,  but 
rathertumed  towards  the  anterior  portion  of 
the  tnink,  and  when  the  arm  was  brought  in 
contact  with  the  side  of  the  body,  it  was 
not  very  tolerable  to  separate  them  again. 
Those  were  the  sig^ns  from  which  the  ex- 
istenoe  of  an  affection  of  the  shoulder- 
joint  was  inftmd. 

To  the  methods  which  had  been  already 
tried  out  of  the  hospital,  M.  Dupuytren 
added  the  emplovmeot  of  a  punctnre 
titrongfa  the  aBterior  and  most  depending 
part  of  the  arm  down  on  the  place  where 
there  seemed  most  fluctuatioo.  By  this 
the  patient,  now  sttlftfing  nndor  eontlnned 
fever,  appeared  to  be  relieved.  A  consi- 
dereble  quantity  of  pus  was  drawn  off, 
which  had  raised  the  deltoid,  and  seemed 
rather  to  come  from  the  circumference  of 
the  articulation  than  firom  its  interior.  So 
much  relief,  indeed,  was  experienced  by 
Ao  patient,  that  ho  took  advantage  of  it, 
to  ask  leave  to  ifo  home  to  pettlchis  aflfairs. 

Upon  returning  to  the  hospital,  after  a 
fortnight's  absence,  he  was  snffering  great- 
ly:  the  pains  were  insup|K>rtabIe,  tba 
swelling  considerable,  and  the  fluctuation 
manifest  On  the  38th  May,  M.  Dupuy. 
tran  practised  an  incision  ahont  the  mia- 
die  of  tlie  arm.  A  lari^e  (jnantity  of  pus, 
of  a  characteristically  fietid  description, 
issned  lbi4,  whieh  camo,  no  donbt,  from 
the  interior  of  the  joint.  From  this  mo* 
ment  the  symptoms  became  more  serious 
than  ever,  and  in  such  quick  succesiiion, 
that  ampntaitioa  vras  evldeiitly  tlw  dsnritr 

rf.wrf. 

The  great  debility  of  the  patient,  how. 
over,  not  a  little  oontm-lndicattd  ns  ope. 

ration.  Was  the  chest  M>und?  The  pa- 
tient said  he  never  had  felt  any  pain  in  ttiat 
qnarter,  had  never  had  cough;  and  he  was 
most  anxious  to  hsive  the  arm  removed. 
M.  Dupuytren  was  eventually  oblitjed  to 
have  recourse  to  this  uncertain  method 
rather  than  leavo  the  patlont  to  eevtala 
death. 


L^iyiu^uo  Ly  Google 


ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL. 


623 


On  the  6th  of  June  the  opcmtinn  was 
neiiiiruied.  Commcadng  at  the  acromion, 
M.  Dupuytren  directed  bit  first  indtion 
fn>rn  above  downwards,  and  from  without 
iawttrds,  to  tlic  Mile  of  the  chest.  A  se- 
cond inciBion,  beginning  at  the  same  poiul, 
was  brought  down  to  the  insertion  of  the 
grtttt  dorsal  muscle  on  the  humenw. 
Opening  the  capsule  of  lUe  joint,  the  head 
of  the  bone  was  disengaged,  and  the  miu* 
cles  were  divided  whieli  were  attached 
posteriorly  All  the  nesseh  were  tied. 
I  he  artieulation,  ic  was  expected,  was 
round  bathed  in  pus:  union  by  the  first 
mtention  was  accordingly  not  attempted. 
Simple  dwaring  was  tmpio^td,  and  the 
patient  brought  back  to  his  bed. 

The  appearance  of  the  i^moved  member 
nilly  jQstifiwl  the  operation.  The  upper 
van  of  the  humenia  was  profoundly  cari- 
ous;  nl!  ihv  cartilni:::  s  were  destroyed, and 
tlie  iuiliuumaliou  extended  to  the  scapula. 

On  the  8th  a  change  of  dressing  was  re- 
quired, in  consequence  of  the  copious  and 
laudable  siippurntion  uhieli  liad  ix  ciirred. 
There  was  no  haemorrhage  or  pain  after 
tha  oaamtion.  On  the  10th,  stiU  going 
on  well;  noshiverings;  very  little  appear- 
ance of  fcTerj  the  wound ' looking  well; 
soFeral  of  the  lintnres  fallen  off;  and  ou 
the  Nth,  Mt>  well  was  the  patient,  tliat  M. 
Dupuytrcn  would  have  clo-^td  up  rha 
Wonnd  altogcilicr  had  it  not  been  made  for 
a  caries,  and  had  the  acapiila  been  quite 
antour  !ii  d  Bat  this  IkTOoiaUe  state  did 
not  last  lung. 

On  the  17th,  at  the  noning  ?isit,  aoiBe 
accidents  were  observed  connected  witb 
the  urinary  passages  and  the  genital  or- 
gans. The  right  testicle  was  engorged  aud 
painful.  The  urine  (wliioh  had  not  been 
noticrrl  till  then)  was  chsirircd  wifh  mticiis 
and  Uistliargcd  with  pain.  The  spermatic 
cord  was  hwrd,  engorged,  and  painftil  even 
up  to  it^  entrance  into  the  abdomen.  It 
was  dear  that  the  patient  had  concealed 
■ome  impofteat  fhcts  co.€xistent,  if  not 
connected  with  his  disorder.  Upon  being 
questioned  about  them,  it  wir^  found  that 
mrec  years  previously  he  hax\  had  a  violent 
blenomiagia,  which  was  ill  managed,  and 
evf»r  ^iIu•e  which  be  had  a  running.  In 
liMi  patient's  present  condition,  such  a  cir- 
ewmstaaee  was  of  the  grafcat  coocenu 
An  afltetion  of  the  chest,  with  short  and 
impeded  respiration,  cough,  &c.  now  made 
ita  appearance.  For  the  first  ailment, 
leeches  wei%  applied,  and  an  ubsce«s  was 
opened  which  was  found  to  be  formed  all 
along  the  spermatic  cord.  But  in  the  end, 
what  with  the  abundant  suppuration  of 
the  ■\\  niiTid  nt  the  shonldt  r,  the  sweats, 
diarrhcbo,  cough,  oppression,  and  the  rapid 
progress  of  the  tabmca  which  lie  had  in 
tlie  inng",  he  mnk  into  a  state  of  coma, 


terminating  in  Ibrtj-eight  houn  with 
death. 

The  poitmorttm  examination  shewed  the 

brain  to  be  sound,  but  containing  some 
little  serosity  in  tlie  venf  rides.  The  upper 
part  of  the  right  lung  \sas  studded  with 
tubercles,  inflamed  and  suppurated.  The 
led  lung  adhered  to  the  pleura,  and  {was 
also  inflamed.  A  purulent  abt^tss  existed 
at  the  npper  part  of  the  right  spermatio 
cord.  Tlie  bladder,  with  its  membranes^ 
was  coiuiderably  thickened.  The  mucous 
membrane  had  on  it  ulcerations  like  those 
commonly  met  with  in  the  intestinal  canal. 
There  were  also  soine  yrevish  fungositicii 
of  tlic  same  membrane,  and  the  bowels 
bad  aimilar  alcerationa.  The  lirer  was 
sound. 

As  to  the  stump,  it  was  going  on  per- 
fectly well,  and  was  almost  completely 
deatrised. 
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Opetatwn  fur  Stone  an  a  Cliiid^CystUuC!). 

Charles  W.  an  extremely  delicRto  bnv, 
four  years  of  age,  was  adan  lied  into  i>arkcr 
ward,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Earle,  on  tfie 
18th  of  June,  with  symptoms  of  ':ff)Tio  ia 
the  bladder.  The  urine,  which  was  voided 
fteqncntly,  and  with  great  pain,  contained 
a  large  quantity  of  mucus,  occasionally 
mixed  with  blood.  On  sounding  him,  a 
caleohu  was  dhKorered ;  but  from  the  ex. 
tremely  irritable  state  of  the  bladder,  it 
was  deemed  adriscable  to  defer  the  opera* 
tiou.  The  symptoms  of  stone  hod  existed 
two  years,  but  the  child's  health  did  not 
appear  to  have  become  imi'ain  d. 

An  alterative  powder,  consist! us  of  Hyd. 
enm  Creta,  gr.  iii.  was  ordered  to  oe  taken 
every  night,  and  a  dradiin  of  ciitor  oil  in 
the  morning. 

20tb.— No  relief. 

Mucilag.  Acaciffi,  ^iij.j  Decoct.  Hordci, 
ixiij.;  Tr.  Hyosciami,  Wlxvj.;  Pot 
,   Nitratis,  3ij.   M.  ft. 

Sumat  iij.  cochlearea  magna,  ter 
qnotidie 

28th.— The  irritable  state  of  Uie  bladder 
•tlU  continnes ;  the  urine  contains  a  laigtf 
quantity  of  mucus,  and  is  aiwaya  mors  or 

less  tinged  with  blood. 

R  Ext.  U va3  Osi,  gr  V  ;  Mneil.  AcnctSB, 
Aqua;  Distill,  aa.  1.  3ij.    'l\r  quotidie. 

July  7th.— The  urine  has  a.ssum^  a 
more  nealthv  character,  and  the  condition 
of  the  child  appcan  nu»ie  fiproaiable  for 
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the  operatioDj  which  Mr.  Earie  therefore 
imoltnd  on  performiiig  to-day.  The  chiM 
beings  placed  on  the  oi  eralini?  tablt-,  the 
•ound  was  introduced  ;  but  the  stone  could 
not  be  detected  either  by  Mr.  Earle  or  Mr. 
VineeDL  The  attempts  made  to  find  the 
stone  produced  prent  pain  and  irritation, 
and  the  bladder  expelled  the  urine  highly 
tinged  with  blood.  Mr.  Earle  being  eatie. 
fied  as  to  the  prr<;rnre  of  the  stone,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  operation.  The  stone  was 
of  rery  small  size,  and  bring  placed  just 
at  the  entrance  of  the  urethra,  some  diifi- 
cnltv  was  e:qpeiienoed  in  seising  it  with 
the  forceps. 

In  the  evening  he  was  restieH|«iid  com. 
plained  of  pain  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
abdomen. 

Hirudincs  iv.  perineo.  Fotus 

8th,  3  *.M. — T«t  erying  with  pain  in  the 
belly,  but  is  irntabic  and  peevish,  and  will 
not  eufler  the  abdomen  to  be  examined. 
His  pulse  is  (jpeqaeut  and  skin  hot 

Hirudines,  vj. ;  Hydrarg.  Submur.  cr  'j-; 
Pulv.  Ipecacuan.  Com.  gr.  ij.  3iiis  hor. 

6  r.M.— Is  still  complaining  with  pain, 
but  will  not  suffer  the  abdomen  to  be 
touched,  although  he  bears  the  pressure  of 
the  bedclothes  without  complnint.  The 
urine  passes  freely  through  the  wound,  and 
eontninf  akiige  qnantity  of 

Hiradinei  Iv.  abdom. 


HONOURS  TO  HUFELAND. 


The  fiftieth  annirersary  of  the  doctorate 
of  this  distinguished  man  was  celebrated 
on  the  24th  ult  bv  all  the  learned  bodfae 
of  Prnssin  At  l^rriin,  orations  in  honour 
of  him  were  pronounced,  and  a  grand 
pnblie  dinner  was  gi?«n.  The  King  took 

that  ()]ip(irtunitv  of  crcntinr^  him  a  kniifht 
of  the  R«d  Eagle  of  the  firi>t  cia&s.  The 
Univereities  of  Odttingen  and  Breslau, 
and  the  jdijiieians  of  Warsaw,  also  did 
him  homage.  A  valuable  medal,  struck 
for  the  oocaaon,  bears  the  head  of  Hnfe* 
land  and  the  IbUowing  Ineeription : — 

Katurw  pracepUeoleBSt  oorblsque  med«iur, 
Vilaqee  Peiearum  leatius  Ite  docst. 

The  memorable  day  wta  tpentby  Hnfe- 
land  at  his  country  si'nt,  near  Berlin,  sur- 
rounded by  hifi  family  and  in  u  mate  friends. 
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Eryvlpves  • 

Fever    .  . 
Fever,  Scarlet 
FcvMT,  Typlios 
Qeas   .  • 


9th. — ^Tho  symptoms  are  somewhat  re- 
lieved, bat  tiiere  n  etiU  beat  of  ekin,  fre- 

Suency  in  the  ])ul.se,  and  pain  in  region  of  iiyseniery 
le  bladder.    The  urine  is  accompanied 
with  a  still  larger  quantity  of  mucus. 

Hirudines  iv.  abdum. 

lOtb.— Better. 

16th.^Ho  hae  been  gradually  in^pior- 
ingy  bat  it  not  jet  in  a  latiafactofy  itattii 

On  the  iame  day,  Mr.  Earle  operated 
for  stone  npon  a  man  42  years  of  age.  The 
stone  was  composed  of  lithie  add^  and 
was  of  largo  siae.  Tho  Qpention  was 
sl(il fully  performed,  and  tiw  patient  has 
since  gone  on  well. 

PRIZE  SUBJECT. 

Three  prizes,  severally  of  £50,  £30,  and 
£20,  arc  offered  for  the  best  three  essays  on 
the  following  subject:—"  On  the  present 
State  of  thf  MMlienl  Science  nm\  Practice 
in  the  United  Kingdoiu,  and  the  most 
adfisaUeand  eflkient  mode  of  pinHBOtioc 
the  Adranr'Tnrnt  nnd  the  Tmprovenient  Oi 
both  in  all  their  branches."  Dr.  Bpps, 
of  Great  RnsseU  Street,  is  the  referee  as 
to  the  eonditions  and  Ibrdier  particnltfi. 


Absce«ii  -  .  3 
Ane  «nd  Dehllity  .  64 

Alithma  .  .  9 
ChlMbirth  .  .  3 
Cholert  •  • 
Contumpttoa  •  71 
Convuluoas  .  41 
Crottp  •  •  •  1 
DentltlooorTSttllla;  9 
Dropsy  .  .  21 
Dropsy  on  the  Brain  17 
I>ropRy  on  the  Cbeit  1 
1 
1 
2 
S 
18 
6 
I 


Hesrt,  dieeued  .  3 

HoojHng-Coogh  .  2 

Inn:iiiiinijfKMi       .  41 

Bow  cls'.'k  hlutiJftcli  SO 

Brain        .  S 

Lung*  «Dd  Pleura  7 

lotanUy     •     •  1 

MeMlee      .      .  10 

MItcsrrlscc  •      •  1 

MorUSeatiea       •  4 

Para!  ytfa     •      •  t 

Rhetimatlam       •  1 

Scrofula       •       *  1 

Sinall-Pox    .       .  8 

tipaama        .       .  7 

Thrush               .  2 

Uttlnovro  Csuae*  U 


fitUlliera 


locnsee  ef  Berials,  as  compared  «IC>>  > 
the  prteedlair  week     •  •  i 
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DISEASES  OF  THE  STOMACH  AND 
BOWELS. 

EPIDEMIC  CUOLKRA. 

In  1817  a  disoii^c  appeared  in  India,  in 
come  par ticu lam  likt-  Knijlish  cholera — f<o 
ftr  «  tbflM  it  a  dis(  liar^:e  upwards  «nd 
dovrjiwards,  severe  j)nin  in  tho  abdomen, 
cramps  of  the  extremities,  and  at  length 
of  the  wbole  body,  with  givtt  exbrnfltimi. 

lmprt>}>'iriij  of  terming  U  Cholera, — From 
its  resemblance  to  the  other  disease  in 
thene  particulars,  it  wai  unfortunalely 
eall<  (l  (  hi.Ura  morbu$'^  but  there  is  this  de- 
cided diflVreneein  the  two  affections— that 
whereas  in  what  we  understand  b\  t  hnlt  ra, 
or  did  understand,  the  motion;;  arc  all 
bilious;  but  in  this,  which  broke  out  in 
India  in  1817,  the  motions  have  no  bile  in 
them  wbatefer,  hot  w  perTectlj  white 
and  wntt  ry.  On  this  account,  if  it  were 
necessary  to  borrow  a  name  fVom  another 
dlMue  to  giT«  to  tU«,  it  wonld  be  better 
to  call  it  Uuciirrhaa  than  cholera:  the  dis- 
cfaarge  beint^  white,  lenrorrhoea  certainly 
would  have  been  a  less  objectionable 
name. 

S^mpt0m%. — In  the  disease  which  broke 
out  in  India,  the  iUsi  symptoms  were  lan- 
grnor,  itaeMiness  at  the  stomach,  nau<ea, 
and  conmin-i  Mianha'a;  and  tht-n,  all  at 
once,  about  three  or  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  violent  Tomitinf  and  pui^ing 
occurred, but  <>cca<8ionally  tht'^o  took  plai  e 
without  any  prvmooitory  symptuou.  At 

2i>7.— XII. 


the  same  time,  or  very  soon  after,  exces- 
sively severe  spasms  were  felt  in  the  extre. 
mitfea  and  in  the  abdominal  muscles,  so 
as  not  only  to  make  the  ])aticnt  i  xclaim 
with  agony,  but  sometimes  to  make  it  ne. 
cessary  to  call  in  the  aid  of  several  perstnts 
to  hold  him.  The  countenance,  in  a  short 
time, became  ghastly;  the  skin  shrivelled; 
the  features  contracted  and  elongated ;  the 
eyes  a  little  suflused,  slightly  tinged  with 
red,  and  sunk  in  the  sorkcts;  the  lijts  pur- 
ple, or  of  a  black  cast ;  the  base  of  the 
eyelids  likewise  purple ;  the  sldn  and  the 

nails  blur;  thefnifjers  ii't  mily  shrunk  but 
f^rivelled,  exactly  like  the  hands  of  on  old 
washerwoman.   At  the  same  time  them 
Avas  cxtn  me  thirst;  a  great  sensation  of 
heat  in  (lie  iliroat;  the  temperaMtrc  of  the 
whole  body   was   excessively  cold;  the 
tongoc  and  the  breath  were  likewise  cold: 
sometimes  tli"  fonj^ur  was  quite  clean  ana 
of  the  colour  of  lead,  but  occasionally  it 
was  white^  and  had  a  toagh.  or  (as  it  has 
been  flt":oribcd)  a  leathery  coat,  aiul  occa- 
sionally it  was  coveri'd  with  sordes,  but  by 
no  means  al^'ays.    The  pulse,  of  course, 
became  exceedingly  weak  and  exceedingly 
quick,  and  nt  last  it  couUl  not  br  fi  It  at  all 
in  the  wrists,  though  it  might  f»Ull  be  per- 
ceived at  the  heart.    Extreme  restlessness 
took  plncr.s'i  that  the  j»atient could  scnrculy 
bear  the  bed  clothes,  and  endeavoured  to 
toss  them  off.  The  breathing,  like  the 
pulse,  became  more  raj>id  than  in  h*  alth. 
It  was  found  that,  in  the  expirations,  only 
onO"  third  of  the  usual  Quantity  of  carbonic 
acid  was  given  off.    The  blood  that  was 
taken  was  found  to  be  thick — some  say 
pitchvand  uncoagulable.  The  venous  and 
artenal  blood  were  equally  black,  and  la 
the  v:onsT  cnie«»  the  blood  would  not  flow  at 
all.  It  was  likewise  observed  that  no  urine 
was  dlschai^ged  {  deafhess  was  noticed  ae 
a  fref^uent  symptom,  and  also  tenesmus. 
Occasionally,  howvrer,  there  was  scarcely 
any  vomiting,  but  extreme  debility— «x. 
tn  me  li>ss  of  hull;,  shrinking  of  the  body, 
the  corfogated  state  of  the  fingers,  and  the 
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riolent  spasms.  These  ca-ses  were  con- 
sidered to  be  worse  than  those  in  which 
Tomiting  and  purging  took  place.  This 
disease  diflera  flrom  our  cholem  in  thsie  be- 
ing danger  where  there  is  scarcely  any  eva- 
cuations ;  the  danger  of  the  disease  not 
depending  upon,  and  being  in  proportion 
to,  the  loss  of  the  snhslance  of  the  boily. 
Sometimes  it  is  said  that  no  spasm  was 
felt,  in  addition  to  there  being-  neither  ro- 
miting  nor  purging;  and  this  was  con- 
sidered still  worse.  The  patient  was  said 
to  be  struck  with  death  i  his  pulse  became 
impereepti1iie»  and  death  veiy  soon  dosed 
the  scene. 

Irregularittf  in  the  occurrence  of  the  Symp' 
lasM.— There  was  great  ifregmaritjr  as  to 
the  occurrence  of  these  things ;  patients 
sometimes  romited  and  were  pui^;ed  before 
they  esperienbed  spasms  and  sometimes 
spasms  occurred  at  the  onset  of  the  disease. 
OccasionuUy  blucness  of  the  nose  and 
about  thu  eye-lids  was  not  obserred,  and 
sometimes  tliees  was  no  corrugation. 
There  was  by  no  means  onUbxmity  in  the 
symptoms. 

Symptome  tmrnsdiaft/y  prteeding  Deathj^ 
Before  death  it  was  very  usual  to  find  the 
spasms,  the  vomiting,  and  the  purging 
cease,  and  for  the  patient  to  lie  perfectly 
still,  with  the  loss  of  the  vigour  of  his 
mind,  but  with  a  perfect  preservation  of 
his  reason.  He  would  be  conscious  of  all 
around  him,  but  wish  not  to  be  disturbed, 
and  he  would  take  no  nourishment.  He 
would  remain  tranquil, as  if  he  were  wait, 
ing  for  the  moment  of  death. 

The  duration  of  the  disease  was  some, 
times  only  a  couple  of  hours,  and  some- 
times it  wonld  not  destroy  ,Ufe  for  tiie 
gxeater  part  of  a  day. 

When  the  patient  was  lying  in  that 

Jiuiet  state,  waiting,  as  it  were,  patiently 
or  his  death,  the  pulse  at  the  wrist  would 
not  only  be  still,  but  the  action  of  the 
heart  sometimes  could  not  be  felt;  at  least, 
so  it  was  said.  Whether  the  ear  was  em- 
ployed to  ascertain  whether  the  heart  acted 
or  not,  I  do  not  know.  I  presume  it  is 
common  enough.  In  dillbiait  «**fHf¥,  for 
the  pulse  not  to  be  felt  while  the  heart  Still 
continues  to  beat. 

Before  death,  it  was  occasionally  noticed 
that  the  tanpemtnfe  would  return,  and 
hopes  of  recovery  were  sometimes  enter- 
tained; but  these  were  for  the  most  part 
unfounded:  the  patient  presentlv  sank. 
It  was  likewise  observed,  that  after  this 
extreme  exhauslion,  the  face  would  some, 
times  beccone  Unshed,  the  temporal  arteries 
become  distended  and  throb,  the  patient 
lie  in  a  somewhat  delirious  or  comatose 
state,  mndi  In  the  eonditiop  of  n  person  in 
typhiks  fever.  The  TMoe  was  weak,  and 
verv  peculiar. 

Morhid  Ajppeiirancew-AfXet  death,  au  im- 


mense quantity  of  white  turbid  flnid,  with 

flakes  of  a  very  white  substance,  were 
found  in  the  stomach  and  in  the  intestines, 
while  no  fluid  whatever  was  found  In  the 
urinary  bladder,  and  that  organ  was  con- 
tracted to  the  smallest  possible  size.  These 
were  general  occurrences.  It  was  usual 
for  neither  fapccs  nor  bile  to  he  Amnd  in 
the  alimentary  canal,  but  the  gall-bladder 
generally  (not always)  was  found  foil,  and 
sometimes  it  was  remarkably  distended; 
so  that  there  was  no  want  of  bile,  but 
none  passed  into  the  alimentary  canal. 
The  veins  were  usually  found  greatly  dis- 
tended  with  blood,  s«)  that  the  hejmtie,  in- 
tntinal,  and  mesenteric  veins,  were  re- 
nuolmbly  distended,  but  those  of  the 

ren  were  not  quite  so  full.  Congestion 
occurred  continually  ia  the  lungs  and 
in  the  head.  Sometimes  tiiere  was  «  rosi. 
ness  of  the  external  surface  of  the  alimen- 
tary canal,  and  sometimes  of  the  internal. 
There  was  usually,  too,  a  great  congestion 
of  blood  in  the  heart  itself.  The  abdomi* 
nnl  muscles  were  found,  by  Dr.  Davy,  to 
l>e  flabby  and  red,  but  of  course  not  in- 
flamed. The  urinary  bladder,  although 
containing  no  urine  and  being  so  greafly 
contracted,  had  generally  a  sort  of  whitish 
mueus  witfi  flakes  upon  the  inner  soffkee. 
After  death,  one  very  remarkable  pheno- 
mena presented  itself,  which  was  that  the 
temperature  of  the  body  was  higher  than 
during  life;  so  that  a  very  high  degree  of 
heat  was  found  on  plunging  the  hand  into 
the  body.  Another  very  remarkable  cir- 
enmstanee  is  mentioned —theoeeurreneeof 
a  twitching  of  the  different  muscles  of  the 
body  after  the  person  was  completely  dead  : 
the  fingers,  the  toes,  and  every  part  of  the 
face,  were  seen  to  move.  Observations  of 
this  description  were  made  on  two  sub- 
jects— the  one  a  Caffre,  and  the  other  a 
Malay.  The  former  died  twenty  hours 
after  the  first  seizure,  the  complaint  baf. 
fling  the  most  powerful  remedies.  In  fif. 
teen  minutes  after  he  expired  the  fingers  of 
the  left  hand  were  observed  to  move,  then 
the  muscles  of  the-  inside  of  the  same  aroi 
were  contracted  in  a  oonrulsive  nannuTy 
and  the  like  motions  were  slowly  pfOM> 
gated  upwards  to  the  pectoral  mnsclM. 
The  muscles  of  the  calves  of  the  legs  con- 
tracted in  like  manner,  bundles  of  their 
fibres  being  drawn  together  in  a  tremulous 
knot  The  muscles  of  the  inside  of  the 
kg  >ui^  thigh  were  forcibly  contracted  in  a 
vermicular  manner.  The  muscles  of  the 
face  and  lower  jaw.  were  similarly  afiiBcted. 
■ad  Anally  thoee  of  tlie  right  ana  and 
right  peetoral  muscle.  These  motions  in. 
creased  in  extent  and  activity  for  ten 
minutes,  after  which  they  gnitlually  de* 
clined,  and  ceased  twenty  minutes  after 
they  began.  In  regard  to  the  Malay,  about 
fifteen  minutes  after  he  expired  the  toea 
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b^an  to  move  in  various  direct ionii,  aud 
tbe  Ibet  wm  mada  toappvDMliMUsliotlMr. 
Mosculfir  rontmcljons  were  sy>oedily  pro- 
paga^  upwards,  along:  the  inside  of  tbe 
leg»  and  thii^hs.  The  wgiw  wen  toned 
slowly  inwards,  so  as  ti»  appronrh  each 
otberj  and  again  outwards  ^  the  whole  of 
Hie  lower  eitreniitiea  wrHng  on  the  heeb, 
as  on  pivots.  These  motions  proceeded 
upwards,  producing  a  quivering  in  tbe 
niu«>cles.  In  fire  minutes  the  upper  ex- 
tremitiea  bq^aa  to  be  similarly  anected: 
the  fingerswere  extended,  and  often  rii?idly 
bent  inwards;  pronation  and  supination 
of  tiie  hand  were  ateadily,  though  dowlv, 
performed.  The  «:amc  quiverings  were  ob- 
servable as  in  the  lower  extremitiee,  and 
extended  to  the  peetoralii  mi^or  noaelee 
and  the  superior  margin  of  the  latissimns 
dorsi.  The  muscles  of  the  face  moved, 
and  the  bead  was  observed  to  diake.  Tbe 
total  duration  of  these  appearances  was 
half  an  hour.  By  moving  or  prickinff  the 
arms  or  limbs,  these  contractions  were 
rendered  stronger,  and  again  renewed 
wilt  re  they  had  rrn<?pd. 

This  is  the  account  which  has  been  given 
hy  various  writers  who  witnessed  the  dis. 
ease  in  India. 

JJucriftien  of  XH*  Diseau  at  it  prevaiUd  in 
IsmAni.— •!  wiU  now  describe  to  jron  the 
disease  whieh  hat  latelj  prevailed  in 
London. 

Among  the  patients  whom  I  have  seen, 
there  has  been  a  great  variety  as  to  the 
mode  nf  attack,  and  as  tn  the  )»r<1t*r  of  the 
synii)tonis  after  the  disease  has  fn-gun. 

Varieliet  in  the  Mode  of  Attack,— \Vith  re- 
jrnrd  To  thr  fir^t  p«»int — the  mode  t'f  nttncV, 
some  persons  have  been  seized  sudd«nijr, 
others  have  had  diarrhoBa  for  mmbm  time 
previoiislv.  Those  who  were  <^u(Ml  nly  at- 
tacked were  seized  geneiully  early  in  the 
morning,  after  going  to  bed  perfectly  well, 
and  discharged  by  vomiting  and  purging 
a  turbid  whitish  fluid,  rnntaininq'  white 
flakes.  'J'bere  was  viulint  pain  in  the  ab* 
domen,  violent  pain  in  the  extremities, 
dn  ndful  cran^pi  in  The  finders,  Tws,  arms, 
and  legs.  In  two  or  three  hours  trom  tbe 
moment  of  tibe  attack,  I  have  seen  the  eyes 
sunk  in  the  sockets,  blueni  s^;  rnnnd  the 
base  of  tbe  eves,  blueness  ot  the  nails  i  in 
some  eases  blueness  somewhere  upon  tbe 
extremities ,  and  in  one  case  blueness  of 
the  whole  body;  no  dischnn^e  of  urine; 
intense  thirKtj  a  great  sensation  uf  heut 
within;  extreme  restiaifine&s ;  the  tongue 
off!  rolnur  like  lead;  and  in  the  case  in 
which  the  b<Kiy  was  blue  all  over,  covered 
with  a  white  and  leathery  crust ;  a  very 
feeble  puUe,  and  at  last  n<»  pnUe  whatever 
in  the  extremities,  although  it  could  be 
felt  at  the  heart  The  pulse  and  the  respi- 
ration were  very  rapid :  I  have  counted  the 
respiration  96  in  a  minate.  There  has 


been  a  great  fall  of  temperature — so  that 
the  hmds,  the  tongue,  and  the  breath  (as 
it  came  from  the  body),  were  cold.  On 
pas&iDu  a  thermometer  into  the  mouth,  I 
iwve  fonnd  it  as  low  as  84  dcg. ;  ranging 
only,  at  any  rat'-,  bi-Tween  80  and  90  deg. 
There  has  been  a  cold  sweat  on  the  extre- 
mities, and  then  at  last  the  patient  would 
rcTjiain  free  from  all  restle.s.sness— free 
from  pain,  free  from  vomiting ;  and  would 
lie  perfectly  still,  conscious  of  every  thing, 
but  with  a  desire  not  to  make  the  least 
exertion,  apparently  trnnq nil, and  waiting 
fur  his  dissolution.  Thtn,  before  death,  I 
have  noticed  the  teni])erature  rise— the 
coldness  cease;  and  afivr  death  the  tem- 
perature has  risen  slill  more.  I  maj  men> 
tion,  that  in  the  case  where  tiiere  was  sndi 
great  blnene*;';,  no  snoner  had  T!:r  patient 
expired  than  the  blueness  was  diminislied. 
I  aid  not  observe  wheAer  it  diminished  be- 
fore death,  but  I  noticed  it  immediately 
afterwards;  «nd  in  an  hofir  there  was 
nothing  ol  tlie  eolour  to  be  seen.  Tbefs 
was  a  twitching  of  the  muscles ;  so  that 
one  finger,  after  death,  woubl  be  dmwn 
in,  and  then  another,  and  the  lower  jaw 
woold  move  np  and  down,  and  joo  might 
•^rc  n  (juivering  'if  Tlie  muscles  inside  the 
thighs.  Tbe  voice  was  weak,  and  there 
was  gnat  peooliarity  in  it 

Morbid  Appearaiteet. — After  death,  the  sto- 
mach and  intestines  were  usually  fonnd  filled 
with  white  fluid,  containing  white  flakes. 
There  were  various  appearances  both  in- 
ternally and  externally  of  the  alimentary 
canal ;  sometimes  it  w-as  rosy,  anU 
sometimes  pale.    Tbe  urinary  bladder 

was  empty  and  rxreedingly  conTmrtcd, 
The  congestion  in  the  venoos  system  was 
very  great  The  mesenteric  veins  were 
full,  and  the  vena;  eavap  appeared  distended 
to  the  utmost:  they  looked  like  a  bell  rope 
in  a  drawing-room.  The  heart  was  ob- 
served to  be  full,  and  the  Mood  both  in  the 
vcntrieles  and  auricles  was  gnimous — half 
coagulated.  There  was  congestion  some- 
times in  the  bead,  and  sometimes  in  the 
lunc:^ 

liieniitjf  of  the  diieoH  m  India  and  in  Lon- 
dra.~Now  no  one  possessed  of  common 

sense  ean  doubt  for  a  moment  that  the  dis- 
ease which  occurred  in  India,  and  that 
which  we  have  seen  here,  are  precisely  the 
lame. 

A  nmsditeaie. — I  should  think  no  one  rnn 
doubt  that  it  is  different  from  the  dnica^ 
commonly  called  cholera,  which  is  marked 
by  a  discfcar^'i  .f  Viilr.  nnrl  in  which  the 
danger  is  in  proportion  tu  the  extent  of 
the  evacuations.  It  cannot  be  said  tfiat 
this  dis<.nse  is  only  a  severe  fonn  of  com- 
mon  cholera,  because  the  mildest  cases  are 
not  at  all  like  common  cholera— they  ars 
not  characterized  by  a  discbaige  of  bilcL 
If  it  were  cholera,  onljr  severe^  the  mild 
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easm  ot^tht  to  be  equal  to  the  veiy  eevere 

oii>  s  of  the  common  cholera  of  this  conn- 
try;  but  instead  of  that,  tbcy  are  all  cha< 
mcterized  by  an  absence  of  bile,  and  by 
these  peculiar  dejections. 

Again,  it  has  been  ^lid  that  this  di<oa«e 
is  not  only  esscntmlly  common  cholera, 
bnt  that  H  is  a  disease  we  have  all  seen. 
I  raise  my  voice  in  saying  that  if  n  »]is. 
ease  which  i  never  saw  before,  and  i  thiulc 
that  if  it  had  previously  o<Ncarred  in  Lon- 
don, from  beinu:  connected  with  a  large 
institution,  I  should  have  seen  it;  but  I 
certainly  never  saw  any  aiTectlon  that  bore 
tt»  least  analogy  to  it.  It  wouM  not  bo 
more  ahsnrd  to  say  that  mea«lcs  and  com- 
mon bronchi  ti^  are  tlie  same,  bi-eau  e  in 
both  there  are  certain  morbid  appearances 
of  the  air-passages,  than  it  is  to  say,  be- 
cause theie  is  vomiting  and  purging  in 
this  dliK»ae  as  well  as  in  common  diolefa, 
th»  y  are  t!ie  same.  A  variety  of  diseases 
of  the  skin,  which  are  distinct  from  each 
other,  have  an  appearance  in  common, 
and  measles,  scarlet  fever,  and  other  affec- 
tion?!,  were  formerly  nil  jumbled  together — 
no  diai^nosis  was  nmde  between  them, 
simply  l>«causc  there  was  redness  of  skin. 

If  you  look  at  Celsns  and  Sydenluim, 
you  will  find  that  the  cholera  which  they 
describe  is  very  different  ftvm  this  affec- 
tion.  Syrl  iiluim  says  it  prevails  at  tin- 
end  of  summer  and  during  the  autumn, 
as  regularly  as  vegetation  comes  fn 
spring ;  whereas,  this  disease  occurs  at  all 
seasons,  and  ban  no  connexion  whatever 
with  heat.  Sydenham  describes  it  as  a 
diseharpre  of  mle^and  not  of  the  peculiar 
fluid  which  we  see  in  tfii-^  nffection.  I 
cannot  but  believe  that  it  is  totally  distinct 
from  common  cholera,  and  that  it  is  a 
disease  never  seen  before  in  England.  I 
have  conversed  with  practitioners  older 
thou  myself— with  men  of  the  greatest  ex- 
perienee— and  they  declare  that  they  hare 
never  met  with  such  a  disease  before. 

H'atory.—\  may  now  detail  some  few 
particulars  revpeeting  the  disease.  It  was 
thought  in  India  that  the  natives  sufVered 
ftom  it  more  than  the  Europeans.  Thou- 
sands of  natives  perished  near  Bombay, 
whilcof  the  Europeans,  who  had  good  food 
and  giMKl  clothing,  six  only  were  affecled. 
It  was  found  ti>  attack  those  who  had  the 
worst  diet,  who  were  the  worst  clothed, 
and  were  worst  of  in  all  respects.  It  was 
found  lo  prevail  at  all  temperatures  and 
all  seasons^in  healthy  and  in  unhealthy 
slluations;  both  in  dry  and  in  moist 
places.  It  prevailed  in  npite  of  the  mon- 
soons, and  not  only  in  every  direction  of 
the  wind,  hut  in  all  hydrometic  slates  of 
the  atmobphere.  There  was  great  doubt 
whether  it  was  contagions  or  not.  Some 
thought  it  proceeded  where  there  was  no 
communication,  just  as  well  as  when  there 


was.  It  was  Ibnnd  suddenly  to  stop  w  Itii. 

onT  anv  a]>parent  reason,  and  then  to  go 
on  again ;  pass  from  one  district  to  ano- 
ther, as  regularly  as  anyother  disease  would, 
and  then^  as  soon  as  it  ceased  in  one  place, 
it  would  begin  in  another.  It  was  said 
that  it  broke  out  in  the  Mauritius,  3000 
miles  ftom  a  place  where  it  had  prevailed, 
bnt  it  nas  after  a  vessel  bad  arrived  from 
that  K(H>t.  Certainly,  if  you  read  the  ac- 
counts of  the  dinease  as  it  appeared  fn  dif. 
ferent  counfrit  you  find  a  mass  of  evi- 
dence tending  to  prove  that  it  is  conta. 
gious,  and  then  yon  find  a  mass  of  doubt, 
ful  circuinstanees  whidi  nnsettle  year 
mind  again. 

Now  I  need  not  say  that  it  turned  at 
last  towards  Europe,  and  proceeded  pur- 
suing a  north  westerly  direction,  till  at  lajst 
it  has  reached  this  country,  and  with  all 
tiie  observations  that  can  be  made,  it  is 
still  a  TiKitlerof  doubt  whether  it  is  conta- 

fiuus  or  not ;  but  the  particulars  observed 
ere  and  on  the  continent  perfectly  agree 
witli  what  I  have  stated,  namely,  that  the 
poor  have  b(  en  aftVcted  much  more  than  the 
rich,  and  that  those  who  are  the  worst  fed, 
dothed,  and  lodged,  have  all  suffered  in 
the  greatest  degree.  We  have  a  striking 
example  of  this  so  far  as  the  disease  has 
hitherto  proceeded  in  contrasting  its  ra- 
vages in  London  with  those  it  has  made  in 
Paris.  Here  the  greater  part  of  the  peo- 
ple are  well  tvAy  better  ied  than  in  anjr 
other  part  of  the  world:  they  eat  more 
Hesh,  and  that  flesh  is  of  such  a  quality  as 
is  scarcely  lo  be  found  in  any  other  eoun. 
try ;  besides  which,  they  are  better  clothed 
and  more  comfortable,  arnl  in^tead  of 
trashy  wines,  they  have  good  sound  ale 
and  porter  and  molt  liquor  of  all  hinds; 
but  in  Paris  the  air  is  had ;  the  people  have 
very  little  water,  and  the  water  for  the 
purposes  of  consuming  is  very  Imd;  the 
inhabitants  nie  crowded  together,  I  know 
not  how  many  families  in  a  house,  with 
little  ventilation;  the  streets  are  narrow, 
and  together  with  this  the  bouses  are 
dirty;  the  p«»pulation  live  on  what  we 
Englishmen  coiisider  trash,  not  roast  beef 
and  mutton,  but  all  sorts  of  dishes  made 
up  of  bread  and  vegetables,  with  a  little 
meat  boiled  in  water  to  colour  it,  or  to 
give  it  a  flavour;  and  drink  not  good  beer, 
bnt  thin  wine:  and  we  all  know  that  this 
disease  has  committed  infinitely  more  ra- 
vages, done  infinitely  more  mischief  there, 
than  it  has  here.  TliiN  completely  accords 
with  what  was  observed  in  India. 

Question  t/  Contagion, — In  regard  to  con- 
tagion, we  nave  in  this  conntrf  many  oh- 
servations  which  tend  to  shew  that  the 
disease  is  contagious,  and  then  we  have 
cases  occurring  where  we  cannot  ima< 
gine  communication  could  have  taken 
place.    You  will  see  in  the  JUboicai. 
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Oasktts  (foL  X.  31)  a  reference  to  • 

work  by  Dr.  Uaslcwood,  in  which  se- 
veral facts  are  mentioned  which  go  to 
shew  the  cuntuu:iousness  of  the  disease, 
mod  these,  tot^ether  with  Ihcts  which  I 
have  no  I  iced  myself,  hare  created  a  strong 
su&^iicioa  in  my  mind  that  it  is  contagious; 
bat  while  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that, 
yet  I  nrn  vnlisfic  d  that  it  will  fiprcafl  with- 
out coiitagiua  at  all.    It  may  spread  inde- 

rdently  of  contagion ;  bat  if  the  disea<« 
•  loeur  in  an  iixli vidual,  I  cannot  l  uf 
think  that  that  individual  may  commuui. 
cate  it  to  another.  Of  course  you  wiU 
find  a  large  number  of  exceptions  to  its 
spwadinj?,  where  you  might,  a  prioriy  ex- 
pect that  it  would  spread.  The  disease 
lUtt  gntA  difficulty  in  attacking  those  who 
are  in  good  healtu  and  well  ofl',  and  in  this 
respect  it  differs  from  svphili.s,  itch,  and 
■maU  pox,  ud  therefinv  though  thousaiids 
may  be  exposed  to  the  e<»ntai?ion  of  the 
disease,  if  contagioa  exist*  yet  they  will  be 
almost  sure  to  escape.  This  most  be 
taken  into  consideration  when  you  consider 
whether  the  disease  is  contagious  or  not. 
If  a  number  of  persons  be  exposed  to  it, 
and  eseaue,  yet  this  is  not^Bgf  moM  than 
We  should  expect. 

Fatalitjf. — lu  regard  to  the  fatality  of 
the  disease,  it  was  observed  in  India  that 
isncb  good  was  done  bymcdi<  al  treatment. 
It  is  said  that  at  Bombay,  where  there  were 
from  dOO/NK)  to  290,000  inhabitants,  there 

^  f  iv  1 0,0  !.*>  eases :  of  these,  1291  took  no 
luedicinc,  and  ail  died ;  but  where  mcdi. 
dne  was  employed,  the  deaths  were  re- 
duced to  six-sixths  per  cent.  It  was  sup- 
po.sed  ih^'Tf.  at  least  it  was  stated  so  in  books 
at  the  iHue,  that  by  the  administration  of 
large  dmvs  of  calomel  aud  opium,  ocea- 
fiional  bleeilint,%  and  the  hot  bath,  great 
good  was  ejected,  and  that  many  lives 
were  saved.  Some  pefsons  gave  ««lomeI 
in  small  doses,  and  some  ga\  (  rnples, 
with  a  drachm  uf  laudanum,  altering  this 
according  to  drcnmstanees.  Others  bled 
tht  ir  patient  .  \\  hen  tlif  \  eould  get  blood 
to  come,  and  it  was  said  that  that  treat- 
Kient  was  also  vcrv  successful.  Some 
piactitioners  adopted  botli  plans.  Some 
jecomni»'nd(  d  stn»ni,'l  Y  the  use  of  magnesia 
and  ijlher  absorbeuUi  indeed,  oue  cele- 
brated writer  says,  that  magnesia  and  ah* 
sorbent  spreifus  hare  saved  thousands  of 
lives.  Such  was  the  treatment  there,  and 
the  succ(»a  was,  as  I  have  stated,  oonsi' 
dered  to  be  very  great. 

Sij/mt-dhnkert  mo$t  UabU  to  the  diseau,'^ 
I  did  not  mention  that  it  was  well  ascer- 
tained, that  not  only  \v!io  were  ^a'llv 
off,  and  in  bad  healili  in»m  some  other  dis- 
ease, hot  those  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
drinking  spirits,  have  in  London  been  very 
liable  to  the  disease.   I  do  not  know  that 


such  an  observation  was  made  in  bidia, 

but  I  presume  that  drunkards  there  suf- 
fered tne  same  as  here.  In  Europe,  how- 
ever, it  is  an  undoubted  fact,  that  that  por- 
tion of  the  lower  orders  who  had  every 
thing  calculated  to  make  them  in  ^fuA 
health,  but  who  indulged  in  spirit  drink- 
ing, were  sure  to  suffer;  and  this  has  been 
observed  with  regard  to  other  diseases. 
However  well  persons  may  be  off,  yet  if 
thdr  body  be  enfeebled  ther  are  rendered 
increasingly  liable  to  the  diM  ase. 

Treatment,— in.  regard  to  the  treatment 
in  this  country,  I  cannot  but  think  that  if 
all  the  patients  had  been  left  alone,  the 
mortality  would  Imve  In  en  the  same  as  it 
has  been.  I  liiinli.  that  if  nil  the  persons 
attacked  with  cholera  li  id  l)oen  put  into 
warm  beds,  made  comlo;  tahir,  and  left 
aion^  although  many  would  have  died 
who  have  been  saved,  yet  I  think  altoge- 
ther the  mortality  would  not  have  been 
reater  than  after  all  tliat  has  been 
one ;  for  we  are  not  in  the  least  mors  in* 
formed  as  to  the  proper  remedies  than  we 
were  when  the  first  case  of  cholera  oc- 
curred ;  wc*  have  not  been  instructed  in  the 
least  by  those  who  have  bad  the  disease  to 
treat.  'Some  say  that  they  have  cured  the 
disease  by  bleeding,  others  by  calomel, 
others  by  opium ;  and  others  agmn  say  that 
opium  does  harm.  Nodoubt  many  p" or  rrcn 
tures  Iiave  died  uncomfortably,  who  would 
have  died  tranquilly  if  nothing  had  been 
done  to  them.  Some  have  been  placed  in  hot 
water,  Jiot  air,  and  bad  opium  and  calomel, 
and  other  stimulants,  which  altogether 
has  been  more  than  their  system  would 
bear,  and  more  tliau  what  would  hare- 
been  borue,  li  tliey  had  been  m)  treated  in 
perfect  health. 

I  am  sorry  to  sav,  that  of  the  cases  I 
have  had  to  treat,  the  patients  bare  nearly 
all  died.  I  tried  two  or  three  sorts  of 
treatment  Some  had  opium  and  calomel 
in  large  and  full  doses,  but  they  died. 
Hot  air  was  applied  externally,  and  I  got 
two  to  breathe  hot  air.  I  had  a  tnlie  pass- 
ed through  boiling  water,  m»  that  they 
might  inhale  hot  air.  It  was  found  in 
vain  to  attempt  to  warm  peoide  by  hot  air 
applied  extt  rnally;  they  were  nearly  as 
cold  o-s  before  ;  you  could  not  raise  their 
temperature,  aiid  therefore  I  thought  of 
mnlsii'u'  rf  rm  breathe  but  nir;  but  both 
putieiiLs  died  aimat  the  period  that  death 
usually  takes  place. 

It  has  been  said  that  saline  treatment 
was  likely  to  be  of  use,  and  I  accordingly 
tried  it  in  some  patients.  At  first  I  exhi' 
biti  i!  half  a  drachm  of  carbonate  of  soda 
every  hour,  and  thinking  that  might  not 
be  quite  enough,  I  exhibited  a  drucbm ; 
and  in  one  patient  at  8t  Thomas's  Hoq»t- 
tal  1  ordered  an  iiyection  coottynitiy  an 
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onnoe  of  the  Mine  remedy ;  hut  the  greater 

?art  of  it  came  away,  and  the  patient  died, 
lot  air  was  used  ia  this  case  as  in  the 

others. 

<  hemical  qualUiet  of  ihs  blood  and  diject  'umt. 
— Tliis  leads  me  to  spe  ak  of  the  chemical 
qualitieH  of  the  blood,  and  of  the  discbarge 
Oom  the  alimeatBiy  canal.  It  has  been 
said  that  the  contents  of  the  latft-r  were 
alkaline ;  but  1  have  examined  Uiat  puiot 
in  leivrml  eases  where  no  alkali  hnd  beat 
taken,  aiul  m  )  far  from  the  obserration  be. 
ing  correct,  I  found  them  exoeediogljracid. 
In  the  oaae  of  a  man  who  was  brae  from 
head  to  foot,  and  who  had  twitches  after 
death,  the  contents  of  the  stomach  were 
exceedingly  acid,  but  were  less  and  less  so 
•s  we  went  downwards,  till  we  got  to  the 
lan^c  intestines,  nnt!  therr  they  were  natu- 
ral. In  the  paticut  who  took  laige  doses  of 
the  earbonate  of  soda,  and  had  «n  onnoe 
thrown  np,  thr  contents  of  the  <;tnninrh 
were  then  only  neutral,  while  liiose  of  the 
intestines  were  acid ;  and  then  when  we 
came  to  the  rectum,  where  some  of  the 
carbonate  of  soda  still  n  mained,  weretliey 
alkaline.  The  cases  Uiat  I  have  examined 
have  not  been  numerous,  but  in  all  of  tbem 
the  contents  hare  been  ]'rin<  i pally  acid, 
and  in  no  case  were  they  aikuliue  except 
in  the  one  I  have  just  mentioned. 

Dr.  O'Shaughnt  ssy  lia^  ]niblished  some 
obeeorations  and  ckperimeata  on  this  sub- 
ject. He  says,  the  snnunary  of  my  ex 
pcriments  may  be  described  as  denoting  a 
great  but  variable  deficiency  of  water  in 
the  blood,  in  four  malignant  ebolera  cases ; 
a  total  abesnee  of  carbonate  of  soda  in 
twc» ;  ifs  o<'currcnce  in  an  almost  infinite?*. 
»iuiuiiY  suiali  proportion  iu  oue^  and  a 
lemaniable  diminution  of  the  other  saline 
incjedicnts."  It  would  appear  from  these 
four  cases,  that  there  is  less  serum  in  the 
blood,  and  therefore  you  see  why  it  is 
llrieker  in  this  disease  than  in  health;  and 
tliere  is  also  leas  saline  ingredients  in  it. 
•  Again,"  he  say.s,  **  in  the  dejections 
passed  by  one  of  the  patients  wliose  blood 
was  analysed,  we  hnd  preponderance  of 
alkali,  and  we  recover  the  other  saline 
natten  deficient  in  the  blood."  Thus'  he 
!iupposes  that  the  blood  loses  its  .saline 

Jjarticles,  that  they  are  discharged  into  the 
atestinae»  and  that  yon  find  them  there  in 
the  same  i^rnpf^rtion  as  the  blood  has  lost 
them,  liut  although  that  may  be  the  caite, 
it  is  not  clear  that  the  ^ecUons  ai^  of  an 
alkaline  quality— that  is  to  say,  that  there 
is  an  excess  of  alkali  in  them. 

In  regard  to  the  treatment,  I  really  can 
tt'll  you  nothing  ;  hut  T  kn<nv  tfiat  j)atienta 
feel  intense  heat  within,  and  intense  thint, 
and  find  great  comfort  arise  from  eold 
drinks.  1  understand  that  in  Vienna  the 
eufttom  was  to  allow  ice,  which  tiie  pa- 


ttottta  took  with  great  avMily,  and  d«ifad 
gnat  comfort  mm  it 

DISORDtRS  OF  THE  DIGESnVB 

ORGANS. 

The  disease  of  which  !  shall  now  speak 
is  commonly  called  iiKliguiiniii ;  hut  I 
Would  mther  speak  nf  it  under  the  dena. 
mination  of  disnrtli  r  nt'  the  digestive  or- 
gans at  large,  because  indigestion  appUee 
to  affeetfons  simply  of  the  stomach,  wncre* 

as  this  affection  imi'lii  ati  s  the  int»  stiiirs 
as  well  as  the  stomach,  and  indeed  all  the 
organs  concerned  not  only  in  chylification 
but  in  excretion. 

N'ow  (r»/Mr»»*(!(in  is  usually  termed  in  mf*- 
diciue  dyipqiMu,  iimi  vou  will  .sometiinet 
findit mentioned  umirr  the  name  ofapeptia; 
the  one  meiLtiuii;  (iitFicult  di^^i'stion,  the 
otlier  no  digei>Uun  at  all,  and  the  third 
slow  digestion.  However,  dieee  all  mean 
prci  is(Tv  the  same  tiling-. 

We  are  now,  therefore,  to  consider  that 
derangement  of  the  digertiTe  organs  whidi 
is  generally  attended  with  indis^estion, 
but  many  of  the  .«ymptoms  of  which  take 
place  without  indigestiou.  Many  persons 
wilt  digest  very  well,  and  yet  w'hen  they 
have  no  food  in  the  stomach  they  are  filled 
with  wind:  but  ihis  ceases  on  food  beiii|p 
taken. 

Sympathetic  Deravgtment. — Tf  any  nrtrrin 
in  the  body  suffer  severely,  the  stomach  is 
very  ranch  disposed -to  ^rmpathixe  with  It. 
The  stomach,  the  heart,  and  the  head,  are 
particularly  affected  when  any  material 
derangement  occnrs  in  the  frame ;  the  slo. 
mach  more  particularly,  pcriiaps,  than 
either  of  the  others,  and  the  intestines 

Seuerally  become  more  or  less  affected  at 
lie  same  time.  You  know  that  in  all 
acMte  diseases,  in  all  violent  accidents,  the 
Stomach  feels  the  shock ;  there  is  anorexiay 
loss  of  appetite,  f^quently  nausea  and 
vomiting, and  either costirtnrs-  (ir  purcriucr. 
The  feces  gcnexaily  become  deuravt^  in 
their  quality,  nneaidness  is  uensilly  fdt  in 
the  stomach  or  intestines,  and  there  is 
perhaps  even  pain  and  tenderness.  Very 
frequently  the  patient  is  rendered  more 
uncomlbrtalile  from  the  sympathetic  dis- 
turbance of  tlu*  stomneh  nnd  bowels  than 
from  the  original  aUecliou  itself.  In  chro- 
nic di.sea»e8  (as,  foT  instance,  in  diseases 
of  t!ir  lipnrt,  liver,  and  lungs,)  th(  stomach 
and  lutcstines  are  most  materially  aiiected. 

Bat  boddes  time  dfccts— mere  sympa- 
thetic  circumstances  from  thr  drrnnu*  meat 
of  other  nrg^ans—we  have  these  parts  de- 
ranged originally* 

Syvtptonn. — I  will  now  pn>ceed  to  con- 
sider all  the  symptoms  which  characterize 
those  affections  which  pass  evenr  day  nader 
the  name  of  dmuigenMBt  of  toe  digestiva 
organs. 
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AHoru  'M,^ln  Hbm  lint  place,  Uw  of  ftp« 

petite  is  »  very  common  symptom  ;  and 
this  is  called,  in  medical  language,  a;iorefi<2, 
from  a,  priv.  and  ogt^ts.  Sometimes, 
howeTer,  the  appetite  is  imt  lost,  it  is  only 
irregolar;  the  patient  being  able  to  eat 
wdf  one  day,  though  he  cannot  eat  ano- 
ther. Sometimes  the  anorexia  amounts 
to  loathing— the  patient  not  only  cannot 
eat,  but  the  idea  of  it  disgusts  him. 

Pica.— J>omelini€s  the  appetite  is  not 
deficient  simply,  but  is  depraved;  which 
is  nariicularlY  seen  in  females,  and  is 
called  pica.  '  You  will  sometimes  see 
young  ladies  l<»nf?  for  r)m!k,  rinders, 
sand,  and  they  will  bite  glass,  muuch  it, 
and  when  it  is  email  enough  they  will 
swallow  soini  of  it.  I  saw  a  lady  the 
other  day  who  ate  brown  paper— not  hot- 
pressed  and  gilt-edged,  but  thrown  paper, 
ohe  longed  for  something  to  eat,  but  did 
not  know  w)iat  ;  she  wished  for  something 
that  she  iiad  never  ate  before,  but  t>he 
could  not  tell  what,  noreonld  I.  I  bare 
beard  <  f  cn-^e'!  where  the  patient  longed 
for  raw  tic&h,  uud  even  live  flesh ;  so  that 
eome  have  eaten  lire  kittene  (thie  ie  an 
absolute  fact)  and  rats.  In  the  same 
way  some  have  been  known  to  long 
for  the  contents  of  envfRsn,  and  even 
for  manure.  One  man's  case  is  de« 
scribed  who  ate  a  live  pig,  leaving  the  in- 
testines, but  after  a  little  while  lie  ate 
them  also.  There  ia  a  case  i1escril>ed  at 
Ibll  length  in  a  <^  rman  work,  of  n  boy 
who  had  such  a  longing  for  lime  that  he 
ate  all  the  mortar  he  could  pick  out  of  the 
wall ;  and  being  well  horsewliii  i  *  -I  fur  it, 
he  then  commenced  on  a  neigbWur  *  wall : 
the  nei|rl>bottr,  however,  imauRtd  it  with  a 
decoction  of  wormwood,  in  »ir(l(  r  to  jjre- 
Ten!  him,  and  he  could  no  longer  relish  it; 
bnt  he  Umi  went  to  the  kennel  in  the 
etfeet  and  eucked  up  the  sand.  He  had  a 
desire  for  somrthTnc;^  dirty.    After  this  he 

Sot  to  some  quu  k  Uuie,  and  was  forced  to 
rink  a  large  ({uantity  of  water,  to  extia. 
t^nisfi  Ills  tliirst.  The  ^ntirous  membrane 
within  im<i  a  di.Htaste  for  what  is  called 
good  food,"  but  in  other  respects  he  wae 
quite  well.  I  recollect  having  rtad  of  a 
girl,  and  also  of  a  student  at  Ley  den,  who 
alwBjt  ate  aplden  when  Aey  could  get 

them,  niul  no  hami  nr.-'^r  fmni  it.  I  have 
read  of  a  man  who  disliked  bread,  and 
nerer  ate  it;  bnt  he  was  sebsed  with  a 
quartan  ague,  and  then  ate  a  large  quan- 
Uty :  he  recovered  from  the  agne.  nnn  the 
disgufet  towards  bread  returned  again.  You 
know  that  tbii  disease  oocors  even  in  moral 
young  women  who  do  not  menstruate 
well,  as  I  mentioned  when  speaking  of 
cUoflDaitj  and  many  pregnant  women  nave 
iOiBM  Strange  longing  of  this  dc^ription. 
Ereiy  one  must  have  met  with  oircum- 
sittcee  of  women  longing  Ibr  wbat  it  wm 


dilBealt  to  get— longing  for  things  ont  of 
season.  There  was  one  who  longed  for  a 
bit  of  the  priest's  sleeve,  and  contrived  to 
get  at  it  and  bite  it ;  not  caring  for  his  ex- 
commuiiirntion.  T  could  ri  tnte  cases  al- 
most without  end  of  this  dcbcnption.  One 
dipped  ber  bread  in  a  tar-tnb.  T  never 
met  with  these  extreme  cases,  but  every 
one  must  have  read  of  instances  of  this 
nature. 

Bu/imto.— Sometimes,  however,  the  ap. 
petite  is  excessive,  so  that  ]»r'ople  will  eat 
an  immense  quantity,  uiul  this  is  called 
bulimia.  You  will  recollect  that  I  men- 
tioned, when  si>efikini:  oT  fi  ver,  that  this 
has  sometimes  occurred  as  a  temnorary 
symptom  of  another  discaee.  Peoaleimi 
cat  many  imunds  of  meat  and  bieftlBdio 
course  of  a  day. 

Kam$m  and  FtfnsifM^.—Residee  Ibeee  af- 
fiK;tions,  the  stomadb  sometimes  experi- 
ences attacks  of  nansea  and  vomiting. 
Some  vomit  only  the  food  they  take,  others 
vomit  a  viscid  seeretion;  some  vomit  more 
or  less  fon-tnntly,  and  same  vomit  only  in 
the  muruing — and  in  the  latter  case  it 
usnally  arises  from  4Mnking.  When  the 
disease  has  hcconjc  very  «;ovrrp,  some  will 
vomit  on  the  slightest  motion.  Then 
again,  yon  will  mqnently  find  people^ 
labouring  under  this  affection,  complain 
of  intense  thirst,  and  their  tongue  is  foul 
and  cuiend  with  a  yellow  or  a  creamy 
moons.  Sometimes  it  is  whit^  dry,  and 
brtwn  ;  but  whatever  appearance  it  has,  it 
u  worst  in  the  morning.  It  is  frequently 
red  at  the  same  time,  either  at  the  tip  or 
the  edges.  Sometimes  it  is  the  papillae 
only  that  are  red;  they  ai> pear  separate, 
like  grannies  of  eayenne  i>ep))cr.  Somo* 
times  the  Innmn"  i-^  n  d  mII  nwr,  nvnl  then 
it  may  be  moist  or  dry^  glared,  or  dry  and 
cracked. 

Fartid  BrsetAb— There  is  fleqnently  ftetor 

of  the  breath.  Sometimes  the  smell  is 
sour,  sumeliiue.H  it  gives  you  ilic  idea  of 
eoor  fleiby  sometimes  it  is  like  cabbage- 
water,  and  occasionally  it  is  absolutely 
faecal— so  that  it  is  iinpoiisible  to  stand 
near  a  patient  who  has  vniat  is  commonly 

called  'I  sj;!r:l:i;  t  hiiniwv.     T  mmtifMird  that 

the  most  Jiorrid  kiud  of  fuelid  breath  fre- 
quently arises  from  a  depraved  seerethm 

within  the  lon'^I]^.  Of  course  you  ^vill 
have  a  diseased  odour  of  the  breath  from 
other  cirenmstances  than  any  of  these. 
It  will  arise  from  a  <fiseased  bone,  and 
sometimes  even  from  carious  teeth.  This 
is  not  su  di.sagrc-caUle  to  others,  but  it  is 
veij  unpleasant  to  the  patient  himself, 
from  there  being  n  bnd  taste  in  hi^  month. 
Sometimes  the  taste  is  bitter,  and  M>me- 
times  they  say  it  is  particnlarly  oflensivek 

Krttciat'umi. — Knirtattnn«;  nrc  rrrv  t-nrn 
mon  in  this  affection,  and  these  may  be 
dther  simple  or  ftsUd.  Tlioia  whkh  «m 
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inodorous  are  generally  experit  nc!  1  v  hcn 
tile  stomach  is  empty,  and  probably  aris>e 
trim  B  seeretioB  of  eir  bj  the  snifaoe  of 

the  stomach;  but  those  which  are  foetid 
arise,  I  presume,  from  the  contents  of  the 
stomach  undergoing  a  certain  degree  of 
fermentation,  or  sometimes  from  the  pa- 
tient being  costive.  It  appenrs  that  n  ].«ir- 
tion  of  the  fsDcnl  odour,  if  not  thf  la:ct;s, 
is  absorbed ;  i  or  some  persons  who  are  ex* 
cecfltnirly  e<»sti\i'  have  very  firtid  eructa- 
tions, which  arc  removed  by  regulating 
their  bowels.  In  some  persons,  it  is  only 
whi  n  (  crtain  articles  arc  taken  that  tlie 
breath  becomes  oflensive — something  of 
sulphurated  hydrogen  is  giron  off  from 
the  substances. 

Watrrxf  Fluid. — It  is  very  common  for 
the  mouth  to  become  filled  with  wulery 
fluid,  and  often  Teiy  suddenly.  Some, 
times  you  will  sec  the  patient's  nmnth  con 
stantlj  open  :  i  have  seen  patients  spit  a 

flint  a  day.  Occasionally  the  flnid  is  taste- 
ess,  but  more  frequently  it  is  <nll,  or  sour, 
and  oceasitmaily  it  is  verv  acrid  indeed  — 
it  contains  a  large  quantity  of  muriatic 
acitl.  I  believe  it  is  often  felt  to  be  very 
cold ;  patients  complain  of  its  coming  up 
as  if  it  proceeded  immediately  from  a 
spring. 

fly  id  Mitnn.  —  Indc  peudentlynf  tli  is  fluid, 
there  is  frequently  an  excessive  quutitity  of 
viscid  mncns,  chiefly  hanging  from  the  pha- 
rvn\,  nnd  cunsintr  a  constant  desire  on  the 
part  of  tlie  patient  to  hawk  it  up.  Many 
ca«es  of  this  description  are  mistaken  for 
affections  of  the  air-passages.  1  niNstlf 
was  for  some  time  completely  in  the  dark 
rc.sj)ecting  it,  conceiving  that  persons  had 
a  constant  disehurge  from  the  air-passages 
when  they  had  aotliing  more  than  indi- 
gestion. 

Suba>nee»  vomited,— The  vomiting  may 
be  ritlicr  simple  food  which  lias  become 
cxcecdinglv  sour  and  acrid,  or  fwtid,  or  it 
nay  be  bile;  so  that  yon  have  every  va- 
rirty  of  vdinitin^^,  just  as  you  have  every 
variety  in  regard  to  the  appetite,  in  regard 
to  the  appearance  of  the  tongue,  and  in 
ref^rd  to  the  eructations. 

('ii3tro  'tiniaand  Pyiosh.  — Todescend  lower, 
lUvrc  is  tightness  and  fulness  of  the  abdo- 
men, dliclly  at  the  epigastrium,  and  chiefly 
after  mcol*?:  frcijuently  there  is  nn  aching 
and  sometimes  exce&hivf  pain  there.  Oc- 
casionally this  is  experienced  only  after 
meals,  and  oeeasionally  only  \^  In  n  the 
stomach  is  empty.  This  pain,  it'  it  be  un- 
accompanied witfi  inflammation,  passes 
uTid<  r  the  name  of  gastrodynia  ;  and  if 
with  this  there  is  a  flow  of  fluid  into  the 
month,  the  two  circumstances  together  are 
cnlled  p}fnt$if. 

The  imin  is  .sometimes  sudden, comc«  on 
In!>tantly,  or  at  hast  "very  rapidly,  and  is 
excruciaiiog.  It  darts  back  pefhaps  to  the 


spine,  caases  the  rxtrrmitics  and  face  to 
become  cold,  the  pulse  to  be  small,  and 
the  surface  pale.  It  p  asses  nnder  the  naapo 

of  "  spasm  of  the  stomach."    Very  frc- 

Suently,  at  the  same  time  there  is  n  lar^e 
ischarge  of  ilutu^thruugii  the  a'^ophagus, 
which  is  usually  inodorous.  I'his  pain 
frequently  runs  to  the  left  shonlder  and 
du\^  n  tliu  left  arm,  like  the  pain  experi- 
enced in  angitia  ptetoru.  I  have  known  it 
run  down  both  arms,  and  also  run  up  the 
jaws  and  along  the  teeth.  Sudden  attaclis 
of  this  affection  are  seen  more  commonly 
in  women  than  in  men.  The  pain  is  not 
always  felt  precisely  in  the  situation  of  the 
stomach  itself,  but  occasionally  in  the 
shoulder-blades  and  occasionally  in  the 
ribs  — even  in  those  which  are  not  over  the 
stomach,  though  the  pain  is  dependent  on 
that  organ.  In  my  own  case,  I  have  oeea- 
sionally  labonred  nnder  this  pain  severely, 
and  I  liavc  been  able  to  get  rid  of  it  by  put- 
ting my  fingen  into  ray  tnmat  and  diacbarpr. 
ing  a  quantity  of  sonr  stuff.  When  thej  aiu 
in  the  ribs  returned  again  (and  which,  if 
1  had  not  paid  attention  to  the  stomach,  I 
could  not  have  believed  arose  from  that 
onjan),  hy  makintf  so  slight  an  effurt  as 
hardly  Ui  Ite  eallcd  vomiting,  but  sulfieieut 
to  discharsic  a  quantity  of  stufl"  like  bird- 
lime, I  liave  invariably  found  if  take  tlie 
pain  away.  The  paiu  is  sometimes  fidt 
even  at  a  distance— in  the  calves  of  the 
le^s.  Fre<|uently,  when  there  is  mueh 
disturbance  of  the  stomach,  the  legs  fall 
into  a  state  of  violent  cramp;  the  moat 
common  cause  of  w  hich  IM  the  ptVMiee  of 
acid  in  the  stornai  h. 

Cardiulgia. — Ucsidcs  thivspasmodic  pain, 
which  comes  for  the  most  part  suddenly, 
or  if  it  exist  constantly  is  attended  with 
exacerbations,  and  is  not  increased  by 
pressure,  there  is  frequently  inflamasatorf 
pain — not  i:;istniil\  nia,  but  gastritir  pain, 
so  that  the  HloHuu:h  is  tender  on  pressure, 
and  all  inpresta  produce  great  agony.  A 
sensation  nfheat  is  induced  there,  and  up 
the  throat.  In  some  cases  you  wiU  find  a 
throbbing  of  the  epigastrium,  a  violent 
pulsation,  which  has  been  mistaken,  no 
doubt,  over  and  over  a^ain,  for  aueurism, 
and  which  patients  themselves  are  in- 
clined to  believe  is  aneurism,  because  in 
this  slate  of  thins^s  they  are  nnu  h  disposed 
to  dcupoud.  This  has  becu  culleti  cardial- 
gioy  and  has  been  referred  by  Sauvages  to 
a  nnnbid  sensibility  of  the  i  nrt.  Dr. 
Baillie  wrote  a  paper  on  tins  subject  in 
the  first  volume  of  tne  Transactions  of  the 
College  of  Phvsieians*,  in  which  he  stated 
that  be  had  i>ticn  consulted  several  times 
on  this  affection,  and  which  had  been  sup- 
posed to  be  aneurism,  but  he  had  n<tl 
found  it  todei»end  upon  that.  He  opened 
persons  who  died  from  some  other  disease 
while  labouring  nnder  this,  and  found  no. 
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thinff.    It  is  a  oommon  «3rm]ltoiii,  one 

v  ]j  f  hrivf  frecjncntly  been  constilttd 
upon,  but  ^ou  find  no  tumor.  On  press- 
is^  tbe  part  yon  feel  the  ihape  as  nsnal, 
and  you  find  at  the  same  time  a  great  de- 
pression of  spiriU,  and  more  frequently 
than  not  various  symptoms  of  disorder  of 
the  digestivi-  or-runs.  On  looking  over 
Sauvai^es  I  find  he  has  described  it  as  a 
dyspeptic  symptom,  and  has  referred  it  to 
a  morbid  Musibility  of  tbe  arterial  syistem 
of  the  part.  He  says  it  is  certain  tliat  the 
gastric  arteries  ana  the  aorta,  although 
not  affected  with  anenriam,  yet  in  tbrae 
who  nre  constaiitl\  !i\  itoclioiulriacal  and 
bystericalf  acQuire  an  viiquisite  sensibility, 
and  prodace  tnis  state.  Oeeastonally  the 
heat  is  far  beyond  what  1  hare  just  mention- 
ed; it  h  a  burning  pain,  and  patients 
uiiually  iiptak  of  it  as  a  ouming  sensation. 

It  arises  in  most  instances  fVom  the 
quantity  of  acid  producf  <1  re  ;  nud 
if  there  be  any  inflammation  ot  tiic  uiu- 
wo»  meubrane,  the  pain  will  be  proper, 
tionntely  severe. 

Jtttntitutl  tympioms, — The  boweio  ore  ge- 
nerally iiT^:ttlar,  and  for  the  most  part 
thev  art'  torjiitl,  b  it  sometimis  tliry  are 
relaxed ;  in  other  cases  you  find  an  alter- 
nation of  costiveness  and  relaxation,  so 
that  they  are  never  right  The  fapcea  too 
are  frequently  nnlnalthy;  frequently  you 
observe  them  iumj>yi  but  they  are  of  va- 
rious morbid  oonuatency,  and  of  variont 
morbid  eolonrs,  and  frequently  they  arc 
not  uf  their  u.sual  smell.  Sometimes  there 
it  a  gnvat  want  of  bile,  and  sometimes 
there  is  even  a  degree  of  icterus.  Fr.>in 
the  irritation  of  the  stomach  the  urine 
uraally  becomes-  high-oolonred,  bnt  at 
other  times,  es|HtialIy  when  there  is  a 
great  quantity  of  wind  generated  in  the 
stomoen  itsell,  the  urine  becomes  excessive 
in  quajitity,  and  pale,  just  as  in  asthma. 

Stfmptonn  induced  in  distant  organs.  —  Other 
parts  of  the  body,  however,  snffcr  as  wtll 
as  till-  k'aHtro.intestinal,  or,  as  it  is  used  to 
be  calleil,  tin-  alimentary  cannl.  TIxti-  is 
fireqnently  heiwlache,  either  general, or  par- 
ticnlarly  in  the  forehead,  and  very  fire, 
quently  it  is  confined  to  one  parr  <  f  tbe 
forehead,  confined  to  one  brow  ^  and  sume- 
tiniM  it  is  intermittent,  someUnies  abso. 
lately  periodieal.  T  have  no  doubt,  how- 
ever, that  occasionally  this  headache  does 
not  arise  from  the  state  of  the  stomach ; 
for  disturbaneo  <if  that  organ  may  be  pr<t>- 
dneed  by  cold,  ur  vexation  of  mind,  and 
ihen  when  it  comes  to  be  very  severe  it 
will  make  a  person  sick.  On  the  other 
hand  it  crer^  (!:iv  rtri''  s  from  things  taken 
into  tlic  stunuieii  u  inch  disagree  with  it. 
I  mentioned  formerly  how  hereditarj-  this 
description  of  headache  is,  how  frf<pu  ntly 
we  see  it  in  fatiiers  and  children,  how  fre- 
(jiieutly  it  occurs  in  oiaoj  members  of  the 


same  family.   Sometimes  it  will  eome  on 

at  regular,  and  sometimes  at  irregular  in- 
tervails,  disappearing  perhaps  after  a  cer. 
tain  nnmber  of  years.  It  is  so  obstinate 
that  I  <ln  not  recollect  curing  a  case  of  it, 
though  I  have  tried  every  tiling  that  ooold 
be  devised. 

Frequently  in  this  disease  there  is  con  - 
fusion  of  mind;  patients  cannot  apply 
themselves  as  they  aid  l>efore  ;  tliey  cannot 
read  long,  and  I  ha\c  known  some  obliged 
to  give  up  study  altnireiijcr.  IVtjquently 
there  is  vertigo  and  heaviness  of  the  bead, 
and  also  sleepiness ;  bnt  on  the  other  hand, 
when  the  stomach  is  mudi  deranged  it  is 
eomnon  for  persons  to  lie  awaliei  they 
find  it  iinpcssible  to  go  to  slei  ]).  There  it 
frequently  too  a  ringing  in  the  ears — tyn- 
niti$  aitriiim  ;  and  specks  appearing  be- 
fore the  eyes— mM»r«f  volitantet.  There  is 
frequently  great  sadness,  great  depression 
of  spirits;  ]Mitients  are  very  restless  and 
fidgetty ;  and  sometimes  their  temper  is 
very  imgnlar,  so  that  yon  most  take  care 

not  to  sj^y  Tin;i  v  tliinL";  to  tin  m  whirh  at 
other  tiuics  you  may  »ay  with  impunity. 
Voltaire,  yon  will  recollect,  gives  special 
dirertiniis  to  tlio-e  guinc:  to  ask  a  favour  of 
the  i^rime  Minister.  He  tells  you  to 
ascertain  whether  they  have  had!  their 
bowels  opened  in  the  morning,  so  much 
d  ies  temper  dejieiid  u])on  the  alimentary 
canal,  i^le  .says  you  should  always  go  to 
the  valet  de  chambrey  atid  ask  if  all  has  gone 
on  regularly  ;  and  if  you  fjn<l  that  it  has, 
then  you  may  ask  your  favour.  The  heart 
also  sympathises;  there  is  fVeqnently  pal- 
jtitiition  in  the^e  cases,  and  sometinn  s  an 
intermittent  puLie.  Frequently  there  is 
night-mare,  or  terrific  drtams.  A  partial 
eonseiiiusiuss,  and  yet  an  inability  to  make 
a  voluntary  exertion,  comes  on  durine 
sleep ;  but  when  patients  can  make  an  el- 
fort,  they  imagine  thej  get  out  of  this 
condition.  Incubus  is  a  very  common 
symptimi.  There  is  frequently  loo  a  sense 
of  great  debility,  which  is  felt'partieolarly 
at  the  ])it  of  the  stomach.  Y(  n  hear  pa- 
tients complain  uf  this  cvcr^  day ;  they 
say  they  feel  as  if  their  inside  were  all 
n-"ne  to  dceny.  Sometimes  there  is  a  tre- 
mor of  tho'Wholc  bodv.  The  skin  liliew  isc 
suffers ;  it  is  generally  dry  and  cold,  but 
sometimes  it  is  hot. 

Now  true  dyspepsia — that  is  to  say,  those 
symptoms  which  depend  upon  the  stomach 
]>iTforming  its  functions  improperly,  and 
which  is  worse,  or  indeed  is  only  expe- 
rienced after  eating  (persons  sometimes 
have  merely  an  iuabihty  to  digest  (bod, 
and  are  very  well  s<»  long  as  there  is  no 
Uhk\  in  tlie  stumaeh)— is  attended  with 
other  sy m ptonis.  There  is  loss  of  appetite, 
intTiitin:;,  di'-tJtnt  pain,  and  the  other 
symptoms  whieii  1  liave  mentioned  j  hut 
yon  will  fVefiucntly  have  these  widiout 
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much  indigertkn.  Ton  wiU  find  piwiw 

comiilajn  of  a  great  sinking  at  the  pit  of 
the  stomach  i  thej  will  have  gastrodjirnia 
and  pjrosis,  and  jet  they  will  digest  tbeir 

food  well—have  no  dyspepsia,  although 
there  is  stomach  derangement.  They  are 
\cry  well  when  they  taKc  food,  and  only 
suffer  when  the  etomach  is  emjHv.  Some 
of  these  thincrs  tire  merely  called  indiges- 
tion. Some  patients  have  none  of  these 
wfmpUmut  and  some  may  have  one  or 
other,  or  both  together.  Persons  whn  suf- 
fer in  this  way  frequently  become  naie  and 
enadated ;  they  Irre  many  years,  but  they 
are  never  well ;  they  are  not  ill  enough  to 
die,  but  their  complexion  becomes  altered. 


PHY8I0L06ICAL0B8BRVATI0N8. 

By  PaoFEssoa  Mayo,  FJft.S.  &c 


In  eveij  miccessire  course  which  a  lee- 

tnrrr  delivers,  he  Hkriy  to  observe 
some  fact  or  relation  of  his  subject  which 
had  before  escaped  him.  The  following 
are  some  of  the  points  in  physiolog-^, 
which  I  either  saw  for  the  first  time  in 
my  last  course  of  lectures,  or  thought  I 
then  saw  more  i  ustiy  than  before. 

1.  It  is  well  Iniomi  that  the  fbau,  m 
the  neetahuhim  contaiTis  n  rn^himi  of 
fat  for  the  purpose  of  protcctiuff  the 
round  ligament  from  pressure.  Upon 
examintngf  the  relation  of  the  round 
liganirnt  to  that  cushion,  and  its  infln- 
ence  u|>ou  tlie  motions  of  the  joint,  the 
following  observations  will  be  found  to 
he  oonect.  The  round  ligament  is  at- 
tnrhed  to  the  mai^inal  or  inner  edtre  of 
the  fossa  in  the  acetabulum.  The  uirec- 
tion  of  its  fibres,  and  the  line  of  their 
attadhment,  la  such  that  when  placed 
upon  the  strrtrh  it  lies  in  the  long 
diameter  of  the  fossa.  Its  lenj^-tli  is  ex- 
actly equal  to  the  long  diameter  of  the 
fossa.  In  onler  to  place  it  on  theeCietdi, 
the  thi«;fh-hone  mti^t  he  rotated  in^vrirds. 
Its  use  is  to  limit  the  extent  to  which 
the  thigh-bone  can  be  rotated  inwards. 
The  ligament  which  Huiits  this  mo- 
tion i--  |i!  irctl  within  the  joint  (not  be- 
hind it, — uuou  the  analogy  of  the  liga- 
ment whicn  limits  rotation  outwaras, 
and  which  is  placed  externally  to  and 
beforr*  t})t'  joint),  in  onler  that  it  may 
not  impede  flexion  of  the  hip-joint.  In 
a  large  proportion  of  cases  of  disloca- 
lion  of  the  hip,  the  violence  which 
forces  the  bone  (»Mt  nf  the  socket  twists 
it  inwards:  the  round  ligameut|iu  these 


cases,  reaisti^  and  is  torn  before  disloca* 

tion  can  ensue.  The  notch  for  the  in- 
sertion of  the  round  lin^atnt-nf  is  bitnated 
below  the  axis  of  the  bead  of  the  femur^ 
to  withdrnw  the  ligament  from  the  ver- 
tical  pressure  of  the  trunk. 

2.  If  all  the  ligaments  of  the  knee- 
joint  but  the  crucial  ligaments  are  di- 
vided,  and  the  tibia  is  odd  im  such  • 
manner  as  to  prevent  its  rotation  oat- 
wards,  lateral  motion  of  th^  joint  i^ 
found  to  be  as  strictly  prevt:uu.-ii  <u>  he- 
fore,  and  Aat  in  every  position.  By 
what  mechanism  is  this  accomplished? 

The  crnrial  ligaments  of  the  kn.^e- 
joint  are  obii(j|Ue  in  tiieir  direcliou,  so 
that  the  antenor,  which  deeoends  oh* 
liqndy  iawaids,  may  be  supposed  to  act 
as  an  internal  lateral  Iii»^rtTnent ;  and  the 
posterior,  which  descenUik  obliquely  out- 
wards, may  he  supposed  to  act  aa  an  ex- 
ternal lateral  ligwnenL  Bot  to  act  aa 
lateral  ligaments  in  nnv  p»>*;ition  of  the 
joint,  the^  mubt  be  upon  the  stretch  in 
that  position ;  to  act  as  latend  ligameata 
in  eroT^  position  of  the  jei^  di^ 
must  be  on  the  stretch  in  every  position 
of  the  joint.  Thui,  in  fact,  is  the  case. 
The  acyoined  diaj^^ram  will  explain  in 
what  manner  tension  of  both  lignmcnla 
la  preserved  in  all  positions. 

The  diagram  represents  the  knee-joint, 
for  the  sdce  of  clearness,  withont  the 
patelli,  and  without  a  doee  appotaiiMi 
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of  the  articular  surfaces,  in  the  states  of 
exlension  and  flexion;  to&retber  with  the 
direction,  emeiMd  by  dotted  lines,  of 
the  erucia]  Jig^aments.  Tbe  line  A  D 
reprei^ts  tbe  posterior  or  internal  cru- 
cial lig-ament  aurini^  tbe  extension  of 
Ae  knee-joint  Tbe  curved  line,  D  £, 
represeTits  the  set^rnent  of  a  circle,  which 
tbe  point  of  insertion  of  tbe  lieament 
A  D  doMiibea  dniinj^  fleiion.  In  a  ai- 
milar  manner  the  hne  AB  repveaents 
tbe  course  of  the  anterior  or  external 
crucial  ligament,  and  tbe  line  B  C  tbe 
se^ent  of  a  drele  which  the  insertion 
ofA  B  deaeribea  dorio^  flexion.  It  b 
fvifleiit  that  tbe  po«(tcnor  crucial  liga- 
ment is  kept  con&uutly  on  tbe  stretch, 
in  consequence  of  the  posterior  surface 
of  tbe  condylea  being  made  an  arc  of 
a  circle,  the  cctttrp  of  which  is  the  point 
of  origin  of  the  posterior  crucial  liga- 
ment ;  and  Aat  tbe  anterior  crucial  liga- 
ment is  kept  constantly  upon  the  atreleh 
lhrtni^"h  the  flatness  of*  the  antrrior  and 
inferior  surface  of  the  condyles  of  tbe 
femur,  and  tbe  corresponding  flatness  of 
the  surface  of  tbe  head  of  the  tibia. 

Tin  '^aTTif  flitiipss  (if  the  inferior  and 
anterior  surface  of  the  condyles  it  is 
which  causes  both  tbe  crucial  ligaments 
to  concur  in  limiting  tbe  extension  of 
the  knee-joint.  If  the  surface,  in^li  mJ 
of  being  flat,  were  curved,  as  in  tlie 
imaginary  line  D  K,  it  is  evident  tbe 

^    ^  / 


ligaments  A  D,  A  B,  would  allow  of 
jMrton  fwnHKtdM  aa  well  aa  of  finatm 

backwardi^  <Xt  that  there  would  be  nO 
check  and  •support  at  the  full  extension. 

The  obliquity  of  tbe  two  crucial  liga- 
ments, in  relation  to  each  other,  pre- 
venta  rotation  of  the  tibia  at  the  kuee> 
ioint  inwards.  The  internal  l:it(  ral 
ligament  has  so  remarkable  a  breadth 
and  thieknesa  in  order  to  impede  rota- 
tion outwards. 

3.  I  believe  that  T  orie-Inally  pointed 
out  the  principle  upon  wliich  the  mitral 
and  tricuspid  valves  close  their  reapee- 
tive  auriculo-ventricular  openings.  This 
f'ffect  I  she^\  f  (1  to  he  tlie  necessary  con- 
sequence of  the  exclusive  insertion  of 
all  tbe  tendinous  cords  derived  from  one 
fleshy  column  into  the  a4iacent  sides 
of  two  adir\cent  projections  of  the  val- 
vular membranes.    The  following  dia- 

Sam  shews,  however,  more  jostly  than 
e  figures  in  nxy  "  Outlines  of  Phy- 
sifjlo^-v,"  thf  (  flict  of  the  mitral  valve 
in  action.  The  two  projections  of  tbe 
valvular  membrane  are,  as  it  ia  well 
known,  of  uneaual  size.  The  projec- 
tion, or  flap,  aajaccTit  to  the  opening 
into  the  aorta,  is  much  deeper  than  tbe 
other.  The  eifect  produced  when  the 
two  flapa  are  drawn  together,  may  be 
seen,  upon  a  dissection  of  tbe  hciirt,  to 
he  such  as  is  delineated  by  tbe  dotted 
Ime^k  ui  the  ac|joiuing  diagram.  The 
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mitral  valve,  iu  its  action,  not  merely 
doMS,  or  nearly  closes,  the  retrograde 

Siassnj^^c  tovvanl.s  the  auricle,  but  is 
Irawn  aside  iu  a  remarkable  manner 
from  coTeriof^  the  chaunel  towards  the 
aorta.  In  Uie  dia^am,  a  continued 
line  represents  llu-  valve  wlien  open. 

4.  Inn  perfect  sacrum,  the  posterior 
arches  of  the  three  uppermost  iahe  ver- 
tJebree  are  complete.  The  arches  of  the 
two  lowest  ave  incomplete.  Why  tliia 
di/r'TtTvc  "i* 

I  liad  ihat  tlie  arachnoid  cavuj  of  the 
theca  Tertebralis  terminatea  at  the  third 
aacral  bone.  As  low  down  as  the  arach- 
noid membrane  extends,  does  the  water 
of  the  vertebral  canal  ^which  Mageudie 
diaoovered  to  be  contained  between  the 
araclnioid  membrane  and  pia  mater) 
extend  As  low  do^  ti  as  the  water  of 
the  cord  extends,  is  the  support  of  a 
bony  canal  requir^  to  prevent  ita  undue 
accumulation.  -The  necessity  of  this 
support  is  shewn  hy  the  ttmior  which 
attends  a  spina  bifida.  The  arches  of 
the  lower  sacral  bones  are  tben  not  re- 
quired to  be  completed,  because  there 
IS  no  lon;jf»r  a  serous  cavity  to  support. 

I  may  take  this  opportunity  of  men- 
tioning, that  in  tbe  autumn  of  1831, 1 
dissected  with  ISIr.  Partridge  the  tbird 
division  of  the  nfth  nerve  in  a  specimen  in 
wbicb  tbe  bone  had  been  softened  by  ma- 
ceration in  muriatic  acid  and  water,  for 
tbe  purpose  of  examining  the  j^^an^lion 
olicum  and  it**  hrsmrhrs,  v\  h  is  fi«j^ured 
in  the  plates  iu  Dr.  Frederick  Ai'Uold*s 
work,  entitled  ^  Dcr  Kopftbeil  des  Ye- 
getativen  Nervensyatems  beim  Men. 
schen."  It  appeared  to  tis  tliat  in  t!i;it 
specimen  the  ganglion  oticum  did  not 
exist.  ^  In  another  dissection,  wbicb  I 
made  in  March  last  for  tbe  same  pur- 
)0sc,  the  Lj  tM'^lion  o(icnn»  was  not  to  be 
bund,  'lljf  branches  which  Arnold 
supposed  to  proceed  from  it,  appear  to 
be  derived  directly  fnaa  tlie  third  divi- 
sion of  till'  fifth  nervf,  ami  principally 
from  its  gangliuukss  portion. 

Klng'«  College,  July  2",  1«33. 
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To  the  Editor  qf  the  3lvdicul  Gazetio, 
Sir, 

Mi:niCAi.  juri«;pntd»'firf>  lias  altt.u  f»<l 
much  more  atu  iiliou  of  Jale  \t  ;n>  liian 


fonnerly,  but  certainly  not  more  than  it 
deserves ;  fiir  there  is  scarcely  any  de* 

partment  of  professianal  study  which  in- 
volves so  many  and  such  various  poiriu 
of  hif^h  interest.  The  subject  of  tne  fol- 
lowing communication  may,  at  6rst 
sijrht,  appear  trivi  il.  l>tit  it  is  curious, 
and  may  nt  some  future  time  give  rise 
to  judicial  investigation. 

Tbere  is  a  well4tnown  story  of  a  dis. 
pute  as  to  the  exact  day  of  the  birth  of 
a  child,  which  took  place  after  the 
house  clock  had  struck  twelve  at  uiiU- 
nigbt,  whilst  tbe  parish  clock  was  atrik. 
ing,  but  he/ore  St.  Paul's  had  begun  to 
strike.  The  si^j^iKitorp  of  ini]u»rtant  do- 
cuments on  the  day  oi  cuuuiij,'^  of  age  ik 
often  of  great  consequence ;  but  in  tbe 
above  instance  the  question  of  fact  w  as 
one  rather  fur  ,i  rldi  k-maker  or  an  astro- 
nomer to  decide  than  a  medical  man, 
and  I  believe  was  properly  determined 
by  considering  the  metropolitan  as  para- 
mount over  tne  parish  clock^  and  tbai 
over  the  one  in  the  house. 

The  follow  ing  case  eoually  inyolveaa 
question  of  date  of  birlii,  but  it  is  one 
which  nnist  be  decided  solely  by  tbe 
physiologist. 

On  the  Saturday  evening  a  lady  was 
in  labour  wilb  ber  first  child.  Tbe 
head  and  one  ami  were  horn  tun  or 
three  minutes  before  the  clock  at  the 
Hone-j^rds  strtiek  twelve;  tbeie  was 
a  cessation  (»('  |>  lin  for  several  minutes, 
during  which  time  the  child  cried  and 
breathed  freely.  Tlie  rest  of  tbe^  body 
was  not  expelled  till  Ailt  five  minutes 
afterihc  clock  bad  struck  twelve.  Was 
this  child  bum  on  tbe  Saturday  or  on 
the  Suudav  P 

^  Gertninfy  tbe  birtb  was  not  eompleied 
till  the  Sunday;  tbe  child  was  still 

partly  within  the  niotlit  r ;  th<^  cin  iila- 
tiou  was  still  kept  up  through  the  uni- 
bilical  Teasels ;  but  1  gave  my  opinion 
tfiat  the  child  was  bora  »n  the  Saturday. 

I  considered  that  the  child  had  began 
an  independent  eiii»tcncc  The  foetal 
life  bad  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
ceased,  and  respiration,  a  function  in. 
compatible  with  the  condition  of  -a  f'attis, 
bad  freely  commenced.  The  umbilical 
cord  wilfgo  on  pulsatinof  for  many  mi- 
nutea  uft*  r  an  infant  is  completelj  ta 
the  world,  crying-  and  kickintr,  oiiless 
compressed  artiliciall^' ,  and  ^  et  no  one 
will  say  that  a  child  is  not  bom  till  we 
choose  to  take  the  trouble  to  tie  tlie 
naveUstring.  The  child  would  not  have 
been  damaged  if  it  bad  remained  for 


^  kjui^uo  i.y  Google 


HB.^MAIISON  ON  TH£  PLA.CKNTAL  CIBCULATION. 


(ia7 


honra,  or  even  dajs,  niih  nierelv  its 
bead  and  arm  extruaed ;  it  could  hm 
been  fed ;  in  Catholic  countries  it  iiii^ht 

hnv  hvn  hapttscfl,  even  williout  **  le 
movLii  d  une  petite  canuile,"  as  recom- 
mended for  unborn  babes  by  the  pious 
casuists  of  the  SorboiiDe.  and  »o  humo- 
touslj  alluded  to  in  Tristram  Sljandv. 

The  question  as  to  whclbcr  a  cliild 
was  b*»rH  alive,  however  moineataty  its 
existence,  oAen  so  important  in  cases  of 
tenani'v  liv  crnirtrsy,  i'^  f^ifTt-r'  Ht .  but 
may  l»CLMiiiie  mixed  u^>  vvuh  tije  above  : 
as/for  instance,  a  child's  head  may  be 
born;  the  child  Diay  cry  and  breath.-, 
and  yet  die  before  the  rest  of  the  body 
is  cx'ucUed.  Transuiission  of  property 
may  ne  seriously  affected  by  tue  deci- 
sion as  to  whether  such  child  was  or  was 
not  boru  alive. 

As  I  believe  th\s  U  a  new  point,  and 
much  may  doubtK»s  be  said  on  both 
silles,  I  should  be  much  prratified  by  the 
opinion  of  any  of  yonr  readers  who 
have  ajiplied  tneniselves  to  tfx-  iuv^ti- 
gation  of  medical  jurisprudence. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  LococR,  M.D. 

BiDATcr  Sqoart,  July  1S8S* 


PLACENTAL   CIRCULATION  — 
C^SAEBAN  OPERATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 
Sir, 

The  following"  paper  is  offered  to  you 
on  account  of  its  having  relation  to  the 
subject  of  placental  drcnlation,  which 
has  been  lately  so  much  under  intjuiry. 
If  vou  consider  it  worth  a  place  iu  your 
publicaliun,  it  is  at  your  service  for  in- 
seition. — 1  hare  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Makson. 

Mootagnc-Strcct,  RvoMeU'Sqiuira. 

Mr8.C.  advanced  to  the  eif^hth  month 

of  jfesUitioTi  of  her  first  cliild,  wassei/.ed 
with  labour  on  tbr  IHth  cd  last  month. 
After  ascerlainiug  that  the  head  was 
presenting:,  and  in  the  nebt  position,  I 
retired  for  a  time  to  anotbrr  room  :  dur- 
iiijf  my  shrtrt  absrnce,  ^hc  bad  a  virdent 
attack  of  uterine  action,  and  from  hav- 
ing a  capacious  pelvis,  and  beinj;  but  in 
the  eigntb  month  of  pregnancy,  the 


ovum  was  quicVly  expelled  entire,  the 
membranes,  with  the  ])lac('nta  attached 
to  them,  encircling  the  child,  and  the 
latter  floating  in  the  liq[Uor  ainnit. 
When  the  membranes  were  ruptured, 
the  child  did  not  breathe  well,  and  as 
the  cimilatinn  was  going"  on  rapidly 
til  rough  the  funis,  it  appeared  to  me  at 
tJie  moment  to  be  advisable  not  to  inter* 
rupt  it :  for  nearly  three-quarters  of  an 
Ijoiir,  the  child  did  not  evjiand  its  chest 
oft  ncr  tlian  once  in  five  minutes:  from 
tlial  time  its  breathing  improved,  and 
at  the  end  of  an  hour  was  earrb-d  on 
])roj)erty.  I  then  divide*!  the  funi;*, 
which  was  still  circulating  Idood  freely, 
and  was  careful  in  observing,  during 
the  whole  time  that  no  hamorrhaae  tooK 
place  from  that  part  of  the  placenta 
Mliich  bad  bf  t  ti  attached  to  the  uterus, 

AJthou^ii  the  pulsation  felt  in  the  um- 
bilical eord  was  only  evidence  that  the 
bloo<l  was  passing  to  the  placenta,  still 
I  think  it  may  be  safely  concluded  that 
it  was  returned  to  the  child,  or  its  vitality 
would  have  been  destroyed  before  the 
lapse  of  an  hour. 

f  have  I)roiiL'bt  this  ntvi*;!nr»*  forward 
to  shew  ibe  independence  ol  the  circula- 
tion of  the  foetus,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
anggcsting  that  the  Cttsarean  operation 
mi«fnt  ]>rob.ibly  be  suecessfjiilv  per- 
formed,  at  a  greater  length  of  time, 
after  the  death  of  the  parent,  than  ia 
gpenerally  siqiposed.  Happily  this  ope- 
ration is  but  randy  required  ;  but  as  it 
has  the  sanction  of  some  of  our  iirst 
writers,  and  was  by  law  enforced  by  the 
an<  ient  Romans  when  death  took  olace 
during  pregnancy,  it  is  worth  while  to 
consider  at  how  great  distance  from  the 
apparent  death  of  the  mother,  it  may  be 
resorted  to  with  a  fair  prospect  of  success. 

In  the  secon<l  bo<fk  of  Ovid's  Meta- 
morphoses, we  find  that  .Esculapius  was 
removed  by  the  abdominal  section,  and 
that  Apolfo  was  the  operator.  Vir§^il 
represents  Lycas,  one  of  his  heroes,  in 
llu'  tenth  book  of  his  .ICiirid,  as  having 
been  born  in  this  way.  Plinv,  in  his 
seventh  book,  states  that  Sci|no  Afii^ 
canns,  Ciesar,  and  Manilius,  were  re- 
moved by  incisi(nr ;  and  two  other  per- 
sons are  spoken  of  in  Rou&set's  treatise. 
Some  of  these  examples  are  cited  from 
w  t)rks  of  fiction,  and  must  be  estimated 
aeeonlin«"lv ;  perhaps  no  'jn  at  reliance 
ought  to  be  placed  on  any  of  tbeiit,  not 
even  on  Pliny;  for  whoever  will  take 
the  trouble  to  read  three  or  four  pages 
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of  bk  ■erendi  book,  will  readily  mo  tbai 

he  makes  many  very  ridiculous  asser- 
tions; hut  he  is  supported  in  his  statement 
concerning  the  biriii  of  Scij)io  by  Tcr- 
tttUiaa,  and  hj  Feotus  in  bis  account  of 
the  birth  of  Ciesar.  Nearer  the  present 
day,  we  Jearn  tliat  Rdbert  the  Second 
of  Scotland  vras  burn  after  tbe  deatii  of 
hda  mother,  wbo  broko  ber  nock  in  bunt* 
iof^i  and  that, 

— — «*  MacdafrwMiraailitoOMllMr^waaib 
Uatliaelr  rlpp'4*** 

These  instanoeo,  as  woll  u  wmaj 
otbeis  I  could  quote,  will  be  sufficioni 
to  shew  that  the  operation  has  been  fre- 

aueutly  undertaken,  and  that  the  chil- 
ren  ^ave  lived  ;  Imt  in  none  of  them 
is  it  woUktaA  at  wiiat  time  the  opo* 
ration  was  performed  after  the  ttio- 
tber^s  death,  except  in  the  follovviug, 
on  which  the  utmost  reliance  may  be 

f»laoed Flajani,  of  Rome,  removed  a 
nrfus  by  the  Ciesarcan  section  an  funir 
after  the  death  of  its  parent,  who  died 
of  fever  in  the  seveotL  mouth  of  preg*- 
nancy.  Tbe  cbild  breatbed  for  ten 
minutes,  and  then  died. 

In  the  r2th  volume  of  the  Medico- 
Chirurgicui  Xraui»actious  is  recorded 
a  case  of  Cmarean  ope  ratios,  peitr 
formed  by  Mr.  Green.  Tbe  woman 
was  in  the  ninth  mouth  of  precfnancy, 
had  been  run  over  by  a  stage-coach, 
•ad  died  Wtanty  mtniiles  after  the  aod- 
deiit*  Mr.  Green  began  tbe  operation 
ifkirfmf  mi?iTJtes  after  her  death,  and 
tbe  child  lived  '6^  hours  after  its  removal 
Aom  the  ttiems. 

Bums  says,  without  gtviog  the  name 
of  the  operator,  "  a  %vnman  died  of  dy- 
seoteiy,  of  two  months'  duration,  in  the 
end  01  j)re{riiancy,  and  by  the  operation, 

Serformed  about  tweive  minuiet  after 
eath,  a  livinp  child  was  extracted." 
A  case  bearing  on  the  same  point, 
although  not  one  of  abdominal  section, 
n  related  by  Dr.  Jackson.  A  woman, 
wbo  had  been  for  some  lime  sufTerinff 
from  pectoral  disease,  died  suddenly 
during  labour :  tbe  child  was  sufficiently 
advanced  to  allow  of  being  removed 
ca.silv  by  the  forrrps  :  (hi^  ^rn^  nf-com- 

SHshed  a  fjuarter  of  an  hour  alter  ber 
eath,  and  in  Homething  more  than  ai^o- 
tber  quarter  of  an  hour,  the  ebild  began 

to  breathe. 

Before  closinjj  my  letter,  I  bepf  to  re- 
cur to  I  lie  case  that  has  been  the  cauise 
of  these  ol)servations : — 

1.  Was  tbe  blood  actnally  conveyed. 


at  I  bavo  supposed,  frooi  the  cMd  to 

the  placenta,  and  back  again  to  the 
child  ;  or  was  the  pulsation  in  the  cord 
merely  an  impulse  given  to  the  blood 
contained  in  it? 

2.  Allowini,'  that  tlie  blood  did  pam 
ag'ain  to  the  child,  did  it  undergfo  any 
bcuciicial  change  iu  its  passage  through 
the  placenta,  and,  if  so,  what  was  tbat 
change?  was  it  of  the  iriad  that tafcaa 
jilarf?  in  the  fcetal  state,  or  such  as  it 
uudergoes  in  ^^ssiug  through  the  luj^p;, 
wboi  respiratiim  is  eatablisbed  f 

3.  Were  the  inspirations  at  tntefvala 
of  five  miTiute«,  for  nearly  an  famir,  an£» 
ficient  to  keep  the  chUd  alive? 


CONTAGION  IX  ERYSIPELAS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 

1  AM  induced  to  trouble  you  with  a  few 
remarks  on  a  subject  which  ha^  Luac 
gaged  medical  attentiuv^  wmiimmmBlMUk 

stin  semis  of  an  inexhaustihTc  nature: 
I  mean  that  of  conta«jnon  Evrrv  man 
comes  forward  with  bis  important  facts 
either  for  or  against  this  long-agiti^ed 
question,  and  had  it  not  been  lor  tbe 
"  Brief  Statement  of  Facts,"  br  vour 
correspondent,  Mr.  Bury,  of  Fairnham, 
on  tbe  contagions  nature  of  erysipelM 
(page  533),  I  should  not,  penaps, 
have  ever  trf>nbled  you.  Vonr  corrp- 
spondent  appears  so  blindly  wedded  to 
me  subject  of  contagion,  tbat,  like 
every  t^ood  husband,  be  sees  only  tbe 
perfections  of  h\<  tjtoimp :  but  I  draw 
very  different  conclusions  from  his  own 
premisee,  and  cannot  tee  in  die  eases  be 
adduces  a  sinj^le  instance  of  the  disease 
beini:;  rnntfiq-ioTis, nreommnnieated  from 
person  to  person— and  "this,  too,"  he 
says,  **  not  in  the  contaminated  atmi^ 
plnere  of  a  crowded  hoepital,  b«t  in  tbe 
piire  air  of  the  roTuttrv  eottjii,'-f  on 
this  observation  I  acconii ugly  found  my 
remarks,  and  draw  very  difl*erent  cou- 
dnsions.  I  think,  had  Mr.  Bnry  ob- 
served more  closely,  he  would  not  have 
favoured  the  medical  world  with  his  lu- 
cubrations on  the  subject :  but  as  he  has, 
be  i8  bound  to  give  vs  tome  stronger 
proofs  of  the  eontag-iousness  of  the  dis- 
eai»e.  He  must  exjdain  how  this  conta- 
gious diseatie  did  not  spread  beyond  the 
walls  of  tbe  cottage.  Had  be  bimaelf 
been  aflbcted  with  it^bad  be  comnnt- 
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nicated  tiie  disease  to  any  oi  liis  family, 
or  to  any  of  his  patients  wbom  he  daily 

visits— or  had  any  of  the  friends  of  the 
Parfitt  family  had  the  disease  —  then  I 
would  have  been  convinced  that  there  are 
''instances  to  palpable  of  erysipelas  be- 
ing  communicated  from  one  person  to 
another;  atid  that  this  one  fact  would 
have  been  worth  a  thoiisaiid  s])ecula- 
ti«*ns.'*  As  jonr  time  and  pages,  sir,  are 
valuable,  I  will  be  brief  to  state  what 
you  and  every  one  mustknow,  who  have 

£>en  this  subject  any  consideration, 
at  no  one  ]iroof  n  ramisbed  by  Mr. 
B.  of  there  being  any  thin^  like  con* 
tagion  in  the  instances  produced.  Sup- 
pose the  cottage  situate  in  the  vicinity 
of  a  marsh,  ana  ibat  ui^ue  had  appeared 
in  Wm.  Plaifittl  it  is  probable  Ann,  the 
father,  Mary,  Daniel,  anl  David,  would 
have  had  the  same  di.seasc  successively ; 
but  who  would  bare  ascribed  this  to 
eonta|fion?  Beverse  the  ease,  and  sup. 
pose  It  niip  of  small-pox',  or  any  other 
disease  which  the  profes^sion  unani- 
mously acknowledges  to  be  contagious ; 
I  ask,  would  it  JuLwe  been  confined  to 
thf^  purr  ;n'r  nf  thr  rnttage  ?  T  am  much 
disposed  lu  tljink  Mr.  B.  must  have 
overlooked  some  powerful  cause  con- 
net  ttd  with  locality,  productive  of  this 
endemic  to  which  thr  ]*arfitt  family 
were  continually,  f«jr  a  tijue,  exposed. 
Some  half  century  ago  this  woulu  have 
'  been  quite  sniRcieut  to  have  determined 
this  ns  nn  example  of  contagion,  but  the 
doctrine  is  now  somewhat  better  under- 
stood  J  medical  men  assume  the  right  to 
tbink  and  observe  fyr  themselves ;  they 
are  less  fettered  hv  the  authority  of 
great  names  ami  scholastic  drx/mas,  than 
ju  those  days  when  the  academical  dic- 
tum would  bave  pronounced  env*  febrile 
excitement  contagious,  and  whicn  would 
have  been  implicitly  lake?i  for  a  fact, 
by  the  profession  at  large,  and  "  worth  a 
thousand  speculations  °  Had  it  been 
Mr.  Bury*s  lot  to  bave  witnessed  many 
tropical  suns  pa^s  over  his  head,  he 
would  have  bad  an  ouuortunity  of  ob- 
serving the  efli^tB  or  locality  in  pro. 
ducing  di^ase  of  tbts  descnption,  as 
well  as  othens  of  a  very  different  tvpe, 
without  the  agency  of  contagion,  lie 
would  then  have  atrived  at  conclusions 
very  different  fifom  what  this  isolated 
instance  affords. 

Were  your  pages,  sir,  as  free  as  my 
time  and  ioclinatiuu,  I  could  wilUngly 
extend  tbisparticnliirlopic.  leouldsbew 
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that  the  circle  of  conta^-ion  Is  now  much 
limited,  while  that  productive  of  endemic 
disease  is  greatly  enlai^^.  But  should 
you  think  the  foregoin^^  M-rtrthy  of  your 
notice,  I  may  on  some  future  occasion 
refer  to  this  subject.  object  is  to  ar- 
rive at  truth,  and  to  elicit  inronnationon 
a  jifUTit  of  g-eneral  interest  to  mankind, 
without  meanin-j^  to  detract  from  the 
merits  of  Mr.  B.  as  an  observer,  but 
just  to  caU  bis  attention  to  some  points 
whif  h  fie  may  have  overlooke<f  and 
which  ma^'  not  he  unworthy  of  his  le* 
consideration. — I  am,  sir. 

Your  veiy  bumble  seirant, 

JoBM  £l*UN»  M.D. 


ANOTHER  RBPLY  to  THREE  QUE 
RIBS  RESPECTING  CHOLERA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

Siu, 

In  a  late  number  of  the  Gazette  the 
MIowing  questions  are  proposed  by  one 
of  jour  correspoodenls,  vis. 

1.  "  Have  the  limbs  of  persons  dead 
of  cholera  been  observed  to  nmve,  ebe^ 
where  than  at  Tipton  ? 

2.  ^'  Have  oily  dejections  been  BO* 
ticcd  in  cases  of  cholera  ? 

3.  "  What  are  the  powers  of  mercury 
in  the  complaint?  how  are  they  dis- 
played, and  in  how  short  a  time  after  its 
employment?" 

As  there  unfortunately  .Tppcar  *-oTnc 
indications  of  a  second  visitation  of  cho- 
lera In  these  islands,  I  tfiiuk  every  one 
w  ho  hiis  had  experience  of  the  disease  is 
ItoiiiKi  tft  iiffdrd  \vlintrATr  iiifoniiaf ii in  he 
poiises&cs regarding  its  syuiptom&ortreat- 
ment.  Having  been  a  witness  of  some 
tliousands  of  cases  in  the  chief  cholera 
hospital  of  tills  city,  in  which  I  was  a 
resideat  medical  olhcer  for  nearly  four 
months,  I  deemed  it  a  duty  to  lay  be- 
fore the  profession  what  I  had  lesmed 
on  thf  subject;  and  I  h(  <r  leave  to  reply 
to  your  correspondent's  queries  by  a  lew 
short  extracts  from  my  "  Notes  on  Ma- 
lignant Cliolera,  as  it  appeared  in  Dub- 
lin," published  in  the  sixth  and  .seventh 
numbers  of  the  Dublin  Journal  of  Me- 
dical and  Chemical  Science. 
Extract  m  muver  to  QmttioH  1.— 


^  kjui^uo  i.y  Google 
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"  For  some  time  alter  the  circulation 
and  respiration  hav«  oeaaed,  the  toes  are 
aflTected  with  spasmodic  moficjn  ;  I  have 
observed  them  twitched  at  intervals  of 
three  or  four  minutes,  for  six  hours  after 
appiinMit  death." 

Extrar!  for  Q>ir<frr»i  '>,— "  Tlif  thirst 
and  voiuilin^  coutiuuc  unabatt  d,  u  hile 
the  purging*  often  subsides  after  three 
or  four  rice-water  evacuations ;  or  there 
bcg-ins  to  be  passed  from  the  rcctinn 
a  6uid  rcsembhn<Tf  water  in  which  meat 
had  been  steeped,  with  an  oilj  film  here 
and  there  over  its  aorface." 

With  respect  to  the  thirtl  Question,  I 
fear  a  satisfactory  reply  woiii'l  d«  txiuid 
too  lara^e  an  extract ;  but  1  may  sute, 
that  Gammd  is  almost  the  on!  j  medicine 
on  which  T  rely  ;  that  I  have  exhibited 
it  in  larjre  quantiii<^s,  not  nnfrcqueiuly 
tu  Uie  extent  of  900  ^aius  in  7d  hours. 
I  did  not  observe  in  a  single  case  where  I 
gHvc  calomel  anj  of  the  manifestations 
of  the  poisonous  action  of  mercury.  The 
mouth  became  slightly  sore  on  the  ae> 
cond,  third,  or  fourth  day  (more  fre- 
quently on  the  fourth  than  the  second), 
and  the  \rry  moderate  flow  of  snliva 
rarely  continued  beyond  four  or  tive 
days  mote.  Calomel  stopped  the  vo- 
miting at  that  stage  or  ])eriod  when 
such  effect  became  desirable.  In  a 
virord,  mercury,  in  my  experience,  pro- 
dueed  decidedly  salutary  results,  and 
none  others.  In  one  species  of  cholera 
mercury  often  fail rd  to  do  any  service. 
Your  obedient  $servant, 

Si.MOji  M'Cov. 

Prcncb«ttrMt,  Dabllo, 
July  81.  IMS. 


A  NEW  METHOD  OF  PREPARING 
MEDICINAL  PRUSSIC  ACID. 

7o  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 
Sir, 

I  HAVE  to  beff  your  attention  to  the  suh- 
Joined  formula  *  for  the  preparation  of 


•  Take  of  Cynnuret  of  Puta«jiiuin,  22  grains  i 
TarlHrU  Acld  ny  taU,  :<i)ta»\ua;  l)i«tilled  Water, 
6  fluid  dra(.iim«  ;  Uectilitfd  Spirit,  3  fluid  drachms  | 
in  tt  phiiil  (.apaible  of  rontaiitliig  vlcvcn  or  twelve 
fluid  drachnio.  Dlstulvc  the  Urtaric  acid  in  the 
WBur  and  the  aplrlt.  prcvtouiily  mixed  together, 
««4  auffiMd  to  bceea*  quit*  cold  i  tlMn  add  tko 
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medicinal  prosaic  acid,  by  the  extempo- 

raiieous  decom|fosition  of  cyanuret  of 
potassitini ;  n  jilnn  which,  for  its  simpli. 
city  and  perJeetion,  is  probably  destined 
to  supersede  the  five  very  uncertain  me- 
thods now  in  use.  The  medicinal  soln. 
tion  Tiiruli'  In  it  fof"  which  the  acrnni- 
panyinj^  jilnai  contuins  a  sju  ciinen)  is 
obtained  always  of  the  same  strength', 
nor  is  it  an  insi^^niflcant  recommenda- 
tion, its  being-  much  less  liable  to  spon- 
taneous <lecompositiou  than  the  sorts 
made  in  any  other  wav. 

There  has  been  an  unpediment  in  die 
adoption  of  such  a  formula,  in  the  deli- 
cacy of  the  cyanuret  of  potassium ;  no 

Idan  heretofore  haviiig  been  discoveml 
or  its  formation  in  a  ftate  of  purity. 
The  few  specimens  of  this  salt  which  I 
have  lic'n  able  to  collect,  have  all  ex- 
hibited a  variety  of  hues,  de|>endiug  on 
particular  contaminations ;  and  in  some 
instances  they  were  found  to  contain 
larce  rpi  an  titles  of  carbonic  acid.  The 
prussic  acid  made  with  them  was  usu- 
ally, in  conseqaence,  of  a  deep  yellow 
colour;  bnt  at  times  it  was  obtained 
g-reen,  and  brown,  and  blue. 
^  The  accompauvin£f  cyanuret  of  potas- 
siam  is  pure,  and  I  believe  the  first  spe- 
cimen ever  obtained  in  a  state  of  pant/. 
By  analysis  I  have  found  its  compo* 
sition  to  be. 

Cyanogen,  3  :25  X  8  W 
Potassium,    «>     x  d  =^  4U 

and  that  of  anhydrous  prussic  acid  beinn^ 

Cyanogen,  3  25  x  B  =  26 
Hydrogeu,     'ISIS  X  8  »  I 
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We  have,  of  course,  in  every  66  gra- 
of  ryaniirrt,  an  efjuivalent  for  27  grains 
of  absolute  acid;  and  this  nnmU^  r  be- 
ing- allotted,  in  the  new  formula,  to  27 
drachms  of  liquid,  every  60  minjiif^f  of 
the  medicinal  jirussic  acid  will  contain 
precisely  ortr  irrain  of  the  stronrr  medi- 
cine. TIjc  relative  strenj;lhs  atlorded  bjT 
the  known  formulas  stand  thus: — 


efannret  of  pnta««luai,  Mil  iBvtdltlclvcloto  xhm 
phial  with  a  ftoiind  cork.  Artrr  oerulonal  afita- 
lion  dorinir  t«n  ntnutrn.  aecare  the  cork  and  *et 
ttie  ptiiHt  a»lde.  for  II  i  -  i )  rt.trtrtite  of  potass  to 
precipitate,— when  the  tieur  itolutton  may  be  de» 
eaotcdforvM* 
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Add  fn  80  Minim*  of  Ifedfcinal  So. 
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Tin's  table  will  ♦•vj.liin  \hv  nwson 
why  one  j^aiu  iii  a  iiuid  drachui  hn^ 
been  adopted' for  the  tiew formula:  in 
the  first  place,  it  i»  about  the  streiig-th 
which  expfrimentallj  results  from  the 
onlj^  process  at  jpreseut  sanctioned  b^ 
cidier  of  British  Pfaarmacopoeiaa; 
it  is  also  near  to  (hat  of  the  lueiliciual 
aci«l  !i<uallv  cnlU'l  Vnifjn.-linV ;  and 
from  Scheele'tt  it  Uiiiii^  bv  about  half  a 
^rain,  on  that  side  whidi  will  lie  a  gua- 
rantee against  a  careless  dispenser  of 
prescriptions  doinjj;-  niischirf,  sh(»iild  he 
mistake  the  ucwl;^-.introduced  medicine 
for  hi$.  In  addition  to  this,  it  has  been 
thou;,'-ht  to  afford  facilities  for  the  correct 
estimation  of  a  dose. 

It  only  remains  for  mctosav.that  niv 
manner  oi  preparing*  the  pure  cjauuret 
of  potassium  has  been  communicated  to 
the  fi^eutlenien  ofticialty  en^ugH;d,  in 
Ironthm  and  in  Edinburgh,  in  compiling 
the  neu^  joint  Fhanuacopccia  j  with 
whom  the  question  most  for  the  present 
rest,— X  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

KicHAKo  Laming, 
ttaiycoo* 

48.  FlMburT'SQaaro, 
AofBitft,  Ittl. 


CASE  OF  ENLARGEMENT  OF  THE 
TONGUE. 

To  ike  Bdiior     tkt  Medical  GazetU, 
Sib, 

HsYiNO  latelj  read  an  account  of  aicase 
of  great  enlargement  of  die  tongue,  re- 


ported  in  your  Gazette  hy  Mr.  Tayn- 
tun,  1  will  endeavour,  as  far  as  I  can 
recollect,  to  sum  up  the  patticulars  of  * 
similar  case  which  oecurn d  to  me  some 
some  jears  ago — in  Or  t  i!»<«r,  1825. 
You  will  oblige  me  hy  iu:»ertin^uiu  an 
early  number. 

I  am,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C'OLLIEB, 
If  cm.  Bof.  CoU.  of  SurgMMta. 
Braclticy,  Aagait  4,  1888. 

Mrs.  P.,  seiat  40,  and  in  the  last 

month  of  prcn-nanoy,  felt  one  day  an 
uneasiness  in  the  nioutli.  The  follow- 
ing day  1  was  requested  to  visit  her, 
and  found  that  she  was  nnable  to  close 
the  mouth  completely  ;  and  on  examina- 
tion I  nerceired  the  sublingual  gland  on 
the  right  side  to  be  much  enlarged  and 
painful,  the  fiow  of  salira  increased, 
and  diffikjulty experienced  in  swallowing. 
Her  s|»co<h  w;is  nlteri  il,  1 1  lit  her  breath- 
ing was  not  much  ivticcted. 

I  directed  gargles  to  be  used,  and 
leeches  applied  outwardly;  added  to 
w  hieh  T  gave  aperient  mfdicines.  The 
next  day  I  found  thegland  still  swollen, 
and  likewise  that  srae  of  the  tongue, 
which  gave  tiie  patient*s  mouth  a  distort- 
ed appearance.  The  jaws  were  still  moTt 
separated ;  the  speech  could  scarceljr  be 
understood. 

In  order  to  give  relief,  I  made  two 
incisions  along  the  side  of  the  tongue, 
from  which  flowed  about  a  tea-cupful  of 
blood.  The  j)atitnt  felt  somewhat  re- 
Keved  bv  this  treatment  This  was 
done  in  toe  afternoon.  But  when  I  law 

2  T 
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her  again  the  following  morning,  the  part  of  it  to  which  I  am  now  going 

whole  of  the  tonffu*'  Ha«  swollen   to  to  relor  relates  to  f!i -location  forwards, 

such  a  size  as  to  uiarm  e^ery  person,  or  uuiler  the  pectoral  muscle;  and  i  am 

aad  threaten  the  almost  speedy  Baflb>  of  opinion  tnat  the  caM  which  I  am 

cation  of  the  patient.    A  larii-e  iiortion  ahout  to  state  will  be  another  proof  that 

of  it  protriulrd  iVhtr  th  -  inoiith,  and  this  dislocation  is  frequently  of  piimitire 

separated  the  jaws  to  their  full  extent,  occurrence. 

At  this  time  articulation  was  impossible,      Having  read  with  very  great  care  Dr. 

and  also  deglutition.    I  now  resolyed  to  Crampton's  remarks,  anci  being  forciblT 

mal  e  an  int  isi-m  ;i1onr^"  the  whole  course  struck  with  the  case  of  the  Hon.  Col. 

of  the  raphe,  .sutiicicnt  to  procure  a  frw  Gore,  related  by  Dr.  C,  1  determined 

bleeding.   The  quantity  of  blood  ob.  upon  pursuing  the  same  practice  in  the 

tained  was  about  fourteen  or  sixteen  first  dislocation  of  this  nature  that  might 

ounces,  and  in  n  very  short  time  I  had  present  it'ii  ir )"      ;  and  I  certainlv  had 

the  saiisructiou  to  hud  the  patient  very  an  earlier  opuortunity  affortleU  oie  than 

much  relieved  hy  it.  I  could  possibly  have  anticipated,  for  on 

After  this  second  ojK-raiion  the  tongue  the  2SHh  June  (not  longer  tnan  a  month 
soon  lu  eanie  (liminislicil  in  size,  allow  -  -ifti  r  n  adiniT'  Dr.  C.'s  paper),  I  was  sent 
ing  the  j)ali(  iii  to  breathe  more  easily,  lor  in  great  Ijaste  to  R,  W.,  let.  33,  who 
and  in  a  day  or  two  the  jaws  could  be  had  got  drunk,  and  fallen  upon  the  pave- 
more  approximated  to  each  other.  ment;  and  on  my  arrival  at  bis*'hottse. 

But  even  now,  during  this  interval  of  about  an  honr  aftt  r  \he  receipt  of  the 

ease,  the*  peculiar  condition  of  the  pa-  accident,  1  found  liiia  lying  in  bed  on 

tient  was  still  a  cause  o(  much  aaxiety,  his  left  side,  with  the  head  of  the  right 

though  she  was  able  to  speak  alitUe  humerus  dislocated  forwards.  The  head 

and  swallow  liquids;  for,  instead  of  of  the  bone  was  not  only  felt,  but  seen 

finding  rent  and  becomin«_r   composed  distinctly,  in  its  new  ^itunh'oti.  my  pa<- 

after  tiiis  severe  trial,  symptoms  of  la-  tient  not  bein^  a  very  !»t<»ut  subject, 
hour  bcffan  to  come  on,  and  in  the      I  ordered  him  to  &  taken  ont  of  bed 

course  oT  a  few  hours  deliverj  took  and  placed  upon  a  chair,  and  while  the 

place.    Nothing  particular  ocrtin-fd  in  spectators  were  busy  chaitennjr,  and 

the  labour,  wiui  the  exception  ol  tlie  preparing  towels  and  strengtli,  which 

placenta  being  retained  a  little  longer  they  considered  indispensable,  I  was 

than  usual.  examining  carefully  the  exact  state  of 

During  the  night  she  slept  occasitm-  the  joint;   and  having  made  up  mj 

ally,  and  the  next  inorninti-  a]>jK'ared  as  mind  to  try  first  Dr.  C's  plan,  as  prac- 

w  ell  as  I  could  reaaouably  expect.  tised  upon  the  Hon.  Colonel,  I  took  hold 

The  case  went  on  vcrj  well;  the  of  the  patient's  wrist  with  my  right 

tongue  did  not  shew  any  disposition  to  hand,  w  iiile  T  ])laced  my  left,  etc  iicIh  d, 

enlarge  again  ;  in  a  few  u  i  cks  the  pa-  in  the  axilla,  and  having  made  the 

tient  recovered,  and,  I  am  liappy  to  add,  alightefst  possihle  extension,  I  suddenly 

is  at  this  time  alive  and  quite  well*  drew  the  arm  across  his  body,  in  the  di- 

What  gave  rise  to  the  enlar^ment,  I  rection  of  the  left  hip,  when  I  felt  the 

could  not  satisfactoriljr  ascert&ui.  head  of  tbe  bone  glide  smoothly  into 

the  glenoid  cavity.   This  was  attended 
 — _  with  so  little  trouble,  diat  the  by- 
standers were  surprised  at  the  easy 
SIMPLE  modi:  of  REDrciXr;  a  dorh.^n.  and  seemed  not  a  little  d'isap. 
DlbLUCATlOA' OF TU£  SHOULDER,  polled  that  their  towels  and  strength 

  should  have  been  disregarded. 

I  am  not  able  to  state  in  what  direc- 

To  tkt  Editor  of  tkoModieal  (guxeiu.  tion  the  force  was  applied  that  dislocated 

the  bone,  lor  no  person  was  with  the 
^  man  at  the  time  the  accident  occurred, 
In  the  No.  of  your  journal  for  the  35tfa  and  he,  being  quite  drunk,  knew  no- 
May  la^^t,  you  have  given  ji  i'  iper  (ex-  thing,  of  course,  about  how  it  happ.  n. d. 
tracted  Inmi  the  Dublin  JouniaJ)  by  Dr.  1  will  only  further  add,  that  I  think 
Ciampton,  ou  the  Pathology,  Hcc.  of  the  surgical  profession  is  highly  in- 
Disloeations  of  the  Shoulder-joint,  debted  to  Dr.  Crampton  for  publisbing- 
which  paper  I  consider  fraught  wifh  in-  hia  |  afliolr  -  v  »{  tJiis  disloeatictn  ;  aiuf, 
teresl  to  the  surgical  profession.   That  for  my  own  part,  I  Uke  tbe  preeent  op- 


^  kjui^uo  i.y  Google 
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portunity  of  tendering"  him  ray  wannest 
tlianks. 

ShnuM  you  consider  these  few  hurried 
remarks  w  orthy  a  place  in  your  journal, 
they  are  very  mucn  at  your  service. 
I  am,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

David  Bell,  M.D. 

We«t  ToiTer-Btreet.  CarliBle, 
August  3d,  18ii8. 


VALUE  OF  SCIENTIFIC  PURSUITS 
IN  CONNEXION  WITH  THE 
STUDY  OF  MEDICINE. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

— —  **  MagnUq.  agitant  sub  legibas  serum.** 

V  jro.  G.  iv.l54. 

Sir, 

In  the  g^rowth  of  the  human  mind  there 
are  three  stajrcs  throu^'h  w  hich  it  passes, 
and  then  it  arrives  at  maturity.  This 
mental  passag-e,  which  is  peculiar  to  the 
individual  man,  is  comuum  also  to  man 
as  a  species. 

First,  the  mind  in  its  simplest  state 
beh  dds  and  observes  facts,  collects 
many  of  them,  and  then  acts  upon  the 
knowlctlgc  of  these  acquiretl  data.  This 
collection,  when  extensive,  constitutes 
the  man  of  experience,  who,  though  he 
is  w  ise  in  many  particular  instances,  yet 
knows  not  how  to  include  many  ])arti- 
culai-s  within  one  general  whole.  "  All 
jusiifinble  practice,  indeed,  in  every 
Kind  of  subject,  is  founded  in  experience. 
Yet  the  mau  w  ho  acts  from  experience 
alone,  though  he  act  ever  so  well,  is  but 
an  empiric  or  quack,  and  that  not  only 
in  medicine,  but  in  every  other  subject.** 
Now  the  empiric  is  a  luckless  wight, 
lost  and  bewildered  within  a  fleeting 
multitude  of  infinite  particulars ;  and 
so,  like  an  ephemeral  insect,  he  quicklj 
passes  away. 

In  the  second  stage  of  the  mental 

f»rogress,  facts  are  still  observed,  but  no 
onger  acted  on  at  once.  The  ob.server 
notes  the  facts,  and  meditates  upon 
them,  but  then  seeks  to  discover  their 
relation  with  contingencies  collateral  or 
future,  and  accordingly  forms  an  opi- 
iiion  as  to  the  possible  or  probable  ope- 
ration of  present  data,  lie  now  substi- 
tutes opinion  for  reality;  and  as  this 
opinion  is  founded  in  possible  contiiu 
ffencies,  so  it  is  that  most  opinions  are 


fiossible  or  probable,  but  seldom  abso- 
utely  certain.  From  opinions  fornied 
from  present  data  as  to  future  or  colla- 
teral events,  the  mind  begins  to  reason 
back  from  opinion  to  cfuijccture ;  and 
in  this  act  of  mental  retrogression,  to 
modify,  pervert,  distort,  or  pcq)lex,  the 
mo>i  simple  and  obvious  circumstances. 
This  second  stage  of  mind  is  often  the 
curse  of  science;  it  is  scientific  pole- 
macy.  To  it  is  to  be  ascrilied  all  the 
dim  hypotheses  which  have  enveloped 
the  learned  world  "  in  double  night  of 
darkness  and  of  shade ;"  to  it  is  to  be 
imputed  the  .scholastic  theidogy  of  the 
middle  ages,  the  cabalistic  thc<dogy  of 
ihc  Jews,  and  the  false  theories  con- 
cerning astrological  divination, alchemy, 
and  necromancy,  as  well  as  the  later 
theories  eonci-rning  the  soul,  and  life, 
and  the  cause  of  life. 

Enrli  pedant  sa^re  unlock*  h!^  store 
Of  ni)  !«tic,  dark,  dUi-ordant  lurp, 
Ann  points  with  iuU*ring  hand  the  ways 
That  lead  ua  through  the  thorny  mine. 

And  now,  lastly,  of  the  third  stage  of 
its  progress,  in  w  hich  the  mind  resumes 
its  primitive  simplicity,  and  again  ob- 
serves and  acts  upon  nothing  but  fact.s. 
But  its  action  and  powers  of  observation 
are  now  niatiin-d,  and  guided  moreover 
by  the  cxpt  rience  of  its  past  errors  when 
under  the  illusive  intluence  of  conjec- 
ture, and  opinion,  and  remote  analogy. 
It  now  denotes  every  particular  fact, 
and  accumulates  every  combination  of 
factJi  at  one  common  centre  of  reference. 
It  analyses,  compounds,  and  divides 
and  subdiviilcs,  them  into  many  elemen- 
tary materials,  and  deduces  from  every 
element,  and  from  the  minutest  particle 
of  each  element,  new  truths  and  fresh 
discoveries,  which  are  now  true  because 
they  are  demonstrable,  and  now  nemia- 
uent  because  they  are  analytically  tan- 
gible. Every  part  and  particle  is 
shewn  to  subsist  under  the  control  of 
certain  laws,  and  these  laws  are  found 
to  include  within  their  jurisdiction 
many  diverse  conditions  of  matter, 
which  several  laws  again  are  found  to 
submit  to  the  superior  rule  of  s<mie  one 
single,  grand,  and  universal  principle. 
Nat  re  nereby  becomes  a  magazine  of 
truths,  which  is  open  to  all,  and  from 
which,  as  from  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
may  be  drawn  forth  "  tliini^s  now  and 
old ;"  o/f/,  as  being  incl titled  tnider 
known  laws,  and  new^  as  being  disco- 
vered to  be  unexpectedly  inclusive  under 
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tlie  I  fws  alnatly  known,  "  "li^  tijus 
onlj  that  ue  recognize  art,  and  thai  ihe 
empiric  quits  bis  name  for  the  more  ho- 
nourable one  of  artist,  when  to  his  ex- 
jferience  he  adds  tcience,  and  is  thence 
enabled  to  tell  us,  not  onlj^  uhat  is  to  be 
done,  but  wkjf  it  is  done;  for  art  is  a 
oompoaite  of  ^pericuce  and  science,  ex- 
perience providing  it  materials,  and 
science  giving  it  a  form." — Harris* 
Hermes,  o.  iii.  c.  iv. 

The  mind,  which  has  been  disciplined 
to  think  onlv  arronlins"  to  the  ofn  inus 
necessity  of  things  before.it,  is  tJic  con- 
summation of  human  intellect  and  rea- 
son, and  is  something-  more  than  a  mere 
abstract  principle  inrnji  ihlc  of  practical 
utility,  since  it  forms  (  (lually  the  scien- 
tific philosopher  and  the  sound  practi- 
tioner. Aware  of  the  accidents  of  life, 
the  man  of  intelligence,  so  accomplish- 
ed, nr\cr  ]trojiidL;es ;  ctmsrious  of  his 
own  liabiliiy  to  error,  lie  is  uut  ha.sty  iu 
opposing  or  directing  the  opinions  of 
others;  and,  knowing  the  imperfection 
of  knnwlcfl^c,  he  acts  as  much  as  possi- 
ble upon  nothing  but  what  is  kuown. 
Being  well  instructed  in  the  duties  of 
his  station,  be  is  always  alert  in  the 
exerci«^e  of  his  talents,  and  foremost  at 
everjr  point  of  exertion;  he  is  nobly 
ambitious  of  being  esteemed  for  dis- 
jeharnrinff  full/  those  offices  with  which 
lie  may  be  invested.  Upon  the  grotiiul 
of  solid  information,  be  earns  the  title 
'  to  excellence  iu  his  profession  from 
the  common  consent  ot  mankind,  and 
snatches  not  at  those  honours  uhiih 
nre  a(Cfj)table  only  v\hen  tluy  are  be- 
stowed. This  sober  and  truntwortlij 
conduct,  the  resiilt  of  right  reasoning 
from  right  ])rinciples,  characterizes  the 
practical  philosopher,  and  nrarks  the 

J massage  o!  his  life.  The  days  of  the 
ongest  life  are  not  manj,  and  thoae  of 
thebusiest  portion  of  it  are  but  very  few ; 
atmI  vf't  if  is  iliirin**-  this  short  season 
of  business  or  action  that  tbe  peculiar 
character  of  the  actor  is  projectea.  Who 
would  not  anticipate  that  season  by  the 
previous  rt'f'tiflf  :itirni  of  thr  nuiid,  so  as 
to  bring  visibly  into  play  the  outward 
operation  of  inward  truth;  and  to  de- 
monstrate that  mind,  like  matter,  is 
subject  to  laM  luit  that  min*l,  su]i(  ri  nr 
to  matter,  holds  tbe  ascendant^  by  recoo-. 
nizing  the  laws  and  the  utility  of  the 
laws  to  which  it  freelj  submits  r 

Mboiculhs. 
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*  L'Attltar  «e  tne  k  allongrr  e«  qoc  1c  Itctnir  «• 
Kttc  k  abr^ger."— D'Alkmbsst. 


RASPAiL  S  ORGANIC  CHEMISTRT. 

i^'ouveau  Sjfsteme  de  Chimie  Organiqme^ 
fmdi  t»r  dee  Methodes  SouvelU$ 
d^Obtervtttiott.    Par  F.  V.  Raspail. 

Arcompaijn^  de  dnuzf  planches  yra- 
vees^  dont  six  coloriies,  Paris.  Bail> 
Here. 

This  is  a  work  which  will  make  its  way 
in  the  world,  in  spite  of  its  rude,  ron-^^h, 
and  unrompromisinjr  tone  :  it  will  have 
to  encounter  many  an  obstacle,  no  <lonbt, 
in  its  prog'ress,  but  its  merits  will  ulli- 
mately  bnn|r  it  through.   Its  history  is 
ctirious:  we  have  heard  of  a  Cervantes, 
ami  a  Smollett,  ?nifl  ntlirrs,  sendins;' 
forth  works  of  imagxnatiuu  I'rom  a  pri- 
son ;  but  here  is  a  work  of  science,  an^ 
one  of  consummate  research,  tlie  pro- 
duct of  the  durance  vile  of  its  antnor. 
M.  Raspail,  though  little  known  to  the 
British  public,  has  earned  for  himself 
an  ill-fated  celebrity  in  France,  from  the 
stiibbort)  lihfrfilihjoi  his  opinions,  both 
in  politics  and  physics;  the  former  of 
which  being  more  tangible  than  tbe 
latter,  and  more  cognizable  in  the  so- 
cial ajT:nvjfements  of  the  In  neb  form 
of  government,  gave  the  poor  philoso. 
pher  a  passport  to  a  gaol,  with  liberty  to 
amuse  himself  there  as  he  best  could. 
The  book  before  us  is  the  production 
of  this  uncomfortable  retirement ;  and 
even  were  it  not  dated  from  a  prison, 
the  strain  of  bitterness  in  which  ita 
author  shews  how  ill  be  is  at  ease 
with  the  world,  would  pretty  well  senc 
to  point  out  the  locality  of  its  ori- 
gin. The  dedication  is  cnrionaly  cha- 
racteristic: it  is  to  the  memor^rof  the 
Abbe  Eysserir,  "  man  paitvre  maitre^''*-^ 
who,  "  had  he  dwelt  iu  Parts,  would 
have  merited  to  be  of  no  academy,"  8cc, 
and  the  author  subscribes  his  name,  mud 
sets  it  in  the  title-         floi^-  redly  stripped 
of  even  the  shadow  of  a  title.    All  this 
is  very  painful,  and  greatly  to  be  re- 
gretted ;  especially  where  the  person  for 
\vhom  we  feel  is  undoubtctlly  a  man  of 
talent — of  rjlneation^ — of  virtue,  but  of 
a  very  obstinate  and  inlraclable  kind. 

In  point  of  time,  M.  Rasnsil  n  n«»t  an 
author  of  any  consitbrable  standing*: 
his  earliest  contributiuu  to  ve|(etAi3e 
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physiology  is  uot  dated  fartber  back 

than  1H26;  yet,  since  then,  few  have 
hecn  luorc  inuefatignhle  than  he,  or  have 
published,  in  various  joumak,  a  greater 
number  of  memotra.  Incontroversj  be 
has  bad  many  a  battle,  and  be  can 
reckon  fiinonji'  his  advf'r<'irip<  sovcnil 
great  names — Dutrocbet,  UrJiia,  Arajjo, 
among  tbe  number.  It  could  bardly  be 
eiipeetcd  that  one  who  exhibited  so  little 
courtf  sv  to  others,  and  so  little  dcf'crpnce 
to  eiuintut  persons,  should  have  more 
than  bare  and  tardy  justice  measured 
out  to  bimself.  Accordingly  we  find 
him  romplaining^  that  it  was  seven  years 
before  he  obtained  even  common  civility 
from  the  Institute,  and  then  only 
owing  to  tbe  weight  and  impartialitj 
of  M.  Biot.  This  ijfentleman,  he  says, 
did  him  justice  puhlicly,  in  tbe  Aca- 
demy of  Sciences,  and  paid  him  a  high 
compliment  on  the  exactitude  of  fiia 
rrv(  urclici.  Tieilcmniin  also  makes  ho- 
nourable mention  ul"  M.  Kaspail,  (when 
trcatiii^  the  subject  of  tbe  pretended 
spermatic  animalcules  of  vegetables,) 
and  copies  in  detail  most  of  his  argu- 
ment refutatory  of  Brogniart's  and 
llobert  Brown's  doctrine :  aud  so  with 
oCben  wboae  impartaality  tbe  autbor 
rather  coldly  acknowledgea  in  certain 
parts  of  his  l>ook. 

Tbe  System  which  M.Raspail  has  now 
giren  to  the  public,  is  the  result  of  those 
numerous  experiments  and  observations 
wliifb,  in  a  detached  form,  have  hecn  al- 
read^^ubiiobedaud  submitted  to  the  test 
of  criticism.  It  is  not  a  mere  compilation 
of  bis  papers  wiiicb  we  have  here,  nor 
a  selection  from  them,  thrown  into  a 
form  sanctioned  by  authority  :  not  even 
the  name  of  Berzelius  can  induce 
Raspail  to  adopt  the  classification  recom- 
niend*  (1  b\  the  i^reat  Swedish  chemist: 
our  author  i^eneralises  and  simplifies  for 
himself,  and  we  must  adB  that  his  rea- 
sons are  altnndantly  cogent  and  con- 
vincing. As  to  the  division  wliicli  has 
hilhertf)  commonly  prevailed,  ol"orL''.inie 
chemistry  iuto  ^cj^etable  and  aiiiaial, 
he  tells  us  that  however  excellent 
it  may  be  wiili  reference  to  physio- 
logy, whieli  lias  only  to  do  willi  the 
functions,  it  is  aud  can  only  be  in  the 
actual  state  of  science  engaged  in  the 
analysis  of  molecules— a  mere  fancy,  on 
which  nothing  solid  can  be  ereeti-d it 
entails  the  abiiurd  necessity  of  separating 
tilings  the  most  analogous,  and  combin- 
ing tliose  >»hich  are  least  so.  "  Berze- 
lius,"  says  M.  Kaspail,  "  keeps  up  a  du- 


tinction  between  reffetable  and  anfmal 

substances,  without,  nowever,  adopting 
a  dichotomous  cla.ssifiratinn.  In  bis 
Chimie  Viyitale^  which  has  latterly  ap. 
peared,  we  find  this  sort  of  successroa 
in  the  substances  of  whicii  lie  treats: 
the  vegetable  acids,  the  vegetable  alka- 
lies, starch,  gum,  sugar,  ;;luten,  oils, 
resins,  extracts,  colouring  matter,  and 
then  an  analysis  of  tbe  organs  of  plants 
in  their  botatnVal  order;  the  whole 
wound  up  with  au  account  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  vegetable  decomposition.  This 
is  neitlier  a  system  nor  a  classification : 
it  is  only  a  v<ilumin(uis  table  of  con- 
tents; yet,  considering  the  disdain 
which  its  autbor  always  professes  for  re- 
suits  obtained  by  tbe  tultance  of  phvsuK 
Ifigr  and  cbeniis'rv,  we  cantiot  blame 
him  for  the  method  be  has  taken." 

We  cannot  say,  after  all,  that  we  are 
quite  satisfied  with  M.  Raspairs  own 
arrano;'emcnf ,  though  wr  donbt  not  it 
is  tbe  liesi  that  has  liitherto  been  sug- 
gested. It  may  be  considered  as  com- 
prehending  a  four^fold  division :  tbe  or> 
ganic  elements  of  tissues,  animal  and 
vegetable,  are  divided  into,  Ist,  tliose 
which  compose  organized  substances; 
2dly,  those  forming  substances  which 
the  author  stvles  organixalrices,  includ- 
ing milk  anil  sugar ;  :)dly,  those  form- 
ing organizing  sul)stanccs  —  such  as 
the  oils,  resins,  bile,  and  saliva;  and 
4thly,  those  which  go  to  compose  org-a- 
nic  substances.  Tbe  earthy  base^of  tbe 
tissues  are  tlieu  considered ;  aud  this  in- 
cludes Uie  whole  of  the  animal  and  ve. 

C'  ible  kingdoms,  as  treated  of  in  M. 
pail's  svstem. 
One  of  the  most  prominent  principles 
of  tbe  autbor*s  method  —  or  that  in 
which  his  ^*  New  Methods  of  Observa- 
tion" maybe  said  to  consist — is  the  con- 
templating every  object  and  every  phe- 
nomenon in  several  points  of  view^ 
throwing^  upon  them  light  derived  from 
various  sources.  "  Nature,"  as  lie  very 
well  observes,  "  Is  neither  exclusively  a 
chemist,  nor  a  botanist,  nor  a  zoologist, 
a  minora b)^nst,  or  a  physiologist:  she  Is 
not  pa»-celled  out  into  scientific  compart- 
ments; she  does  not  proceed  according 
tu  any  classifications  or  artificial  ar- 
rangements; she  is  unique  in  berdiver- 
sified  combinations.  liow  absurd,  then, 
is  it  to  study  those  combinations  in  a 
single  aspect ! — jct  it  is  owing  to  this 
chiefiv  that  so  much  error,  so  much  mis* 
calculation,  so  much  loss  <»f  time  has 
been  tncurncd  in  the  proceedbgs  of  tbe 
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several  sciences  about  nature.  Tlie 
truly  pl)ilosoi)ljica.l  course  which  must 
be  ad«»i)tcd,  it  we  mean  to  come  to  anj 
thiD^  like  poutive'  lesnlts,  is  this — to 
borrow  from  each  science  all  that  it  can 
coTitribute  towanls  a'^certaining  a  fact, 
or  recogiiizing"  a  law.  >»'ature,  for  ex- 
ample, havin)^  deposited  eertain  sub* 
stances  witli in  the  bosom  of  certain  or- 
gans, we  should  int<'rrf»trate  anatoraj 
lor  the  meaui^  of  being  belter  acquainted 
with  those  org-ans ;  and  when  once  we 
ha%c  come  to  this  acc^uaintancc,  then 
should  we  call  in  the  aid  of  cbtniistrv, 
with  its  re- actions  and  processes.  If 
the  orfifatts  are  too  minnte  to  be  compfie- 
hended  by  our  unassisted  seiisus,  we 
must  invoke   tlie   aid  of  luagnifyinaf 

f lasses  combined  in  the  microscope, 
hjsies  will  teach  us  to  follow  the 
course  of  the  luminous  rays,  and  to  al- 
low f«ir  tlic  effects  of  reflected  and  re- 
fracted light;  and  we  have  even  frn- 

auently  to  transport  our  laboraton'  to 
le  porte-ohjet  ot  our  microscope.  Care- 
fiill \ ,  f V.rii ,  ri  n-t  we  examine  tht'  several 
component  parts  of  our  object:  Me  must 
take  it  in  its  g^reattst  state  of  purity ;  and 
haTing*  perfectly  assured  ourselves  of  its 
cliaraettTs  aiul  its  re-actions  in  that  state, 
we  can  the  better  divine  its  properties  in 
combination."  It  is,  in  short,  the  gene- 
ral rule^the  fouf,  as  he  calls  it  in  ano- 
ther place — of  his  system,  "  that  the 
isolated  study  of  any  property,  the  study 
of  any  body  under  a  single  aspect,  witli 
whatever  cievetness,  whatever  eonscien- 
tiousnes;»,  the  observer  may  proceed, 
can  only  betray  Im'iu  info  (;t?>.r  induc- 
tions."— "  For  some  years,  '  says  M. 
Raspatl,  "  have  I  neter  ceased  to  follow 
up  and  to  apply  this  simple  and  rational 
method;  and  such  havf  T  f'ornul  to  be 
its  efficacy,  that,  without  laboratory, 
without  instruments,  without  protection, 
and  sometimes  without  resources,  it  has 
never  censed  to  be  fertile  in  results, 
which,  after  much  pcrnecution  and  out- 
rage, have  been  at  length  adopted  on 
alfsides.*' 

As  a  specimen  of  the  freedom  m  ith 
which  the  author  treats  some  of  the  fa- 
shionable doctrines  of  the  day,  we  ex- 
tract what  he  saya  reapecttng  endotmoM 
and  exosmose — terms  which  he  sars 
might  be  very  well  superseded  by  tlic 
old  familiar  tmbihition  and  ejendutiottf 
or  tranitpiration^  \'C.  The  affected  no- 
menclature of  certain  modern  j)liiloso- 
pbers  t»eems,  by  the  way,  to  be  id.  Kas- 
pail*s  aversion. 


Bndotmott  and  Stomta, 

"  In  the  year  1827  Dutrocbet  an- 
nounced that  a  liquid  of  a  certain  den- 
sity,  enelostMl  in  an  animal  membrane, 
would  attract  a  less  dense  liqtiid  divided 
from  it  by  the  membrane.  Let  there  be, 
said  he,  a  glass  funnel  terminating  with 
a  tube,  and  let  the  mouth  of  the  funnd 
be  covered  over  with  an  animal  mem- 
brane glued  to  its  sid^;  or  take  the 
eiBcum  of  a  fowl,  and  insert  into  tta 
opening  a  atrai^bt  tube,  not  a  capillarf 
one ;  if  we  now  plunge  it  iiitn  water, 
either  the  funnel  or  the  coecuiu  having 
within  them^  m  fluid  denser  than  water, 
the  latter  will  be  attracted,  or  rather 
pushed,  as  it  were,  by  a  f  >rce  ti  trrtfn^ 
through  the  membrane,  and  the  Huid 
widiin  will  presently  reach  the  top  of 
the  tube  and  run  over ;  this  is  endosfn/xr. 
If,  on  tlir  other  hand,  the  enclosed  tliml 
be  les^  dense  than  the  w  ater,  it  w  ill  be 
attracted  out  into  the  surrounding  water, 
and  the  funnel  or  cseoum  will  be  left 
empty ;  this  is  exosmnif 

**  It  seemed  to  me  that  1  had  so  oflen 
observed  the  contrary,  that  I  hasteut^d 
to  repeat  the  experiment  anew,  with  a 
certain  number  of  liquids  more  dense 
than  w  ater,  such  as  solutions  of  salts, 
&c.,  and  they  completely  contradicted 
the  fact  of  Dutrochet  [H.  Raspail  here 
refers  to  his  articles  on  tue  subjt  1 1  in  the 
Bulletin  des  Sr.  Naturellex  ]  M.  Du- 
trochet  prescaily  replied  to  me,  by  li- 
miting his  gfenend  law,^  and  applying  it 
to  no  more  than  a  certain  numoer  ofor- 
ganic  substance*?.  Gum  arabie  and  al- 
bumen he  cited  as  particularly  proper 
to  attest  the  phenomenoB.  This  ex- 
plained the  whole  matter;  the  new  law 
was  now  (•!(  irly  nothing  more  than  the 
law  of  imbibiliun ;  for  gum  arabic  and 
albumen,  rudimentary  tissues,  do  not 
pass  tbrou<rli*  or<4-ani/ed  membranea, 
M  on  the  other  hand,  they  have  a 
s>ttung  affection  for  water,  by  which  or- 
ganized membranes  are  permeable. 
Now  if  you  put  albumen  into  the  ctrcum 
of  a  fow  1,  terminating  in  a  tube  of  glass, 
and  plunged  into  water,  what  takes 
placer  Wliy,  the  ciecum  iu  the  lirst 
place  will  imbibe  the  water;  the  albu. 
men  will  then  do  the  same;  and  this; 
carmot  take  jdaee,  of  course,  w  ithout  aii 
augmentaliun  of  its  volume,  and  the  oc- 
currence of  the  other  phenomena  just 
now  descril)e<l. 

"  Let  tlie  Ciecum  be  filled  ^vifb  aleo- 
hoi,  and  plunged  into  water  >  the  alcohol. 
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not  passuitf  ilirough  orgaaizcd  mem-  orgauic  cbemistrjr,  to  avail  Uienisielves 

bnuies,  will  become  saturated  with  tbe  or  the  labours  and  Uie  {guidance  of 

water,  winch  does  pass,  and  so  its  vo-  Raspail:  they  will  Slid  bun,  we  Cbink, 

lume  will  be  aiig^mented.    In  like  man-  both  a  sleacfv  and  intelli|^eilt,  aa  be 

ner  would  it  be  with  sulphuric  acid,  had  assuredly  is  a  sturdy,  ^ide^ 

BOttbtsfiuid  tbe  properly  of  rapidly  dimr.   *  

ganizingf  the  tissues.  AVain,  rcpface  the  =™^^^=^^== 

mcTnlnaTU"  nt  the  motith  of  the  funnel  MI?rh]r*Ar    r«  A 'Z  I7rnrp  r" 

with  a  pu  ce  of  very  thin  fice-stoue;  put  aiKiUlluALt  LiAAIli  1  1  h. 

oil  into  tbe  funnel,  and  plunge  tbe  whole  SAhtrday^  August  10,  1833, 

into  alcohol  or  etlicr.    Th«  aloobol  or   

ether  pa«isin|f  throu*,^h  the  pores  more 

rapidly  than  the  oil,  will  soon  add  to  the  **        omn'bun,  Hcet  cijam  miiif,  digniuuo- 

buTk  of  tbe  fluid  within.   In  ftne,  let  tbe  i^uL^^'^  r/ZJa.  ""''".f'  *" 

gum,  in  place  of  being  dissolved,  be  in.  ^-^^r' 

troduced  into  thr  funnel  in  massei* ;  it  —  'wbro. 

v™Vr;?cte»i£etr„':i:i."Xiif  co^-^^o^  of  physicians. 

be  slaketl,  ^c.  TsB  document  which  we  aubjoin  will 

"  The  phenomena,  thcrrfore,  differ  in  render  it  apparent  that  tbe  objections 

no  respect  from  those  of  imbibition  ;  and  „.„  u.-.   «#  Ja.  a 

the  eiSdiumamitre  of  M.  Dutn»chet  can  ^ 

only  be  consideied  as  a  simple  and  ^Mne  important  points  in  the  present 

amu<iiiir  apparatus  for  cxhibilin«r  ui  ll.  constitution  of  the  College  of  Physi- 

know  n  ai*pearances.    Accordingly  we  cians,  have  found  an  echo  in  the  senti- 

sfiftite,  ha>  s.icoessively  fallen  thro.i_h  ^'  '"n'Ml.      I  l,at  vm-  are,  and  ever  have 

the  hands  of  reportti-s,  and  the  amli(»r  l^et",  amun-  the  truest  friends  of  the 

himself,  from  the  rank  of  a  law  of  yewe-  learned   bodv  in  question,  none  we 

^!l{!^r''''"^**"***^ •ii«w/ortPei^#«*fc  believe,  will  ili.pute,  except  those  whose 

in  the"  preliminary   maltrr  of  the  ^'Jl^-'"^^^"^*  ^imou  is  obscured  by  that 

volume  there  is  an  excelienl  account  of  haze, — the  result  of  their  own 

the  author's  processes,  in  tbe  little  and  niystifications,^which  seems  to  surround 

in  tin  large  way  :  the  former  compre.  all  our  cori>orate  institutions,  and  to  pre- 

iK  ndiJiir  s<mic  valuable  remarks  nn  the  a*:.             r             .  . 

structure  and  use  of  the  microscope;  A"-"  "«*«e8  from  perecivmgr  the 

and,  by  tbe  w  ay,  it  deser%'es  to  be  men-  cl>»ng««  wbich  are  daily  taking*  place  in 

tioncd  that  most  of  tiie  ohscrvations  on  the  world  around— >or,  at  all  eveata, 

which  M.  Raspail  prides  himself,  he  in-  from  being  able  to  appreciate  them  duly, 

lorms  us  were  made  with  a  two-franc  or  r 

simple  microieope     The  reader  will,  ^""^ ^'l ^^^'^^""ff  ^ 

perhaps,  remember  that  the  beautiful  '"^  J"**'  privilepfcs  enjoyed  by 

observations  of  Swamtundani  were,  in  'he  College  of  Physicians,  that  we  are 

like  mauncr,  made  with  perhaps  even  nrmt  anxious  to  see  them  increased: 

less  asidstance  from  ari^with  a  common  i,,,.  fi,<.,,                    .i  •  •  u 

magnifier.  '        '      ^^nttld  have  thnr  influence 

We  d.»  not,  nor  could  wc  in  a  short    <^*'^<''"'^^^1  il'^n.  ral  body  of  phy- 

nofire  of  tliis  kind,  attempt  to  give  any  si<  i  u's,  iH)t  couccutrated,  as  at  pre- 
ying like  an  account  of  the  particular    sent,  in  a  few,  to  the  exrlnsion  of 

doctrines  of  the  author.   So  many  cu-  ..flioi^  r...:*^      ,j ,             a\-  u 

•           1     •  •    1                     1       •  oiners  quite  a>  (l«'s<>i\  11  "f.    \>  c  would 

nous  and  orisriiial  pa^sacrcs  struck  lis  III  ,          u     •    •  • 

tbe  perusal  of  the  volume,  that  though  junsdicUoii  ul   the  College 

we  began  by  marKing  passages  suitable  confined  to  a  comparatively  small 

I0  be  extracted,  we  soon,  in  consei^uence  number  of  individuals,  and  contracted 

of  thcr  extent,  gave  up  tho  desijni  in  ^iifcin  ^1,^  «Bge  of  seven  miles  fiom 

despair.    VV e cannot,  ho» ever, conclude  ^.        ^             .        i«.  . 

without  strongly  recommending  all  those  metropolis;  but  would  have  it  em* 

of  our  readers  whose  studies  are  at  all  ^^"^^      ^o  physicians  in  England—* 

directed  to  the  interestin^p  pursuits  of  regpnlating  its  own  faculty  in  evetfj 
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loirn  and  everjr  connty  :  just  in  the 
same  maimer  as  the  aliegiance  dne  to 
the  CoUefife  of  Surgeons,  thou|^h  purelj 
honorary  and  not  compelled  by  law,  is  jet 
acknowledged  as  much  in  the  most  dis^ 
tant  quarters  as  in  the  immediate  vici- 
nity  of  their  Hall.  We  are  awai-e  that 
there  are  men  in  the  Callege  of  Phy- 
sicians who  regard  all  rrn«!nre  as  pre- 
sunipttunis,  and  shrink  from  all  change 
as  prodiiciivc  of  anarchy  and  ruin; 
but  we  alsd  know  that  then;  are  others 
wlio  itiark  the  si^^ns  of  the  times  with  a 
discerning  eye,  and  who  perceive  tJie 
necessity  of  some  timely  reformation. 
To  the  former  we  have  no  ar^^ments  to 
address,  for  to  none  would  they  Ibten ; 
but  to  the  latter  we  appeal  in  fiiendly 
though  most  earnest  entreaty,  to  take  ad- 
Tantage  of  the  opportunity  which  is 
alTorded  them,  and  to  set  their  house  in 
or«lcr  ere  yet  it  he  too  late. 

The  present  hye-laws,  regarding  the 
division  of  qualified  physicians  into 
Fellows  an<l  Licentiates,  arc  highly 
ohjectionable.  It  is  monstrous  that  a 
ycKing  gentleman  fn tni  Oxford  or  C":un- 
hridge  should,  as  a  niatt<T  of  course,  be 
received  into  the  l  ellowsliip,  uhile  all 
those  linltliiiy;'  other  de^^ncs  sfjould  he 
lieiii  «1  that  honour.  It  is  admitted,  in- 
deed, that  some  of  the  Licentiates  may 
be  deserving  men,  —  "  Qjuandoquidem 
fieri  potest  ui  inttr  PtmUuot  numeren- 
tur  vtVi  quidtm  €^t$ii,  et  de  re  medicA 
prtteUtri  meriU,  qutu  ttaiutum  noetrum 
de  Soeiit  fit  ordinem  Seehrum  eoeptmi 
wtatf**—9ad  eonsequeirtlyy  by  the  shew, 
ing  of  the  College  itself,  their  exclusion 
may  be  a  possible  injustice.  We  do 
not,  howerer,  mean  that  all  ought 
at  once  to  occupy  precisely  the  same 
position ;  liiit  that  some  mode  very 
diffcrvDt  iVoin  the  present  ought  to 
lie  a»iii])!r  (1,  III"  a-sig-ning  their  j)laces 
to  u-iui:int>:  tiiat  the  designations 
given  i«»  iliern  ought  to  be  changed, 
and  that  of  Licentiate  altogether  abo> 
lished*  Nor  can  it  well  be  regarded  as 


an  nnteaaonable  demand,  that  they  who 
submit  to  the  ordeal  of  the  College,  and 
pay  so  considerable  a  sum  as  Uie  licen- 
tiates do,  should  be  acknowledged  as 
integrsl  parts  of  the  institntton,  and  ad- 
mitted to  some  share  in  the  management ; 
were  it  only  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
election  of  others  into  the  governing 
body.  As  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
doors  of  th**  College  are  shut  against 
the  newly  admitted  phvsicinn,  the  mo. 
nu  nt  he  has  paid  6<>/.  17«.,  it  is  alto- 
gether indefensible.  We  perceive  that 
it  is  stated  by  tlie  petitioners  as  a 
grievance  that  they  arc  excluded  from 
the  library  and  museum.  The  loss  they 
sustain,  indeed,  by  exelosion  from  the 
former,  is  more  nominal  than  real.-« 
the  funds  being  too  scanty  to  admit  of 
keeping  up  the  collection  of  books* 
But  here,  again,  is  proof  of  on'e  of  the 
imperfections  of  the  present  system, 
w  hich  would  at  once  be  obriated  by  the 
income  which  a  few  pounds  a  year 
from  each  Licentiate  would  supply — 
a  cnntribntion  which,  we  are  assured, 
they  would  most  rcailily  make.  Wotild 
the  Fellows  rather  have  a  had  lif»rary 
to  themselves,  than  enjoy  the  luxury 
and  the  hencht  of  a  good  one,  in 
common  with  the  Licentiates?  Wc 
pause  for  a  reply. 

These,  however,  are  but  niiuor  poiuts, 
felating^  to  the  two  orders  into  which 
physicians  are  dinded,  rather  than  to 
the  interests  of  the  pnblie.  It  is  this 
last  consideration  whidi,  it  is  to  be 
IHfesomed,  will  influence  our  Icgislatofa 
in  any  change  that  may  be  effected. 
And  who  will  say  that  llic  College 
of  Physiciana  ezcfctse  all  that  control, 
morally  or  legally,  which  ought  to  at- 
tach to  the  head  of  such  a  profi*«;sion  ? 
The  physir  iim  who  fakes  out  tlieir  license 
gains  no  honour  hy  it;  he  who  (hclines 
to  do  so  sustains  no  loss.  The  uuhluiih- 
ing  empiric  flourishes  in  their  despite; 
and  the  member  of  their  body  who 
chooses  to  brave  the  opinion  of  his  brc- 
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thrcu,  may  deal  in  nostniins  mid  secret 
remedies,  and  follow  all  tlic  devices  of 
the  yenest  quack,  witlioat  the  College 
interferingf .  It  is  above  them  or  beneath 
thetn  to  gainsay  such  doings,  and  in 
either  case  the  result  is  the  same— diejr 
are  aculral,  negative,  and  useless. 

But  it  is  quite  notorious  that  we  and 
others  might  write  oar  fingers  to  the 
bone  ^vitbout  producing*  any  practical 
effect;  for  a  majority  of  the  Fellows 
think  that  tho  ("ollcg'e  has  hitherto  an- 
s\»«Tr«l  their  ]nirp()sp  very  «  p1I,  n\u]  that 
it  M  ilJ  last  their  time.  W  iih  this  com- 
fortable as'inrauce,  they  sit  dow  n  in  the 
<lotcmiinatiou  to  do  nothing,  except 
outvote  their  more  active  neighbours. 
Tbc  Petition  of  the  Physicians  practising 
in  London,  however,  will  probably 
rouse  them  from  their  apathj;  and  as 
we  know  that  there  exists  in  the  College 
a  considerable  number  of  liberal  men, 
who  are  sincerely  anxious  to  do  what  is 
right,  both  by  the  public  and  the  profes- 
sion, so  we  an^  not  altogether  without 
hope  that  the  rei'orm  may  even  yet  come 
from  within*  The  approaching  recess 
affords  one  more  opportunity,  uhiili, 
for  tlu'  sake  of  all  jiartics,  wc  earnestly 
Jiope  Avill  not  be  neglected  :  if  it  he  so, 
wc  are  convinced,  both  from  uLat  is 
passiiirr  aronml  ami  iiom  jirivatc  sources 
of  inlurmatioii,  that  anutlier  year  will 
not  elapse  without  the  appointment  of  a 
parliamentary  committee  or  a  royal  com- 
mission,— by  neither  of  which  will  they 
be  handled  as  gently  as  they  might  even 
yet  be  by  themselves.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  the  time  be  turned  lo  due  ac- 
count, and  any  disposition  evinced 
to  the  adoption  of  liberal  measures,  we 
doubt  not  that  ihey  will  find  those  who 
have  signed  the  following  petition<-> 
remarkable  as  it  is  for  its  freedom  from 
invective — as  well  as  all  other  well- 
educated  jihyslrians,  v»  iiliiin;^  anil  aujfious 
to  ro-oj)erate  with  lln  iu  in  maintaining 
the  respeei  dn-  to  to*  n  ordi  r,  and  in 
raising  the  character  ol"  their  C  ollege. 


We  understand  that  some  of  those 
whose  names  are  appended  to  the  pe- 
tition have  fonned  dieroselves  into  an 
association,  with  a  view  of  furthering 
the  attainment  of  their  object. 

The  following  petition  lias  been  pre- 
sented to  both  Uou;s»e6  of  Parliament ; — 

THE  PETITION 

or  THB  VNVERSIONED  PHYSICIANS,  PRAC- 
TISING IN  tiOMPON, 

Humbly  thevceihy 

That  the  Charter  of  the  Iloyal  College 
of  Physicians  of  London  was  granted  oy 

Henry  the  £ighth,  for  the  advancement 
of  ^ledieal  S<  ieiice  and  fr»r  the  protec- 
tion of  the  public  "  a^rainst  the  temerity 
of  wicked  men,  and  Uie  practice  of  the 
ignorant." 

That  six  physicians  were  named  in 
the  Charter,  who,  together  with  all  men 
of  the  same  Faculty  then  resident  iu 
London,  were  constituted  one  body, 
commonalty,  or  perpetual  College. 

That  the  perpetuity  of  the  College 
was  to  he  kept  up  by  the  future  adiaib- 
sion  of  all  men  of  the  same  Faculty  into 

the  College. 

That  isevural  of  the  six  plivsieians 
named  in  the  Charter,  studied  at,  and 
possessed  tiegrees  froiu,  foreign  Univer- 
sitit  s  ;  and  that  no  distinction  is  men- 
tioned, as  n  trards  the  Universitv  where 
a  phvMcian  may  have  obtained  his  de- 
gree.' 

That  all  physicians  entitled  to  prac- 
tise in  Tjondon,  are  ecpially  entitled, 
under  tiic  Charter,  to  admiiijiiou  to  the 
Fellowship  of  the  College. 

Voiir  petitioners  are  prepared  to  show, 
that  bve-la«s  have  been  framed,  and 
long  acted  upon,  by  the  College^  which 
are  directly  opposed  to,  and  in  violation 
of,  the  letter  and  meaning  of  the  said 
Charter 

That  liic  physicians  practising  in 
London  are  invidiously  divided,  by  the 
bye-laws  of  the  College,  into  two  or- 
ders:  one  is  'ItMifMuinated  Frllows  ;  the 
other,  constiiutuig  by  far  the  majority, 
is  designated  (and  hj  implication  de- 
graded; by  the  te  rtu  Licentiates. 

Tbat  the  r<  11<)\vh  haveusuqied  alltlie 
corporate  power,  offices,  privileges,  and 
emoluments,  attached  to  the  Cidlegc; 
that  the  Licentiates  do  not  participalt  in 
lhe>e  l.(  iiefits,  but  arc  ilb  gaily  excluded 
Irom  all  the  utiices,  and  any  aiiare  iu  the 
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waiiaj^eincnt  of  the  Corporation;  and 
•o  ftru  tbii  principle  of  exdusioB  €«r> 

ried,  that  the  Licentiates  are  not  evett 
admitted  to  tbe  library  or  muMum  of 

ibe  Coiiege. 

Tbat  there  exints  no  foundation  in  tbe 
Chartfr,  or  in  the  Acts  confirming  it, 
fir  irih  distinction  of  onlers,  and  con^ 
Mruitcnl  exclusion  from  all  privileges. 

That,  according-  to  one  of  tbe  bje- 
]ai«  >,  lui  physidau  can  claim  adniisaion 
as  a  I't  llow,  uiil(  s<  ]]<■  li  IS  £fnH?iiafeil, 
or  been  adttiiited  uU  cuitdtm,  at  the  Uni- 
versities of  Oxfonl  or  Cambridge,  where 
medicine  is  imperfectly  tau«ifht ;  while 
physicians  who  v  ^T.iduated  at  other 
British  or  Foreijs^n  I  niversities.  (  f  l»v 
brated  as  schools  of  medicine,  arc  utk 
justly  excluded  from  tbe  Fellowship  l»y 
this  obnoxious  bye-law. 

That  the  Ctillrj^r  was  adnimiJ'shed 
from  tbe  Bench,  by  the  Lord  Chief  Ju». 
tice  Mansfield,  to  amend  their  bre-laws 
in  reference  to  the  admission  nC  Liceii- 
tintcs  intn  th'-  llowsfitp ;  that,  infln- 
cnced  by  this  censure,  the  Colle|]je 
firamcd  other  bye^laws,  deceptive  iu  their 
diaracter,  which,  whnii  \<  i  they  have 
been  acted  upon,  have  tended  still  ftir- 
tbrr  to  deprc&&  and  injure  the  order  ot 
Licentiates. 

That  the  College  demand  and  receive 
a  lariife  sum  of  monrv  from  the  Fellows 
find  r.icentiates,  for  the  supp<>sed  privi- 
li'l^o  of  practising  as  physicians  within  a 
circuit  of  seven  miles  round  London,  and 
that  tli.n  (In  not  and  canoot  protect 
tbeiu  iu  this  privilege. 

That  the  Graduates  of  Oxford  and 
Cambridjce  are  oblig-ed  to  be  members 
of  the  eslablishrd  Church  of  En^^Iand, 
and,  i  (»nvi  i[iirtitly,  all  fJi^«^ent<>rs  are  ex- 
cluded iivui  cUiiuiug  the  FeUowshij»; 
this  your  petitioners  consider  as  a  gnc. 
Tous  injustice,  and  an  act  of  intolerance 
unb' '  ofiiirifj  the  present  ape. 

Tiiat  tiiese  inridiuuti  bye-lau>,  made 
in  the  snirtt  of  corporate  monopoly,  hare 
ini-olrea  the  C«>lh      in  continued  liti- 

Srtion,  atid  crr-ated  a  jcal  u>y  Ix  tworii 
e  Fellows  and  Licentiates  dist:rc(lita- 
ble  to  Che  membet*  of  a  liberal  pro- 
lesaton. 

That  your  petitioners,  with  drffrence, 
submit,  that  the  College  of  Physicians, 
as  at  preiirnt  constituted,  is  wbollr  in- 
ade<|iiate  to  the  due  n'^ation  of  the 
n:f  f?i  ':il  imifi  svinii  in  this  country,  and 
ihi-  pnitection  of  the  public; — and  fur- 
ther, that  the  Charter  of  the  Colli>ge  iu 
no  way  |iro>idcs  fw  the  practice  orphy* 


sicians  in  the  several  counties  of  Lng> 
land  and  Wales. 

Confiding^  iu  the  wisdom  of  Psrlim- 
ment,  your  petitioners  therefore  pray, 

that  your  H<mnnrablc  House  will  insti. 
tute  such  inquiry  into  the  stat«'  of  the 
medical  profession  in  this  country,  and 
the  College  of  Physicians  in  particular, 
a.s  will  lead  to  the  fiavning'  oi  laus,  by 
\y  bich  the  esiU  complaint  of  may  be 
removed. 

And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray,  iVe. 
CiiLBEtT  Blanb.    W  Nk  holl. 

H.  CLl  TTERBtCK.     A.  T.  ThuMSOM. 


G.  BlRKIiECK. 
W.  SoMCK\iLL£. 
MORISON. 

TiioM  \«;  TlrtowN. 

A.  HlM)Ml>OM. 

C.  F.  Forbes. 
Charles  Locock. 
Neik  Arnott. 
R.  Macleod. 
John  Vetch. 
W.  Gairdmbr. 
W.  Russell. 
Tfi  (.It  Lrv. 
James  Clark. 
Robert  Lee. 
Marshall  HalL. 
w.  whymper. 
Thomas  HodgkiV, 
C.  J.  B.  Williams, 
A.  TwBEniB. 
Henrt  Datibs. 
J.  W.  Cra\'e. 
Tueod.  Gordon. 


John  Sims. 

J  a  MLS  Cuf'LAND. 

Geor(.e  Grsoobt. 

J.  C  SoMrRVll.T.K, 
Jamk'^  Haimlet. 
John  \V  LattTEB. 

T.  H.  BVROBB. 

Thomas  Davjbs. 
T.  2$.  Smith. 
David  Barbt.  • 
CtaARLBs  HcMxanp. 
John  Folbt. 
Francis  Boot. 
R.  M.  Kerrison. 
C.  J.  Robbbtb. 
William  Stbovo. 
James  .Iohxsov. 
Edward  Rigid. 
R.  Richardson. 
G.  O.  Su  Moiro. 
Jamfs  Hope. 

A.  T.  UOLBOVIK 


CHOLERA-GOVERNMENT  AR- 
RANGEMENTS. 

Cholera,  in  the  same  funn  as  that 
which  excited  ro  mucli  Rtlention  rImvi 

this  time  last  year,  is  now  prevalent  im 
F<>ihI«iii  to  a  vrrv  roii<id<  raMr  «  \t»  nt. 
Intiucncetl  prtibaidv  hy  the  little  appa- 
rent  benellc  wltien  rormerlj  feBoBcd 
fr«>ni  their  exertions,  the  Govemnseal 
1)1(1  <  >i(lrntly  determined  t»»  turn  a  deaf 
car  upon  the  rumours  which  htite  been 
for  tfome  time  aflott  on  the  subject ;  bat 
this  inteution  seems  likelj  to  be  defeated 
bv  ilir  sfrjis  taken  by  tin-  f«>- 

rciffu  authorities.  h^cd«ui,  liuUiu^  that 
cholerB  waa  aaid  to  prerail  in  some  of 
our  sea-porla,  but  without  any  offietid 
adiiiis'>i<»n  of  fliF-  f'lrt  fu  invj-  mmlr,  Iiir 
adopted  the  su unitary  course  of  pliiiiiaf 
all  vessels  from  any  part  of  England 
under  qiHimuliite ;  tan  France  bR»  or. 
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BYE-LAWS  OF  THE  C< 

4eicd,  tliat  •hipt  from  London  be  visited 

hj  a  health  otRccr  before  tnj  one  is  al- 
lowed  to  land.  The  lat*er  p;'ovf»njment, 
we  know,  has  euiplmrcd  an  agent  iu 
London,  to  obtain  and  trunmic  to  tbem 
the  requisite  information  on  the  snbject. 
It  is  probable  that  th«'<o  arc  llie  CMnside- 
rations  which  have  uitbin  the  last  few 
days  led  to  the  adoption  of  measures  at 
home  by  which  the  Government  shall 
be  enabled  t<»  prooirr  statistical  retunis 
indicative  of  the  slate  ol'  the  disease  iu 
the  metropolis.  These,  we  arc  informed, 
arc  to  consist  in  the  appointment  of  me- 
dical men  in  ditf*  irnt  di nicts,  to  report 
daily  the  number  <>t  case  s  which  occur 
in  their  respective  departments. 

JACKSONIAN  PRIZi:S. 

Two  prize  subjectJi  are  proposed  b^  the 
College  of  mireeons,  for  1834— vix. 
1.  Inpiries  and  l>i8eases  of  the  Nose 

and  Nasal  Suki^cs;  and,  2  Trtantis. 

The  prize  subject  for  the  present  ^ear 
is,  The  Formation,  Constttuents,  and 
Extraction  of  Urinary  Caculi.  The 
dtssrrtalionsto  he  g-iven  in  before  Christ- 
inas :  conditions  the  same  as  heretofore. 


A  COPY 

of  the  Regclatioxs  or  Bye -Laws  wtder 
uhieh  th«  Oraduatti  m  Phyde  hm^  hem 
a  lmitted  as  Fellows  of  tht  mnftU  f  of 
Fhysidant  <f  London,  nnf  lAs  yssr  177 1. 

De  ordine  Candidatorcm. 
I.  — Nemo  in  Cnndidatoran>  rir.lint>m 
admittatur  qui  uuu  in  omnia  Hritannia- 
mm  Joianatits  est,  Tdqui  muuus  Coilcgii 
qnodvis  exequi  per  statuta  Kegni  probibi- 
tas  est 

IT. — Nemo  in  Caadidatornm  ordlnnn 

admittatur  qui  uon  ntinnm  tBtatis  SUB  vi- 
ccssimum  scxtum  elau^eriU 

II L— Nemo  in  Candidatomm  ordinem 
admittatur  nisi  qui  in  Acadmii  i  vel  Oxo- 
niensi  vel  Cantabris^iensi  Miiliciua^  J)(»ctor 
creatns  fuerit,  idque  po^tquam  omnia  iu 
Statutis  utriuforis  Academiie  pnescripta 
complevcrit,  sine  di^^prn'-ationc  vol  [gratia 
insoiita,  Si  quis  ver6  Ducturatus  gnidum 
in  Academia  Dnblinensi  adeptus  fuerit, 
Tolmnus  ut  antequam  elitjeiidus  jtr<»'  ona- 
tur,  literas  testimonialcs  tarn  ab  ilia  Aea- 
demiu,  de  pra>stitis  omnibus  excrcitii<i  ibi 
necessariis  sine  dispensatione  vel  gratis  in- 
t;»'!i'  *,  <|nfun  ab  alterutra  Academiarum 
pro-'UtUtrum  de  corporatione  suii  Ilcgis- 
trario  proferat.  Ulos  vero  qui  in  pnedictis 
Acadtmiis  vcl  honoris  causa,  ^(1  ex  man 
dato  qualicuuque  aut  priviJ*4(io  cxlruordi- 
nario,  Medicinsp  Doctoies  crratt  fucrint, 
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gmdAs  istittsmodi  virtntein  CandidMomm 
ofdinem  cooptaii  nolamus 

Be  Soctis,  . 

— Nemo  in  Soeforom  ordinem  admit- 
tatur, qui  non  fuerit  aut  annum  intejrmm 
Candidatus  postquam  Doctoris  Medicinat 
gradum  susceperit;  seenndnm  formam  de 

Candidatis  dietam,  aut  ^  Permissomm 

numero  elcctus,  ut  postea  statntum  e>;t. 

IL — Nemo  in  Sociorum  ordiuem  admit- 
tatur, qui  non  in  omnia  Britanniarum  Jura 
natus  e"st,  vel  qui  mnnus  Cidlepii  fjunrlvia 
exequi  per  8tatuta  Kegni  prohibitus  est. 

III. — Nollns  CnndidatQs  in  Soeiomm. 
ordinem  p.dytiiTtn'ur,  nisi  prius  Prsvidcn- 
tern  gratiie  impetranda}  ergo  visitaverit. 

I  v.**  Nemo  in  Soeiorttm  ordinem  admit- 
tatur, qui  medicamentum  quodvis  arca- 
num, (nostrum  vulff»'<  dietnm)  in  morbis 
curandis  ad  qu.TStum  usurpaverit,  aut  qui 
Pharmacoptdi'e  aut  ObAtetricis  arte  aut 
mercibns  (niihusvis  vendendiis  rictum  qnao. 
ritarent,  nisi  gravi  aliqud  de  causa  Comi> 
tiis  Majoribita  approbandi  alitor  Tbnm 
fuerit. 

V.  — Nemo  in  Sociorum  ordinem  eleetns 
admittatur,  nisi  prius  fldem  infhi  serlptam 
Presidenti  aus  Fropra^sidenti,  coram  So- 

ciiH  pnescntihus  in  3fajoribus  Comitiis  de- 
dtrit;  —  " -iduitcris  pro  viribus  ut  status 
Coilcgii  perpetuetnr,  statuta  Collegii  ob- 
sena1)is,  nut  mulcta!;  tihi  rontm  fadenti 
irrogandas  promote  persolves. 

"  Seereta  ColleirH  foras  non  Tolgabis. 

"  Ncminem  aut  in  Soeionim  aut  Candi- 
datomm ordiuem  cooptandum  aut  ad  me- 
didnie  fiicnltntem  in  nrbe  Londino  et  per 
septcm  milliaria  in  circuitu  ejusdcm  excr- 
cendam  admittcndum,  deeernes,  quern,  sp. 
posito  omni  nflVelu,  bcieutia  aut  moribus 
minus  idoneum  esse  judicaveris. 

'*  Omnia  denique  in  arte  medica  pro  vi- 
ribus facies  ad  honorcm  Collegii  ct  rcipub- 
lie»  ntilitatem." 

VI,  —  Qiiam  fldem  lift  i  is  mandatam 
qoiUbet  Sociis  postquaju  admissus  fuerit, 
insuper  confirmet  nomine  suo  sulncripto. 

Db  PSBMISSORrM  EtrCTIOVE  SZTBA- 
ORDIXARIA   IN  SoCIOS. 

I.— Quandoquidem  fieri  potest  ut  inter 
Permissos  nomerenturTirl  qoidam  ^regii, 
et  de  re  medic.i  pneclari-  mcriti,  quos  sta- 
tutum  nostrum  d«  Sociis  in  ordinem  So- 
ciorum cooptar!  vetat;  atatuirons  et  ordl- 
namus  ut  non  obstante  statuto  de  Sociis, 
lieeat  Pr:rsidenti  quotannis  ncc  sspiiks  in 
Comitiis  Minoribus  Ordinariis  roensc  Mar- 
tis  babitis,  nisi  gravi  utiqu4  de  causA  Co- 
mitiis Miy  ohbus  approbanda  alio  mense  fi* 


*  We  omit  Aomc  regulations  regard  n((  secret 
remedlcH,  vi-hich  ore  repeated  in  the  article  de 
><'c/^i.  We  also  omit  the  form*  of  exaniinatlun 
•ad  oi  admissiuit,  btcsasc  Ihcy  arc  slrtMlr  wcQ 
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•an  fuerit ;  immii,  pro  rao  azbitrio,  ^  F^- 

missis  qui  dccennium  cnmplcrcrit  h  tcm- 

5 ore  adjiiissiooisyUtputf  moruin  integri  tuie, 
octrinA  et  artis  medicte  periti&  insii^cni, 
in  Socium  approlcimlum  Censoribus  pro. 
poncre;  qui  si  I'la  sidt'ns  1 1  C'ensorcs  aut 
eorum  major  par?!,  sulTra^^iiH  per  pilofi  oc- 
cultii  ucceptis  consenseril,  in  Cuniitiis  Ma- 
joribus  ()rdinttriis  postridif?  nativitaiis 
Diri  Johannis  Baptists)  habitis,  a  l'ra.>.si. 
dentein  S«kcium  elifeadiupn>ponatnr;  rt 
si  major  pars  Sociorom  praasentiiitn  s'lf 
fragiiii  per  pUas  occultt^  acceptis,  couM^a- 
Mnt,  in  Societatem  nostnun  qiuun  primum 
^  adinittatur. 

II.  — Non  licebit  Pra^sidenti  altcrum  iis. 
dcm  Com  it  iis  Minorilmt  approbandiuii 
propnnt'rc,  sivc  vir  pcopositut  apjnobatns 
lUerit,  sive  rcjectns. 

III.  —  Quicunque  ita  6  Pcrmissonim 
numero  in  ordinem  Sociorum  approbandiu 
propiinatur,  emn  approbandum  proponat 
PrftfsideuK  iu  t'omitiis  Miuoribus  hisee 
?erbis:— '*  Commendo  toWs  A.  B.  qui  de- 
n  iiriinin  coiii])lcvit  ■  \  '[ii"  ii  mjiore  in  Per- 
liiissoium  iiuincrum  admisiius  est;  quem, 
proi>tc'r  e^rc^iam  momm  probitatrai,  doc- 
trinam,  et  sin^ularem  in  arte  medica  pcri- 
tiam,  omninodignum  censco,  qui,.suffragiis 
vestris  prius  approbatns,  t'ligtndus  in  So- 
cium proponaturConiltiiM  Majoiibuii  Ordi- 
nariiH  postridit-  nativitatis  Divi  Johannis 
BaptisUic  habcudis."  Et  in  Comitiis  ^la- 
jonbiif  bis  Terbis:-"-**  Propono  vobis  A.  B. 
piiijittT  t  ^:^'^?:iam  nmnim  probitatcm,  doc- 
triuam,  et  siuffularem  in  arte  medic&  peri' 
tiam,  et  in  ordinem  Sociorum  eligendnm.*' 

IV.  — Non  licebit  Pmpnpsidenti  Td  PttB 
sidentis  vicario  hoc  ufliciu  fungi. 

V.  — Liceat  jmrro  cuilibet  Sociorum  in 
Comitiis  Majoribus  Ordinariit,  pottridifc 
JDivi  Michaelis  habcndis,  aliquem  qni  nn- 
nos  Keptem  iutcgrus  tu  uumen>  i'erniisso- 
nim  fuerit,  annumque  »taUs  sue  triceai- 
mum  sextumclatueritf  examinandum  pro- 
pouere. 

VI.  —  Nemo  Ter6  aliqttem  ^  Pennftaoram 

numero  ita  cxnminandum  proponat,  nisi 
prius  in  Comitiis  Majoribus  pdstridic  Divi 
Johannis  P.aptistse  pr(»ximi:  liubtlirt  suum 
consilium  Collrgio  palnui  ex|iotaerit. 

VTF  — (^iii  I'lnniMim  aliquem  exami- 
nandum  proijoiul  Ins  utatur  verbis:  — 
"  liiceat  mini  pruponere  Pretidenti  et 
Collegio  viruin  t  i^n  i^ium,  A.  T?.  qui  annum 
aetatid  triccsimum  sextum  clausit,  et  qui 
ultm  annofl  septem  Medicinn  facultatvm 
t  xt  r<  nit,  ex  quo  tempore  in  Pcrmissiorum 
numerum  udmissus  fuit;  et  quem  scio  esse 
aptum  Iiabilem  et  iduneum  taro  Muhbus 
(luam  DoctrinA,  qni  in  Societatem  nottnun 
eugatur." 

VIII. —  Isadeo,  si  conjtenserit  raiyor pars 
Socionim  in  illis  Comitiis  ])r:i>sentinra, 

jtixtn  t'nnnam  pro  Candi'lutis  usitatam  u 
i'ni  sidintc  vd  i'roprfcsidcutc  et  Sociis  in 
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trlbne  Comitiis  Majoribus  Ordiu an  is  rxa- 
mincttir;  ct  si  in  sinc^nlis examinationibus 
a  majoru  parte  Sociorum  prsesentium  in 
illiii  ComitiiR  approbatns  nicvit,  snffragits 

Eerpilas  oc  ciilti'  nrcepiis  Comitiis  Majori- 
us  Ordinariis  proximt;  inscqucntibtis,  a 
Pnesidente  vel  Propnesidente  pn>ponatar 
in  ordinem  ScKrionim  admittendos;  et  si 
rnnscnscrit  major  pars  Sociorum  in  t!Ii$ 
Couiiliis  jjra'stntiinn ;  sufl"ra:riis  p«T  pilas 
r)eeultd  aeceptis  quam  primum  <<)mmtH)^ 
fieri  potest,  admittatnr,  duraniodo  luc  K  x 
terron  nec  ullum  statutum  CoUi^i  nostri 
enndem  ad  ilind  beneBdum  accipieBdiim 
inhabilem  leddiderit 

[We  are  compelled,  from  want  of  room, 
to  omit  the  statement  of  the  6 nances,  but 

we  may  obsrrv  r,  TneJin ttiTH',  tliat  it  t  Itiirlv 
proves  that  no  biumc  can  be  attached  to 
die  CoUcfe  on  tliat  ecoie.— E.  O.] 
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CitHieai  Btmarks  on  a  rare  form  ^  DUmm  ^ 

Ute  Knee-joint. 

By  Mk.  C^nar  Hawkins. 

Mr.  IT^^vKl^■s  bcLjaii  by  sayiiii»  that  be 
wislied  to  din^ct  the  attention  of  the  gen- 
tlemen  present  to  a  case  now  in  the  bos. 
pital,  which  be  imagined  was  an  example 
of  an  unusual  ailection  of  the  koee-joint, 
(of  which,  at  least,  he  onljrecollectea  bar. 
ing  seen  four  oilu  r  cases,)  and  which  was 
well  deserving  of  their  examination,  since 
two  of  those  four  died;  and  although  in 
many  respeets  resembling  inflammation  of 
the  synovial  membrane,  it  was,  in  fact, 
esscutiaiiv  diflerent,  and  did  not  yield  tu 
the  ordinary  remedies  employed  In  jovial 
inflammation. 

It  is  the  case  (Mr.  Hawluns  said)  of 
William  Eferitt,  90  years  of  a^e,  who 
was  admitted  on  the  hrst  of  the  present 
month  (Julv).  He  stated,  that  on  the 
morning  of  fiis  admission,  while  following 
his  employment  as  a  groom,  he  first  fw 
pain  in  his  left  Icnee,  which  rn;  t  lly  in. 
creased,  so  that  in  tuMhmtn  the  joint  was 
so  painftil  and  swollen  that  he  could  work 
no  lonfffT.  When  be  was  brought  here,  hi?? 
extremities  were  covered  with  urticaria  fe- 
brilis,  and  he  snflfeied  so  much  tnan  hirtr 
that  the  hnijse-Burgcon  placed  bim  under 
the  physician's  care,  and  i  have  not  seen 
him  till  the  day  before  yesterday.  I  need 
hardly  observe,  that  this  acute  urticaria  ia 
only  an  accidental  coincidence,  h?h1  hti» 
nothing  to  do  witli  the di!>ca.sc  of  Liu-  knee. 
The  joint,  I  understand,  was  at  that  time 
very  much  swollen,  and  so  (laiiifiil  that  he 
could  scuivcly  bcur  the  skin  even  to  be 


^  kjui^uo  i.y  Google 


ME*  HAWKINS  ON  DtS%A8E  OF  THE  KNBE-JOINT, 


653 


touched.  lie  attributed  the  attack  to  a 
kick  Ue  received  a  mouth  previoiuly  from 
aliMae,b«ttllis  nve  bini  no  pain  or  incoa- 
venience;  and  Ine  appearance  of  the  kntc 
ia  so  exactly  the  same  as  m  Xhe  other  cases 
which  I  hftTe  seen,  that  I  hare  no  doubt 
the  kick  was  not  the  cause  of  the  disease : 
in  fact,  all  our  patients  are  fond  of  attri- 
buting any  local  aflection  to  some  premnt 
local  injurv. 

Now,  to*  explain  to  you  what  T  believe 
the  case  to  have  orij^inated  in,  let  uie  men- 
tion to  jou  the  pievioiu  cases  which  I  liave 
ieen. 

'I'be  first  was  a  young  woman,  22  years 
of  age,  who  wu  admitted  on  the  96th 

Julv,  IS-*7,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Rrodie, 
witli  considerable  enlargement  of  the 
knee-joint,  and  exquisite  pain  occasioned 
by  the  slightest  pressure,  and  with  aefcn 
symptoniMfie  fever.  The  pain  and  swell- 
ing had  appeared  suddenly  the  day  be- 
fore, without  any  previous  shivering  or  any 
injury.  Neither  had  she  been  particuhirly 
exposed  to  cold  or  wet,  hut  she  had  for  a 
month  or  more  been  sobjeet  to  attacks  of 
rheumatism  in  the  elbow  and  shoulders, 
and  had  been  leading  a  life  of  prostitn- 
tiou.  'I'lie  symptoms  and  appearance  of 
the  joint  were  not  precisely  those  of  rbeu- 
mati^in  nt"  the  synovial  membrane,  but 
they  struck  Mr.  Brodiv,  whose  patient  she 
was,  and  all  of  ns  who  saw  it,  as  some- 
thinjT  unimnal,  and  the  case  was  watched 
with  great  interest  On  tlie  28lh  she  was 
pot  under  the  influence  of  calomel  and 
opiuiDy  with  much  relief;  but  she  con- 
tinued tn  >iiiftVr  from  uleenition  of  the  ear 
tilages  of  the  knee,  for  which  blisters  and 
issues  were  used,  but  without  much  benefit, 
till  Oitohi-r  inth,  when  she  was  suddenly 
seized  with  a  severe  rigor,  which  lasted  for 
•n  hour,  and  was  followed  by  profuse  per> 
spiration.  She  had  severe  purging  and 
vomitinj^,  and  repeated  shiverings.  The 
next  day  her  extremities  became  c»»!d,  aud 
she  died  in  the  evening  of  the  iTtli.  .Such 
are  the  notes  nf  the  Museum  book,  and 
here  is  a  preparation  of  the  joint  and  a 
drawing  of  it,  which  was  taken  at  the 
time.  On  examination  i  f  tlic  body,  some 
alight  {lerttonitis  was  found,  to  which  the 
fiUal  symptoms  were  no  doubt  owing; 
since,  on  cutting  into  the  knee  joint,  not  a 
particle  of  purulent  matter  was  f  uind, 
aud  the  knee-joint  hccuied  much  reduced 
in  sine.  The  cartilages,  however,  of  the 
femur  (partieuhirlv  tin-  inner  one),  «tf  the 
head  of  the  tibia,  aud  of  the  patella,  were 
ulcerated  extenrirely,  and  some  blood  was 
effused  into  the  joint,  doubtless  from  the 
ulcerated  surfaces.  The  periosteum  of  the 
femur  peeled  ofl*  more  easily  than  natural, 
and  the  lione  itself  appeanxi  more  muscn- 
iar  than  u.«u.mT 

By  one  oi  tiiose  coincidences  which  arc 


so  often  observed  willi  rare  occurrences, 
another  case  of  the  same  kind  was  ad- 
mitted soon  after  this,  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Keate,  which  came  on  in  the  same 
manner,  aud  presented  nearly  the  same 
appearances;  and,  alter  mudi  snflering, 
tliis  ]>atient  tiK  >  died.  On  examination 
of  the  joint,  Uie  curtilages  were  extensively 
ulcerated,  but  there  was  no  purulent  mat- 
tcr  in  the  joint,  although  a  g<>od  di  al  of 
matter  was  found  nearly  the  \»  hole  lengfih 
of  the  thigh  among  the  muscles  near  the 
bone.  The  periosteum  of  the  femur  was 
much  thickened  and  eondt  used,  for  .somo 
distance  above  the  knee,  and  the  bone  was 
▼ascttlar,  as  in  the  former  case. 

The  third  case  was  tliat  «»f  a  patient  of 
Mr.  Rose's,  soon  after  the  others,  which 
got  well,  though  the  ulceration  of  the  car- 
tilages caused,  I  understand,  permanimt 
anr1i  v!f»sis  of  the  joint  :  hnt  I  am  not  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  deiuiis  of  the  case. 

The  fourth  wasa  voungwoman,  2o  years 
of  au;^e,  \vht»  was  aamitted  into  the  hospi- 
tal, under  my  own  care,  May  12th,  18tH). 
My  notes  are  these:— She  said  she  bad 
been  suddeidy  seized,  a  fortnight  before 
her  admission,  with  acute  pain  and  swell, 
ing  of  the  hi;lit  knee,  which  has  been 
cupped  and  leeched  without  benefit.  The 
last  two  days  slie  has  had  repeated  riofors. 
Iler  counteiiauee  is  Hushed, and  there  is  an 
expression  of  great  distress  and  anxiety. 
The  toii-^ue  is  dry,  and  a  little  hmwn  in 
Ulc  centre  i  the  puhw  very  rapid  and  weak  ; 
and  she  is  restless  and  sleepleas  to  a  great 
degree.  There  are  occasional  catches  in 
the  limb.  The  s}-novial  membrane  is 
swelled  with  fluid,  but  the  cellular  mem- 
brane around,  for  some  extent,  is  oedema- 
tous,  and  crepitates  in  some  place.s.  The 
tenderness  is  exousitely  great,  and  she 
cannot  bear  the  least  pressure  or  motion^ 
At  first  leeches  were  useil,  the  joint  being 
mtieh  too  tender  t<>  be;ir  t  upping,  and  col- 
thicum  was  given  in  considerable  ouantity, 
by  which  the  iever  was  slightly  lessencdt 
but  there  was  not  the  least  improve- 
ment in  the  state  of  the  knee.  She  was 
then  ordered  a  grain  of  calomel,  two  of 
antimonial  power,  and  a  third  of  a  ijniin 
of  opium,  every  six  hours  i  the  etlect  of 
which  was  immediate.  The  ver^  next  day, 
the  report  says  there  was  less  pain  and  less 
swellini^;  and  when  she  had  taken  this 
medicine  for  rather  more  than  a  week,  tlie 
notes  sav,  the  i):iin  and  swelling  have 
very  mucfc  s'lhsided,  itn  l  the  patella  can  be 
(reely  moved  and  pres.sure  made  on  the  sy- 
novial membrane  without  pain.  There  is 
now  no  fever,  and  tliere  was  last  ni  ht,  C  r 
the  first  time,  no  starting.  Pressure  of 
the  tibia  upwards,  however,  or  of  the  pa- 
tilla  against  the  femur,  gives  much  pain. 
In  *^h"rt  there  remained  ulceration  of  the 
cartilage  of  the  kuee-joint.   Some  blisters 


Digitized  by  Google 


664 


MR.  HAWKINS  Off  DtSEASB  OP  THE  KNEE-JOIKT. 


were  then  used,  and  afterwards  an  issue 
was  made  on  the  side  «>!  tlie  joint;  under 
wlilch  the  disease  was  finally  cured,  and 
tlie  patient  li  f>  tht  !i(»8|utal  With  tolerable 
motion  of  the  juiiit. 

ffaw  tiiete  c«9ea  will  nhtiw  wi,  f  thf nk, 
ill  ^^hnt  rcspfcts  tin-  (lis«m*e  difllrs  from 
synoriai  inliammfttioii ;  it  is  in  the  cir. 
cumstance  of  there  being  acute  inflammn- 
tion  of  the  periostemn  of  tlie  femur,  which 
h  pn'bahly  the  commen»*ement  of  tin  dis- 
order, and  the  ofi'ection  of  the  joiol  cinling 
in  nloeratioii  of  the  cftrtila|{es  secondary  to 
this,  nr  at  ail  events  the  mncnrrrnrc  of 
the  periostitis  renders  the  (  km-  materially 
different  to  one  of  ordinary  ulceration  of 
the  cartilai^es,  as  well  as  to  one  of  synovial 
inflammation.  In  both  the  fataf  cases, 
the  alteration  in  the  periosteum  was  evi- 
dent after  death,  in  one  witli  ■ttp]Hiration, 
in  the  other  not;  and  if  you  examine  the 
joint  in  the  ease  now  in  the  house,  you 
wUl  perceive  tlieeniftTgenientttad  tiiicken- 
ini?  of  the  periosteum  for  abont  one  tliird 
of  the  femur,  with  great  pain  above  the 
i<rfm  when  uie  1>ofie  is  pressed  upon.  It 
is  evident,  also,  that  the  disease  is  of  a 
rheumatic  character,  for  in  all  of  the  ]m- 
tients,  rheumatism  was  present  in  other 
joints.  In  Mr.  Keate's  case,  the  inflam> 
mation  seemed  to  have  at  lacked  the 
knee  first  slightly,  then  rheumatism 
Appeared  elsewhere,  before  the  peeu. 
liar  and  fatal  inflammntion  of  the 
femur  and  knee-joint  finally  settled  in 
those  parts.  In  my  own  patient,  a  some- 
what  acute  attack  of  rheumatic  inflamma- 
tion came  on  in  both  upper  rxtremitres 
alter  the  disease  was  almost  cunnl  in  the 
Icnee,  but  then  it  was  of  the  ordinal^  eha* 
raeter  of  synovial  inflammation ;  the  bones 
were  not  afl'ectcd,  and  it  yielded  readily  to 
colchlcum,  which  had  no  effect  whatever 
upon  the  disease  ofthL-  knt  c  )>n'viou»ly. 

This,  then,  being  my  opinion  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  disease,  let  us  now  see  how  you 
an  to  dbtingui^h  the  kind  of  disease  when 
yon  meet  with  it  The  di'^eaHo,  yon  will 
observe,  comes  on  very  suddenly,  and  in 
our  present  patient,  two  hours 'produced 
neat  swr)lin;^  and  mo  t  aente  pain  and 
wver:  ordinary  rheumatism  i.s,  however, 
sometimes  ver^  sudden  and  acute,  thon^h 
the  swelling  is  not  often  so  immediate  as 
in  these  cases:  sr>  that  it  is  chiefly  in  the 
local  signs  that  you  will  recognize  the 
peculiarity  of  the  cases.  The  pain  and 
tenderness  I  have  already  mentioned  are 
found  in  the  bone  above  the  joint  as  well 
as  in  the  joint  itself,  and  hoth  are  most 
severe,  so  a.s  in  a  .ihort  time  to  cau<e  an 
expression  of  great  snfl'ering  in  the  patient's 
countenance,  with  a  tendency  to  the  dry 
and  brown  tongue  and  weak  pulse  of  ty- 
phoid fever;  though  of  course  thi^  eireum- 
stance  difiers  in   different  individuals. 


Neither  will  yoti  oh<?erve  ihem  in  the  pre- 
sent cose,  as  the  w\ i  rity  of  the  disease  is  a 
good  deal  mitigated    ^  <  >  u  w  i  U  tiiU,  hoW' 
ever,  pereeive  soincthing  of  the  peculiar 
kind  of  pain  which  is  present:  the  patient 
cannot  hear  the  least  jar  or  motion  of  mnj 
kind,  either  of  the  foot  or  any  part  of  t],c 
limb.    The  tenderness  is  very  great  even 
in  the  skin:  Mr.  Hicks's  description  of 
what  he  observed  when  this  patient  first 
came  here  is  quite  aecnmte;  that  the  «kin 
seemed  quite  as  tender  as  in  an  hy:»tLricsii 
girl ;  that  is  to  say,  not  merely  does  pres. 
sure  of  the  synovial  membrane  or  of  the 
periosteum  cause  pain,  but  the  least  tuach 
of  tihe  skin,  which  can  teareely  have  reach, 
ed  the  diseased  partsataJI,  is  also  attended 
with  much  pain.     You  may  still  see  a 
diiTcrcuee  in  the  form  of  the  swelling  ia 
the  parts;  there  is  not  merely  swelling  of 
the  synovial  inmihrane,  bttt  tliis  is  in  a 

f:reat  measure  concealed  by  an  etfusion  of 
ymph  and  serum  into  the  cellular  teztare, 
renderhier  the  enlarc^rmenf  more  diffused 
than  in  common  disease  of  the  s^norial 
memlnrane  or  eartilnges,  extending  for 
some  way  above  and  below  the  joint,  and 
havinq:  a  ptiffy  elastic  feelinc:,  with  a  little 
o'dcnia  in  some  jilaces;  and  in  my  former 
patient,  a  distinct  cracklini;  .sen>atii>n  was 
j>erccivcd,  fr<»in  the  (Icjxisiticui  in  the  cells 
of  the  cellular  texture.    Vou  will  observe^ 
too,  in  Evei«tt's  knee,  a  very  peculiar, 
glossy,  wliitt'  appraranec,  which  you  do 
not  see  in  the  more  ciunmon  affections,  in 
which  either  the  colour  is  unaffected,  or  if 
the  person  is  not  fat,  the  skin  partaking  of 
the  inflaminrttif  '1  nf  the  syruiviol  mem- 
brane, is  aetuuiiy  somewhat  redder  than 
usual :  in  this  affection,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  skin  seems  to  contain  i  vcn  I  -  M  1 
than  usual,  so  as  to  produce  thi:>  almuait 
maihle  whiteneas.   Then,  again,  yon  l»ve 
at  a  very  early  period,  sooner  than  in  cora- 
nuni  ulceration  of  the  cartilages,  and  sixmer 
thun  in  ordinary  rheumatic  infliininiatiori 
of  the  synovial  membrane,  that  twitching 
and  starting  of  the  limb,  that  defin*  !  u  d 
gnawing  uain,  and  that  acute  paiu  on 
pressing  the  eartilageaof  the  bonesa^nst 
each  other,  which  inilicate  nlecration  of 
the  cartilages.  This  arises  partly,  perhaps, 
from  the  acuteness  of  the  uleeration,  and 
partly  from  the  extMit  of  surface  wliich  is 
ulcerated,  't  hich  you  can  nee  in  the  draw, 
ing  and  jtr(  juiratiuu  is  very  considerable; 
while,  it  common  rheumatism  affects  the 
cartilages  of  a  joint,  it     mnimonly  milder 
in  its  progress,  the  hvuiutoms  are  more 
readily  mitigated,  ana  toe  disease  more 
easily  cured.    The  last  pe-culiarily  I  nivd 
specify  is  the  urgency  of  the  constitutional 
symptoms,  the  most  severe  febrile  state  be- 
ing almost  immediately  established.  The 
fever  is  at  first  inflammatory,  hut  there  is 
very  soon  a  tendency  to  the"  brown  tongue 
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and  weak  pnhe  of  typhoid  fever,  passing; 
off  At  last  into  hectic,  when  the  state  of 
nleemtion  and  the  formation  of  abscesses 
briti'/  the  joint  into  the  contrition  in  whicli 
it  is  found  in  uiceration  of  the  cartilages 
genenlhr.  It  is  then  dnriiur  the  fimt  itiva- 
tion  of  the  fever  that  it  strikes  you  as  nn- 
n<:n;i11v  -pvere;  there  are,  even  at  this 
liiiu,  lietjiient  and  severe  rigors,  with  c<»- 
pious  perspiration;  it  secras  as  if  a  foul 
and  slonj^hy  abscess  was  fonnintr,  thonf?h 
th«  examination  of  Mr.  Brodic's  case,  and 
the  care  of  Mr.  Rom's  and  my  own,  shew 
that  these  symptoms  may  tie  unaocom- 
panied  with  any  suppuratibu. 

Now  then  as  to  the  treatment  of  these 
cases.  The  disca-se  resembles  synovial 
rheumatism ;  hut  yon  u  ill  s«  flu-  necefi«;}ty 
of  distinguishing  it  I'rom  mllummation  of 
this  membraDc,  since  the  remedies  whidi 
will  cure  nearly  nineteen  out  of  twenty 
cases  of  synovial  iuflamuiation,  have  no 
IK>wer  over  this  case,  or  if  they  do  cheeic 
it,  till-  (liM  ii-e  yitlfis  to  them  very  slowly 
and  imperfectly.  1  have  told  you  that 
this  disease,  perhaps,  originates  in,  or  at 
least  is  accompanied  by  acute  inflamroa- 
ti  n  of  the  pcriostenm  of  the  femur:  you 
know  that  the  only  remedy  on  which  you 
can  rely  for  snbdning  acute  periostitis  is 
mercury,  when  you  are  iMc  to  txhihit 
it.  Again,  the  di^ase  is  rheumatic,  but  it 
Is  fhenmadsm  of  ihefbnnt  texture  of  the 
periosteum,  and  not  nurely  of  the  '•ynovial 
membrane  of  the  joint:  you  know,  again, 
that  this  form,  fibrous  rheumatism,  as  it  is 
called,  yields  commonly  more  readily  to 
calomel  and  opium,  tiian  it  (\r>'"^  to  ttiose 
means  which  are  sullicieut  lor  synovial 
rhenoDatism. 

1  strongly  recommend  you,  therefore,  in 
the  next  case  Vi>u  meet  with,  to  employ 
calomel  and  opium  almost  direcdy  in  the 
disease,  «o  as  moderately  to  affect  the  gums, 
giving  one  or  two  q-rains,  with  n  qunrter  or 
half  a  grain  of  ojiiuui,  cverv  six  hours,  and 
continuing  it  in  more  moderate  quantities 
for  some  little  time  after  the  severity  of  the 
symptoms  i^  subdued.  Combining  this 
with  some  antimony,  as  in  my  case,  von 
can  begin  the  employment  of  it  even  when 
the  fever  is  considerable.  Tt  was  to  calo- 
mel and  opium  that  Mr.  Rose's  patient 
owed  her  recovery.  Mr.  Brodic  's  was  also 
much  relievefl.  tliuittfh  she  ultintnleJv  di*  d. 
In  my  own  ease,  which  I  have  detniltd  tt» 
you.  It  acted  like  a  charm.  After  re[K'ated 
Icfchin^;^  and  C'ddreuui  liml  !)t't.!i  fini>!"\ « cl 
without  the  ItMsi  mitigatiuu  of  her  suflcr- 
ing,  the  veir  next  dav  after  these  medicines 
were  left  off,  and  calomel  and  opium  were 
u?eil,  tliiTc  was  a  decided  improvement, 
and  in  ic^  than  a  week  all  danger  was 
over  of  her  sinking  under  it.  As  I  did  not 
see  the  ]>rc«cnt  patient  till  a  day  or  two 
since,  I  cannot  compare  his  present  condi. 


tion  with  that  in  which  he  was  when  he 
first  came  to  the  hospital.  I  understand, 
howerer,  that  he  has,  after  the  first  few 
days,  been  pTfi'^'ially  thouirli  sluwly  im- 
proving; but  still  the  dii»ta?»e  is  liiy  no 
means  cured,  and  the  antiphlogistic' plan 
has  been  completely  tried  in  his  case,  as 
he  has  been  bled  in  the  first  instance  for 
his  urticaria,  and  has  had  nearly  lUO 
leeches  used,  with  cotchieum,  &c. ;  and 
this  treatment  was  rnmmenced  the  very 
same  day  that  the  disetisc  began.  Calomel 
and  opitim  hare  lieen  commenced  by  Dr. 
Wilson,  and  under  this,  \  Tliiiik,  wr  shall 
witness  a  more  rapid  amendment  than 
under  the  previous  treatment  The  accovttt 
which  has  been  given  meof  wliatfaaibeen 
done  for  him  is  this : — 

July  1st.— V.S.  ad  ^xr.    Calomel  gr,  T, 
h.s.s.    flanst.  Senna^  eras  maue. 

R  Haust.  Saiiu.  c.  Mogu.  Carb.  3ss. 
6tis  hofis. 

2d."Knee  more  swelled ;  pain  more  Tio. 

lent;  eruption lietter. 

Rep.  Pil.  Cal.  et  H.  Senna.  Himd. 

xviij.    ILiOtio.  Si)irit. 

3d.— Urticaria  gonej  knee  very  much 
enlarged,  and  the  pain  very  great;  rigport 

conlinned.  Still  there  is  a  tliflhig  im- 
provement iu  his  general  state. 

Rep.  Hirud.    Ren.  Ilaust.  c.  add.  Vini 
Coldi.  mxx.  sing,  dofli.    Pulr.  Ipee. 

Com  p.  gr.  x.  h.s.s. 

5th. — Em  pi.  T,yttaR  Lateri. 

Gill. — Hirud.  xij.    Cont.  Haust. 

8th. — Hirud.  x. 

inth. — Empl.  Lyttrr  Femori. 

12lh.— Ilirud.  xij.    Cont.  Uanst  c.  Yloi 

Colch.  n^xxx.  sing.  dosi. 
14th,— Pil.  Sapon.  c.  Opio  irr.  v,  o.n.s. 
lOth.—Mirnd. xviij.  OmitUaiut.  AppL 

Fotus  et  Catapl. 
R  Catom.  gr.  iss.;  Opii  gr.  ss.  M.  6tia 

horis. 

On  the  21th  I  saw  him  for  (he  first 
time,  when  the  symptoois  were  still  suffi- 
ciently marked  for  you  to  recognise  them, 

and  to  ohscr\'e  the  se\tni1  pcculiaiilies 
which  1  have  jjointcd  out  to  your  notice. 

Of  c(»tirse,  while  I  recommend  more 
es]>ceinlly  the  calomel  and  opium,  wlneh 
T'veritt  is  now  taking,  I  do  n<»t  mean  that 
you  are  not  t»  use  leeches,  and  cold  lotion, 
and  similar  local  means,  bnt  that  yon 
*^lionM  trust  most  to  the  use  of  the  mer- 
cury in  sabduing  the  violence  of  the 
diwirder. 

But  now  comes  a  second  indieation  in 
the  treatment.  The  severe  inflammation 
of  the  bone  has  subsided,  we  will  suppose, 
bat  there  remains  a  serious  dioease  of  the 
joint.  The  starting  and  mnscular  twitches, 
the  2»evejre  pain  at  night  in  the  joint,  the 
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pain  on  pressing  the  articfilar  surfaces  to- 
gether, §liU  continue,  altliough  the  fever 
and  general  pain  of  the  limb,  with  the 
fweliing,  and  puffinesa,  and  glossy  whit* 
appearance  of  the  joint,  and  the  tendemest 
of  the  femur,  have  ffone  off ;  that  i^  to  say, 
there  remains  ulceration  of  the  cartilages 
of  the  joint,  oTer  which,  yon  «fe  awaie, 
counter-irritants  alone  have  real  power. 
You  mn««t  then,  in  tliis  second  stage  of  the 
disease,  keep  the  joint  perfectly  at  PCtt, 
and  employ  bliiters  and  issues  till  these 
symptom*?  are  gone.    In  the  ulceration  of 
the  cartilages  whicli  follows  synovial  in- 
flammation, blisters  alone  are  usually  fuf- 
fieient;  hnt  the  nlcoratioii  in  the  prrs^^nt 
f4>rm  of  <lisease  is  more  rapid,  and  y<m  may 
see  from  the  specimens  that  it  is  extensive; 
so  that  probably  an  issue  on  one  or  both 
pitk  s  of  the  joint'will  (generally  be  required. 
Wy  former  patient  had  ulceration  appa- 
zently  between  the  patella  and  tlie  surface 
of  the  femur,  nnd  also  between  the  inner 
condyle  ol  this  bone  and  the  tibia;  aud 
while  several  blisters  occasioned  no  dimi- 
nntion  of  the  pain,  an  issue  on  the  inside 
of  the  joint  was  sufticicnt  to  conquer  it, 
and  she  left  the  hospital  1  belieye  with  a 
useful  limb,  the  motion  of  the  joint  hav. 
iiiij  been  preserved.   In  Mr.  Rose's  patient, 
on  the  other  hand,  althouafh  the  disease 
was  conqnmd,  I  understand  that  the 
iniTiT  hicame  iinmoveable  after  she  left  the 
husuital,  in  <  unsequcnet  of  anchylosis. 

Yon  vnu\  L  \pect  me,  perhaps,  to  8»y 
something  relative  to  the  future  pn^ress 
of  Everitt's  case;  but,  in  truth,  1  scarcely 
feel  certain  of  the  state  the  parts  are  now 
in.    It  is  clear,  I  think,  that  -oine  ulcera- 
tion is  going  on,  \n)lh  wliert-  the  tibia  and 
femur  are  in  contact,  especially  on  the  in- 
aide,  and  also  where  the  patella  touches 
the  femur.    It  is  evident  also  that  tin  re  is 
still  a  good  deal  of  iutlammatiou  in  the 
lower  part  of  thefemnr,  which  yon  can 
feel  enlarged  and  tendt  i-  (or  ratht  r  the  pe- 
riosteum is  so),  for  some  inches  above  the 
joint.    But  from  the  degree  and  kind  of 
swelling  which  still  remains,  it  is  by  no 
mean's  certain,  T  am  afraid,  tliat  suppura- 
tion may  not  take  place,  if  it  has  not  done 
80  already,  as  it  <ud  in  Mr.  Keate's  case. 
If  so,  the  result  is  of  course  ver^-  doubtful, 
and  he  will  have  a  great  deal  to  go  Uirough, 
even  if  he  recovers  at  all  j  otherwise  we 
shall  have  to  look  to  the  time  when  the  pre- 
sent line  of  treatment  can  be  left  ofl,  and  the 
disease  becomes  sufficiently  confined  to  be 
tnattd  as  ulcerati<m  of  the  cartilages 
alone  by  an  is.sue.    At  a!l  events,  the  case 
well  d turves  yuur  watching  it  to  ii&  ter- 
mination** 


*  Slnc«  the  lecture  was  fciren.  the  patient 
iaii<ri»ved  «  goad  deal,  baviog  coBlinued  Uie ' 
aael  and  opium>-'AtfO.  9» 


CYCLOPAEDIA  OF  ANATOMY  AND 
PHYSIOLOGY. 

W«  have  received  the  prospeetns  of  a  work 

bearing  this  title,  and  which    to  mtnprise 
Comparative  and  Morbid  Anatomy,  and 
Pathology,  to  be  edited  by  Dr.  R.  B.  Toon 
and  Dr.  (iRANT.    Such  a  work,  we  know, 
and  have  often  felt,  to  be  a  desideratum ; 
and  if  it  l»e  only  executed  in  a compendlowa 
form,  as  it  is  promised,  will,  we  have  no 
doubt,  1i    verv  acceptable  to  a  large  body 
in  the  prolesi,i«»n.    From  the  names  of  the 
contribntors,  who  have  engaged  to  lend 
their  assistrnit  r,  ^^  <"  should  anticipate  a 
high  degree  of  excellence  for  the  Cuclopadia 
of  Anatomy  :    DfS.   BoWTOCK,  CaAlOTB, 
Marshall  HAL^  the    nD>v*Ro>i:s  of 
Paris,  &c.  are  mentioned  among  the  num- 
ber.   We  shall  be  anxious  to  bear  of  the 
aetiial  commencement  of  the  pnbUcatic 
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LBCTURE8  make  nothing— which  it  cannat  mfinafre. 

These  iugesta  may  be  altogether  im]  roper 

w  for  any  one  to  take,  or  the  individual  may 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICB  OF  hafe  toiiM  particular  idiosvncraBjr.  Same 

persons  hare  a  stomach  which  can  dit^ett 

MKDICINL;  thing*  in  general  rery  well,  without  any 

JD*/i>em/  .,t  t he  London  Univtruiy,  iDCfmraiiiMice  to  them ;  biit  there  may  be 

'  some  one  or  two  things  which  the  stnmnrh 

By  Da.  Eixionon.  cannot  difrest,  and  iftliese  be  taken  there 

is  dyspepsia,  and  some  intestinal  derange* 

  meat   You  can  hafdly  say  that  tueh  a 

DISEASES  OF  THE  STOMACH  AND  person       ill,  because  the  circumstance 

nrkwcftt  only  occurs  when  they  have  taken  some 

ISUWJ:.ls.  pardcnUr  •rtide  of  food.    I  once  saw 

I  a  maid-serrant  who  expericiu  t  fl  dread- 

DI»R1>«B  OF  THE  D/OBTiFe  ^ZT'^i^ 

ORGANS.  agony,  and  cold  sweats,  whenever  A\c  took 

Cauw.<. — Ni)w  the  eause^iuf  all Ihc^esytnp-  any  fruit  whatever.    She  could  dit^est  hard 

toms,  aud  of  all  this  dtrauj^cmeut,  may  l)o  siUi  bt-tf,  and  her  general  food,  but  if  she 

beyond  the  stomach  or  intestines,  they  took  a  strawberry  or  a  gooseberry,  she  was 

themselves  beinf^  dispo«?cd  to  be  perfectly  thrown  into  th-  ^Tnti' I  have  described.  Of 

bealtliyj  or  again,  the  causes  may  be  in  course  an  exce&sive  quantity  of  f<H»d  will 

diose  very  organa  have  the  same  effect  as  improper  ingests. 

Cauie»  in  leptudi'iit  of  Otf  iitomach  atid  iules-  Nature  not  only  intends  us  to  tat  certain 

tines.—  In  the  first  place  the  causes  may  bo  tiiini^s,  and  not  others,  but  she  intends  us 

in  llic  groin.    A  hernia  will  produce  all  to  cat  a  certain  quantity ;  and  therefore, 

the«e  symptoms.     If  a  person  have  a  just  as  a  person  may  have  diarrhoea erapa* 

rupture,  lie  is  stirt^  tt»  be  troubled  with  losa,  so  they  may  have  dy<«pepsia  crapulosa, 

irregularity  of  buwci.^*,  costivenets, extreme  the  stomach  not  being  in  fault,  but  baring 

flatulence,  perhaps  gastrodynia  and  indi-  more  given  to  it  than  it  ought  to  have, 

gestion  ;  and  if  llie  hernia  eomc  up,  these  Y'on  will  rtn>ll<  ct   that   Solomon  Myt, 

symptoms  may  all  vaiUAh  away.   Any  sort  *^  excess  of  meats  brinseth  sicknesti.*' 

of  pressure  may  hava  the  aame  efleet  Ob*  Imperfect  maatieatum  is  another  dr> 

struction  or  co^tivenew,  w^ithout  any  fault  cumstance  likely  to  produce  disturbance, 

in  the  bowels  themselves— coslivrn«'ss  from  Nature  does  not  intend  lumps  of  food  to 

persons  neglecting  to  relieve  Lhcir  bowels,  go  into  the  stomach  ;  ou  the  contrary,  she 

or  any  accidentd  obotmetion  whatever,  intend*  it  to  be  pre])ared,  to  pass  throngh 

may  produce  thc-c  syraptom*!     Th"  pre-  n  certain  j^rnrc^s  hifore  it  enters  the  qrfnt 

lence  of  worms,  or  any  ini uncus  ^ubstauoes  organ  of  djge»lioni  and  therefore  imper. 

which  the  patient  hae  taken,  may  give  riet  foet  maetieation  will  produce  dysjiep^ia, 

to  them,  tiie  ^tomaeh  and  howcls  them-  without  any  fault  in  the  part  itself.  Old 

selves  being  dispoi»ed  to  perform  their func-  people  when   they  lose  their  teeth,  or 

tious  properly  if  these  meclianical  or  acci.  young  ones  when  they  caunui  chew  as  be« 

dental  circumstances  were  notfofoed  upon  tan,  and  cannot  live  on  spoon victnale, ai6 

th(  fii     Occasionally  thc«ic  symptoms  en-  vetT  subject  to  inrlirrstion. 

tirciy  arise  from  the  individual  having  But  independt>nt  of  a  particular  quality 

taken  articles  of  which  the  stomadi  can  of  food,  or  a  grait  quantity,— variety, 

2!lS.^xii.  2  V 
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or  a  great  discordancy  of  inesl^  will  oecs- 
sionaliy  produce  dyspepsia. 

Still  speaking  of  causes  unoonnccted 
with  ft  fault  in  the  •tomach  and  intestines, 
we  may  mention  sympRthy.  These  parts 
are  frequently  dcrauged  thruugb  Uie  state 
of  other  organs.  lo  the  first  plaoe,  we 
may  mention  the  uterus.  When  the  utcms 
is  pregnant,  the  alimentary  canal  is  often 
thrown  into  diiorder.  Strange  longings 
of  appetite,  nausea,  and  romiting,  will 
sometimes  occur  in  females  the  xery  next 
monang  after  they  arc  impregnated,  and 
sometimes  these  will  occur  at  the  time  tliey 
quicken.  There  is  every  intensity  of  this, 
xoa  will  see  it  continually  in  diseases  of 
the  Iddscj,  and  frequently  in  mesenteric 
disease.  'Die  passions  of  the  mind,  you 
know,  have  ^rcat  effect  If  a  person  liave 
ftte  ft  good  dinner,  and  has  ft  violent  emo. 
Hon  of  mind,  whether  joy  or  grief,  or  any 
other  sudden  violent  emotion,  he  will  most 
probably  have  a  fit  of  indigestion.  Con- 
tinned  depressing  pftssi  on  s  have  the  same 
effect  INfnnv  crises  of  indii(estioii  that  1 
have  htevn,  have  been  referhbie  to  an  uneven 
•tftte  of  ntind:  they  hare  not  depended  on 
the  stomach,  but  some  extenial  circum- 
stance has  weighed  down  their  spirits, 
ftnd  the  stomach  has  suffered  in  conse- 
<qiieneeof  it 

Caiuet  depetidgnt  on  the  Stomach  and  Tntes- 
fuMS. — The  cause,  however,  may  reside  in 
die  alimentary  canal  itself.  In  the  first 
place,  there  mav  W  a  real  debility  of  thr 

Sart;  in  the  next  place,  there  may  be  an 
iflainmfttoiy  state;  and  thirdly,  there 
may  be  organic  disease. 

As  to  debility,  that  is  sometimes  indiiced 
by  long  continued  evcess  in  »liet  and  in 
legimen.  Persons  who  have  indulged  ex- 
cessively in  eatinc:  an  1  rlrinkinj^  all  tlieir 
lives  may  expect  tu  be  i»ut>ject  to  dyspepsia 
—to  have  their  stomach  worn  ontj  bat 
this  state  frequently  arises  from  an  orig^i- 
nal  debility  of  the  stomach.  There  can 
he  no  doubt  that  the  stonmch  may  be  in 
Ihttlty  iilce  all  other  partsof  the  body.  You 
will  sec  this  aftection  run  in  funiilies, 
where  there  has  been  no  excess  whatever. 
You  will  iicc  the  father  or  the  motbor  and 
the  childrrn  labourine^  under  thi^  disease 
in  various  degrees,  none  having  committed 
ftnyfhnlt  Certain  portions  of  the  stomadi 
may  be  feeble,  or  the  muscular  fibres  may 
become  wealc,  like  muscles  in  other  parts 
of  the  body.  Some  persons  will  have  one 
muscle  weak,  and  some  another. 

There  may,  however, be  an  inflammatory 
state,  and  this  may  be  primary  or  sccoo. 
^tf.  It  may  he  indooed  lilte  any  other 
iuflammation,  but  in  most  instances  it  is 
chronic,  and  is  induced  by  constant  irrita- 
tion of  the  stomach.  Sometimes  it  is  a 
mere  secondary  effect.  The  st/>mach  has 
item  affected  with  wealLncss^  till  at  last  it 


has  fallen  into  a  state  of  morbid  irritabi- 
lity, and  then  ultimately  into  a  state  of 
innammstioft. 

Sometimes,  however,  you  have  what  ia 
farw.<r-<e — organic  disease  of  the  <,tomach, 
and  tlii'ii  the  iudigcbtion,  and  ail  the  other 
symptoms  which  I  mentioned,  are  irreme> 
iJiable.  (Jonerally  it  is  the  rardia  or  the 
pylorus  which  is  afiected ;  but  sometime^ 
yon  will  reeoUeet  I  stated,  them  may  be 
an  ulrt  r  in  the  body  of  the  stomach,  and 
this  may  he  either  simple  or  8eirrhou&. 
Sometimes  there  is  no  ulcer,  but  the  coats 
beeome  thidtened  or  loltened.  All  tlm^c 
circum«!fanoe5i  may  occur  that  I  sp^ike  of, 
when  treating  of  organic  diseases  of  the 
stomach.  Yon  will  veeollect  I  mentioned 
that  the  soften  ins:  vf  thr  "^tdinacli  has 
sometimes  come  on  suddenly  —  appeared 
not  to  Imve  existed  above  n  Aw  weeks, 
and  sometimes  not  nmrc  than  a  day 
or  two.  You  will  also  recollect  my 
mentioning  that  this  softening  was  some- 
times decidedly  inflammfttory,  and  •u>uie- 
timc^  ihnt  there  was  no  mark  of  in 
flammation  at  all,  the  parts  being  per- 
fectly wliite. 

From  a  consideration  of  all  the 
causes  producing  disorder  of  the  diges- 
tive^ organs,  yon  see  that  occasionally 
it  is  quite  independent  of  the  st»- 
maeh  and  alimentary  cann!,  nnd  ynu  have 
only  to  remove  the  unfavourable' external 
circumstance,  ftnd  all  goes  on  riicht  again. 
Sometimes  Tou  will  see  the  cauM  s  nrr  of  a 
nature  independent  of  external  circam- 
stance',  an«  removable^  or  if  not  ranovft. 
ble,  controllable,  in  some  measure.  In 
other  instances,  you  will  «;re  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  cure  the  afiecUoii,  or  even  to 
control  it  much.  The  prognosis,  there- 
fore, must  altogether  depend  upon  ^hat 
you  ascertain  to  be  the  cause  of  the  dis> 
tarbance. 

jr,;f  i-if  urgent  sijriiptpinf. —  As  tO  the 

indications  in  treating  this  affection,  per. 
haps  I  may  say  the  first  thing  to  be  done 
is  to  alleviate  urgent  symptoms.  Suppose 
that  any  thing  injurious  in  its  quality  or 
in  ita  quantity  is  the  cause,  the  shortest 
way  is  to  give  an  emetie,  and  empty  tlie 
stomach,  and  it  is  ittk  h  ihv  best  to  give 
one  that  does  not  produce  nausea,  but  an 
evfteofttiott.  The  sulphate  of  zinc  is  as 
safe  as  an>  thing  you  can  exhibit  The 
flour  of  nuistnrfl  has  also  been  exhibited 
for  the  i>auie  purpose.  But  siiould  you 
find  that  the  patient  Is  of  an  exceedingly 
ftill  habit — forinstance,  a  fat,  short-nr  i  l.c  f, 
puffy,  asthmatic  alderman,  fifty  or  6ixty 
yean  of  sge  before  yon  give  an  emetic,  ft 
might  be  necessary  to  take  away  blood, 
otherwise  tlie  exliibition  of  an  emetic 
might  cause  apoplexy.  In  some  cases,  it 
might  be  proper  to  premise  bleeding,  but 
in  every  case  it  is  right  to  follow  np  the 
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emetic  by  purging.  Nothing  is  better  thui 

eight  or  ten  grains  of  calomel,  followed  up 

bv  senna  arm  mils.  You  thus  empty  the 
paiieui  abuve  aud  below,  and  he  is  soon 
reliered. 

If  the  <;ymptom  be  gastrodynia,  and  you 
Oknnot  find  any  thing  in  the  stomach  that 
iuu  oeeuioned  it,  then  yoa  find  tinetnre 

of  opium  an  excellent  remedy.  In  the 
continued  form  of  the  disease^  pnusic  acid 
will  answer  better,  but  I  never  tftw  it  fuc* 
ceed  when  it  was  giren  for  immediate 
effect :  when  you  wish  that,  T  think  a  full 
dose  of  opium  is  best,  and  iaudauum  will 
aft  rather  quicker  than  tolid  opiom.  You 
will  sometimes  find  It  necessary  to  eivo  a 
lajge  dose  in  this  state;  30  drup^  hav  e  no 
effiwt,  and  yon  have  to  give  40,  CA),  or  60, 
and  repeat  it  every  half  or  three-quarters 
of  an  hour,  as  the  dose  produces  none  of 
the  liuecific  effects  of  opium.  Occasionally, 
it  is  better  to  give  it  in  simple,  plain,  hot 
water,  than  in  a  tincture  or  brandy,  be- 
cause after  a  violent  §pa>im  tliere  is  some- 
times  inllammation.  6c(»uionally,  I  have 
seen  people  labour  under  inHammTitiun 
after  spasm  has  been  remorod,  not  because 
thtqrtook  opium,  htttaqoantityof  brandy. 
Sometimes  you  must  repeat  a  dose  of  lau- 
danum, containing:  10  or  60  drops,  two  or 
three  times,  before  the  good  effect  is  pro- 
duced. 

Tf  the  jiaticnr,  however,  labonrinur  tinder 
this  disease  were  of  full  habit,  you  would 
in  ttat  eaaeftnd  it  oielU  to  bleed.  8ome- 
timo-v  T  liave  seen  gastrodyiiia  rcaso  Tv-hm 
the  bleeding  was  over.     Veueaectiou  is 
often  among  the  best  antispasmadies. 
Alter  a  spasm,  tenderness  may  come  on, 
and  then  bleeding  at  the  ann  may  be  nr- 
cessary,  or  the  application  of  leeches ;  but 
the  affection  fVeqa«atI|f  ooenn  without  any 
marks  of  an  iTiffnmmntory  state,  and  then 
iattdanum  is  sudicient  to  remove  it.  Hot 
•xtemal  aivplieationsareexoaedinc^ly  use. 
ful:  the  temperature  falls  in  this  state, 
and  it  is  exceedingly  pleasant  to  the  pa- 
tieac  to  iiarc  a  hot  fomentation,  or  not 
sabsCaaess  of  varions  kinds  applied,  not 
merely  upon  the  sTonineh,  but  to  the  back. 
I  need  not  say  that  a  iiot  bath^if  it  can  be 
proenred,  wonld  be  nsdbL  This  stale  is 
often  rallrrl  the  passage  of  a  gall-stone,  for 
no  reason  whatever  bat  that  it  comes  on 
suddenly.   You  avs  never  justified  in  say- 
ing that  an  individual  is  paning  gall-ston^ 
unless  he  ha*;  ym«i<;erl  them  before,  and  they 
have  been  really  found,  because  a  pain  of 
fliia  dssetiption  may  come  on  in  a  moment 
from  eatint^  hti  nrficle  which  does  not  suit 
that  particular  individual,  or  an  external 
eiienmslanee  amy  oeeasioa  i^  and  then 
is  no  difference  whatever  between  it  and 
the  passage  of  a  gall-stone. 

Suppose  the  urgent  symptoms  that  re- 

qnifie  ttt  be  ranof  m  wb  iMtfCbnm,  addity* 


a  scalding  sensation  In  the  stomach  rising 

to  the  throat,  I  need  in*t  .say  tluit  magnesia, 
the  carbonate  of  soda,  and  things  of  that 
description,  are  the  best  They  will  remedy 
this  state  etuoiieaUy  in  a  moment,  with> 
out  a  reference  to  (he  diseavf*  it.self.  Tn 
the  stomach,  there  is  naturally  muriatic 
acid:  as  soon  as  food  is  taken, mnriatie 

acid  is  fnrTnr-d,  and  in  some  ])t'r'=rin8  it  is 
generated  in  such  great  abundance  that  it 
prodnoes  tiiis  affeenon. 

If  there  be  very  foetid  eructations,  from 
somctliing  putrifying  in  the  stomach,  and 
if  the  patient  be  overloaded,  distended  with 
them,  it  is  best  to  give  an  emetia  If  thm 
be  no  reason  for  giving  an  onetie,  two  or 
three  drachms  of  the  common  solution  of 
the  ehloruets  might  be  gi  ven ,  and  common 
acids  also  will  answer  very  ^v^  ll 

These,  however,  are  only  means  to  be 
resorted  to  when  there  are  symptoms 
particalarly  urgent  that  require  lemoval. 
We  have  more  to  do  in  order  to  cure  the 
disea.>vc,  and  e  must  lay  down  for  the  pa- 
tient a  system  for  the  regulation  of  his 
hahits  and  employments. 

Tnatvunt. — Havingspokenof  what  ought 
to  be  done  in  regard  to  loHWiiing  any  very 
urgent  symptoms  that  may  arise  in  diwr- 
ders  of  the  dic:»'stive  org?in«,  pnrtienlnrlv 
in  a  violent  auack  of  gOiitrotU  nia,  we  wiil 
now  consider  what  is  to  he  done  for  the 
cure  of  the  disease — wliat  is  to  he  done  in 
the  way  of  a  regular  plan  for  the  termina- 
tion or  allevitttlott  of  the  complaint 

Tn  thefir-.t  j^lace,  we  must  aseertain  tht 
cause  of  the  disease ;  and  U'  it  be  external 
to  the  stomach,  we  must  proceed  accord- 
ingly. Very  frequently  this  disorder  arises 
in  females  from  the  state  of  the  uterus. 
In  pregnancy  it  is  very  common  for  the 
stomach  to  fall  into  such  a  state  of  disor- 
der that  the  patient's  life,  for  the  time,  in 
rendered  miserable ;  and  occasionally, 
from  the  oonstant  Tondtinc,  fW>m  the  in- 
ability to  retain  any  food  whatever  on  the 
stomach,  life  has  really  been  hnain-ht  into 
danger.  In  very  exlrcme  eases  it  has  been 
judged  right  even  to  indnoe  premature  la- 
hour,  for  the  purpose  of  pntti!)!^  a  <^toj>  to 
this  great  disorder,  in  ordinary  cases, 
howeifor,  althovgb  we  cannot  core  the 
nausea  nnrl  ^  nmiting,  much  mnv  c^rnerally 
be  done  i*»  alleviate  them — not  hy  remov- 
ing the  pregnancy  of  the  womb,  but  by 
iemaning  the  irritebility  of  the  stomach, 
so  as  to  make  it  sympatni.w  with  the  nte 
rus  as  little  as  possible.  Simple  bleeding 
at  the  ann  has  ftaqnentlv  been  sufficient 
for  this  jMirpose,  and  so  has  the  fVequent 
appUcatiou  of  leeches  to  the  epigastrium. 
All  those  medicines  whidi  I  ribul lierealter 
mention,  when  speaking  of  another  head 
of  treatment,  as  calculated  to  lessen  the 
morbid  irritability  of  the  stomach,  will 
lieie  be  ^Pop«r«>sBdi  as  stiychnJne,  ea« 
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nium,  and  pruttic  acid.  It  is  also  proper 
that  the  patient  should  take  but  a  small 
quantity  of  fooil  at  a  time.  But  I  will 
■peak  more  particularly  of  llifa  presently. 

Of  course  if  run  n<:{  ('rtain  that  the 
disease  proceeds  from  a  hernia  (and  whick 
ii  not  Qnoommott),  the  applieation  of  the 
taxis  may  be  the  onlv  means  nf  curing  the 
dyspepsia.  If  vou  discorcr  that  there  are 
wurms,  the  remudieii  uecetisiary  tu  destroy 
them  will  be  pioper,  and  these  I  will  eon* 
•idcr  hereaftrr. 

V^ery  freautntly  the  stomach  is  not  in 
fluilt,  Irat  ttiere  is  atlug^ishncM  of  the  in* 
T«  '^tiiic  '- ,  aiul  as  tbt-  cause  is  situated  there, 
a  regular  course  of  purgative  medicine 
will  be  found  absolutely  necessary.  It  is 
wrong  to  give  strong  purgatives :  those 
which  reji^ilarly  open  the  bowels  are 
best  adapted  for  the  purpose.  It  is  asto- 
nishing (I  believe  I  alluded  tothe  circnm- 
stnnoe  before)  how  loner  things  will  re- 
main which  are  taken  into  stomach 
and  intestines,  and  tiien  ip^e  rise  to  Tari- 
<ms  syinptom«!.  In  the  Philadelphia  Jour- 
nal for  lb22,  there  is  an  acemint  of  a  coa- 
gulum  of  milk  which  was  vumiled  two 
months  after  it  had  been  taken.  I  hare 
myself  seen  a  coagulum  of  milk  like  bird- 
lime,  which  bad  remained  some  days,  even 
a  week,  in  the  patient^s  stomach,  prodac- 
ing  the  greatest  iinca'iiness ;  the  stomach 
not  being  in  fault,  but  oppressed  by  this 
particular  substance.  I  believe  I  men- 
tioned that  ]>r.  Barlow,  of  Bath,  pub- 
lished a  case  not  long  ago,  in  liirh  sul- 
phate of  iron  pills  were  discharged  per 
anmn  a  jear  alter  they  had  been  taken. 
I  have  seen  a  piece  of  salmon  rotniti  d  by 
an  infant  a  monthafterthe  nurse  bad  been 
so  Ibolidi  as  to  giro  the  child  that  food. 
A  case  is  mentioned  in  a  foreign  journal 
similar  to  thnt  of  Dr.  BarhtW?*,  where 
pills  were  vomited  a  year  after  they  were 
taken.  An  instance  is  recorded  in  whidi 
a  blacksmith's  son  bolted  tliiriv 'rripfs — 
he  did  not  chew  them,  hut  buUed  ih^m — 
and  after  three  months*  ftequent  Tomiting 
and  extrdnr  ':tif!'(Tinijr,  be  was  cured  by  an 
active  purgative  medicine :  ten  of  the 
grapes  came  away  whole  even  then.  You 
will  find  a  CMe  mentioned  by  Bartholini, 
where  a  rnai^ulum  of  milk  as  Ifinn^  as  a 
man's  tongue  was  discbaiged  alter  the  pa- 
ticnt  had  taken  muriatic  add.  The  same 
author  also  montionf:  a  case  where  a  patient 
had  swallowed  a  swine's  tooth.  He  suf- 
fered under  hypochondriasis  and  ektreme 
emadation  for  two  years;  the  tooth  was 
tlien  discharged  per  anum,  and  the  indi- 
vidual perfectly  recovered.  You  therefore 
see  that  occasionally  yon  may  hare  disor- 
der of  the  digestive  <trixiins  from  !irti>le« 
whicii  hu\e  been  taken  and  have  remained 
in  the  stomach  and  intsetlncs  amnch  long- 
er time  titan  yon  could  imagine.  If,  in  a 


ci^e  of  disorder  of  the  digestive  orgBii% 

ymi  suspect  any  thing  of  this  kind,  yoa 
ought  to  employ  strong  remedies:  puiga- 
tives  and  iniecaons,  of  course,  are  Teey 
important.  But  wljcther  thi^  1h  the  cau5e 
of  the  disease  or  not,  yon  will  find  it  of 
the  highest  importance  to  keep  the  bowela 
r  IX  liar.  Notliing  can  be  worse  than  to 
give  strong  purgatives  for  this  purpose, 
excepting  where  there  is  somelhiug  con- 
siderable  to  be  brought  away.  Inaeaaa 
of  habitna!  oostireness,  strong  pnTgatircs 
are  decidedly  bad;  because,  when  yon 
hare  once  acted  riolently  on  theintestinen, 
according  to  the  laws  of'  nature  they  must 
fall  into  a  torpid  statc^go  to  sleep;  and 
during  this  condition  of  repose  the  fa>ces 
accumulate  again,  so  that  you  have  t» 
give  another  strong  dose  to  remedy  the 
mii>i.-hief  of  the  first,  and  thns  the  persos 
is  always  costive  or  taking  strong  medi- 
cines, and  the  con<;cqncnrc  is,  he  is  at  last  i 
obliu^ed  to  take  them  or  fall  into  a  state  of 
dvspt  psia.  One  of  tbeliest  remedies  Ihr 
tnis  state  is  a  very  minute  quantity  of 
croton  oil— about  the  twelfth,  the  sixth, 
the  fourth,  or  the  third  of  a  drop,  given 
retfularly  w  itli  rhubarb  or  ooiocvnth;  ami  • 
if  it  sho'uld  grij  e,  a  small  qnantity  of  aro-  ' 
matic  oil  may  be  added  to  it.  Yon  may  ' 
order  one,  two,  or  three  drops  to  be  amdfe 

up  into  and  nuiVe  the  pnti-  nt  take 

one  everv  night  You  will  soon  find  that  it  ^ 
will  produce  one  copious  stool  in  the  monf- 
ing,nnd  you  also  find  that  the  medicine  may 
be  taken  for  two  or  three  years,  perhaps  for 
ever,  without  losing  its  effect:  the  patient 
will  not  be  under  the  necessity  of  inereae- 
ing  the  dose.  If,  however,  yoti  give  it 
violently,  the  patient  will  be  in  the  &ame 
condition  as  If  he  had  taken  other  purgn. 
tives  —  he  will  be  costive  afterwards. 
Nothing  can  be  more  absurd  than  to  jrire 
blue  pill,  calomel,  and  mercurial  medi.  ^ 
dues,  because  they  bare  a  two-fold  ope.  | 
ration  ;  they  not  merely  act  as  cathartics, 
but  they  pervade  the  whole  system,  and 
tiius  make  the  patient  weak  and  nemraa. 
These  medicines  do  more  tlian  you  want : 
you  merely  reouire  the  intestines  to  be 
acted  upon,  ana  not  the  intestines  at  large 
to  be  put  under  the  specific  action  of  mer- 
cury. If  Mr.  Abemetby  hnd  lived  n  hun- 
dred years,  and  done  good  ali  the  time,  be 
would  not  have  atoned  for  the  mischief  he 
has  done  in  making  peojde  tokc  blue  pill 
Uaif  the  people  in  England  have  been  led 
to  fiittcy  that  they  caAnot  lite  witbovt 
blue  pill;  which  does  no  more  good  than 
any  oth^r  purgative,  bat  renders  those 
who  take  it  constantly  susceptible  to 
cold,  and  altogether mustl>e  very  ii^nrioaa. 

I  njav  here  nirnti<;T\  tlmt  there  are 
some  persons  wh<»  have  very  torpid  bowels 
natomllj<— tn  whom  it  is  not  aatnral  to 
hare  a  motion  e? say  day.  I  pmnme,  fibmt 
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ia  niaet^-uiiie  canes  oul  of  a,  hundred  it 
!•  mtnral  for  tiie  bowels  to  be  eiD|»tied 

grace  in  the  tNTcnty  four  hours;  but  there 
•re  somp  who  do  not  hare  n  motion  above 
once  iu  thne  or  four  days^  aiul  thi y  arc 
ill  if  they  do.  I  have  met  with  such  eases. 
Dr.  Hcbrrden  knew  a  person  who,  all  his 
life,  had  but  one  motion  a  month:  be 
mut  bftTe  bad  a  irreat  deal  to  eany  abovt 
with  him;  — atid  thm,  as  a  contrast,  Dr. 
Ueberden  uit-ntions  another  iodividiial  who 
bad  twelfe  motions  a  day  for  thirty  yean : 
that  must  have  been  equally  troublesome^ 
it  was  pt'r])Ctual  iTiotinn  This  sunn-  in- 
dividual, theu,  had  a  luutiou  seven  times 
a  dav  for  eeraii  ycam 

Women  are  much  more  costive,  and  snf- 
fer  this  with  more  impunity,  than  men,  on 
tccoont  of  the  pelvis  being  large  and  the 
rectum  tlistendini?.  Nothing  is  more  com 
moQ  than  for  women  to  tell  you  that  they 
bare  been  a  week  or  ten  days  without  a 
motion.  You  must  therefore  take  into  ac- 
count that  it  niiiv  he  natural  to  some  indi- 
?iduals  to  have  a  motion  only  every  few 
dm 

In  a  cat-e  ivf  -lisorderof  the  diiji  stive  or- 
gans, you  hhould  always  examine  into  the 
state  of  other  parts  of  the  body ;  for  this 

condition  will  take  ]daee,  not  only  fr  itii 

sympathy  with  the  uterus,  but  with  other 
organs. 

A  very  common  cause  of  this  disease  is 
disorder  of  the  brain — what  is  enmmonly 
called  disorder  ul'  the  uiiad.  I>um  anxiety, 
grief,  and  distress  of  mind,  many  persons 
have  stomach  complaints.  So  far  as  the 
stomach  itself  is  coneemed,  thev  have  no 
reason  to  find  Amlt,  but  tturong b  the  state 
of  the  mind  the  stomaeb  cannot  do  its 
duty.  Excessive  anxiety,  or  griei,  will 
not  only  take  a^y  (be  a]^ietit^  bat  pro- 
dnoe  a  constant  imperfection  of  the  fnnc- 
tions  of  the  stomach,  ?ind  all  the  symp- 
toms  of  indigestion  and  deraugemeut  of 
the  digestive  oiyrmt  whicb  I  formerly  men- 
tioned. I  )i;n  »•  very  frequently  been  un- 
able to  do  any  material  giKid,  because  the 
comidaint  evidently  depended  npon  the 
state  of  the  mind;'  and  verv  frequently  T 
have  gained  credit  where  i  (leserved  none, 
simply  from  the  circumstance  of  the  on. 
happy  state  of  mind  ceasing.  I  have  very 
frequently  attended  younu  h^di**;  who 
could  not  digest — who  had  tiuiuienee  of 
the  stomach,  no  appetite  or  great  appo>- 
titr,  cvcrv  thinif  that  could  be  wrouir  — 
simply  because  tbeie  was  an  anxiety  ou  iuve 
aflbifs;  they  were  in  fear  of  disappoint, 
ment;  and  as  noun  as  the  affair  was  !^et- 
tied  they  ate,  drank,  and  digested,  like 
other  people,  without  any  inconvenience, 
bnt  on  the  contrary  with  sreat  benaAt  I 
have  firequently  been  baffled  in  what  ap- 
peared good  rational  laaliucnt,  because 


there  was  some  grief  of  mind  or  some  cim. 
stant  anxiety. 

It  is  always  right  to  look  out  for  any 
particular  habit,  to  see  whether  the  patient 
is  coiutautly  doing  any  thing  to  which 
you  can  attnbnte  tbe  disease.  Dr.  Collen 
mentions  two  cases  of  dyspepsia  from  pa- 
tients taking  snuff  before  dinner.  In  one 
4^tfiese  two  easee,  the  disorder  of  tbe  sto- 
mach was  gastrodynia  —  aching  p-.iiti  of 
the  stomach :  and  iu  the  other  case,  there 
was  a  com|Mete  loss  of  appetite.  Now 
both  these  individuals  on  being  particular 
not  to  talic  snuff  before  dinner,  takincf  as 
much  as  they  chwic  when  tlie  stomach  had 
somethina:  hi  it,  recovered  from  their  dys> 
pcpsia ;  the  one  lost  his  gastrodynia  en- 
tirely, aud  the  other  recover^  his  appetite. 
Witn  regard  to  myself  and  tobacco,  if  I 
smoke  three  cigars  in  a  day,  or  smoke 
three  or  four  successive  days,  I  invariably 
have  dyspepsia.  Although  I  have  tbo 
best  stomach  in  the  world,  one  that  will 
dii^cst  any  thing  in  the  sha]>c  of  proper, 
good,  nourishing  food,  yet  if  I  smoke  in 
nat  way,  it  invariably  produces  the  most 
extreme  gn'^trndviiia  and  cardialgia,  so  as 
to  make  inc  quite  miserable,  and  therefore 
I  am  compelled  to  be  temperate  in  that  re- 
spect. You  will  find  that  many  persons 
have  tliis  disease  from  going  too  long  with- 
out food.  Habit  has  a  great  dead  to  do 
here.  Some  persons  feel  no  inconvenience 
who  breakfast  at  nine  in  the  mominp,  and 
dine  at  &evcu  iu  the  eveoinic,  taking  nuiiiing 
in  the  meantime;  and  others  suffer  the 
Ifreatest  ineonvenienc*^  if  tliey  fast  more 
than  four  or  live  hours.  You  will  iiud 
that  babit  will  not  operate  on  some 
people  in  rec^ard  to  this  point  —  that 
some  periioos  cannot  be  brought  to  fast 
long,  and  it  is  in  vain  for  tbem  to 
attempt  it.  They  feel  a  sinkinff  in  the 
ston>?irh,  they  have  fynstnidvnia  induced, 
if  they  do  nut  eat  fret|U€ntiy.  Some  can- 
not PASS  above  four  hours,  and  in  propor> 
ti(»n  to  the  labour  nndeiigonc,  so  is  the  ne- 
cessity for  eating.  You  should,  therefore, 
ia  making  inquiry  into  dyspeptic  cases, 
ascertain  how  rnqiu-ntly  the  i  iti' nts  i-at; 
but  yon  should  also  a&ccrtaiu  whether 
tbey  eat  too  much,  Iwcanse  the  stomach 
must  n<»t  be  blamed  if  it  does  not  do  double 
or  treble  the  diitv  iluvt  nature  intended. 
It  i^»  said,  thai  m  ili<  rci^ru  of  Henry  the 
Sixth,  tlie  people  ati  I  ut  twice  a  day; 
"  whi  rcas,"  says  Hoilin^hed,  "  wt-  have 
break  l  ast  in  the  fureuuon,  breakfaiit  after 
dinner,  and  rare  suppers  when  it  is  time 
to  go  to  rest.  Now  these  additional  re- 
pasts are  very  well  left  out,  and  each  one 
shonld  content  himself  with  dinner  and 
sapper  only^"  Another  point  is  to  ascer- 
tain if  the  patient  chews  hi.s  food.  ^lany 
|M;rsons  gobble  up  their  dinner  as  an 
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elephant  would  do,   instead  of  chew* 

ing  it  properly.  Another  point  is,  to  as- 
certain what  is  the  person's  diet,  and  to 
regulate  it  for  him.  Yuu  know  that  some 
nations  live  on  fish,  othon  on  stinking 
jinimal  mnttcr,  and  others  on  Tccfctables. 
An  eagle  ha^  been  brought  to  cat  bread, 
and  a  pigeon  to  eat  meat,  the  foimer  being 
n  bird  of  prey,  the  latter  a  domestic  bird. 
John  Hunter  brought  a  hawk  to  live  on 
bread.  If  these  changes  be  accomplished 
•loirly,  they  may  be  well  borne ;  but  manj 
cases  of  indigestion  arise  fmm  persons 
suddenly  changing  their  diet.  It  is  men- 
tioned that  our  c<»untrymen  who  were 
prisoners  niuUr  'I'ippoo  Suib,  ■^^ere  fed 
duhnz  their  confinement  upon  nothing 
bat  nee,  water,  and  capsieanis;  and  on 
their  rctuni,  when  they  were  liberated, 
they  of  course  ate  as  before.  The  effect  of 
the  suddenness  of  the  change,  even  to  their 
former  diet  of  meat,  was  such,  that  violent 
diarrhrra  wis  induced.  V'Ty  frequently 
you  will  find  pcrsims  sutler  in  this  re- 
spect ftom  a  change  of  food,  and  even 
from  a  cbann:*  .  f  place,  from  having  dif- 
ferent bread  from  what  they  have  been  ac- 
eustonied  to,  and  different  water  from  that 
which  they  formerly  had. 

We  sve  the  effect  of  habit  every  day 
around  us,  because  the  lower  orders  win 
eat  such  butcher's  meat,  and  such  fish,  as 
would  disorder  the  stomach  of  their  supe- 
riors, without  uppearittg  to  suffer  from  it. 

Now,  there  can  be  no  donbt,  that,  gene- 
rally speaking,  food  is  best  ( (,TnyKn:rrt  nf  a 
m  i  X  t  u  r e  of  v^petable and  an i  ut al  subs t aiices. 
It  ui)])t  an  ftom  the  teeth,  and  it  appears 
likewise  from  the  experiments  made  with 
tlie  solvtnt  juice  of  the  stomach,  that 
digestion  is  most  likely  to  take  place  with 
ihdli^,  and  in  perfection,  if  the  diet  con- 
sist or  a  portion  of  aniiual  and  vej^etable 
substances.  lu  general,  too,  tlie  food  is 
mnch  better  digested,  if  a  certain  degree 
of  art  be  applied  in  its  preparation — the 
art  of  cookery.  Some  persons,  with  weak 
stomachs,  require  tills  art  in  foil  perfec- 
tion ;  they  do  not  digest  things  unless  they 
are  thomncfhly  boiled — thoroughly  per- 
vadcd  by  heat,  cither  dry  heat  or  heat  and 
moisture,  and  even  then  tfaejr  require  the 
addition  of  good  spices. 

It  is  therefore  necessarr,  in  regard  to 
patients  labonring  under  uis  affection,  to 
ascertain  whether  they  have  made  niiy 
change— whether  the  meat  they  eat  is  good 
of  the  kind ;  to  ascertain,  also,  whether 
they  eat  a  proper  proportion  of  animal 
and  vegei;!>)b'  food;  to  ascertain  that  tliey 
do  not  eat  ilungs  raw,  which  might  be 
dressed.  Many  persons,  for  example,  have 
indige«!ti(»Ti  <mly  when  they  eat  articles  not 
thoroughly  cooked,  and  some  persons  di- 
gest  eFery  thin?,  except  raw  TCfetahte^ 
ssImI,  and  nuUahcs. 


In  general,  brown  and  old  ffesh  is  betti^ 
digested  than  young  meat.    Mutton  is 

easier  of  dic^f^tion,  for  example,  than  real, 
and  cap(ui  liiua  a  young  chicken.  In  ge- 
neral  meat  that  is  not  particularly  fat  is 
better  dii^csted  than  when  it  is,  and  lean 
than  fat  itself.  Fresh  meat,  too,  is  usnallj 
betterdigOBted  than  salt  meat;  salt  hardens 
the  fibre,  makes  it  more  comjvK  t,  and  less 
easy  of  solution.  Dr.  Robinson  addicted 
himself  to  taking  a  vomit  every  evening, 
and  he  found  that  be  brought  qi>  veal 
undigested,  but  when  he  dined  on  beef, 
very  little  remained;  ihewing  that  the 
latter  Is  of  more  easy  digestion  than  the 
former — old  flesh  thati  young 

In  regard  to  fat,  it  is  a  curious  circum* 
stance  that  some  persons  who  cannot  digest 
a  preat  nnmbi  r  of  articles  well,  can  diciest 
a  piece  of  broiled  bacon  thoroughly,  and 
now  it  is  the  fashion  to  take  broiled  bacon 
as  a  thing  veiy  casjp  of  dlgwtionu  Jfe. 
Cunnincfham,  n  snnjeon,  who  wrote  an  ac- 
count of  New  ^outh  Wales,  states  that  he 
knew  a  person  in  whom  the  smallest  por- 
tion of  beef  or  mutton  Tnt  drmncycd  the 
stomach ;  and  she  was  forced,  before  she 
conld  take  gravy,  to  allow  It  to  get  cold, 
and  then  have  it  skimmed  and  warmed 
again,  so  that  not  a  particle  remained  in 
it ;  and  yet  she  could  eat  broiled  fat  bacon 
with  impunity. 

Another  j)oint  to  be  attended  to  is,  not 
to  take  much  liquid  food  into  the  stomach 
—  not  to  indulge  in  broths  and  slop«| 
which  is  so  much  animal  matter  with 
water  into  the  Imigain.  It  is  better  to 
take  animal  food  In  a  compact  fom  thui 
in  a  lot  of  hot  water,  because,  no  donbt, 
a  quantity  of  liquid  is  injurious  to  the 
stomach:  it  ili lutes  llic  gastric  juice,  and 
ono  must  suppose,  must  relax  the  stomach 
— must  both  sodden  it,  and  diminish  it.s 

Sowers.  It  is  wrong  to  drink  too  much 
quid  of  any  sort,  eren  beer,  and  tea, 
were  there  no  other  reasnn  tbnn  thnt  I  have 
just  assigned.  One  of  the  best  things  to 
drink  after  dinner  is  a  cnp  of  Toy  strong 
coffee,  without  any  milk;  some  persons, 
however,  arc  so  stimulated  by  this,  that 
they  cannot  bear  it  But,  in  general,  it  is 
•  good  rule  for  dyspeptic  people  to  limit 
the  anantityof  drink  as  much  as  possible; 
to  take  no  slops  or  broth;  and  in  prefer- 
ence  to  drlnUng  beer  or  water,  to  tako  « 

rtip  of  «tronir  coffee. 

In  r^urd  to  rotables,  waxy  potatoQ^ 
•re  seldom  well  diigested,  and  it  is  naees- 
sary  that  greens  should  be  thoroughly 
boiled,  that  is  to  say,  boilwl  in  a  large  quan- 
titv  of  water,  and  boiled  very  vigoroo-sly. 

You  will  find  many  persons  much  better 
without  beer  or  wine;  but  some  have  a 
stomach  so  languid  that  it  requires  the 
stimnlus  of  wine.  Yon  cannot  pMScribe 
way  pvticolar  wine.  Foe  aone  penonsy 
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Port  is  best;  for  others.  Sherry;  and  for 
otlMBi,  ag«in,  Hadeire.  With  tome  ueo. 
pie,  Port  turns  acirl,  and  with  others 
Sbenry;  bat  in  a  great  number  of  casea, 
yov  nnd  tiwt  Sherry  agrees  witii  the  Bto> 
mach  best.  A  mixture  of  wine  is  bad, 
and  persons  will  frequently  bear  Port, 
iSberry,  or  Madeira,  when  they  would  be 
made  ill  hj  tahiog  anv  two  of  them  toge- 
ther; bnt  •lonie  add  beer  l«>  n  mixtnrp  of 
winei),  and  then  you  may  expect  u  treble 
commotion  in  the  stomach.  Some  say, 
that  if  they  talcc  a  glass  of  hratidy,  that 
settles  all :  it  is  like  oil  poured  on  the  sea 
In  a  swelL  Bat  yon  find  numy  penont* 
stomachs  so  susceptible,  that  no  wine  can 
be  drank,  and  indeed  nothing  but  brandy 
and  water  c-au  be  bonie.  As  to  Chain- 
pagne,  Bnrgnndy,  and  home-made  wines, 
they  are  sweet,  and  generally  f1i^«(rree  with 
the  stomach:  still  yon  will  meet  with  ex- 
ceptions, and  you 'will  find  eases  when 
vomiting  is  stopped  by  Champagne.  All 
Rheni«h  wines  are  sour,  and  likewise 
Chuet,  and  these  nsnally  ferment  in  die 
stomach,  become  acid,  and  therefore  they 
are  impmper.  Generally  one  wine  only 
should  he  taken,  aud  that  wijitU  UJ!>uaiiy 
answers  best  is  Sherry. 

It  is  well  to  ]>rfVf'nt  prrsnns  lnV>nTiring 
under  this  complaint  Irom  eating  su]»per8, 
ualeMi  they  have  had  an  early  dinner.  If 
people  dine  at  one  or  two  o'clock,  it  is  ne- 
cessary for  them  to  take  something  in  the 
evening.  Now  and  then  yon  will  meet 
with  persons  who  are  not  so  well  w  ilhout 
a  go<i;l  8upper:  they  will  lie  awake  from 
irritahility  brought  on  by  exhaustion,  un- 
less tiiey  eat  suppers,  and  therefore  there 
Is  no  rule  for  these  things.  There  are 
general  rules,  such  as  1  hafe  now  mention- 
ed, but  yon  must  never  stand  np  for  them 

universally;  ynu  must  makr  f  xcrptii  ns, 
and  adopt  what  you  find  the  patient's  cun- 
stltntion  zeqmree. 

You  will  find  it  very  proper  to  advise 
some  pen>ons  to  cat  brown  bread,  instead 
of  white:  many  persons  will  not  be  costive 
if  they  eat  brown  bread,  but  in  others  it 
prm!nce5  a  d-  trree  of  hmrtbnm  and  acidity. 

It  is  almost  always  right  lo  advisepersons 
to  remain  quiet  a(W  dinner ;  if  them  he 
miw  li  moving  about,  digestion  does  not  go 
on  so  well.    It  is  a  eommon  saying, 

"  After  dinner  sit  awhile/* 

and  it  is  also  said. 

Alter  Bupi'er  rtdc  a  mile 

not  to  digest  the  snp]>er,  but  because  the 
penon  should  have  eaten  so  light  a  supper, 
that  he  may  fide  a  mile  without  doing  him 
any  injury. 

You  thus  perceive  that  much  may  be 
done  in  curing  disease  of  the  digeetivo  or- 
gans without  any  mcdidne  at  ml,  iimpl  j 


by  dii»coveruig  the  cau&e,  and  removing  it. 
and  Uils  canse  is  vecy  fteqncntly  some  had 
habit.  Tt  is  absurd,  in  ercrj-  ca^e  of  stomach 
affection,  immediately  to  order  something. 
Ton  should  sit  down,  learn  Uie  history  of 
the  case,  ascertain  if  the  canse  i  s  beyond  tho 
stomaeh,  if  it  has  its  seat  in  any  other  or. 
gan,  aseertain  what  is  the  state  of  the  in- 
testines, what  is  the  condition  of  the  mind, 
whether  the  patient  has  been  fasting  too 
long,  eating  too  much,  taking  something 
that  diragrees  with  him,  and  if  It  arises 
ffun  any  of  these  causes,  ynu  mnv  rure 
the  disease  without  any  meUiciue— may 
put  tbe  patient  in  possession  of  a  plan 
which  will  put  a  stop  to  liis  ailments.  I 
am  quite  sure,  that  in  tlie  greater  number 
of  cxses  of  indigestion,  the  disturbance 
arises  from  things  forced  into  the  stomach, 
from  tlic  stnt(>  of  the  mind,  or  from  some 
injurious  iiabit  which  the  patient  has  con- 
tracted;  but  it  is  necessary  to  attend  to  all 
the  points  I  have  mentioned  with  regard 
to  diet,  because  some  persons  have  such 
weak  stomachs  that  they  require  a  parti- 
cular line  of  conduet.  Articles  which  pro- 
duce indigestion  in  some  people  will  not 
g^ve  rise  to  it  in  others. 

Wo  may  i)crhaps,  however,  have  to 
treat  disease  of  the  stomach  itself.  Inde- 
pendent of  all  external  circumstances— of 
things  external  to  the  stomach,  the  stomach 
itself  may  be  in  fault. 

Having  cleared  the  way  so  far,  we  shotiid 
look  ont  for  inflammation; -aseertain  if 
there  be  gastritis.  If  you  find  a  great  sen- 
sation of  heat  in  the  stomaeh,  and  up  the 
throat,  and  if  you  6nd  the  pnrt  tender  on 
pressure,  you  must  treat  the  case  as  you 
would  nuy  otlu  r  innnnimtttion.  Leeehcs 
coutiuuaily  applied  to  the  pit  of  the  sto- 
mach,  moderate  poiging,  and  mild  diet, 
arr  the  suitable  means.  Supposinq-  vio 
£ud  no  such  marks  of  inflammation,  but 
mofbid  irritability,  and  tiiestomadi  snfien 
pain  when  food  is  taken,  although  there  is 
no  pain  on  pressure ;  or  suppo.se  the  sto- 
mai*h  vomits,  discharges  its  contents,  and 
there  is  no  imin  or  heat,  so  that  we  may 
hence  conehule  that  the  ca*-*"  is  one  of 
morbid  irritability ;  for  the  purjioiie  of  les- 
sening this,  vou  wUI  find  that  pmsslc  add 
is  one  of  the  Dcsl  mn;  dii  s.  In  gnstrodyuia 
it  answers  exceedingly  well.  If  there  be 
Inflammation  uniteo  with  this  spasmodie 
pain,  you  must  remedy  that  by  leeches; 
but  if  there  be  merely  spasmodic  pain,  or  a 
constant  aching  at  tlie  stomach,  you  will 
find  prussic  acid  frequently  answer  very 
well.  It  is  best  to  l)egin  with  one  minim 
three  times  a  day,  taking  tare  not  to  give 
it  on  an  emptv  stomach ;  and  for  this  rea- 
son, a  dose  that  will  be  borne  very  well 
when  the  stomach  is  full,  cannot  be  borne 
when  it  is  empty.  All  agents  aflSset  the 
itomacli  most  when  it  is  empty,  when  they 
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eone  in  contact  with  it,  when  they  aw  not 

mixed  with  its  cont<  nts  and  consequently 
not  diluted  and  partly  applied  to  the  or- 
gan. If  you  give  some'dfHKS  befbre  meals, 
and  others  after  it,  it  will  not  j>rorlucc  an 
nniformity  of  effect,  It  is  bust  to  equalize 
tha  doae  by  giving  it  after  meals.  Yon  may 
begin  with  a  minim,  and  in  a  dav  or  two  in- 
crease it  to  two  minims,  then  to  three,  and  so 
on.  The  symptoms  which  it  prodnoea  of  an 
onpleaMUit  kind,  and  which  are  sufficient 
to  make  you  limit  the  dosf,  nre  sickness, 
tmntness,  conTuIsions,  and  a  lUlic  pain  in 
the  head.  Yon  mntt  tell  the  patient  of 
these  thinffs,  and  guard  him  against  the 
occurrence,  desiring  him,  if  tbey  take  place, 
to  desist  Immediate  j->not  to  takesolarge  a 
tjuantity  again,  but  a  smaller  dose.  Then, 
as  to  the  dose,  tliere  is  no  rule  whatever. 
I  believe  I  mentioned  I  had  a  patient  who 
eonld  not  bear  more  than  the  fourteenth 
or  seven  tern  ih  nf  a  dro]*  without  unea^^i 
Bess;  and  1  hod  unoUier  who  said  he  took 
aeventeen  iDinims  three  times  a  day,  bnt 
he  could  not  reach  above  that.  I  have 
veral  tim^  seen  patients  who  took  eight 
07  nine  minims  thne  times  a  day ;  and  even 
this  is  a  lar^c  quai'tity.  The  usual  dose 
that  is  home  varies  from  two  to  four  mi- 
nims, perhaps. 

Hyn<^yamus,  coniom,  and  stiychnine, 
are  given  for  the  same  ynirpf>^c;  but  better 
than  any  of  these,  I  tiunk,  is  stramonium 
and  opinm;  and  I  think  stnunoniwan  is 
the  best,  becnnse  opium  confines  tlie  bowels, 
and  that  is  injurious  in  these  cases.  I 
hare  seen  stramonlnm  eatt  this  pain  in  the 
stomach— i^astrodynia.  There  is  no  rule 
for  the  dose  of"  this  medicine  ;  but  it  is  well 
to  begin  with  half  a  groin,  two  or  Uiree 
times  a  day,  and  grMoally  ineiease  il 
wliilc  there  arc  no  unpleasant  effects :  these 
are,  pain  of  the  head,  convulsions,  giddi- 
ness; and  if  the  remedy  be  given  mean* 
tiously  after  these  begin,  yon  may  Tiavr 
drowsiness,  violent  pain,  violent  throbbing 
of  the  temporal  and  carotid  arteries,  and 
Munelimes,  ])crhaps  under  almost  all  cir- 
cumstances, thirst  and  great  dinmess  of 
si^ht.  if  the  two  latter  symptoms  ure  not 
conKiderable,  the  patient  may  bear  them ; 
but  if  conrtiIsion«.,  ^idflmr«:s,  and  pain  of 
Uie  head,  be  induced,  it  ij>  well  to  omit  the 
wnicdy  immediately,  and  then  give  a 
smaller  quantity. 

N'oxt  to  lliis,  conium  answers  very  well; 
hot  yery  fW>quently  it  requires  to  be  fiven 
in  iarreased  doses,  up  to  10,  l.j,  or  20 
gniini),  three  times  a  day.  Opinm  is  also 
l»niIK'r  in  these  cases,  where  a  patient's 
bowels  arc  relaxed,  and  you  are  anxious 
for  it  to  have  a  double  effect  Tn  rccnn!  to 
the  feeling  of  morbid  irritability,  ihut  is 
ranch  better  put  a  stop  to  by  prnssic  acid 
thnn  bv  strtiinonium.  T  h:\vv  frcunently 
seen  It  .stopped  by  the  tu^i  or  ^iccona  dose ; 


but  the  gastrodynia,  the  achiov  of  Ilia  Mo- 

Tnneh,  I  think  is  best  relieved  by  stramo. 
nium.  Prnssic  acid  answers  very  well* 
but  I  have  seen  it  M  where  atraanoBiiiiii 

cured  the  case  with  facility.  The  sob. 
nitrate  of  bismuth  has  been  used  to  lesiea 
gastrodynia,  and  no  donbt  with  good  af- 
feet ;  the  nn^.  antim.  tartari/atum  has 
also  been  employed.  It  is  well  to  give 
in  these  cases  but  a  small  quantity  of  mod 
at  a  time :  for  the  stomach,  when  nnoh 
distended,  falls  at  length  into  a  spasmodic 
state.  The  more  distended  the  stomach 
is,  the  greater  effort  does  it  mn^e  to  torn* 
tract,  and  the  greater  is  the  spasm;  and 
tlierefore  a  smaU  quantity  of  food  is 
proper. 

As  to  the  symptoms  of  morbid  irritabi- 
lity of  the  stomach,  you  have  carefully  to 
remember  that  it  may  be  united  with  gas. 
tradyida,  and  you  must  remember  that 
tbc  niorbitl  irritability  may  at  different 
times  amount  to  inflammation ;  so  that 
the  remedies  which,  in  the  first  place,  were 
calculated  to  relieve  it,  ^  ill  I^>  longer  do 
so,  and  the  remedies  for  iuilammatioa 
nvst  be  employed.  Yon  are  nerer  certain, 
from  day  to  day,  whether  the  symptoms 
depend  upon  inflammation  or  morbid  irn- 
tabiliiy:  occasionally  you  have  to  apply 
leeches,  and  the  proper  remedies  for  inflam- 
mation; at  other  titne^  those  that  I  have 
now  mentioned,  and  trequcntly  you  have 
to  employ  both ;  tliere  is  a  degree  of  tan- 
d  em  ess,  but  more  pain  than  tenderness,  so 
that  hoth  nlans  arc  proper.  Frequently 
prnssic  ada  and  conrom  ai«  improper— 
the  remedies  for  inflammation  are  req  u  i  red ; 
in  other  cases  the  remedies  for  inJlamma- 
tion  arc  improper — the  patient  requires 
aarooticsi  and,  again,  yon  hare  other 
casra  where  Iwth  plans  fire  ]>mper. 

Then,  ^irdly,you  mav  hav  e  another  con- 
dition of  the  stoniach,wbttia  there  is  no  gas* 
tritis,  no  inflammation,  no  morbid  irrita- 
bility  independent  of  inflammation,  but 
where  the  stomach  is  torpid.  Yen  will 
have  some  patients  with  what  is  called  a 
cold  ftnmach  :  they  can  digest  their  food  if 
they  take  brandy  and  cayenne  pcpj»er. 
Now  in  indolence  of  the  stomach,  aroma- 
tics  are  generally  good — mn-^^tard  and 
cayenne  pepper;  and  in  regani  lo  uie<ii. 
dnes, ether,  camphor,  foetid  substances,  and 
ammonia,  will  be  found  u«;eful.  Dr.  Baillie 
says,  that  where,  in  disorder  of  the  stomach, 
a  quantity  of  viscid  mncns  is  discharged, 
comp.  tinct.  of  Benzoin  is  an  excellent  re- 
medy, but  where  there  is  pain  on  pressure 
I  would  not  give  such  a  stimulating  me- 
dicine. 

In  disordcrrs  of  the  stomach,  it  would  be 
ab.surd  always  to  tell  patients  to  abstain 
fK>m  wine^  and  to  take  notliing  rich ;  for 
you  find  some  pc  rson««  who  diffc^t  Twtterif 
they  take  a  few  spiced  articles  and  a  few 
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f  Umms  of  wine— pcrhap.H  a  pint.  Some 
moitbave  wine,  and  even  s])irits. 

In  tome  cases  of  tliis  ilescriptioD,  the 
application  of  galvanism  to  the  epinis< 
tnam  has  been  found  very  a^iceaole. 
Tonics  of  various  kinds  are  useful  in  lliis 
"wcakncjw  and  torpiflif y  of  the  bowels,  and 
especially  iron — parlicuiarly  ferrum  ammo- 
niatnm,  whicb  it  one  of  the  most  stiaralat- 
injf  preparations  of  iron.  Bitters  arc  use- 
ful; and  to  these,  people  often  add  soda, 
which  is  a  ffood  stimnluit  Acids,  as  well 
OS  tonics,  Ymvo  been  fnnnd  useful,  and 
they  are  often  the  best  remedy  for  acidity : 
the^  destroy  that  state  of  the  stomadi 
which  gives  rise  to  it 

Kothini:  can  be  worse  than  for  people  to 
Tomit  and  purge  themselves  in  lhe.se  cases, 
which  they  frequently  do.  These  tliin^^s 
must  weaken  the  alimentar%*  canal.  It  is 
right  to  enjoy  plenty  of  fresh  air— patienU 
ought  to  avoid  conftnenient;  thev  should 
have  exercise  short  of  fatis:ue,  and  have  a 
pleasurable  occupation,  it  should  be  a 
constaut  occupation  without  cata. 


ON  INFLAMMATION  OF  THE 
BLADDER. 

Bt  WtLUAM  CoOLtOW, 
•ipniecni  to  the  OeaemlDispeoMffT* 

Surgical  writers  in  this  counin,  who 
have  directed  dieir  attention  to  mseasea 

of  the  bladder,  appear  to  mr  to  lay  too 
little  stress  on  the  distinction  hot  ween 
the  iu6ammations  of  the  different  struc- 
turea  of  which  the  hladder  is  composed. 
The  French,  in  their  svstematic  woi4(s, 
inrntion  the  acute  and  chronic  vesical 
catarrhj  ami  acute  and  chronic  cystitis: 
designatin*;^  liy  the  former,  acute  ana 
chronic  inflammation  of  the  mucous  mcni- 
hranc  of  the  i)la(lilcr,  by  the  latter  term, 
acute  and  chronic  iudammatiou  of  the 
other  tissues  of  this  organ.  And  here  I 
may  observe,  that  the  term  acute  vesical 
catarrh  cannot  rorrectlv  be  applied  to 
acute  inHammation  of  t\ie  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  bladder,  because  it  implies 
the  existence  of  a  symptom,  namely, 
the  dischar}jfe  of  mucus,  which  is  not 
invariably  present  in  this  disease.  In 
fact,  the  whole  of  the  mucous  uiembrauc 
of  the  bladder  may  be  destroyed,  ami 
very  little  nnicns  be  sccrctcil.  No  one 
can  be  more  fuU^'  aware  than  myself  of 
the  difiiculty  which  exists  in  dctennin. 
ing  with  precision  the  particitlar  struc< 
ture  affected;  hut  as  I  consider  the  dis- 


tiuction  of  considerable  importance,  I 
hare  endeavrared,  in  the  following 
pages,  to  detail  with  accuracy  the  symp. 
toms  of  each  affection :  and  nnt  of 

Acute  InftamtMiWH  of  the  Mncoui 
Membrane  of  the  Bladder. 

The  sjinptoms  of  this  comj^lMiut 
are,  frequent  desire  to  pass  the  urine, 
accom|)anied  with  darting,  shooting-, 
throbbing  pains  in  the  region  of  the 
bladder,  and  these  arc  increased  by 
pressure  on  the  part,  or  any  motion  of 
the  body.  There  is  a  sense  of  faeat  or 
burning  along  the  urethra:  the  urine 
is  bii.'^b  rnliiTired,  and  passe<1  h\  nmall 
quantities.  Sometimes  there  is  sickuess, 
and  uneasiness  in  the  loins,  but  not  in- 
variably. The  pulse  is  quick,  and  at 
first  full,  btit  afterwards  small;  the 
tono-iir  is  wliitc;  countenance  anxious^ 
Kkin  dr^  ,  and  there  is  generally  great 
thirst  The  urine,  on  examination,  will 
be  found  to  be  vcrv  acid,  and  frequentlv 
to  contain  small  iiakes  of  lymph.  Tf 
the  disease  be  not  arrested  n\  tiic  early 
stage,  ulceration  of  the  mucous  men. 
hrene  is  likely  to  occur,  and  in  the  worst 
casc>i  if  )>rocced9  till  the  whole  of  the 
mucous  membrane  is  destroyed.  The 
ulcerative  process  may  extend  so  deep 
into  the  substance  of  the  bladder  as  to 
catisp perforation  of  iUs  panVte?,  an(l<':isrs 
arerecordedof  extravasation  of  unuctak. 
ing  place  into  the  sbdomen  from  thb 
cause*.  Somctimcs,also,acommunicatton 
is  formed  between  the  sigmoid  flexure  nf 
the  colon  and  the  fundus  of  the  bladder, 
or  between  the  rectom  and  the  under 
surface  of  the  bladder;  in  the  former  of 
wlric  fi  cases  the  ftrces,  I  believe,  pass 
into  the  bladder,  and  througii  tlie  ure- 
thra; in  the  latter,  the  uriuc  goes  into 
the  rectum,  and  is  voided  per  anum. 
But  the  mon*  usual  course  of  the  disease 
is,  tliat  the  ulcerative  process  gradually 
eictends,  till  Uie  whole  of  the  membrane 
is  destroyed,  and  then  the  muscular 
structure  is  she«  n  better  than  any  dis- 
section can  rcprt  sent  it.  lu  the  pni- 
gress  of  the  ulceration,  disease  usually 
manifestsitself  inoneof  the kiilneys:  this 
is  indicated,  not  so  much  by  pain  in  the 
loins,  which,  in  the  cases  I  have  watch- 
ed, was  not  present,  but  b^  the  sickness 
and  rejection  of  every  thing  taken  into 
the  stomach.  In  the  advanced  stage, 
large  quantities  of  pus  arc  voided  by  tlie 
urine,  and  the  luine  is  tinged  with  blood. 


«  BsUlic*!  M«rbld  Anatomy,  e.vi.  )7]I3. 
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Attempts  have  been  made  to  determine 
by  tbe  qualitiaaor  the  pun  itself,  whether 
it  has  been  scrreted  from  the  bladder,  or 
ha»  passed  iVom  tiie  kidney  into  the 
bladder.  In  the  cases  which  I  have 
seen,  the  pus  has  come  from  the  ktdnejr; 
I  am,  therefore,  unable  to  speak  on  this 
point  from  my  own  observation.  Soem- 
mering'* says,  that  the  pus  from  the 
kidneys  mixes  more  easily  with  tlie 
uriiK',  ;unl  is  more  pure  than  that  from 
the  bladder,  which  is  generally  mixed 
with  mucus,  and  consequently  somewhat 
ropy  and  sncky.  The  most  certain  cri- 
terion, however,  of  the  kidney  being  af- 
fected, is  the  state  of  the  stomach. 

If  there  be  a  stone  in  tbe  bladder,  all 
attempts  at  cw«,  till  the  stone  be  de- 
Strojed  or  removed,  will  be  ineffectual. 
The  severity  of  the  sym])toms  will  de- 
pend on  the  composition  and  size  of  the 
stone,  and  theconstitutioQ  of  tbe  patient; 
and  if  the  operation  wiU  ttOt  be  consent- 
ed to,  these  circumstances  must  guide 
the  surgeon  in  the  selection  of  tl)t<  nal- 
liative  remedies  which  he  may  employ. 
If  the  disease  of  the  bladder  co-exist, 
or  be  connected  with  org'anic  mischief 
in  tbe  kidnej^  or  any  other  organ,  little 
or  no  good  will  be  derived  from  medical 
treatment.  But  as  I  am  speaking  of 
idiopathic  inflammation  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  bladder,  I  will  pass 
over  eases  occurring  from  causes  such 
as  those  to  which  I  have  alluded.  Blood 
should  be  taken  by  leeches  from  the 
hyjrogastric  region,  and  these  should  be 
reijealed  as  long  as  the  severity  of  the 
])ain  continues,  and  tbe  strength  of  the 
patient  will  allow.  But  when  the  ab- 
straction of  blood  can  no  lonj^er  be 
borne,  then  I  advise  the  tartar-eiuclic 
ointment  to  be-rnhbed  in  just  above  the 
pubes,  every  night.  Anodyne  injec- 
tions, composed  of  a  third  of  a  pint  of 
thin  starcu  or  gruel,  with  twenty  or 
thirty  drops  of  Battle3r*s  Mdatiire  solu- 
tion, should  he  exhibited  at  hed-time, 
and  rrrcai  relief  ^vill  be  exp«'ricnced 
from  their  use.  .Some  recommend  the 
iiyection  of  oil  and  opium,  sad  other 
siiDstances,  into  the  bladder,  b^  means 
of  a  jjum-elastic  rntlictcr;  and  in  ntic  of 
my  patients  this  plan  iiad  been  sug. 
gested  by  an  eminent  nhysician,  prior 
to  the  patient  being  placed  uuder  my 
care,  but  no  benefit  was  derived  from 
this  treament.    In  fact,  the  pain  and 

*  Abhuidlunfffn  aber  die  Bchncll  und  l^ugsani 
TMCUchra  KnuiklMllMi  der  U»ral>Use  und  iiarn* 
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irritation  which  are  experienced  from 
the  introduction  of  insCnunents  into  the 

bladder  in  these  case.^,  are  so  considera- 
blc  as  to  deter  me  from  employing  this 
plan.  The  hip-bath  at  night  will  be 
round  ver^  serviceable.  Animal  Ibod, 
whic,  '^jiirits,  all  fermcTJtcd  liquors,  nnd 
acid  ilruik.s;, should  be  interdicted.  The 
diet  should  he  light,  consisting  of  bland, 
farinaceous  feod,  and  the  drink  of  boTw 
ley  water,  t  fKist  and  water,  or  linseed  tea. 

When  the  surgeon  is  thorou^-hly  sa- 
tisfied that  no  stone  exist^i  in  tlie  bladder, 
the  introduction  of  catheters  and  aoonds 
(unless;  there  be  retention  of  urine, 
which  is  not  common)  should  be  avoided, 
because  the  patient  experieuces  great 
pain,  not  only  when  the  point  of  the  in* 
strument  comes  iu  contact  with  the  blad- 
der, but  aiao  in  its  passage  akog*  the 
urethra. 

When  the  sereritj'  of  the  pain  has 

been  subdued,  I  have  found  some  benefit 
from  the  decoction  of  pareira  brava ;  but 
I  think  this  medicine  more  serviceable 
In  the  chronic  form  of  the  complaint. 
Hyoscyamus,  opium,  lime  water  with 
sj^Tup  of  white  poppies,  may  from  time  to 
tunc  he  admiiiLstered ;  but  I  fear  that  it 
is  not  within  the  reach  of  medicine  to 
cure  this  distressing  complaint.  It  more 
frequently  attacks  the  young  and  mid- 
dle aged  thau  old  persons,  and  femaies 
are  said  to  be  seldom  attacked  with  the 
complaint;  but  I  am  doubtful  of  the 
corrccttiess  of  this  opinion. 

Anxiety,  cold,  too  free  indijlir<"nce  in 
ardent  spirits  and  strung  alesi,  the  use  of 
too  poweriiil  injections  or  medicines  for 
the  suppression  of  gonorrhtea,  stone, 
nfid  diseases  of  the  rectum,  may  produce 
ihis  afl'ection.  Soemmering  lays  great 
stress  on  sunjircssed  goat  as  one  cavsn 
of  tbe  complaint.  I  n  some  cases,  1  Invn 
not  becT!  :ib)t>  to  trace  it  to  any  cause. 

This  disease  is  \ery  likely  to  be  mis- 
taken for  stone:  the  unessiness  in  the 
bladder,  frequent  desire  to  make  wnter« 
and  the  pa'-sjii,rf»  fyfldfHMl  with  the  nrine, 
are  symptoms  ot  stone  as  well  as  of  this 
complaint.    But,  in  stone,  the  pain  is 

Eriucipallj experienced  after  the  bladder 
as  been  emptied;  whereat!,  iu  acute 
inOamuiation  of  the  mucous  membrane 
of  tbe  bladder,  the  pain  is  most  intense 
when  the  bladder  is  full,  and  subsiden 
when  it  is  empty  :  in  stone,  larger  quan- 
tities of  blot)d  are  passed  thau  in  thia 
disease,  and  the  urethra  is  seldom  so 
irritable. 

On  dissection,  the  mucoui  mentbinne 
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of  the  bladder  will  be  fouiul  to  be  more  or 
lesti  destroyed,and  tbc  muscular  structure 
beneath  mstinetly  thewii.  The  ucetert 
•re  inflamed,  dilated,  and  annetiiiiei  ul- 

<***mfcd;  abscesaeft  form  in  one  or  both 
kidnejrs,  or  depositieu  of  a  white,  chalkjr 
loatter  tahea  place,  tn  exCNme  eaaea, 

inflanmation  extends  to  the  ratucnlar 

structure,  m  liirli  may  be  either  destroyed 
or  prei>eut  a  gangrenous  appearance. 
Mr.  BrfMlie  says  that  coagulated  alba- 
men  is  depo<^ited  in  the  cooler  texture 
>iv  wfiii  li  \\\c  Madder  is  ^iirroiinded,  and 
not  unlrequeiitlv  small  putiid  abscesses 
are  formeil  in  it;  and  sometimes  it  is 
found  after  death  in  a  t^tatc  of  alougfa, 
or  approaching'  to  it.  The  pn)st:t(e 
g-land  is  usually  enlarq"<"^K  nnd  the  liii- 
injf  membrane  of  the  ureilaa  is  highly 
inflamed.  I  possess  a  preparation  in 
which  coagulaolc  lymph  is  diffused  on 
the  surface  of  the  urethra  in  this  disease. 
The  first  of  the  following  cases  lilun- 
tratea  the  a\-mptoms,  proj^reaa,  and  ter- 
nunadon  of  this  eomplaint.  In  the 
second  case,  the  disease  of  the  bladder 
was,  I  believe,  the  secondary  affection, 
and  dependent  on  disease  of  die  kidney. 

Cas£  I. —  Injiamtnation  of  the  Mucous 
Coat  of  the  Bladder. 

I  was  requested  on  the  17th  of  May, 
1833,  to  visit  Mrs.  M.,  «t  36^  who  was 

•apposed  to  be  labouring  under  «r?np- 
toms  of  stone.  She  bad  freaucui  desire 
to  malce  water,  ^  attended  oy  darting^ 

shooting  pains  in  the  te^on  of  the 

bladder,  w  nieh  were  much  increased  by 
walking,  or  exercise  of  any  kind.  The 
urine  itself  was  acid,  and  contained 
some  shreds  of  lymnh  or  mncns.  No 
blood  or  gravel  had  been  ever  passed 
I  sounded  the  patient,  and  the  mstaul 
the  instrument  was  introduced  into  the 
urethra,  the  pain  experienced  was  most 
intense,  and  this  f  oiiTiinied  during  the 
whole  oi'  tlie  examination.  No  stone 
could  be  felt.  The  pulse  was  small 
and  quick,  skin  dry  and  rough,  tongue 
white,  countenance  anxious,  and  indi- 
cative of  nmch  snfTcrinof.  I  expressed 
from  the  lirsl  a  very  unfavourable  opi- 
nion of  the  ease,  belieTing,  as  I  stated, 
that  there  was  ulceration  of  the  bladder. 
She  had  hotn  in  tliis  state  for  two 
months,  ami  various  remedies  bud  been 
tried.  I  suggested  the  use  of  the  pa- 
reira  brava,  tir^^t  in  the  form  of  infusion, 
then  decf>ction.  The  une^vi'm  <.s  of  her 
symptoms  was  certainly  relu  vcd  more 
by  uoB  medicine  than  any  thing  elae 


which  she  tried.  For  the  first  six  weeks 
leeches  were  occ«u>ionally  applied  to  the 
h^viK)gastric  region,  and  tartar  emelie 
omtBunt  nibbed  in ;  and  at  nig^ft^iB 
starch  injertion,  with  tw  enty  minims  of 
Batliey  6  t»edative  solution,  w  as  given. 
After  this  time  Mrs.  M.  nmply  tried 
the  decoctum  of  pareira  brava  till 
about  two  months  prior  to  her  decease, 
when  perceiving  more  mucus  in  the 
urine  than  usual,  and  occasionally 
hlood,  I  added  a  very  small  quantity  of 
balsam  of  co|>r<!\a  to  the  mixture  (two 
drachms  to  eight  ounces  of  the  de- 
coction, with  some  mucilage.)  This 
brought  on  sickness,  and  deranged  the 
stomach  so  much,  tliat  she  w:is  obliged 
from  this  time  to  desist  taking  the  de- 
cuciion.  She  now  had  sickness  and 
nausea,  pus  was  voided  with  ^e  urine, 
there  was  complete  loss  of  strengtli, 
emaeiaticm  of  the  body,  hectic  flushes, 
aud  on  the  24th  of  November  death  put 
an  end  to  her  sufferings.  It  should  be 
observed,  that  for  a  few  days  prior  to  her 
death  no  pus  hafi  hern  voiflcd  with  the 
urine,  and  the  pain  aud  Ircquent  desire 
to  mufe  water,  mrthe  only  time  during 
her  long  illness,  had  almost  left  her. 

The  Dody  was  examined  within  48 
hours  after  death  by  Mr.  Merriman.  of 
Kensington,  aud  myself.  TheUamier 
was  not  thickened  or  contracted,  hut  ao 
completely  divested  of  its  mueoiis  mem- 
brane, that  not  a  single  vestiure  of  this 
coat  could  be  seen.  No  dissection 
could  rqiresent  the  arrangement  9f  the 
muscular  stnietnre  so  well  as  it  was  seen 
in  this  case.  One  s|>ot,  of  the  size  of  a 
shilling,  towards  the  fundus,  was  black, 
and  almost  gangrenous.  The  ulceration 
li  iil  nnt  f  xtended  to  the  urethra,  but  its 
lining  membrane  wri^  highly  intlamed. 
The  right  kidney  w  ui>  uatura!l,  but  there 
was  ulceration  of  the  left,  and  ita  inte- 
rior was  fillefl  with  ]ni<..  The  renal  ex- 
tremity of  the  left  iiff  trr  was  blocked 
up  by  a  delacheU  purtiun  of  the  sub- 
stance of  the  kidney. 

(Jase  ll^Ulceratiou  oj"  the  bladder^ 
ureier,  and  ktdney. 

Deborah  Mulladay,  wt.  46,  was  ad- 
mitted under  my  care  at  the  (ieneral 
Dispensary,  for  an  nffcetion  of  the  blad- 
der. She  complained  of  great  uneasi- 
neas,  and  sometunes  pain,  in  Uie  lower 
part  of  the  belly,  and  freoucnt  demre  to 
void  urine  ;  after  the  hhuhh  r  w  as  emp- 
tied, the  pain  and  uneasiness  usually 
subsided.    These  symptoms  were  at 
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finit  relieved  bj  the  use  uf  the  Uecoc- 
tion  of  the  pareira  bimra;  but  after 
six  weeks,  the^  became  more  aggra- 

rated,  the  pain  was  at  times  verv 
acute,  the  desire  to  make  water  more 
frcqueut,  the  urine  contained  a  good 
deal  of  pus,  and  on  two  or  three  occa- 
sions was  tinged  with  blood  The  ])iilse 
was  small  and  quick,  and  the  couiite- 
■ance  pale  and  sallow ;  there  wa.s  ema- 
eUtiott  of  the  bodj,  with  occasional 
fthiTerin^,  and  cramps  in  the  leg*. 
She  had  no  pains  in  the  Inins,  atul 
there  was  no  sickuess  uutil  about  ten 
days  prior  to  her  decease,  when  it  waa 
very  distressing",  and  continued  fi»r 
some  days.  On  I'rldar,  July  2(ith,  she 
was  seized  \Mih  paralysis,  and  expired 
on  the  following* Tuesday. 

The  body  was  examined  24  hours 
after  death.  The  nmeons  metuhr  M^e  of 
the  bladder  waa  ulcerated  in  i>c-vcral 
spots,  but  was  not  so  mucb  destrojed  as 
in  the  preceding' case;  the  bladder  was 
thickened  and  eoiilraeted,  and  contained 
a  ^ood  deal  of  pus.  The  vesical  extre- 
mit  y  of  the  left  ureter  was  ulcerated,  the 
pelvis  of  the  left  kidney  was  full  of  pus, 
and  the  substance  of  the  kidney  in  some 
parts  completely  destroyed  by  ulcera- 
tion. The  right  kidney  was  m  a  state 
of  atrophy,  and  its  interior  oontained  * 
deposition  of  clialky  mntter.  The  ure- 
thra was  inflamed,  but  not  ulcerated. 

Case  III. —  Vh  erntionof  the  bladder. 

William  David  Sadler,  aged  17,  of  a 
delicate  constitution  and  light  cum. 
plexion,  applied  at  the  General  Dispen- 
sary, December  3d,  1832,  for  an  affection 
of  fiis  bladfir I  Says  that  about  seven 
mouths  ago  he  first  felt  pain  in  making 
water,  which  lasted  for  some  minutes, 
and  then  went  awaj.  Since  that  time 
this  symptom  has  never  left  him.  All 
of  a  sudden  he  feels  a  darliniif  pain  near 
the  neck  of  the  bladder,  acconiuanied 
with  an  irresistible  dcaire  to  maao  wa* 
ter.  The  nain  then  subsides;  he  makes 
water,  and  still  feels  easier.  These  at- 
tacks vary  as  to  the  frequency  of  their 
oecurrence— somettmes  every  hour  or 
oftcuer,  at  other  times  at  longer  inter- 
vals.  Tlif^  nrfne  i.s  turbid,  and  voided  in 
small  (juantiiu.s,  aud  extremely  acid. 
Appetite  good ;  general  health  not  much 
deranged  ;  pulse  quick ;  tongue  white 
and  dry.  A  sound  %vas  introduced  two  or 
three  times,  but  no  Htone  coukl  be  felt : 
this  operation  alwn^is  gave  him  great 
pain.   No  blood  has  e%cr  bceu  passed ; 


there  has  been  no  siekuess,  nor  do  any 
of  the  neighbouring  organs  suffisr. 

Alkalies  and  hyoscyamus;  small 
do«!es  of  rulx'lis  u  ith  carbonate  of  pnt^sh, 
the  decoction  oi'  the  pareira  brava  aiuue^ 
and  also  in  combination  with  small 
doses  of  oopaivi  and  mucilage,  with 
hyosryr?Tn(i«i,  "  ere  tried ;  but  he  has 
been  benetiied  by  nothing  which  he  has 
taken,  and  be  continues  now  in  the  same 
state  as  when  he  first  apfilied. 

Chronic  Infiammuiion  of  the  Mucous 
Memormw  of  the  Bladder^ 

A  i^adent  labourinff  under  this  dis» 

ensr,  first  rninplnins  of  an  uiieasineaa 
in  the  region  ot  the  bladder,  which  oc- 
casionally extends  along  the  urethra, 
and  at  other  times  is  only  felt  at  the 
glans  penis.  Tlicn^  is  a  frequent  desire 
to  make  water,  whieh  is  passed  with 
pain  aud  difficulty,  but  after  the  urine 
IS  voided  the  nain  subsides.  The  urine 
is  acid,  usually  contains  some  mucus ; 
the  mueus  itself  i<4  alkaline,  and  when 
passed  in  large  quantitiesimparts  the  same 
character  to  the  urine.  The  quantity  of 
mucus  secreted  varies— ^t  first  it  issmall^ 
and  '^oTin'iiincs is  never  much.  In  other 
cases,  however,  it  is  considerable;  and 
instances  are  rdated  where  sereral 

nnds  have  been  passed  in  the  24 
rs.  The  mucus  is  tliir  k  ;u:<l  ^i<;f  id, 
or  ropy,  and  when  allowed  la  remain 
long  in  the  urinal,  it  presents  a  very 
ammoniaeal  smell.  From  the  truant ity 
of  mucus  seereti  d,  the  coTni^laint  has 
obtained  the  name  of  vciiieai  catarrh. 
It  is  sometimes  slight  in  its  constitu- 
tional effects,  and  disappean  soon ;  at 
other  times  it  continues  fur  a  considt  ra- 
bl'"  time,  produciui,''  j^-reat  euiaeiation, 
aud  e^  en  death.  This  disease  is  more 
under  oar  control  than  the  acute  fimn, 
and  though  it  seldom  if  ever  admits  of 
being  enmpletely  cured,  still  it  uiay  \te 
kept  uuder,  and  ihe  patient,  with  care, 
may  sul&r  but  little  annoyanee  ftnm 
this  complaint. 

The  otxcrvatifms  which  I  made  in  re- 
ference to  stone,  as  a  cause  of  the  acute 
fom  of  the  disease, are  applicable  here; 
but  it  is  also  frequently  caused  by  stric- 
ture of  the  urethra,  enl.trf^omont  of  the 
prostate,  jirostatic  caicuii  —  and  our 
treatment  in  such  eases  must  be  directed 
to  those  affections.  Where,  however,  it 
is  an  idir)|nthie  affeetion,  medicine  will 
be  found  to  be  very  serviceable ;  and 
of  all  the  medicines  which  I  have  tried, 
the  decoction  of  parrira  brara  has  ap> 
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peaivil  to  me  U»  do  most  good.  This 
medicine  formerlj  bid  a  plaee  in  the 

Pharmacnixrla,  and  was  very  much  ia 

repute  in  the  ln't,-ijMiini,»-  of  thp  last  cen- 
tury, la  a  work  pubiisbetl  at  Paris,  iu 
1704,  hy  Andreas  Helvedun,  this  an- 
tbor  considers  it  a  specific  for  some  in- 
flammatory affections  of  the  bladder*. 
Where  there  is  a  considerable  secretion 
of  mucus,  I  find  the  decoction  of  the 
uva  m«i,  with  the  muriated  tincture  of 
iron,  of  jp-eat  use.  This  medicine  will 
8t>mclitnrs  !'  ><>j«'n  the  secretion  of  the 
mucus,  w  huu  the  pareira  brava  will  not ; 
this  latter  medicine  having  a  gp^ater  in- 
fluence over  the  pain  and  tmCabilitf  of 
the  bladder  than  over  the  $«ecretion  of 
mucus.    If  tliere  be  any  tendencjr  to 

Snit  in  Che  eonstitation,  the  colchieamf 
ould  be  administered  at  bed-time,  and 
p,.v\(lfr((l  jjiills,  with  nitre,  three  or 
lour  limes  iu  the  daj,  to  repress  the 
mncons  secretion.  Small  doses  of  co- 
pairi,  with  byosejamus,  will  sometimes 
do  fTfcat  ^food  in  these  cases,  ant!  miy 
bc"  added  to  the  decoction  of  the  pareira 
brava,  or  aiven  alone.  Small  doses  of  cu- 
bebs,  combined  with  the  carbonate  of  pot- 
ash and  powdered  calumba,  are  of  serrice. 
But  both  cubehs  and  copaivi  must  be 
administered  with  considerable  care  ;  for 
it  has  fallen  to  mj  lot  to  see  more  eases 
of  chronic  inflammation  of  the  bladder 
produced  by  the  long'-continued  use  of 
larg-e  doses  of  diese  medicines  than  bj 
any  other  cause. 

As  the  disease  lasts  for  a  considerable 
period,  and  patients,  from  lotijr  cxj)en- 
euce,  understand  tije  manag-ement  of 
their  own  cases,  the  opportunities  of  dis- 
section are  not  verj  Irequent.  The  mu- 
cous membrane  is  sometimes  ulcerated ; 
ami  win  re  it  is  not  destroyed,  it  is  in- 
flanu  il,  and  presents  here  and  there  red 
spots,  as  if  blood  had  been  eflbsed  be- 
neath its  surface.  A  ca^e  of  this  dis- 
ea«<r,  which  was  relieved  hv  the  use  of 
the  pareira  brava,  will  be  found  in  this 
journal  for  October  18113,  and  sereral 

♦  "  Ld  rncine  Ae  (lareni-brava  est  uh  Rprciflqu* 
contre  toiites  lea  maladies  dm  reins  et  de  la  vtwi* 
qui  aoitt  curable*  II  aglt  avec  Unt  dr  douceur 
qn'U  n*f  «  point  d'ocCMlloil  Oil  I'OII  M  pain* 
I'anployM  od  crataHtot  d*  oMttTalses  nultes, 
tt  oo  Milt  ttmprnw  tt*  dTcts  mx  rlTete  sped  fique» 
<a4lul|M|iltM,Sr  rhyuccacuanha.  et  de  I'alum."— 
TValf/ MaladltM  let  ■/«•  frequcnt^M^  ire.  par 
M.  //.  Ir^Hu^.    Li.f:e.  lf\\. 

i  Dr.  Fruiit  rccoinmeods  an  acetuua  extract  of 
eolcbl'Tuin.  In  di'ses  of  one  or  two  ffralus  at  bed- 
time, prepared  by  Garden,  of  OsR>nl«*ti>Mt.  I 
Itave  girru  th'a  preparation  an  estCBSlve trial, tad 
ma  bear  Utilmoof  to  lla  uccilmcc* 
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similar  cases  hare  since  that  time  come 
under  my  care. 

Acute  Infiammation  o/  the  Muscular 
Structure  of  At  Bladder, 

The  symptoms  of  this  complaint  are 

acute  pain  and  sense  of  tig'htness  in  the 
reg^ion  of  the  bladder;  and  at  first  a 
difficidty  iu  pa-ssinj;  the  urine,  each 
etfort  being  attended  with  straining  and 
shivcrinnrs.  The  Water  is  voided,  soon 
after  the  commencement  of  thr  attnrk, 
droj)  hv  drop,  and  then  complete  reten- 
tion takes  place.  The  abdomen  becomes 
distended,  the  patient  complains  of  dart- 
ing' shooting  pains  all  over  this  region, 
and  parti'  nl;irly  in  the  rectum.  The 
pulse  is  hard  and  ^uick;  there  is  great 
neat,  thirst,  restlessness,  anxiety,  and 
nansea.  Tlie  urine  is  very  red,  some- 
times bloo  I  v,  nndof  a  high  specific  sTra- 
vitv.  The  severity  of  th'!  symptoms 
will,  in  a  great  degree,  depend  on  the 
extent  of  the  infiammation  and  the 
causes  which  h  ive  produced  it.  In  the 
early  stage,  the  disease  usually  afl*ect9 
the  neck  of  the  bladder,  in  which  case 
there  is  commonly  retention  of  urine. 
Sometimes  the  inflammation  occupies 
that  part  of  the  bladder  in  which  the 
mouth  of  the  tureters  are  situated  : 
tibese  then  become  involved  in  the  af. 
feetioili  atid  a  suppression  of  unne 
more  or  less  comjnete,  and  its  conse- 
quences, ensue.  In  this  ca.se  there  ia 
commonly  pain  and  tenderness  on  pres- 
snre  in  the  hypognstrium.  When  the 
posterior  portion  of  the  bladder  is  af- 
fected, the  rectum  suffers  more  particu- 
larly, and  the  patient  is  harassed  by  a 
most  distressing  tenesmus. 

Idiopathic  inflammattim  of  the  blad- 
der is  not  a  common  disease,  and  is 
usually  caused  by  exposure  to  cold  and 
indulgence  in  spirituous  liquon.  Some* 
times  it  is  connected  with  «ronorrh<p«, 
either  occurriii'j"  from  the  extension  of 
the  inflammaiion  in  itie  urrthra,  or  pro- 
duced by  the  action  of  the  remcdiea 
which  are  given  in  (lie  treatment  of  the 
complaint.  Tlie  retention  of  urine  in 
the  oladder,  after  the  desire  to  roid  it 
has  been  felt,  is  a  Tcry  frequent  source 
of  mischief,  and  frequently  brings  on  SA 
incura^  h^  (liscasc  of  the  oladder.  TJic 
chronic  iorm  I  believe  to  originate 
most  commonly  flrom  this  cause.  Stone, 
the  incautious  or  violent  use  of  sounds  ot 
eatheters,  will  cause  the  conijdaint.  Tlie 
symptoms  of  this  disease  arc  so  se^  ere, 
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and  its  prmeas  to  rapid,  that  the  sur- 

geon  must  lose  no  time  in  adopting' 

f>rompt  and  decisive  measures  for  the  re- 
ief  or  the  patient.  General  bloodletting, 
the  application  of  leeches  to  the  pubes, 
the  drawine  off  the  water  by  the  cathe- 
ter, if  the  Waddor  be  distended,  is  the 
treatment  which  must  be  instantly  re- 
toited  to:  opium,  in  fiill  doses,  or  if 
there  be  no  tenesmus,  opium  in  combina- 
tion with  calomel,  should  be  gfiven,  and 
repeated  every  four  hours.  If  these 
meatores  be  employed  early,  the  patient 
aoon  experienoesa  (iimvnutionofhispain, 
tlip  ^vater  pnssrd  in  greater  quanti- 
ties and  with  less  suffenng",  his  consti- 
tutional symptoms  improve,  and  he  then 
falls  into  a  sound  and  refreshing  sleep* 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  these  measures  be 
delayed,  the  s^nnptoms  which  have  been 
before  described  become  agfiprayated, 
and  delirium  and  death  ensue.  On  ex- 
amination  after  death,  the  muscular 

tarietes  of  the  bladder  will  be  found  to 
e  gangrenous;  and  if  there  has  been 
retention  for  a  long  time,  it  will  be 
found  to  have  given  way,  and  the  urine 
to  have  ^^«:raped  into  tnc  pelvis.  The 
mucous  memorane  will  be  found  of  a 
daik,  lirid  eolonr.  The  fbllowiti^  case 
was  a  wdl-marked  one  of  this  ronn  of 
the  disease: — 

li^ammaiion  of  ike  BhMer» 

Benjamin  Spicer,  night  watchman, 
aged  69,  was  admitted  at  the  General 
I^pensary,  October  22,  1832,  for  an 
aflection  of  the  bladder.  There  was 
considerable  pain  in  the  region  of  the 
bladder,  increased  bv  pressure,  an  ina- 
bility to  pass  his  urine,  darting,  shooting 

fiains  in  the  rectum,  dull  pains  in  the 
oins,  and  sickness.  His  pulse  was  fiitt 
and  quick,  countenance  anxious,  tonrrue 
dry,  great  thirst,  bowels  oppTi.  The 
urine  was  immediately'  drawn  otf  by  the 
catheter:  it  was  acid,  and  rery  high 
coloured.  Twenty  leeches  were  applied 
to  the  pubie  rrfflon,  and  n  ffosc  of  opium 
was  udnnni&tered.  Hot  tomcnlations  to 
the  part,  and  anii^ection  at  night.  This 
plan  of  treatment  was  continued  for  a 
week,  under  which  he  recorered  from 
all  the  urffent  symptoms  of  the  attack. 
For  the  last  diree  years,  he  had  been 
occasionally  subject  to  slighter  attacks 
of  this  kind,  and  I  therefore  thought 
that  the  decoction  of  the  parcira  brava 
miglit  now  be  administered  with  advan- 
tage. He  continued  taking  diis  medi- 


cine for  three  months,  under  the  use  of 

whicli  he  perfectly  r»»r<»vrred. 

But  it  not  unfreauciitly  happens  that 
after  an  acute  attack  of  this  disease,  the 
bladder  never  recovers  its  usual  tone, 
and  the  chronic  form  of  tlio  complaint 
supervenes,  which  is  extremely  distress- 
ing, and,  1  regret  to  say,  seldom  cured. 
There  is  uneasinels  about  the  region  of 
the  bladder;  frcc^uent  desire  to  make 
water,  botli  by  mjrht  and  day;  some- 
times it  passes  off  involuntarily;  unea- 
siness about  the  rectum,  and  occasbnally 
prolapsus  of  the  gut ;  sallowness  of  tlie 
conntenanee,  mouth  dry,  and  appetite 
bad.  The  urine  is  generally  acia,  and 
often  contains  no  nure  mucus  than 
natural ;  at  other  times  some  may  be 
seen  floatinw"  in  the  nrinc.  Inij»of*'nce 
is  generally  the  etlect  of  lung  continu- 
ance of  thu  disease. 

When  this  disease,  as  frequently  hap- 
pens, is  caused  by  long^  standing  stric- 
tures in  the  urethra,  and  enlarg-ement  of 
the  prostate  or  prostatic  calculi,  it  is 
clear  that  the  pnmary  a0eetiott  diould 
especially  engfag-e  fiur  attention.  But 
even  when  the  primary  disease  has  been 
subdued,  the  inflammatory  complaint  of 
the  bladder  often  remains*  There  are 
few,  if  any  remedies^  that  have  any  de- 
cided effect  on  this  disease :  those  which 
I  believe  to  be  the  most  efficacious,  are 
the  pareira  brava  and  the  buchu  (diosma 
crenata).  In  some  of  these  cases,  where 
the  bladder  is  known  to  be  very  much 
thickened,  mercurial  friction  has  been 
strongly  recommended,  and  instances  re- 
lated of  its  success. 

On  dissection,  tbe  hlndder  %vi1]  ln^ 
found  more  or  less  thickened,  and  its 
inner  surface  presents  a  considerable 
number  of  ruge^,  caused  by  the  projec- 
tinn  of  the  enlary-ed  fasciculi  beneatli. 
The  thickness  oi'  the  bladder  is  some- 
times very  considerable.  Dr.  Baillie 
has  given  the  representation  of  a  blad- 
der nearly  an  inch  in  thiekness.  The 
prostate  {jland  is  enlrir«]fed. 

The  peritoneal  coveriiiff  of  the  blad- 
der is  also  sometimes  inflamed,  and  ad- 
hesions form  between  it  and  the  rectum 
or  uterus  infennles,  and  sometimes  evfn 
adbmous  form  between  the  bladder  and 
omentum.  When  this  affection  exisL% 
the  disease  usually  spreads  to  the  peri« 
toneal  covering-  of  the  adjacent  parts, 
and  symptoms  of  general  peritonitis 
supervene. 

iVrsons  of  a  gouty  and  iheumatie 
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diatlieBia  are  frequently  subject  to  dis- 
eases of  the  iirinarj  orgrans.  In  fact, 
some  writers,  among  whom  Soemmering 
deserves  to  be  particularly  mentioned, 
assign  suppressed  gout  as  a  frequent 
cause  of  the  influnmalory  diseases  of 
the  bladder,  particularly  in  old  persons; 
and  Dr.  Prout,  in  his  v;\lnn}.]r  work  on 
Calculous  Diseases,  describes  a  particu. 
lar  kind  of  infliimmftlion  of  the  urinary 
OTpm,  to  which  gontjr  indindiiala  are 
subject. 

"  In  eouty  individuals,"  .savs  l)r  P  , 
who  nave  likewise  suffered  from  uri- 
Baty  deranpcHK  ijt-.,  a  severe  affitetion, 
ultimately  involving  tljt  whole  urinary 
system,  and  which,  tor  want  of  a  better 
■**™*»  wust  be  termed  injlammatory^ 
though  the  circumstances  attending  it 
differ  alto^yr t|,pr  from  those  of  common 
indammatiou,  i»onietime<«  occurs.  Hi- 
therto I  have  only  seen  this  affection 
take  place  after  an  irr^lar  attack  of 
0out.    Tt  commences  with  slight  rigors, 
followed  by  feverish  exacerbations,  and 
accompanied  by  unusual  prostration  of 
atrength,  and  mental  depressiou.  These 
symptoms  of  constitntional  derange- 
mrnf  sonii  a<;*ume  a  more  violent  cha- 
racter i  ibe  pulse  becomes  excessively 
quick?  the  skin  hot  and  dry;  the  sto- 
tiiacli  oppressed  with  nausea  and  Tomit. 
ing;  there  is  tendency  to  deliriinn,  and, 
in  shorty  to  all  the  symptoms  of  irritative 
fever  of  the  nost  formidable  kind.  At 
this  time  the  secretion  and  excretion  of 
the  unne  arc  not  ap|)arently  affected ; 
and  the  patient,  though  repeatedly  urged 
?L     ^'"y*^^  declares  he  has  no  pain, 
either  in  the  urinary  svstem  or  else- 
where,       (!n,  s  he  complain  when  exa. 
minaUun  or  pressure  is  made.  These 
symptoms  eo  on  increasing  in  spite  of 
every  remedy,  when  at  lengUi  the  ez> 
tcmal  orq-nns  sonietiines  become  tumid, 
and  retention  of  urine,  more  or  less  com- 
plete, is  perceived  for  the  first  time.  The 
powers  of  the  patient  now  sink  rapidly, 
the  whole  tumid  urinary  organs  acquire 
a  dull  livid  hue,  and  death  speediljr 
doses  the  melancholy  scene.'* 

.       •"'y  of 

kind,  in  which  the  svmptoms  resemhled 
those  described  by  Dr.  P.,  except  as  re- 
garded the  excretion  of  urine;  which 
was  vciy  ftequeut,  and  attended  with 
great  pain. 
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THE  USE  OF  CALAMINE  IN  CON- 
FLUENT SUALL-POX. 

To  the  Sditar  of  the  Medkul  Gazette. 


Sir, 

The  following  case  is  partly  related 
from  memory,  out  the  general  statement 
is  correct  It  painia  a  horrid  scene, 
bur  no  lang-uapfc  could  adequately  de- 
scribe the  patient's  sufferings  and 
struggles.  He  had  certaiuiy  more  than 
twelve  epileptic  paroxysms  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  disease. 

I  am,  sir. 
Yours  most  obediently, 

Henry  Gborgs. 

FhUlimore-Pl n  r c .  K '  nsingtoa, 
AusuttiO,  lti33. 

A  gentleman,  21  years  of  age,  on  tlie 
27th  of  June  felt  severely  indisjxised; 
suffering  from  rigons,  inten.«^  pain  in 
the  head  and  hack.  Early  in  the  even- 
ing  of  the  88th  some  spnts  were  observed 
about  the  face  and  bod  v.  U^-  ir  fired  to 
bed,  passed  a  wretched  ni^ht.aud  on  the 
momm^  of  the  29th  I  first  saw  him. 
His  mind  was  wandering;  his  limbs 
and  voice  tremulous  ;  his  tongue  dry, 
and  covered  with  a  limwiiish-red  crust; 
his  pul&e  120;  his  face  was  swelled,  and 
corered  with  small pustules;  hia 
bowels  had  been  reueveo^  and*  he  had 
voided  plenty  of  urine.  The  nourish- 
nicut  to  consist  of  beef-tea,  arrow-root, 
&c.  and  I  diiccCed  the  following  medi- 
cines:— 

R  Li«i.  .\mm.  Acet  3's''>  Amm.  Carb. 

fr.  xij. ;  Sp.  Ether  Nit.  ?>«s. ;  Tinct. 
hro*.  3»!i.;  Aq.  Pura»,  jj.  M.  f.  haust. 
6tis  horis  snmend. 

June  30th.— Had  passed  a  tolerable 
night,  about  four  hours'  sleep;  takes 

his  nourishment;  the  face  is  niurh  n)ore 
swelled,  and  is  one  mass  of  eruption. 
Bowels  open. 

Cont  omnia. 
July  1st. — Yesterday  was  passed  in 

great  restlessness  btki  nLritation.  His 
appearance  is  now  fnjrhtlui ;  the  whole 
sunace  of  the  body,  with  the  exception 
of  the  abdomen,  one  mass  of  eruption, 

and,  excepting  a  small  space  on  each 
temple,  there  is  not  the  least  portion  of 
sound  cuticle  to  be  seen  over  the  whole 
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iaoe :  :Uieean  ftlfo  ari^  c-uvcrcd  witli  the- 
erupti<ui,  ami  the  wliolc  skin  nf  u  Jark 
livid  culoiir.  Early  this  nioriiiii<r  he  had 
a  violent  epileptic  paroxysm,  which  last- 
ed suinc  time,  n><|iiiring'  five  persons  to 
restruiu  him.  On  the  cessation  of  ihr 
ih,  I  etuli'Rvonred  to  adniiiiiNtrr  an 
enema  coiiiaiuiiig  tuo  dravhrniioi  iuuda- 
num,  but  owinff  to  tlie  nolenee  of  but 
striig-g-Ies  one-bair  of  it  was  lost.  I 
directed  the  follouiti"-  medicine  to  he 
given,  and  ordered  wine,  whey,  beef- 
tei.  Sec.  fbrbb  oourisbment:— 

ft  AmnL  Carb.  3.S9. ;  Add.  Cit.  3ss. ; 
P.  Ipec.  comp.  gr.  xij. ;  Sp.  Ether  Nit. 
3ij.;  Aq.  Purai,  ^'nj.  M.  f.  mist, 
(ap.  dim.  stat.  et  post.  hor.  3  repet, 

10  o'clock,  P.M. — Has  taken  plenty  of 
nqwrishBimt  tafcew  iteren  with  aTidity. 
Has  bad  another  fit  Has  slept  a  little. 
His  appearance  now  is  truly  distressing^  : 
trcnimmf*-  every  limb,  conscious  of  your 
preseiK  c,  recognizini^  everv  one,  but 
famhlin^-  and  talking*  in  ailtoe  wilduess 
of  fiiri(.ns  insanity.  Has  pa.ssrd  plenty 
of  ncrvouji  urine;  jiulse  very  rapid; 
skin  hot  and  moist.  I  succeeded  iu  iu- 
jectingf  an  enema  contamingi  two 
drschms  of  laudanum,  aud  directed  the 
wiue-uhcy,  with  h*-ef-iea,  to  be  gureu 
frequently  during  the  lugbt. 

3d. — Had  four  hmirr  alei^  in  tbe 
llight;  is  more  tranquil,  but  still  VM^ 
much  disturbed.  Passe«l  plenty  (►f  urine. 
Administered  a  soap  in^tion,  aud 
tjimsd  his  noTishiBfiil. 

10  o'dock,  P.M. — The  bowels  bate 
been  relieved  twice.  So  alteratioa  in 
symptoms,  iiepeated  tbe  iujectiou,  with 
two  drachms  of  laudanum. 

3d. — Has  had  some  sleep  in  the  course 
.of  tlir  iiio^ht.  Retention  of  urine,  the 
bladder  reaching;-  to  the  untbilicus ;  in- 
troduced the  catheter.  Continued  his 
nourishment,  covered  the  whole  body 
with  tbe  calamine^  Mid  ordmd  the  foi- 
lowin^r  medicine: — 

Ik  Ammon.  Carb.  Acid.  Citric  aa. 
gt.  XV.;  Sp.  Ether.  Nit  Jw,;  T)r. 
Cincb.  c.  3j.;  Tr.  Opii,  gtt.  vj.  j  Aq. 
Purse,  3i;  Jkl.  £.  baost.  (His  lioris, , 

10  o'clock,  P.M. — Introduced  the  ca- 
theter. Another  fit  has  oocurred  dariaff 
thedajr. 

I  will  pass  over  tbo  fix  following 

days.  The  inedieines  were  continued, 
and  castor-oil  or  rbn!)arb  ocoAsionally 
ffiven.  I  was  coiupoUed  to  use  tbe  ca- 
wMtr  mght  and  monving,  •tmtil'  tile 
mmamg  ef  tb»M ;  ^nMi  on  Iho  9ti>Mi 


Attack  of  iUaii:^a»Jv|^;^traiiM»i^^.liie 
use  of  chalk  and  opiitw.  In  fijis  inter- 
val it  was  necessary  to  walgbhiiu  closely, 
as  he  jlacued  every  dispusitiiyi  desUpy 
himself.  On.  the  5tb  ^is  abaoDu^l^ 
become  tympanitic. 

!Jili,  16  o'clock,  A.M. — Had  a yiolent 
epileplic  uaro.xysm  iu  the  nighty .Mp- 
aents  at  9n& .  moment  the  raostlnmid 
spectacle  that  can  be  ima<;ined;  Iiea, 
and  while  lyinjy  trembles  from  head  to 
foot ;  his  counteuance  susuiciou^y  wUd, 
and .  expressive  of  the  darkest  iuteo- 
tions;  reco;rnizes  eveiy  oue,  and  an- 
swers collectedly  to  any  qurstion,  but  his 
mind  immediately  wanders.  Has  not 
closed  his  eyes  for  two  nights  a|id  days ; 
urine  plentiful;  bowels  opeBi  innume- 
rable pustules  havf  been  opened  by  his 
parents  and  attendants,  and  are  uaw 
nealcd.  There  is  not  the  smallest  por- 
tion of  exposed  cutis  tu  be  seen  any 
where.  There  is  no  sweliintr  :pf  the 
extrennties,  and  the  face,  which  has 
been  completely  .  i^eeM  .iffiM  cuticle, 
(this  was  •aQeoiqpmb«ii.»^«lii9«lc  dHB. 
culty,  and  occasioned  acaicely  any  sof- 
ft  rinyf,)  is  not  at  all  swelled.  The  eyes 
are  now  open,  and  the  incrustatioas 
Ihrmed  by  the  powdef«l«  tnplMs 
falllB^  off,  exposinjr  a  perfectly  m&eA 
?kin.  A  considerable  «bsrp?«s  ttnder 
each  erent-toe  and  one  heel  has  been 
opened,  discharging  thin  piWM*nMter 
mixed  with  bloo^*- the  SPjiejl  w.as  drBad- 
ful.  T  directed  teti  grain?  pf  soap  and 
opium  pill  to  be  nj^iven  innnediately,  and 
Juur  ffnmi^Mf  ^ igv>  9»Jt!irfiTf.  i^  o.hours 
until  sleep  was  pfotitred*  oontili^iiapldi 
, nourishment,  wliit  b,  ftu-  l!»e  last  twv  or 
three  (Uiys,  had  oousi^ted  of  slratigfacfil- 
^  ^g.  <^t)d    iutVi4i»r.j>^-.  >  -  >  »l  t " 

1^  9  o^olue»,  MfimBnn  iahl*<Mi 
of  the  pills ;  bas( paMed/MI0B»4jr«ni)««l 
uigfat;  the  /remZ'/cit^F  uas  ce4»ed  ;  fn^ve 
A  desMrt:>^^ul  <iai»t«M--«{ii4  con- 
tinned  fait  naitfiilmfnW  «nd  tWdraufhii 
s\  \\h  auiuKNUEf  dfC.>nearly  as  before. 

1  \\  '\\\  now  pa.Hson  to  tLe'i-kb.  Dar- 
ing this  interval,  many  of  the  usual  dif. 
Acuities  were  encountered.  At  hia  oar- 
nest  request,  animal  food  has  been  al- 
lowed him  daily.  The  following  cir- 
cumstances I  relate  entirely  from  me- 
mory ;  any  inaccuracy  can  only  relafte 
to  time  (a  day  or  so).  On  the  lAth^  ihm 
incrustations  formed  by  the  powder  on 
the  face  had  been  totally  removed,  leav- 
ing the  skin  perfectly  smooth,  having  a 
^^md  appeamnce,  And,  faflt  for  the  cx- 
^{kiesihm'  of     ipyr,  hb  eomtmiaace  wm 
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hnltbfiil.  Ffon  tbb  tiaie  to  tbe  pie- 
■ent,  incrustations  bave  been  forming  on 
the  site  of  each  pustule,  and  on  remov- 
ing them  slight  depeasioQs  are  to  be  ob« 
toVed :  tfaete,  I  bare  no  doabt,  will  fpm» 
dually  disappear.  The  enor,  I  believe, 
was  in  removing-  the  incrustations  as 
the  J  loosened,  instead  of  applying  more 
calami ue  and  still  longer  excluding  the 
ataoo|ibcre.  I  had  iur^ottcn  bis  (see, 
from  my  anxiety  for  his  life:  all  this 
wa»  done  hv  hts  attendants,  and  the 
face  rubbed  over  with  oil  without  my 
oboorviu^  it.  Yesterday  etieomtlaiioea 
iadueed  me  to  administer  some  purgative 
medicine:  it  operated  twice.  Immedi- 
ately after  the  second  operation,  which 
was  liquid,  be  bad  a  most  violent  fit; 
a  consultation  with  an  eminent  phjsician 
followed,  and  the  loUowing  medicines 
were  ordered  :— 

R  Muriut  Mnr])!ii«,gr.j.  J  Add.Muriat. 
rr^j-i  Aqua  Distill.  Jj.    M.  f.  sulut 

R  Solut.  Morpb.  mx.;  Decoct  Cinch. 
3^Tir.  isfusd.  3}.  JL  11  hansU  6tis 

.  20tb^We  again  met  in  eonsulta- 

tiou.  There  had  been  no  return  of  the 
fits,  hut  he  was  restless  ;  little  or  no 
sleep;  the  urine,  which  hitherto  ha^ 
been  so  copious,  is  now  ver/  scanty,  and 
depositing  Uurgel j. 

R  Ferri  Caibon.  tas.;  Aq.  Pons,  3z. 
If.  t  hanst  4tis  boils. 

97lb.«>- Appears  ^oiiig  on  well ;  has 
passed  plenty  of  unne. 

August  5th. — Hr  has  g^nc  on  with 
the  carbonate  of  iron,  the  dose  of  vv!ii(  li 
has  been  increased  to  two  scruples.  Has 
Iwd  no  fit ;  has  been  gaining  strength, 
and  even  flesh  ;  his  bowels  nave  acted 
drtily  without  medicine,  and  the  urine 
haa  been  jplentiful.  Uis  appetite  verr 
keen,  which  haa  been  tnaulged:  his 
mind  much  stron^per,  but  be  is  still  oc- 
easionslljr  rambhng  and  ver)  irrilable. 


CAS£  OF  THORACIC  HERNIA. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazettt. 
Sia, 

Tf  you  think  the  followincr  ctrnc  suffi- 
c  r.-nti^  inirrestiug  for  publication,  jou 
2iW.— xii. 


will  oblige  me  by  inserting  it  in  an 
culj  number  of  your  valuabw  journaL 

I  am,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  BfoMAN, 
LatS  Bousc-Sargvoi)  to  UW 
Bristol  InArmari. 

29,  CoIIm*  6r««n,  Bristol, 
Aafttstft.  lOS. 

James  Tair,  cptat.  54,  a  mason  bjr 

trade,  was  admitted  at  tlie  Bristol  In- 
firmary, inulrr  the  care  of  Mr.  Kirliard 
Smith,  July  20th,  with  a  fractured  leg, 
occasioned  by  a  heavy  stone  falling  on 
the  limb ;  the  bones  being  oommiunted 
and  the  soft  parts  severely  bruised. 
Considerable  swelling,  with  vesimtion, 
fi>llowed|  unattended,  however,  h v  much 
constitutional  disturbance.  Tms'had  in 
a  great  measure  subsided,  and  the  pa- 
tient appeared  to  bf  df)ing' very  well  un- 
til the  seventh  day  uiter  tlie  accident, 
when  ddirinm  eame  on,  succeeded  hj 
great  prostration  of  the  vital  poM  ers, 
Mtid  he  (lied  mi  the  followingf  day.  The 
syinutoiiis,  during  the  last  few  Lours  of 
life,  oorea  titriking  resemblance  to  those 
of  the  eondnding  stage  of  enteritis ; 
the  abdomen  being"  tympanitic  and 
tense;  the  frrticnil  surface  of  the  l)ody 
bedewed  with  a  eojuous  cold  pei'Hptra- 
tion ;  the  extrenrities  cold  and  livid : 
the  pulse  very  fre(|ucnt,  small,  and 
feeble;  and  the  resi)iration  frequent  and 
laborious.  The  delirium  which  ushered 
in  dus  dMU^  was  unattended  bj  any 
sign  of  arterial  excitement  about  the 
head,and  was  notof a violentchuracter:  it 
continued  in  a  less  deg^e  nearly  to  the 
last.  There  wis  no  evidence  of  any  in- 
Haniniatory  afibction  either  in  the  dwst 
or  abdomen,  except  the  resemblance  of 
the  latter  symptoms  to  those  of  a  person 
dyingfrom  enteritis,as  before-mentioned ; 
and  the  state  of  the  pulse,  slciu,  totu^. 
Sec.  wit!)  the  aspect  and  manner  ot  the 
patieut,  ali  indicated  from  the  first  great 
prostration.  The  case,  therefore,  had 
mach  the  chartcterof  tnatderangsmenC 
of  Uie  nervous  sjrstem,  with  the  giving 
way  of  the  powers  of  life,  which  is 
sometimes  observed  ader  serious  inju- 
ries; but  here  the  shock  of  the  accident 
had  previously  scarcely  been  felt,  and 
the  patient  appeared  to  be  doing" as  well 
as  any  uihcr  with  an  ordinary  fracture. 
A  soothing  and  moderately  antiphlogis. 
tic  treatment  was  employed  for  ibe  in. 
jiirv  in  the  nr>t  instance;  and  when  this 
unfortunate  change  took  place,  stimu. 
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lants  were  obrioudy  called  for,  and 

frcolj  aihiiini^tered.  On  examination 
after  death,  a  thoracic  liemia  of  rc- 
mnrk.iMc  extent  vvas  discortred,  com- 

JtrLsiug*  the  whole  of  the  ^iluiuach,  uiue 
eet  of  the  small  intestines,  and  foor 
feet  of  the  colon,  with  the  omentum, 
which  had  passed  into  the  left  side  of 
the  chest  through  an  aj>t'riurc  in  the 
diaphia^.  The  left  lung  was  Ijing* 
close  to  the  spine,  compressed  into  a 
bulk  not  larg-cr  than  the  spleen,  atnl  tht^ 
heart  was  ]|>ushed  over  to  the  ri;^ht  of 
the  mediastinum.  The  right  lung  also 
was  unusually  small  and  dense.  The 
perforation  iu  tlie  diaphrai>'Tii  \vas  of  a 
circular  form,  measuriiifif  ti)ree  inches 
and  a  half  in  diameter,  and  vva^  ^situated 
in  Iront  and  to  fbe  left  of  the  oesophageal 
oucuing,  but  quite  distinct  from  it :  its 
cages  were  smooth  nnd  elevated,  and  co- 
vered hy  a  serous  membrane ;  evidently 
abewiug  that  it  was  not  of  recent  origin. 
The  remainder  of  the  muscle  on  this  side 
was  pale  and  attenuated,  but  not  sof- 
tened ;  and  that  at  the  base  of  the  right 
ude  of  the  ebeat  was  perfectly  bealtoy. 
Tba  CMopbagua  euteicd  the  abdomen  at 
the  usual  spot,  nnd  immediately  tnriKd 
back  upon  itself  to  temiiuate  at  the  car- 
diac orifice  of  the  i»toinach,  which  lay 
within  the  cbest  at  the  margin  of  the 
lesion  in  the  diaphragm.  The  stomaeb 
was  much  distended  hy  flatus,  and  lay 
behind  the  other  viscera,  withiu^restcr 
ateh  um>ennQit  towards  the  neck,  and 
the  pyloric  extremity,  like  the  l  ardioe, 
close  to  the  npeninjr  iu  the  diaphrugm. 
The  duodenum  nroce^ed  from  this 
point  towards  Glisson's  capi^ule.  and 
took  its  usual  course.  The  hernial  por- 
tion of  the  small  intestines  w:^  the 
lower  pail  of  the  iltMun,  trrTiiiuatinq"  six 
inches  from  theco-cuui;  and  that  of  the 
large  intestines  waa  the  areb  of  the 
colon,  w  ith  the  loose  portiou  od  either 
side  of  it.  The  howels,  like  the  stu- 
luiich,  w  crc  much  uida^d,  mud  with  it 
completely  filled  the  laft  aide  of  .the 
eh€»t»  which  was  eiridantlj  etdangtA  ky 
their  jiressure. 

Not  the  slightest  strangulation  existed, 
and  the  band  could  be  passed  with  ease 
between  the  displaced  viscera  and  the 
sides  of  the  opening.  Some  old  and 
Jinn  adhe^ions  conuccted  the  om«  iitum 
to  the  pleura  near  the  clavicle ;  on  di- 
vidinff  wliieh,  the  whale  of  the  pro- 
truded i)arts  \\t're  readily  withdrawn 
from  the  cheat.    With  tbe  exception 


of  a  little  tnAammator^  bluh  nii  tl^ 
colon,  no  other  moKhui  appearances 

were  discovert  d,  niid  the  rest  of  the  tho- 
racic and  uhduminal  Mscera  were  as 
usual  in  all  respects.  The  corpse  was 
muscular  and  robust. 

The  curious  and  interesting  feature  of 
this  case  is  th«'  !r»<rtli  of  time  that  the 
hernia  bad  probably  existed.  I  be  exa- 
mination dearly  proved  that  its  daie 
was  long  antecedent  to  the  recent  acci- 
dt  iit;  hesirii  s  \\  )iicli,  the  fractTjre  of  ilie 
leg  was  occaiiioaed  by  a  local  cause 
which  a^cted  no  other  part  On  in- 
quiring into  the  man's  former  lualoiy, 
bis  friends  stated,  that  thirty-eight  years 
acrn  he  had  received  a  violent  blow  on  the 
back  by  the  fall  of  a  tree,  which,  ihay 
say,  pressed  out  the  contents  of  bis  sto. 
roach  through  the  mouth  :  since  then  he 
had  nevor  enjoyed  cf(M»d  health,  and  often 
compiauied  of  asUimatie  dyspnoea,  juid 
was  subject  to  d  vspcpsia  and  constipated 
bowels.  It  did  not  appear,  lio waver, 
that  he  suffered  much  inconvenience,  as 
he  was  always  able  to  follow  hii  employ «. 
ment. 


CASE  UF  FJiAC  I  LKE  OF  THE 
JAW. 


Tq  the  Eiiitar     ike  MedUul  GuztUt, 
Sift, 

In  the  number  of  your  jpuymal  for  tbe 
27 lb  of  Jiilv  last,  there  is  a  paper  by 
Mr.  Lopsdale  on  Fractures  of  the  J^w, 
with  a  drawing  of  an  instrument  iu  vent- 
ed by  him  to  be  u- d  in  suc  h  eas,  s. 
This  iustrumeut  is  ingeniously  conlriv- 
ed,  and  may  ansner  the  purpose  iu 
many  cases;  but  ai>  I  su.>ptct  it  will 
not  anawer  in  all  cases,  on  account  of 
the  irritation  attending  such  injuries, 
>\hich  arc  often  cffccteu  with  mnrh  \ 
lunce,  and  complicated  w  ith  other  so  ere 
tiyniies,  I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  iu- 
sert  in  your  valuable  journal  ue  follow* 
ing  case  of  compound  fracture  at  tbe 
S)  mphysis  of  the  lower  jaw^  which  will 
funush  a  bint  for  an  additioniU  means 
of  cure  in  some  of  these  cases:— 

On  the  ISih  of  Decrmher,  1817,  Robt. 
Entwisile,  afj^ed  20  years,  a  private  in 
Uie  \»i  DiA^^omi  Guard^t,  a  troop  of 
w  hich  was  stationed  in  this  town,  had 
his  lower  jaw  fractured  b^'  a  kick  from 
his  hone.  Ue  waa  cleaning  the  hone"* 
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hind  foot,  when  «n  a  sudden  somrthinof 
in  the  stable  yard  startling  the  animal, 
he  ff9!9e  a  vfolent  kiek,  vhick  fell  on 
die  man's  lower  jaw  with  such  force  as 
to  throw  him  backwards  to  the  ground; 
by  the  fall  he  also  received  a  wound 
in  the  occiput.  When  I  saw  him,  which 
was  rerj  shortly  after,  he  presented  a 
horrible  fijriirc:  bhiotl  and  saliva  were 
flowitirf  copiously  (Voin  l»is  mouth;  there 
was  a  wound  at  the  apex  of  the  chin, 
thmugbwbich  I  passed  mv  urobe  to  a 
ftacture  in  the  bone;  and  ne  was  in 
gnvat  pain.  On  lookiti«5  into  his  mouth, 
Uiere  was  a  fissure  which  divided  the 
kone  and  the  f^mn  of  the  lower  jaw  ex- 
actly in  two,  at  the  sympkyria;  the  row 
of  teeth  on  the  li-ft  side  was  nearl  v  1i:ilf 
au  inch  raised  above  the  teeth  «>ii  tlic 
riffht  side.  I  found  I  cuulJ  move  ihe 
aidca  of  the  jaw,  so  as  nearly  to  restore 
thrin  to  their  levol ;  but  oil  removing 
my  hand-:,  ihev  iTistanLly  separated  to 
their  forincr  distance.  Two  or  three 
teeth  were  kfokeMf  knt  none  pushed  oat 
I  dressed  the  wound  on  the  chin  with 
a  little  sT!iij>l>'  ointmrnt;  the  wound  on 
the  occiput,  which  was  but  a  slis^ht  one 
in  the  scalp,  I  also  dressed  in  rae  same 
manner,  and  applied  a  simple  roller 
over  the  head  and  under  the  jaw.  T 
saw  him  a  lew  hours  afterwards  on  the 
evening  of  the  same  day,  and  found 
htm  suffering-  exemciating  pain  in  the 
head :  his  pulse  was  full  and  strontf.  I 
took  about  a  pf)und  of  blood  from  his 
ann,  and  gave  him  a  dose  of  caloniel 
and  Jalap.  On  the  Movfiog  moniing 
his  head  was  much  e^ier,  his  medicfaie 
bad  ojK-rated  well,  and  his  mt\%e  Wfts 
much  reduced.  He  bad  still  a  ffood 
deal  of  painabottt  the  firactnre;  I  dren. 
ed  his  wounds,  iml  bound  up  his  head 
with  the  fonr  ln  ulrii  ndler  ciescribed  in 
Benjamin  lifli's  ?>ystcm  of  Surgery. 
This  answered  very  well,  and  kept  the 
hones  fixed  properly;  bat  finding  in  a 
dfl^■  fr  two  that  the  part  of  the  roller 
which  passed  over  the  top  of  the  head 
was  apt  to  lilip,  iii.slead  of  passing  the 
ends  orer  each  other,  and  pinning  them 
by  the  sides  of  the  ears,  I  crossed  them 
at  !hf»  top  of  tlie  head,  and  pinned  them 
at  tiic  irout  and  back  of  the  head  to  the 
other  slips  that  came  fiom  the  chin. 
This  kept  all  well  together,  and  the  na. 
Ucnt  thnt  no  other  bandajrc  that 

waji  tried  on  his  head  answered  so  well 
US  Ibis.  He  was  fed  entirely  on  spoon 
neat 


Tu  a  few  days  after  the  aeeident  he 
stiii  complaineu  of  niucii  pain  in  his 
mouth.  On  examining  his  teeth,  one 
of  them  at  the  edge  of  the  fracture  was 
loose,  and  he  had  a  ^md  deri!  fjfjiriin  at 
that  part.  I  took  this  out,  anil  there 
followed  a  quantity  of  coagulated  blood, 
which  appeared  to  have  lodged  there 
sonif^  (\ny<.  Aftrr  this  he  was  niueh 
easier;  the  wound  at  tlie  chin  went  ou 
healing  more  rapidly,  and  wa8  perfectly 
healed  at  tiie  end  of  three  weeks  fVom 
the  accident. 

I  applied  some  pasteboard  splints  un- 
der the  roikr  at  the  chin,  and  kept  them 
on  for  some  days;  but  whether  they 
were  of  any  use  I  can  hardly  say.  Hie 
seemed  to  derive  the  greatest  advntitnire 
from  the  extraction  of  the  touth  bciure 
mentioned ;  for,  by  the  absorption  of  the 
alveolar  process,  union  took  place  in 
such  a  manner  that  no  vacane  v  Avas  left 
between  the  teeth  ;  and  the  rows  of  teeth 
ou  each  side  were  reduced  very  nearly 
to  the  same  level. 

In  six  weeks  from  the  accident,  firm 
union  li;id  t;tlt«'n  plaf-e;  the  n»an  <'Ould 
masticate  pretty  well,  and  uu  looking 
into  bis  month,  it  could  not  be  neroeiv^ 
on  first  siirht  that  any  tliini^'  nad  been 
the  matter.  He  was  not  at  an  <lisfi<^ured 
externally:  there  was  a  very  small  scar 
left  a*  toe  chin.  He  went  at  this  time 
to  bis  duty. 

In  Decetnber  last  (1H32),  exactly  15 
years  after  the  above  case  occurred, 
Entwistle  called  upon  me,  on  his  march 
through  this  town  to  Sheffield.  On 
Imikiii}*'  into  his  mouth,,  there  was  no- 
thing to  indicate  that  he  had  ever  lost  a 
tooth ;  and  the  line  of  teeth  in  the  lower 
jaw  was  so  little  out  of  in  projier  level 
that  I  should  not  have  noticed  it,  bad  I 
not  looked  particularly  for  it. 

From  the  case  above  related,  it  ap- 
peals that  if,  in  a  similar  accident,  there 
should  be  any  indieations  for  taking*  out 
a  tooth  at  the  erl^f  of  the  f^fture,  it 
mny  be  performed  without  dread  of  that 
demrmtty,  so  unpleasant  U)  young  per- 
sons in  particular,  resulting  from  the 
lo^*?  of  a  front  tooth.  It  is  eonsolinjg  to 
retlt'ct,  that  after  so  CTrnt  an  injury, 
such  a  renloratioQ  may  take  place  that 
the  beautr  and  utility  of  the  parts  abottt 
Ihe  meutb  and  chin  will  he  searedy.  If 
nt      impaired.-~I  remain,  sir, 

Your  obedient  sen  ant, 
BtNJSwin  HimsoN,  M.  K.  C.  S. 

Hvddtntkld,  Aug.  12,  18SI. 
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fRBBmaE  OF  UREA  W  TH^ 
.  BLOOD. 

Ill  .  <  • 

To  lA«  Sdiior.     ik§  Medieul  Gazettg. 
Sib, 

In  a  contribution  to  one  of  your  late 

iiumbors,  smne  doubt  seems  to  he  cast 
on  the  existence  ctf  urea  in  the  blood  of 
pati^iiM  hU>ouriu^  under  anasarca  with 
eoaguuble  urine.  Now  as  I  have  had 
opportunities  of  proving  its  presence  in 
that  fluid,  it  would  be  interesting-  to 
know  the  number  of  cases  upon  which 
this  doubt  has  been  founded;  for  since 
it  has  never  been  asserted  Aat  urea  is 
present  in  everv  such  case,  it  is  by  a 
number  of  experiments  alone  that  a  ne- 
gative can  be  supported.  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  urinous  odoor  (to  uhich 
such  importance  ba-^  been  attached  as  a 
source  of  fallacy)  has  ever  been  re- 
{^arded  as  a  satisfactory  evidence  of  the 
presence  of  urea  by  any  but  Toor  an- 
thors, — who  expressly  state,  that  until 
lately  they  considered  it  as  determinate ; 
iV)twithstanding  that  the  crystallization 
(Ml  the  addltidil  «^  nitric  aftldluy  been 
Ksefa  id  these  resean^h^  iis  fhe  ^rin|6ipid 
and  most  indispensable  (est.  'It  nrea 
were  distinj^'uishable  bv  its  odour  alone, 
theii  the  peculiar  animal  matter  of  the 
ttlood  would  be  a  serious  ob^^cf  to  bjir 
inquiries ;  but  since  this  latter  principle 
diners  most  completely  from  urea  in  Jts 
re-actions,  I  cannot  help  thinking*  that 
it  must  icquire  soine  ingenuity'tSVoit- 
found  one  with  Uie  other.  By  the  in- 
sertion of  these  brief  remarks,  yoif  ^#111 
much  oblige  '  '     *      <      •  » 

'  Toorobedlentiibistnl    '  '  ' 

'  O.ftllEES. 
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ON  MEl^IGAL  KOMfiNCi4Atnm£. 

•#     II     *  ■«  »     •  •     I.I  «••  J  »U  VlifO  ^.1} 

•  ,'J»<I  ••       .        tl?»^  lloilll  •»  III  ih 

'4n»'Me>fi^s^  of  m^Mitdhit\mki!^. 

'i8ia,         - .    '         '  I  . 

It  has  often  btfM'*  flMNBT  of' siivpride 
to  me,  that  th«  mrirnl  tAkh  are  intend- 

ed  to  desijftiate  diseases  do  not  explain 
the  maladies  themwlves.  We  frequently 
observe  thift  mo^t  hnpoitant  complaints 
are  i4ike4  afU-r  syMMMM.'  Thuii  tre 
hnvc  i-pilepsy,  fthttiisfs,  Vo.  After  alJ, 
tpilepvy  §si'  kneiSHy  '4  ^5  uiptom  of  k  dih. 


eaiie,  which  m^|  ftfisf  ffflm  variolas  fjfl 
ftetioBs  of  Ih^  bnun.  The  term  pliOiiiMui 

Is  incomplete,  for  it  does  not  immediateljf 
lead  the  student  to  the  tubercular  state 
of  the  lungs.  Podagra  is  another  of  tb<^ 
inoonsisteut  names  with  which  our  firo* 
lessional  nomenclature  abounds,  tji 
the  first  place,  the  foot  is  not  the  only 
part  which  is  liable  to  the  attack  of 
gout;  and  in  tlie  next  place,  if  it  were, 
me  name  podagra  does  not  eacplain  anj 
morbid  condition  of  the  synofial  menu 
brancs  or  their  surroundiiitf"  structu*«s. 
Again,  rheumatism  is  employed  to  tJ^;- 
press  a  peculiar  affwtion  of  the  fibrous 
textures,  and  arthritis  rheumatica  one  of 
the  synovial  tissues  of  the  larfjer  joiiit?!. 
Such  terms  as  thi^*  are  apt  to  mislead 
the  student,  or  at  least  do  not  sufficiently 
impress  the  mind  with  the  imjM>rtanoo 
of  c<»nsi(lcrin<^and  coniiectiug  the  symp- 
toms and  patholoury  "f  disease  tof^elher. 
Wc  fre(j[ueutly  hear  persons  explain  their 
complaints  much  better  thui  the  best 
nosoiogiod  systems.  A  painter,  with 
palsieu  arms,  has  stated  that  **  he  has 

Sot  the  poisou  of  lead  in  him  :^  this  is 
le  disease  of  which  eolica  (pictonum) 
is  merely  a  i;ymptom.  Hsematemeais  is 
another  s3'mptomatieal  name,  which  mttj 
enjoy  a  very  extensive  application,  ft 
occurs  iu  several  different  atfccti«ms. 
^s^mop^pil^  mav  exi.<a  durii^ 

pneumoi^i^,  aneurism,  dQated  heart,  %c. 
Asthtna  mav  Ik-  syniptoniatij^^f^u^Qli^Die 
or  cardja^  der4ugeme|i^t| 

dicak  W  p^tk,         .f#pear>  ,11^. 

cate  tt>o  much  :  lor  instance,  the  tec- 

active  ^n^ammaiory  diseases:  thus 
we  tiate  pteuritis,  pncumouitis,  lanriio 
gitis,  See.  Now  we  feel  convinced  that 
such  fernis  are  liable  to  be .  associated 
with  active  treatment^ and  i^.is  proper 
that  the^  should' be' sd  in  some  casoi, 
but  not  m  all.  It  is  evident  that  the/ 
are  not  all  equally  relieved  hy  active 
treatmenti,  and  we  know  tliat  iu  c-crtain 
stages  of  all  these  diseases  it  is  inad- 
nissible.  We  caunot  expect  that  all 
diseases  of  the  living-  body  will  admit 
of  a  pathological  name,  for  the  exact 
patlioiogical  condition  of  some  obscure 
coses  cannot  be  ascertaiuc<I  until  after 
death,  and  even  then  the  disease  may 
be  so  complicated  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  gjive  it  a  particular  name; 
jVit  Uic;x;  nimierous  diseases  whieii 
would  adiuii  of  a  much  mure  scientific 
aud  ratisftalr  a|i|killaliDn  Ibau  they  at 
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IVftent  po8Mn..aiid,  n  in  o<|ier  deput-  that  peieonioii  wis  ictoiicd  to  long  be. 

menu  of  mediCfl  scieiicr,  a  slow  im-  fon^  the  stethoftoope  was  invented :  tkis 

pro%'Cineiit  lias  been  effected,  so  in  this  is  true,  but  from  -what  we  can  ascertain, 

a  hIow  and  certain  improvement  may  it  was  nut  ejkercii>ed  in  the  same  useiul 

be  accomplifllied.   We  jMed  'otily  takd  and  practical  manner  as  it  is  at  present 

pattern  from  the  name^  whicli  resoec-  ^    Your  obedient  scn  ant, 

tiv^lj  belonfc  to  sulistmces  in  a  moiicni  ^*  J-  B.  ALDISp  M.B.  Cailtab. 

Pbannacopteia,  ill  comparison  uithtiiose  Qid  Burlington  Street, 

of  furmcr  Pharmacopoeias:  the  modem  Aug.  itnh^  1888, 

names  indicate  the  composition  of  the   

substances,  wliile  nian^'  of  the  former 
were  vag-ue  and  unscientific.  If  we 
cmpluv  terms  more  expressive  of  the 

disease  itself,  a  more  particular  diajpioas  wmb  or  MBTB*-narAJieY  »¥  CMiMwr, 

will  1m  kuAfuted.    ^anf  uncertain  SW. 

names  are  applied  to  diseases,  and  the   

piricism  and  imajj^inary  .systems  prevaO.  * 

It  is  full  Umo  that  nK-dicine  be  en-  ,^  number,  Dr.  Locock  bas 

tirely  constructed  on  the  foundation  of  nj^utioned  an  in.stance  in  which,  duriufir 

organism.  The  organic  term,  »f  wema^r  rturition,  the  head  atul  one  arm  of  a 

jocxiiies80urRclve8.ofga8tro-cntcnt»,is  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  li,,,^.  y^f^^ 

much  more  satisfactory,  and  has  led  to  ,^of  tbc  bodj,  and  Hie  chUd  cried  and 

more  s^itisfactorv  results,  than  llic  va^e  breathed  frcelj  while  in  this  situation, 

one  of  fever;  the  former,  accordui^^  to  nicdical  man,  I  suppose,  would  hesi- 

many,  constUates  tbe  aisease,  of  wbiefe  otnnion  that  h..  did 
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many,  consamies  ue  Queue,  «  woi»  ^^j^       -    ^j,^.  ^^^^  opinion  that  he  did 

the  Tatter  IS  a  sjmiptoni.  The  drfHcully  j^i^  J^se ;  viz.  that  the  independent 

of  applying  exact  names  m  all  eases,  existence  of  the  child  CWnmenc^  at  the 

may  appear  by  askmg  ourselves  the  ^j,^.  respiration  was  so  conn)lete  as 

folfowiug  questions  ---whrt  <?an  tcTI  the  ^j^,,^      '  j           breathing  freely. 

exact  alteimtions  u  lMch  the  Ihnds  under-  ^he  English  law  would,  no  doutt.  adopt 

go  ?  who  can  tell  the  material  cause  of  ^  ^|  ^j^,^  „f 

Ky.stena?    ! he  field  before  iis  is  mi-  ^^^^^^^^  y^^-^^^^^^.  ^^j^j^.j,  ^.^^  ^^jj^^^^^.j 

'l!^'^.^%.t''ril'lf:^.^^^^  cause,  l  ish  V.  Palmer,  in  1790, 


$S?t'           JS^^^-^^jiA  si^^*  twn  arvund  the  lips  a  proof  of  separate 

wUcbmay>siildioiVathitf  a«lctlon,0r  ^jj^ij-     Even  the  Scotch  law  would 

symptomatic  <.f  diseased  W,  or  an  probaWvaUow  the  child  in  Dr.  Locock's 

aching  tooth.   Anasarca  4<^fniales  an  f^^^ 

emwion  of  flfuid  into  the  cellular  mem-  „„j          l,rcatf,ed,  hut  rr,W,  which  is 

hrane.    Typhus,  chor.  ,   and  tetanos,  ^^     „„f  „f            leooired  in  the 

are  mere  y  symptoms  of  diseases.   Since  j^^.^j^^^  courts.    See  thecase  of  Dohie  t, 

the  employjucnt  of  percussion  and  the  Riehanlson,  in  17r,5. 

•teUioscope,  moderii  j^racUUoners  ha^  e  f^^thi^t^,  however,  some  of  yoor  read- 

been  enabled  to  designate  pulmonary  g„       u^,^     ^^^^le  that  medical  evi- 

affections  much  more  readily  and  ac-  dence  upon  this  point  wiU  for  the  fntnw 

curately.    Surely  some  advancement  m  j,^]^  ipuaitaot  thao  ft  has  hU 

pathological  knowledge  has  been  made  therto  been,  a-s  th7  law  with  re-anl  to 

Since  the  flowing  sentence  was  writ-  tenancy  by  couru-sy  has  been  completely 

ten:— -  Neither  do  our  diagnostics  chaag^,  m  consequence  of  tbe  dist  re- 

sene  to  ascertain  exactly  the  sc;,t  of  ^         CommisHioners  on  real 

the  disease  (pneumotiia)  nor  does  fh,  property,  so  that  it  will  no  Itmger  be 

difference  of  the  scat  exhibit  any  con-  {...cls.^ary  to  prove  tiiata  child  h  .s  llve<i 

siderable  sanation  in  the  state  of  the  „  Jomi  \^r  /a^,  iii.  orlii^t  iliui  Uie 

symptoms^nor  lead  to  any  difference  m  fcther  fhouUemoy  UiSi4««|l^  by  conf. 

the  method  of  cure*     ft  may  be  said  j^,^..   The actoCwiAtinJ?!^ 

.  *  vins Uasti^iilli       I    ( •  hy  iho  Suliciiftr-Gc^eiiJ. m^tuu,  ^fcMiM* 
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Ifj  vthU^  tbe  liinbaiid  mjo ys  llie  adran* 
tigflM  of  teiiini«7  by  €(iTirtc>sy,  althongli 
there  baft  bern  yro  if^xiu  l)y  the  marriage, 
and  also  providiu^,  where  a  landed 
heiress  has  married  a  second  time,  leav- 
ing i^sue  by  the  fii>t  busband,  tbat  tbe 
gecoTid  husoand  shall  have  a  life  interest 
in  ha^  the  property  only,  tbe  other  half 
beloitfin^  to  the  issue  of  tbe  first  mar- 
xiage  4lunngf  tbe  Hfe  of  the  second  baa- 
Vand,  and  the  avIioIc  reverting"  to  this 
issue  at  tbe  (It  nth  of  tbe  second  inisharid. 

I  am  not  aware,  bowerer,  tbat  the 
ridiculous  anomalj  bas  been  done  awaj, 
bjr  which  the  descent  of  landed  pro- 
perty commences  only  at  the  tnnr  of 
birth,  while  a  bequest  is  valid  from  the 
earliest  period  of  couceptiou.  Dr.  Lo- 
eock*a  case  is  thevefoie  still  interesting^ 
in  some  questions  of  real  property, 
thoiin^h  not  in  the  point  of  tenancy 
by  ctmrtesy,  to  which  be  bas  alluded. 
It  adds  anotherproof  also  of  the  eonreet- 
ness  of  Dr.  Hunter's  opinion*  which  has 
been  called  in  question  by  some  persons, 
that  in  a  supposed  case  of  infanticide, 
the  child  may  have  inflated  its  Iuu^\s, 
partially  or  completely,  before  it  bas 
mta  woolly  brought  into  the  world. 

I  am,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

A«B«tt  10,  Ittt. 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

Sttarda),  Atfut  17, 1833. 

"  T.Icet  omnibut,  licet  etiam  mlht,  (tl^ltaten 
Artit  Mediem  tueri ;  potMtM  modo  yenlcodi  in 
ptibllcnai  lit,  dieendl  ptflealam  ooa  neaie.'' 

Cicaae. 

ATTACKS  OF  THE  PRESS  ON  THK 
MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 

It  almost  excites  our  indignation  to  ob- 
serve the  manner  in  wliieh  some  low- 
bred writers  of  the  dailv  press  vent 
their  petty  spleen  against  the  members 
of  our  profession.  **  We  do  not  wi.sh  to 
speak  harshly  of  the  present  race  of 
medical  men,"  says  a  sa<^acious  contem- 
porary ;  and  straightw  ay  follows  a  tirade 
in  which  the  doctors  are  soundly  rated 
Ibr  not  putting  a  speedy  stop  to  the 
ravages  of  the  cholera*   Tbe  prtteni 


fAceH**  what  a  IklUng^oiTIa  thii«  r)— 
la  specified,  no'donbc,  aa  an  antelheds  to 
that  which  is  gone  by ;  while  Ae  wSt* 
lioritjr  of  the  advancea  made  in  pbysie 
k  mora  tinn  hiaiwiated  to  he  aadij 
eontraated  with  the  progress  of  oOer 
•oeneea.  Noiranthiaisrerjrpilfifiil;  ori* 
ginatinginpnreignonDiee,and  is  avnU 
gar  d^ire  on  the  part  of  tbe  writer  to 
nddn  himself  to  the  prejodicca  and  the 
fears  of  tbe  small  tradesmen  and  iqpw 
prentices,  to  whom  his  lucubration  is 
addressed.  He  does  not  wish  to  speak 
"  harshly"  of  the  present  race  of  medical 
men  !  Ill  would  it  become  any  writer 
in  whoivC  bosom  one  pj^encrous  feelinjf — 
one  vestig"e  of  candour — one  spark  f)f 
gratitude,  is  to  be  found,  to  prwtiiute 
his  pen  in  censuring  the  conduct  of  out 
profession  on  the  subject  of  eholera. 
It  would  be  difficult,  we  deliberatelj 
afrn  ni,  to  adduce  in  tbe  long'  ncords  of 
our  history  a  more  striking  instance  of 
disinterested  conduct  (han  that  which 
haa  heen  eduhited  by  the  membets 
of  iho  nedicd  piofeasion,  in  lefeirenoe 
to  the  visitatioii  of  this  most  Ibmidn* 
hie  disease.  0isregaidiii|f  the  danger 
of  inihctioDi  an  aitpfchcnaion  which^ 
KheAer  'wdl-finmded  or  wN,  tctj 
many  nnqnestionslvty  eiitertAined^nn* 
inflnenced  by  the  class  of  penons  moot 
frequently  attacked  (a  dass  frotai  whoa 
generally  no  remuneration,  and  nerer 
any  tbat  was  adequate,  could  be  ex- 
pected) — eager  only  to  relieve,  and  to 
acquire  the  knowledg^c  whieh  niinrbt 
enable  them  to  relieve  still  further-— 
medical  men  w^re  every  w^bere  seen 
prcssinq-  to  the  squalid  and  miserable 
abodes  in  w  hich  th«'  disoase  was  ehiefly 
to  be  found ;  and  yet  we  are  told,  with 
all  the  gravity  and  confidence  that  be- 
long to  an  undoubted  truth,  tliat  the 
better-informed  among  us  shun  the 
haunts  of  choloa,  either  hecaose  it  eom* 
promisea  oar  personal  safety  or  wndera 
US  less  welcome  visiCoit  among  our 
wealthier  patients.  This  is  qnite  in 


^  kjui^uo  i.y  Google 
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Jteeping  with  the  iwodoot  tf  the  pww 
towetde  im  evcx  eiiiee  the  dueuw  fint 
•ppeumi  in  £ngl«ii4 :  it  h«t  been  one 
coatlBiied  ejitem  of  iiiUrc]»i«eeiit«d<Mi 
and  injustice,  if  not  of  cwmng^  and 
lekfhoeii,  in  which  tbi^btTe  derived 
hut  too  mucb  assistance  I'rom  the  indii* 
eielioiu  hf  some  blockheade  enoog  oitr* 
Mflves.  But  ve  do  uot  puipoee  ei- 
ther to  rail  at  such  persons  or  to  arp'uc 
with  them :  the  fonner  would  be  but  an 
unwortbv  oeoiipation,  wbilr  the  latter 
would  iinji] y  that  they  were  capable  of 
appreciating-  our  reason iiii*".  They  who 
declarc<i  (as  was  done  last  year)  that  cho- 
lera did  not  vxisl  ill  LiiikIdm  ai  all,  but 
was  a  lh'm*r  "  oj-ot  up  by  the  nieUical  and 
liurgical  gentry," — we  say  such  writers 
will  assert  any  thing,  howe?er  mon> 
Straus ;  aud  thejr  who  have  the  faculty 
of  stetmg  as  Cuts  whalerer  suits  them 
at  the  BKMaeutt  have  always  a  great 
advantage  in  discussion:  thejr  never 
lack  a  on  which  to  hang  an  in- 
ference, however  false. 

Bot  there  is  another  and  painfiil 
ooB&idcration  forced  upon  our  minds 
by  those  iiUhenil  attacks ;  for  thoai^ 
to  lay  it  to  our  charge  be,  indeed^  most 
illiberal,  yet  is  the  obtiervation  on 
which  it  is  based  but  too  true,  namely, 
that  cholera  remains  nearly  as  little 
amenable  to  treatment  as  when  it  first 
spread  its  alarm  amuu;^  us.  All  the 
variuiioi  plans  which  human  in<rrnuUy 
could  device  havo  been  call  d  inio 
opciatinn;  every  uuiieauon  wbidj  ra- 
tional medicine  seemed  to  point  out 
hoA  been  acted  upon  lully,  boldly,  and 
WG  might  almost  say  extravagantly  ; 
every  powerful  agent  (many  of  them 
witlMMl  any  thing  but  mere  experiment 
to  watrant  them)  has  been  tried  ^yet 
who  that  views,  with  an  impartial  eye, 
the  immense  mass  of  contrsdictory  state- 
ments which  have  been  puhliihedt  can 
venture  to  say  that  the  result  amounts 
to  more  than  proving  what  will  not  cure 
ciiolrra  ?  That  many  have  In  cii  killed 
by  the  remedies,  none  can  doubi«>lhat 


aa  manj  would  have  veeorered  had  thuy 
been  left  to  the  unassisted  efibits  of  the 
system,  may  reasonably  be  Cftojeotaied ; 
still  we  may,  without  being  over  san- 
guine, expect  that  tlie  mortality  will 
gradually  diminish  in  proportion  as 
useless  or  injurious  agents  are  disused, 
and  the  patient  lefl  to  the  influence  of 
the  vU  medieatnx  natttra,  aided  by 
those  remedies  which  experience  proves 
to  be  acyuvants,  in  however  limited  a 
degree. 

One  of  the  great  obstacles  ti)  the  pro- 
gf!  ss  (if  medical  science  is  quite  uu- 
kTll>v^u  to,  ur  at  least  is  entirely  over- 
looked by,  tbose  who  indict  tlieir  mal- 
apert philippics  af^ainst  it;  and  iliat  is, 
its  evcr-varyinnf  nature.    It  is  absurd  to 
compare  it  dii>pata<^iti;;ly  with  the  exact 
seienees:  in  tbem,  every  sfep  gained 
becomes  a  resting-place— a  strong  hold 
whence  fresh  advances  may  be  made  i 
the  field  to  be  conquered,  the  sulyecfes 
to  be  mastered,  the  data  to  be  worked 
upon,  being  ever  the  same.  The  mu- 
tual attraction  of  the  heavenly  biidies— > 
the  relative  affinities  between  the  mi- 
nute particles  of  matter— the  theory  of 
numbers«»the  powers  of  physical  agents 
— all  these  were  the  same  whtU  the  hu- 
man  intellect  &alL  began  to  grapple  with 
them  as  they  are  now.    But  it  is  not  so 
with  the  phenomena  of  orn^anization ; 
fjir  not  only  d(»eH  disease  vary  in  dif- 
fer«  nt  races  of  men  and  in  different  cli- 
mates, but  eh?Tii»-<s  are  (onstantiv  su- 
perveuin^  iii  tlic  same  mdu  iduals  and 
in  tlie  same  localities.    Tlie  very  im- 
provements iu  the  other  arts  and  sci- 
ences which  change  the  physical  con- 
dition of  man,  also  modify  his  dis- 
eases.   Hence  medicine  is,  and  ever 
will  be,  a  coi\jectural  art;  changing 
from  year  to  year  and  day  to  day — ^re- 
quuriog  all  the  application  and  all  the 
ingenuity  of  its  culttvaton  to  keep 
pace  widi  the  alteratlous  iu  the  world 
around  tbem.    AMun,  therefore,  we 
meet  in  society  u  ith  witlings  who  come 
over  us  with    wi^e  miws  and  modem 
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oAMir»«li«*tlie  abort,  «»itti9eMt«»m^.  «iAilwriigll»  iliilrliaHi' ■iliiMlo  — 

ploy;  not  denying  the  fact,  but  ex-  p^bwwft  ai aBte^nkh'^ Aw»  «fc«ihlii»i 

plaiuln^  the  cauaBy  aad  shewing  this  [\(\{n  i^Jiilhiilflniiilwin  mail  aii  usj-ip. 

to  lie  in  eiroupaliiioes  above  tbe  ieadi'  thenewspapenvihoj^laalmidtkavtenit 

of.  buinmnty — namely,  in  tbe  ever-  TtMipubliCi  iltja  imat  ate  uttwiMtng^lo 

▼aryrng*  conditions  under  whicb  tbe  pay  wben  tbejr  ean  avoid  it ;  bat  tb^< 

object  of  our  study  is  placed— the  modi-  will  niucb  rather  do  ao  Aan  be  in 


lications  of  tlic  himinii  coiishtation  in-  fear,  and  are  naturally  extremely anxioaa 

duced  by  ilie  ch;ui^*('s  in  society — epi-  to  keep  tbe  fiialndy  from  th«r  donrs. 

demic  states  of  atmosphere — tbe  spring--  Noiv,  althouffh  we  would  hare  our  bre- 

ing^  up  of    fresh    diseases — and   pro-  thren  exhibit  all  the  zeal,  the  luenero. 

bably  other  still  lr.s5  appreciable  circum-  lence,  and   the  devotcdness   to  their 

stances;  $uch,  tor  uistcuice,  as  the  new  professicui,    \^ljirh  they  did  last  yi  ar, 

but    hitherto  unscnitinized    principle  vot  would  we  have  them  stipuiate  for 

lately  discovered  in  iht-  air  by  Dr.  Prout.  adi  quute  remuneration  ;  and  if  they  are 

But  still  tbe  cry  of  the  ignorant  is  for  ti  ue  to  thenuielves  they  will  obtain  it— • 

"  specifics.**    Wliere  (we  are  aakad,  In  tbe  gibes  of  the  Morning  Uerald.  nol^ 

the  paper  aUttded' t0)-^wiiet«  waM  withsUndii^. 

be  the  ham  in  the  Government  gtv*  -■  •  ■  t 

incr  "  a  iew  thonsanda'*  ffltr  .the  dii* , 
*    •  WW  ^^^^^  PROGRESS  OF  CHOLERA. 

asMUnefl' iHiM' Ve  Most  pei^^tolfl^  V  SpoaAntc  cases  of  ebolera  Wnfan  W 
deitf^fliat  m<di<al  ;inen  haVer^viii^d  make  their  appearance  about  the  h|M^it* 
a  h«ekwanlDef8»>^  'fw|y«p  ,»BJi.!««cfch^ 

stbBidiii  to  mtmihm^i,  wiArmifAn^  jifc-?tha<<th»r'di«|wg  iMiii»l  an  epidemie 
supposes  that  Ib^'  diseWie '  to  b*»  • '  chiraci^;  ^  From  this  time,.  ho#^vary 
cured  hy  a  eoup  de  main— some  eli4^<^  it^lM^caip^^.^y^iit  fhat  pu^ 'ii^|^trq^oU» 
a  dose  or  tWQ  of  which  is  to  set  aR  to  was»4e^ii|Hid  to  andergo  another  visha- 
rights.  Xbe  only  effect  of  such  aa  tion  of  tliis  formidable  malady ;  and  we- 
offer  would  be  to  bring  fortrard  a^hoal  cordingly  BermoTulsf  y,  tbe  Boroui^^h, 
of  impudent  quacks ;  for  no  really  in-  ^Vc.stminster,  Whito  hapel,  Bcthiial- 
tellig-cnt  and  rcspeotable  per^oti  would  Greenland  Maryleboiic,  have,  all  »uf-, 
join  in  the  romiR'tilion.  Then,  again,  fered  mvre  or  Ima,  and  some  of  thwn 
A\l  io  sliould  l)e  the  jndg^K?  A  parfia-  rather  severely,  from  it.  The  cases  have 
jiieniarv  eonmiittce,  u  e  ])re«?ume;  by  not  been  so  numerous  as  last  year ;  and 
mIioiu  the  reward  uuuIU  be  ^-iveu  to  wc  are  baj»})y  say  to  that  indioatiotia 
seme  of  the  tribe  of  St,  Johu  L«»g«  or  are  already  perceptible  of  adiiuinutiou 
Morrison,  or  Eudy— pro Imbly -with  aa  iu  the  extent  ef  the  epidettiie.  In  some 
much  discretion  as  in  the  caib '^^trii:'**distTictt  of  the  metropolis^  fever  bc- 
Steevens,  who  obuincdamHifDfeiut^jrv^^  ^  *Imw  itself*  the  appeajnaoe 

dissolving  «time> in  the  Waddersieif  mf-. ofrwhkb  boa  wpealedly  beett  obattvod 
taiK  todivtdbalar  the  «nd  itoidss  bobtg^  to  peeede  or  aceompany  the  re^tion 
foaitd  In  the  said  UtidMrs  after  the  ofebolenu  With  respect  to  the  type  of 
deceaseof  the  parties.  Ko  y  wJ^ate? «rhc^ .  tb^  disease,  however,  it  baa  beaa  cone, 
the^jcouivmf  eb^9lr»».l«^  us  m;)ml«o  a.  jralV  observed  that  ilii  ^uiteas  iatense 
pmiamifti) JnNn|«ia||i4'la  tbrsliaf«  tif  a^  '^w  on  ita  first  irmptton.  IVobabljr  last 
rrWard'tH  {Wk^  AUcr^bri^t  r>f  n  n^hc^c  W  j  acsiw^n,  libAtre  the  characf eristic  sjrmp- 
that  fn\f«i;^^;1li|)JHf9^'f^^^  anA,|^y»iV^iny  of  the  disease 
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may  Wb  mott  probably  trace  the  decided 


WViM'WaAnmrlm^f^M^tmkMa^   preference  wbich  Paletta  always  dis. 


qvcBUy  Urn  M  MttflWy  it  raWMted  J^^  consecrated  a  great  part  of  bis  longf 

apipunilljr  g«Mter  tgrtlMiiliiBiiillMi  -of  life,  and  in  the  iUustratSon  and  advance- 

m  IglhtJltiOW^  oil^  '  nient  of  wbich  he  was  so  cmiiicntlv  in- 

ifaled  lul  fPNk  dlil  ifUte  tlM  Btrumental     He  had  scarcely  received 

-  .    .  Jus  doctoral  dcirrce  at  this  place,  wbcu 

of  Govcniment  to  appoint  in*  ^  Emprew  Maria  Theresa  offered  him 

^peelnM  SD  tfw  iMbmt  districts  of  the  a  chair  of  anatomy  in  the  intended 

metropdu^' toi  otpoit  vpon  the  anliiyeot  university  of  Mantaa.   The  project  of 

This  proposal  has  since  been  carried  founding  aaumvemlyatMantua,tho^ 

•  ^  i         J  K   r  .u  •  :  nererpotiB  execution,  »  one  or  ttae. 

into  effect ;  and  the  result  of  their  in-  ^^^^       j  j^^j^,^         ^^-^y^  j^j^ 

vesti^tions^  on  which  we  found  the  statirls  iiidrlnod  to  the  house  of  Austria: 

information  above  given,  may  be  re-  to  do  the  latter  no  more  than  justice, 

irarded  as,  upon  the  whole,  of  a  con-  however  it  may  have  treat«l,  in  other 

mnimtam  nLiiue  respects,  its  Itahta  jpoioesMOBa  as  the 

soiatory  nanure.  mere  acquirement  of  conquest,  it  has 

  been  eclipsed  by  no  goveniment  in  the 

DEATR  OF  DR.  DARWALL.  world  in  the  encouragement  which  it 

_                  !•    1  .   V      .  baacoMtaBdThddovttolliecaldvatioB 

Wt  tegrct  exceedinprly  to  have  to  an-  ^f^^  ^^^^^  «aew»,«wiwp«ti6lllai 

ttoonee  the  melancholy  death  of  Dr.  that  of  medicine 

Darwall,  of  BirmiDgham,  which  look  p,^l^^^^  returned  to  Milan,  with  a 

place  on  Saturday  last  ni  consequence  y      reputation   for  his  professional 

of  his  havitig  woimdi  d  his  hand  m  altaiiiiiMttt»:>  ht  Was   now  twoMM* 

making  a  jpost-n^ortewcxanuiiation.  ^  ^^^^  ^^^^   of  age,  yet  such  waa 

  bis  ardour  in  the  pursuit  of  knowlcdg-e, 

<rui?  I  ATE-  TLM  DAivtvTA       '  that  bc  luboured  still  four  years  more  in 

THE  hAJ&  t9r  J'Aiffc^^A*  •tll*  'teh<Wh,  Mi4  ft  was  not  tflt  1778 

Among  the  many  eminent  persons  who  thtttafeVW>i*  ^  assumed  thedcjpeoe^ 

have  been  lost  to  science  in  the  year  doctor  in  surgcrv.    The  attractunis  of 

1832,  we  have  to  reckon  Professor  Pavia  were  at  this  time  great:  Scarpa 
Ptlettti,  of  Milin.  Tb^  fblldwing  is  a'  was  professor  of  anatomjr;  Halacame, 
brief  notice  of  soma  of  tbflMlligpalto"  from  Piedmont,  IIIM  the  diair  of  pby- 

tkulars  of  his  life.  siolocry;  Spallanzsni  wa«  splendid  in 

Giovanni  Battisxa  Pau^t-^*  was  his  lectures  on  natural  history;  Tissot, 

bom  at  Montecretesi,  on  the  bdiilcs  of  of  Lautvanue,  and  Joseph  I^.  Frauck, 

the  Ltgo  Maggiore,  in  the  year  1747.  conducted  <bat  famous  clinica]  instituto 

Ho  was  educflted   hy   the  JesnitM  of  which  sent  forth  so  many  able  prac 

Brieg,  in  the  Valais,  and  iu  due  time  titiniicrs;  Tamburini,  hy  bis  controvcr- 

Icft  the  e^ilablishmeut  of  fhpjse  reverend  sial  powers,  shook  the  Vaticiui,  and 

lathers  with  a  large  amount  of  general  earned  for  hb  writings  the  honour  of  an 

information:  among  otlier  accomplish-  auto  da  fd;  and  the  illustrious  Volta 

ments,  which  proved  subMequentlv  to  1)C  was  even  then  coiitributinr*-  tn  physical 

of  the  greatest  advantage  to  him,  be  was  science  the  riehest  of  discoveries.  iTo  all 


anaalmr  of  tercral  H^M^K  laaguag)e«-  At  tktie  jPiiitlimiinMyt  Rdiita 

Hilan  he  commenced  bis  medical  stn-  binisi^f  ligr  bia  briUiant  qoalitatt. 

dies,  and  at  that  periwl  there  was  per-  Upon  graduatingj'  in  surgery  be  re- 
haps  no  other  schoolin  Italy  to  compare  moved  to  Milan,  and  was  presently 
with,  that  Milan:  in  aadition  to  its  appointed  second  surgeon  to  the  great 
vast  hospital,  it  had  then  to  boast  of  the  hospiliJ  %  bt  was  also  engaged  in  tMcbN 
names  of  Gali:irdi.  Patrini,aiid  Moscati,  ing  anatomy  and  cdinical  surgery  until 
in  the  li^t  of  its  prolV>s(irs.  After  avail-  the  period  of  his  appointment  to  the 
ing^  himself  of  the  instruction  of  these  important  office  of  surgeon  in  chief,  in 
eminent  man,  wkb  tbe  IngfattCprimiiae,  tho^rear  1787.  About  iMt  tiaie  he  nafi^ 
for  a  few  ^fttft,  he  removed  to  Padua,  a  visit  l»  Bui^on-  tho  uwlMiliiii  «•  an 
ubere  the  illustrious  Mor^aj^ni  fol.  illii'^tnoiis  nrrsoBage,and  was  introduced 
loncd  by  distinguished  pupiK  sent  from  Uicrc  lu  all  tiie  rmineut  practitioners  of 
all  part«  of  Italy  and  OcHhany.   To  'the  day.  '  His  modesty  and  great  ac- 
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quireiBetito  ntde  Um  the  admiratitti  of 
all.  He  now  returned  to  his  important 
tharge^  ant!  devoted  most  of  his  leisure 
to  anatomical  pursuits.  His  researcbca 
were  pobllsfaeo,  for  the  moat  ptrt  in 
tlie  ibrm  of  contributions  to  rarioDS 
learned  societies,  of  which  he  ^vas  a 
member :  some  of  them  are  in  Latiu^  dis- 
tinguii^bed  b^-  a  pure  and  eleg-aut  idiom : 
bis  Italian  proaitetions  ave  written  in 
a  concise  and  eiiprfrctic  stjle,  which 
strong"!  V  resembles  that  of  Alfieri. 

Fiom  bis  thorough  kuowied^^e  of 
tb«  Oonnoi,  be  wu  enablea  aot 
only  to  announce  to  bis  countmnen  die 
opinions  of  the  surgeons  of  the  north, 
but  to  contribute  to  bis  native  literature 
tratulations  of  aeten]  Gerniixi  works: 
anionic  tbose  may  be  mentioiied  RoseU' 

stein  o?i  the  Diseases  nf  Chrhfren,  and 
Bruuiugbauseu  on  the  Treatment  of 
Fruttur€9  fkf  the  neck  of  the  Thigh-bone. 

His  treatise  de  Nervis  Crotaphitie^  of 
Buccinatorio,  4to.  17d4,  is  well-known 
for  its  exactitude  and  finish  :  uor  in  the 
papers  on  the  Tunica  Vayinalis,  and 
the  Ovbnmaeulum  TettU^  inferior  id 
anj  respect.  In  1785  be  puUisbed  bis 
work  ae  Strucliira  T'ttri.  \\\\\\  hi^ 
Uestarches  on  the  LinLiiuai  Vesicle 
and  iti  FSinctimu.  Tn  bts  Advertaria 
Chimrgica  are  eoiitalned  bis  interesting 
<ihservations on,  1.  The  C'anscv  of  T.  unc- 
ness;  2.  Experiments  on  Warm  Human 
Blood;  and  3.  His  Anatomicu-pathu^ 
Ipgieal  B«oiarks  od  Paralytic  Syphilis^ 
Amonff  his  memoirs  on  praetieal  »iirg«ry 
we  6na  his  Rcsearrhrs  on  liitliotnmv— 
On  Vaginal  Hernia — On  Hydrocele  in 
Women— On  the  Treatment  of  Uteriiio 
Pol  \  pi — ;ui:l  some  rcmarkabfe  Cases  of 
Fractures.  His  F rrrritniinves  Patho^ 
Icgica  are  so  well  known  that  their  con- 
tents need  not  any  partftcttlar  enumera- 
tion. 

^  In  the  Annals  of  the  Italian  In- 
stitute arc  inserted  three  of  his  papers: 
1.  On  Ann- presentations;  2.  On  Phleg"- 
monous  Indammation  of  tlit;  Spleen; 
and  3.  Considerations  on  Mercurial 
Trismus.  With  a  view  to  cneoiirafre 
Omodei^s  periodical,  the  Annali^  he 
eoiitriboted  varions  papers  to  tbftt 
work,  amuiij^  which  we  may  notice  his 
remarks  on  Facial  Spa^m — On  Vjper-hite 
—  Oa  Glossocelc,  w  itii  I'rolapsus  of  the 
Tongue— On  Symphyseotomy— On  Va- 
rices, /kc. 

All  the  M. irks  of  P.iletta  evijire  hini 
to  be  a  judicuHUi  and  c  onj»cic«Hous  ob- 
server, •  ciever  surgeon,  and  a  consume 


mate  piMiitiiNier.   Charged  as  be  was 

for  many  years  with  the  elinique  of  one 
of  the  lar^-f  St  }io^]iitals  in  Europe,  how 
T^ist  was  the  he  id  wbicb  was  opened 
tobisiBtedifationft!  AndsplendiinydSii 
he  avail  himself  of  his  position.  Whst 
with  his  extensive  and  exact  acquaint- 
ance with  anatomy,  his  g'enius,  and  the 
situation  wfatcb  be  enjoyed,  Palctta  was 
one  of  the  ablest  of  operators.  He  was 
a  member  of  most  of  t  ne  h  amed  societies 
of  Europe,  and  deeoiaLid  with  the  or- 
ders of  the  Legiuii  ui  11  uuour  and  tiie 
Iron  Crown. 

But  ])roud  as  were  bis  titles,  tbose 
were  the  most  dear  to  him  whteh  hn  pos- 
sessed in  the  love  of  his  feilow^mzens, 
tbe  esteem  of  bis  profeasionul  bratfuen, 
and  above  all  in  tbe  grratitude  of  tbe 
poor,  w  ho  were  oyt-r  an  <>t>ject  of  his  care. 
Thus  the  news  of  his  death,  though 
lon^  expected,  was  felt  as  a  public  ca- 
lamity at  Mihin. 

In  bis  disposition  be  was  kind  and 
gcnertms;  not  anient,  yet  sensitive ;  la- 
conic in  bis  con V  citation,  but  clear  and 
esqiressive ;  to  strangers  be  wsBcoorteoiio 
and  benevolently  attentive. 

He  <lied  of  a  severe  dysentery  on  the 
27tlj  (jf  August,  18a2.  in  the  bdtli  year 
of  bis  age.  AU  Milan  assisted  at  bis 
obse(jiiies  :  tbe  pupils  of  tbe  great  bos. 
pital  carried  his  rem :\in^  to  the  prate; 
and  a  puhiic  hionumcut  is  to  he  ended 
to  bis  memory.  The  monumeut.  bow. 
ever,  which  he  has  left  behind  bun,  iu 
the  Jame  of  his  talents,  his  virtues,  and 
bis  charities  to  the  poor,  is  one  that 
lung'  withstand  tlie  wreok  of  time*. 


CLIMICAL  OBSKUVATIQMjl 
ov 

HYDKOCELL  AM)  ITS  PAlMCiPAI* 

VARIETIES. 

By  Babon  Drpi'rxnKN. 

From  the    I.«(oa»  OrslM,**  publi»h«>d  periodl* 
•■Ur*  voder  tha  Banoli  taupccttM. 


is  more  easy  than  tbe  diogno&iA 
of  iimple  hydrocele,  oor  is  thete  ai^  tbrag 
more  eertain  than  its  treatment ;  so  iliat 
were  it  nut  lor  the  varieties  uud  comuiica- 
timis  wlilcbai«oflentobedietwitb,I«Bontd 

not  take  iip  vdiir  time  witll  any  K*-''>t'ral 
remarks  on  this  maludy.  You  all  know 
tbot  tbe  naoM  of  hydrocele  is  applied  to 
vktsiy  tvaofs  of  tbe  wfiotaBi,  and  tbiht 


•  Abridged  frum  Ute  Quttttt  Ja^diealc* 
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tkev  are  of  two  kin^ :  in  one.  the  water  is 
dMnMd  in  tbt  oelli  of  A»  edhikur 

this  is  hyJrocfle  hy  infiltration;  in  the 
other,  it  is  gathered  in  a  pouch — tliis  is 
b;)rdrocele  by  effusion.  A  third  kind,  more* 
OTir^  is  met  with  in  practice,  which  U  dif* 
tlnguished  from  the  others  bv  tlic  Hfcimm. 
lation  of  serositY  in  accideulai  serous  cavi. 
liM,  formed  duer  in  the  «ubfltance  of  die 
ipermatic  cord,  or  in  the  testicle  itself,  or 
In  the  epididymis.  In  offering  jou  this 
classification,  I  should  add  that  each  kind 
may  present  a  great  nomber  of  varieties, 
the  cnamt'ters  of  some  of  wliioh  it  shall 
be  my  orei^int  business  to  point  out, 

In  ue  int  plaeet  let  na  deeeiibe  the 
principal  varieties  \v!iich  belong  to  the 
cellular  tfarae.  In  tliis  tissue  I  nave  re- 
cognized four  varieties: — 1.  The  fatty  cel. 
lomr  tissue,  to  be  found  in  certain  animals 
Onlj)  as  the  sheep,  df-vrlopcl  in  the  epi- 
ploon»  and  strongly  marked  in  some  cases, 
when  an  inflammation  occurs  in  this  tis* 
sue,  it  alm-t-^t  ^!w;ivs  terminates  in  a  sort 
of8hrinkiug,andagathcnngofmatterintfae 
parts.  It  may  be  observed  in  strangulated 
hernia,  where  the  epiploon  is  protruded, 
and  in  sheep  which  liave  been  inoculated 
witfa  variola,  in  order  to  save  them  flrom 
certain  dlsordera,  Sl  The  fibnras  eellalar 
tissno,  whieli  eontaiiis  neither  fat  nor  se- 
rosity.  This  tissue,  in  maUj  ismostlj  fonnd 
about  the  articulations.  The  inHammatldn 
which  occurs  in  it  is  almost  always  com- 
plicated  with  ^tranprnlatinn.  In  the  dog 
and  carnivorous uuiuiaLH,  ihc  cellular  tissue 
is  almost  wholly  fibrous.  3.  The  elastic 
cellular  tissue,  which  contains  tione  of  the 
elements  already  mentioned,  it  is  observed 
ahoat  those  tmont  i»Mch  'have  no  svihn 
liai  hai^sp.  The  inflammation  which 
nsnally  affects  this  kin»l.  has  n  jfreat  ten- 
dencv  to  spread,  a5  in  the  paiui  of  tlie 
hand,  where  the  tendinous  phlegmasia 
easily  (  onimnnicatc  with  the  fbre-arm,  Jcc. 
4.  The  serous  cellular  tissue,  which  never 
contains  any  fat,  is  not  elastic,  hot  always 
bathed  in  a  certain  (juantity  of  sen>sity. 
This  !•?  especially  observed  in  the  eyelids, 
in  the  genitals,  ihe  scrf)tum,  &c.  Tlie  in- 
flammation fiirmed  in  it  often  terminates 
in  '^^u;r]>iiration ;  and  this  is  the  tissue 
which  becomes  the  seat  of  hydrocele  by 
ivAltration,  idiopathic,  or  symptomatic. 

Considered  with  rcfcrcntv  to  its  sitna 
tion,  this  hydrocele  occupies  the  spermatic 
cord,  or  the  middle  portion  of  the  cellular 
tissue,  or  in  fine  the  serons,  subcutaneous 
ftrrfihr.  In  the  first  li>cality,  the  tumor  is 
circumscribed,  floating,  and  confined  to 
one  of  theooidb;  in  the  second,  ft  ft  mMw 
extended,  reaching  from  the  ring  to  the 
bottom  of  the  scrotum,  preserrinsr  the  im- 
pression of  the  finger,  and  occiipviiig  only 
one  of  the  bursjr;  in  tlie  third,  tlic  tumor 
is  volumioousi  tiiickened»  anii  teadiij 


spreading  over  the  whole  of  the  sorotuu^ 
imimpcdSd  by  the  aMdian  lina  An  ae« 

quatntance  with  these  several  cases  is  im- 
portant as  the  treatment  is  concerned;  for, 
supposing  we  were  to  let  out  the  infiltrated 
fluid,  in  the  finst  two  kinds,  we  must  make 
incisions  more  or  less  extensive;  whilst  in 
the  third,  a  simple  puncture  of  the  skin 
would  often  be  sufficient  to  discharge  the 
whole  of  the  fluid  contained  in  the  are<ila> 
of  the  subcutaneous  tissue,  by  reason  of 
the  extensive  communications  which  exist 
throughout  it  Idiopathic  hj&noille  hr 
infiltniticin  only  occurs  in  new-born  chil- 
dreu  and  in  old  men :  it  may  be  limited  to 
one  tide,  or  eatend'to  the  whale  of  tiw 
scrotimi. 

Hydrocele  by  effusion,  of  which  I  mean 
principally  to  treat,  is  fluctuating :  it  rises 
from  tiie  bottom  of  the  scrotum  towards 
the  inguinal  cnnu!,  is  almost  always  deve- 
loped in  fnnit  ul  the  testicle,  and  ofl'ers  no 
very  particular  resistance,  except  when  the 
serous  ponrh  rnvl  tlic  other  tunics,  die. 
tended  and  thinned,  react  on  the  distend> 
ing  fl  uld.  These  di^poaitioBS,  however,  are 
susceptible  of  vari«tyt  at  the  Ihllowiag  cata 
will  serve  to  abffWi— 

CiM  "L"^ Hydrocele  bti  Effusion^  compUrattd 

f  f'/i  hijunj  of  the  Cord. 

A  man  came  to  the  iiotel  Dieu,  after 
having  been  treated  in  another  hos{>ital 
for  hydrocele,  by  tlie  method  of  puncture. 
The  operut  ion, lie  said,  Inidlwrn  vcr^  painful, 
and  nothing  came  oft  h\  tlu-  cuiiuhi.  except 
blood— no  scrosity.  The  scrotum,  instead 
of  diminishing,  hrul  itnTTifnllately  increased 
in  volume.  It  became  hot,  painful,  and 
teirte}  and  ft  was  only  by  attrictanti-. 
phlogistic  regimen  that  it  was  brought 
back  to  the  state  in  which  it  wils  previous 
to  the  operation.  M.  Dupuvlrea  having 
examined  the  tamor  by  the  Ught  threogS 
a  bimgie,  discovered  it  to  be  tnui^jiarcnt 
in  all  its  posterior  portion,  while  in  front, 
and  about  the  place  where  it  had  been 
tapped,  it  was  opaque,  anparentlv  with  the 
sub-stance  of  the  testicle.  Iloldinar  the 
part  by  its  opaque  portion,  he  emptied  the 
tunica'  vaglnans  by  a  inmctnre  made  be- 
hind. 

It  is  thus  thart  hydrocele  by  cOusion  may 
hetaaM  oom]riieated  with  ancyttcd  hydixK 

cele  of  the  cord.  This  variety  has  been 
the  cause  of  frequent  error  in  diagnosis: 
having  its  seat  very  often  in  IVont  of  the 
inguinal  ring,  and  extending  even  some- 
times into  Uie  interior  of  the  canal,  it 
retients  a  great  resemblance  to  inguinal 
cmia,  Ibr  which  it  has  often  been  mis* 
taken.  While  these  two  maladies  are  aj)art 
they  are  easily  disUnguisbcd :  the  tumor 
of  the  wml  is  abiive---that  of  the  serous 
tunie  of  the  testicle  is  lower  down.  When 
they  eaist  VageOufr  and  coutigUQasly,  the 
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bjiAiiJLulu  (>f  Ibe  tunica  vaginalis  goes  in  Haring  reiiioTed  all  the  flald,  tbecmvi^ 
Unit  nf  Umi&lhet,  II  emaetinet  reqairet  was  filled  with  charpie,  in  order  to  promk* 
great  attention  to  acquire  a  ck-ar  under-  iiiflatnmnticm  and  the  adhesion  of  the  pa- 
standing  of  the  state  of  the  parts.  The  rieti-s.  No  accident  occurred:  the  diaipie 
pBtMttt  mast  be  nuMie  to  U*  mi  lifa  baek,  was  rmioted.  liithe  coute  of  sottM-ditTs 
when  the  tnmor  is  commonly  perceived  ft  moderntc  inflnramation  set  in,  attended 
to  be  rounded,  circumscribed,  isolated,  and  by  an  abundant  suppuration.  lotwehr* 
distinct  from  the  intestine  or  the  epiploon :  davs  the  wound  tKlu  cicatrized. 
Hmr  there  is  transparency,  with  II nctoa.  f  have  seen,  said  M.Dupuytren,  hundred* 
tion,  io  aid  us  ftirihcr  in  our  dia^rnosiA  of  cases  of  encysted  hydn>oc!rs  of  the  cord 
The  foUowing  case,  howerer,  will  shew  taken  for  hernia,  and  treated  with  the  ap- 
thai  tiMn  mmf  to  gnat  Meuity  after  all  pHcat!<Mi  of  tondageA.  Tn  one  tndhMaal 
im  coming  to  a  deetsion,  and  that  M.  Du-  thus  treated,  the  ttimnr,  cnntinnally  puihcd 
pnytren  was  right  in  reserving  hi«  opinion  back,  had  a-sccndcd  int«»  the  inguinal  ca- 
in  this  inManoe  as  to  the  real  nature  uf  nal,  but  it  acquired  a  very  great  bulk.  The 
lilt  ttmit.  uncertainty  which  exists  in  such  rases  as 
—       ,  _       I  ^  1    o  to  the  nature  of  the  tumor,  whalcter  signs 

A  boy  of  twelve  was  operated  on,  in  dundd  mplsj. 
1828,  fur  a  hvdrooele  uf  toe  tuiiica  vagi* 

iidis  of  theleft  sida.  Howaatiaalad  wfth  j^^j^^.^.^ 

iiqection,  and  went  oat  perfectly  cured.  *' 
Some  months  after  there  appeared  in  the  The  method  of  injection  is  one  of  the 
groin,  in  firont  of  the  inguinal  riug,  a  tu.  best,  the  most  nnunpt  and  !«imple,  that 
mor  of  soil  eonsislMiea,  indoltnt,  and  flue  can  be  adoftod  for  encysted  hTdiuwIfc 
tuating,  without  any  chanj^e  of  colour  in  But  if  an  emir  of  diftt^nofHs  he  com 
the  skin.  It  was  taken  ror  a  hernia,  it  mi t ted,  and  an  irritating  liquid  be 
wonld  ■eem,  Sat  m  batiif  s  Ind  been  or.  Mknmn  iBtD«liefiiia]«ae,tha«MieqnMMi 
difed;  but  in  spite  of  the  application  of  roust  be  alarming.  Nor  is  such  an  acri- 
the  latter  the  tumor  enlaxged,  and  the  pa-  dent  supposititious :  an  injection  of  an 
tient  once  mure  came  into  the  Hotel  l>ieu  irritating  liquid  into  the  belly  has  been 
for  the  benefit  of  M.  DopajFtfen's  as^is*  practised  in  the  operation  for  fifteal  hf» 
tance.  A  nmnded  and  rather  an  oUong  droccle,  w-hieh  pTesem-d  its  connexion 
Umor,  of  about  Uie  bulk  of  apigeua's  .^Ig^  widi  the  peritoneum.  In  one  case,  the 
«M  ibnad  in  Aontof  the  ring » Tibegan  nt  fnJoMiMi  ditfuot  pro^e'llitil  {  tot  tn  MOk 
About  half  an  inch  from  that  spot,aud  tor.  ther,  it  btought  on  a'  peril0Bitts,  which 
rainafed  near  the  epididymi.s.  Notwith'  soon  ended  in  death.  There  Is  need,  there- 
standing  its  tension^  it  wa«  fluctuating^  fore,  of  an  extreme  caution  lest  the  life  of 
and  there  was  no  disoeloraUon  of  the  skin,  4b»' patient  bo  pntin  jeopardy;  and  If  an 
H'ht  n  the  patient  coughed,  lliu  liand  ap.  injection  he  reipiired,  it  should  be  done 
plied  u»  Uie  tumar  duL  noilioei  aqv  peculiar  R^tJk,  ^ . l*^.  P^f ^MMiua  uf  aj^ijfuig 
aovenMBL  It  conld  be  nMsiifd.tnIo  t]i#  t»0.fi|ngyta^.;o  jJw^  atyfanyyit  iing|in.ordg 
ring,  hut  it  ^vas  evidently  an  isolated  to  iut^nji^ j|i^^,,jq|li|f|g^oili 


svclliug:  il  was  nwreorei;  veiy  evidentlj  titto^      i  ,i  i 

t^ssrspaveat    Thcso   sereral  characters      IVfiptev^f  .  tljiif  Jkast  doubt the  least 

leaving  no  dovbi  on  M.  JDnpuytn u  s  mind  '9niD«rlMn^«^C9Msts  as  to  the  nature  of  the 

of  the  presence  of  an  cucy»ti  (l  li\dri>ccle,  cose,  some  otter  nK'thixl  than  that  of  injec 

he  resolved  to  treat U  b>  tiie  method  ul  ia>  tioi^  ougi^t  U»  be  adupictL    lnci«iou  uf  the 

cisioo.  cyst  ramof  es  all  apprdieMion  ka  tihia  r- 

Theoperation  was parlfi^llDed  in  October,  ipcct,  and  appears  worthy  of  a  preference 

1829.   The  {wtientlnviag  been  laid  on  liis  in  ail  caa*:s  of       kind.    It  b  further  im. 

fmek,  an  incision  was  .mede  tl^ougb  the  portant  to  obwrre  the  difficult>— uot  to 

skin  oovcring  tba  tnnofv  with,, as  much  say  the  iuipusan>Uitj,  of  detenntttin^  pnft> 

care  as  if  a  lieniia  were  prr«.cnL  Two  dif-  ci»cly  the  relations  of  the  ^jteruiatic  cord 

£culUt:s,  lu  iiM:L,  were  Ui  be   voided "HU^  «»ith  cncjrsted  hydrocele  of  the  part.  For 

ivror  In  diagnoaiB»  and  lesion  of  nn^of-^  nrbieb  lanson,  in  the  prMtioe  of  inri■bn^ 

parts  ftirmiiig  tlic  cord,  the  connexion  of  ihc  several  tissues  shonld  be  dirlded  with 

which  with  the  sac  it  wa«i  not  easy  to  do-  Rawness  and  caution, 
lemuna.  The  subjacent  liters  were  now      With  respect  to  its  form,  hjdiooele  pre. 

•acccMivcly  opcsed,  ubUI  at  last     cyst  sents  several  important  vacietiei.  Inae 

was  rejuhed.    A  jet  of  MTosity  shewed  the  tumor,  which  is  usually  unique  and  rr- 

tXinX  lis  iuUriur  wa&  axrircd  at^    The  aular^  is  occasionally  strangulaud  towards 

oiyninn  was>  ealafg?<j  with  .^st«H»ry -and  J^pmtftt  thisis  uiebemine«r' 

sd%aorsi  the  ftoger  jiiUud uced  ini<>  the  twu  parlk  of  fv))y||^.«|jll 

<i)M  uui^4;9y^  (ifij^tii^ 'ig^iVqHHi^i^UH^  ^HWU^UfU^       ...  . 
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In  the         1824  ft  ^iej^t  ui,m«  to 

example  oi  tlxls  variety:  one  ])&rt  of 
tlie  tumor  occupied  the  scrotum,  whilst 
tl^e  ^Uier  was  situated  iu  the  abduincoi 
and  paflfisd  out  above  the  riug^  Him  last 
was  the  place  uf  the  middle  contraction. 
Wjben  t|l^^  patient  wa9  i^.aA  erect  post. 
tioD»/lIie  ralaeia  of  the  tumor  was  mora 
perceptible:  \Nhen  he  coughed,  it  bet. ame 
ten«e:  w  hen  he  lay  down,  on  the  contrary, 
it  ctdlapsed.  The  abdominal  part  of  the 
tiunor  aiid  the  ri^ht  iliac  region  which  it 
occupied,  were  increasing  in  elevation  and 
vuluuu.*.  The  trausparcuc^  of  the  external 
tumor,  and  the  manner  of  its  growth,  snffi. 
cienlly  cluiracleri/cd  a  hydrocele  in  which 
the  tunica  vaginalis  was  engaged,  and  in 
which  this  latter  part,  after  undergoing  a 
contraction  about  the  ring,  WM  again  di- 
lated internally  in  the  ah^Urmcn. 

In.  the  interior  of  simple  hydroceles  there 
are  eometimnvfoond  ceUa  more  or  leas  nii^ 
mcrous,  containing  the  fluid,  in  sach  a 
manner,  that  when  puncture  is  practisedL 
only  a  funall  partof  ti^e  fluid  runs  out,  and 
one  would  be  obliged  to  repeat  the  prooeae 
on  ail  thi!  cells  if  it  were  wishecl  to  dis« 
chaij^  it  ail.  In  vases  of  this  kind*  which 
we  magr  oeeogniee  aa  jiesembling  wbat  I 
have  described  in  regard  to  hernia,  th^ 
parts  being  muhiloeiuar»  in«}i^n  .etMgllt 
dearly  to  the  paelMniQe  .i^tbcr  tiian 
puncture  or  any  other  na^thod.  Yet  there 
are  exceptions,. «f  tbe  XolV^ng  cape  f|i|| 
testify  1—1  ■     .  ,-;  1    dj/ -.1.  tu  i.iljn-.  ii«h.,. 

•         I  r  .   M  l  »■?!/•>  fill    In  ,:J1ol 

'  A  man  '^ifte'to  th*  Hbtel  I>ieu  about 
the  beginning  of  Mav  this  year  (1833)". 
complaining  of  a  tamoi"%rlfliA  he  hkn 
in  the  left  side  of  hia  scrotum.  Eigh- 
teen monthe  prcvionshr  be  had  received  a 
Uo#  0*  'ttia  hMlt^  WMi'lbat  time  tiM 
part  became  swoll on  tmeiinallv.  When 
M .  Dupuvtren  examined  it,  he  found  it  to 
consSst  6^  att  trregalar,  fluid',  AtMluailnfc 
and  transparent  ma^s.  Attributfng  tne 
irre^nlnrity  of  its  shape  to  the  rr*<istance 
of  the  tunica  vatriualis,  he  plungeil  a  trocar 
into  <be  moat  Tolumiiious  part  of  tho  tv- 
mor,  when  a  ouantify  of  a  yellowisli  sero- 
sitv  was  discnarged'i  but  scaroehr  was  It 
ndnoecl  one  Ikalfl  In  tho  moat  pnitnMtit 
portOf  ibe  remainder,  M.  Dupuvtrcn  still 
found  a  marked  fluctuation.  Fie  made  a 
second  puncture.  An  abundance  of  a 
muddv  liquid  now  made  its  appearance, 
and  tlie  bursa  of  the  left  side  utxs  brought 
to  its  natural  size.  The  fint  Uottid  cov> 
fttlated  by  heat;  th^'sedmfl  ttediMmti^ 
change;  though  the  examftoatioft'ititid^'ftt 
tlie  Piiarmaae  Ceatnde  aliewM  IhaV'tllia 


second  liquid  was  notiung  else  than  attfp^ 
■ttu  •Thowndwaa  in  Om 

that  of  the  opposite  sidfl^  aai  fiaaMMdaa 

symptom  of  effusion.  •  > 

This  case  appears  to  me  of  importanoe; 
Ibvit  so«M|iflMs  happens  that  hydroctslea 
fvgtirded  as  mnltilocnlar,  are  in  reality 
nothing  more  than  hydroceles  of  the  tunica 
▼aginalis  complicated  with  an  .  oIlcysMd 
condition  of  the  cord.  Dr.  Loir  presented 
the  cliaioue  not  long  ago  w;^tb  a  prepaaa. 
timt  wiifeK  lecfM -ma  Jmbht-at  iMc  ftHt 
The  Hpermatic  cord  distended  by  a  liquid, 
in  other  words  a  hydrocele  of  the  cord,  was 
floating  in  the  serosity  which  filled  tiie 
vaginal  cavity,  and  formed  the  base  of  tha 
tumor:  thus'composed  of  two  distinct  hy- 
droceles, it  was  extremely  difficult  to  dis- 
tinguish one  ftom  the  other.  Bntifol». 
serration  proves  that  the  complication  of 
these  two  hydroceles  may  sometimes  de- 
ceive, as  if  it  were  a  multilocnlar  one,  ob- 
servation has  also  convinced  me  that  tlieia 
exist  hydn)celes  the  pouch  of  which  can* 
not  be  emptied  by  a  simple  puncture,  and 
that  tiilt  condition  ia  owing  to  a  mnltiplf. 
dty  of  oeUa  rattiniiv  the  llqvld. 

CSfl^edtel  Bydratekt 

Hydrocele  of  the  tunica  vaglMlis  pti- 
seats  rt  markable  varieties  also,  aoconiing 
as  it  occurs  in  adults,  or  as  it  is  congenital. 
It  tfw^1AflMii}idtin'tbiFflMiis,^tieM 
Qit  period  of  birth,  the  testicle  is  up  in  the 
irfjdimien.  and  that  it  often  does  not  come 
down  till  after  birth.  The  orolongatiote 
df 'the  peritoneum  by  whidi^it  is  accom> 
p«rth*d,  and  which  nt  a  later  period  forms 
tlie.  tunica  vaginalis,  becomes  dosed  in 
a«d«rartom^tinean«rfiiedeaeent  It  may 
nappen,  however,  that  before  this  takes 
place  some  water  may  escape  into  it  from 
the  cavity  of  the  bellv.  Hydrocele  fa  tbe 
cotiseqnence ;  and  this  kind  ia  etDed  the 
congpjiital  variety.  It  may  be  removed  by 
mere  pressure,  restoring  the  fluid  to  the 
belly  agaSh.  i  hM'  pmved,  said  M.  Da« 
pny'tren,  that  this  species  of  hydrocele  may 
show  itself  while  yet  tlie  testicle  Is  shut  up 
in  fhe  abdomen,  end  is  fbnnd  placed  bow 
•ftl^d'tf)^  superior  orifice  of  the  inguinal 
cannl.  The  mechanism  of  its  occurrence 
is  easy  enough  to  he  understood.  That 
ftri  of  the  peritoneum  which  serves  to  en- 
velop  the  testicle  with  a  vagina,  and  which 
corresponds  with  the  abdominal  open^ 

the  fftgilMff  ^mff,  iMlng  pnaa^B  eitlMr 
by  the  Kqnid  contained  in  the  belly,  orb|r 
the  intestines  and  omentum,  yields  insell* 
sibly  to  the  pressure,  extends,  becomes  efi 
gaged  in  tbe  passage  through  which  the 
testicle  has  to  go,  and  is  finwiy  carried  to 
tb^  fundus  of  the  scrotum.  In  this  bursa, 
Toen,  wv  vnv  a  nnotwRiig,  TiawiRns, 
soft,  pyriAirm  ttinior,  whfch  disappears  al- 
laoec  wliollyiUMkrpTCssare  ex«reiaed  upon 
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H,  or  in  the  horizontal  posture :  but  which, 
^hen  left  to  itsdf,  rarames,  when  tiie  pa- 
tient is  ercit,  its  ordinary  shape  and  vo- 
lume. I  hare  also  reeo8;nized  a  second 
▼arietj  of  congenital  hydrocele,  which  is 
•dittingaiBhcd  vj  the  same  proIonB;ation  <^ 
the  peritoneum,  while  tli  •  te'^ticTe  is  still 
engaged  in  the  inguinal  canal.  The  body 
of  the  tnoior  hi  bodi  thne  varietief  is  only 
-clothed  l)v  the  tet^nnients  of  thr  «;t  rotuni, 
by  the  subjacent  cellular  tissue,  and  by  the 
•ealido.lbnius  rarfeoe  of  the  faieia  tuperfi. 
titUh.  The  upper  portion  is  engaged  in 
tho  ring  nf  the  (^reat  oblique  muscle,  and 
the  testicle  is  adherent  to  the  ]>osterior 
^wmll  of  the  ]m$imge,  as  it  would  be  to  the 
bottom  of  th  -  tunica  va'j:innli«!.  In  fine, 
the  abdominal  urifioc  of  tiie  hydrocele  com> 
nimicates  with  the  carity  of  the  perlto- 
ncum  by  a  small  opening.  Both  these  va- 
rieties ought  to  be  examined  with  much 
care,  as  they  are  liable  to  be  confounded 
*with  hernias,  which  in  the  sama  way  da- 
velop  tbemauvea  from  abofo  downwarda. 

Amoi^f  the  aocldents  with  which  hydro- 
cele often  becomes  enmplicatcd,  we  should 
not  forget  hernia;  il  is  chiefly  in  old  sub- 
jeets  that  this  complication  occurs.  In 
general  the  hydrocele  passes  in  front  of  the 
hernia  i  sometimes,  but  Teiy  rarely,  it 
glides  behind.  Some  aofgeont,  in  tneh  t 
case,  propose  to  leave  the  tiiniea  vacrinalis 
wntoueh^'d,  nnd  to  open  only  the  hernial 
sac.  I  ha\  c  howerer  shown,  that  this  is 
only  sparini?  the  Irydrocele,  when  it  might 
be  remedief!  hv  a  .simple  prolongation  of 
the  incision  t<»  the  bottom  of  the  sac,  where 
theflaidstlU  Stubborn  inflmn- 

mations  and  various  aceidt-nts  ensue,  which 
might  be  avoided  by  opening  at  the  ssane 
time  the  serous  tunic  of  tlie  testicle.  By 
complying  with  the  latter  indieation,  not 
OTilv  the  strangtilation  removed,  but  the 
hydrocele  may  be  radically  cured. 

Tt  sometimes  happens  that  when  tiM 
hydrocele  i^  in  fr.nit  nf  a  herTiia,  part 
of  the  omentum  or  intef»tinc  passes 
aerofls  die  tissiie  wMch  embraces  the 
tunica  vaginalis,  and  projects  amid  the 
fluid  whirh  ronstitutes  the  hydrocele. 
These  secondary  tumors  are  covered  by  the 
lieniial  sac,  aad  by  the  serons  tfssae  of  the 
tunic  of  the  testirlr.  fti  «ix  rn^r';  of  tJ)i.s 
kind  which  I  have  witnessed,  twice  hare  I 
•aen  symptoms  of  ttrangulation,  resulting 
iVom  constriction  of  the  organs  at  the  place 
where  they  are  engaged  in  the  serous 
pouch  of  the  teMicIe.  In  those  subjects 
who  presented  this  coadUlon,  the  Mii  and 
iTK^olint  hernia,  at  its  upper  part,  acquired 
below,  wiieie  it  «>ne*pondea  with  the  by- 
'dtoode^  seasilillttf  aitdfeaisianee,  and- all 
the  symptonis  of  strangulation.  It  then 
became  necessary  to  divide  thp  tunica  ra 


ginaiis,  filled  with  serosity.  Presently  the 
promtneneo  «f  the  seeondary  heitiia  was 

exposed;  and  havini;  <»pened  the  sue,  the 
aperture  was  relieved  by  which  the  viscera 
were  engaged  in  the  cavity  of  the  tunic» 
and  thaa  wlthoat  touching  the  riag  ttaa 
parts  wt*re  eai^ily  restored.  Iti  no  ca.se 
have  1  obiterved  a  protrusion  of  the  tunica 
vagimilis  beeoming  engaged  in  Uie  Itenial 
sac. 

As  the  hvdruccle  mav  be  covered  wholly 
or  in  part  by  a  hernial  tac,  containing  a 
greater  or  less  portion  of  the  epiploon^ 
when  puncture  in  performed  we  must  take 
care  neither  to  wound  the  sac  nur  the  tcs- 
tide.  The  relations  of  the  two  sacs  merit 
your  attention  ;  they  are  far  from  being; 
invariable.  In  some  cases,  though  the  by- 
dfooele  fbnnt  the  hinder  and  lower  portioa 
of  the  mass,  the  watery  tumor  is  oAcn  si. 
tnated  in  front  and  outside  *>f  tho  hvnnn^ 
In  other  cases  the  tunica  vagmuiis  peue- 
tiatM  the  hydrocele,  and  constitutai  a  tme 
wntt TV  hernia  in  its  cavity.  The  contraiT 
likewise  mav  occur,  and  then  the  tnnic  u 
seen  to  yield  in  some  of  its  points  wrte» 
sponding  with  tho  hernia,  and  a  laceration 
is  formed  throujjh  which  some  of  its  parts 
protrude.  It  happens  also  sometime?*,  that 
the  hardness  and  elasticity,  and  the  tigbt. 
ness,  of  the  margins  of  this  lacf  rati'  n  nre 
such,  that  the  parts  forming  the  ruptun: 
are  irritated,  braised,  locked  fa  the  pas. 
sage;  strangulation  presently  ensues,  and 
it  i.s  commonly,  thouj^h  erroneou>ily,  attri- 
buted to  the  eonstricuon  of  the  ring. 

Among  other  complications  of  hydracda 
T  shall  merely  mention  .^nrcocele,  a  memo- 
rable ease  of  which  is  stated  in  the  first 
velaaieofour  LtfrnnOtttH,  Bat  I  most 
r;i]I  \  our  attention  for  a  few  moments  to 
several  eases  less  frequent  and  less  known. 
Serous  cysts  may  be  developed  in  <me  of 
the  bursie,  to  whk  h  they  may  give  a  coo* 
sif^erfiblf  vohimp  In  such  cases  a  scir- 
riM»us  degeneresccnce  of  the  testicle  has 
been  tfaooglit  of,  aad  the  part  has  been  ex* 
tirpated.  Ac^ain,  those  cysts  occasi(aiaIly 
show  themselves  in  the  body  of  the  oigaia 
itself.  This  is  what  Morgagni  calls  bjrda^ 
tids  of  tho  testicle ;  and  it  i.s  to  the  run- 
t«ire  of  those  cv«;?«;  that  he  attributes  the 
formation  of  the  iiydrooele.  It  is  needless, 
in  the  present  state  of  soienee,  to  diaeaaa 
tho  valnr  of  this  opinion;  we  shall  only 
observe,  that  a  hydatid  cyst  developed  ia 
the  iMckaeBB  of  tM  cold,  or  fa  tliat  of  oat 
of  the  burs»,  may  by  its  softness,  elasti- 
city,  its  trrenter  or  less  trnnsparency,  and 
the  other  (.  hmacteristics  which  it  displays, 
vaiyieadilv  induce  us  to  fancy  the  pns 
sence  of  a  fiydnicele  of  the  cord,  or  of  the 
tunica  vaginalis;  particularly  in  the  case 
ofhjdroeeles  wthoae  eaiity  is  dirided  iota 
cells,  it  i«  very  easy  to  fall  into  the  mistake. 
I  have  seen  sefocal  iodividuaU  of  oae  fa> 
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mily  affticled  wiih  this  singular  disorder. 
1  treated  them  by  iocisioa  the  cynl^  and 
they  all  i,'(»t  well. 

Cysts  containing  purulent  or  bonej-likc 
matter,  scrofulous  testicles,  and  other  pro-^ 
dueta  of  chronic  indaamstioii  of  the  testi. 
cle,  which  have  heer\  sometimes  called  en- 

3 sled  hydrocele  of  that  organ,  constitute 
btmtioiit  verjr  different  fmn  tliat  which 
We  hare  just  now  noticed.  Those  j)unilont 
or  other  deposits  require  either  excision  of 
their  paiieties,  or  extirpation  of  the  oignn 
In  which  they  are. 

The  tunica  vntn'nnli"?  oceasionally  pre- 
sents degrees  of  disorguuiz;ition,  which  it 
is  worth  yoar  while  to  study  carefally.  At 
the  commencement  it  is  tliiii,  transparent, 
and  easy  to  he  muTcd  j  at  a  later  period, 
when  the  affection  ia  of  loine  ataadlng , 
this  envelope,  or  rather  the  cellular  tissue 
of  its  oKternal  surfaee,  fnMnu  ntly  aequires 
a  gieat  thickue^,  uud  a  iiardiiess  ap- 
proaching that  of  coitilige.  Transpan^ucy 
is  then  generally  at  an  eiul ;  and  after 
puQctore,  the  tunic,  instead  of  sinking,  re- 
mainfl  as  a  tme  shell  nnmnd  the  organ.  I 
have  sometimes  si'en  this  serous  layer  be- 
come the  scat  of  sani^uineous  transnrlations, 
or  present  osseous  plates  of  more  or  less 
•Itent.  The  following  eas<^  ill  give  you 
a  good  idea  of  this  sort  of  cnmlition,  and 
the  kind  of  difficulties  you  wdl  sometimes 
meet  in  practtoe. 

Case  Y.'—Cartila^iaoiu  hardening  oj  the  Tu' 
nica  VaginaUi* 

An  old  man  hi  1815  caaie  to  the  Hotel 

Dieu,  with  n  M-rotnm  larger  than  the  t%vo 
closed  lists,  iu  irunt  it  presented  a  mani- 
fest fluctuation,  and  helund  two  hard  tn- 
bereles.  It  ^^'as  considered  to  be  a  hydro- 
cele, or  a  hydro- sarcocelc.  The  man  died 
in  a  state  of  great  debility,  and  his  liodf 
was  examined.  Beneath  the  skin  and  the 
durtos  Tiinselc  was  found  a  fibrous  mcm- 
brauc,  ratht  r  dense  iu  iitructure»  cover- 
ing a  eartila^iiious  membiane,  which  was 
no  other  than  the  tunica  vaginalis ;  it  was 
cut  into. with  precaution,  when  a  large 
quantity  of  liquid,  of  Ae  eoloar  of  wine 
lees,  flowed  out,  leaving  behind  it  a  sub- 
stance of  the  same  colour,  but  without 
consiittuiice  or  cohcbiou  :  ihia  wa»  decom- 
poied  blood.  Upon  dividing  the  cartila- 
ginous  nunibrane  Ui  different  directions, 
the  testicle  was  at  last  found,  converted 
into  a  thin  Ihittened  mass,  lying  against 
the  ineuibmne.  The  two  tubercles  were 
formed  by  a  circumscribed  thickening  of 
the  cartilage  which  had  become  osseous  at 
tbeoantNb 
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«ged  about  40,  having  bruised  his  right 
testicle  violently,  felt  in  it  for  several  jeu» 

the  si-'verest  pains,  and  found  it  inert. asinpf 
in  volume.  He  determined  to  come  to 
Purls.  Upon  his  arrival  the  testicle  was 
hard,  heavy,  irregular,  and  besides  being 
habitually  in  a  slate  of  c^'iuisite  sensibi- 
lity, it  \vu.s  from  time  to  time  the  aaX  of 
lancinating  pains,  which  are  vsttally  le- 
^rded  as  symptomatic  of  carcinomatous 
degeaerescence*  M.  Dupuytren  announced 
the  presence  of  a  saieocelc,  and  advised 
extirpation,  which  was  presently  perform- 
ed. For  R:reater  certainty,  the  operator, 
after  stripping  the  organ  by  incision, 
plunged  his  knife  into  a  fluctuating  point 
whieh  he  observed  on  th.-  surfaee,  and  from 
which  there  flowed  at  ouee,  and  in  a  jet,  a 
reddish  inodorous  liquid,  like  that  pecn- 
liar  to  the  c*ell8  of  degenerating  tumors. 
Tliere  ^^va»;  no  lonprer  any  doubt  about  the 
case,  and  the  extirpation  was  ct»mpletcd. 
Upon  examining  the  tum(»r,  it  was  fonnd 
to  be  almost  wholly  formed  of  the  tunica 
vaginalis,  which  had  become  cartilaginous^ 
ana  irregular  in  its  density;  that  we  ca* 
vity  which  had  been  puncturerl  was  no 
other  than  its  proper  cavity,  and  that  the 
lluid  which  came  away  wa*  the  product  of 
a  mixture  of  blood,  which  came  from  a 
round  regular  openinjj,  about  two  lines  iu 
diameiar,  passing  through  at  once  the  tu- 
niea  vaginalis  and  the  albuginous  meai» 
brane.  Throuffh  this  o]»eninu;  the  testicle 
waii  perceived  in  a  perfectly  sound  »>tate ; 
40  much  so,  that  there  was  every  reason  to 
he  aorrv  for  the  course  that  had  been 
mlopted,  through  an  jgaansoeof  thetrne 
nature  of  the  case. 

"^TcOumI        malcrial  for  injection. 

The  radical  cure  of  hydrocele  is  usually 
effected  by  injection.  I  have,  however, 
been  successful  in  obtaining  an  equally 
beneficial  result  by  the  use  of  vesieatioiis 
applied  over  the  scrotum.  An  irritation 
is  thus  prodoeed,  whkk  is  pm])agated  to 
the  tunien  vri^Tinalis,  determinini;  absorj*. 
tion  of  the  liuuid  which  it  contains,  and 
faeiprocal  aiBiesioii  of  the  opposite  sur- 
faces. The  material  which  I  have  found 
best  for  injection  is  the  following : — In  a 
pint  of  Roussillon  1  boil  iwo  ounces  of 
roses  of  Frovins,  and  add  to  the  straogth' 
of  the  deooction  by  a  few  tea-spoonfuls  of 
brandy.  I  make  three  sucoessive  injcc* 
tions,  at  intervals  of  three  ninotee  eaeb ; 
and  a  precaution  which  I  always  deem  it 
prr>per  to  take,  is,  to  be  sure,  before  each 
injt^*tion,  that  the  extremity  of  the  ca- 
nala  has  net  slipped  from  the  cavity  of  the 
tunim  va?f!nrt!r«'.  ThDm^^h  Tu  i^h  rf  of  this 
simple  precaution,  the  tM.rotuui  has  been 
iBfQtttinMi     mi«h  i^wisd  m  ta  m9m 
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FINANCES  OF  TH£  COLLEGE  OF 
PHT8ICUNS. 


In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  House  of 
Comnoiu,  tbc  Royal  College  of  Pbjil. 
cians  have  made  the  following  return 
which  contains  an  account  of  the  money 
whidi  hat  h&cn  received  by  diem,  from 
persons  admitted  as  Licentiates,  from  Ist 
January,  1823,  to  3lst  December,  1832; 
and  also  an  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  it  has  been  appropriated.  In  ex- 
planation  of  this  return,  from  which  it  ap. 
pears  that  the  annual  expenditure  of  toe 
College  coDiidertbly  exoeeda  iti  revemie, 
ihey  Dcg  to  state,  for  the  information  of 
the'  House  of  Commons,  that  in  addition 
to  the  snms  of  money  mentioned  in  the 
following  return,  the  wbde  inoooM  of  the 
College  arises  from  various  sources — viz. 
first,  from  fees  paid  by  Fellows,  who  each 
pay  on  adiniaBioa  951. 4s.,  a  sum  indndiiiiir 
40/.  for  stamps ;  sccontlly,  from  money 
paid  by  Extra- Licentiates,  each  of  whom 
pays,  for  Letters  Testimonial,  171.  9s.  ; 
and,  thirdly,  from  rents  of  lands  and 
houses,  the  donation  of  foimef  Fellows  of 
their  Society. 

Bvt  for  the  last  four  years,  the  whole 
income  of  the  College  has  not  equalled 
its  expenditure  i  the  first  amounting  to 
4U6L  \6t,  5rf.;  while  its  ezpenditnre  bat 
amomited  to  48S1I.  ISi.  dnnng  tho  mum 
period. 

Further,  they  beg  to  state,  that,  witli 
liie  exception  of  a  lease  of  the  ground 
•upon  which  the  building  now  stands,  the 
CoUeje  has  never  received  any  pecuniaiy 
aid  from  the  Crown  slnoe  its  fomdatioB. 
The  original  building  for  the  mcetini^'";  of 
the  Corporation  was  purchased  and  added 
to  by  the  private  subscriptions  of  the  Fel. 
lows  of  that  time;  and  when  this  was 
burnt  down  at  the  great  fire  of  London, 
the  edifice  in  Warwick-lane  was  built  at 
the  eost  of  the  Fellows;  and  the  funds  for 
the  erection  of  the  present  building  in 
Pali-Mall  Eas*,  which  cost  2o,000/.,  were 
raised  from  the  sale  of  the  premises  in 
Warwick -lane,  which  yielded  900<)/. ;  fr<»m 
2000/.  given  by  the  Trustees  of  Dr.  Rad- 
clifle  i  and  fh>iin  the  subscriptions  of  the 
present  Fellowa 

To  meet  these  great  demands,  the  Col- 
1^  has  forgone  every  expense,  except 
sadi  as  was  ahsolntely  necessary  to  pro- 
mote  the  legitimate  objects  of  its  institu- 
tion, to  further  which  the  Fellows  stili 
continue  a  small  annual  subscription. 

*  It  appean  that,  bstwscu  tbt  year*  1823  and 
Ittti  117  lIceBacs  wtr*  graoUd;  which,  at 
MlTlit.  cseb,  vfsMs  380*1.  Tft«.  Wc  do  not  think 
it  ascsMSfy  to  hwsff  the  wtara  sftlsPitlw-fi.0. 


CANINE  MONSTROSITT. 

Mn.  ATKrnaow,  of  Ronmey  Terraee,  Wcet> 

minster,  who  not  long  ago  communicated 
to  this  journal  the  particulars  of  a  case  of 
feline  monstrosity,  has  since  met  with  an 
example  of  a  dog  without  a  nose,  and  har. 
ing  only  one  eye.  They  are  both  in  his 
possession,  and  may  be  examined  by  anjr 
penon  cttfiom  in  sodi  snljeeta. 

WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  of  BURIALS, 
From  Bills  of  MoRTALirr,  Aug,  13,  I8U:1. 
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PrevslHnfr  wind  N.W. 

A  hesTy  thower  of  rain,  accompaalod  by  tiro 
p«aU  of  thunder,  in  the  aftetassa  Sf  ihs  Nlk^ 
otherwiie  generally  clear. 

Bstai  lUiss*     0rsn  ladt. 

Cii  vRLKs  Henry  Adams. 

LITERART  INTELLIGENCE. 

Preparing  for  publieation,  a  New  Expo, 
sition  of  the  Functions  of  the  Nerves,  1^ 
James  William  Earlo,  Esij. 

Dr.  Ay  re,  of  Hull,  has  in  the  press,  • 
worit  on  the  Natdie  and  Ortete  of  tbe 
Malic^nant  Cholera,  and  on  the  Treatment 
of  it  bv  small  and  f^aently.repeated 
Doses  or  Calomel. 

Dr.  Bnme  is  prepariaf  Ibrllie  piw,  a 
Treatise  on  the  Causes  tad 
of  Constipated  Bowels. 
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DISEASES  OF  THE  STOMACH  AND 
BOWELS. 

WORMS. 

It  hat  been  udd  that  natnre  has  pro- 
vided every  animal  with  other  animals  to 
prev  upon  it,  to  make  a  hahitati  -n  .-f  it, 
and  derive  food  from  it.  It  is  even  Kaid 
that  a  fleii  Iiits  its  Heay  aod'ifsf^  I  suppose 
this  would  have  its  fl»a's  flea.-  IIow  far 
this  matter  goes,  it !:» impossible  for  me  to 
my.  '        *  ^. 

Diiisifus,  —  Hoivcvcr,  some  of  tlu-s*'  ru.i. 
malt  evidently  come  from  without,  and 
MClit  but  temporarily  perhaps,  and  these 
are  called  ecto-toa ;  whereas  those  that  co- 
lonize, establish  themseves,  breed  a  pos 
terity,  and  become  whole  fumiiics  ut  lost, 
aie  tanned  ento-toa. 

Eeto  zoii. — As  instances  of  tin-  ecto  zoa, 
those  which  reside  upon  the  skin,  I  may 
Biention  fleet,  Ike,  onat,  and  other  deli- 
cate liitlr  animals.  nut  wi-  have  also 
Others  which  reside  within,  some  gettin^^ 
into  the  anus,  some  into  the  mudllary 
sinuses,  some  into  the  stomach  aud  in- 
testines, some  into  the  bilirtrv  dtiet«,  some 
also  getting  into  the  cellnhur  meiuLimue 
beneath  the  skin.  I  hod  a  patient,  an 
infant,  who  dischar^d  aUout  a  do/cn 
live  larv»,  maggots  of  the  commou  tiv. 
The  child  had  sofTeiad  a  chronic  cooifh, 
but  as  soon  ns  these  dozen  larrrr*  were 
discharged  from  the  intestines  all  alive, 
It  lo«t  the  cough.  I  taw  tlieni  nijacif  In 
the  Tiri]>kin,  movinr  nbaut  ill  tte  lbe«t» 

ayy.— XII. 


exactly  at  jon  migbt  have  Keen  them  if 

they  IkuI  never  been  in  the  body.  I  nn- 
denitood  that  it  had  eaten  part  of  a  high 
pheasant  tome  monUii  before,  t  have  had 
two  cases  in  which  a  live  caterpillar  wat 
discharged  from  the  intestines.  One  of 
these  cases  occurred  in  a  troman  who  was 
in  the  habit  of  eating  cabbage  stalks  when 
she  washed  them  for  dinner.  The  moth 
lays  its  ^gs  on  cabbage  .stalks,  and  no 
donbt  this  patient  had  inrallowed  tome  of 
the  egg^,  and  it  so  happened  that  one  of 
them  was  hatched.  Dr.  Good,  in  bis  work 
on  Medicine,  gives  an  instance  of  a  flesii 
fly,  the  miisca  rilMtriu,  or  rather  llie  hirva  of 
it,  being  discharged  by  means  of  purgu. 
tive*:,  after  prodociiq^eoasiAirable  derange, 
ment.  The  larva  of  the  bee,  and  even  live 
s)>id(T<;,  bave  been  dischnrcred  fi-om  the  ali- 
mentary canal  downwardii,  by  liunian  l>e- 
ings.  feven  the  nitan  palustru  and  the  Is-  • 
errta  atjvntica,  the  domestic  and  tfu*  h<>rs<* 
leech,  have  been  discharged  by  vumitiug, 
«nd  have  beea  ibond  m  tw  stomam. 
T,rc(  h<^,  Tvbrn  tbrv  q-et  into  the  stomach, 
from  sucking  the  biood  frill  sometimes  &t« 
tain  so  iam  a  tizo  at  teareelT  to  be  reooir- 
nized.  VVheO'Soldiers  have  been  encamp, 
ed  on  marshy  groiinfl  it  has  been  found 
dangerous  for  tlimi  to  go  to  sleep,  lest 
leeches  should  uret  into  their  mouth  and 
destroy  thfin.  \a\\-  lirr?  het-n  lnvt  from 
leeches  crawling  duwu  the  tcsoplmjjus. 
sttcKng  the  stomach,  and  producing  fatal 
hjvmnrrhri::^^'  '  oiirr  ^aw  two  ccntiiK.'de^, 
said  tu  have  been  vouiited  by  a  girl  twelve 
years  of  age.  There  was  no  reason  to  tnp' 
pose  that  anv  deception  was  practised,  but 
«he  vomited  them,  aud  the  vomiting  wa^ 
attended  by  a  tightness  in  the  thniat.  The 
anhMals  had  lived  three  days  when  I  saw 
th»*m.  Tlu'  iti  'thi  r  ';ni(!  the  girl  had  vo- 
mite<i  a  bia«  k  beetle  two  moutlis  previous- 
ly. She  had  palpitation  of  the  heart  and 
pain,  and  beavine-s  of  the  bead.  Dr. 
Duncan,  iu  the  ninth  volume  of  his  Medi- 
4wl  Canntntarie^  aMatioat  Ibo  ease  of  % 
hof  who 'dinlMmd  ftar  Atennllars  aftef 
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a  do!i«  of  calomel.  It  is  said  that  several 
crawled  oot  at  the  anux  afterwards,  and  on 
e\!iif)iting  calomel  and  jalap  an  incredible 
Duiubcr  came  awajr.   I  should  not  have 

rdd  much  attention  to  these  accoonts  if 
had  not  myst-lf  witm  s similar  tfTcfts. 
The  boy  mentioned  by  Dr.  Duncan  like- 
wise diM-harged  a  lumbricus.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  some  persons  are  the  sport  of 
tliese  instcts  ;  in  others  they  would  die.  It 
was  a.scertained  in  Dr.  Duncan's  case  that 
the  boy  had  frequently  gone  into  the  tjar- 
den  It: I  I  <  atm  a  youn?  cHbbaa;e  leuf,  just 
as  1  oscertauied  that  tlie  woman  ate  cab- 
bage stalks  when  preparing  them  for  din- 
ner. In  Ilufcland's  Jounml  for  there 
is  an  instance  of  live  and  dead  sluijs  being 
.discharged  by  vomiting  and  purging.  I 
fecoUect  a  case  in  the  Mbi^ICAl  Gazette, 
mentioned  h^  Dr.  Alderson,  of  Hull,  of 
a  centipi  s  being  discharged  from  the  sto- 
mach, exactly  as  occurred  in  the  ease  tliat 
T  You  know  that  horses  have  what 

are  called  boti  in  the  stomach,  il'  they  swal- 
low the  eggs  of  the  common  gad  fly.  The 
gad  fly  lays  its  cg^s  upon  their  e<>at,  tliey 
lick  their  coat,  and  swallow  the  eggs, 
which  attach  to  the  splenic  portion  of  uie 
Btomach  at  a  certain  period  of  the  year.  I 
suppose  all  this  is  natural,  for  I  believe 
tlity  are  often  found  in  the  stomuih  of 
horses.  Nature  appears  to  have  destined 
this  plaee  for  their  reception.  When 
they  are  mature,  they  escape  through  the 
itttestinee,  and  hecome  gnd  fliee.  lliote 
which  evidently  come  fraiD  without  «ie  all 
called  ecto-zoa. 

You  will  hear  numerous  instances  of  se- 
▼ere  headaches  havintt  arisen  from  insects 
getting  into  tlie  iiostriK  ami  -  nnvling  into 
the  sinuses,  and  iUso  iroin  tiuir  getting 
into  the  meatus  auditorium.  Nothing  is 
more  tormenting,  I  uiuTerstand,  tliun  a  flea 
in  the  ear.  If  it  get  into  the  ear  it  buz- 
EM  about  and  makes  as  much  dibtnrb> 
ance  as  a  giant  would  ;  but  this  state  may 
be  cured  in  a  moment.  1  recollect  the  case 
of  a  patient  of  my  own  who  had  been  in 
the  greatest  agony  from  this  eireuuistanee, 
but  on  ptMiring  a  tea  spoonful  of  oil  into 
tiie  ciir  it  was  quiet  in  a  moment.  1  nu]>- 
pose  it  was  sufroented. 

There  is  a  kind  of  gad  flv  which  settles 
in  the  rectum,  and  it  is  tWrcfore  colled 
«edru$  htrmorrlidndatHS :  it  has  been  found  to 
make  its  way  even  into  the  womb.  T!nre 
is  one  kind  called  aUnu  wu,  from  its  al- 
ways selecting  sheep.  The  guinea  Worm 
comes  from  without,  perforates  the  skin, 
lies  for  a  cousiderubh  jieriod  in  theec  llulnr 
menibroue  under  llie  &kiu,  and  is  the  j^ourct 
of  very  troublesome  ulcers. 
•  Euto-ztta. — As  to  those  which  settle  regu- 
larly in  the  bumau  body,  colonize,  and 
descend  htm  genenallon  to  genetution 
ot  human  bclngf^  they  are  found  both  in 


cavities  and  in  the  substance  of  the  body, 
and  eueh  of  these  cnto-coa  has  ii.s  partica-> 
lar  habitation.  The  one  called  lumbnru% 
always  occupies  the  intestines  or  stomach  i 
€he  <me  adled  »ro»^vle  particularly  fllxes 

on  the  utf  riltt  or^an'-  ;  the  one  called 
fluke  is  found  in  the  liver,  and  the  filaris^ 
or  guinea  worm,  is  found  in  the  ceil  alar 
membrane. 

There  are  tliree  chief  fonns  of  these  ani- 
mals found  in  the  living  body  ;  one  set  are 
round,  in  flinders  or  spindles;  another 
set  are  flattened  likf  V»oh!)in,  and  the  third 
set  are  globular  or  vesicular.  It  is  the  lat- 
ter that  are  chiefly  found  in  the  substance 
of  organs. 

Anun^mientsaf  various  aNtAort.— Liiina:>as 
arranged  them  according  to  their  situation, 
accordingly  as  they  were  found  in  the  in- 
ti  stinev  of  in  other  viscera.  Rudolphi,  the 
natuialiNt,  of  ikrlin,  ntunes  them  frDin 
their  form,  and  makes  them  into  flee 
cla«^se«,  the  first  of  whieh  hr  trnnv  nemu- 
toidei:  then  he  has  a  second  class,  which 
he  calls  oeanthtefphaUi.  These  are  titmitty 
whieh  are  of  tlie  liyilatid  kind;  they  have 
no  spinal  canal,  but  distinct  genital  or 
gans.  There  are  two  sexes,  and  they  are 
found  only,  or  chiefly,  in  the  intestines  of 

swine 

1  hen  lie  1ms  a  third  class,  which  is  call- 
ed trtmatoda.  Thesi-  are  flat,  with  minute 
pores.  It  is  said  that  these  have  no  intes- 
tinal canal,  but  distinct  genital  organs. 

Then  the  fourth  is  eesfmefe»,  which  is  10ie 
taenia,  or  flat  worm,  and  the  fifth  he  calla 
e^itica.    These  ore  hydatids. 

Cuvier  makes  more  simple  classes  than 
these :  he  arranges,  in  classes,  those  whicli 
have  a  fli«^tinct  digestive  cavitN,  and  those 
which  have  no  distinct  digestive  cavity  to 
be  traced  to  the  interior :  the  one  is  called 
coriti/im,  because  it  has  a  (lii^eslive  cavity, 
its  regular  canals  and  an  auus  j  and  the 
other  parmeftiiiiiaieiix,  because  it  has  notlung 
but  an  uniform  structure,  with  no  regular 
digestive  tubes.  This  last  class  embraees 
all  the  classes  of  Rudolphi  except  lla  first ; 
and  those  which  have  a  regular  digestive 
appamtns  r»Mnprehend  the  round  wi>nn, 
the  little  uscorides,  the  strougle,  and  the 
guinea  worm,  and  therefore  instead  of  the 
Ave  kinds  of  Rudolphi,  Curier  makes  but 
four. 

.  I  will  now  begin  with  the  earitaire$,  or, 

according  to  nndolplii,  the  ucoiu^^tsfidcuK 

AUVA  ids  L V M  maco  ini  l  'r>rmerly 
thesewere  termed  lumbriei ;  but  fn»m  thtir 
analogy  to  the  osearis,  they  are  now  called 
r/Hvivf.  I  '  hriconhi.  TIlis  worm  has  external 
iiiUmumnts;  it  has  muscles,  a  digestive 
apparatus,  a  genital  apparatus,  and  some 
liaM  tliniii^ht  that  it  has  a  circulating  p.nd 
nervous  system.  The  muscles  of  this  worm 
lie  immediately  under  the  skin ;  the  libiea 
are  two-fold,  ooth  long  and  trtosTersei 
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till  f1ia:cstivA'  organs  are  quite  ^trni-ht  :  it 
hait  a  triaiigitiar  moutli,  with  three  tuber- 
rle.s ;  the  anus  is  at  the  opposite  end,  and 
the  fifrnitals  fill  a  great  part  of  the  animal. 
Each  st  x  i<i  a  different  indirid'-al;  and  the 
opening  of  the  genitals  is  near  the  anus. 
You  will  find  it  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
i;i.  !ii  s  in  length;  it  is  of  a  vfUow  colour; 
and  ns  many  as  eighty  of  them  have  been 
froin  one  inditidiial.  The  oe. 
Icbrated  Professor  Frank  men  linns  a  ease 
in  which  the  intestines  were  absolutely 
crammed. 

Situation. — This  wonn  is  usually  found 
in  the  Mnr^H  intestines,  ocea<«ionally  in  the 
loxge  one^,  lu  the  stomach,  in  the  oesopha- 
gus, the  pharynx,  or  mouth  (f  have  known 
a  i)ers«n  vtjmii  <iiu') ;  hut  its  prnprr  habi- 
tation apjH-ars  to  be  the  small  intesitiues. 
Andral  says  that  he  found  a  lumbriens  in 
the  pharynx.  It  got  out  of  the  small  in- 
tcstin^'^  int«>  thv  stomaeh,  froni  the  stomach 
into  the  phuivnx,  aud  uuu  cud  turned 
dovm  into  the  larynx  and  there  caused 
sudden  death,  haviut;  snlT<H»ted  the  pa- 
tient. Andnil  aiso  saw^  several  iu  the 
liver*  apparently  haviuff  cfept  up  the  duc- 
tus rlioli (liH  ITS  rommunis  to  iht-  duode  num. 
Dr.  Baroo,  of  Gloucester,  mentions  seeing 
n  hunbricus  in  the  ducts  of  the  liver;  and 
an  old  physician,  who  wrote  on  motUd 
anainmy,  mentions  scritiqf  sevem!  worms 
in  thiit  situation.  .Aiulral  ^ay.s  that  he 
iU-w  a  lirer  absoluuly  perf()nitcd  with 
them  ;  and  sometimes  luey  have  perforaled 
the  interlines  ajid  got  into  the  peritoneum. 
They  have  sometimes  been  known  to  escape 
cxtt  rituMv  lhru;i<j]i  the  integ.uiv  m's,  or  into 
the  urinary  bladder,  or  into  the  vagina. 

Diffkrtnct  betntcn  it  and  (he  common  eaith 
•eor*.— You  w  ill  observe,  of  course,  the  re- 
^or.^^Ir^nce  of  this  to  the  earth  worm  ;  but 
the  earth  worm  is  found  to  be  less  poiutedj 
its  mouth  is  only  a  small  slit  at  the  under 
part  itf  a  rounded  head;  and  the  anus  is 
not  htur  the  extremity,  but  at  the  very  ex- 
tremity. The  earth  worm  is  more  fleshy, 
morv  iiiarlki  il  wiili  ruga>,  and  it  lia*;  «ine 
most  distinguishing  circumstance,  a  qua- 
drangular row  of  processes  like  feet,  which 
it  can  erect  nnl  niovc  about;  it  has  also 
three  lons^itudinai  lines  at  the  upper  sur- 
face, and  it  is  an  hermaphrodite.  I'ho 
ascari.s  lurabricoidfls  it  fiur  moat  eommon 
in  children,  and  rarer  as  people  crrow  old. 

THlCOCKPHALU6.-~'Vhv  next  wonn  in 
point  of  size  is  that  formerly  called  Irieurtr, 
three-tailed;  but  unluckily  our  pn  deecfsors 
took  the  tail  for  the  head,  and  it  is  now- 
called  trioKephalu$.  It  is  a  very  small 
wonn,  about  one  inch  and  a  half,  or  two 
inches  in  length;  it  is  of  a  violet  c(»Ionr, 
and  the  anterior  end  is  much  finer  tliau 
the  poeterior;  it  becomes  a  mere  point  for 
the  mcnrth.  'Hie  posterior  c  ud  df  the  male 
i»  bent,  aud  it  hai  a  straight  alimentary 


eaniil,  iiround  which  are  pluccd  the  oigana 

of  generation. 

^uatim. — This  is  found  lower  down 
than  the  last ;  it  occurs  chiefly  in  the  cae- 
cum, and  there  are  genernlly  s<  v.  rul  of 
them.  It  is  much  more  comiuou  m  lu- 
fitnts  than  in  others. 

OXYURIS. — Another  worm  which  baa 
also  an  alimentary  canal,  is  the  afcaris, 
or  more  properly  speaking,  the  oryurM, 
ordrop-tail.  This  passes  with  the  com- 
mon pcf)ple  under  the  name  of  thread 
worm.  It  lives  as  low  down  as  it  pos.^i- 
bly  can  in  the  rectum,  and  frequently 
Tiral:rs  its  exit ;  and  when  it  once  gets  out. 
It  ciuinot  gel  iMtck,  but  shrinks  up  and  pe- 
rishes. It  is  far  shorter  than  the  others. 
The  male  is  said  to  ho  about  a  line  and  a 
hall  in  length ;  the  female  four  lines.  The 
organisation  is  the  same  as  in  the  other 
two  kinds.  It  is  not  only  usually  found  in 
the  rectum,  but  it  tceneral!y  surrouiuled 
by  mucus.  They  will  crawl  out,  and  old 
Women  sometimes  amuse  tlwmselves  by 
set  intr  how  many  they  can  catch  in  a  night, 
in  order  that  they  may  shew  their  exploits 
to  the  doetor  in  the  morning.  I  have 
known  them  crawl  out  of  old  persons,  so 
that  they  complain  that  they  hare  picked 
them  oflT  their  thighs  in  bed. 

The  other  description,  which  are  called 
parenrhvmntfur  by  Cnvier,  have  no  disfcslivc 
or  other  perceptible  tirguus,  except  instru- 
ments of  locomotion.  They  have  various 
f(trms ;  some  are  spheroidal,  some  flat,  and 
same  long.  They  are  the  amnitufceyhataf 
that  with  two  points ;  the  trmatvda,  that 
w  ith  a  perforation;  the  ceMcides ;  and  like- 
wise that  of  which  I  am  now  going  to 
speak,  tri  nia.  These  are  found  in  the  sub- 
stance of  the  body,  and  in  various  cavi- 
ties: and  tho«e  which  are  called  hy<!atids, 
qfuictty  and  which  are  continually  ri>und  in 
tite  substance,  but  occasionally  in  cavities ; 
and  sometimes  they  have  a  pnrf'.  niar  cy^t. 

r.tA/il. — I  will  now  proceed  to  that 
which  we  meet  with  every  day  in  the  liv* 
ing  subject,  and  which  is  called  tauin. 
'i'his  is  never  less  than  several  feet  in 
length,  and  sometimes  many  yards.  One 
author  mentions  one  measuring  I50ft  *  t, 
and  another  forcicrn  writer  saw  one  ;KK) 
feet  Though  1  never  saw  (me  so  large  as 
that,  yet  I  have  frequently  seen  seven, 
eigh',  or  ten  yards,  eomeaway  at  onee.  It 
is  fine,  and  bos  a  scries  of  articulations, 
each  with  natural  pores.  Dr.  Baillie  says 
tlmt  the  lavt  joint  has  an  aperture  The 
anterior  part  of  the  worm  is  very  tine ;  the 
head  is  squaic;  and  it  has  little  retrac- 
tile hooks.  There  is  no  regular  oraanixa- 
tion  within  —  that  is  to  vny,  there  is 
nothing  leading  to  a  digestive  tube.  It  is 
almost  a  mere  amorphous  mass ;  yet  you 

niav   f  rl    nrh  ri   i-ent  ^CS'iel';   abo  ir  the 

joints,  aud  a  ser|Hrutinc  canal  is  sometimes 
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Men  at  the  edges,  it  mo?es  in  an  undula- 
tonr  manner. 

There  are  two  kinds  seen,  the  one  called 
ia-fiia  toliumt  or  armed  tsnia,  and  the  otber 
T.  tula. 

Tlint  which  is  called  T.  solium  is  abont 
the  third  of  a  line  broad  toujirds  the 
head,  and  has  cn)tchcts  before,  and  ou 
each  side  the  articulations.  The  other, 
which  is  riilk'd  T.  lata,  is  shorter  nnd 
broader,  and  has  no  crotchets.  The  latter 
Qsuallv  exists  in  CMritiea,  three  or  fonr  in 
an  individaal,  and  firom  tweke  to  fifteen 
feet  1  tni*^. 

Tlie  Uipe  worm  is  far  more  frequent  in 
adults  than  in  children,  and  in  the  do^ 
than  in  the  human  snbicct;  but  it  is  snid 
that  in  the  dog,  and  lu  other  bnitCR,  it  dif- 
fers eomewlwt  from  that  obaerfed  in  the 
human  subject.  It  is  more  common  in 
some  coantriis  than  in  others.  In  &>wit- 
xerland,  die  water  is  rery  bad,  and  the 
tvnia  solium  is  very  common  there:  the 
T.  lata  is  not  so  common. 

EfUoZM.  probab'y  were  originallif  hlcttKM. 
—Now,  as  to  these  wonnii,  it  is  probable 
that  a  great  iininh(  r  of  those  whicli  I  have 
now  been  tipcukiug  uf  as  entuzoa,  really 
came  originally  from  withont  Many  per- 
sons on  goin'j:  to  partieiilnr  y^nrts,  hare 
presently  become  subject  to  worms,  just 
like  other  people  in  that  particular  neigh- 
bourhood. Persons  who  by  accident  have 
dnniV  hiid  water,  have  frequently  from 
that  tune  moiit  decidedly  had  worm.<». 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  tenia  may  be 
Cfmtinnnllv  traced  to  external  sources; 
and  u  itii  re}»pect  to  ascarides,  you  will  see 
n  remarkable  case  pnbliriied  in  the  DnUin 
Transactions,  vol.  ii.  where  a  w  hole  family 
was  infested  with  this  worm,  and  every 
servant  who  came  to  the  house,  after  a 
certain  time,  had  it.  Although  medicine 
were  taken,  yet  nothing  liberated  thp«ie  per- 
sons from  it :  and  at  last  ascarides,  very  si- 
milar, only  alittle  browner,  were  discovered 
in  a  well,  from  which  the  jteople  derived 
all  their  water.  The  family  bad  rmded 
there  many  years,  bnt  they  now  found  it 
necc  v  irv  to  ehanare  their  habitation,  and 
from  that  time  nearly  all  of  tliemlost  their 
worms.  The  race  was  kept  up  in  one  in. 
dividual,  but  the  g>^ter  part  of  the  family 
lost  them  on  eoisinff  to  drink  that  water. 
In  regard  to  ta'uia.  Or.  Darwin  mentions 
that  the  fens  of  Lincolnshire  are  famed  for 
them.  Sir  John  I'rin'j:le  savs,  thnt  the 
lumbrici  are  very  common  in  thercmitteui 
feren  of  marshy  conntries,  and  when  they 
have  been  once  introduced,  it  is  impossible 
to  say  bow  long  they  may  remain :  they 
may  eontinne  for  many  years.  It  appears 
to  1)e  a  fact,  that  they  may  be  transmitted 
from  generation  to  generation.  A  (rcrman 
writer  of  authority  says,  that  be  actually 


found  worms  in  the  intestines  of  a  foetiu. 
This  is  not  at  all  su^*ri^ing,  because  the 

^crms  may  be  easily  transmitted  from  the 
mother  to  the  offspring.  Lamarck,  the 
French  naturalist,  has  found  the  same 
thing.  Tenia  hare  been  seen  in  a  ronddj 
spring,  onlv  mthcr  smaller  than  those  ob- 
served in  hamaa  beings.  \o(i  know  that 
the  lower  animals  are  e^lj  altered  hjp 

pnrticiilnr  circum.stanccs,  anil  tlicnTon-  it 
is  not  surprising  that  a-scaridcs  .>houid  be 
of  a  different  colour  and  siae  in  the  ImmI y 
and  out  of  it — in  wells  and  in  the  livini; 
subject.  I  recollect  being  told  by  a  friend, 
who  had  traTclIed  a  great  deal  in  Syria, 
that  he  drank  some  bad  water,  and  waa 
excccdinuj^ly  ill.  He  did  not  know  what 
was  the  matter  with  him  for  a  week  or  so, 
when  all  at  once,  after  taking  a  good  dose 
of  calonicl,  lie  discliar;i;cd  little  more  than 
a  heap  of  small  maggots.  What  they  were 
he  was  not  naturalist  enough  to  infonn 
me,  bat  he  got  well,  and  his  illness  could 
he  traced  to  this  external  circumstance. 
The  taenia  may  come  from  without,  and 
so  it  would  appear  may  the  ascaride^  and 
iit  all  probability  the  worm  oiUIed  ascaris 
iuuibricoides. 

DMiittt  favourable  to  the  iverene  ef  Worms^ 
—  fletierally  speaking,  these  worms  prevail 
mure  especially  in  proportion  as  the  pa- 
tient is  weak.'  Yon  are  aware  that  p^. 
sons  who  are  exhausted  from  fever,  will 
become  the  subjects  of  vermin.  In  ex- 
treme debility  of  the  constitution,  you  may- 
have  a  patient  cleaned  several  times  a  day, 
and  be  covered  with  a  fresh  croj»  of  vermin. 
So  it  is,  in  general,  within;  the  more 
weakness  there  is  of  Ae  body,  the  m<ire 
the  enf<tzoa  thrive.  Bad  air,  had  food, 
and  the  wuit  of  sun,  will  contribute  to 
their  appeamnce.  I  formerly  mentioned, 
that  when  rabbits  were  kept  in  a  bad  place, 
they  would  become  subject  to  hydatid^. 
Sheep,  in  wet  pastures,  idsu,  become  sub- 
ject to  these  animals. 

Spontanentii  C«imtii>M.— Ttiere  can  be  no 
doubt  that  children  are  much  more  dis- 
po^  to  ascarides  and  to  lombrici  than 
>  tlfiTs;  and  not  only  so,  but  as  aire  ad- 
vances, the  constitution  frequently  becomes 
BO  unfit  for  the  continuance  of  these  worms, 
that  they  are  absolutely  shakm  off  with- 
out any  physic  at  all.  There  can  be  no 
question,  at  least  tlierc  is  none  in  my  mind, 
Imat  children  cease  to  become  the  prey  of 
worms.  Thousands  Imvc  ascarides  when 
tliey  are  young,  and  never  have  them  after- 
wards. This  is  not  so  common  an  occnr> 
rence  in  regard  to  Iiimbrici  as  jLscarides, 
but  the  remark  is  correct  there  to  a  certain 
extent  The  early  period  of  life  seems  to 
favour  these  animals;  why,  I  do  notitaow, 
l)iit  sneh  is  the  fact.  Vou  will  see  «io!ne 
of  these  worms  in  jicrsons  of  the  iujjhest 
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health:  you  ^mU  persons  with  a  «;<>(m1 
culuur  cotnphiuimi;  of  worms,  nud  they 
will  be  able  to  verify  tbeir  assertion. 

St/mpt(*m^. —  ith  rcLTJird  to  the  symp- 
toms, wonnti  soutetiiiKs  produce  the  most 
difltraufiig  effects,  so  as  to  make  life  a 
burden  ;  nrnl  at  other  times,  they  produce 
no  symDtoms  at  ail,  and  a  person  only 
Itnows  that  he  has  wonns,  because  he  die* 
charges  them.  1  have  Men  many  indivi. 
duals  who,  to  their  great  a<;toni.shment, 
discbar;g^d  several  feet  of  tape  worm, 
not  havinit  the  leiut  idea  iireriously  that 

then-     a*;        tliiriu''  the  matter  n  ith  tlicin. 

When  \M)nns  cxihl  in  the  aiiweuUin^ 
eanal,  the  nymptimis  nsnaUy  ate  (I  wiU 
befj^in  with  the  head  and  m>  tUr.vn wards, 
fur  the  sake  of  asi>i.sting  the  memory) 
headache — sometimes  it  is  sharp  headache, 
sometimes  it  is  dull,  and  fre«|uently  there 
is  n  ^tabbinif  of  the  temples;  henviiiess, 
giiidincss,  even  convulsions;  perhaps  re- 
gnlar  epilepsy :  some  au  thors  men  tion  e v  en 
ffiiniu'^  — (It  jiri'-sion  of  RpirilJi.  Tlure  is 
ii  black  circle  aruun  )  the  eyes}  paleness  of 
the  face;  more  or  less  tamldiion  of  the 

up|)erlil»;  great  iteliini,' of  the  nose  ;  foul- 
ness of  the  tongue;  tiiirst;  oflensivcnesji 
of  the  breath ;  palpitation  i  shortuess  of 
breath;  cough,  and  ewen  hemoptvsis. 
Then,  below  the  diaphm^,  anorexia— or 
cxceiuiive  appetite;  naunea;  vomiting;  a 
gnawin?  pain  at  the  scrobiculus  cordis; 
pain  Tliaj»s  all  ov<t  tlie  ah<lomen,  or  in 
vaiu»us  part»  of  it ;  pricking  pain,  too,  io 
the  abdomen— cTcp  tenifemcsa  of  it; 
griping;  purijing,  itehinof  of  the  fiiuda- 
uent  and  %f  the  genitals;  a  discbarge  of 
mucus  Ctnm  the  rectum  ;  feveririmess,  and 
emaciation.  These  arc  the  symptoms 
wliiih  wonns  produce,  but  c»f  eourse  you 
do  not  see  ail  these  in  every  case.  On  the 
Other  hand,  worms  will  exist  in  theali- 
mei)tnn  t  ruial  without  giring  rise  Id  any 
Kymptows  whatever. 

Rxpubiam. — As  to  gettinpr  rid  of  worms, 
in  the  first  plan-  any  brisk  [.urgative  may 
answer  the  purpose.  A  good  dose  of 
calomel  and  jalap  is  an  old  remedy,  and 
a  very  excellent  one.  Sir  John  Pringle 
n^(Ml  to  give  twelve  grains  of  calomel  and 
half  a  draihni  of  rhulmrb.  iSouic  give 
gamboge,  hot  I  do  not  know  its  specific 
pnwrr;  it  produces  nausea,  and  is  not  so 
good  as  calomel  and  jalap. 

Onfraetwit.— But  bealdes  these  lemedles 
for  the  r\]M!l  i(»n  of  worris,  \\c  enii)loy 
others  fur  the  purpose  of  destruction ;  and 
one  of  the  best  Is  nnquesUonably  oil  of 
turpentine.  Inthecase  of  ascaritles.  uhieh 
are  easily  know  from  their  cruw ling  out, 
fW>m  their  appearing  in  the  stools,  and 
from  the  extreme  itching  which  they  cause 
in  the  fff  turn,  it  is  best  to  give  the  oil  of 
turpeniinc  by  injection.  You  thus  send  it 
immediateljr  on  the  parts  wheie  the  wonns 


resiiln,  you  sate  tbe  patient  the  trouble  of 
a  tiitiiy  dose,  uud  you  save  tile  stoumch 
from  great  distnTfaa'nce.  From  a  drachm 
to  half  an  ounce  may  be  given  to  a  child, 
mixed  with  gruel,  and  it  will  oAen  bring 
away  thonssinds.  Adults  will  take  a  larger 
dose  in  nn  injeetirm  —  an  luxnee  f)r  more  ; 
but  perhaps  a  very  large  dose  is  uotso  well. 
It  caoset  ao  much  irritation  that  it  may 
produce  an  immediate  expulsimi  {  it  may 
not  lie  loni^  enough  to  kill  the  worms,  bat 
tliev  may  be  discharged  by  the  intestines. 

In  case  of  other  worms,  the  oil  of  tur- 
pentine should  be  tri^'ii  hr  llie  mouth; 
and  the  duse  then  is  Irom  half  an  ounce  to 
three  ounces.  It  is  best  not  to  give  it  fast- 
ing, lest  it  should  create  sickric  ss  and  be 
lost^  Patients  had  better  take  it  a  couple 
of  honrs  after  some  meal,  and  remain  per- 
fectly quiet,  lert  vomiting  be  induced.  It 
may  be  taken  pure,  the  same  as  a  glass  of 
spirits,  or  in  gruel  or  any  thing  else  which 
tne  patient  chooses.  In  femMcs,  half  an 
onnec  is  generally  a  proper  flose  to  begin 
witli,  and  it  is  seldom  right  tu  give  mure 
than  an  ounce;  bnt  in  men,  if  they  be  not 
particularly  delicate,  it  may  be  right  to 
give  two  ounces.  The  effect  it  generally 
produces  is  that  of  making  the  patient 
sick,  purging  him  violently,  making  him 
giddy,  and  causing  extreme  vertigo.  These 
will  all  go  off,  but  occasionally  it  will  not 
purge  itself  away,  and  therefore  it  is  best 
to  give  a  dose  of  castor  oil,  and  repeat  it 
everv  hour  or  two  till  tbe  medicine  passes 
frecfy.  It  rarely  affects  the  urinary  organs, 
but  sometimes  it  does.  Now  andthcnyou 
will  have  bloody  urine  from  it,  a  frequent 
desire  to  make  water,  and  great  pain ;  but 
in  general  these  effects  do  not  occur,  and 
when  thrv  do  there  is  usually  an  i.liovyn- 
cnw  v,  antl  they  will  occur  from  tbe  small- 
est (loses.  Large  doses  usually  work  them- 
selves off;  but  where  they  do  not,  1  h:\xr 
seen  these  effects.  Where  the  remedy  dt»es 
not  produce  irritation  it  has  been  absorlied, 
and  the  urine  has  smelt  strongly  of  it  for 
several  davs.  I  conclude  that  where  it 
produces  violent  symptoms  there  is  a  Uttlo 
idiosyncracy. 

The  histViry  of  ruir  knowledge  of  this 
medicine  is  ratJjtr  i.virious.  So  far  as  X 
have  read,  it  a]>pears  that  its  use  in  worms 
was  first  mentioiiid  in  1702,  by  a  geiu  rrO 

£nicliliouer,  at  I'utncv,  of  the  name  of 
[adden.  A  man  baa  been  long  accu.<i- 
tomed  to  pass  tape  worm,  and  a  friend  ad- 
vised  him  to  take  oil  of  turpentine,  lie 
took  two  drachms,  and  to  me  great  ast». 
nisliinent  discharged  five  yards  of  tape- 
t%onu  and  several  pieces  afterwards.  At 
the  time  Mr.  Madaen  wrote,  which  was 
three  yeai  s  and  a  half  aAerwartls,  he  was 
fjnite  Wfil.  This  fact  was  Iftst  »iig!i!  <»f^ 
not  in  the  least  attended  to,  tiU  a  paper 
was  published,  in  1911,  in  tbe  lledi<:«s- 
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Cbirurgjcai  i  ransactions,  by  a  physicixui 
at  Dnrham,  giving  an  acccraiit  of  a  sailor. 

He  had  hwn  in  tlif  habit  of  taking  gin  to 
expel  a  lajoiui  but  at  last  it  failed,  and  he 
took  a  glasfl  of  oil  of  turpentine,  thinking 
that  that  was  stronger.  It  was  quite  suc- 
ces-iful.  What  is  vcrr  curious,  after  thi^ 
paper  was  written,  in  1817  some  other 
person  published  a  paper  in  the  Transac- 
tions of  the  I<<>ndnn  Medical  Society, 
where  Mr.  Madden's  account  was  con- 
tained, and  elaimed  the  diftcovery  of  the 
rtmefly.  Tlie  cirr.inistaiue  wa<:  forgotten, 
and  the  Society  allowed  the  second  paper  to 
be  published.  It  is  one  <^ ^e best  remedies 
that  we  have;  it  will  expel  all  .sorts  of 
worms — ascarides,  lumbrici,  trpnia,  and  all 
others.  Of  course  occai^ionally  it  will 
fail ;  but  you  should  give  it  in  large  doses, 
and  take  care  that  it  finds  its  wav  fut. 
Yon  sliould  follow  it  up  with  a  doi>e  uf 
castor-oil  every  two  hoars,  otherwise  the 
]>atient  may  he  hroui,'ht  into  s  iin  danger. 
I  hare  seen  a  degree  of  •hiiitr<"r  j.roduced 
in  a  child,  tnm  inflamaiatiou  of  the  intes- 
tines  coming  on,  bnt  it  went  away  in  a 
few  hours. 

Before  conclucling  the  subject  of  tWnwa 
and  mttmtm^  I  should  state  that  we  arc  not 
ejuito  <HTt!iin  with  regnrd  to  some  oftlicsp, 
whether  thev  deserve  the  name  ectosroa  or 
entoSAa.  Those  that  reside  within,  breed 
within:  rntnznn  liavf  |  nrtirnlar  roi- 
denccs.  Some  invade  the  alimentary  cannl 
generally,  and  others  reside  in  particular 
parts  of  the  canal. 

The  same  thin^:  hns  hern  observed  with 
respect  to  those  which  reside  on  the  sur- 
fiu  f.  Whether  tbqr  have  an  external  ori- 
gin or  not,  we  arc  not  qnite  rrrtain.  Then, 
again,  there  are  some  vermin,  &mall  lice, 
which  live  onlv  in  the  head,  and  it  is  said 
that  thtv  wlu  vnt  thrive  any  where  else. 
There  arc  others  which  live  only  on  the 
botiy ;  and  it  is  said,  that  if  yon  pnt  them 
into  the  hair  of  the  head,  they  die.  These 
hare  been  vulgarly  named  i-i<il>  //>.,  I)iit 
^cie^lifically  they  arc  called  ptiliniii  yuhis. 
Tluy  thrive  only  on  the  pubis, 

<  /">i;r,N-.— 1  sliuuld  mention  that  thei*e 
i>  a  particular  kind  of  Ilea,  very  large,  a 
.sort  of  giant,  which  passes  nnder  the  name 
of  chi^gtr.  This  is  found  particularly 
among  tlie  negnien,  and  is  a  source  of 
great  trouble  to  them ;  Ibr  it  is  so  power* 
fnl,  that  it  gets  nnder  the  skin,  an(I  tlicrc 
burrows,  and  forms  a  ba)^,in  which  it  lays 
its  eggs,  the  result  of  which  is  a  very  tro'u- 
l)ItA(>me  ulcer.  I  had  a  patient  at  St. 
Thomas's  Hospital,  a  year  or  two  nijo, 
who  had  lost  tin-  nail  and  iheexlrcuuty  of 
each  gteat  toe  through  ehiggres.  There 
WRH  a  eiratrix  ru'iiiinr  nt-ross  the  tnc, 
which  bad  been  ociasioiicil  by  tliis  anunai. 
The  negroes  are  rery  expert  at  taking 
them  out,  in  whomsocnrer  they  oecar.  Ti^ 


great  point  is  to  remove  the  bag  entirely; 
n>r  if  any  part  remain,  an  oozing  occurs, 
aivl  nri  g-ood  is  done.  There  i-^  a  sf(»r\  t'dd 
of  a  person  w  ho  was  anxious  u>  have  it  put 
to  the  test,  whether  chiggres  were  a  parti- 
cular sort  of  flea,  or  only  a  variety  of  the 
common  kind,  and  he  then  t'ure  let  «mo 
which  had  got  under  the  skin  go  on  bur- 
rowing, in  order  that  he  nug&t  observa 
their  increa'ie  and  habits.  The  conse- 
quence was  not  only  a  troublesome  ulcer, 
but  mortification.  'A  gentleman  who  has 
been  niiu  h  in  the  West  Inflii  s  is  of  opi- 
nion  (I  do  not  know  whether  he  has  any 
real  ground  for  It)  that  that  kind  of  ele- 
phantiasis which  is  called  Barbwlve^  Ifg, 
in  which  the  skin  ht comes  exceedingly 
hypertr<i]>lued,  and  tliat  disease  of  the 
scrotum  in  which  the  skin  and  the  subja- 
cent cellular  mcmbnxnr  are  e\ce<sivelv 
hypertrophied  (just  such  a  case  a:»  (acurrcfl 
in  the  Chinese  at  On^*s  Hospital),  all 
ari-e  from  fhiixsrres.  H hi  ther  he  is  rij^ht 
in  his  opinion,  I  will  not  pretend  to  nay  , 
but  he  is  a  man  of  rexr  careful  obserratioo. 

OiAflp  Htmtdia, — The  oil  of  turpcntina 
has  been  pnrticHlarly  ns4«d  in  the  ca«c 
of  tapeworm  in  the  intestines ^  but  it  is 
equally  good  in  the  case  of  other  kinds  of 
worms. 

The  duliehos  pniriens,  or  cow  itch,  has 
beai  used  partienliarly  against  the  lum" 
briti ;  and  the  he'-t  aee<iunt  T  ean  irjvr  you 
of  that  remedy  is  to  be  found  in  a  worit 
by  a  general  practitioner  of  the  name  of 
Chamberlain,  which. was  written  some 
years  ago.  The  pnhes  of  the  dnliehi>s,  the 
small  spicula',  are  j>crajH"d  off,  aud  uiadc 
into  an  electuary,  and  the  electnan  may 
be  given  in  almost  any  quantity.  T  have 
found  the  oil  of  turpentine  .so  efhcacious, 
that  I  hare  not  had  much  recourse  to  cow 
it<h;  hut  "Mr.  Chamberlain  mentions  that 
you  may  give  a  large  quantity  of  it.  A 
woman  at  St  Thomas's  Hospital  took  a 
drachm  of  the  pul)e8  of  dolichos  twice  a 
day,  for  five  day  ,  and  afterwards  a  jtun^. 
tive  was  given  to  licr.  The  proju  r  mode 
of  exhibiting  it  is  in  an  eteetuary,  made  of 
senna  or  treacle.  As  gorwl  a  mode  t)f  ex- 
hibiting it  as  you  can  adopt  is  to  tliieken 
it  to  a  proper  consistency  with  treacle,  and 
let  the  patii  nt  take  a  tea-spoonfnl  of  it 
two  or  three  limes  a  day.  You  should  oc- 
si Anally  give  a  purgative.  It  appears  to 
do  no  hann:  the  only  inconvenience  which 
my  patient  experienced  was  a  tingling  in 
the  mouth}  but  when  it  had  (mce  got  into 
the  alimetttary  canal,  no  further  unpleasant 
sjrmptcvm  arose.  The  hark  of  pomeirranatc 
root  has  also  been  particularly  recom- 
mended. Half  a  drachm  may  be  given 
every  half  hour  till  vertigo  is  prodnred. 
You  will  fiud  a  good  account  of  this  in  tho 
tlth  voiumo  of  tho  ]lfedlco-Chirafi|jcal 
Tmnsactions.   It  has  Hwclfeet  of  prodnc- 
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ing  gidiliness,  sickness,  convulsions,  pain 
in  the  head,  and  purging.  There  is  no 
rule  of  course  for  the  quantity  that  will 
produce  this,  and  therefore  it  is  well  to 
give  half  H  draehm  of  the  l):irk  )i<)\vd(  rtd 
every  half  hour  in  some  water,  till  Llie  pa. 
tient  bepnuB  to  feel  uvkne«s,  or  it  purges 
liiin.  It  is  for  the  tenia  thnt  this  is  ])urti 
cularly  recommended,  and  there  can  be  no 
dottbt  at  all  of  its  virtue.  These  are  the 
only  tilings  Willi  which  f  am  practically 
acquaiiiti  il.  Stet  l  hiings  have  been  men- 
tioned.  uiui  u  woman  <»m,'c  took  an  ounce 
and  n  half  in  a  day,  which  was  pui^id  off 
with  n  enilia;  tic,  but  without  any  sensible 
effect  whatever. 

Yon  will  6ttA  in  booiu  on  materia  me- 
dico, a  nunibor  of  nio<li(  iTU  S  rceommcudcd. 
The  bark  and  shoot«  of  the  Imstard  cabbage- 
tree  and  feni  have  been  partienlarly  t»pi»kcn 
of  us  a  remedy  for  taenia.  Indian  pink, 
which  is  an  acrid  )i!«rr«itir,1msundotibttdly 
l)cen  useful.  You  n\  ill  liu»l  a  curious  cii.sc  in 
the  second  volume  of  the  Tnuuactions  of 
the  Collim-  I  )■  Fhvsirians  of  a  innn  mIio 
took  two  pounds  of  common  salt  in  four 
pints  of  water,  and  by  that  means  got  rid 
of  an  immense  nnnilKT  of  a^caridi's.  It  is 
well  know  n  that  salt  is  rather  a  prcscna- 
ttve  against  wormfl.  The  flukes  which  are 
fonnd  in  sheep  come,  it  would  ai>[>ear, 
frttm  stagnant  water;  and  it  is  sain,  that 
by  giving  the  sheep  plenty  of  salt,  you 
may  prevent  them  from  beeoming  the  vic- 
tims of  fluke. 

Electricitv  has  been  employed,  the  pass- 
ing of  shocks  thnmgh  the  abdomen,  and 
now  and  then  a  worm  has  conic  awoy :  it 
has  been  rendered  uneasy,  and  has  endea- 
voured to  escape. 

But  besides  those  means  which  are  ne 
cessary  to  expel  the  worms,  it  is  of  the 
highest  importance  to  restore  the  health. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  worms  derange 
the  health,  and  if  you  can  t^et  rid  of  them, 
health  will  return }  but  they  are  freuucutly 
pieeent  on  account  of  bad  hmlth,  axra  there- 
fore it  is  nccessarv  to  »  \i»ol  thiin  by  com 
mon  purgatives,  which  often  answer  very 
well ;  but  at  the  same  time  you  most  en- 
dcavonr  bv  all  the  means  in  your  power  to 
restore  the  healtli ;  to  take  care  that  the 
patient  has  wholesome  food;  and  to  put 
the  digestive  oi^^ans  into  the  best  order  you 
can.  If  this  be  done,  yon  ^^  ill  frequently 
find  worms  disappear  without  any  other 
means  being  employed. 

Sp,„itaurflui  Ce^iufion.  —  Without  f^iving 
any  purgative  medicines  whatever — with- 
out doing  any  thing  to  expel  or  destroy 
wnnns,  Ton  will  find  in  a  great  number  of 
cases  where  children  have  become  their 
prey,  they  will  spontaneously  c^isc. 
Children  are  far  more  subject  to  ascarides 
and  liimbrici  than  adults,  luid  a  c:rr;tt  nnm 

ber  of  children  have  them  at  a  particular 


time;  but  as  puberty  arrives,  the  constitu 
tion  is  less  favouranle  as  a  liabitntion  for 
worms,  and  they  cease  ^poutailcuuslv. 
Must  of  us  have  been  freed  from  worms 
spontaneously,  allhcnigh  thty  may  have 
been  a  great  torment  to  us  at  tlie  younj^r 
period  of  life. 

ST/^f)  V617.E.— One  kind  of  worm,  you 
will  recollect  I  mentioned,  was  found  in'tiie 
bladder,  and  this  is  called  the  <f  rougtfU.  Dr. 
Davis,  of  this  University, 4mce  shewed  me  a 
phial,  <-t)nta!ninu  a  Inrs-c  tmnibcr  of  them, 
nil  cricping  about  in  full  iuiuuation,  which 
came  from  a  lady's  bladder :  she  had  dis- 
charm-d  u  lurq-e  quantity  o(  them  for  a 
considerable  time.  Mr.  Lawrence  has  de- 
acfibed  a  corioua  caseof  this  deicription  in 
one  of  the  volumes  of  the  IMedico  Cliirur- 
gical  Transactions,  in  which  from  800  to 
IWX)  of  these  wonns  were  discharged  from 
the  bladder  in  about  a  year.  Some  of 
these  were  an  iiuli  in  Imijtli.  They  were 
very  hard  and  lirni.  1  iiese  worms  cause 
great  irritation,  a  fteqnent  desire  to  make 
water,  and  Mimetimcs  bloody  urine.  Tn 
the  hfth  volume  of  the  Metliod  Essays, 
which  is  a  very  excellent  work,  there  is  an 
instance  of  oiic  an  inch  in  lengtli,  and  as 
broad  as  the  smallest  pari  of  a  needle.  It 
was  dischurgetl  after  having  produced 
bloody  urine  for  many  years.  What  could 
be  done  in  a  ease  of  this  descriplion  I  do 
not  know.  Whether  turiwntinc  given  b^ 
the  mouth  would  answer,  is  doubtful:  it 
Would  find  its  way  to  the  urinary  organs^ 
because  it  impregnates  the  urine,  but 
whether  in  sufficient  quantity  to  destroy 
the  worm,  I  do  not  know.  W  hether  it 
wrnild  be  right  to  inject  the  bladder  i  can- 
not tell;  but  lirst  1  should  try  an  injection 
of  olive  oil,  just  as  I  shouhl  kill  •  flea  in 
thv  r-AT.  Whether  these  n  onns  are  formed 
in  the  bladder,  or  come  trom  the  kidneys, 
I  do  not  know  t  the  point  is  not  yet  deter- 
mined. 

These  are  ail  the  observations  that  I 
have  to  make  upon  the  abdomen  properly 
so  called.  I  shall  ne«t  treat  of  diseases  of 
the  urinary  oi^ns,  commencing  with 
inflammation  of  the  kidney. 


ON  TBB 

NATURE  OF  SLEEP. 
By  a.  P.  W.  Philip,M.D.  F.Il,8.L.fcE.&c. 
ItcMl  befors  the  Boial Society.  March  7,  183^ 

Thkbb  is  no  question  relating  to  the  liv- 
ing animal  which  involTes  a  more  genctal 
view  of  its  phenomena  than  the  nntnre  of 
sleep,  and,  probablv  for  ibis  rtaboa,  none 
re»i>ecting  which  opu^oiwait  mow  vaguo 
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and  un<atisfi\ctory.  I  propose  to  review 
these  various  phenomena,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  organs  in  which  its  im- 
mediate cause  exists,  the  laws  on  which  it 
depends,  and  the  effects  it  has  on  those 
parts  of  the  system  which  are  not  concern- 
ed in  its  production. 

We  can  perceive  no  final  cause  of  the 
alternation  of  watchfulness  and  sleep,  but 
tach  as  has  Its  origin  in  the  imperfection 
of  our  nature.  The  end  of  life  is  enjoy- 
ment ;  and  as  sleep,  if  we  may  not  rej^ard 
it  as  a  positive  evil,  prevents  uniformity  in 
the  accomplishment  of  this  end,  to  say  no- 
thing of  the  occasional  inconveniences 
which  attend  it,  were  we  as  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  principles  of  the  animal,  as  we 
are  with  those  of  the  solar  system,  we 
should  probably  find  that  this  defect  is,  in 
the  nature  of  thing*,  as  unayoidable,  as  the 
recurrence  of  darkness  an<l  a  decree  of  eold 
which  benumbs,  and  of  heat  which  over- 
powers our  faculties. 

Wo  shall  never,  peilwpe,  be  able  to  tell 
why  certain  organs  are  capable  of  con- 
stantly maintaining  their  functions,  while 
others  require  intervals  of  repose ;  but  it  is 
not  di(K<  tilt  to  perceive  the  necessity  of  the 
former  part  of  the  arrangement,  because 
the  permanent  functions  are  those  on 
■which  the  life  of  the  animal  immediately 
depends,  the  intervals  of  repose  belonging 
to  those  alone  which  arc  the  means  of  in- 
tercourse with  the  world  that  surrounds 
himt  and  which  therefore  have  no  direct 
tendency  to  destroy  life. 

In  tracing  the  relation  of  thenervons 
and  muscular  .systems  in  the  last  paper  I 
presented  to  the 'Society,  I  bad  occasion  to 
recal  to  their  recollection  the  different  re. 
lations  which  the  muscles  of  voluntary  and 
inviduntary  motion  )>car  to  the  nervous 
system,  and  to  point  out  that  the  two  sets 
of  nerves,  which  form  the  medium  of  con- 
nexion between  the  active  parts  of  that 
KV-stcni,  and  these  classes  of  muscles,  obey 
cfiflerent  laws ;  the  one  conveying  the  In- 
fluence of  only  certain  parts  of  the  brain 
and  spinal  marrow,  the  other  conveying 
And  combining  that  of  the  whole  of  these 
orcra'is.  The  former,  it  is  now  to  be  ob- 
sencd,  while  they  arc  associated,  on  the 
Oiiehand,  with  the  organs  «if  sense  and  the 
mnsclcs  of  voluntary  motion,  are  asso- 
ciated, on  the  other,  with  those  parts  of 
the  brain  and  spinal  marrow  on  which  the 
mental  functiomi  depend*;  the  hitter, 
gamely,  the  nerves  which  arise,  as  far  as 
we  can  ascertain  by  experiment,  from  all 
parts  of  those  organs,  being  associated,  on 
the  one  band,  with  all  those  parr  ,  ain!  on 


*  It  hnn  been  Rhown  pipvriineDtally  In  toy  Ib« 
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the  other,  with  the  muscles  of  involuntary 
motion  and  the  oigans  on  which  life  im- 
mediately depends. 

Thus  we  find  in  the  more  perfect  ani. 
mnls  two  systems  in  a  great 'leirree  <1i«tinrt 
from  each  other ;  the  former  may  be  termed 
tiw  sensitive  system,  that  by  which  Chej 
perceive  and  act,  and  consequently  are 
connected  with  the  external  world;  the 
latter  the  vital  system,  that  by  which  their 
existence  is  maintained.  To  understand 
the  nature  of  sleep,  we  must  determine  the 
properties  jieculiar  to  each  of  those  sys- 
tems whidi  have  relation  to  that  state, 
and  the  manner  in  which  each  is  capable 
of  influencing  the  other. 

When  the  reasoning  powers  are  faticrued 
by  continued  attention,  ihi  fi  clings  by  the 
excitement  of  the  passions,  the  eye  by  the 
exercise  of  sight,  the  ear  by  that  of  hear, 
ing,  the  muscles  of  voliintan  nu»tion  by 
powerful  and  repeated  ci>n tractions,  &c. 
the  on^aiis  of  all  these  fhnctions  cease  to  be 
excited.  In  order  again  to  excite  them, 
either  stronger  stimulants  must  be  em- 
ployed,  or  they  must  be  refreshed  by  re- 
pose, during  which,  the  functions  of  lifSs 
still  eontimiincf,  their  flue  fl('_rrfc  nffxrit-a- 
biiity  is  restored;  and  tbey  thus  again  be- 
come sensible  to  ^e  usual  stimulants  of 
life. 

The  operation  of  this  law  in  the  sensi- 
live  system  may  he  observed  under  all  de- 
greet  of  excitement.  c  ( ;in  peroeive  a 
very  sensible  effect  frf>m  slighter  degrees  of 
exhaustion  than  that  which  produces  sleep. 
After  sleep  there  is  a  vigour  which  gra- 
dually  declines  till  we  sleep  again  ;  so  that 
every  degree  of  excitement  is  followed  by 
its  corresponding  degree  of  exhanstioii. 
This  law  of  our  frame  is  so  pr«  valent,  that 
physiologists  have  generally  regarded  it 
OS  belonging  to  every  part  of  the  system  ; 
but  any  dcgiee  of  excitement  which  pro- 
duces weanness,  must,  by  a  certain  conti- 
nuance of  it,  produce  inability.  It  is  evi- 
dent, therefore,  that  were  the  organs  of  life 
to  obey  this  law,  a  total  failure  of  thvir 
functions  must  soon  ensue.  The  sensitive 
system  Is  restored,  becanse  the  powers  <^ 
life  remain  ;  Imt  if  these  [n >\s crs  stifTcr  a 
similar  exhaustion,  by  what  means  can 
their  restoration  be  effected  ?  This  ronsi. 
deniiion  alone  might  have  convinced  phy- 
si<*ic><rists  that  their  exdtementis  rq^iated 
by  other  laws. 

It  is  evident,  indeed, that  the  circulation 
continues  nninterniiitedlv  ,  hut  this  has 
l»een  explained  by  supposing  that  the  heart 
and  vessels  during  the  intervals  of  their 
eontmcti(ms  recover  their  excitability,  the 
exhaustion  of  which,  during  each  contrac- 
tion, has  been  regarded  as  the  cause  of  the 
relaxation  which  succeeds  it. 

'Phi's  thoory  appcarcfl  tf»  npf>l\  well  to  the 
heart,  liccausc  during  the  iutcrvalii  of  ita 
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contractions  the  stimulus  which  excites  it 
is  removed  ;  but  b<^w  flu--?  it  apply  to  the 
vessels  from  whicii  tia-  sUmuius  in  never 
removed,  and  which  can  support  the  mo- 
ti  ll  of  the  blood,  as  has  been  ascertained 
by  uianv  experiments,  independently  of  the 
mart  *  f  An  or^n  exlunuited  by  the  ac- 
tion of  aii\  stiimilLLnt  will  never  recoverits 
excitability  under  tlie  operation  of  the 
same  agent  which  has  exhausted  it.  The 
ICtiM  will  never  recover  under  the  same 
degree  of  light  wliirh  lias  impaired  its 
power,  nor  the  nerve  i>i  tlie  ear  under  the 
same  degrce  of  sound. 

A  very  siinj)le  exp»'rimcnt,  liowever,  de- 
monstrates that  the  theory  is  as  erroneous 
with  respect  to  the  heart  as  the  vessels. 
If  in  ii  newly  (Iciul  animal  a  ligature  be 
thrown  around  the  arteries  atta(  hed  to  the 
bear",  so  that  it  continues  gorged  with 
blood,  its  con  tractions,  Although  ineffec- 
tual, still  continue  to  occur  with  the  same 
regularity  as  before  the  ligature  was  ap- 
plied. When  salt  is  sprinkled  on  the 
m'.ircles  of  the  newly  dead  animal,  the  ef- 
fect is  not  permanent  contraction  suc- 
ceeded by  penMment  lelaxatioil,  but  a 
constant  succession  of  contnution^i  and 
relaxations,  notwithstanding  the  conti. 
nued  application  of  the  same  stimulant, 
till  their  power  is  exhausted. 

An  experiment  suggested  by  Dr  VV»>1 
Itiston,  und  with  which  he  used  to  auiusc 
his  friends,  atrikinf ly  illvstnitet  the  inter, 
rtipted  nature  of  muscular  contnu-tion, 
even  where  it  is  as  nearly  permanent  as 
the  natare  of  the  mnscle  in  its  healthy 
state  admits  of  f.  If  the  elbows  1r  niadc 
to  rest  on  a  table,  and  the  end  of  a  finger 
of  each  hand  be  pressed  steadily  on  that 
part  of  Che  ear  which  covers  the*  external 
passage,  so  as  to  press  it  down  fnn  ibly  on 
the  end  of  tiiat  passage,  wc  hear  a  rapid 
succession  of  distinct  concassaons.  Tbis 
he  a<ierihi'd  to  our  thus  being  made  sensi- 
ble of  the  motion  of  the  blood  in  the  ves- 
■ela.  Bat  did  it  proceed  from  this  cause, 
the  repetition  of  the  eoneussitins  wnnld 
correspond  with  the  beats  of  the  heart. 
That  It  arises  from  the  rapid  succession  of 
the  (  ntractions  of  the  muscles  of  the  arm, 
by  the  action  of  which  the  ♦"nd  of  the  finger 
•  is  pressed  aguiast  the  car,  may  be  proved 
by  makingr  the  e\i>criraeBt  In  the  follow- 
ing manner.  Let  ttic  arms  rest  on  the  ta- 
ble in  such  a  way  as  to  preie  by  their 
weight  on  the  fingers  which  stop  Che  can, 
care  beinc:  takm  that  the  >topping  of  the 
ears  be  left  to  the  weight  of  the  arms,  and 
in  no  degree  produced  by  the  action  of  die 


*  KxperlmcBtal  Inquiry,  Psrt  II. 

t  We  hnve  reaaon  to  believe  that  In  fipfl«in  the 
mti<*H<  In  ill  a  »l«te  of  pcriuauent  coriractlon, 
n     bly  ibe  caose of  the  psln  wbteli  mUrods  tbfs 


muscles.  When  we  succeed  in  this  at- 
tempt,  all  sense  of  concussion  immetliately 
ceases.  It  will  be  fuuud,  thai  ja!>t  in  pro- 
portion as  wc  succeed  in  jirerenting  the 
action  of  the  inusi-les,  the  noise  abates,  and 
when  wc  perfectly  succe^  ceases  altoge- 
tlwr.  The  anme  property  of  the  muscte 
may  be  made  perceptible  to  another  of  our 
senses.  If  a  bird  be  allowed  to  rest  on  the 
finger,  we  perceive  by  the  finger  its  weight 
alone ;  it  so  balances  itself,  that  the  con- 
tinued action  of  its  muscles  becomes  un- 
necessary. But  if  the  finger  be  moved,  so 
that  the  bird  is  obliged  to  cling  to  it  to 
maintain  its  place,  we  perceive  a  thrill, 
which  consists  of  the  some  rapid  succes- 
sion of  concussions  as  in  the  former  in- 
stance  j  i  i  ceived  by  the  sense  of  hearing. 
The  larger  the  bird  is,  they  areof  coone 
the  more  distinct. 

It  is  c|uite  evident  from  all  that  has  been 
said,  tliat  the  slate  of  the  muscle  is  wholly 
different  in  the  relaxation  which  inter- 
venes between  the  contractions,  frttm  that 
which  has  supi  rvened  whi  ii  the  same  sti- 
mulus can  no  longer  excite  it.  Now  it  ii 
not  the  first  but  tbe  last  of  tbeie  statea, 
which  indioatca any  lott  of  power  in  tiie 
mu  ele. 

The  whole  phenomena  of  the  animal 
body  demonstrate,  tliat  althouc;h  it  la  tiua 
that  a  muscle  may  be  exhausted  by  power- 
lul  and  repeated  contractions,  it  is  not 
mtlqect  to  the  law  which  prevails  in  the 
sensitive  system,  that  all  degrees  of  excite- 
ment are  followed  by  proportional  exhaus- 
tion. 

Thus  it  is  that  the  ninselcs  of  voluntary 
motion  often  suffer  exhaustion,  because, 
being  under  dominion  of  the  will,  thev 
are  frequently  exposed  to  excitement  whicn 
is  excessive  either  in  its  dtgrec  or  duration, 
or  both.  Their  exhaustion  does  not  inter- 
fere  with  health,  and  for  their  restoration 
means  are  provided  in  the  usual  rimclions 
of  tbe  system.  But  the  lunscles  employed 
in  tbe  vital  functions  obi.>  a  better-rega- 
luttd  stimulant,  which  never,  except  in 
disease,  produces  any  degree  of  excitement 
that  impain  their  power.  In  many  die- 
eases  we  SCO  the  cflect  of  such  excitement. 
If  it  does  not  abate  soon, and  we  cannot  by 
artificial  means  in  a  short  lime  reduce  it, 
death  is  alw  ays  tbeeonaequeDoej  and  even 
a  «ihort  continuance  of  it  produces  a  de- 
gree of  debility  that  so  impairs  the  powers 
of  life,  as  to  render  their  re$torati{>n  both 
slow  and  diflicult.  Tlius  it  is  evident  that 
on  the  capability  of  the  muscular  fibre  to 
be  moderately  exdled,  without  suffering 
any  d«ree  of  exhaustion,  life  immediately 
depenns. 

This  property  belongs  equally  to  the 
muscles  of  voluntary  at  those  of  involun- 
tary motion,  the  exemption  of  the  latter 
from  exhaustion  in  the  healthy  state  of 
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the  system  not  arisinij  fri>m  ;mv  pcculiarily 
in  the  nature  of  ih^iie  muscles,  but  fmui 
the  ciivnowtftncee  in  whieh  the>  are  plaeed, 
In  many  dlKasai  we  find  the*  muscles  of 
voluntary  indtion  in  a  state  of  excitement, 
that  is  in  »i  Mule  of  constant  contmcUon 
and  relaxation,  which  ( onstitvtes  their 
«;tatp  of  f\(  itemcnt,  dtiriiii;  all  i»tir  waking 
hours,  that  is,  during  all  tlie  time  that 
Ihoee  parts  of  the  nen^oos  system  with 
\vlii(  h  tlu  v  arc  a^wociated  are  capable  of 
exciting  tbem,  without  a  sense  of  weari- 
ness or  any  other  sign  of  exhanxtion  in 
them.  The  rousdes  of  leqiiratioii,  which 
are,  in  the  strictest  •it-nse,  ir>u<-c  Irs  of  vo- 
luntary muliou arc  in  u  &tatv  of  cum- 
etantly  renewed  and  gentle  excitement 
during  life.  Tt  is  only  in  asthma  and 
other  cases,  where  their  exee»»ive  action  h 
required,  that  they  experience  any  degree 
of  exhaustion. 

Thus  the  mnscular  fibre,  in  its  laws  of 
excitement,  differs  CMentialiy  fVom  the 
other  oii^s  with  which  it  is  asscK-inted  in 
the  sensitive  system.  It  is  neither  like 
them  in  the  healthy  state  cii]>able  of  uni- 
ihnn  excitement,  nor  in  it  are  all  deftrees 
of  fxeitemcnt  fnHoucd  by  pn»porti<itiaI 
exhaustion.  But  iu  the  vital  system,  al- 
thoofth  all  its  otiier  parts  are  capable  of 
tmifiinn  i  \(  iti  in*  iit,  the  niu'-i  ular  fibrr  i> 
not  the  only  organ  in  which  ccrtaiu  de- 
grees of  excitement  are  unattended  by  ex. 
naiistioD.  The  nunc  is  true  hoth  of  the 
gnnpli»»nic  nrrvi"i  and  those  orgnnn  of  the 
brain  and  spiuai  uiarrow  from  which  they 
derive  their  power,  and  which,  it  appean 
fntm  direct  rxpcrimcnt,  are  distribufod 
throughout  the  whole  cxteut  of  the  brain 
and  spinal  marrow. 

The  wcrt'tint:  orcans  indicd,  as  well  as 
those  of  circulation,  are  lesi  rigorous  in 
sleep  than  in  our  waking  hours;  but  this, 
we  shall  find,  be>ides  that  a  dimini.shed 
exeitptncnt  cannot  r<.sti»re  impel rt-d  excita- 
bility, but  must,  in  proportion  to  its  de- 
giee,  stUl  add  to  the  exhaiietieii,  is  the  ne. 
eessary  consequence  of  causes  very  difltTi  nt 
from  their  partaking  uf  the  exhaustion 
which  prevails  in  the  sensitive  ■vstem.  It 
is  ill  disciLsc  alone  that  they  sultt  r  nnv  de- 

Srec  of  exhaustion,  whicK  in  them  pro- 
uees  adiffMvnt  siMPcies  of  debilitv,  not  an 
exhauRtion  anali^ous  to  that  of  UM  sensi- 
tive syMem ;  which  it  is  e»en  a  mmns  of 

f»reuiiliuK',  by  impeding  tlie  functions  of 
ifc,  and  thuN  indirectly  proving  a  cause  of 
irritation  to  this  system. 

It  appears  from  all  that  has  been  said, 
that  in  the  eeiuiCive  system  alone  we  And 
organs  capal)li'  of  rxbaustion  from  all  de- 
grees of  excitement,  and  the  exhaustion  of 
which  is  eondstent  with  a  state  of  health, 
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namely,  tlio  nrr^es  of  this  sjrstem,  nnd 
thohe  part^  of  the  brain  and  spinal  marrow 
with  which  they  are  associated;  but  it  ia 

a  necessary  inferrnrt-,  from  the  facts  stated 
in  the  last  paper  i  had  the  honour  to  lay 
before  the  Society,  that  the  former  of  tbc«e 
only  ob^  the  latter.  To  the  latter  ahmc^ 
therefore,  we  must  lo  ik  for  the  exln»?is!t«>|i 
which  is  the  immedmte  cause  of  i>l«jeL>. 

The  parts  of  the  brain  and  !«i»inai  mar<^ 
nivv-  ^\  hilb  are  uss4K*iated  with  the  nerves 
and  muscles  of  the  sensitive  system,  gra< 
du.ally,  from  the  effect  of  Ihe  usual  stimu. 
lants  of  life,  xuffer  micIi  a  degree  of  exhaum. 
tion  that  those  stimulants  can  no  longer 
excite  them;  uud  thiir  functions,  unless 
ttm^fet  stimulants  be  applied,  necessarily 
cea.se.  Imprpvsions  from  cxti-nial  obj(  rts 
consequently  are  no  longer  periH-ived,  and 
therefore  cannot  produce  their  nsnal  eifeeta 
either  on  niintl  «»r  l>«>dy.  'rhii>.  tlic  cxpi  ti. 
diture  of  excitability  in  those  {tarts  of  the 
brain  and  spinal  mamiw,  and  eunaeqvently 
in  the  nerves  and  mmi^cK's  whose  fiici  tians 
depend  on  then),  bring  arrested,  tin-  vital 
functions  Ktill  continuing,  Kueh  an  uccu- 
malation  of  it  tak<  «*  place  in  all  these  or. 
gans  as  ni^^ain  reiide  is  chrni  sensible  to  the 
usuiil  Hiiiuulauts  of  life,  and  the  activity 
of  the  sennitive  system  is  reatoned. 

On  till'  I  arts  of  tli>  I  vain.  ariil.  in  some 
aniniul»,  of  the  spinal  marrow,  as  I  hate 
already  had  occasion  to  obiervr,  wiiieh  are 
associated  with  the  nerves  and  muscles  d 
the  .sensitive  system,  the  mental  funetii»o« 
depend,  ileucc  the  phenouietm  af  drtam' 
ing,  on  whif^  I  shall  nuke  a  few  observe 
tions,  immediatel\  emineeted  with  the 
otlier  parts  of  thiK  pa|)er,  alter  c«insidering 
the  manner  in  which  tiM  vital  is  jninaneel 

by  the  state  of  the  scusilivi'  systt  ui  in  slrrp. 

W  e  are  now  to  ctmsidcr  the  effects  of 
sleep  on  those  organs  which  have  no  share 
in  its  pn»di)(  tioii. 

One  of  tlie  most  imjx»rtunt  cireum- 
stanceb  relating;  to  the  8Uile  of  lite  sensitive 
sTstem  in  slet  ]<  is  tiiat  It  la  never  ao  com. 
pb  te  ru  ler  all  circunistunccs,  to  pro., 
veui  Its  excitement.  On  this  alone  it  da. 
pends,  wa  shall  find,  that  it  haa  no  Altai 
tendency.  The  degree  of  vnsihility  >\  hich 
remains'  in  slee|),  is  the  distinguishing 
mailt  between  it  and  the  toruor  of  disc«ac. 
Tliat  sleep  alone  is  healthy  rrom  which  w» 
are  ea.sily  roused.  If  our  futit;ue  has  been 
such  as  to  render  it  mure  profound,  it  par- 
takes uf  disease;  that  i^,  a>  will  appear 
more  eli  arly  from  what  1  shall  have  vcm 
&IOII  to  nay  of  the  diflerent  species  apo- 
plexy, the  vital  system  paitalee  of  tlm 
debility,  or  s<jine  >  i  is  operating  which 
pnrvents  the  restoration  of  the  seaiitiw 
system. 

Distinct  as  the  vital  and  sensltlvt  eya. 
tcnu  jux*,  we  know  that  mil  her  can  long 
survive  the  other.    In  a  paper  which  ap. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Da,  A.  p.  W.  PHILIP  ON  THE  NATURE  OF  SLEEP. 


j.cnrel  in  tlie  Philosophical  Transactions 
for  i82y,  1  stated  or  referred  to  thu  facts 
which  prore  that  iu  all  modes  of  d«ath, 
except  the  most  sadden,  toning  fh»in 
causes  which  so  impress  the  nervous  svs- 
tem  as  iusiuntly  to  destroy  all  the  I'unc- 
tions,  those  of  the  sensitiFC  sjrstem  Are  the 
first  wliit  li  cease.  The  uiiimnl  only  dies 
when  his^  meaus  of  enjoyment  and  inter 
coarae  with  the  world  which  surrountis 
liim,  lonsfcr  exist;  this  c^msequence  is 
constant,  and  never  lonif  delayed.  It  is  ne- 
cessary, therefore,  to  a  clear  \  iew  of  the 
state  (»f  the  fnnetions  of  the  animal  hod/ 
in  sleep,  to  determine  tlie  bonds  of  nnion 
between  tlie  sensitive  and  vital  systems,  at 
first  view  so  distinct,  whidi  render  their 
existener,  except  for  A  TCty  limited  time, 
inseparable. 

That  the  sensitive  cannot  exist  inde. 
pendciitly  of  the  vitJil  system,  is  evident, 
on  the  slij^htest  eonsiderntion ;  but  the  de 
pendencc  of  the  latter  on  the  f<»nner  is 
mnob  less  so.  The  lacts  stated  in  the  pa- 
per  just  referred  tn,  prove  that  in  the  in.  rr 
perfect  animals,  il»e  function  of  respira- 
tion, beinir  the  only  vital  fraction  triiich 
requires  the  c  >  np,  ration  of  the  sensitive 
system^  is  here  the  Ijond  of  union.  It  ap- 
pears from  those  fact*;,  that  the  muscles  of 
respiration  are,  in  the  strictest  sense,  mus- 
cles of  voluntan,'  motion,  the  excitement  of 
which  consequently  depends  on  thepowers 
of  that  system.  When  the  power  of  sensa- 
tion wholly  ce&Hcs,  we  cerise  to  breathe. 

80  confused  hare  been  the  ideas  of  phy. 
dolcgisis  <m  this  part  of  the  subject,  that 
to  aceount  for  the  continued  action  of  the 
mosdes  of  respiration,  and  their  intimate 
connexion  with  the  vital  system,  they  liave 
supposed  a  third  class  of 'muscles  partak- 
ing of  the  nature  of  l)o  fi  tli-  .trfu  r*  ,  ?»if>^r 
of  voluntary  and  involunt.ii v  motion,  to 
which  it  lias  l)een  alleir^d  the  mnseles  of 
rcvi.irnti'.n  helonif.     If  this  l»e  the  ease, 
tiicsc  muscles  must  change  their  nature 
cvary  instant,  becanse  tfiey  are  the  same 
muscles  v>  h\ch  are  employed  in  a  thousand 
other  acts  uuivertally  acknowledged  to  be 
mere  acts  of  volition;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  when  powerful  causes  impede  the 
breathing,  all  the  muscles  of  the  trunk  are 
cmploved  in  this  function.    Besides,  the 
facts  which  have  been  laid  before  the  So- 
ciety prove  not  only  that  tin n  is  no  *neh 
clivsh  t)f  mu<icles  as  that  here  supposed,  but 
that  the  laws  of  excitability  are  the  same 
in  all  muscles,  the  diflVrence  between  the 
muscle*  of  voluntary  and  iut oltintary  mo- 
tion dependittf  whollv  on  the  nature  of 
their  functions,  and  the  circumstances  in 
which  they  are  placed.    The  nervou't  in- 
fltience,  althongh  equally  capable  of  in- 
fluencing both,  is  supplied  to  them  in  dif- 
ferent ways,  and  for  different  pnrpo«5cs,  the 
UMial  luucUons  of  the  uiumUi*  of  lolun 


taiy  wholly,  of  involuntajry  motiou  in  no 

degree,  depending  f>n  that  system.  The 
action  of  the  muscles  of  respiration  couti- 
nnes  daring  sleep,  beeanse  tne  exhaturtion 
of  tbf  sensitive  system  is  not  complete, 
and  the  cause  which  intiuences  this  system 
in  their  excitement,  continues  in  onr  sleep- 
ing as  well  as  waking  hours;  and  the  .same 
is  tnie  of  all  ntlier  niu->i  b  s  of  voluntary 
motion,  us  fur  as  iljc  causes  wliidi  induce 
ns  to  excite  them  are  applie  l.  In  the 
smindest  sleep  we  move  onr  limbs  if  their 
postunr  be  rendered  uneasy.  Arc  we  not 
obliged  to  priuud  afFainst  these  canses  in 
sleep,  else  the  nioiiuns  they  would  i-mdui  e 
would  quickly  rouse  us.  Those  of  respira- 
tion are  too  gentle  to  produce  this  effect 

The  only  change  wnich  takes  place  in 
the  notion  of  the  nntseles  of  respiration 
during  sleeit  iM,  that  iu  proportion  as  the 
sensibility  is  impaired,  they  are  excited 
les>i  nn  lily,  and  the  act  of  respiration  is 
Uius  rendered  less  frequent,  a  more  power- 
All  application  of  thecanse  being  required ; 
the  <onseqncnce  of  which  is,  lliat  when 
they  arc  excited,  the  air  is  drawn  in  with 
greater  force ;  hence,  and  from  the  relaxa- 
tion which  is  apt  to  take  place  daring 
sleep  in  the  parts  ab^>ut  the  fanees,  tlic 
cauM:  of  sniiriug  •.  Thus  wc  generally  ob- 
serve that  the  snoring  is  the  louder  the 
slower  the  breathing,  that  is,  the  relaxa- 
ti(m  of  the  fauces  being  the  same,  the  more 
profbnnd  the  sleep.  The  londest  snoring 
r  I'vrr  ^leard,  so  loud  as  to  startle  the  at- 
tendants, was  in  the  last  ten  minutes  of 
the  liib  of  a  person  who  die  I  of  a  disease 
of  the  brain  imfmiring  tlie  sensibility,  and 
who  only  breathed  three  or  fonr  times  dar- 
ing that  s]>aee. 

The  other  changes  observed  in  the  vital 
•^vstem  in  sleep,  are  (n  ideiitly  the  con^e 
quence  of  the  diminished  fre<|uency  of  re- 
spiration.  This  necessarily  produces  a 
j>roportional  diminution  in  tlic  frequency 
of  the  pulse ;  the  properties  of  the  bloo<l 
being  less  frequently  renovated  in  the 
lungs,  it  less  readily  excites  the  hcut  and 
vessels,  and  the  diminished  force  of  circu- 
lation is  as  neeessariiy  attended  with  a  di- 
minished formation  of  the  secreted  fluids. 
This  --tnte  of  the  vital  organs,  in  its  turn, 
influences  the  sensitive  system,  and  thus 
the  sleep  is  rendered  more  profound. 
While  health  continues,  howcv*  r,  tlie  \  itul 
powers  are  never  sufficiently  impaired  to 

}»revent  the  perfect  restomtlon  of  those 
hnotions  by  which  the  animal  b  agaia 


•  Sacb  fact*  nre  nddurvd  in  th<?  j«nper  lust  re- 
ferred to  n«i,  I  believe,  will  bf  ndniMttd  to  prove 
ll  at  r .'s J.  iratlnn  ii  at  all  time*  an  .ict  of  volilit)n, 
i-XLiUd  by  tlic  KCHsnlion  rau$id  liy  thi-  want  of 
fri"»li  uir  ill  tJif  luiiK--  -1  !l  >■  inore  the  Kerisibl- 
tUy  l«  impaired,  the  wmn  niuNt  be  allowed  to  be- 
coroe  Ihe  grvatcr,  hs  vtdet  to  esHle  the  effort 
whlikmriiurtt  it. 
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titled  I'iir  inlcTcuurse  with  the  external 
world. 

The  foregoing  positions  are  well  illus- 
trated hy  the  symptoms  of  apoplexy,  in 
whidi  II  cftu«e  eiusti  that  prevents  this  re* 

storation,  and  which  consequently  point 
out  to  u%  in  a  more  striking  manner  the 
influence  of  the  sensitive  on  the  vital  sys- 
tern.  Here  we  find,  that  in  pn»portion  ns 
the  seuKibility  fails,  the  n  spiratioTi .  find 
with  it  the  pulse,  (onuauc  to  bccunie 
slower;  and  wnen  it  has  failed  altogether, 
so  that  no  cau^e  of  irritation  can  excite 
any  seosationi  the  respiration  ceases,  and 
the  loss  of  circnlation  soon  follows.  In 
this  way  the  patient  dies  in  sanguineous 
apoplexy,  where  the  cau«?c  of  derangement 
is  a  gradually  increasing  pretsnre  on  the 
brain,  in  consequence  of  which  its  scnsi. 
bility  is  nt  Icnijth  extingui^^ht'd.  Here 
there  iis  no  original  disease  of  the  vital  or- 
gans. Could  the  sensihility  be  sofficieotly 
maintained  to  preserve  a  due  freqnenry  nf 
respiration,  and  nourishment  from  time  to 
time  be  introduced  into  the  stomach,  life 
would  go  on  as  in  sleep,  till  the  increasing 
affection  of  the  brain,  extending  from  the 
senftitive  to  the  vital  parts  of  that  (»rguii, 
so  deranged  the  assimUatiiig  processes  as 

to  destroy  life  i'f  f!iis  way. 

The  Hccumuiation  of  phlegm  in  the 
lungs  in  apoplexy  arises  fn»m  these  pro- 
cesses beiTic;  deranged  hy  the  failure  of 
nervous  inlluenec.  I  have  repeatedly,  in 
apoplexy,  removed  this  accumulation  of 
phlegm,  the  brcatliing  bceoniing  as  free  as 
in  health,  by  causing  voltaic  electricity  to 
pasi  through  the  lungs  in  the  direcUon  of 
their  nerves.  This,  it  is  evident,  can  have 
tm  direet  ti'ndeney  lr»  rrmnve  the  disease, 
ullhough  by  it^  naan.s  life  may  often  be 
prcdoTiged,  and  thus  more  time  afforded 
for  the  a]>pli<  ation  of  the  means  of  rnrc, 
this  accumulation  of  phlegm  greatly  im- 
iieding  the  due  change  of  ihe  blood  in  the 
lungs,  and  thus  eons])irin'jr  with  tlie  dinii 
nisbed  frequency  of  respiration  to  deprive 
it  of  its  vital  properties*. 

A  sI)ort  comparison  of  the  8}'mptoms  of 
apoplexy  from  compression,  with  that 
which  is  with  great  propriety  termed  ner- 
vous, will  tltrow  additional  lig^t  on  thii 
part  of  the  subject. 

It  is  shown  by  experiments  detailed  in 
papers  which  ap|>eared  in  the  Philosophi- 
Oil!  FVansactions  for  IS1  Tl,at  although 
the  power  of  the  heart  and  vessels  is  inde- 
pendent of  the  brain  and  spinal  marrow, 
causes  o])erating  on  these  origans  are  capa- 
ble of  inflaencin^  them,  and  that  even  to 
the  total  destruettoa  of  liiei r  jx) wer.  When , 
therefore,  the  cause  of  apoplexy,  instead  of 

•  I-.xpeiimi  nial  Inquiry,  third  edition.  Part 
III.  Ou  ihc  npiincttUon  of  tl»c  cxperimeat*  to  ex- 
plnln  the  nature  aail  foiproveUis  tmimcpt  of  dis- 
ease*, Clwp.  1. 


being  a  gnuiaaily  iucrea&ing  pressure  of 
the  brain— which  I  have  found  by  expert- 
mont,  however  powerful  it  may  be,  has  no 
direct  influence  ou  the  action  of  the  heart* 
—is  of  such  a  nature  as,  while  it  irapain 
the  s<  nsihilit>,  also  dire<  tly  impairs  the 
power  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels,  we 
have  a  disease  of  a  very  different  nature 
from  apoplexy  from  men  compre*>atoQ. 
In  the  latter,  if  we  can  remove  the  cause 
of  pressure,  aud  prevent  its  recurrence,  we 
inva  iablj  core  the  disease;  then  is  no 
other  cause  of  deraniT'-inent.  The  vital 
functions  are  only  impeded  by  the  want  of 
the  due  change  of  the  blood  In  the  lungs, 
in  onseqiienee  of  failure  in  the  functions 
of  respiration  and  assimilation.  Death 
here  is  necessarily  sh)w,  because  it  always 
lequires  eome  time  for  the  gradually  in- 
creasing pressure  either  to  destroy  the  sen- 
sibility*, and  eonsequcntly  wholly  stop  >e- 
Kpiration,  or  so  derange  the  aasunilating 
prowsses,  as  in  this  way  tn  prnre  fatal  ; 
for  from  some  neculiarity  in  the  cause,  iho 
effect  of 'which  more  readilT  than  usual 
spreads  to  the  vital  parts  uf  the  brain, 
death,  in  apoplexy  from  c.»mprrs5ion, 
S4imetimcs  appears  rather  to  ari^e  from 
this  derangement  than  the  Ion  of  sensibt. 
lity,  the  )>hlegm  graduallv  acrnmulnting 
in  the  lungs  till  it  wholly  preY-eni&  the 
necessary  change  of  the  blood  effected  in 
themf . 

But  when  the  cause,  which  impairs  the 
sensibility,  also  through  the  ganglionie 

system  immciliatelv  enfeebles  the  heart 
and  blood-vessels,  the  course  of  the  disru^te 
is  very  different  We  have  here  a  cuus*.:  at 
once  impairing  the  powers  of  circulation  ; 
and  whvu  it  i^  excessive,  death  i.s  often  in- 
slauluueuus.  Such  is  the  euuse  of  death 
from  blows  on  the  bead,  which,  when  not 
suflitient  to  prndncc  instant  death,  pro- 
duce what  is  called  concussion  of  the  brain, 
in  which  a  state  anakwoiu  to  syncope  is 
cimibined  with  impaired  sensibility.  The 
circulation  is  doubly  a5sailtd  by  the  direct 
diminution  of  the  ^wer  of  its  organs,  and 
a  failure  in  the  stimulating  |K)wer  of  the 
Mood,  in  cnTiseqnrncr  of  its  less  perfi  et  de- 
carbunizalion,  and  the  former  being  the 
more  powerful  cause,  obscures  the  effeeta 
on  the  vital  nrjrans  df  the  latter.  The 
pulse,  insu-ad  of  being  kIow  but  reguhir, 
and  of  unimpaired  strength,  is  Ibeble,  irro- 
gular,  and  fluttering,  and  a  general  pale- 
ness oi'  the  surface  indicates  a  degree  of 
failure  of  circnlalioii,  tu  beyond  what  is 
observed  in  eases  of  mere  oompiessiott. 


•  Experimental  Inquiry,  third  edition.  Part  II, 
t  This  accumulation  of  phlrgm  In  the  lungs 
haa  been  lound  expcrimeotally  to  be  the  uniforoi 
conaequeuce  of  Iraavning  the  au|>ply  of  nervoua 
luflueooe  lo  tbc  lUBga.— Phllowphlral  Trr.nK  u- 

tlonaror  18^  sad  It^i  uid  Expcrtmeutal  iu- 
qutry.  Part  II. 
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All  sudden  oiul  excessive  aflixtions  of 
the  bmin  may  protluie  the  sumc  eflVt  ts  a«> 
the  blow  on  the  heft»l.  Thus,  people  ha*  c 
ins'.anttv  expired  from  rage  or  excessive 
joy,  and  thus  in  the  mobs  of  Lord  (icorf?c 
(iord«»n,  some  from  the  sudden  eflToct  on 
tlie  brain  through  the  nerves  of  the  sto- 
mach, expired  on  takini^  a  draue^ht  of  spi- 
rit of  wine  which  they  had  mistaken  for 
common  f(in. 

But  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  cause, 
as  in  these  cases,  should  be  either  sudden 
or  violent  to  produce  this  sjiccies  of  apo- 
|flexy.  A  long-continued  recurrence  of 
sliifhter  causes,  weakening  the  pnwers  of 
the  brain,  often,  along  with  them,  gradu- 
ally impairs  those  of  the  heart  aiul  blood, 
vessels,  in  the  same  way  that  an  infusion 
of  tobacco,  applied  to  the  brain  in  the  ex- 
periments above  referred  to,  impaired  their 
j)owers.  These  are  the  most  common 
canscs  <if  ner\'ous  apoplexy ;  and  in  pro- 
portion as  their  oi)erati«)n  Iuu»  been  slow, 
the  course  of  the  disease  is  less  rapid. 

Thus  we  see  it  supervene  in  those  who 
have  been  long  exposed  to  the  irritations 
which  attend  the  more  'erious  and  con- 
firmed cases  of  indigestion  or  long-con- 
tinued causes  of  anxiety,  particularly  in 
gouty  habits,  in  which  there  is  often  a 
great  tendency  to  debility  in  the  vital  or- 
gans ;  and  we  readily  perceive,  from  what 
has  been  said,  why  apoplexy  from  such 
causes  is  so  generally  fatal.  The  powers 
both  of  the  nervous  and  circulating  systems 
are  undennined,  and  with  them  the  se- 
creting and  other  assimilating  processes 
which  de]>end  on  them.  The  powers  which 
ou^ht  to  respond  to  our  remedies  have 
failed.  Our  efforts  therefore  are  for  the 
most  part  equally  unavailing  in  restoring 
either  the  sensibility  or  the  powers  of  cir- 
culation, and  both  are  uecessar)*  to  recovery. 

From  a  review  of  the  whole  of  the  facts 
which  have  been  laid  before  the  Society,  it 
appears, — 

That  in  tlie  brain  and  spinal  marrow 
alone  reside  the  active  parts  of  tlie  ner- 
vous system. 

That  the  law  of  excitement  in  the  parts 
of  these  organs,  which  are  associated  with 
the  nerves  of  sensation  and  voluntary  mo- 
tion, is  uniform  excitement  followed  by 
proportional  exhaustion,  which,  when  it 
V\Ves  ])laee  to  sueli  a  degree  as  to  suspend 
tlieir  usual  functions,  constitutes  sleep; 
all  degrees  of  exhau<^ti<m  which  do  not  ex- 
tend b«  yond  them  and  the  parts  associated 
with  them,  being  consistent  with  health. 

That  the  law  of  cxcitenient  in  those 
parts  of  the  brain  and  spinal  marrow 
which  arc  assoiiatrd  witli  the  vital  nerves 
is  also  uniform  excitement,  but  which  is 
onlv,  when  excessive,  followe<l  bv  any  de- 


gree  of  exhaustion,  no  degree  of  which  is 
Ciinsistent  with  health. 

That  the  vital,  in  no  dw^ree  partaking 
of  the  exhaustion  of  the  sensitive  system 
in  sleep,  only  appears  to  do  so  in  ccmse- 

auence  of  the  influence  of  the  latter  on 
le  function  of  respiration,  the  only  vital 
funetitm  in  which  these  systems  co  operate. 

That  the  law  of  excitement  of  the  mus- 
cular fibre,  with  which  both  the  vital  and 
sensitive  parts  of  the  brain  and  spinal 
marrow  are  associated,  is  interrupted  ex- 
citement, which,  like  the  excitement  of 
the  vital  parts  of  these  oi^ns,  is  only, 
w  hen  excessive,  followed  by  any  degree  of 
exhaustion.  And 

That  the  nature  «>f  tlie  muscular  fibre  is 
every  where  the  same,  the  apparent  dif- 
ferences in  the  nature  of  the  muscles  of  vo- 
luntar)-  and  involuntary  moti<m de|>ending 
on  the  difterences  of  their  functions,  and 
of  the  circumstances  in  which  they  are 
]daced. 


T  shall  conclude  this  paper  with  a  few 
observations  on  dreaming,  immediately 
c<mnected  with  the  preceding  parta  of  tlie 
subject. 

Had  we,  inde|>endently  of  experience, 
been  made  ac<iuainted  with  the  nature  of 
sleep,  we  might  have  foretold  tliat  dream- 
ing- pretty  much  as  we  find  it— would  be 
its  consequence. 

We  here  find  the  sensitive  parts  of  the 
brain,  to  which  the  powers  of  mind  belong, 
and  the  parts  associated  with  them,  in  a 
slate  of  exhaustion,  but  not  such  exhaus- 
ti(m  as  prevents  their  being  excited  by 
slight  causes,  while  oilier  parts  of  the  sys 
tem  are  still  in  a  state  t>f  activity.  But  it 
is  <uily  in  the  most  perfect  state  of  health, 
and  such  as  we  rarely  enjoy,  that  the  vital 
functions  arc  performed  without  slight 
causes  of  irritation  arising  in  some  of 
their  varii>us  and  complicated  processes, 
which  tend  to  disturb  the  rcp<ise  of  the 
sensitive  parts  of  the  brain.  Thus  it  is 
that  indigestion  and  other  internal  causes 
of  irritation  produce  dreaming.  Sueh 
causes  act  partially,  and  therefore  only 
partially  excite  those  parts. 

It  seems  greatly  to  influence  the  pheno- 
mena of  dreaming,  that  in  order  to  favour 
the  occurrence  of  sleej),  and  thus  as  far  as 
we  can  prevent  unnecessary  exhaustion, 
means  arc  always  employed  at  its  accus. 
tomed  times,  to  prevent,  as  much  aw  pos- 
sible,  the  excitement  of  the  external  or- 
gans of  sense,  and  c«msequently  those 
parts  of  the  brain  corresponding  witli 
them.  This  renders  us  the  more  sensible 
to  causes  of  excitement  existing  within  our 
own  bodies,  while,  by  the  inactivity  of 
ihosi'  parts  of  the  brain  which  eorrespimd 
to  the  organs  of  we  arc  deprived  of 
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tha  usual  contn)l  over  such  parts  of  the 
mental  functions  as  are  thus  excited ;  the 
effect  uf  whic  h  is  greatly  increased  by  the 
mpidity  of  the  operations  of  the  mcniory 
mul  im;i;t;inati()n,  when  not  restrained  bj 
some  ol'  the  various  means  employed  for 
tiiat  purjiose  in  oar  wakinir  houn.  ThMe 
are  itftcii  objects  of  tlu  vcir  r^,  ns  written 
language,  diagrams,  souudi*,  and  some- 
times eren  objects  of  toudi;  bnt  the  most 
oommon  is  the  mere  use  of  words,  inde- 
pendently of  any  object  presented  to  our 
senses. 

Any  one  nuty  eadly  perceive  how  diffi- 
cult it  is  to  pursue  a  train  of  reasoning 
without  this  meaQ«  of  detaining  his  ideas 
for  the  purpose  of  stcftdily  oonsidering 

them,  and  comparing  them  tn^ethpr. 
Now,  in  sleep,  in  consequence  of  the  ex- 
citement of  tne  brain  being  so  partial,  we 
are  deprived  of  all  these  means ;  and  our 
ideas  pass  with  «^neh  rapidity  as  precludes 
all  i'ouHideratiun  and  comparison.  Our 
ooneeptions  therefore  are  uncorrccte<l  by 
experience,  and  we  are  not  at  all  surj  ri<<f  f1 
at  the  greatest  incongruities.  Why  xhauid 
we  l>e  Borprised  at  onr  raofinf  thfongli  the 
air,  when  w<  ;u  not  nwarc  that  we  ha\e 
not  alwars  done  so  ?  The  mind  of  tlie 
AKtamrilMkn  item  that  of  the  infknt,  in 
having  a  fund  of  ideas  laid  u])  in  it  which 
way  by  variiHi«  cireum stances  be  partially 
recalled  j  but  it  resembles  it  in  being  iu 
other  respects  void  of  the  results  of  expe- 
rience, an  !  rini"^rqiirnt!y,  witli  tbc  excep- 
tion of  thiii  partial  ojt^ration  ol  experi- 
ence, of  the  means  of  correcting  the  ideas 
cxciti'd  in  it.  In  penerni,  tJiere  is  neither 
time  nor  means  for  doubt  or  hesitation. 

Snc^  is  the  rapidity  of  onr  thoughts  in 
dreaming,  that  it  is  not  uncommon  for  a 
dream,  excited  by  the  noise  that  awakes 
us,  and  which  therefore  must  take  place  in 
the  act  of  awakcnin^%  to  occupy,  when  pnt 
info  IV urds, more  than  tifty  times  the  space 
in  (lie  relation.  It  is  a  good  iliustraiion 
of  what  is  here  said,  that  when  we  dream 
that  W  e  are  conversing,  and  thus  ohlij^ed 
to  employ  words,  the  ujfual  ineonjfruities 
of  dreaming  do  not  occur.  'I'he  ideas  are 
Ml fTiciently  detained  to  enable  us  to  con-eet 
the  5.n?i»psti»»ns  of  the  inKiq-ination.  iNo 
luun  ever  driamt  llmt  he  v\us  tellin,:;  ano- 
ther  that  he  had  been  flying  throni^li  the  air. 

Thus  the  pec  uliarities  of  dreamii!'^'  :!:  i^e 
from  the  partial  operation  of  the  cuum;^  of 
^stnrtMmce,  and  some  of  the  sensitive  parts 
of  the  braiu  hcinc;  enpable  of  exL-itenient 
without  disturbing  others;  and  thus  it  is 
that  the  more  near  wc  are  to  awaking,  tlic 
m<tre  rational  onr  dreams  become,  all  partR 
of  the  brain  bej^inninv?  to  partake  of  the 
excitement;  which  ha^^  given  ritic  to  the 
adage,  tiiat  morning  dreams  are  true. 


DISLOCATION  OF  THE  HIP,  WITH 
FRACTURE  OF  THE  THIGH. 


To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gtuetie, 
Sir, 

A  c  ASE  of  dislocation  of  the  hip,  compli- 
cated with  fracture  of  the  thigh,  success- 
fully  treated,  having  occurred  in  my 
practice,  1  forwaid  the  particulars, 
w  hich,  should  y  ou  deem  them  of  suffi.> 
cicut  interest,  you  would  much  oblig;e 
me  by  inserting  in  your  valuable  jour> 
nal.-^I  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  ^servant, 

JuUN  C.  liLt»XAM. 

Newport,  Itle  of  WiKht, 
Aufvst  10, 188S. 

6.  M.,  set.  14,  a  healthy  country  la. 
bourer,  was  admitted  into  the  llfxipif  tl 
for  the  Poor,  under  mj  care,  ou  Dec. 
2d,  1832,  the  wheel  of  a  loaded  waf  gnu 
hariag'  pasMd  of  er  htm  a  few  £miia 
before. 

On  examination,  it  appeared  that  the 
ri;>hl  thigh-bone  was  fraetared  a  little 
above  its  middle,  and  that  the  head  of 
llie  bone  was  dislocated,  and  rested  on 
the  OS  iiuhi.H.  When  the  patient  lav  on 
his  bacK,  the  knee  w  as  bent  and  incfincd 
away  from  the  other,  the  knee  and  foot 
beiiif»'  turned  on  the  avis  of  the  limb,  «o 
a*>  to  point  very  nineh  outward.  The 
iiuib  waii  much  shorieued,  three  or  four 
inches  at  least ;  there  was  considerable 
tumefaction  and  tenderness  about  the 

Sroin,  where  the  hard  and  fix*  d  head  of 
le  bone  could  be  felt  w  iihuut  much  dif- 
ficulty. The  right  arm  was  also  frac- 
tured, just  below  the  insertion  of  tlic 
deltoid  muscle,  and  there  was  a  slitrht 
graze  ou  tiic  left  thigh,  but  no  other 
material  injury. 

He  ccul  1  give  but  a  very  imperfect 
ncrnnTit  of  the  manner  in  which  the  ac- 
cident happened,  haviuij^  uo  recollection 
of  bis^  position  when  the  wheel  passed 
over  him. 

The  ]>ntient  hcinpf  in  snch  a  *5?afe,  I 
did  not  think  it  proper  to  attempt  the  re- 
doction  of  the  dislocation  at  the  time, 
and  therefoi  r  !»uiind  up  the  limb  in  short 

s|Tlirir-,  and  ordered  an  evaporating'  lo- 
tion to  he  applied  to  the  groin.  At  the 
expiration  of  seven  or  eight  days  the 
swelling  had  iu  a  great  measure  sub. 
sided,  reiiderin;jf  the  head  oi"  tin-  hone 
much  more  distinet ;  the  tendernes'*  had 
much  abated;  all  indHmumtory  syjuju 
toms  bad  dbappeared  under  low'  diet 
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aud  antinionial  and  aperient  medicines, 
taken  iluruig  the  wecK  ;  I  therefore  de- 
termiued  to  attempt  to  reduce  the  dislo- 
cation in  the  following-  manner  :  — 

The  patient  uns  laid  on  his  back  mi 
the  bed,  and  kept  m  that  position  bv 
ineans  of  a  sheet  passed  across  the  pei> 
▼is,  and  fastened  to  the  hetlstead  ;  ano- 
ther sheet  was  also  passed  over  the  Icfi 
groin,  and  secured  in  a  similar  manner. 
The  dislocated  and  frsetmed  limb  was 
then  enclose<i  in  splints,  one  of  which 
exlendt  d  up  tli*-  '  :u  k  of  the  thigh  as 
far  as  the  tubeniHitj  of  the  ischium. 
Pulleys,  w  hich  were  secnred  to  a  staple 
in  the  Ct  iling-,  placed  at  the  distance  of 
a  foot  to  fhe  rig-ht  of  a  ])oint  \  ertical  to 
the  patient's  navel,  went  then  attached 
to  a  Daudage  fastenetl  round  the  splints, 
asi  hifgh  up  as  possible. 

The  foot  was  ralsrd  witli  the  knrr>  o-\- 
toiidi  (1,  as  to  )>riiit^  tlie  limb  ncarh  to 
a  right  angle  uith  the  line  of  the  tactile, 
when,  by  drawings  (gradually  on  the 
cord,  ill  \he.  course  of  about  ten  or  fif- 
teen iiiiniit*  s  the  head  of  the  bone  was 
rendered  moveable,  and  wa.s  bruufi^bt 
considerably  more  forward.  I  then  oe- 
)ran  to  press  on  the  head  of  the  bone,  so 
as  to  |>nslf  it  dovi  iiwards,  whilst  the  pnl- 
It^j^s  Ijcid  il  partial  disengaged  trom 
the  peWis.  In  a  few  minutes  the  head 
of  tnc  bone  passc<l  over  the  ridge  of  the 
OB  pubis;  and  I  then  direct*  d  tlje  foot  to 
he  raised  a  little  higher,  which,  by  put- 
ting  die  {glutei  muscles  more  upon  the 
stretch,  w  as  calculated  to  render  them 
more  efficient  in  drawinji  i!ie  1»one  into 
Its  proper  place.  By  this  nianceuvre  the 
head  of  the  bone  was  drawn  backwards ; 
and  on  the  foot  being  more  elevated, 
and  the  corti  slackened,  it  ("ontiimril  to 
recede  from  niy  fingers  till  the  trochan- 
ter major  made  its  appearance  in  the 
natiuraf  situation,  and  the  reduction  was 
found  to  }}c  prrfoi  tly  <  oniplete. 

l^st  the  lieud  ol  the  l  imp  should  slip 
backwards  <»n  the  dorsum  ilii,  I  directed 
an  assiMaiit  to  apply  firm  pressure  dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  the  jirocess,  above 
ai»d  behind  the  acetaluihini. 

The  ap]>aratus  was  then  removed,  the 
thi[fl^h  bound  op  in  short  splints,  and  the 
patient  laid  upon  a  double -inclined 
plane.  Xo  Mmptoms  of  infiamni  ition 
aiipcared  after^vards  about  the  joint. 
Fsssive  motion  was  employed  at  the  end 
of  a  week,  and  occasionallr  repeated 
during  the  whnlf  n-paratory  nroecss. 

At  tlie  end  o<  eight  weeks  he  was 
taken  out  of  bed ;  he  had  then  partially 
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recovered  the  pow  er  of  moving  the  limb, 
which  has  gradually  increased,  so  that 
he  has  for  many  weeks  been  able  to 
move  it  without  difficulty  in  any  direc- 
tion, and  to  wnlk  with*  only  a  trilling 
degree  of  lameness.  He  is  at  present 
able  to  run  about  and  work  in  the  fleMs 
as  well  as  before  the  accident,  and  he  is 
not  sensible  that  the  limb  is  in  any  re- 
spect inferior  to  the  other  \  but  1  find  by 
measurement  that  it  ts  shorter  than  its 
fellow  bv  nearly  half  an  inch. 

It  will  have  been  perceived  that  I 
adopted  a  diHerent  method  of  reducing 
this  dulocation  from  that  recommendM 
by  Sir  Astley  Cooper  for  dislocation  of 
the  tfn''_rlt  (orwanls.  TTi-^  method,  if  it 
had  been  practised  in  the  pre:>ent  case, 
would  have  been  quite  unavailing,  as 
the  extension  would  merely  have  sepa- 
rated the  l»rok«  ii  ends  of  the  bone  from 
one  aiiotlier,  instead  of  moving  its  upper 
extremity . 


PRESENCE  OP  UREA  IN  THE 
BLOOD. 

To  the  Editor     the  Medical  Gazette. 

8lB, 

\Vr  have  obserred  in  theoolnmnsof  the 

last  No.  of  yottr  journal,  some  observa- 
tions from  a  cuiTcspondcnt  respecting 
our  recent  eommiinicatiotn.  He  wishev, 
in  the  first  place,  to  know  the  number 

of  specimens  of  nif»rhid  scrum  examined 
by  ns,  in  consequence  of  the  doubt  which 
be  considen  we  have  expressed  as  to 
mrea  ever  existing  in  the  blood;  se- 
cnndly,  lie  ansrrts  that  nn  one  ever  sup- 

1M)sc<l  urea  to  be  always  present  in  the 
)lood  obtained  from  patients  labouring 
under  anasarca  with  coapfnlable  urine ; 
thirdly  and  lastly,  lie  ^'  t  r  s  that  no  one 
(but  ourselves)  ever  Jiiiaginrd  that  a 
urinous  odour  was  indicative  of  the  pre- 
sence of  that  principle. 

Now,  sir,  lit  answer  to  his  first  ques- 
tion, we  briefly  renly  —  .six,  three  of 
which  were  obtained  I'rom  the  wards  of 
Guy's  Hospital,  the  other  three  from 
private  sources. 

In  pro<d*of  our  ■^tatemrnt,  lliat  urea 
has  been  supposed  tlie  cause  of  the  pe- 
culiar symptoms  manifested  in  the  «lis> 
ease  under  constderation,  we  shsll 
merely  r.  f^  r  ycmr  correspondent  to  pages 
aH(»  ami  a?vl  of  the  No.  of  your  Gazette 
for  June  last. 
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With  respect  to  the  stal»  iiH-nt,  that  no 
one  but  ourselves  ever  cousiiicred  the 
urinous  odour  as  sufficienUjr  determinate 
in  proof  of  tJbe  presence  of  urea,  we  beg 
t(»  oli-^rTvc,  that  althutifrh  the  odtuir  of 
urine  cannot  he  taken  as  a  test  for  de- 
nionstratiug  (he  presence  of  urea  (as  we 
have  recent!  \  j  i  ovimI),  still  as  no  one 
before  onrHtUes  luul  niado  known  tlie 
]>ectiliar  re-action  of  nitric  acid  ou  the 
alcuholic  extract  obtained  from  the  co- 
agulated bealtliv  ^eruni,  and  u  the 
odour  thus  t  \ olvVd  has  always,  up  to  a 
late  period,  been  considered  as  peculiar 
to  the  uriue  alone,  and  not  existinpf  in 
any  other  secretion,  we  were,  in  our  first 
experiments  on  diabetic  urine,  led  to 
conclude,  that  the  urinous  odour  must 
have  been  developed  from  some  sub- 
stance ))roi>er  to  orine,  and  that  that 
substance  was  urea. 

Th«'  mnfiber  (>r#-vnerimcnts  perfdnncd 
bv  us  vvc  do  not  cousicier  as  decidedly 
disproving  the  presence  of  urea  in  every 
case,  but  they  cleariy  prove  that  it  can- 
not  exist  in  the  ni«jonty  of  cases,  and 
therefore  cannot  be  the  cause  ot  the 
train  of  symptoms  manifested  in  any 
one  ease. 

Your  correspondent  considers  that  the 
crystalline  plates  formed  bv  nitric  acid 
are  the  only  test  to  be  reliea  on ;  but  he 
should  reniember,  that  urea  Is  not  soli- 
tary in  this  particular  respect  :  thus  that 
principle  called  stearine,  w  hich  may  be 
obtained  by  means  of  alcohol  from  the 
ooa^ifulated  serum  of  healthy  blood,  es- 
pecially when  that  fluid  contains  more 
than  its  ordinary'  share  of  fatty  matter, 
will,  by  the  action  of  nitric  acid,  pro- 
duce ciystalline  plates,  which  fuse  and 
become  dissipateu  by  lieat,  and  even  un- 
dergo solution    in   about   twenty. five 
parts  of  \valer.    There  are,  indeed,  se- 
veral pro])erties  which  will  dtstiii^iish 
these  two  bodies  from  each  other ;  and 
these  brn f  l)cen  noticed  by  us  when  ue 
Stated  at  length  the  characteristic  belia 
viour  of  urea  towards  different  re-agents. 
We  shall  conclude  by  obs.  i  ving,  that 
we  have  no  ri^bt  to  rousidf  i  un-  i  to  be 
present  in  the  blood,  unle>s  wc  can  ob- 
tain a  sufficiency  of  the  crystalline 
plates  produced  by  the  act  on  of  nitric 
acid,  to  subj(  ct  them  to  otiier  fe>ts  be- 
sides those  above-meutioiied,  v*hicb  are 
common  to  nitrate  of  urea  and  nitro- 
stearic  acid.— We  are,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

R.  H.  Brett. 

Goi^DiNG  Bird. 


CASK    OF    DIFFU'T'LT  LABOtTR, 
FOLLOWED  BY  HVSTERITIS. 

T»  ih€  Sditor  of  the  Mtdieul  Guzeiie. 
Sis, 

Should  vou  deem  the  following  c«se 
worthy  the  notice  of  yotir  readers,  its 
insertiou  iu  your  journal  will  oblige 
Your  humble  servant, ' 

Daniel  F.  XrEUMAif . 

Dorothy  Mnbnny,  u^t.  28,  of  short  and 
stout  figure    cuntiucd  in  her  first  labour. 
I  was  called  to  her  on  Tuesday  at  no<ni, 
June  26th.  and  found  the  pains  forcible 
and  frequent.    They   conmietictd  the 
previous  morning,  at  five  o'clock,  aiitl 
continued  more  or  less  up  U>  this  period. 
A  midwife  had  been  in  attendance,  and 
prematurelv  ruptured  the  membranes. 
On  inquiry,  I  fouml  liiat  my  patient  had 
not  passed  water  for  forty -eis^ht  hours. 
A  very  large  ovoid  tumor,  filling  the 
right  iliac  fossa,  and  asepnding  some 
w  ay  into  the  abdomen  to  the  right  side 
of  the  uterus,  was  recognized,  from  its 
fluctuation,  to  be  the  disten^d  bladder. 
On  attcinptinj];"  to  introduce  the  r  itfi.'f.  r, 
the  child's  head  offered  a  firm  reMi>unce 
to  the  progress  of  the  instrument.  The 
pressure  of  the  fingers  had  no  ef&ct  in 
raising  the  head,  \^}\uh  was  found 
firmlv  niuoldrd  «mi  iii<  brim,  with  the 
scalp  uiucii  lujoi  r.l.    Accordingly  H 
was  found  necessary,  by  introduction  of 
the  hand,  to  obtain  the  full  bearing  of 
the  wrist  on  the  child's  head,  which  now, 
with  very  considerable  pressure,  was 
raised,  and  a  gnwve  being  formed  by 
the  fingers  and  tumidscalp,  the  catlietor 
passed  perpendicularly  into  the  bladder; 
the  iustrumeut  being  withdrawn  during 
the  continuance  of  a  pain.  A  very  large 
quantity  of  urine  passed.   The  tumor  of 
the  bla<lder  receding  from  the  touch, 
aud  its  tenderness,  which  was  exquisite, 
subsiding,  much  relief  was  obtained. 
The  pains  contiinied,  and  an  examina- 
tion detected  a  funis  pp'-^  utatirui.  The 
cord  was  returned  beyond  the  head,  but 

t»resented  again,  ao  pulsadon  was 
elt.  Accord  i  1 1  ltI  V,  tuininiF  the  child  wa« 
thought  of.  This  pr.  r<  <  .Tin«r,  however, 
from  the  narrow  and  angular  form  of 
the  pelvis  and  projecting  promontory  of 
the  sacrum,  together  w  ith  the  firm  con- 
traction of  the  uterus  about  its  contents, 
was  found  quite  impracticable.  The 
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fingers  laid  bebtnd  the  syinpl);^'sis  pubis 
detected  the  ossa  pubis  meetmg  at  an 
an^le,  and  a  slij^lit  lateral  curve  was 
evident  in  the  loiver  part  of  the  spine. 
No  pulaalion  rctumea  to  the  cord,  aud 
the  ease  was  If  ft  to  natine.  The  head, 
at  4  r.M.,  was  finnly  inipnctcc],  and  the 
pains  continuing,  the  ehild  was  born 
dead,  without  the  aid  of  iubiruuieiits,  at 
half-past  7  p.m.  Uterus  eonCraeted  and 

Slacenta  separated.  Pulse  gtiod.  No 
ifficultj  necurrcd  in  the  birth  of  the 
child  with  regard  to  the  outlet  of  the 
pelvis,  which  was  large. 

Ordered  Tr.  Opii,  n^xl.  statim. 

June  ^tb,  nioniifiir  —  Has  slept 
slightly.  Uneasiness  and  diH'used  pain 
of  the  abdomen;  thirst;  tongue  dnrish 
and  coated  in  the  centre;  face  flushed; 
pulse  110,  somewhat  hard.  Has  not 
passed  urine,  ur  voided  lochial  discharge. 
A  large  quantity  of  urine  was  drawn  off 
by  the  catheter,  which  afforded  relief. 
L  terns  rather  large  and  high ;  its  fundus 
exquisitely  tender  to  the  touch  ;  its  sides 
not  so  much  so.  No  distinct  pain  in 
other  parts  of  the  abdomen  is  caused  by 
pressure. 

Ordi-ml  Mi»t  Salinacum  IMagn^u  Svlph. 
et  Tr.  Uyosciamiy  3tiia  horis. 

Evening.  —  More  thirst  Frequent, 
severe,  and  cutting  pains  in  uterine  re- 

S'ou.    Uterus  more  exquisitely  tender — 
e  slightest  touch  cannot  oe  borne. 
Pulse  1 10,  hard.   No  lochia. 

Venoseetio,  .^xxir.  Calomel  and  Colo* 
cvnth  pi!n?e,  followed  by  CasUV*ofl, 
wiUi  Tr.  Hyuscyami. 

Thi"  bladder  iTinetive.  The  eatheter 
covered  with  a  black  tiffensive  stain. 

S7th,  morning. Expresses  herself 
muck  relie  ved.  Appears  much  more 
tranquil.  Has  slept  the  greater  portion 
oi  the  night  Uterus  bears  some  pres- 
sure. Scarcely  any  lochia.  Pulse  06, 
and  tranquil.  Bowels  open. 

.    .  Rep.  Mist  Salin. 

20th. — Sleeps  well,  and  frequently. 
Pulse  02,  tranquil.  Uterus  bears  pres- 
sure better.    Small  coagula  have  passed* 

Urine  passes  involuntarily. 

20th.— Improving.  The  state  of  the 
bladder  improved.   Small  quantities  of 

urinf'  are  retained,  Imt  rnnro  passes  in- 

voluiit  11  il V.    Boweli  purged. 

Mini.  Cret.  com  Conf.  Aram,  et  Uyd.  c. 
Creta. 

290.— XII. 
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31st  — Bladder  has  more  power. 

Uterus  bears  handling,  still  islai^and 
high  in  the  pelvic     \o  l6ebia. 

July  1st. — Uterus  is  again  more  ten- 
der; frequent,  cutting,  and  severe  pains 
in  uterine  re^^n.  Thirst;  pulse  110; 
]u>\v(  ls  not  open.  A  mild  r  il  oinel  and 
eoloevuth  purgative  was  given,  followed 
by  castor>oil. 

*  Evening.  —  Bowels  relieved.  Much 

restlessness.  Cutting  pains  in  uterine 
region.  Uterus  more  tender  to  the 
touch.    Pulse  104,  with  some  hardness. 

Venesectio,  Jx.    Mist.  Salin.  4tis  horis. 

2d. — Is  better.  Cutting  pains  have 
left  her.  She  has  not  taept.  Uterus 
bean  scarcely  any  pressure. 

Himd.  xij.  Hypogast   Hot  fomenta* 
tions. 

3d.  —  Much  improved.  Does  not 
sleep.   Uterus  bears  pressure  better. 

Ekt  Hyosc.  gr.  iv.  Cal.  gr.  j.  hor& 
somni*.   Mist  Salin.  repw 

5th.— Til  all  respects  better. ,  The 
bladder  lias  now  perfeetly  recovered  it^ 
power.  Slie  ubiains  scarcely  any  sleep. 
Slwht  lochia]  discharge. 

Dtb. — She  slejit  for  four  hours  last 
nii^lit ;  ap|>cars  fast  recovering.  Paiu 
in  iiiicturitiou  has  been  relieved  by  Co- 
paiba with  Pulv.  Tragac.  Conip,  UtC- 
rusi  still  lar^-e  and 

Sli'"  •-jieedily  ad\aneed  ff>  recovery 
from  tins  time,  and  in  a  tortnight  was 
able  to  call  ou  me,  complaining  only  of 
slight  lameness  aud  cedema  of  one  foot 


THE  GUNNER  WITH  THE  SILVER 
MASK; 

••lira  AM  nrmAosnirAav  case 

OF  EXTENSIVF!  l>F:.«?T!irtTION  OF  THB 
LOWER  JAW  BV  A  SHI2LL; 

With  an  Accoiiut  of  the  Uecoverif  of  the  Pa- 
tUntf  and  a  Lhicrtptutn  ot  un  Jagetiiout  CVh- 
9ti»anct Jin-  lUnudying  MS  Lm  Parfi. 


Tin.  Adlowing  details  have  been  rom- 
muiiieated  to  us  by  Si  a  William 
VViiVMPER,  to  whom  Uicv  were  funiish- 
ed  bya  distinguished  milttary  friend. 

In  prcbcntiug  the  following  dcscrip- 
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tion,  and  in  callinaf  to  it  the  attention 

of  our  readers,  it  is  our  duty  to  express 
our  most  conlial  thaukH  to  tlie  Fn>ncli  and 
Belgian  medical  officers  incliarg^e  of  tlic 
Antw  cq)  hospitals,  and  above  ul  to  Dr. 
Forjet,  Surgfeon-major  to  the  Annj  of 
the  'North.  This  eminent  jTractitinnor 
kindly  furubbed  us  with  copies  ol  notes 
eztncted  from  bis  official  nport  to  Ba- 
ron Larrey,  and  we  have  done  little 
more  than  orange  and  alter  tbem  in  an 
Eng'iish  ;;^arb. 

The  advantages  ci\iojed  hy  the  French 
medical  department,  at  the  siege  of 
Antwei-p,  were  nvwr  hvCiirr  surj)asscil 
diirin;^'  any  ^iTnilar  opei  itKni  'ihe  in- 
stant a  man  was  wounded  lu  tiie  bat-> 
teries  or  trendieB,  be  was  conrejed  to 
the  field  hospital  at  Hoboken«  where 
the  first  o|>eration8  and  dressings  were 
instantly  performed.  The  slighter  cases 
were  then  removed  to  tbe  general  hos- 
pitals at  LoQvain  and  Malines ;  those  of 
a  gT;n  cv  iifitnrp  to  that  of  Boom  or  Ant- 
werp, where  every  possible  convenience, 
comfort,  and  even  luxury,  were  abun- 
dantly supplied,  and  where  the  suflerm 
received  vwry  ]i1iy<ical  and  moral  suc- 
eoiir  that  art  or  hiniKinity  c(Hild  devise; 
and  there  were  uiany  of  the  wounded 
who  diewed  a  de^e'  of  gaiety  and  in- 
difTerencc,  thou<;f]i  suffering  the  most 
acute  pains,  that  niu<>t  have  been  the 
fruit  or  extraordinary  stoicism,  or  of  rare 
exaltation  of  mind.  The  subject  of  the 
following  details  was  amongst  the  latter 
number. 

Alphonse  LouL<(,  aged  2*2  years,  a  na- 
tive of  St.  Laurent,  in  the  Pas  de  Calais, 
private  in  the  5th  company,  3d  regimmt 
of  artillery,  of  a  sanguine  temperament, 
was  wounded  in  the  trenches  on  tlie  6th 
December,  1832^  by  the  splinter  of  a 
Khell.  When  this  misfortune  occurred, 
Louis  stood  fronting  the  left  wIkcI  of 
M-*  i^uii.  Hf^  hf'ld  a  lever  or  Ii  ivmI-^jmIv'' 
aeross  his  body,  iu  the  proper  nu»i Lion  ol 
a  gunner  waiting  to  serve  nis  piece ; 
that  is,  with  the  right  hand  raised  and 
the  h*n  (I'-pressed,  or  the  very  r»M  rise  of 
the  positiou  of  an  infantry  otttecr  when 
holding  his  sword  diagonally,  at  open 
order,  preparatory  to  a  salute.  At  this 
moment  a  12  inch  shell  bui-st  a  few  feet 
above  the  battery,  and  a  fragment  of 
about  seven  pounds  v\  ci}4ht  struck  l^uis. 

The  projectile  first  attacked  the  ex- 
temal  part  of  the  left  jaw,  carrying 
away  almost  the  (ntalif  v  of  the  maxil- 
lary process,  of  wliicii  there  onh'  re- 
mained the  edge  of  the  eictreme  lell  pos- 


terior portion,  the  coronoid  process, 
and  coiidyh'.  On  the  right  side,  the 
extrrinity  of  this  l)one  was  preserved  an 
far  for%vard  as  the  first  large  molar  tootii, 
inclusive.  Besides  this,  the  idveolnr 
processes  and  teeth  of  the  apper  left 
jaw  were  partly  fraetured,  the  body  of 
the  bjoides  laid  barci  the  lefl  paititid 
duct  lacerated,  and  Uie  tongue  fotrowcd 
on  tlie  same  side  with  a  deep  wound. 

The  loss  of  substance,  or  solution  of 
continuity,  occasioned  by  this  wound, 
was  immense;  it  extende<l  on  the  left 
ffide  from  the  xygomatic  process  to  the 
antero-superior  artii  Ti  nf  the  tliv- 

roid  cartilaf^e,  tearing;  away  almost  all 
the  fleshy  narts  of  the  cheek,  and  a  iarare 
portion  or  the  upper  lip ;  on  the  rigni 
side  it  ran  from  the  same  cartilage  to  a 
level  with  the  upper  maxillary  sockets 
and  the  buccinator,  to  within  half  an 
inch  of  the  lobe  of  the  ear.  The  eenim 
of  the  wound  was  occupied  by  lacenu 
tions  of  the  roof  and  coating-  of  the  pa- 
late, by  the  cesophageal  opening  of  the 
throat,  by  some  remnants  of  the  upper 
maxillary  glands,  and  the  hyo  gloss  and 
genio-jrloss  muscles  ;  and  lastiv,  hv  the 
toniii-ue,  swollen  to  four  times  the  size  of 
its  ordinary  volume.  Tiiis  or^an  hav- 
ing been  entirely  denuded  on  tt»  lower 
superficies,  as  far  as  its  base,  and  having 
lost  its  natural  support,  hung  down  in 
front  of  tlie  larynx.  In  shor^  to  render 
the  description  still  more  dear,  nothii)<>f 
whatever  remained  of  the  lower  ja\\  s 
save  the  f(»ur  fracture*  1  flfniMr  terth,  and 
injured  fragment  on  the  n|;ht  side,  and 
thus  the  tongue  drooped  dovm  to  the 
length  of  several  incnes,  exposing  the 
cavity  of  the  throat,  a  hoirible  and 
ghastly  sjnrht. 

But  llic  sudcriugs  ui  the  victim  did 
not  toininate  heie;  the  splinter,  after 
committing  this  fearful  havoc  in  the 
i\\ri>^  encountered  on  its  fIp>^e»Mit  the  up- 
iaisi:4i  right  arm,  and  sinking  it  about 
one-tbira  of  the  distance  from  the  elbow 
to  tbe  wrist,  eansed  a  compound  fine* 
ture  of  tlie  severest  kind. 

Louis  was  immediately  raised,  and 
carried  from  tbe  battery  to  Hobokcn, 
where  tiie  surgeon-major  on  duty  fortb> 
with  proceeded  to  sew  ii])  several  por- 
tiiuis  of  the  integuments  of  the  unper 
maxillary  region,  as  well  as  those  ul  iJie 
neck ;  that  is,  both  above  and  below  tbe 
solution  of  cnntinuity,  in  <  i  li  i  to  dimi- 
nish the  aperture.  But  the  riatui*  nf 
the  laceration  was  such,  as  to  otft-r  liiiie 
hope  of  saving  tiie  patient;  indeed^sucb 
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wat  the  nttuTC  of  die  onitilatioii,  that 

ikatfa  a])|M>nrecl  not  only  inevitable,  but 
•rdenUy  t<>  <l«'^»rr<)  TIip  aniputiitinn 
of  ib«  ibre-arra  was  then  performed  hy 
ordinary  process,  at  toe  dirtanee  « 
about  two  incoes  below  the  articulation 
of  the  c]hn\v-]i)}nt.  The  usual  (lre8singfs 
were  applied  lu  bolb  instances.  Symp- 
toms of  g'eiiera]  rc-actlou  were  not  long 
in  developing'  themselves,— at  fint  not 
w  itli  a  clr^Tce  of  severity  proportionate 
to  the  jjfrai  ity  of  tlio  wouoils.  The  most 
rieoruuii  Uict  was  enforced.  The  wuundM 
or  the  face,  fearfully  swollen,  were 
dressetl  every  day  without  any  remarka- 
ble accident ;  ami  on  the  1  Ifh  of  D.  r., 
or  sixth  da3\  the  sewiniTH  and  tin»t  dress- 
ing  of  tlfe%te.ann  w^  removed ;  and 
on  the  1 2th  the  patient  was  carefully 
transported  to  the  reserve  field  htKspilal 
at  Boom.  On  the  following  days  tlie 
MIM  tfeaUnent  and  re^men  were  cou- 
tinned,  and  Dr.  Forjct  was  not  without 
hopes  of  saving-  the  man's  life . 

The  suppumtion  now  conniu  nced  in 
both  wounds ;  it  wa:i  of  a  &aLb«lkctory 
nature,  as  r^farded  the  stump  of  the  arm, 
bat  of  a  less  favourable  character  in  the 
face,  of  which  several  mortified  portions 
^aduailv  siouglied  away.  Between  the 
14th  and  9ilh  days  the  saahes  in  the 
face  assumed  a  livid  ana  gnngrenoua 
ehametrr;  tJte  s»?ppnnition  was  more 
uuwhuit^uic,  and  Uie  dressings  more 

C'ninl  than  twer.  The  stump  having 
ome  the  seat  of  oonaidcfahle  ai6am. 
inatjoii,  the  banda^fcs  were  remov»Ml,  rnid 
emollient  cataplasms  applied ;  nutwitli- 
atandinu^  this,  however,  the  extremities 
of  the  none  pierced  through  the  fleshy 
\r.xrts  near  the  lim  of  the  wound,  and 
tjjeir  deatli  was  the  in«  v!ial»le  result. 

On  the  2d  of  Junuitry,  or  twenty- 
eighth  day,  the  patient  was  transported 
from  Boom  Ut  tlie  military  hospital  at 
Antwerji,  and  placed  under  the  imme- 
diate care  of  i>rs.  1*  orjet  and  ^»eutiu. 

From  the  9d  10  20th  January  the 
dressings  could  only  be  ejected  by  the 
aid  of  the  ("hloniret  of  sfvdloTM  :  t^icne 
were  renewed  daily.  Jiul  notwithsiand- 
ing  the  inoet  enersfetio  treatment,  and 
Ae  most  indefatigable  attention,  the  as. 
])eet  of  tttc  « fuiTuJs  ^VH'.-  extremclv  un- 
pnunisiug,  and  uotinii^  cuuJd  arrest  the 
gangrene.  However,  oetween  the  l^th 
and  dOth  the  surfaces  assumed  a  less  un. 
favourable  appearatiee,  and  the  local 
and  pener;»l  svonitoms  were  attended 
witli  a  slight  aiiii  iiuratiou.  This  ame- 
liofalton  progressively  adraaeed,  in  oon- 


sc4|uenee  of  the  unremitting  care  with 

which  the  patient  was  attended.  The 
nourisfjinriit  at  first  consisted  of  some 
slight  iioses  of  thin  broth,  afterwards 
veal  soup  and  lemonade  tinged  widi 
wine,  and  then  with  ▼egvtable  and  ani. 
mal  jellies.  In  proportion  :is  fh^  mus- 
cles of  the  tongue  regained  .some  sligl/t 
power,  the  deglutition  of  these  sub- 
stances became  less  laborious  and  pain- 
ful. They  were  administered  by  means 
of  a  narrow  curved  spoon,  moulded  for 
the  purpu2>e,  the  extremity  of  which  was 
placed  on  the  base  of  the  tongue,  and 
the  food,  alwavs  administered  in  a  liquid 
state,  poured  down  the  *i'<;oph;i<rus. 

From  the  26th  Januuiy  lo  l>tb  Feh>. 
ruaiy  the  progreas  of  general  and  loeal 
amendment  became  more  sensible  daily, 
the  edfjfes  of  tlie  woinul  subsided  to  a 
level  with  tiic  circuuyaceut  surface,  and 
the  work  of  cicatnssation  manifested 
itself.  The  tongue  was  now  reduced  to 
witliin  double  its  ordinary  volume,  and 
the  exfoliation  of  bony  substances  conti- 
nued in.s«"n>ibly.  The  cicatrization  of 
the  stump  was  only  impeded  by  the 
complication  before-mentioned.  The 
portion  of  dead  bone  came  away  on  the 
9th;  other  fragments  had  been  pre- 
▼jously  remoredj  and  the  whole  ap- 
peared in  a  promising  state. 

A  singular  cireumstanee  ;itt<  nded  this 
part  of  the  ci  se,  and  mcnti«  peculiar  at* 
tention.  Although  the  gnstatoiy  sur- 
faces  were  diminished  by  nearly  three, 
fourths,  and  the  tongue  had  lost  its 
action — although  alimentary  substances 
only  came  in  contact  with  a  small  part 
of  the  posterior  portion  of  the  tongue, 
and  the  mueons  membrane  of  the  hrou- 
ehi;»l  paissajj^e  (whieh  generally  arc  not 
uiliuitted  to  possess  the  faculty  of  dis- 
tinguishing or  appreciating  the  sarour 
of  any  given  nutriment,  hut  merely  that 
of  facilitating  deglutition),  it  appeared 
that  the  sensation  of  taste,  though  at 
fiiat  much  Impaired,  was  now  exercised 
with  perfect  aiscemment. 

On  the  10th  February  an  exaet  plas- 
ter cast  was  taken  of  the  face,  thus  hor- 
ribly disfigured;  it  being  sufficiently 
dcatriaed  to  pennit  this  operation  with- 
out  causing  great  suffering  to  the  pa- 
tient. A  cast-iron  mask  w  as  then  made ; 
and  hy  the  aid  of  this  the  artist  was 
enabled,  at  his  leisure,  to  construct  a 
substitute  for  the  lost  parts,  that  might 
not  oiilv  render  esi«ential  service  to  the 
individual,  but  even  deceive  the  eye  as 
to  the  inragea  of  the  wound.  From  the 
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10th  to  25th  the  process  of  cicatrisation 

made  rapid  urojjress.  The  palate, 
uvula,  the  wh<»ie  of  the  injured  superior 
surface  and  adjacent  membranes,  had 
returned  ncarlj  to  their  natuni]  state, 
and  the  phenomena  of  dei^lutition  ^a- 
dually  increased  in  ti  e  rcifulnrltv  of 
their  functions ;  however,  the  extent  of 
the  vault  of  the  palate  was  still  much 
diminisbed,  and  its  surface  covered  with 
a  thick  white  crust,  demaiMlitig'  constant 
ablution.  The  left  parotid  was  parn- 
lyzed,  and  the  salivary  process  only 
went  on  by  the  ji^hi  sicie.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  stump  was  in  a  hif^rbly 
satisfactory  state,  and  almost  entirely 
cicatrizetl.  The  o-eneral  condition  of 
the  patient  wtts,  in  every  other  respect, 
that  of  the  most  promising-  conva- 
lescence. 

The  intcijfrlty  of  tlievoml  orcj^atis  liav- 
ing  remained  unimpaired,  it  is  utiiK-ees. 
sary  to  observe  that  the  voice  continued 
unchang-ed;  this,  howerer,  was  not  the 
case  with  the  jmwera  of  articulation, 
which  could  not  of  rourse  art  from  the 
want  of  the  front  of  the  mouth.    It  is 
not,  however,  uninteresting-  to  remark, 
t\i.\i  the  phenomena  of  speech  were  not 
totally  annihilated  ;  that  the  slni))lr  niitl 
compound  vowels  were  uttered  natu- 
rally, and  that  the  greater  jiurt  of  the 
consonants  were  nretty  distinctly  enun* 
elated  ;  the  labials  and  hissing-  sounds 
were  the  most  ir i  1  i  t  i net.  Nevertheless, 
tlie  mere  habit  of  attending  U\  the  pa- 
tient sufficed  to  render  his  lan^  ua^a*  in- 
telli*;ible,  and  an  improvement  in  his 
mode  of  pronunciatio.i  was  cfradually 
perceptible ;  so  nuirh  so,  indeed,  that 
there  was  every  ground  for  predictiujf 
that  the  modifications  in  his  power  of 
articulation  would  be  susceptibleof  g?eat 
improvrnieut  under  the  influence  of 
time  and  education.    This  predictitm 
has  alreadj  heen  partially  verified  ;  for 
on  our  last  visit  to  Aiphonse  Louis,  we 
were  :iMf  fo  rompreliend  every  word  he 
uttered;  and  the  wounded  m»Mi  ocrtipv- 
ing  adjacent  beds  in  the  hospital,  said 
that  the^  understood  him  as  well  as  any 
other  of  their  comrade*.    He  appeared 
to  speak  witliont  any  nrreat  eflort,  or 
pain.    The  sounds  were  not  loud,  but 
aufficientlj  so  to  he  heard  at  a  reason- 
able distance ;  and  g-ave  one  the  idea 
a  person  speaking*  with  a  wooden  y-aEf 
placed  tranhvcr*('ly  hetwdii  the  op«'n 
jaw,  and  pressed  a«^ain:<l  the  back  of 
the  mouth. 
On  the  25th  Dr.  Foijet  made  some  at- 


THE  SILVER  MiSE. 

tempts  to  separate  the  morind  fira|fment» 

of  tiie  rig-ht  jaw,  and  succeeded  in  de- 
taching the  wlinle  portion  of  the  Iwne 
that  incommotied  tiic  patient,  and  pre- 
vented the  precise  apnlieation  of  die  ar- 
tificial  substitute.  Tlie  rest  of  the  ope> 
ration  was  left  to  natnre  ;  and  four  days 
snhsequeiitly  the  splinter  separated  itself 
from  the  live  parts.  It  consif«ted  in 
front  and  below  of  the  whole  thickness 
of  the  maxillary  body ;  and  above,  of 
tlie  hone  fh  it  separates  the  5th  and  6th 
dental  socket.  Ou  the  ouu^ide  it  was 
coin  posed  of  the  extreme  portion  of  the 
body  and  branch  of  this  bfuie,  including 
its  obliquity,  terminatinn*  backwards  in 
the  coronoid  process.  The  patient  still 
preserved  on  this  side  the  lliree  larj^e 
molars,  of  which  the  fimt,  imbedded  in 
a  half  socket,  Ibrinv  the  antevo-poaterior 
l  as.'  <»r  the  maxillary  bone,  and  iii>iir])t 
re.si.st  lor  a  length  of  time  the  ordinary 
causes  of  desUruction. 

It  was  at  thia  time  that  the  last  finish 
was  given  to  the  artificial  silver  substi- 
tute, the  execnti«»u  of  which  had  been 
intrusted  to  a  skilful  artist  of  Aiitwi  rji, 
M.  Verschuylen,  from  the  desi^s  of 
Dr.  Forjet.  The  ahtlitj  shewn  ny  the 
artist  in  the  construction  of  thi^  mi^p- 
nious  piece  of  mechanism,  denerv  iug^ 
of  much  commendation  ;  and  we  venture 
to  recommend  such  of  onr  readers  who 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  visiting  the 
In\;ilids  nt  T'jms,  to  inquire  tliere  for  the 
"  (ruHHir  with  the  Silver  Mtuh  liuy 
will  then  be  enabled  to  inspect  the  con- 
trivance, and  to  see  and  convene  with 
its  proprietor.  To  practical  men  the 
visit  will  be  of  deep  interest.  A  short 
description  of  the  mask  itself  is  neces- 
sary, uougb  we  cannot  pretend  to  offer 
a  ffnphic  portrait. 

The  external  part  is  eoni|iovrd  of  .i 
lower  half-mask,  w  ithout  nose  ur  checks. 
Tlie  anterior  edj^cs  are  in  immediate 
contact  with  the  Tower  part  of  the  nasal 
caiiilay;e  and  adjacent  muscles,  and  the 
angles  (d' the  upper  jaw.  The  two  sides, 
or  half-cheeks,  repose  on  the  parotid 
borders  of  the  maxillary  and  the  atemo- 
mastoideum,  so  as  to  conceal  and  en* 
( lo>e  tfie  whole  extent  of  the  deformity. 
In  the  fro  )t  of  its  centre,  that  is,  the  por- 
tion occupied  by  the  lips  and  chin,  toere 
is  an  oblong  square  plate,  or  trap,  open- 
mv^  with  a  lateral  fiiiiiri"  and  mig"; 
this  intif  Id  s  the  surface  ol  tin*  elim,  two 
lips,  anil  jjutldle  sectitm  of  tlie  iiumth. 
Tnis  trap  being  opened  by  tlie  patient^a 
left  hano,  shews  a  second,  or  internal 
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cliin,  ami  romj>lrtc  hovnl  r:ivif y,  ^vith  a 
rcg-ular  set  of"  metal  teeth,  liy  the  aid 
of  this  aperture,  of  which  the  int'cliaiiisiu 
is  extreraely  simple,  a  commmiicattoii  is 
opened  between  the  air  and  the  pha- 
rynx, so  that  he  can  repose  ain!  ]in  atlie 
freely  without  takiu<^  on  his  nia.sk.  This 
is  not  strictly  necesssry  for  the  process 
ofiespiratiou,  as  there  h  an  o])('ning-  be- 
tween the  artificial  lii's;  it  i?»  iiicn'ly 
done  to  ijr'iw  great»  r  I'rt  i  doni  to  the  ac- 
tion of  the  lungs,  and  to  diuiiuish  tiic 
beat 

All  the  points  of  ctmlact  with  the  face 
nrr  skilfinly  ornntnented  with  musta- 
chi«»s  and  whiskers,  which  entirely  co- 
ver the  edgfes.  The  inferior  parts  are 
covered  by  the  cravat ;  and  the  posterior 
art,  which  reaches  ln  hind  the  ear,  liiil 
en  by  allow ijju-  dj,.  hair  to  j'-ruvv  and 
fall  down  over  it.  At  the  distance  of 
two  or  three  yards  it  is  impossible  to 
disting^uish  the  artificial  nature  of  the 
substitute;  tin-  siiltjcct  having  the  ap- 

Cearancc  of  a  luau  ol'  g-ood  constitution 
etween  45  and  50  ^ears  of  age.  Tiie 
mask  is  painted  in  oils,  of  a  tint  analo. 
gous  to  his  complexion,  so  that  the  illn. 
sioii  is  so  strong  that,  unless  forewarned, 
be  might  be  steadfastly  examined  at  a 
short  distance  without  betraying  his 
misfortune. 

The  internal  part  is  divided  into  two 
comnartmenLs.  The  upper,  or  sublin- 
gual section,  is  furnished  with  a  plat- 
fonn  which  sup])orts  the  tonspte,  retains 
it  in  its  proper  |Kisition,  and  regularly 
«  !mH»i<rr?l<rs  its  action  bv  a  comph  te 
alwulai  jaocess,  set  with  ^old  teeth. 
This  ja\(,  being  adapted  With  a  hinge 
and  spring,  can  be  lowered  at  will  by 
the  man's  left  haTnl.  ^o  as  to  a<lniit  fo(»<l. 
The  lower  section  lorms  the  cavity  of 
the  inward  chin,  and  is  disposed  so  as  to 
serve  as  a  reservoir  for  tbi'  saliva  and 
mucous  srt  rrtifms,  which  are  incessantly 
flowing  from  tli«  rrfiiaining  p.notid  and 
glandular  luteguuicnts  of  the  mucous 
membrane ;  these  fluids  are  got  rid  of 
through  a  small  orifice,  by  nn  rely  lean- 
inir  tlie  head  to  one  side.  The  diflVn  iit 
puiUuiis  of  the  mask  are  of  silver, 
strongly  gilt,  and  so  constructed  that 
thev  can  be  taken  to  pieces  in  onler  to 
uiulergn  c!ean?iing,  and  can  be  re-united 
with  fix-  iitnu»st  facility.  The  whole 
iuuirivaiRt ,  an  admirable  proof  of  me- 
chanical skill,  is  maintained  in  its  pro- 
per  place  by  means  of  Indian  rublier 
Dai)rfa;jr<!,  wlii<h  hook  on  the  oreiput 
and  vertex,  and  arc  strengthened  by 
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means  of  a  flexiMe  niefallie  strap,  in- 
tended to  prevent  all  j)os^ibi!ity  of  de- 
rangetueut.  The  weight  is  about  three 
pounds,  and  the  cost  of  the  whole  was 
about  12/.  sterling. 

The  use  of  the  mask  is  by  no  means 
painful  or  inconvenient,  considering  the 
nature  of  the  wound.  It  is,  above  al), 
of  great  assistance  in  arresting  in  their 
passage,  and  retniiying  in  the  rnTf\  of 
the  artificial  chin,  the  salivatory  and 
mucous  secretions ;  it  facilitates  t^c  ac- 
tion of  the  ton^e ;  it  has  restored  a  face 
dreadfully  mutilated  to  a  hnman  fonn; 
it  has  KiTignlarly  soHene*!  the  rigour  of 
the  sutlerer's  fate,  conduced  to  his  com- 
fort, ami  rendered  his  existence  not  only 
desirable,  but  comparatively  happy.  On 
our  last  visit  to  AljihoTi^e  f /mis,  tlie  day 
previous  to  his  <U'parture  for  l.illf\  he 
appeared  in  high  spirits;  he  walked 
anout  with  agility;  used  the  stmnp  of 
the  fore  ann  with  address;  took  off^ sind 
readjusted  his  mask  w  ith  his  h  ft  hand  ; 
spoke  not  only  intelligibly  but  easily; 
he  was  high-coloured,  and  fatter,  as  lie 
stated,  than  he  had  ever  been  prior  to 
his  misfortune.  He  played  at  cards, 
and  soenjcd  to  be  as  proud  of  shewing 
the  mechanism  of  his  artificial  jaw,  as 
be  was  of  the  crosses  of  the  Legion  of 
lituiour  and  Leopold,  that  glittered  on 
his  bosom. 

It  would  be  in  our  power  tu  detail  se- 
veral other  most  interesting  operations 
]»erfonned  by  Dr.  Forjet  during  the 
siege,  but  we  have  already  occupied  too 
much  of  the  reader^  time  with  the  de- 
scription of  the  (lunnci-  with  the  tSil^ 
ver  Matkf**  "whoBe  history,  though  less 
romantic  than  that  of  the  celebrated 
"  IiMii  Mask,"  is  infinitely  more  inte- 
resting to  science  and  humanity.  Of 
the  one,  all  tlmt  can  be  said  is,  ihut  he 
was  the  niyst<!rious  victim  of  that  most 
unparalleled  despotism  that  paved  the 
way  to  tin"  first  l''ren<  li  revotnlion;  in 
the  oilier,  we  have  a  prtiui  oi'  the  glori- 
otts  triumph  of  art,  and  of  the  immense 
progress  of  medical  skill.  Wounds  of  a 
similar  nature  are  not  unfrequent ;  iht^n' 
is  an  instance,  we  believe,  of  something 
analogous  in  the  case  of  Colonel  Cun- 
iiingnam ;  but  as  lar  as  we  have  been 
able  to  ascertain,  no  recovery  from  such 
coniplieated  lac<T<itions  is  nn  record  in 
France,  nor  had  the  substitution  (»f  an 
entire  artificial  jaw  ever  been  projecwd, 
or  successfully  executed,  until  the  pre« 
sent  instaiux. 
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M .  HUZARD  ON  THB  FLESH  OF  DISEASED  AKIMAIS 


EFFECT  OF  DrST,  AND  OTHER 
SUPPOSED  IHKITA^TS,  OH  TH£ 
LUNGS. 

Br  M.  Pamnt  Duchatblst. 


A  SPECULATOR  ill  Paris  wished  to  esta- 
blish a  magazine  for  beating  carpets: 
tlie  neighbours  complained  of  it  as  a 
nuisance,  the  matter  was  referred,  hy 
the  Board  of  Health,  to  M.  Parent 
Duchatdet,  and  his  answer  contains 
some  tntemtin^  paitiealan.  Three  ob- 
jections were  taken  to  this  carpet-beat- 
ing ej»tiiblisbnient :  1st,  its  insalubrity; 
2dl^',  its  bc'iug  disagreeable  on  account 
of  the  noise ;  3dl^,  the  depreciation  ef- 
lected  in  tlie  adjoining  property.  Of 
course  we  have  only  to  (lo  with  tfie  two 
first.  The  chic4'  point  insisted  on  was 
the  bad  etkcti  of  Ibe  particles  of  wool 
floating  in  the  atmoepnerc ;  and  to  de- 
ci<lo  tlii'^,  tlie  reporter  visited  the  apart- 
nientj>iu  all  tlio  hospitals  in  Paris  \^'hcrc 
tiie  mattresses  are  made  up;  and  the  result 
was  uniformly,  that  if  the  peiwns  em- 
ployed  were  preyiouslj  well  they  retain- 
ed their  healtii  even  m  tlie  atmosphere 
so  charged  with  dust  tiiat  one  could 
scarcely  see  in  it ;  but  that  if  the  per- 
son were  already  phthisical,  or  disposed 
to  phthisis,  he  coukl  not  brar  It.  The 
Slime  inquiries  were  instituted  at  the  va- 
rious military  establishments  in  the 
French  capital,  and  with  the  same  uni- 
form residts.  They  akovnited  the  esta- 
blishment of  M.  Tcmnnx,  at  Rouen, 
where  the  hair  of  the  Caehemire  and 
Chamois  is  beaten.  It  is  impossible  to 
Soma  an  idea  of  the  thick  snd  suffocat- 
ing dust  in  this  place,  and  yet,  accord- 
ing  to  tlie  statements  of  the  Morkmen 
and  of  M.  Temaux,  it  did  notaiTect  the 
health,  though  it  was  oxtrraiely  disa- 
greeable. The  reporter  saw*  several  ope- 
rntive«i,  ;hh1  even  some  Ar  th*-  who  had 
not  quitud  the  estabiislmieut  ibr  several 
years. 

1  Iierc  are  in  Parish  number  of  places 

ill  "liieli  ten  or  twenty  women  and  up- 
wards are  cniplnyc*!  in  cutting  the  fur 
of  hares  and  rabbits their  clothes  and 
eren  their  hair  become  covered  with  it : 
they  breathe  immense  quantities  of  it, 
because  they  e;ui  only  work  in  a  closed 
Opartnicnt;  nevertheless,  these  women 
eiyoy  good  health,  and  generally  c<m- 
tinuo  we  <»ocupatiou  during  many  yean. 
In  rMnfimiation  of  the  alM.>e  it  may  be 
added,  that  hundreds  of  hatters  have 


been  examined,  and  fon?i«!  td  rTii(»y  tlie 
most  perfect  health,  with  entire  frcedtnn 
from  any  pulmonary  airection. 

These  ulostrationa  may  suliiee  at  to 
the  effect  of  dust  consideicd  as  an  aai- 
raal  substance,  and  as  eonveying  nti-^'^- 
uiata  or  other  principles  ui'  disease.  Let 
us  next  view  them  as  mere  mechanical 
agents.  If  clay  or  silex,  reduced  to 
powder,  could  by  their  intriKluction  into 
the  chest  pmdurp  spilt iny^  of  blood  and 
phthisis,  nhat  would  become  of  our 
coachmen  and  postilions,  our  traveOett* 
and  a  host  of  persons  whose  hoasea  are 
by  the  ro:\(1-^if|e  "i" 

Plasterers  (into  whose  state  we  have 
inquired  at  all  the  establishments  in 
Paris)  suffer  no  inconvenience :  ffca 
workers  in  charcoal  arc  insensible  to 
the  dust  of  th*^  eliHirnal,  though  it  bo 
hard  enough  to  polish  luctals. 

If  individuals,  whose  resulralion  ia 
more  or  le»s  disturbed,  ana  wbo  an 
painfully  affected  by  slight  barometrical 
changes,  or  who  are  threat^'neil  with 
consumption,  are  exposed  to  an  atmo- 
sphere cloudcMl  with  diKt,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  of  its  being  injurious,  but  it 
does  not  appear  fh-it  »lispase  is  nriiriimtcfl 
by  such  cause,  ailiiough  it  may  be  ag- 
gravated when  already  ptesent  In  a 
public  point  of  view,  the  reporter  regarda 
the  most  serious  objection  to  e-stabH>h- 
ments  for  beating  caqiets  in  the  midst 
of  towns,  to  consist  in  the  most  monoto- 
nous, deafening,  and  almost  unceasing 
noise,  which  they  occasion*. 


REPORT  ON  THE  EXPOSING  FOR 
SALE  THE  FLESH  OF  ANIMALS^ 
Whiek  Imvt  dwi  ^fvurunu  Dimm, 
'  Bt  M.  Hvzard. 

The  disadvantage  arising  irom  the  sale 
of  animals  which  have  been  diseased, 
has  been  pointed  out  to  the  goremment, 

and  mc'uis  have  been  taken  to  prevent 
this  abuse,  as  tlan-jferous  to  the  health  of 
persons  in  stiuiteiied  circouisunces, 
w  ho  generally  use  the  cheapest  ibotf. 
'i  lie  first  pomt  to  be  ascertained  ia, 
wlKti  diseases,  in  animals  intende<l  je»r 
the  butcher,  can  give  to  the  meat  ita 
hurtful  qualities.  One  only  presented 
this  tbancler— viz.  maKgnant  postnloy 
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{chnvhon).  There  arc  no  wcll-autliiMit icat- 
cii  examples  uf  acciilciitii  rcsultiii|^  from 
the  iMeofammtls  which  have  died  of,  or 
been  slauLrlitcrcd  wliilc  labourinff  undar 
oIImt  f'»ni  I  laints.    Thrrc  an^  cvru  iiiiinf'- 
ruu8  iu^taiices  of  pcrsuiis  having  eaten 
the  flesh  of  animiUs  who  have  died 
of  carbuncle,  without  expcrieneitig'  any 
injury,  while  those  ^vho  have  cut  up  the 
carcases  have  been  aH'ectcd  with  malitr. 
uant  pustule.    It  would  appear  that  the 
act  of  cooldnff  dcstrojrs  ae  €ontag^iou« 
poison  of  this  aisease,  which,  with  hydro, 
phobia,  is  almost  the  sole  disease  «-oinniu- 
nicable  from  the  lower  auiniais  to  man. 
(Hu  the  reporter  fbi^pot  the  vaedne  ?) 
The  contagious  typhus  fever  of  cattle, 
which  prevailed  among  then  in  1814-15 
and  16,  did  not  prevent  thousands  of 
the  diseased  animals  from  being*  eaten, 
without  any  accident  leading*  to  the  he- 
iief  tlKit  tfie  food  was  injured.  From 
time  immemorial,  the  flesh  of  cattle 
labouring*  under  pulmonary  consump- 
tton  in  Tariotts  stages,  haa  been  con. 
sumed  in  Paris  without  any  inconveni- 
ence resnltinsf.    It  appenrs,  therefore, 
to  be  well  ascertained,  that  animal  food 
•ochaoffed  in  cooking  may  be  regarded 
aa  five  mnn  danger.    In  a  public  point 
of  Ticw,  then,  \.hvrv  nre  but  two  kinds  of 
flcflb  the  use  of  which  requires  to  be  pre- 
▼ented— namely,  that  which  is  spoued, 
and  th  at  of  animakhavin^had  Bia]i||fnant 
pnsttile.    In  Paris,  greit  ntfcTition  is 
directed  to  these  points,  and  no  cattle  in  a 
snspiciuus  condition  are  allowed  to  be 
slaag|[htered  without  a  certificate  from  a 
v  eterinary  surgeon  as  to  the  safety  of 
doing  so,  aaiefuds  the  oonaumen*. 


ANALYSES  anjo  NOTlCESor  BOOKS. 
"  L'Auteur  se  tue  a  allooger  ce  qae  1«  lect«ur  »e 

A  Trt  atise  on  tk»  Di*cn~<ex  of  the  Eye, 
Bv  W.  l^wuNCE,  F.R.S.  Ste,  &c 

Thbbe  are  few  departments  of  the  heal- 

hus  art  which  havr  been  more  assidu- 
ously cultivated  of  late  years  than  that 
of  ophthalmic  surgery.  *  Numerous  Ta* 
luable  essays  and  papers  on  particular 

Iioints  have   been  published,  and  wc 
lave  also  had  more  tlian  <Mie  systematic 
treatise.    To  tliis  lai»t  iilnss  belongs  the 

*  AaiMlc«4*HyBlcM  PaMlqaej  JaUltt  lOt. 


\v(»rk  hoforc  ns,  and  with  the  exception 
of  Mr.  Mackeiixie's  Complete  Practical 
Treatii0  an  the  Diiea$e9  of  the  Eve,  it 
is  the  mo^  elaborate  which  has  hitherto 
M]>pr:\red  in  an  Engllsli  garb.    The  op- 
portunities enjo^'ed  by  Mr.  Lawrence, 
in  having  been  lor  many  years  one  of  tlie 
surgeons  to  the  London  Ophthalmic  In- 
/imiar}',  together  witli  his  general  pn*- 
fessional  knowledge,  and  bis  acquaint- 
ance with  German  literature,  have  af- 
forded him  advantages  of  no  ordinary 
kind  in  the  construction  of  bis  work,  in 
which  we  find  the  combined  results  n( 
his  own  practice  and  obserration,  with 
the  science  and  experience  of  the  most 
eminent   surgeons   on   the  continent. 
The  anatomy  and  physiology  of  tlic 
eye  are  succinctly  detailed,  out  with 
great  clearness,  and  with  sufficitut  mi- 
nuteness to  serve  the  purpose  of  an  in- 
troduction to  the  path(d(n4^y  '"id  ti-eat- 
ment.  These  lust  subjects  are  fully  and 
satisfactorily  discusstxt,  and  the  whole 
subject  handled  in  a  manner  consistent 
witJi  the  previous  reputation  of  the  au- 
tlior.     VVe  extract  the  section  on  the 
curious  subject  of  parasitic  animals,  be- 
cause it  is  suited  lo  our  limited  space, 
and  at  the  same  time  illustrates  the  cha* 
racier  of  the  work 

**Enio/.<>a  (itttemml  or  purauitic  ani- 
trui/.s  )  in  t  in;  eyt$  of  man  and  of  other 

rcrtchralia. 

"  It  has  been  long  well  known  that 
a  species  of  filaria  (tbread-woriu)  is  oc- 
casionally found  iu  the  anterior  cham- 
ber of  til  horse's  eye,  moving  rapidly 
about  in  the  aqueous  humour.  The 
circumstance,  though  rare  iu  these 
dimatea,  is  by  no  means  uncommon 
iu  India,  w  here  it  is  oaljr  seen  during 
the  cold  months,  nnt  having  been  ob- 
served before  Uie  hegiuuiug  of  October, 
or  later  than  the  end  of  February,  or 
the  commencement  of  March.  'The 
heavier  the  rains  have  l)<'cn  flurinn- 
the  periodical  rainy  season,  and  parlieu- 
larly  towards  its  close,  tlie  mure  nume- 
rous have  cases  of  worm  in  tlie  eye  been 
durintc  tlie  subsequent  cold  season. 
They  occur  chielly  in  low  districf.s,  he- 
ing  hardly  kiioHu  in  the  upper  pro. 
yince9,  where  the  soil  and  climate  are 
drier.  Mr.  Gibb,  surgeon  to  the  East 
India  Conipanx 's  stud  at  Poonah,  used 
to  sec  about  iweniy  cases  annually. 
Thirty  cases  oeenrrcu  in  otie  season,  at 
Poonah,  among  the  young  stock,  while 
in  another  depot,  situated  higher  (Ghase* 
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poor),  not  a  single  case  occurred  during 
the  same  time.  Two  worms  bave  some- 
times, but  nurelj,  been  seen  in  the  same 
eye  at  one  time ;  and  a  second  worm 
lias  made  its  apnea ranco  in  an  eye  from 
which  one  had  been  extracted  some 
months  hefore.  Similar  worms  are  met 
with  in  the  stomach  and  intestines  of 
the  horse ;  also,  according  to  sonic  re- 
ports, in  the  cellular  stihstanco  of  the 
loius.  The  niiiiital,  which  ha.s  received 
the  name  of  filaria  papjlloM^  is  about 
an  inch  long,  equal  in  size  to  a  sewing- 
tliri'ad,  white  or  darktr  coloured.  It 
cau!»e.s  iuflamiuutioii  of  the  eye,  with 
vneanness,  watering,  and  turbidity  of 
the  anterior  chamber.  Opacity  of  the 
cornea  comes  on,  and  bliiitlncss  en<;ue8- 
These  results  ni  ! y  Vie  prevented  by  ex- 
tracting the  annual.  A  small  incision 
is  made  in  the  cornea  with  a  lancet,  and 
the  worm  comes  out  with  the  aqneons 
humour. 

•*  This  worm  has  been  seen  in  the 
horse's  eve  in  Europe*. 

*•  In  tfie  work  just  quoted.  Dr.  Nord- 
mann,  of  Odessa,  describes  th«*  circum- 
stances which  led  liini  to  discover  the 
existence  of  entozoa  in  the  eyes  of  seve- 
ral ?ertebra1ia;  and  he  g^ves  a  minute 
account  of  them,  illustrated  by  beautiful 
figures,  representing  their  form  and  in  - 
ternal  structure.  His  researches,  which 
were  carried  on  during  eighteen  months, 
from  March  1830  to  September  1831, 
embrnced  numerous  eyes  of  honied  cat- 
tle, sheep,  pijr*,  (rog»,  lizards,  and 
hshes,  with  some  from  the  human  sub> 
ject,  and  Inrds.  He  (bund  entozoa  of 
the  genus  filaria  in  the  human  eye,  atid 
in  that  of  the  gadus  BPglcfiniis  (ha<l()ck), 
of  the  genus  asvaris  in  llie  Irog,  of  the 
^uu8  oxyiiris  in  the  perch,  of  the  genus 
eyUicercus  in  the  pig,  and  trenuUMUt  in 
great  alnindaiice  in  other  fishes.  The 
genera  examined  for  this  purpose  were 
mursDn*»,  gadus,  perea,  gastcrosteus,  co- 
bitis,  silurus,  eyprinus,  salnio,  emx^ 
pleuronectes.  In  the  fish  he  first  foiiiui 
entozoa  in  the  vitrceirs  linmonr,  but  he 
subsequently  met  with  tht  iii  in  the  crys- 
talliuf,  between  the  lens  and  its  capsule, 
between  the  lamina  of  the  cornea,  in 
the  iris  and  retina,  in  the  choroid  gland, 
between  the  selemtica  and  retina,  and 
in  the  aqueous  humour.  In  the  crystal- 
line lens  of  some  fish  they  are  so  nume- 

*  NurdmaiiD,  ftlikron-aphtiiche  lit:UrA((e  zur  Nm- 
turgeNcliuht.-  der  WbbtellMeii  Tlalcrei  Cntca 
Jl»ft,p,  11-13. 
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rous  as  to  render  it  more  or  less  opaque, 
and  thus  to  impair  or  injure  sight. 

**  A  species  of  filaria  (Jilaria  medi-^ 
nensis  P )  has  been  seen  under  the  con- 
junctiva oculi  in  the  West  IndieSp 
Scbuu  bas  quoted  some  tacts  of  this 
kind.  A  case  was  related  to  him  by  I>r. 
Gaertner,  who  had  resided  long  in  the 
West  Indies.  A  blackish  tlm  ad-like 
streak,  which  moved,  was  sec  u  in  the 
conjunctiva  of  u  negro  girl.  lu  a  little 
time  it  had  disappeared,  and  a  slander 
bluish  line  was  oDserved  in  the  tmper 
eye  lid.  Tt  appeared  like  a  smalf  rti- 
tancous  vein,  and  moved  iu  various  di. 
rections.  Dr.  Gaertner  considered  it  to 
be  the  fnitneft-worm  ;  he  made  an  inci* 
sion,  and  extracted  the  animal. 

"  Dr.  Nurduiann  examined  two  lenti- 
cular cataracts,  taken  from  an  elderly' 
man,  half  an  bonr  af^er  they  had  beea 
extra  r  d  1  \y  Professor  Von  Graefe .  I  n 
one  (if  tin  sr,  \vhich  was  still  partially 
surrounded  l»v  the  capsule,  he  observeii 
in  the  Morga^^nian  fluid  two  very  smaU 
and  delicate  rings,  w  hich  he  deafly  le. 
cognized  under  the  microscope  as  con. 
vofuted  filari'e.  One  of  tlii-  two  harl 
been  injured  in  the  middle,  probably  by 
the  cataract  needle,  so  that  the  intestines 
had  come  out  of  the  body,  and  were  vi- 
sihh-  as  sleuder  threads  The  other  was 
uninjured,  of  uniform  lliickuess,  three- 
quarters  of  a  line  long,  and  extremely 
narrow.  It  was  spirally  convoluted, 
and  conndetely  dead.  A  i^imple  intesti- 
nal canal,  a  mouth  without  visible  p;i 
pillte,  au  uterus,  and  a  prominent  anal 

Sperture,  could  be  diKtinguisbed.  In 
le  other  lens,  which,  as  is  usual, 
was  completely  free  from  the  capsule, 
nothing  similar  could  be  discovereti. 
Dr.  Nordmann  calls  this  entozoon  Jila* 
ria  oculi  humani.  He  adds,  that  he 
had  since  examined  several  cataracts, 
and  huiiiau  eyes  under  various  cir- 
cumstance without  discovering  any 
entozoa. 

In  a  second  part  of  the  same  w  ork, 

the  anthor  recites  two  addifional  in. 
stances  of  tntozoa  found  in  the  opaque 
lens.  lie  says,  *  lu  the  mouib  of  May 
1832, 1  was  present  at  two  operationa  of 
extraction  performed  on  old  women,  by 
Proffs-^or  Juengken.  I  found  a  living 
liiunu^  hvc  lines  and  a  half  long,  iu  the 
act  of  casting  its  skin  (in  derh&utung 
1h  irriffenc),  in  one  lens  of  the  fint  pa- 
tient, a  case  of  green  lenticular  cataract. 
Ho  extfttueuus  living  body  was  disco* 
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rcrcd  in  the  other  len*^.  Tlie  second 
case  was  more  intercstiiijr,  as  it  presciit- 
eil  the  tirst  example  of  microscopical  en- 
tozoa  pmsessiDip  ftoeken  (trtvMttoda^ 
Rudolpni),  being'  found  in  the  human 
iA*x]\\  iruli\ idiials  nf  the  g"enus 
mouostoma  were  found  in  the  substance 
of  the  lens.  These  minute  beiny^  were 
situated  in  the  upper  sinta  of  &  crp. 
talline;  Ihey  were  one-tenth  of  a  hue 
long",  and  moved  slng-cpshly  when 
placed  in  wann  water.  The  examina- 
tion took  place  immediately  after  the 
operation.  In  both  cases  the  opacity 
was  not  yet  eomplete,  and  the  lenticular 
substance  was  soft.' 

**  Dr.  Gescheidt  and  Pn»fessor  Von 
Ammon  found,  in  liie  crystalline  lens, 
four  entozoa  of  the  genus  di^oma^  in  a 
case  of  congenital  cataract. 

'*  Ctfxtirercm  ceiiufnsfr  in  the  anterior 
i  kamher  of  the  human  cue. — This  hyda- 
ttd,  consistiiis'  of  a  small  globular  Tesi- 
cle,  with  a  slender  neck»  of  which  the 
end  is  a  little  enlarged,  so  as  to  form  a 
kind  oDio  ul,  which  is  fonnd  allovertbe 
body  ot  ijie  domestic  pig  under  certain 
circuinstanccs.  occurs  also  in  the  eye  of 
the  animal,  wnere  it  has  been  seen  boUi 
in  the  anterior  and  pn^tirior  chamber. 
It  lias  been  twice  observed  in  tlu'  ante- 
rior cii amber  of  the  human  eye,  tioutiug 
in  the  aqueous  humor.  Dr.  W.  Soem. 
merrin^  communicated  the  first  instance 
to  the  as<;emMy  of  Gorman  naturalists 
at  Hcidelhcryf,  in  the  year  1829;  it  was 
published  iu  the  Isis,  ib30,  p.  717,  from 
which  Dr.  Nordmann  has  taken  the 
following*  account;** 

** '  A  livinr^  rjfftti^ercug^  of  the  <-r/»'  of 
a  vetch,  was  tnrnied  in  the  anterior 
chamber  of  tlie  left  eye  of  a  girl  eigh- 
teen years  old,  and  otherwise  healthy. 
It  was  said  to  have  shown  itself  afieran 
acute  inflammation  of  the  nrirriTi.  I  ^aw, 
and  delineated  it,  two  months  after- 
wards, when  no  trace  of  inflammation 
remained,  excepting  a  slight  blush  of 
red  round  the  cornea,  on  excitement  of 
the  organ.  Ttejiii^ed  nr*  pain,  «it merely 
a  transient  uneasiness  when  it  moved 
considerably;  and  interfered  with  sight 
only  when  it  eamc  before  the  pupil. 
Usually  it  lay  at  the  bottom  of  the  ante- 
rior chamber,  like  an  iuiperfeetly  dis- 
solved lens,  where  it  apjieared  as  a  oar- 
tiallj  transparent  sphere,  from  which 
there  was,  at  one  point,  a  milk-white 
opaque  prominence.  Tn  this  situation 
the  thick  wrinkled  portion  of  the  neck 


orcasionally  projected,  sometimes  spon- 
taneously, vfrnietiiTrix  in  consequence  of 
gently  rubbing  the  upner  eye-lid.  Then 
«owly  eame  out  the  tninner  thread-like 
half,  enditi;^  in  a  head  with  four  suckers 
and  a  double  circle  of  hooks.  (The  lat- 
ter eircumstapet  s,  however,  were  not 
distinguished  till  the  animal,  after  ex- 
traction, had  been  examined  with  the 
raicroscoiie.)  The  body  of  the  animal 
changfe<l  itn  fiffnre,  more  or  less  quickly, 
from  the  ortlinary  globidar  to  an  oval  or 
pyriform  shape.  It  generally  lay  half 
a  line  from  the  margin  of  the  cornea,  on 
account  of  the  narrow  interval  between 
the  two  parts  at  their  circumference. 
The  neck  hung  downwards  like  a  leaden 
plummet.  It  was  not  attached,  but 
moved  freely,  and  changed  itn  position 
according  to  the  movements  of  the  head, 
always  ]passjn<jf  downwanls.  In  the 
coursiC  ol  seven  mouths  it  had  become 
twice  as  lai^  as  when  first  observed, 
and  had  attained  the  magnitude  of  a 
pea,  when  it  was  extracted  alive  by  Dr. 
Schott,  thronph  a  incision  of  the 

cornea.  It  was  put  in  lukewarm  water, 
and  coutinued  to  move  more  than  half 
an  hour;  it  then  became  srradually 
opaque  and  white,  ami  we  could  plainly 
disiinn-Mi^li  w  ith  the  microscope  tiir  four 
prouiincnl  suckers  with  their  orihces, 
and  the  double  circle  of  hooks  in  the 

middle  of  them.  As  it  corresjionded  in 
all  respects,  not  only  wiili  the  delinea- 
tions of  doze  and  Bremscr,  but  with 
other  similar  specimens  from  the  human 
body,  which  I  compared  with  it,  I  could 
have  no  hesitation  in  considering  it  as  a 
ri/sticrrcuf!  celluhstp,  which,  so  far  as  T 
know,  has  never  been  observed  in  the 
human  eye,  altliough,  according  to  Van 
der  Hoeren,  it  is  &und  in  that  of  the 

'*  Tl)»'  cA^c  of  another  patient,  in 
whose  eye  there  is  a  livinc"  cysticercus, 
has  been  recently  published  by  Mr. 
Log^n,  of  New  Lanark,  in  a  pamphlet 
which  I  have  not  seen.  A  des(  ription 
of  the  aj)pearanccs,  illustratc«l  hy  luo 
woodcuts,  has  been  sent  to  the  London 
Medical  Gazette  *y  Mr.  Mackenzie, 
of  Glasgow.  The  disease  exists  in  a 
lively  and  otherwise  healthy  girl,  seven 
years  of  age.    From  ihr  month  of  Au- 

Sist  1832,  to  the  following  January, 
ere  bad  been  repeated  attacks  of  in* 
flammatiim  in  the  left  eye,  which  had 
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lendered  the  coraem  nebulous,  and  stai    MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

coniiiiucH  so  severe  as  to  threaten  Ions  Saiurdaw.  AugUft  94, 1833. 

of  st«^lit:  the  hiflnnmmtorv  symptoms,  " 
however,  wiUided,  leaving *a  slight  opa- 

citV  of  the  cornea.    *  After  a  week  the  Licet  oinntl>u«,  licet  eti«m  mil.!,  dlpn.l«Um 

did  w»  .gd.  bn.u«h.  .«  MrJ.,Ran,  ^--^^^  -^^^  PS:^;^;^^'  " 

lUfho,  oiicxaiiiunn^  the  eye,  discovtrod,  Cna»ow 

to  his  great  surprise,  a  semi-trausparcut   

My,  of  ahout  two  lines  in  ?»«»^'',  ^j.^          CHARITIES  AND  SKI.F. 

floating  unattached  in  the  anterior  cham-  ni^PPNSARTFS 

her.     This  l,(.dy  appeared  ahnost  per-  SUPPOKUiNt»  DISPENSARILS. 

fectlv  s]>h(  riral,'  except  that  there  pro-  yftuj^  shallow  scribhlrrs  of  the  dail/ 

ceed'ed  from  its  lower  cd^  a  slender  j  (to  their  shame  be  it  spok.  n) 

f»roeew.of  a  white  colour,  with  a  slightly  F*^»        '  ' 

e^tr,  «ot  unlike  ihfprl  of  U.o»e  of  the  medical  press  A^, 

iK.scis  of  the  common  house-fly.    This  go  on  to  iiulul^a-  their  spleen  and  ibt  ir 

process  Mr.  L.  observed  to  be  of  ^eater  n,,)  hum-  in  imifpnerotis  insinuations 

specific  gravity  than  the  spkencal  or  3";^.^,,,^^  tj,,,  motiv  >  of  tbemembtrs  of 

cy»ac  iK,rtion  w  that  It  always  turned  -                        i,  ^rifving  that 

into  the  most  dcpcnfling  positi(>n.    He  it       ,            k     /      i  • 

also  remarked  that  it  was  projectod  or  every  day's  cxpcrieiK  est  rves  i)ut  to  bniiff 

elongated  from  time  to  time,  and  agam  foitb  fresh  proof  of  the  real  integrity 

retracted,  w  aa  to  be  oonipletelj  hid  ^j.  ^y^^^  niotives,  and  of  the  truly ^liu- 

within  the  cystic  portion,  while  this,  m  .    ^^^.^^^  .^^j    i     ^y,,^  generaUy 

its  tuni,  also  assumed  various  rh an sfes  '  »  b   ^ 

of  lonn,  rxpliciibleonlyon  the  supposi-  speaking,  Uie  proceedings  of  medical 

tioii  of  the  whole  constituting  a  JivinK-  men  arc  conducted.  People  maj  talk 
hydatid.*    Mr.  Mackenzie  found  tJic       occasional  examples  of  medical  men 

.T.:e':H?"lSn,\%thrrLi'd%"^^^^  »t-kU«R  for  t^u^  ^ro^ 

m  she  sat  before  me  in  a  moderate  li^ht,  secure  thai  remmieratHm  to  whicli  Uiey 

the  animal  eov^ved  the  two  lower  thuds  feel  ihemselves  entitled ;  hot  we  beliere 

of  the  pupil.  Watchingr  it  carefully,  ita  ^  ^  cannot  be  denied,  that  in  no 

cystic  portion  w     s,  on  to  he  more  or  ^Uamm  aie  there  SO  many  ia. 

les?;  spherical,  and  thcu  to  assume  a  flat-  '^^^       -                   _^  *r 

lened  form,  while  its  proboscis  I  saw  at  stances  of    very  ptmnpt  effUauMi  or 

one  moment  thrust  suddenly  down  to  beneficence  and  wilHognesa  to  exert 

the  bottom  of  the  anterior  chamber,  and  (yf}^^  ought  to  be)  a  lucrative  art  where 

at  the  7>rxt  .Irawn  npso  comple  tely  as  j,™  of  lucie."    The  sternly 

scarcely  to  be  visible.    Mr.  Mcikle  .       *        1   •    1     1  j 

turned  the  child's  head  gently  back,  and  remunefatioil  of  the  clerical  ortlcr,  and 

instantly  the  hydatid  revolved  through  the  safe  anticipatory  method  adopted  by 

the  aqueons  humotir,  so  that  the  pro-  our  legal  friends,  ptedude  the  necessity 

boscis  fell  to  the  upnci  e(l-(  of  the  cor-  ^^j.  ^j^^j^.  gathering  ttp  the  ccumbs  after 

nca,  now  become  the  more  tlepcudiiig  ,     -    7  • 

part   On  the  child  again  leaning  for-  the  feast  is  over,  or  seekmg  for  th«r 

waid,  it  settled  like  alittle  balloon  ill  its  dues  after  services  arc  rendered:  while 

former  position,  preventing-  the  patient  the  medical  body  have  usually  to  con- 

trom  seeing  objects  dircdly  belure  her,  ^^^^  ^-^^  ^j^^  ingratitude  of  human  11a- 

;'i&f;i!^::?of.S.7:e^"u^d  ...d       ro^ed     inc..  ...  r,.r,.. 

above/  As  the  child  ^^  brnlthy,  and  of  selfishness  after  tliev  have  -towcU 
the  eye  free  from  intiaininatioii,  it  has  all  their  pains  on  the  niitiLiatioii  or  re- 
uot  6ecn  tliought  advisable  to  insti-  n^oval  of  sufrerinir.  Something  of  this, 
tute  any  treatment  in  reference  to  this        ,    .  .    .u      •  1    vC  <i, . 

parasiTiL  iXuUttt  Of  tbe  «M<rior  »"  -  I'™''' 'I-' 

chamber."  foundeiN  of    our   ])nilession,  who,  in 

uniting  the  healing  art  to  a  more  cer- 
  tain  and  liu  rativr  calling,  disilajned  to 

receive,  for  their  works  ol  hunirtiuty, 
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otlu  r  than  honomiy  fees.    But  it  is  not 
a  little  painful  to  consider  how  this  cus- 
torn  bag  brrn  taken  advantage  of  in  al- 
most all  subsequent  times,  and  to  And 
it  occasionallj  hinted  to  medieal  persons 
who  have  attempted  to  recover  by  law 
what,  by  the  fair  dealing*  and  courtesy 
of  snrietv,  thcv  shotiM  Iiavc  obuiiued 
uidumt  trouble — to  hear  it,  we  say, 
)^vely  stated  to  them  by  judicial  wisdom 
(in  the  words  of  I>onl  Kenvou),  "  that  it 
has  bt^i'ii  understood,  in  this  country, 
that  the  fees  of  a  physician  are  iiono- 
rary,  and  not  deniaiulahle  of  rig^bt ;  and 
it  is  much  more  for  tlie  cretlit  and  jank 
of  that  honourable  body,  aud  perhaps 
fur  tiicir  benefit  also,  that  they  should  be 
so  considered."   This,  to  be  sure,  is  a 
werj  flattering'  unction  for  the  pride  of 
professionil  merit,— a  bait  for  the  fer> 
beaimnee  of  me^ieU  dairaants— but  one 
^tailing  a  serious  tax  on  those  whom  it 
serves  to  silence:  a  wajr  of  getting  rid 
of  a  demand  most  convenient  for  those 
•who  are  burthened  vritfa  no  generosi^. 
The  surgical  part  of  the  profession, 
however,  being  understood  to  be  enti- 
tlcd  to  fees,  and  forced  on  many  oeca- 
siims,  for  veiy  subsistence  sake,  to  shew 
the  validity  of  their  title— on  them  does 
the  ehaige  not  rarely  fail  of  being*  hard 
and  mercenary  in  their  dealings.  But  let 
all  things  be  fairly  talccninto  account,  and 
it  will,  we  think,  be  in  g*f*neral  found  that 
such  proceediiij^ps  on  the  part  of  surgeons 
are  purely  defensive,  and  waiTanted  fully, 
!!i  most  eases,  by  the  meaiuiess  of  the 
people  with  whom  they  have  to  deal. 
Doubtle«5s  there  is  n!eannp«i,<«  to  be  met 
with  ill  the  condnet  of  many  eoniaxltti 
with  the  profe*«5ioii,  and  exanijdes  arc 
sonH'iiines  brouii-lit  before  the  public  eye, 
of  men  actuated  by  sordid  principles  in 
the  exercise  of  a  liberal  art,  or  in  with- 
holding (which  is  worse)  their  services 
wheretheyacenoebanoeof  remoneratiMi: 
but  in  a  numerous  pralcssion,soch  exam- 
ples must  be  allowed  to  be  rare,  and  are 
chiefly  made  conspicuous  in  consequence 
of  their  rarity.  The  occasion  of  the  call 


b  critical ;  a  life.  i>erchance,  is  at  stake; 
and  tlie  fact  of  refusing  to  interierc 
where  there  is  no  prospect  of  an  equiva- 
lent (so  obvious  and  natural  in  other  cir« 
cumstanees)  is  here  looked  upon  as  a 
monstrous  iuhumanitv.    The  truth,  in 
short,  is,  that  the  demands  wliich  are 
frci|uriitly  made  on  medical  men  arc 
Very   often    most   unreasonable,  and 
founded  upon  uuthiu^  else  than  the  emy 
generosity  which  some  of  our  predcees. 
sors  were  in  the  habit  of  displaying, 
but  which  we  plain  moderns  cannot  well 
afford.    Whence  it  is  most  evidently 
incumbent  on  all  parties  to  understand 
fully  how  they  stand  related  to  each 
other;  aud  among  the  many  benefits 
which  promise  to  arise  flmn  the  spread  of 
Self-supporting  Dispensaries  through- 
out the  country,  this  we  value  as  one  of 
the  chief-<-4hat  while  the  right  of  medi- 
eal  men  to  remuneration  becomes  move 
generaUy  understood,  the  sacrifices  not 
reluctantly  made  by  the  profession  in 
the  exercise  of  their  laborious  dutiea, 
become  at  the  same  time  more  intoUigi- 
ble,  in  the  ascertainment  of  those  ex- 
ceedingly humble  terms  on  which  the 
bodily  wants  of  the  poorer  classes  of  so- 
ciety may  be  administered  to.  In  this 
we  surely  possess  one  of  those  practical 
proofii  of  the  innate  benevolence  of  omr 
profession  to  which  wc  have  already 
alluded,  and  a  complete  answer  to  the 
sneers  of  detractors:  in  this  also  %vc 
w  iW  add,  do  v»e  possevw  in  some  nieasnrf 
the  elements  of  a  perfect  reform  in  tlir 
internal   ee(»nomy   of    the  profession, 
Clinch  will  ultimately  set  it   upon  a 
stable  and  satisfactory  foundation. 

The  business  of  getting  up  dispen- 
saries, wc  are  aware,  is  often  denounced 
in  no  very  measured  terms;  among*  the 
babble  with  which  it  is  frequently  as- 
sailed, the  charge  of  jobbery  is  fre- 
quent; aud  a  coteniporary,  notorious 
for  the  Ibuhiess  as  well  astibe  marvdlona 
impunity  of  his  aspersions  on  the  pro- 
fewion,  has  recently  leiteialed  that 
chajge.  Now  putting  out  of  the  ques- 
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tlon  tbc  fact,  that  eveiy  business  per-  down  o.i  the  principle  of  cxcIimUh^ 
formed  by  man  for  man,  whether  for  pe-  those  who  li»  e  by  capital,  and  althoug^h 
caniary  profit  or  otherwise,  may  in  a  the  Committee  will  have  to  make  ex- 
certain  sense  be  called  a  job ;  not  for-  ceptions  to  this,  still  it  is  tlirir  interest 
getting  at  the  same  time,  that  there  are  to  act  fairly  up  to  the  spirit  of  it, 
few  callings  which  do  important  jobs  and  Ut  take  ihc  advice  of  the  surgeons 
of  this  sort  more  disinterestedly  than  in  doin^  so,  as  well  as  to  cojisider  the 
docs  our  profession;  whatever,  in  fine,  surgeons' ronvmionce,  by  lusurinir  ihv 
be  the  jobbing  of  medical  men  in  other  n^nilar  ittiHlaucc  uf  the  patient,  at  ihc 
matters,  in  this  of  the  adoption  of  the  times  appointed."  And  a^rain,  in  corra- 
Self  siipportinfT  Dispensary  system,  it  I'oral  on  of  what  we  have  just  n<.w  ob- 
must  be  generally  admitted,  that  Uiey  served,  Dr.  CaJvert  says,  -  1  may  add, 
are  actuated  hr  none  but  the  most  pure  that  the  surgeons  connected  with  them 
and  honourable  motives.  Dispensary  Associations),  profea» 
We  have  been  led  into  tin  so  re-  themselves,  with  few  exceptions,  to  be 
mark,  hv  the  perusal  of  Dr.  Culvert's  jwrfectly satisfied,  even  in  the  llrst  year, 
conimuuicat.on  ou  il.e  snb.eei  of  Dispcn-  Their  own  experience,  not  theoiy,  has 
sary  Assoeinfinns  addressed  to  the  late  ^hcwn  the  advantage  which  sufgeona 
ComiuissHHu  r.  on  tl.e  Poor  Laws.  The  derive  fiom  these  institutions;  and  the 
results  of  the  Self-supporting  Dispen-  medical  opposition  is  subsiding  jost  in 
sary  system,  ns  stated  in  that  able  docu-  proportion  as  the  plan  ts  nndecstood  ; 
ment,  are  higbly  gratifying.  Com-  and  in  many  places  wheie  the  ^  hmi 
mencing,  as  those  establishmentt  usually  of  lately,  the  auigeons  ba«e 
do  in  every  quarter,  under  cireum:  "^^^^  «»- 
stances  of  avery  discouraging  nature,  ex-  ^w^ance,  just  as  inteUigent  men  wiU 

pericnce  soon  confirms  the  fact  of  their  "  ^. 

greatutUity,andneverfaihitowin  thecor-  What  the  feelings  of  others  are  with 

dial  support  of  themedical  men ;  for itis  ««P^^l  to  these  estabUshmeuts,  it  is 

proper  to  add,  that  so  far  from  being  by  worth  while  tioticmg  from  the  same 
any  means  ajob  got  up  by  practitioners, 

those  associations,  in  many  insUnces,  "Every  committee  speaks  favourably 

•  .  «  '  .  of  the  results  ol  their  experience,  and  at 
have  bad  to  encounter  a  senous  opposi-  goutham  I  find  the  foRowiim  .pinion 
tion  firomthelatter.  But  whereverthesys-  from  the  visitor  of  the  poor :— *  As  v  isitor 
temhas  been  adopted,  though  opposed  at  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Southarn.  I 

first  by  many  pracUtioners,  as  appearing  ^^a^*"  l'^*^        opportunity  of  beeoM.ing 

"^."^    .11.1          r  acquainted  during  the  past  year  with 

totakeirom  them  the  hist  chance  of  pro-  thJ  cflects  of  the  Diapensaiy,  and  I 

curing  any  thing  like  a  suitable  remu-  thinlc  it  right  to  state,  that,  in  my  opi. 

neration  for  their  labours  from  the  poorer  "ion,  it  has  diminished  the  number  ..f 

dasses  of  the  people,  a  better  acquaiu.  applicants  for  parish  relief,  and  conse- 

. ,    ,  *^   *        ,         «  quently  improved  the  feelings  of  the 

tance  with  the  true  tendency  of  these  f^Y^^^^,,^  '  ^  of  the  populaUon.  Of 

institutions  has  generally  served  to  con-  upwnrds  ol  2<>0  persons  now  subserih- 

ciliate  all  parties,  and  to  secure  their  in^,  it  appears  that  most  probably  oiic. 

heartv  concurrence.    "  As  to  tlie  oppo-  hai/ would,  but  J'or  that  iMtituiio^  htiv^ 

.  .  ...       T\  r>  A     .\      .1  Mnt  ut  tht$  ttm€  OH  their  retpeehve 

sition  founded  (says  Dr.  Calvert)  on  the  ,    ^ud  at  Lymington,  out  of 

supposed  probable  admission  of  persons  the  300  w  ho  subscribed  in  the  first 
who  ean  pay  the  !i«iual  remunemtion,  it  month,  100  had  before  been  attended  by 
may  be  remarked,  that  feu.  r  of  this   the  parish  surgeon ;  whilst  the  Coventry 

•  •  1  '111  1  4i  •  .  Report  proves  that  it  was  the  Dispensary 
kmd  will  be  admitted  than  are  now  into     ,  ■      'i  -  i    •     ,i     i       i       •  •  > 

alone  which  in  tlie  late  depression  of 

club.s,  anil  much  lewcr  than  now  nr„  to  »p  ^hcTQ  saved  muuy  from  the  parish 
eharitablc dispensaries ;  fur  a  rule  inlaid    when  in  sickness." 
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In  short,  the  more  this  excellent  sys- 
tem is  contemplated,  and  the  better  it  is 
nnderstood,  the  more  flprace,  we  are  con- 
vinced, will  it  find  in  the  eyes  of  all. 
So  admirahly,  indeed,  has  it  worked 
wherever  it  has  been  put  into  action 
with  ordinary  prudence  and  sagacity, 
that  no  reasonable  fean  can  now  be  en- 
tertained of  its  failure  any  where.  One 
danger,  however,  seems  to  hover  round 
it  (and  of  that  danger  it  were  well  that 
all  parties  concerned  should  be  apprized 
in  time)— there  is  a  temptation  to  cause  it 
to  be  worked  over-  zealously.  Attempts 
have  been  made,  it  seems,  in  certain 
places,  to  make  these  dispensaries 
schools  of  temperance  and  morality. 
Here  lies  a  quicksand.  The  manag-e- 
nient  of  physical  evils  is  surely  quite 
enoiijrh  for  those  who  have  the  wel- 
fare of  these  establi«linunts  nt  heart; 
in  this  have  we  the  great  point  on 
which  all  are  fiirreed,  and  unaniniitv 
on  any  our  ])(iint  is  well  worth  se- 
curing', lint  oiar  the  }>^cuiiis  of  pro- 
selytism  and  speculative  reform  is 
aciiamed  to  interfere  in  the  concerns 
of  these  dispensaries,  adieu  to  their 
good  fortune;  at  lea^t,  so  it  seems 
to  us;  however  desirable,  however  al- 
luring, the  end  proposed  may  be,  the 
likelihood  of  the  means  in  question 
giving  rise  to  feuds  among  parties  now 
at  peace  with  one  another,  is  but  too 
manifest  to  escape  any,  except  those 
blinded  with  the  seal  of  fanaticism. 

As  to  the  objections  which  are  some- 
times  made  to  the  system  of  Self-sup- 
porting Dispensaries  by  persons  not 
profirasional — for  they  as  well  as  the 
medical  men  must  at  first  have  their 
objections  —  what  Dr.  Calvert  says  is 
very  reasonable. 

These  objections,**  says  he,  refer 

either  to  time  or  place,  the  goodness 
of  the  princijde  being  admitted  hy 
all,  and  its  (reneral  practicahilitv  hav- 
ing been  .il truly  proved  bv  benefit 
societies  and  sit  k  <  lnhs,  l>elorc  tliose 
dispensaries  wen;  established.  In  the 
country  it  ha^*   bccu  said,  that  the 
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uniform  low  rate  of  wages  makes  the 
pa  vnients  impossible,  but  that  the  nlan 
will  answer  where  there  are  at  least 
temporary  high  wages,  as  in  towns ',  in 
these,  however,  we  find  the  argument 
reversed,  and  we  are  referred  back  to 
the  country.  In  stmunrr,  we  are  told, 
there  is  a  great  ditiicnlty,  because  the 
poor  are  well  and  w  iil  not  pay  ;  in  win- 
ter, we  are  tuld,  there  is  a  greater,  be- 
cause they  cannot.  The  fact  is,  how- 
ever, that  there  are  some  difficulties  in 
every  place,  and  men's  indolent  iears  are 
like  their  sight,  to  which  things  appear 
greater  as  they  come  nearer :  — '  i  he 
indolent  mnti  saith  tlicie  is  a  Hon  in  the 
w:iv  '  But  it  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  every  argument  which  she*vs  the 

Seatness  of  the  difficulty,  is  really  (by 
ewing  the  extent  of  the  distress  whien 
an  apotherrirv's  bill  must  produce)  prov- 
ing the  greatness  of  the  evil,  and  there- 
fore the  necessity  for  its  removal.** 

The  principle,  as  it  is  nK  iitioned  in 
this  extract,  has  been  lon^"  since  proved 
practicable  from  its  operation  in  benelit 
societies  and  sick  clubs.  But  Dr.  Cal- 
vert does  not  lea\c  the  fact  uniirtoed 
that  it  is  luily  as  practicable  in  the 
woi  kiiiL'"  of  the  Dispensary  Associations, 
asiii  iliai  of  the  societies  just  named.  He 
goes  into  the  question  in  considerable  de- 
tail, and  even  proves  that  the  balance  is 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  latKn*.  The 
fact  is,  that  in  well-conducted  dispensa- 
ries on  the  self-supporting  principle, 
the  medical  attendants  are  shewn  to  de- 
rive even  a  higher  rate  of  emolument 
than  from  the  ardinaiy  club  system. 
But  this  is  far  from  any  thing  like  what 
at  first  sight  it  might  seem  to  be^a 
postponing  the  interests  of  the  poor  for 
the  better  providing  Ibr  the  benefit  of 
the  practitioner.  The  advantages  are 
reciprocal.  Let  US  bear  Dr.  Calvert  on 
this  point  also. 

**  I  must  remind  the  Committee,  that 
they  must  carefully  attend  to  the  interest 

of  the  surgeons;  1  do  n(»t  sav  thi^  be- 
cause  it  is  just  that  a  set  of  men  should 
be  fairly  remunerated,  who  already  are 
called  upon  for  more  gratuitous  services 
than  any  other,  who  have  had  an  ex- 

I tensive  tdm  atlon,  who  gain  a  livelihood 
>y  laborious  duiici>,  exposed  to  many 
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eonting^ciea,  aai  «^  muat  lire  In  n  bitanUi,  tliete  was  in  Ike  iiftt  ytrnr  lOOO 

rank  of  society  which  will  inMtedMU  -finee  mambeis,  tlie  mmm^  mftM  mmgm* 

Jibfralitvof  »pntini«iit  nnil  sf^Hf^ral  mom?  Iar?T  itmi  elMerfidlyrHOVu       jwvir  «i^4*frj 

re.spectal>tlity  ol  diaracter-so  ffgimtiai  lo  jpate^  for  (lie  faTOPDr:  vvc  wake  thts 

the  welDure  -of  -Ac  familtf  iwon  whom  father  or  mother  the  responsible  roember, 

they  aiMi-;  «r  Veeaiise,  if  the  philan-  which  aarea  na  a  nomber  of  tickets^  ami 

Ihropist  sees  that  greater  distresis  and  g-ivcs  us  much  less  trouble  in  receiv  %nz  i 

moral  evil  attend  these  medical  charg'es  some  j)ay  a  month  in  advance,  but  the 

tiiaii     any    other,    and    feels    they  j^enerality  weekly.    We  are  very  strict 

maat  at  all   erenla  be  altered,  he  in  fines,  and  adhere  to  oor  roles  aamu^ 

Biaj  fiiarly  be  called  upon  to  repay  as  possible.*   Where  the  mcmhefs  are 

in  some  de<rree  the  professional  man  few,  of  course  the  timr^  of  pa}Tn<-nt  iTI 

for  any  loss  he  can    prove  he  sus-  be  restricted;  and  soma  arraii^eincnt 

tains  iu  consequence  ;  it  is  not  on  these  must  be  made  to  suit  those  liiiuj^  in  the 

aooounts  that  the  Committee  must  at.  coontry.     Weekly  payments  are,  in 

tend  to  their  interests,  l)wi  l>ecauseif  they  tow  ns  at  least,  better  than  quarterly,  in- 

are  i?ijnred  the  poor  are  the  first  to  feel  asmuch  as  tlt«  v  ]>n  vent  many  n  jn-miy 

it,  and  these  Dispensary  Associaiions  beinff  spent;  uiui  ii  requires  nuK-h  less 

cannot  go  on  without  their  cordial  co-  resoration  to  pay  maiiy  »ins\e  uenoe 

operation.*'  than  one  larger  sum.   ThnsyMr.  SpiU- 

btirv,  a  siir'joon  of  eminence  at  WalsaH, 

In  fonner  articles  we  have  noticed  and  to  whom  the  Dispensary  is  «rrvatl> 

the  admirable  features  which  these  dis-  indebted,  says,  *  I  am  (|uite  sure  thai 

pensaries  present  in  inculcatiii-  a  spirit  "»"ch  of  the  auoceaa  depends  on  tbcae 

of  independenoe  and  well  -  regulated  Wments.* » 

proridence among  thehabitaof  thepoor.  The  interest  exeit  1  hv  these  dispen. 

In  the papersooftenrefened  to, amongst  ^.aries,  wc  are  irratiiira  in  kiiuwin^,  is 

numerous  examples  of  this  we  and  the  greatly  on  ilie  uu  u  use    To  those  who 

following:—  lire  desirous  of  obtaining  a  tborougl* 

Regarding  the  collection  of  the  sub-  acquaintance  with  the  system,  we  have 

scription,  I  would  strongly  recommend  ^at  pleasmv  in  reeommendinff  the 

that  the  members  he  ohliired  to  bring  ^.^   ^  ^    «WCcdinr  It. 

then  money  to  the  Dispensary.   At  first  ^  ^  ^  wuiwi,  «t  uk  yt^Muu^  n 

It  was  usual  to  send  round  a  collector,  ^^rks,  we  have  been  so  much  indebted 

hut  besides  that  this  was  diflieult  and  —the  communication  of  Dr.  Calvert  to 

expensive,  the  poor,  as  U  ftequendy  the  the  Ptoor  Law  Commission.  Tbcj  will 

ca«  thought  f.e  was  askmnr  a  favour,  in  u  a  vast  fund  of  infi»nialion  te. 

and  like  ail  other  people,  tliey  are  apt  to 

fancy  the  value  of  any  thing  is  in  some  "^/c  ^  »«  diiferant  plans,  and  modifi. 

defpree  proportionate  to  the  trouble  and  cations  of  plans,  whiefa  have  been  hi. 

expense  it  e<k^ts  them:  where  tlie  system  therto  tried  in  various  parts  of  the 

has  bt  en  changed   and  the  names  of  coimtlT,  aS  well  as  a  multiplidtj  of  de- 

those  in  arrcar  struck  out,  there  has  '         .  '  i 

been  at  fim  some  diminution  of  the  tad  on  a  most  important  part  of  the  coo. 

numbers,  but  they  soon  found  out  tliey  sideradon-^'the  expenses  which  moat 

must  he  resrnlar,  and  as  in  benefit  el ubs,  necessarily  be  incurred,  move  or  leas, 

provided  accorilingly,  and  the  same  may  wherever  a  seUUuppordnff  dispensarr 

be  done  in  clothmg  societies.  At  t  oven-  .      ♦  kr  k-wi         s^r       ^       r  .r 

try,  *  the  secretary  attends  six  hours  **  estaolisnea. 
every  day,  and  has  full  employ  for  that 
tinte:  lie  nv  tlif  (lisjirnser  receives  the 

sub.scripimns  at  any  hour,  giving  a  re-  PROGRESS  OF  CHOLERA  — THE 

ceipt  in  the  simplest  manner  on  a  card,  NEW  PREVENTION  ACT. 
and  never  takes  money  without  the  re- 

rcipt  r:(Td  ;  a  list  of  the  defaulters  is  Orii  infonnatt'n?  on  flir  siThji  rt  of  cho- 

made  out  every  Saturday,  and  no  mcdi-  lera  leads  to  the  eonciusion,  that  in  most 

cine  allowed  tliem ;  he  takes  money  in  districts  of  tlic  metropolis  w  hich  have 

advance;  bnt  not  when  past  due ;  great  lieen  visited  by  it,  the  disease  isprogret* 

strirfnr>ss  to  rule  is  iiufispcnsahle.    \{  sively  deelining.     About  Clerxenwell, 

Burton,  also,  where, '  out  of  0000  inha.  ai^  in  some  of  the  low  situations'  alony 
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the  course  of  the  river,  it  continues  to  a 
conaiilenible  extent,— but  even  in  these 

parts  has  appeared  on  the  decline  durin|^ 
the  last  two  days.  lt<  ch\of  mvag^ 
throughout  have  been  aiuuug  the  aged 
and  preriomly  intirm,  or  the  dissipated ; 
and  in  many,  the  development  of  the  ma- 
lady, ill  its  iiiHligiiaiit  form,  L:is  been 
?tttnbiitablp  to  the  neglect  of  the  early 
synijitoiDs.  It  cauuot,  therefore,  he  too 
flliongly  impressed  on  the  public  mind, 
ttat  at  the  present  moment  the  i^htest 
attack  of  sickne«!s  or  bowel  complaint 
ought  to  be  instantly  attended  to,  an 
these  are  for  the  most  part  easily  ob- 
viated by  proper  remeoies,  while,  if 
suffered  to  mntmiic,  ilu-y  may  pass  in  s 
f»*w  JuMirs  into  a  state  frnm  which  the 
patients  cannot  be  tc^tuwd  hy  any 
means  hitherto  disoo^tcsedl 

Tlie  Cholera  Ptev^tion  BiU  has 
p;ts<ipd  both  houaea  of  parliament,  and 
IS  tlicrcl'uiPe  again  effective.  As  yet, 
nothiiy  has  been  doue  besides  employ, 
i^r Medical  men  to  oolh^t  information, 
ana  make  their  reports  in  the  proncr 

auarf«'r  This  was  acconipHsbrd  at  nrst 
^irough  tlic  assistance  of  private  practi- 
taonen,  but  some  medical  officers  of  the 
army  hare  now  been  appointed  to  the 
duty  in  miestir)n.  Wc  trust  that  the 
pa«aing  of  the  act  will  prove  to  be  onlv 
a  measure  of  precaution^  and  that  it  will 
not  he  requisite  to  put  it  m  liill  operation. 


.  CUNICAL  OBSBRVAIlOm 

OM  TRR 

TREATMENT  OF  GOITRE  BY 
SETONS. 

]\y   HaIION  DlPlVTREX. 

From  the  "  Lcfons  Ormlcs,**  pnbUdied  ptclodl. 
cally,  wdOT  th«  Bam**  ln«pcetiMi. 


lKnnrn>trAt.a  of  lymphatic  oonatitutiou 
are  exiiosed  to  goitre,  a  deformity  which 
affecls  women  oftencr  tlnui  men,  and  in 
t'aiits  than  adults.  This  gland,  which  in 
the  healtbr  state  weighs  about  two  ounces, 
often  leacnes  two  puunds  in  weight  when 
iineafied.  In  the  valleys  of  Savoy,  whire 
it  is  endemic,  neither  sex  nor  age  escapes, 
and  such  is  the  influence  of  the  climate, 
that  adults  troiiii::  hi  M-ttU"  in  that  region 
are  liable  lu  l>e  aitotkcii  with  the  disease. 

IMflerent  causes  have  been  assigned  a^ 
producing  goitre.  FodL-ri  ,  in  the  curious 
details  which  he  gives,  uchnits,  iH  ilmpa  too 
exclusively,  the  influeneeoi  Uuiuidity  join- 
ed to  elevation  of  tempeiatttre. 

In  Murcli  is-i;},  (wo  women  came  to  the 
Hotel  Oieu :  one,  aboot  26  years  of  age. 


hod  become  afiected  with  goitre,  involving 
both  lobes,  many  years  tefore.  A  vola. 
minous,  elastic,  roundish  tumor,  with  a 
lobulated  surface,  was  perceived-  Its  base 
was  broad,  and  from  an  almost  impcrc^p- 
tible  siae,  it  had  raindly  increased.  Tbe 
mice  was  hoarse,  owing  to  its  prtssiire, 
and  the  return  of  the  blood  by  tiie  veioa 
was  impeded:  the  patient  had  head-ache 

and  trldilinc'-s. 

The  other  patient,  whn  had  arrircd  at 
adult  age,  had  becouic  atiuctxxi  with 
thedisea.sc  at  12  or  16,  wiutii  now  eahi. 
bited  itftelf  lar^e  pt>itre,  ncctipying  both 
sides  of  tlie  ghutd.  A  tie  ton  was  passed 
through  hatfi  Iwnois,  and  after  tbe  suppu. 
ratiou  had  continued  some  months,  she 
was  entirely  cured:  at  present,  the  only 
thing  to  be  perceived  is  the  cicatrix  Ifitt 
by  the  seton,  the  goitre  having  almoetsa. 
tircly  disappeared.  A  kemcT  nbuut  (he 
size  of  a  small  nut,  hard  and  mute  iiuensi. 
ble,  was  to  be  felt,  hot  it  had  been  »tatiun- 
aiy  for  many  years. 

The  first  patient  was  trealed  in  a  similar 
manner,  a  scton  being  intzo4aced  at  each 
side  of  the  neck,  and  paami  tbroogh  both 
lobes  of  the  tliyndil.  The  gland  became  a 
little  swollen,  and  there  was  pain  in  the 
right  shoulder  and  headache,  for  which  it 
was  thought  right  to  bleed  her.  Serenteen 
days  after  the  adoption  (if  these  means, 
the  gland  had  diminished  by  two-thirds, 
the  pain  bad  auite  subsided,  and  ercrjr 
thini^  announced  that  the  eore  would  Soon 
be  acc<»mpiished. 

Let  us  consider  the  manner  of  praetising 
this  operation,  andl  the  action  of  other  the> 
rapenttr  agent*;.    Anir»nt^  tlicsp  !nst,  iodine 
has  of  late  years  l>ecu  employed  in  tiiis 
disease  with  a  kind  of  fkmatj :  one  would ' 
suppose  tJiat  no  goitre  ought  (0  resist  tills 
energetic  means.     In  many  eases,  never- 
theless, it  tloes  fail,  and  a  little  rctkxtion 
might  have  led  us  to  expect  this.  Goitre 
depends  on  different  causes:  sonietimcs  it 
is  merely  an  hypertrophy  of  the  thyroid 
gland,  at  others  it  is  a  scirrhous  degcnera- 
tion,  and  occasionally  it  consists  of  cy.sts 
vnriuijvly  filled.    Toffine  ca^ln^^t  !iet  in  the 
same  manner  in  cases  so  di.si>uuilar,  and 
accordingly  in  a  eonsidenble  number  of 
cases  it  Itas  no  more  influence  than  many 
other  things.    It  is  proper  to  state,  how 
ever,  that  iodine  has  effected  some  ( ure?,. 
lender  these  circumstances  it  is  riijht  that 
each  practitioner  should  say  wliut  Iim: 
dune  good  in  his  hands:  now  the  seton  is 
that  which  has  afforded  me  most  adraa> 
tnge,  and  it  is  that  which  I  prefer.    It  has 
of  late  been  boasted  as  a  novelty  hv  M. 
Quadri,  of  Naples;  but  this  is  a  iui.<>taite, 
no  duobt  invohmtary,  for,  as  we  bare  seen, 
it  was  practised  with  success  many  \eur^ 
ago  on  one  of  the  patients  whose  history 
has  been  mentioned. 

A  certain  time  after  the  introduction  of 
the  setou,  the  goitre  may  be  seen  to  dimi-  . 

Digitized  by  Lji^jv 


720 


BILL&  0¥  JAORTALITY. — METGOROLOGICAL  JOUBNAL. 


niiih,  and  the  reeoluttoo  which  takes  place 

gradually,  is  complete  at  the  eud  of  some 
montli'^ :  it  Miiiy  even  happen  that  the  dimi- 
nution coniiuues  after  the  removal  of  the 
tibreads  and  the  healing  iif  the  wound 
How  does  the  sotDii  Mt  t  -  This  i«?  not 
easily  answered;  but  it  matters  little,  the 
essential  point  being  that  it  effects  a  cnfie. 
When  the  seton  is  intruduoe4»  thefe  is  al- 
ways a  great  flow  of  venous  b!<»od ;  the 
stream,  indeed,  is  alarming,  but  proves  of 
short  dtnation.  It  is  like  fnat  wbieii  takes 
])liuo  from  the  nose  after  extirpation  of  a 
polypus,  and  which  often  produces  syn- 
cope. By  dirtxiing  the  patient  to  breathe 
freely  on  applying  cold  or  a  slight  eom- 
y)r<"  sion,  the  hemorrhage  is  arrested.  To 
jiroduce  its  eflcct,  the  seton  ought  to  re. 
UMin  seme  months,  the  ]>eriod  dependin^^^ 
upon  the  progress  made  towards  recovery. 
A  necessary  precnntion  in  introducing  the 
needle  is,  to  avoid  the  tliyroid  arteries.  I 
do  not,  however  say,  that  the  seton  will 
always  cure  goitre.  Scirrhus,  for  instance, 
is  never  favourably  acted  upon  bv  this 
means;  bnt  hypertrophy,  cysts,  bvoatids, 
in  which  iodine  and  other  pretended  spe- 
cifics often  fail,  are  the  forms  of  the  disease 
which  yield  most  readily  to  the  seton*. 

A  NEEDLE  BURIED  IN  A  HAN'S 
HEART. 

The  ft»llowing  case  was  lately  rc])orted  to 
the  Academy  of  Medicine,  by  M.  Renaul- 
din.  A  man  of  the  name  of  Louvet,  a 
Umonadier,  from  Calvados,  came  to  Paris 
on  the  Idth  June  last,  and  took  a  lodging 
near  the  Barrier  du  Roulc.  He  seemed 
very  absent  in  manner;  spoke  in  monmyl. 

lables  ;  n'.nn!lv  Irft  liis  aiiartrnetit  <\:r''\  in 
the  morning,  and  did  not  return  till  late 
at  night  On  the  ^h  there  was  found 
aHer  him  a  note,  in  which  be  said  he  had 
always  been  an  honest  man.  and  wonid 
die  so  in  the  course  of  hve  or  six  days. 
On  the  6th  Julr  he  took  to  his  bed,  kept 
an  obstinate  sifeiiee.  anrl  was  oeeiisionallv 
deliiious.  The  loUowing  nii;ht  he  was 
found  half  strangled,  with  a  cord  round 
his  neek  :  on  being  questioned,  he  said  be 
did  not  know  what  he  wa-^  <?  intj,  but  that 
there  were  some  villains  w  ho  wanted  to 
hang  him,  &e.  He  was  taken  to  the 
Hopital  l^eaujon  next  day;  when  hv  said, 
tliat  about  two  montlis  before  he  had  had 
shivering,  vomiting,  puin  in  the  side,  and 
bloody  expeetimtion.  The  cerebral  sy  m  p. 
toms  now  became  aggravated;  the  pulse 
w  as  127  ;  respiration  27  ;  decubitus  on  the 

*  The  remaining  xubjccts  tn  the  prc««at  (iucl- 
culua  of  tbr  •*  Li  ^oni  OtmIcs,**  vis.  On  Gmmgrt»€ 

of  the  Limb* ;  on  the  AppHcatioH  of  ^rstnic  to 
Cancerous  Ulrrratianj  ;  and  on  DhhtcatUm  of 
thr  L'/nu,  \m\  c  bvcii  ulrcjitly  frivcii  In  t hi<t  journal, 
into  wJih  li  they  wt-ro  tr.iii-ifi'i  rid  from  vorious 
•ourcea  ;  the  same.  U  iii>|  i'ars,  frum  whicb  Ihe 

coq>i)ilers  of  tbe  "  Lc«  •ai>"  bjurc  derived  tbelr 
vepBite.— 'nuHSL* 


left  side.   In  an  cfiort  to  rise,  he  ftil  b«ck 

and  expired. 

On  examination  of  the  body,  a  Inrg-e 
t^uanuty  of  sero.purulent  fluid  was  fouud 
in  the  pericardium.  The  apex  of  tbe 
heart  was  aflhercnt ;  the  heart  itself  ninrc 
large  and  lengthened  than  natural.  Id  tho 
sabstance  of  tbe  right  ventricle  was  toand. 
embedded  a  needle,  which  extended  into 
the  cavity.  The  lungs  were  gathered  up 
towards  ihe  top  t»f  the  chest.  No  trace  of 
a  cicatrix  by  which  the  needle  might  hare 
entered,  ( fnild  be  discovered  on  the  extie> 
rior  of  the  body. -^Gatette  des  Hopitauj. 

DEATH  OF  MR.  ALCOCK« 

It  is  with  much  regret  that  we  have  to  an- 

nounce  the  death  of  Mr.  Aleoelc,  of  New 
Burlington- Street,  which  Uwik  place  on  the 
2 1st  instant  Mr.  Alcock,  whose  health  lu&d 
long  been  declining,  was  well  known  at  St 
nio^T  n-^itbmus  cultivator  of  bis  profession, 
and  waji  tiie  author  of  varitms  works  and 
papers  evincing  considerable  talent  and 
practical  skill. 

WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  o»  Bl  RIALS. 
From  Bills  or  Mortality,  Aug.  20,  1833. 


Alisc'i'ss  .  . 
Age  »ud  Debility . 
Apoplexy  . 


5 
115 
13 
14 

Cuic«ff       •      •  I 

ChMflhfrth  •  .  4 
Chult-ni  .  •  178 
Con<f<<mpti()ti  »  113 
Conyuliituua  ,  5'** 
Croup  .  .  .  I', 
UcntUion  or  Teethln^'lfi 
Uropay  .  25 

JJropsy  OQ  tbe  Brain  i  I 
Dronay  oo  the  Cbe«t  I 
KViiiepsy  .  .  2 
Krysipclaa  .  .  4 
Fever  .  .  .12 
Fever,  !4c«riet  •  7 
Fever,  Typbua  ,  3 
Gout  •  •  .  9 
Bwmorrhsfe  2  Stfl. 

Heart,  di^f:t«e'1  .  I 

In4ire«i»«  of  Burials,  m  compared  aritb  )  m 
the  preccdinir  «««k     •     •     .  |  " 
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IIoopinK-C<»agh  •  # 

Indigestion  .      .  5 

luflummatioo      .  71 
Bowetoft  Stoaact  » 

Brain  C 

f.uDc^  itnd  Pleura  5 

Insanity      .      .  4 

Liver,  diaeucd    •  <S 

Mea^lea       •      ,  19 

Marti  nraHoo       .  4" 

Pwralyala     .      .  4 

Rbeumaltam      .  | 

.Small.  Pux  .  .  !• 
Sore  Tbroat  and 

Quinsey   .       .  2 

S^paama        *      .  6 

Stone  and  Ofavel  8 

Tbroih       .      .  a 

Tanior       •      •  I 


jlugtui  ISttS. 
Thursday  .  15 


Friiiuy 
Saturday 

Stittil  :y  . 
Moii(l,iy  . 
'J'tiesdiiy 


10 
17 
Id 


\\'i-dius(ld)  *\ 


TBSaavMSTKB. 

tttim  XB  to 

S7  lift 

an  «7 

39  1(3 

98  M 

37  r,T, 

49  7ii 


BAaowvma. 

29  T2  IQ  2W7S 

y.t  67 
Stat. 

mm 


2979 
29  71 
29  tj9 
2904 


Wlud  variable,  8.W.  prevRilin- 
Kxeept  the  t5th  and  I7th,  gctu-nuliy  cloudy  j 
raU)  iliiri  n  tv    iifiernoon  of  tbe 
Hain  iMiU-a,  -225  ot  an  inch. 

NOTICE. 
The  letter  of  Mcdions  we  havp  been 
obliged,  through  want  of  ruum,  to]>ostpone 
till  next  week. 

yr,WtuoK,  Prioler,  67,  SktaatT'Stmt,  Loii4oa« 
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LKCTUEE8  anterior  crural  nerve  is  situated.  Tlje 

.    ti'^tis.  indeed, is .sonic'tiMH's  not  onlyswclled, 


but  Mire  to  the  toueli,  and  some liiJif^?  it  tx- 
i  iiiiORY  AND  FUACTICE  OP      periences  a acnsatlon  of  numbness  as  well 
MFniPfNP  inner  part  of  the  tbigh.     I  hr  urine 

Mbuit  IIN fc* ;  generally  scanty  and  re^  following  the 

DeUvered  ut  the  Lmdon  Umvemty,  i****  i«  ororfly  olwerved  in  m  ac- 

tive  inAaanmton'  disease ;  and  the  kidney 
Bt  Db«  Elliotsoic.  being  the  part  afWted,  it  is  more  sonntv, 

  and  of  a  deeper  red,  in  nephritis  than  m 

Other  inflammatiom.  On  the  other  hand 
DISEASES  OF  THE  UBINART       the  urine  is  sometimes  deficient,  and  octa- 
ORO-ANS  fd  on  ally  it  is  found  to  be  very  uale;  but, 

as  a  general  rule,  it  is  scanty  ana  red. 
■  DutgnoiLt from  rhtumatim. — In  a  rheuma- 

WPPflPrrrc  nflVriTon  nf  the  loinsthe  pnln  is  nsnaHy 

ax,raKiiisK  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^  ^^^^    ^  ^^^^^^ 

Tint  first  disease  of  whidi  I  shall  spcalc  extent ;  it  generally  afliects  a  large  surface, 

among  those  of  the  urinary  organs,  will  be  It  runs  to  the  hip,  and  if  it  extend  at  all 

aeeordin^  to  tlic  rule  which  I  have  hitherto  it  pnu  eeds  down  the  outer  part  of  the 

ob8ervc<i,  inilauunation ;  and  iaflauuiiatiuu  tbigh,  taking  tlie  course  of  the  .sciulic 

of  the  kidney,  called  nephritis,  iierve.    In  this  affeetioa  there  is  not  a  fire* 

Sipnptomi. —  In  this  disease  there  is  i  nin  qiient  desire  T  >  innT:e  water,  there  is  no 

in  the  loins,  but  it  is  usually  experienced  pain  in  the  eoun»e  uf  the  ureter,  no  en- 

ou  on£  side  only.  There  is  very  fre<|uently  iargement  of  the  tettiel^  nor  pain  in  the 

nansea  and  vomiting,  on  account  of  thie  fnsule  of  the  thigh.   Motion  in  this  dis- 

great  svnin:ahy  that  exists  between  the  case  very  frcf^ncntly  prodncei?  pain,  pain 

kidney  and  the  stomach.   In  inliaiuma-  extending  perhaps  to  the  thigh,  and  es{>e- 

tion  of  the  heart  and  longs  yoo  do  not  eially  ahoot  the  joint,  and  ahont  the 

have  vomitintc,  hut  in  inflaninmtion  of  the  trochanter.     Tlii   laro^e  trochanter  is  not 

kidney  you  generally  have  more  or  less  only   painful,    but    perhaps    hot  and 

disturbance  nf  the  stomach,  either  nausea  swollen ;  very  often  you  have  rheumatism 

or  absol  1 1 '  e  vomltfaig-    From  sympathy  in  other  parts,  and  very  frequently  there  is 

among  difl"« t(  tit  ]inrt.«i  nf  the  urinary  «y^-  profuse  sweating.    TIk-  nh^rncc  of  all  uri- 

tem  there  in  usually  a  frequent  desire  to  nary  symptom^  if  I  may  so  call  them,  and 

make  water;  the  pain  it  not  confined  to  the  titnaaon  or  tlw  pain,  in  addition  to 

the  Imns,  but  runs  along  the  ureter  towards  the  common  symptoms  of  acute  rheuma- 

the  bladder.    The  testicle  of  tlmt  vide  is  tism,  enable  you  in  general  to  distinguish 

generally  painful  and  coutrneu  d,  druwu  the  disease  perfectly.    I  was  able  the  other 

aad  very  frequently  indeed  it  is  swelled,  day  to  make  an  accurate  diagnosis  where 

There  is  also  nnmhness  in  tin  iiiri  r]iart  some  little  difficulty  was  thrown  around 

of  the  thigh,  i  presume  from  an  aflection  the  case.    'Inhere  is  a  man  in  St  Thomas's 

of  the  anterior  cmral  nem;    The  pain  HiMpital,  who  was  there  dx  or  eight 

is  seldom  felt  at  the  back  of  the  spine ;  months  ago,  for  a  decided  afl'ection  of  cme 

it  does  not  run  down  like  sciatica,  but  liidncy.  There  wa<?  pain  in  f»ne  part  of  the 
is  felt  anteriorly  along  tJie  cour»e  of  back,  whieli  extended  dowu  the  ureter, 
the  ureter,  down  the  testis,  and  down  the  testis  was  retracted,  and  them  was  an 
vho   inner  part  of  the  tfalgfa,  whcM  affeetioD  of  the  uIm.    The  case  waa 

dou.— xii.  a  A 
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treated  as  nephritis.  But  he  now  cuur  m 
with  what  was  decided  rbeumatisin  ;  there 
was  pflin  on  the  ontt  r  side,  lower  down 
tlian  the  kidney ;  it  did  uot  extend  in  the 
conrae  of  tba  uteter,  but  particularly  af- 
fected tla-  joint,  ran  down  tIu  course  of 
the  sciatic  nerve,  and  the  juiut  was  painful 
on  motion,  shewing  the  effect  of  rheuma- 
lisin.  He  did  not  make  water  more  tn- 
yiently  than  he  ought,  but  there  was  pain 
ID  one  pom  t  anteriorly  that,  however,  arose 
from  an  evident  dfcomstanoe— the  pain 

run  nlonglhe  glands,  which  wlti-  inflamed. 
He  was  treated  by  acupuneturation,  and 
making  his  mouth  sore,  and  he  speedily 
got  ridof  the  disease. 

Oiww — Nephritis  may  be  produced  by 
cold|  like  an^  other  inflammation,  but  it  in 
rafuy  idiopathic  disease ;  it  more  fre- 
quently is  the  result  either  of  mechanical 
violence,  or  of  some  acrid  matter  which 
luui  been  taken,  snch  as  taipentiBe  or  eu* 
tharides ;  or  it  is  the  result  of  stones  ex- 
isting in  it,  or  of  some  dispoeition  perhape 
to  gout 

Tmnunatim  in  ntppimitiiNi.— If  die  dis- 
ease go  on  to  great  violence,  suppura- 
tion mav  occur,  and  then  of  course 
tiiefe  if  less  pain;  rigors  may  be  ex. 
perienced  by  llie  patient;  i)us  may  OJ)- 
pcarlii  his  tirine;  the  disc liarge  may  take 
place  ill  liiat  direction,  or  it  may  premit 
Itself  at  the  back,  giving  the  appeanmoe  of 
a  lumbar  abscess,  perhaps;  sometimes,  how 
ever,  it  has  been  known  to  open  into  the 
Intestines.  Varfons  terminations  have  oc- 
curred, ail  of  wbitb  you  may  imagine 
beforehand.  The  pus  has  sometimes  been 
collected  into  ao  abtiee&s  j  i»oiutitimes  it  ha-i 
appeared  in  separate  portions,  there  have 
been  so  many  minute  specks  with  which 
the  oi^an  has  been  studded. 

7Wstfw»<.^As  to  the  treatment  of  the 
disea<te,  of  course  you  are  aw  are  that  it 
consists  of  bleeding  at  the  anu  ;  cupping 
ou  the  loins,  cither  alone  or  after  general 
bleeding;  purging,  especially  by  calomel; 

Kitting  die  patient  into  a  warm  hathy  and 
w  diet 

If  the  kidneys  suppurate,  it  Is  neeessarjr 

to  treat  it  as  any  other  supijuration.  You 
must  support  tlie  strength,  tranquillize  the 
patient  by  anodjues,  and  perhaps  give  uva 
ursi.  Some  recommend  this  drug,  but 
whether  it  has  any  ptirticular  virtue  T  do 
not  know,  l^he  common  trcotiuent  of 
suppuration  of  any  part  of  the  body  is 
that  which  is  reqnuM. 

BJEMAWRIA. 

The  kidneys  are  subject  also  to  ha^mor- 
rbsuiTP ;  and  when  blood  iipprnrs  in  the 
urine,  tile  dis«  ase  is  calied  iiumatuna. 

Cmim, —  Hlood  may  apftear  in  the  nrine 
from  an  alfeetion  of  the  kidneys,  from  an 
affection  of  the  ureter,  of  the  bladder,  ur 


of  the  urethra,  or  of  some  other  part  open> 
ing  into  the  kidnev.  The  blood  is  ooeft. 
sinnally  difinsed  through  the  urint- ;  you 
see  the  urine  containing  a  sediment,  which 
is  evidently  *  mass  of  blood,  and  eooMtiiBca 
yon  see  Uood  dlsdiaiiged  widMmt  may 
urine. 

Dic^osif.— If  the  urine  be  red  in  conse- 
qnenoe  of  the  presence  of  blood,  I  think 

you  mny  n]^^  ays  distinguish  it  by  the  eye ; 
it  is  not  ot  a  deep  orange  colour,  but  a 
downright  red.  Yoa  may  always  distin- 
guish it  from  the  most  red  si  dimi  nt  pro 
auoed  by  feverishness  and  inHammation  ^ 
it  is  a  trae  red,  such  as  no  <»ne|  I  think, 
can  mistake;  but  if  jon  have  any  doubt, 
you  may  dip  a  rag  into  it,  and  you  will 
hnd  it  stained  red,  wuliuut  anpr  tinge  of 
yellow,  or  any  orange  tint,  as  u  the  ease 
in  the  highest  coloured  urine.  But  you 
have  another  point  to  ascertaiiL  After 
yon  ha? e  distiognished  whether  it  is  blood 
or  not  (wad  firequently  it  is  discharged  so 
pure,  or  in  such  a  quantity,  that,  indepen- 
dent of  the  colour,  you  aM.'crtain  at  ouee 
what  it  is),  yon  have  also  to  find  ootwlim 
it  comes  from — wliether  it  comes  from  the 
ludney,  or  some  other  part  If  it  come 
from  ttie  nretfara,  this  is  easily  known,  be. 
cause  there  is  evident  disease  of  the  ure- 
thra. It  is  common  in  violent  gonorrba  a ; 
it  is  common  in  stricture,  and  also  when  a 
bougie  is  passed.  There  can  be  no  diffi- 
cnltv,  T  thinV,  in  avccrtaininq'  whrtlierthc 
haemorrhage  comes  from  the  urethraj  the 
point  most  diffienlt  to  ascertain  is,  whetber 
it  comes  from  the  kiduey  or  bladder.  It  is 
rare  for  haemorrhage  tb  take  place  from 
llic  ureter. 

I  presume  the  mode  of  distinguishing 
between  hajmorrhn'_r<"  frotn  the  kidnrv  or 
the  bladder,  would  be  by  obHcrviog  where 
the  other  symptoms  reside,  whether  in  the 
loins,  or  down  in  the  pelvis.  Somellnies  I 
believe  it  is  impossible  to  make  an  aecu- 
rale  diagnosis.  I  recollect  having  a  case 
of  fiangushsematodesof  the  Madder,  which 
was  productive  of  no  pain,  no  irritation 
whatever  J  the  only  symptom  that  the 
man  had,  was  a  discharge  of  blood  froa 
the  urinary  passages ;  I  could  mnkc  mit 
no  di«ic>as(-  at  all.  He  died  under  the  re. 
peated  haemorrhages ;  and  at  the  autopsy 
a  Amgus  was  found  shooting  from  thio 
bladder.  Hut  if  there  \>e  anv  sym]>toms  bc- 
side.s  the  bleeding,  emaciation,  and  debt- 
Uty,  you  will  observe  whetiier  they  are 
situated  in  the  loins,  nr  aljout  the  bladder. 
If  they  are  in  the  loiuh,  there  will  be  pain 
there,  most  likely  sickness,  perhaps  tender- 
ness in  the  v^on  of  ilic  kidney.  If  the 
syniptoni'^  are  in  the  bladder,  you  have 
pain  about  the  pelvis,  a  fre<|ucnt  desire  to 
make  water,  far  more  lo  than  In  the  other 
case;  there  will  be  far  gpcnter  irritation. 
But  it  is  to  be  remmwxed,  that  disease 
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of  the  l>la<l<l<T  HTifl  urethra  will  cause  |>ain 
in  the  kidney,  and  disease  of  the  Itidnej 
will  cause  irritation  about  tlM  bladder,  as 
well  as  the  symptoms  I  hare  mentioned 
n^w»Mt  the  testicle.  The  latter  shew  how 
fiistant  the  symptoms  may  be,  when  the 
kidney  is  itself  alRNlad.  Henee  H  ii  to  be 
renirmfn  r(  d,  that  sometiines  tlierc  may  he 
ffreat  difliculty  in  making  out  an  accurate 
diagaoni;  but  geaenlly  the  ptewnce  of 
symptonuin  the  pelris,  rather  than  in  the 
loins,  or  vice  vfrs^,  or  the  great  intensity  of 
the  symptoms  at  oue  spot  rather  thau  at 
another,  will  be  tlie  raeeui  of  nmmfag  all 
difficulty. 

TretUmtHt. — WiUi  regard  to  h hematuria 
at  laiice,  it  ia  a  diMaee  eaiUy  cured,  or,  on 

the  other  hand,  it  may  he  very  dangerous  ; 
all  depends  upon  the  cause.  It  is  some- 
times inflammatory,  attended  with  signs 
of  nei^iitii,  pain  in  the  loins,  fbreiishness, 
quickno'i'*  pulse,  a  dry  tonp^ie,  and  so 
on,  even  with  retraction  of  the  testicle,  and 
will  give  way  to  the  eommon  treatment  for 
ne]>liritj-..  Ablc<Mliiii^  or  Uvr,,  or  jinrq^intr, 
will  generally  rid  uf  it.  Whcu  it  is 
inflammatory  it  is  acute,  and  generally 
•riM  Ami  siiiaiaaiiilimi  cause,  a  cold,  or  a 
blow,  or  some  acrid  substances  tliat  hnve 
been  taken,  the  most  commou  of  wl^dj, 
and  indeed  the  only  ones  that  T  ever  saw 
prodnr  r  it.  are  turpentinr  nnd  cantharirlt 
When  it  has  arisen  from  these,  it  would  be 
wdl  to  ttdte  plenty  of  dUnents  and  demaU 
cent  substances.  Water  with  a  quantity 
of  gnm  ill  it,  and  mncilaifinnus  matters  in 
general,  should  be  euiployed  iu  addition  to 
antiinflammatoiy  treatment* 

Sometimes,  howerer,  this  h.T'nvrrhage  is 
entirely  iiassive ;  there  arc  no  signs  of  in- 
flammation. It  oecars  sometimeB  with 
typhus  fever,  sometimes  with  small  |hix, 
and  sometimes  with  jiurpura  luemorrlia- 
gita.  Kecaui»e  it  i»  a  symptom  of  purpura 
hspmorrhagica,  tliat  is  no  reason  why  it 
fh(Mil<l  not  be  inflRmrtrit*tr\-  ;  btit  it  will 
take  place  where  that  di6««&«  arisn  en- 
tirsly  Item  debility,  as  well  as  when  it  Is 
Inflammatory. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  treatment 
for  passive  hemorrhage  must  he  adopted, 
and  turpentine  will  be  found  very  useful, 
not  in  lan^e,  but  in  small  doses,  from  20 
to  26  drop<»  every  four  or  six  hours.  fiuU 
of  eoarw,  the  system  requires  support,  and 
the  eomnnm  trnitment  of  passive  inflam. 
mation  mxxstt  he  adopted  at  the  same  time 
that  you  employ  this  specific  remedy. 

When  hspmorrhage  tak«s  plaoe  in  chro. 
nlc  di.seasc  of  the  kidney — \vljeti  von  bate 
seen  chronic  disease  previously  existing;:  — 
when  you  suspeet  that  tbflfe  may  be  calculi 
in  Tlu  kidney,  or  a  eaneerous  afleclion  of 
the  organ,  or  any  other  structural  diM.'ase, 
dw  sanw  tnatnmt  must  be  adc^ted ;  you 
eauot  in  gsoenl  lower  the  patient  If 


there  be  symptoms  of  inflammation,  yon 
most  act  accordingly;  but  in  general  Ute 
administration  of  tinrpentine  in  email 
doses  (carefully  watching  it  lest  it  should 
irritate  the  kidney),  toprcther  with  fbf  «'x 
hibiuun  of  opiatcii  tu  relieve  the  yam  and 
pffoenre  rest,  and  giving  the  patient  good 
support,  is  all  that  is  niH;dful. 

'nie  treatment  wiU  give  you  no  difficulty 
at  all ;  vou  hafeonlj  to  treatitin  the  same 
way  as  hsBmorrha^e  from  othiT  jjarts.  You 
must  consider  what  is  the  patient's 
Klreugth,  on  tlie  one  hand,  or  his  debility, 
on  dM  other;  yon  must  consider  whetlier 
there  arc  symptoms  of  active  inflaumia. 
tion,  or  how  far  the  hasmorrhage  appeals 
to  be  pasidve  only.  If  tiie  disease  he  not 
inflammatory,  ynti  will  find  that  oil  of  tur- 
pentine is  of  as  great  use  here  as  in  ht^mor- 
rhage  from  the  alimentary  canal ;  but  it  is 
necessary  that  you  should  carefully  watch 
the  pntH'nt,  beeausc  that  which  is  passive 
to-day  may,  through  sudden  excitement, 
be  aeti?e  to>morrow. 

TliMiaMnorrhage  oeeurs  <;ometimes  in  a 
curious  way.  Like  other  ha;morrhagc.«,  it 
1ms  occurred  where  the  menses  have  been  * 
ea^Mnded.  I  once  saw  an  instance  of  its 
occurrence  after  haemoptysis  had  been 
cured.  Occasionally  it  wiU  take  place  in 
men,  and  also  in  women;  hot  morefre* 
quently  in  men  who  have  been  subject  to  a 
discliaqiie  of  blood  £rova  the  haemorrhoidal 
vessels.  When  that  disdwi|pe  is  stopfietl, 
they  arc  in  the  predicament  of  a  woman 
who  is  in  a  sniti-  of  amenorrho>a.  (irve. 
rally  speak uii<,  lin'sc  eases  are  uol  dange- 
rous, but  i%<|iiirc  antiphlogistic  treatment. 
If  the  natural  discharge  of  menstruation 
has  ceased,  and  inflammatory  hematuria 
has  anperrened,  it  may  be  right  to  attempt 
to  bring  it  back  again. 

C^lr^v^ic  S'ephrith. — The  kidiu'v  "^'ibjeet 
also  to  chronic  inMammation,  but  yon 
usually  see  the  efleets  of  chronic  inflam-. 
mation  in  the  form      organic  disease. 

^XPsrtftyiAv.— 'Occasioniilly  the  kiduej 
beeomes  enCtrged :  there  is  no  particnlar 
alteration  of  strueture,  but  thv  orirtin  is 
evidently  hypertmphied,  and  perhaps  iirnu  r 
than  usual.  1  prcbumu  this  is  an  inilam' 
matefy  allection  i  over  noofisbment  most 
bf,  one  \v»>iil<1  <iny>j»<mi>,  tnon*  or  l»-ss  of  an 
intlaminatory  nature,  aiid  that  from  the 
great  aetivitT  of  the  eircolation  deposition 
has  taken  ])Iaee. 

Turgetcencn. — Sometimes  the  kidney  will 
become  very  turgid,  very  red,  merely  as 
the  result  of  a  difficulty  in  the  cirattla* 
tion.  Sometimes  after  great  (lys}»nn»a  — 
after  obstruction  of  the  heart— alter  ob- 
stmetioo  of  dm  Ivan— the  kidney  has, 
on  cutting  it  open,  m»<n  foniu!  fuU  of 
blood;  so  that  yon  might  at  hrst  mis* 
take  the  appcaianoe  for  that  of  aotlva 
inflammatioik    Bnt  If  there  he  active 
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infiammation,  the  kiduej  in  generallj 
fonnd  soft ;  whereM  the  wect  of  chranie 

inflaoiinati'in  of  this  oi)|pUL U  eithtr  iadn- 
imtionor  liy}Hrtrr>phy. 

i'n/iiiett.— Frequently  the  kidney,  in strad 
of  baur  red,  is  pale.    After  death  has  uc 
curred  Uirongh  dironir  disca-so,  the  hndyis 

roerally  found  to  be  waited  j  and  not  only 
Ihebmin,  for  example,  and  the mttielei, 
pale,  but  the  kidney  likewise.  The  kid> 
ney,  however,  is  somefiraes  pale  thmn-rh 
disease  of  itn  own,  and  then  it  ia  gcneraUy 
finner  and  harder  than  it  shonld  be.  You 
■^^  ill  recollect  that  when  I  spoke  of  indura- 
tion as  a  common  effect  of  inflammation, 
I  spoke  both  of  red  and  of  pale  indora- 
tion ;  and  eadi  of  theie  efiects  oocuie  in 
the  kidney. 

MottUd  hidnejf. —  But  the  kulney  is 
•ometimes  very  red  or  pale  only  In  spots, 
and  then  it  has  a  mottled  apiM?aranee; 
ynu  hare  what  in  called  a  mottled 
kidiiey.  Morbid  paleness  u!»uaUy  occurs 
in  the  cortical  part,  hut  sometimes  the 
whole  kidney  is  in  this  condition.  Hy- 
pertrophv,  attended  with  rednc9<;,  when  it 
18  HUtUUt  oocafi  in  the  eorticol  portion, 
and  that  also  will  give  rise  to  a  mottled 
appearance.  You  v^n\  h&re  a  mottled  ap. 
pcarance  from  one  pan  becoming  morbidly 
pale  while  Hbe  other  reoiaiiM  natural ;  or 
It  may  arise  from  one  part  ht  rnmnit;  mor- 
bidly red  while  the  other  retains  its  na- 
tural palcnesa. 

Grmnulated  A'iifii<y*-^OecaAionally  you 
will  sec  the  kidney  prranulatcd ;  small 
grains,  more  or  less  firm,  are  seen  ia 
diflenDt  paiti.  Whether  thb  it  local  hy- 
pertrophy or  not,  I  do  not  know;  but  it  is 
found  most  fr»  «[ne!it!y  in  the  cortical  jKir- 
tion.  These  giums  arc  of  all  numbers  aud 
all  sizes. 

Sofieuiiii^. — Occasionally  tJie  kidnev  be- 
comes e\ccs*irely  soft,  so  that  you  may 
break  it  up  with  yoor  fingers;  and  thia»I 
prenair,  may  oceiur  ? cry  rapidly.  I  luiTe  no 
ca.«e5  in  point  to  support  tni«  opinion  ;  but, 

i'ud^iiig  from  wiiat  occurs  iu  ihc  spleen  and 
ivcr,  I  ahoald  think  that  the  eoltening 
may  he  rcry  rapid.  I  know  that  softening 
of  tlie  spleen  or  liver  will  take  place  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days:  a  person  i»hall 
be  perfectly  well,  be  suddenly  taken  ill 
and  die,  and  ymi  will  find  these  parts  %o 
soft  that  you  can  ran  your  finger  through 
them  in  ererj  direetioii,  break  them  ap  in 
a  moment ;  and  therefore  I  can  < onceive 
that  the  kidney  may  become  soft  either  in 
an  acute  or  chronic  way.  ^Vheo  this  or. 
Itaii  U  eoll,  there  b  aamd  dHlerctio 
that  is  to  say,  the  softness  is  sometimes 
acenrapanied  with  redness  and  sometimes 
with  paiencM  Sometimea  there  is  in- 
flammatorjr  aoftening,  and  sometimes  tUt 
chnne**  api»f^r5  To  take  place  without  any 
connexion  whatever  with  inflammation* 


Airophjf. —  The  kidney  will  tomelLiines 
waate;  and  if  one  waste,  it  it  neanl  fisr  ilw 

other  to  double  its  natural  >i/e,  iu  onlor  to 
jKrt'onn  the  duty  of  lK»ih.   Nothing  i2»  inone 
common  than  to  find  one  kidney  ealarg<sdl  im 
pro]>ortion  as   the  other  is  diniininitifrf- 
This  wasting  of  the  kidney  ^.  ill  ^nnu  ti  mr^r 
proceed  to  such  an  extent  that  ynu  wUi 
eearcely  find  any  reaudna  of  IIm  origan  «i 
all.    I  have  met  with  cases  where  tho  kid- 
nev wxs  discovered  with  the  grreatest  diffi- 
culty ;  so  tiiat  those  who  hare  first 
amined  the  body  have  said  thai  theve  wme 
hut  one  kidney.    What  is  termed  a  ^.»rw- 
shae  kidney  is  where  there  is  only  one; 
these,  howcrer,  are  rare  cases,  but  the  cmt- 
gnn  iatoiMtimee  waitod  to  a  lem  man  tlMm 
a  horse-bean. 

Atrophy  of  the  kiduey  someumcs  taken 
place  withoot  any  aeoertainnblo  mmm  z 
sometimes  it  is  the  result  of  irifl  iniinarsnm, 
sometimes  it  is  the  re.su It  of  absccMr.  A 
great  discharge  will  cau^  atrophy  wf  a 
part  of  the  organ.   Wo  prodooe  oowtter* 
irritation  fm  ilii  nnriio<;e  of  Icsvnin^" nir-r 
bid  growths  and  morbid  activity  of  the 
cironliition;   and  if,   withont  wntbij 
growths  and  morbid  activity,  a  diachargr 
takcA  place  bv  snippuration ,  the  activitv  *'f 
the  part  is  diminished,  aud  wasting  ts  a 
Tery  ccnnmon  eirennuiaaoe.   An  abeoaB;, 
therefore,  will  ix-casion  a  part  to  «ast»  , 
according  to  the  general    nrinciple»  «m 
which  we  employ  setons  and  iasaesu  But 
pieeenre  will  have  the  same  effect:  tlM 
prcsMirc  o^Tn^ioTird  hy   a  tumor  in  the 
neighbourhood  oi  tiie  ktduey  has  been  9em 
to  pndnoe  atmpby  of  the  oifan* 

It  is  stated  by  authors  that  atrophy 
of  the  kidney  is  sometimes  partial,  so 
that  the  medullary  porliuu  only  is 
wasted,  and  the  piuvis  become  a  SMiv 
baij.  8<»metimes  th*  mrtim]  yxTt 
wasted,  so  that  the  coues  witlun  the 
kidney  touch  the  filmme  membiaae  ex- 
temallv,  and  there  is  only  a  thin  layer  of 
cortical  suhstanee  between.  Thus  you  ^» 
there  are  various  degrees  of  atrophy^  mini 
they  have  all  been  ooniideredafl  n  ftnqnamt 
ri.  ult  of  inflammation. 

^nm*  Cvttf. — We  have,  however, other  or- 
gan ic  diseases  of  this  oigan :  serous  cysts  are 
rcry  cnamion  in  the  corticaJ  substance,  nad 
hv  their  preeinre and  (grow  th  tljey  willcan^ 
au  atrophy  of  it;  and  as  they  incrmse 
they  caaie  note  and  aaore  aln>phy,  tffl 
there  is  little  more  than  a  bag  left. 
CniTeilhier  ha«  i»iven  a  vfTx  tfmmrrprc- 
sentalion  of  ihcM:  cy&LiL  I'Liy  are  fouudl 
more  commonly  in  the  kidney  and  liver 
than    in  any    other  '»f  the  h<Ml», 

^ruus. cysts  are  sometimes  found  under 
tlie  external  membrane  of  the  kidney. 

Folly  IQAity.  — The  kidney  has  'somr« 
times  bern  wn  c»nverl«-<l  \>>  faL  I 
presume  a  great  deposition  of  fat  hna 
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liilicn  place  in  the  cellular  membrane 
under  tlie  external  eoat,  and  the  rest 
bos  wasted.  Sometimes  it  has  been  con* 
vetted  into  jelly.  There  is  n  peculiar 
substance  sometimes  formed  in  thf  kidney, 
ealled  cbolesterine ;  and  the  kidney  some- 
timfe  Gontalnt  a  great  quantity  of  it,  cans- 
ing  atrophy  of  the  liidnev  itst  lf. 

Other  hiseam. — Occiisionally  encephaloid 
disease  occurs  in  this  part.  You  may 
have  gnat  disorganization  of  the  kidney — 
von  may  have  tuHtTclcs  of  various  kinds, 
and  eren  scrot'uiuus  tubercles  have  been 
foQttd  iMte. 

Symptomi  ef  Orgttnie  Diteau. — All  these 
discuses  may  occur  with  verv  obscure 
Bvmptoras,  but  sometimes  thev  occasion 
anil  pain  in  the  region  of  one  kidney,  to- 
gctli(  r  with  more  or  less  distur1irtiice(>f  the 
Stomach.  Wasting  away  pruducoi  more 
or  lev  diieaae  of  the  Udney  itadf. 
•  Diaenosis, — The  diagnosis  is  generally 
difficult,  unless  the  ]>nin  i<  vcrv  lornl,  and 
unless  the  urine  becomes  morbid — very 
macb  allbetedt  but  eren  then,  when  you 
have  salisfarTorilv  marie  out  thsit  there 
must  be  or^ramc  disi^ise,  it  ol  course  must 
be  very  diflieult,  if  not  impossible,  to  say 
what  that  organic  disease  is.  Scirrhus  is 
said  to  occur  in  tlic  kidney ;  but  whether 
the  affection  is  scirrhas,  cancer,  encephaloid 
disease,  or  a  Aixtweof  these,  or  a  serofh. 
Ions  suppuration,  it  must  be  diflicult  to  (\c- 
tcrmine.  If  orifanic  disease  occur  in  a 
young  person,  and  there  is  not  much  pain, 
yoa  may  snsyeet  that  it  is  ence])haloid;  if 
there  be  strong  marks  of  scrofula — if  the 
ends  of  the  fingers  be  enlarged — ^if  there 
he  mesenteric  disease,  or  phthisis,  yon  may 
suspect  that  the  affection  of  the  kidney  is 
of  a  scrofulous  nature;  or  if  the  person  be 
adranced  in  life,  you  may  suspect  scirrhus 
or  cancer :  bat  it  must,  as  I  hare  said,  he 
verv  difficnlt  <ny  ^\  hat  it  is,  and  it  mn 
mc^e  no  difl'erenee  as  to  the  treatment, 
which  must  be  conducled  on  general  pnn- 

DISBASS  OF  THE  RENAL  CAP^ 
SULES, 

T  TTiay  mention,  as  a  point  nf  pntholocri. 
eal  anatomy,  that  the  renal  capsules  are 
rarely  diseased,  except  from  scrofula ;  but  I 
have  fkeqncntlysera  theminthatcondition. 
SonietiniP*  th»'v  nre  indMratcd,  and  the  in- 
duration may  amount  to  cartilage,  or  even 
bone.  As  to  the  symptoms,  nothing  can 
be  Kaid  on  that  subji  ct. 

Kidrtetit  mo$t frequent! ij  dimtted  in  Men.-^ 
0r.  Baillie  states,  that,  according  to  hii 
observations,  the  kidneys  arc  more  fi^ 
qnently  diseascfl  in  men  than  in  women. 

Having  spolicn  of  tlioso  diseases  which 
are  the  result  of  iaflamnaHon  of  the 
hidflcjy  and  of  straetual  disHMWs,  I 


will  now  proceed  to  consider  ftinctlonal 

diseases  of  this  organ. 

FUNCTIONAL  DISF4SBS  OF  THE 

Kj[)\F.y. 

The  kidney  is  subject  to  an  increase  or  a 
diroinntioti  of  its  secretion:  to  secrete 
morbid  urine — toset  retc  a  substance  which 
it  ought  not  to  furm  in  that  particular 
way,  or,  if  it  does  produce  it,  8liuuld  pass 
off  with  the  urine  j  and  besides  these  af- 
fections, the  urinary  oigans  are  snlgeetlo 
the  existence  of  worms. 

JSCHURIA. 

DivUutm. — The  first  disease  of  which  I 
will  speak,  will  be  a  diminution  of  the 
secretion ;  and  this  is  called  IteAttria.  The 
suppression  of  urine,  the  absence  of  urine, 
or  the  diminution  of  it,  which  occurs  in 
the  kidney  itself,  is  called  /.  renulis.  If 
mine  be  formed  In  the  kidney,  but  cannot 
C8capt>,  from  some  obstruction  in  the 
ureters,  then  it  is  called  /.  untnica.  If 
Uiere  be  some  obstmctionin  the  bladder,  it 
is  then  termed  /.  veyicdUs.  If  there  be  ob- 
struction in  the  urethra,  it  is  denominated 
I.  ureihralU,  There  is  no  auaJoiry  in  tlicse 
different  words.  If  the  urinr  lu  vup, 
pressed— that  is  to  say,  if  mme  J)c  formed — 
we  call  it  $uppres$ion  of  urine ;  if,  however. 
It  be  fonnea,  bat  cannot  escape,  we  call  it 
i-'  it'nHim  tf  urme:  so  that  i.  renalis  and 
/.  vtncalxi  arc  not  at  all  analop^nns,  nud 
young  beginners  are  ol'icn  laughed  ui  ui 
the  wards  for  saying  suppression  when 
theviniL^ht  to  say  rt'tcntion,  anrl  vicevtrnA. 

SymptoMu — The  supj^ression  of  urine — a 
deficiency  of  the  scci«tion'->may  beentirdj 
inflammatory ;  and  then  you  have  symp. 
torn 8  of  iir])i!ri{is,  and  you  must  treat  it  as 
inflammation,  liut  somcumes  this  com- 
plaint is  nnconnected  with  any  symptoms 
of  inflammation  of  the  part,  nnrl  it  is  cer- 
tainly then  a  curious  uflectioD,  i\>r  it  is 
usuuly  followed  by  apoplexy.  No  u  rine  is 
nad^  or  scarcely  any,  but  at  last  absolutelj 
none;  you  fvv\  uo  fulness  of  the  bladder — 
you  ]mss  an  inHtroment  into  it,  to  ascer- 
tain whether  it  Is  a  case  of  retention  or 
not — ymi  find  thnt  the  «)rvjan  is  empty— 
and  ill  general  the  patient  very  soon  be- 
comes orowsy ;  which  drowsiness  increases 
till  he  becomse  decidedly  apoplectic,  and 
perhnp'?  dies.  l>r.  Pnrr,  in  the  I-ondon 
Medical  Dictionary,  mentions  a  case  where 
no  nrine  was  made  for  six  weeks;  and 
Haller  quotes  an  instance  in  which  none 
was  said  to  be  formed  for  twenty- two 
weeks.  These  are  very  chronic  cases,  and 
one  cannot  answer  for  the  truth  of  that 
wbirh  Haller  alludrs  to.  T  presume  he 
meiitii>ns  it  on  the  authority  of  another. 
The  diaeaM  has  sometimes  been  ushered  in 
with  rigmsy  and  sonetimes  not  Some- 
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times  it  has  ocrnrml  without  any  paTticu- 
lar  symptom  till  cuina  has  made  it^  ap- 
pesnocc.  Following  th«  conrae  of  dis- 
eases of  the  kidney,  it  occurs  more  fre- 
quently .  in  men  than  in  women.  It  nsa- 
ally  takes  place  in  flit  people  who  are  up- 
wards of  fifty  years  of  age. 

KxcretUm  from  other  orj^ttm. — When  the 
urine  has  been  so  supprcsse*!,  occasionally 
it  has  evidently  escaped  from  some  otbor 

Cart  of  tbrbody;  and  when  the  nrinchosnot 
ecu  suppressed,  but  has  been  formed,  and 
not  able  to  escape,  in  consequenee  of  tome 
obstruction,  it  Las  been  absorbed,  and  has 
>aAscd  through  some  otlier  ortran.  I  know 
nstances  myself  where  it  has  been  vomited; 
I  saw  acasc  where  it  p:i^M  d  from  the  skin, 
parlicnlarlv  the  palms  of  the  h;m(l<«.  Per- 
sons in  tbese  circumatanctis,  wlio  hare 
made  no  urine^  or  whose  urine,  when  se- 
c^eted,  could  not  escape,  have  occasionally 
vomited  a  fluid  which  smelt  and  tasted, 
and  had  all  the  qualities,  of  urine.  Others 
hare  passed  it  in  the  form  of  sweat.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  thr«»e  cn^es. 
I  presume  the  fluid  has  been  absorbed  iu 
the  latter  case,  and  re-seereCed;  and  in  the 
former  case,  it  lias  been  secreted  orl|^iialIy, 
and  has  not  been  absorbed  at  all. 

/.  RetmlU  entmanlyJaUowed  bit  ApcpUxtf. — 
In  ischuria  renalis,  it  is  very  common  for 
the  individual  to  become  apoplectic,  and  it 
is  a  very  dangerous  disease.  I  hare  had 
but  one  case  of  it,  and  that  ocenrred  after 
a  person  had  taken  n  fjnnntity  of  corrosive 
sublimate  by  mistake.  Proper  means  had 
been  used,  and  no  harm  was  thought  lilcdy 
to  o(  (  iir;  but  after  a  certain  time,  the  urine 
became  suppressed,  and  I  think  the  indi- 
vidual had  hemiplegia,  but  I  recollect  per- 
fectly that  he  became  dro\N  sy,  and  the 
drowsiness  increased,  till  at  length  he  be- 
came  decidedly  apoplectic,  and  died.  One 
night  imagine  in  such  a  ease,  that  the 
same  occnrrrnre  intT^t  hnvr  happened  as 
when  the  urine  ba.s  been  voioited,  or  has 
been  thrown  off  by  jKTspiration,  viz.  that 
the  urine  was  re-sccreted  into  the  ventri- 
cles of  tlie  brain.  One  would  say,  a  priori^ 
that  that  was  likely  to  take  place,  or,  if  no 
nrinc  was  secreted,  that  an  excessive  quan- 
titv  of  fluid  woukl  l>c  found  within,  iin- 
thing,  however,  of  the  kind  wa.s  discovered 
in  this  case;  there  was  not  only  no  urine 
in  the  head,  but  no  exee^p  T  fhiid  either 
in  or  UDoa  the  brain.  That  w  as  a  reanlt 
for  whicb  we  were  not  prepared. 

7>wfjMiiK.--The  proper  mode  of  treating 
these  cases  is  to  g-ive  rantharides.  I  do 
not  know  whether  oil  of  turpentine  has 
been  tried,  but  cantharides  I  know  is  a 
pniper  medicine.  In  the  vn^c  I  saw,  a 
blister  was  applied,  and  tiie  medicine  was 
given  intemaliy,  but  the  patient  died 
within  afv\  limrs  of  its  exhibition.  How. 
ever,  a  friend  of  mioe  liad  two  ciues  which 


occurred  nearly  tojfcther,  in  old  j>cople  ; 
and  one  of  them  was  so  bad,  that  8ir  Ast- 
ley  Cooper,  who  was  called  in,  had  little 
hope  of  ^avinjf  life,  but  he  tn-nlcfl  the  f3.sc 
in  a  way  which  he  said  had  been  found  to 
b»  sueoMifbl,  and  the  patient  got  perfectljr 
well.    Til  tlie  scLDnd  case  my  friend  adopt- 
ed the  same  plan,  and  it  was  attended  with 
the  same  success.    In  the  latter  case  it  ap- 
pears that  the  kidney  bad  become  torpid, 
bttt  not  thmiicfh  inflammation.  Whether 
other  diuretics  would  answer,  I  do  not 
know;  but  it  is  Odd  4kat  naathiridm 
should  he  f^fvrn  internally,  and  a  lar^^ 
blister  applied  to  the  loins,  in  order  that 
the  medicine  may  hare  move  effect,  because 
the  surface  has  much  influence  over  the 
internal  parts.    When  it  is  exhibited  in- 
ternally, it  should  be  in  the  solid  form,  be- 
cause w  tiaeture  is  a  most  onecrtain  pre^ 
pnration.    You  f»hould  ^ive  a  j?rain  i>nce 
or  twice  a  day,  or  cren  eiglit  hours,  ac- 
cording    you  dkooM.    A  grain  is  a  pretty 
Aill  dose ;  but  in  a  case  of  this  description 
there  is  no  time  to  be  lost,  apoplexy  may 
soon  come  on,  and  you  should  repeat  the 
dose  as  long  as  it  does  no  harm.    I  havo 
given  10,  1  ),  f)r  20  drops  of  the  tinctnrc, 
without  any  cil'eet,  and  at  last  i  hare  been 
obliged  to  give  two  or  three  draehma,  The 
tincture,  I  presume,  ^vas  not  good;  but  it 
has  been  so  common  an  occurrence  vs  ith 
me  to  find  the  tincture  either  bad  fVoni  its 
nature,  or  badfVom  its  being  so  continualy 
ill  made,  thnt  I  place  no  conlidence  in  it 
in  a  case  ot  life  snd  death,  where  these  ia 
BOtimatobelMt 

DIABETES. 

JP<ymr)/i»gi/.— The  term  diabetes  is  de- 
rirefl  fn>m  the  Greek  word  dtaficuym,  Co 
stream  thtt»«t^h;  the  di-^cTv^o  beinjc  charac- 
terized by  the  streiuuiug  away  of  a  con- 
sidenble  qnantltjr  of  water. 

Hydnrpt  ad  MuiuUtm  an  imprcfter  term. — 
This  affection,  on  account  of  the  excess  of 
fluid,  has  sometimes  been  called  Wnrips 
ad  nwttitam  ■  diamber-pot  dropsy :  but  aa 
tliere  is  no  accumulation  of  fluid,  of  course 
it  would  with  great  impropriety  be  called 
dropsif.  In  dropsj  there  is  an  accumula- 
tion of  fltnd  — nf>t  merely  a  formation  of 
it;  it  is  formed  faster  than  it  comes  away, 
and  therefore  it  is  termed  dropsy :  but  aa 
in  this  di.sease  the  water  c<tmes  away,  the 
word  dropsy  has  been  applied  to  it  with 
the  greatest  absurdity. 

Definition. —  Diabetes  is  a  word  usually 
employed  to  sitrTiify  rhrmiic  exwss  of  urine. 
A  perKon  would  not  be  said  to  have  dia- 
betes if  he  merely  made  a  large  quantity 
of  urine  for  a  day  or  two.  The  fluid  inji y 
be  either  of  a  natural  quality  or  it  miij 
contain  suf^ai-.  As,  however,  there  is  no 
distinct  siii^;lc  name  for  that  disease  in 
which  sugar  Ia  formed  in  the  urinr,  and  as 
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it  ii  acHnetinies  farmed  wilhont  the  mine 
tytaf  i*  all  in  exeeM^^ltwould  be  well, 

p^rbap^,  to  restrict  the  term  diabetr?;  snJcly 
to  saccharine  jaffse^  and  to  give  »uch  a 
Btne  as  pMnnrim  to  dwt  fbnn  of  tilke  dii- 

eas«*  in  which  there  is  merely  excessive 
quantity.  Bnt  you  find  diabetes  cnij)loyed 
t«»  signify  a  chronic  exct^s  of  urine,  whe- 
ther  there  i?  sugar  or  not :  t(^c  one  being 

ml!rH  />  in^iytdu^,  and  lllC  Other  D.  vietHtns, 

honey -Like,  Kwcct  to  the  taste.  It  was  to 
an  ezcenive  <raaBtity  of  urine  that  the  an- 
cients applied  this  term ;  for  it  does  not 
appear  that  the^v  were  at  all  aware  that  in 
diabetes  the  unne  was  ever  sweet.  I  be- 
lieve it  wa?  Dr.  Willis,  the  English  phy- 
sicinn,  v,hn  first  pointed  f  nT  t)i;it  in  this 
disease  the  urine  was  sacciiariuc.  The 
term  is  certainly  eiu])loyed  by  the  ancients 
rimply  to  a  chranio  exoeii  of  nrine. 

rretfuentip  a  tempornrv  excess  of  urinf  in 
other  dueam,'-^\ on  are  aware  that  there  is 
fteqnentlv  a  tenii>nrary  excess  of  nrine  in 
various  diseases.  In  a.sthma,  for  example, 
a  large  quantity  of  pale  urine  is  fre<|nently 
made,  oo  again,  in  liysterieal  and  dytipep. 
tic  people  this  is  often  the  ease.  Von 
Icnow  likewise  that  fright  will  also  can$;c 
a  temporary  excessive  quantity  of  urine,  so 
that  penons  who  nave  been  waiting 
anxiously  to  be  called  into  a  room, 
have  been  oblitrrd  to  wnik  out  twmtv  timf-s 
in  the  course  of  an  ixour.   l/ong  coiitinned 

grief  and  amdety  have  the  same  clTcct.  I 
ave  known  ycr^on*,  froni  leavin^r  ^Dint 
of  their  clothes,  make  a  considerable 
onantity  of  nrine;  and  it  haa  been  rone- 
died  by  wearing  their  nsnal  qnaatltj  of 
clothe*;  atrnin. 

D.  imipidus. — But  independent  of  the 
drcamstancea  I  have  now  named,  there  is 
sometimes  an  exressirc  qnnntity  of  nriru 
formed,  not  at  all  impregnated  with  sugar, 
and  occurring  without  any  evident  cause. 
Tills  form  of  the  diBea.se,  which  some- 
times has,  and  niiL':ht  n*:  ivfl!  be  eulled  po- 
Ivun^  is  oceatiiouaily  toiiowed  by  that 
ronn  in  which  tlie  nrine  contains  sugar ; 
but  snmc  tirnrs  it  exists  alone,  and  1  be- 
lieve that  uot  unfrequently,  after  a  length 
of  time,  it  will  cease.  Tliis  incipient 
diabetes  is  more  common  in  women  than 
in  men  j  the  urine  is  very  pab-  in  {j^eneral, 
and  if  it  continues  there  is  thirst  and  dry- 
ness of  skin  medmaically  produced.  An 
rxrf^iive  strretion  of  water  is  going  on  in 
one  part  of  the  body,  and  there  is  there- 
in less  water  for  the  secretions  of  the 
mouth  and  skin.  From  the  lorn  whidh 
the  body  sustain^  Uiere  is  altowealaiem 
and  hunger. 

rrrafNMnf.—Thtsconditionma^lVoqQent- 

ly  Ijc  rrcnvcrcd  frnm  bv  wrnnnc;'  warm 
dotiiiug,  employing  the  hot  bath,  or  going 
to  a  warm  comate,  and  by  the  exhibition 


of  iron.  Persons  who  bsfo  labonred  nn. 
der  this  form  of  the  dissaie  havi^  by  me- 
dical mm  whn  have  not  properly  examined 
the  urine,  been  i»aid  to  be  cured  of  diabetes, 
as  thongii  they  had  had  the  sacdmrine 
form  of  the  disease. 

D.  Meltittts. — In  diabetes  mellitus,  or 
true  diabetes,  there  is  sugar  in  the  flnid,and 
generally  there  is  an  cxeessive  quantity  of 
flni*]  also.    The  f^encnil  symptoms  that  I 
just  now  mentioned  arc  prtKiueed  in  this 
aflection.   From  the  loss  which  the  body 
sustains  there  is  g^reat  deliility ;  from  the 
body  losini;  it^  nnnrishraent,  there  is  buu- 
gcr;  and  from  the  want  of  fluid,  there  in 
thirst  and  dryness  of  sUn.  The  hnnger  is 
sometimes  excessive;  so  that  the  patient 
not  only  feels  very  bungiy  at  the  usual 
time  of'  his  meals,  but  he  feels  hungry 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  day.  The 
food  whieb  tbt>  j^atient  takes,  d'>e<;  him  (he 
says)  no  gmHl,  and  he  is  present iv  anxious 
for  more.   Patients  complain  generally  of 
a  sinkiui(  at  the  pit  of  the  stomaeb,  and 
the  uneasinciks  there  oeeasionally  amounts 
to  fueling.    The  thir:st  is  sometimes  so 
great  that  many  quarts  of  fluid  are  dnmk 
in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  the  skin  is 
sometimes  so  dry  that  the  hair  falls  off. 
The  Ibet  and  hands  are  ftequently  cold, 
there  is  lowness  of  spirits,  and  in  almost 
every  case   peevishness  and  fnHfuhiess. 
There  is  also  one  very  remarkable  Kyuip- 
tom— the  loss  of  sexual  power  and  desire. 
1  l  avr  nercr  mys«'lf  found  this  symptom 
tthseni,  and  sometimes  it  has  been  the  very 
first  symptom  Noticed  by  the  patient. 
I  never  mid  a  patient  labouring  under 
diabetes,  in  whom  tlic  feeling  of  sexual 
power  and  desire  iiad  nol  ceased  entirel|, 
or  beeome  Toy  much  impaired.  This 
symj»toni  is  not  noticed  bv  all  authors, 
and  a  patient  of  course  will  not  mention 
it  to  you ;  but  if  you  make  it  a  point  to- 
inquire  into  it,  you  will,  1  Ixlieve,  nearly 
always  find  it  to  f>e  a  fact.  Tli^re  is  also  fre- 
qoenthr  pain  of  the  loins;  but  whellier  it 
arises  from  an  aflection  of  the  1tldkie?,or  is 
merely  a  symptom  of  debility,  T  no  not 
luiow.    Although  tlie  whole  body  becomes 
emaciated,  Utere  b  fivquently  cedema  of 
the  legs,  and  usually  there  is  costiveness.. 
from  the  t]rftru'in-v  (tf  fluid  in  fist'  olimen- 
taiy  caual,  there  is  uot  only  dryness  of  the 
drin,  and"  thirst,  but  the  tongue  is  some- 
times  white  and  elummy  ;  frrqiu-rtly,  how 
ev^r,  it  IS  smootli  and  red,  and  the  saliva 
and  mucus  are  excessively  tenacious,  so 
that  the  patient  is  wmj  much  annoyed. 
TTic  gums  sometimes  become  very  red,  and 
slightly  ulcerated,   llic  saliva  is  occasion, 
ally  sweet,  and  so  likewise  is  the  breath. 
Or.  Latham  says  that  the  body  smells  like 
hay.    I  have  not  observed  this:  but  the 
breath  frequently  smells  sweet— has  somoi^ 
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lluu^:  of  the  o(Ii»ur   M)Cntl(»ne<l  hy  Dr. 
Latham.    Very  often  there  is  redness  and 
soreness  of  the  end  of  the  urethra :  I  haro 
seen  even  phymosis; — this  may,  perhaps, 
nr!M«  from  the  irritating  quality  of  the 
iluid.    We  usually  find  the  pulse  quick, 
perhBpa  ftill,  and  at  last  It  beeomes  weak. 
There  is  a  hectic  appearance  in  the  pa- 
tient's face;  YOU  frcauently  find  a  flush 
upon  bis  ebeec,  as  wul  as  quickness  of  tbo 
pulse,  and  at  last  you  have  decided  hectic. 
In  many  casfs  there  is  great  sweating :  I 
have  frcijuentiy  seen  it.    Phthiiiis  is  a  very 
common  termination  of  this  complaint; 
indeed  the  majority  of  ]i:iti«-Tits  whom  I 
have  attended  have  died  of  plithisis.  The 
mine  has  a  partletilar  odonr,  whiefa  is  not 
perei  ivcd  l)y  smelling  the  pot,  but  if  you 
partly  till  a  nhiol  with  it,  and  keep  it 
corked  for  a  little  time,  on  withdrawing 
the  cork  yon  may  perceive  a  peculiar  smell, 
something  like  peppermint.    It  ha-;  al-^n  u 
sweet  taste;  which  you  may  ascertain  by 
desiring  the  patient  to  taste  for  himself. 
Generally  the  urine  is  clear,  and  of  a 
lemon -colour.    Besides  the  presence  of 
sugar,  there  is  usually  a  diseased  secretion 
altogether. 

Qunntiiij  of  l^rinc  vohlf-rL  —  Professor 
Frank,  of  Vienna,  saw  a  ca«e  in  which 
Ibrty  pints  of  urine  were  made  in  a  day, 
on  an  average;  there  x^ere  sometimes  as 
much  as  fiflj^-two  pints.  He  s^s  that 
other  anthors  ha?e  mentioned  fifty-two 
pints  being  discharged.  He  also  state* 
that  he  saw  a  ca.se  in  which  the  quantity 
voided  in  a  very  few  days  exceeded  the 
whole  weight  of  the  body.  Usually,  how- 
ever, th'"  qitnntity  of  urine  disehnri^f  d  is 
from  six  to  twenty  pints  per  diem.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  urine  is  sometimes  veiy 
little  increased  in  quantity,  rnul  sometimes 
not  at  all.  Professor  Fraiik  mentions  a 
fbw  cases  of  the  disease  where  the  quan- 
tity was  not  increased,  but  it  contained  so 
much  sugar  tlmt  from  two  pints  of  fluid 
six  ounces  of  saccharine  ituff  were  obtained. 
One  patient  of  mine  made  at  last  but  three 
pints  of  uritie  in  a  day— which  was  less 
fluid  than  he  drank.  Dr.  Heberden  men- 
tions a  ease  in  which  the  urine  made  waa 
double  tlir  fjuantity  of  the  fluid  dranlu 
Such  are  the  varieties  a.s  to  quantity. 

Quantity  nf' Saccharine  Matter. — In'  regard 
to  the  quantity  of  saocbarine  matter.  Dr. 
Dobson  procured  an  ounce  of  .saccharine 
extract  by  evaporating  a  pint  of  urine. 
Cruikshank  obtained  three  ounces  an<Fa 
quarter  from  thirty-six  ounces  troy,  and 
ionnd  the  specific  gravity  to  l>e  1*040. 
Prom  ten  pfnts  of  urine  ne  obtained  a 
pound  and  a  tpiarterof  solid  extract.  Dr. 
Pr(Mit,  from  a  pint  of  urine,  the  specific 
gravity  of  which  was  1-050,  obtaiucd  two 
ounces  of  tbiek  staff;  and  fonn  this  he 


procured  one  oiince  and  a  half  of  sugar. 
Frank  says,  that  from  twenty-four  pinUi 
of  urine  he  obtained  twenty-six  ounces  o( 
saccharine  extract.  The  sugar  obtained 
from  urine  is  like  tibat  proeuved  bota 
grapes. 

Fermentation  ef  the  Urine.  —  From  tlMi 
presence  of  sugar,  the  urine  undcn^oes  a. 
vinous  fermeQtatiuQ^  so  that  at  a  certain 
time,  if  it  be  flirown  into  the  fire,  it  bonus 
as  if  you  had  thrown  in  so  much  spirits. 
Still  later  the  urine  hec<mics  (|uite  s<>nr- 
The  usual  changes  g(»  on  which  .su^ar  is 
capable  ef  producing — that  is  to  say,  yon 
have  vinons  and  acid  fermentation. 

Urine  deficient  in  the  vtual  Suit*. — These 
are  not,  however,  the  only  eiremnstaneca 
in  this  disease,  for  tlicrc  is  frcoueutly  but 
little  nrea  in  the  uriuc — little  iitliic  acid^ 
and  little  of  the  usual  sails  j  not  that  they 
are  absent,  for  I  saw  them  all  myself  in 
the  patient's  urine  which  contained  snch 
a  laige  quantity  of  sugar.  But  it  is  said 
that  in  general  they  are  venr  defi€irat,aiid 
deficient  in  propoitioii  to  tlie  quantity  of 
sugar  formed. 

Specific  Gravity  of  tke  l/rnv.— As  to  the 
weight  of  the  nnne  in  this  disease,  it  de- 
pends Tipon  the  quantity  of  sngar ;  and 
the  quantity  of  -sugar  is  such  as  to  au;^ncnt 
the  weight  very  considembly.  Healthy 
urine  is  generally  of  the  specitie  gravity  of 
1*010  to  1*018/  but  diaixstic  urine  is 
from  1*090  to  1*050,  and  I  think  I  hare 
seen  it  above  that;— and  this  excessive 
weight  depends  upon  the  presence  of  sugar. 

llijfwlheiitai  to  the  Suf^ur  UUi^  dtpendettt  on 
thedefieieney^  Urea. — It  has  been  sUppos<-tl 
tliat  the  sngar  is  dependent  upon  tlie  d»  fi 
ciency  of  urcaj  and  urea  and  -sugitr,  vou 
know,  contain  the  same  quantity  of  hydro, 
gen  exactly,  hut  the  quanlil\  of  c;irbein 
and  oxygen  in  sugar  is  twice  tlmt  in  urea. 
It  has  Uiercfore  heca  supposed  that  there 
is  only  a  morbid  change  undergone  in  the 
composition  of  the  urine— that  instead  of 
urea  you  have  sugar.  However,  this  is 
certainly  not  aoetirate,  hocaose  I  have  seen 
a  large  quantity  of  sngar  in  the  urine 
where  there  was  likewise  a  considerable 
ouaatity  of  mea:  still,  in  proportion  aa 
tne  one  is  deficient,  the  other  is  frequently 
ahimdant.  It  is  by  no  means  i  thinx 
proved  tliat  sugar  is  merely  altered  urea, 
and  tho.se  have  mistaken  the  matter  who 
say  that  urea  is  absent  in  diabt  tie  urine, 
for  sometimes  a  large  quantity  of  urea  is 
found  in  true  diabcntes,  where  of  couna 
there  is  a  large  quantity  of  sugar. 

Albumen  precede*  the  re -appearance  of  tkt 
Ssfii.— Dupuvtren  aadTlienard  assert  that 
before  the  salts  and  urea  apju  ar  again,  if 
the  disease  take  a  favourable  course,  albu- 
men  is  found.  Dr.  Prout  mentions  that 
tha  wont  form  of  duibetce  b  when  tlia 
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QfiDe  is  albiimuinns— w  here,  besides  sugiuv 
you  fiiul  albiuninotis  floccnli  in  the  unne. 
in  a  iaiai  cuse  of  mine,  not  lung  l)cfore 
deaUi  there  weiv  albuminous  floceuli,  and 

these  fl(>ecnli  iTicrcaso  the  fernitiitatirni 
whieh  the  uriue  experiences  Ctom  the 
sugar. 

Condition  of  tAs  IMDorf.— Now  it  is  pretty 
certain  that  no  snp^ar  i«  found  in  the  bhwrt 
of  these  paticnUi.  Dr.  i'rout,  wb<>  is  very 
nice  in  nit  examination  of  these  things, 
says  that  he  fi  i'^  '^ramtimes  stn.'n  s(»nictliing 
Ukt  sugar,  but  us  fur  irut  sugar  being  found 
ill  the  blood,  it  has  been  looked  for  by  a 
laras  number  of  chemiits^  but  in  vain. 

The  bl(MMl  snmetimes  in  this  disease  is 
of  an  unnatural  appearance :  it  is  said  by 
Dr.  Watts,  of  Olasgqw,  to  be  a  little  like 
treacle,  and  of  a  bluiMh  colour;  hut  this  is 
not  an  invariable  eireumstanee,  for  1  have 
not  noticed  it  myself;  but  it  is  asserted 
by  Dr.  Walts,  who,  I  dan  say,  nmy  be  de- 
pended upon.     The  scram  (»r  the  blood 
had  a  white  fluid  swimming  upon  it,  and 
the  Uood  ivas  bafled.   I  mention  mis  to 
shew  that  you  may  have  these  things 
while  the  urine  contains  sugar:  there  is 
no  connexiou  between  them,  only  the  pre- 
sence of  one  does  not  exclnde  the  possibi. 
lity  of  the  other.     I  Tuay  mention  that 
Vauqueliu  found  no  !»ugar  in  the  blood  of 
a  person  whose  urine  actually  contained 
one-seventh  part  of  sugar:  he  also  says 
that  he  foini«I  no  urea  in  the  blood  of 
this  individual,  though  he  gave  him  a 
large  (joantity  bv  the  month  for  some  ^ys. 
He  aljM*  states  that  an  opposite  occurrence 
takes  xdace  here  to  what  is  obsened  in 
scnrnr,  namely,  that  the  blood  will  not 
pntriQr  so  soon  as  in  health.    In  one  case 
of  my  own,  and  uliich  I  ])clicve  was  the 
only  caM;  in  which  experiments  were  made, 
it  was  found  that  tiie  more  sugar  the  urine 
contained,  the  lara^er  was  the  quanUty  of 
carbon  disehargcd  from  the  lungs. 

Duration  and  Terminatiom.  —  Now  tliis 
disease  may  last  many  yean,  and  it  may 
prove  fatal  ^  y  jvlitlii-iiK ;  that  is  to  say,  it 
may  induce  phthisis,  or  bo  tollowed  by  it. 
£s:press  the  fact  in  any  way  you  dioose— 
diabetic  patients  frc(|urntlv  die  phthisi- 
cal. 'I  bcy  sometimes  die  from  mere  ex- 
haustion, occasioned  by  tlie  disease,  and 
sometimes  they  die  suddenly;  but  the 
most  common  trnninations  arc  by  pl  thisis 
or  mere  cximustion.  It  may  destroy  a 
patient  in  a  year  or  two^  or  it  may  remit, 
and  T  believe  it  may  ctasc,  or  be  cured. 
Dr.  Gregory  used  to  say  that  he  knew  a 
case  where  the  saccharine  quality  of  the 
nrine  ceased  in  two  days,  and  did  not  rs- 
turn  I  but  wla  tlu  r  the  observations  were 
made  with  all  the  accuracy  that  wcrciiuiie 
in  modern  limes,  I  do  notlcnow, 

DediHgefthc  SugM'  and  tk$  QvaiUiijr  <As 


CTrns.— Usually  the  api>earance  of  sugar 

and  the  excessive  quantity  of  urine  decline 
together;  that  is  to  say,  that  in  proportion 
as  the  quantity  of  urine  becomes  Jess^  so 
does  the  i)n)}>«>rlion  of  sn;;nr.  Yi>u  may 
tiave  the  quantity  of  uriue  diminislied,  ana 
yet  the  proportion  of  sugar  to  that  quan- 
tity remain  the  same;  and  on  the  other 
hand  it  is  a«««?erted,  (hut  that  T  have  not 
seen,)  that  the  sugar  sometimes  diminishes 
in  absolute  quantity,  while  the  urine  re. 
mains  in  the  same  excess  as  before.  As, 
however,  the  sugar  absolutely  lessens — so 
do  the  salts,  the  lithic  acid,  and  tlie  urea, 
generally  increase.  The  colouring  matter 
of  the  urine  is  usually  dcGcient  as  well  as 
the  lithic  acid  and  u&LUf  and  sometimes 
the  sugar  entirely  disappears  befim  death. 
I  have  in  diabetic  patients  seen  the  urine 
Kn<lfk'n!y  cease  to  have  a  particle  of  sugar 
in  It,  and  yet  the  patient  has  died  in  the 
course  of  three  or  four  days. 

ATorbid  y4ffi>euiyir!n    —  Ndw    nfti  t  death 

you  will  frequently  Had  no  morbid  apj>ear- 
ances  whatever.    I  bave  serend  times 

opened  diabetic  patients,  and  as  far  as  I 
could  judge  I  liave  found  the  whole  of  the 
body  sound  throughout.  The  kidneys 
bare  sometimes  been  enlarged  a  little, 
sometimes  a  little  redder  or  fuller  than 
natural,  and  a  little  flabby,  but  that  has 
been  all,  and  sometimes  I  nave  not  even 
seen  that.  The  ureters  are  said  sometinusa 
to  he  florid;  but  certainly  morbid  anatomy 
only  gives  you  no  explanationof  this  discus*. 
Suppose  you  see  the  kidney  Ailler  or  larger 
than  natural,  and  the  vessels  rrntlcrcd 
more  distinct,  why  that  is  nothiuir  more 
than  you  would  expect  from  theiiidncy 
being  stimulated  to  excessive  action ;  and 
whatever  mav  he  the  cau!;e,  that  ecrtainly 
does  nut  explain  tlie  sacchariue  quality  oif 
the  urine. 

Xot  ccmjiited  lo  /Idutis. — This  disease  is  by 
no  means  coutiued  to  adults,  for  it  fre- 
quently affects  children  also,  but  it  is  not 
so  easily  observed  in  tbem. 

Predhpoiing  C^uits. —  l>t;ihftcs  orcum 
much  more  ixeqaeully  iu  men  than  in 
women,  and  it  oocun  much  more  frequently 
in  some  countries  than  iu  others.  Profe&sor 
Frank  says  that  he  saw  but  three  cases  of 
it  in  Germany  for  twenty  years,  and  when 
he  practised  in  Italy  lie  saw  but  seven 
cases  in  ciglit  years.  There  ar<"  fur  ni<>re 
caKCs  of  it  iu  Ediubuigh  than  iu  Loudon. 
When  I  was  a  studoit  in  Edinburgh, 
there  were  always  some  eases  of  it  to  be 
found,  but  I  do  not  recollect  liaviog  a  case 
in  London  for  two  years. 

Etdting  C  i «<»•..— It  is  ]>roduccd  some- 
times by  s^ricf;  tcrtaiiilv  !  Iisive  seen  it 
produced  hy  the  long  coutiuuuuee  of  the 
depressing  passions.  It  is  sometimes  oc- 
casioned oy  chills-*by  the  exposure  of  the 
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body  to  hrmt  and  eoMaltafiiatelj,  espedally 

vln  ii  tI'.i'  hrifiv  in  n  -^tjitc  f>f  perspiration. 
It  sometimes  appears  to  arise  from  strains 
of  til*  loiaa.  Wheliier  whiskey  htm  any 
poticnlar  power  in  producing  it  I  do  not 
Know,  hut  it  j«  far  more  common  in  Scot- 
Iiimi  thaa  lu  England,  1  suppose  they 
drink  as  much  whiskey  in  Scotland  as 
in  Ireland,  but  wlullier  the  disease  is 
equally  prevalent  there  1  do  not  know. 
Dr.  I^tnam  nyv  tlnrt  lia  Ihm  wen  the 
discasf  ct»me  on  after  boils;  ninl  T  have 
heard  others,  I  think,  confirm  the  ob- 
servation. Excess  of  yencry  appears 
likewise  to  be  a  cause  of  it.  Some  sathors 
raentioTi  this  mi>s\  (Iffidrdly  ns  vl  enuse  of 
the  disease,  and  in  some  instaneis  I  have 
Mkcd  the  qvMtlon  of  young  men,  and  they 
have  replied  tlint  tin  \  had  indulged  To 
great  excess.  \\'hether  tliey  had  or  had 
not  I  cannot  say,  because  people  fSsel  dif- 
ferently a«  to  niiat  is  excess.  I  however 
saw  it  in  one  man  who  had  committed  no 
excess  of  this  kind,  for  he  said  he  had 
never  known  *  woman,  but  he  died  of  the 

disrasr.  nnfl  it  i«  yrrv  pnissililc  tlriit  he  fin^l 
committed  excess  of  a  less  creditable  kind. 
I  rather  think  this  was  tbe  case,  from  the 
gcreat  length  of  the  prepuce.  Sometimes 
there  is  nf>  rvitlfpt  oxdtin>j  ean«*e  at  all, 
and  in  some  vuacs  n  is  evideutly  cun.stitu- 
tknud  and  bereditaiy.  Oho  German 
t^Titer  mentions  "jiTiiig  seven  cases  of  the 
disease  in  one  liuuily.  Dr.  Gngory  said 
that  he  saw  three  oaaei  in  one  flanily ;  and 
Pr.  Prout  knew  a  mother,  an  uncle,  a  bro- 
ther, fuid  a  sistfr,  all  aikc.ted  with  tbe 
diMiase. 

IKsfMslfc— The  diagnosis  of  the  diMtie 

is  eaiy  enoug^h.  It  may  be  made  hy  mea- 
suring the  (quantity  of  Duid,  by  weighing 
it,  imd  by  analysing  it.  Yon  find  in  din* 
In  tt  s  a  br<l^^-n  treacly  extract,  which,  on 
tasting,  you  find  to  be  sweet  No  one  can 
otiject  to  taste  it,  for  it  is  not  urine,  but 
sugar.  When  the  fluid  is  evaporated, 
there  is  nothing  hni  Imrd-bake  h-ft.  which 
tastes  just  as  well  U5  any.  utiaT hard -bake. 
Bnt  altfaoiiffh  the  diienee  ie  euily  raougb 
mafle  ftiit,  if  you  suspect  it**  existence,  and 
it  really  does  exist, yet  it  is  a  disease  wiiich 
is  eentiniinUv  overlooked.  It  oomes  on  so 
insidiously  that  many  persims  have  it  for 
a  Ieni?lh  of  time  iK'fore  the  medical  atten- 
dant suspects  its  existence.  The  patient 
complains  of  being  weak  and  languid,  does 
liot  knf>w  n  lint  is  the  matter  with  him,  niul 
tbe  quoniuy  of  urine  may  not  be  such  as 
to  nttnet  ms  attention;  so  that  no  light 
is  frequently  throiKni  on  the  disease.  I  have 
known  so  many  cases  of  this  kind  ]wssed 
over,  that  when  T  see  a  patient  complaining 
of  weaknc«.<(,  and  can  discover  no  evident 
cni^se,  T  ahvuys  question  him  as  to  the 
qdautity  of  uriuc.    Not  long  ugu,  1  baw  a 


patient  who  mnst  have  had^jlidbelei  far 

some  years;  but  that  cirminstancc  never 
struck  my  mioii.  ''He  had  disMse  of  lbs 
heart,  wMfli  was  killing  him,  end  it  imm 

not  till  I  saw  him  three  or  four  months 
afterwards  that  be  spoke  of  the  quantity  of 
his  urine.  The  disease  of  the  heart  ex- 
plained every  symptom  of  which  he  com- 
plained,  but  uptin  hrin^^  toM  that  there 
was  sometluug  uTong  in  his  urine,  1  eva- 
porated a  portion,  juid  fianiid  itmm  ^n- 
l)etie  ;  and  ho  then  stated  that  he  had 
made  an  excessive  quantity  of  urine  fi»r 
several  years.  No  disease  is  more  easily 
passed  over,  unless  the  patient  chaoces  to 
mention  that  he  makes  a  lari^erquaiitity  of 
urine  than  usual.  When  you  see  a  "pa- 
tient emaciated,  eomplainiog  of  thirst, 
with  a  pood  appetite,  und  his  skin  is  -iry, 
and  you  can  see  no  reason  either  iu  tiie 
chest' or  abdcmien  for  these  spmptoms,  it  is 
well  always  to  iiN|mre  into  the  state  of 
the  urine. 

Pathohgrf. — As  to  tbe  real  nature  of  tiie 
disease,  some  declare  it  is  sltonied  in  the 

Vifhiey,  others  that  it  is  sitTiated  in  tlie  stiv 
macb.  Now  many  of  tbe  symptoms  are 
as  easily  explained  on  one  supposition  as 
on  the  other.  Many  of  them  are  referrihle 
altogether  to  the  discharge  of  fluid.  The 
thirst  and  the  ilrvncss  of  skin  are  cvidtntly 
referrihle  to  the  loss  of  fluid.  So,  tt^uat^ 
the  costiveness,  the  emaciation,  tht  hunger, 
the  debility,  tbe  sensation  ot  smkiiig  at  t^ 
stonmeb,  are  all  vefeirible  to  the  mem  loss 
of  so  much  substance  as  must  lie  lost  in  tbe 
production  of  sugar.  But  the  absence  of 
sugar  lu  the  blood,  and  the  verjr  frequent 
absence  of  dvspepaa,  or  any  thing  oos* 

nceted  with  the  ^tf)irinrh,  t'\f*ept  the  hiui. 
ger,  (which  the  excessive  iot>«  will  explain*^ 
make  it  appear  to  mo  most  nrebable  that 

the  disease  is  situated  in  thi  kic!m  y 

Perhaps  this  is  the  must  singular  disease 
in  the  animal  economy ;  for  the  nature  of 
it  is  not  know  n,  and  tbe  treatment  which 
is  found  nsefhl  is  as  singular  as  the  dis- 
ease  itself:  the  remedies  are  directly  op- 
posite. 

Trtatmfnt. — There  can  be  no  douht  ^hnt 
repeated  venesection  has  lessened  tiie 
symptoou  very  rnmsh^  and  it  is  sometintea 

home  remarkably  welL  You  will  find  a  snf- 

ficient  number  of  eiLwm  on  record,  U»  e«sta. 
blish  the  iact  tiiat  biet;«iing  is  (.>cca.sioaaiiy 
veiy  nsefiil  in  the  disease;  not  bleedii^ 
to  syncope — not  violent  bleeding— hut  n; 
pea  ted  bleedings,  from  eight  ounoes  to  a 
pint  I  have  employed  tms,  and  ssen  it 
borne  in  a  rem :irls able  manner.  In  nianv 
eases  the  urine  diminished  and  the  quoit ly 
improved  while  veneeeetion  was  going  on  c 
but  though  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its 
use,  yet  it  has  fre<|nenlly  failed.  S«»nie^ 
prefer  the  applicatiou  of  leeches  tu  die 
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c])ig:mBtriniB,  and  Mniia  cupping  cm  the 

loins. 

Then,  again,  titutting  tbe  patient  with 
riMHp  vlMdn  (whidi  to  a  praelice  dlioetly 

opposite  to  blecdin;^)  has  also  answered  as 
good  a  pur|M)s<<    Many  penom  hare  their 
urine  improved  by  being  confined  to  ani- 
nuil  diet,  having  nothing  batmeat;  bntstill 
OBC  would  iinntrinc  thnt  this  n-nnld  rifit  2:0 
to  the  root  of  the  complaint,  wherever  it 
may  be;   It  to  Hke  giring  phosphate  of 
UnTc  in  softness  of  the  bones,  and  taking 
cnrbonate  of  soda  to  reinf^l  v  acidity  of  the 
stomach :  i  t  is  merely  al  lev  i  ati  ng,  not  caring 
the  diMue.   Bat  ytm  will  find  it  the  mott 
difficult  thinp  in  tnc  world  to  make  a  per- 
son adhere  to  animal  diet ;  he  becomes  so 
disgusted  with  it  at  last,  tlmt  he  says  he 
wonld  lather  staiTe  than  eat  meat  ermry 
day.    I  never  found  a  patient  able  to  eon- 
tinue  it  for  a  length  of  time;  still,  as 
there  is  great  weakness,  it  may  he  well  to 
make  a  ])atient  lire  on  meat  as  much  as 
po-ssihle,  and  you  w  ill  find  as  )ttrong  evi- 
dcuee  in  its  favour  ^  ia  that  uf  bleeding. 

Then  there  ean  be  no  doubt  that  opium 
has  a  ii'rcnt  po^^-fr  nvrr  Tlir  disease:  it  in- 
creases the  quantity  of  lithic  acid,  the  qnan- 
tity  of  area,  and  lessens  the  sugar.  I  have 
seen  this  proved  over  and  over  agala;  aay, 
So  threat  is  it's  itinumce,  that  a  rery  threat 
quanUty  will  dimiaifih  the  urine a«  rapidly 
as  it  wi)l  diminish  the  sngar  in  the  arine; 
I  once,  findinir  a  man  dyintr  of  tJic  dis- 
ease, gave  him  opium  so  freely  tiiat  it  in- 
doora  stupor  and  some  degree  of  delirium ; 
and  in  the  course  of  sixty  boors,  the  quan- 
tity of  urine  vras  reduced  frnm  t^i^ht  pints  to 
two  in  the  "24  hours,  and  from  bving  very 
heavy  It  leet  the  graaWrpart of  its moihid 
specific  gravity,  and  absolutely  lost  the 
whole  quantity  of  ftngar:  iTfde*><l  urea  was 
prwluced  in  excejw — the  urine  contained 
more  urea  than  it  outcht  to  do  in  health. 
The  mnn  died  a  few  (lays  afterwards  of 
itliihisiti,  but  the  qnantity  of  opium  pro- 
daeed  the  efitot  I  hm  sMitsd.  in  leneral, 
by  giving  opium,  and  by  increasing  the 
Anscs,  you  lessen  tl>c  amount  of  urine  and 
likcMiiie  the  qnantity  of  sugar.  Of  course, 
ia  this  disease  the  opium  may  beinereaeed 
it  may  in  anv  other,  and  onr  irtnn 
who  bc^n  with  half  a  Etain  three  times 
a-dav,  at  last  took  as  roucn  as  two  wniples 
legularlv  three  times  a  day ;  and  it  never 
Citnfineu  his  bowels,  which  it  usually  does 
where  patients  take  a  large  quantity.  His 
arine  became  natural ;  when,  throogb  a 
mistake  on  the  part  of  thn^^r  whomndr  ny» 
tto  prescription,  be  had  forty  grains  of 
bhic  pill,  wvidi  he  took  three  dmes  a-daj. 
Thus  there  was  an  absence  of  the  opium 
and  the  prexpnee  of  a  strong  punrative— 
a  strtnig  luincral  jioison ;  and  instantly 
ibt  sagar  was  brought  back  into  the  arine 


in  the  iMlginal  quantity,  and  the  orine 

also  was  increnscd  us  before.  The  opium 
was  renewed  again,  but  I  never  roaae  an 
ImprBasifln  oa   tiia  disease  aftenvtnds. 

Whether  the  benefit  would  have  continued 
I  do  not  know;  but  the  nriiic  brirune 
hcaitiiv,  the  mbtake  was  made,  tiic  pa- 
tient ml  bach,  and  I  never  made  the 
<;1in:htrst  imprmon  by  the  same  dose  of 
opium  again. 

It  is  Mtid  that  other  auvotics  answer  as 
well  as  opium,  bat  I  am  not  aware  whether 
that  is  the  ra^e ;  however,  T  bare  never  yet 
cored  the  diseam;  even  by  opium — at  leaat, 
I  am  not  certain  of  it.  There  wae  one 
man  who,  by  reprntud  hlcr(lini:<5,  njrjn'^n-ed 
cured;  but  1  did  not  see  him  after- 
wards, Hy  opium,  however,  by  Miinud 
diet,  or  by  any  other  means,  I  do  not 
know  that  I  ever  cured  a  case.  T  flarr  not 
say  that  the  man  was  cured  in  wboiu  the 
Kpeated  depietioas  wen  hnd  rsooatve  to. 
Of  course  lam  speakini^  of  saccharine  dia 
betes,  for  as  for  diabeu-s  tnsipidasy  that 
may  be  efi'ectually  removed. 

The  steam  hath  and  the  hot  liath 
have  hcvu  strongly  recommended ;  but 
I  confe&s  tliat  1  have  used  them  wit^. 
oot  any  material  benefit.  Imn  has 
also  been  recommended,  ]>articularly  the 
phosphate;  but  1  employed  thv  car- 
bonate, and  it  appeared  uticful,  but  I 
have  never  seen  it  core  thedisease.  I  have 
not  h:ul  snfEcient  cxi>erience  of  the  (Vi'irasc 
in  children,  to  say  whether  it  may  be  cured. 
I  saw  a  child  about  two  years  ago  making 
an  exoonive  qnantity  of  urine,  and  I  think 
it  was  said  to  l>c  saccbnrino  ;  but  this  only 
lasted  a  few  days.  I  will  not  take  it  upon 
me  to  assert  that  the  dieeeee  to  never  eaied 
in  children.  Alnin,  catechu,  and  astrin- 
penl-^,  are  vnid  t«>  be  of  service;  and  it  is 
alleged  tiiat  tliey  liave  sometimes  cured  the 
disease.  Bat  what  I  woold  remmmend, 
if  tbr  pntirnt's  stn.'ni^tb  would  benr  it, 
wonld  be  venesection,  and  a  confinement 
as  moch  as  posidble  to  animal  diet;  and 
there  is  no  reason  why  yon  should  not  j^ive 
opium,  and  at  the  sarne  time  phosphate  of 
iron.  'I'hcfie  all  ui  t  in  a  way  that  we  do 
not  nndemtand  ;  we  arc  not  sufficiently 
acquainted  wiili  the  disca'^c  to  «;ny  that 
thiry  will  oot  do  good  i  and  if  1  found  a 
rraiedy  serviceable,  I  woold  rsesmmend  a 
patient  to  use  it  It  is  right  always  to 
make  a  pal}cT)t  wear  plcnt  v  of  ( lotht*,  to 
keep  the  6urluee  as  warm  iu«  possible. 
Wann  ehvthinff,  and  exercise  to  sweating, 
have  hvrn  nx''immrndffl  ;  biTt  T  have 
known  persons  jKTspire  protusi'iy  in  the 
difcase,  without  any  good  being  dona. 


^  kj  1^  o  uy  Google 
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NOTES  OF  LECTURES, 

ST  rUM  l*ATJi 

Dft.  Jas.  Gbbookt,  or  EDinBUBOBf 

On  DyqtepriUf  Hypaehandmuu,  and  OUorpiif  r 

iiv  Edward  Blackmori:,  M.D. 
B«aldent  Pbyklcion  Id  Bath. 


A  ITRITKR  in  the  London  Medico-Chirof. 
ffieil  Rcricw  for  June  1831,  Rt  ji&gc  219, 
hn'i  ^tnted  that  "  the  immense  nms^  if  me- 
dical information  which  l>r.  Gregory  pos- 
■eased,  has  perished  with  him;  for  the 
notes  taken  Iiy  his  pupils  are  not  onl^  de- 
fective, but  devoid  nf  all  his  practical  illos- 
tratifius.  His  lectures,  besides  their  in- 
triti^nc  merit,  as  the  wliicle  of  sound  me- 
dical leaniing",  were  characterized  by  a 
richness  of  illustration  quite  onprccedent- 
ed.**  This  remaxic  may  terre  to  enhaaee 
the  value  tif  the  present  communication, 
which,  it  is  presumed,  contain?!  ample  evi- 
dence that  all  the  notes  taken  by  tlie  pupils 
ei  that  great  physician,  are  net  defeetirc. 

His  lectilrcs  indeed  may  be  rcjiifardcd 
as  defective  in  relation  to  the  refined 
pathol<»jify  of  tlie  present  dav, '  whieh 
Gregory'  prolmbly  too  mnrh  negloetcd  : — 
their  stVle  and  arrangtnieat  also,  in  their 
orlgfinal  delivery,  were  discursive,  careless, 
desultory,  and  irregular :  they  were  never 
written  by  the  author,  but  delivered  memo- 
riteTy  from  brief  notes ;  they  contained  fre- 
quent and  prolix  repetitions  (which,  bow. 
ever  HflmiraMv  suite  <■]  tn  (iml  in<;trnrtinn. 
are  tedious  in  a  written  cumpositionj— 
Intt  there  Is  no  Iket  in  tfiem  not  worth  re> 
peutinc: ;  their  matter  is  invaluable:  for 
extent  and  variety  of  illustration,  for  flie 
precision  and  authority  of  the  practical 
precepts  contained  in  them,  they  are  nnri. 
valleu ;  and  on  the  remote  excitin!;  cause*;  of 
diseases,  in  particular,  which  the  author 
legiided  as  mn  important  gnide  in  practice, 
they  are  most  copious  and  instructive. 

For  the  cautious  scepticism,  the  can* 
^mr,  decision,  comprehensiveness,  preci- 
sion, independence,  perspicuity,  and  tigoar 
of  his  practi'-nl  jtidirment,  Grejrory  was  se- 
cond  to  no  nmii  m  any  age  or  country. 

They  who  have  liad  the  privileR;e  of 
having' been  his  pupils,  w  ]U  rfcogni/e  in 
the  present  outline  a  faithful  narration  of 
the  note  deriTod  tram  his  transeendaat  ex. 
j»ericncc;  the  order  of  some  of  the  sen- 
tences is  merely  transposed,  so  as  to  brin^- 
ittto  a  eoasbined  view  all  his  remarks  on 
the  same  topic ;  and  a  few  eonneeting  or 
explanatory-  worrls  of  the  rcfMufir  are 
lulded,  wltich  will  be  found  lujicried  in 
brackets. 


The  consideration  of  the  orjfanle  diseases 
of  the  stomach  i^  not  included  in  these  lec- 
tures i  the  proper  subject  of  them  are  the 
a^mamic  and  spasmodic  afTeetions  of  thia 
orLTun,  desij*Tjatied  in  Cullen's  Nosolf^jy^ 
vviiich  Dr  Gregory  made  liis  text  book. 

In  leetuiing  he  seems  to  have  arranged 
hi^  matter  under  these  distinct  luads  — 1st, 
the  history  and  explanation  of  the  symp-. 
toms ;  2d,  the  antecedent,  ootneideiit,  and 
consecutive  morbid  affections  (^^enerally  a, 
mere  ennraeration  of  the  symptomatic  spe- 
cies of  diseases  noted  by  Sauva^ei»  and  Cul- 
len;)  3d, prognostic  observations;  4th,  Che 
remote  causes,  and  a  brie  f  aHnsion  to  the 
proximate  causes ;  but  in  general  he  gave 
np  die  investigatioii  of  proximate  taxum, 
(See  rnHsjM  ctuH,  p.  2d,  6ch  adlL  BdiB. 
18180  treatment. 

Sect.  I.^-CmnsMatssR  the  S^ppfsHw. 

First,  the  primary  or  estential  symptoms ; 
the  definition  from  CuUcn,  '^Anorexiay 
nausea,**  Joe. 

(u)  Anorery :  want  of  appetite  is  not 
universally  found;  tlic  oowers  of  digestion 
niny  be  impaired,  yet  tne  appetite  entire  } 
the  patients  indulge  it. 

(b)  Nausea,  which  produces  vomiting; 
an  inverted  motion  of  the  stomach,  which 
brings  into  action  the  diaphragm  and  ab' 
'I'  lninal  nin-i  1(  \  produces  it:  nausea  may 
couliuue  without  vomiting,  and.this  occurs 
without  naaaea  preceding  it.  There  in 
aiao  an  inverted  moti(m  or  the  duodenum 
in  vomiting;  e.g.  the  first  mouthful  vo- 
mited in  sea-sickness  is  bilious;  it  comes 
Aom  the  duodenum :  the  same  thin|^  hap. 
pens  from  nn  emi  tic,  if  long  continued^ 
and  even  sometimes  in  the  nrst  efi<irt  to 
▼omit:  this  is  bilious  romiting,  which  ia 
not  the  cause  but  the  effect  of  the  disease. 
Instantaneous  votnitin;?  will  occur  from 
matters  irritating  the  stumacht  as  Sulphait 
ZindL  Under  this  symptom  may  be  placed 
jtyro'^Ts,  f)r  water  bnusTi :  there  is  cardial - 
gia,  and  spitting  up  of  iu.sipidor  sour  wa- 
tery matter.  AU  my  patients  had  other 
symptoms  cf  dy^pepsia  with  it.  T>r  Cullcn 
thought  it  was  a  spasmodic  afi'cctiou  of  the 
small  vessels  of  the  stomach ;  this  wonid 
account  for  the  insipid  matter,  not  for  the 
acid  water  thrown  up,  which  must  he  from 
fermentation  of  the  matters  taken  in,  ^and. 
also  from  the  secn>tion  of  aeid  by  the  nnu 
cons  membrane. — E.  B.) 

(e)  Juflaiion ;  there  is  flatulence  from 
IbnMntatiott  of  the  mass  taken  into  the 
stomach  ;  some  peculiarity  occjusions  flatu- 
lence, and  the  food  most  easv  <»f  digestion 
may  ferment.  Distention  ot  tlie  stomach 
gives  uneasiness  (lanxisty),  not  pain,  hot 
oppression  al>ont  tiie  pra'e»>rdia.  The  sto- 
mach is  wcakcncfi  trom  the  distention,  and 
still  more  from  the  acidity  in  it;  henco 
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j^q»epsia  prolongs  itself.  Sometlni^  there  diMid«r  also  occurs  in  others  who  are  not 
to  a  putrid  colluvies,  like  the  smell  of  rot-  of  this  tem|H*ranient,  'Vhr  M  mptom  is 
ten  ergs,  or  hepor  sulphuris.  There  is  a  not  inaeparabiy  connected  wiiii  dv^pepsia; 
flwelhng  of  the  pnecordia,  |o  that  th«  p».  eome  p«nons  get  hypoclumdiuna  and 
tiont  cannot  button  tlie  xraistcoat;  the  mania  without  indigestion;  and  some 
.stomach  is  distended  ;  but  the  patients  ex-  things  which  arc  good  for  the  dyspeptic 
aggerate;  they  say  it  is  from  wind.  (Gas  are  bad  for  them.  I  liave  seen  hypochon- 
•fso  may  be  secreted  by  the  vessels  of  the  driasis  in  the  sanguine  temperament, 
stomach,  withottt  fermentation  of  the  food.  There  are  mnny  symptoms  referred  to 
See  Magendie's  Physiology,  for  the  nature  the  head  in  dyspep&ia ;  head-ache ;  the 
of  the  TarioBs  ga9efl.-^E.  B.)  head  is  heavy,  oppressed,  with  a  aense  of 
(i/)  Rtictut,  crui  tation;  a  -^i^  l  ari^c  of  weight  or  vertigo,  and  a  violent  ringing  in 
flatus  and  otlicr  mat  ers,  wliich  uia^  be  the  cars;  depravation  of  si^ht;  the  pa 
Rwecti?di,  acid,  putrid,  or  bilious:  it  is  tient  sees  various  colours,  flasht-H  of  light, 
ihmc  h\  the  contractiona  of  the  stomach  spangles,  from  the  state  of  hia  atomach. 
itself,  (or  a  voluntary  action  of  the  gullet  There  is  also  undent  pain  of  the  ejrea:  itia 
and  abdominal  muscles,  £.  B.)  Some*  inexplicable ;  an  ultimate  IkcL 
times  In  endeavoniing  to  blow  fwind  in.  Hysteria  is  aometimea  a aymptom:  many 
struments),  air  is  swallowed,  ana  tlie  sto-  of  the  hysterical  are  dyspeptic,  the  disorder 
mach  is  distended:  this  influeiues  the  of  the  stomach  is  the  predispusiog  or  ex- 
action of  the  organ  ;  it  is  a  bad  hubit.  citini,'  cause.  There  is  no  regular  propor- 
Rumnmih  aometimes  is  met  with,  (a  vari-  tion  i)etween  dyspepsia  and  hysteria  The 
rty  of  enietation\  a  brincjinj^  up  of  the  rnniMirii,'-  noise  (in  the  belly)  is  tliought  to 
half  digested  aliment,  chewing  it,  and  shew  a  disturbance  iu  the  oourae  of  diges- 
again  swallowing  it.    {SingultuSf  which  tion. 

might  have  been  considered  h&ce,  waa  Other  spaama  also  occur,  as  transient 

omitted  by  the  lecturer.)  pain?*  about  flie  sides  and  limbic;  the  feel- 

(«)  Pain i  1.  Cardialgia,  from  acid  or  al-  iug  is  like  that  of  spasm;  it  is  no  inllam. 

Iftuine  matter  in  the  atomach ;  the  aeld  matory  affection,  Init  connected  with  lia. 

matter  is  ajtidied  at  the  cardia,  or  upj»cr  tulence  in  the  stomach;  from  a  diadiaigt 

orifice  of  the  stomach,  whidi  i^ives  that  of  flatus,  the  pains  go  off. 

burning  pain;  (it  is  different  from  the  Cramps  in  the  legs  also  happen  from 

next  variety  of  pain,  the  mucous  membrane  diaorder  of  theatomaidi ;  a  biliooa  paigiog 

is  here  the  seat  of  irritation  ;)  the  patients  also  occasions  these  cramps. 

describe  it  as  "  a  pain  of  tbc  breast;"  tliey  (6)  Afl'ections  of  the  heart  and  blood. 

an  inaecniate  about  the  aeat  of  their  dis-  neaelB. 

eases.   There  is  a  pain  in  the  breast  also,  Pains  are  referred  to  the  region  of  the 

ft-om  sympathy  between  the  atomach  and  heart,  **  pain  in  the  breast,"  with  pnlpita- 

tbe  muscles  of  respiration.  tion  of  tne  heart,  and  intermission  uf  the 

2.  Gastrodiinia :  people  arc  almost  con-  pttlse;  the  patients  feel  uneasy  at  the  in. 
vulsed  and  delirious  from  the  terrible  ]  ;  stant;  thev  t!iiiik  they  are  Ut  die. 
it  is  from  a  s)>asm  of  the  (muscular  and  People  will  come  complaining  uf  disease 
nervous)  fibres  of  the  stomach,  and  alao  about  tlie  heart :  you  find  it  arising  from 
from  acidity ;  {a,  neuralgia  also  of  the  ae-  diaorder  in  the  stomach ;  e.  e.  from  sea- 
mi  hi  nar  ganglia  of  the  aympathetic  nenre.  aickness  the  wlude  body  is  shaken.  I  had 
— E.  h.)  palpitation  of  the  heart  from  it  for  many 

(Such  are  the  essential  symptoms ;)  the  noani.    Remcmhcr  that  diaorder  of  tm 

same  patient  ha.s  notj  howerer,  all  the  stomach  will  in  some  persons  produce  in- 

ab«>\e  synij)tums.  tcrmis.sion  of  the  pulse.    The  stomach  i.s 

Second^  llie  occuiional  and  secondary  symp'  distended  b^'  its  (fluid)  contents,  or  by  lia- 

toms;  the  coincident  or  cooae(|nent  aflec-  tulence,  which  presses  the  diaplira^in  u)>. 

tions  of  various  organs.  wards;  the  stomach  is  thought  to  rise  as 

(a)  Disorder  of  the  head  and  nervous  high  as  the  fifth  rib;  it  preseea  on  the 

ayatem.  heart ;  yet  the  palpitation  ia  not  always 

People  first  become  hypiK-hnndriacal,  from  that  mechanical  operation.  (The 

afterwards    melancholic    and    deranged,  nervous  n  ltitiun  of  the  heart  and  stonmch 

**  Hyi>ocbondriasis  occurring  only  in  the  is  sljcwa  in  that)  before  the  food  shall  have 

melancholic  temperament,  alwaya  with  heen  di^rested,  it  will  reatore  the  hearts 

dyspepsia." — Ci  I.t.KN.  action  hke  wine,  in  cases  of  Exhaustion. 

There  is  a  great  connexion  between  sto.  On  the  discharge  of  flatus,  the  palttitation 

mach  complaints  and  low  apirits:  there  ia  ceases,  or  on  spitting  up  the  undigested, 

distortion  of  the  mind;  anxiety  about  the  acid,  bilious  matter. 

heultli ;  ^nt-h  patients  arc  said  u»  have  (Pulsationof  tlie  abdominal  aorta,  which 

black  cycii,  black  hair,  an<i  to  Ih:  of  a  ia  sometimes  so  severe  and  so  perplexing 

thin,  spare  habit ;**  this  ia  the  physiognomy  in  the  dyspeptic,  waa  omitted  by  G regory .) 

0f  the  melancfacdic  temperament^  but  the  (r)  The  leajiiratioa  alao  ia  impeded  ton 
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djspepsia,(Nr  from  aojr  iuad  <»f  the  stomach, 
non  meth  which  we  diflenlt  of  digest 

ins :  no  one  can  run  well  after  a  full  meal ; 
it  has  pr«>dno<vl  urgt-nt  dyspiurni.  Entino: 
salmon  would  bring  on  spasmodic  lutthiuu 
in  a  ootain  case ;  so  will  a  full  meal.  The 
mnsclr^;  of  respiration  are  brought  into 
spasmodic  adioo  from  the  iriitatien  of  in- 
digeatioii.   [See  below,  Seet  III.l 

('/)  Aflfectious  of  the  liver  are  produced 
by  iong  nausea  and  vomiting;  the  biliary 
ducts  areemulged,  the  secretions  increased ; 
bile  is  brought  up  into  the  stomadi  from 
an  iufcrtei!  actinn  nf  the  duodenum,  which 
agidii  giyes  riM-  to  nausea,  vomiting,  and 
|Mdn ;  a  bilious  pairing  and  jaandioe  are 
also  occasioned;  the  perspired  matter  is 
yellow;  it  tinges  the  linen.  The  bilious 
nabit  remains  for  years ;  that  is,  there  is  a 
vitiated  or  too  copious  secretion  of  bile. 
It  is  the  eBect  of  dyspepsia.  On  the  otlier 
hand,  morbid  afiections  of  the  liver  will 
canae  indigettion.   [See  bdow.] 

(f)  Disorders  of  the  nlimentaiy  canaL 

The  state  of  the  mouth  is  to  be  at. 
tended  to: — 1.  Sometimes  it  is  morbid, 
dry,  with  thirst.  The  tongue  is  whiter 
foul:  it  is  an  irulex  of  thf  state  of  fhr  sto. 
mach,  it  being  a  part  ol  the  ssinu  cunal. 
I>ryness  of  the  moudi  shews  a  want  of  se- 
creti«)n  into  the  stoniaeh  ;  (sometimes,  but 
not  always,  this  is  from  an  erythematic 
state  of  tbe  mueoae  membruie.^E.  BO 
A.  viscid,  macous  ton^e.  shews  a  viaiift 
state  of  the  .secretions  in  the  stomoeh. 

2.  Salivatiou  co-exists  with  dyspensia: 
it  is  analefovs  to  a  Tiscid  metmiim  of  fluids 
into  the  stomach,  as  issliewn  by  the  q^uan- 
tity  of  mucous  floids  which  are  vomited  i 
the  Wtiated  UMMD  is  quickly  eoUected 
again 

The  belly  is  generally  costive. 

People  .sometimes,  however,  have  a 
|innnng,  alternating  with  costiveness ;  a 
P11r^^{!)g  it  sneeeeded  by  toiyor  of  the 

bowels. 

Cf  )  Sometimes  the  liidneys  are  affected; 

the  M  l  ration  of  urine  is  disurdered. 

disposition  tu  gravel  {iuhiit.\i^)  is 
connected  with  the  state  of  the  btumacli, 
with  acidity.  The  most  common  base  of 
cairn li  is  uric  acid,  from  the  acid  of  vege- 
table uiatierii,  which  arc  undigested. 

(nr)  Chlorosis,  (an4emia\  **  pflJenem,  sal- 
Inwiuss,  wiakness,  sighing;  it  is  symp- 
tomatic from  want  of  the  menses,  but  not 
always:"  (and  the  amenorrhoea  h  u  |)art 
of  the  more  g^eneral  disorder,  rather  than 
its  cause:  the  stomach  is  6m  and  chiefly 
deranged.— £.  B.) 

(h)  Goot,  whica  is  an  inflammatory  dis- 
cn-<f'  in  the  hands  and  feet,  will  arise  from 
*  disorder  of  the  stomach ,  its  connexion 
with  dyspepsia  is  to  be  attended  to  in 
practice.  Gout  is  not  produced  in  young 
people  by  dyspepsia,  except  where  it  is 


hereditary ;  Umi  they  havegi>ut  after  iudi. 
gestion.  It  is  the  came  of  the  goat ;  far 
this  comes  on  after  taking  acesernt  w  ines, 
as  claret.  Gout  was  thought  furmf-rlv 
to  be  from  an  acrid  morbid  matter  in  the 
system.  People,  who  were  thoofbit  to  be 
dying,  suddenly  got  rid  of  the  symptoms 
on  getting  a  fit  of  gouL 

Sect.  IT.  —  The  St/mptomatlc  Speeie$  ^ 
Di'^pepsiu,  or  the  antecedent  affltetwit^ 

(A)  Of  the  stomach  itself. 

(These  states  are  organic  causes  patho^ 
logically  t  «  >ctuded,  and  might  be  properly 
considered  in  the  section  on  the  pathology 
of  the  disea-fc.) 

Seirriiosity  is  produced  in  diffident  parts 
of  the  sUim'aeh  :  people  liave  bad  scirrhus 
of  the  stomach  in  the  decline  of  lifi^  from 
(idiopathic)  indigestion  at  a  former  period. 
There  was  in  soch  patients  vomiting  ot 
blood,  witli  suppuration,  :<hscrsscs,vVf.  fn 
the  case  of  a  scirrhous  pyit  truif,  the  tioujic> 
quence  is  a  detention  oi  the  aliment,  iHiicli 
produces  the  definitive  symptoms;  a  total 
want  of  proper  digestion,  and  a  vomitini? 
of  the  matters,  even  before  you  can  fcJI 
the  swelling:  vomiting  occurs  in  thi<t  vum* 
generally  two  hours  fiftrr  takinij  ff.c*d.  The 
weight  of  the  tuaior  wUi  puli  down  the 
stomach ;  yov  ems  M  pvloros  bdow 
and  to  thr  h'ft  of  the  navel;  M..rg:igiii 
flm%  it  has  been  felt  just  above  the  pab^ 
I  nave  seen  it  fixed  there  by  adhesion. 

Tliere  may  be  suppamtiain  £a  the  sto. 
mach  nt>i  r  iiifliimmation  r  some  r.  cover, 
others  linger  and  die.  lu  thii>  lum:  tlieix*  is 
beetle  Ibver,  and  great  disorder  of  the 
functions  (if  (lit^estion.  In  one  easi  tla-re 
was  argent  thirst,  as  in  a  fever,  from  a 
morbid  stiUe  of  the  vtomach :  the  mouth 
was  very  dry. 

( H)  'f  he  function  of  the  stomach  is  ftlao 
disurtlercd  by  diKea;^:  in  other  parts. 

(a)  From  ulceration  of  the  intes^aea, 
there  are  slimy,  bloody  stuok,  and  the 
contents  of  the  bowels  arc  even  thrown 
upwards;  the  stomach  beomrics  severely 
aiVeeted  ;  there  is  occasionally  no  pyrexia. 

{B":  Also  from  disease  of  the  liver,  if  it 
is  iiiiliUiied,  or  suppurated,  or  i^welled,  or 
hardened ;  sometimes,  indeed,  it  is  shrunk 
in  hulk.  VVe  imt  tinfrrquently  feel  the 
bwelied  liver  in  tlie  left  hypochondria;  you 
can  trsce  the  swelling  into  the  right  hypo, 
ehondriu.  Inflammation  of  this  organ  is 
often  chronic;  it  will  last  for  months, 
witli  indigestion  almost  uuiversally.  In  a 
ease  that  quicklv  died,  (whidi  I  thouf^t 
was  idifjpathic,  but  it  wa.s  symptomatic,) 
the  liver  was  diseased;  large  puMulrs* 


*  (Here  U  an  InntAoce  of  the  tten  lapart^u 
state  of  BMirliidaiislafari  tkssa  wa^ptmed  •*  uus« 
tatM**  were  ttbctdes  sod  jNuiftma  h>  d«Udk.-^ 
S*  Jl>} 
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were,  teen  over  the  lurface  of  tb»  bawcls 
aud  peritoneum. 

People  suppose  tbat  ft  sapcrabundant 

aoantity,  or  deficieiuiTy  or  nrn(\  quality  of 
ti«  bile,  u  the  cuue  of  indig^&uuu ;  wLeuce 
coiii«  tboe  moftld  ttntos  of  the  bile }  Va- 
ri<'Tiv  morbid  ft»ii*Iitiiins  of  tlic  liv(  r  tin  in- 
clevii  affect  the  stumach  and  cause  iudigen- 
tion.  People  become  dyspeptic  from  an 
«»verflow  of  bile  in  hot  weaUier,  as  in  the 
East  Indies,  (and  from  the  cfTict  <»f  nivr 
turjr,  E.  B.)  Thi»  bapnens  iudeptndcuiiy 
of  prefiooaly  aiciatiiif  ^rftpepda. 

(There  :irc  nlsn  ]'nroxy!?nis  of  biliary 
eyitcheut^  or  suppressiou  of  the  action  of  tlie 
liver,  whidi  occaaioo  ttonadi  diaocdw:  tlie 
stooU  are  clay  coloured.— £.  B.) 

The  hi U- inn V  be  ritiated;  sometimes  it 
is  black  like  tor :  I  know  not  what  it  is 
tbat  gives  it  that  colour.  It  is  absurd  tu 
^ipply  to  our  rliinate  what  i>  iMcnliar  to 
hot  climates,  (except  in  similar  seaiwos 
Will  States  of  die  atino«pliei«s.»S.  B.) 

(7)  There  is  nausc  a  and  hloodjr  TOmitillg 
from  di.seasc  of  the  spleen. 

(And  of  the  splccu  also,  which  was  little 
noticed.) 

(•)  I)  vsj»epsia  also  occurs  from  a  stone 
iu  the  Delm  of  the  kidneys;  the  stamacb 
b  weakened  (miMitlMtkally,)  tad  tb* 

patient  is  dyspeptic  from  the  nnnitfc 
(«)  From  uterine  affections:— 
(1)  In  pregnancy,  there  is  nansea  and 

vomiting. 

f'i^  Morbidstateeof  the  al0nu  will  OMiM 

LudigeHion : — 

(<i)  Fran  a  want  of  the  menses  at  the 
time  they  ought  t'i  flf)w.  in  <  hlorotic  girls 
{amunairkan  fmnusunu)  there  is  weakness  of 
thestofoach;  laUinv  «r  deptwatkm  of  ibe 
api^ctitc;  bnptllid  digestion. 

(h)  In  suppression  of  the  menses  from 
exposure  to  col(^  wet  feet,  emolioii  u{  the 
nuid,  imgvlarity  in  diet :  there  is  a  loss 
of  ap]H  tite.  nau«i("fi,  nnd  vomiting.  frdHithe 
first,  or  soon  afterwards ;  the  nkio  becomes 
bol,  beadidie  and  voniting  ensue,  or 
hspmorrhage  fr«>ni  the  lang^. 

((')  An  overtiow  of  the  menses,  or  leu. 
corriiiea,  i&  also  connected  with  dvspe|>8ia. 

(I  have  also  seen  obstinate  dy«pepHia 
firom  Rexuol  «T?«vnrfh  rs  in  the  male;  whMl 
Grcgon^  omitted  to  notice.— £.  B.) 

({*)  Doss  of  appetite^  nanMa  mm  vomit- 
ing,  are,  moreover)  SJBptOIMOf  apo|llinito 
livdnH'cphalica. 

\ri)  Disonler  of  the  stomach  likewise 
tlises  fn>m  the  improper  repulsioii  d  eK> 
ten  il  <!i  rases  (UdwOi  bopsS)  ItfOtf  Mtd 
ulcers,— E.  B.) 

Sect.    III.  —  Cf  neral  Ol^natlmi,  rffrrnvg 
la  lla  Course  mul  i'rt^/iMU  oj  tlu  Dult.Ui  , 

Duratkm  and  Duvgrr  ^  th*  iHseaae. — A  fit 

of  djspopite  MineuDM  oeewi  w  a  lit  of 


syncope.  This  transient  indigestion  is 
produced  by  slight  causes ;  when  induced, 
(luickljr  or  slowly.  It  nay  continue  for 
days,  months,  or  yenrs.  Tt  is  not  <lnn 
gBMMU.  The  symptomuLic  dlMeacie  from  an 
oinaie  alleodon  of  the  stomaeii,  Uvsr,  or 
.spleen,  is  generally  fatal  at  last.  Vou 
may  see,  however,  thousands  who  do  not 
die.  They  gencntdly  exaggerate  their 
Mifferings.  Pyrosis  is  very  hud  to  cure ; 
it  will  continue  for  years,  in  spite  of  all 
our  remedies.  The  di&ciise  often  lasts 
long  without  disorder  of  other  functions,- 
cxccjit  thnt  the  spirits  are  depre  ssed.  Dys- 
^jpLic  people  may  have  good  strength— 
may  haw  even  a  mA  coloor;  othen  have 
appetite,  although  their  digestion  is  slow 
and  imperfect:  they  take  in  more  food 
than  they  can  digest,  yet  enough  in  di< 
gested  to  supply  the  wmtxi  of  the  body. 

F/ffftj.— If  iiitlige.stion  is  of  long  stand> 
ing  the  health  sutlers  i  there  is  weakness^ 
paUness  of  the  fiuse,  iltoeidit^  of  tho 
muscles,  .st)flness  of  the  skin.  The  state 
of  the  solids  is  the  same  as  in  rieketty 
children  :  the  fat  is  absorbed,  there  ih  a 
wasting  of  the  muscles,  and  morbid  te- 
nuitT  of  the  hliMnl.  I  do  not  beliete  in  its 
morbid  spissitude ;  1  do  not  like  the  hu- 
nortl  theoryt^biit  there  is  a  nofWd 
nuity  of  the  blood  in  dv^jH-psia  — if  ha.s  not 
the  usual  dark-red  colour.  There  in  a 
laxity  of  the  solids,  a  tendency  to  leuco> 
phl^gOMsia  and  anasarca,  or  general 
dropsy:  the  pnti«ntji  hare  died  dropsieal. 
Hectic  is  produced,  tliev  say,  but  is  not  a 
oonmonooearrenee;  Inaeed  very  rare  (that 
is  in  idiopatTiii  dyspepsia)  :  they  have  then 
some  other  disease  with  the  dyspepsy— • 
e.g,  diaeMe  in  the  lungs,  &e.  Im  stMuadl 
complaints  lead  to,  or  preserve  frotty 
phthisis  ?  They  used  to  think  thedyspep. 
tic  not  apt  to  become  phtluhical ;  as  those 
with  acid  enietations  were  said  to  be  not 
liahle  to  jdt  uri^y  :  but  certainlv  tliey  do 
not  preisene  from  phthisis.  1  bave  seen 
dyspepsia  witfi  phtUtto  In  hvndredi.  tin 
hectic  fVom  tuberculated  lung  is  mistaken 
as  if  it  was  hectic  from  dyspepsia.  (There 
is  hectic  fnun  cancer  of  the  i>tomach  in  iJie 
ulcerous  stage. — E.  B.) 

Progrutsis — Sitiial'ilitu — A  cn'^f.  One  suf- 
Cered  much  pain  at  the  stomach,  and  was 
relieved  by  antaoids  and  opiates.  A  blister 
had  iRt  n  applied,  to  no  purpose.  There 
wa.s  a  supi)rps»ion  of  the  menses  als«». 
HaumntenK  sis  followed.  By  atleution  to 
the  general  health  dbo  VBCovered,  and  is  in 
good  health  now  —  twenty  eight  years 
aAer !  There  was  a  desree  of  suppuration : 
liieenMjon  (ulceration)  of  the  otgan  gave 
rise  Ui  tlie  v(tmiting  of  blood."    (Dr.  O.'s 

tiathology  of  this  case  is  very  doubtful : 
>nt  cancer  of  the  momma  may  cicatrise, 
«ad  why  not  nloers  of  the  iloaMch^  8c« 
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Abererumbie  fur  cases  of  djsueptia  wbicb 
lesmbled  the  oi|;«>iic  BfTwllon,  Imtwefe 

cured  by  Ionics  and  purgatives. — E.  B.) 

(On  the  forooroin':T  ^i*it»>ry  of  dyspepsia} 
it  may  be  remarked  I iiai  (ircgory  is  defec* 
ikwe  in  generalization :  he  does  not  give  tfie 
*  various  patliolngical  fitnns  of  the  disease  — 
c.  g.  (ct)  one  form  is  seen  in  the  aged,  con- 
sisting  of  an  affection  of  theaeeement  and 
muscular  function,  with  pain:  it  often 
passes  into  orji^aTiic  disease,  {f>)  Another 
lorm  in  the  vuuug  i'emaie,  with  auamia 
and  amenonrboea, ,  pathol(»gicaUy  similar 
to  the  former:  a  spasmodic  disease,  (c)  A 
third  species  is  found  io  the  young  of  both 
•exes,  IWnn  inflammatory  or  congestive  ir- 
ritation of  the  mucous  tncmhrane — sjastri- 
tis  erythem.  chronic;  but  devoid  of  the 
ordinary  symptoms  which  characterize  in- 
flammation of  the  itomach.  Probably 
there  are  only  two  amitOfflico- pathological 
species:  1.  A  disorder  of  the  muscular 
or  eontraetile  ftmction  of  the  stomadi— a 
debile  or  iierAous  state.  2.  A  disorder  of 
the  mucous  coat  and  the  secenient  func- 
tion^a  spasmodic  and  congestive  state.— 
E.B.) 

Sbct.  iy.—Tlurmet§  mdthtg  Cmm» 

Sometimes,  indeed,  none  are  diseovered. 

(1.)  Strmg  drink. — Strnnc:  malt  liquors 
and  the  free  nse  of  ^ine,  or,  worst  of  ail, 
distilled  spirits,  in  whatever  quantity,  phn 
or  diluted,  ultimately  injure  the  stomach, 
and  will  Imve  a  bad  effect  on  the  oonstita- 
lion. 

I  inquire  of  m?  patients,  **  What  kind 
of  liquor  do  yon  drink  ?"  I  get  hundreds 
of  dyspeptic  patients  to  confess  that  they 
take  apirita ;  **  only  die  best  of  whiskey," 
is  the  rqply.  People,  on  taking  **  toddy," 
are  sick  and  InnRuld  the  next  day.  'the 
bad  eftect  of  the  poi.sonous  beverage  is  not 
felt  in  a  minute,  but  in  a  few  weeks. 
WatiT  onh  i  :  p n IV i(h;d  by  nature  :  all  its 
votaries  ilt»urii»ii !  i  nevergota  patient  by 
water*drinkin||f,  bnt  thonsands  oy  strong 
liijuors!  'File  Iiands  of  drunkards  hceome 
tremulous — they  f^et  dropsy  from  diseased 
liver.  Water  is  often  impregnated  with 
otiier  matters  which  afford  nourishment, 
by  infusion  and  decoction :  as  toast  water, 
water-gruel,  hce-gruel,  sage-tea  (which  is 
an  old  drink),  baney .water,  &e.  Ice. 

Water  is  also  in»i)rec:nated  by  fermentt 
tion.  Scotch  small  Wer  is  laxative,  but 
ale  and  porter  will  intoxicate  and  hurt 
tlie  stomach :  many  get  stoniach-com> 
plaints  by  it.  Snmll  hcvr  Vecjis  sailors 
from  the  scnny  j  but  it  is  uimcccssary  if 
you  get  fresh  vegetables.  Feimented  li- 
quors an  used  to  Counteract  the  bad  ef- 
fects of  animal  food. 

Obstinate  dyspep&ia  is  induced  by  the 
long  mid  ftee  use  of  wine:  it  is  not  gene- 
rally piire;  peopfe  mix  brandy  witn  it. 


6cti  Brandc's  account  of  tbo  alcohol  in 
winess  in  MadeimthcM  is  a  twenty. fifth! 
Strang  liquors  weaken  the  Stomach  vastly; 
drunkards  are  dysjwptic.     Pe<»plc  enjoy- 
good  hcaiib  without  wine ;  it  is  no  more 
neoeseaiy  to  a  Christian  than  to  a  Maho. 
nietan,  nor  to  a  man  than  a  hor>.c  '  All 
strong  liquors  are  nuuecessaiy;  when  taken 
luigely,  or  habitnally,  the  bad  eflbeta  are 
inevitably  perceived;  they  give  an  uane- 
ce8sary  stimulus  to  the  stomach,  but  a 
dram"  may  digest  a  heavy  dinner,  which, 
without  it,  could  not  be  dii^esled:  tbey 
will  pay  dear  for  the  benefit  if  the  pmctioe 
is  continued.   In  fermentation  there  is  in- 
testine motion;  ewetling  nad  sovnucas  sure 
pHxIiued;  air  is  extricated— it  wnnldboxvi 
a  bottle. 

(2.)  UnwhoUinme  Meals. — Fat,  regctahlc 
oil,  or  butter,  is  sometimes  abominably 
rank  (rancid,  putrid).  People  li\e,  hotv- 
ever,  where  they  can  get  nothing  but  train, 
oil  $  as  the  Bqoimanx-^  tribe  foiand  wto 
never  tnstt  d  the  prodoetion  of  tliecaftli: 
ftstonihhiug ! 

The  use  of  very  ikt  oily  food  occasions 
an  overflow  of  bile :  butter  and  nastry  are 
the  worst  things  known  (for  the  dyspeptic). 
Abstinence  from  such  is  highly  necessary. 
An  old  connexion  was  observed  between 
roast  beef  and  inflammation  of  the  lirer: 
rich  animal  food  oecauons  a  vitiated  sc. 
eretion  of  tfie  bik.  Oily  mattars  bring  on 
indigestion :  what  is  taken  in  grows  sour  ; 
the  patients  will  spit  monthfnis  of  oily 
matter;  the  oily  part  of  the  aliment  re- 
maining undigested,  it  makes  the  diges. 
tion  of  other  matters  imperfect  and  slow. 
Putrid  animal  food  (as  game)  occaaioDs 
dys|)ep8la. 

Eating  salmon  would  bring  on  spasmo. 
die  asthma  Arom  the  indigestion^  in  a  cer- 
tain case. 

Haw  acescent  vegetables — sallad,  ra. 
dishes — are  bad  :  tlipy  dissolve  slowly  in 
the  stomach.  Many  eat  the  lettuce  when 
weU  boiled,  bnt  if  raw  it  is  bad.  Some 
cannot  takt:  ripe  fruits ;  which  are  the  only 
article  I  allow  the  dyspeptic  without  a  pro. 
cess  of  cooking. 

if  Dimtrmm  on  DtsMaetw— Farinaeeoos 
matters,  rice,  hnrl<  v,  oats,  afford  mnch 
nutriment.  Saccharine  matter  is  obtained 
from  vegetables,  their  nutrient  roots  and 
Ir  ivrv,  and  from  fruits  which  an-  the 
lightc:>t  and  least  nourishing  substance: 
the  date,  fig,  and  grape,  are  articles  of  food. 
The  expressed  oils  of  vegetables,batier,and 
oil  of  oHre«,  which  is  used  in  warm  cli- 
mates, atford  much  nourishmoit.  Mecca, 
roni  is  the  paste  of  floar  and  water;  it  is 
softened  hy  coetion  in  ^vati  r.  Various 
roots  are  used:  the  farinacea-dd^bage  is 
said  to  be  strong  food,  not  easy  of  di|es. 
tion ;  cauliflower  andbroccoli  are  nQurish* 
ing.  /Upe  fruits  contain  lacchaiine  mat- 
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trr:  they  fonii  a  spare  and  cnnlinc;  diet. 
Ail  are  iutcodcd  for  the  nourishmeat  of 
inankind. 

N<t  mineral  substance  mffords  nnnriflb. 

inent  Sea-salt  is  a  condiment— it  pro- 
motes digestion.  The  teee  use  of  acids 
will  disnrder  the  stomach ;  batrlncgar  and 

aromatic  Milphorio  add  were  tiiought  to 

Streriijthcri  it. 

Animal  substances  arc  more  nourisliing 
than  vegetable  :  a  smaller  Quantity  of 
such  than  «>f  otlit  r  food  will  supply  the 
waste  of  the  body.  In  makinfj^  soup,  what 
remains  affords  no  nonrishment :  greater 
nourishment  is  g^t  from  solid  animal  flesh. 
Some  people  live  on  animnl  food  alone,  in 
the  rancid,  putrid  state  (as  tlie  Esquimaux); 
others  live  only  on  vegetables,  as  the  Hin- 
doos— some  of  whom  will  not  eat  even 
fish— using  merely  a  (luantity  of  aromatics 
as  a  kind  of  l>utterj  and  tliey  who  use  a 
Binall  qaantity  of  animal  food  with  their 

Tice  nrc  !i<»t  strf>nu;('r  fir  lari^rr  thnn  the 
Others.  Animal  food  aloue  is  too  great  a 
stimulos  to  the  stomach,  as  is  too  great  a 
•jtiantity  of  distilled  spirits.  Nature  in- 
tended m  to  live  on  both  animal  and  ve 

Sfctable  food ;  a  proper  mixture  of  such 
bod  b  to  be  made. 


CASE  OF  CYANOSIS; 

WITH  AN   ACCOUNT  OF    THE  MORBID 
APPEARANCES. 


To  ike  Editor     tkf  Modical  GageUe, 

Sir, 

Should  y  ou  deem  the  foUowiuff  notes 
of  a  case  of  cyanosis  ofanffieient  interest 
for  the  pages  of  ^our  journal,  you  will 
oblij?c  ino  hv  th.  ?r  insertion. 

ihe  subject  ol  this  disease  was  John 
Thomas,  of  Walcote,  Lei<testcrshire, 
aiH  nearly  4  years.  T  bad  been  in  the 
hal>n  nf  ^vriug  this  ehild  occasionally 
froni  Jus  birth:  he  apncared  as  healthy 
as  usual  till  towards  the  end  of  tlie  fWk 
year,  when  bis  lips,  fingers  and  toes, 
were  obeetred  to  acquire  a  blue  colour; 

nppetitc  w;r^  j-iiorally  pood;  and, 
with  the  exception  ol  those' blue  parts  of 
the  surface,  he  remained  tolembly  well 
for  6  or  8  months  longer.  About  this 
time  his  breathing-  began  Co  be  aflected, 
with  orrnv^ioTiaJ  paroxysms  of  dysp- 
noea; and  ihc  blucness,  which  Vas 
increased  during  these  paroxysms,  be- 
came more  diflnsed  over  the  body.  He 
was  never  eompetent  to  any  exertion 
300.— XII. 


common  to  children  of  his  own  affe» 
.'hh!  if  hr  wjilk-  d  ,!  l\'\v  yards,  he  waA 
obliged  to  rest  iiuusclf  on  his  hands  and 
knees — a  position  which  he  usually  had 
recourse  to  for  relief,  and  in  which  he 
had  for  a  Ion*,'-  time  been  accustomed  to 
slee]);  and  if  occasionally  ho  tfot  upon 
his  side  whileslcepinjf.he  quicl%ly  awoke, 
and  returned  to  this  attitude.  In  the 
spring  of  the  present  year  he  had  the 
hoopinpf-cono-h,  which  of  course  mate- 
rially ag-«i:ra\ a  ted  all  ]jis  symptoms.  Imt 
on  tLc  whole  it  passed  otV  fa^ouraldv . 
He  continued  in  this  state,  with  little 
variation,  till  five  weeks  ago,  when  the 
blueness  acquired  i  more  fixed  and 
leaden  hue:  at  this  time  he  became  suh- 
j(  et  to  more  violent  attacks  of  dyspntea, 
attended  at  intervala  with  slight  eon- 
vulsiye  movements  and  syncope:  these 

1)aroxvsms  recnrred  fir  ,rTriitly  during 
loth  day  and  uight,  and  as  conscious, 
nesa  returned,  he  went  for  relief  to  his 
usual  position  upon  his  hands  and  knees, 
or  to  he  upon  his  face  across  his  mother's 
lap:  he  likewise  was  in  the  habit  at 
such  times  of  drinking  cold  water,  which 
he  did  freely,  and  it  appeared  to  afford 
him  some  relief.  I  gave  him  likewise 
the  f^dlnwingf  mixture,  whicli  seemed 
also  lor  a  time  to  relieve  the  most  dis. 
tressing  symptoms : — 

H  Sulph.  Quinin.  gr.iij..  Acid.  Sulph. 
Dflnt.  3s8.;  Infus.  Rosjp,  ?iij.;  Syr. 
Mori,  3ij.  ft.  mist.  Cap.  eocbl.  ij, 
min.  ter  in  die.  *^ 

On  Monday  moniing,  Aug.  12,  aft4r 
a  fit  of  the  above  description,  he  sud- 
denly expired.  ^ 

Dissection^  26  hours  after  death. — 
The  corpse  was  somewhat  taller  tlian 
usual  for  a  child  of  four  years,  and  Teir 
thin,  hut  prcsente<l  exteniallv  nothing 
more  than  common,  excf'i>t  tfie  leaden- 
coloured  fiiigers,  &C.  There  was  very 
little  fat,  andthe  muscles  were  small,  but 
'  f  the  usual  colour.  On  opening  the  tho- 
rax, we  found  the  lungs  collapsed  and 
of  a  dark  colour;  the  vessels  of  the 
pleura  were  strongly  iiyected  with  dark- 
coloured  blood;  the  pericardium  con. 
tained  about  an  ounce  of  fluid ;  the  heart 
was  of  a  dark  colour,  with  its  apex  ron- 
siderably  rounded,  and  the  ri^rht  auricle 
enlarged  and  distended,  lu  CUttiUflT 
through  the  ressels,  to  remove  the  heart 
and  lungs,  tu  nrly  a  quart  of  fluid  purple 
blood  escaped  from  tlj.-  v.mmmis  ^v-.!.  m, 
which  was  evdyuiicrc  >cry  niuch 
gorged.  An  opening  waH  now  made  into 
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the  right  auricle,  and  here  the  fossa 
ovalis  presented  im  opcniug'  to  our  view  ; 
but  on  the  probe  being  passed  behind  a 
▼ftlviilar  Iblo  of  tnembrmne.  wblcb  partly 
covered  the  fossa,  it  readily  foand  ittt 
Waj  into  thr  left  auricle.  The  left  auricle 
was  now  opened,  and  appeared  of  its 
natural  size,  and  the  lemains  of  the  fonu 
men  ovale  presented  a  fold  of  membrane 
similar  to  the  one  in  Tin-  rig-ht  auricle, 
so  as  completelj  to  .sliui  up  tlie  commu- 
nication between  the  auricles  :  tbii» 
opening  was  lar^e  enoui^h  to  admit  a 
^  ery  small  quill.  The  aorta  was  CODSt- 
derablj  l.irpfer  than  its  full  size;  the 
ductus  arteriosus  was  completely  obli- 
terated; ibe  pulmonaiy  artery  was  eon- 
tracted  to  the  size  of  a  ioficey's  quill : 
on  slittin^r  it  "p,  the  Remilininr  valves 
were  found  healthy ;  the  contraction  of 
the  orifice  was  situated  immediately 
beneath  them.  Here  also  were  observed 
some  {granulations,  which  appeared  to 
us  to  be  assistin^v-  in  ohlitpratinjf  the 
pulmonary  artery:  the  parietes  of  the 
right  Tentride  were  as  much  as  three- 
iiarters  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  and 
rm;  fhr  muscul:ir  fibres  were  more 
condensed  than  those  oi  the  leil,  and  its 
cavity  much  diminished;  the  columns 
canienp  nale ;  the  lining  membrane  and 
tricuspid  valves  natural ;  the  walls  and 
cavity  of  the  left  vrritricle  were  also 
natural.  The  finger  passed  freely  from 
this  cavity  into  the  aorta,  and  on  jiassing 
the  finger  of  the  other  hand  into  the 
rig"ht  vent riclp,  an  opening  was  found  in 
the  septum  vcntriculorum,  at  the  base  of 
the  heart,  the  size  of  a  sixpence,  where  it 
came  in  contact  with  the  finger  already 
passed  infn  thn  nnrtn  frotii  the  left  \n\- 
tricle,  and  on  openuipf  the  ventricie  ra- 
ther more  freely,  the  commimication  was 
seen  between  tho  ventricles  at  the  origin 
of  the  aorta.  There  was  no  appearsnce 
of  disease  in  the  aorta,  its  lininuf  mem- 
brane, or  valves:  the  pulmonary  veins 
were^  rather  smaller  than  natural.  On 
opening  the  abdominal  cavity,  the  Itver 
was  seen  of.ilnryfc  size, extending  from 
the  right  into  the  left  hypochondriac 
region,  and  of  a  dark  purple  colour ;  the 
l([ul-bladder  contained  amoderste^pMn- 
tity  of  well -coloured  bile;  the  stomach 
was  very  much  rontracted  and  pale;  the 
spleen  was  much  larger  than  natural, 
mmI  of  a  dark  blue  colour;  the  kidneys 
also  were  congested  widi  venous  blood, 
die  emulgcnt  veins  heinq-  di^tf^ndrH. 
The  mesenteric  glands  were  enlarged, 
as  likewise  were  the  glaudulte  Peyeri. 


I  much  regT'ct  that  we  were  not  permitted 
to  remove  this  very  interesting  mal-> 
formation. — I  am,  sir, 

Your's  obediently, 
Robert  SpacKHAif,  li.iUC.$. 

L•ICcrwdffa^  AvgwtM,  IM 
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To  th»  Bdiior  of  the  Mtdic^  OmzetU. 

Sir, 

The  observations  of  Dr.  Ellin,  of  Ne^. 
ark,  on  the  eases  of  eiysipelas  wfaidi 
you  did  me  the  favour  to  nnblish  in 

your  No.  of  July  20,  have  only  met  ni  j 
ere  within  the  last  day  or  two,  o«  'u\£r  to 
my  absence  from  home.  I>r.  Ellin 
f^aks  of  my  premises,"  lacnbm- 
tions,"  and  of  being  "  so  blindly  wed- 
ded." These,  sir,  are  certainly  not  very 
gentle  terms,  if  called  for,  or  appro- 
priate. What  premises**  (sififniN  in^ 
propositions  antecedently  pfoved)  I  liave 
ventured  upon,  I  thhik  \  our  re  tffr  r--  will 
be  at  a  loss  to  discover,  as  well  as  my-. 
self ;  and  so  also  with  respect  to  *'  lucu- 
brations,"—for,  according  to  Dr.  £llin*s 
own  shewinf^,  my  report  was  only  looked 
upon  by  him  (as  intended  h\  njc),  in  the 
light  of  "  a  brief  statement  of  facts," 
wttich  same  statement,  be  tells  ns,  has 
elicited  his  remarics.  And  as  to  my  be- 
ing  "  blindly  wedded,"  this,  I  humbly 
conceive,  must  also  be  altogether  a  matter 
of  opinion.  When  a  man  has  this  accusa- 
tion laid  at  hb  door,  for  merely  record - 
iniX  simple  and  undisguised  Tu  ts  cotniiiir 
uTuti  r  his  own  obsen  ation,  and  stating- 
tliai  ihey  are  satisfactory  to  hist  own 
mind,  surely  Dr.  Ellin,  on  consideratioti, 
cannot  but  see  the  inappUeability  of  bis 
lanofuan-p.  Hnd  T  ifonif  ovor,  nnd,  thniTirh 
deiealed,  peruuaciousl^'  and  uusubstau- 
tially  resisted  aigument  after  argument 
with  Dr.  Ellin,  or  any  other  person — or 
had  the  faetjs  of  my  paper  been  brong-lit 
to  bear  upon  tiie  opposite  side,  and  to 
my  own  conviction — then  perhaps,  but 
not  till  then,  should  I  be  justly  deemed 
"  blindly  wedded"  to  certain  doctrines. 

Bnt,  sir,  let  me  turn  to  the  nifirrow  of 
Dr.  Ellin's  criticisms,  which  I  will  di^ii. 
patch  in  a  very  few  words.  He  savs, 
tliat  "  had  any  of  the  friemd$  of  the 
Parfitt  family  had  the  di^ensr,  ihf  rt  )}e 
would  have  been  convinced  that  there 
are  instances  so   palpable,   of  cry. 
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sipelas  h^ing  coiuiuuiiicated  from  one 
penon  to  tnotber,  and  that  tbia  one  frndt 
would  Iiavt'  heeii  worth  a  thousand  spe- 
culations.'^ Althoii^'-h  I  am  misquoted 
here  hy  Dr.  Ellin,  I  shall  do  no  more 
than  allude  to  tlie  circumstance.  Now 
probably  (Imt  I  write  hesitatingly,  aince 
the  DocUjr's  appetite  evidently  does  not 
soon  arrive  at  saii»'ty)  Dr.  KIlin  will  be 
satisfied  with  the  sciVsiime  brief  state- 
ment/* with  which  he  hta  exvrened 
himself  so  acutely  dissatisfied,  if  nc  will 
but  takr*  the  trouble  to  relet  to  the  last 
paragraph  of  the  oft^mentioned  state- 
ment. This,  however,  I  will  here  quote, 
with  your  permLssioti,  in  joatice  to  m^'- 
seir,  and  likewise  to  prove  to  Dr.  Ellin 
that  he  mi<r}it  have  bestowed  a  little 
more  atteuiion  on  the  contents  of  the 
produetion  upon  which  he  haa  thought 
tit  to  display  his  critical  skill.  My 
words  are,  "  One  person  only,  rc.siiditicr 
in  another  house  in  the  village,  hiu>  had 
Che  disease,  and  that  was  the  annt  of  the 
above  persons.  She  was  taken  ill  aAer 
Mo>»  9^  and  had  sat  up  two  or  three  nights 


widi  No  1,  and  had  likewise  been  much 
with  him  by  day."  After  this,  I  ima. 
gine  the  question  is  at  rest  hetween  Dr. 
Ellin  and  myself;  and  tficrc  can  be  no 
necessity  for  my  contesiinsf  with  him 
the  ground  he  has  trod  upon,  of"  ende- 
mic disease,"  "  agues,"  "  tropical  sons,*' 
&c,— I  beg  to  remain,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  BUEY. 

i-'aruUam,  August  24,  1833. 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 
Sis, 

T  SHALL  now  proceed  to  shew  the  me- 
thod which  I  have  used  in  fractures  of 
the  tihia  and  fibnla.  The  following 
sketch  of  an  apparatus  re)  i  r  ents  a  plan 
for  suspending  RBCtures  below  the  knee ; 

Fio.  1. 


Fig.  2. 

Fiff.  1   represents  on  apparatus  for      Fio.  2  repieients  the  appUcatioa  of  the 
suspending  Cmctiues  of  the  tibia  and  above, 
fibula. 
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and  if  properly  a] •  plied,  the  patieiit  is 
enabled  to  move  in  any  direction.  After 
rt  diirintr  the  fmrtnro,  the  usual  splints 
for  the  le«4  arc  ajiplied  ;  the  limb  i&  tbeu 
placed  oil  a  )»ilIow,  or  pad,  over  the 
plain  of  the  apparatus,  and  secured 
tbereun  by  meatis  <.(*  a  hmad  strap  (c) ; 
and  the  posterior  part  of  ihc  apparatus* 
is  secured  to  the  ihij^li  and  the  pelvis 
by  two  straps,  one  round  the  thigh  (a) 
and  tbe  other  (b)  round  the  pelvis.  The 
apparatus  is  suspended  by  two  ropes  \a 
any  thinsr  which  may  oe  contrived  at 
the  top  of  the  bed,  or  over  a  concb.  An 
air  piUow  placed  iniiler  the  nates  tends 
much  to  the  patitnl'.^  comfort. 

The  principle  is  due  to  Mr.  Moycr,  a 
Gtrmau  surgeon;  who  not  only  sus- 
pends fractures  below  the  knee,  hut  also 
fcacturesof  the  thigh.    His  plan  (which 
mav  I'l-  sr»M!  by  referring  to  his  work, 
publihiied   about  seven  years  ago)  I 
thinli  not  sufficiently  applicable;  nei. 
ther  is  the  motion  of  the  swing  so  ex- 
tensive as  in  the  above.    T  have  at  this 
lime  a  patient,  an  adult,  with  a  com- 
pound! fracture  of  the  tibia  (which  hap- 
pened July  28th)  on  the  apparatus,  who 
has  rxjicrirnccd  oiilv  a  very  slij^ht  catch 
of  the  limb  on  going  to  hleop ;  and  so 
trifling  is  the  inconveiiience,  tnat  he  has 
slept  seven  hours  at  a  time,  and,  as  a 
natter  of  course,  the  system  suffers  so 
much  Ip'^'*  fronj  local  and  general  irrita- 
tion— a  point  ol  no  small  importance  in 
the  treatment  of  firaelures.  In  eoiielo- 
ston,  allow  me,  Mr.  Editor,  to  offer  yoll 
my  thnTik'*^  for  inserting  tliesc  papers  m 
voiir  valuable  jonrual ;  all  I  claim  is  the 
iiumble  merit  of  endeavouring  to  alle- 
viate nain  by  giving*  &  faithful  de^rip- 
tion  of  those  means  wliich  I  have  found 
effective  in  producing  quietude  in  frac- 
tures of  the  extremities. 

1  remain,  sir. 
Yours  most  respectfully, 

JoBM  Grantham. 

August  9,  1833. 

SupplemenUU  Note* 
Sir, — ^In  corroboration  of  the  utility  of 
suspending  fractures  of  the  tibia,  I  beg  to 
state  that  the  wound  of  the  pati<Mit  to 
whom  I  referred,  when  I  forwarded  luv 
last  sketch,  healed  up  on  the  twentleUi 
day.  Ossific  union  is  now  nearly  com- 
ph'ted  ;  this  1  u  iiiu  t he  twenty-ninth  day 
from  the  time  of  the  accident. 

J.  G. 
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To  ike  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 
Sin, 

In  the  No.  of  the  Medical  Gazette  for 
the  8th  of  last  June,  I  have  accidental!  v 
observed  a  letter  which  should  uot,  1 
think,  be  soffend  to  pass  wilfaoiit  no- 
tice ;  but  as  ndne  a|»pears  to  have  been 
l)c*itowcd   upon  it  in  the  vubsioqu*-fit 

1)a;^os  of  your  journal, you  w  iii  not,  per- 
haps, object  to  insert  the  foDofrinif  le- 
marks. 

The  letter  to  which  I  allude  is  from 
ISfr  Brown,  of  Musselburgh,  formerly 
an  active  supporter  of  tlic  practice  of 
vaccination,  out  now  an  open  and  velie- 
ment  opposer  of  it.  The  writer  of  the 
letter  tfjt,<Mw*'<  that  "  the  vaccine  fl!<f*<>- 
very  stands  distiuclly  convicted  of  bein^ 
an  uncertain,  feeble,  and  teuiporaxy  aa* 
tidote,  against  the  influence  of  variolous 
contagion  the  proof  of  n  hiolt  asser- 
tion he  declares  to  be  too  notorious  even 
to  require  stating. 

I  will  not  stop  to  notice  the  inemisis- 
tency  of  this  writer  in  liazarding  such 
brond  a^j-^ertions  respecting  vaccination, 
whilst  he  admits,  at  the  same  time,  that 
<*  a  great  aetmty  of  variolous  eonUgion 
is  required  to  produce  any  effect  upon 
the  system,"  which  is  protected  by  vac- 
cination, even  after  the  lapse  of  tea 
years,  the  period  to  which  he  elsewhere 
affirms  that  the  protecting' influenee  of 
vaccination  is  confjned. 

Neither  shall  1  nttnnpt  to  answer  tlie 
inconclusive  arguments  urged  against 
the  pra«dee  of  re-aMctnalioii,  as  tf  Ibis 
expedient  must  necessarily  fail,  even 
when  the  ■-vstem  i<  open  to  an  attack  of 
smnll-pox ;  although  1  should  consider 
it  far  more  probabU  that  when  re-vacci- 
nation  fails— that  is,  as  longr  the  vac- 
cine disease  protects  the  system  airninst 
a  repetition  of  its  own  action,  so  long  it 
should  also  protect  it  in  some  degree 
against  the  variolous  infection. 

But  what  I  chiefly  wisli  t«)  notice  is, 
the  unfairness  of  which  the  writi^r  has, 
unintentionally  perhaps,  been  guilty. 
He  calls  loudly  Tor  inquiry  respecting 
the  efficacy  of*^  vaccination ;  he  urges 
the  Government  to  undertake  it ;  and 
accuses  the  National  Vaccine  Board, 
without  reserve,  of  a  neglect  of  duty. 
Nowysince  an  inouiry  has  been  instituted 
by  Pariiament  into  the  expediency  of 
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Continiiiiij^-  the  Vju-cinc  tiuurd,  which 
inquiry  involves,  ul' course,  the  question 
of  the  efflcacj  of  Taccmatioii,  it  would 
only  have  heen  fair  to  have  awaited  the 
result  of  that  iuqtiirv.     How,  if  it 
should  turn  out  that  vaccination  has 
been  undeservedly  decried  —  that  the 
Vaccine  Boaod  bas  been  uniusUy  ac- 
cused— ihat,  according"  to  the  best  uilor- 
iiiation  which  has  heen  obtaiTicd  iti  I^n- 
don,  tlie  number  of  cases  in  which  vac* 
cinatioii,  properly  performed,  bas  (ailed 
to  protect  the  system  irom  sobiequent 
$niall-]mx  has  bern  small  compared  with 
what  it  lias  appeared  to  be,  from  inchid- 
ing*  ca^es  ul  imperfect  vacciiialiou « 
that  tbe  proportioii  of  fatal  eases  after 
vaccination,  anyhow    performed,  has 
been  inconsideral>1e  —  and  that  abso- 
lutely not  a  single  lat%l  case  has  been 
discovered  after  Tacciuadon  aaoertained 
to  have  been  legfularly  performed  by 
nny  of  tbe  vaccinators  of  the  National 
luiititution — il'  these  ihiug^s  shonM  ap- 
pear, would  it  not  have  been  mauitestly 
imlair  to  bare  tbmwn  out  prematare  in- 
ainuations  a<faiiist  a  Board  which  has 
performed  its  duties  faithfully?  Would 
It  not  have  been  inexcusable  to  have 
harrowed  the  feelings  of  those  who  de- 
pend upon  vaccination  for  their  own 
safety,  or  for  that  of  their  friends  or  of 
their  children,  with  rash  and  unfounded 
assertions  respecting  tbe  insecurity  of 
their  dependenee  ? 

And  here  I  must  obsenre,  bow  contra- 
dictory are  tbe  arpfuments  urj^ed  a^-ainst 
the  continuance  of  the  V'uceiiie  Board. 
By  one  party  it  is  contended  that  yacci- 
nation  is  so  nnirenally  esteemed,  and 
the  practice  of  it  so  jpenmlly  esta- 
blished, that  the  conUnuance  of  the 
Board  is  entirely  useless.  By  the  other 
party,  that  Tacanation  is  worthless,  and 
that  therefore  tbe  Board  should  be  dis- 
continued.  Truly,  the  Vaccine  Board  is 
beholden  to  Mr.  Brown,  f<»r  shewing- 
bow  exactly  the  arg^uuients  ut  oue  class 
of  its  opponents  neutralise  those  of  the 
other,  so  that  tbe  expediency  of  its  con- 
tiniianee  mns\  be  allowed  to  remain  nn- 
aflected  by  either. 

I  uiu,  sir. 
Your  dl»edient  servant. 

Medicos. 

LoodoB^  Aofost  14,  1888. 


ANALYSES  amd  NOTlC£Sor  BOOKS. 


I/Auteur  sr  (ae  a  allnngcr  cc  tv'  -  le  lectCUT  stt 
tue  a  abr^ger."— leALKMBKiiT. 


Annates   d*Hygiine    Publique   et  de 

MMecine  fjffale.  Tome  ffl.rieme. 
Premiere  Partie.    Juilfti  ih3.3. 

Among  the  interesting'  p.ajjers  in  the 
])resent  number  we  will  ^larticularly  din- 
ting^uish  one  by  the  eminent  statistical 
writer  of  Brussels. 

AT.  €huidet  on  liU  Weight     Mun  at 
different  AgeM, 

The  facts  in  this  paper  are  curious 
and  valuable,  both  with  respect  to  phy- 
siology and  forensic  medicine.  All  the 
researches  hitherto  made  on  the  sub- 
ject have  had  reference  to  the  period  of 
birth,  or  to  the  epoch  of  conijilete  deve- 
lopment; little  has  IteeTi  done  for  tlie 
intermediate  ages.  But  the  j^reat  im- 
portance of  the  inquiry  relative  to  the 
progressive  development  of  man,  is  evi. 
driit  from  the  ]>n>bl»'!n,  which  is  often 
proposed  to  the  niedieai  jurist— to  state 
the  age  of  an  individual  from  au  ex> 
amination  of  his  physical  properties. 
An  opinion  may  be  hazarded  by  an  in- 
spector, and  his  report  may  be  reeeived  ; 
but  uukss  he  have  taken  into  account 
the.statm  and  weight  of  Ae  individual, 
as  well  as  oeitain  other  ncenliarities  ca- 
pable of  measurement,  bis  opinirni  is  a 
mere  dietom — va<:(ue,  and  destitute  of 
any  solid  sunport.  The  height  of  man 
has  been  treqnentlj  examined:  the 
weiffht  it  has  remained  for  M.  Quetdet 
to  inquire  into,  with  all  that  ex'actnesa 
uf  which  the  subject  is  susceptible. 

As  to  new-born  infants,  irom  obser- 
vations made  on  63  males  and  66 
males,  in  tbe  Matemite  dc  Saint  Pierre, 
it  appears  that  the  mean  weight  of  the 
former  was  3  20  kilogrammes  k{'53611».), 
while  the  lengtli,  by  Chanssiei's  meco- 
meter,  was  0-496  metres  (1  foot,  6  inches, 
3  lines);  and  of  the  females,  the  mean 
weight  was  2  91  kilo^r.  (5-923lbs.),  tbe 
k/i^th  0  483  metres  (I  foot,  5  iucbei*, 
10  Tines).  Wlienee  it  is  inferred  that  at 
birth  there  is  an  inequality  in  the  weight 
and  size  of  the  two  sexes— the  malea 
having  the  advantage  in  hotii. 

Chaussier  seems  to  have  been  the  first 
who  remarked  that  the  infimt,  presently 
after  birth,  begins  to  hise  some  of  its 
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Height.   M.  Quetelet,  from  seven  series 

of  oDservatioiis,  exteiiding"  in  t  ach  case 
to  the  sercntfi  dfiv,  has  confinned  M. 
Chaubtiit^r's  remark,  ua<l  shews  that  the 
infant  does  not  begin  to  mw  perceptU 
bljr  till  after  the  first  week. 

M.  Qiu'telef  q\\v<.  a  table  of  the  cor- 
respouding  n  ci|^iit^  and  statures  at  the 
diflerent  ages.  We  ^xtnet  •  ieir  of 
them,  by  way  of  apecimen 


Agtt* 

Malts.  ' 

1  Fi-males. 

Height. 

Weight 

j  Height 

Weight 

k. 

Ml. 

k. 

At  Birth 

0-doo 

320 

0-490 

2  91 

1 

0698 

!>.lo 

0(5!  XI 

8-79 

3 

0-864 

1'2-17 

0-852 

n-79 

6 

I  an 

l7-2i 

1031 

1600 

10 

1-275 

24-52 

1-248 

23-52 

20 

60-06 

l-*;72 

52-28 

30 

1-684 

63  65 

1-579 

54-33 

40 

1*084 

63-67 

1-579 

.W'23 

50 

1-674 

63-16 

1-.536 

70 

1-633 

1-514 

61-dl 

III  ordrr  to  rrnder  these  results  still 
■more  striking,  the  author  has  delineat- 
ed, by  two  curves,  the  course  which 
the  weight  takes  in  ettber  sex:  the  or- 
dinatrs  of  the  curves  expressing  the 
weights,  and  th<*  f\l»scis*ios  thf  ages.  It 
istbusseen  ata  fiance,  tliat at an^ given 

Snodtheman  is  generally  hesTierdisn 
e  woman.  About  the  age  of  twelve, 
however,  it  nnv  br  observed  that  the 
%\cigiii8  of  buth  bcxcs  are  generally 
equal.  Thiscircumstsnco must,of course, 
be  imputed  to  tlie  earlier  approach  IM 
puhrrty  in  flir  female. 

Some  ()1  Uic  other  conclusions  of  M. 
Quetelet  are  curious.  Man  attains  liis 
maximum  weight  about  the  age  of  40, 
and  begins  to  hjse  weijjfht  very  sensibly 
towards  00.  Woman  is  not  at  her  mr<  \i- 
roum  weight  till  towards  50.  Between 
18  and  40,  the  period  of  her  feeondity, 
she  does  not  acquire  any  veiy  peroeptt- 
ble  iTirnMse  of  u  fi'ijfht. 

Both  man  and  woman,  at  the  period 
of  their  complete  development,  weigh 
almoit  oxactrf  twenty  times  as  much  as 
they  did  at  birth.  Tneir  linVlit  at  the 
same  period  is  about  3^  times  what  it 
was  at  birth. 

In  their  old  age,  both  man  and  wo* 
man  have  lost  6  or  7  kilogrammes  of 
their  weight,  and  7  centimetfes  of  their 
height 


During  the  growth  of  both  sexes,  it 

may  be  stated  that  the  squares  of  tb« 
weipfhts  are  as  the  fi^  powen  of  the 

heights. 

After  the  deydopnwnt  is'oomplete  in 
both  sexes,  the  weights  are  very  ncarir 
as  the  sqiinrps  nf  tlif  ht  lijfhts :  ulit>nce 
it  may  be  mleried  that  the  increase  in 
the  height  is  greater  than  the  irau^vcrse 
increase  of  tlie  body,  comprehending 
both  it'^  breadth  and  depth. 

The  mean  weight  of  an  iudivi<lual, 
without  reference  to  sex  or  age,  is  44*7 
kilogrammes  (9l'3a61bs.) ;  or,  UT  sex  be 
taken  into  account, it  IS  47  kilogrammes 
(90  015  lbs.)  for  men,  and  42  6  Julo- 
gframmes  (86*831  lbs.)  for  women. 

According  to  the  observations  of  the 
late  M.  Tenon,  of  the  Institute,  [whicfc 
observations  are  given  by  way  <»f  sup. 
plenient  to  M.  Quetelet's  paper,]  ine 
Laplanders  and  the  Patagouiaas  pre. 
sent  the  two  extremes  of  man's  sutore. 
The  former  commonly  measure  from 
4  feet  to  4  feet  6  inches,  4  feet  3  heiiig 
their  mean  height,  and  their  women  are 
scarcely  less.  The  Patagonians  meiu 
sure  from  abont  6  feet  6  inches  to  6  feei 
^,  and  their  women  are  genenily  7  or 
8  inches  shorter. 

The  tallest  men  in  Europe,  M.  Teiioa 
thought,  were  in  Saxony.  But  headded, 
that  eliniate  or  locality  had  less  to  do 
with  the  stature  of  men  than  their  race 
or  variety.  Close  by  the  Saxons,  for 
example,  we  find  the  Stlesians,  who  are 
a  short  people ;  and  near  the  Fstago. 
ninns  are  the  Pecherais,  a  people  much 
inferior  in  height.  In  Savoy  also,  and 
particularly  abontZ.e  HmMte-Mmtrienmti^ 
extreme  varieties  have  been  noticed. 
Yet  it  can  smrci  ly  he  doubted  but  that 
the  climate,  the  nature  of  the  soil,  the 
sort  of  government,  tlie  stale  of  civi. 
lization,  and  the  comforts,  or  the  con- 
trary, of  each  people,  have  much  influ- 
ence in  determinm<*'  a  national  stature. 
This  position  has  been  strongly  urged 
by  M.  Villerme,  in  bis  Mwmmre  wmr  Im 
Taiile  tie  VHommei  and  very  interest, 
inply  ';tat(-d  by  W  !■'.  Kd wards,  in  his 
Caracieres  Phy$wlogiqu€s  det  Races. 

Su^^td  Pouoning  wUk  «  Minermi 

Acid. 

In  a  paper  by  MM.  Orfila  and  Bar- 
niel,  we  have  a  full  account  of  the  me- 
thods adopted  by  these  able  chemists  to 

exuniine  s<tnie  fluids  in  phials  and  in  a 
human  stoififieh,  ">n}>nii(ted  to  them  by 
the  Procure  Urdu  Koi:  and  although  the 
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coiiclufeiiuiis  arrived  at  are  oulv  duhi- 
tativesy  ihe  patience  and  skill  with 
which  the  examination  was  conducted 
are  highly  admirable.  There  had  been 
a  pn-viotis  examination  instituted  hy  two 
parties^,  one  of  which  was  fur  and  Uie 
other  affftinst  the  fact,  that  poisonins^ 
with  sulphuric  acid  had  been  effected. 
MM.  Orfila  and  Barmel  point  out  the 
inconsistencies  of  both  sides,  and  shew 
that  the  conclusions  of  eitlierparty  were 
iU-gfioimdedaBduiuiiataie.  Thej-,how. 
ever,  intimate  that  enottjg'h  bad  been 
ascertained  in  the  several  invcstig-ations 
to  warrant  further  proceedings  on  the 
part  of  tlie  authorities;  and  they  re- 
coninu  nd  that  the  moral  evidence  should 
bf  further  sifted,  and  that  probably  hj 
niich  r\  ronr%c  the  question  of  poisoniug 
could  be  satisfactorily  settled. 

The  papers  of  M.  Huzard,  on  the  sale 
of  the  fl«'sh  of  diseased  cattle,  and  of 
M.  Parent  Ducbatelet,  on  the  incon- 
veniencies  of  a  carpet-beating  esta- 
blidmeot  in  a  populous  neMboorbood, 
were  eiven  in  our  pages  Hist  week,  in 
a  eon<1ensed  form.  There  are  also  some 
other  valuable  articles  in  the  No. — such 
at  M.  Lombaid  on  tbe  Inflnence  of  tbe 
Seasons  on  Mortality  at  different  Ages, 
and  MM.  D'Arcet,  Huzard,  S:c  nn  vcr- 
lain  new  Processes  for  Desi(  c  at  ini,^  Dead 
Horses  and  Disinlectiug-  1  a' tiii  Matter ; 
of  wbicb  we  shall  jnobabl^  take  another 
opportunity  of  giving  our  readen  an 
account. 


7%e  Cyclooadia  of  Praetieal  MetUeiw, 
Edited  oj  Drs.  Forbes,  Twbbdib, 
audCoNOLLY.  FkitXVII. 

While  our  continental  neighbours  are 

so  justly  proud  of  the  several  Diction- 
naires  of  Medicine  and  Surg-erv  which 
they  have  produced  and  are  producing, 
it  la  not  witbout  some  feeling  ofsolicitaoe 
that  we  note  tbe  progress  of  tbe  two 
Works  of  home  productifm  Mhifli  nre  in- 
tended to  supply  the  delicieucy  that 
has  hitherto  existed  in  our  medical  litc- 
rature,<— thatof  satisfiictory  and  compen- 
dious books  of  reference  for  the  use  of 
professional  men  enefai^rd  h\  fictivc 
practice.  This  want  has  been  long  felt, 
*  and  attempted  to  be  supplied  by  tbe  im^ 
nortation  of  Ibnagn  SDceedanea:  but 
nrsides  the  great  expense  of  works 
t>ron{;^ht  from  the  continent,  and  the 
niorc  or  less  imperfect  actjuaiolance 


with  the  doctrines,  and  even  frequently 
with Uie  lau^  u a ge,of  French  and  Uermau 
autboritie8,it  wasnutalwayseasy  to  amal- 
gamate native  with  foreign  experience, 
and  much  valuable  information  waslost — 
in  the  first  place  by  the  deference  which 
was  c^enerally,  perhaps  without  anj  suffi- 
cienflj  good  reason,  paid  to  continental 
wrif»'r*!,  and  thru  by  the  jjerj)Iexity  and 
confusion  into  whicli  practittoners  were 
often  thrown  by  cudeavouriug  to  recon- 
cile what  their  leisure  and  oppor,tunitieo 
ill  enabled  tliem  to  improve.  But  now 
that  the  British  jtractitioner  is  about  to 
be  furnished  with  articles  of  native 
produce,  we  majr  augur  tbe  most  fa- 
vourable results  mmi  tbe  impulse  which 
no  doubt  will  he  conitnunicated  by  the  fa- 
miliar use  of  manuals  in  which  confi- 
dence may  be  reposed. 

Of  the  l>ictioiucrjr  of  Dr.  Copland  we 
had  occasion  to  speak  in  high  terms  of 
praise  on  the  apyx^arauee  of  the  first 
part,  and  we  need  now  only  sa^  that  we 
strongly  participate  in  the  desire,  so  ge. 
aerally  felt,  that  the  publication  of  tbe 
remainder  may  not  be  much  longer  de- 
layed. The  CyclopfFdia  Isas  meantime 
gone  on  steadily,  and  with  an  lucrcas- 
mg  reputation:  it  now  draws  near  its 
completion ;  and  if  we  have  not  given 
continued  notices  of  its  several  mniuhly 
issues,  it  has  been  partly  owing  to  ih« 
jealousy  with  which  we  watched  the 
progre^  of  an  undertaking  wbicb  waa 
to  confer  evif  report  or  good  report  on 
our  medical  literature;  and  partly  hp- 
cause  we  were  half  resolveu  to  await 
tbe  appearance  of  tbe  work  in  its  com- 
pleted form,  in  order  to  take  a  general 
view  of  its  structure,  proportions,  mate- 
rials, and  workmanship.  Without,  how- 
ever, interfering  with  such  a  purpose,  we 
may  now  j  ust  auprizesudi  oi  our  readers . 
as  do  not  see  tne  CycUjMdm  regularly, 
that  the  present  Part  maintains  the  high 
character  earned  b^  the  preceding  ones. 
It  contains  the  articles  from  Pletwrm  to 
Pregnane}/  inclusive.  Dr.  Barlow  baa 
written  leaniedly and  ably  (»n  Plethora  : 
bis  division  of  his  subject  is  perspicuous  \ 
and  we  may  add  that  his  remarks  on 
BhodietHnff  bare  appeared  to  us  to  be 
extremely  judicious  and  practically  use- 
ful. We  particularly  refer  to  that  por- 
tion of  his  paper  in  which  he  cautions 
practitioners  against  bleeding  to  syncope 
and  eonvulsion,  inasmuch  aa  even  the 
most  ur^-cnt  symptoms,  that  seem  to  re- 
quire large  depletion,  may  be  remedied 
w  ithout  pushing  the  use  ot  the  lancet  to 
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the  cxteat  which  some  arc  accustomed 
to  do. 

PftBUNONiA,  hy  Dr.  WilliaiDs,  is  an 
elabomtc  aiii  -le:  we  extract  a  short 
case,  whif'h  hn  relates  in  noticingf  the 
termiuatioiis  of  yangrene  of  tlie  lungs : — 
**  An  interesting  case  of  this  kind  re- 
cently fell  under  the  oh»ervaticni  of  the 
writer,  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  Cliani- 
bers  and  Mr.  Jav,  and  was  watched  with 
g^reat  intert':>t  during  a  duubtful  period 
of  several  days :  inflammation  in  the 
second  state  affected  the  rig'ht  lung,  and 
siffns  of  fX'cavatinn  (coik  I tided  to  be 
gangrentius,  from  the  odour  of  the  ex. 
peetomtion)  were  heard  at  the  infeiior 
angle  of  the  scapula :  the  case  was 
greatly  aggraiatcd  by  tin'  siid  lrii  su- 
]ien'cntion  of  a  pleurisy  on  the  leli  side, 
excited  probably  by  the  irriuuiun  of 
gangrenous  matter  in  the  circulation. 
This  now  attack,  and  the  de))letions  ne- 
cessary to  subdnc  it,  j^Tf^-Ttly  increased 
the  danger:  but  the  powers  of  life  ulti- 
mately prevailed ;  the  expectoration  be- 
came less  fcptid,  more  purulent,  and 
abundant,  and  after  some  time  pTa<fnally 
ceased  under  the  influence  of  a  mineral 
acid:  the  cavity  progri  ssively  diminish- 
ing^ was  at  length  cicatrized,  and  the 
patient  in  tfim?  weeks  from  his  worst 
state  wa.s  (juiie  cunvalescetit." 

The  article  on  the  Signs  of  Preg- 
nancy, hy  Dr.  Montgomery,  is  liill  of 
curious  matter,  and  illustrated  with  both 
erudition  and  the  fruits  of  practical  rx- 
perieuce:  as  it  is  not,  however,  finished 
in  this  part,  we  ma^  perhaps  have^  an 
c»pportunity  of  notiemg  it  more  paitieu- 
larJjr  another  time. 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

Saturday,  Augu»$  31, 1833. 

*•  I^icet  omntbuM,  ilMt  etlftm  niM,  dlgnitatra 
AiUm  Medicm  tuerl ;  polrvtu  modo  vtnUodi  la 
publkcum  kit,  dicendl  perlculum  aoo  rtcoio*" 

Cicaso. 

ATTENTION  OF  PARLIAMENT  TO 
MEDICAL  POLITY. 

Since  we  Li'^f  .-Hhlressed  our  re;uleis,  the 
iirst  session  ol  the  Arst  rclbjruicU  parlia- 


ment has  been  brought  to  a  ciosc.  A 
memorable  session  it  has  beeu,  but  in  ii<» 
respect  more  so  than  in  the  proofs  whirli  it 
has  jfiven  that  the  weiian  of  our  profen- 
f^'ion  i.s  a  matter  iu  which  the  Icg-islaturc 
uow  takes  a  deep  interest.  I.<et  u.s  cun- 
siderfor  a  uiomcut  vUiat  it  has  duue  iu 
regard  to  medical  matters. 

In  the  fiist  place  a  select  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  oob- 
stitntaon  and  management  of  the  Na^ 
tional  Vaccine  EsttbUshment  Thia 
investigation  was  pursued  with  u  great 
d^ree  of  minuteness  and  diligence,  nad 
we  trust  it  will  ultimately  prove  of  ser- 
vice to  the  public;  although  we  must 
say  that  something  very  like  personal 
feeling  was  occasioualljr  displayed,  while 
the  pecuniary  saving  contemplated  can- 
not be  regarded  as  very  important. 

In  the  second  place  a  bill  was  brought 
in,  under  the  auspices  of  gt»vcniment, 
for  altering  and  anicndiii*^  th-^  well- 
known  Apothecaries' Act  of*  jSl.'j;  and 
although  there  liad  been  a  good  deal  of 
underhand  work  and  earwigging  of 
offici.il  persons,  and  though  the  st Icct 
coiiJiiiittee  to  whom  it  was  referre<l  ad- 
vised its  ahautioinnent  for  the  present 
session,  yet  enough  transpired  to  shew 
that  the  Act  iu  question  would  undergo 
revision  at  an  earlj  period.  We  have 
heard  that  at  the  Home  Offioe  it  waa 
remarked  that  no  bill  was  ever  brought 
in  which  excited  more  general  interest 
than  this.  Scotch,  English,  and  Iriah 
membcn^  were  all  stimulated  bj  their 
respective  eonstitaenla  to  bestir  them- 
selves  either  to  promote,  defer,  or  mo. 
diiy  it.  Petitions  were  sci.t  in  from  al« 
most  every  town  in  the  kingdom,  praj* 
ing  for  iuquiiy,  or  redress  of  grievances; 
•—in  almost  every  instance  discusaioa 
ensued,  and  our  representatives  became 
familiari/rd  with  the  wants  and  %*i>]ies 
of  the  III' (I  profession  thrnii^h.  tit  ihe 
differeut  j)ortions  of  theen)pire.  l.,;t^ilv, 
amotifUi  was  made  fur  an  address  to  iUv 
CroH  U,  to  grant  a  charter  to  the  Uuiver- 


Digitizca  by  Gu^.' . 


ATTItNTIOH  OF  PARLIAMENT  TO  MEDICAL  POLITY 


745 


s'liy  of  Loiiduii  (so  c.llled),  with  the  privi- 
lejfc  of  conferring  degrees  in  ph^'sic.  The 
motion  was  withdrawn ;  bnt  here  aijain 
evidence  wikH  afforded  that  the  govern- 
ment arc  prepared  to  inno\  ate  ;  and  al- 
tliou}j;"h  they  will  not  jjjfnint  a  monopoly 
for  the  benefit  of  the  sharehohlers  in 
Gower-street  .StlnM  l,  yet  the  prinrijilr 
of  some  eentral  body  in  London  h.i\iTi^ 
such  a  power  seems  to  be  felt,  aud  will 
probably  be  acted  upon. 

The  session  has  closed,  and  a  tempo- 
rary eaiin  will  succeed  ;  but  it  is  only 
the  retiring-  of  tlie  wa\  e  which,  when 
parliament  next  meets,  will  burst  upon 
us  with  renewed  force.  Most  sincerely 
do  wc  trust  that  these  "  siyns*  of  the 
times*'  will  not  he  lost  upon  our  old  me- 
dical corporatious.  They  must  Biuely 
see  that  ibe  days  arc  gone  by  when  tbej 
can  repose  in  security  of  an  old  char* 
ter,  or  place  their  own  diguilj  in  opposi^ 
tion  to  the  g^eneral  voice  of  the  pvofMsion. 
We  think  that  the  eyents  of  the  last  ses- 
sion of  parliament  may  teach  a  lesson  to 
them  all.  The  Unirerntj  of  Edin- 
burgh  osnnot  expect  to  enjoj  its  mono- 
poly of  grantii^  degrees  in  physic. 
The  Council  of  the  College  of  Sutgeons 
of  London  must  be  prepared  to  abandon 
its  system  of  self-eleetion.  The  Society 
of  Apothecaries  must  make  up  their 
mhids  to  sec  their  Mster  corporations 
participate  in  the  control  which  they 
now  almost  exclusively  possess  over 
medical  education  throughout  this  coun- 
try. The  Irish  Colleges  must  equally 
prepare  themselves  for  the  coming  storm ; 
indeed  we  know  that,  but  for  the  ex- 
pected general  inquiry,  son»e  of  the  gross 
and  most  impudent  clauses  in  the  In- 
firmnrics'  Bill  \\liich  has  lately  passed 
would  not  have  been  sanctioned. 

IJui  ]{  is  to  the  ('(dleire  of  Physicians 
of  I-ondoji  that  we  wis»h  now  more  espe- 
cially to  otTer  a  few  words  of  advice. 

The  Licentiates  ha>e  jirescntcd  a  jte- 
tition  to  parliament,  which  has  excited 
mucli  altcutiuu.    Couched  in  blrong  but 


respectful  langung-c,  it  claims  interfe- 
rence on  the  part  of  tlic  legislature,  as  a 
matter  of  justice  to  themselves,  and  of 
benefit  to  the  public.  Any  Committee  of 
inquiry  which  the  parliament  of  next  ses- 
sion may  appointto  examine  into  the  state 
of  the  medical  ])rofession  mtint  of  ne- 
cessity take  an  early  coiifnizance  of  tliis 
}>eiiiion.  It  complains  of  abuses  at  the 
very  fountaitj  of  medical  Imnours. 

Our  rcacb  rs  v\  ill  doutitl  liave  jx  r- 
ceived  that  the  Lieentiates~  peiiuon  em- 
braces a  double  object; — first, the  reform 
of  the  C(dlcge,  as  reifards  its  own  nn  la- 
hers  ;  aiul  secondly,  reform,  as  regards 
iti  relation  to  the  profession  generally. 
In  both  points  of  view  it  well  deserves 
attention. 

1.  The  petition  urges  the  necessity  of 
abandoDiugall  those  Bye-Laws  which  se- 
parate the  Licentiates  from  the  Fellows— 
of  abolishing  the  reiy  name  of  Lieenti- 
ate^-and  therehyof  reverting  tothe  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  original  charter.  It  is 
passing  strange  thus  to  see  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIII.  dbplaying  more  liberality 
than  that  of  William  lY.  and  an  eager 
desire  manilested  to  return  to  the  prori- 
sions  of  that  early  era.  We  should  like 
to  know  on  what  public  ground  the  Col- 
lege defend  their  obnoxious  Bye-Laws. 
Do  they  mean  to  say  that  the  licentiates 
are  aUtni  homin^i—permisn  in  the 
strict  sense  of  the  term,  not  constituting 
any  integral  portion  of  the  College,  but 
merely  permitted  to  practise  within  seven 
miles  of  London,  as  a  mark  of  special 
favour  ?  or  is  it  meant  to  say  that  tlie  Li- 
centiates are,  by  their  education,  or  other- 
wise, unfitted  for  the  duties  that  ordi- 
narily attach  to  the  g-overninp;"  body  of 
the  College;  that  they  are  excluded 
from  power  because  they  are  nn fitted  to 
exercise  it,  and  that  men  [)rivilegcd  to 
aspire  to,  and  in  many  instances  actually 
in  charsf**  of  public  ht>spilal8,  and  con- 
stilied  about  the  health  id'  the  sovereign 
aud  liis  household,  arc  yet  incompetent 
to  meet  the  other  mcmber»  iu  Pall  ^lail, 
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and  rejnilate  the  iuteriur  pr»>cet'tiiiigs  vf 
the  College  ? 

If  the  Fellows  ri  ly  ujkiu  tlic  former  of 
these  as  the  ground  of  their  defence 
against  the  allegTitions  of  the  Licentiates, 
■we  think  parliument  will  soon  set  that 
matter  to  rights;  if  on  tbe  latter,  iSke 
Toice  of  Hie  pnUic  wfll  prolitUj  lie  qaita 
suflkicat  to  effect  all  tbat  the  licentiatea 
ask,  80  far  as  thej  are  Individuallj  coa- 
eemed. 

BaCy  ieoondl^,  the  licentiates  aDege 
in  their  petitioD,  that  the  CoIlef|;e,  as  now 
oonstituteci,  (even  sopposiiigr  the  Licen- 
tiates  admitted  to  equal  privileges  with 
the  Fellows)  is  sdll  unfit  ted  for  the  due 
regulation  of  its  branch  of  tbe  medical 
profession,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances of  this  country.  They  see,  with 
all  the  rest  of  the  world,  the  Apotlieca- 
rics'  Company  loaded  hy  tlie  I/»'t,n-<la- 
tiire  M'ith  high  and  honourable  duties, 
and  llie  College  of  Physicians  left  utterl  y 
powerless.  They  see  how  materially  it 
would  conduce  to  the  general  interests 
of  the  Profession  tlnoughout  Eiii^land, 
if  the  present  absurd  restriction  of  Ujc 
control  of  the  College,  to  a  districts  ith- 
in  seven  miles  of  London,  was  done 
away  with;  and  tbe  jurisdiction  ex- 
tended to  erery  practising  physician 
throughout  England  and  Wales.  Why 
should  a  Scotch  Graduate  be  privileged, 
without  further  examination  or  inquiiy, 
to  practise  in  Liveipool  and  not  in  Lon- 
don ;  at  Bichmond,  but  not  at  Fulliam. 
The  thing  will  not  bear  inresdgataon — 
it  is  ridiculous. 

Again,  the  Licentiates  see  how  de- 
sirable it  is,  that  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians should  possess  a  control  orer  the 
medical  education  of  those  aspiring'  to 
prartiise  as  |diysicians ;  and  they  fore- 
see too,  doubtless,  the  absolute  necessity 
of  speedily  giving  to  some  authority  in 
1  ,uud<»ii  tbe  ])riv  ilegr  of  f»Tanliug  degrees 
in  IMivsic;  a  privilege  wbieb  mig^lit  no 
where  so  well  be  vested  as  in  tbe 
College  of  Physicians  —  reformed,  of 
councy  in  ils  constitution,  uniting  tbe 


interests  f)f  all  llie  pmr( i>liig  pliysir  i  ius 
of  England,  and  pro  filing  by  ail  ibe 
talent  which  is  att;unab]e. 

Do  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the 
College  of  Physicians  not  sec  these 
things?  Can  they  abut  tbeir  eyes  to  Lbe 
inevitable  OHueh  of  events ;  and  do  tkej 
not  pefedv«  Aai  even  suppoMog-  tlar 
dignity  of  Oxibrd  and  Cambridge  womM 
be  aonewhal  lowered  by  tbe  doner  ap- 
.  pimdmatioii  of  lk»  Gudnatcn  Ediis> 
buigh  and  Glaagpir,  tbej  w—M  W 
amply  recompensed  by  the  additigaal 
honoun-  and  the  higher  piivilegen  whidb 
a  reformed  College  might  boldly  nak, 
and  which  no  reformed  PirKamcot 
would  venture  to  deny  them  ?' 

These  are  tbe  reflections  which  a  care- 
ful pawal  of  the  lieeBfiintes'  petition 
has  impressed  upon  our  minds,  and 
heartily  glad  shall  we  be,  if.  by  thus 
putting  tbem  forth,  we  may  succeed  in 
convincing  the  College  of  the  necessity 
of  setting  about  the  great  w  ork  of  inter- 
nal refonu.  The  Bye-Laws  of  which  the 
Licentiates  so  loudly,  and  (  tlnnk  ><o 
ju?itly,  complain,  arc  nut  the  work  nl  iJic 
present  race  of  Fellows.  They  were 
framed  in  times  long  past,  by  men  bred 
in  different  habits ;  and  sure  we  are  tlmt 
the  present  men  woold  never  haw  oti- 
ginated  measures  the  obvious  effect  ami 
intention  of  which  are  to  exalt  them- 
selves at  the  expense  of  thdr  profemiooal 
brethren.  There  can  be  no  discredit, 
then,  but  there  can,  and  there  will  he^ 
much  honour,  in  revising  the  labonre  of 
their  predecessors,  and  adapting  Ciieir 
Bye-Lawa  to  the  circumstances  of  tbe 
times,  to  the  wants  of  the  profession  and 
to  the  changes  of  the  country.  Fervently 
do  we  trust  that  tbe  internal  reform  of 
the  College  w  ill  he  eflVcted  by  the  li- 
berality and  2ff>nd  scnsr  of  the  PVllows 
themselves,  and  ilmt  the  Licentiates  may 
not  have  to  kiUM  k  jiirain  at  the  door  of 
parliament  to  obtain  tin  ju^tire  vvbieh 
ougbl  to  be  frerly  gratiteti  thcui  by  their 
brelhreu  of  the  profession. 
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STATE  OF  CHOLERA  IN  THE 
METROPOLIS 

AccoRDiNO  to  tlie  infonnatioti  which  w« 
bav«  been  able  to  collect  fnm  authentic 
Sonrces,  the  niiinbcr  of  ra«ics  of  cholera 
during;'  the  week  just  concluded  is  rather 
less  than  occurred  during  that  whidi 
preceded  it,  tshouing'  the  disease  to  be 
slowly  on  the  decline ;  and  this  view  is 
furtlM-r  fdrrnboratrd  by  the  returns  in 
the  liili.s  of  Morlalitv,  the  number  of 
deaths  having  dropped  down  from  186, 
the  week  helore  last,  to  125  in  the  last 
week.  Varlnris  circumstances  have  con- 
curred to  fjfive  rise  to  a  pfeneral  o])inion 
that  cholera  is  and  hdH  been  more  ure- 
▼aknt  than  we  beliere  t<k  be  the  fact. 
It  is  undeniable  that  to  judge  from  the 
limiibfT  (if  ymtif  iits  aflfcctcd  with  the 
tli;>eai.o,  who  have  been  attended  by  pri- 
vate practitioners,  we  should  be  war- 
raatedrin  declaring  the  malady  to  have 
brcn  considerably  more  rife  than  last 
season  ;  but  it  is  to  be  kept  in  mind  that 
this  depends  in  a  great  measure  upon 
the  discontinuance  of  the  cholera  hospi- 
tals, in  v%'hich  many  of  the  poorer  classes 
were  provided  for  on  its  first  irru|)tion ; 
and  also,  it  must  be  added,  upon  its  vi- 
sitations  having  been  more  frequently- 
extended  to  those  ranks  of  life  in  which 
the  assistance  of  the  medical  practitioner 
is  immediately  had  recourse  to. 


ST.  GEORGE'S  HOSPITAL. 

CLINICAL  Ri:  >I       Ks  on 

AWrofii  ^  the  Femur —  i  i  a  morrhage—Errfsipe- 
tM-'Abt€m  in  tht  Knee-Joint— AmpuMion^ 

Br  Me.  Oissia  Hawkins. 

Thk  subject  of  necrosis  is  at  all  times  a 
very  curious  and  interesting  one ;  but 
when  the  femor  is  the  situation  of  it,  this 
disease  becomes  exeecdingly  important 
and  dangerous,  and  present??  some  points 
of  surgical  interest  in  which  it  differs 
from  the  same  disetse  in  otfier  bones ;  and 
as  I  have  two  cas(  s  of  necrosis  of  the  femur 
at  present  under  my  care,  1  vvill  make 
them  the  medium  of  placing  a  few  obser- 
vations upon  the  snhject  before  you.  The 
bt  t< >rv  < if  Uiese  case*;  at  the  time  of  their 
atluassuui  is  as  follows: — 

1.  Fred«riek  WiUis,  at,  13,  admitted 
December  19,  1832.  One  moutb  before 
bi«»  admission  be  frll  down  and  slniek  his 
b  it  knee,  vvhitb  \^  as  folb»wed  by  a  gO<»d 
deal  of  pain,  with  general  swelling  of  the 
whole  thigh,  and  some  also  of  the  It  i;  and 
iooty  the  |MUA  bfx-oming  at  last  exceed- 


ingly severe,  and  being  accompanied  with 

mucii  fever.  'I'bi*  '^^v<•llin^?,  at  tbr  time  of 
admission,  was  cuutined  to  the  iowtr  half 
or  two.thirds  of  the  femar,  end  matter 
was  felt  under  the  vasti  muscles,  with 
nmrb  tenderfe«.<;  over  the  abscess,  and  a 
guud  deal  of  febrile  excitement,  but  with, 
out  any  redness  or  discoloration  of  the 
skin  eovering  it. 

2.  Jeremiid)  Chandler,  soL  21,  admitted 
November  21,  1893.  Three  years  and  a 
half  ago  he  felt  acute  pain  in  the  knee, 
whieb  enme  on  snddfTilv  while  he  ^vas  at 
workj  which  was  b>Uuvvcd  immediately  by 
much  swelling  and  fever.  He  was  eon- 
fined  to  bed  three  months,  and  was  not 
able  to  return  to  work  for  two  years.  The 
tliigh  was  poulticed,  and  hud  emetic  tartar 
ointment  applied  at  6nt;  but  an  abscess 
formed,  wlilch  in  two  months  burst  on  the 
inside,  and  cQntinue<l  to  discharge  till  the 
time  of  his  admission,  when  Acre  was  an 
opening  leadint^  down  to  dead  l>one,  which 
was  surrounded  h\  new  bone,  lie  did  n(tt 
sufler  locally  from  tlie  disease  when  ad- 
mitted, and  his  health  vras  good. 

The  history  <  f  [hcsc  two  cases,  then,  is 
that  of  acute  inllammation  of  the  bone 
and  periosteum,  ending  in  uecrons  of  the 
femur;  and  two  different  periods  of  the 
disease  are  presented  to  your  notice.  In 
one  case,  you  will  ubserre  that  the  disease 
arose  feom  an  injury  to  the  knee,  end  in 
the  other  it  took  phuc  spontaneously;  but 
in  wluitever  way  the  inllammation  oeeurs, 
whether  from  a  blow  or  from  cold,  or  with- 
out any  evident  cause,  its  course  is  nearly 
the  same,  \  n  the  same  kind  of  inflammation. 

But,  in  rcitUty,  acute  iulianimatiua  of 
the  periosteum  of  the  long  bones  oeeun 
in  two  very  different  forms:  in  the  first  of 
these  the  inflammation  is  of  a  healthy 
character ;  it  is  aeeompanicd  with  more  or 
less  inflammatory  fever,  with  a  good  deal 
of  local  ]min,  commencing  for  the  most 
part  about  the  knee-joint,  and  the  abscess 
whidi  forms  consists  of  healthy  pus,  sur- 
rounding the  iHine,  the  periosteum  of  which 
is  separated  from  it  alonij^uitb  the  iims- 
clea  which  are  attached  to  it.  i  Ins  kind 
of  inflammation  you  saw  in  an  early  stage 
in  Willis;  and  was,  1  liave  no  doubt,  the 
character  of  the  inflammation  in  Chandler 
also.  It  commonly  terminates  favourably, 
and  new  bone  is  readily  formed,  because 
tlie  periosteum     Tint  destroyed. 

In  the  other  kiaiL  of  iuHammation,  un 
the  contrary,  the  abscess  is  of  a  diflSerent 
ebaraeter;  the  pus  is  in  smaller  quantity, 
and  is  mixe  I  with  sbn  ds  of  dead  periosteum 
and  cellular  membrane  and  muscle.  It  is 
a  sloughy  abscess,  and  is  of  an  exceedingly 
dangerous  nature;  and  if  the  patient  does 
survive  the  first  period,  the  periosteum 
having  in  great  measure  sloughed  away, 
new  bone  is  not  formed  to  supply  the  place 
of  that  which  dies,  and  the  patient  wiU 
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s'nk  under  the  irritation  excited  by  oon* 
stantdischargei  unless  the  liinh  be  femoved 
by  ainpntftti«»n.  The  A  ver  which  acrom- 
pauies  this  form  of  iudanimaUon  is  ty- 
phoid, instead  of  beingp  inflammatory,  as 
ia  the  other;  and  tlu*  local  pain  is  fre- 
quently not  at  all  in  proportion  to  the  con- 
stitutional disturbance.  In  a  case  of  this 
kind  which  I  was  called  u]Mm  to  se^  the 
father  of  the  patient,  who  was  a  medical 
man,  bad  wholiv  mi(it;ikcn  tlie  nature  of 
the  case,  and  had  bled  him  repeatedly  and 
lan^ely,  as  for  iiiflaininatinu  of  the  chest, 
although  the  fever  depended  upon  this  kind 
of  foul  abscess  over  the  tibia.  When  I 
was  called  in,  I  laid  the  abiH.*<»is  oiten, 
which  exnnst'fl  nrarly  the  whole  of  the 
tibia  corniticteiy  deaUj  but  the  lad  was 
then  sinking  with  typhus  fever.  Another 
patient  1^1  >  was  undt^r  ray  care,  tised,  in 
the  delirium  of  tvphus  fe?er,  to  get  up  re- 
peatedlv  and  walk  about  the  wiutl  of  the 
'  hospitai,  if  he  was  not  watched,— so  little 
pain  did  ho  enfTcr  from  the  di<^;ase.  al- 
though a  fuul  slougiiy  abscess  was  forming 
around  the  whole  femur,  which  I  opened 
hx  iTK  i'iion  throui>;h  one  of  the  vasti  tnns- 
cit^  and  between  the  flexor  muscles  in  the 
ham,  bytiie  side  of  the  popliteal  nore. 
Mr.  Keate  mentioned  to  me  a  case  in 
which  the  cause  of  a  typhus  fever  was 
pointed  out  tu  his  notice  by  his  judicious, 
ly  attending  to  his  patient's  cfying  out,  in 
liis  delirium.  "  Holloa!  what  are  you  null 
ing  my  leg  for  ?"•— the  pain  of  the  inflam- 
mation raising  this  ideft  in  hia  mind. 

The  inflammation  not  having  b^n  sub- 
dued in  the  first  instance,  for  which  pur- 
pose lecclies,  fomentalious,  and  tlic  mer- 
curial actii>n  of  (  alomel  with  opium,  are 
most  cthcacious  (if  the  decree  of  inflam- 
matory fever  allows  of  mercury),  abscess  is 
formed;  which  was  the  state  in  which 
you  saw  Willis  mi  liis  first  admission  into 
the  hospital.  1  think  it  better  in  general, 
in  tt»  healthy  kind  of  abscess,  not  to  o])en 
it  early,  but  to  let  it  become  fully  f<»rnied, 
while  the  fever  changes  its  character  from 
an  inflammatory  one  into  a  stage  of  irri- 
tation. If,  inaeed,  the  patient  suffers 
much  from  the  rapid  formation  of  matter, 
while  the  swelling  is  tense  and  acutely 
sensible,  yon  mn^t  open  the  abscess  while 
it  is  still  inflamed,  in  order  to  rallere  tlie 
patient  uud  prevent  the  forcible  separation 
of  the  periosteum  from  the  boiie  lu  a 
gfcater  extent  than  Would  otherwise  take 
place.  In  Willis,  Ijowcver,  I  delayed  the 
opening  j  and  the  consequence  of  this  was, 
that  the  quantity  of  matter  was  mnch  les- 
sened, and  he  suflered  much  less  both  lo- 
cally and  constitutionally.  This  amend- 
ment was  assisted  by  perfect  quiet,  with 
fomentation  and  poultice,  and  by  a  calo- 
nil  ]  and  jalap  punativc,  on  the  20th  Dc 
cember  and  Ut  of  January.  The  const i- 
tational  change  which  1  wished  for  bad 


ahw  taken  place,  so  that  he  required  m. 
somewhat  liettcr  diet,  ir.i>]  slept  and  tmt 
muvh  better.  In  the  sloui^by  absfe**,  on 
the  other  hand,  you  cannot  make  an  in- 
cision too  early,  eten  when  tlie  quantity 
of  J  in  is  very  inconsiderable. 

January  dth,  however,  Willis  bc^an  lu 
complain  of  more  pain ;  iSht  sweUin^  lie* 
gan  again  to  increase,  and  on  the  6tli  I 
made  an  opening  into  the  abscei«s  an«1  1. 1 
out  a  large  quantity  of  ])us.  This  wjjc 
followed  (as  it  often  is)  by  an  increase  ttt 
fever;  for  which  he  took  saline  mixture 
and  antimony,  but  which  would  probalil  v 
have  been  mnch  greater  if  I  had  opened  it 
in  the  first  instance.  This  soon  snbsided, 
anil  on  the  ITili  he  began  to  take  snme 
bariv  and  sulphuric  acid,  and  had  aiome 
porter  allowed  him. 

Now  comes  the  very  important  tjur- 
tion  in  abscess  around  the  fctnur-— w  here- 
nbonts  it  the  opening  to  be  made,  aisd 
what  is  to  be  done  while  the  abscess 
is  diwhargiug?    Yon  will  say,  jiorhaps 
open  the  abscess  in  tiic  moiit  de])eniling 
position,  and  makeconnter  openings  if  tlie 
abscess  has  burst  in  an  unfavourable  situa- 
tion.   In  cases  of  abscess  of  the  thigh, 
with  necrosis,  you  will,  howefer,ind  yonr- 
selves  fretjucntly  baflled  in  this  object. 
The  position  in'  which  the  patient  almost 
always  lies  is  wiilj  the  knee  bent  on  a 
pillow,  the  hip  bent  forward>,  and  Ube 
thigh  partly  turned  outwnnls.     Ilio  place 
in  which  the  matter  |>oinLs,  and  the  ab- 
scess busts,  if  it  is  left  to  itsdf,  is  jut 
above  tlie  knee  j()int,  below  the  lowest 
fibres  of  the  vasti  muscles;  and  generally 
it  is  on  the  inside,  where  tlic  vastus  inter- 
nns  turns  round  to  be  inserted  above  the 
patella.    This  is,  therefore,  in  the  pa 
tient's  usual  position,  the  very  highest  part 
of  the  abscess,  and  the  matter  is  neces- 
sarily never  emptied,  and  unless  it  dis- 
charges freely  w  ill  force  its  way  upwards 
towards  the  trochanter;  being  prevented 
every  where  else  from  coming  to  the  sur* 
face  by  the  thick  vasti  muscles  meeting  be- 
hind at  the  linca  ospcra,  and  in  front  be- 
neath the  rectus.  The  most  depending  i>o. 
sition  will  he  on  tin  oMtside  of  the  tliii^h, 
at  the  part  of  the  abscess  nearest  to  the 
hip ;  but  very  odten  you  can  scarcely  tell 
exactly  how  nigh  the  abscess  reaches.  If 

{'oa  open  it  tfiere,  you  have  a  deep  and 
arge  incision  to  make  through  the  vastus 
extemus,  and  after  you  have  made  it,  yoa 
find,  in  a  short  time,  that  the  action  of 
the  nnisele  alters  the  relative  position  of 
the  deeper  part  of  the  opening  with  regard 
to  the  more  superficial,  or  the  muscle  gra. 
nulates  so  <jnic*Kly  that  the  orifice  soon  bc- 
ciunes  closed.  This  is  cspecudiy  ilie  case 
if  a  coiinii  r  oiK>ning  is  made  in  tliissitit» 
ati'Ui  whiie  one  aln*ady  exists  near  the 
knee;  and  you  thus  find  yourself  again 
obliged  to  nuike  use  of  the  opeoiog  which 
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nature  has  chosen,  however  unfavourable 
It  m%y  appear.  Tn  Williii,  however*  th« 
va'^tTts  pxtfrnus  beintj^  tliin,  I  did  sucvxcd 
in  keeping  the  opening  pertnnnt  utly  dis- 
charging, by  once  or  twice  blightly  en- 
larging it  When  it  wa.s  threateninr  to  be- 
come obstructecV  In  n  vtnnt  rauseumr  per- 
sou,  however,  much  dilliculty  is  cxpe- 
rieaeed  fVom  the  canse  I  have  mentioned, 
that  it  is  gcm  rnlly  better  to  keep  the  ori- 
fice near  tin-  kix  c  suflicientlv  hirge  to  pre- 
vent bugging  111"  maltt  r,  v*  liilc  compression 
in  made  by  straps  of  plaister  round  the 
lipper  part  of  the  thigh  (in  the  tiniiiflauied 
state  of  the  abseesiij,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
matter  tinm  malting  ito  way  towards  the 
hip.  Provided  the  quantity  of  matter  is 
not  very  great,  this  is  bettor  tlian  irritating 
tlic  patient  by  repeated  altenipt»  to  get 
aaother  o)iening  through  the  vastus  exter- 
nus;  by  which  iK  >.  blood,  getting  into  the 
nt)M'«»i,  will  soiuetiiucs  excite  fresh  nus- 
eliief. 

But  I  have  another  eirenmstance  to 
point  out  to  yott  with  regard  to  absces«?cs 
connected  with  the  femur,  which  you  may 
ea^^ily  believe  fVom  what  yon  hare  seen  of 
Chandler's  case,  and  which  renders  it  the 
more  desirable  to  proct>re,  if  po'isible,  an 
opening  on  the  outside  rutlier  than  on  the 
inside  of  the  thigh it  is  the  frequent  nc- 
eiirrcnee  of  alannins^  ana  evm  fatal  Ii.t- 
morrhage  from  the  incision  which  you 
make  in  order  to  enlaive  an  opening  situ- 
ated at  the  margin  of  the  vastus  internns. 
This  inci«iian,  T  concliule,  open*;  the  ano-s 
tomusiug  braucb  oi'  the  femoral  artery,  as 
It  crosses  towards  the  fi«nt  of  the  nee. 
I  oiu  e  had  very  alarming  bleeding  at  the 
lime  I  made  an  opening  in  fbi*;  •situation, 
and  had  cuuHidoruble  difficulty  iii  linding 
the  vessel;  for  which  pur]>osc  I  was 
obliged  to  make  the  incision  ptill  Inri^^f-r. 
More  frequently,  the  vessel  is  opened  by 
•light  nlceiation  of  the  edges  of  the  wound 
some  days  afteruards;  the  eonseuuence, 
no  donbl^of  the  excited  and  irritable  con- 
dition of  the  eircuUktion  during  this  tedi-' 
ons  complaint ;  and  of  this  hemorrhage  I 
recollect  two  patients  d}nng.  One  was  a 
patient  in  whom  an  abscess  formed  under 
the  vasti,  of  the  same  kind  as  In  necrosis, 
after  an  ivory  tumor  had  been  removed 
fVom  the  fein'ir;  thv  other  was  a  case  of 
n«:Tusis  of  this  bone.  There  was  a  third 
patientfOnder  Mr.  Babington*s  care,  ahont 
two  years  ag(»,  who  was  \ery  near  djing 
%f\rr  rep(  ntcd  returns  of  bleeding,  appa- 
reully  from  the  bumc  vessel:  which,  how- 
ever,' was  finallv  stopped,  when  he  was  al- 
most exhausted,  by  tving  the  •^TijH'rfu  ijil 
femoral  artery.  So  t)iai  you  must  by  uo 
means  consider  the  danger  from  this  cause, 
in  necrosis  of  the  femnr,  as  merely  ima* 
ginary. 

Now  let  us  follow  Willis's  ca  c  u  little 
Airther.  The  abscess  having  been  opened 


on  the  8tli  of  January,  and  Uie  opening 
once  or  twice  slightly  enlaiged,  the  boy 
continnt'd  t^radnally  to  iinnrove  in  lualth 
till  the  middle  of  April:  his  health  having 
been  supported  at  times  by  hark  and  qui- 
nine, as  well  as  by  porter  and  ^ood  diet, 
had  become  v<mv  good;  and  tlu-  thiijli  was 
so  much  unproved,  and  the  dLschurge  so 
much  lessened,  that  he  was  idlowed  to  sit 
up  daily,  the  limb  l>eing  supported  by  strap- 
ping and  by  a  splint,  lest,  during  thesepa- 
r;ai(Jii  of  the  dead  picee  of  the  femur,  which 
was  several  inches  long,  the  new  bone 
which  was  forming  should  be  broken — an 
accident  which  1  have  .seen,  and  which  is 
exceedingly  diificttlt  to  treat:  indeed,  when 
it  does  occur  in  the  thigh,  the  limb  will 
generally  rcqnirc  to  he  amputated,  a«  the 
insufficieacy  of  the  new  bone  to  supp<irt 
the  weight  of  the  limb  commonly  shews 
such  a  state  of  system  that  the  i  ntinit  is 
not  likely  to  get  well  unless  it  is  perlurined. 

About'  the  20th  of  April,  however,  an 
nnfortu  nate  attack  of  erysipelas  completely 
ehamrud  the  state  of  tnings:  it  was  of  a 
somewhat  severe  character,  and  of  the 
low  kind  that  we  most  commonly  see  in 
the  hospitals ;  and  the  effect  of  it  has  been 
the  formation  of  on*-  '»r  t^vo  foul  abscesses 
in  the  leg,  and  ^a  circumstance  of  more 
importance)  an  aosoess  in  the  knee- joint, 
with  ulceration  of  the  eartilacrcs.  Now 
you  will  observe  that  the  thigh- bone  being 
in  a  state  of  disease,  this  limb  was  the 
part  which  was  attacked,  although  every 
thing  was  at  the  time  going  on  favourably ; 
and  the  ua^e  shews  you  how  formidable  an 
attack  of  ery  si  pelas  is  upon  the  whole  limb, 
affectingevcry  texture,  though  we  usually  re- 
gard  it  as  a  disease  only  of  the  skin  an<l  sub- 
cutaneous  textures.  A  man  waii  once  under 
my  care  with  inflamed  synovial  membrane 
of  the  knee-joint,  an{l  an  attaek  of  erysi- 
pelas caused  the  same  rapid  ulceration  of 
tlie  eartilai:es  of  thf  knee,  with  very  ei- 
tensive  abscesses ;  of  whlch  he  died  alter 
several  weeks'  suflerinir,  without  any  op- 
portunitv  of  my  removing  the  limb.  A 
poor  chimneysweep  was  nnder  my  care, 
with  necrosis  of  the  femur  and  extensive 
abscess,  as  in  Willis.  This  went  on  very 
well,  however,  and  a  large  tumor  of  new 
bone  was  ftlt  around  the  ends  of  the  dead 
piece — one  near  the  knee  joint,  the  other 
about  half  way  up  the  tliigh.  An  attack 
of  erysipelas  came  on,  and  caused  the  en 
tire  absorption  of"  the  new  bone,  willi  con- 
sidenible  merease  in  the  extent  of  the  dead 
portion  of  the  bone ;  so  that  the  next  time  • 
the  prominences  fonned  by  the  new  bone  at 
the  ends  of  the  dead  piece  were  distin- 
gtu-shable,  the  nppor  was  nearly  as  high 
Hs  the  trochanters,  and  the  lower  one  was 
very  near  the  knee-joint.  In  the  mis- 
shapen  bonr- V  Itieh  I  now  shew  you,  you 
may  sec  the  consequence  of  an  attack  of 
eryiiipelos  upon  a  fnutured  thigh-bone. 
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The  patient  had  recovered  from  the  acci- 
dent, and  was  in  a  few  days  going  to  be 
allowed  to  walk  ftl^nit.  when  a  severe  at- 
tack of  this  disease  took  place  in  the  foot 
and  k^.  Besides  the  most  extensive  ab. 
scesses  in  the  It  j?  iintl  thiq;!).  a  liirije  mass 
of  new  bone  in  the  seat  of  the  fracture  was 
absorbed  j  the  bone  became  again  flexible, 
and  in  conseqnenee  of  the  great  irritation 
of  the  abscesses,  with  much  slouching  of 
skin  and  cellular  membrane,  during  seve- 
fal  wedcs  that  the  patient  lived,  and  the 
total  impossibility  of  < mi  !f>ying  pressnre 
in  any  part  of  the  limb,  union  took  place 
a  second  time  in  this  distorted  position. 
The  bone  united  too,  although  one  of  the 
abscesses  wa?5  sitimtcd  below  the  vasti,  and 
oommunicated  with  the  fractured  bone,  a 
portion  of  which  yon  will  see  dead,  and  en- 
closed in  new  b»ine.  So  that  the  whole 
case  formed,  as  it  were,  a  very  curious  in- 
stance of  necrtisis. 

Thus,  then,  the  joint  in  Willis's  knee  is 
completely  disorganized,  and  I  conelude 
I  shall  have  to  amputate  the  limb,  as  soon 
as  his  health  becomes  snffleientlv  restored, 
as  the  only  means  of  savinc;  his  life; — nt)t, 
indeed,  merely  on  account  of  the  abscess  in 
the  knee-joint,  for  of  that  alone  there  would 
be  apossibility  of  his  recovering.  A  young 
woman,  for  instance,  called  at  my  hmise,  a 
day  or  two  since,  with  a  rcr)'  useful  limb, 
altbottgh  I  was  obliged  several  years  ago 
to  mal<e  two  openings  into  her  Vnee-joint. 
But  I  expect  that  I  shall  have  to  amputate 
this  limb  because  of  the  extensive  mischief 
in  the  thigh,  in  addition  to  the  abscess  in 
the  joint 

[The  operation  was  subsequently  per- 
formed, as  Mr.  Hawkins  anticipateo,  and 

formed  the  subject  of  another  Clinical 
I#ecture,  which  we  may  perhaps  give.] 

Now  here,  again,  is  another  practical 
question  with  regard  to  Willis's  case. 
Yon  saw  that  I  o|>ened  theabsccsse^  form- 
ed by  the  erysipelas  in  the  leg  as  soun  u& 
thev  were  perceived,  while  I  did  not  do  so 
witn  the  knee  joint,  notwithstanding  the 
lexcessive  pain  which  he  suffered  while  the 
abscess  was  forming ;  because,  in  fact,  I  be- 
Here  it  to  be  good  practice  not  to  open  an 
abscess  in  a  joint  very  early.  You  must 
distinguish  between  the  pain  which  arises 
from  the  ulceration  of  the  cartilages  during 
the  formation  of  the  abs^ts^— and  whii  h, 
you  know,  is  often  very  great  for  several 
weeks,  before  matter  forms — from  the  pain 
arising  frrai  the  abscess  itself  in  the  joint; 
and  if  you  are  not  oblij^cd  to  open  it  from 
distention,  it  is  better  to  wait  till  the  ulce- 
ration  has  proceeded  ftirthert.yoit  do  not 
prevent  this  process  by  doini;^  =^1,  nnd  vim 
avoid  the  irritation  which  will  sometimes 
follow  yonr  puncture  of  the  joint  in  an 
earlier  stage :  by  postponing  It,  in  fact,  yon 
gain  the  relief  afforded  by  opening  an  lb. 


scess,  instead  of  the  risk  arising  fiom  a 
punctured  wound  of  a  joint. 

The  next  fact  you  will  observe  is  the 
contrast  between  the  effects  of  a  dis- 
ea<te  of  the  skin,  as  erysipelas  may  be 
callrl,    i][(>n  the  knee-joint,  and  tli-.-^e 
of  a  deep  abscess  very  near  the  joint, 
with  acute  inflammation  of  the  feottnr, 
fonnin^^  as  it  does,  part  of  the  joint  itself. 
The  fact  is,  you  will  find  in  practice  iht\t 
the  effects  of  necrosis  of  tlie  thigh  bone, 
or  indeed  of  any  other  of  tlie  long  bonc^^ 
very  seldom  extends  into  the  nearest  joints, 
but  fortunately  for  the  ])atients  is  almost 
always  bounded  by  the  epiphyses,  and  con- 
fined, therefore,  to  the  centiiu  shafts.  Ia 
thclitth'  chimneysweep,  whose  ca^e  I  bav«» 
already  alluded  to,  the  knee  joint  was; 
swelled  Terr  considerably  with  synovia  at 
the  time  of  his  iidniis^i^in,  and  the  liga- 
ments were  so  relaxed  that  very  considera- 
ble lateral  motion  of  the  leg  upon  the  thi^ 
was  allowed,  and  yet  in  spite  of  the  mis- 
ehi  f  >f  thi  cry^ip)  las,  the  joint  returned 
to  Its  iiaturul  condition,  and  when  I  saw 
him  some  time  afterwards  the  dead  bone 
liad  nearly  come  away,  and  he  was  walk 
iua:  about.    In  a  boy  whom  you  may  hare 
seen  attending  the  hospital  as  fm  out-pa- 
tienty  the  whole  shaft  of  the  tibia  died, 
and  was  removed  by  operation,  leaving 
the  limb  for  a  long  time  tlexlblc,  as  if  with 
fracture;  both  the  ankle  and  knee  joint 
were  nnieh  swilled  on  his  fir>.t  coming  un- 
der my  earc,  and  there  was  some  bone  ex- 
foliating even  from  the  epiphysis  itself, 
close  to  the  knee  joint,  so  that  1  considered 
the  loss  of  the  limb  as  almost  inevitable  ; 
yet  no  ulceration  of  the  cartilages  tuok 

f%laee,  and  he  has  a  very  useful  leg.  Still, 
low  ever,  it  does  oeeasionally  take  pla<  e. 
and  more  frecniently  in  tlie  necrosis  which 
happens  in  aaults  from  cold  or  injury,  than 
in  young  persons,  the  epiphysis  in  whom 
is  still  sepnmtf'd  from  the  shaft  by  rnrti- 
lage;  and  wltcn  this  ulceration  d(»c.s  take 
place,  with  abscess  in  the  joint,  you  can 
scarcely  ex])eet  to  save  the  limb.  — [Mr. 
Hawkins  then  showed  a  preparation  in 
which  the  cartilages  had  been  thus  de- 
stroyed by  rheumatic  inflammation  and 
abscess  of  the  femur,  but  the  jiafient's 
health  gave  him  no  opportunity  for  ampu- 
tation.J 

A  i»alient  hn^  ini;  survived  the  irritation 
of  an  abscess  duriug  Llie  worst  stage  of  its 
formation,  the  very  curious  process  of  re- 
production  of  the  dead  bone  is  next  seen — 
a  wonderful  operation  of  nature,  which  I 
am  never  Ured  of  watching.  You  saw  this 
in  its  earlr  stage  in  Willis,  till  it  was  un- 
fortunatefv  put  an  end  to  by  the  crv>-ipe- 
las,  and  you  have  seen  il«  result,  although 
three  or  four  years  had  elapsed,  in  Chan, 
dler's  case. 

In  Willis,  the  periosteoniy  hwing  been 
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thickened  hy  inflammatioii,  was  aepttrtted 

from  the  surface  of  the  shan,  ri-maiiiini^ 
still  attached  to  the  lininfj;  surface  above 
and  below  the  dead  nortion  ;  matter  is  se- 
creted  withiu  it»aaa  thus  the  periosteum, 
Miiittd  to  the  pnrt  nrnnnd,  foniis  the  pa- 
lietcs  of  an  abscesb  in  which  the  dead  bone 
lies  i  bat  mt  lane  time,  if  the  matter  it 
secreted  rapidly,  the  periosteum  does  not 
reran! I)  irt  <mt'  entire  piece,  hut  more  ex- 
tensive absee&ses  are  formed,  frequently 
filling  the  whole  of  the  cavi^  fonned  by 
the  vasti ;  so  that  while  thine  abscesses 
communicHte  with  tliat  in  which  the  dead 
lione  lies,  there  is  still  some  thickened  uc- 
riosteam  covering  the  lirinf^  bone  efse- 
wbere^  the  ptis  bemp  in  this  nmiiner  on  the 
inside  of  the  periosteum  at  one  part,  and 
on  the  oatnde  of  it  at  another.  Sanpos. 
ing,  therefore,  that  matter  is  felt  nearly  all 
the  wnj  up  to  the  trochanters,  it  does  not 
follow  that  the  whole  of  the  thigh  bone, 
which  is  enclosed  in  the  matter,  is  dead, 
but  the  periostruni  may  be  fa-culnr  enoui^h 
to  pre!«enre  part  ot  the  bone,  alih(»ugh  se- 
parated by  a  good  deal  of  matter  from  Uie 
snrmanding  muscle.  In  Willist,  it  was 
cridcnt  by  the  probe  lliat  the  entire  circle 
of  the  shaft  was  dead  at  one  part,  and  the 
dead  bone  in  firont  could  be  felt  for  several 
inches  in  an  extensiTe  abscess.  Still  you 
observed  that  new  bone  begran  to  form, 
which  in  some  measure  surrounded  this 
old  hone.  If  the  periosteum  is  mnch  de> 
stroycd,  as  in  the  foul  abs<  eNses  T  before 
described,  new  bone  cannot  be  formed  in 
sufficient  ouantity  to  preserve  the  limbj 
but  in  Willis,  the  abscess  havfn|r  heenof  a 

healthy  kind,  this  curinns  pniee^"^  went  on 
Alvourably.  At  first,  it  is  generally  formed 
at  the  two  extfemines  of  the  dead  piece, 
and  two  prominent  ridges  mark  the  boun- 
daries of  the  livincf  and  dead  portions; 
then,  as  the  matter  begins  to  4'mFnUh  in 
ouantity,  the  periosteum  TCtnms  neanr  to 
tin  (K  ad  slKvft,  c<mdensed  and  united  to  the 
parts  around;  then  tliis  begins  to  werete 
new  bone,  and  a  case  is  fumml  entirely 
surrounding  the  dead  piece,  with  the  ex- 
ception  t>f  one  or  more  oi>eninf?s  throupli 
which  matter  continues  to  pa^  away.  A t 
tliis  period  the  dead  piece  is  still  attached 
to  the  living  portion  of  the  shaft,  but  next 
ulceration  take^  place  at  tire  cxtn'mities 
of  Uie  mortified  bone,  and  the  dead  }>ortion 
or  seqaestinm  separates  into  the  cavity  of 

the  nrvr  bone.  In  f^eneml,  before  tlii^ 
takes  place,  the  new  bone  is  firm  enough 
to  hear  the  weight  of  the  limb,  being  ut- 
tached  to  the  epiphyses,  or  wherever  else 
the  mortified  piece  terminates;  still  some- 
times  tiie  separation  may  go  on  more  quick- 
ly; so  that  yon  will  see  the  poiprietv  of 
.«iippr,rting  the  limb  by  strapping  and  by 
pasteboard,  or  other  light  splints,  as  I  di- 


feeted  in  tills  1>ny.  So  far,  then,  you  ob- 
served this  process  in  run!  von  saw- 
how  little  pain  or  uiconvt-mence  was  felt 
while  it  was  goinc:  on,  so  that  he  sat  up 
and  mofed  about  tVccly  on  cmtches.  Dr. 
Macartney  published  a  case  in  "^vhich 
nearly  the  entire  shaft  of  the  femur  sepa- 
raled  in  one  piece,  and  stuck  out  of  the 
surnmndinp:  bony  can',  while  the  patient 
was  goint,'  about,  tJie  end  getting  in  the 
wav  of  his  breeches,  till  one  morning  in 
bed  he  gave  it  a  toleiably  firm  pnll,  and 
extractrr)  it. 

In  tliis  state  you  will  often  sec  nearly 
the  whole  leqgth  of  the  tibia  or  humerus 
extracted  by  operation  in  this  hospital. 

More  frequently,  if  it  is  left  to  itself, 
( the  removal  of  the  greater  part  of  the  femur 
being  too  severe  an  operation  to  be  per. 
formed  as  early  as  you  may  do  it  in  the 
otiier  bones,)  the  dead  bone  is  divided  into 
several  pieces,  and  comes  away  through 
numerous  openings,  during  a  eonsiderahle 
time.  I  may  allude  i\^\\]n  to  my  little 
chimneysweep,  in  whom  almost  the  whole 
shaft  thus  came  away,  in  about  a  year, 
through  ten  or  fifteen  openings,  with- 
out  any  assistance  from  vnrir<'ry;  for  he 
did  not  choose  to  shew  iumself,  lest  any 
opemtion  should  be  perfbmied,till  the  exfo- 
liation  was  nearly  completed.  It  is  snrpris- 
ini^  how  much  the  dead  piece  is  thus  broken 
up  and  diminislicd  by  ad>sorption,  during 
its  contact  with  the  living  parts,  so  that 
the  pieces  which  actually  come  away  are 
often  not  a  ouarter  of  the  bulk  of  that 
which  has  diea.  This  power  of  absorption 
is  shewn  by  an  experiment  of  Sir  W. 
Blizard,  who  put  a  idece  of  dead  hone  on 
a  common  ulcer  of  the  leg,  and  found  it 
mndi  diininished  in  size. 

Sometimes,  a  considerable  portion  re* 
mains  locked  up  for  a  long  time,  and  then 
becomes  accidentally  loosened,  or  produces 
tnth  irritation,  and  successive  abscesses 
are  fonnt  f1,  tn  allfiw  nf  the  separate  por- 
litms  eumiug  away,  or  an  o])cr.ition  is  re- 
quired for  their  removal,  a*  in  (  handler. 
When  at  last  the  whole  has  come  away, 
it  is  a<;toiiishini^  to  see  how  nearly  tin  linili 
IS  restored  to  its  original  statej  the  great 
misshapen  case  of  new  bone  being  gradu- 
ally absorbed  airain  on  the  outside,  while 
more  is  de{)osited  on  the  inside  of  the  case, 
till  at  lost  you  can  scarcely  see  any  difier- 
ence  between  the  diseaasd  hone  and  the 
sound,  in  shape  and  npprarance. 

Mr.  Hawkins  shewed  several  prepara. 
tions  illustrating  the  separation  of  the 
sequestra,  and  then  proceeded  to  describe 
the  operation  in  Chandler's  case,  ^^^i(h 
we  must  reserve  till  the  next  number  of 
the  Gazette; 
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F<ECAL  CYCLOPS.-  BILLS  OF  MOBTALITY. 


HOSPITAL  OF  ST.  LOUIS. 

HydiUid*  of  the  Liver — Punclurt  Jothvnl  by 
Incision  :  Evaniatio  ^  of  a  Jorge  quantity  cf 
jlcepbalocxfits — Cure 

TttK  followinir  ^  occaiTod  to  M. 
Biett;— A  young  man,  scarcely  18  years 
of  n<r^,  of  lymphatic  tempcramoni,  was 
admitted  at  the  St.  Louis  on  tlic  29th  of 
last  April.  He  resided  in  a  village  in  the 
departmcTit  of  the  Maiiu-,  where  he  cxer- 
tiseA  the  trade  of  a  sawyer.  About 
three  years  ago  he  hecarae  sensible  of  the 
existence  of  a  tumor  in  the  abdomen, 
"which  was  constantly  indolent,  and  which 
l^radually  increased  without  his  experienc- 
ing any  derangement  of  the  cligt^live 
fniictii>n<?.  However,  he  ij-nt  thinner  and 
lost  strength:  and  seeing  himself  al>aa> 
doned  bj  the  pmctltionen  where  he  was, 
he  lesolved  to  sec  what  cnuld  he  done  for 
htm  in  the  capital.  When  admitted  into 
the  St.  Louis,  the  fatigue  of  his  journey 
had  a^^ccrtwated  his  state.  A  tumor  of 
considerable  si/c  occupied  the  rii^lii  liypo- 
chondrium  as  well  as  the  epigu^triumj 
extending  partially  to  the  left  hypochon. 
drium,  and  downwards  to  the  level  of  tl)e 
umhilious.  Abnvt%  it  was  lost  beneath 
the  rib-*.  The  tumor  was  rather  smooth, 
wsthont  strongly-marked  ftiiTOWs;  firm 
pressure  produced  btit  very  moderate  un- 
easiness. The  patient  was  every  instant 
threatened  with  snffimeation;  his  eoante- 
nanee  was  mottled— yellow  and  blue,  and 
exi)re.s«iive  of  extreme  anxiety;  his  pulse 
was  snuiU,  concentrated,  frequent;  and 
he  had  daily  vomiting  greenish  matters. 
M.  Biett,  struck  with  the  alteration  which 
the  countenance  had  undergone,  and  hav. 
ing  made  up  his  mind  as  to  the  natnre 
of  the  ease,  informed  M.  JoIktI  that  he 
had  a  surgical  case  in  his  ward.  After  an 
attentive  examination  of  the  tumor,  this 
gentleman  agreed  with  M.  Biett  as  to  the 
propriety  of  an  erp!nratnry  puncture.  A 
spot  was  selected  on  the  convex  surface  of 
tne  liver  towards  the  left  lobe,  whidi  pre. 
sented  nianifest  fluctuation.  A  trochar 
was  plunged  in,  when  there  issued  in  a  jet 
a  considerable  quantity  of  serous  fluid. 
The  patient  seemed  to  be  relieved  for  some 
days  nt'trr,  but  the  puncture  having  healed, 
the  symptoms  recurred. 

April  the  39th.~M.  Johert,  calculating 
nj)oii  the  existence  of  adhesions,  determiner! 
on  making  an  incision  on  the  suminit  of 
the  tumor.  This  aperture  was  made,  in 
conjunction  with  M.  Biett,  at  four  fingers' 
breadth  h -iH-ath  the  margin  of  the  false 
ribs,  and  at  two  lingers'  brc  adth  from  the 
linea  alba  of  the  rinht  side.  The  liwr 
Wa-*i  cut  throiii;h  to  the  depth  of  fr<>ni  an 
inch  to  an  inch  and  a  half,  and  appeared 
beaJtby  in  its  stmetvre;  but  a  serous  floid 
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was  elicited  by  pressure,  and  Mstoorr 
once  more  introduced,  jfi  netiat4:ii  a  c\st 
with  tliick  walls,  and  which  pittaentej  a 
ca\ity  of  some  inrlu  s  in  diameter.     In  a 
quantity  of  serous  fluid,  a  coosid^rahJc 
number  of  separate  hydatids  were  aeeik  ts 
float.    Some  of  these  were  very  IjuTje.  and 
could  only  pa-«;s  out  by  clonj^tin^^  tbvjs 
selves,  after  which  they  immtdiaicJT  re 
gained  their  globular  form.  Injertioas 
were  made  into  the  cyst  of  alcohol  and 
water,  and  a  female  sound  left  in  iL 
Boring  the  two  months  which  have  riaee 
elai)»ed,  some  hydatids  and  serous  fluid 
have  been  evacuated  alnn>^t  every  dav : 
the  abdomen  is  soft,  with  little  pain  :  tin: 
patient  is  rather  weak,  but  he  ta^aa  aMse 
food,  and  has  little  fevcf. 

F(ETAL  CYCLOPS. 

M.  T.ACixoix  read  a  memoir  lately  befofp 
the  French  Acadeiuv  of  Medicine,  in  whieh 
he  gave  an  aeoonnt  of  a  ease  of  cycIopi!<>iB, 
occurrintj  in  n  frmale  fa-tu'^.  Fn.ra  the 
anatomical  details,  it  appears  that  this  is 
the  only  ease  of  the  kind  in  which  an  eth- 
moid bone  lias  been  found;  and  the  <ux^»nd 
case  in  which  the  eye  has  l)een  found  des- 
titute of  an  optic  nerve.  The  latter  fatl 
is  important,  inasmuch  as  Tiedemann,  in 
Ins  ninnniron  Cyclopism,  ha.s  d  nibted  the 
possibility  of  its  occurrence,  and  refu -ed 
his  credence  to  the  solitary  case  quoted  by 
Magendie,  l>ecaufle  it 
Jlehdomadaire. 


ORAFE  OF  HLULIX. 

This  distinguished  surgeon  is  at  present 
in  London,  and  was  presented  to  the  Kin^ 
on  Wednesday  last,  at  the  tianSt  levee. 
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Age  and  Debility  . 
A|ioplexy 
A«thma        .  . 
Cancer         .  • 
ChlMbirth  . 
Cholera        .  * 
Conauiaptloa  . 
OoBvulalan* 
Croun  . 
DentUlon  or  Teething  10 

DiarrhoDii 
Dropsy 

Dropsy  on  ttie  Brain 
Drop«y  on  (he  Cbest 
EryRl|ielas  . 
Fever  . 

Fever,  Intermittent, 
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Perer.  Typhoe  4 

Haemorrhage  1 

Hiniping-Coogh   .  Irt 

InflummatkHi       .  S9 
DouelsfcatOMSCb  14 

tiralQ  .  •  !• 
Lueip  sad  Plcaia  f 

InflocDia    •      •  2 

laianitf      •      •  t 

Jnandice      •       *  2 

Liver,  diseased    .  1 

Mea^'le!*       .       .  4 

MortiurHtlon       .  7 

Faralyniii     •      ,  4 

Smalt- Pox    .       •  4 

Hptki^ms        •       •  I 

Tbrusb       .      ,  I 

Unknowa  Caassa  9 

8lli:b«rB    .      .  u 


Decrease  of  Dtirtala*  «■  eonpsivd  with  | 
the  preceding  week     •     •      .  f 
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LEGTUBZ6  MttleBt  complains  of  the  symptoms  I  hare 

just  pnrmtt'fl ;  and  if  you  find  it  to  be  this 
disease,  il  may  yield  to  the  remedies  X  iiave 
THEOllY  AND  PRACTICE  OF      ntmeA.  If  the  pattenVshMlthlieimprbr- 
MKnTrTNF.  *^*^»        disease  may  eease  srxinlancously. 
MhlilClINb;  It  is  by  no  means  a  formidable  diseaMf 

JMivntd  at  th€  Umdan  Uuiv€nHy,  like  the  fonnation  of  sugar. 

riutat  liable  to  the  same  moihnl  changes  as 
Bt  Db.  ElLIOTSON.  t^  '  ^'''''h. — You  will  recoil (■(  !  T  mentioned, 

before  entering  on  the  cou^idenitiou  of  par- 
tlcnlar  parts,  that  just  aa  with  respect  to 
DISEASES  OF  THE  URINARY      the  lolidi  we  have  an  excess  (»f  dtvelop- 
OR6AN8  ment,  nn  alteration  of  natural  structure, 

8u  the  same  is  observed  occasionally  lu  the 
flvMi  $  the  natntal  eonstitnents  become 

EXCESS  OP  tTRE^  W  THE  UIIJNE.      V^''^"-?*'^^  Z^^'\\  l^'F'  '^tin,.. ;  that  j.i.t  as 
«  .      *  j^jj^  j^^j^,  cartilage, 

TuERE  is  an  aHectioo  very  similar  to  dia-  or  bone,  where  it  ought  not  to  exist,  so  in 

betes,  and  which  is  sometimes  mistaken  for  r^ard  to  the  fluids,  we  find  them  contain  - 

it,  and  that  is,  where  the  rm^n  is  in  excrs«  ing  somethinj^  which  (»u;jht  not  to  be 

I  do  not  know  that  the  disease  has  been  there,  but  still  something  natural  to  the 

notieed  by  any  one  except  Dr.  Pnmly  hot  body,  or  containing  sometiiinff  in  ezeesa. 

1  have  seen  sevesal  casee  of  it,  all  of  which  Again,  as  in  regard  to  struetur(>  we  some- 

have  done  well.  times  have  a  new  structure  altogether,  a 

Sximptoms. — There  isdebilitv;  lowncssof  structure  that  uugiit  not  to  be  in  the  body 

apirtts;  pain  in  the  loins;  uifst;  an  ex-  at  all,sach  as  melanosis,  if  von  choose  to 

cessive  tiunntity  of  urine  ;  a  loss  and  dimi-  call  it  structure,  and  scrofulous  disease, 

notion  freoueutly  of  sexual  power;  fre-  which  is  a  foreign  substance,  so  occa- 

onently  irritation     the  necic  of  the  bind-  sionally  in  the  flnids  we  find  things  that 

der;  a  fhsqnent  dissire  of  maldng  water,  ought  not  to  be  there  at  all,  of  which  su- 

The  urine  is  pale,  and  likewise  henw ;  gar  in  the  urine  is  an  instanre     Wc  liavt^ 

perhaj^the  specific  gnTity  is  from  i  irio  changes  in  the  fluids  analogi>us  to  trunH- 

to  I'OSO;  hot  it  is  acid,  ana  soon  grows  al.  formations,  and  we  hare  fhrther  changes 

Italescent.    On  eva])omrir[ix  tlie  urine,  vou  which  are  analogoos  to  new  foniationsin 

find  there  is  no  sweet  extract  i  and  if  you  the  solids. 

add  strong  nitric  acid  to  the  fluid,  you  Before  speaking  of  that  disea^^e  in  which 

have  a  precipitation  of  the  urea.  there  is  sugar  in  The  urine,  whic  h  is  a  new 

This  state  of  the  urine  is  frecmently  seen  fonTinlion  altogether,  and  not  found  in  any 

where  the  phosphates  are  in  excess.  Equal  part  of  the  body,  I  ought,  for  the  sake  of 

4inantltles  of  nitric  and  mnriatic  acid  most  uniformity  and  consistency  of  plan,  to  have 

be  added,  in  order  to  pr«>duce  crystals.  said  a  word  or  two  u|>on  ^ome  other  aflec* 

Trf,ittueuL — The  remedy  for  this  state,  as  tion*^,  those  in  which  there  is  merely  a 

in  diabetes,  is  opium,  and  likewise  iron,  tran^iormation,  if  I  may  so  say — in  which 

I  have  seen  these  cases  yield  to  the  exhlU*  things  exist  In  the  nrine  which  are  fonn4 

tion  of  one,  or  both  these  remedic<;.    Dr.  naturally  in  the  body,  ahhoua;h  they  ought 

Pfout  has  cured  many  cases  which  were  not  to  be  present  in  the  urine, 

thought  to  be  diabetes,  till  he  examined  SEROUS  Ul{L\ L.—Onc  of  these  arli- 

the  nrine  and  found  no  ragar  In  It.  The  deslsMnuii,  the pnsence of  whldi Iseasily 

dUl.— mi.  3  C 
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asoertained  hj  the  applieatioD  of  heat  It 

cnnrrnlatcs,  as  you  know  albumen  "does,  at 
VAi  iWgrec.s,orit  will  cmtgulata  bv  adding  to 
it  a  small  portion  of  acetle  add,  and  tiben 
prussinte  of  potass.  I  sptikr  ^  if  tli  iMi'^  some- 
times occurring  in  inilammatory  dropsy, 
huuietiuicH  where  there  i$  no  tuflamma- 
tion  to  he  discovered,  and  sometimes 
whi  rt'  rfi  Tf  is  no  diseasi'  the  kidney  to 
be  o^ccriaiucd.  When  scrum  exists  in  the 
vrine,  the  min«  may  be  of  ita  oatnial 
quiiiitity,  or  it  may  be  below  it,  or  it  may 
be  in  excc$«8.  Generally  the  urine  when 
made  is  pole  ;  sometimes  it  is,  when  first 
made,  a  nttle  opaque.  I  need  not  say  any 
t)'iv)-^  ninre  about  this,  as  I  spoke  oi  it  ao 
fully  when  treating  of  drop&y. 

CHYLOUS  URlNE.^V\Mn  lometimei 
exists  in  the  urine,  tiot  as  a  deposit  from  the 
ureters  or  bladder,  bnt  renlly  as  the  product 
of  the  kidneys ;  at  least  it  was  so  in  a  case 
which  I  saw.  I  have  seen  only  one  ease,  but 
that  I  repeatedly  examined,  and  I  found  it 
was  the  fibrin  of  chyle.  There  is  the  fibrin  of 
chyle  ae  wdl  a»  the  fibrin  of  blood ;  and 
as  it  is  sometimes  found  in  the  urine,  we 
may  say  that  it  exists  in  the  urine.  The 
case  that  I  saw  was  very  remarkable.  The 
woman  was  otherwise  in  vexy  good  health ; 
but  soon  after  she  made  urine  a  eontrula 
tiou  took  place,  and  tliere  was  a  4iianiity 
of  something  exactly  like  blanc  mange,  as 
much  as  a  tea  cup  full.  Oeca^»ionaIly  it 
coagulated  so  that  she  could  not  make 
water.  I  never  saw  such  a  case  before ; 
hot  I  diewed  the  discharge  to  Dr.  Prout, 
vb'>  examined  it,  and  ascertained  that  it 
was  cliyle.  She  went  on  in  this  state  for 
two  or  three  years;  and  in  the  midst  of  it 
all  she  Efave  birth  to  a  child  ;  it  seemed  to 
make  uu  difference  in  that  way.  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  she  is  now  alive. 
Dr.  Prout  ha.s  seen  six  or  seven  cases  since 
that  lime.  I  wished  tn  mnke  some  ohser- 
valiuns  upon  her,  and  b<  ggi  d  lier  not  to 
take  any  food  for  twenty -four  hours,  in 
order  t!nit  T  mii;ht  see  if  it  would  check 
the  funualion.  'ilicre  was  this  change 
produced,  the  coagulum  approached  nearer 
to  blood;  it  had  a  fine  pink  ooloar;  and 
the  more  she  fasted  the  more  it  apprr»aehed 
to  red— it  was  mure  and  more  converted 
into  blood.  There  was  no  ftvsh  food  taken 
to  form  fnsli  chyle,  and  consequent! v  the 
chyle  became  mure  like  blood.  There  was 
a  fluid  around  this  which  was  very  serous, 
contained  n  good  ikal  of  albumen  in  solu- 
tion, and,  riTctnirsc,  there  w  as  urine ;  but 
the  fluid  scarcely  siuclt  uf  urine  till  it  was 
eoncentrated.  One  hundred  grains,  on 
evaporation,  gave  only  half  a  ^niin  of  nrra. 

Nothing  was  done  in  this  ca.sc;  but  Dr. 
Prout  told  me,  that  by  giving  opium  con- 
tinually two  or  three  times  a  day,  he  had 
been  snece^sful  in  curing  this  dis^'ase.  fhc 
quantity  of  substance  was  uilugethcr  de- 


oeptife  to  die  tyt ;  Ibr  on  evaporating  thk 
large  coagulum  and  examinini;  it,  there 
was  vexy  Uttle  solid  matter,  and  therefore 
the  loss  to  the  sjfstem  was  by  no  maaahs  ao 
great  as  at  first  sight  wo  mnst  have  ima- 
gined. 

DISCHARGE  OF  FilT.— OccasioxutUj 
fat  has  been  found  in  the  arine.  I 
stated  when  speaking'  "f  ^  cli>»charpe 
of  fa.t  from  the  inlesune&,  that  in 
some  cases  mentioned  1^  authors  fnt  was 
found  in  the  urine  ;  and  in  one  cose^  in  a 
lady  w  honi  I  know,  but  whom  I  do  not 
attend,  the  gentleman  under  whose  care 
she' is  assures  me,  that  a  large  ouantity  of 
hi  is  disciiaiged  together  vrith  tne  orioe. 

UtUNAKY  SEDJMEjrrS, 

In  regard  to  concretions,  they  are  of 
a  mixed  nature;  the^  may  consist  merely 
of  the  natural  constituents  of  the  urine, 
and  therefore  be  analogous  to  those  dis- 
eases  of  the   solids   mlftMl  fr,irj^f'ormatiin:%^ 

in  which  things  naiuraiiy  luuud  in  the 
body  are  present;  or  they  may  be  new 

substance^;,  •^in  h  as  ought  not  to  cxi'sl  in 
the  body  at  all,  being  analogous  to  those 
which  are  termed  new  fumustitmt,  or  non- 
analogous  changes  of  structure. 

I  now,  therefore,  shall  speak  of  tho*e 
substances  which  are  termed  urinary  em- 
ersions t  before,  however,  entering  on  thoB^ 
it  is  necessary  to  make  ynmr  t^t  neral  re- 
marks on  the  nature  of  urine  and  its  ooo- 
stitnents. 

Healthy  urine,  when  it  Is  first  made,  is 

acid;  it  will  stain  litmus  paper;  and  if 
the  bladder  be  not  verv  rt  ienlive,  if  per- 
sons be  not  very  particular,  as  is  soasOi- 
tiraes  the  isr  with  old  gcntlemrG,  their 
breeches  w  ill  be  ^taineil^  you  observe  tb^ 
are  ced  from  the  acid  fn  the  urine.  Che- 
mists in  general  sav  tli  Lt  the  urine  is  acid 
when  it  is  first  made;  but  l>r.  Pnmt  con- 
tends that  it  is  not  pure  uric  acid,  but 
lithate  of  ammonia,  that  stains  Utmos 
paper  red. 

Causes  of'  pink  and  red  sediment. — But  the 
urine  sometimes  contains  nitric  acid,  and 

?^ou  know  that  if  nitric  acid  be  added  to 
ithic  acid,  erythric  acid  is  produced.  It 
is  of  a  very  fine  scarlet  hue,  and  is  a  »ub. 
stance  that  does  not  exist  naturally  in  tlta 
uriiic  rf  you  add  to  this  i t\  tln  ie  acid  joire 
ainniouia,  you  then  have  another  change, 
a  pnrpurate  of  ammonia  is  produced ;  SAd 
if  you  treat  this  purpurate  with  potass^ 
and  then  m^d'm  '\ith  sulphuric  acid,  yoo 
have  a  new  acid  torined,  ciUled  purpuric 
acid ;  so  that  eryllirie  and  purpuric  acid 
do  not  exist  naturally  in  tin-  urine,  bnt  are 
the  result  of  other  changes.    Thu&  ^ou 

Seroeive  that,  if  nitric  acid  be  formed 
y  disease  in  the  urinary  ^cretion,  it 
may  give  rise  to  tlic  presence  of  tb** 
purpuratcs  j  purpuric  acid  may  be  formed^ 
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and  then,  as  there  are  soda,  potash,  and 
ammonia,  in  the  urine,  you  may  have 

thr  jMirjuimtPS  of  soda,  pntnvh,  and 
auiinoumi  uud  if  these  are  aUdtd  tu  the 
litlnte  of  ammonia,  then  the  lithate  of 
ammonia  which  may  exist  in  the  urine  be- 
comes of  ;i  fiiH'  pink  or  r<v1  <'ol((nr,  ftn<1  vou 
have  a  pink  or  red  si-<liinfiiti  ami  lliereiurc 
yon  see  that  the  pink  and  red  sediments 
are  r^  (  n tially  lithate  of  tinntT  uia,  which 
is  lurmed  in  excess,  so  as  tu  be  insoluble  at 
a  common  temperature ;  and  they  aie  de. 
prndted  in  the  nrine  because  they  are  in 
excess,  or  becanse  fh*>  uvid  is  inexoeM; 
they  arc  super  litliatcs.  Yoa  know,  of 
oonne,  that  the  lithate  of  ammonia,  and 
the  other  litliali  s.  arc  wliite  of  themselves, 
but  from  the  presence  of  tl>e  piirpnrates 
they  acquire  a  red  or  pink  colour;  and  if 
the  yellow  matter  of  the  nrine  be  absent, 
as  in  hectic,  then  invtead  of  belnjf  rc(I  tliey 
become  pink.  All  this  howerer,  compara- 
tively, is  unimportant 

Now  in  pyrexia,  nitlio  add  appears  to 
be  formed  in  the  urine  ;  and  the  lithates, 
particularly  the  lithate  i>f  ammonia,  are 
in  excess ;  and  in  consequence  of  the  ex- 
cess of  lithic  acid,  or  of  !i*!i;Ue  of  ainiuonia, 
and  the  i'ormation  of  the  purpurates  by 
nitric  neid,  you  haven  copious  sediment  pro- 
duce*!, which  is  red  ;  and  though  it  is  ori- 
^[innllv  nwinfj  to  the  nitric  acid,  yet  it  is 
tioiue  of  the  lithates,  generally  the  lithate 
of  ammonia,  which  has  been  lenderrd  red 
by  the  presence  of  the  purpurates. 

Now  all  tills  may  he  produced  by  the 
!>ym]>athy  uf  the  ki«luey  willi  any  other  or- 
pin that  is  affected.  From  mm  catarrh, 
wlii^ht  innarnmation  of  the  mucous  nicm- 
bniue  of  the  air  passai^es,  you  will  have 
this  effect  prodnoed.  In  fever,  and  in  ia- 
flamiuation,  the  same  occurrence  takes 
))lac<'.  Tf  there  be  or^^iie  disen"^e,  espe- 
cially of  the  liver,  it  has  a  tendency  to  pro- 
duce pink  sediment — ^dmt  is,  it  causes  an 
nb  en<  e  of  the  yellow  matter,  and  oonae- 
quentiy  it  is  pink. 

Ver>'  trifling  things  will  produce  this 
atate  ^n  some  people.  A  little  pie  crnst, 
or  pastrv',  in  some  may  cause  n  red 
or  yellow  sediment.  Anxiety,  ittroug 
exercise,  or,  as  I  have  said,  tiie  slightest 
causes  or  derangement,  will  give  rise 
to  it.  Hence  Dr.  Prout  has  called  this 
**  The  sediment  of  health,"  though  it 
is  seen  in  disease ;  by  which  he  means  that 
it  oi  curs  fri>m  Mich  slii^lit  lanscs  that  ii  is 
hardly  worth  while  to  eoiisider  it  as  an 
indication  of  disease.  All  is  not  right,  but 
htill  it  will  happen  every  day,  andindecdby 
far  ilicmo»it  fn>quently when  thejMsrsonisin 
a  state  which  you  cannot  denominate  in- 
disposition. Generally  the  redder  or  the 
pinker  the  arine  is,  the  more  ecaoty  is  its 
quantity. 


This  sediment  you  are  aware  docs  not  ap- 
peartilltheurine cools.  Theteinpt  ratureof 
the  tiniH-  when  in  the  body  is  suflicicnt  to 
keep  these  matters  suspended,  and  therefore 
ft  is  fcenetally  made  clear,  and  it  is  not 
till  tlie  fluid  is  cool  that  tlu'  sediment 
appears;  and  then,  if  the  person  a  short 
time  arterward>i  make  water,  the  heat  t»f 
the  fresh  quantity  of  urine  causes  it  to  be 
disscdved  again,  hut  of  course  a  second 
cooling  occurs.  For  thih  reason  we  observe 
tibis  sediment  ftv  more  fret]  neatly  in  cold 
than  in  warm  and  hot  weather.  In  hot 
weather,  though  the  urine  perhaji««  rimtains 
every  thing  necessary  for  such  a  deimsiium, 
yet  it  does  not  produce  it;  bnt  in  cold 
weather,  if  it  so  happen  that  the  urine  is 
not  in  excess — as  it  so  lre<|nently  is — if  we 
are  not  chilled,  if  we  are  in  a  warm  room, 
if  we  do  not  diminish  the  perspiration,  the 
quantity  of  urine  remains  the  same  at 
before,  and  then  on  inukiug  water  in  a  cold 
room  yott  are  almost  sore  to  have  this  sedi- 
ment, although  under  the  same  circum- 
stances in  summer  you  wouM  not,  the 
external  heat  being  quite  suiheieut  to  keep 
these  ingredients  in  a  state  of  solution. 

I  III  it  tics  in  the  Juidc  of  loloiir. — Tlie  sedi- 
ment when  red  runs  by  gradual  appn»aehes 
through  a  light  brown,  the  colour  of  ripe 
hazel  nuts  to  alMoIute  white.  'Flierc  is  tiie 
greatest  variety  in  the  shade  of  eolour; 
fiometime»  it  is  red,  sometimes  it  is  reddish, 
sometimes  it  is  thecolonr  of  a  haxc^l  nut, 
and  so  on,  fainter  and  fainter  till  the  .sedi* 
ment  is  nearly  whi'e,  or  perhaps  quite  s<». 

Ited   ami  pink  tedimettt   shew  anditti.-^ 

When  yon  see  red  and  pink  sediment, 

the  urine  is  nvi^f  at  -d  in  i^cnenil  than 
in  health  ;  and  w  hen  it  approaches 
more  to  yellow  it  is  less  add.  It  shews 
that  there  has  been  less  nitric  acid,  less 
of  the  pnr]>u rates  liavebeen  fonned;  a  le  s 
change  therefore  has  passcil  on  the  lithate 
of  ammonia  by  the  purpurates,  and  there- 
fore you  have  a  fainter  colour.  This  is  all 
very  intcllisfible,  but  it  is  necessary  to  shc%Y 
it,  m  order  that  it  may  be  fully  understood. 
In  those  states  of  the*  body  iii  which  there 
hrtpprns  to  W  nitric  acid  fornud  in  excess, 
vouhuvt:thepurpuratesi  and  the  u  urn  urates 
being  present,  and  onited  wiu  lithates, 
you  have  a  red  or  pink  colour,  just  as  it 
may  be,  and  therefore  you  find  the  u  ine 
in  ihc  case  of  red  or  pink  Midiraent,  avidi 
hot  if  it  so  happen  that  nitrio  aeid 
is  not  formed  in  abundance,  then  of 
course  the  puqiurates  arc  not  jirodnred 
in  so  much  abandonee,  and  lherd«»re 
they  cannot  change  the  colour  of  the 
lithates,  which  naturally  ^\llite,  to  a  red 
or  pink  hue.  Ucnce,  whenever  you  see 
this  sediment  red  and  high  eolonred,  yon 
generally  find  the  urine  very  aeid,  antt  in 
proportion  as  it  is  paler,  goes  thn>ugh  a 


756  DR.  ELLIOTSON  ON  THE  THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE. 


faint  brovxn  and  approaches  to  white;  in 
that  proportion  generally  is  the  urine  less 
aeid,  and  it  even  may  be  deficient  in  the 
natural  quantity  of  acid,  and  be  rather 
alkalescent.  The  u rine  where  there  is  acid 
it  high-coloured ;  but  when  the  sediments 
«re  pale,  and  the  nrine  in  not  add,  liien 
the  urine  grncrally  is  pale  also. 

Oxalic  acid  J'oun*i  in  tht  urine.  —  he- 
•idee  die  nitric  acid,  oxalic  acid  ha« 
beMi  found  in  the  nrine,  and  to  form  a 
scdnnf'nf,  but  it  has  not  been  a  pow- 
dery, but  a  crrstailized  one,  and  it  is  in 
anion  with  tbe  oxalate  of  lime.  Once 
only  has  T>r.  Front  een  a  powdery  sedi 
nent,  what  he  calls  an  amorphous  uu. 
crystallised  sediment  of  oxalate  of  limo, 
and  then  it  was  mixed  with  ammonia. 
We  shall  sec  with  res^ard  to  oxHlnt*'  of 
lioie  that  one  calculu.«i  consiivts  cutirely  of 
it,  and  the  tendency  to  produce  oxalic  acid, 
it  is  saitl,  has  bn  i)  sonu  times  traced  to 
eating  sorrel,  which  coutains  that  parti, 
cnlar  add  $  bnt  of  that  I  will  speak  pre. 
•eatly. 

White  tetiimenU  ro;?,</»/  nf  the  plti^phates. — If 
you  observe  the  sediments  of  the  urine  to 
be  absolutely  white,  then  they  are  not  the 
lithate  of  ammonia,  but  the  phosphate  of 
lime,  the  phosphate  of  magnesia,  or  the 
phoaphatc  4^  ammonia,  or  more  tlian  one 
of  these.  Tn  this  state  of  thini^s,  when 
there  is  this  ab«iolute  white  sediment  of 
the  phosphates  tlie  urine  is  nut  acid  ;  on 
tlie  other  liand  it  it  aUcaline— it  is  abso> 
lutely  alkaline,  or  it  bcrnmc;  so  very 
soon  after  it  is  made.  It  is  rare  certainly 
for  the  urine  to  be  onlte  alkaline.  Some* 
times  the  nrine  is  all  but  alkaline,  and  it 
is  no  sooner  mafle  than  it  emits  a  strong 
smell  of  ammonia.  The  bi-st  test  fur  alka- 
lies is  not  tnrmeric,  but  litmus  oaper  whidl 
has  been  exposed  to  acid.  Rtdileiud  litmus 
IM^ier  is  the  most  delicate  test;  the  smalleiit 
quantity  of  alkali  brings  back  tiie  purple 
nne. 

Variatiflttii  in  thr  urine. — When  thp  sedi- 
ments are  while  and  depend  upon  tiie 
phosphates,  the  urine  differs  in  other  par. 
ticiilar-  from  the  urine  made  when  f  !ii  u-di. 
meut  depends  upon  the  lithate  of  ammonia. 
The  nrine,inste(id  of  beini^  high  oohrared  is 
])ale,  with  a  faint  greenish  hue,  and  instead 
of  bring  seanty,  as  in  thp  cn'^t*  with  acid 
urine,  it  is  generally  abunfiant,  and  very 
soon  after  it  is  made  it  undergoes  snch  a 
ht.;li  dt'gree  of  deeompn-^itiiin  that  it  !>o- 
comcs  veiy  offensive,  and  smells  of  ani. 
monia.  »tiU  there  is  one  exception  to 
this,  and  that  is,  when  lithate  of  .soda  ha> 
been  depo<*itcd.  1  hare  had  one  cose  of 
this  description,  and  I  suppose  others 
have  had  many,  wheiv  there  was  a  white 
sctliment  in  the  u  rine,  but  it  did  not  depend 
Bpoa  the  phosphates,  and  tliereforc  the 


quality  of  the  Tirinr  was  WVr  that  wlrfchta 
seen  when  there  is  red  sediinent.  Thm 
lithate  of  soda,  if  not  coloured  by  the  pnrw 
puratcs,  is  perfectly  white.  It  so  nappcmad, 
in  this  case,  that  the  lithate  of  soda  Tcn< 
deposited  pure,  but  as  it  was  not  a  ph*>^- 
phate  the  nrine  was  not  of  that  quoL'tr 
whieh  occurs  when  the  pfmspbrites  are 
deposited.     It  was  not  abuadaat,  bat 
scanty;  it  was  not  alkaline  soon  after 
it  waa  madai  but  it  was  add,  anA  lingiiil 
litmus  paper  red* 

One  set  of  sediments  consists  of  lithates 
deposited  in  abundance,  aad  they  are  t^. 
nrrally  tinE:r(l  witfi  the  purpnratcs  ;  anci- 
ther  set  are  always  white,  and  thev  arv 
phosphates.  In  one  set  we  have  add  nrine^ 
in  the  other  alkaline;  in  one  set  the  ariaa 
is  scanty,  in  the  other  it  is  ahtintlant — 
namely,  where  there  is  au  alkaline  ftiios- 

{>hatic  disposition;  in  one  it  is  hig-h-cao 
oured,  in  the  other  it  is  pale,  and  fre- 
quently  of  a  reddish  hue.  You  may  aome- 
times  have  pure  lithate  of  ammonia,  mod 
a  white  deposit,  just  as  if  it  were  aaama 
nia,  if  it  so  happen  that  the  puq>aratsi 
are  not  formed. 

Photphatie  Urint  dtptnitvt  vpon  fM6tltl«.— 
Now    tbi';    opposite    state  of   the  nrine 

where  the  phosphates  are  deoosi ted  —  where 
the  urine  b  ahnndaat  and  Uie  nvfua  is  dia> 

posed  to  alkalo  t  (  uey— does  not  shew  aa 
inflammatory  state.  The  other  secretion 
of  urine  shews  an  inftammatory  cunditum, 
but  this,  where  the  urine  is  abundaatt  ia 
alkulcHccnt  and  docs  not  stain  litmns  pa 
per,  is  connected  with  an  irritable  state  of 
the  «y«tem~a  stale  of  iRitation<->a  stateaf 
debifity. 

Th,'  two  conilitinni  nm  into  each  t^tfipr.—. 
However,  these  very  states  run  into  each 
other :  Ton  will  have  persons  making-  al- 
tematefv  one  description  of  urine,  with  one 
kind  of  sediment,  and  then  the  other;  aad 
you  will  hare  persoas  verging  fmm  one  to 
the  other,  so  that  there  is  no  certainty. 
Persons  are  in  a  wrt  of  mixed  tnnisitian 
state,  where  matters  arc  mnch  <  (m,ui>ed. 
Most  probably  they  begin  uitli  acid  atine 
and  the  lithic  deposit^,  and   \i  l  lliix  nrn 

actually  passing  into  the  other  couth tiuu, 
which  is  the  wont  state  of  the  twok 

The  sediments  are  sometimes  seen  to  be 
mixed.  Vom  have  occasionally  lithic  acid 
and  the  liiluitest  in  the  sediment,  and  the 
phosphates  also  at  the  same  time;  so  that 
the  whoh'  state  of  the  i>aticnt  may  be  one 
of  transition.  You  will  sometioiee  £ad 
that  these  conditions  altaraale,  so  that  yoa 
mav  h(>  \ery  mneh  ptml0d,|IMiiaps,iath« 
treatment  of  the  case. 

Urea  abundant  in  Fhosphatie  t/nnr.-— Where 
the  urine  is  atmndant,  pale,  green,  aad  al- 
kalescent, and  tlie  phosphates  are  Hep«. 
sited,  it  is  observed  also  that  urea  ta  in 
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pmit  ubuudajioc ;  but  Dr.  Prout  considers 
Ihiit  it  it  iiJi perfectly  formed  —  tliat  it 
is  the  nrea  whiib  tfives  rise  to  the  abun. 
danoe  of  ammonia,  and  the  way  in 
wbidi  this  opcratet  he  eraceim  to  Im 
the  following: — In  these  eases  the  urea 
is  secreted  in  abundance  :  urea,  you 
know,  is  a  compound,  and  being  badly 
formed,  it  andeigoes  M>tne  cbangv,  wid 
nn'nrds  ammonia:  as  tht  ii  is  not  a  cor- 
rei>|H»udent  quantity  of  phui»phoric  acid, 
tbit  ammmila  precipitates  the  limev 
and  tlien  by  unitinj^  with  ihe  phos- 
phate of  magneiiia  a  triple  salt  is 
formed,  which  is  called  ammoniaco  mag- 
naian  photphati.  This  IS  of  coilTse  a 
phfnjtbatic  sediment,  find  you  may  easily 
know  this  triple  sedioit^ut  by  the  white 
glistesing  paitlclci.  Yon  see  why  the 
urine  in  these  causes  is  alk:il<  srent :  it  is 
because  there  is  such  an  abundance  of  im- 
perfect urea  giving  rise  to  so  much  am- 
monia. 

fitm-evcr,  thoutjh  the  aTiiiiidance  of 
amuiouitt  from  the  diseohed  urea  may 
be  the  c«ose  of  the  deposition  of  thu 
phos}>hati(  sediment,  yet  the  same  effect 
will  be  produced  from  a  deficiency 
of  acid  in  the  urine.  If  there  be 
not  sufficient  phospfaorio  and  sulphuric 
acid,  the  lime  will  beprccipitated»  and  not 
only  the  lime,  but  the  ammonia  and  mag- 
nesia, so  that  you  hare  anmoniaeo-mairiie- 
phd'^phate.  Sdinctime  s  it  is  v-aif]  t!iat 
au  excess  of  lime  is  the  cause  of  the  mis- 
chief; that,  however,  is  rare. 

Thos  yon  see  that  the  urine  may  err 
through  an  excess  of  acid  <>f  one  kind  or 
other,  but  generally  it  is  from  the  presence 
of  aitric  acid ;  or  it  may  err  fnm  a  M« 

cicnrv  of  tin-  nri'N- 

The  sedimeutii  are  sometimes  mere  pow- 
ders, called  am0:j)hou9t  bat  some^es  the 
■  matters  deposited  are  m  a  ciytlalline  state ; 
and  iit  the  latter  case  thtj  nay,  in  the 
first  j>laee,  be  red. 

Lit  hie  Acid. — Now  these  red,  granular, 
crystallizi  1  «.tdimont«  (to  diNtin^uisli  them 
from  powdery  ones}  are  spiculated  ci;)s> 
tais.  Yov  may  see  titan  in  the  mine. 
7'here  will  be  red  crystals  frequently  with 
numerous  spiculw  at  the  bottom  oT  the 
resselj  some  of  liiem  by  chance  may  be 
swimming,  and  some  nay  be  stfekin^^  at 
the  sit!(  "=!  'Hiesc  arp  rery  nearly  pure  lithic 
add :  most  probabiv  from  the  great  qtian- 
tity  of  nitric  acid,  tne  Uthie  add  is  preci. 
pitated.  Sometimes  the  lithic  aeid  is  ab- 
solutely in  exeess,  %*>  that  it  is  not  held  in 
solutiou,  and  therefore  crystals  are  depo- 
sited; but  this  is  not  necessarily  the  ease. 
If  ynn  tuki  urine,  and  add  aeid  to  it,  the 
httiic  acid  wiii  be  precipttatcdj  and  there- 
fore wiicn  joii  see  a  vn  sedineBt  cfystal* 
Used  with  spictthe,yonlnowtfaatlllfiicarly 


pure  lithic  ucidj  but  it  may  arise  rather 

nmn  the  lithic  acid  being  too  abundant,  or 
som»*  arid  )>eing  present  in  the  urine  u  hich 
causes  precipitation.  The  uhosphoric  acid 
will  sometimes  do  this,  ann  sometimes  the 
sulphuric,  but  frequently  it  is  muriatic 
acid,  and  sometime*  it  is  said  CTcn  to  be 
carbonic  acid.  It  must  be  a  weak  aeid  or 
an  aeid  of  weak  strength  to  predpitate 
the  lithie  n(  i<!,  because  any  strong  acid 
will  produce  decomposition.  1  he  urine, 
when  yon  see  this  spicolated,  crystaUlsed, 
red  sediment,  is  usually  very  traospaient, 
and  of  a  fine,  reddish  colour. 

Ammoniaco- Mugnesian  PAmpJkefe.— If  the 
crvstallized  sediment  be  white,  it  is  usu- 
ally the  trii)le  pliosphate  of  mngncMu  and 
ammonia,  and  it  is  called  "  ammoniaco- 
magnetian  phosphate."  The  unne  here  is 
just  the  same  as  if  the  sediment  had  been 
in  powder:  it  is  alkalescent,  abundant, 
pale  and  greenish,  and  soon  becomes  am- 
moniacal,  and  decomposes. 

Oxahtte  tifLime.—\o\\  may  have  crystals 
consisting  of  oxalate  of  lime,  and  then 
the  crystals  are  of  a  dark  green  colour, 
and  the  urine  is  found  to  1)e  acid;  but  thiH 
is  a  very  rare  occurrence,  and  one  which  I 
have  never  seen. 

The  crystallized  deposits  arc  saidneforlo 
be  foun<l  los^ether the  powdery  concre- 
tions, the  amorphous  ones,  sometimes  are. 

URINARY  CAlX't^LT. 

Now  if  it  happemi  that  these  crystals  are 
larger,  or  that  more  solid  natter  is  heaped 
together,  we  gire  to  them  the  name  of 
concretionx.  It  is  merely  \hv  same  thing  on 
a  large  scale,  perhaps  tlic  union  of  several 
of  these,  deposit  over  deposit,  and  a  great 
(]rKintit\  rt"  s»did  matter.  You  may  be 
prepared  to  understand  these  concretions 
from  what  I  have  now  sild  respecting  Kcdi- 
ments,  both  powdery,  amorphoas,  and 
Ciystalline. 

Lithic  Acid  Calculus. — In  the  first  place 
we  have  a  concretion  which  is  merely 
lithic  acid,  and  is  of  a  br  \,  ni  b  r.  d  .  r 
&wn  colonr.  They  are  sometimes  »mooUi, 
bat  sometineB  they  are  tttbereolated,  rather 
rough.  If  you  divide  them,  you  find  that 
they  eonsist  of  cftnrfMitrie  lamitiir  within. 
If  they  are  broken,  nut  sawn,  the  fracture 
hi  imperfectly  erystalliaed,  Mid  of  a  deep 
fawn  e«I(»ur,  like  the  rest.  Sometimes 
they  are  not  in  concentric  laminae,  but  they 
are  an  amorphous  irregular  mass,  without 
plaits,  and  pale ;  but  when  they  are  pale, 
they  are  gen»'ral!\  mixed  wiih  a  little 
phosphate,  or  even  a  litUe  oxuluie  of  lime. 

Chemical  Charnctert. —  Now  if  you  take 
this  eaieulus  and  apply  heat  to  it,  it  be- 
comes wiiite,  and  bums  away,  and  leaves  a 
miaate  quantity  of  white  ash,  which  is 
gOKfaliy  alkaline.  This  calcolns  is  quila 
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soluble  In  potash,  and  you  may  precipitate 
It  affain  by  any  acid.    It  descends  in  the 

f'Tin  <!f'H  whi'n-  |K»w(ler.  If  y»>n  i\>h]  nitric 
and  u  itii  the  ]icut,  it  i.s  dibbolvcii,  and  on 
dryinfi^  it  you  have  a  fine  carmine  coloiur, 
whith  is  crythric  acid.  I  before  stated 
that  when  nitric  acid  is  added  to  Ittinc  acid 
«  fine  scarlet  colour  is  produced,  luid  tbere. 
fore  if  >ou  take  such  a  cnleuhis  as  this  and 
add  <iunvr  nitric  add  to  it,  then  you  hare 
a  rt^l  colour. 

Lithate  tf  Amnmiia  Calcuhi. — But  this 
calculus  i^  rarely  fmiiul  pure:  it  is  gene- 
rally mixed  with  the  lithate  of  ammonia, 
and  it  is  then  dayeolonred}  ratber  paler 
than  the  othtT.  It  has,  bowefer,  the  same 
general  character :  it  is  sometimes  smooth 
and  sometimes  tuherculated ;  sometimes  it 
bas  concentric  plaits,  and  sometimes  it  is 
an  amorphous  irrt'irnlar  mnsi;  htit  it  is 
more  rarely  found  in  the  latter  state  than 
the  caJcufna  of  pure  litbic  acid. 

The  most  common  calculus  of  this  de» 
•cription  is  one  not  of  pnrc  lithir  arid,  nor 

Eire  lithate  of  ammonia,  but  a  mixture  of 
»tb,  and  therefore  whenever  yon  see  a 
calculus  of  the  description  I  nave  now 
mentioned,  yoa  cannot  say  whether  the 
in;.(rrdients  consist  of  one  or  the  otber  j 
hut  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  it  will  be 
found  to  be  a  mixtnn  «<f  both. 

if  lithate  of  ammoaia  exist  in  it,  or  if 
it  he  pure  lithate  of  ammonia,  it  de- 
c. ijiitat«<;  by  heat;  and  if  yon  add 
])i»tash  with  the  heat,  you  soon  hare  ammo- 
nia giren  off.  It  is  soluble  in  the  alkaline 
Bubcarbonates ;  whereas  a  pure  lithic  add 
<-!iI<MdnH  i«'  not,  and  therrfrrre  vmi  may 
tuMly  dintinguish  the  one  from  the  otlier 
by  cnemieal  means. 

A  ealcuhi'',  t  onst»;tinff  of  pure  lithate  of 
ammonia,  occurs  generally  before  puberty, 
and  is  small,  and  rather  uncommon.  Tbe 
most  usual  Uiing  is  to  bave  lithic  acid  and 
litlia'e  of  animoTim 

The  lithate  of  aimnoiiia  c:dculus  is  not 
only  continually  found  mixed  with  lithic 
:u  Id,  hut  it  18  often  mixed  with  oxalate  of 
lime. 

OMataU  itfUnuwr  MuUxnrrp  Calcuha. — The 
next  calculus  which  is  found  in  acid  urine, 
is  oxnlatr  nf  liinr.  This  is  for  the  most 
part  very  easily  known.  It  is  a  brown 
rongrb calculus:'  it  is  exceedingly  hard,  and 
generally  «'\r<  t  dingly  njjrt?*  d.  It  is  t  alli  d 
a  Muih0rrjf  calculus,  from  its  irregularity  <m 
tbe  snrlbee.  Sometimes  it  is  nearly  black. 

If  you  apply  beat  to  it,  a  w  liit*  «niores. 
cenee  appears  upon  it,  and  from  this  i  ir 
cumstance  you  decompose  the  acid,  and 
oxalate  of  lime  no  longer  remains,  but 
|Mm»  lime,  and  this  being  alkaline,  it 
will  slain  turmeric  paper.  Occasion- 
ally Ibis  calculus  has  been  found  smooth, 
but  it  must  be  a  very  small  tise  indeed 


In  be  amooth.   Genendly  It  la  a  wtntmt 

formidable  looking  calenlns,  snch  as  wvmld 
make  one  shudder,  when  yon  r»>memht:T  it 
is  formed  in  the  human  bladder.  it  u 
known  by  its  mggedn^  and  dark  mlomr, 

Ctjfitic  Oiide  r,?/-7,/  rj. — There  is  anotHer 
calculus  which  exists  with  acid  urine, 
which  is  called  cyttie  ortidt.  It  i«  m>  rt-ry 
rare  that  you  will,  perhaps,  nerer  roet.-t 
with  it ;  hut  I  will  describe  it.  This  kin'l 
of  calculus  is  of  a  yellowish  white  colour, 
and  smooth  externally.  Intemallyr,  it  Is  m 
cunfTi^rd.  rnstalline,  glistening  naaa.  Ijk 
point  of  M/e,  it  is  *;mall. 

If  beat  be  applied,  a  peculiar  odour  is 
emitted,  and  it  it  soluble  both  in  acidbi  ttad 
alkalies. 

Phosphate  of  IJme  Cai  ulus.-^  Wc  DOW 

jmss  to  the  consideration  of  otber  calcwll, 

wliidi  exist  with  urine,  deficient  jjvnerallT 
in  aridity,  and  sometimes  bordering  verr 
closely  on  alkaleseency.  These  nrt>  the 
phosphates,  and  the  firet  of  which  I  vi  ill 
speak  is  the  phosphate  of  lime  calculus. 
This  calculus  is  of  a  pale  bnm  u  or  w  hite 
colour:  it  is  very  smooth  and  polidM*d;  it 
has  regidar  plaits,  which  are  vcrv  para- 
ble from  each  others  it  is  rare  and  ^.rnail; 
and  it  is  thought  by  Dr.  Front  not  to  be  n 
true  urinary  caleulos,  bnt  to  be  formed  in 
the  prostate  crland. 

it  is  not  fuiiihle  by  the  heat  of  a  blow, 
pipe;  and  when  yon  dis<?oIre  it,  you  may 
precipitate  it  ai^ain.  Altlmnqrh  this  is  n,'l 
dissoirable  by  heat,  yet  you  may  dissoire 
it  in  muriatic  add. 

Triple  Phmphate  Magnmia  and  Ajnmmrim 
rd/rw/iis.— H'>\vc\«T,  wc  hare  another  phf»<i- 
phate  which,  iiniortuiialtlv,  is  very  com- 
mon, and  this  you  may  know  in  a  omk 
ment  :  it  is  the  triple  phosphate,  con- 
sisting of  phosphoric  acid,  magnesia,  and 
ammonia.  This  Is  white:  it  has  no  Is. 
min»,  and  hi  easily  pulverized  or  broken.  * 
This  calculus  consists  of  the  same  sub- 
stance as  the  white  sand  I  mentioned  :  it 
glistens,  and  consists  of  a  number  uf  mi^ 
nutc,  ;\liitf'.  sparkling;  CTVs.tnl'^.  tlic  «:nr- 
facc  is  uneven;  it  is  covered  with  miuuto 
asperities. 

If  you  apply  heat  or  ]>otash  to  tliis 

cnlcnlns,  aiTininnin  csrn]>cs.  and  thcrp. 
fure  your  chemical  knowledge  will  cua- 
hie  you  to  say  what  it  is.  If  you  applj 
intense  heat  to  it,  it  will  at  la'it  melt; 
but  tliis  is  effected  with  great  diflicnilty. 
It  is  more  soluble  in  acids  than  the 
plinsjdiatc  of  lime,  and  you  may  preci- 
pitate it  a'j:ain  in  the  form  of  minute  shin- 
ing ervstnls.  In  consequence  of  the  addt- 
tion  of  ammonia,  it  is  odled  a  triple  phot- 
phate. 

FutibU  Caicului.—'l  lien  we  have  another 
calculus  which  is  venr  common,  but  not 
quite  so  comnoii  as  the  fint  of  which  t 
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spolce.  This  is  a  compound  of  the  last 
calcnlos  I  mentioned  and  the  last  Irat  one; 
it  c-fin^ists  i»f  phosphate  of  lime  united 
with  the  piiofiphates  of  magnesia  and  am- 
monia. It  passes  under  the  name  of  the 
fkuihte  calcnlQs,  becaoM  it  M  emsily  melti 
under  the  blowpipe.  Yf>M  mnv  Ivnow  this 
ealcnlus  in  a  moment^  bj-  \U  breaking  un- 
der yoar  fingers  like  lo  much  diallc  If 
jou  rub  it  on  your  sleeve,  the  coat  is  ira- 
medintcly  dirtied  as  it  would  bo  by  chalk. 
It  is  exci'cdiiigly  while  and  very  Triable. 
Crenerully,  it  is'  not  laminated,  not  in 
plaits;  but  if  it  be  separable  into  lamina*, 
you  generally  find  the  triple  ph<Miphates 
Mtween  thelunlnap,  in  the  fomi  of  shining 
crystals.  When  it  is  not  laminated  at  all, 
biit  is  a  m^s  like  chalk,  it  sometimes  at- 
tains a  very  large  size. 

It  is  fory  solnUe  in  the  adds,  particttlaily 
diluted  muriatic  acid,  and  it  is  a  calculus 
which  frequently  i^ives  the  surgeon  a  good 
deal  ul' trouble,  comingto  pieceswhcn  heap- 
plies  the  forceps,  jost  asanv  mass  of  chaJk 
w<»Ti1d  do.  Yon  may  easily  separate  the 
lime  from  this  calculus:  by  adding  oxalate 
of  ammonia,  the  lime  goes  to  the  iMttom ; 
and  then  again  the  magnesia  maybe  sepa* 
fated  by  adding  pure  ammonia. 

Alternatins  CaUidu*.  —  However,  we  do 
not  have  this  ealculns  often  in  a  fotm  so 
simple  as  that  1  have  now  mentioned;  but 
very  frequently,  indeed,  we  have  w  hat  is 
called  an  allemating  calmltu ;  tliat  is,  a  cal- 
culus consisting  of  these  varioiu  substances 
in  diflerenl  layers  Tti  by  far  the  greater 
number  of  these  cast-s,  you  will  find  that 
tiie  inner  snbstanoes  arc  ^lose  which  I  fint 
mentioned — lithic  add,  or  more  pwperly 
sprakinsr.  n  enmponnd  of  lithic  acid  and 
ammonia  or  oxaJale  of  lime,  and  then  in 
tile  OQler  part  you  find  the  phosphates. 

The  layers  of  these  altcrnatiu:,'^  «  alculi 
may  be  very  various;  but  generally  the 
nudeus,  the  internal  portion,  consists  of 
lithic  add  or  oxalate  of  lime.  When  a 
patient  has  a  mulberry  calculus,  nature  at 
laH  throws  the  phosphates  around  it:  it 
beeomes  white  externally,  and  loses  a  great 

Sortion  of  its  roughness,  so  that  the  patient 
oes  not  suffer  m  mt^ch  as  before.  The 
external  crust  generally  consists  of  a  fusi- 
ble calculus.  Sometinies  yon  have  laminse 
(if  all  the  three  in^^ndicnTs ;  hut  still  the 
external  cnjuitK  gcucrully  couiiist  of  the 
phosphates.  When  calculi  are  thickened 
this  way,  they  are  often  very  large. 

Chrrfunil  Chitrii(t^<. —  As  T"  the  chcmit  al 
qualities,  they  depend  u|>on  the  layer  y(»u 
eiaminei.  If  yon  inspect  the  outer  layer, 
ynu  find  all  the  characters  of  the  phos- 
phntes,  and  within  there  are  all  the  cha- 
raciers  of  lithic  acid  and  ammuoia. 

Afttsd  CSilailiM.— Then,  again,  we  have 
another  comywund  calculus,  in  which  the 
mau^nals,  instead  of  being  in  alternating 


layers,  are  all  mixed  together.  Generally, 
however,  when  you  see  a  ma.ss  of  this  kind, 
it  dftes  not  consist  of  a  mixture  of  oxalate 
of  lime  and  other  things,  but  litbate  of 
ammonia  and  the  phosphates,  and  then  of 
course  the  colour  will  vary  with  the  eom- 

Sosition.  Accordingly  as  lithic  acid  pre- 
ominates  or  the  phosphates,  so  will  the 
calenlos  incline  to  a  clay  or  white  eoloar, 
and  the  proportions  are  quiie  indetermina- 
ble. A  mixed  calculus  of  this  description 
is  generally  very  hartl,  seldom  Umiuated, 
and  seldom  large. 

Curbt'i  (  i  f  Lime  Cttlnilus. — There  is  ano- 
ther calculus,  called  the  carbomle  ^  iime 
caUulus,  becaiise  it  consists  of  pure  car. 
bonate  of  lime.  It  is  very  lare  and  very 
friable. 

it  has  all  the  characters  of  chalk,  and 
eHervesoss  with  the  adds. 

Xauthic  (hide  C»l  utnt.— Then  there  is 
an  eleventh  calculus,  \n  hich  i.s  so  very  rare 
that  it  has  only  been  seen  uuce:  it  is  called 
ianthir  oiidt. 

The  substance  r  f  tins  is  verv  juTnliar, 
and  by  the  addition  of  nitric  acid  it  be- 
comes yellow. 

Fibrhio'js  Calculus. — There  are  some  con- 
cretions  tlie  bladder  which  have  turned 
out  to  be  nothing  more  than  fibrin. 

/Vstfelf  Ca/etiAu.— Then,  bendes  these 
urinary  calculi,  we  have  calculi  in  the 
prostate,  and  they  are  found  in  two  situa- 
tions: first,  in  the  natural  cavitieii  of  tlie 
gland  $  and  then  they  are  of  a  yellowish 
Drown,  more  or  less  round  nnd  small, 
idomctimes,  I  believe,  these  come  from 
the  kidney.  I  have  psMed  thousands  of 
these  at  diiferent  times,  about  the  sise  of 
pins*  heads.  I  have  collecte  d  some  and 
shewn  them  to  Dr.  Pn»ui,  who  s^ys  they 
eame  ftom  the  prostate.  But  calculi  are 
sometimes  found  in  an  abscess  uf  the  prf)s- 
tate;  and  these  are  much  larger  and  highly 
polished,  and  they  are  chiefly  phosphate 
of  lime ;  and  Dr.  Prout  believes  that  the 
phosjduitr  nf  lime  calculus  found  in  the 
bladder  really  is  a  prostatic  calculus. 
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niiiuuil  and  vegetable  fm>d  more  rapidly 
ferments  than  each  singly  (?);  cructatioa 
throws  up  the  0W«etish  or  sour  matter. 
The  saliva  is  understood  to  retard  firmen- 
tation  :  docs  it  do  so  more  than  water?  By 
mastication,  there  if  a  dioroagh  admixtare 
of  the  matters ;  a  mass  of  small  particles 
being  moistened,  is  taken  down  into  the 
stomach,  diluted  by  the  saliva  and  the  gas- 
trie  floio.  In  the  tendentary  and  literary, 
swallowing  the  nuat  without  chew  ing  it 
leads  to  bad  consequences.  From  ^  bolt- 
hig  bacon,"  people  think  they  can  work 
longer  than  without  it 

Til  *  pylorus  is  raised  in  digestion,  and 
thut>  the  mass  is  retained  in  the  stomach. 
In  three  or  fiimr  hours  it  is  transmitted  into 
the  duodenum. 

Cold  blooded  animahi  disest  as  well  as 
the  warm-blooded  do.  In  the  most  healtl^ 
stomach  slight  fcnnentation  always  occQfS. 
See  Dr.  Rusli's  Thesis.  He  took  various 
kinds  of  food,  and  then  an  emetic ;  and 
though  he  took  alkali  he  alwavs  found  fer. 
mentation.  Yet  it  is  said  that  no  flatu- 
lence, no  acidity,  is  observed  where  diges- 
tion is  perfect  Digestion  was  thought  to 
depend  on  fermentation.  In  the  fowl 
there  is  a  muscle  with  a  cartilaginous  lin- 
ing termed  the  gizzard :  the  animal  will 
sinUlow  BBBall  Btonee  to  Acilltate  the  pro- 
cess of  grinding. 

The  human  stomach  has  longitudinal 
and  circular  muscular  fibres.  Byspcpsia 
WHS  thought  to  be  from  weaknew  of  these 
fibres  ;  the  stomach  could  u<»t  evacuate  it- 
self j  the  matters  would  remain  long  in  it 
This  would  be  a  part  of  the  proximate  or 
pathological  cau.ses  of  dyspepsia.  From 
the  long  retention  of  the  alimentary  mass 
by  a  scirrhous  pylorus,  it  will  ferment  in 
spite  of  the  anti-zjrmic  power  of  the 
gastric  juice :  the  bile  prevents  fennenta- 
tion  in  the  intestines. 

I>igestion  chiefly  depends  on  the  chemi. 
enl  operaticm  of  the  gastric  fluid.  In  some 
creatures  this  fluid  dissolfes  animal  sub- 
stances ;  in  otIiei8»  beiUforous  Tegetables ; 
in  others  both— as  in  omnivorous  animals. 
I/cather  has  been  dissolved.  Bones  also 
were  given  to  a  dog,  yet  no  bone  was 
found  in  the  ftcces,  or  in  the  animal.  In 
a  certain  ca.se  balls  of  ivor>'  were  swallow- 
ed, aliment  being  inclosed  in  them  :  the 
balls  were  partially  dissolved.  Metallie 
balls  were  given ;  they  were  not  dissolved. 
Set  Dr,  Stevfus'  Eiperiments. 

A  vitiated  quality  of  the  gastric  fluid 
oocun  in  dyspepsia :  an  immense  quantity 
of  mucus  is  vomited  ;  sometimes  a  thin 
waienr  matter  (termed  pyrosis,  water- 
brash),  the  stomach  being  quickly  filled 
with  it.  Sometimes  there  is  a  diminntimi 
in  the  secretion  of  the  gastric  fluid. 

7'ho  succus  gastricus  woii  thought  to 


dissolve  the  stomach  itself,  an,  scnia  flftv 

deatli,  holes  have  been  found  in  it. 

Phyfiotogieal  Ctum  «f  Hmmgmr.-^  SsMe 
maintain  the  theory  of  a  contraction  of  tlw 
circular  fibres  of  the  stomach  oci-^siMoi^ 
hunger;  but  a  circular  sectitm  is  a.lwa^ 
preserved — the  sides  do  not  rob  on  e«ek 
other.  Emptiness  of  the  stomacli  data 
not  produce  hunger.  Depletion  uf  the 
vaseiuar  system  will  pnidnee  it,  aad 
sweating. 

The  proximate  (or  pathologic  al)  <-ujtfe» 
are,  weakness  of  the  muscular  fi  bre»  of  Lbe 
stomach,  and  a  vitiated  sacRtisim  oif  As 

gastric  fluid. 

The  stomach  is  weakened  by  t/ver  dis- 
tention, called  a  "surfeit:"  Dnrstoflui^ 

Iiowcver,  are  so  weak  as  not  to  be  able*  to 
support  life.  People  might  be  cured  of 
dyspepsia  by  regulating  the  quantity  th«T 
take  in.  They  fancy  it  is  huriful  to* allow 
the  stomach  rest — that  is  absurcL  The 
luncheon  is  now  a  serious  meal  m  little 
milk,  or  soup,  and  brsad,  is  well  oneagiL 
Allowing  the  stomach  to  contract,  a»  it 
should,  is  tlic  best  thing;  over-dir^tentioa 
will  bring  on  dyspepsia.  A  draught  of 
Ibij.  of  milk,  or  of  wnlier*frael,  will  dim* 
der  the  stomach  of  somepeopla. 

Egmttt  cuuut  returned. — ReplttUm  amd 
pfvperdM* 

The  stomach  being  overloaded  with  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  food,  nausea^  vomiting, 
oppression,  eructation,  heartburn,  and  A  r- 
mentatiou,  are  produced.  Taking  im^fo* 
per  food,  that  is  difteolt  of  digoaties,  or 
disagreeable  to  the  constitution,  or  even 
loading  the  stomach  with  wholesome  food, 
is  equally  the  caose  of  indiaestion. 

Eat  not  a  variety  of  articles  alOBftflMli 
you  will  eat  more  than  is  propm-.  Some 
absurdly  eat  a  little  of  every  thing  at  lahie. 
All  food  diflicult  of  8<^ution  is  difliciilt  «C 
digestion  ;  some  fo«)d  remains  in  thaalok 
mach  for  weeks,  and  keeps  up  dyspepsia* 
as  ham,  bacon,  tongue,  s.dmon.    Ail  fist 
oily  things  are  difficult  of  digestion.  Evciy 
one  after  a  debauch  is  dyspeptic.  One 
used  to  eat  heartily,  and  drink  much  pouch 
at  supper;  the  next  morning  his  hand 
shook  violently ;  he  then  used  much  exer- 
cise, and  ate  uttle  at  dinner.   They  coua- 
teract  it  by  taking  spiriu  in  a  morning, 
which  makes  it  worse. 

Idimxtncrasies^—There  aw  idiai|ynonBkii^ 
peculiarities  of  digestion. 

Some  will  not  oigest  milk,  which  is  in 
general  the  mildest  food  used  ;  yet  a  small 
quantity  msjr  disagree.  One  *  could  not 
'  take  a  little  ooffee^  or  eveom,  hot  it  spa. 
fated  like  jalap.  Eggs,  hard  boiled,  «ra 
difficult  of  digestion ;  s<>ft  boiled  eggs  artj 
goodiyet  they  will  disagree  with  some  per. 
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iHons  ;  Mid  even  eggs  ia  bitciiit  are  diNo. 

ivensd  by  the  indigestion  they  pmduce. 
I     Some  eannut  bear  fish,  as  salmon,  or 
islicll  fish,  musclts,  crabs,  though  in  gene- 
I  ral  they  ure  easy  of  digestion.    Some  can- 
I      >t  take  lioney,  wliich  was  introdui  rtl  liy 

•  tlie  Ambiaufs ;  a  little  has  produced  griues 
i  aud  purging :  so  of  atmwberrice,  chemes, 
I  £&c.  (Tne  odour  of  orange  marmalade  in 
,  a  ctTtnin  liidy  induced  vomitinij.  New 

bread,  uiiii  cuur&e  oaten  ».akt>,  w ill  di^a- 
I  K*"*-''^'  ^^  ilh  some  persons, —  E.B.) 
^       People  digest  the  fiKxl  to  which  tbcy 
I  have  been  accustouied,  as  sailors. 

FtfctiHA.— Some  lose  their  appetite  by 
.  waiting  oeyond  their  usual  meal  time. 

St'tlrutart}  hnhits. — An  indolent,  inn«;tive, 
J   ifittlcuUtrv  life,  begets  dyspepsia  au«i  livste- 
lia.    (He  see  it  in  shoe-makers,  laee- 
,    workers,  rU  rks,  ike.)     Boilily  extrt  ise  is 
.   the  great  !>ubtiidiarypower  to  the  circula- 
tion of  the  Mood.  The  most  eminent  Iite> 
rarv  nn'n  among  the  ancients  were  n  nmrk- 
'    ably  htalthy.    Socrates  nstn!  to  carry  urnis. 
i*lato  (irAoTVY,  broad,  is  the  origin  of  his 
name)  watamaaof  ammMuettatnre.  Xe- 
iiophon  was  a  man  of  j^cot  nrtivity. 
!    (l>r.  Gregory  once  carried  a  mnakel  a^i  an 
'    Edinbni!^  rolunteer;  aodid  Dr.  Samnel 
Johnson.)    In  the  colleges  of  the  monks 
literary  pursuits  were  tir?<f  rombiucd  with 

•  budiiy  iuuctivit;j^.  it  wealtcus  unlouly  the 
body,  but  the  utellectaal  Ainctions  alsM, 
impairs  the  nerrons  system,  and  unfits  for 

'  study  and  exertioD.  (lleading  shortly  after 
'     dinner  ia  bad :  SCO  Dr.  Parie.^E.B.) 

If  you  l)eNt(»vv  tbi'  whole  of  your  time  on 
'  your  studies,  you  will  not  understand  and 
I  remember;  in  devoting  twenty  hours  a 
[  daj»  jottWonId  make  no  progress.  More 
'  progTt's:s  is  made  by  readiuL:  (/rzht  hoars  a 
day  than  eighteen.'  Variety  of  iiludy  is  al- 
'  most*  bat  not  equally,  like  desittinff  from 
'  study;  {e.g.  in  Priestley  and  Bayle.) 
'  Mmit  of'  rtaHing  to  projit.  —  Tn  reading,  I 

I  mark  thus  ( -f )  w hat  seeuii»  true ;  thus  (— ) 
^  what  is  false;  and  thna  what  i«  to  be 
'       inouirrc!  iiitt». 

I         FaitJiiuuii  of  the  mind  destroy  the  appe> 
tite,  and  eaoee  dyspepsia.    For  eiampie, 

the  depressing  ])assion'«,  fear,  grief,  an- 
X  ety  ;  also  joy,  love,  ungrutiBed  sexual 
appetite.  Venery  is  aiiothvr  okuse.  i'aiu 
is  fliso  a  cause. 

Cold  with  moisture  i**  finother  cause; 
it  check)>  i>erapiratioD,  impairs  the  appe- 
tite, and  eaaaea  indigestion.  Peepie  bemg 
U'lviM-d  to  go  into  a  warm  climate  arc  re- 
lieved of  stomach  complaints.  They  also 
escape  by  wearing  flannel  next  the  skin. 
(See  my  statistics  in  the  Edinburgh  Medi- 
cal JoumnI  for  1831,  for  the  plti»'f>'«  nnd 
waams  where  stomach  coinpiamls  prevail* 
One  speciee  is  designated,  from  Ibis  eante, 
r1v<pij>sia  pyrosis— ai/.r/.-r  Eztrme  heat 
is  alio  a  oauaej  as  ia  bakers.— E.B.) 


Narcotics  induce  the  dleeaae.  Tea  is  inr- 

jurious;  it  is  not  merely  the  warm  water, 
vet  warhi  liquids  are  hurtful.  Some  take 
coflee  with  impunity,  whose  stomach  is 
disordered  by  tea.  1  ond  gnen  tea  makes 
my  hand  to  tremble,  and  can.ses  palpita- 
tion :  whereas  other  kinds  of  tea  have  not 
that  bad  effeet  It  will  prerent  sleep,  and 
for  that  purpose  was  introduced  among 
the  Chinese.  He  is  learned  among  them 
who  knows  20,000  of  their  letters;  they 
say  they  have  80,000.  Men  of  lettera 
among  them  must  be  apt  to  fall  asleep. 
The  compositions  of  spurious  tea  are  the 
next  thing  to  poisons.  Some,  however, 
bear  tea  better  thiui  eofTee. 

•Stu(n^o^ii«s.— Tobacco  and  snuff  bring 
indigestion.  The  saliva  is  not  to  be  spit 
out ;  it  assists  digestion.  To  spit  it  out  ia 
hurtful  tn  the  stirmaeh. 

Opium  weakens  the  stomach  and  the 
whole  eonstitntiott ;  as  in  the  Tniks.  Peo- 
ple get  into  a  bad  habit  of  taking  it  at  bed* 
time;  weakness  and  vomiting  arc  the 
effects,  i  got  o&thnia  and  catarrh  from 
leavinff  off  the  flannel  next  my  skin  in 
summer.  The  tincture  of  »tpiniii  put  oft' a 
fit  of  asthma,  but  alterward.s  made  me  very 
weak.  People  who  are  need  to  take  fte- 
quent  opiates  are  subject  to  very  obstinate 
stomach  complaints.  (See  Dr.  ('hristiM>n'«« 
paper,  Edinburgh  Medual  and  .Surgical 
Journal,  1831.)  The  Mahomedans  take  a 
dose  of  opium,  three  pills  before  sumiMiy 
which  serves  ihem  for  the  whole  day. 

Aromatics,  when  long  eontinned,  weaken 
the  stomach,  as  pepper,  high -seasoned 
soup,  &c.  It  is  a  law  of  the  animal  eco- 
nomy, that  excited  action  vicakens  a  part. 
Bitters  also,  il  1  ng  and  freely  used,  do 
harm.  Pciplr  will  vomit  by  iufn-^ion  of 
chamomile ;  so  gentian  in  exce»«i  prolongs 
the  complaint 

The  continued  habit  of  vomiting  will 
occasion  dyspepsia.  Julius  Cipsar  u.sed  to 
take  an  emetic  by  way  of  preparation  for 
a  good  dinner.  (Dyspepsia  from  mineral 
poisons,  lead,  rocrrur^*,  r^TltiTl!lln^ ,  5vr 
in  gilders,  painten,  typc  fouuders.— E.B.) 

Sect.  V. — The  Cur$. 

There  are  (l>  preservative;  (2)  pallia* 
live;  (Jj  curuiive  indications.  1,  To  re* 
move  the  remota  eanses;  \  to  reUeve  Oie 
syTDittoms;  3»  to  restore  w  tone  of  the' 

stomach. 

(Moreoonnectly  t»roesN«{iiemiilmi/i:  I,  to 
palliate  symptoms  ;  9y  curative,  to  remove 
the  catiseo.  remote  and  proximate.  Dr. 
Gregory  diH;i»  nut  give  distinct  contiiia  me- 
dendi  for  the  differentlbtmsof  the  discaiet 
his  views  «»f  tli«'  treatment  were  influenced 
neomarily  by  the  class  of  patients  he  met 
with,  who  were  chiefly  the  affluent  and 
studious.) 

(1.)  Yuu  must  attend  to  the  caascs }  the 
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disease  cannot  bo  cured  by  any  medicines 
(alone).  Avoid  or  remove  tlu-  foitntir  no- 
ceutes.  "  \Vlio,"  it  hns  hi-vu  ii !.  "  is  a 
])errect  phy&iciaa?"  JKe  wliu  can  distin- 
guish what  can  tnm  what  cannot  be  done. 
I  never  saw  one  patient  cured  by  medicine; 
but  hundreds  hy  ntu-iifvu  to  rt»^inien. 
The  remote  cauM^s  mu^t  be  uttemlcd  tuand 
ranoTedy  before  you  con  cure  die  diaeaae. 
Piftplc  niTi  about  to  different  physit  ians. 
In  the  symptomatic  species  care  the  pri- 
mary disease. 

He^men^  as  to  meat  and  f/riii/c— People 
mi^ht  be  cured  by  regulating  the  c)uantiTy 
they  take  in.  Nothing  is  so  good  for  a 
weak  tUnaoBeb.  as  to  gtva  it  full  tioie  to  do 
the  work,  and  time  to  rest  itself;  this  is  of 
more  consequence  than  all  the  Ionics  in 
the  world.  Allowing  the  stomach  to  be 
emptT  for  some  time  is  useAit  to  its  ton^ 
and  promotes  the  jintper  secrt  liun  of  the 
gnstrtc  juice.  ]^Iuuy  wi  uld  get  rid  of  the 
disease  if  they  would  only  take  ball'  of 
what  they  usually  eat,  and  avoid  such  meats 
as  are  diflit-ult  of  dii;tstion.  Otli*  r  j  bvsi- 
ciaiiH  will  have  you  live  on  animal  f<Jod  j 
people  suffer  from  it ;  they  have  tried  it  for 
months,  abstained  from  Tegetables,  taking 
onl^  a  little  bread,  and  the  stomach  com- 
plaints were  as  bad  as  ever.  Never  one 
raoceedcd  by  so  doing.  (One  patient  kept 
turtle  soup  on  his  ^tcrnrt!  }i  wlu  ii  otlu-r 
food  was  vomited ;  auother  retained  onl^ 
toasted  bacon. — E.B.) 

The  mixture  of  animal  and  Tffeteble 
fiiod  is  best;  the  former  alone  is  too  sti- 
mulant I  say,  *'  take  a  little  of  the  vege- 
table if  well  Doiled,  but  let  the  stonuulh 
never  be  loaded."  Some  arc  cured  by  liv- 
ing whrdiv  on  vi  c'ctables ;  1  wouldnotie- 
comuieml  ihm  aU««ether. 

Fermented  brewfii  more  eaaily  digested 
than  unfermented,  as  oatcakes;  yet  oat- 
meal is  more  digestible  as  porridge,  while 
theoftt  cake  disorden  the  stomach ;  (so  will 
bnmbn  ad  so nu  times,  which  is  so  often  rc- 
commendtd.  Tlie  \bi-rm  th',  hiseuit, u hit h 
ia  composed  of  the  finest  iluur  and  ma^c- 
■ia,isgood^E.B.)  UnfennenladwbeateB 
caki-  is  difficult  of  digestion  ;  new  bread  is 
worse  diix<sted  than  stair;  dry  toa»!t  and 
bii^enit  arc  digested,  while  hot  rolls  are 
had. 

People  take  ra^^  oa  stcrs  to  p^ct  an  npy  f 
tite;  they  had  better  abstain  from  the 
oyaten  and  the  dinner  also.  Soland  goose, 
or  gnnnet,  is  also  used  to  give  an  appattte, 
by  stimulattns;  the  stomach.  I  mifa  ft 
strong  objection  t«)  all  fish-saiic^ 

A  proper  aUowanee  of  food  is  requialte; 
a  dry  or  furn  d  ton^'ue  i>  not  always  a  rea- 
son for  low  diet.  (Karly  dinners  are  of 
gn»it  importance. — £.1J.) 
'  DritilL~^Th«y  should  abstain  ftom  useea* 
cent  winr5,  n«  c  lanrt.  Yoii  muil  scarcely 
ever  allow  distilled  spirits ;  occasionally  it 


may  be  pn>per  to  give  brandy,  bm  neverna 
a  common  drink.  A  ^\ass  of  cold  watccia 
belter  for  promoting  ditfc  slion  than  a  cla<vs 
of  wine  or  brandy.  Tea  or  cofl'ee  in  "rw*4p^ 
rate  quantity  is  unoeent  for  them. 

Air,  nerem,  *nd  d'wmion. — Co?»l  air  is 
Q^Mod  ;  |>»^o|)lc  arc  weakened  by  conlintna' 
titeuiseUes  in  doors  in  tlieir  warmth.  Cokl 
weather  eires  ap]tetite,  aa  is  seen  ia  thm 
(ireenlana  whale  fisheries.     Horses  ala* 
that  are  much  exerci-sed  in  the  cool  air, 
cat  much.    Much  weight  is  lost  hy  insen- 
sible perspiration  ineold  weather ;  'this  i»  a 
rnnse  of  hnn'.:rr     Onrirst  d  to  walk  tillhr 
could  cat  a  cruiit  of  bread  with  appetite 
(Friction,  gymnaatiea;  see  Sir  A.  FUooMr 
on  the  broad -sword  exercise.) 

Rccritlar  exercise  gives  strength,  and  jpro 
motes  the  excretions, 

jflnratfiRMir.— (The  moral  managamcflit  is 
important ;  the  ho|>c  and  confidence  of  the 
patients  are  useful;  hence  the  success  nt 
certain  eminent  physicians  in  the  use  of 
very  ordinary  remeaies-«**  UA  est  to«t.'*<^ 
E.U.)  Withdraw  thrir  attention  fiMm 
their  own  complaints;  they  really  make 
them  vnrne;  have  aome  engagement  Ibr 
them,  as  travelling.  It  is  absurd  to  deter- 
mine not  to  think  about  the  complaints. 

The  benefit  from  the  watering-places  is 
from  the  amusement,  and  being  us  chaar* 
fill  c'mi]>Tiiny:  the  faith  of  the  patieiit  i?" 
essential  to  his  perseverance,  and  cfaecrl'al. 
nessof  mind  is  healthful;  a  little  deceit  is 
necessary !  Mental  impressioas  will  cw* 
the  inahidy. 

Emetin. — You  may  give  an  emetic  it^  un- 
digested mutlerB  lodge  in  the  ttwaHb; 
some  think  that  emeties  promote  a  healthy 
state  of  the  gasfi'"  (luid-  They  will 
break  the  morbid  truiu  of  symptoms  in 
Ibvera.  Ipecacuanbnis  better  tkianantiaHiBv 
(alonc^.  He  cauti<nis  of  lhi'«  praetiee.  \ 
would  not  brin^  tlie  mass  up  by  an  eme- 
tic, but  carry  it  downwards  by  a  pur^ 

tivc.    Y  1  n  nimii  timfs  gftr  an  i  m<  tit 

to  clear  the  h'Uil :  where  opjjrcsNion  and  nao- 
sca  exist,  they  are  proper.  Uive  ipecaca* 
•aha  with  tartariaed  nntimon^r,  to  eadta 
speedy  vomiting;  as  lessinjury  isduru  h^  it 
than  by  hintf  nausea.  (This  is  particuJuVu 
bad  iu  die  guutv  subject.)  .An  emetic  wiil 
give  temporary  nltef  ia  stomach  ckm* 
p!:nnts  ;  hot  in  ^eneniJ  awdd  it,  for  ftl^ 
fluent  vomiting  weakens  the  stomach. 

Furgatitf*. — You  also  give  purgativea, 
but  not  such  as  are  too  strong  (wossa.. 
medicines  do  harm);  tlie  milder  pnr^. 
tives  wiU  do— «ven  magnesia  will  be  ca- 
thartic if  there  is  add  on  tlM»  alQmdk| 
(7Tenrv\s  is  preferable — the  common  is  bad 
and  irritant).  Proper  punrativcs  will  «Kar 
thu  Ktoniach :  too  much  puiviiig  Ik  wimkro- 
ing:  Uae  tne  sulphate  or  mngneaia  ui4 
^oda.  or  ma^'tii'sia  three  parts,  rhubarb 
one  part,  ginger  half  a  paxt   To  gire  a 
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moderate  dose  and  repeat  it  at  intervals,  is 
belter  than  hvrger  doses  given  at  once. 
Jala])  ufl'ends  the  stomach,  although  it  is 
better  in  dropsy  as  a  hydra^ogue.  If  me- 
dicine, h«)\vever,  be  made  too  agreealde, 

tiatients  will  take  it  too  often,  which  is 
md;  especially  for  dyspeptics.  Give  the 
pil.  rhci  c(mip.  or  pil.  alois  c.  sapone, 
or  aloisc.  rhei,  in  a  liquid  form  (r^'.  de- 
coct, alois  comp.  Lond.  Pharm.)  The  pill 
T-olocynth.  comp.  is  excellent :  if  it  is  vio- 
lent, take  less  of  it;  it  is  not  apt  to  grijH*. 
I  object  to  r^>u^h  purges,  as  elaleriuin,  as  I 
do  to  rontfh  emetics ;  they  weaken  the  body 
nuuh.  The  dyspeptic  are  much  relieved 
by  the  Cheltenham  waters;  and  in  liver 
coniphiints  it  counteracts  the  effects  of  full 
living  and  want  of  exercise.  I  give  sul- 
l>hat.  nuignesiip,  5j.  in  a  glass  of  water 
every  hour  until  it  operates.  Regular  mo- 
lion  of  the  bowels  is  necessary  to  ^QlmI 
n]»petite ;  it  promotes  the  vigorous  iiiri- 
staltic  action  of  the  stomach,  whicn  is 
necessary  to  emj)ty  it  in  proper  time. 

yilteratitf :  Mercurx), — Avoid  calomel.  I 
do  not  think  it  such  an  "  excellent  remedy" 
fc>r  peoj»le  wh«»  have  "  too  much  bile,"  or 
"  l«H)  little  bile,"  or  "  n<»  bile  at  all."  (Did 
not  (f  rt^gory  undervalue  mercury  ?  The 
pil.  hydrarg.,  hydrnrg.  c.  crela,  calomel 
with  .loda,  will  often  relieve  when  all  other 
medicine  is  ineflicacious.  See  Dr.  W. 
Philip.  Hut  it  will  hasten  ulceration  of 
the  stouuich  in  some  ca.ses).  They  give  an 
alternlive  course  <»f  mercury :  they  sup- 
pose they  can  correct  the  bile  by  it  (spoken 
in  a  tone  ()f  sarcasm).  This  is  an  errone- 
ous  hypothetical  notion ;  guard  against 
the  practice. 

(*n  the  chlorotic  it  will  induce  dysen- 
terj.) 

Autacith. —  If  the  symptoms  of  aciditv  be 
severe,  such  as  acid  eructations,  vomiting, 
spasms,  heartbuni  —  you  give  alkaline 
.salts,  or  earthy ;  as  magnesia,  one  or  two 
scruj)les.  If  this  is  violently  cathartic, 
give  chalk,  with  aromatic  powder.  It 
corrects  the  acid  and  checks  diarrhtea. 
Dr.  Cullen  thought,  that  by  correcting  the 
ai  id  the  cathartic  proci^ss  would  be  hur- 
rie<l  on;  this  is  mere  speculation.  ("  Nul- 
lius  addietus  in  verba  jurnre  maifistri," 
truly  belongs  to  (Jregory.)  The  heartburn 
is  n-lieved  by  absorbents  and  alkalies. 
All  the  medicines  useful  in  lithia.si!«,  are 
those  that  correct  acidity — as  alkaline 
isUts,  liquor  |M»tassa*,  &c.  People,  on  using 
tlie  quack  medicines,  have  been  relieved; 
they  desisted  fn)m  them,  and  their  com- 
plaints returned.  Magnesia  is  the  best 
medicine,  w  hen  used  so  as  nut  to  purge 
excessively. 

The  London  carbonas  potassap  is  good 
for  the  acid ;  it  ncitlier  purges  nor  <K"ca- 
Mons  costiveness,  as  chalk  Aurcs.  It  is  so 
mild  that  it  maybe  laid  *m  the  Uuigue,  or 


washed  dowTi  with  water.  Much  of  the 
subearbonate  cannot  l>e  taken  bv  the  sto- 
mach ;  it  will  neutralize  the  aciif,  it  is  de- 
composed, and  comes  up,  causing  a  pun- 
gent sensation,  w  ith  an  explosion.  (Caus- 
tic alkali,  even  Brundish's  solution,  is 
sometimes  hurtful.)  To  correct  the  acid 
is  a  great  article  of  cure.  Acid  luid  bile 
in  the  stomach  are  weakening  causes. 

Ammonia  will  correct  the  acid,  but  it  is 
too  stimulant;  yet,  in  croup,  as  in  gastro- 
dynia,  it  is  useful.  (Tinct.  valeriauiu 
ammon.  is  good.)  (Dr.  HIackall  told  nie 
that  he  found  lime-water,  with  milk,  very 
useful  in  chtdcrn;  it  allayed  the  vomiting.) 

Aqua  calcis,  lime-wuter,  is  very  useful  : 
there  is  only  one  grain  of  lime  in  one 
ounce  of  it."  One  drank  lb  1600  in  two 
years ! 

Tonics  aud  Cordials. — 1  have  very  little 
confidence  in  them.  I  give  them  because 
others  do,  and  the  ratients  would  think 
themselves  neglected  with<uit  them.  1 
trust  to  the  regimen.  It  is  allowable  to 
deceive  them  for  their  own  benefit.  Saline 
or  an)nmtie  stimulants  are  used.  Some 
cannot  digest  their  AkkI  without  much 
LH>mmon  salt — the  muriate  of  soda;  it  as- 
sists digestion  by  its  stimulus  to  tlic  sto- 
mach, thus  promoting  the  secretion  of  the 
gastric  fluid.  So  does  vinegar.  Some 
think  aromatic  sulphuric  acid  astringent, 
and  good  for  laxity  of  the  muscular  tibre; 
I  do  not  rely  on  the  speculation,  but  try 
the  most  celebrated  ttmic.  (I  have  found 
nitro- muriatic  acid  and  calumba  very  use- 
ful.— K.  B.)  A  moderate  use  of  aromatics 
for  a  short  time,  mav  be  good  for  exciting 
the  stomach  to  expel  the  matters,  therefore 
I  allow  a  small  quantitv  of  the  plainest 
food  with  a  little  salt  and  mustard.  In  a 
household  b(M)k  of  the  Duke  of  Northum- 
berland, for  A.D.  I6(K),  one  hundred  and 
fifty  gallons  of  mustard  were  set  dow  n  an- 
nually for  his  family. 

(Cubebs  cure<l  .some  of  mv  patients. — 
E.  B.)  Armoracia,  horse-ra((ish,  is  not  to 
be  used  constantly. 

Bitters  are  not  to  be  trusted  to  for  re- 
storing slrem^th,  to  the  neglect  of  regimen. 
Gentian,  calumba,  chamomile,  are  used  ; 
the  strengthening  effect  is  limited,  and 
long  use  of  them  will  weaken  the  stomach 
(and  inflame  the  mucous  membrane).  I 
never  go  on  with  longer  than  four  weeks. 
People  declare  that  the  stomach  has 
been  relieved  by  bitters :  they  are  u.sed 
for  the  gout,  which  dei^nds  on  dl.sorder 
»)f  the  stomach ;  they  prevent  the  gout. 
Dr.  Heberden  s{>caks  favourably  of  them, 
yet  Dr.  Cullen  says  that  no  one  lived  three 
years  after  being  cured  of  gout  by  them! 
\  would  give  them  in  modemtion.  I  give 
carbiuuite  of  pot&ss,  with  einnamtm  or 
|)ep|>cnuint  water,  and  tinct.  gentian, 
comp. 


7m 


ANALYSIS  or  THB  FLUID  OF  A  HYDROCfiLB. 


Tbey  complain  much  of  flatulency :  a 
little  tmlphurie  ether  produces  « f^reitt  dif> 

thaitjo  of  llatiiH.  It  is  ii  most  jKiwcrful 
stiniiilus;  so  is  tt  mix^ture  of  tinrt.  card, 
aroo).  utj.  cionam.  and  spirit,  amraon. 
aiom.,  or  the  carbonate  o\'  ammonia  and 
axsafuetida:  e  g.  Mist.  Assafoetida*,  ^^ss. 
Hp.  Amnion.  Arom.  3s8.  will  relieve  pain. 
(Chlorine,  the  Bath  waten,  and  iocttne, 
were  not  I  '^tirod  by  Greg'ory.) 

Ciiiehuna  has  answered  well:  #  g,  Folv. 
Cort  Peniv.  3ss.  bis  die,  or 

Hi  Decoct  Cinchon.  7)\.:  Acid.  Sulphur. 

I  ol^eetto  givioff  a  ftdl  dote  of  the  tino- 

ture,  it  is  as  ban  as  a  dram.  (Qaiidae 
was  not  then  in  use.— E.  B.) 

R  Carbon.  Ferri,  Extract.  Cinchonaj, 
partes  c<juales(or  Sulph.  Sodrp,  Corb. 
8od^,  Sulph.  Ferri,  et  Tr.  Gentlaily 
in  chlorotic  djBpcpaia.) 

Inm  will  make  the  stools  black.  Mine 
ral-irnn  sprini^s,  as  at  Tunbridape,  Scarbo. 
rough,  Peterhead,  are  useful,  by  washing 
out  the  urinarv  passageft:  wathiiig  out  the 
whole  Rj'stem  t)y  a  larafc  qnantity  of  water 
is  good.  (Oiruretics,  an  eulchicum  and 
tamxaewD,  F  have  found  Tcry  useftii  in 
SDiue  stomach  complaints;  particularly 
good  in  chronic  inflammation  of  the  mu. 
cous  membrane,  hnt  bad  in  spasmodic  af> 
fectiui)!^  of  tile  nuucnlar  tad  liiloos coats. 
^E.  B.) 

The  oxide  of  zinc  is  used  as  a  tome,  and 
the  snboitrate  of  bismoth,  gr.  ¥. :  it  is  not 
hotter  than  others. 

Muria*  calcis  u  a  tonic  extolled  fur  aero. 
fUa;  and  moflee  baryta,  of  which  Ignve 
100  drops,  and  produced  vomiting,  line, 
toia  ferri  muriata  and  ammoniata  are 
used.  Dr.  l-'otheigill  .hh^s  liiat  tiiu  best 
eflTeet  was  from  their  l<wding  and  disor- 
deriiiir  t!i  >  stomach,  5;o  that  the  patients 
would  nui  take  so  much  food ;  and  this  re. 
Uered  tiie  complalnti.  (They  create  try- 
tbism  of  the  mucous  coat.) 

(Nitrate  of  silver  and  balsam,  pemv. 
liave  been  used  suceessfully  by  me.) 

Sca>bathing  was  good  "in  a  case  of  nr> 
gfrnt  thirst,  from  a  m.trhid  sTn!r  of  the 
stomach.  Cold  water  on  the  surface  of 
the  bodv  is  a  powerful  tonic ;  the  shock  is 
a  stimoJns;  if  long  applied  it  is  a  power, 
ful  sedative.  It  trivcK  a  keen  appetite.  It 
is  only  the  transient  application  of  cold 
that  is  good :  if  the  patient  remain  edd, 
yon  must  suspend  the  remedy. 

i^isjpAorfiia.— There  is  great  sympathy 
between  the  ddn  and  stomach:  naasea 
and  vomiting  are  relieved  by  promoting 
perspiration.  Rubbint^with  oil  was  n  pnrt 
of  the  ancient  regimen  for  preserving  liie 
health:  the  Ariction  promotes  the etrengib 
of  titc  muscles  and  penpimtieii. 


Tepid  bathing  is  ussetiil  lu  d&j^cli«A^ 
spiriti.  Use  it,  and  gradnally  briofg  it  w 
the  cold  hath :  the  f<»rmer  is  aalutorv  f>- 
both  tiie  dvspeptic  and  hypoctK>n<iriai;. 
A  very  hot  bath  is  hurtful  in  apopiecisc 
eases ;  in  the  paralytic  nlao  it  ia  um  sn 
mulatiniT.  * 

NarcMic*.  —  Opium :  you  will  rc^iev; 
pain  bv  it,  after  eonectinpr  tlie  mea^. 
Dr.  Cullen  rcconi mends  it  in  ]>yr«»«»is. 

(The  pil.  sapon.  c.  opio  is  goofl,  it  tiie  »f 
cretions  of  the  stomach  are  excessive.  I  our 
met  a  gentleman  who  said  he  ImuI  tak*« 
4(K>  p^mins  a  day  :  he  shewed  me  m.  box 
four-grain  opium  pills,  four  of  wbicbhc 
at  that  time  took  daily  lAer  di«»<w.  Sv 
the  Confessions  of  an  Opinm-Eater.  Tht 
prussio  acid  had  not  come  into  use  at  tie 
time  of  Gregor}''s  lecturing.  IhareprutLti 
its  gr^t  virtue  in  dyspepsia.  Coanter-iifi- 
tantson  the  epigastric  are  powcrrul  rerae 
dies.    The  emp.  cumin,  co.  cured  a  drmi- 
Ihl  periodical  attack  of  nstrodrnim  in  mt 
own  jH-rson,  brought  on  by  the  habits  c 
nected  with  travelling  in  Italy,  in  tb^ 
year  1823.— E.  B.) 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  FLUID  OF  A 
HYDROCSLB. 


To  tk§  Editor  rf  tht  MetUcmi  Gmxtnt. 

Sir, 

You  will  oblige  us  by  inserting  in  your 
journal  the  fiillowiug  analysis,  wbich 
we  have  have  just  completed,  of  the  Onkl 
of  a  In  ilrocele,  curious  from  t!i<-  f  ti  t  that 
rather  a  eouHiderable  quaiiULy  ol  cholc*- 
tcrine  w  arn  detected  in  it ;  aiid  oUhuu^^b 
M.  Brcschetand  Dr.Christison  Jinve  bolb 
noticed  its  occurreoce  in  this  a:>  wollas 
other  morbid  secretions,  still  we  belie^i' 
no  detailed  analysis  has  yet  U^n  pub- 
llshed.<— We  are,  sir. 

Your  obedient  sen  anta, 

R    If  BUETT, 

GoM )i>G  Bird. 
Gay's  Hoqptlsl,  Augaat  8Q,  im. 

The  iinid  in  qneftion  was  of  a  dark 

Pfrtimmis  appraranre,  with  brilHriTjf  crr»- 
tailine  lamella  doatiiig  throug^h  it : 
these  last  subsided  to  the  bottom  of  the 
eontaininf^  vessel  on  reposure.  It  uii. 
derwont  coagulation  hy  ooilinLi"  and  the 
addition  uf  nitric  acid,  as  als(»  by  actMic 
acid  and  the  Icrro-cy an uret  of  uoUHsdum. 
When  a  portion  was  coa^uuled,  ami 
the  dry  man*  resulting'  from  the  conti- 
nued applicaliou  of  bent  treated  with 
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l>oiliii|r  UisttUeU  water,  Uic  whole  filter- 
ed, mnd  the  aqneoaa  tolnCion  evapofsted 

to  a  few  droug :  tbe  subsequent  addiCioB 
of  nitric  acid  ratisnl  no  play  of  colntirs, 
indicative  of  tbe  presence  of  biliary 
matter.  When  a  portion  of  the  fluid 
was  throws  upon  a  filter,  tbe  thinner 
portions  pa8S<'d  lliroii<rIi  vrrv  slowly: 
after  the  filter,  with  its  content!;,  had 
been  dried,  the  j^apcr  wan  found  to  be 
fltained  of  a  reddiali  browa  ooloar,  umi. 
lar  to  tKat  produced  by  stains  of  blood 
of  lonnf  standinnr  After  continued  wa-sh- 
ing^,  the  cry&uUiue  residue  was  Ireed 
entirely*  fron  aaliNir,  and  exbibiled  tha 
IbllowtUK  prrtporties,  of  a  brilliant  white 
colour,  cofisTstitii^  of  distinct  erjatalHne 
platea,  requuiug  a  tt'nii»erature  of  267** 
r .  for  ita  fusion ;  soluble  in  ether  and 
alcohol;  not  soluble  in  caustic  potass  or 
water;  undei^ingf  solution,  with  the 
evolution  of  nitrous  acid  futnt  s.  when 
boiled  in  nitric  acid,  aud  yiciiiin^  bj 
ev  aporation  an  oraage-eoloiired,  bnttle, 
and  readily  fusiUenUHM,  tolable  iu  al- 
cohol, nv(\  rrystallizing  in  nee<Iles  b^ 
apontaueouti  cvapor^un  (the  choleatenc 
acid). 

500  fcr*.  of  the  floid,  without  filtra- 
tion, were  evaporated  over  a  water-bath 
to  dryness  and  the  residue  found  to 
weigt  68  5  grs.  leaving  441-5  for 
the  weight  uf  water.  Tbe  ooa|^ulated 
mass  was  then  boiled  in  five  or  six  times 
its  bulk  of  jilrolif.l,  wholf  rapidly 
filtered,  and  the  tiitcr  well  wa«he<l  with 
boilini^  alcohol;  the  filtered  fluid  and 
waahinga  were  then  evaporated  to  drj> 
tif  ««,  and  th»'  resulting"  mass  found  to 
wriffh  tili  gTs.  This  was  boiled  in  a 
solution  of  caustic  potass,  and  filtered: 
wlcit  remained  on  tne  filter,  after  b -in^ 
well  fihMibcd  aii<i  dnCiI,  w  is  in  thr*  form 
of  white  crystalline  plates,  wri.x}rin{r 
6  4  g^rs-,  leaving  '9  for  the  weight  of 
animal  matter  and  aalta  diaoolred  out 
by  caustic  i>otass  and  water :  the  salts 
were  fntftKi  to  con^f"<t  "f  ilkrilinp  sul- 
phates, chlorides,  and  phobphutcs.  The 
albuminous  extract,  after  l>ein|^  thus 
treated  with  alcohol,  was  boiled  with  a 
cousiii*  r.iM'-  «njantity  ofdistilird  water, 
until  nothing  more  could  be  taken  up. 
The  atpieous  filtere<l  stdution  yielde<l  by 
evaporation  an  extract  weighing  1*3  gr.: 
this,  when  ignited,  left  a  s.iliiu-  n^iduc 
weighing '37,  which,  deduct<nl  fn  in  I  .'J 
gr.,  gave  *70  aa  tbe  weight  of  animal 
aialter  soluble  in  water.  The  ealla  re- 
mored  hjr  weter  were  of  the  aame  €ba> 
neter  aa  those  pretkiualj  remwcd  hjr 


aic4diol.  500  parte  of  the  fluid  coitMstcd, 
therefore,  of 


Water   4UM 

Albumen  and  eolouring  matter  of 

the  blood   ^l-O^ 

Cholesterine                           .  5*40 

Animal  matter  and  salts  aolnble 

in  alcohol   "90 

Animal  matter  soluble  iu  water  .  .  *?(» 

Salts   -37 


RECLAMATION. 
To  iha  Editor  of  tko  Modieoi  GMsrette. 

StB, 

In  the  last  number  of  the  Medical  Ga- 

zrtt'^  it  has  been  a.sserted  that  I  eoiisi- 
dcred  the  crystallization  pnxliiccd  in  a 
solution  on  the  addition  of  nitric  acid,  to 
form  tlie  only  test  to  be  relied  on  in  the 
detection  of  urea.  'Sow  m^*  words  w  ere 
as  Htllows : — "  Cryst.'illization  on  the  ad- 
dition of  nitric  acid,  has  been  used  iu 
theea^  researches  aa  tbe  principal  and 
most  indispensable  test.'*  lamaorryto 
obscrv»>  so  nn])lcas3nt  a  representation 
of  the  original  text.  A  reference  is  also 
made  in  support  of  an  assertion,  which  I 
have  never  east  any  doubt  upon,  viz.  that 
the  presence  of  urea  iii  the  blood  has 
been  su))posed  the  cause  ol  the  jtci  tiliar 
symptoms  mauifo^ted  in  ana.sarca  with 
eoagnlable  urine.  Now  all  that  I  said 
wai,  thai  urea  had  never  been  declared 
present  in  r'»  »M'>  case  <^C  f}n"  alnn  c 
scriptk>u,  w  hich  is  ^uite  couipatibie  mth 
tbe  former  opinion,  sinee  these  peculiar 
symptoms  (such  at  head  affection,  Vc.) 
tfiiHitrb  always  to  be  dreaded,  are  far 
from  beiug  preaent  in  erery  such  case  ol' 
anasarca. 

As  r^rards  tbe  cry  stallisation  whteh 

your  authors  say  the  fatty  matter  of  the 
blood  is  ca^>al)lc  of  nroducino-  on  the  ad- 
dition of  nitric  acia,  1  never  wa^  fortu- 
nate enough  to  obaenre  it^  and  fW>m  mr 
own  experience  am  coDvinoed  that  al- 
tbough  iiifrif  r\cid  does  not  materially 
interfere  with  the  crystallization  of  biea- 
rine  from  the  warm  alcohtdic  s<dution,  I 
am  very  confident  that  any  |)ortion  of 
fatty  matter  renin  in  in;,'-  disMd>  cd  in  cold 
alcohol,  in  ijuite  incapable  of  affonliitjj 
any  reaction  w  hich  can  be  conluseil  witfi 
the  crystallization  of  urea;  and  even 
were  tfiis  the  ease,  there  are  marks  of  dts> 
tiuction  which  eannot  be  well  over* 
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looked.  The  nnmenclaturaiiaed  byllMie 
Ureiitlemen  is  hij^bly  inailiiibsiMe,  fiir 

since  the  stearic  aricf  <]n<-^  nM  enter  into 
the  ronstitution  of  liiiman  tat,  the  Icria 
uitro-stearie,  ap|>Iieci  to  an  acid  iirocured 
from  the  bimuui  siibj«H  t,  is  deciaedlj  ob- 
j«etionab!e. 

Tn  f'oTK'lusion  allow  mo  to  remark, 
that  1  have  procured  urea  from  blood  by 
the  digcftion  ot  water  on  the  dried  aleo- 
holic  extract,  whidi  entirely  sets  aside 
the  ronfiHioii  which  it  is  iinajfinrd  jni^'-lit 
arise  I'roiii  the  presence  of  fatty  uuiltcrs. 

"By  the  insertion  of  these  few  remarks, 
you  will  mudi  oblige 

Your  obeoient  servant, 

G.  O..K££S. 

Guy's  HoHpUal, 
Aaf.37»  IMS. 


CASE  OF  RUPTURE  OF  THE 
DUODENUM. 

2V  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Oaxetie, 
Sir, 

Tov  will  oblige  me  by  reoording  tfans 
case  in  the  pages  of  your  Talaable  pab- 
licatioa. 

I  am,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 
J.  Collier, 

M ember  of  tli c  Tl o yal  C«U^  of  SorgMMS. 
Bruklcr.  Augtut29,  1888. 

William  Baldwin,  aged  13  years,  was 

on  Saturday  morning  last  attending^  to 
the  work  o4  a  hori^e  ebum;  and,  whilst 
making  water,  unluckily  placed  iiimself 
with  bis  back  to  an  adjoining  wall. 
The  {H)1e  of  the  machine  in  its  rotttkm, 
coniinjr  towards  him,  spare  brm  a  very 
severe  blow  on  the  abdomen,  iu  tlie  um- 
bilical rej^ion,  causing  a  most  excmciat- 
ing  sensation.  He  was  instantly  taken 
up  and  carried  into  the  house,  and,  as 
soon  be  eonld  ^speak,  said  lie  thought 
it  would  have  burst  hini.  Shortly  after- 
ward he  vomited,  for  whieb  he  drank 
brandy  and  water;  and  after  a  time,  be- 
\f)tr  "sonipwhat  relieved,  expres«;rd  a  wish 
to  fro  home,  a  distance  of  a  mile  and  a 
half.  He  walked  the  first  mile  with  be- 
hur  led,  but  was  obliged  to  be  carried 
the  last  li:iir-niile.  Tie  told  bis  pnrents 
w  here  and  in  what  manner  he  was  hurt. 
His  symptoms  not  being  urfjent,  the 
friends  delayed  calling  in  any  assts- 
tance ;  he  was  therefore  put  to  bed,  and 
remained  there  two  or  three  hours* 


PTURE  OF  THE  DUODENUM. 

At  two  in  the  aliemooil  he  ^fot  oji, 
dressed   himself,    and   walked  down 

staiiN,  and   staved  till  sevcTi    o'clfH-k  ; 
now  beinii^  l  ititrueil.  In*  returned  t«»  Imm} 
During  the  day  iic  had  frequent  %  oinit- 
ings  of  water^  fluid;  the  atomacli  rt- 
jected  every  thing;  and  in  the  eventi^ 
lie  brought  np  bilitnis  inatf«  r     At  i  leTf  o 
o'clock  a  sudden  colUp.>>e  ensued  ;  the 
fiiends  were  alarmed,  and  sent  oflT  lor 
medical  aid.    I  visited  him  directly,  hm 
be  expiri'fi   l)i-f"'ire   mv  :irri^al,  liavii^ 
survived  the  accident  thirteen  hours. 

Ou  inquirv,  I  leamt  be  had  tit^itber 
TOmited  blood,  nor  passed  any  by  the 
rectum;  indeed  the  bowels  were  not 
evacuate  d  since  the  receipt  «»r  fhc  in- 
jniy ;  he  had  voided  urine  three  or  four 
times,  which  was  not  at  all  bloody.  The 
abdomen  shewed  no  evtm  nal  marik  of 
violence,  nor  any  particular  ftilnr^s. 

Post-mortem  examination. —  I'bc  ab- 
domen was  distended  with  gas  and  san- 
guineous fluid.  The  intestines  flni 
seen  did  not  f  xhiMt  nnnatnral  eban^rs; 
but  on  traeing  them  throughout,  thr 
principal  seat  of  the  injury  w  as  fuumi 
to  be  in  the  duodenum,  jnst  after  s«r. 
rounding  the  head  of  the  pancreas,  in 
wliieh  part  a  rnntplete  s<  j> :ir;«ri"n  had 
taken  place  where  it  cros&es.  the  st>eond 
lumbar  rertebra.  Both  apertures  were 
ragged,  and  of  a  livid  colour;  the  lower 
was  loose  and  floating,  Mnd  portions  of 
digeMed  aliment  effused  in  tiie  abdcimi. 
nal  cavity. 

On  the  left  side  of  the  spine,  where 
the  jejimum  commences,  was  seen  a 
large  perforation  in  the  gtit,  the  siaee  of 
a  shilling.  There  was  infiltration  of 
blood  betwe»i  the  layers  of  the  aeo». 
eolon,  and  still  more  so  into  the  cellular 
lerrobrane  around  the  left  kidiny;  but 
the  kidney  itself  was  uninjured.  The 

Jteritoueum  in  front  of  the  kidney,  and 
ikewise  at  the  root  of  the  meaeotefr, 
was  eccbymosed. 

TIm'  l!\erwas  pale;  and  on  the  nnder 
pan  ui  the  right  lobe,  near  to  the  edge:, 
were  seen  two  small  lacerated  wounda, 
each  half  an  inch  in  length.  The  gall- 
bladfb  r  was  entire,  containing  a  small 
quantity  of  bile.  The  other  viscera  did 
not  appear  unnatural. 

Remarks. — I  am  indur<Ml  to  off\  r  an 
accoinit  of  this  case,  as  the  synij)tritns 
herein  detailed  were  le^is  sctere,  and  the 
sudden  collanse  much  more  protracted, 
than  is  usually  met  with  where  the  in* 
testines  are  ruptured. 
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ASPHYXIA  AND  DEATH  FROM  EXPOSURE  TO 
THE  FUMES  OF  IGNITED  CHARCOAL; 

H'ilh  Remarks  on  the  Presumption  of  Surviivr- 

ship. 

By  M.  Sardaillon*. 


A  LIVELY  and  healthy  child,  <ibout  seven 
years  of  ag-e,  went  to  bed  after  a  lig^ht 
supper  of  soul).  Towanis  the  middle  of 
the  flight  he  necanie  disturbed,  and  ut- 
tered S(»nie  plaintive  and  convulsed  cries. 
The  father,  who  lay  near  the  head  of 
his  bed,  got  up,  but  presently  found 
himself  overcome  with  weakness,  and 
fell  insensible  on  the  floor.  The  mother 
next  anise,  took  the  child  in  her  arms, 
fainted,  and  sunk  on  a  chair.  After  a 
time,  how  long  she  C(Mild  not  say,  she 
revived,  and  found  her  boy  on  the 

floor.  Artrijjhtetl  and  in  the  dark,  she 
lost  mucii  time  in  ImiKini;-  for  water  and 
vinei>far  to  sprinkle  on  her  husband  and 
child.  Tbc  father  at  last  recovered  his 
senses  ;  but  the  boy  was  deud. 

It  appeared  that  the  child  was  in  the 
habit  of  having-,  during  sleep,  convulsive 
movements  of  the  jaws  and  upper  limbs ; 
often  while  in  bed  he  used  to  suflcr  from 
impeded  respiration,  but  was  imme- 
diately relieved  by  altering  his  posture 
into  one  less  horizontal,  and  by  asper- 
sion of  vinegar  and  cold  water.  He  iiad 
passed  worms,  and  was  subject  to  in- 
continence of  urine. 

The  b(»dy  was  examined  :i3  hours  af- 
ter death :  its  position  was  easy  ;  no  dis- 
onler  about  the  clothes,  nor  mark  of  cord 
or  lig-ature.  The  muscles  very  stiff ;  the 
face  C(d<iurless  and  livid  ;  a  violet  co- 
loured redness  of  the  j)arts  most  depen- 
dent; a  slight  e.xconation  of  the  left 
side  of  the  neck,  just  l»elow  the  ramus 
of  the  jaw ;  also  a  little  mark  of  the 
same  kind  on  the  lower  part  of  the  chin 
of  same  sijie.  The  epidenuis  alone  was 
engaged  in  these  abrasions ;  there  was 
no  mark  of  eccliymosis  or  inflaniuiation 
about  them.  The  mouth  was  filled  with 
a  foamv  saliva  ;  the  tongue  covered  with 
a  whivish  coat ;  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  intestines  lined  with  a  thick  mem- 
braniform  layer  of  pretty  tough  mucus, 
beneath  which  the  tissue  was  found  in 
its  full  integrity, — the  thickness  of  the 
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layer  becoming  gradually  less  from  the 
stomach  towards  the  g-reat  intestine. 
No  trac«  of  lesion  about  the  abdominal 
viscera.  In  the  chest  there  was  found 
alKiut  a  glassful  of  limpid  serum,  of  ra- 
ther an  umber  colour.  The  pleura  cos- 
talis  of  the  left  side  slightly  red,  from  in- 
jection of  the  subjacent  capillaries.  The 
substance  of  the  lungs  gorged  with 
brilliant  red  blood ;  apparently  hepa- 
tized,  yet  crepitous  through  its  whole 
extent.  The  bronchus  and  bronchia 
filled  with  foamy  mucosity ;  their  lining- 
membrane  of  an  uniform  violet  red  co- 
lour, the  intensity  of  which  diminished 
sensibly  as  it  w.is  seen  near  the  larynx. 
The  heart  very  firm  in  its  texture ;  the 
riffht  ventricle  smaller  than  usual ;  the 
lelt  forniinjjf  two-thinls  of  the  entire 
bulk  ;  its  parietes  seven  or  eight  lines 
in  thickness.  The  veins  everywhere 
gorged  with  a  semi-liquid  blooil.  The 
dura  mater  so  closely  adherent  to  the 
cranium,  that  the  onlinary  method  of 
takiui^  ort*  the  latter  could  not  be  fol- 
lowed. No  lesion  of  the  arachnoid. 
Considerable  fulness  of  the  veins  and 
cerebral  sinuses  with  a  dark  red  blood. 
On  slicin<if  the  brain  a  remarkable  quan- 
tity of  blood  exuded.  No  appreciable 
quantity  of  serum  in  the  ventricles. 

The  integrity  of  the  alimentary  canal 
altogether  exploded  the  idea  of  poison- 
ing, and  dispensed  with  the  duty  of  exa~ 
mining  its  contents. 

But  the  state  of  the  respiratory  ap- 
paratus, and  of  the  brain,  leu  us  to  think 
that  dcatli  was  produced  by  a  lesion  of 
one  orother  of  these  org-ans.  At  the  same 
time,  from  the  age  of  the  deceased,  and 
the  nature  of  the  chang-es  in  the  air-pas- 
sages, we  could  not  help  believing  that 
the  cerebral  congestion  was  secondary 
to  the  disturbance  about  the  lung's,  and 
that  the  child  died  of  asphyxia  rather 
than  a|)oplex  v.  The  slight  excoriations 
about  the  neck,  however,  could  not  in- 
duce us  to  believe  that  asphyxia  was  the 
result  of  strangulation;  for,  besides 
their  slighlne>>s,  the  state  of  tlie  skin 
and  surrounding  parts  made  us  presume 
that  they  were  inflicted  after  the  death 
of  the  child.  The  deceased,  moreover, 
had  fallen  from  his  mother's  anus  when 
she  fainted,  and  on  her  revival  was 
found  on  the  floor  near  the  st/»ve. 

The  place  in  which  liie  child  and  his 
parents  lodged  was  on  a  ground  floor — 
a  small  room  not  above  c'iQjtjhaL^r  nine 
feet  s(|uare  ;  and  it  wa*;  rongfly  heated 
by  a  stove  which  was*  ..tndJeu  only  a 
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few  hoait  before  ibe  aoeidest.  There 
eottld  be  no  ressonahlc  doubt  of  the  ns- 

tiirc  of  the  bnv's  <loalIi  ;  all  llii*  circuin- 
stances,  j)?itbH!oy:iral  a?*  well  ds  moral, 
6hc\ted  tiiat  iLe  deceased  had  been 
asphjxiated  the  Mine  came  whieh 
operated  so  violently  on  the  parents 
muo ;  and  from  %nme  physiological 
considerations^  we  thoug^ht  we  eonld 
easily  account  for  the  death  of  the  ebUd, 
while  the  parents  wete  enabled  to  reco- 
▼er  from  tnr  effects  of  tin*  di  loterious 
influence.  Tin*  air**  of  the  deceased ; 
the  hy|>ertrophy  noticed  in  the  left  ven- 
tricle ;  and  toe  traces  of  pleurisy  which 
were  obserrable  in  the  chest, — all  in- 
duced us  to  this  opinion.  Thou  f  bp  more 
robust  constitution  of  the  father  supplied 
us  ah»o  with  a  reason  why  the  effects  of 
tbe  accident  were  more  stronj^ly  marked 
in  him  than  in  !iU  \vifc;  fur  it  has  been 
observed,  1.  that  the  functions  of  circu- 
lation and  respiration  are  carried  on 
more  rapidly  ami  vi;,'^orouiljr  in  propor- 
tion to  the  youth  of  the  subject;  2.  that 
in  adult  a«fc  these  fuiirlit»ns  arc  more 
active  in  the  male  than  in  the  female, 
an  pcr^Mis  u  iiu  enjoy  excellent  health 
than  in  those  who  are  foeble  and  deli- 
'  cate ;  and,  on  the  other  band,  both  ex- 
perience  and  reasoningf  convince  ns, 
that  death  is  not  brou<>fbton  through  de- 
fect of  respiration,  but  in  proporUon  to 
tbe  want  there  is  of  renewiniar  the  air  in 
the  chest :  all  this,  suppc»sin^  the  resis. 
lance  to  destractive  ag*ents  equal.  Hcnee 
it  is  that  Arts.  721  and  723*  of  our  civil 
code,  tnnchinif  the  presumptions  of  sur- 
Tivtirshiji,  <!<)  not  ap}>ear  to  us  to  be 
well  founded  in  physiology;  in  crrscs  of 
asphyxia,  j».irticnl:irly,  the  consideration 
above  statctl,  and  i>o  well  developed  in 
part  b^  If.  Fodere,  ouffbt  alwars  to  be 
taken  into  aecount,  ana  especially  when 
the  diffl  rcnccs  of  a<fe  ano  constitution 
are  so  silrun^ly  marked. 

But  how  did  the  stove  render  the  air 
of  tbe  apartment  mepbittc?  Was  it  the 
Gomhostion  that  diseng^sK'^d  carbonic 
acii!  niul  '-arbonic  oxifle,  hv  which  the 


•  Art.7tl.— Wli«r*diou  wiM  perish  tufctbcr 

•re  undt  r  1.^.  t1>e  t  Idrr  tball  b«  pr«sa««d  to  be 
the  muvivur  .  If  ificy  t>e  all  Mbove  18,  the  younger 
•hall  b»  tucouiiti  <1  III-  Hurvi\ nr.  Wlivri-  •omearc 
uoHcr  16,  and  tW  rent  above  ilic  former  »l»aU 
ba  auppoAed  to  haTe  turvived. 

Art,  722.- Whcr*  lh<M«  w  boperiah  together  are 
%Stwi  It  aod  0i»  th«  Bale  la  preaaiiMrd  lo  have 
aarviTud*  when  ilie  dlf*r«DM«r  af*  pvUM 
!•  not  aboTe  one  yrar,   WheT«  »!•«  panl««  mn  i4 

Ihf  .iiriff  t>fX,  the  pr««iini  I'iMi  of  surf .  v.ir^tjip  in 

tr.c  oriUr  of  nalHre  ooghi  to  itt  adot'tted  »  tiiua 
't.<-  y  MtngcrtbaU  li«prtsiwtd  to  hartsanrtfed 
the  eid«r. 


quantity  of  oxygfcn  in  the  nlae«  wn« 

consumed,  and  life  thus  rendered  inca 
pnMe  nrvi:|i]Hirf  ^  Th?"^  \»  tmhl  seciii  hi^'lil  % 
pn»bahle,  \>vrv  it  in»t  inr  one  rather  irrr- 
coiiciieablc  fact.    In  the  present  case  (tbe 
child  was  dead  before  it  fell  from  tbe 
mother's  arms)  the  father  fell  on  the 
earth,  \^  liere,  accordiT*!,''  t«»  chcnii'«iitrv,  h** 
should  have  died,  the  h^H*cific  ^ra*  iiv  of 
tlu  gases  which  we  bare  supuoscd  to  be 
evolved  beingf  greater  than  tnai  of  tl»e 
atmosphere,  and  therefore  iieet^s«4arilT 
causing*  them  t<>      more  ahundaiiUy  tie. 
positeuiu  the  iitwer  strata  of  tbe  air  in 
tbe  apartment    On  the  contiary,  tim 
man  was  ravired  hj  tbe  ooolness  of  tlir 
floor.    When  the  woman  Bazin  (G,iz. 
des  Trihunaux,  9  Aoiit,  1827)  was  exa- 
mined about  the  death  of  her  child,  w  hich 
perished  under  like  circmastanceft,  oste 
of  her  naiof  answem  to  the  tribunal  w  ae 
very  apropos  to  what  is  described  to  ha«9 
happeued  in  the  pre^ient  case I  fell*** 
said  she,  **  ana  it  was  the  coolness 
( fraicheiir )  of  the  floor  that  saved  ase** 
The  coincidence,  indeed,  in  tlie  r*vo 
cases  is  m>  sfrikinif,       to  send  us  in 
search  of  some,  explanation  which  mi^Ui 
reoonrile  the  icsulta  with  what  we  Icnow 
from  physico^hemieal  experiments  to  be 
at  the  fir^t  vi*Mv  iiit  finipatiblc  with  tliein. 
To  the  first  ca^e,  th<'  apartment  betUK 
nil  mediately  adjoiniiij;  the  court,  there 
might  probablv  be  kept  np  a  cvmnt  of 
air  along  the  floorfrom  witbont,  aadilM 
nif<re  rapid  the  more  the  air  of  the  room 
Has  heated.    But  in  the  other  such  n 
circumstance  is  less  likely,  for  it  was  vm. 
a  back-ahop  that  tbe  transaction  occur- 
red ;  and  the  woman  Bazin  had  besides 
taken  can"  to  sioo  up  the  aperture  Ihp- 
ueath  the  iloor,  whicn  might  admit  th« 
ezteinal  air. 

It  migbt  also  be  tbouf^t  that  the  ad- 
justment of  the  o-K'  Mfcordinjj  to  their 
re-jx-elive  specific  ;^nn  itu  s,  had  not  yet 
taken  place  when  tlie  cata/«tnipbe  ot*« 
cuncd ;  but  however  this  migbt  be  in 
tbe  first  case,  in  the  second  the  charcoal 
was  lighted  ahtnit  Tnidni'^ht,  and  ihr 
uonmn  Hazin  tiid  uol  rerivc  tUl  six  ia 
llie  inoriiing'. 

Tbe  animating  influence  of  the  con. 
tact  of  a  body  (gilder  than  that  which  it 
touches  is  g-cnerallv  know  n  :  flte  .prink- 
ling  of  cold  water  on  |ierM>ni»  in  a  »(iac 
uf  syncope  is  indeed  one  of  dm  mast  M> 
pnlar  of  nemediea.  Might  we  natois. 
cem  some  distant  analoLfv  between  the 
abo%e  reciter!  facts,  and  the  comM  <^uerie<-'5 
of  the  application  oi  cold  in  certain  ayu* 
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copes  ?  It  would  still,  no  doubt,  remain 
to  aecoant  for  the  difference  or  analogy 
of  the  fttiitc  oftlie  nerrous  Bjrstem  in  tiie 

several  ciiTtiTiistunrfs,  and  to  denion- 
fitratr  the  tlu(ir_j-  ot  the  action  of  cold  in 
diffeiviit  couditioiui  of  the  body.  Th», 
however,  it  must  be  admitted,  \vc  arebnt 
ill  qualified  to  do  in  any  thing^  like  a  sn- 
tisf'irt.^rv-  Tviainx-r,  in  tl»c  present  State  of 
our  ^ijj^iciil  kuowled^e. 


AV  EXTBAORDINARY  DILATATION  (WIT0 
HYPERTROPHY  f) 

or  nta 

THORACIC  PORTION  OF  THE 
<£S0PHA6US, 

Nabaateo  by  Auex.  J.  Hannat,  M.D. 


J.  L.  a*t.  3ft,  rntber  short  ot  stature, 
was,  however,  wt-H  uco^>ortioned,  mus- 
cular, and  of  active  Dalnta.  On  taking 
fMd  ke  experienced  a  sensation  as  if  ii 
were  arretted  in  the  n^sopbag-ns,  a  little 
way  aliovethc  lower  end  of  tbc  stemuai, 
j^iviu)^  rise  to  the  muni  paiufal  and  pro* 
tractMl  efforts  to  awallow.  Early  in  the 
hi.Htory  of  ln*s  case,  there  was  merely  a 
sense  of  oncrisiness  in  the  rpiir;istric  rc- 

Sion  creutcii  by  taking  food.  This  fnra> 
vallj  became  more  diatresnng,  and  at 
m  late  poriod  ooeanonaUj  amounted  to 
an  acfonizinpi'  sense  of  distention.  This 
suffering  was  worst  after  a  full  meal, 
and  generally  subsided  slowly ;  hours 
used  to  elapse  before  it  was  completely 
ffone.  The  nature  of  the  food  or  in'iii'esta 
did  not  rtiodifv  the  eomplaint  in  any  ob- 
SK'rvable  deg^ree,  yet  a  large  quantity 
always  increased  toe  evils  of  bis  condi> 
lion.  Immediate  relief  coaM  be  ob* 
tained  by  vomiting,  which  he  was  often 
induced  to  excite  to  remove  his  d!«;fr»'s<!. 
After  intemperate  indulgence  in  spirits, 
to  which  he  was  much  addicted  for  a 
considerable  time  previous  to  bis  death, 
the  pain  on  taking-  food  was  ag-gravnted, 
and  the  vomit  ing- came  on  spontaneously. 
Under  thc!>c  circumstances,  duids  alone, 
foreimmple  tea  in  the  morning,  g-ave 
rise  to  the  agoni/.iii<r  feelings  above  de- 
scribed ;  tbotinli  when  temperate,  be 
only  felt  slight  uneasiness  fn»ni  takinj;- 
ingesta  of  this  nature.  No  obHtracttou 
was  experienced  on  naanng  a  probang. 
The  rounds  of  the  CMSt  on  percnsaon 
and  auscultation  wefe  natniRj. 


dOi.— XII. 


The  diflleulty  of  swallowing  had  ex- 
isted since  bi>ylio(»d,  at  which  time  he 
received  a  violt>nl  blow  on  the  ebest,  in- 
flicted hv     e!uli  or  sliinty  ;  it  li;is  left, 
no  external  marks.    Since  that  accident 
he  has^  had  more  or  less  mieasiness  in 
the  epigastric  region,  and  impeded  in- 
g-estion ;  but  bis  mrninrv  failed  biin  in 
deseribinpr  the  circumstances  wbi(  )i  nf- 
lendetl  the  injury,  and  bis  account  ol  the 
case  at  that  time  was  most  meagn*  and 
nnaatisfactory.    It  has  {gradually  be- 
come more  nr^-ent  v  ith  advaneiii;r  Jif,.^ 
and  has  al^^  ays  been  modified  and  ag-- 
gravated  by  tbc  circumstances  before 
mentioned.   His  general  health  did  not 
appear  to  suffer  much  from  tlie  dy.spba- 
gia,  and  any  chan«^es  wbicli  his  consti- 
tution and  jispect  experienced  were  ra- 
ther attributed  to  bis  intemperance  than 
to  the  difficult  deg^liitition.   He  had  of 
late  complained  of  a  constant  sense  of 
oppression  in  the  chest,  in  i  fr  i^nr^e  bv 
running  up  stairs,  or  by  violent  exertiou. 

One  mominff,  about  half-past  three 
o'clock,  he  walked  home  from  a  supper 
]virtv,  after  eatiag  most  heartily,  and 
•  IrinTkincf  as  usual  to  excess.  He  did 
not  go  to  bed,  but,  as  was  his  custom 
when  tips^',  sat  down  on  a  chair  and  fell 
asleep,  with  his  head  in  a  position  cal- 
culated to  ])revent  the  free  retnm  of 
the  blood  fr(»ni  the  bead.  His  friends 
have  fre<juentlv  seen  him  sleeping  in 
tills  position  till  his  face  became  livid. 

He  had  fallen  forwanls  on  his  face 
and  on  bis  knees,  as  if  kneeling,  and 
the  wall  ao^ainst  which  his  side  fell 
supported  bira  till  found  in  this  attitude. 

No  one  can  give  any  account  of  his  last 
symptoms,  for  he  was  found  quite  dead 
between  fire  and  six  oVloek:  sav  two 
bonrs,  or  two  boors  and  a  bnlf,  alter  he 
had  walked  up  stairs  by  iiimhclf. 

Duteetiom  92  hours  after  death.— > 
On  turning  the  right  lung  to  the  left 
side  of  the  ebest,  in  order  to  cut  it  out, 
I  uncovered  and  displayed  a  long  sac, 
running  on,  and  paralfel  to  the  spine, 
covering  that  column  and  ])n>jccting 
over  it  into  the  right  side  of  the  chest. 
It  was  distended  T»y  fluid;  the  disten- 
tion was  increased  by  pressing  the  sto- 
mach, and  pressure  on  the  sac  forced 
back  tbe  flind  into  the  last-named  vis- 
cu'!.  Until  T  'lfi^i  rwd  ibis,  I  imagined 
tliat  the  apj»earanc»'S  aro>e  from  an 
aneurism  having  burst  into  the  posterior 
mediastinum,  a  circumstance  that  well 
agreed  w  ith  the  sudden  death  of  the  in- 
dividual; but  Uie  Rbove  commtiuira- 
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lion,  and  a  little  more  invest i ♦ration,  no  likelihood  of  the  noarislimeiil  uf  the 

immediately  she\ve<i  that  the  &ac  iu  the  body  /'ailingf,  a  circunistauce  M'kicb,  ia 

metliastinura  was  the  (psophag-us  eoor-  the  usual  luorbid  states  mefeatiaf^  in. 

mniisly  dilated  and  distended  witb  lo-  gestion  of  food,  is  one  or  its  must  dis« 

g"e.st:i.  trc«isin«j syiTiptoms,  and  ofttMi  the  n':i«.n 

The  dilatation  begun  uuuiediately  on  of  its  pruvini;  fatal.    Murasmus  aud  a 

its  entrance  into  the  chest.   The  cervi-  oachectic  aspect  iisuallj  appear  in  even 

cal  portion  was  perfccllv  natural.    It  some  of  the  sli9:hter  debtees  of  this  d^rs* 

ffrndiijiny  grew  wider  tilf  it  reaehe<l  the  rinesia,  and  eertainly  lu  all  preseMt fni:;^ 

middle  of  its  coiinjc  in  the  thorax.  There  such  difficulty  in  the  act  of  ^wailuvt 

the  sae  measured,  a:^  il  laid  collapsed  on  as  the  case  before  us  exhibited.  Manjr 

ftie  table  and  unopened,  rather  more  of  the  cases  of  tliis  nature  are  dependent 

than  three  inches  across,  or  when  fully  on  specific  morbid  actions,  as  carciuoma, 

distended   with  fluid,  more  tli-m  sl\  or  on  morbid  conditions  of  the  noii^fli- 

inches  iu  circumference.    The  (horai  io  buuriiig  parts,  as  aueurisnis,  tumors, 

]M>rtifin  alone  required  above  eight  gills  ^c.  wmch  injure  the  general  bealtli,  or 

nf  ^v.it(<r  to  nil  it ;  and  when  so  filled,  it  otherwise  materially  impair  the  vi^ur 

looked  like  till*  anil  of  a  person  fifteen  of  the  body.    Many,  iuaeed,  perish  be- 

or  sixteen  years  of  age.  From  the  mid-  fore  the  passage  is  completely  obstructed, 
die  of  the  thoracic  portion  it  gradually       In  tliccase  before  us,  the  food,  though 

diminished  in  ca])acity  till  it  reached  its  it  often  excited  distressing  sensations  m 

appropriate  aperture  in  the  diaphragm,  its  passage,  did  reach  the  stomach,  and 

where  it  was  of  its  natural  dimen'iion.  the  functions  of  th  i»  «M  ir;»n  roTjtluniTig 

I  found  in  the  oesophagus  a  very  cmi.  unimpaired,  it  sudiciciiiiy  iiuurii»hed  tht; 

sidcrably  <|uantity,  about  a  pint  (Kug-  body. 

lish)  of  a  light-coloured  fluid, something    ^  Here  u  a  striking  peculiarity  in  the 

like  white  or  pea-soop  (hut  approachitifjf  circumstance  of  the  unirnoaired  vigour 

to  a  bufl^  colour),  ronsi>tiiig,  besides  the  and  health  of  the  sv.stcru  duriug  nearly 

liquids,  of  partic  lc!>  of  lowl,  ham,  and  thirty  years  of  dysphagia,  long  present* 

bread,  whicn  appeared  to  hare  been  in  ing  as*  great  severity  of  symptonis  as 

the  stomach,  and  to  hare  undergone  a  any  fatal  case  I  ever  witnessed:  and 

p:irtial  difrestinn.  may  I  adduce  as  another  |m'<  ullarity  the 

The  parietes  of  the  tube  w(  rr  several  fact,  that  a  probaug  pa;»s<.'d  into  the  sto* 

tinies  their  ordinary  thickness,  and,  com-  mach  as  freely  as  possible,  eveu  when 

paratively  speaking,  dense  and  strong;  his  impeded  deglutition  was  most  dis. 

they  bad  lost  alinost  all  trace  of  muscu-  tressiugi' — a  circumstance  for  which  the 

lar  texture  ;  tlio  ajjpearance  of  a  sertiou  jiost-mortem  inspection  fully  accounted, 

of  them  reminded  me  of  a  piece  of  sole  This  paihulugicai  I'acl  shows  w  hat  isi, 

or  thick  leather;  they  had  a  good  deal  however  well  established  hy  other  oh. 

of  blood  in  them,  and  seemed  very  vas-  servations,  the  iiu[>ortant  part  performed 

cidar.    Its  intenial  or  mufotis  coat  was  by  the  fcsopharj-us  in  deglutition.  We 

very  vascular,  arborescent,  and  red ;  it  are  not  then  to  attribute  deaib  te.^js* 

was  as  it  were  spotted  with  abrasions  pbagia,  or  the  morbid  conditioii  of  the 

of  its  cuticle,  and  lelt  rough  and  scabrous  (psonhaglis. 

to  the  lii'M' r.    Souif^  parts  were  smooth,      The  appearances  iu  the  oesophagus 

and  hciii;^  icj>s  red,  appeared  almost  na-  iinprrssed  me  with  the  idea  of  inflam- 

tural.    There  was  no  obstruction  eitlier  mutory  action  having  been  the  proee^ 

h^  tumor  external  to,  or  hy  constriction  by  which  this  mori>ia  change  had  been 

Milliiii  the  canal.     The  aperture  by  accomplished  in  that  organ.  The  highly 

which  it  penetrated  the  diapuragm  was  vascular,  red,  and  swrdlrn  stiUr  thr- 

quite  patent,  of  the  natural  size,  and  walls  or  layers  ol  which  the  laite  was 

S resented  net  obstacle,  nor  could  any  he  formed,  were  iB  aecordanee  with  this 

elected  ou  minutest  examination.  T]ew«    The  aggravation  of  the  aymp- 

There  wcrr  no  remarkable  appear-  toms  by  a  course  of  life,  or  practices 

nnces  in  any  other  orgaus,  though  care-  calculated  to  increase  intiammatory  dis. 

fully  examined.  ea.se,  admits  of  a  similar  solution.  The 

1  do  not  regard  the  morbid  con*  irritated  and  abraded  surface  pronouBOed 

ditinii  of  the   tesopha«r'i>        cau^liipf  iutlaiiuiiaiinn  to  be  in  operation  in  that 

this  innn's  death;   for  a  nioro  harm-  texture.   The  painful  sensations  denoted 

less  orofanic  cause  of  dysphagia  can  increased  seusibiiity,  and  the  existence 

scarcely  be  imagined.   Here  there  was  of  inflammatory  cUscbsc  in  the  part. 
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Dii.  haniNay'.s  case  of  dilat 

The  increased  thickness  or  hypertrophy 
of  the  walls  of  the  tube  likewise  dcnott  fi 
increased  aetioii,  and  tlie  total  subver- 
siou  uf  its  uaiui.il  structure ;  and  the 
MibstitHtioB  of  OHO  of  •  now  choncter 
fteccmbd  well  with  (he  pbonoaena  of 
cbtfNDic  inflammation  in  many  other 
textures— a  prwess  which  Mr.  Aberuelhy 

auaiutly,  and  nut  inaptly,  defined  to  be 
he  destroyer  of  oM  or  original  textures, 
and  the  huUder  of  new  om  m  iheir 
Mead. 

Repeated  attacks  of  indammation  of 
Ihe  CMOpha^s  bad  probably  destroyed 
ita  muscular  structure  and  its  contractile 
power.  Swallowing'  was  iuipairtd  ;  the 
I'ood  was  detained  and  accumulated ; 
and  tiie  distention  b^  the  ingesta  bad 
bf  degrees  meclMiiieally  dflaled  the 
canal. 

(In  the  Med.  Obs.  and  Inq.  vol.  iii, 
p.  85,)  there  is  on  n  t  f>rd  a  cjusc  in  which 
the  pharynx  was  purUally  dilated  by  a 
UManical  €aiite»  aeoompuikd  bj  oh. 
HiBftte  and  fiUal  dysphagia.  A  cherry- 
stone aocidentally  lodi^Tfl  in  a  fold  of 
the  pharynx  oi'  a  man  some\«  hat  ad- 
rauced  in  years.  It  remained  three 
days,  exeitiBg  onich  paiti  on  swallow- 
ing, and  was  ejected  uy  a  violent  fit  of 
coughing'-  The  painful  sensations  in 
the  part  buou  subsided,  and  the  accident 
bad  wdQ  nigh  been  forgotten,  when 
about  a  year  thereafter,  portions  of  the 
patient's  food  began  to  be  thrown  up 
into  tfie  month,  havin;>"  mMlorjifone  no 
ehange,  and  without  any  sickness.  At 
tint,  the  aHment  remained  down  for 
some  Ume,  and  the  quantity  returned 
wa.s  but  small.  Gradually  tlie  quantity 
increasoil,  aiul  the  time  became  shorter. 
At  length  the  regurgitation  took  place 
immediately  on  swallowing,  paiiieiuarlj 
fluids,  and  occasioned  a  sense  of  urgfent 
«*tr;ii)<^ni1;it!on.  Complete  obstrnetion  to 
tlie  p}i.*»sa«^e  finally  ensued;  no  uonrish- 
meat  could  bo  taken;  no  iustruuieat 
coaM  be  passed ;  and  the  patient  died 
in  thirteen  days,  durtne  whteb  time  nu- 
tritious fluids  were  diligently  injected 
per  anuni. 

Dissection  showed  that  the  pharynx 
had  become  sacculated — that  the  sac  or 
pouch,  projecting  from  its  posterior  as- 
pect, pa.ssed  down  between  Ho-  ff  s,»|!lt;i_ 
gus  and  the  vertebrsB,  and  prcs^'U  this 
tube  so  strongly  against  the  larynx  and 
trMbea,  as  to  render  it  impervious  Iti 
magnitude  was  inrreast'd  by  the  disten- 
tion of  I'lor)  or  (Iriiik  f;iken  int(»  it,  atid 
the  cauM:  ui  tiic  ditiiculL}  of  »wallu\vuig 
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thus  clearly  explained.  The  pmbable 
eonjectnre  is,  tliat  the  eherry-sloiie  first 
duslcudcd  tht;  pharyuA,  aud  that  lodn^- 
meut  of  food  had  gradually  increased 
the  partial  distention,  and  augmented 
its  capacity.  The  weight  of  the  sac 
and  of  its  content'-  dra'^i^ef!  the  month 
of  the  sac  into  that  position  must  ikvour- 
able  to  the  interception  of  any  article 
passing  downwards,  and  presenting  a 
ready  admission  to  the  instrument  of  the 
surgeon  seeking"  the  natural  j)assag'e, 
which  was  bv  the stretehiug  ordragjpug 
drawn  ont  of  the  stra  igh  t  course,  i  nO' 
tice  this  case  not  only  from  its  curious 
character,  but  as  illustrating-  the  view  I 
take  of  t!u^  dilatation  in  mv  case  having* 
been  in  part  at  least  induced  mecbani- 
caUy.  The  oesophagus  having  lost  its 
muscular  power,  lost  also  its  power  of 
contraction;  the  fn  trl  was  consequently 
retarded  and  aecuiuulaled  in  the  canal, 
causing-  the  distention  to  which  its  sides 
had  jidded;  otherwise,  there  is  no 
analogy  between  the  cases.  The  dila- 
tatifot  was  merely  ]):)rfi;tl  in  the  case  I 
ahridfjfe  from  the  Medical  Obsen'ations 
aud  Inquiries.  In  that  I  record  it  wai> 
univerBal  along  the  course  of  the  tube, 
from  the  claTicle  to  its  passage  through 
til*  <liaphragm.  The  oesophagus  in  the 
liMiii  rcase  was  little  if  at  all  altered, 
except  in  the  situation  of  the  sac,  bv'  any 
morbid  condition  of  iu  texture.  In  my 
case  it  was  hypcrtrophied  to  a  very  re- 
markable decree,  nnd  tlje  meeharn«*m 
productive  oi  the  didiculty  of  deglutition 
must  have  been  Tery  diflereat  in  the  two 
instances. 

>forq-ninii  (Eiii^t.  28,  p.  18,)  enumc 
ratrMlilatationoi  tlie  UBsopuagus  amongst 
the  morbid  states  of  that  organ  giving 
rise  to  dysphagia. 

He  do^  not  appear  to  have  met  an 
instance  of  lhi>  }(:iilj<>lo;iieal  slate,  but 
refers  to  one  reeonled  bv  .Joannes  (iras- 
huis,  which  appears  to  be  aualogous  to 
the  case  produced  by  the  cherr^.stoue:'^ 

Nempe  oBsopbagi  circa  medium  thora- 
cis morliosam  in  sacetim  lateralcm  dila- 
tationeiu,  aqua  sidiiude  variautia  svni])- 
tomata  quu.>  nuuquam  sine  disscctioue 
intelligi  potuisseiit."— Act.  N.  C  T.  C. 
Obs.  73.)  This  is  only  a  partial  dilata- 
tion, and  no  metition  is  made  of  the  con- 
dition of  tlie  structure  of  the  oesophagus. 

The  cesophagus  is  capable  of  great  clou- 
gation  also  bv  a  stretching  power,  as  a 
case  narrate(i  by  Dr.  While,  of  Man- 
c?ie<4ter,  by  the  dragging  of  a  prolapsus 
uteri,  the  cesophagus  beicig  greatly 
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longlheiict!,  alluwed  tlie  ^toniacli  to  dc- 
Kceud  iBtu  the  unibilieal  reg^iau. — Med. 
Obs.  ami  Iitq.  vdl.  iii.  p.  3. 

The  case  which  approximates  most 
rlosely  in  sonic  ]>  niiciilars,  though  not 
In'  ajiv  meaiiis  in  ail,  is  oiiq  givtu  by 
Portal— (Anatom.  Med.  torn.  v.  p.  204.> 
The  o'sophat'fus  had  become  tbickenea 
in  its  panetcs,  and  nrreater  in  capacity 
than  the  stoinacii.  But  there  was  a  vt  rv 
obv  ious  cause.  The  orifice  of  the  cardia 
was  contracted  to  sack  a  degree  as 
scarcely  to  admit  a  large  writing-  pen  : 
its  circutnfereiice  w  as  swollen,  hardened, 
and  uuequailj  enibo&sed  (  botulU.)  M. 
Porta]  had  no  aooount  of,  or  what  it  to 
lis  nearly  the  same  thing',  he  has  not 
favoured  us  with  tht^  symptoms  durinif 
life  —  a  circ* nmstaiicf  \\  liich  niatorially 
diniiuislies  the  iatei-ei>L  ol'  liU  observa- 
tions*. 
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"  L'Auttfnr  sc  toe  k  ikUopger  ce  que  1*  lecUuv  M 
toe  k  alirtgtr."— U*ALKNsmT. 


Oiservnlt'ons  on  Injuries  and  Diseases 
of  tlw  Rectum.  By  Herbert  Mayo, 
F.R.S.  Surgeuu  lo  Uie  Middlesex 

Hospital. 

Mr.  Mayo  informs  us  that  he  has  been 
led  to  vrrite  upon  the  subject  of  the  pre. 
sent  ▼olume  "by  several  considerations." 
Some  of  these  hrstntris^  namely,  the  fre- 
quency of  diseases  of  the  rectum;  their 
inconvenience,  and  the  pain  they  occa- 
sion ;  the  extent  to  whicn  thej  admit  of 
relief  when  judiciously  treated ;  and 
their  agi^ravation  w  hen  treated  unskil- 
fully. The  author  may  have  other  mo- 
tives, but  those  put  fbrtli  are  sufficiently 
plausihle,  and  such  as  would  justify  a 
surgeon  of  less  intelligence,  ntui  more 
limited  opportunities,  in  la\inLr  the 
results  ot  his  experience  before  the 
public,  on  an>  important  disease, 
f  he  rectum  is  evidently  a  TCiy  fa- 
vourite subject,  and  pverv  vear  we 
find  some  fresh  "  Observaiions"  on  our 
table;  so  that  no  blame  can  attach  to 
the  lalioarers  in  this  branch  of  surgery 
if  it  be  not  well  understood.  ]M:niy  of 
these  works,  however,  are  mere  «  atch- 
pennics,  written  mure  lor  the  jmhlic 
than  the  profession — ^half.popular,  half. 

.*  CoDiteii«e«t  from  £dlnb.  Med.  and  Sorg. 


medical — spri  UL;es  to  entch  woodcock 
—traps  lor  palieiiU^ ;  »u«l  w  e  belie\ 
upon  the  whole,  tbey  work  tolerably 
well.    Mr.  Mayo's  OWrratioitSi»  how* 
ever,  "i!]  !h-  read  s\h\i  morv  uM-  r*  <it 
than  tlie  works  alluded  to;  for  Lliuu^b 
not  perhaps  containing  ^acit  that  in 
absoiutely  new,  tbey  are  yet  judiciotisr 
and  practical,  and  tlie  descriptions  any 
elucidated  by  little  woml-ciits,  whicb 
tend  to  render  the  subject  more  clear 
and  intelligilde.     The  maladie»  dfau 
cussed  are  fissure  and  laceration  of 
the  reetiMi);  prf>trnHion  of  the  bowel  j 
hiemuirhage  and  pain  about  the  anus  ; 
piles ;  fistula ;  constipation,  and  the  use 
of  instruments;  stricture  of  the  rectum; 
and  ranccr. 

The  chapter  on  constipation  is  inte- 
resting, and  contains  some  ffood  practi- 
cal remarks:  we  shall  therefore  seleet  it 
for  analysts  in  the  present  number,  as 
affonliniii'  a  fair  specimen  of  the  volume. 
Mr.  Mayo  observes,  that  the  disorders  he 
has  previously  treated  of,  viz.  hemorr- 
hoids, fissureof  therectiUD,Hstulaani,^k:e. 
mi<,'-lit  he  classed  together,  though  Rome- 
what  loosely,  as  the  results  of  constipa.- 
tiou  ;  while  those  which  follow,  iuclud. 
ing  mechanical  obstmctioos  about  the 
lower  bowel,  carcinoma,  Ike,  night  bv 
looked  upon  as  !ia\  uj  v  this  in  cominon, 
that  they  lead  to  constipation  m  a  fre- 
q^uent  consequence.    In  a  sort  of  transi. 
tion  chapter,  therefore,  he  discusses  thna 
causes   of  consti|)ation   of  the  lower 
bowels,  and  the  ])recautions  neoesaary  iir 
the  use  of  instruments. 

Obstruction  of  the  bowels  he  ngu4» 
as  dependent  upon  one  of  thiee  oausen; 
either  lack  of  the  secretions  nrcevs;irv  to 
the  formation  of  licces  ;  orthe  waulol  tJie 
fluidity  required  for  their  expulsion ;  or 
theabsenoeofsufBcientlystimulatingpro- 
perties;  or,  kiNtly,  the  enfeebled  sute 
of  the  muscular  tibres  of  the  bowel. 
Oiiicr  ilieoretical  explanations  might  be 
adduced,  but  the  author  contents  him- 
self with  the  above,  and  gife^  eoino 
examples  in  illu^f mtlon. 

Of  the  cases  ihu.s  nanated,  the  follow- 
ing is  one  of  the  most  interesting,  and 
is  certainly  a  very  striking  instance  of 
the  effects  which  occasionally  present 
themselves  in  connexion  with,  if  not  eu^ 
tirely  dependeut  upon,constiputiun. 

"  1  was  requested  to  see  a  ^oung  me- 
dical man,  who  I  heard  was  in  a  fit.  I 
found  him  lying  on  tin  floor,  sensible, 
but  exhausted  with  suHeriug ;  the  flexor 
puscles  of  the  limbo,  and  the  muscles  of 
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tlic  abdoineii,  were  in  8tron|r  spasmodic 
aHioTi.  lie  bad  becu  in  tnis  st;ite  for 
several  hours.  Ammunia  and  hot  braii. 
dy  and  water  were  pciven  bitn,  and  be 
Ipradually  rallied.  This  I  Kanit  was 
Tint  the  first  seizure  of  the  kind  which 
he  had  ( .\j)t'riericed.  Attnrks  of  a  simi- 
lar  description,  but  of  less  severity, 
would  come  on  several  times  in  tbe  jear; 
they  were  preceded  bj  obstinate  cos* 
tivene«;s. 

"  This  ])aliciit,  now  28  years  of  ag-e, 
«j)  to  the  age  ol'  16  enjoyed  excellent 
health.  At  that  age^  his  bowels  fell 
into  the  state  of  costiveness  w  hit  h  I) as 
continued  since.  He  g-rew  up  of  a  slii,Hit 
and  delicate  frame,  physically  iiiea|iuble 
of  much  bodily  exertion,  and  indi^^posed 
lo  it  by  a  languor  and  drowsiness,  which 
j>robably  arose  from  tbr  imperfect  action 
of'  the  l)owels.  The  bowels  now  act 
once  in  hve  or  six  days  only ;  what  is 
then  passed  is  healthy ;  it  is  only  extra- 
ordinanlv  deficient  in  quantit} .  With 
this  he  has  little  appetite ;  and  even 
that  he  is  afraid  of^  nuhilfifin^^,  lest  it 
should  lead  to  one  of  the  attacki»  vi  hich 
I  have  desciibed.  These  atUcks,  it  baa 
been  mentioned,  recti  r,  when  tbe  bowels 
have  been  confined  for  an  unu^^ually 
loULT  pcriml.  Tbe  belly  then  becomes 
hard,  and  a  little  swollen ;  there  is  sick* 
nesSfbnt  notbinfp  is  thrown  up  but  what 
has  been  recently  taken  into  tbe  sto- 
ncu  h;  tlicreisn  sense  of  unea«inrss  and 
j)am  above  tbe  uinbilirn?*.  When  at  the 
close  of  such  au  attai  k  the  bowels  arc 
relieved,  tbe  notions  which  pass  are 
still  eirtremely  scantv. 

When  T  was  asked  to  see  this  pa- 
tient, it  was  under  an  impression  tliat 
be  possibly  laboured  under  stricture  of 
tbe  colon.  It  is  not  tbe  only  instance  in 
which  I  have  seen  deficient  formation  of 
fieces  mistaken  for  their  n  ti  ntion.  But 
it  was  necdle&s  in  this  case  to  look  for  a 
caose  of  obstruction,  when  there  waA  no 
evidence  that  an  accnnnilation  of  fteces 
rvrr  took  place.  At  the  close  of  the 
sevcrcvf  vriznres,  the  hardness  and  ten- 
sion ol  ibe  belly  went  away  upon  the 
expulsion  of  a  quantity  of  fieecs  not 
cnualling-  tbe  ordinary  daily  excretions 
of  a  lirallhy  prrson.  This  ])a(i(>iit  lias 
taken  every  medicine,  and  cvny  comltj- 
uation  of  medicines,  not  entirely  without 
advanta«^,  but  without  finding  that  he 
can  calculate  upon  obtaininff  rdief  from 
the  same  rcniem  ?  second  time." 

Mr.  Mayo  aliioii  s  to  tbe  idea  of  Dr. 
OJicirne,  thai  iUv  uclura  does  not  in  il>> 


healthy  and  natural  state  contain  fa»ce% 
and  remarks  in  refutation  of  bis  doe- 
triuo,  that  in  post-moi  tein  examinations, 
as  well  as  in  the  livin{^  body,  fwces  are 
as  often  found  in  the  rectum,  and  iu  the 
hi^-ln  r  parts  of  the  colon,  as  in  its  sij*"- 
nioid  flexure  ;  the  last  beiii^'  ifir  reser- 
voir par  excellence  of  Dr.  O'Beinie, 
With  respect  to  tbe  passafife  of  a  tube 
high  up  into  the  bowel,  found<Hl  on  the 
hypothesis  alhided  to,  In  p  TiiarKs  that  it 
is  not  so  |)crlc'(  tly  free  trom  danj^cT  in 
inexjjcrienced  hands  as  to  warrant  its* 
general  recommendation. 

Tbedeficiency  of  stiniiilaliii'i'  property 
sufficient  to  excite  the  bo%vel  to  due  con- 
traction, is  seen  in  imperfect  Ijiliary  <5e- 
cretion.  In  some  of  tliese  in.stanees 
the  torpor  leads  to  ^at  accumulations, 
csj)eeially  about  the  rectum,  and  when 
\vithiii  til!  II  aehot  instnjment--. f liese eol- 
lectiuiismay  j^eneraily  beix'»iu\  ed  by  their 
means ;  but  sometimes  they  arc  too  hi^h 
up  for  this,  and  tbe  cure  must  then  be 
truste<l  mainly  to  the  more  powerful  pur- 
gatives. In  cases,  however,  where  the 
secretion  is  deficient,  or  the  muscular 
action  imperfect,  it  may  stiD  be  asked 
on  what  these  are  themselves  depen- 
dent ?  The  follcnvinyf  rase  is  inteuded 
as  an  answer  to  the  iiupiiry  :  — 

**  I  was  consulted  in  the  case  of  a 
youn^  \fu\y,  one  of  whose  sy  itiptfitns  was 
obstinate  constipation  of  the  I>oueIs,  re- 
qoiring'  that  she  should  take  ni|i;-hlly 
from  twenty  to  thirty  "Tains  of  com- 
pound extract  of  ctducyntb,  to  produce 
an  action  of  the  bowels  the  following 
day.  She  had  been  ill  four  years,  and 
her  sufferinpfs  had  commenced  ^  itli  se- 
vere pain  across  the  belly,  and  ubsliuate 
costiveness.  Aikr  a  lortnii^ht's  illness 
the  constipation  vielded;  but  one  leg 
became  feeble,  and  the  knee  of  that  side 
Mav  frequently  spasmodically  lifiit.  TIms 
complication  ol  palsy  ami  i>pa>iii  ^^uou 
after  affected  the  opposite  k^;  afler-^ 
wards  one  hand  became  feeble  and  con- 
tnictcd.  These  symptoms  grew  upon 
her;  i)nt  she  retaimHl  a  remarkably  fine 
complexion,  and  had  the  appearance, 
when  making  no  exertion,  of  peifect 
bealtli.  I  entertained  little  doubt  that 
nil  the  symptoms  in  this  case  originated 
in  an  affection  of  the  spinal  marrow. 
The  vertebral  column  was  indeed  per- 
fectly straight  and  even ;  but  tbe  pa- 
tient oflen  experienced  pain  at  tbelowcr 
part  of  the  dorsal  portion,  and  prcs.Mire 
there  y-ave  her  unea.siness,  I  rerf>m- 
meuded  that  id^ucs  should  be  mailc  ut 
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the  lower  part  of  the  back.  The  remedy 
was  followed  by  great  relief  of  all  her 
sTmptoms.  The  Tei^  seemed  less  weak, 
tiie  Kiiees  wrre  tud  so  frc(jiKTitl  v  nr  so 
painfnllT  contracted,  and  the  bowels 
acted  with  half  the  uiiual  dose  of  drastic 
purg^atives.  This  imjurovement,  how- 
ever, was  temporary  onlj $  and,  disap- 
pointed of  obtaininjr  permanent  relief, 
this  patient  consulted  other  surg"eons,  as 
she  had  consulte<l  sevenil  before  she  ap- 
plied to  myself.  She  died  six  months 
afterwards  ;  and,  on  exarainiiic'  the  s]»i- 
nal  ror.l,  if  was  found  for  the  length  of 
two  inches  in  a  state  of  softening  at  its 
lumbar  portion. 

**  This  is  one  of  a  numerous  class  of 
eases  in  which  constipation  of  the 
bowels  is  found  to  depend  upon  spinal 
-  initaliuu,  and  in  which  the  abdominal 
symptoms  are  the  first  which  shew  them- 
selves after  tlie  invasion  of  the  dlsrui^e. 
The  re-action  of  the  one  organ  upon  the 
olJicr  is  very  remarkable. 

An  amendment  of  the  state  af  the 
bowels  is  an  evidence  of  a  temponry  al- 
leviation of  the  spinal  disease.  The  ne- 
jrleet  of  relieving  the  boweU  by  medi- 
cine is  followed  by  an  aggravation  of 
the  nervous  symptoms.** 

Some  observations  are  next  made  upon 
the  other  circumstances  which  influence 
the  action  of  the  bowels,  such  as  habit, 
exercise,  See.  &c. ;  but  as  these  contain 
nothing  rery  important,  we  pass  on  to 
the  account  jrivt  ii  nf  tlie  use  of  instru- 
ments. As  it  is  notorious  that  a  prodi- 
gious degree  of  quackery  is  daily  prac- 
tised on  this  jpouit,  we  shall  extract  at 
length  Mr.  Mayors  opinions  on  the  snb. 
jcct:— 

Tlic  instruments  that  are  required 
nnder  different  cireumstuioes  to  be  in- 
troduced  into  the  rectum,  are  the  wax 
b(iii^-rt%  th<'  flexible  ttilte,  and  the  tube 

of  the  injecting  syringe. 

**  A  good  wax  "bougie  should  admit  of 
being  rendered  perfectly  pliant  and 
flexible  by  immersion  in  hot  water.  Ex- 
cept in  this  state,  a  bougie  cannot  be 
introduced  with  safety  beyond  four 
inches  into  the  rectum.  Even  when  it 
has  been  rendered  pliant,  a  bougie  in- 
tf'Klijct'd  iTito  tlin  iiitr-tiiir  *j"cneraUy 
meets  ^»  ltil  some  de^ec  ot  olistruetioii 
after  passing  iVum  five  to  six  inches. 
The  nature  of  this  obstruction  b  readily 
shewn  by  anatomical  inspection.  The 
end  of  the  instrument  catches  ayfaiiist 
the  lax  walls  of  the  rectum,  and  pu.she4 
befiira  it  the  substanoe  of  the  gut  as  a 


blind  sac.  Under  tliese  circumstances, 
if  force  is  used,  the  instrument  tears  the 
intestine,  and  passes  into  the  cavitj  W 

the  helly. 

**  No  adroitness  can  prevent  th  •  rrr-tnTn. 
bein^  thus  caught  up  in  sacs  by  the 
bougie ;  but  some  mceVy  of  obserratMM 
is  requited  (0  distinguish  the  yiehlom^ 
resistance  which  <urYi  a  snc  (trtV  rs,  from 
the  resistance  ot  a  stricture,  it  is  very 
certain  that  surgeons  are  occasion  aUy 
tbus  misled,  and  assure  their  patients 
that  they  have  stricture  when  tfaeie  in 
none. 

When  the  resistance  is  a  sac  of  in- 
testine that  the  instrument  has  tempo. 

rarily  produced,  it  will  follow  that  if  the 
instrument  is  <?n\vn  h-t'  k  a  Itltlt-,  nnd 
then  again  passed  forward  vMth  tit  di- 
rection slightly  altered,  it  will  ktcp  tiie 
channel  of  the  intestine,  and  not  sacciu 
late  it  at  the  same  place  as  before.  I 
met  with  a  case  some  years  ago,  in 
which  the  symptoms  Jecl  me  to  think 
that  there  was  stricture  in  the  sigmoid 
flexure  of  the  colon.   To  ascertain  the 

I mint,  I  passed  a  hnv^e  three  feet  in 
engtii  into  the  bowel ;  the  bougie  was 
something  more  than  half  an  inch  in 
diameter.  It  continually  caught  in  the 
manner  uliieh  I  have  described  ;  but  by 
witlidrawing  it  slightly  when  thiv  ha])- 
peued,  and  a^iii  pressing  it  ^ntly  on, 
I  sueceeded  in  inCriMincin^  the  tttstrn. 
ment  Its  entire  length,  with  vety  littia 
inoonvenience  to  the  paticTit 

"  A  bougie  from  half  an  inch  to  three 

S|uarters  of  an  inch  in  diameter  is  onite 
arge  enough  for  the  examinatiott  or  Ao 
rectum.  If  such  an  instrument  pass  ea- 
sily and  without  pain  along  the  lio^vf-T, 
it  may  be  safely  presumed  that  there  is 
no  contraction. 

"  Before  introducing  a  bougie,  a  doou 
ble  Tid  should  be  given  to  it,  one  cor- 
rcbpouding  with  the  curvature  of  the 
sacrum,  toe  second  witli  the  inclination 
of  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  cofam  to 
the  left.  The  surgeon  should,  however, 
hear  in  mind,  in  rf^fcrence  to  this  second 
point,  that  the  bowel  occasionally  in- 
clines to  the  right  side  instead  of  to  Uio 
left;  and  if  he  meet  with  any  ambigv. 
ons  rcMstitnee,  he  sh(mld,  by  withdraw, 
ing  the  instrnnient  a  Htt!c,  and  again 
pas.siitg  it  forward  with  an  altercu  di- 
rection, endeavour  to  Hud  the  natural 
course  of  the  gut. 

*'  I  h;ivf'  dcHcribed  the  method  by 
which  instruments  may  be  safely  intro- 
dtieed  a  considerable  height  into  the 
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bowol ;  but  it  will  be  seen  from  the  re-  soeii  in  the  newspapers  aial  journals  ait 
marks  wbicb  follow,  tliat  it  is  rarely  lie-  advertisciutnt  nf  Mr.  iM;iv<.'.s  "  Ol.srr- 
ccsjittTj  ta  pass  iusUniiitiits  a  jfreater  valiouii."    We  ver^  sebloiu  allude  In 
distauce  tlian  Tour  or  five  iiicbcs.  such  matters,  but  tlie  maimer  in  w  liidi 
"  In  the  iutroduction  of  the  flexible  the  work  U  introduced  to  noUcc  is  so 
tnhv,  the  same  precautions  are  to  he  entirely  unpn»fcssional,  as  to  be  caK 
unetl  asin  the  introduction  of  ihe  wax  eulatrd  to  undo  wbat  we  bavp  snid  in 
pougie.    Its  elasticity  renders  tiiis  iu-  its  favour,  and  to  place  it  in  the  ela>s 
stnimeiit  perliaps  more  liable  to  catch  of  publications  fW>m  which  we  Lave 
np  tbe  bowel  than  even  the  boug;ic.  The  been  anxious  to  rescue  it.    This  speci- 
tubc  should  temiitintc  in  a  smooth  round  men  nf  the  "  puft'direet"  we  of  course 
CJid,  with  two  larj,^e  ajjcrtures  at  its  attrihuti-  lo  the  injudicious  zeal  of  the 
sides.   Tbe  great  point  which  cannot  be  publishers ;  iml  if  suHtred  to  be  repeat- 
too  stroDgljr  impressed  upon  the  mind  e<l,  the  world— at  least  the  medical 
(»f  the  practihon  r,  is  the  extreme  deli-  world— will  be  ill-natured  enoujrh  to 
eac^V  of  the  mirl,  and  the  readiness  with  helirvc  that  if  is  done  with  the  couni^' 
w  hich  it  w  ili  tear  under  very  moderate  vance  of  the  author, 
pressure. 

"  The  tube  which  forms  tbe  extreiuitjr   

of  the  ortlinary  iiijectiuff  syrin«»^e  is  g-e- 


nerally  too  bmcr  an<l  too  narrow.    The  \fC«nir(AI        A '7 C"Ttmi7 

part  introducfd  into  the  bowel  should  l"l2ilJil./Alj  %JXA£jtsl  i  t,^ 

not  l>c  more  than  au  inch  and  a  half  in  Saiu^iiau,  :stnitmher  7,  1833. 

kUHrd,.  and  the  extremity  should  he  a.  ^»    /  » 

portion  of  a  sjdiere,  exctn  diii<»'  half  an   

nich  ill  diameter.    I  ha\  c  aln  ady  men-  '*  Lkei  omnibus  >Jcet  etiMn  mthl,  dignitaten- 

tioned  cases  in  which  the  rectum  was  iftdiem  taerl  \  potestu  nodo  Tenlrndi  iu 

torn  hj  the  common  ityectin<r  s>  rin;re.  P"**"*""  •»«•          pericolom  non  recu.o." 

^Ir.  Stanley  very  recently  showed  7ne    Cicbko. 

anoilior  rxai)!]»lc  (tf  Hiis  accid*  iit  A 

female  had  dud  sutidtulv  from  inward  PARLIAMENT  AND  TilE  PROFESk 

hounorrhage,  owing  to  Ae  rupture  of  SION. 

one  of  the  fallopian  tubes.    She  had  not  r       l     i    1      .  , 

InT.  tired  undrr  di>4ease  of  the  rectum  ;  ^^'^            hundwA  and  (hirly-<our  no. 

but  a  Ia\  Lii!«  nf  had  hi  rn  administered.  motions  uliich  arc  on  the  hooks 

The  nmcous  coat  of  the  intestine,  w  hich  of  the  i'ommons'  Ho«'5<  of  Parliament 

was  looked  at  in  the  examination,  was  matter  of  business  for  the  next  session, 

louud  raised  and  torn  for  a  short  extent,  r   1  1         i-        •    •        •  , 

lit  a  little  distance  within  the  sphincter  "^"^  '""^.''^'^  «'np:'^' ""c that  has 

evidently  from  violence  done  by  the  tube  rrlrrcncc  to  medieal  affairs:  it  is 

of  the  injecting  syriuy^e.  Mr.  Warlnirt-m  s  motion  (standing"  No. 

But  it  is  not  only  immediate  laccra-  20  on  the  list)  ff»r  n  "  Conumttce  to  in-- 
lion  and  rupture  of  the  bowel  which  is  ,    ,  ,       ,  . 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  incautious  'I"";''  rejrulatioii.s  al- 
use  of  instruments.    Tliere  is  every  rea-  '^ctin*,'-  th«'  cdiaalioii  and  practice  of  tlie 
son  to  believe  that  mechanic;  !  hurts  oc-  members  of  the  medical  and  surgical 
casionally  jri^e  rise  to  malignant  disease  profession  in  the  three  kiji-doms.'' 
ol  tbe  rectum,  and  that  rouirhnens  and  ■  t          v              1   .  1 
iinnt  «r  ^0-0  :«            1  In  our  observations  last  week  we  no- 
want  ol  care  m  the  emplovnicut  of  in-  .11           .       1 .  , 
strumcuti*    are  cauable  of  producing  attention  which  parliament  had 
cancer  in  this  part."  latterly  paid  to  matters  of  medieal  polity, 

In  referrinif  to  the  volume  itself  for  mid  we  thought  we  bad  reason  to  con-' 

farther  d  (  Ills,  we  sliall  conclude  hv oh..  ,,■„*..»■■   ii        i*    •         *u    1  r 

in.r  t i ■ .. t  # K,...                  ,  '  gmtulate  the  urofesaaou  on  the  degree  of 

tM^rving,  liiat  though  we  «  iiiTU)t  aj^ree  r                •  •       • , 

iu  all  points  with  Mr.  Muyu,  yet  we  which  njipeOTs  to  he pubhcly  ex- 
think  that  his  **  Obsenratiuus^'  are  for  the  ^ted  ly  tbe  same  subject  We  diink  so 
most  part  instructive ;  and  that  they  are  stiD:  hut  there  aie  a  few  points  on  which 
et.tTtled  to  a  higher  character  than  can  ^  |„  ^  —^j  measure  depend,  whe- 
wiUi  any  candour  he  given  to  m.«t  of  *  fuTl^Z^-  j  t!  " 
Uie  recent  works  on  the  same  subject.  ^  ™"  ™*  atteatioii,  and  that  in- 
terest, be' ultimately- prodnetive  of  aii|r 
•  Since  the  ahore  was  written,  we  have  good  to  them  most  nearly  coneemed.' 
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The  fact  wfaicli  \vc  bavc  just  mcutioncd 
of  the  #Aare  of  attention  wliicb  parlia- 
jneDt  (or  we  should  rather  say  a  single 
'  member)  stands  pledged  to  give  to  me- 
dical a^Skirs  in  the  enauing  session, 
ought,  we  eoQceive,  to  operate  strongly 
in  repressing  hopes  of  relief  fiom  the  un. 
stimulated  exertions  of  our  l^idators  ; 
and  the  experience  of  finrmer  proceedings 
of  the  House  relative  to  die  adoption  of 
measures  long  and  anxiooslj  called  for 
—the  Anatoraj  Act  for  examples-ought 
to  have  some  little  c fleet  in  restraining' 
a  false  confidence  tliat  the  reform  so  ge- 
nerally desired  in  tiie  profession  will  be 
a  matter  of  speedy  ailjustment.  No- 
thing is  more  clear  than  that  if  things 
be  allowed  tn  take  their  own  formal 
course,  session  after  ><^ssioTi  will  pass 
away  and  leave  no  incniorial  ((fleg-ij^la- 
ti%e  wisdom  to  enli<4'hteii  and  regulate 
our  successors :  iKir  is  then'  any  infer- 
ence more  obvious  tlian  that  if  success 
in  the  carryinj^  into  effect  the  arrang"c- 
nicuts  jiropojjcd  be  at  all  desircable,  tlicre 
must  be  no  relaxation  iu  the  efforts  of 
the  fi  ieiids  of  those  arran^enieiits,  n<»r  a 
moment  lost  in  idly  expecting  lliai  re- 
sult whose  alpha  and  omega  rest  mainly 
on  the  energy  of  its  promoters. 

That  parliament  will  erer  cany  & 
measure  fi>r  the  relief  of  any  body  of 
i&difidoalsy  howerer  lar<j^c  and  re- 
spectable, without  the  special  and  aetire 
interference  of  such  body.  Is  not  to  be 
expected :  hut  the  histoiy  of  last  seaaioii 
will  serve  to  show,  on  the  other  hand^ 
how  far  the  coUeetife  wisdom  maybe  in* 
fluenced  by  the  bustling  energy  of  par. 
ties,  however  small  and  otherwise  eon- 
temptible,  just  from  the  veiy  circum- 
stence  of  penuitting  itself  to  be  bored 
and  tired  out  by  the  importunity  of  the 
interestcil.  The  intriguing  witli  which 
the  Factories*  Bill  (iu  the  shape  adopt- 
ed by  Lortl  Althorp,)  the  Irish  InBrma. 
manes'  and  Grand  Juries'  Bill«,  and  cer- 
tain other  jobbing  measures,  ha\  c  been 
iiKH  tilalcd  int<i  the  law  of  tlie  laiul, 
trugbt,  along  with  the  late  Lottery  Bill, 


to  afford  an  e%cr-mcniorable  example  t# 
the  dUhon^  of  the  utility  of  intrigulii^ 
when  diey  have  an  object  to  efleci  ; 
while  neidier  need  the  honest  decline  to 
profit  by  the  lesson,  inasmucb  asit  abora 
them  how  peisevenuice  and  the  nuw- 
mittiBg  eibrte  of  any  party,  will  tiUTe 
thehr  due  wdlgfat  in  legiaUtoria]  (juarterB. 
How  narrow  was  the  escape  frooi  tb« 
enacting  of  the  Scotek  ApothoeariM^ 
BiU,  and  all  the  miscbtevono  cone, 
queuces  which  it  would  have  inevitably 
entailed;  and  this  simply  from  the 
prompt  management  of  the  agents  abo«it 
that  Bill,  feebly,  hut  yet  as  luck  wouki 
have  it,  effectuaDy  opposed  by  the  latjgo 
body  of  persons  iu  this  part  of  tbe  realm 
whose  interests,  and  very  means  of  life, 
were  at  stake !    On  the  other  baud  it 
will  occur  to  most  of  our  readers  bow 
wearv  and  i«>(li<»ns  were  the  proceeding* 
which  ter  niinaLed  in  the  adoption  of  thee 
Anatomy  Jiill.    Year  after  year  rr»lle<f 
by;  petition  on  petition   fn)m  practi- 
tioners ami  teachers  in  all  ]»art.s  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  was  piled  uu  ibr^  taMe 
of  the  House;  inquiries  were  insiitiM.Hl 
by  aulljoj  ity  both  ui  and  out  of  parlia- 
ment; and  a  committee,  one  of  tlic  niu^ 
paius-takiug  and  inquisile  usually  to  be 
met  with  within  the  walls  of  St.  Ste. 
pben's,  sat  for  a  longtime  on  the  matter, 
and  beard  all  the  ablest  evidence  that 
could  be  procured  fiom  evciy  quaitet; 
yet  the  Bill  framed  upon  the  lesuks  of 
these  ▼aried  inquines  was  ket  afker  all 
in  the  Upper  House,  through  the  deleo- 
tive  inlbimation  under  which  some  of 
the  highest  authorities  in  the  land  la^ 
boured;  and  it  waa  not  till  fburoriive 
years  later  that  the  present  Act— a  mere^ 
ly  pennjssive  measure — ^was  reluctantly 
suffered  to  pass.    Tliese  arc  sigus  of 
the  temper  and  feeling  which  arc  abroad 
respecting  the  conceraa  of  the  profes. 
sion ;  signs  which  the  wise  and  prudent 
will  not  have  considered  in  vain. 

If  facts  such  as  these  do  not  speak  for 
themselves,  what  hope  ran  there  he  that 
words  will  make  them  more  iittelligibk? 
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If  such  pains  as  those  just  mentioned 
were  requisite  for  the  enactment  of  a 
plain,  simplo.  'Jtraifiht-forwarcl  measure, 
like  tlic  Aiiatoiuy  Act — tlic  onlr  men- 
sure,  by  the  way,  which  parliament  has 
confleseended  for  many  a  year  to  take 
cogni/aiirp  (tf.  for  the  better  re}2fulati(in 
of  the  prulrs-iui! — aiul  if  iiitritriH'  can 
do  so  mnrli  in  iniliK  uii  il  <juar.'»  i>,  iu  the 
way  of  tliwarlin^  ^nod  doifipis  and  for- 
warding evil  ones— it  scarcely  requires  a 
BO  ithsayer  to  apprize  the  ordinarily  wise 
and  prudent  how  much  it  behoves  them, 
in  endeavouring  to  carry  into  effect  a 
matter  so  complicated  and  so  unpopular 
as  medical  reform,  to  devote  all  the 
energy  they  can  spare  to  the  grand  ob- 
ject of  accomplishing  their  purpose. 

Wlien  we  say  that  the  questioii  of  me^ 
dieal  iteferni  ia  ttupo])ular,  we  speak  ge- 
nerally. The  whole  biuisesa  of  medical 
polity  IB  unpopular,  fiv  it  is  oomplicatedy 
and  not  gencnUy  understood;  andwbea 
the  work  of  reform,  which  has  cost  the 
nation  of  late  so  much  anxiety,  and  raised 
such  iuimoil  in  its  application  to  the 
wants  of  the  people  at  large,  is  now  pro- 
posed to  be  extended  to  a  particular  por- 
tion of  the  population  of  the  realm,  how- 
ever important  that  portion  may  be,  the 
oomparalavely  minor  details  and  mimitisB 
of  their  proposed  arrangements  come  orer 
the  senses  of  the  mass  of  the  community 
with  little  less  than  the  relish  of  a  crumie 
repefita  :  it  b  indeed  *'  eaviaie  to  the 
genersl.**  Can  there  be  a  stronger  proof 
of  this  than  that  which  is  afforded  in  the 
programme  of  the  performances  for  the 
next  session  of  parliament  f  Honour^ 
able  members,  thnn^.  lves  not  ovcrbnr- 
theued  with  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  the 
faculty,  know  how  the  wind  blows  re- 
garding the  sentiments  of  their  constitu- 
ents ;  and  while  they  propose  to  legislate 
for  the  bettering  of  **  things  in  general," 
they  will  have  as  lit  tie  as  possible  to  do  with 
the  particular  aflair  of  meddling  with  the 
profession.  However,  they  have  a  shrewd 
giicss  as  to  what  is  suited  ad  vaptanHHfn, 
and  what  is  not  j  and  acconiiugly,  of  the 


ItH  magnificent  dj^sijrns  with  vlii'h 
they  propose  to  th«  niselves  to  entertain 
ihr  ]iiiMJ<-  nt  ilicir  next  meeting,  we  are 
Ui  itified  to  find  that  a  committee  of  in- 
quu  V  into  medical  affairs,  is  one. 

But,  seriously  speaking,  the  moral  of 
all  these  several  eonsideraticms  oii«rht  not 
to  be  thrown  a"  ay.  In  carry ingllie  pro- 
ject of  medical  reform,  the  co-operation 
of  lar^-f  masses,  as  in  that  which  eon- 
cerrK-d  the  nation  at  larsje,  is  twl  to  be 
expected;  nor  can  much  dependcTiee  he 
])]aced  in  the  leaderahip  of  individuals. 
Select,  discreet,  and  cnor^-etic,  though 
not  numerous  parties,  ^\  i!i  he  found  to 
be  the  most  efficient.  The  main  ol»ject 
must  be  well  understood  and  steadily 
kept  in  view ;  the  reformers  of  the  pro- 
fession most  be  agreed  as  to  the  end 
which  dicy  propose,  and  they  must  be 
unanimous  in  the  steps  which  they  take 
to  attain  it  With  these  few  simple 
maxims,  and  a  resolute  determination  to 
despise  the  ravings  of  the  destructives, 
who  neither  know  whence  they  came, 
whither  they  go,  nor  what  they  would 
he  at,  we  would  venture  to  predict  for 
our  steady  reformers  the  event  which  they 
and  we  most  ardently  wish-^-namely,  a 
wholesome  hat  not  exterminating  reibim. 

DECREASE  OF  CHOLERA. 

The  cholera,  which,  as  we  stated  last 
week,  had  visibly  begun  t"  d  -cline,  has 
undergone  a  more  unequi\uca]  dimiau- 
tion  within  the  last  six  or  eiglii  days 
than  during  any  former  period  since  the 
commencement  of  its  present  irruption. 
We  are  fj-lad  to  find  hv  the  Bilk  of  Mor- 
tality that  the  deaths  from  ch<dera  have 
diminished  to  69  in  the  week,  the  nu  mber 
a  fortnight  ago  bavins'  been  nearly  200. 
In  fact,  the  late  sudden  reductmn  of 
temperature,  and  the  change  in  the  at- 
mosphere effected  hv  the  late  heavy 
ales,  seem  to  have  nad  a  beneficial  in- 
uence  on  the  ei)idemic.  If  this  im- 
provement should  continue,  the  pre- 
servation of  life  on  shore  may  he  set 
against  the  mcIancholY  losses  at  sea, 
and  the  old  adage  stiU  remain  true- 
that  it  is  an  iU  wind  that  blows  no- 
body good.*' 

« 
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THE  LATE  DR.  DARWALL. 

Wk  had  latoly  the  painful  task  of  an- 
noiio<  itiir  tlip  cl(\\t)i  of  Dr.  l)ar\\  nl],  of 
Binning  bum,  but  under  cin-iinistances 
whieb  presented  tit  from  beioff  able  to 
do  any  jusCiee  to  bistnemoiy.  we  bave 
llirrcmre  condensed  some  observations 
on  ins  character  from  the  Warwu  k  Ad- 
9eriuer^  and  we  hone  that  the  "  friendly 
bioffrapher,  to  emhalm  bis  memoir," 
uilT  he  found  in  the  accomplished  ph>  - 
sician  from  whose  pen  it  is  ra^y  to 
perceive  tlic  fullowiug'  effusion  Las  ema- 
nated. 

The  death  of  lliis  eminent  and  respect- 
ed pliysician,  which  took  place  on  the 
10th  ultimo,  was  occasioned  hy  an  in- 
jury received  in  tin'  (  vamination  of  a 
<lca(l  body,  at  the  Binning'ham  Hospital, 
on  Tuciday,  the  3(1f1i  ofJuTv  I>rirTj)i:;- 
that  da^,  Dr.  Dar\vaii  u  us  iiiisusjueious 
of  having  incurred  anj  danger.  He 
biixsttcd  his  usual  avocations,  vi»ited 
nis  patients,  antl  in  the  evening-  walked 
in  llie  botanic  Garden.  Very  early  ia 
tbe  noming  of  Wednesday  he  was  at- 
tacked witfi  severe  sbtvenng*,  to  which 
violent  re-action  800D  succeeded,  with 
inflannnafion  of  the  ahsorhents  of  his 
left  hand  and  arm.  Althouj^b  these 
symptoms  subsided,  under  tbe  skilful 
attentions  of  tbe  professional  friends 
m!}o  \\  ov<^  snfni  asseifibb  f?  ri  nnd  him, 
his  system  never  recavcrcd  the  '^bnck; 
and  after  eleven  anxious  days,  dunng 
most  of  which  san^fuine  hopes  wereen- 
tertained  of  his  recovery,  he  breathed  his 
last.  Dr.  Daruall  has  been  suddenly 
snatched  av*av,  in  the  prime  of  life, 
from  his  famify,  from  his  friends,  horn 
the  midst  of  labours  only  stisjiended  by 
the  illness  of  a  few  days— labours  surli 
as  few  could  have  sustained,  and  from 
the  performance  of  duties,  the  termina- 
tion of  which,  before  be  bad  attained  bis 
40th  year,  will  lonjj  he  felt  as  a  calamity 
by  numerous  patn-nts  of  :\]\  elasses. 
Tbe  shortness  of  his  last  liincss  —  its 
accidental  origin— and  the  abrupt  ees- 
sation  of  bis  extraordinary  mental  acti- 
vity— are  circumstances  so  painfully  af- 
flicting to  his  family  and  to  his  imme- 
diate mends,  that  even  the  very  {general 
concern  which  baa  been  occasioned  by 
these  sad  events  cannot,  for  the  present, 
he  rvpeeted  to  soften  the  poi«("nanrv  nf 
tbeirsorrow.  If  great  mental  acutencss 
^if  extensive  learning^if  a  profound 


U  DARWALi;* 

knuwlt^ge  of  medicine,  united  with  the 
highest  practical  slull>4f  iaduisiry  the 
most  indefatig-ahle,  and  benevolence  no 

less  enli^^litened  than  it  was  ardent,  coiild 
have  Ix  rn  anv  pniteetion  irom  an  earlv 
death,  the  puhhc  mijg^ht  ret,  for  tuauyr 
years,  have  benefttetlby  his  ability  snd 
bis  experience.    After  several  jeaia  of 
htuiourable  toil,  antl  no  small  |)orti(in  of 
the  anxieties  experienced  by  physicians 
in  the  early  part  of  thdr  practice,  I>r. 
DarwaU^aprofesstonal  engagymcnt^  had 
for  some  time  been  ijrcally  inen-a-siugfj 
and  of  no  member  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession in  this  county  mi^bt  it  Ua%e 
been  more  eonfidentl^'  ]iredieled,  that  ke 
would  eventually  ei^ojr  the  most  estett- 
sive  fame,  and  realize  an  ample  fortunes 

for  about  two  years  before  his  tleath, 
be  held  tbe  office  of  physician  to  the 
Oencral  Uosnital — long- an  object  of  bi» 
anibittfm,  niul  to  which  be  was  elected, 
by  the  jfoveriiors  *vit]i  tbe  most  tlrttii  r- 
iiiX  uiurks  of  coni^idenition ;  itiui\  lUuuis 
ofall  parties  concarrittg  in  the  app«nnu 
ment,  and  more  dian  one  of  hia  medical 
competitor*  secedinir  from  all  opposition 
to  claims  which  rested  on  every  uieril 
that  could  entitle  a  medical  praelitiuuer 
to  distinction.    One  of  bis  lint  stepa^ 
after  bis  apjxu'utment,  was  to  eonunence 
a  series  oi  lectures  on  such  easels  as 
he  deemed  tbe  most  instructive;  i'n>m 
which,  if  his  life  had  been  pn>longed, 
the  pupils  of  tbe  hospital  would  doubi. 
less  riavo  derived  irreat  advaiitafTC. 

His  w  ork  on  the  Diseaj»es  of  CJiildrcn, 
published  about  three  years  Siince,  ia 
characterised  by  all  that  shouM  distiB«> 
gnish  the  production  of  a  practical  phj* 
sician;  and  the  remark'^  on  Sjilnal  Irri- 
tation, appended  to  it,  excited  very  ge- 
neral attention  fixm  lh«i  prolessioii.  He 
had  proceeded  someway  in  a  IIisKiry  of 
Medicine,  llir  first  part  (  f  \\liieli  is,  we 
believe,  about  to  be  puhlisbe<i  nn  b  r  ihe 
superintendence  of  tne  "Sodru  lur  tbe 
Prnmotion  of  Usefiil  Knowledge. "  Hia 
contributions   to   tbe    CyeUpm^  ^ 
Practical  Medicine,  on  die  Diseases  of 
Artizans,  and  on  tbe  different  varieties 
6f  Dropsy,  possess  die  highest  value. 
He  was  engaged  in  the  preparation  of 
some  papers  on  the  CurnViility  of  Con- 
suini)tion,  inientb  d  fnv  thi    I  lansactions 
of  tlic  "  I'lovincKil  Medical  and  ^urgi- 
cal  Association;'*  which,  as  they  would 
have  been  (like  all  his  writings)  tbe  re- 
sult of  lon^  observation  and  sound  jndg.  ^ 
meut^  it  IS  to  be  boned  may  he  found 
saflkientljr  advaacca  fur  publication. 
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At  the  late  grcHi  meeting  of  medical 
men,  lio](i  at  Bristol,  ho  u  as  tniniiinTonsly 
appointed  to  deliver  tiie  Oration  at  the 
next  aimirenHir^  of  the  Aasorifttion,  to 
l)e  Ih  111  at  Birminj^ham,  in  July  1834. 
l>ealli  a!)rnptlv  emled  all  his  iindor- 
takiiigs;  hut  JU^tI'  ^  will,  we  tnist,  he 
done  to  those  oi  which  his  too  short 
life  had  penntttMi  the  oompletioii,  and 
some  friendly  bioffmpher  be  found  to 
einhalm  his  valuable  memory;  for  his 
acroinplishineTtts,  his  iiiteiUions,  and  all 
till-  excellent  Qualities  oi'his  heart,  were 
only  thoroughly  known  by  those  to 
whom  a  long^  intimacy  had  unfolded 
them.  We  know  thnt  we  are  justified 
iu  saying-  that  such  was  the  well- 
founded  opinion  entertained  hy  his  medi- 
cal brethren,  of  his  praedcal  ability  and 
of  his  spotless  intesrity,  that,  although 
li»'  iii'i(h*T  iKt^^^osscflthe  <;nftju^ss  of  ad- 
dre^ti  wliich  \>  iiiK  at  lirst  t»ight,  nor  any 
of  the  weakness  whidi  conciliates  by 
injudicions  concessions,  be  was  becom- 
ing' every  day  more  and  more  resorted  to 
bv  (hose  who  either  wished  for  the  cnn- 
soiatitm  of  bis  attendance,  or  the  g^uid- 
ance  of  his  almost  unerring  profesnonai 
judgment.  PI  is  hahits;  ana  the  whole 
rhnrartcr  of  iiis  iiiiiul,  were  such  as  to 
n-mh  r  hiiii  fnllv  aiid  ontiielv  dcscrviii»r 
ul  sueli  coniidcnce.  It  nii^lit  he  said  of 
bittij  that  bis  venr  nature  rorbade  bim  to 
Iw  indolent  He  was  never  weary  of 
mental  labour.  His  reading  was  nio?;t 
extensive  and  various;  ana  whilst  his 
acquaintance  with  his  own  profession 
knew  no  Kndls  but  that  of  medical  ad- 
enee  itself,  there  was  no  department  or 
Vrintl  (if  literature,  ancient  or  modern,  of 
which  he  could  be  said  to  he  rntircly 
ignorant;  and  with  all  the  hi^at  and 
tiK)  much  neglected  literature  of  the 
English  language  he  was  most  fami- 
liar. None  of  tho  vulgar  mrtliods  of 
destroying  time  were  necessary  to  him — 
be  Inquired  none  of  the  common  relaza- 
lions,  and  was  attached  to  none  of  the 
common  amusements  of  life.  Practical 
observation,  active  duties,  readinn^ 
reflection,  filled  up  every  hour. 

The  suqjcnnon  of  a  careerso  patiently 
and  diliMUtljr  punned,  just  when  the 
earh'  dimrulties  with  which  he  had 
manlnllv  roiitnuhd  were  nearly  over- 
conn,  aii(i  every  prospect  was  at  length 
opening  more  wiaeljjr  and  brightly,  can- 
not but  be  felt  by  bis  relatives  and  bis 
friends  as  amir! ion  of  the  severest 
kind.  Whih»t  the  medical  profeaiicin  has 


lost  a  physician  whose  attainments  and 

whose  character  reflected  honour  upon 
medicine,  society  has  lust  an  invaiuahle 
member* 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  MtUical  Ouzttte, 
Sill, 

T  wi  directed  by  the  Prcsidmf  to  trans, 
mil  to  you  the  enclosed  cop^  ul  u  State- 
Bwnty  &e.;  and  «m,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EoM.  Bku-oua,  Sm, 

College  of  Surgeons, 

4tasc|ii.  loi. 

In  pursuuiiec  of  a  Resolution  of  the  Coun- 
cil, on  the  39tb  of  Januaiy  last. 

That  ON  §tpa$kMm  tftkt  HMtofthe  CotUgt 
hi  ftmifinig  t9  tim«mad€  tQiUnumben,'* 

The  Conncil  puUlsb  the  following 

STATE  MBNT. 

'  The  Corporation  of  Surgeons,  establish* 
ed  as  a  distinct  body,  hy  Act  of  FsrilamenL 

in  the  ytar  I71.J,  havina;  become  dissolved 
in  rnn  sequence  of  an  ac<identul  informa^ 
iity  ni  their  proceedings,  the  present  Royal 
Collie  of  iSui^cons  was  founded  in  the 
year  1800  by  his  Majesty  Kinij  (it-orgc  the 
Third,  for  toe  advancement  of  surgery,  for 
the  examination  of  surgeons  in  tne  army 
and  navy,  and  of  other  individuals  who 
nii^ht  wish  to  engage  in  the  suigical  pro> 
fession. 

The  repute  in  which  the  Corporation 

was  held  appotrs  to  have  been  so  limited» 
that  a  large  j>roporti»»n  of  the  practitioners 
throughout  the  kingdom  had  undergone 
no  examinatioD,  anabad  not  even  a  nomi. 
nal  connexion  with  it.  The  lidu'ritanec 
derived  hy  the  College  from  the  Cor|>ora- 
tion  was  as  follows : — IO,i:)d/.  7$.  3d.  3  per 
cent  C'(ms«>l8;  \233l.  Od.  due  from  the 
Citv  of  I^ndon  for  the  Hall  in  the  OKI 
Bailey;  2mii.  lQ*.7d.  in  Exchequer  Bilhs 
and  at  the  Banker's;  the  house  in  Lin* 
coln*s-inn  Fields,  which  then  occupied  one< 
half  of  the  site  of  the  present  pmni-'cs ; 
and  a  rcnt-chaige  of  lt>/.  per  annum  on 
)>remises  in  Snowbiil,  beoneathed  by  Mr. 
Gale  for  the  endowment  of  a  Professorship 
nf  ATintnmy.  There  were  no  certain  funcui 
of  any  other  description,  for  defraying  the 
expense  of  nudntahiing  tlie  great  national 
collection  ptirchased  hy  Parliament  of  the 
execuluin  of  Mx,  John  Hunter,  and  which 
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the  College  now  holds  m  tmst  for  the 
public. 

When  the  Collcpre  received  its  Charter 
from  the  ('n»vvi»,  it  derived  no  iissist ante  of 
any  kind  iVoui  tbe  other  branches  oi'  the 
legislature:  the  Charter  wan  minply  per- 
ln^^  ,  allowing  the  Court  c»f  F.MHuincrs 
ti>  ixuiiiine  Xhme  who  might  ruluntariljr 
preiient  themielm,  but  giving  there  no  le- 
gal aathority  whatever  to  compel  procti. 
tioners  in  sui^ery  to  obtain  their  diploma, 
Bor  to  prosecute  those  who  took  upon 
tbemflelves  to  practite  without  it  The 

Collt"^''.  th(Ti  f  >rr,  ■[•m^^i'S'^iTTc:;  iii-i  fitluT  in- 
flueim-  lium  that  of  opiiiiuu,  was  left  to 
rei>t  altogether  on  its  own  character.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  would  never  hare 
advanced  to  its  present  state  of  prosperity, 
if  it  had  failed  to  obtain  the  contidenee  of 
tbe  profeasion  and  the  public ;  and  the  best 
proof  tliat  it  lias  siuceedid  in  this  object 
is  to  bp  found  in  the  increased  and  increas- 
nuuihrr  of  the  members.  In  the  first 
two  years  ai  d  r  the  estabUsbment  of  the 
College,  the  di|'Ionm  ^vns  t^mnted  to  300, 
and  in  the  last  two  years  to  not  fewer  than 
770  aemben. 

Although  the  Collcjre  (I»  rivt  s  uu  inipor- 
tunt  accessicm  to  its  scicntiHc  charncteri 
from  the  pos4>c.<^sion  of  the  Hunterian  Col> 
lection,  its  preservation  and  public  use^i 
bare  been  a  source  of  great  c&pense  to  the 
institution. 

The  sum  of  27,iMKM.  obtained  fWrni  ^ir. 
liament  having  been  insiiffielent  for  build- 
ing the  Museum,  an  addition,  amounting 
to  nearly  as  much,  was  supplied  from  the 
llnnds  of  the  College.  But  independently 
of  what  has  been  laid  out  on  the  building 
of  the  Museum,  about  36,000/.  have  been 
expended  on  its  contents.  The  Council 
have  always  regarded  the  charge  of  the 
Collection  ns  one  of  the  most  important 
trusts  of  tile  C'olk'f;e  ;  and  they  lielicve  tliey 
bave  best  perf(»rmed  their  dutv  by  sjiaring 
no  expen<;L-  w  hich  might  tend  to  make  it 
as  complete  as  possible. 

liiirt?  Lectnres  are  delirered  annually 
in  tbe  "nieatre  of  the  College,  by  tw<»  Pro- 
fessors appointed  by  the  Council.  To  these 
the  merabNETs  of  the  College  are  admitted 
by  right,  and  the  senior  students  of  tbe 
nu  trojiolitrm  ?.MS|titiils  by  lonrtesy. 

The  Library,  eollecte<i  within  the  last 
six  years,  and*  c<»raprising  the  most  valna- 
hie  works  in  medicine  and  surgery,  as  well 

in  crenrn\l  scii  nri-.  is  open  to  thr  mem- 
bers of  tlie  pr«>lcM>ioii  und  other  seieutiiie 
persons,  on  we  most  liberal  conditions. 

Notwithstanding  the  Inrp^c  dmiands 
made  upon  the  funds  of  the  College  by  the 
nmiuteuanee  of  the  Collection,  by  the  for- 
mation of  the  Library,  and  by  the  uiannge- 
nient  of  the  irrneral  hnsinrss  of  the  insti- 
tution, the  annual  expenditure  bus  hitherto 


been  kept  within  the  limits  of  it^  ittermt, 
so  that  a  considerable  ftrodctl  property  bss 

gradually  acennuilatid,  which  is  now  at 
the  disposal    f  the  Council,  to  be  ii]>jdii  U 
as  opportuuiiie.s  may  occur,  for  the  ad 
▼ancement  of  tbe  sciences  conaeded  widi 

The  following  are  more  dctaiird  sitate 
ments,  relating  to  the  Mnsenm,  Litmuj^ 
and  Finances  of  the  College. 

■tcnvM. 

The  valnable  Collection  of  Prepar«tioa» 

Tnnde  by  tbe  late  Jo!.ti  Hunter,  A\a»  en- 
trusted to  the  Corporation  of  •Sorgeons,  oh 
the  following  conditions:— 
**  Ist  Tbe  Colleetion  shall  be  open  fiw 
hour*!  in  the  forenoon  two  days  cvcrr 
week,  for  j  n-spvetion  and  consultatioo 
of  the  Fellows  of  tbe  College  of  Fli^- 
sicians,  the  3Iembers  of  the  Company 
of  SuiTgc(»ns,  and  jK'rsous  prop<rrly  in 
troduccd  1)y  them  ;  a  CataJogoc  of  the 
prcjiarations,  and  a  proj>cr  person  to 
explain  it,  being  at  those  times  always 
in  the  room* 
*  3d.  That  one  coarse  of  Leetnres,  net 
less  than  twcntv-four  in  number,  os 
comparative  anatomy  and  other  snb 
jects,  illustrated  by  llie  j»re|iaratious, 
diaU  he  given  eveiy  year,  by  aome 
member  of  tlie  company. 
"Sd.  That  the  pn  parations  shall  be  kept 
in  a  state  of  {trescrvation,  and  tbe  Col- 
lecticm  in  ms  i)erfect  a  state  a-s  po^blr, 
at  the  expense  of  the  CorponU]"!^  <»f 
Sui^eous,  subject  to  the  annual  xa- 
spe^on  and  superintendenee  of  tlMr 
'I'rnstees. 

"  4th.  I'hat  there  shall  l^e  a  Board  of 
Trustees,  to  consist  of  sixteen  mem- 
bers, by  virtue  of  their  public  offices, 

and  of  fourteen  others,  to  be  appoint- 
ed in  the  first  instance  by  the  Lords  of 
tbe  Treasury,  and  afterwards  to  be 
elt'i  tod,  as  vacnneies  may  happen,  by 
a  nmioritv  of  the  remaining  Trusleci 
"  5th.  That  the  Museum  shall  always  be 
oj)cn  for  the  inspection  of  oil  or  any  of 
the  said  Trustees,  ^^li"  are  to  take 
care  that  the  Corporation  of  Surgeons 
perform  their  engagements  respeetlBg 
the  said  Coll    li'  n      I  hat  a  day  be 
ap|>ointed  for  the  annuiil  iuKpection 
of  the  Museum,  by  the  Trustees  acting 
collectively  as  a  Bibard ;  and  that  they 
arc  also  to  have  quarterly  mi«  tintr*, 
for  the  transaction  of  any  bu.'sinfcs* 
relative  to  tbe  Moseimi,  and  for  the 
filling  up  sueh  vacancies  as  may  hap- 
pi-n  in  the  number  of  the  Trustees; 
and  that  tiie  Corporation  of  ^ur^cous 
shall  engage  sotm  }irrson  to  olhciate 
as  S(  crctary  to  the  Hoard  n]>on  Mn-h 
oevasiuu!)^  and  to  iksuc  previous  uoUec^ 
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to  the  members,  in  wfaidl  be  is  to 

state  particulaHv  whrthcr  nn\  vacaii- 
ficj*  are  to  be  filieci  up     new  tit- 1  uons." 

By  a  rote  of  Parliament,  13th  June, 
1799,  tlic  sum  of  lo,lKMW.  was  paid  for  this 
Doble  Collection ;  and  grants  amounting 
to  27,d00t  were  subsequently  voted  for  tho 
erection  of  a  buiidiog  soitabk  for  iU  re- 
ceptitiik 

Stupendous  as  this  Collection  qppcan 

when  it  is  rccolkcted  tlmt  it  was  tlie  work 
of  one  great  mind,  vet  in  tlu'  lapse  of  years 
it  has  been  found  tLat  utany  charms  were 
left  to  be  filled  up  bv  future  labours  and 
jrescarchcs. 

The  Museum  com])rclicnds  systematic 
aeries  of  specimens  and  preparnticms  illus. 
tiatiTO  of  animal  and  vegetable  strttctOfM 
in  healthy  nnd  in  morbiil  c  oiuUtions. 

Each  series  was  originally  commenced 
by  Mr.  HttuteTt  but  manj  valuable  addu 
tions  hare  been  made  subsequently  to  his 
dccctise. 

Subjoined  is  a  detail  of  the  present  state 
of  the  Collection,  oompriring  a  summary 
of  the  original  preparations,  und  of  the 
additions  in  the  respective  departments  of 
the  Museum;  from  which  It  will  be  seen 
witli  regret  how  much  the  want  of  sjiacc 
precludes  a  due  display  of  the  raiuidile  spe- 
cimena> 

I.  Phmiotogieal  Seiies,  or  Nalnral  Structurm 
from  the  Ammal  tmd  Vegetablt  KitigdmiU—' 
*1N  Spikit. 

Hunterian  Preparations  ,  3745 
Additional  Prepexations  .  fifi7 

  4272 

The  wltole  of  this  series  is  displayed  in 

tlic  g^allcr}  of  the  Museum.  It  is  that 
which  came  into  the  possession  of  the  r«)l- 
lege  in  the  most  complete  state,  and  to 
wnicb  Bfr.  Hunter  appears  to  have  devoted 
the  greatest  shure  f>f  his  attention 

The  Catalogue  of  this  series,  auliientl> 
cated  by  the  rerision  of  the  Pounder,  eon. 
sists  of  quarto  fasciculi  containing  manu. 
script  Prefaces  and  Introductions  explana- 
tory of  tUe  several  divisions,  with  general 
observations  on  the  funvtiMis  they  were 
designed  to  illustrate.  It  oomprised  de- 
scriptions of  about  a  fiftieth  part  of  the 
series,  whereas  the  pt)rtion  of  tlie  Cata- 
logue now  printed  contains  deseriptions  of 
about  one-nftb  part  of  the  whole. 

IL  Kattml  Sfm^ritrf  0|f  AnimaU  awl  V^etO' 

Hunterian  .  617 
Additional      .  li^ 

  74o 

Tilc  printed  Catalogue  of  this  difisioa 
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contains  lM>ih  the  Hnnteriui  prepamtioDx 
and  the  additions, 

III*  Oattobigjh  Human  md  CSpMfwnstise. 

Hunterian  963 
Additional  .   .  973 

  1936 

Of  th*'*;<*  '^pooimcns  about  a  fifth  part 
onl^  is  di&piuyed.  The  Catalogue  of  this 
<H?]sion  is  printed.    In  the  basement  of 

the  Museum  are  upwards  of  400  boxes, 
containing  either  the  entire  ski  leton  in  a 
scpanited  state,  or  p(»rtions  of  the  skele- 
tons of  animals  dissected  hy  Mr.  Hunter. 
These,  from  want  of  necoinmodation,  haW 
never  been  displayed  or  catalogued. 

IV.  Katitnt  Hlrtwy— Of  Spibit. 

HnnterUn  •  .  1743 
Additional      .  3.55 

  2098 

This  scries  appears  to  liave  been  designed 
to  convey  an  idea  of  the  natural  aihnities 
of  the  animal  kingdom  in  an  asoendinf 
scale.  The  printed  Catalogue  includes 
the  Inii  )  tchraUif  nntned  ]>rineipally  accord- 
ing to  tlie  nnraencliiture  of  Cuvier,  but  re- 
taining the  Hunterian  arrangement  This 
divisi<m  is  reii^arded  asapreUmiiuury  to  the 
Physiological  series. 

y.  Naiural  HiMtorjf—JhLY, 

a.  Wrvm^  ANIMALS. 

HuBteriaa  67 
Additiomd      «  13 

  100 

K  OBISO  SFEClMCVi  OF  TNSBCTS^  SaSLLSt 

ZGOFaklKS. 

Hunterian  and  Additional,  about  J,000i. 
No  Catalogue  of  these  exists. 

VI.  Fos$ilu 

Hunterian  .  1215 
Additional      .  900 

—  1415 

There  is  a  manuscript  Catuloirtie  ofthitf 
series,  with  an  Introduction  by  Mr.  Hunter* 

The  specimens  are  cbieily  contained  in 
eubes  on  the  floor  of  the  Museum,  but  the 
present  aoeommodation  does  not  admit  of 
their  proper  anangenent  and  display. 

VIL  FslAohirieBl  Preparatkm—m  Snaiv. 

Hunterian  •  1084 
Additional  306 

— >  1393 

7'hi'  ^^ataloi^^iu^of  the  Hunterian  portion 
is  priutcUy  and  the  Preparations  are  ar. 
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ranged  on  tiw  left  aid*  of  tho  floor  of  Um 

Museum. 

VIIL  Pathohgical  FnparotioHi'^Uax. 

Hunterian       .  625 

Additional      .  U5 

 720 

This  aeriaa  had  originally  the  moat  per. 

feet  explanatory  dooumciits  of  any  in  the 
Collection,  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Hunter, 
who  bestowed  greut  pains  on  its  arrange- 
sient,  preparatoiT)  it  baa  hecn  fu|>posed,  to 
a  work  on  the  "  jDi^ra  r^  (  f  Bone."  Tliere 
is  u  printed  Calulugue  uf  the  Uuntehaa 
specimens,  which  are  c*ontaiiied  in  drnweia 
beneath  the  nocth  platform. 

.    IX.  CtdcuUiind  Qmcreltonf. 

Httuterian  .  636 
Additional  1245 

 1781 

Aboat  half  of  this  series  ia  diapfaiyed  in 

eases  on  the  floor  of  the  Musenm.  A  ma- 
nuscript Catalogue  of  the  whole  is  com- 
pleted, bnt  the  ehemical  eompoaitioa  of 
many  specimens  remains  to  be  ascertained. 

X.  Monsien  aiui  Maljormatnms. 

Hunterian  .  218 
AddlUonal  1€7 

 aS5 

There  la  an  original  Catalogue  of  this 

series,  containini^  a  elassifii-ntion  of  mon- 
sters by  Mr.  iiuuter}  according  to  which 
they  are  now  arranged  in  the  piinted  Ca- 
talogue. 

In  adilition  to  these  are  about  150  mis. 
cellancous  specimens,  including  casts,  >iur. 
gieal  iuKtruments,  &.c.  chiefly  additions, 
and  a  collection  of  drawings  and  oil  paint, 
ings,  amounting  to  about  1000. 

Besides  die  mnces  <if  skeletons  before 
mentionctl,  tlie  bascinent  contains  about 
lo'2l)  store  s[>ceimeas,  chiefly  donations. 

Of  the  preparatinos  in  spirit,  a  total  of 
8067,  abont  tliree  fourths  are  capable  of 
being  arranged  and  displayed  in  the  pre- 
sejtt  Museum.  Of  the  dry  preparations,  a 
totri  of  7697,  not  more  than  one  seventh 
part  can  He  displayed,  and  even  this  pro- 
portion cannot  he  usefnlly  nrrani^ed;  so 
tiiat  little  more  than  one  iiali  uf  tho  eutirc 
Collection  is  at  pneent  e^mble  of  being 
exhibited  to  advantasre. 

Some  room  may  be  gained  by  new 
arrangements,  and  alto  by  deanng  the 
Collection  of  specimens  of  great  bulk  and 
little  value;  bii»  it  is  cridrnt  that  no  mea- 
sure, i>hoft  ol  an  aildiliun  to  the  actual 
capacity  of  the  Museum,  will  be  efiectoal 
for  tlie  pnrpo<te  of  usefully  displayinif  the 
present  CoUection,  and  providJjig  ado. 


quately  for  its  increase.  Tikii»  aob|«A  ka* 
long  occupied  the  delibefmUon*  sif  ti^ 
Council,  and  ite  paramount  iMiparlaw 
wiil  not  fail  to  ensure  their  nnrMdniar 

attention. 

In  proof  of  their  sense  of  oblippirtiw  » 

the  Father  of  His  present  Majc.^tT,  >r 
whose  gracious  favour  the  Collet 
appointed  the  depositurv  of  this  gnsmL  bs 
tional  trust,  the  Conncil  refer  witli  mtit^ 
facti«»n  to  a  liberal  expenditure'  fnr  tbr 
due  presenration  and  continual  augriiMBia- 
tion  of  the  CoUeetion;  to  tta  mdcdbfo d» 
play,  so  fur  asthebuiMinti^,  erected  forxka 
special  purjiose,  permits;  to  the  ^ndow 
ment  of  Prufessriihips  for  its  cluciilati^o. 
and  to  the  institution  and  enct»ujnig*xn)ml 
of  Prisce  Dissertations,  somr  <  f  \Thicb  hM*t 
prvred  valuable  contributions  to  Soxgicfti 
utrntare; 

Finailv,  they  refer  to  the  formation 
advanced  state  of  the  Catalo^ic  —  a  wort 
of  peculiar  diiheulty,  not  only  on  aci^usd 
of  the  defeetive  state  of  the  manuscfifl 
doenments  authenticated  by  Mr.  Ifunfter, 
bat  from  the  scantiness  of  iaformataoa  le- 
apecting  numerdns  specimens.  Of  dUs 
important  work,  now  in  stead  •  prorn^ 
toward;^  completion,  the  follotiriii^  BaxH 
have  been  printed  — 

].  Series  of  Pathological  PtDepuatSom^  in 

spirit. 

%  Series  of  Fatbological  Pteparations^ 

a  dry  state. 

3.  Series  of  C<»mparatjvr  O  itcnlotrv 

4.  Series  of  Dry  Preparations,  not  i)>teo- 

logical,  in  Compaxative  Aoatomj. 

5.  Series  of  Monstrosities  and  Mailbnna. 

tions. 

6.  Series  of  Exterior  Natarnl  ffistor^,  in 

spirit:  —  oomprising  altogether  708 
pages  in  quarta 

A  more  elaborate  Cataloiraa  of  the  tue 

first  subdivisions  of  the  Physiological  Se- 
ries, including  tl»e  organs  of  Ix>eoroi»tii^n 
and  Digestion,  accompanied  by  explnua. 
torv  notes,  and  illustrated  by  engravinga^ 
wiTl  be  published  in  Oetobernext. 

'i'ho  illustration,  from  time  to  titiie,iif 
rare  specimens,  and  of  sneh  portiona  ef 
the  several  scries  us  are  little  known,  bv 
means  of  aceunite  entfra\  iiif^s  and  de<:rrip. 
uou^,  is  already  coin:uenccd  in  the  "  lUc- 
moirof  the  Nautilu>i  i*onipilius." 

The  Museum  atTor.ls  an  incvhan'tf file 
fund  of  information  to  the  student  ul  ^a- 
tnral  and  Medical  science,  and  the  CoOee. 
tion,  taken  as  a  whole,  may  be  re^rdcd  as 
iinrqualled.  No  one  who  makes  hini^lf 
lauuliar  with  its  treasures,  aud  is  eudowiti 
with  a  philosophical  spirit,  will  nuit  it 
without  deriving  a  powerful  stimulus  ti> 
his  anatomical  stndlea^  and  disvovering 
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mnijr  iiiterc<:tinc:  pntlis  by  wbick  that  to  the  I^fcinbers  of  tho  CoUep^e  and  to  the 

Bpirit  may  he  gratilied.  public  as  is  compatible  with  due  regula- 

It  M  OMB  t«i  Hemben,  and  to  Tlsiton  tions  for  its  securitv  and  prescrvatiun, 

proMi'lyliitrDduced,  from  lOunCil  4o'elock,  vitb  the  advantage  of  a  Librarian,  who  is 

on  Mf>nda\,  \\  tMlTH'«;(lay,  miuI  Friday,  in  constantly  in  attcirulantv,  and  whose  ser- 

each  weekj  and  to  muutitjc  foreigners  vices  are  rendered  more  valuable  by  his  in- 

dailj.  The  CoBfetrator  attends  to  supply,  Umate  acquaintance  with  general  medical 

as  lar  as  possible,  (be  defidcnctes  of  tfie  literature  and  with  the  languages  in  which 

Catalogue.  most  of  the  intorcstin?  \v«»rl{^  !>]>pcar. 

LiBHAiiv.  From  the  extent  and  rupnl  increase  of 

,           ,       ,1    '      ...      ...  Uie  Libmry,  the  want  of  a  snIBeieDt  Space 

It  ba..  ever  been  the  «)uviction  of  the  armn^cmenl  is  as  severely  f/t  in 

Council,  that  the  splendid  Collection  of  ^^^^  Ueparlment  as  in  that  of  the  Museum. 

Mr.  Hunter  was  limited  in  Us  useful  ap-  .f^e  Library  is  open  every  day  from  10 

phca  ..m  ti)  Surgery  wu  ,om  the  addition  ^                   j^flst  of  October  to  the 

pf  a  Libm^,  which  shova^^  '-t  of  April ;  nnd  from  10  to  o  o'clock 

a<i  to  comprehend  tdl  the  objects  for  the  remaimng  portion  of  the  jear, 

promotion  of  which  the  Collection  was  for  alf  Members  of  tle*^CoUege  and  thei; 

ftiniied-theSrieiKe  aswellasthe  Art  of  ^^^.^^^^  gtudents;  except  on  Satunlays. 

>vhen  it  is  sh.it  nt  I  o'dock.  and  except 

year  Ife?  that  the  Council  considered  the  ^            ^^^^              .  ^.^J-^ 

time  to  have  arrived  when  they  won  <1  ho  ^         ^            ^refikfm,  la 

dcvoang  a  liberal  sum  to  its  ^j^j^        j„  other  points  the  R.,a.lutions 

f?r?!™lf "  r          ""^""^^  r    ?'  ^'f  the  British  Museum  have  bccu  as  nearly 

5?%T^  '    ^  <^«in»n«»fement.  indec.l,  -^i^  followed, 

had  been  previously  made;  (me  of  the  *^ 
members  of  the  Council,  the  late  Sir 

Charles  BHcke,  haWng  be(iueathed  the  fikakcbs. 

sum  of  300/.  in  trust  for  this  purpose.  The  receipts  of  the  CoUe^'C  arc,  and  ever 

Since  tlie  yesir  1827,  the  trros'^  mi  mi  of  have  been,  chiefly  derived  from  the  sum 

10,172/.  has  been  expended  in  proaiuting  paid  for  the  diploma  *i  and  inasmuch  as 

tliis  important  object,  which  the  ConncU  there  is  no  well  defined  law  obliging  a 

believes  to  have  met  \\  ith  ijeneral  approha-  student  to  seek  this  distinction  i)reviously 

tion,  and  to  have  been  found  eminently  to  his  commenein^  I>ractice  as  a  surgeon, 

ustful  as  a  means  of  stud^'  to  the  younger,  the  income  from  this  source  is  uncertain, 

and  of  reference  to  the  older  members  of  The  expenses  of  the  College  and  Library, 

the  profession.  and  esprcl ally  those  entailed  by  the  posse?? 

The  Libranr  comprises  a  splendid  colicc  siun  of  the  liuuteriau  CoUuolion,  have 

tioD  of  standard  and  valuable  books,  as  been  very  considerable.  It  has  tlieref<ne 

well  as  of  periodical  publications  in  all  been  a  great  object  with  the  Council  to 

branches  of  medical  liternttjre,  and  of  the  nali/e  su'  h  a  permanent  income  an  may 

sciences  connected  therewith.    It  contains  be  sutlieient  to  meet  this  unavoidable  ex- 

nearly  16,000  volumes,  and  is  continually  jtendiitttre,  in  the  event  of  their  usual 

receiving  additions  of  new  publications  annual  resources  being  materially  dimi* 

aud  of  ancient  works*  It  is  as  aocessible  utshed. 

The  average  Receipts 'of  the  College  for  the  last  three  years,  have       £.    ».  d, 

anionnted  to,  per  annum   11,1  Ifi  10  :l 

The  avcrai;e  Annual  Expenditure  foe  the  same  period  has  been   .      ^3-10  10 

It  has  been  distributed  as  follows : — 

lat.  CoLLECiK  DrrM^TMrvT^,  includinc:  (  "in.eil, 


*  From  the  period  of  Incoriiorntion,  up  to  March 

IP!?l,a  ^ubHtTiplii'ii  MfoiiL-  pnuM  !  [ur  <;iiiuiiM  wa« 
psiiil  towards  ttio  curn'tit  i-xiu-ii-i*^  of  i'.;e  f'olU*^*? 
by  each  memlier  ro:-tidoiil  in  and  uround  London, 

snd  two  ikmumU  by  cscb  roemlicr  of  th«  Coancll. 
But  ■>  teon  ss  th*  Incoine  and  cmpltal  JvUacd 
tbc  rwnlssioo  of  Uisic  feoriy  psyntatSttfcey  were 
diaconttnaed. 

t  In  uxphinatixn  of  tlils  total,  It  is  ri^'lil  to  mon - 
tioD,  tli4t,  upon  ail  hvi  t  ijv  uf  llic  l  int  thric  yt-.iri, 
the  Court  of  Examiners  niiL't  forty.tive  times  in 
ttefMr,  ttiat  each  aieetin((  occn|dcil  at  Ifa't  six 
Imnus.  Fub  examiner  receive*  h&lf-afuioea  for 
every  exsmlnnlloa  for  the  diploma,  and  ont  gol- 
ma  for  bla  atuudsnce,  provUod  h«  bo  prsstst 


from  the  eommenrement  to  the  termination  of  the 
Court  t  but  no  fcf  cxnniinntioti  of  surgeuiiH 

and  a*«iHtant-sur^;ti>tiH  f  ir  Army,  Navy,  nnil 
KM't  IiidiH  Comii.my's  .Service  In  addition  to 
tUe  quarterly  meetings  of  ihc  CuuruU,  their  eitra> 
oi^nary  meetings.  a%*rragi'd  for  the  Ia«t  three 
yoam,  amounted  to  tvctre  iu  each  year,  thai  c«cb 
meeting  occupied  fh>m  tvo  to  tTiree  hoiir«,  and 
tliAt  each  member  i)ri'!*i-nt  dur  n,;  llu- ubi  '.  -  ■  f  the 
proLcedlnirn  recelvt-d  cine  Kuinei  fur  tvt  ry  fttten* 
dtiiiCL'.  Tlic  iiuditorK  hold  four  meeting*  in  the 
year,  aud  eacii  auditor  receives  one  guinea  for  hla 
attendance.  But  fur  the  numeroua  OtSStlOgS  of 
Iho  aevoril  Boards  and  Commlttecci  occopying 
vncb  valuable  tlsM  of  tbe  eisiBbera,  no  remunc* 
raUon  Is  roc^ved* 
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ronrt  of  Examiners,  Auditors,  DiplomaSiStampt,  £.  t. 
Taxes,  Salaries  and  Wages,  &tc  '«   .    4,7<X)  17 

3d.  McsEVM  Depaktment,  including  the  purchaae 
of  Specimens,  Spirit,  Bottles,  Catuogues,  Print- 
ing, Engraving,  Stationery,  Taxes,  Salaries  and 
Wages,  &c  1,937  10 

Sd.  Library  Department,  including  the  purchase 
and  binding;  oT  Books,  fiook-cascs,  Cfttalogoey 
Stationery,  Salary,  &c   934  14 

4th.  MiscKLLANEOcs  EXPENSES,  including  Re- 
pairs, Furniture,  Law  Expenses,  and  Incidental 
Pavments,  &c   ^15 

6ih.  ExFENDiTt'RE  UNDER  Deeds  OF  Tri  st,  in- 
cluding Lectures,  Hnnterian  Oration,  and  Jadt- 
sonian  Prize   187  1 

The  present  Fi  KDEn  Property  of  the  College  is  as  foiiowa:— 

3  per  cent.  Consols   .  £  40,000 

3  per  cent.  Reduced   23,000 

  63,000  0 

The  TftcsT  Folios  amount  to^  3  per  cent  Consok  .  3,:)()7  o 


9 


ii 


0 


3 


0 

0 


8^3^10  IS  10 


  W?,3(>7    0  0 

It  thus  appears  that  tlic  permanent  and  need  exleiisive  repairs,  a  considerable  in 

certain  income  of  the  CoUefe  does  not  road  must  of  neceiwilj  be  made  at  a  very 

amount  to  the  sura  required  to  iiutt  tlu*  curly  pfriofl  on  tin  rupital  «if  tbf  r-tlli^e, 

annual  expenses  of  the  Af  nseum  alone ;  and  reducing  still  further  its  penuaueut  uicume. 

as  much  additional  ?>])at c  is  reuuired  for  /jjy  Order  of  the  Council,) 

the  proper  anwigement  and  display  of  the  '          Edmvwd  B«ij«v«» 

respective  contents  of  tin-  ^luseum  and  Li-  StcrsMir* 

hrary,  while  otlier  parts  of  thu  building  August  22d,  1833. 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Kept  at  Edmonton,  iMthude  51°  57'  Si"  N. 

TbuMday .  22 
Friday  . 
Sniiirday 
Sunday  . 
ISmiday . 
Tuc*d»]r  • 
Wcdnnday'ia 


23 
24 
2.» 
26 
27 


TaasMOMBTSii. 

Baromstss. 

from  40  to  fi.^ 

?♦)  70  to  20  80 

89 

67 

87 

A4 

.SO- 01     ;vi  o-j 

87 

65 

ao-ia    30  ••.>4 

S9 

67 

.S029  S».it. 

[  40 

«7 

!  «• 

70 

PrevMilinM  wind  S.W. 

'I'he  24th  and  28th,  B<?n*ra]Iy  cloudy  ;  rain  In 
the  eveuinif  of  the  :<4th»  vtberwUc  geaerally  ciear. 
Balo  fUleot  •(Kit  of  an  Inch* 


from  42  to  71 


29  »M  to  29-76 


41 

64 

2'*-70 

2940 

U 

61 

2d91 

SA-W 

41 

53 

29S1 

29-44 

87 

63 

29  53 

29-61 

41 

55 

'2'J  (',2 

39 

61 

2975 

2V«9 

Thnrsday  .  2!» 
Friday.  .  .  :U) 
Saturday  .31 
September 

Sunday .  .  1 
Blonday  .  .  2 
Tuenday  .  8 

Wedni-»day  4 

Wind  variable,  S.W.  prevailing,'. 

Except  the  2ytli  ult  iind  4th  inst.  generally 
cloudy,  wUh  frequriit  heavy  »ttuwenf:  one  in  the 
nficrDoon  nf  the  3d,  accompiinled  by  b  p<*al  of 
tbuDiler.  From  tix  on  the  cveniog  of  Che  ]tuth«  tlU 
btif  DMliriae  OS  thai  of  (he  31a^  rain  Ml  incta* 
aaetfr> 

Baui  fUten,  9  toeliea  and  •46  of  an  tneb. 

UuRRiCANR.— During  the  nightof  lh«:  i>Uih,and 
throoshont  the  irtaole  ot  the  Slat,  ihla  neif  hhoiir* 


lurad  waa  flatted  bf  a  wrj  tonpaatneoa  wind  - 
many  lavfa  Iraaa  «i»ft  tbrawn  dAwn»  and  mneli 
damage  nat  been  done  to  tolkUaffa.  The  loaa 

of  fruit,  V,  hi  ?i  WAR  plentiful,  It  TerT  great. 

BAROMKTK>u~-Th«  baTometer  fell  from29'40  to 
S81»1  dnrlat  the  night  of  the  aOUh 

CHAaLBfl  Hbkrt  Adams. 


WEEKLY  ACCOUNT  or  BURIALS, 
fVom  Bius  or  MoaTAurr,  Apt.  3,  1833. 


Age  and  Debility  . 
Apoplexy     ,  , 
Asthma       •  « 
Cancer         •  • 
Cblidbirtik    .  • 
Cholera       .  . 
CoiiHumpllon  . 
Con£ti|;iitiQn  of  the 
Bowela     •  • 
Convulsiooi  . 
Croup  .  . 
Dentition  or  Teething  7 
Drepay  15 
Propsy  on  the  Brain 
Erysipelas   .  . 
Fever    .      .  . 
Fever,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Typhoa  • 
Gout    «      .  • 


1 

86 
5 
8 
I 

8 
9» 

48 

1 

26 
1 


<» 
2 
6 
14 
I 

8 
2 


Heart,  dlaaaaad  . 
Hernia 

Hooping- Cough  . 

Inflaoimatlon  • 
BowaU&8t««acb 
Brain       .  . 
Lungs  and  Pleura 

Iiis;inlty 

Jiiiindire 

MUii-iirriage 
MortihcatlMl 
Paralysia 
Smail-Pox 
Sore  Throat 
Uuiosey 

Tumor 

StUlbora  • 


» 


and 


S 

1 
4 
19 
17 
« 
S 
I 
1 
3 
1 
4 

a 

4 

9 

2 
1 

16 


Decrease  of  Burials 
tbe  preceding  wtrek 


compared  with  > 
•     •      •  1 


W*Wiuoif«Priiilcr,  57«8klnn«N8ii«c^  London* 
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SATURDAY,  S£PX£Mfi£R  14,  1833. 


LECTURES 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  OF 

MEDIC  I NE; 

Ddivend  at  the  London  Uhivenity, 
Br  Db.  ELUonoif. 


DISEASES  OP  THE  URINARY 
ORGANS. 


VAUJOUS  DIATHESES. 

It  ap])ears  that  there  are  lour  elementary 
Idnds  of  calculi,  and  four  distinct  calca- 

lous  (1i.,]i4><iitiims;  to  vhidi  Dr.  Pnmt  giros 

the  name  of  diathetu. 

dmparative  Jrtqueney  of  varima  Diathesei, 
—  In  the  first  place,  there  is  the  dim- 
thesis  ti)  form  lithic  acid  and  it«;  cntn 
pounds  —  litliate  of  ammonia,  a  mixture 
of  tiic  two,  and  soda.  Now  ^Ic  it  tiie 
niMst  common  calculus  we  have:  nearly 
ail  the  calculi  taken  from  children,  if 
they  have  not  heen  allowed  to  remain 
loog,  eoDaist  of  lithic  acid  or  its  com- 
poiiTM?^,  '>r  tr  mixture  of  the  two  ;  and  in 
tilt'  uiajunty  uf  calculi  taken  from  people, 
of  whatcfcr  a^e,  yoo  And  tint  it  foms 
the  nucleus  within.  Then  there  is  a  dis. 
position  to  produce  oxalate  of  lime;  and 
that  appears  to  be  a  di&tinct  liiaihcsis. 
Then  there  is  a  di^KMitioii  to  form  cystio 
oxide;  hnt  this  is  rcry  rare.  T!un  there 
is  a  disposition  to  form  the  Tarious  pbos- 

fihatM  whicli  I  hafv  mentioned.  This 
att  succeeds  to  the  others:  it  is  usually 
ftffcr  the  three  first  diathe'^  hafe  ceased 
that  the  disposition  to  form  the  phosphates 
oomceoD. 

So  common  is  th-  disposition  to  pro- 
duce the  lithic  acid  calculus,  that  it  is  said 
to  predomioate  in  imther  mure  than  one- 

zii. 


third  of  all  the  ealteali  thnt  tie  csamined, 

and  it  is  Atr  the  most  firequent  nacleos  of 

all  cnlnili ;  at  ka.st  two-thirds  originate 
from  it  in  the  first  instance.  Those  which 
Bie  of  ft  deep  fkwn  colour,  well  laminated, 

and  have  quite  a  cr}'«;talline  frnctnre,  arv^ 
nearly  pure  lithic  acid;  in  fact,  it  is  red 
ciystallized  gruTcl.  If  with  this  diathesis 
the  calculus  is  of  a  pale-brown  or  clay 
colour,  with  an  enrtliy  fracture,  then  it  is 
a  compound  of  iithic  acid  and  ammonia ; 
and  generally  there  is  a  little  mixture  of 
the  pho';]«!iaTp=:,  and  even  a  little  oxalate 
of  liuic  i  and  the  more  there  is  of  the 
phosphates  and  the  lithate  of  ammonia, 
instMd  of  lithic  acid,  tlie  paler  it  becomes. 
The  rarest  of  these  oUculi  is  the  pure  li- 
thate of  ammonia.  Now  the  mulberry 
eslculus  is  Ibnnd  to  eonstitnte  rather  less 
than  one  seventh  of  all  tin  calculi  which 
are  exauiiued,  but  it  is  contained  in  about 
one-fourth  of  all  the  calculi  that  occur. 
As  to  the  cystic  oxide  calculus,  so  rare  is 
!t,  thnt  of  271  rnhnli  which  were  ex- 
amined only  one  was  found  to  be  of  this 
description;  and  in  three  colleetionsout 
of  fire  none  were  found.  The  phosphates 
ennstitutc  about  one  f«)urth  of  the  calculi, 
and  one  half  of  this  mie  fourth  tire  the 
mixed  phosphates  that  is  to  say,  a  mix- 
ture of  the  (lifTtTrnt  pbovi^hfttes.  But  this 
estimate  ol  ouc-f(»urth  is  not  veiy  accurate, 
and  for  this  icason— It  has  heoi  taken 
from  the  external  api)carancc  of  the  cal 
culi;  whereas,  if  these  had  all  been  ffa^vn 
through,  it  is  most  likely  that  withm,  a 
number  of  other  ingredients  would  hare 
appeared.  Tlif  alternating  calculi  (those 
which  consist  of  a  layer  of  different  sub* 
stances— >the  Uthate  of  ammonia,  the  oxa- 
late of  lime,  and  the  phosphates  alter- 
natelv^  form  n  very  larire  proportion.  We 
souu  umcs  sec  m  these  alternating  calculi 
lithic  acid  and  Its  com)>ounds  without, 
and  for  a  nucleus  perhaps  a  foreitjn  body. 
We  see  alternations  of  lithic  acid  within, 
and  its  compounds,  and  a  mulberry  calen* 
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las  without:  that  is  very  common.  We 
M-e  alternations  of  lithic  acid  within,  and 
the  phosphates  without.  We  see  alterna- 
tions of  Uio  lithic  acid  calculu«  within, 
then  the  iTninx^rrs'  t*nlcuhis  and  the  phos- 
phates without.  Again,  we  see  alterna- 
tions of  the  ranllierry  calcnlns  within, 
tlien  the  lithic  acid  and  the  phosphates 
without.  When,  however,  these  alternat- 
ing calculi  are  found,  the  phosphates  exist 
externally;  and  therefore  it  appears  that 
the  disposition  T'>  fomi  pho-^j^hatic  calculi 
does  not  precede  the  di»position  to  form 
lithic  acid  calculi,'  or  oinlate  of  lime.  It 
appears  that  the  disposition  to  form  the 
phosphates  either  takes  place  ori finally  or 
it  follows  the  disposition  to  forui  the  oxa- 
late of  lime,  or  lithic  add  calculus ;  but 
it  is  n«)t  succeeded  by  any  other  diathesis. 
This  very  interesting  auid  veiy  remarkable 
fact  was* noticed  by  Sir  Gilbert  Blane,  in 
1811,  in  a  paper  published  in  the  Tmns- 
actions  of  a  Society  for  the  Diffusion  of 
Useful  Knowledge.  He  states  that  lithic 
acid  is  generally  the  nocleuBincalcoli,and 

lliat  tlic  rtlii  r  disp(»'^iti«tns  are  mrrrly  the 
result  i>r  irritation.  1  am  not  aware  that 
tliis  statement  of  Sir  G.  Blane's  was  at- 
tended to  for  some  time,  but  it  has  now, 
hy  very  extensive obscnations, been  pr«'V(  d 
■to  be  correct.  Dr.  Prout  says  that  he 
^nerer  met  with  one  patient  in  whom  the 
phospbatie  duposition  was  decidedly  fol- 
lowed by  any  other:  it  usually  €iccurs 
.when  irritaiiuu  takes  place. 

lAthic  Acid  Dialhefis.^tiovf  as  to  tlie  dis- 
position to  form  lithic  acid,  it  efidently 
appears  to  r^ide  in  the  kidney ;  for  these 
calcnliareseeninthatoTgan.  udeed, there 
is  no  reason  whatever  for  believing  that  thi.s 
description  of  calculusisformed  in  the  blad- 
der :  it  appears  to  be  truly  a  feual  calculus. 
If  this  oikthesis  be  not  very  intense,  yon 
hare  merely  an  •morp}ioti<;  sediment,  such 
as  we  all  have  at  times  ^  and  if  it  be  not 
very  abundant,  there  is  no  danger.  Some 
people  frif?h ten  themselves  about  it;  but, 
unless  the  quantity  be  very  £rreat,  there  is 
no  occasion  for  alarm,  especially  it  tiic 
M-diment  does  not  appear  when  the  mine 
is  fir-t  inadr.  If  it  be  so  a!iundant  OS  to 
be  deposited  before  the  urine  cools— if  it 
come  from  the  bladder  In  the  fonn  of  pow- 
der— then,  of  course,  there  may  be  danger; 
and  if  it  not  only  occurs  when  the  urine  is 
1)  rst  made,  and  is  warm,  but  takes  place 
ccmstantly,  then,  I  believe^ the  indiridoal  is 
almost  sure  at  last  to  have  gnwol  (vr  stone  ; 
that  is  to  say,  he  will  pass  coucretiuus,  or 
have  a  concretion  so  large  that  it  will  not 
pass. 

With  rcf;pect  to  the  lithic  acid  sediment, 
there  is  more  danger  in  proportion  as  it 
becomes  paler.  When  it  is  of  a  bright  red 
^enlunr,  tnere  is  not  mocb  occasion  for 


alarm ;  but  when  it  is  white,  there  is  some 
degree  of  danger,  becau«!C  it  shews  a  dis- 
position to  deposit  the  phosphates.  I  do 
not  say  that  it  always  shews  danger,  becaase 
occn.si<»nally  when  it  is  white,  it  is  mertdy 
lithate  of  ammonia;  and  it  is  white  be- 
caase it  is  not  tinged  with  the  eoloorin^ 
matter  in  the  way  I  mentioned  before. 
Very  frequently,  how  ever,  the  intensity  of 
it  arises  from  the  phusphatoi  being  depo. 
sited ;  and  when  that  is  the  case  uwfe  is 
rnn^iflcrahle  danger. 

Some  people  pass  not  merely  a  powdery 
seiUmeiit,  but  a  mixture  of  amorpboos  and 
crystallized  sediment  Some  people  wOl 
pass  even  <T\'st;<|»;  with  very  little  irriia- 
tiou ;  but  it  irriiatxou  be  produced  by  the 
sediment,  then  there  is  generallv  a  mixtnre 
of  a!nf)i-phous  and  crystallized  sediment ; 
and  w  hen  the  irritation  is  very  great,  it  is 
generally  because  a  large  quantity  is  passed 
in  both  these  fonns.  Under  tbMe  ctacnm- 
stances  there  is  gcnernlly  more  or  less  pain 
in  the  kidn^,  and  irhlation  about  the 
neck  of  the  oladder;  a  fre<|uent  desire  to 
make  water;  the  urine  is  acul  anrl  scanty  ; 
it  has  a  high  specific  gravity ;  and  there  is 
more  or  less  feverishness.  You  will  find 
persons  complain  of  these  symptoms  tnm 
time  to  time,  and  then  they  will  disdiarsfc 
a  large  quantity  of  red  or  reddish  sedi- 
ment The  urme  is  Tcry  add,  and  yon 
should  always  test  it.  This  state  of 
thincTS  frequently  nnnes  on  in  ]>ersons  who 
have  a  calculus  alicadv  in  the  bladder. 

ikit  sometimes  a  calculus  is  forme<l  and 
it  may  remain  in  the  kidn.  v,  and  give  the 
patient  no  trouble.  A  person  may  have  a 
stone  formed  in  the  hidney  witbout  bein^ 
aware  of  it,  and  you  may  be  surprised  to 
find  it  there  after  death.  Sonutinies  it 
will  only  eausean  aching  pain  iu  tiie  iuins, 
and  not  shorten  life.  Hut  occasionally, 
of  course,  tliesc  calculi  produce  very  great 
mischief;  occasionally,  they  pass  fipm  the 
kidney,  so  large  as  to  give  great  pain.  No 
doubt  they  continually  pass  in  the  form  of 
minnte  concretions,  ant!  the  patient  is  not 
at  all  aware  of  it;  and  they  wiii  lodge  in 
the  bladder,  and  there  grow  to  the  ux» 
they  arc  fonnd.  Sometimes,  whvn  they 
pass  through  the  ureter,  they  are  of  Nuch  a 
size  as  to  give  great  pain  on  leaving  the 
kidney.  From  tlieir  attempt  to  leave  the 
kidney,  there  is  pain  in  the  bai  k,  attended 
with  vomiting;  perhaps  you  have  a  great 
degree  of  fererishness;  perhaps  inflam. 
matinn  may  be  set  up,  or  it  may  not ;  and 
then  after  a  time,  perhaps  suddenly,  all 
these  symptoms  cease,  and  if  the  stone  be 
Teiy  large,  then,  in  a  day  or  two,  yon  Imva 
signs  of  a  calculus  in  the  bladder. 

The  lulundibulsaresomeUmesSlled  with 
jtbese  caleiili  t  yon  will  see  them  sticking 
there;  and  sometimes  the  kidney  will  be- 
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come  blocked  up  with  thein.  The  pelvis 
is  wimetimes  filled  with  them,  fbe  inrandi- 

bnla^  hecorac  jjrcatlv  distended,  and  sonic 
times  the  ureter  is  blocked  up  with  them, 
ffo  that  the  pelvis  is  distended  into  a  mere 
bag.  It  is  said  that  in  the  Collag*  of 
Surgeons  there  is  a  ealcalus  weighinc:  seven 
ounces  and  a  half,  which  was  taken  from 
s  kidne?,  and  which  caused  no  symptoms 
during  life.  This  is  analogous  to  what  I 
stated  with  regard  to  flu-  gall-bladder, 
where  a  large  number  of  stuues  will  some- 
timea  exist  wfthont  beini?  productife  of 
any  syni]irnins.  Tlu-sf  liiliic  acid  calculi 
arc  continually  found  in  the  kidney,  tmd 
they  are  ol"  all  sizes.  It  is  probable  tlial 
in  all  instanoea  where  they  are  found  in 
the  bladder,  Uiey  ha?e  descended  from  the 
kidney. 

TREATMENT. 

Lilhie  Acid  Diatkesu. — Litbic  acid  calculi, 
using  the  term  geneiically,  sometimes 
ocenr  in  great  nnmtien;  no  fewer  than 
2000  hare  been  voided  by  one  individual 
in  th<*  ^pace  of  two  years,  and  1*20  have 
been  known  to  come  away  in  three  days. 
It  is  the  calcnlns  which  o'f  all  others  gives 
the  least  irritation. 

Can-its. — Children  and  dyspeptic  indivi- 
duals are  most  subject  to  that  state  of  body 
in  which  there  is  a  disposition  to  form  these 
calculi :  the  dis])osition  appears  to  be  less 
betwet-n  puberty  and  40  years  of  age  than 
before.  There  is  certainly  sometimes  an 
heretlitary  tendenrjr  to  it;  for  it  occurs  in 
members  of  the  same  fainilv,  di  •^ccudants 
of  each  (»ther.  it  is  lu  liavc  occurred 
frequently  in  those  who  hare  cntaneons 
complaints;  but  cutaneous  diseases  are  so 
very  connnon,  that  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  number  of  examples  are  sufficient  tu 
anthorize  us  in  supposing  that  there  is  any 
connexion  between  the  two.  Something 
appears  i>t  depend  upon  local  situation, 
lor  some  places  are  remmrhmhle  for  the 
abundance  of  persons  with  this  sort  of  cal- 
culus, but  it  is  n»»t  kn«»wn  in  what  the 
peculiarity  consists.  There  is  some  con- 
nexion undoubtedly  with  a  gouty  disposi. 
tion;  persons  that  are  disposed  to  gout 
frequently  b<'c»>ino  the  subjects  of  this  s<»rt 
of  calculus,  and  tins  kind  of  deposition  in 
the  urine.  Excess  in  enting  or  drlnkinir 
is  always  mentioned  among  tbo  CUUaet; 
and  likewise  indolence. 

TreatmeKt. — As  to  the  treatment  of  the 
disposition  to  form  this  calculu<i,  and  this 
kind  of  sediment,  It  consists  in  antiphlo 
ffistic  measures,  because  thisPstate  of  Ixuiy 
if  certainly  for  die  most  part  inflammatonr. 
An  individual  so  circumstanced  should 
take  very  little,  sometinit>s,  j»crhaps,  no 
animal  food  at  all.  In  many  cases  the 
latter  mtrietioB  nmy  be  neccmary ;  at  any 


rate  it  should  be  taken  in  great  moderation, 
and  equal  moderation  is  required  in  eating 

nltogether.  In  general  it  is  necessary  t<» 
abstain  from  wine,  spirits,  and  strong 
malt  liquors,  though  mild  malt  liquors 
may  be  admissible.  It  is  not  merely  ne- 
ee«;san-  to  abstain  from  Rhenish  and  Claret 
wine,  but  all  strong  wines,  and  every  thing 
that  ft  sour.  It  is  necessary  to  aroid 
vin^^,  sorrel,  oranges,  lemons ;  in  shttrt, 
every  thing  that  is  acid.  It  is  likewise 
necessary  that  the  patient  should  be  mo- 
derate in  the  ezevcise  that  he  takes,  and 
that  he  should  keep  an  open  state  of  the 
bowels 

In  regard  to  medicine, colchicum  is  found 
to  be  beneficial,togetber  with  Iightprepara« 
tions  of  mercury — mercury  in  a  modierate 
quantity,  so  as  not  to  debilitate  the  frame, 
but  to  keep  down  as  much  as  possible  an 
inflammatory  condition.  Neutral  salts 
will  be  very  proper  iji  <  f>niie\ion  with  col- 
chicum and  mercurv.  Alkalies  here  are 
advisable,  particularly  magnesia,  both  on 
account  of  its  being  an  alkali,  and  from 
the  tendency  it  has  to  open  the  bowels.  A 
saline  draught  is  an  excellent  mode  of 
giving  an  alkali,  because  although  yon  vre 
giving  a  neutral  salt,  yet  you  are  giving  a 
vegetable  acid,  and  that  is  always  decom- 
posed within,  so  tliat  you  have  the  benefit 
of  the  alkali.  For  this  fact  we  are  indebted 
to  Sir  (Jilborl  Blanc:  he  was  the  first  who 

{>oinled  out  the  impropriety  of  giving  sa- 
ine  draughts  where  an  alkali  was  not 
required,  and  the  advantage  attendant 
upj)n  their  exhibition  when  it  was  Dr. 
Frout,  and  others  who  arc  best  able  to 
give  an  opinion  upon  it,  declare  that  thii 
is  the  eas4',  and  they  fre<juently  give  a  sa- 
line draught  for  the  pur]>ose  of  adminis- 
tering an  alkali.  It  is  judged  advisable 
in  these  cases  to  take  care  that  the  water 
which  the  patient  drinks  be  not  hard,  docs 
not  contain  salts  or  lime,  although  water 
for  the  most  part  is  one  of  the  best  beve- 
rages whidi  people  under  these  circum- 
stances can  take.  I  stated  that  neutral 
salts  bhoulil  be  given  from  time  to  time; 
«by  neutral  salts  I  mean  tartrate  of  pot. 
ash  and  so  on. 

Patients  in  this  condition  sometimes 
iindgreat  reliet'from  the  abundant  discharge 
of  Itthie  acid.  You  will  sometimes  hear 
patienr*;  .^ay  that  they  h-dw  discharged  a 
quantity  of  powder  like  fullers'  earth.  It 
is  certainly  true  that  in  this  state  a  vast 
secretion  of  lithic  acid,  or  lithate  4>f 
nmrnMijia,  occasionally  take"?  place  in  the 
kiduey,  and  then  the  irritation  is  alto- 

S ether  relieved.    It  comes  on  in  fits,  just 
ke  the  gout. 
Now  some  have  attempted  to  brine  on 
a  secretion  of  this  earth  by  artiticial 
raea&s. .  Some  give  turpentine  and  opium 


^  kj  1^  o  uy  Google 


788  DR.  ELLIOTSON  ON  THE  THEORY  AND  PfiACilCE  OF  MEDICINE, 


for  this  purpose,  in  small  doses,  aiul 
some  give  onions  and  leeks  steeped 
in  gin,  wild  carrot,  and  other  herbs, 
and  some  give  opium  itself.  Dr.  Prout 
says  that  lie  has  seen  g^reat  benefit  prnrhirrrl 
by  these  substances.  I  mentioned  when 
■peakiagof  didwtes,  thatopinm  haa  an- 
dfonbtedly  the  power  of  increasing  the 
quantity  of  lithic  acid,  and  therefore  it  has 
been  employed  where  a  copious,  discharge 
of  lithic  acid  vras  leqaifed  all  at  once— a 
lihrmtion,  if  I  maviOiay,  of  the  sediment. 
But  a  purgative  should  be  givoi  in  con- 
junction with  tha  opium;  baeame  tba 
latter  may  do  harm  by  confining  the  bowels 
—  to  which  thev  nre  murh  <li<;p(ised  — 
aJthough  it  may  do  poruai  ^uod  by  excit- 
ing a  oischarge  of  uthio  add.  llowevar, 

in  siK  li  a  case  as  tbi^-,  if  thr  jintient  be 
very  bad  indeed— if  he  have  violent  pain 
in  the  kidney,  great  fererishnciis,  pain 
dnwn  the  matar  and  about  tha  nack  of  tha 
bladder— you  must  treat  it  as  nephritis 
and  cystitis,  particularly  by  cupping  him 
on  tha  loina.  Ton  will  find  it  serviceable 
to  put  him  in  a  hot  bath,  to  ]Miri^'t  him 
well,  and  gire  him  colchicum,  alkalies, 
and  opium. 

Oxalate  of  Lime  Dlothttk,^ln  oaset  whOK 
the  di^pi^sition  is  to  form  oxnlntf  of  lime 
and  mulberry  calculi,  the  uriuc  is  likewise 
add ;  a  aimuar  state  of  tha  ayitam  takai 
place,  and  a  similar  mode  of  treatnaat  ia 

H^nircd. 

'i  he  uiulUen  V  tak  iilus,  like  the  lithic 
acid,  occurs  in  both  sexes,  and  at  all  ages 
up  to  60.  It  is  about  SO  that  it  is  most 
frequently  seen ;  but  it  Is,  I  believe,  never 
IbmMd  after  60  ^cars  of  age. 

The  lithic  acid  calculus  and  its  com- 
pounds, occur  in  persons  who  nre  very 
dyspeptic,  and  who  are  disposed  to  be 
feverish  and  irritable;  but  the  oxalate  of 
lime  and  the  mulbcrrv  (  ileulus  i'^  cmiti- 
nually  produced  in  j>erHons  who  have 
nothing  else  tha  matter  with  them,  and 
when  it  is  produced  it  may  be  discharged. 
The  lithic  acid  calenlns  and  its  rom  pounds, 
I  stated,  have  beeu  formed  to  the  timount 
of 9000  in  one  individual— of  course,  of  all 
pizL'S;  but  the  oxalatf  Vuxw  onnnllu  rry 
calculus  seldom  occurs  mure  than  once  in 
a  patient's  Ufb,  or  if  it  does  retura— thatli 
to  say,  if  another  be  produced — it  is  gene, 
rally  after  a  very  long  interval.  The  urine 
in  this  state  of'things  is  pretty  good,  and 
remarkably  clear.  The  amorphoas  sedi- 
ment of  the  oxalate  of  lini(  is  a  very  rare 
thing  indeed,  and  as  to  the  crystallized 
apaikling  sediment  of  oxalate  of  lime,  that 
is  stiU  more  rare.  Tills  descfiplloa  of  cal- 
culus often  nrqnire*?  an  immeata  size*  in 
the  bladder,  and  it  does  not  appear  to  be 
produced  aaddcntaUy.  The  lithio  acid  or 
phosphatic  ealeahsi  will  be  produced  acd* 


dentally,  w  hen  then-  is  a  clot  of  blood,  or 
a  foreign  substance  has  been  introd^c<^d 
into  the  bladder,  but  this  depends  upon  a 
peculiar  state  of  the  system  which  is  not 
TindrrvTood— a  peculiar  diathesis  which 
apx>ear8  unconnected  with  external  cir- 
enmstaooes.  It  sometimes  follows,  and  ia 
sometimes  succeeded  by  the  deposit  of  a 
lithic  acid  calculus,  bnt  nothing  is  more 
common  thou  to  ^nd  it  alone.  It  some, 
times  happens  that  oxalic  acid  ceases  to 
be  fnnned.  and  lithic  acid  is  pr^  rlticed  in 
abundance,  and  then  the  deposition  exter* 
nallv  ia  Uthata  of  ammonia  Instaad  of 
oxalate  of  lime.  I  have  mvself  known 
several  pentons  discharge  a  Calculus  of  this 
kind.  They  have  b^n  perfectly  well,  but 
saddenly  have  hean  seized  with  violent 
]iain  in  the  kidney,  which  has  contiiiTit  4 
some  days,  perhaps  only  some  hoars,  and 
sometimes  only  a  few 'minutes:  the  pain 
has  shot  down  towards  the  bladder,  aid 
theo  ceased,  and  after  a  few  days,  in  pass- 
ing their  urine,  they  have  been  surprised 
by  somettdag  making  a  noise  in  the  pu  dm 
rha  nhrt.  Sometimcs  then  h  i^  been  violent 
irritation,  and  all  the  ordinary  symptoms 
of  a  stone  in  the  bladder;  the  stone  has 
escaped,  and  then  they  have  been  perfectly 
well,  and  Imvo  bad  no  return.  I  know 
several  persons  in  whom  this  happened 
many  years  ago,  and  who  ever  dnoa  have 
been  in  perfect  health. 

Trratmrnt. — The  treatment  here,  as  ihe 
urine  is  acid,  is  cxactlv  the  same  as  for 
the  lithic  acid  diathesis ;  that  is  to  say,  if 
there  be  j?!iv  iiiflnniniator}'  state  of  the  sys- 
tem, you  must  t»uppress  it  by  the  ordinary 
antiphlogistic  means.  If  no  inHamma- 
tory  state  can  be  discovered,  still  you  must 
put  the  patient  on  an  antiphlogistic  plnn. 
l)r.  Prout  su^:irests  the  propriety  of  ciiauif - 
ing  the  oxalie  acid  diathesis  lor  that  of 
the  lithic  acid,  by  exhibilin^j  muriatic  ncid. 
If  you  give  acids,  lithic  acid  is  produced, 
ana  ha  says  vou  should  endeavour  to  pn>« 
dttce  the  litlnc  acid  diathesis,  which  be 
says  may  be  done  by  muriatic  acid.  It  i< 
merelv  a  suggestion,  and  I  do  not  kuow 
that  it  is  ftwndcd  upon  pnuitical  cscpew 

ricncc. 

Ciftiic  Oxide  Dimtium^A*  to  the  crystio 
oxiue  jUathei^s,  the  caleulus  Itsdf  is  vaiT 

peculiar,  and  the  state  of  the  body  in  whics 

it  is  formed  is  not  known.  It  is  njene- 
rally  supposed  that  it  originates  in  the 
kidney. 

TretUmnit. — The  trratment  of  ibt-  ca^c 
would  depend  upon  Uie  circumstance  of 
the  nrine  being  acid  or  alkaline.  If  it  l»a 
acid,  you  must  treat  it  in  the  way  I  have 
mrntinned ;  if  it  be  alkaline,  then  you  mUBt 
treat  it  as  I  shall  hereafter  mention. 

Pr^pmii  iia^soirfwMf  ii— Dr.  Prout  thinka 
that  in  this  diathcaia  the  pragnoais  ia  un* 
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favoarable,  fur  la  most  instances  the  kid- 
ney has  been  found  diseasinl,  and  in  others 
them  has  l^t^tri  nn  inveterate  hereditary 
tviuleucy  to  disea&c  of  the  urioary  organs. 
It  a|ipc«n  to  be  a  very  esrlnsive  diathesis^ 
for  it  is  found  with  no  other  depositic.n  in 
the  urine;  there  is  noothorcalcnlous  matter 
1%'ithin  this  as  a  nucleun,  or  without  it,  ex- 
cepting the  phosphates,  which  am  the  elbet 
of  irritation.  The  caUnlus  is  somctimrs 
encrusted  with  the  phospiiutcs,  but  that  is 
the  result  of  mere  irritation,  not  of  a  dis- 
position to  disease. 

now  to  ctmsidi^r  a  lar  worse  state  of  the 
mtem— that  In  which  the  phosphates  aw 
depositeil,  and  which  has  been  called  the 
phosphatic  or  earthy  diathesis. 

Now  here  every  thing  is  the  reverse  of 
what  I  stated  to  be  the  case  where  the 
tendency  is  to  a  litliic  acid  or  oxalate  of 
lime  cafrulus.  The  urine  is  not  scanty 
and  high  coloured,  but  copious  and  pale, 
and  often  it  is  gfcenish.  On  looking^  at 
the  urine  you  may  tell  what  is  the  state  t)f 
the  parts;  you  may  say  that  the  individual 
has  a  phosphatio  calcmas  in  the  bladder, 
or  is  depositing  phosphatic  sediment.  The 
nrine  is  of  lower  specific  £!:ravitY  than  in 
the  cases  i  have  already  consideied,  and 
lower  than  it  is  natnndly.  It  is  ia  these 
cases  that  the  urine  very  soon  putrilies; 
sometimes  jou  cannot  ket»p  it  a  day  before 
it  is  quite  putrid^ — smelling  strongly  of 
ammonia  Frev{uently  at  the  top  of  it  yon 
havean  irridcsccnt  andwhitcpellicle,w]iich 
consists  of  the  phosphates,  with,  I  presume, 
a  little  nnieus.  The  sediment  may  be 
either  polveruU  nt  or  amorphous,  being  a 
mixture  of  the  ]  h  n^^phatc  of  lime  and  triple 
phosphates;  or  il  is  crystallized,  and  then 
yon  nave  the  triple  phosphates  only  --^white 
glistening  crystals.  You  know  that  the 
two  chief  calculi  f»iiind  in  the  bladder  are 
the  triple  phosnbate — the  ammoniaco- 
raagnesian  pnoepnate,  or  that  and  a  mix- 
ture of  the  jdiosphate  of  lime,  and  in  that 
case  it  is  white  (not  crystaili/ed  at  all), 
friable,  leaver  a  white  marlc  on  any  thing 
it  is  rubbed  against,  and  is  very  fumble. 

\i'W  fhiv  jihosphatie  dispositi(m,  and 
these  phosphatic  concretions,  are  very  rarely 
original ;  they  generally  occur  subsequent 
to  the  formation  of  other  calculi,  and  ipsne- 
rally  subsequent  to  llie  lithie  acid  or  f>xn 
late  of  Hniti  diathesis.  The  way  in  which  it 
usually  takes  place  is  tibis:  the  red  sedi- 
ment becomes  of  a  fainter  red,  and  fVom 
the  phiwphatcfi  l)eini7  more  and  more 
formed,  il  becomes  paler  and  paler  till  you 
have  a  clay  c<doar,  and  then  at  last  the 
phosphates  onlv  nn'  formed,  the  lithie  acid 
and  lithate  of  uuiiutmia  being  no  hmger 
dep<isitcdL  The  urine  then  bi^orocs  more 
ammdaoti  does  not  shew  sucli  itnmg  signs 


of  acidity,  and  at  last  there  is  no  acidity 

whatever;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  perlmps 
even  alkalescent,  though  that  is  rare  when 
it  is  iirst  made.  Ultimately  however,  as  I 
have  said,  it  very  soon  putrifies,  and  in 
that  ease  it  is  very  alkalescent,  afTcctinj? 
turmeric  paper  a  short  time  after  it  is 
voided,  and  depositing  spieuhi'  of  the  tri. 
pie  nbosphatea 

Tne  two  sediments  of  the  phosjdiates, 
the  sparkling  glistening  crystals,  and  that 
in  which  there  are  no  glistening  crystals, 
but  with  which  the  phosphate  of  lime  is 
mixed,  sometimes  alternate.  The  «nme 
individual  will  for  a  Uuy,  or  a  week,  or 
peihaps  a  fortnight,  deposit  glistening 
crystflds  of  the  triple  phosphates,  an4  thett 
at  other  times  those  which  do  not  glisten 
at  all,  and  stunetimes  the  latter  altcnialu 
viith  Utliic  add;  but  then  the  lithie  acid  is 
very  pale,  verging  to  the  idiospliates,  and 
sometimes  before  it  gives  way  to  them 
there  is  an  alternation  of  the  two. 

If  there  be  a  great  deal  of  crystallized 
phosphate,  then  the  urine  is  verj*  alkales- 
cent; the  urea  is  very  copious,  and  crystals 
are  sometimes  fbrmed  before  the  tirme  hi 
disdiarged  from  the  bladder.  This  depo> 
sition  usually  tnVrv  yilMre  nftrr  the  nrine  is 
made;  but  in  bad  cases  it  will  take  place 
before  it  is  voided,  ud  the  instmt  the 
urine  is  made  thcy  subside  to  the  bottom 
of  the  vessel. 

In  tiie  second  phosphatic  sediment,  that 
in  which  there  is  a  mixture  of  the  triple 
phosphntr<;  and  tlie  |)hosphate  of  lime, 
though  the  symptoms  are  similar,  and 
also  the  state  of  the  urine,  yet  they  arc 
both  far  worse  than  in  the  first  state. 

Tn  this  condition  of  the  body  there  is  no 
inflammatory  state,  there  are  no  marks  of 
inflammation,  but  a  morbid  irritability. 
There  is  a  bad  expression  of  countenance^ 
shewing  distress, shewing  so mething  wrong 
in  the  system.  The  paiiciit  is  generally 
sallow,  languid,  and  experiences  pain  in 
the  loins.  There  is  generally  more  or  lese 
dyspepsia,  and  some  abdoniinal  derange- 
ment Very  freonently  there  is  a  want  of 
sexual  power  uia  desire;  and  when  a  per- 
son complains  oftliat,  it  is  always  right  to 
examine  the  urine:  in  many  cases  you 
will  find  diabetes,  in  many  others  you  will 
find  an  excess  of  urea,  ana  in  others  again 
yon  will  \'\\v}  nnt  only  nn  excess  of  nn*a^ 
but  a  deposition  of  the  triple  phosnhates. 

Of  courae  the  urine  will  ?aiy  on  oiflerent 
days  and  at  different  times  on  the  same 
day,  being  at  times  Gopiotts«  and  at  others 
less  so. 

CbviM.p— Many  of  these  cases  hare  arisen 

from  an  injury  of  the  loins,  and  they  arisc^ 
tnn,  from  the  depressing  passions  — from 
any  tinug  wliatever  that  exhausts  the  vital 
povera  In  some  iBStanoes  it  appears  to 
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liaf«  uiaen  ftwn  maiturbation,  or  from 
trcpssivc  vencrv.  Any  lot  al  irritation  will 
produce  it,  wbeUier  in  the  bladder  or  ure- 
thra, and  therefore  this  diatfaeiifl  it  rarely 

fouml  in  the  kidneys  themselves.  You 
will  fj;cnerally  find  no  marks  of  disease  in 
the  kidney,  but  usually  in  the  bladder. 
When  a  lithic  acid  calculus  descends  to 
the  bladder  it  nsnnlly  produces  irritntinn, 
and  then  the  phoi»phates  arc  produced. 
The  bladder  ii  often  dbeaied  from  varioiia 
causes,  and  frequently  it  ii  inflamed,  M> 
that  these  cuJcuIi  appear  to  be  far  more 
frequently  formed  in  the  bladder  than  any 
where  else.  They  have  been  formed  from 
an  irritation  in  thv  urethra  n  n,  fiing  to  the 
bladder,  but  generally  it  is  an  irritation  of 
the  bltdder  itself  that  produces  them. 

Urine  having  tMi  dqiHMition  has  con- 
tinually been  teen  after  an  injury  to  the 
spine ;  aud  therefore  after  these*  iinuries, 
and  in  disease  of  the  spine  independent  of 
nit'('Tiani(  ;il  violence,  surireons  expect  to 
find  such  urine,  aud  on  examination  they 
^enerallv  do.  Stricture  of  the  urethra  will 
induce  this  description  of  urine  ;  it  seems 
to  act,  not  only  by  irritating  the  bladder, 
but  it  affects  the  kidney,  causes  it  to  give 
origin  to  urine  imperfectly  acidified.  Great 
irritation,  whether  it  occurs  in  the  bladder 
or  in  the  urethra,  pives  a  tendency  in  the 
kidney  to  produce  urine  with  a  deficiency 
of  acid ;  and  if  it  be  deficient  of  acid,  the 
j>hosj)hates  are  usually  deposited  in  the 
v,ay  1  before  mentioned — ^from  the  decom- 
position of  the  area  and  the  production  of 
other  things. 

Treutmftit. — In  this  dinthesis  you  must 
not  keep  the  patient  it>\v  and  bleed  him, 
bnt  on  the  other  hand  you  most  f^n  him 
niwit  iflif  will  bear  it,  and  even  allow  malt 
liquors.  Although  perhaps  wine  in  general 
may  be  too  irritating,  yet  acescent  wines 
are  good;  the  tendency  is  to  alkalcccncy, 
and  if  they  do  not  di>agre<!  with  thestomach 
and  intestines  they  should  he  taken.  Aeids 
themselTCS  are  proper,  especially  citric  and 
muriatic  acid.  Mercury  acts  here  as  a 
puison.  If  you  g^ve  mercury,  in  nine  cases 
out  of  ten  you  will  find  the  urine  become 
more  alkalescent,  the  patient's  p>ilse  will 
become  irritable,  and  all  the  symptoms 
about  tlic  urinary  orgaus  will  be  aggra- 
vated. Opium  is  required  freely,  in  order 
t<t  It  ssen  the  irritation:  the  sulphate  of 
quinine,  or  a  «lrco(  tinii  of  l>ark,  has  been 
evhibited  with  ihc  ^'n  attsl  advantage,  and 
iron  is  frequently  useful,  but  cK  casionaUy 
if  is  ttio  "'inuilutinii;.  These  things  miivt 
be  exluhiud  with  regard  to  individual 
c»wfl,  as  well  as  on  general  principle*. 
Saline  purgatives,  of  whatever  kind,  are 
lu»pro|H;r;  for  as  tbev  c<»!ivist  of  nu  alka- 
line earth  and  a  vegeiuijie  ucid,  and  the 
latter  is  decomposed  in  the  system,  ytm 


are  actually  giving  an  alltallfWliiclimAee 

thincTs  wor«5c.    SaHne  snbstanet*^  pniduee 

treat  irritation,  such  sm  cannot  be  borne, 
t  is  best  to  give  mild  aperients,  sodi  ae 
confectio  sennse  and  castor  oil  in  moderate 
doses,  «o  as  not  to  irritafe  hut  merely  to 
prcvenl  au  aeeuuiulaUou  lu  the  intestines. 
A  small  quantity  of  muriatic  acid  will  ba 
found  sufficient  ;  5  drops  will  produce  a 
specific  action  on  the  urine,  but  lU  or  20 
wops  may  sometimw  be  required.  Opiun& 
hero  is  the  gr»t  remedy,  instead  of  bleed- 
ing  and  mercury.  You  will  find  no  diffi- 
culty iu  a.seertaining  whether  one  particular 
treatoient  is  proper  or  not,  for  the  state  of 

the  urine  will  ahvnvs  determine  tlmt  ]mint. 
It  is  always  right  to  employ  stained  lilmua 
paper,  for  in  proportion  as  tiie  urine  is 
alkalescent  it  will  restore  the  original 
coh>ur,and  it  onstitutes  a  far  more  delicate 
test  than  turmeric  paper. 

Ntetnity  tff'  ermmming  the  tmiHiam  iff  cJke 
Uririf'. — It  is  tlir  sttiTr  f)f  the  urine  which, 
determines  all  the  treatment.  Whether 
there  arc  signs  of  a  calculus  in  the  kidnejr 
or  nut,  whether  there  are  signs  of  a  caleulua 
in  the  bladder  or  not,  whether  there  are 
any  of  the  sediments  wliich  I  have  now 
mentioned  or  not,  whether  the  petsoo  ia 
going  to  be  lilhotomized,  or  Yr.\^-  hwn,  the 
urine  should  be  carefully  examined,  for 
you  have  to  treat  the  case  under  all  tlieiie 
drenmstaDoea.  Where  a  calculus  lias  been 
removed,  you  still  have  to  remrdy  the  con- 
dition of  the  system  which  gave  nse  to  it, 
because  that  dnes  not  ecase  on  the  extrae. 
tiott  of  the  stone.  You  should  examine 
the  urine  which  is  made  fin*t  in  tin-  moni- 
ing,  because  that  is  tlie  ieast  liable  to  be 
influenced  by  accidental  circumstances, 
mid  therefore  the  most  likely  to  shew  the 
actual  state  of  the  system.  It  should  be 
put  away  for  twenty-four  hours,  in  order 
that  you  may  make*  perfect  examination. 
In  many  cases  you  may  ascertain  the  iH>iut 
immediately;  but  the  urine  should  be  al- 
lowed to  remain  and  eotAy  and  the  sedi. 
ment,  if  there  be  any  fonncd,  v.  \]]  then  be 
deposited.  This  sort  of  treatment  is  con- 
tinually required  after  lithotomy,  or  the 
nmoriu  of  stones  in  any  other  way ;  and 
frf)m  the  want  of  not  making  a cart-f  n!  d!v_ 
tinction,  from  the  habit  of  giving  alkalies 
when  there  is  any  thing  t)w  matter  with 
the  urinary  organs,  infinite  mischief  ia 
done.  It  is  far  better  for  notliing  to  be 
done  than  to  do  something  wrong;  and 
mistahes,  till  very  lately,  were  made  every 
day,  almost  erery  hour,  ia  the  treatment  of 
these  cases, 
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ACCOUNT  OF 

lOME  NBW  BXPBRIMXNTS  ON 

THE  SENSIBILITY  OF  THE  SKIN, 
B7  Dr.  Wbbkii,  Prof,  of  Anat  at  Lciptig. 

By  Allen  Thomson,  M.D. 


It  is  a  fact  well  known  to  physiologists, 
that  tlierc  is  a  considerable  difficulty  iu 
pointing  out  with  certainty,  when  un- 
aided by  sight,  any  spot  on  the  skin 
that  has  been  touched,  and  in  distin- 
guishing how  much  of  tlic  common  feel- 
ings of  touch  is  due  to  the  sensibility  of 
the  skin,  and  how  much  is  derived  Irom 
the  muscular  sensation  produced  by  the 
motion  of  our  limbs.  It  is  also  well  as- 
certained,  that  some  parts  of  the  skin 
are  better  adapted  than  others,  either 
from  their  original  structure,  or  in  con- 
sequence  of  their  being  more  exercised, 
to  convey  to  the  mind  an  exact  impres- 
sion of  the  physical  qualities  of  the  bo- 
dies with  which  they  arc  brought  in 
contact.  It  must  be  allowed,  however, 
that  our  knowledge  respecting  tliis  part 
of  the  physiology  of  the  sense  of  touch 
is  hy  no  means  definite. 

I'rofessor  VVeber,  of  Ijeip/ig,  has 
lately  performed  a  very  simple  and  inge- 
nious set  of  experiments,  which  illus- 
trate  the  subject  of  the  sense  of  touch, 
and  furnish  us  with  a  mode  of  measur- 
ing, with  considerable  accuracy,  tlie  rela- 
tive acuteness  of  this  sense  in  different 

}>arts  of  the  skin  of  the  same  or  of  dif- 
erent  individuals. 

These  experiments  consist  iu  placing 
the  two  points  of  a  pair  of  compasses  at 
different  distances  from  one  another,  and 
ill  various  directions,  upon  different  parts 
of  the  skin  of  an  individual,  who  is  not 

Eemiitted  to  see  the  bodies  touch ing^ 
im  *.  Professor  Weber  thus  fonuu, 
that,  according  to  the  distance  of  the 
two  points  from  one  another,  we  may 
have  tlie  feeling  either  of  one  only  or  of 
two  tangent  points,  and  that  the  dis- 
tance at  which  we  become  sensible  of 
tlie  double  impression  is  in  the  inverse 
pntportion  to  the  acuteness  of  the  sense 
of  touch  in  the  skin  ;  or,  in  other  words, 
that  we  recognize  a  double  impression 
made  on  very  sensible  parts  of  trie  skin, 
although  the  points  arc  situated  very 


•  The  •barj*  point*  of  the  cotnmnn  compasne* 
may  be  blui)t<rd  wttli  a  little  ■tcallng-unx,  uhlcli 
vHII  have  tbc  rffrct  ulau  oiUUM  uway  the  lold 
fetUng  or  tUe  mtul.  ^MHMIk 


near  one  another,  while  in  those  parts  of 
the  skin  in  which  the  sense  of  touch  is 
obtuse,  the  points  may  be  removed  to  a 
considerable  distance  from  one  another, 
and  yet  convey  to  us  the  feeling  of  only 
one  impression. 

In  August  1831 ,  Professor  Weber  was 
so  kind  as  to  shew  me  some  of  the  more 
striking  of  his  experiments,  and  at  the 
same  time  presented  me  with  an  account 
of  tliem,  originally  published  in  detach- 
ed parts  as  *'  Aiinotatioiies"  to  some  of 
tlie  inaugural  dissertations  of  the  Leiji- 
zig  University.  He  had  also  printed 
these  annotations  in  a  separate  form,  but 
I  am  not  aware  whether  they  have  ever 
been  published.  To  the  Lest  of  m^ 
knowledge  no  notice  of  these  experi- 
ments has  as  yet  appeared  in  this  coun- 
try, which  induces  me  to  believe  that  a 
short  account  of  them  will  be  acceptable, 

Professor  Weber  has  embodied  the 
principal  results  of  his  experiments  on 
the  varieties  in  the  acuteness  of  the  sense 
of  touch  of  different  parts  of  the  skin,  in 
eight  propositions,  of  which  the  follow- 
iug  is  an  abstract. 

Prop.  1.  The  different  parts  of  the 
skin,  or  organ  of  touch,  do  not  possess 
an  equal  power  of  distinguishing  two 
bodies  by  which  they  arc  touched  at  tbc 
same  lime.  The  tlistance  of  tlie  two 
touching'  bodies  being  known,  the  de- 
grt^c  ()1  this  ])ower  may  be  measured; 
for  it  is  ascertained  that  if  the  organ  of 
touch  does  not  perceive  the  contact  of 
two  bodies  when  they  are  near  one  ano- 
ther, it  becomes  seiisiljle  to  the  impres- 
sions (if  both  when  the  distance  between 
them  is  increased. 

If  tho  touching  points  are  sufficiently 
distant,  we  not  only  distinguish  the  ini- 

ftressions  of  both,  but  also  tlic  direction, 
ongitudinal  or  transverse  in  relation  to 
the  b<»d^,  in  which  they  are  applied  to 
the  skin.  When  they  are  orought 
nearer  to  one  another,  they  first  give  f he 
sensation  of  the  contact  of  a  long  bodv  ; 
but  when  brought  still  closer  tttgether, 
they  appear  as  a  single  point  upon  the 
skin. 

The  ends  of  the  fingers,  and  the  tip 
of  the  tongue,  have  the  power  of  distinl 
guishing  the  distance  of  two  points 
nearly  equal,  and  in  a  inucli  greater  de- 
gree than  any  other  part  of  the  body. 
At  two-fifths  of  a  Paris  line  we  are  ca- 
pable of  distinguishing  the  longitudinal 
from  the  traiisverNC  position  of  the  points 
on  the  tip  of  the  toii)^ue.  At  half  a  line 
two  impressions  arc  felt,  more  especially 
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when  the  points  are  made  to  touch  at  the 
suinc  time  the  upper  and  lower  margins 
of  the  toncfur,  or  the  dorsal  and  palmar 
sides  of  tlip  fingers;  but  in  most  other 
parts  of  the  body  this  is  different ;  for 

Fftop.  2.  In  many  parts  of  oar  bodies 
we  perceive  the  distance  and  situation 
of  two  points  touching  us  at  the  snmr 
time,  more  distinctly  when  they  arc 
placed  parallel  to  the  transverse  lhan  to 
the  longitudinal  direction  of  ^e  bodj. 

This  may  easily  be  tried  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  arm  or  fore-arm ;  here  the 
two  points  may  be  distinguished  at  a 
distance  of  tiro  inches  when  placed  in  a 
direction  scfobs  die  arm ;  hut  they  ap. 
pear  ns  one  at  this  distniirr,  or  even  (m 
some  [lersons)  at  three  iacheSi  when 
placed  longitudinally'. 

Under  this  proposition  Professor  We- 
ber has  placed  a  very  lon«»  table,  which 
mav  be  ronsid»^red  as  a  detailed  regisl<'r 
of  liis  experiments,  and  in  which  are 
exhibited  the  distances  at  which  he  was 
sensible  of  a  single  or  double  impre.s««ion 
fn»m  tlic  contnct  of  the  two  points  with 
(lirii  rout  ]iarts  of  bis  skin.  It  is  difhcult 
on  a  cursoiT  view  of  that  table  to  follow 
the  general  results,  and  on  this  account 
I  have  preferred  giving  only  a  sliorter 
and  morr  illn^tratire  one  which  follows 
it,  ill  which  the  part^  of  the  skin  are  ar- 
ran|fcd  according  to  the  acuteness  of 
their  sense  of  touch,  as  measured  by  the 
smallest  distance  at  which  the  horizon- 
tal or  transverse  position  of  the  two 
points  and  a  space  between  them  could 
oe  distinguished. 

ParliUntt. 

Tip  of  the  tongue  ....  ^ 
Palmar  urfaceof  the  3d  phalanx  of 

the  tiugiTs       •      .  , 
Palmsr  surface  of  the  9d  phalanx 

the  finpers  .  ,  . 
Rc<i  surface  of  the  lips  •  . 
Point  of  the  nose  .  .  . 
Dorsal  sarfhee  of  the  8d  phalanx  ofj 

Palmur  surface  of  the  heads  of  the 

metacaipal  bones 
Dorsum  uf  the  toogoe,  one  indi  ftom 

the  tip  .  .  .  .  • 
White  surface  of  tlie  lips  .  « 
Margin  of  the  tongue,  one  in^  from 

the  tip  

Metacarpal  ynrt  nf  the  thumb 
Point  of  the  gnat  toe  ,       .  , 
Skin  covering  the  buccinator  . 
Dorsal  surface  of  the  2d  phalaiix  of 

the  finger  •      •      .      •  . 
Palmar  snrAwe  of  the  hand  . 
ExtniMl  siifftM  of  the  cje-lid 


6 


near  it     .  .J 
1  thigh  ueoi'  it  .  f 
'erior  part  of  the  V 
.      •      *      •  t 

and  foot  »  1 


lit 
14 

IS 

IS 


18 


24 


•1 


1 
2 


Mnooos  membrane  on  the  middle  of 

the  hard  palate  .... 

Anterior  part  of  the  zygomatic  bone 

Plantar  surface  of  the  metatarsal  bone 
of  the  great  toe  .... 

Donal  surface  of  the  1st  phalanx  of 
the  fingers  .... 

Dorsal  surface  of  the  heads  of  the  me- 
tacarpal bones  .... 

Mucous  membrane  of  the  lips  near 
the  gums  ..... 

Postemr  part  of  the  zygomatie  bone 

Inferior  ]iart  of  the  forehead  . 

Posterior  part  of  thv  heel 

Inferior  part  of  tlu-  liuir^  occiput  . 

Back  of  the  hand  . 

Neck  under  the  lower  jaw 

Vertex  of  the  head 

Patella  and  thigh  near  it 

Sacrum 

Shoulder  and  arm 
Gluteal  region  and 
Superior  and  inferior 

Aire  arm 
Leg  near  the  knee 
Dorsum  of  the  foot  near  the  toes 

Sternum  

Spine  of  the  back  at  the  5th  superior 

vertebra  

NedE  near  the  occiput  . 
Loins  and  bottom  of  thr  th  irax  . 
Middle  of  the  back  of  the  ueck 
Middle  of  the  back 
Middle  of  the  arm,  except  where  the 

mu<;cles  swell  most  . 
MidiUe  of  the  thigh,  except  where  the 

muscles  swell  most  . 
On  these  swellings  of  llie  museles  on 

the  extri'initit";,  as  also  over  the  sa- 

cro  lumbaits,  IVum    .       .  .d6to43 


Prop.  3.  In  those  parf<;  of  our  body- 
in  which  the  impressions  of  botli  points 
are  dearly  distinguished  although  not 
distant,  ue  space  between  these  points 
appears  to  be  gtetter  than  in  other  parts 
possessincr  a  !e«s  sensible  touch. 

The  experiments  illustrative  of  this 
are  very  striking.  They  may  be  best 
performed  bj  drawing  both  the  points 
of  the  compasses  gently  along  the  skin, 
from  a  sensible  to  a  less  sonsiole  part,  or 
vice  vertA  ;  as  tirom  the  hand  along  the 
fingers;  mm  the  ebeeka  or  car  aenwa 
the  lips,  and  towanis  the  nose ;  from  the 
jaw  to  the  chin  ;  frfnn  the  ocripTit  to  the 
sacrum,  with  a  point  on  each  sule  o<  the 
median  line ;  and  from  the  chin  to  the 
pubis,  in  the  same  manner.  In  pasaran^ 
over  the  more  acutcfy  aendble  parts,  liie 
points  of  the  eonipasscs  seem  to  oy>rn  or 
to  recede  from  one  another ;  and  the  re- 
verse takes  place  in  these  regions  iu 
which  the  Bemdbility  is  obtuse. 
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Pbop.  4.  If  the  points  are  placed  ou 
two  contiguous  parts,  which  may  he 
mowed  Tohintarily  and  indrpendentlv  of 
■one  another,  tlic  double  impression  is 
much  more  cleail  v  |)(  rrf*i%  and  the 
poinlii  appear  more  remote  i'roni  one 
another,  than  if,  at  the  same  diaunce, 
tfae^  were  brought  in  contact  with  one 
entire  parf  /Iiiis  is  rasilv  shewn  on 
the  lips,  fiiiLjrrs,  and  rvr-liifs. 

Prop.  .j.  W'c  (li.siinj^uish  tJie  two 
points  more  clearly,  if  they  are  brought 
into  contact  with  two  surfaces  having^ 
adiflVrPTif  structiir*^  and  use,  than  when 
they  are  applied  to  one  and  the  same 
sarfaoe. 

This  rule  also  holds  in  resj^  to  sor* 
faces  possessing-  diflerent  d^rees  of 

«ensibility ;  for  in  this  cnse  also,  thr 
points  are  nu»re  clearly  distin^-nished 
when  they  tonch  two  conti^^uous  sur- 
faces of  different  powers,  Dian  when 
they  are  both  placed  on  the  nost  sensi- 
ble ol"  thoni.  This  rt\;\v  be  seen  on  the 
^P®>  by  placing  one  point  on  the  inter- 
nal, and  another  on  the  external  surface, 
in  which  position  the  points  are  distin. 
giiished  at  a  smaller  distance  than  in 
any  other,  althoiiLfb  (be  fiurfnro  nf  the 
lips  directed  towards  the  gums  has  a 
ntnch  less  aeute  sense  of  touch  than  the 
red  part.  The  same  is  the  case  with  the 
u  hite  and  rod  external  snifaoe  of  the 
lips. 

To  the  same  general  rule  may  be  re- 
^rred  another  »ct,  vis.  Uiat  a  smaller 
distance  of  the  points  is  [  ><  iceptible  when 
they  touch  at  oner  tlx  ])alniar  nndthe 
dorsal  surfaces  ot  the  iinji-ers,  than  when 
they  are  both  applied  to  one  of  iliese 
aurlaees;  and  it  may  also  be  stated,  un- 
der this  head,  that  this  power  of  distin- 
guishin'jf  the  points  is  pfcncrally  p7*eater 
when  they  arc  applied  at  equal  dis- 
tances on  each  side  of  a  median  line  of 
the  body. 

Piiop.  6.  If  we  examine  attentirelj 
the  deprree  of  ariitejif^'js  of  the  touch  in 
each  part  of  the  body,  we  shall  find  that 
this  Taries  not  only  in  the  larger  parts, 
but  that  there  are  also  small  spaces,  in 
some  of  w  hich  the  sense  is  more  acute, 
in  o(li<>rs  in  the  immediate  Tjeiq-libour- 
btMMi  njore  obtuse.  These  [)oinLs,  how- 
ever, do  not  vary  to  a  great  extent  in 
the  degree  of  their  acuteness,  nor  has 
Professor  Weber  discovered  any  fixed 
order  according  to  which  they  are  dis- 
posed. 

Thi:»  ub&cn'ation  would  ^ccm  lo  shew 


that  the  nervous  fibriles  are  not  quite 
equally  distributed  throughout  the  skin*. 
Prop.  7.    If  we  are  touched  with 

greater  fort  e  bv  one  of  the  puints  than 
hv  tlve  other,  the  unprpssions  of  both  are 
distinguished  less  easily  j  ior  the  stronger 
ohaenres  the  weaker. 

Prof.  8.  We  distinffulKh  two  separate 
impressions  more  easily  \y]un\  they  are 
not  made  e.xactly  at  the  i^anic  time  ;  and 
on  this  account,  in  performing  all  tho 
experiments  previousij  referred  to,  it  is 
necessary  to  pay  great  attention,  in  order 
to  make  the  contact  of  both  points  ayn* 
chronous. 

Alter  announeing  these  general  pro-> 
positiom,  Profesaor  Weber  proceeds  to 

describe  some  varieties  in  the  sensations 
eoniinunieated  by  e<t?i(uet  of  the  two 
points  iu  ^lartieuiar  regious  of  the  body. 

Toitek  m  ik9  Extremities. — ^Tfae  mid- 
dle of  the  arm,  thigh,  fore-arm,  and  leg, 
or  a  place  near  it,  at  whieh  the  greatest 
quantity  of  muscles  is  collected,  lias  the 
bluntest  sense  of  touch ;  the  fore-arm  is 
aKtde  more  sensible  than  the  arm,  the 
leg  than  the  thigh,  and  the  fore-arm  is 
on  tlie  w  hole  more  sensible  than  the  le^. 
The  convex  prtrt  of  the  joints,  a*  the 
skin  over  the  patella,  olecranon,  and 
acromion,  are  more  soasible  than  that  id 
the  ]>opIiteal  space,  the  bend  of  the  aim, 
arifl  ibe  axilla.  The  inff—TMl  "^tirfur  nf 
the  arm,  and  the  j>osterior  siirfaee  of  the 
leg,  do  not  ditfer  much  res))eetively  from 
the  external  nor  anterior.  The  arm  and 
leg  are  far  excelled  by  the  hand  and 
foot,  and  the  hand  is  greatly  superior  to 
the  foot.  In  the  hand,  tonch  is  miieh 
more  acute  ou  the  palmar  than  on  Uio 
donal  surface.  The  skin  over  the  heads 
of  the  metacarpal  bones  is  more  sensible 
than  that  in  the  middle  of  the  palm  ; 
and  the  sensibility  gradually  increases 
from  thence  towards  tlie  points  of 
the  fingers.  The  heel  is  more  sensi- 
ble than  the  middle  of  the  sole  of  the 
foot  T]i(>  dorsum  of  tiie  hand  find  foot 
are  surpasssed  by  the  lower  ends  of  the 
forearm  and  leg.  In  general,  the  distal 
end  of  the  arm  and  leg  is  more  sensible 
than  that  towards  the  trunk,  yet  the 
skin  over  the  deltoid  muscle  surpasses 
tliat  tdwards  the  elbow. 

In  the  extremities,  the  transverse  hi 


•  The  jircseni  e  of  lliese  slight  Tarintionii  ap- 
pMn  to  h*  Indicated  rcBMrkalily  lo  iinDC  |i«rl«  of 
mj  akin,  by  •  very  curhiua  fMlIng  of  Intgaiiuitft, 
which  utcurii  w  heu  oat  or  two  poittts  we  dtaira 
along  thcae  ports. 
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always  mucb  more  easily  perceived  than 
the  longitudinal  position  of  ilic  touch - 

iiig^  points. 

On  the  Head. — The  hairy  scalp  is  ihc 
least  seusible  part  of  the  skiii  of  the 
head;  it  is  more  sonsiblr,  however,  than 
that  of  the  neck.  The  skin  near  the 
fnrf'hf'atl  n?nl  temples  is  more  sensihle 
than  tiiat  on  the  vertex.  The  sides  of 
the  jaws  come  next,  and  the  parts  of  the 
face  are  more  and  more  sensioie  as  they 
arc  nearer  the  median  line,  the  point  of 
the  nose  and  the  red  pari  of  tlie  lips. 
The  inner  sides  of  the  hps  are  less  senst. 
ble  the  Ibitber  thej  are  horn  the  mar- 
^ws.  The  jpfums  are  susceptible  of  con- 
siderable pain,  but  possess  very  little 
power  of  uistiuguishiug  the  distance  of 
the  two  points.  It  would  appear  that 
we  can  sometimes  ascertain  the  distance 
and  direction  of  the  points  hy  me.nis  of 
tlie  teeth  or  their  pulps.  The  most  sen- 
sible part  of  the  point  of  the  tong'uc  oc- 
cupies only  a  small  space— four  or  six 
square  lines.  The  touch  of  the  tonpfue 
becomes  less  acute  on  all  sides  as  we 
recede  from  thiii.  The  soil  palate  has  a 
more  acute  sense  of  touch  than  the  hard 
palate. 

On  the  Tnmh  of  the  Tiodtf.  —  Tl)e 
sense  of  tfincli  mt  the  surface  of  the  trunk 
of  the  body  ih  less  acute  than  that  oi  the 
head  and  extremities;  and  there  is  no 
part  of  the  trunk  possessed  of  the  same 
acutcness  the  tonpfiic,  lip«,  fingfers, 
nose,  or  hand.  The  mammw  even  have 
not  an  acute  sense  of  touch.  From  this, 
as  well  as  several  other  observations,  the 
important  deduction  may  be  mad*  ,  that 
ihe  acnteness  of  the  sense  of  touch  is 
very  little  connected  with  or  in  propor- 
tion to  the  susceptibility  of  the  skin  to 
be  affected  with  pain  or  titillation,  and 
tenderness  of  the  skin  by  no  means  indi- 
cates acute  seutiibiiity,  or  acuteness  of 
the  sense  of  toadi. 

One  of  the  most  important  differences 
hrf\ve('n  the  sense  of  touch  in  the  trunk 
and  tliat  in  the  extremities  consists  in 
this — that  on  many  parti»  oi°  the  truuk 
the  hoiixental  or  transverse  positbn  of 
the  points  is  not  more  easily  recoeiiized 
than  the  per]iend?rn!:»r  f)r  buinfitudinal. 

In  a  cousiiicrablciioncs  experiments 
which  ProfisBsor  Weber  made  in  illus- 
ttation  of  the  relative  acuteness  of  tlie 
sense  of  touch  In  different  parts  of  the 
trunk,  he  chose  three  horizontal  lines 
encircling  the  ho<lv  in  the  rc^ons  of  the 
neck,  thorax,  ana  abdomen,  and  four 
vertical  lines,  passing'  from  the  head 


downwards  to  the  inferior  i^trennities, 

and  measured  the  power  of  touch  as  ber- 
fnre,  by  placintr  the  two  points  at  dif- 
ferent distances  and  in  vanoiis  directtom 
on  these  lines. 

In  placing' the  two  points  at  a  distanc-*^ 
of  about  two  inches,  in  a  liorizoutnl  jiosi . 
tion,  on  the  line  surrounding  the  tlmrax, 
from  the  cusiform  cartilage,  a  little:  be> 
low  each  mamma,  he  found  tliat  there 
are  four  places  at  which  the  distance  of 
the  two  points  is  most  obvious.  These 

C laces  are  iu  the  middle,  before  and  be. 
ind,  and  on  the  two  sides.  Wc  p<  r. 
ceive  the  two  points  most  di^taetljr 
when  tber  are  placed  equidisfrmt  on 
each  side  of  the  median  line;  tljc  clear* 
ness  of  the  double  impiTssion  diminisdics 
as  soon  as  they  are  moved  to  one  or 
other  side.  Nearly  the  same,  thooj^ 
with  less  distuK  tnc'^s,  is  the  case  m  me 
middle  of  the  two  sides. 

On  applying  the  two  poiwto  ill  a  ver- 
tical direction  across  the  horisontal  line 
surroundin;jf  the  tlmrrix,  there  are  four 
places  in  which  tlie  double  impression 
IS  less  clearly  perceived  than  in  others; 
or  the  sensibility  a^)pear8  most  ob- 
tuse in  the  same  region  in  which  the 
horizontal  application  of  the  points  is 
most  clearly  perceived ;  and  vice  verWL 
This  inverse  ratio  does  not,  hewevet^ 
hold  in  all  the  intermediate  regions*. 

In  the  second  bori/ontal  line  sur- 
rounding the  abdomen  about  an  inch 
above  tie  umbilicus,  the  hmgitudtual 
and  transverse  application  of  the  tw« 
points  ^we>  nearly  the  same  results  as  in 
the  fbornv.  Hut  jit  the  tbir^!  line  sur- 
rourjdinf^  the  neck,  IVoleiiiior  Weber 
states  that  the  results  were  so  inccui^. 
stent  as  to  render  an  acoomit  of  thcaa 
unnecessary. 

In  the  anterior  median  line,  extend- 
ing from  the  chin  to  the  symphysis  pu- 
bb,  the  transverse  position  of  tne^pomla 
^ves  the  dearest  impression  on  the 
chin,  and  next  on  tlie  upper  part  of 
tlie  neck.  The  points  seiin  to  ap- 
proach one  another  as  they  arc  brought 
to  the  bottom  of  the  neck  and  to])  of  the 
sternum;  the  sensibility  is  increased  on 


•  It  must  be  rtuuirked,  tl  iit,  in  Professor 
Wcbfr's  account  of  his  experi m  1 1 tbere  It  so 
n])i/iU'ent  contradiction  in  respect  to  this  ;  for  at 
due  pince  he  says  tbere  are  fuur  places  In  which 
tbe  vertical  poaltlon  to  leMi  cteWt-otwo  btkiod 
and  bcTore,  sad  two  mi  tli«  side ;  and  at  aaotber 
he  Myt  that  It  is  clearest  of  all  on  the  sides.  I 
have  found  the  Vfrtical  position  of  the  points 
more  l  Uarly  <liiiliiiguist)al)lc  <>ii  ilu>  lini*  passing 

f  rom  ttie  axilla  to  the  ileum,  thau  cither  before  or 
bebivdit. 
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the  stenmii,  and  again  diminishecl  at 
tlie  lower  part  of  the  tborax  and  upper 

](:irt  of  tilt  alHlomen  ;  a  little  above  the 
iiiiiliiiiciis  it  increases  again  rapidly  to. 
\^ai-(Ji>  thm  part;  below  it,  the  points 
appear  a^aiti  to  approach  one  another, 
and  coalesce  into  one  on  the  ■jrmpbjrais 
of  the  pubis. 

The  application  of  the  two  points  in 
a  vertical  or  luug^tudinal  direction  on 
the  anterior  median  line,  ifaowcd  aearlj 
the  same  alternate  increase  Mid  decmae 
of  llie  power  of  touch. 

On  the  pusteiior  median  line,  extend- 
ing from  the  occiput  to  the  coccvx,  the 
tmnsTme  and  longitudinal  position  of 
the  points  is  most  easily  recognized 
near  the  oceipiit  and  between  tlie  glutwi 
UiUM:lcs.  1  he  sense  of  touch  increa^ses 
to  a  considerable  degree  from  the  sacrum 
towards  the  anus;  and  there  is  al«o  a 
place  between  the  scapulie,  on  wbidb  it 
IS  considerably  greater  than  abo?e  or 
below. 

In  the  median  lines,  therefore,  it  ap- 
pears that  nearly  the  same  varietiea  of 

the  sense  of  toudi  are  perceiFed  hy  the 
longitudinal  and  trfirj^^vfTse  n|>|>lication 
of  the  points;  which  would  seem  to 
show,  that  in  these  Hnea  of  the  bod  y  the 
Tsrieties  in  the  sense  of  touch  ought  to 
be  attributed  not  merely  to  the  difference 
of  direction  of  the  course  of  the  nerves, 
hut  al^io  to  their  existing  in  greater  or 
leas  quantity,  and  their  oein|^  endoiTed 
with  a  more  or  less  acute  semtihility. 

On  tlie  lateral  loniritndinul  lines,  cx- 
teiiding  from  the  axilla  tf>  the  crest  of 
till'  ileum,  the  sense  ot  touch  seems  to 
he  greatest  towards  the  axilla,  and  to. 
VI  ards  the  ereat  of  the  ileum. 

The  cau'.es  of  this  flivi  rsity  in  the 
sense  ol  touch  in  diHVrent  parts  of  the 
body,  seem  on  the  v\  hole  nut  to  be  well 
ascertained.  It  b  sufficiently  obvions 
tliat  the  greater  sensibility  of  some  parts 
of  the  body  does  notde^KMid  <m  tlieir  he- 
iug  more  frequently  seen  than  otlicn-,  as 
some  have  supposed  to  be  the  case ;  the 
middle  of  the  oaek  of  the  hand,  eon- 
atautly  exposed  to  view,  is  surpassed  by 
the  fingers  and  palm,  and  hy  the 

lower  end  of  the  forearm  ;  tiic  ^ame  is 
the  ease  with  the  donum  of  the  foot. 
The  skin  over  the  as  sacrum  and  coccyx, 
thoiiLrh  ?K  vond  the  range  of  vision,  is 
coin]);n  111"',  cly  very  semiide.  TIh-  srn- 
Kilnlity  ul  the  sub-mental  8urpa.sses  that 
of  the  sternal  and  abdominal  regions; 
ud  thongh  the  anterior  is  gtncnlly 


more  sensible  than  the  posterior  soHace 
of  the  body,  this  would  appear  to  be 

connected  with  the  structure  of  the  skin 
rather  than  with  the  sig-ht,  for  the  sa- 
crum and  coccyx  are  more  sensible  than 
the  pubis.  Examples  of  blind  persona 
also,  and  the  gieat  improvement  their 
organs  of  toiu  h  are  susceptible  of  from 
exercTsr,  sufficiently  show  that  sight  has 
\cTy  little  to  do  with  our  power  of  dis« 
tinguisbing  by  touch  different  regions 
of  the  skin.  Nor  does  thia  power  ap- 
pear to  de]>end  chiefly  on  any  mechani- 
cal adv  antage  of  one  part  over  another — 
as,  i'or  example,  that  some  parts  are 
fixed  on  bones,  and  others  are  Tery 
moveable.  The  tip  of  the  tongue  and 
free  part  of  the  lips  which  are  louse,  and 
the  points  of  tlie  lingers  which  are  fix^, 
are  possessed  of  neariy  equally  acute 
powers  of  touch. 

The  cause  of  tliesc  variations  is  pro- 
bably to  be  soTTjfht  for  in  tlie  structure 
of  the  skin,  with  which  subject  wc  are 
as  yet,  as  regarda  the  distribution  of  the 
nerves  at  least,  very  imperfectly  ac- 
quainted. It  seems  to  he  obvious,  how- 
ever, that  the  gn  nt  power  of  tfuich  does 
not  de})eiid  on  the  presence  of  papillie, 
for  the  mammtt,  and  some  other  parts 
with  numeroua  papills,  have  yet  a  very 
hlimt  sense  of  touch.    The  tonpiie  has 

Itapilhe  over  its  whole  upper  surface; 
mi  it  is  only  at  liic  tip  that  the  sense  of 
touch  is  very  acute. 

Many  cxjicriments  seem  to  show  that 
the  direction  of  the  course  of  the  lai^per 
and  smaller  ner>ous  twigs  has  some  in- 
fluence over  the  power  of  the  skin,  by 
which  we  distinguish  the  separate  im- 
pressions of  tlie  points.  The  greater 
power  which  we  have  of  distinguishing 
the  points  in  a  transverse  than  in  a  longi- 
tudinal {MMiition  on  the  arms  and  legs, 
while  on  the  face  and  some  parts  of  Uie 
trunk  of  the  body  a  position  of  the  points 
par:i!1<  l  fo  the  longitudinal  dirrctjon  nf 
tiic  hody  gives  the  clearest  double  im- 
pression, would  seem  to  show  that  in 
general  the  feeling  of  the  distance  of  the 
points  is  most  acute,  when  they  are  ap- 
plied across  the  direction  of  the  nerves 
in  their  course.  There  are,  however, 
other  varieties  which  cannot  be  so  eaaily 
explained  in  this  manner,  and  it  he- 
comes  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  the 
suppo.sitioii,  that  the  quantity  ofnerioiis 
matter,  as  well  as  the  mode  of  it^i  distri- 
bution  in  the  skin,  may  influence  to  a 
considenible  extent  Che  acuteoess  of  the 
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tense  of  Couch.  Sufficient  attention  lins  tbefingvn.  Metals,  n ben  of  die 

not  us  yet  been  giTen  to  this  part  of  the  temperature  as  the  hand,  can  scarcelr 

Mihjcet.  be  disting'ui^hed  from  «rl  »ss  »n»l  otbor 

The  effect  of  motion  of  our  oi|^n»,  substances  with  a  smooth  .suriace.  W^bea 

and  of  ibe  bodies  touching  then,  in  the  finger  of  one  fienon  is  eofidoeted  br 

augmentinf^  the  acnteness  of  tbt^sensa*  another  into  a  fluid,  the  sli^t  pres»un* 

tion,  iH  very  n'markaHe.     When  two  over  a  cniisiderable  surface  infi»rTn«. 

points,  for  example,  placed  upon  the  of  its  presence.     If  a  person  (lra\»  !s  a 

skin  appear  as  one,  we  can  often  recog-  plane  surface  alon^  the  finger  ul'ano- 

nize  tbcir  double  impression  by  moving  ther,  pressing  at  first  gently,  tbeti  s^*' 

the  skin.    It  is  thus  that  by  moving  the  dually  more  strongly,  and  again  grn  iU  . 

finjrer-  "    di<*cover  the  asperities  on  siir-  tlir  fo  oling  of  a  ronvev  surface  w  ill  bt* 

faces  which  cuuld  not  be  felt,  were  the  communicated  to  the  linger,  ami  that  of 

Unger  held  at  rest  over  them.  We  also  a  ooneare  tinrface  ma^  be  giYen  hj  the 

acquire  a  more  accurate  knowledge  of  |p«alesl  pressure  bein|f  made  ftt  eaek 

the  nature  of     i»M]>ression,  by  bn^  ing  end. 

it  made      dirtlrcut  parts  of  the  skm  in        Professor  Weljcr  next  relates  some 

buccessiun.    By  a  peculiar  internal  feel-  experiments  which  be  performed  with 

ing,  called  the  muscular  sensation,  in-  die  view  of  ascertaining  bo«r  hr  we  me 

forming  us  of  the  extent  of  muscular  capable  of  judging  of  the  weight  of 

couf  ruction,  M  e  come  to  know  the  direc-  bf>fH«  «  hy  thr  sense  of  touch  in  tlie  skin, 

tiuu  and  space  in  which  our  limbs  are  auci  huw  lar  it  is  necessary  that  we 

moved ;  and  every  one  knows  that  this  should  be  assisted  also  bj  the  mnaeular 

leeling  is  of  very  considerable  import-  sensation;  for  it  is  obvious  that  in  ge- 

ance  in  aidiu^j  the  sense  of  touch,  and  in  neral  we  make  use  of  both  these  means 

impmvin;^  that  kind  of  toueli  frequently  to  obtain  a  correct  estimate  of  wrcight. 
di&tiuguishcd  in  this  country  by  the        lie   found   that   when   two  enual 

term  tact.   It  has  already  been  remark,  weights  *  are  placed  on  corresponding 

ed,  that  it  is  not  unfrequently  diflicult  to  parts  of  the  skin,  he  might  add  to  or 

discriminate  whether  vve  judtre  of  the  subtract  from  oiw  of  ihrm  n  certain 

qualities  of  a  surface  by  tlte  sensibility  quantity  without  the  per>ou  ou  wb<»8e 

oftbe  skin,  or  by  the  muscular  sensation,  skin  tlirf  were  laid  being  sensible  of 

We  can  in  general  tell  immediately  the  any  change  or  ineouality  in  them.  He 

direction  in  %vliich  any  one  pulls  the  hair  nsrrrfninrd  th;it  ^vhrTt  ffn*  band  or  any 

of  our  bead;  but  the  knowledge  of  tliis  other  niovealile  part  of  the  bmly  is  hiitl 

direction  is  not  derived,  as  might  be  quite  inactive  on  a  table,  a  much  greater 

supposed,  from  the  sense  of  toucn,  but  ehanffo  can  be  made  in  the  velative 

depends  on  an  exertion  of  the  muscles  of  weight  of  the  two  bodies,  without  its 

the  head,  which      iTTime<liutely  and  in-  being  perceivetl,  than  wbe!»  th*-  limbs 

seusibljr  made  Mith  the  view  of  resisting  are  rree  and  capable  of  muscular  exer- 

the  motion  of  Ae  head,  which  without  it  tion ;  that  98  ounces  or  drachms,  ibr  ex. 

would  occur.  On  fixing  the  whole  head,  ample,  may  be  altered  by  from  8  to  18, 

itw  ill  be  found  that  tlie  power  of  distin-  when  the  band  is  uioti(»nIess  and  sup- 

guishinjTf  the   direction  still  remains,  ])orted,  but  only  by  from  one  and  a  half 

though  in  a  less  dej^ree.    This  seems  to  to  four  when  the  muscles  are  in  action  ; 

depend  on  the  position  of  the  skin  in  and  hsnoe  Professor  Weber  iniers,  that 

the  neigbboufliood  being  altered  by  trac*  the  measure  of  weight  by  the  touch  of 

tion  ;  for  wlu^n  we  fix  the  skin,  the  power  the  skin  alone  is  mnr»^  fhnti  flduhl^'d  hy 

of  distiu^uibhrng  the  direction  in  which  the  assistance  of  the  muscular  sensatiun. 
the  hair  is  pulled,  entirely  disappears.         By  these  experiments  it  was  found 

Another  illustration  of  this  is  obtained  that  the  lips  estimate  weight  more  cor. 

from  the  following  experiment: — Shut  rcetly  than  any  other  part  of  the  bo<ly: 

the  eyes,  hold  the  liana  steady,  and  let  the  flnp^ei-s  and  toes  may  l*e  reckoned 

some  one  touch  your  fingers  with  and  next,  the  second  phalanx  being  inferior 
carry  along  their  points  various  sub>        .  ■ 

stances,  as  paper,  glass,  meul,  wood,     *  The  we\^ht^  tn  ,      i  >       t .  i  ■  made  of 

OTlill,  leather,  IitpM).  ^.ilk,  or  velvet;  yon  material,  w.rt  rou,l  i-rv.ci.t  Ihc-  >.ame«lM 

'  .,,  ?  •     ,  >  A  ^,  '^J^"!      surface  tu  the  akin.   1  n  order  to  In* 

Will  be  surpnsed  Ijow  often  jtui  mistake  sure  UiU,  and  to  correct  the  dilferetice  of  Um* 

the  one  for  the  other,  accortling  as  they  I'fatuf*.     l«  well  to  lnt«pow  alBittaf  ly  shi^ 

ate  moie  or  less  lightly  pie»8^l  againit  SJST  ''^  ""'••^         ^  wiftowUh. 
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to  the  third,  aud  the  i'lrsi  to  the  second  : 
the  palm  of  the  hand  aud  sole  of  the 
foot,  especially  the  parii  coreriiig-  the 
ends  of  the  metacarpal  and  meta- 
tarsal bones,  possess  also  a  considerable 
power,  while  the  back,  thorax,  abilomeii, 
9(Mipii]fle,  arms,  legps,  and  occiput,  have 
ver^  little  power  of  estitnatiiig^  weight; 
v  liich  observations  obriouslj  show  m 
t^>ii>i(icr;il)le  Corresponib^nre  be  tH'r<Mi 
thuiic  parts  of  the  skiu  posse ssiii«r  the 
iiMNit  acute  flenae  oi  touch,  and  those 
eitimatingf  wein^bta  most  correctly. 

Profe^^or  Weber  ntrrihiites  to  a  more 
acute  souse  of  touch  iu  Uie  left  arm  the 
circumstance,  that  to  most  persona 
wei&rhts  ajppear  heaTier  to  the  left  than 
to  the  ri<;ht  arm.   This  ia  no  doubt  to  a 

ruin  extent  caused  by  the  cominon  pre- 
ponderance  of  the  miisclr^;  (.f  the  ng-ht 
arm  over  those  o(  the  lei  t ;  but  Professor 
Weber  atatea  that  he  haa  alio  piwred 
that  in  a  larf^e  proportion  of  the  mdm- 
duals  oil  ubom  he  has  experimented, 
the  aeuiiibihty  of  the  skin  on  the  left 
am  ia  greater  than  that  on  the  right, 
and  he  has  found,  that  though  the  hand 
M  not  assisted  in  any  degree  by  the 
nniseular  action  or  scnsofioTj,  as  wlien  it 
is  steadily-  supported,  \vei;4})ts  still  ai)- 
pear  heavier  to  the  left  than  U)  tljc  right 
arm.  Of  fourteen  individuals  of  3U- 
f»'r»Mit  classes  of  soi  iot  v,  eleven  found 
tiie  weinfbts  heaviest  in  the  left  hand, 
two  lieavicst  iu  the  right,  and  in  one 
there  waa  no  difference  between  the 
right  and  left.  He  also  ascertained  that 
tbi^  acutencss  of  touch  in  recn*rui'/ing- 
weight  resides  not  only  in  the  left  hand, 
but  also  in  thp  left  foot  aud  scapula. 

In  concluding  tbia  account  or  Profea- 
fessor  Webcr*»  researches,  which  I  re- 
gret I  have  been  nbli|red  to  shorten  too 
much,  I  may  sUte  that  I  have  repeated 
a  considerable  number  of  the  cxjari- 
inenu  on  the  comparativ'e  aenaibility  of 
different  parts  of  the  skin,  on  my  own 
person,  as  well  as  on  other  individuals, 
and  have  obtained  very  nearlv  the 
flame  results.  The  acutencss  tif  the 
eenee  of  touch  oyer  the  whole  akiiy 
seems  to  mc  to  vary  more  or  less  in  dif- 
ferent individuals  ;  bni  I  have  n<'t  ob. 
licrved  any  striking  deviations  from  tlie 
resolta  recoided  in  Professor  Weber's 
papers,  in  respect  to  the  relative  aeate- 
ness  of  this  sense  in  the  different  regions 
of  the  body  *. 

*  Wttm  Bdlnb.  M«d.  aad  8arg,  Joura.  for  July. 
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THE  CONSISTENCE  OF  COAGU- 
LATED  BLOOD. 

TV  the  Sdiior  of  the  Mtdieal  Gazette. 

Sir, 

If  yon  think  the  experiments,  of  which 
I  noiv  send  you  an  account,  are  dcserv* 
ing  of  the  attention  of  the  profession,  I 
shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  to  snare 
them  a  corner  in  your  excellent  penodi* 
caJ.— I  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Hbney  JoHNSOtt,  M.D. 
SbrcvtbafT,  AagQtt27i  ^SM. 

In  Older  to  make  some  experiments 
on  the  consutence  of  blood  in  diflferent 

disease*!,  I  contrived  the  instrument  of 
b  I  here  give  an  accurate  descrip. 
tiun  and  figure. 

IteonsMtsofasmallroond  c 
cone  of  ivory.  A,  into  the 
base  of  uhieh,  at  a,  is 
screwed  a  eylinfble;*!  stem, 
B,  turned  very  smooth,  and 
made  of  ebony.  The  stem 
B  is  surmounted  by  a  cir- 
cular flat  pieee,  C,  which 
screws  on  the  extremity  of 
B,  and  may  be  removed  at 
plcaaure.  The  whole  in- 
strumcnt  is  4*  inches  in 
Icncrtb.  The  length  of  the 
ivory  cone.  A,  is  IJ  ineh ; 
at  its  broadest  part  its  dia- 
meter is  three-eighths  of  an 
inch,  and  from  Uiis  it  gra- 
dually taners  to  a  sharp 
point  at  h.  Lastly,  it  has 
a  scale  of  decrees  engraved 
upon  it,  each  of  which  is 
nearly  equal  to  1,'^  of 
inch,  there  beinff  17i  on  the 
whole  scale.  Tiie  stem  B, 
with  the  disk  C,  is  just 
three  inches  long ;  the  dia- 
met»'r  of  tlie  former  nearly 
j.  W  eight  of  the  whole, 
71  grains. 


B 


The  mode  of  using  this  instrument, 

and  the  principle  on  wbic  b  it  acts,  are 
obvious.  It  is  to  be  held  loosely  in  the 
fingers  like  a  pen,  or  bv  means  of  a 
piece  of  card  perforated      admit  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


708   DR.  JOHNSON  ON  THE  CONSISTENCE  OF  COAGULATED  BLOOD. 


Kiem  aiid  alluvv  uf  ils  easy  motion.  In 
either  of  these  ways  the  point  of  the 
cone  is  to  be  brought  down  gradually, 
riTnl  in  a  perpendicular  position,  upon  tfic 
blood  to  be  tried.  The  weitrbt  of  the 
instrament  of  come  forees  m  conicil 
part  ioto  the  hlood  to  a  ^ater  or  Um 
(lcj)tli,  acrordiniT  to  its  rnTi«;istencc  ;  and 
the  flopth  to  which  it  sinkH,  as  ascer- 
t^iiiitU  by  the  graduated  scaie,  affords  a 
pretty  ■ecnitie  aeeme  of  consis- 
tence or  cohflfhre  power  of  the  coogu- 
lated  bloo<i. 

I  shall  now,  as  briefly  possible,  re- 
late some  experiments  pcrlurraed  with 
this  instniment,  which  I  shall  in  future 
desiipiate  as  the  htemometer*. 


Eight  ounces  of  blood  were  taken 
Iron  a  person  not  i  erv  mbuxt,  but  iA 
^od  health.    In  two  hours  it  had  lie- 

come  jMTfectly  ronnrulatrd,  and  h-id 
separated  much  seruui.    The  htemo. 

ten  dcgwes.   At  the  end  of  four  houm, 

more  semm  having"  separated,  it  iiidt- 
cated  only  9  degrees;  in  seven  hours, 
still  9  degrees ;  in  ten  hours,  9^  degrees. 
Twentj^three  hours  after  the  eoameneo- 
ment  of  the  experiment,  it  was  aurunftt 
9  degrees. 

Having'  stated  tlie  foregoing'  experi- 
ment at  full  lenfifth,  I  shall  give  the  re- 


sults of  the  otMts  m  the 
tahle:*-* 


follow  in  if 


No. 


I 

2 
3 

4 

5 

6 


8 
i) 

10 

II 

12 

13 
14 

!5 

Hi 
17 
18 

19 

20 

21 


Name  o  I 


A.B. 
CD. 

C.  B. 

M.  O. 

J.  J. 
E.  E. 

E.  F. 

E.M. 

W.H. 

G.  H. 

J.  J. 
J.  J. 

G.  H. 
W.  J. 

E.  E. 

E.  G. 
W.  R. 
J.  J. 

J.D. 

C.  D. 

H.  T. 


RheumaL  aeute 

Rbeomatlsm 

5  HsmopA  slight  ? 
I  pneumonia.  ) 

Contused  side. 

Hepatitis,  aeute. 

Unknown. 


i' 


Pleuiisy. 

Angina  pect 
HaBmoptysis. 
Cough  and  pain 

of  side, 
heumatiam,  acute 
Ditto. 

( Coui^h  and  pain  ? 
\    of  side.  S 
Rbeumatism  slight 
cHeadache  and; 

^  pain  of  side.  ) 
Hheuinatism. 
Congc&tio  cerebri. 
Cough  and  palplt. 
\T'ktrated  leg,i 
^  and  pain  inside.^ 
Slight  concussion. 
None. 


How  lODf 
diawa. 


34  hours 
90 
1 


3 
23 


3 


18 
H 

2 

l^ 

20 
6 

n 
1 

s 

4 


tntticmted. 


0 

f 

1 


1ft 

2 
2 


3 

3| 


5 


5i 

6 
6 
7 


8 
9 


{Coagulum  contracted,  dense 
bofly  roat. 
Thick  bafly  coat 
Coagulnm  contracted,  ea< 
verod  with  bufly  coat 
Buffed  and  cupped,  a  ple- 
thoric young 
RfiH-h  buffed. 
Much  buffed. 
S  Coagulum  contracted imach 
{  buffid. 

Considerably  buffed. 
Not  at  all  bufled. 

ButTcd  in  ]>atc]iea. 

Not  b II fled. 

Same  blood  as  No.  11. 

Buffed  in  places:  see  No.  10. 

Not  bufltd. 

Coagulum  contmet^djuoboC 

Not  bufled. 
Aimo^t  uoappearaneeof  aiuft, 
No  buffy  coat. 

pv.rectly    ooagulatid;  m 

j  bufl'*y  coat. 
Not  buffed  J  serum  ^ieparated. 
Seruui  M|MUited;  ao  hnft 


T  have  arran^i^ed  these  experiments 
according  to  the  indications  furnished 
by  the  hemometer,  not  according  to  the 
order  in  which  they  were  performed. 

In  ronductinjT  these  f^xprrinicnts,  it 
has  always  struck  me  that  there  was 
generallj  a  oonneilfm  heCween  the  rtate 
of  the  ayatcm  and  the  greater  or  less 


consistence  of  the  blood.  I  mean,  thait 
a  hi|^b  degree  of  constststenee  of  tlie 
clot  shews  an  inflammatory  or  sthenie 

leiidpncy;  a  lower  degree  indunto'? 
a  more  moderate  state  of  excitement, 
whilst  a  state  of  debility,  or  asthenia,  is 
attended  with  a  weaker  eohesive  powoR 
Let  the  reader,  for  example,  compare 
Nos.  I,  2, 3, 4, 5, 7,  Nc.  with  the  sliirl^tcr 
afiectioiis  (14,  15^  18, 19,30),  and  wiOt 


Digitized  by  CoogI 


MR.  DEHANE  S  CASE  OF  TRAUMATIC  TETANUS. 


799 


No.  21,  in  which  the  hlofid  was  taken 

from  n  In  nhfiv  person.  The  above  cx- 
periinonts  .slxvv  a  difiereuce  iu  the 
consistence  of  the  blood  much  {greater 
diati  I  had  even  Miapected.  The  healthy 
standard  is  probaWy  about  9  dej^recs. 
In  aciit»'  rlieiiiiiatisTn,  and  other  iiiHam- 
niatory  diseases,  its  consistence  is  so 

S«at  as  to  be  indicated  by  1  degf.  of 
e  htemometer.  On  the  other  band, 
in  some  cases*,  if  t  •^r-t  down  in  tlir 
tal>lr.  T  have  seen  the  blood  so  dissolved 
and  vuid  ol  cohesion  as  to  allow  the  in- 
atniment  to  sink  to  the  bottom  of  the 
\  essrl,  as  in  a  thick  liquid. 

Tlio  ]tr»><f  iK  f  of  the  buffy  coat  makes 
tlie  hieninuu  tcr  sink  to  a  very  little 
depth,  and  thus  marks  a  big^b  degree  of 
conesive  power;  but  it  is  remarkable 
that  in  IVo.  9  the  instrument  shews  a 
v(«vy  irr<  !it  ronsistence  where  there  is  no 
visible  hurtV  coat. 

I  am  fully  aware  that  the  opinion 
here  offered,  as  to  a  difference  of  consis- 
tence of  the  blond  under  difTi  rent  statrs 
of  the  system,  is  iirither  nove  l  n(»r  origi- 
nal. I  have  sonictiiues  seen  tiie  talented 
professors  of  elinieal  nedteine  at  Edin- 
nutifhf,  employ  the  fing;er  to  ascertain 
th'i<  jmiiit.  I  think,  however,  that  it 
may  be  satisfactoi  v  t«»  have  more  direct 
cxperuueuts  on  this  subject. 
'  In  condnsion,  I  would  venture  to 
angipest  that  au  instrument  such  as  I 
ba^f  ^If  serilicd  may  be  employed  in 
cerUimini^  tlie  condition  of  the  system 
w  hilst  labouring  under  disease,  and  in 
certain  obscure  eases  may  assist  in  de- 
tenuining*  the  propriety  of  venrsertinn, 
or  other  depletory  measures.  Such  a 
test,  it  is  evident,  possesses  many  ud- 
Tantages  over  the  appearance  or  non- 
appearance of  the  buny  coat. 

Another  use  which  may  h»*  nindo  of 
this  instruraejit,  is  to  ascertain  witli  ac- 
curacy the  degree  of  induration  or 
softening  of  the  brain  in  post-mortem 
examinations;  an  application  of  vvhich 
I  iiHi  t  1  fer  the  consideration  to  a  fu- 
ture o|)j»ortunity. 

I  hope  that  these  exjierimento  will 
lead  otners  to  turn  their  attention  to 
this  subject ;  that  they  will  try  the  uti- 
lity of  the  b«?mometer,  as  a  means  of 
am)rding^  practical  indications  iu  the 
diagnosM  or  treatment  of  disease ;  and 
that  they  will  conunnnicate  their  ob- 
servations, whether  tbry  he  for  or  against 
the  views  here  entertained. 


TRAUMATIC  TETAMIS  SlTt  CESS. 
FULLY  TREATED  WITH  CAR- 
BONATE  OF  IRON. 


*  One  of  ihft  mm  a  caw  of  fever, 
t  Thik  VTM  about  ISM  dr 


To  ik€  EdUor  of  tko  Medie^  Guzttte. 
Sir, 

I  TAKE  thellberty  of  transmitting  to  yon 
the  paiticnlars  of  a  case  of  traumatic  te- 
tanus successfully  treated  with  tbcearbo. 
nat«'  ol"  iron.  Should  you  think  it  of  suf- 
ficient iuinortanco  to  insert  in  the  Medical 
Gazette,  it  is  at  your  servicet~-I  am,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

£.  F.  Dehan£,  M.&.C.S. 

Wotvcrhampton,  Aug*  1888. 

Robert  Ireland,  a  stout  healthy  coun- 
tryman, fBtat  43,  living  with  Thomas 
S.  Hellier,  Esq.  of  the  Woodhouse,  in 
this  neighbourliood,  in  the  capacity  of 
waggoner,  whilst  driving  home  a  load 
of  manure  early  on  the  nioming  of  the 
25th  May  last,  was  riding  on  the  sbafls 
of  the  waggon,  and  hcing  somewhat  in- 
loAicated,  Tell  off:  the  wheels  passing 
over  bis  left  leff,  caused  a  (lacture  of  the 
tibula  and  fibuhi  a  little  above  the  ankle- 
joint:  the  great  toe  of  the  rif^ht  foot  was 
much  lacerated  and  the  b(ni(s  eommi- 
nuted :  tbc  wheel  having  also  passed  over 
it,  a  Mnall  portion  of  the  custa  of  the 
Idl  ilium  was  broken  off,  and  the  inte- 
"■iirjMMit*^  roverinjr  it  torn  and  bruised. 
1  he  luilient  having  been  conveyed  home, 
a  distance  of  about  three  miles,  was 
immediatdiy  placed  in  bed,  and  the  frac- 
tured hones  of  the  leg  reduced,  and  a 
poultice  applied  to  the  toe :  an  anodyne 
was  administered,  followed  by  aperients. 
There  is  considerable  suppuration  from 
the  toe,  and  he  appears  to  be  going  on 
favourably. 

June  4th. — TTf  now  complains  of  a 
slight  stiffness  oi  the  jaw,  wbicb  seems 
to  be  gmdualljr  increasing,  butiannat- 
tendcfTwith  pain :  the  wound  the  toe 
looks  well,  and  granulations  are  appear- 
ing iu  the  midst  of  a  ver^  copious  dis- 
charge of  pus :  the  pulse  is  7i\  and  na- 
tural; bowels  regular,  tongue  slightly 
fuired.  Ordered  as  follows : 

a  Decoct.  Cinebon.lb.ss.;  TincLO|ni, 

git.  100;  Pnh .  Cinchonrr,  Ammonia' 
Carbon,  a.  ^ii.  M.  cap.  unciam  uuam 
Sdis  Td  atiis  horis. 

The  neck  to  be  rubbed  with  an  ano- 
dyne embrocation,  and  some  ale  allowed. 
Sth.^Tbe  jaw  is  now  nearly  ckMied, 
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and  the  muscles  quite  rig-id,  and  he  com- 
plains of  severe  pain  tlx"  hack  of  the 
neck,  extending  to  about  the  middle  of 
the  dorsal  spine :  the  niilse  is  about  85: 
he  has  continued  tlie  bark  mixture  with 
opium,  with  the  addition  of  halfadrachm 
of  the  powdered  bark  to  each  dose. 

The  case  now  having  assumed  a  vcgr 
serious  appeaiance,  and  the  tetame 
svuiptonis  evidently  increasing,  it  was 
dett  nuiuod,  in  rcinsultation  with  Dr.  De- 
hane,  to  adopt  the  plan  which  had  been 
fouod  successful  in  two  cases  hy  Dr.  Kl- 
liotBon,  via.  by  the  exhibition  of  the  car- 
bonate ei  iron,  twelve  ounces  of  which 
were  given  in  the  coiiT^e  of  the  day. 

9tli. — The  abdominal  muscles  hare 
become  rigid  and  affected  witih  violent 
paroxysms  of  spasmodic  puins,  as  are 
also  those  of  the  neck  anil  jaw,  which 
remain  immoveable.  The  head  is  drawn 
backwards,  and  he  grasps  the  bedstead 
with  bis  hands  thrown  behind  him :  hia 
sufferings  are  indeed  very  great,  and  his 
shrieks  may  be  heard  at  a  considerable 
distance:  his  pulse  is  KM),  but  the  state 
of  the  tongue  cannot  be  ascertained,  from 
the  riy^d  closure  of  the  iaws:  Ib.j.  ferri 
carbunatis  is  directed  to  be  taken  during 
the  day  in  beef-tea  and  treacle,  and  the 
parts  aH'ected  to  be  frequently  rubbed 
with  tiucturae  opii ;  his  bowels  to  be  re- 
gulated by  castor  oil.  The  granulations 
in  the  wound  arc  still  rising,  and  the 
discharge  of  pus  copious. 

10th.  —  The  patient  ha^  been  more 
tranquil  in  the  night,  and  the  pains 
arising  from  the  spasms  and  tension  are 
much  mitigated :  pulse  has  fallen  to  70, 
and  his:  hrm-el<;  are  open ;  but  the  rigidity 
of  the  iuui>clcb  remains. 

Ordered— Ferri.  Carbon,  jxg.  quotidie. 

I1ih.«»  Plas  bad  a  bad  night,  in  con- 
sequence of  llie  return  of  pain  in  the 
back,  but  he  is  thi-^  morning  better:  the 
rigidity  continues  in  the  muscles  of  the 
neck,  jaw,  and  abdomen ;  bowels  have 
been  acted  on  by  castor-oil,  a  considera- 
ble quantity  of  a  lumpy,  ferruginous- 
looking  substance,  having  been  dis- 
charged. 

C'nntin.  l  Yrri  Carbooatifi,  lb.j.  quotidie 

(ud  libitum.) 

12th. — This  niirht  ha.s  been  indifferent, 
from  the  spasmodic  jtains  in  the  abdomi- 
nal muscles;  there  is,  however,  a  slight 
relaxation  of  the  jaw^  and  a  cessation  af 
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pain  in  the  cervical  muscles;  bowels 

conlined. 

H  Infusi  SennfP,  ^vj.;  Mag.  Sulph.  Tj.; 
Tra?.  beunae,  3ij.;  Pulv.  Jalap.  3ss. 
M.  capiat  eoehlearia  duo  ampla  9d& 
qu&quehord,  don rc  '^nbducatar  alvns. 
Ferri  Carbon,  ut  ani^ 

19th.— Has  passed  a  good  ai^bt,  and 

is  much  better,  tlic  wprc^njodie  pains  hav^ 
ing  cea.sed;  the  abdominal  musele:»,  how- 
ever,  are  as  hard  as  a  board ;  the  bowels 
have  been  well  opened,  and  lie  has  con- 
tinued the  iron,  but  in  diminished  quan- 
tity; pulse  (io\  appetite  good,  though 
ooly  liquids  can  be  taken. 

ftth,— He  yesterday  of  his  own  ae- 
cord  discontinued  the  caibonate  of  iron, 
and  has  had  a  retun^  of  sprisms,  both  in 
the  neck  and  abdominal  muscles,  at- 
tended  witit  most  excruciating  pains ; 
pulse  90,  and  his  bowds  open,  l>ireeted 
the  iron  to  }>e  immediately  resumed,  to 
the  extent  of  lb  j  per  diem. 

I6th. — lias  passed  a  tolerat)le  nit.jbt, 
and  there  is  a  considerable  niitigaliitn  of 
the  pains,  but  tlie  ri^^-idity  of  the  muscles 
still  is  present,  it  being  barely  possible 
to  insert  the  point  of  the  little  finger  bo- 
tweeu  the  edg^es  of  the  incisor  teeth. 

Contln.  Ferri  Carbon,  et  Mist.  Aper. 

17th. — Has  had  a  veiy  i^ood  niglit; 
the  pains  have  entirely  left  liim;  bis 
pulse  is  80;  and  he  hsks  passed  a  large 

auantity  of  indurated  feeees,  similar  to 
le  before  described ;  and  ihert  is  a  peiw 
ceptible  relaxation  of  thn  jmvs. 

July  7th. — Since  tlic  «late  of  last  re- 
port, there  has  appeared  to  be  a  general^ 
out  gradual  amendment,  though  with 
occasional  returns  of  Uie  spasmodic 
pains,  and  the  ri«ridity  of  the  ahdoniinal 
muscles  continued  fur  more  than  a  week 
subsequently,  as  well  as  those  of  the  neck; 
the  muscular  tension  has  now,  however, 
so  much  relaxed  tliat  he  can  rotate  tha 
head  with  facility,  and  hns  regriincd  the 
partial  use  of  the  jaw,  so  as  to  be  enabled 
to  masticate  his  food.  The  wound  of 
the  toe  has  thrown  out  luxuriant  granu- 
lations, which  have  required  to  be  kept 
down  by  the  application  of  caustic,  and 
is  now  beginning  to  cicatrize.  The 
fractured  leg  is  (foing  well,  union  hav- 
ing taken  place.  He  has  continued  the 
use  of  the  carbonate  of  iron,  luit  ia 
smaller  quantities,  about  j^ij.  per  vlieni, 
with  the  occasional  use  oi  an  opiate 
draught  and  castor<4»il|  as  before;  umI 
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lie  has  Wen  allowed  flome  wine,  in  addi* 
tion  to  the  ale  before  ni<  i!tioiir«t 

21st.  —  The  tetanic  symwloius  have 
disappeared  for  a  cousidcniDlc  time,  and 
be  is  enabled  to  walk  about,  the  frai  t  tire 
brill*''  firmly  united,  and  the  wound  of 
the  toe  romnletely  cicatrized,  several 
KuiiiiUri  uf  tikc  bonesliaviug  comeaivay 
m>m  it  at  the  different  dressings. 


HYDROCYANIC  ACID. 


To  lAe  fifilor  0/  1A0  Medical  GazeUe. 

Sir, 

The  Medical  Ga/ette  of  the  lOth  of 
Auffust  last  contains  a  commnnication 
fKMii  l^Ir.  Lamiogf,  in  which  he  proposes 

a  formula  for  the  preparation  of  nicdi- 
linal  pmssic  acid:  "  a  j>liiii,"  he  says, 
*'  which,  for  its  siuijdicilv  and  perfec- 
tion, is  probably  destined  to  supersede 
the  five  very  nneertain  metluKls  now  in 
«sr."  Th«'  proce*iH  is  that  of  decom- 
posing- cvanuret  of  potassium  by  tartaric 
acid.  Kow  if  Mr.  Laming,  or  vour 
readers,  will  refer  to  the  Glasjjow  Medi. 
cal  Journal,  No.  14,  or  to  lln-  Phlloso- 
Mn«4':r/inr  for  Atiifiist  IH31,  titry 
\\  iii  liuil  that  this  very  niethu<l  has  iieeu 
already  adopted  and  described  by  Mr. 
Clark,  of  Glasgow. 

Mr.  laming  obscn  c?«,  (liat  '*  there 
lias  been  an  iTujicdiment  in  the  adoption 
of  such  a  furiiiula,  in  the  delicacy  of  the 
cyanuret  of  pcitassiuni ;  no  plan  heretofore 
having' been  discoveretl  for  iCs  formation 
in  a  slate  of  purity."  The  word  delicacy 
T  pn  simie  to  be  aniis]Trint  for  imperjrr- 
tioH  f  but  the  alli  gaiion,  even  thus 
nmended,  is  totallji'  groundless.  Mr. 
Laming,  without  i^fiving  the  details  of 
bis  analv>i^,  statr-  tfiat  he  found  tlie 
compo>ilioii  <>!'  <  vanurct  ol  ])otas^il^u  to 
bC|  cyanogen  3  2o  -j-  potassium  o=r&2i>  j 
n  result  which  agrees  most  precisely 
with  that  previously  given  by  Dr. 
Thomson  (Clirniistrv  of  iTioi^auic 
Bodies,  vtd.ii.  p.  H(;8).  It  is,  however, 
rather  ditiicult  lu  imagine  how  Dr. 
Thomson  could  have  amred  at  this  con- 
clusion, unl(  lie  had  procured  the  salt 
in  a  state  of  piiritv. 

Indeed,  from  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Clark,  in  the  pai)er  alluded  to,  from 
that  of  Dr.  Thomson  (Chemistry,  vol. 
ii.  p.  807),  and  of  Ber^elius  (Traite  de 
Cfannie,  torn.  iii.  p.  383),  it  is  evidently 
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easy  to  obtain  pure  cyanuret  of  potas- 
sium by  lieHtiiiu:  thr  fi  rroeyanurel,  treat- 
ing the  residue^  u  lib  water,  and  evapo- 
rating the  solution,  or  crystallising  the 
salt  Mr.  Laming  concludes  with  men- 
tioiiin'4-  that  bis  nietb(»d  of  pn>curiug 
ptin  (  v  amirct  of  potassium  nas  been 
coiiJiiiniiicaleU  by  iiiui  to  the  geutienieu 
enga^^ed  in  nrepnring  the  new  Pharma- 
copcBia;  aiifi  with  Uiein,  he  says,  it 
"  must  rest  for  tlie  present."  From  the 
want,  ht)we>er,  of  originality  in  Mr. 
lAming's  formula  for  preparing  prussic 
acid,  and  in  his  analysis  of  cyanuret  of 
potassium,  I  confess  that  I  am  not  very 
san«jfnino  -.xs  to  finding  any  improvonirnt 
in  his  process  i'ur  procuiiug  this  salt, 
when  the  depositaries  of  the  secret  may 
think  proper  to  reveal  it 
I  am,  sir, 
Y'our  obedient  servant, 

RiCHAaD  PUILLIPS. 

St.  Tfaon«»*«  Hoiiplua, 
SrptemlMr  9^  leSS* 


UNCERTAINTY  IN  THK  DURATION 
OF  LABOUR. 


To  the  EdUor  of  the  Medical  GazetU, 
Sir, 

Every  accoucheur's  experience  must 
fumi»l]  him  with  instances  confirmatory 
of  the  pn)])r!rty  of  taking  great  care  in 
delivering  an  opinion  -m  to  the  time  a 
labour  is  likely  to  terminate.  Care- 
lessness as  to  this  point  may  destroy  the 
cniifidcnce  of  the  patient,  prolong  her 
siitri'rin<rs,  or  place  nrr  in  jrrjpanU  ;  and 
very  needicssly  cause  delay  and  anxu  ly 
to  the  attendant.  The  data  for  forming 
such  opinion  are  oftm  exceedlnglv  un- 
certain :  tJius  a  case,  on  the  one  fraud, 
proceriling  a]>parently  rapidly  to  its  trr 
mination,  may  be  interrupted  by  niuuy 
occurrences  (often  of  a  very  trivial  na- 
ture) for  several  bonis;  so  also,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  may  be  brought  to  a  rl.w,- 
with  far  greater  rapidity  than  llic  tuuf 
and  uterine  action  expended  would  lead 
us  to  eacpect.  Several  cases  have  lately 
occurred  to  me,  impressing  these  facts 
upon  iny  ntind  ;  and  I  send  yott  brief 
abstracts  of  a  few  of  them. 

1.  Mrs.  B.,  »t  28;  had  two  children. 
When  I  lirst  saw  her,  she  had  been  suf- 
fering severe  pain  for  some  hours ;  but 
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my  •rrival  frigblcninpr  t^'cj 
TUv  OS  uteri  was  aUatcd  to  alM.iit  the 
Ki/c  f.f  a  rrowH-piecc,  its  margins  beiuff 
nritlici  tliick  nor  hard ;  the  va^ua  wbU 
dilaicd,  and  lubrieated  with  mucus.  I 
left  her,  and  the  pains  did  not  recur  for 
a  f(»rtni^lit ;  they  then  became  powerkil, 
and  the  labour  terminated  in  a  few 

hours.  . 

2.  Mrs.  N.,  wt.  35;  pelvia  Ofdinarj 
sixe;  had  five  cl  iMr  ii.  \VTien  1  fii>t 
saw  hrr,  shr  h:\<\  li  ul  feeble  pams  for 
some  hours,  aud  these  continued  of  a 
most  trifling  character.  Os  uteri  venr 
hijfh  up,  but  HtUe  dilated,  yet  tliin  ;  li- 
quor amnii  not  diaebar^cd.  Alino^^l  im- 
mediately  ti.  r  n  severe  naiu  or  two 
occurred,  ami  Im  i..re  I  could  get  across 
the  rooHi  ibc  child's  head  ww  lapidly 
distending  the  periiteuin. 

3.  Mrs.  C,  wt  21,  small  sUture ;  had 
one  child.     Pains  had  hern  sliarpish, 


but  now  feeble,  and  very  niJn  ciucnt; 
OS  uteri  very  little  dilated,  and  liquor 
amuir  discharged.  Two  pains  com- 
pleted the  dilatation,  and  expelled  the 
child. 

4.  Mrs.  B.,  ret.  33;  pelvis  rather  ca- 
pacious; had  three  children.  Paina 
▼ery  slight ;  not  more  severe  than  they 
had  occasionally  brrn  for  the  last  two 
niontb««.  I  rouid  but  just  reach  the  os 
uteri;  dilatation  had  not  commenced, 
the  margins  were  thick  and  hard,  and 
liquor  amnii  not  discharged.  Consider- 
ing that  her  labour  b;ul  ti  t  commenced, 
1  left  lu  r    Tlii>  irritated  her  much,  and 


without  TiiMUinu-  ;>ii  i  xrnmnatioii ; 
always  remain  with  iier,  il  1  find  the  tm 
uteri  thiuniah  and  soft,  whether  the  .h- 
latation  be  great  or  not ;  while,  if  the 
margins  are  thick  and  hard,  I  leave  her 
for  a  few  hours,  though  not  always  witJi 
impunity,  as  in  Case  4;  any  one  exantlj 
similar  to  which  I  do  not  remember  tm 
have  met  with. 

I  should  not  have  trou)>1'  d  yon  with 
this,  b.ul  T  not  seen  numerous  cam.^ 
>*  iicre  harm  resulted  from  acoouebean 
leaving  their  patiento  when  Ihe  labovr 
had  made  greater  progress  than  the 
pain  felt  would  load  one  to  v,ipp<ij»e; 
anil  much  vexatiou  caused  b)  nroniise* 
of  a  speedy  termination  of  the  caag 
which  some  erenl  haa  firuatvated.  In  aB 
cases  the  confidence  of  our  patients  i's  a 
powerful  auxilinrv,  but  in  none  so  nmch 
so  us  in  midwiiery  ;  and  it  is  not  by 
rash  promises,  but  bv  eareful  pn>gna«i«» 
we  best  obtain  it— t  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Cuatto, 
Mcaib.  Bay.  C«ll.  Si 
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To  tk€  Editor     the  Madical  GmxttU^ 
Sib, 


a  sharp  i>am  con»ing  on,  I  was  recalled  Hatinc  alwa;fni  found  your  pa^ 
,    *^  K  I  .  ..t*ot.   f«r  il...  I. , .  i.fmii  nr;ill  observatiouj 


as  I  went  down  stairs;  and,  to  my  utter 
surprise,  found  the  os  uteri  fully  dilated, 

and  the  child  fast  .  nttriiinf  the  world. 
I  •  vjdainrd  the  case  as  well  as  i  could 
to  her,  but  with  no  avail. 

6.  Mw.  L.,  wt.  90;  had  twelTo  chil- 
dren. Paina  very  sli>?ht;  os  ulrri  very 
hiuh,  verv  mod.  i  itdy  dilated,  and  pos- 
s<^^if,.r  ii  ihi<  kish  cdifc.    1  made  up  my 


for  llic  ri  t  i  j.tiou  of  ;in  observations  Ilia! 
could  tend  to  thi  i-ivaiirmient  of  lo^^li- 
cal  scienc*',  wIiciJm  r  in  connei.ion  with 
the  studic-s  of  the  pupil  at  the  hoj»]»ital. 
or  the  researches  of  the  prnctiti  n.  r.  1 
triiHt  that  you  will  not  consider  the  fal- 
low inpf  ns  unworthj  of  a  place  in  joui 
joiiru:il. 

It  has  \oufr  been  a  matter  of  rH^ret  fa 


miu.liowait  patiently,  but  was  called  me  thata  knowled^feof  the  art  ofdiaw. 

to  the  bedside  affain  in  half  an  hour  ing  has  n<.t  been  consjdered  a  necesjjir^- 

(thcnatient»incelexanrn.rd]i.  rbavin|r  part  of  the  cdnrati.ni  ot  the  xnr<hr^ 

sc:irulv  comid        I  .(  illi,  uid  atrreea-  student  previouj*  to  his  eomingto  ibt- 

illy  surprisetl  to  liud  i  vwis  just  iu  time  hospital.    I  will,  therefore,  a»  hneBj  a» 

to  receive  the  child.   She  said,  for  the  possible,  state  my  reasons  for  ctuisider- 

lakt  half-hour  she  had  felt  •*  her  womb  n»pr  this  branch  of  general  education  aa 

niM'iiinir*'  highly  imjMirtant. 

opeuiHB.  j.^^^  place,  the  studrnl 

it  has  bc»  n  so  frequently  niv  lot  lo  sec  find  the  art  of  drawing  a  jjreat  aasMt- 

labour  rc.mpleted  With  auch  rirj  trittng  ance  to  him  whUe  punuin^  hit  atudic* 

vain    that    1    never  leave  a  patient,  in   the   disseetinsr-rooni.     Tlie  ubjctrl 

Luwever  Uttk  ahe  may  hare  suffered,  which  he  has  in  Uisitrrting  is  lo  ctpvae. 


^  kjui.  o  Google 
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by  means  of  hm  scalpel,  the  different 
•tnictures  of  the  human  body,  and  to 

lay  bare  the  relative  position  of  each 
orjfan,  thus  producing-,  if  I  may  be  al- 
lowed the  expression,  certain  pictures, 
which  it  is  bis  duty  to  remember.  Now, 
it  is  unfortunately  a  fact  well  known  to 
(Itose  VI  ho  ]\-Avo  hf't'Ti  ](»Ti<f  in  tb("  Imbit 
ol'attcudiijg-  in  liic  disscctiu^-roum,  that 
a  knowledg^e  of  anatomy  is  too  soon 
fory|fotten,aiid  I  bclie\  L>  for  this  reason— 
that  tlie  simple  act  of  dissecting  a  part 
docs  not  iiccessarilv  the  iiuiivi. 

dual  to  dwell  upon  tiic  appearances  for 
any  length  of  time,  and  tne  image  of  it 
therefore  soon  fades  from  his  memory, 
though  at  the  time  that  he  had  tlie  sub- 
ject i>ef()ie  Ijini,  he  believed  that  nothing 
could  possibly  obliterate  that  image.  It 
seems  to  me  to  resemble  what  often  oc- 
curs to  a  man  in  visiting  a  picture  galleir: 
he  admires  a  beautiful  picture  by  C'laiide, 
reads  about  it  in  his  catalogue,  and  at 
that  niouit-uL  tbitiks  that  be  can  never 
forget  it;  but  a  fortnight  aAerwards, 
however,  he  is  surprised  that  be  can 
hardly  recollect  even  its  most  prominent 
ieatures.  And  why,  we  might  ask,  this 
failure  of  the  memory  ?  Because  it  re- 
quired no  c\t  rtioii  •)('  the  mind  to  be- 
come acquainted  with  tlie  picture ;  but 
had  the  sninc  imliv  idtinl  ni;u]e  :\  record 
ujion  paper  vi'  the  picture,  instead  of 
merely  looking  at  it,  and  reading  about 
it,  be  would  then,  in  all  probability, 
ha\e  recolli  ftd  fdr  life;  and  so  would 
it  he  with  the  medical  student,  if  he 
made  sketches  of  all  that  he  dissected. 
I  am  aware  tliat  in  answer  to  this  illtis- 
faation  of  niy  ar|fument,  it  may  be  said 
that  the  twn  rases  are  not  ]>crfee?!r  jia- 
ralh'l,  iiiasniueh  as  the^iuily  nf  anaiduiy 
requires  considerable  exertion  ol"  the 
mind^  and  that  the  student  ought  to  as- 
sist his  memory  bv  dilijrenily  reading  at 
the  *^:'nie  tii:u"  tfuit  lie  (li^scxrls.  Tfic 
knouJedge  of  anatomy,  however,  which 
the  surgeon  requires  in  the  performance 
of  a  difficult  oifcration,  is  a  knowledge 
^vhich  will  enaole  him  to  bring  before 
his  min  i's  eve,  at  the  lime  that  he  is 
operating,  a  pciiect  picture  of  the  rela- 
tive anatomy  of  the  part,  and  this  know, 
ledge  can  only  be  ootainrd  by  repeated 
ob^t  rv  atioii,  which  (d)servation  drawing 
C€  rtai!tlv  dblim  s  the  student  to  give. 
The  pniclice  of  drawing  w  ill  very  much 
facilitate  tiie  student  in  acquiring  that 
accuracy  of  eye  anvl  manual  dexterity 
which  are  so  absolutely  necessary  to  the 
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skilful  performance  of  operations:  he 
would  derive  another  advantage  from 
sketching  the  ditferent  parts  that  he  dis- 
sects, namely,  that  he  would  then  feel 
the  necessity  of  shewing  every  structure 
distinctly,  and  dissecting  eacli  separate 
organ  neatly,  which  many  students  will 
not  do  when  t  h  ey  cotisidertliat  their  d  issec- 
tiou  ii»to  be  throw  u  away  as  soon  as  they 
have  condnded  it  I  therefore  think 
that  if  the  student  had  an  additional 
reason  for  dwelling  a  Iong<  r  period  over 
his  dissecliofi.  i!?at  the  TT!iprev.^ifin  made 
upon  his  nuwd  by  the  appcarauccs  would 
be  more  firmly  fixed. 

The  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a 
knowledge  of  drawing  will  be  f<  lt  al- 
most as  much  in  the  study  of  morbid 
anatomy,  as  in  that  of  descriptive:  the 
student,  while  at  the  hospital,  has  a 
greater  opportunity  of  witnessing  morbid 
appearancps  than  occur  in  private  pnc- 
tice:  these  appearances  are  evanescent, 
and  ran  only  be  recorded  faithfully  by 
drawing,  and  if  he  take  advantage  of 
the  o))portuuitie8  thus  afforded,  he  will 
pen)etnaff  his  exnerience  at  the  hospital, 
and  aflurd  himself  in  after  life  very  gra- 
tifying recollections  of  his  industry. 

In  tl)e  study  of  skin  diseases,  drawing 
will  add  considerably  to  the  ardour  and 
very  much  facilitate  the  student  in  ne- 
quiring  a  knowledge  of  their  distinguish- 
iug  characters;  and  if  be  should  at  any 
time  visit  the  Hopital  dc  8t.  Louis,  at 
Paris,  In  w  ill  there  meet  w  ith  surh  a 
field  for  his  jienril  {]};\t  nothiii.^-  cnu 
express  the  salisiacttou  iic  will  tiien  de- 
rive from  the  use  of  it. 

The  nuptl  will  find  dniwing  a  very 
agreeable  recreation  during  a  long  w  iii- 
ter's  evening,  after  having  finishi  d  his 
more  scv  ere  studies ;  and  those  w  ho  kiiuw 
nothing  about  it  on  their  arrival  in  town, 
might,  in  a  few  weeks,  gain  suifieicnt 
knowledge  (»f  it  to  add  very  nuKh  to 
their  interest  and  advantage  iu  the 
study  of  their  profession. 

In  the  ho])e  that  these  opinions  may 
accord  with  those  of  ray  ])iofessional 
brethren  in  ;^»'ner?tl,  T  trust  that  some 
bcnelit  may  be  obtained  \»y  thus  calling 
attention  to  what  appears  to  me  tlictr 
ntilitj  and  importance. — am,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Samuri.  Solly* 

I6t  8t.  Ilsry  Axe,  Sept.  3, 
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EXTRACTS 

FROM  THK 

PORTFOLIO   OF  A  PHYSICIAN 
PmdUiug  in  Lmdon» 
No.  II.* 

1.  Congenital  Hypertrt^ky  of  the  Liver. 

James  Ambrose,  three  yeanofage,  bom 
of  healthy  parrnts,  (licrl  at  the  SiiiulI-|iox 
Hospitnl  striali-pox,  cm  tlie  l>th  Dec. 
1826.  1  iie  pock  was  not  of  a  bad  sort, 
and  I  wondered  whnt  he  died  of.  The 
abdom^  ielt  larjp^e  and  full.  On  dis- 
section, four  ouiH''  <  of  vvnfrr  u crc  found 
iu  the  belly.  1  lie  i»v  cr  was  a.sh-coluured, 
and  of  enormous  iize.  The  Uiorax  was 
quite  healthy. 

When  the  child  was  three  months  old, 
ihf  inolhcr  noticf  d  the  swellin**'  nf  the 
belly,  and  ascribed  it  to  earl^jr  wcaniui^, 
and  the  babit  of  sockiun^  its  tbamo. 
The  child  eat  heartilj,  and  its  pfcneral 
aspect  and  health  -w  rrr  innTn])iired  up 
to  the  attack  of  sniHll  pux  ;  had  no  dys- 
peptic symptoms ;  had  never  emaciated. 
Stools  very  offensiTe,  hut  not  otherwise 
unhealthy.  The  child  had  never  spoken, 
but  was  livclv.  Tin  liintfu  r  a*fo 
made  him  a  pair  «d'  stays  to  support  the 
belly,  and  the  child  would  otten  come 
to  have  the  strings  tightened  or  loosen- 
ed .  i  ll  (  disease  was,  in  all  probability, 
oongeuital. 

2.  Bmplivi  on  Cunthnrides. 

The  opinions  of  thu  author  on  the 

applioalioii  of  blisters  appear  to  me  to 
possess  iniitiitc  merit,  lie  believes  that 
the  cantharides  are  absorbed  into  the 
blood,  and  there  often  do  mischief  by 
reason  of  a  sharp  salt  which  they  con- 
taiiK  nud  which  has  a  poisonous  quality. 
BJi-t  r-  may  cause  gauu^reue,  especially 
in  ^au^it  nous  states  of  the  air.  They 
are  dauc^erous  in  disonleis  of  the  brain 
attended  with  ardent  ivwr.  Under  such 
circumstances  they  may  br.ng'  on  con- 
viUsions.  In  all  convulsive  disorders 
attended  with  fever,  avoid  blistering. 
Blisters  are  bad  in  hot  and  dry  consii- 
tntions;  where  thorr  jv;  nr^eat  agitation 
and  impetuosity  of  tbe  biuod ;  wherever 
fever  runs  hiu^h.  iSuch  as  have  been 
poxed  vre  liable  to  sufler  fitnn  blisters. 
Be  very  cautious  with  them  in  thin  and 
.«»parc  habits.  In  such,  they  often  cau.se 
«tanings  of  tbe  tendons.    They  are 
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improper  in  men  of  an  adust  or  bilious* 
temperament.  They  sometimes  bring 
on  a  iiilhy  satyriasis,  aud  blood  v  iiriue. 
They  <are  most  dangenms  in  the  sum* 
mer  season.  They  are  hurtful  in  cases 
attended  witli  dcliiinni. 

On  tbe  otlier  band,  blisters  are  verv 
good  in  a  gross  and  viscid  disposition  of 
blood,  tendiiur  to  coagulation  and  stag, 
nation.  In  fevers  accompanied  with  a 
very  low  pnl^^c,  rf>l<liicss  in  the  extreme 
parts,  aud  pruneuesii  tu  &leep  —  in 
the  winter  season  —  in  moist  constitu- 
tions, and  fat  habits,  blisters  are  sur* 
prisingly  beneficial.  Oribasius  first 
wrote  on  them.  The  Arabian  j>f>vsieians 
employed  them  largely  iu  soporose  and 
cold  disorders.  Tlier  are  useful  in 
pleurisy,  after  tlie  fifth  day.  It  is  ab- 
surd to  stipptKe  that  blister'^  a}>plied  in 
malignant  <r\ers  ean  draw  out  the  ve- 
nom. In  diseases  of  tbe  eyes  aud  fac  *, 
blisters  a])plied  to  the  nape  of  the  neck 
are  very  serviceable. 

Honey  of  roses  is  n  good  application 
to  the  ulcers  left  by  blisters.  Frankin- 
cense powder  (Abietis  resiua)  strewed 
upon  an  ulcerating  blistered  surface, does 
good.  lint  dipped  iu  alum  uater  is 
also  a  good  n]>]dicati(»n ;  fmt  when  the 
body  is  very  foul,  even  these  do  but  little 
service. 

Exhorts  physicians  to  try  cantharides 
in  ehroiiie  obstructions  of  the  viscera, 
seeing  that  such  disorders  often  an'sr^ 
from  a  gross,  coagulated,  and  staguating- 
blood,  or  from  ropy  disonien  of  the  other 
humours. 

f At  St.  George's  Hosj)ital,  Dr.  8cv- 
mour  is  now  employing  the  tinetnre  of 
cantharides  in  certain  cases  ot  drt>psy 
with  much  benefit.] 

In  chronic  coughs,  and  catarrhs  ac- 
companied  with  viscid  f  \]»»'(  toralion, 
blisters  to  tbe  neck  are  particularly  ser- 
viceable. 

rr.  Exfrssivp  Intoxication. 
The  lidlnwing  cases  (if  f  veossive  in- 
toxication were  communicated  to  me  bjr 
my  pupil  (Mr.  Hale)  as  having  oceum-d 
nndrr  his  own  observation  (June  18u 

Two  sailors  were  hroti^ht  on  bn.inl 
ship,  after  drinking  for  two  days,  i  hvy 
continued  in  a  state  approaching  to 
coma  for  five  days,  and  ultimately  reco^ 
vere<l  iH'rH  (  tlv.  Tbey  h.nd  insensihilit 
a  kind  ol  locked  jaw,  preventing  all  fixid 
or  medicine  from  being  taken,  and  a 
small  but  rather  excited  pulse ;  not  very 
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(lifferciit,  bowever,  from  the  pulse  of 

lioallli. 

SiicJi  cases  are  not  uiKoiniiioii  in  tlic 
uav  V,  particularly  after  a  ship  has  been 
paid  off*.  Tiie  rule  of  practice  is  never 
to  bleed  them.  Vurt^e  them;  if  possi- 
ble, by  intenial  nudicijirs ;  if  not,  hy 
enemata.  Give  tbeni,  ticcasionally,  a 
table-spoonfnl  orp-off.  The  singularity 
consists  in  t)ie  great  len^h  of  time  that 
these  symptoms  will  last,  and  the  brain 
nltlnmtely  recover  its  functions  per- 
fectly. 

4.  It^uenee  of  Manner  upon  a 
Physician's  Success. 

I  do  iini  remember  to  have  ever  seen 
the  foU'Vving  passage  auoted,  but  it  is 
too  ^od  to  remain  bin  upon  a  dusty 
shelf.  If  any  of  our  fashionable  and 
eonsnhinu'  ])]iy>i(  ians  sliduld  have  ovcr- 
Imikrd  the  iias>a<^o  —  ("nv«4-*>t  it,  tlit^y 
eould  not — tliey  will  tiiuuk  luc  ior  thus 
bringing  it  before  them.  It  would  lose 
all  Its  spirit  by  any  attempt  at  tranala- 
lion. 

**  Til  irj^rbi  curatidis  prfi'starc  niaximo- 

J)ere  debet  nitdicus,  uL  quiecun^ue  lerac- 
liaaut  pracepta  (curationem  s|iectantia) 
9groto  ]»i  it-|)onit,  ea  tali  arte  et  intrepida 
diccndi  libi  rtate  ]>roi)nTiat,  qua  illimi  ad 
paticntiam  cl  trannuillitateiii  cuuiponere, 
et  ad  sumraaui  meuicamentijs  prfeuendam 
tidcm,  bortari  valeat  Mediciis  oamque 
in  sermone  potens,  et  artiuni  suadendi 
prritissitntis,  tantam  vim,  diccndi  facul- 
tiUc,  niedicamcittiti  suis  adstruit,  ct  tan- 
tam doetrinic  suie  fidem  in  9^  excitat, 
nt  intertluin  vel  abjectissimis  remediis 
difHciles  morbo"^  siqtrravorit;  nuod  me- 
di<'i  doctiores,  sed  in  dicendo  languidi, 
inolles,  ac  pciie  cuiortui,  nobilioribus 
pharroacispnestarenonpotuemnt  Hinc 
etiam  fit,  ut  dtversi  medici,  ab  iisdem 
rrni(  diis,  non  eosdem  cxprriantur  effcc 
tiis,  s(m!  alii  faiistos,  alii  infaustos;  si- 
(|uidciii  alu  iidcui  el  speiu  in  tegro  cxci- 
tare  optime  norunt,  dum  alii,  inefficaces 
et  pene  elangutdi,  illius  inia^inationem 
neeqiiidcm  attingunt." — Baglwi^  lib.  i. 
cap.  14. 


OA'  UREA— Ni  l  lU)  STEARIC  ACID, 
&c.  &C. 

To  the  Editor  of  tie  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 

Wf.  rrmsider  oursr!\  <  s  railed  njioii  (for 
the  last  time,  %vc  hope)  to  make  some 


BIRD  ON  UREA,  Sec.  BOo 

reply  to  the  reclamation  contained  in 

voiir  iournal  nf  Satimlav  last.  The 
coimnencin^jc  })arajfraph  is  a  mere  disa- 
greement about  words,  and  may  there- 
fore be  passed  over  without  further  no- 
tice.   \  our  correspondent  (if  we  inter- 

E ret  him  rightly)  expressly  states,  i!).if 
e  never  doubled  that  tire  presmte 
of  orea  in  the  blood  was  the  cause  of  the 
peculiar  symptoms  manifested  in  the 
disease  in  question ;  and  he  seems  to  in- 
timafe,  that  those  ppniliar  symptoms  are 
atiections  of  ihe  head  in  particular. 
N*w  although  we  are  quite  aware  that 
the  serous  membranes  of  the  brain,  as 
well  as  lungs,  arc  not  unfrequently  com»- 
pliratrd,  still  wc  can  prove  that  such 
dcran^eiueiits  arc  not  depending  upon 
the  existence  of  urea  in  tne  circulating 
fluid  (which  he  asserts  to  be  the  case), 
inasmuch  as  one  of  the  sim  ciiiiens  of 
blood  exaniiiird  by  ns  was  (ilituiiied  from 
a  patient  in  whom  well-marked  cerebral 
disturbance  was  more  than  once  set  up 
during  the  existence  of  anasarca  witn 
coafTulablr  urine,  and  yet  not  a  trace  of 
urea  could  be  detected  in  the  blood. 

We  regret  thattlie  term  nitru-atearicacid 
is  not  consonant  with  his  ideas  of  che- 
mical nomenclature ;  there  is,  however, 
nodiiiiijf  novel,  and  we  think  iinlliln^r  ol). 
jcctiouable,  in  it,  countenanced  and 
adopted  as  it  is  by  Berzelius  himself, 
from  tlie  fact  of  his  naming  certain 
compounds  of  organic  matter  and  nitric 
acid  in  a  similar  manner,  as,  for  exam- 
ple, the  uitro-leucic  and  uitro-saccbaric 
acids ;  and  we  would  obserre,  that  the 
title  nitro-stearic  no  more  implies  the 

Jiresencc  of  stearic  acid,  llian  nitro-lciu  ic 
Iocs  that  of  leucid  acid,  even  if  such  a 
substance  exist,  but  simply  expresses 
the  fact  that  there  is  a  binary  compound 
formed  by  nitric  arid  and  stearine,  simt- 
l:ir  to  t!t:if  of  iiitric  arid  and  Inicine,  Of 
the  saui*   u  id  and  sii^ar  of  pfclatin. 

We  shall  now  shew  ihal  lite  emplov- 
ment  of  water  instead  of  alcohol,  in  the 
iirst  part  of  these  experiments,  is  not 
sufficient  to  preclude  various  sonrros  of 
fallacy,  although  it  may  etieetuallv  l»re- 
veut  aiiy  appreciable  quantity  of  fatty 
matter  from  hein^  taken  up;  and  con- 
clude by  stating  in  what  manner  every 
such  source  of  fallacy  may  be  avoided. 
It  in  a  well-known  fact,  that  if  nitric 
acid  be  added  to  common  salt,  chlorine 
with  deutoxide  of  nitrogen  is  evolved, 
and  iiitrrrte  of  soda  formed,  which,  like 
the  same  salt  of  potass,  erystalli/rs  in 
prisms.    If  one  of  these  crysui^  be 
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placed  oTi  ])latinuin  foil,  ami  held  o\cr 
tlic  flame  oi'  a  syirit-lauip,  it  fuses,  and 
appears  to  be  diwipated  whilst  the  foil 
is  hot,  but  upon  coolinff  it  will  be  found 

to  have  spread  over  tlie  siirfaro  of  the 
latter,  fortniTi^j  nn  rxi  t  o(Hiii;'ly  lliiij, 
fmatjue  iacrustatiuu ;  il',  on  the  coutrarj, 
the  same  salt  be  impresnated  with  a 
little  aoiinal  extract,  or  fatty  matter,  it 
fuses,  scintillates,  and  is  entirely  dissi- 
pated, owing  to  the  decomposed  urvrnnic 
matter  and  nitric  acid  forniin<;  <^<t>es, 
which,  at  a  pretty  hig"h  temperature, 
carry  off  in  tncir  vapour  the  minute 
quantity  of  soda  set  five.  Now  when 
nitric  acid  is  added  to  the  concentrated 
aqueous  or  alcoholic  solution  obtained 
from  coapfulated  serum,  nitrate  of  soda 
is  in  cvrrv  case  fnmirf!,  more  or  loss 
eonii)i)u  (l  u  ilh  aniiiial  matter,  and  con- 
scqueiiily  undergoing  the  same  diauffcs 
bpr  beat  as  those  just  detailed ;  and  be- 
sides all  this,  when  alcohol  is  employed, 
the'  fatty  mattf  r,  ns  bt  fdic  noticed,  be- 
comes an  additional  source  of  error. 

The  ammoniacal  odour  evolved  by 
boiling-  such  rrystals  in  jtotas-j  cannot 
be  considered  as  cliaiai  ft  ristic  of  urea, 
because  most  animal  piiuciples are  simi- 
larly situated. 

It  is  quite  clear,  therefor'',  that  none 
of  the  tests  above  enumerated  can  be 
safely  employed  for  drti  rtinjif  urea  in 
the  filood  ;  but  the  folifiwin;,''  oL^iMn  n- 
tions  will,  we  trui^t,  cltar  up  iLc  liiiii- 

The  substance  obtained  bj  the  action 

of  nitrif  ;v  t<l  <>n  the  waf.  ry  or  alcoholic 
extract  ou*;ht  nut  to  a.ssuuie  the  form  of 
brittle  transparent  crystals,  but  that  of 
sofl  plates,  bavin  tr  a  Ix^autiflll  and  highly, 
characteristic  silky  lustre  wlu  n  viewed 
by  reflected  light,  underg^oiii^j-  perfiTt 
solution  in  a  very  smaii  quauliiy  of  cold 
water,  and  in  a  somewhat  larger  quan* 
tity  of  cold  alcohol;  it  should  be  con- 
virted,  at  a  temperature  below  that 
which  is  necessary  for  charring*  it,  into 
nitrate  and  carbonate  oi'  animunia.  Al- 
though there  are  other  properties  b(»ides 
those  enumerated  possessed  by  nitrate 
of  urra,  til.  sc  \\\\\  be  found  amply  sufli- 
cieut  to  disiiuguish  it  from  every  other, 
animal  subttance  found  in  the  blood. 

1st,  Its  solubility  in  small  quantities 
of  cold  water  and  alcohol  will  v  ,u?ily 
disiiiiguish  it  either  I'mm  steanne,  or 
nitrO'Stearic  aciV/,  neither  of  thes-e  last 
beinff  soluble  in  small  qnantities  of 

wadr. 

^lly,  Ittt  solubility  in  cold  alcohol 
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will  at  once  distinguish  it  from  the  ni- 
trate of  soda  or  potass. 

3d]y  and  lastly,  Its  fbrmingr  nitrate 
and  carbonate  of  ammonia,  at  a  tempera- 

tiire  below  its  point  of  chnrnii<:f,  ^\  ill 
distinguish  it  from  the  peculiar  ^nin\pl 
matter  soluble  in  water. 
We  have  prolonged  our  remarlcs  be* 
ond  the  limits  we  bad  first  intended  to 
ave  confined  them  within,  ^nt  wv  trust 
the  importance  of  the  subject  will  be 
deemed  a  sufHcient  excuse.  There  are 
certain  obvious  physiological  facts  which 
would  lead  us  to  reject  the  idea  of  un  a 
heinjr  present  h)  tbe  1)1  nod,  which  we 
cannot  enter  iijiou  at  present. 

Br  insertiug  these  remarks  jou  will 
muca  oblige 

Your  obedient  sen  ants, 

R.U.  liuETT. 
GoLUlNti  BlKD. 
Ooy*s  RotpluU,  Sept.  1 1,  li^ 
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Saturdat/,  Septemier  14, 1833. 

**  Licet  <>nuiibu«,  licet  ctlam  tnihi,  dignitatem 
At^tt  M^dicce  tucri  i  potc^Sus  hhmIo  vtnK  iidi  in 
publlettflo  tit,  diceadl  pcricalum  bod  reciiso." 

ClCSRO. 

IRISH  SPECIMEN  OF  MEDICAL 
REFORM. 

Wb  endeavoured  lastweek  to  shew,  that 
however  much  the  present  parliament 
maj  feel  that  thejr  ate  called  upon  to 
listen  to  deinaads  for  juaticey  and  to  in- 
quire into  alleged  abuses  in  the  medical 
as  well  as  other  professions,  yet  that  it 
must  test  with  us  as  a  body,  by  combined 
and  well-directed  exertions,  U>  keep  oar- 
selves  and  our  affairs  in  their  memories; 
else  shall  our  poor  concerns  be  swal- 
lowed up  in  the  vortex,  and  the  cause  he 
lost  among  the  hundred  and  thirty-four 
"  notic(  s,"  of  which  we  hear  so  much. 
We  fear  the  evil  is  unavoidable;  but 
too  much  is  evidently  left  by  our  l^^is. 
l.ntors  to  the  effects  of  intrigue  and  in- 
dividual interest.  This  is  the  point 
we  were  so  anxious  to  enforce  in  our  ■ 
former  article,  in  order  that,  as  such 
is  the  case,  thobc  aiuuug  our  brethren  who 
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have  tlwse  tbiii^;^  ai  heart  might  avail 
Uiemaelvea,  duriug  the  receia,  of  the  op> 
portuuiiies  which  oAer  to  make  the 
nemhen  of  parliament  a  little  better 
aoqpiaiuted  than  they  are  with  rarious 
matters  touching  the  polity  of  the  medi- 
cal profession.  Uuleaa  this  be  done,  the 
piocese  of  their  enlightenment  will  be 
very  slow,  and  the  general  good,  for  an 
indefinite  period,  sdll  be  sacrificed  to  pri- 
vate intetests.  By  some  thb  will  be  done 
from  ignorance,  and  by  others  from 
IBoie  eensurable  motives. 

To  come  to  particuhus,  however,  we 
shall  illnstrate  what  we  mean  by  an  ex* 
ample  in  point.  To  those  who  do  not  ap- 
preciate the  efl^t  produced  on  the  opi. 
nions  of  honourable**  members  by  the 
expressed  widbesof  a  few  busy  and  influ* 
ential  persons  among  their  constituenis, 
the  late  of  measures  must  oflen  appear 
moat  capricious  and  inexplicable.  To 
some,  for  instance,  it  no  doubt  appears 
▼cry  odd  that  Uie  parliament  did  not 
choose  to  legislate  rf^fpecting  the  Apo- 
thecaries* Act,  notwithstanding  all  the 
petilion.s  that  were  prcsente<l  on  the  sub- 
jc<  t ;  hut  postponed  any  cnnctnicnt,  Ix?- 
t  ause  it  was  proposed  to  liave  a  ctim- 
mittee  on  the  j^eiieral  suhjert  of  medical 
cdueatioii  and  medical  concerns  during 
the  next  session,  to  which  of  course 
it  would  be  proper  to  refer  all  profes- 
sional questions,  previously  to  legisla- 
tion (here»M! ;  and  yet,  that  after  having 
asisijriK  (1  this  very  plausible  rtason  for 
"  non-iuterveiitioii,"  it  has  plea^<  <]  the 
same  ]>arliamcnt  to  pass  the  ln.>li  (iiaiid 
Jury  Bill,  containing  a  clause  fraught 
with  injustice  to  the  surgeons  of  Ireland, 
and  against  \vliicli  numerous  petitions 
Were  j)resrul»Hl  hy  the  parties  aggrieved. 
The  Ciau!»e  in  question  (75)  enacts,  ih.a 
the  Grand  Jury  may  present  for  the  sum 
of  100/.  ever}' rear,  to  l>e  given  to  tlie  sur- 
geon of  uaj  County  lulirmary,  prO" 
vided  he  be  a  member  of  the  Dublin  CoL 
hffe  of  Surgeon*  !  Now  this  has  been 
very  truly  represented  in  numerous  me- 


morials, as  well  as  by  the  medical  autho» 
rities  in  this  country,  as  being  an  enact- 
ment  of  a  nature  the  most  invidious,  illi- 
befml,and  unjust,  to  those  Irish  gentle- 
men  who  have  been  prevented,  by  the 
Bye-laws  of  the  Dublin  College,  from 
beooming  members  of  that  bod  j .  There 
are  many  such,  who  have  been  bom, 
bred,  and  educated  in  Ireland— have 
paid  their  fees  for  lectures  and  for  at- 
tending hospital  practice  (aye,  and  to 
those  very  gentlemen,  membeis  of  the 
Dublin  College,  in  whose  fiivour  the 
exdusiim  b  granted,)— but  who  have 
been  obliged  to  resort  to  England  or  to 
Scotland  for  their  diplomas,  because,  ibr«» 
sooth,  they  bad  not  paid  an  enormous  ap- 
prenticeship fee  to  one  of  the  Irish  body 
of  exclusives.  For  be  it  known  to  such 
of  our  readers  as  knew  it  not  before, 
and  be  it  kept  in  mind  by  all,  ns  a  fll 
piece  of  information  to  be  communicated 
to  the  M.  P.  in  their  neighbourhood, 
that  no  man  can  become  a  member  of 
the  Dublin  College  unless  he  has  pre- 
viously been  apprenticed  to  one  of  that 
body:  or  in  other  words  tlie  question  Is 
one  of  money,  and  of  money  only.  By 
this  unjust  and  exclusive  monopoly,  tlio 
County  Infinnaries  of  Ireland  have 
become  tlie  property  of  the  Didiliu 
College  of  Surgeons,  fuid  the  pre- 
sent modest  act  is  inteiuied  to  per- 
petuate this  profitable  nppropri.uinn. 
Nor  are  the  grounds  of  detenee  less 
fallacious  than  the  principhi  is  ob- 
noxious ;  one  of  the  pretexts  origi- 
nally set  up,  was,  that  the  mcniin  of 
tlie  Dublin  College  Itad  no  ri^lit  to 
])ractise  in  England;  and  this  tinu>y 
and  false  excuse  was  evtu  mentioned  in 
parliament.  But  uU  the  world — out  of 
St.  Stephen's  Chapel — know  that  any 
man  who  chooses  to  call  himself  a  sur- 
geon may  practise  as  such  in  all  parts  of 
England — witness  Mr.  St.  John  Long 
the  Irish  painter,  and  others.  The  legis^ 
laturc  has  given  no  protection  nor  se-. 
curity  to  the  poor  or  to  the  wealthier 
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part  of  the  public  of  this  coimtr)'  a»-aiiuit 
the  effeds  of  ignorance  or  empiricism ; 
for  It  has  not  insisted  on  suryipeons 
givid^  proof  of  their  competency  pre- 
viously to  undertaking  to  practise  the 
healing  art,  but  sufiers  them  to  tamper 
with  the  health,  and  limbs,  and  Urea  of 
his  Mijesty's  subjects  at  their  pleasuie, 
subject  only  to  legal  retribution  in  the 
event  of  inflicting  some  great  and  pal- 
pable ii^ury.  Another  ground  of  de> 
fence  has  been,  that  English  surgeons 
are  not  entitled  to  Irish  money.  This  Is 
another  fallacy,  or  rather  it  is  a  wilful 
deception;  for  all  the  petitioners,  all 
who  are  thus  aggrieved,  are  Irishmen-^ 
mnst  of  them  educated  in  the  sister 
klngilom,  and  apprenticed  to  surgeona 
in  Ireland — men  probably  of  talents 
equal  to  those  of  any  members  of  the 
DiiMiii  College. 

Dr.  Macartney,  the  Professor  of  Ana- 
tomy and  Suigery  in  Trinity  College, 
Dublin-^  mnn  of  acquirements  and 
celebrity,  certainly  not  surpassed  by 
lliose  of  any  surg-eon  in  Ireland — is, 
altliouprh  an  Irishman,  incompetent  to 
hold  the  appointment  of  surgeon  to  a 
County  Infirmary !  — And  why  is  the 
distinguished  Professor  of  Surgery 
in  Dublin  excluded  from  beiug  an 
hospital  surgeon;  or  rather,  why  is 
the  public  dcpriverl  of  bis  sorricos  ? 
Why— because  he  is  a  meniU  r  t  f  tbc 
first  Acudt  iiiy  of  Surgery  in  the  iiri- 
tish  doiiumuiis^ — llic  T/Ondon  C««l!r<T^c — 
and,  by  virtue  of  siuiic  diploma 
•w  lii<  b  roiifVrs  en  liiiii  distinction,  his 
puj»iU  art'l  7t|>|ir  atices  arc  equally  dis- 
qiialilii  (1  Intin  tbosr  privib^<j;-«'>>  t<»  w  hich, 
in  <  (»mtiion  scnsr,  au<i  ctmiiuon  juslirc, 
aii'i  1  muiioii  (icccnc V,  tboy  an*  nstiflrd. 
Hithi  rto,  bfiwever,  the  Disponsari-  -  ind 
the  Fever  Hospitals  have  brm  ^  ji.  u  to 
those  Irish  gentlemen  wlm  uc  m«  nibvrs 
of  lb<'  f-<mdon  or  IMinbur^-'h  Colleges; 
but  llic  Bill  introduced  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  by  Lonl  Westnacalb,  to  re- 
jfmlmU(!)  Infirmaries  and  Dispensaries, 


has  not  only  multiplied  the  inanber  at 
Infiimaries,  Ibr  the  benefit  of  the  mettbcn 
of  the  Dublin  College,  but  has  actamliy 
shut  out  all  others  ftom  the  Dispenaavia 
also.  Now  all  this  was  done  after  k  bad 
been  resolved  that  a  general  inquiry  into 
the  medical  ])rufe8sioii  should  take  place 
next  sessiott  $  and  yet  no  senator  >wm 
minister  of  the  crown— no  independeat 
member  of  either  house — ^was  honest  or 
bold  enough  to  propose  that  this  m^out 
Bill  should  be  postponed,  and  the  snijeet 
referred  to  the  same  Committee  that  ib 
destined  to  decide  on  other  similar  qisea^ 
tlons,  and  the  appointment  of  which  wan 
deemed  a  valid  reason  for  postponia^ 
matters  more  urgent  We  believe  tliaft 
the  London  College  of  Surgeons  exerted 
themselves  to  tbc  utmost,  both  officially 
and  privately,  with  the  ministets  and 
with othermcmb'  ] .  fboth  Hoases;  bat 
the  influence  of  the  Irish  members  was 
found  to  he  paramount.   And  yet  they 
must  be  labouring  under  error;— we  mMm 
convinced  they  cannot  be  aware  that 
the  injustice  is  inflicted  solely  on  their 
own  countrymen. 

However  this  may  be,  it  is  notorious, 
that  tbe  measure  was  carried  by  ti»e  in* 
strumcntality  of  the  Irish  members,  wW 
had  been  crammed  by  the  interested  par- 
ties— who  had  iM'cn  ear-wigged  by  depa. 
tations  fr(.nk  Dublin— whohad  been  made 
to  believe  that  they  were  protecting  '*porir 
Ireland*'  against  «!onic  small  portion  of 
the  oppn-s«5ions  of  FTj-jf^and,  by  keepings 
all  tb«'  hospitals  nud  all  the  mon*'v  for 
tlir  members  of  tiitir  own  College;  nr>t 
Is iTiif,  or  in  their  uatnrnl  /.  il  x%0t 
coii^idt'i  inj:;-,  that  they  u  t  n-  *«iij»puriin«j 
a  numopolv  in  favour  of  oim'  |x>rtM»n  of 
tlicir  couutrymen  to  the  \n\ur\  ot  their 
not  less  descrying  br.  tluen,  and  that 
the  persruis  \vb(»ni  they  have  so  elcverlr 
kept  out  of  their  fair  advantai^es  a«i<l 
emoluments,  are,  in  ninety -nine  ca><'>  »ii 
the  hundred,  Irislnuou — ^bon»,  cdiieaied, 
and  practising  iu  the  ^huic  cuuuliy  am 
their  oppressors. 
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The  Collcir*"  of  Sintrfnns  in  London, 
ns  we  have  nu  iiiiuiictl,  cxortt  d  their  in- 
(lucnce^  but  the  Irish  meiiibers  were 
red -hot  upon  the  subject,  and  the  goveni- 
mtiii  v^ould  not  interfere:  it  was  deemed 
jiolitic  to  let  them  have  something-  their 
own  wav,  and  probahly  the  luiiiisters 
were  right  well  pleased  to  gratii}'  tlicm 
at  so  eheap  a  rate. 

'1  in  above,  then,  is  the  kind  of  |>nrli.i- 
nieiitary  blunder,  with  re«^ard  to»)ur  pro- 
fession, which  we  arc  desirous  to  provide 
ag'ainst.  It  resulted  in  the  ig-norance 
of  tlie  Irish  members,  and  the  want  of 
auj  connexion  between  them  and  their 
medical  countiymen  as  a  bodj.  Let  the 
piolesston  here  be  more  on  the  alert, 
thai  we  may  be  spared  the  infliction  of 
similar  specimens  of  legislation;  let 
our  members  of  parliament  be  made 
aware  that  English  surgeons  are  exclud- 
ed  from  the  fair  practice  of  their  profes- 
sion  in  Ireland,  while  Irish  surgeons  ate 
freelj  admitted  in  England  to  fiiU  and 
equal  privileges ;  and  then  we  doubt  not 
but  that  thb  stupid  enactment  will  be  re- 
versed, and  our  Irish  neighbours,  in  be- 
ing taught  what  is  just  to  othevs,  will 
only  be  made  to  do  oompulaorj' justice  to 
themselires. 


ALDERSGATE-STRKET  DIS- 
FENSARY. 

Resignation  of  His  Royai.  HiunvEss 

TUJS  Dt'KE  OF  8l  8SE.Y,  PaS&IO£lfT, 
AND  or 

ALL  TUE  MEDICAL  OFFICERS,^ 

We  beg^  to  call  attention  to  the  impor- 
tant details  which  foUow;  die  nets 
speak  for  themselrcs.    At  present  we 

have  only  time  and  space  to  express  our 
unqualified  appmbation  of  the  step 
taken  bj  the  medical  men,  and  to  inti- 
ma  e  our  hope  and  belief  that  no  lespec- 
table  members  of  our  profession  w  ifl  be 
found  to  sueeced  them.  The  system  of 
alkiwing  votes  to  be  made  at  any  time 
after  a  vacancy  has  been  declared,  is 
tantamount  to  oflering  it  ibr  sale  to  the 
highest  bidder. 


Meeting  at  which  the  Hale  of  the  Medical 
^ppomtmenti  in  Aldengate-ilteH  Dispeman/ 
vat  eUtvmhud  on. 

On  Wednesday  last,  a  general  meet- 
ing of  governors  of  the  A Idersgate- Street 
Dispensary  was  held  at  the  institution, 
(the  Right  Ilononrable  the  iMtd  Mayor  in 
the  chair,)  for  the  nurposc  of  considering 
the  revised  laws  and  regulations  of  the  so. 
eiety,  as  recommended  by  the  eommuice, 
more  especially  those  relating  to  the  mode 
of  eloctiiiq:  the  officers  of  the  i  stahlishmcnt. 

According  to  the  23d  rule  of  the  society, 
"  no  person  can  vote  at  any  election  who 
has  not  been  a  governor  for  six  months 
previcMis  to  the  day  of  election."  This  re- 
gulation was  adopted  about  seven  years 
ago,  vrith  a  view  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of 
prcnniary  contests  between  candidates  for 
the  offices  of  physician  or  surgeon  to  the 
institution.  By  the  original  law  of  the 
society,  governors  were  entitled  to  vote  im- 
TTicdiately  on  payment  of  their  suhsLrip. 
tions,  and  many  instances  octurred  of 
votes,  real  or  fictitious,  being  created  in 
eoasiderable  numbers,  for  the  purpose  of 
canying  the  election  of  particular  candi 
dates.  At  the  last  general  quarterly  meet 
ing  it  was  i>roposed,  in  ptnsoance  of  a  re- 
port of  the  sub- committee,  to  recur  to  the 
old  system,  and  permit  governors  of  three 
days'  standing  to  vote  at  elections  j  but 
the  resolution  was  negatived  by  n  mnjority 
of  fiC^  to  .>3.  Tlie  resolution  !; as  since  been 
slightly  moditicd  bv  the  couuniiUfc,  and 
was  on  Wednesday  last  submitted  to  a  ge- 
neral meeting  in  the  follow  in  shape:— 
"  That  no  annunl  governor  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  vote  by  proxy  who  shall  not  have 
paid  his  or  her  subscription  two  months 
previously  to  tlie  day  of  election ;  nor  shall 
any  such  gorenior  be  entitled  to  v<»te  per- 
^nally  who  shall  not  have  paid  his  or 
her  subscription  seven  days  previously 
thereto." 

The  secretary  havinq:  read  the  minntc; 
of  preceding  meetings,  and  the  reviwjd 
laws  and  orders  recomracnded  by  the  com., 
mitter  for  adoption— after  sonic  irrelevant 
discMssion—it  was  moved  and  seconded 
that  the  minutes  be  eonfiinied. 

Dr.  ru  TTKiun  ck  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  moving  as  an  amendment,  that  the  mi- 
nutes now  read  be  eonfiruied,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  report  of  the  sub-eommittee 
on  the  revision  of  the  laws  of  the  institu- 
tion, and  that  such  report  be  referred  hack 
to  the  sub-comniittec  for  reconsideratitm, 
and  that  one  physician  and  one  surgeon 
be  added  as  members  to  such  eommittee. 
He  wished  Ui  observe,  that  at  a  meeting 
not  long  since  specially  summoned  for  the 
purpose  of  ronsideriiig  the  subject,  the 
question  had  been  derided  n^ainst  an  nlte- 
mtion  in  the  exisliu;;  rule  ol  voting.  Tliat 
being  the  case,  it  did  aj>pear  to  the  medi- 
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cal  officers  extraordinary  tliat  the  commit, 
tee  should  within  a  week  of  the  decision 
refcmd  to  nc^nin  rti;itiiti'  the  question .  It 
was  true  tliat  the  committee  nrofcHscd  to 
ado|it  what  thejr  c»ll«d  a  middle 
but  the  only  essential  difftTcncc  Ik  twicn 
the  v,  Tit  proposition  and  that  which 
was  fi>rmcrly  negatived,  consisted  in  the 
•alMtitutioii  of  *■  seven  days**  for  **  three 
days."  Tliis  alteration  did  not  appear  to 
the  medical  oflicers  to  involve  the  adoption 
or  a  middle  course ;  far  from  it;  it  enabled 
j^oTcraors,  made  such  for  a  paitienlar  pur 

{uise, to  exercise  the  rii;htof  votin;?,  aiul  still 
efl  the  offices  of  the  institution  open  to  be 
bought  and  sold.  Under  Kuch  a  regula- 
tion, the  medical  ofices  would  be  attaina- 
ble by  money  only,  n  sortnultiry  ret^ard 
being  |uud  to  the  cDoractcr  and  talents  of 
the  candidates.  The  present  medical  off- 
cers  had  no  interest  in  the  «juestion  :  the 
miHic  of  K'iMliutinL,'  futtire  election*!  cfHild 
not  ttfllx-t  tiicHi,  however  it  mi^ht  atlcct 
<he  respectability  of  the  initltotion.  To 
this  latter  consideration  he  and  his  hn  thn  n 
had  not  been  in<i<  n«.iblc.  They  felt  that  in 
an  institution  sucli  us  this,  which  depended 
on  pablic  opinion  for  sttppon,  reM  .  ( tubi. 
!ity  and  prosperity  were  nearly,  if  not  o  I  to- 
gether, convertible  terms;  and  therefore, 
with  a  Tiew  to  maintain  the  character  of 
the  establishment,  and  the  respectability  of 
the  mt  di(  nl  ]>rofessiou,  in  the  officers  who 
were  to  come  after  them,  they  felt  bound  to 
discourage  the  proposed  alteration  in  the 
laws  of  the  society. 

The  Rev.  J.  Rr^-JFrr,  thinking  the 
proposition  which  Lud  been  just  mode  the 
wisest  that  the  governors  could  adopt, 
heartily  <?vei>ii(li,l  llie  aiiu  ndment. 

Mr.  Jsal.mdn  said,  liuit  1>cfore  such  a 
propui.ition  as  the  present  was  made,  the 
committee  should  bave  been  fully  satisfied 
that  it  wn--  ?i»t fNsary,  and  that  the  altera- 
tion would  benelit  thv  charity.  He  denied 
the  aecestity  of  tliealteration,  and  referred 
to  the  treasurer's  books  in  confirmation  of 
wb;it  he  said.  The  committee  in  their 
circular  to  the  governors  spoke  uf  "  the 
frmdoal  diminution  of  the  ftmdt.**  He 
denied  the  fuet,  and  was  prepared  to  prove 
that  the  charity  w.\^  now  in  a  better  state 
than  it  had  ever  been  lu  iK'fore.  In  1808, 
the  annual  ftinds  did  not  exceed  309t ;  at 
]iP"«i  MT  they  amounted  to  KMMM.  The 
iuuils  were  fully  adequate  tu  the  porpotes 
of  the  tustitution,  but  eren  if  any  defi- 
ciency existed  in  that  respect,  he  denied 
that  t!:t"  j>r<>[»<>*^r'l  nltt-ration  wovild  afiknd 
the  best  muiie  ul  i>u|>^H>rtiuff  the  chanty. 

Ma.  Hsaaiiia  arjgued  taat  the  diange 
would  promote  the  pecuniary  interests  of 
the  institution,  and  went  into  various  nu 
merical  statements  to  show  that  ihcavti-age 
annuid  number  of  new  govamors  had  been 


oonsidenibly  greater  under  the  original 

than  under  the  new  .system. 

I\Ir.  ("<it  tsoN  said,  he  undcrst<MKl  that 
one  principle  for  which  the  etwuiitU'v 
eontended  wan,  that  the  medical  aicn 
should  not  l>e  enabled  to  nominate  iht-ir 
«;nrces<?»»r5.  To  that  principle  he  and  his 
ctilleagues  fully  assented,  ami  were  onJy 
anxious  to  establish  tliis  nthcr  prineiple^ 
namely,  that  no  man  of  bad  character  or 
inadequate  attainments  should  hare  an 
opportunity  of  purchasing  his  way  int* 
the  institution.  Both  principles  wcnr 
rii,dil,anfl  he  thotujht  that  hy  a  ^Ij^'-lit  r*»rt 
cession  on  either  side,  matters  might  be 
•atiilbetorily  arranged. 

The  Lord  Mavob  regnlted  tliat  the 
very  respee'al^le   j)rofesNionnl  gentlemen 
had  rcfemnl  to  the  poi»ibility  of  their 
lesigaaUoa,  because  it  bad  been  loolied 
as  a  threat 

Mn.  Coi  LsoN  observed  that  neitlicr  I»y 
his  coUengiies  nor  himself  had  resignation 
been  put  forward  as  a  threat,  but  bicnuxir 
they  enncviM  il  a  ]>rincinle  to  be  iiu «.!'.  i  J 
in  the  proposed  law  of  election,  w  hich,  if 
carried,  would  militate  so  strongly  against 
tbe  character  of  the  institution,  aaid  tile 
respectability  of  the  pr<irf^«!i<»n.  n<;  tt>  rsm> 
der  it  impossiiile  for  them  to  ri^uiuiu. 

A  dirision  di«n  took  place,  wbaii  tka 
Aumbeiu  wcre^ 

For  the  original  question  .  .  .  8.j 
Against  it  46 

Maj  on  t y  for  the  eonfirmation  of  >  _ 
the  minntct  of  the  Committcci 

Ma.  Miua  moved  "  tbat  the  thauka  of 

this  me  t  tiiii:  ar«'  i!iu>,and  are  hen  hy  iji^cn, 
to  the  medical  officers,  and  that  they  he 
requested  to  continue  their  raloable  ser- 
f-i<^  to  the  institution."  He  trusted  tbat 
the  motion  would  he  carried  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  convey  to  those  gentlenaett 
the  btgh  sense  entertained  of  their  acal 
and  ability ;  and  he  ventured  to  hope,  not. 
witb<«tanding  what  had  pas«cd,  that  thrr 
might  be  prevaiU-ci  ujk>u  to  reeonsider  ami 
abandon  their  purpose  of  resigning. 

Mr.  Sail  Meonded  the  resolution, 
which  was  then  put,  and  cauied  unani. 
mously. 

pR.  CLi  TTERnrcK  fxprcsscd  thegmtiC- 

cation  he  felt  at  the  re«iohnion  just  pa^ist^d; 
bat  hariog  made  a  stand,  in  concert  with 
bis  medidu  brrthrra,on  a  principle  which 
they  considered  of  imfMirtance  to  their  own 
characters,  to  the  inediial  profession,  and 
to  charitable  institutions  themselves,  he 
Ibund  himself  utterly  unable,  with  satis> 
faction  to  himself  or  with  benefit  to  the 
institution,  to  e*>ntipo"  his  «eriiees,  now 
tiiul  a  princiule  so  eunuufy  lu  lii»uwu  bad 

been  eslablisMfor  the  guidaaea  aad  mm- 
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na^ement  of  the  society.    He  regretted   bid  neeivc<l  a  letter  from  the  Duke  of 

the  TK  cessity  which  srjtaratcd  him  from  an  Sasgex,  IVc-^ident  of  the  institution,  in 
iu&titutioo  to  whieli  ha  had  been  so  long    which  his  Linyal  Highness  expressed  more 


attached;  but,  nnder  existinir  circain 

stances,  he  found  it  impo^^siblc  t(»  conti- 
nue connected  with  it.  He  had  only  t<» 
add,  that  he  should  be  happy  to  i»e«  his 
Dispensary  patients  at  hU  own  houaa,  till 
his  successor  should  be  appointed. 


■tronirly  than  it  miipbt  be  agreeable  to 

every  one  to  luar,  liis  fieling  on  the  sub- 
ject tliat  hud  enaairi'il  the  ntteniioti  of  the 
iiRc  ling  that  day.  He  wuuld  ri.ul  a  sen- 
tence or  two  of  the  itoyai  Duke's  commu- 
nication.   Dr.  fiirkbeck  then  read  an  ex- 


Da.  Lambs  ahio  tendered  his  rcsigna-  tract  from  the  Duke's  letter,  which  stated, 

lion.  that  ihoiild  the  professional  gentlemen 

Da.  RoDSKTs  felt  bound  to  adopt  the  think  it  necessan'  to  retire,  he  also  would 

conr'  C  pnr^ncd  by  his  medical  brethren,  withdra  v  himself  from  his  ofliee  of  Presi- 

Luoking  at  every  thing  Uiat  had  occurred,  dent  of  the  charity.   He  had  supported  tiie 

he  did  not  know  tbatiie  oonld  take  leave  iastitation,  iaasmitcb  as  the  ohanictcr  and 

of  the  institatioji  better  than  in  Ibe  WOfda  Tespectability  of  those  professional  gentle* 


men  were  known  to  him,  on  which  know, 
l^lgc  he  gnmudetl  his  exx>ectations  and 
belief  of  its  utility.  Haring  quoted  these 
jjortions  of  the  Royal  Duke's  letter,  it 
only  reraainetl  for  him,  on  the  part  of  his 
lt<iyal  Highness,  to  tender  his  resignation 
of  the  office  ol"  President.  ^ 

Thanks  havin^^  I>.  cti  Toted  to  tbe  Lonl 
Mayor,  the  meeting  atyoumed. 


4>f  Cato:— 

**  When  Tice  premllc  and  linploiM  idcd  bear 
■way. 

The  post  of  boaoar  !•  a  prlvAte  staCIOD*** 

Mr.  Salmon  felt,  considering  the  situa- 
ttni!  in  which  he  was  placed,  with  a  proba- 
bility of  diQVrences  of  opinion  arisini£  be- 
twem  the  committee  and  tbe  medical 
officers,  that  be  could  not  longer  do  his 
duty  to  the  Institution  satisfactorily  to 
himself.  Such  being  the  case,  for  the 
eake  of  tbe  institution,  of  his  own  efaa- 
meter,  and  with  a  vic.r  to  uphold  the  dit^- 
nitv  of  the  profession,  he  vas  bound  to 
retire  from  uie  situation  which  he  held  in 
tlie  establisbraent. 

Mr.  Cot  t.son  also  rcsiqfned,  heincr  un-    77,^  Operation  for  Necrfl$is  of  the  Fimur— Iftr- 
able  to  remain  in  office  without  a  sacrifice 
of  respectability  and  character  to  whidi 
he  could  not  suomit. 

[P.irh  of  the  medical  officers  stated  his 
intention  of  receiving  the  Dispcnsiuy  pa- 
tients at  his  private  residence,  till  the  ap- 
p(»intnu  vit  of  his  successor.] 

Da.  HiRKiiECK,  belie\ini!:  the  princi^de 
now  established  calculated  to  prove  inju- 
rious to  the  institution,  must  follow  the 
example  of  his  colI(  ntrnc?. 
election  now  reacinded  was 
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Whkn  a  portion  of  dr:i  1  bone  is  firmly 
locketl  in,  and  is  n(»t  l)rokcn  down  by  ab- 

ft^i  sorption,  from  bdng  too  bard,  or  from  tiie 
The  law  of  part  around  it  being  sufficiently 

calculated,  if  vft5cumr,  an  operatTon  l>ecf>mcs  necessary 
not  immediatelr  to  increase  the  prosperity,  ^  i,y  which  it  may  be  extracted.    It  might, 

at  lea«t  to  establish  the  character  and  re-  j^aeed,  very  often  be  left  with  safety  to  tbe 

epwUbility  of  an  mstituUon  such  as  thi^j  operations  uf  nature;  but  many  years  are 

and  nllijnately  the  prosperity  of  that  m-  q"^^,^  rc<iuired  for  this  purpose,  during 
etitotion  must  be  the  grcatrat,  which  pos-  .  .  - 

sessed  the  greatest  respectability.  He  re- 
gretted the  termination  of  his  connexion 
with  an  institution  su  long  established  and 
valuable,  and  which  he  had  in  less  pros- 
perous times  struixirhd  hard  to  save  from 
insolvency.  'I'o  take  leave  of  the  society 
was  exceedingly  painful  to  him,  more 

especially  after  having  witnessed  symp-    

t  mi^i  of  certain  feelin'.;s  durimr  a  part  of  noToften  attended  witfi  risk    and  severtd 

the  debate,  of  which  he  wished  to  say  no-  y^^^  of  d  iffering  mnv  be  ^aved  hv  thus 

thing,  except  that  be  thought  it  would  assisting  in  getting  rid  of  the  sequestra, 

bare  been  better  if  they  had  not  been  ex-  p©,  instance,  an  old  loidier  was  under  my 

prc^srd.    He  wished  the  institution  every  ^are  in  the  lio>pitar,  whom  I  operated  on 

jiros|Knty,  and  hoiK'd  that  still  as  hitherto  ^^vii-e  for  strunguiated  hernia:  alier  the 

It  might  preserve  ito  reputation  and  its  Hrj^i  operation,  lie  complained  of  a 

character  for  utility  nndinunishcd.    He  discbugc  from  one  side  of  tbe  nates, 


MS 

the  whole  i>f  which  there  is  uiort:  or  less 
inconvenience  to  the  patient,  witb  a  tnm- 
blos(»me  disf  liar^'ini;  alisccss,  nr  iimmrons 
sinuses.  Nor,  indeed, is  tlie  patient's  condi- 
tion always  without  danger,  from  the  cou» 
stant  di-ainandirritation,orfrom  numerous 
FitTrtll  nbseesscs  whith  form  frrun  time  to 
time.  Ail  this  iuconvenience  may  be  reme- 
died by  an  operation— painful,  indeed,  bat 
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which  materially  impaired  his  health,  and 
which  ctnne  from  a  sinus  that  led  to  a  dead 
piece  of  Ixnic  on  tlie  bnck  uf  the  ilium. 
He  had  been  womult  d  nineteen  years  be- 
fore, at  the  siege  of  Badajo"?,  hy  a  rausket- 
ball,  which  bad  pierced  the  abdomen  in 
flront,  and  gone  through  tiie  ala  of  the 
iUam.  By  an  incision  through  the  glutei 
muscles,  f  removed  n  jMccf  of  Uoth-  t)ie 
size  of  a  half-crown,  and  scraped  awav 
a  little  carious  and  liring  bonearouno, 
and  it  directly  healed,  and  lio-s  ci>iirinuod 
sound  ever  since.  If,  then,  so  many  years 
were  here  insnflicient  to  get  rid  of  the  dead 
bone,  even  fmm  tiie  iUtim,  where  it  was  on- 
confined,  it  is  not  snrprising  that  the  same 
operation  is  often  required  in  the  long 
bones,  where  a  quantity  of  new  hard  bone 
surrounds  the  i^uestrum. 

Such,  then,  was  the  cnse  in  (  handler, 
after  three  years  and  a  half.  The  lower 
third  of  his  thigh  was  of  an  immense  size, 
from  very  Ii  ir  l  new  bone,  in  which  there 
was  one  opening  of  a  small  size  leading 
into  a  considemhlc  cavity,  enclosed  eom- 
j)letely  by  new  b(me,  except  at  this  orifice, 
which  vrn^  situated  in  the  part  I  before 
spoke  to  you  of,  near  the  lower  end  of  the 
vastus  intemus,  and  just  above  the  internal 
condyle  of  the  femur.  In  this  envity  was 
felt  a  eonsidembie  jiieee  of  dead  bone  in- 
Milatcil,  hut  apparently  fixed  at  the  two 
ends  by  the  new  bone.  The  soft  parts 
were  rifl?ierenl  to  the  new  hone  ronnd  the 
edgt"!i  of  the  opening,  while  the  muscles 
were  in  a  natural  state  diewhen. 

The  o|>cration  for  ^necrosis  must  vary 
neeordine^  to  the  particular  circumstances 
of  each  case.  What  I  did  for  C  handler, 
on  the  13th  of  December,  was  1his:»I 
first  divided  the  slcin  al>ove  and  below  the 
oj>ening,  and  separated  it  from  its  adhc- 
sion  to  the  new  bone ;  and  with  a  trephine 
I  removed  two  pieces  of  tlie  new  bone,  so 
as  to  e\i><>'^e  n  frmn]  deal  of  the  old  and 
dead  poriioa  which  was  looser  but  the 
ends  being  broad  it  could  not  be  extracted 
without  bcinij;  <livided  into  two  portions, 
or  the  opening  in  the  new  bone  being 
made  much  larger.  I  first  tried  to  divide 
the  dead  piece  with  a  small  k^>hole  saw, 
direeting  the  edge  of  the  saw  iorward"!,  so 
that  the  back  of  the  saw  was  towards  the 
popliteal  arteiy.  which  was  of  course  very 
near  the  bone,  but  by  this  means  perfectly 
safe.  The  bone  was,  however,  too  hard  t(» 
l)e  cut  through  in  this  manner  witiiout 
lipreat  difficulty.  I  placed,  therefore,  a 
small  trephine  upon  the  edi^e  of  the  centre 
of  the  dead  piece,  and  thus  easily  divided 
it  into  two  portions,  which  were  readily 
cxtraeted  througji  the  opening.  When 
joined,  the  sef|nestram  was  about  four 
inches  long,  and  between  two  and  three 
inches  broad;  being  the  back  part  of  the 
hom\  wlierc  it  is  flattened  and  cxjMmded 
into  the  condyloid  part.   The  wound  was 


dressed  with  a      ce  of  lint  in  the  cavity 

of  the  hone,  an»l,  as  nothim;  hut  skin  was 
divided,  there  was  no  vessel  that  rcquii^ed 
tying. 

The  operation  for  necrosis  is  ^!^^  ar^^  a 
painful  one,  and  the  wound  almost  always 
Ipecomes  more  or  less  flrol  and  doughy; 
in  this  case,  however,  when  the  list  was 
renv>ved  on  the  18th,  the  wound  ^"ns  vctt 
tolerably  lieaithy,  and  was  begiuuinfr  to 
granulate  well$*BO  that  there  seemed  no 
reason  to  anticipate,  from  the  state  of  the 
parts,  what  took  place  the  next  da\ . 

December  i9th,  while  exerting  hi m^If 
in  bed,  there  took  place  sudden  hspmor- 
rhage  from  \hv  wound,  and  tlie  hf»Tisc- 
sui^eon  (Mr.  (Jooper),  who  was  not  far 
from  the  ward  at  we  time,  was  immedi- 
ately called,  and  came  to  him  almoet  di- 
rertly.  He  supposed  that  nn\  !e««  fhnn 
iliiee  pints  ol  arterial  blood  Imd  already 
escaped,  and  that  nearly  a  pint  mora  waa 
lost  before  he  could  stop  it  by  pressure,  and 
then  apply  a  tourniquet.  1  arrived  at 
the  hospital  in  almost  half  an  hour,  at 
which  time  he  was  quite  exhausted,  and 
bathed  in  cold  perspiration,  and  wiili 
scarcely  any  pnli»e  to  be  felt  even  iu  the 
femonu  artery  ;  and  diis  not  from  alamiy 
for  nothing  ean  have  been  greater  than  his 
firmness  and  composure  durintf  all  the  se- 
vere operations  he  has  goue  through,  and 
which  certainly  have  l>een  more  than  the 
usual  share  oi  one  person ;  but  his  state 
was  evidently  owing  to  the  quantity  and 
snddenness  or  the  bleeding. 

The  question  then  was,  what  was  tha 
source  or  ihi^  haemorrhage,  and  what  waa 
to  be  done  lor  him ;  as  the  repetition  of 
the  bleeding,  even  in  small  quantity,  mast 
have  been  fatal. 

The  bleediog  was  clearly  not  from  th« 
anastomosing  vessel  which  I  before  spc*ke 
to  you  about,  but  de^  Ikom  the  bottom  of 
the  wound — fn>m  some  vessel,  or  v('<vt 
opened  by  ulceration  or  bv  sioiighiug,  in 
consequence  of  the  operation,  mr.  Cooper 
described  the  bleeding  as  being  so  great 
that  a  stream  of  several  inches  hiijh  issued 
from  the  wound  (large  as  it  wuj)),  and  as 
beinff  entirely  arterial.    As,  then,  the 
Wound  was  not  sloughing  extensively,  so 
as  to  o^>cn  at  once  a  great  number  uf  ar- 
teries. It  seemed  scarcely  doubtful  that  the 
bleeding  was  from  the  po])liti*ul  arter3p^ 
which,  althnui:;:!!  untouched  by  the  instru- 
ments, might  yet  have  been  injured  by  the 
end  of  the  sequestrum,  close  as  it  lay  to  U 
in  the  W(Mind,      as  to  bleed  when  opened 
by  ulcemti«)n  a  tew  days  afterwards.  This, 
then,  w  as  tlie  decided  impression  uf  all  the 
gentlemen  who  happened  to  witness  the 
ha'niorrhnf^c ;  and  from  this  noeount  of 
the  quantity  of  blood  lost  during  tlie  short 
time  that  it  lasted,  and  the  sUte  in  which 
I  ftumd  him,  I  entertained  nodoulM  of  Us 
correctness. 
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r*pon  roiifjitleration  of  the  fi)lluwing  im- 
poruiui  (jiu'^tkms,  1  deteimined  at  once  to 
tie  the  fenwrol  artery,  which  was  direetlj 
4otl^aildias  it  proved,  with  prrtVc  t  success. 

tst  There  is  no  doubt  tliat^  upon  the 
first  discovery  of  the  frcetlom  of  anasto- 
nioMs.  when  t  vi  n  the  laigest  arteries  were 
lied  hv  sMiiu-  ofour  own  in(»??t  dis^tinguiiibed 
8ui|[eons,  the  sui^^etms  of  this  ctMintrjr 
were  indaeed  to  oc  too  eangnine  as  to  the 
resources  of  nature  after  such  operations, 
and  wrrr  iiulucHd  Irn^e  sisfht  of  the  dif 
fiurcnt  circumstanccH  in  which  the  circula- 
tion  is  Ibund  when  a  large  vessel  is  tied  ia 
a  case  of  aiu m  isni,  or  of  a  wounded  or  ul- 
«3erat«'d  arti  ry.  It  is  to  the  large  .«:cale  on 
which  such  cases  were  sten  by  our  army 
flurgeona,  of  whom  no  one  ha.H  insisted 
nnore  iipnii  thi:^  point  than  IMr.  (xtithrie, 
(whose  recent  work  upon  this  subject  I 
tecommend  to  your  study,)  tlial  we  are  in- 
debted for  a  more  correct  knowledge  of 
the  fact  that  llurc  is  a  much  greater 
cliancc  of  failure  of  the  circulation,  and 
coneeqaeatlv  of  mortifieatioo,  where  an 
artery  is  tied  suddenly  in  a  case  of  wound 
than  in  a  cn^c  of  anetirism,  when*  the  rajnl- 
lary  vessels  have  already  ha<l  time  to  be- 
come somewhat  enlarged,  hf  the  impedi. 
nent  to  the  current  of  bli>oa  throoLj^h  the 
main  tnuik,  produced  by  the  disease. 
Certainly,  Ixum  several  iiislances  which  I 
have  seen,  [  am  incliacd  to  believe  with 
them,  that  if  the  main  artery  and  n  in  are 
both  obstructed  by  a  ligature,  or  iu  any 
other  sudden  way,  the  dMth  of  the  parts 
below  is  almost  inevitable.  But  when  an 
artery  alone  is  tied,  T  cannot  hnt  think 
that  the  danger  has  been  somewhat  exag- 
gerated, and  that  the  dread  of  mortifica- 
tion has  arisen  from  so  many  of  the  in- 
«!,in<e«*  add  need  having  been  cases  of  gun- 
»hoi  wounds,  or  other  scTere  injury,  in 
which  the  blood  driven  into  the  m(t  parts, 
or  the  swell i Hi?  nieessarily  follow ini?  the 
wound,  lias  contributed  very  much  to  the 
fatal  result  by  pressure  upon  the  neigh- 
bonring  smsU  vessels.  Where  there  has 
been  injury  of  thi«  kind,  nodfuhtyou  will 
very  often  see  the  occurrence  of  mortitica- 
tlon  i  bnt  in  eases  of  simple  obstniction  I 
cannot  think  that  it  it  often  to  be  looked 
for,  tliouiih  (loiibtle<<  s«»mewhat  more  fre- 
4iiientiy  than  alter  the  openUion  for  aneu- 
n»m.  In  this  patient,  you  will  hare  ob- 
aerved  that  although  the  femoral  artery 
was  thu<  "^ft'lfh  uly  tied,  and  there  was  a 
considerable  luasi  of  disease  tielow  the 
Uffatun.  not  only  was  there  no  coldness 
of  the  limb,  but  there  was  not  even  the 
increasedteiuiM  ratureof  the  surface  which 
commonly  attends  the  ligature  of  this  ves- 
oel  a  short  time  aftnrwards,  even  in  anen- 
n«(m,  in  ronse<jneneo  of  the  altered  condi- 
tion of  the  cupillarv  circulation:  thcHCU- 
sibility  and  temperature  of  the  limb  were 


throughout  exactly  the  same  as  iu  the 
other  leg. 

*2A\r.  Another  point  to  be  considered,  is 

the  frequent  occurrcm  r  nf  m  rniulary  hae- 
morrhage in  cases  of  wouudcil  or  ulcerated 
arteries,  upon  the  return  of  the  cirenla- 
tion  after  the  vessel  has  been  tied  at  a  dis* 
tnncefrom  tht  bleetling  point,  either  fmm 
the  artery  bi'twccn  the  ligature  and  the 
woand,  or  ftom  Uie  part  of  the  artenr  be> 
low  the  wound.  No  douUt  v  u  will  bo 
correct,  in  cases  of  Wfnm  t i  l  ait  ry,  if 
the  wound  is  ctmsiiicrubit-,  in  cutting 
down  npon  the  injured  part,  and  placing  a 
ligature  both  above  and  below  the  wound, 
vvhcrever  ihh  in  pmetieal)le.  So,  also, 
where  there  is  a  hiui]jlc  shmgh  at  the  side 
of  an  artenr,  as  by  a  gun-shot  wound,  this 
would  d()u^)tlefsbc  tlie  best  operation,  if  it 
tmn  be  done  witliout  difficulty. 

But  I  very  much  question  the  propriety 
of  this  operation  in  ca.«ics  where  the  vessel 
has  been  opened  by  a  sltMii^hing  or  plmije. 
denic  ulcer;  in  which  it  is  dillicult  tu 
bnow  what  vessel  has  been  opened,  or 
whereabouts  the  orifice  may  be,  if  we 
think  wc  know,  as  in  this  ca«;e,  wlmt  ps^r 
ticular  v^sel  is  ulcerated :  in  whiclt  cusies 
the  wound  has  to  be  opened  and  enlarged 
in  a  ])ainful  and  irritable  condition,  with 
almost  always  convidcmbie  dillietjlty  in 
finding  and  securing  the  vessel  in  the 
midst  of  a  quantity  of  sloughs  and  eoa- 
gxda.  In  such  cases  as  these,  in  which 
mischief  is  progressively  going  on  (in  such 
a  wound  as  Chandler's,  for  instance)  after 
an  operation,  or  in  a  slonghiDg  wtmnd 
after  the  operation  for  aneurism,  or  in  a 
sloughing  stump— in  all  of  which  cases 
•econdaiy  bamionbage  is  fVeqnenI— I  can- 
not  but  think  that  iSd  chances  of  a  return 
of  blccdincr  from  the  wonnd  iu  a  few  days, 
when  the  sloughing  or  ulceration  bus  again 
reached  the  bfeeding  vessel,  is  greater  than 
if  we  leave  the  wound  itself  cjuiet,  while  the 
patient's  system  is  nt  i.]\<-  -i-.ntM'  Tim--  Irss 
excited  and  irritated  by  uii  ca>it  i  uutl  miu- 
pler  operation  up<m  a  kealthy  part  of  tho 
artery,  at  a  little  distance  from  the  wound. 
Sometimes,  indeed,  when  the  system  is 
very  wrong,  I  have  seen  the  same  action 
cstabli^ca  in  the  w<mnd  made  to  scciiru 
the  artery.  A  man,  for  instance,  liad  the 
usual  operation  for  popliteal  aueurism 
performed,  and  secondary  hemorrhage 
oeenrnui^^  a  IV  w  weeks  afterwards  from  the 
w»»und  (uhieli  eoinmunieated  with  the  sac 
(»f  the  aneuriitm),  the  femoral  artery  was 
tied  by  Mr.  Bni^  above  the  IbliBer  in- 
eision.  There  wan  no  return  of  bleeding 
from  the  former  wound— which  j.h  the  nnfnt 
I  am  coulcoidiug  fur — but,  six  wecki»  iUie 
this,  hemorrhage  took  place 
second  wound  ;  and  the  bleeding  W 
.''rvrral  tnv;i  -  rrrri".vr  f^ ,  The  rc^mnion  fc 

rai  artci^        uuvv  UvU.  A^uiP^thet 
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ration  was  completely  successful  as  to  the 
point  at  issne:  there  was  no  return  of 

bleeding  from  bt  low,  but  exactly  at  the 
a&mc  pcrio<l  after  tliis  operation  as  after 
the  former— viz.  six  weeks— haRiiiurrhaijc 
took  place  from  the  last  incision,  and  ul- 
timately carried  off  the  patient.  Again: 
YOU  will  ubscn'e  that  if,  after  the  vessel 
baa  b««i  tied  above  the  bleeding  point, 
there  should  be  a  return  of  bleedinff.  It  i» 
generally  slijE^hter  than  before,  and  moro 
easily  controlled  by  pressure;  aud  niter 
all,,  if  you  do  fUl,  won  have  Hie  same 
power  which  ynn  Iiad  nt  first  of  search- 
ing for  the  ulcerated  artery  in  the 
wound  itself.  Much  more  frcquentlv. 
however,  I  believe  the  operation  wm 
be  wholly  sncccs<;ful,  as  in  onr  present 
patient,  and  as  in  the  case  which  I  have 
jnst  mentioned  of  Mr.  Brodle's.  Let  me 
remind  you  too  again,  of  the  patient  I 
before  alluded  to  (Mr.  Rnhin'^^ton'.s),  with 
the  same  disease  a»  Chaiidier,  ia  whom 
alarming  ha^morrfaage  took  place,  prolm- 
My  fn»m  the  anastomosiir.'^  v«  s-^^el.  In  this 
ca.se  the  artory  was  several  tiuics  secured 
lifl;aturc  iu  the  wound,  but  each  time 
the  bleeding  returned  as  soon  as  the  vessel 
was  again  opened  by  uleeraticm.  Then 
the  femoral  artery  wais  tied,  and  there  was 
.  no  subsequent  ratnm  ui  bemonbage. 

Having,  then,  performed  this  operation, 
before  tlie  eirrulntion  has  again  become 
active  enough  to  reproduce  the  bleeding, 
the  object,  of  course,  must  be  to  produce  a 
new  and  healthy  action  in  the  sloughy  and 

Ehagcdenic  ulcer  which  has  caused  the 
a?morrhage,  by  appropriate  local  and  con- 
stitutional means. 

T  have  nothing  particular  to  say  with 
regard  to  the  tying  of  the  femoral  artery, 
which  was  done  in  the  upper-third  of  its 
course,  in  the  UMial  wny.  On  the  follow- 
ing day  (Dcemiher 'Jntli)  he  .still  rmiained 
very  low  and  kcLle  lunn  the  ha-monhage, 
but  bad  passed  a  comfortable  night. 

Dcccraber  23d. — A  little  piece  of  lint, 
which  1  generally  place  in  the  wound  by 
the  side  of  the  ligatore,  wa,s  withdrawn, 
and  which  was  useful  in  this  case;  for 
while  the  greater  part  of  l!ie  i;ieiNi(»:i  had 
unitc<l  by  the  Urst  intention,  the  ce utrc  \v  as 
rather  foul  and  suppumting,  probuldy 
from  the  pressure  of  tlie  touniiquet,  which 
bad  been  ap])lied  jnst  where  T  tied  the  vr 
tcry.  He  Lad  uow  some  lieadmjjic  and 
fever,  from  the  irritation  of  the  lower 
wound,  which  was  full  of  cli-ts  (tf  blo(»d, 
and  was  now  begioning  to  suppurate  ex- 
tensively. 
•2  J  t  h. — Fever  nearl/gone. 
2"th,  the  tenth  day,  the  ligature  came 
away. 

10th  Januarv.— Tncision  almost  healed. 

Wound  liclowheullliy ;  and  fr(»ni  it  1  witli 
drew  a  considirable  fragment  uf  dead  boue. 


and  several  more  small  pieces  were  taken 
away  subsequently.   From  this  time,  the 

wound  got  i^radnally  better,  and  was  e«>n- 

traeted  to  a  ver\  sniall  npeiiincr,  so  that  htf 
wa^  walking  abuul  aijaiu  without  incon- 
VCnienee. 

*M  ."March. — Constant  sif  kne^'^.  w  ith  le- 
brile  disturbance,  for  which  sornv  calomel 
and  antimony,  with  saline  mixture,  w^crv 
given  i  and  the  edges  of  tbeopeidiig  looked 
o!iliealthy. 

4th.  —  Sickness  continued,  with  diar- 
ibflsa;  relieved  by  small  doses  of  Mlomel, 
and  antimony,  luul  opium. 

5lh.  —  Profuse  perspiration  and  great 
anxiety.  Wound  sloughing  rapidly,  witli 
the  peculiar  ap|)earance  of  hospital  gun- 
grene.  Calomel  and  opium,  with  a  little 
wine,  were  given;  and  chlorine  solution 
and  nitric  acid  applied  to  the  wound,  which 
on  the  9th  had  spread  to  a  eonsidmbla 
size. 

10th.  —  System  better;  sloughing  pba- 
gcdena  apparentl?  inclined  to  .stop. 

l  ith.  —  Wotmd  decidedly  cleaner,  mad 

the  sloughing  stopped. 

I  shall  not  detain  you  long  at  present  in 
speaking  of  the  peculiar  drcnutt  phage- 
denic sore,  called  hospital  gangrene,  which 
indeed  we  seldom  see  iu  civil  hofinitalsin  an 
aggravated  form,  and  which  is  alsoscaroelj 
ever  fatal  In  military  hospitals,  however, 
it  is  oeen?<iniiullv  seen  in  the  most  devf  rne 
tive  form,  and  all  agree  that  it  is  then  huiU 
contagions  (by  means  of  sponges  and  dress, 
intfs)  and  infectious.  A  very  remark afdc 
instance  of  its  propagation  by  infection  is 
told  in  a  French  n«>spitai,  at  Jxyden,  in 
17!M<t,  the  wounded  l)eing  in  two  ruodfia 
one  above  the  other.  'I'he  di  ;ca.«?e  jirt  vail- 
ing in  tho  lower  r(K>n),  un  opening  was 
made  in  the  ceiling  and  through  the  floor 
of  the  unju  r  ro  ini,  the  con.sequencc  of 
which  was,  tliai  in  tliir'y  hours  it  had  be- 
come geiiciul  in  the  upper  room,  the  sol- 
diers in  which  had  previously  been  free 
from  it,  the  fii-st  ctivcs  hein:.^  in  ihe  beds 
nearest  to  this  iujudiciou:ily  made  hole, 
and  thence  spreading  to  the  others.  With 
us,  however,  it  never  seems  to  be  propa- 
/;ati  d  in  these  way:*,  tliouLrh  there  will  now 
and  then  occur  several  instaucci>  of  tho  dis. 
ease  in  different  parts  of  the  hospital:  Ibr 
instnnee,  ;  i  l  ave  seen  very  recently  two 
ca.sc8  ot  it  in  patients  whose  toe  I  removed. 

In  Cliundier,  the  exciting  cause  .seemed 
to  be  a  disturbance  of  the  functions  of  the 
bowels  luid  stonuK  li;  and  cori'^tipation,  or 
altercate  consli}uitioa  and  purging,  very 
often  appear  to  produce  die  diisca'^e:  and 
the  reason,  no  doubt,  of  our  now  and  tiben 
having  sev<Tal  cases  at  once,  is  the  occur- 
rence ot  tiiis  disturbance  from  peculiarity 
in  the  state  of  the  atmosphere ;  in  the  same 
manner  as  tlie  occasional  prevalence  of 
erysipelas  as  a»  epidemic  is  often  IracoUik 
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to  siioiUu*  chains  iii  the  barometer,  or  in 
the  moisttiTe  of  the  air. 

Ak  soon,  then,  as  you  alter  this  condition 
of  the  bowels  and  digest ivt-  orf^ans,  tlie 
sloughing  ceases:  in  Cliuudlcr,  tliis  wan 
done  bj  the  infloenee  4^  oalomel  and 
ojiiiim,  with  once  or  twice  a  rliu])iirl)  or 
senna  purgative.  But  at  the  same  time,  in 
general,  a  nourishing  diet  is  required,  with 
a  little  witie  or  ipint;  and  the  use  of  am- 
monin,  with  rnmphor  or  opium,  followed 
b^  bark,  as  soon  as  the  stomach  bears  it. 
Locally,  a  cold  Goulard  poultice^  or  hem- 
lock, or  stale  beer,  or  Port-wine  pfmltice, 
but  more  frequently  solution  of  chlorine, 
or  of  nitric  acid,  will  procure  a  more 
health?  action  in  the  ulcers. 

T'nti!  r  this  treatment,  then,  the  slough- 
ing phugt'dcna  in  Chandler  stopped,  and 
the  syst«*m  improred;  the  sloughs  were 
al  n  u'r  i  l  :  iil>  coming  away,  but  now  the 
m!<  anon  which  detached  the  sloughs 
j^tiiiiiiu Til  a  fresh  danger. 

18th.— A  few  small  elota  of  Mood  were 
observed  in  t^i  (!ri  ings  of  the  wound,  to 
Ti  hich  oil  of  turpentine  was  then  applied 
repeatedly. 

20th.-^Under  this  dressing  the  wound 
looked  gradually  better,  and  he  was  im» 
proved  in  health. 

2lst.~Lastnight,  bleeding  totheanount 
of  about  ten  ounces  took  jtlaeet  bj  which 
he  was  a  go<»d  deal  exhausted. 

23d. — No  fresh  bleeding ;  wound  Ijttler; 
decoction  of  bark  and  tincture  of  myrrh 
applieiL 

25th. —The  house-surgeon,  in  dressing 
the  wound,  obsenred  that  there  had 

been  some  slight  bleeding,  and  soon  alier- 

wanls  :irt' ri;il  liriMuorrhage  to  a  gntit  ex- 
tent took  place,  which  was  eoulroUcd  for 
a  time  bv  a  touminuet.  Mr.  Keate,  who 
was  in  the  hospital,  hvin^  calknl  to  him, 
enlarged  the  wound,  hut  the  exact  son ri  t> 
of  the  bleeding  did  imi  appear,  though  hi^ 
fin^ere  c«mtrolIe<l  it,  when  prc88e«l  uihui 
the  "itimtiou  of  ihf  r«  iiioml  artery.  While 
he  was  thus  engaged  with  Mr.  lirutlie,  I 
arrived  at  the  hospital,  and  considering 
his  exhausted  condition,  and  the  impossi- 
hility  of  hi^  survivi'.ig  a  ritiirn  of  hKcilin:?', 
tim'ther  with  the  liki^e  and  foul  wound 
which  had  now  beeA  formed  by  the  gan- 
grenons  uleentti  >u.  and  the  diseased  con- 
dition of  the  femur,  wc  airn  f  d  that  ampu- 
taliou  wjis  the  best  thing  Unit  could  be 
done  for  him.  This  oiK-ration  I  tlierefore 
perfiinned  immediately,  Ik  Iow  where  the 
femoral  artery  had  been  tied,  and  {lartly 
across  the  incision  which  had  jnst  been 
made,  but  abore  the  sloughy  part  of  the 
wound. 

We  were  utnv  curious  to  asM^ertaia  the 
source  of  tin-  present  haemorrhage,  as  well 
as  the  state  of  tlie  popliteal  artery  from 
whieh  t1i>  Mitiling  was  iK-lieved  to  have 
uime  uliuut  three  mouthi>  belure,uud  which 


it  was  thought  might  again  have  been 
opened  by  ulceration  in  another  place.  It 

appeared,  however,  that  the  hUediny:  was 
not  from  the  trunk  of  the  lutcry,  but  from 
several  hriuiches  both  of  arteries  and  veins, 
the  mouths  of  which  were  unite  open  on 
tfii  sTirfiiee  of  the  wound,  ciiit  flv  at  the 
upper  part,  wlierc  they  arose  from  the 
femoial  tssscIs,  just  before  the  perforation 
of  the  sheath  of  the  triceps.  I'pon  further 
examination  of  the  popliteal  artery,  no 
trace  of  ulceration  could  to  our  surpri-M;  be 
detected,  so  that  in  all  probability  the  very 
sudden  and  e<»pious  blcedintj,  whieh  wfts 
described  to  me  at  the  time  i  tied  the  fe- 
moral artery,  must  have  proceeded  iVom 
branches  only,  opened  in  the  same  way  by 
ulceration,  and  bleeding  probahly  thus  fu- 
riously in  consequence  of  their  having  been 
opened,  as  they  were  at  the  pxcsent  time, 
very  near  the  main  trunk. 

Perhaps  some  gentlemen  may  ask,  as 
tliis  patient  had  hospital  gangrene,  which 
is  a  constitutional  aisorder,  w  hy  amputa. 
tion  wns  performed,  or  wliy,  heini;  ])er- 
fomied,  the  disease  did  not  return  in  the 
stump  ?  You  will  observe,  however,  that 
the  operation  was  performed,  not  bcKcause 
111  I  n  1  'I'lite  recorered  that  state  of  consti- 
tuiKui  wliich  we  should  have  wished,  but 
to  prevent  the  mors  pressing  danger  of 
death  from  bleeding ;  und  nlso,  that  al- 
th<mgh  the  blecdini;^  tonk  place  from  pha- 
gedeuic  ulceration,  yet  the  cuu.stitutional 
state  on  which  it  depended  was  very  ncariy 
corrected,  and  the  wonnd  was  improvini^, 
so  that  the  bleeding  wa^  rather  from  the 
ulceration  during  the  m  imration  of  the 
slouf^its,  than  from  any  recurrence  or 
spreading  "f  tin,"  ]<l..»m(l> nic  action.  Al- 
tliough,  therclurc,  am jmlalioii  is  obvious^ 
improjier  in  hosj)ital  gangrene,  which  at- 
tacks even  the  least  t<uieh  of  the  lancet, 
when  it  prevai1«!,  (ht^^  rule  would  scarcely 
apply  to  our  present  case. 

Aner  the  amputation,  which  he  hore 
with  the  sanv  pcrrcit  ipiiet  which  had 
been  remarkable  iu  the  former  operations, 
great  care  was  necessary  to  prevent  his 
sinking  from  the  eOfectS  of  the  quantity  of 
blood  he  had  losi  H»>ff>rihand.  Ho  lay 
during  the  night,  with  copious  perspira- 
tion and  a  rapid  pulse,  scared  v  iiereepti* 
ble,  in  a  half  dn-ainintr  state,  tliougli  not 
delirio  )s,  ami  incapable  of  even  turning 
his  head  on  the  pillow,  from  exhaustion. 
Some  gentlemen  wvre  kind  enough  to  stay 
Viith  him  dnrinj;  the  ni'^ht,  anil  ;;ive  him 
(^ostautly  some  small  quaatilies  of  wine 
and  water,  sago,  beef  tea,  and  other  things 
of  this  sort,  to  present  his  Kinking.  The 
next  day,  the  2Hth  March,  he  had  a  little 
sickness,  which  was  F^loppcd  by  a  small 
quantity  of  brandy  and  water,  and  he  en- 
joyeil  a  hci  f  steak. 

*i8th.— The  slump  had  in  part  united, 
though  beginning  to  suppumte  extetudvely , 
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aiitl  aflenvards  went  on  very  well  ^  so  that 
bv  the  end  of  April  the  w  ound  waft  gradu- 
ally closinpr,  anrl  heooold  sit  up  on  the  out* 
side  of  the  bed. 

[The  immenie  nan  of  new  bone  in  the 
part  which  had  been  removed  was  shewn 
to  the  pupil*:,  the  cavity  in  which  was  of 
considerable  aixv,  and  hud  t>lill  Home  small 
spicalie  of  dead  bone  lying  in  it.  The  fe- 
inur,at  the  part  wlien-  it  was  sawn  thronLrh, 
wan  considerably  enlarged  by  new  boue, 
and  the  whole  of  its  caneelli  obliterated.] 

Since  tlie  lecture  was  given,  Chandler 
haa  left  the  hospital  quite  well. 


ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL. 


Erysiftelas  of  the  Head  and  Face— Ulceration 
of  the  Bladder,  and  effusion  of  Uruu  into 
the  CatUy  ef  tk§  Abdmtn, 
Ann  Hall,  ajji^l  10  years,  was  admitted 
into  Faith  aid.  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
Lloyd,  on  the  '-id  of  July,  with  erysipelas 
of  the  head  and  fiice.  ilie  inflammation 
seemed  to  be  on  the  decline,  and  partial 
desquamation  of  the  cuticle  was  takini; 
place.  There  was  f-ome  heat  of  skin,  thirst, 
and  a  white  ftir  on  the  tongue.  Pulse  1  (M), 
without  much  y>ower;  no  pain  in  the  head, 
or  disturbance  in  the  sensorial  lunctions^ 
bowels  fteely  open.  She  has  been  suffering 
from  illness'during  the  last  month,  l)ut  no 
distinct  account  of  its  nature  can  be  ob- 
tained. The  erysipelas  came  on  some  days 
piaTious  to  her  admission. 

Caput  radat.    Hyd.  cum  CntA,  gr. 
iiss .  \n  form&  pilals»,  ter  quoUd^e 

sumead. 

Bt  Mist  Ammott.  Acet;  Mist  Cam- 
*    phoriT,  aa.  f.  3vj,  ft.  Imust  4tia  hor. 

sumend. 

dd.  —  The  erysipelas  still  declining. 
Pulse  110,  feeble;  complains  of  feeling 
my  low  and  weak. 

Rep.^Iistiira;  cuiquedosi,adde  AmmOQ. 
C  arb.  irr.  iij.    Strong  broth. 

5lh.— Bowels  much  purged. 

Addc  Tinct.  Opii,  ll|,v.  cuiquc  dosi 
mistunn. 

6th,  6  P.M. — Was  suddenly  seized  with 
acute  pain  in  the  ah(l>men,  nttrnded  by 
c<miplete  collapse.  Pulse  scarcely  pereep- 
tible;  body  covered  with  a  clammy  per- 
spiration. She  died  in  about  twenty 
minutes  from  the  accession  of  this  attack. 

Poit mortem  Kxainination,  fourteen  hour* 
after  dealA.— On  laying  o)>en  the  abdomen, 
about  a  pint  of  fluid,  having  a  strong 
urinous  sunn,  was  found  in  its  cavity. 
There  were  marks  of  general  peritonitis, 
and  lymph  was  plentifully  depoeitedon 
the  posterior  surface  of  the  nteni«;  and  on 
tho  pcriUiueum,  coveting  the  parietes  of 
the  lower  and  back  part  of  the  abdomen. 


The  ]>08terior  part  of  the  bladder  was  pex- 
ft) rated  by  an  ulcerated  aperture,  elongated 
in  form,  and  presenting  ra^jj^ed  e<lv*^cs: 
the  coats  of  the  organ  did  not  otherw  ise  ex- 
hibit any  marks  of  disease.  The  misoons 
membrane  of  the  stomaeli  thnntghout 
in  a  state  of  gelatinous  raniollihsenient. 

The  left  side  of  the  chest  was  fuuml  to 
contain  a  quantity  of  tuibid  serum,  and  u 
layer  of  neent  Ivmph  was  deposited  fia 
the  surface  of  the  pleura  coverinj*  tin* 
lung,  and  ou  that  Uning  the  parietes  of 
the  monut 


WEEKLY  ACCOrNToK  BURIALS. 
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Age  TiTid  Di!l>Utty  .  63 

Apoplexj     •      •  4 

Asltima       •     .  9 

Csnc«r       .      .  9 
Chll.lbJrth  . 

Cholera        .      .  b'2 

Cor.sijniptioii       .  47 

CunvulsloQS        .  24 

Croup  ...  1 
UeotitlMlorT«€ttiing  6 

DIsrrlwB  1 

Dropiy  I 

Dropny  on  the  iiiuia  l'» 

Fryiii|ielSS    •       *  1 

Kevcr    ...  9 

Fever,  Scarlet     .  10 

Fever,  Typhus    ,  4 

Goat    ...  1 

Heart,  diseased  .  8 

Hernia  1 

Increase  of  Burials,  as  C0SBparcdwltb> 

the  jirrcecllii^;  wi-tk       .      .      .  | 

•  Tlurc  bfiiip  no  Searchers  in  the  Pari*li  of 
St.  Cteoi^'c,  M i<ldU"ifX,  the  number  rituru--il 
buried  iu  that  parish  1h  here  inserted  as  having 
died  i»f  ooknown  caasea. 

METEOROLOGICAL  JOl'RNAL. 

Ba  k  omktrr. 


Hoopintf'Cough  .  4 
Inflatntnatioii      .  SS 
Bowels  St  tttoiaacb  ^ 
nralfi       .      •  2 
T  n '<«  audPtenra  9 

Inoriiiity'       •  •  8 

LiviT,  diSCSSCd  •  S 

BI  curies        •  •  a 

Morlit'Catloa  .  I 

Psralrais     •  •  4 

Rheumatbm  .  9 

Srrnfiiln       .  .  | 

S|l!l<!mH  •         .  7 

Tbrutih  -.  .  I 
Tumor  •  •  1 
Uuknowo  Causes  146* 

SULbora    •      •  17 


August  \833 

T1iuri«day  .  h 
Kriilay  . 
Saturday 
Sund:iy  . 
ifomUy. 
Tuesday 


7 
8 
9 
10 


WedeesdsyU 


TUKf!M»l»fBTl.ll. 

froQi     1 0  <i  1 

:ss  61 
42  es 

49  S5 
»1  «S 


»(i  lo  to  :io 


.10  no 
2»M 


Wind  N.W.  and  8.W.,  the  former  prrvnlltair. 
Except  the  6Ui  attd  •ib,gco«r«Uy  cloady,  wtUi 

frequent  rain. 
B«tn  fallen,  '17ft  of  an  inch. 

NOTICE. 

We  regret  that  vre  eaiinot  v:ivc  insertion 
to  the  letter  of  **  Justus.*'  Whatever  the 
merits  of  the  case  mav  be,  it  is  contrary  tu 
ail  usage  to  publi.sh  anouyntons  and  unaii. 
thenticftted  chargen  against  parties  who 
are  named.  We  certainly  donht  the  ex- 
Itediency  of  entering  upon  the  disputes  at 
any  school,  "  imUUmiI  the  authoriifii,  coniati, 
or  knowledge,*'  of  any  of  those  concernetl : 
nevertheless,  if  our  eorrespondent  ehiMi.ses 
to  du  so,  in  own  uauie,  we  shall  iuM^rt 
his  letter. 

W.  WiMIOM,  Printer,  67, 9kiaiicr>8trt«t,  LondMi, 
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LECTURES  the  foot  J  and  ail  ihcse  symptoms  are  ren- 

dered  worse  by  exercise. 

ox  Now  pain   at   tli(   cml  of  the  penis, 

THEORY  A  ND  PR  4CT1CE  OF      T'^*"  increased  too  on  motion,  and  increased 


„  whenever  the  desire  to  make  water  

Ml'<Dluini!»;  on— a  frt(|ut'nt  desire  to  pass  urine—* 

Ditiv€nd  «t  the  Won  U^dvemty,  voiding  of  it  drop  hy  r1rnp---tencsmas,  and 

the  presence  of  blood  lu  toe  unne,  may 
Bt  Dk.  Elliotson.  occur  when  tii«re  ii  no  ttono  wbateTer.  I 

have  liad  ereiy  one  of  these  eymptoms  two 
or  three  times  over  in  my  life,  from 
DISEASES  OF  THE  URINARY       mere  inflammation  about  the  neck  of  the 
ORGANS  bladder. 

The  sudden  stoppage  of  the  stream  is  the 

  nign  most  to  be  depended  upon.  Disease  of 

r  iTHT4^T<:  the  prostate,  and  inllammation  at  the  neck 

of  tSeblwIder,  Will  cause  many  of  theother 
.^vm;>fmjj.<  of  stone  in  the  bladder.  —  Sup-    symplouij*.     I)r.  Hcberclm  says  that  tlie 
posin)^  that  there  is  a  stone  in  the  hlad-    pain  on  voiding  the  urine  is  felt  after 
der,  the  symptoms  that   are  produced    making  water,  in  the  case  of  stone  in 
■le usually  a  particular  pain  at  tlie  end  of  the  bladder;  and  worse  btf4»n  paBsint;  it, 
tlie  penis— a  pain  whieli  the  patient  de-    in  the  ease  of  diseased  prostate ;  and  that 
scribes  as  a  benumbing  pain,  and  which  is   in  the  latter  case  it  is  not  increased  on 
incr^ised  upon  exertion.   This  pain  maket   motion and  I  beliere  this  is  a  general 
the  patient  pinch  the  penis  as  hard  as  he   fact.   The  obvious  reason  why  the  pain  in 
can  ;  tiiul  if  lie  feel  a  sudden  call  to  make    increased  on  motion,  in  the        <»r  a  stone 
water,  ha  usually  puts  his  hand  to  the   in  the  bladder,  is  this :  the  stone  m  move- 
end  of  the  penis ;  and  children  are  in  the  able,  and  therefore  it  may  come  forcibly  in 
habit  of  pulling  the  prepuce.    There  is  a   contact  with  different  parts  of  the  organ 
frequent  desire  to  make  water,  and  the    by  motion,  whereas  the  prostate  is  fixed, 
stream  suddenly  stops,  the  desire,  however,   However,  the  prostate  is  mrely  diseased 
to  make  water  being  still  urgent.   Some,   except  in  the  case  of  old  men.   Dr.  He- 
times  a  change  of  posture         cause  thr    bcrden  says  that  even  pain  ai  1  ^vi  Hini^of 
urine  to  flow  again.   Sometimes  the  unne,    the  testes  are  observea  sonictnnes  in  dis- 
instead  of  suddenly  stopping,  wiU  come    eai»e  of  the  prostate.    But  you  may  always 
away  drop  bv  drop,  the  diaehaiipe  being  ascertain  wliether  the  ptostate  is  diseased 
altended  with  tfreat  pain,  and  ix  rhnps    hy  pris^in^  your  fin{3:er  up  the  rectum,  and 
with  blood.    I'iiere  is  pain  in  the  bladder    obtH-rving  whether  it  is  enlarged ;  and  the 
itself,  especially  on  motion,  and  pain  ltke>   certain  way  of  ascertaining  whether  there 
wise  on  evacuating  the  intestines— and  te-   is  a  stone  in  the  bladder,  is,  of  course,  to 
ncsmus.    If  the  calculus  be  lanje,  or  very    <;ound  the  patient.    There  is  fre(jueMtly  in 
rough,  there  is  pain  in  the  neck  of  the  blad-    the  latter  case  a  1^-^*0  <juuntity  of  ropy 
dcr,  piun  and  numbness  of  the  testis  of  the  mucus  secreted,  which  you  may  draw  out 
same  side,  pain  of  the  inner  part  of  the    to  a  considerable    length,    and  which 
thigh,  alonir  1  he  course  of  the  anterior  cm-    suh'^ides  in  the  pot  to  the  bottom  of  the 
ral  nerve,  and  sometimes  dowu  to  tlie  foot,    urine,  in  the  form  of  a  white  tenacious 
so  that  there  is  pain  autually  in  the  sole  of  mass, 
m— XII.  3  G 
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Ooeulonalljr  a  amall  fragment  of  a  cal* 

(  iihis  comes  Awaj;  and  when  all  the  symp- 
toiu.f  have  become  Tioient,  whatever  aepo« 
ajtioii  there  fonnerly  was  In  the  iiri«>— 

wbatcTcr  was  the  diathesis  before — it  now 
becomes  phnsphatic ;  the  urine  becomes 
uole  and  couiuu^j  it  lu5C:s  its  acidity,  and 
oai  great  alkaleiceDcy ;  and  if  there  be 
any  deposition  at  all.  it  consists  (tf  the 
phosphates.  The  agony  in  tliis  state  of 
things  becomes  .  constant,  the  patient  be- 
comes emaciated,  and  death  ensues.  Hie 
phosphatic  diathesu  tod  the  snfTehngsare 
proportionate. 

Morbid  appearmta  rmuUinefrom  tideuU,^ 
The  bladder  after  death  is  found  to  be  dis. 
eiis(  d;  the  ronronfi  membrane  becomes  dis- 
eased, tile  muscular  fibres  enlarged,  and 
perfaops  the  kidneys  themselves  diseased 

Hemoval  of  the  .stnne — Cfssation  of  tf  r  ^^ir^jp. 
toms. — This  state  of  thinf^s  may  be  prevent- 
ed generally  by  the  removal  of  the  stone 
by  surgical  operation ;  and  ioilietiraes  it 
fortunately  ceases  through  a  sac  being 
formed  in  the  bladder.  The  mnscular 
fibres  fi^te  way,  and  the  inner  coat  pro. 
trudes  between  thcni :  not  that  the  muscu- 
lar fibres  rupture,  but  tlie  inner  coat  gets 
between  tlit-  bundle  oi'  tibrc^,  and  you  see 
externally  a  small  )>rotuberance  on  one 
part  of  the  bladder,  eoiisisting  >imjdy  of 
mucous  membrane  internally,  and  ])erito. 
neum  externally.  Sometimes,  if  the  cal- 
culus be  rough,  tin  > .  ini)toms  diminish  by 
the  d 'po«iti<m  of  the  phosphates.  Al- 
though the  phosphates  arc  in  general  pro- 
dneed  by  irntation,  yet  they  fill  up  the  in. 
tcrsticcs  between  the  rouglmcss  of  the  eal 
ciilus,  and  s'o  render  it  smoother  than  it 
was  before  J  and  in  this  way  the  symptoms 
are  sometimes  alleviated. 

Calriili  not   i/r;-;'s<,;ri*i/  fiwillictive  r.f 

totits. — }}ut  it  is  to  be  remembered,  tlxat 
although  a  .stone  may  prinlnce  all  these 
symptoms,  yet  it  df^cs  not  necessarily  give 
risT  to  tbpm.  If  the  calculn*?  consist  of 
litliic  acid,  it  may  be  .small  aud  quite 
smooth,  and  then  it  may  give  very  little 
trouble  ;  indeed,  such  a  calculus  has  been 
found  nftt  r  dcnth,  when  it"?  presence  was 
not  at  ail  suH]>ected.  The  health  is  some 
times  very  good  in  snch  eases;  and  if  the 
healtli  lie  fair,  and  tli<-  patient  drn  no- 
thing calculated  to  injure  him,  a  calculus 
of  that  kind  may  not  increase.  When  a 
person  liy  sountling  is  known  to  have  a 
r;i!eTilus  in  tlie  liludder,  yet  it  may  go  on 
for  many  years  without  any  increase,  pro- 
vided he  does  nothing  unfavonrable-^that 
is  to  say,  do^  not  commit  any  excess,  does 
not  increase  the  feverishncss,'and  adopts  a 
moderate  antiphlogistic  plan.  Dr.  Prout 
knew  a  case  in  which  tne  presence  of  a 
stone  in  the  bladder  was  ascertained  l)y 
sounding;  and  live  or  six  years  afterwards, 
atthe  timefae  mentioneditto  me, the  patient 


eKpevienoed  little  or  no  trouble  from  it; 
and  frequently  for  weeks  together  the  pa- 
tient forgot  that  he  had  a  sUme  in  tbe 
bladder,  or  any  thing  the  matter  wiA  him. 
But  the  ease  had  been  well  managed ;  and 
the  patient  had  been  put  on  a  moderate 
antiphlogistic  r^men,  such  us  I  i>cfure 
mentioned.  Dr.  Prout  also  mentioned  to 
me,  that  he  knew  a  case  where  four  renal 
calenli  existed  in  the  bladder  five  moutlis 
witliout  producing  any  severe  symptoms; 
ftttd  then  a  little  irritation  occurred  at  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  whieh  led  to  their  re- 
moval; and  yet  one  of  them  was  nearly  aa 
Ittdb  la  length.  Thes^  however,  were 
lithic  acid  calculi. 

Oxalate  of  Lime  aud  Phof})hatic  Calculi  at- 
watfs  caute  sufferings  and  there/ore  ihouid  re- 
hiovmL— The  oica&te  of  lime  ealcolnscansea 
extreme  5uflering,  if  it  be  of  nnv  •^^ize,  and 
so  also  does  the  phosphatic,  and  aa  o])era. 
tion  is  indispensable,  (no  regimen  here  will 
answer  the  purpose)  provided  thiiigs  hwn 
not  gone  so  far  that  a  lUlgeon  Woold  not 
listen  to  the  opemtion. 

Of  eonrse  we  natore  of  the  opeiatioei 
must  be  determined  by  the  surgeon — whe. 
ther  it  is  \hr  removal  of  the  stone  by  cut- 
ting, or  its  reduction  witliin  the  bladder^ 
or  oilatation,  or  whatever  eiae. 

Spontattcoui  discharge  and  ret>un  <i!  of  Calculi 
by  dilatation.'— You  know  that  in  the  case 
of  the  male,  calculi  of  really  considerable 
size  are  sometimes  discharged,  and  in^vtt. 
mcnts  have  been  fonned  to  dilate  the  itrt*- 
thra,  so  as  to  bring  them  away  without 
any  inddon;  hot  tnese  have  Men  litfaie 
neid  calculi.  But  nature  very  frequentlj 
discharges  them  herself.  However,  these 
occurrences  take  place  ftir  more  frequently 
in  the  fbmale,  of  course,  than  in  the  male, 
and  much  larger  ealeuli  have  been  brought 
away  tioth  by  nature  and  by  artificial  dila- 
tation. One  iMt  been  disehanred  weighing 
•emueh  as  12  oonceiina  female.  These  nia 
very  extreme  ea«e5.  Tt  t«?  very  common  for 
females  to  pass  calculi  by  an  effort  of  na- 
tnfc,  on  account  of  the  shortness  of  the 
urethra;  and  it  does  not  appear  that  fe. 
males  ure  by  any  means  so  sabjeoi  to  tlM 
complaint  as  males. 

Great  tuffmng  indtieet  a  depoikim  «f  tki 
Phohpfiatr^. — Whrn  the  sulTering  has  been 
very  great,  and  an  operation  has  at  last 
been  performed,  it  is  generally  fbnnd  that 
the  calculus  externally  is  of  a  phosphatic 
kind;  but  an  entire  phosphatic  calculus  is 
rarely  seen.  In  this  state  of  things,  when 
the  ))hospbatic  diathesis  exists,  the  kidnej 
is  at  first  affected  only  fhnctionally :  it  se- 
cretes morbid  urine,  throusjh  an  irritation 
of  the  urinary  organs,  with  an  e^ee6»  of 
urea,  with  a  tendency  to  a  phosphatic  de. 
position,  hut  nt  la^t  actual  stnietura!  di^. 
ease  of  the  kidney  takes  place.  It  the 
kidney  could  be  preserved  in  a  state  of 
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f^octional  health— if  it  could  be  made  to 
aecrete  proper  urine^  althongfi  a  stone  bx- 

ists  in  the  bladder,  yet  it  is  probable  that 
it  uiMild  Tiot  increase  even  arouiif}  ni)  ncci- 
dental  nucleus;  but  the  accidental  nucleus 
prodnees  irritation ;  that  irritation  is  com- 
munii  atrrl  !->  tin  Vidncy— the  kidnov  vp- 
cretes  morbid  urine — from  the  morbid 
urine  deposition  takes  place,  and  so  the 
calculns  increases.  The  moment  the  urine 
becomes  tmhealtby,  then  a  deposit  takes 
place,  and  the  mischief  ^oes  on  inomsiiig. 
Freqaently,  in  Ae  origin,  the  disease  doM 
■ot  depend  upon  any  external  circum- 
stance, but  there  is  a  real  disposition  to 
these  morbid  deposits  which  gires  rise  to 
it,  and  it  goes  on  inersasinir^H  *  calcnlns 
is  formed;  but  if  by  chance  any  thini^  i^M  ts 
into  the  bladder— a  piece  of  bougie  or  a 
drop  of  bli)oU,  so  am  to  form  a  nucleus, 
this,  by  inducing  irritation,  will  cause  an 
increase  of  it.  If  by  art  v.-c  ctnild  keep  the 
urine  healthy,  it  is  supposed  that  a  (^eu. 
Ins  would  not  beformed>->that  the  nucleus 
would  not  serf  e  for  any  thing  to  collect 
around. 

CulcHii  do  not  reguUirtif  increaae, — It  does 
■ot  appear  that  a  caleolns  go<»  on  regn* 
burly  increasing;  the  urine  is  not  always 
equally  morbid,  the  irritation  is  not  always 
equally  felt,  and  external  circumstances 
are  not  idways  equally  unfavonrable.  The 
patient  uci;lccts  hini^i If  from  time  t(»tiine, 
or  some  unfortunate  occurrence  takes 
place;  in  short,  the  uriuc  is  not  always  in 
the  same  morbid  condition,  and  therefore 
the  cab  ulus  does  not  c:o  on  increasing  re- 
gularly at  the  same  rate.  Sometimes  a 
calculus  hw  been  knofwn  to  increase  feiy 
modi,  and  the  state  of  the  urine  to  become 
more  and  morf  morbid,  and  then  the  pro- 
cess bos  been  exceedingly  slow  again. 
And  there  is  another  reason  to  make  oe 
Sttppoec  that  the  deposition  is  not  constant: 
many  rah  nli  have  a  laminoUtl  sinu't\ire, 
and  between  the  lamina^  they  appear  to 
have  suflfered  some  diminution :  there  is  a 
space,  and  llu  v  rrcipiently  look  :i.s  if  they 
were  woni  by  water  moving  around  them. 
The  occurrence,  indeed,  of  separate  lamiuie 
is  considered  to  prove  that  particular  eir- 
Cum<;tnnre. 

t'lileuii  should  ftr  removed  when  tht  patient  it 
under  pu^^^^JJ.— It  is  not  only  wbare  there 
is  great  suffering,  or  where  the  urine  has 
become  jdiospli  ^Hr,  however,  tliat  an  ope- 
ration is  projar,  provided  the  case  is  not 
too  fM  gone ;  bat  if  the  patient  be  below 
puberty,  even  although  the  sediment  is  not 
pboRphatie,  but  h  red,  and  con<5ist<!  of  lilhie 
acid  and  lithate  of  aiumouiu,  tlien  it  is 
considered  that  the  ealcidus  should  be  re- 
moved.  If  tin-  individual  Ik-  below  puberty, 
there  arc  tire  thousand  cliaucei^  to  one  of 
the  calculus  increasing,  and  giving  further 
tumble,  and  tbdogh  the  patient  may  not 


be  suflering  much,  it  is  genenUly  best  to 
extract  it. 

Mortality  from  Liihotimy. — Lithotomy 
is  con>idcred  to  he  loss  dangerous  in  chil- 
dren than  in  adults;  it  was  found  at 
Norwidi  to  be  four  times  less.  Generally 
speaking,  the  ratio  of  mortality  from  litho- 
tomy is  about  one  in  seveu  and  thrce-quar- 
ters ;  but  in  Norwich  it  is  said  to  be  less 
til  fill  any  where  else,  so  that  in  forty  years 
Dr.  iMarcet  found  that  the  average  of  mor- 
tality there  was  but  one  in  eleven  aud  three- 
eighths;  before  puberty  one  in  eighteea« 
and  after  that  ponodone  in  fbur  and  three- 
(juarters. 

^ge*  at  which  Calculi  nuat  frequetUlif  octur 
•^Femttle$ Im  wbjert  to  th$  uffetUen  Uum  Uuln» 
—Nearly  one-half  of  the  cases  of  stone  in 
the  bladder  are  found  to  occur  licfore  pu- 
Ixjrly,  and  then  there  is  an  increased  num- 
ber again  aftcr^forty  ;  and  but  one  female 
was  aflected  with  stone  in  the  bladder  for 
twenty-three  males.  Some  ascribe  this  to 
Uie  quiet  habits  of  the  female— to  the  cir- 
cunixtance  of  thdr  not  being  subiect  to 
laborious  exercise;  and  others  a-^cribe  it  to 
Uie  shortness  of  the  urethra.  The  latter 
dministance  must  have  great  infioenoey 
but  in  all  probability  there  is  less  disposi- 
tion in  them  to  the  disease. 

These  are  the  only  considerations  for 
the  medical  practitioner;  in  regard  to  the 
performance  of  the  operation,  of  course  I 
have  nothing  to  df)  with  it.  All  that  we 
have  ti>  i;ivc  an  opinion  upion  is  the  condi- 
tion of  the  urine;  the  suflering,  on  the 
one  hand,  and  on  the  other  the  age  of  the 
patient. 

CYSTITIS. 

The  urinary  bladder  is  of  course  subject 
to  inilaiiinKilion,  and  this  ii*  coiled  cyitiiii. 

Symptimu. — 'I'hc  symptoms  are,abaintng 
and  llirobhiiii;  pain  in  the  hypogastrium; 
tenderness  on  pressure;  a  very  frequent 
desire  to  make  water;  a  mo.st  horrid  pain 
at  the  neck  of  the  bladder  while  the  urine 
is  pa^Mii-,  so  that  perhaps  tlic  patient  can 
only  void  it  on  his  knees.  The  urine  is 
made  in  a  veiy  small  quantity,  perhaps 
every  ten  minutes ;  and  it  is  often  high  co- 
loiiiid,  perhaps  bloody;  and  there  is  also 

tenesmus. 

Ciftun.'-This  alfection  is  indoced  by 

b«iils,  by  turjH.*nlinc,  cantharides,  and 
things  which  peculiarly  irritate  the  urinary 
organs;  but  more  particularly  by  gouor- 
rhopa:  the  inflammation  of  the  urethra 
^'ItreuiU  iiiuai'rls,  and  then  you  hare  in* 
flauiuiation  of  the  bladder. 

Treatment. — The  treatment  is  of  course 
simple  enough,  but  it  requires  to  be  put 
into  practice  vigorously. 

CYSTORRH(EA, 
The  bladder,  howerer,  is  ^ object  to  chro> 
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nic  inflammation,  and  it  U  itiU  more  sub- 
ject to  an  affection  of  tlie  mucous  surface, in 
wliich  there  is  a  great  discharge  of  ropy 
nucas,  such  as  ocean  when  a  calcalns  ex- 
ists in  this  part,  and  causes  great  suflfcriiig. 
There  is  not  only  this  quantity  of  ropy 
mucus  secreted,  hut  the  mucous  membrane 
itself  becomes  liypertruphted.  As  mudi 
as  several  pints  of  tliis  ropy  mucus  Imic 
been  known  to  be  discharged  in  a  day, 
but  it  is  very  common  indeed  for  a  pint 
to  be  discharged.  It  subsides  to  the  Dot- 
tnni  of  the  vessel,  and  is  quite  wliite.  It 
sometimes  blocks  up  the  urethra,  so  that 
a  little  difficulty  is  experienced  from 
time  to  time  in  making  water,  and  at 
last  it  is  really  purulent. 

Morbid  Apjiearances, — After  death,  if  it 
prove  Ibtal,  there  is  ftequently  a  thicken- 
ing of  the  mucous  nu  tnbnuic  to  a  ijreat 
amount;  the  muscular  libra's  nrr  seen  dis- 
tinctly, and  in  some  parts  uJ  the  blad- 
der are  very  mudi  def eloped;  indeed 
it  would  seem  that  those  muscular  fibres 
described  by  Sir  Charles  Jkll,  which 
run  from  the  extremities  of  the  ore- 
ters,  become  hypertrophied,  and  the 
mucon^  membrane  suffers,  so  that  at  the 
opening  of  the  bladder  you  see  a  triangle 
running  from  the  month  of  one  ureter  to 
the  other.  Ymi  '^nmi  timcs  may  j)ass  your 
linger  down  half  au  inch,  so  great  is  the 
development. 

Treatment — ^The  treatment  of  this  sort 
of  case  muHt  be  anti[)!iIo:^istic,  so  far  as 
the  patient's  strength  will  allow  of  it.  The 
fteouent  application  of  leecbes  is  proper ; 
ana  if  there  be  no  excessive  irritation,  but 
more  discharge  than  any  thing  else,  lur. 
pcntine  has  l>een  occasionally  used  in  a 
small  qtmntity,  and  uva  ursi.  Yon  may 
ut  an  ounce  of  the  latti  r  to  a  ]>int  and  a 
alf  of  water,  and  boil  it  down  to  a  [tint. 
Cubebs  likewi.se  have  been  occasionally 
serviceable.   These  cases,  however,  taken 
altoi^ethcr,  are  very  bad;  and  in  a  lartje 
number  of  instances  a  stone  exists  in  the 
bladder,  or  there  is  a  stricture,  which  gives 
rise  to  this  irritation,  to  hypcrtrojdiy,  or  dis- 
eased prostate.  If  the  urine  be  alVak scent 
(deficient  of  acidity),  it  may  he  wcU  to  give 
aeids  and  narcotics,  in  order  to  lessen 
the  irritation;  and  for  this  purpose  you 
may  give  conium,  oj)ium,andhyoscyamu.s. 
But  when  the  mucous  membrane  l)ecomes 
hypertrophied,  and  th.  re  is  secretion  to 
such  an  amount  as  this,  you  can  do  little 
more  than  afford  temporary  relief. 

So  great  is  the  disjposition  to  hvpcrtro- 
phy  of  the  muscles  oi  this  part,  that  it  is 
said  that  no  other  muscles  of  the  body  are 
so  increased  by  exercise  as  the  mu.seular 
portion  of  the  bladder— that  is  to  say,  if 
any  difliculty  e vist  in  tbc  passuije  of  llic 
urine,  or  there  he  any  irritulion  about  this 
part,  so  as  to  make  the  bladder  contract 


frequently,  no  other  muscles  grow  to  the 

5am(  iiTiiount.  Indeed,  in  some  cases,  ihtf 
inner  jmrt  of  the  bladder  look!*  like  the 
inner  part  of  the  heart  j  the  muscular 
fibres  and  the  mucous  membrane  are  S9 
developed  that  at  first  sii,'lit  you  would 
think  it  was  the  right  ventricle  of  tho 
heart. 

GENERAL  MORBID  ANATOMY  OF 
THE  BLADDER, 

Uyjm-trophy.— In  l«gard  to  the  morbid 

anatomy  of  this  organ  in  ffeneral,  the  niu- 
eou.s  membrane  is  oflen  sonened  when  it  i.s 
hypertrophied  and  when  it  is  not  Some- 
times the  villi  and  the  follicles  are  so  ap- 
parent that  you  perceiv«-  them  instantly  ; 
naturally  they  are  so  minute  that  you  can- 
not see  them.  Tbe  cellular  membrane  i« 
frequently  hypertrophied,  so  that  the  blad- 
dcr  will  become  hard,  and  if  a  sound  be 
jmssed  Into  It  the  hardness  is  discovered. 
The  mucous  membrane  is  somitluea  en* 
Inrifp'],  Ml  that  you  hare  the  appearance  of 
a  uoiypus. 

ruHgout  Errr«sr<n<'c».— Sometimes  fungous 
excrescences  take  place,  of  a  cancerous  or 
encephaloid  nature.  I  mentioned  a  ea.<«e 
of  this  kind  formerly,  where  encephaluid 
deposit  gave  rise  to  bmnorrhage  whicli 
destroyed  tlie  patient. 

Siirrhotu  Jumin-s. — Seirrlious  tumors  are 
found  in  the  bladder,  which  are  sometimes 
original,  and  sometimes  oonnected  with 
d^'  jisc  of  other  parts — with  a  diseased 
n  ctum,  or  a  disease!  uterus. 

Cysts. — A  cyst  has  sometimes  been  found 
in  the  organ,  and  it  is  almost  fdways  con- 
nected  with  its  internal  surface;  and  in 
this  ca-^c  it  is  most  probably  a  mere  saecu. 
lus.  A  vaceulus,  however,  may  be  formed 
originally.  The  bladder  has  somctiuus 
been  divided  into  two  chambers  by  ndiic- 
sions  across ;  or  a  satienlus  may  become  «o 
very  lar^e  as  to  be  df  the  same  sixe  as  tha 
bhidder  itself.  ' » 

PARALYSIS  OF  THE  BLADDER, 

The  bladder  is  cootinnally  the  sabject 

of  palsy.  When  a  perscMi  In^  nr«  under 
paraplegia  (a  loss  of  power  ul  ilic  l(»wer 
extremities),  be  is  generally  unable  ta 
retain  his  urine.  At  first  he  is  un- 
able to  make  water,  so  that  it  cun- 
tinually  requires  to  he  drawn  off,  (this  you 
sec  in  paraplegia  fr«)m  accidents)  and  tticn, 
after  a  timr-,  the  detrusor  urlnnr^  muKcle 
lo--e.s  iUi  jmwcr  aitogetlu  r,  and  then  the 
sphincter  also  loses  its  power,  so  that  the 
patient  cannot  retain  hhi  urine. 

Rut  these  parts  are  mucb  disposed  to 
become  disease<l  in  old  men,  iust  as 
the  uterus  and  the  oraria  are  disposed 
to  fall  into  discf'c  in  old  women.  When 
the  prostate  an<i  the  parts  of  gene- 
nillon  have  done  their  duty,  they  fail  iuto 
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a  diseased  condi  itin,  ju.>t  at  similur  parts 
do  in  women,  and  the  bladder  among  the 

rv<t ;  S.I  that  old  nun  are  continually  un- 
ablti  to  Kit  like- young  uucs,  and  they  vsill 
be  obliged  to  go  out  of  the  room  from  time 
to  time. 

But  sometimes  this  will  occur  from  ac- 
cidental circumiitances.  1  have  known 
panUvAis  of  the  bladder  occtir  (and  this  Ib 
w<wth  k  I)  owing)  fttan  an  opiate  injection ; — 
from  li!i\ing  a  suppo-^itory,  or  an  injec- 
tion of  opium,  the  biuUdcr  has  become 
paralysed,  «o  Uiat  it  bas  been  necessary 
to  draw  the  water  off,  and  it  has  occasion 
rd  much  aliirni.  On  a  rejielition  of  the 
injtctioji,  liic  bladder  lias  bceuine  so  tor- 
pid that  retention  of  urine  has  actually 
occurred.  Soiiu  tiuies  it  is  produced  by  a 
torpid  state  of  the  system,  where  the  bead 
U  oppressed :  it  it  a  thing  which  occurs 
frequently  in  fever;  and  sometimes,  with- 
otit  Hny  obvions  reas(m,  the  bladder  loses 
itii  ]>ower|  just  as  any  other  part  of  the  body 
may  do. 

ireutment.—  K  there  be  no  disease  of  the 
spine,  no  oriranic  disease  of  the  organ, 
no  Inflamiuation,  notliing  more  than  the 
simple  fact  itself,  witbmit  yonr  being  able 
to  traie  it  to  any  thing  more  than  tor- 
pidity, then  eantharidcs  is  one  of  the  best 
remedies,  and  perhaps  electricity  j  auy 
thing  that  is  stimulating. 

StiUicidium  Urin<i . — Vou  of  course  are 
aware,  from  other  lectures,  tliat  the  blad- 
der may  be  in  this  state  while  the  urine  is 
dribbling  away ;  for  when  it  is  distended 
to  a  certain  amount,  the  nrinc  will  pass 
^uttatim,  involuntarily.  The  patient  will 
tell  you  that  he  cannot  hold  has  water, 
while  in  fact  the  bladder  is  full,  and  can 
hold  no  more.  It  is  tli-Teforc  necc^*^nrv,  in 
these  ciLscs,  to  a.seLruua  Uie  condiUoa  of 
tlie  bladder.  Very  frequently  it  happens 
tliat  tliis  form  of  paralysis  takes  plaee 
temporarily.  If  a  person  do  not  make 
f  water  in  proper  time,  he  loses  the  po^ er 
of  voiding  his  urine,  and  distention  is  no 
longer  felt:  tht»  muscles  liavc  no  longer 
power  to  empty  the  bladder,  and  it  re- 
mainsgreatly  distended,  although  theurine 
is  constantly  coming  away ;  and  therefore 
w  hen  you  are  told  timt  a  person  cannot 
hidd  his  water,  you  iiavc  to  ascertain  wbe. 
ther  he  is  not  Wding  too  mndk,  and  can. 
not  hold  any  more. 

DISEASE  OP  THE  PROSTATE. 
Enlargemeui. — In  regard  to  disease  of 

the  pn»slate  itself,  you  will  e«»ntinunlly 
be  consulted  upon  it,  as  it  oce*urs  so  frt'- 
quently  in  old  men.  From  the  prej»i.ure, 
there  is  frequently  a  great  difficulty  in 
making  water,  aiuf  sometimes  it  acquires 
so  very  large  a  size  that  there  is  di^culty 
even  in  going  to  stool.  There  is  pain  there, 
and  the  abdomen  at  last  blls  into  a  state 


of  ditiease,and  death  U  freiiucntly  the  con- 
sequence. Yoii  \sill,  after  death,  find  the 
pn>state  full  of  lari^e  etlls;  it  is  verj'mueh 
hardened,  and  perhaps  it  lias  acquired  an 
immense  size.  This  may  be  ascertained 
during  life,  by  the  introduction  of  the 
finger  into  the  rectum. 

Caicuiu — Calculi  frequently  come  from 
the  prostate,  and  they  are  sometimes  found 
in  a  very  large  quantity  in  the  cells  of  the 
prostate.  Occasionally  they  will  grate 
against  a  sound  when  it  is  passed  on  to- 
wards the  bladder.  They  arc  generally 
small — sometiujcs  exceedingly  small ;  and 
always,  I  believe,  found  to  consist  of  phos- 
phate of  lime. 

Treatment.— \n  regard  to  the  treatment 
of  disease  uf  the  piostate,  the  chief  you 
have  to  do  is  by  means  of  surgery— draw- 
ing  the  water  regularly  off.  However,  it 
is  sometimes  necessary,  on  account  of  the 
pff  ;it  ]iriin,  to  employ  narcotics;  and  I 
tiunk  u  would  be  worth  while,  in  such 
eases,  to  give  iodine  a  fair  trial  ~to  rub 
iodine  and  hydriodate  of  potassa  in  exter- 
nally, and  give  it  internally.  I  have  not  had 
many  opportunities  of  treating  such  eases, 
because  they  generally  fall  to  the  surgeon ; 
bat  oeeasionally  I  have  treated  them,  and 
temporary  benefit  has  ensued.  I  have  had 
two  or  tJiree  patients  in  whom  there  ap- 
peared to  be  a  lemporary  alleviation  of  the 
roTui  laint;  andif  ai)v  fliim;  would  afl'ord 
temporary  relief  it  wuuld  bcjodiue.  1  do 
not  JUKtiv  whether  it  would  cure  a  case  of 
this  deseri])t ion,  hut  I  should  expect  to  do 
more  good  by  it  than  by  any  other  remedy. 

GOUT. 

I  have  now  finished  the  consideration  of 
diseases  of  the  urinary  organs,  so  far  Jis  it 
is  incumbent  on  me  to  speak  of  tlicni,  and 
I  will  now  speak  of  an  affection  which  is 
verj'  much  connec  ted  with  disease  of  the 
urine,  although  it  is  anoUier.'complaint.: 
I  mean^('u^  When  persons  have  the  gout, 
I  am  never  surprised  if  thev  have  stone*~ 
g«iit  mi  1  Toiu  frequently  go  together; 
thou^h  goul  i.s  a  disease  which  affects  the 
joints  in  the  first  instance. 

Etifmolngy. — It  is  called  tlie  gout^from 
tile  f.alin  word  ;;^»/frf,  i^r  the  French  word 
gouttr,  which  comes  from  the  Latin  word 
g«(ia— a  drop ;  because  it  was  supposed  to 
arise  from  a  deposition  of  drops  from 
some  morbid  fiuid  in  the  joints.  In  Latin, 
it  is  now  generally  called  artAritu—iuliam- 
mation  of  the  ioints.  In  the  classics  it 
is  spoken  of  under  the  licad  poil'grn  when 
it  affects  the  feet,  chiragra  when  it  nffecU 
the  hands,  and  goitagra  w  hen  it  alieet:>  the 
knc*es ;  but  all  these  agra  are  comprehend- 
ed in  tlie  term  iuihiiit<i.  Although  this 
term  means  inflammation  of  a  joint  from 
any  cause,  yet  it  is  now  appropriated  solely 
to  goat. 
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InnutdN.— Wben  this  affeotion  maket  its 
lint  attack,  it  generally  begins  at  two  or 

three  o'ch)ck  in  thv  n!'>rni!>tf ;  just  at  the 
time  that  a  tit  of  asUima  cuiuuKiices,  and 
indeed  some  other  diseaaefl.  UsnallT  it 
first  attat  ks  iho  ball  of  the  great-toe.  The 
patient  wakes  in  most  excruciating  pain 
with  the  disorder  J  he  then  becomes  fe?er- 
ish,  and  continues  in  tliis  state  tiU  tlie 
next  nii(lniu:bt,  when  the  pain  remits,  mul 
the  following  morning  he  finds  his  toe 
awoUen  and  reddish ;  and  he  has  exacer- 
bations of  this  for  several  days  and  nights. 
The  discn'^e  then  frcqncntlv  declines,  t!i»' 
imtieni  perspires  freely,  and  the  part  itself 
loses  its  cuticle;  the  cuticle  desquamates 
(wliicli  is  not  the  case  in  most  diseases), 
an. I  there  is  violent  itchins:  for  wme  days; 
uu'l  then  there  is  an  cud  of  the  business. 

Proirresi. — Afler  a  time,  sooner  or  later, 
the  same  thine:  "rmrs  fif^ain  ;  ]HTlia)>s  at 
tacks  the  balls  of  both  great-toes,  perhaps 
flies  fW>m  one  to  the  otlier,  and  affects  the 
hauids,  the  knees,  <.r  tlic  wrists;  and 
f!o  it  will  shift  its  placL-  (luring  the  same 
attack,  running  from  one  knee  to  the 
other,  fVom  one  wrist  to  the  otfier,  from 
on-  anlclc  to  the  other,  from  the  hand  to 
the  feet,  and  vice  r-rrd.  The  morr  fre- 
mjcntly  it  comes,  tlu-  less  probability  is 
there  of  its  )>ein|gf  confined  to  the  finjiren 
or  toes;  it  is  more  lilvviv  to  spread  from 
the  ankle,  fn>m  the  wrist, Or  even  from  the 
elbow  and  otherjoints;  perhaps  the  shoul. 
der  becomes  afnccted.  Hut  it  begins  at 
first  in  the  smaller  joints,  and  affects  them 
to  tlie  last,  going  to  the  others  only  occa- 
sionally. 

Generally  the  intervals  of  the  attacks 
prow  shorter,  the  pati<  nt  linn  more  and 
more  frequent  fits,  and  tliey  frctjuently 
lu'-t  i'»:iger. 

Tlic  joints  at  la^^t  may  become  stiff,  ri'i:id, 
and  deposits  will  take  place  under  tin- 
•kin  ;  so  that  the  joints  of  the  fingers  and 
toes  bceorac  enlarged,  swolN  n,  and  are 
hardiT  tlniii  nntur;)!  (X-casionallv  a  solid 
deposition  tiikes  place  of  white  stufl*,  and 
sometimes  it  is  fluid ;  so  that  if  yon  pifck 
the  i)art  which  is  Soft  with  a  mvlle,  you 
sqnccrcnnt  aquantityof  stuff  likesoftmor- 
tar.  IS'otuufrequently  there  is  a  nephritic 
attack;  an  attack  of  inflammation  of  the 
kidneys,  and  a  deposition  of  litbic  ;i<  id, 
or  some  compound  of  it  Occasionally 
these  things  take  place  wiA  the  j^ont;  oc- 
easion  illy  they  take  place  only  during  the 
inttivals;  but  a  dtqiosition  in  tlie  urine 
and  a  fit  of  the  gout,  where  there  is  de- 
posit  in  tbe  joints,  are  frequently  very 
ch)sely  connected. 

Cmn-ii!  hiatth  iinpraveil by  the  Gf't/f.— After 
tbe  attack,  people  are  generally  better 
than  they  were  before;  tner  flnd  It  does 
thpm  gwo<l,  an<l  tberL^fore  thry  are  not  at 
«U  sorry  that  they  have  had  the  diacosc. 


Many  persons  long  for  4  flt  of  flw  gmitf 

they  say  that  gout  is  in  the  family,  and  if 
they  had  an  attack  tht-v  should  do  well, 
when  they  hare  not  had  it  before;  atid 
those  wlio  have  bad  it,  if  any  thing  be  the 

matter  with  thein,  they  are  satisfied  that 
they  should  be  a  great  fb-al  better  if  they 
had  another  attack,  and  many  people  try 
to  bring  it  on. 

Premnuitory  Sy/nptomi.  —  Before  flio  r\f 
tack,  there  is  frequently  indi^osition  of 
some  sort — the  symptoms  diat  I  meotkm* 
ed  nnder  disorder  of  the  digestiTe  oi^gais^  $ 
or  languor,  or  lownes^  of  spirits,  or  per- 
Jiaps  pain  of  Uie  head,  or  waudcriog  poin^ 
gouty  pains  coming  and  going  in  Uie 
larger  or  smaller  joints,  sometimes  palpi 
tation  and  giddinc?;?,  functional  disouwa 
in  almost  every  part  of  the  body. 

Atmie  Goiif.*— If  these  syniptoaa  exist 
for  rnrnr  time,  so  that  tlir  patient  really 
feels  liimM:If  diseased,  it  called  atonic 
gout — gout  without  strength,  goot  where 
there  is  not  sufficient  strength  to  bring  it 
ont ; — a  gouty  disposition  exists,  but  Th<^re 
is  nut  activity  enough  to  bring  it  forw  ard. 

Uttrwieelent  and  mnfiacfd  Gsiit.— Sane- 
times  when  the  gout  has  come  on  in  n 
very  satisfactory  manner,  it  will  suddenly 
cease— not  retire  to  another  joiut,  but  will 
suddenly  cease,  and  the  patient  sball  hAve 
some  severe  internal  affection — perhaps 
ajioploxy,  perliaps  violent  Tomiting,  gas- 
trodyniu,  or  perhaps  violent  colie— 8om©>- 
tiling  serere  within,  and  it  is  then  called 
retrocrdent  uont.  Sometimes  the  affect?. in 
within  is  of  an  inflammatory  natun;,  and 
then  it  is  called  mkplaeed  gout;  but  it  ia 
no  matter  whether  we  call  it  rvtroc  -l^nt 
or  misplaced,  for  very  often  infianiuiation, 
in  former  writers,  is  aseribe<l  to  some  ner- 
vous affection,  or  something  else.  Yon 
have  only  to  t  nnsidtT,  that  if  the  gout  does 
not  come  out  satisfactorily,  it  is  atonic 
gout ;  whereas,  if  it  suddenly  eease,  and 
an  internal  part  is  affected  in  a  violent 
dek'nc,  it  is  n^trocedent  or  misplaced  gout, 
according  to  the  affection  that  is  going  on. 

Stimptonu  rvKnwd  6y  0«it.— Some  persona 
have  had  very  extraonlinnry  sytni^  n-;  re. 
lii  vr<l  by  t'oiit,  I  knrw  a  ircntltman  who 
bad  liad  pam  of  the  stomach — gastrodynia, 
for  many  years;  I  know  not  bow  many, 
for  lit'  ditl  not  attend  to  it  mneb  ;  but  at 
last  a  fit  of  the  gout  came  on,  and  he  has 
never  experienced  the  pain  since.  Palpi- 
tation, which  has  existed  for  a  long  time, 
has  fVt  fpu'Titlv  erased  upon  the  oecurrenio 
of  a  |j  I  ul  the  gout.  Strangury,  cystorrhrea, 
piles,  and  almost  every  disease  jm.  can 
mention,  lias  ceased  on  the  appearance  of 
gout;  and  sometimes  tliey  alternate  with 
g«»ut ;  and  if  such  affections  be  very  vio- 
lent indeed,  then  they  may  beealhNi  mis- 
placed i;ont ;  for  tliev  have  come  when  it 
should  ha^t!  appealed. 
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PrrdUposing  Cautet.— The  disease  nt  first 
most  frequently  commences  about  the  end 
of  January  or  the  beginning  of  February  : 
there  is  no  universal  rule,  but  it  occurs 
more  frequently  then  tlian  at  any  other  time. 
It  occurs  in  males  much  more  frequently 
than  in  females,  just  as  is  the  case  with 
regard  to  stone.    It  occurs,  too,  it  is  said, 
in  robust  males  far  more  freuuentlv  than 
in  weak  ones.    It  never  has  been  known 
in  eunuchs;  at  least  so  it  is  said.    If  such 
were  tlie  case,  gouty  old  gentlemen  have 
an  easy  remedy.    It  is  also  a  disease  that 
is  very  hereditary:  Uiis  is  one  of  llie  great 
hereditary  aflections.     If  it  occur  in  fe- 
males, it  is  generally — I  do  not  say  uni- 
versally, because  I  have  seen  the  reverse 
myself— in  ma8culine  females;  those  who 
have  a  little  touch  of  the  male  in  them; 
robust,  hearty-looking  women.    It  occurs 
in  men  particularly  who  have  circular 
chests,  short  necks,  and  broad  heads,  such 
OS  are  called  thtck  heads  —  not  those  w  ho 
have  large  foreheads,  but  bulky  heads  alto- 
gcther,  and  wh(»  ore  of  full  habit    It  oc- 
curs chiellvin  those  who  eat  a  great  quan- 
tity of  llesb  meat,  and  drink  a  good  quan- 
tity of  wine.    Among  those  who  are  pre- 
disposed to  it,  it  seldom  occurs  till  after 
thirty -Hve  years  of  age.    I  have  seen  it  in 
persons  IkIow  puberty,  and  it  is  said  to 
have  occurred  in  infants;  but  more  fre- 
quently than  n»>t  it  takes  place  in  those 
who  are  above  thirty  five,  who  indulge  at 
the  table,  and  arc  ol' plethoric  habit.  Such 
ore  the  predisposing  causes. 
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From  the  "  Lemons  Orales,*'  ptibliiiht'd  periodi- 
cally, under  tlie  Daron'i  iuHpectioo. 

TviNG  the  trunks  of  the  great  arteries 
may  be  regarded  as  among  the  most  bril- 
liant achievement/i  of  modern  surgery. 
Formerly,  those  unfortunate  individuals 
who  were  aflected  with  aneurism  of  tli(>«e 
parts  were  doomed  almost  to  ct  rluin  death, 
for  spontaneous  cure  was  a  \cry  rare  oc- 
currcutH?.  Sometimes,  indee<l,  the  aneu- 
rism tcnninated  in  inUammation,  leading 
to  the  suppuration  or  gangrene  of  the  cyst, 
or  the  disease  ceased  by  tlio  tumor  pro- 
ducing such  pressure  as  led  to  tlie  fonna- 
tion  of  a  coagulum.  But  tliese  facts  were 
lost  to  science. 

One  of  the  great  diflicultics  which  long 
oi>crated  in  arresting  the  sur;5'eon  related 


to  the  re-establishment  of  the  circulation : 
how,  in  fact,  was  it  to  be  conceived  that 
life  could  be  retained  in  the  limb  after  the 
ligature  of  the  brachial  or  femoral  artery? 
I'he  collateral  arteries  did  not  seem  suifi- 
cient  to  supply  their  place.  These  fears 
were  in  part  dissipated  after  Anel  made 
known  his  method,  and  speedily  yet  more 
venturous  attempts  were  made,  ligatures 
being  applied  to  most  of  the  great  arteries. 
In  some,  however,  the  proceeding  of  Anel 
was  found  not  to  answer,  as  in  those  where 
the  aneurism  is  situated  in  the  primary 
iliac,  or  at  the  origin  of  the  carotid.  Hence 
arose  two  great  divisions  in  these  opera- 
tions; namely,  1,  the  application  of  liga- 
tures between  the  aneurism  and  the  heart ; 
and  2,  the  application  of  ligatures  between 
the  aneurism  and  the  ea])illaries;  the  for- 
mer of  which  I  shall  now  proceed  to  con- 
sider. 

Ligature  between  the  Aimiritm  and  Heart. 

I  fhall  say  nothing  of  the  deideting  sys- 
tem  of  Valsalva,  except  that  w  hen  carried 
to  its  fullest  extent,  it  lessened  the  action 
of  the  centre  of  circulation  less  than  it  di- 
minished the  resisting  power  of  the  aneu- 
rismal  pnrietes;  while,  on  the  other  hand^ 
when  the  i)ractitioner,  at  length  wearied 
with  the  attempt  at  cure  iu  this  manner, 
again  begins  to  recruit  his  patient  for  the 
operati(m,  the  tumor  under  the  change 
assumes  a  more  rapid  development,  and 
such  as  may  prove  fatal,  especially  if  the 
aneurism  be  situated  about  the  subclavian 
or  iliac  ivgions. 

Ice,  snow,  and  similar  applications,  are 
sometimes  employed  with  advantage  in 
these  aneurismul  tumors,  which  cannot  be 
said  of  plaislers,  astringent  powders,  or 
any  such  means,  which  indeed  have  now 
been  generally  abandoned.   I'ressurc  above 
the  aneurism  has,  howcTer,  been  frequently 
employed  of  late,  and  with  advantage. 
Of  the  diiTerent  kinds  of  instruments  used 
for  this  purpojw,  the  compressor  is  almost 
exclusively  preferre<l.    It  is  composed  of  a 
semicircle  (»f  .solid  steel,  two  inches  in 
breadth,  from  three  to  four  millimetres  in 
thickness.    At  one  of  its  extremities,  and 
on  its  concave  surface,  is  fixed  the  pad, 
which  is  to  constitute  the  point  d^ajrpui  on 
the  limb  just  op]H>site  the  artery.    At  the 
other  extremity  of  the  semicircle  is  a  se- 
cond i»ieee  of  iron  which  supp(»rt.s  another 
rounded  pad  slightly  elongated,  and  capa- 
ble, by  means  of  a  screw,  of  being  ap- 
pniximated  or  separated  fn>m  tlie  other 
which  is  opposed  to  it    The  curvature  of 
the  instrument  raaj*  be  iuereased  or  dimi- 
nished by  a  rerjr  simple  ^thvance,  and 
the  instrument  is"^"^  '  d  t 

sizes,  ff)r  the  a** 
or  atlults.  C 
the  smaller  i 
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The  action  of  the  tnatfimieiit  nay  be  rc-a- 
dily  understood.  Tt  <!tanfl>-  <>n  iho  limb 
detached  and  free,  only  touching  the  two 
oppotite  points*  thus  amtting  the  eiroolm- 
tion  only  in  the  principal  trunk,  while 
that  of  tne  cnllatend  branches  is  left  free. 
Nevertheler>s,  some  persons  ranuot  bear  the 
inatruiiient,  and  we  then  are  driven  to  the 
lit,'uluri-,  which  is,  after  all,  tlic  iiio^t  cflica 
eiou!^  of  the  various  methods  that  hare  been 
proposed. 

The  prDce«linaf  ^^eneraliy  employed  at 
the  present  day  is  that  of  Auv]  or  Hunter. 
Wiien  an  ortcrv  is  tied  in  this  manner,  it 
niQst  be  laid  liare  at  some  distance  tnm 
the  aneurism,  that  it  may  be  perfectly 
sound,  and  it  ouglit  also  to  be  as  near 
the  surface  aa  ma^  be.  A  precept  of  not 
less  importance  u  to  ictain  aoore  the 
incision  a  sufficient  nnml>er  of  collate- 
ral branches  to  keep  u]i  the  circulatioji  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  limb  after  tlie  opera- 
tion; while,  further,  the  li^ture  must  not 
be  t*H)  close  to  lari'^.  firrnahcs,  pnrticnlnrly 
above,  as  tlieir  too  close  proximity  is 
one  of  the  most  ftvqnent  causes  of  conse- 
cutive haemorrhage.  The  external  incision 
THM^t  hf-  sufficiently  lart^c  to  admit  of  free 
niuiiioultttion  with  respect  to  the  vessel, 
and  tne  aponeuroses  must  be  more  exten- 
sively divided  than  the  skin. 

The  d!nfjnn«^is  is  easy  while  aneurism  is 
receut,l>ut  diliicult  when  it  is  old,laz^,and 
irregular.  Bat  if  aa  artery  is,  as  it  were,Bttr- 
rounded  by  acvst,  a  chronic  abscess,  an  en 
gorgcment  of  tlie  cellular  texture,  by  blood, 
bv  a  gelatinous  effasion,then  we  must  be  on 
our  guard,  for  there  is  no  rituation  in 
which  «:Mrh  affections  mar  not  be  eon- 
founded  with  aneurisms.  Auotlter  condi- 
tion proper  to  be  aware  of  is  this; — the 
aneurism  may  burst  at  one  small  point — 
fli«-  Mood  may  become  infiltrated  by  (legTces, 
uud  travelling  along  tlic  cellular  mem- 
brane form  bloody  tnmors,  which  do  not 
pulsate, nor  j  n  vut  any  of  the  other  clin 
racters  of  aneurism.  I  remember  a  cu. 
rions  case  of  this  kind:  the  blood,  after 
escaping  from  an  aperture  in  the  aorta, 
found  its  way  t<»  the  neck,  and  there  form- 
ed various  tumors,  the  opening  of  which 
was  followed  by  hemorrhage,  whicb  was 
not  considerable,  but  being  cimstantly  re- 
peated led  to  tlic  denth  of  the  patient. 

In  the  month  ol  April  IblO,  a  woman, 
aged  66,  and  whose  integuments  were  of 
rcmarkah!i  fit  v:i!Mlity,  came  to  the  Hotel 
Diet!  for  u  gaugreuous  eschar  on  the  right 
elbow,  at  its  inner  part,  and  which  was 
accompwMcd  by  an  (Bdematoas  inHltiation 
of  the  arm,  with  absence  of  the  pulse.  On 
being  questioned,  she  stated  that  two 
months  previously  she  bad  experienced  a 
fall,  followed  by  acute  pain,  especially 
about  the  shoulder;  but  that  a  surgeon 
who  attended  her  was  unable  to  discover 


iiither  fiucture  or  dislocation.  Tbepaio 

continuing,  she  consulted  another  pi  r>».»n, 
by  whom  violent  extension  bv  instrumi'uts 
was  employed,  after  which  the  swellixi^  af 
the  limb  took  place,  and  die  eschar  fomed 
at  the  point  ^  here  piMrarehad  bean  mailt 
by  the  upparatusi. 

Tbe  esehar  beeamo  detached  alber  • 
short  time,  and  nothing  particular  occur* 
red  till  the  twenty  first  day  after  hf-r  aJ- 
mi.<»sion,  when  she  complaiued  of  a  lumar 
in  tbe  axilla  of  the  same  side,  which  baci 

bcifiin  t  I  !>e  (h  velopcd  ••<'n:f'  tinir  ht  fi-rr  ; 
she  could  not  tell  bow  lung.    Thiii  lumi>r 
was  already  large:  it  raised  tbedavicie  and 
the  pectonuis  major,  preventing  the  arm 
from  being:  hron-hf  elose  to  the  bodv.  It 
was  moderately  paaiiul;  without  change 
In  the  colour  of  ue  skin;  did  not  pulsate, 
and  communicated  a  sense  of  deep-seated 
lluetnation.    1  wus  then  second  surgetm, 
and  the  surgeon  in  chief  wus  absent.  1 
thought  that  it  mightbeadifonicdiseesa$ 
however,  its  situation  made  mr  nnea*.y, 
and  I  resolved  to  wait.    During  a  few 
days'  attsntiTe  examination  of  tbe  tumor, 
it  was  perceived  to  increase,  and  the  pain 
also  augmented,  while  the  lluctuation  l>c- 
came  more  distinct    1  then  resolved  to 
open  it  $  but  still,  having  some  doubt  abovt 
it,  I  detennined  only  to  make  a  puncture 
tif  exploration.    With  this  view  I  took  a 
very  narrow  bistounr,  with  an  acuminated 
point,  and  plungea  it  into  the  most  prrv. 
jecting  pnrt  nf  the  swelling.    In  jdacc  of 
pus,  arterial  blood  ilowed.  Adhesive  plaiu. 
ter  and  a  bandage  were  applied,  and  on  tbe 
arriTal  soon  after  of  the  surgeon  in  chief,  it 
WM«  dt'ferniinedto  tie  the  Mihelavian  artery. 
he  applied  his  hand  beneaih  the  upper 
and  anterior  part  of  tbe  apparel,  and  felt 
distinctly  the   pulsations  of  an  aneu- 
rismal  tumor.    Tbe  bandage  was  rcmo red, 
and  tbeu  no  one  could  perc^re  any  uulsa. 
tion.  It  was  now  again  doubted  wbetber 
it  vrerv  really  an  nneiiri^m,  <ir  whether  :i  ^ 
small  artery  had  nut  been  opened  in  the 
parietes  of  an  abscess.  However,  conti. 
nued  observation  led  to  the  detection  of 
obscure  pnl«ition,         dilatation,  at  the 
point  where  tbe  clavicle  was  raised.  It 
was  soon  l\irther  made  out  that  there  eoc* 
isted  two  tum<»rs;  one  of  small  si/e  be- 
neath the  clavicle,  presenting  pulsation ; 
the  other  very  considerable,  fluctuating, 
and  at  the  upper  part  of  which  wa<i  with 
difficulty  det(  (  ted  ;in  oh^c^ure  sound, anaU)^ 
gous  to  that  which  accompanies  the  pa«. 
sage  of  blood  up  an  aneurismal  tumor.  I 
proposed  that  a  ligature  should  be  applied 
to  the  subclavian  artery,  between  the  sca- 
lenl  muscles,  and  executed  the  operation 
on  tbe  dc«d  body  in  the  presence  of  the  sur- 
geon in  chief  and  the  j  uiiil^.    He  declined 
to  give  his  eonseut,  and  thus  wa:*  lost  to 
1  rench  surgery  tbe  honour  of  first  execute 
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iiw  this  operation.  The  method  of  V  al.  penetrating  the  intern  al  of  the  scaieni  mus- 
Muni  was  adopted,  and  the  pfttient  soon,  cle^  is  completely  soparalcd  ftom  the  vein 

died  from  hemonliagey  the  tamor  having  which  passes  before  the  anterior  scalenus, 

sloughed.  and  the  nerve??  which  arc  placed  behind. 

The  post  mortem  examination  prored  The  artery  may         he  securely  reached 

that  there  were  in  Ihct  two  timaor»— one  In  taking  the  anterior  scalenus  muscle  for 

formed  by  the  subclavian  artery,  dilated  a  guide.    The  first  point  indii  nt( d  is  so 

through  two  inches  of  its  course;   the  deeply  bid  in  the  summit  of  the  cone 

other,  eoiibtituting  the  principal,  comma-  formed  by  the  chest— it  is  so  near  thu 

nicated  with  the  ibnner  by  means  of  a  la.  pleura  and  longs  -  that  the  attempt  to  ap- 

eeration  in  the  artery.  ply  a  liiratnn-oiiL'lit  if  ]M)ssible  to beavoided. 

No  opportunity  presented  itself  to  me  of   It  was  resolved  to  tie  the  vessel  as  it  passed 

practising  this  operation  till  1819»  when  a  through  the  scaleni ;  and  the  patient  was 

patient  was  admitted  at  the  Hotel  Dien  bled  as  a  pieparatory  s^tc]).    A  trijilc  silk 

wilh  an  aneorism  in  the  axilla.  t)!uudwas  applied,  and  Uie  pulsation  in 

the  tumor  entirely  ceased.    Being  con- 

lAgatun  tf  tA«  SMmm  frnfrntd  with  sue  ^'motA  of  the  inntifity,  and  even  danger,  of 

f",  r  r  ,7  falie  conmuHm  anewum     the  «  ligatures  d*attente,"  none  were  employed; 

icfi  <':diari)aitenj.  the  woutul  wfts  simply  dresKcd,  and  bags 

Charles  Chcvuiier,  a3lat,  37,  a  joiner,  of  warm  &and  applied  round  the  arm. 

came  to  the  H6td  Dien  Feb.  97,  1819,  Evety  thing  went  on  well  during  the 

labouring  under  this  disc  n  c    Tlaving  been  first  ten  days,  and  on  the  eleventh  the  li- 

madeprisonerin  Sjiainin  Ittl  1, he  attempted  came  away,  without  being  followed 

to  escai>c,  but  in  hi:»  flight  was  overtaken,  by  any  bleeding.    By  the  thirteenth  day 

and  knocked  down  by  a  thrust  with  a  sword  tfie  wound  was  nearlv  cicatrized,  and  the 

on  the  bark  part  of  the  left  shoulder.    A  patient  bcimn  to  nsfhisarm.    The  tumor 

large  quantity  of  blood  flowed,  and  he  was  sensibly  diminishing,  but  became  so 

fainted ;  the  hiemorrhage  ceased,  and  the  soft  as  to  excite  apprdiensions  oC  its  sup- 

wound  healed  in    three  weeks.     Two  pnrating.   It  was  covered  with  pledgets 

months  after  the  accident,  Chevalier  per-  sr>nk<'d  in  goulard  water,  renevved  ereiy 

ceived  in  the  axilla  a  little  tumor,  about  twu  hours.   By  the  twenty-eighth  day  the 

the  sice  «f  a  nnt,  and  poisating.   In  the  tnmor  was  vednced  to  one-fiftn  of  its  ori- 

conrse  of  two  years  the  tumor  had  acquir-  ginal  size,  and  the  softness  and  fluctuation 

ed  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg,  and  the  pulsa-  nad  disappeared.    The  heat  and  scnsibi- 

tlons  had  become  stronger.    He  was  after,  lity  uf  the  iuab  were  the  same  as  on  the 

waHs  expoeed  to  great  fatigue,  and  the  other  side.    The  r^ircnlation,  as  in  all 

tumor  soon  acquired  the  size  of  a  chiM's  limbs  the  principal  arterv  of  wliith  has 

liead;  and  tindincr  himself  unable  to  gain  Ik  en  tied,  had  a  peculiar  cliaraeter,  name- 

his  livelihood,  he  came  to  the  hospital  as  ly,  that  the  arteries  shew  not  the  least  pul- 

above  mentioned.    The  tumor  was  now  sation,  while  by  the  touch  it  is  perceived 

bard,  elastic,  and  pulsated  strongly,  syn  fhat  they  are  uill,  and  traTersed  by  the 

chronously  with  the  heart   The  heat  and  blood. 

sensibility  of  the  limb  were  much  the  Chevalier,  after  a  few  months,  resumed 

nunc  as  in  health ;  but  the  pulse  could  not  his  occupation  of  a  joiner,  and  enjoyed 

be  felt  in  the  nidial  or  brachial  arteries,  good  health  far  three  years;  but  at  the  end 

while  in  the  subclavian  the  beating  was  of  this  time,  oiler  violent  exertion,  be  was 

Tiolent  It  was  resolred  to  tie  this  arteiy.  attadted  with  inflammation  and  swelling 

The  subclavian  artery  presents  three  in  the  axilla,  for  which  he  again  enteiea 

distinct  points  in  its  course:  first,  that  be-  tlie  fl»-jtel  Dieu  July  11,  1822.    The  tumor 

fore  its  entrance  into  the  s<mleui  muscles;  was  as  large  m  the  list,  the  ^kin  covering 

second,  that  portion  whidi  nins  between  it  red,  the  apex  purple,  pointed,  and  threat* 

these;  third,  that  p()rtion  cxtentlini;  1"  nm  mini?  to  bur^t  ;  there  was  no  pulsation; 

its  exit  from  among  the  scaleni  to  the  hrst  the  patient  ha  1  ritror^?  rtud  h)ss  of  apitetite. 

rib.    'i'hiti  last  part  of  the  subclavian  ar-  ISatii»iied  tlua  lias  uiaior  was  no  longer 

teiy,  sitnated  very  near  the  skin  in  thin  connected  w  ith  the  circolation,  I  wished 

persons  with  long  necks,  i.s,  on  the  cnn-  to  open  it,  but  the  patient  preferred  leav- 

trarv,  very  deep  in  those  who  have  short  ing  it  to  nature.    It  was  poulticed.  At 

necks  and  brawny  shoulders,  and  still  more  the  end  of  a  fortnight  it  opened  sponta- 

so  in  those  who  hare  the  parts  pushed  up  neoudy,  and  discharged  a  large  quantity 

by  a  tumor  in  fhv  fixitla,  ns  in  tliis  patient,  of  pus,  and  of  matter  having  the  colour 

Another  dilhcuity,  which,  however,  is  com-  and  consistence  of  raisins.   This  had  evi- 

mon  to  all,  is  that  at  the  point  in  ques.  dentlv  been  formed  of  old  blood,  altered 

tion  the  artery  is  so  surrounded  with  by  the  suppurative   process  gmng  on 

nerves,  as  to  mHlcr  its  separation  often  a  armiTid  it.    The  opening  was  culaTged, 

matter  of  dilhcuity.     The  seeond  point  and  tiie  eyst  wuflhed  out  with  lujccUons. 

oifers  this  adrantsgc,  that  the  artery  alone  The  patient's  health  inptoved,  the  abtoeis 
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healed,  and  he  left  the  hospital  pcdbetfy 
emed  October  tlie  il  st,  1822,  no  tumor  or 
ewellinja^  remainint^  in  the  axilla. 

'i'litis  caise  i»  reiuarkabie  in  several  re. 
•peets:  the  size  of  the  tumor,  the  point  at 
which  the  liicatnre  was  applied,  toe  difi- 
sion  of  the  anicnor  scalenus  muscle,  the 
eaM  and  safety  of  the  opemtion,  and  the 
meane  employed  by  nature  to  get  lid  of 
the  tumor,  are  all  ciieiuiMtaacee  deinrriii|{ 
your  attention. 

When  ananenriimarieeeoiitheaxillaiy 
artery,  not  far  from  the  origin  of  the  bra- 
chial—when  the  disease  yet  rectiit  has 
made  but  little  progress,  the  tLttery  lua^  l>e 
tied  between  the  tamor  and  the  clavicle; 
bnt  ^then  the  disease  is  «»f  lotip:  standincr, 
when  the  tumor  is  large,  or  when  it  arises 
from  the  axilliury  artery  near  its  oommenoe- 
ment,  the  Ugatiire  must  he  applied  to  the 
sulK:laviaii.  31.  1 VI  let  an  atteni!>'(*l  to  tic 
the  axillary  nritry  immediately  below  the 
davMe,  for  a  lar^  aneurism,  aooaiidera. 
ble  s]  in  this  instance  still  existing  hc- 
tween  lli»3  tumor  and  the  clavicle.  A(U  r 
reaching  the  artery,  several  tri»iei  were 
made  to  get  the  needle  under  it,  but  with- 
out suc<  os<,  anil  \hc  oj^Tation  %vas  aban- 
doned. The  patient  died  twenty  one  days 
after  \\iirds.  I  lis  right  to  state,  however,  that 
ligature  of  the  subolaviau  itself  is  .><  >nie. 
times  rendered  imp«)ssible,  hv  the  dtuclop- 
ment  of  the  tumor  and  the  displacement 
of  the  clavicle.  The  celebrated  Astky 
CiMiprr,  in  treating  such  a  cae^  was 
obiip^ed  to  abandtm  the  nprration. 

What  distinguishes  this  particular  ope- 
ntioo  from  otheie  on  the  subclaTiaa  ar- 
Icry  is  tho  point  at  which  the  U^^nturr  is 
applied,  namely,  where  it  is  placed  between 
tlie  scaleni,  the  anterior  scalenus  being  di. 
Tided.  By  this  proceeding  we  are  equally 
certain  of  rcacliinar  the  artrry,  by  follow- 
ing the  cKtenial  border  ot  the  anterior  sea- 
leous,  and  of  avoiding  either  the  ledon  of 
tile  vein  or  nerves. 

The  ca.se  of  Chevalier  confirms  what  tlie 
beautiful  dissections  of  Scarpa  had  sliewn, 
namely,  that  the  parte  of  the  arterial  eys* 
tcni  ntan-ist  the  trunk  have  not  less  nume- 
rtms  eommuuicatious  tlian  those  which  ate 
more  distant  We  find  in  the  notes  with 
which  Bmichet  has  enriched  the  work  of 
Hodgson,  a  case  in  which  tlic  loft  «.nbcla- 
vian  and  several  of  its  branches  had  be- 
come oblitemted  by  the  prcetore  of  an 
aneurism  of  the  aorta,  the  parte  cOBtinn- 
iqg  apparmtiy  well  sappUed. 

Cum  o/'  Ligature  of  the  Eitertial  Iliac  /ii  ierif. 

Ligature  of  the  external  Uiac  appears  at 

first  sight  more  difficult  and  dangerous 
tliau  tliat  of  the  subclavian;  such,  however, 
is  not  the  case.  Several  proceetliugs  may 
be  adopted.  The  first  coneists  in  dividing 


the  parietes  of  the  abdomen  parallel  to  tlie 

direction  of  the  artery,  becrinninir  at  thm 
point  where  it  passes  under  the  crunil  nrrh, 
and  aiictuding  towards  the  umbilicu.s, 
rallol  to  the  external  edge  of  the  rectus 
muscle.  In  the  scconil  ])rocptMlinir  the  pa- 
rietes are  divided  in  the  direction  of  th« 
iliac  artery,  parallel  to  the  omial  arck ,  and 
at  half  an  inch  above  it ;  this  is  the  n>e. 
thod  of  Abemethy.  The  third,  calk<l  thsit 
of  Astley  Cooper,  consists  in  makiiijg;^ 
through  the  paiieteeof  theahdomen,  above 
the  crural  arch,  an  incision  across,  which 
commences  above  the  anterior  and  superior 
spine  of  the  crest  of  the  os  ilium,  and  ter- 
minates above  the  inguinal  ting. 

'Hie  inrisio'i.  affording  to  the  fir^st  m«*. 
thod,  gives  an  opening  parallel  to  tlie  lu*- 
tery,  but  which  is  limited  in  breadth  to 
t})o  extent  to  which  the  ed^  of  thewonnd 
t  I  'M*  of  l)(5n!^  <fpr*aratcd ;  and  if  is  ;?Ko 
aUcnded  by  the  risk  of  involving  Uic  pcn- 
toneom.  I^ie  incision  parallel  to  tho  «m- 
ral  arch,  being  at  right  angles  to  the  artery, 
aiVdrds  arreat  facility  in  the  various  stej>s 
of  tiie  operation ;  and,  besides,  it !;»  wade 
just  wliere  the  peritoneum  almndons  the 
nb<!ni:i!n.il  jmrietes  to  bo  reflected  on  t!:e 
pelviii,  and  where  cellular  tissue  and  fat 
fiU  up  the  triangular  space  left  at  llm 
point  of  separation.  This  gives  mora  fiu 
cilitv  in  tnn'i;^!'  n'-i'li-  fJv-  vritMFicnni ;  it 
may,  h>Avev(ji,  produce  the  iii»k  i»t  wound* 
ing  the  epigastric  arteiy,  if  the  incisioa  1m 
carried  beyond  the  inguinal  ring.  The  11. 
gature  in  either  case  may  be  app}!'''1  at  a 
greater  or  less  height  Hhen  very 
we  get  far  from  the  tumor,  hot  incur  the 
hazard  of  opcninc:  the  i)eritaneum ;  wlu  a 
very  low  we  avoid  this  danger,  but  the  li- 
gature a»mc8  so  close  to  the  tumor,  and  ^ 
origin  of  the  epigastric  artery,  that  the 
aneuri^'m  mnv  become  secondarily  afle<^id 
with  iufiammation ;  and  its  inferior  extre* 
mity  continuing  to  be  traversed  bjr  the 
Mmid  of  the  epigastric,  may  preserve  its 
calibre,  and  kt  ep  up  the  cirrnlation  in  tlie 
aneurism ai  tumoi.  1'he  folio wiug  iMse 
vrill  serve  to  iUnstrate  the  application  of 

tbeM?  princi])les. 

Francis  lierger,  an  old  soldier,  aged  4o, 
of  strong  constitution,  sanguine  traipera- 
nient,  irascible  dis}N>sition,  uadeiacffDit 
in  June  lHi5  to  raise  a  ]>lti!ik,  one  end  of 
wiiich  rested  against  tiiu  left  groin.  He 
experienced  sharp  hot  nmmentary  pain  in 
the  part,  but  which  did  not  prevent  him 
from  continuing  his  work.  At  the  end  of 
two  months  he  perceived,  abuut  two  inches 
lielow  the  crural  arch,  a  tumor  the  size  of 
a  hazel-nut,  which  wa*;  pt  rft  etly  indolent, 
and  to  which  he  paid  uo  attendon.  Thb 
tnmor  made  almoet  inseniiUe  program  till 
June  1816,  when  the  patient  having  again 
made  a  powerful  exertion,  the  tumnrjsnd- 
denly  ac4uirid  the  r>ize  of  a  hen's  egg,  and 
soon  after  wns  still  further  incraaied^so  that 
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ke  was  fain  to  seek  advic«,  and  entered  the 
H6tBl  Dim  ADgaH23,  IH16. 

The  tnmor  occupit'<!  thr  rrnir^c  of  thc 
left  femoral  artery,  ami  had  then  Uie  size 
tluqie  €f  m  large  ]K-ar,  with  the  Imm 
lipwardiw  If  compresKion  waH  made  at 
tiSc  end  of  the  aboominal  aorta,  on  that 
|Mut  of  tiui  external  iliac  which  corre- 
9poniB  to  the  horisonlid  portion  of  tho 
pnbtfi,  all  raorement  in  the  tiunor  was 
suspended,  while  at  the  some  time  it  di- 
minisihed  in  sizv  aiul  tension. 

Two  iiu  tbcde  of  treatment  might  have 
>M>f>n  a<l  ]  ti  ll  — rnmpre^^iion  niiv^  liirntnre. 
11  the  iormer  did  not  answer,  it  would  at 
kaftt  facilitate  the  siiccefn  of  the  other.  I 
bad  a  machine  conRtnietcd  by  Sirhcnry, 
one  of  OUT  vnnsi  intelligent  rntltr*,  by 
mt«n»i  of  which  the  saerum  being  taken  is 
ft  ^'fif  d'tippuii  eompKasion  was  made  with 
a  pad  :tii<l  screw  on  thc  extremity  of  the 
extenial  iliac.  This  instrmnent  iM-ins:  ap- 
plied about  half  an  ineii  above  the  crural 
archfthecircnlatioii  wasperfectly  raspended 
in  the  arteries  beneath  as  well  as  in  the  tu- 
mor, to  which  a  bladder  of  pounded  ice 
was  applied. 

8iich  w«a  the  first  ftppanrtns  employed 
in  the  r««K»  of  Berger,  and  we  did  not 
fail  speedily  to  percdve  its  imperfections. 
Pulsation  retafned  in  the  tomor  whenever 
the  patient  spoke,  coughed,  or  made  the 
filightest  movement,  mtuI  the  pain  became 
intolerable,  especiaiis  tluring  the  applica- 
tion of  the  ice.  ^''arin1l«  Improvements 
were  made  npon  tlu-  histntmcnt,  but  none 
of  them  uruved  efiicaciuus,  and  it  was 
abandoned  on  the  1^  of  Se|>tember,  at 
which  time  w>me  apparent  diminution  in 
the  tumor  Imd  taken  place.  Another  in 
strument  was  then  hftd  recourse  to,  and 
penwmd  in  till  the  9th  of  Octolier; 
when  IJerger  positively  refused  to  submit 
to  it  any  longer,  notu  i'b^tuiKliiiiij  that 
hopes  were  entertaiitnl  oi  ils  jimving 
fOceenifttL  The  patient  earnestly  de- 
manding  to  be  c»prniTcd  iipnn,  it  was  re- 
solved  to  comply  with  his  wishes  on 

choiaiii. 

[An  elaborate  account  was  then  given 
by  M.  Du|mytren  of  tlie  various  stages  of 
the  operation.  To  the  English  student  it 
fa  enotti^  to  that  the  method  of  Siv 
Astlcy  Cooper  was  adoptc<l :  but  a  lig:i- 
ture,  li'attente,  was  applie<l,  and  bronTl't 
out  at  Uie  upper  angle  of  thc  wooud  j  tiic 
Ugtftuie  which  wie  tl|^lened  being  nt  the 
lower  anirle.] 

During  the  dav  thc  patient  experienced 
no  nnmoncee  or  the  nmb,  and  tlw  heat 
remained  the  same  as  in  the  other  mem- 
bers. The  eoiintenanee,  )!o\v«>ver,  was 
iliaugeU,  and  he  liud  a  good  deal  uf  pain 
in  the  abdomen,  with  eonetant  etnetatioo, 
followed  by  fifver  and  grrai  anxiety.  ITc 
WW  bled,  had  infusion  of  camomile  and 


anise,  with  drv  fHction,  to  the  abdomen. 
Next  day,  the  heatof  the  limb  was  greater 

than  tliat  of  the  np|Misite  side;  the  pain 
at  thc  epigastrium  wai>  verv  acute,  and  the 
fftomaeh  very  mneh  dittenoed.  The  polie 
less  developed  than  thc  preceding  evening ; 
the  fuee  pinehed  ;  thc  tnngtte  dry  and  black. 
A  iavcmoat  was  ordered,  consisting  of 
a  decoction  of  tamarinds —two  onneee  of 
the  fruit  to  eii^ht  of  water;  but  as  this  did 
not  produce  any  cflect,  a  second  was  given, 
composed  Of  two  ounces  of  tamarinds  to 
ten  of  an  infkition  of  camoinilc  flowers. 
This  ua<;  returned  in  a  short  time,  tinged 
with  fecal  matter,  and  it  produced  the 
discharge  of  mndi  flatus,  whidi  relieved 
the  patient  for  the  moment  and  procured 
him  a  little  sleep.  But  the  pain  in  the 
epiga.strium  soon  recurred,  and  it  wa»  at- 
tended with  a  oonstant  evaenation  of  ns 
by  the  mouth.  In  thc  mi^ldle  of  the  aaj 
the  facf  became  strongly  t«»loured,  thc 
pulse  hard  and  frequent;  the  pain  ex- 
tended to  the  hy|K>chondria.  Two  palettes 
and  a  half  of  blood  were  taken  fn»in  the 
ann;  emollient  lavements  and  lemonade 
were  prescribed,  The  pains  were  thna 
BoothfHl  a  ttttloy  and  some  honnf  deep  ob> 
tained. 

In  the  evening  the  mind  was  somewhat 
diatnrbeJ;  tlw  patient  did  not  recolleet 

any  thing  that  hajiiKned  durint;  the  day; 
the  cpit2;n.<5trium  vas  ctmstttnliy  painful, 
teniae,  and  resonant  on  percussion.  Eruc- 
tation ccmtinual ;  the  tongne  red  and  dry ; 
the  pulse  hmd  and  fiv«|uent.  lilecding 
again  to  two  palettes  in  thc  night.  By 
means  of  lavements,  and  narttenhurly  by 
tile  repeated  introdnctiim  of  a  gum  clastic 
wnmd  into  the  rcetum,  a  great  quantity  of 
flatus,  but  no  fecal  matter,  was  voided. 
Some  more  sleep. 

On  the  thinl  day,  the  fi^wre  was  no 
longer  leathered  up  as  on  tlie  prccrdinej 
evening.  The  patient  was  less  disturbed  j 
thc  symptoms  presented  by  the  tongue, 
pulse,  ruid  skin,  were  nil  fuvonraMe;  the 
pain  at  thc  pit  of  the  stomach  was  less 
severe.  lemonade  and  lavements  conti- 
nned,  with  half  an  oonee  of  eastor-oU  to 
cael)  f  r  the  l:»?f»  r   Tlie  nrine  wti«? copious. 

On  liic  iuurih  day  thc  pulse  almost  na* 
taval,  the  tongne  moistened,  and  the  pains 
at  the  ei>iga>trium  less  severe.  Much 
eructation.  The  limb  had  lost  none  of  its 
sensibility,  contractility,  or  ordinary  tern- 
petatnre.  Two  bouillons  were  gi\  en  in  tho 
rfinr^f  nf  the  day  ;  lemonade  and  lavc- 
mentii,  with  frc(|ucnt  introduction  of  the 
sound.  In  the  evmli^y  the  same  state. 
Several  hours  sleep  in  the  nig^t,  hut  iU' 
termpted  with  tircjomc  reveries. 

Toe  bandage  being  iioakcd  through  on 
the  ftfth  day  with  suppuration,  it  was  re- 
moved without  any  puin  to  the  patient. 
A  little  black  spot,  about  two  lines  in  dia- 
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meter,  wan  observed  near  the  tipper  or  ex- 
ternal angle  of  the  woimd  :  tliis  was  pro- 
bably uwiug  to  the  coniprpsaioD  of  the 
8pica.  The  anenrismal  tumor  mu  re^ 
duced  to  a  third  of  its  rolume,  and  did  not 
pu!«ite.  The  pnpliteal and  posterior  tibial 
arteries  did  not  pulsate  either,  though 
tbey  were  evidently  Aill.  The  eligbtost 
tomh  of  the  hand  was  felt  over  all  tJie 
limb,  and  the  heat,  <io  far  from  beiiv^  di- 
minished, wa^i  ratlicr  uugnieuted.  The 
fiaia  of  the  cpigtstriom  was  almost  wholly 
one;  the  other  symptoms  still  lingered, 
'he  wound  was  dressed  with  strips  of 
cerate  and  fine  charpie,  kept  on  by  eam^ 
presses  and  a  tnangular  banaage.  la  tlie 
night,  after  mtu-h  tli^turhance  and  some 
delirium,  two  emuiiicat  lavements  took 
away  a  eopious  stool  of  Uaek  and  eon- 
sis  tent  matter. 

The  sixth  day  was  passed  ouietly,  but 
on  tile  seventh  tiiere  was  a  slight  acceshiou 
of  feverishnessagain.  Tbewound,however, 
was  healthv-looking,  and  the  suppuration 
abuudauL  kemedi(»cantiuttedi  bowelsfur- 
^er  relieved;  some  appetite ezpeiienoed. 
On  the  eighth  day  the  patient  was  going 
on  very  well.  During  tlu  Mib-^efiMrnt 
dressings  the  tumor  was  Irequcuilv  ob- 
served to  palmate :  it  ww  quite  sensible  to 
tlie  tdueh,  but  still  more  so  to  the  sig^ht 
when  a  fixed  point  was  taken  as  a  tenn  of 
comparison  on  observing  the  tumor  with 
close  attention.  Bowels  eon  tinned  open, 
and  some  sleep  was  enjoyed.  There  was 
now  no  lunger  anv  pain  in  tlie  epigastric 
region,  nor  was  the  emctation  any  longer 
troublesome. 

While  dressintj  on  the  ninth  day,  some 
extremely  strong  puisauons  were  observed 
on  the  leh  side  of  the  abdomen,  a  few  lines 
above  tile  Avtuind :  tliey  were  apparently 
belonging  to  the  external  iliue  artery. 
The  aneurismal  tumor  also  presented  pul. 
sations  still  more  distinct  toan  nsaal;  yet 
a  diminution  was  every  day  tal  irTi:  ]i!;irt: 
in  its  volume.  The  little  black  spot  be- 
fore-mentioned bad  now  nearly  altogether 
disappeared.  A  little  vinde  Bordeaux  even- 
ing and  morning.  Hiccups  were  noticed 
between  the  tenth  and  tw  elfth  days,  fre- 
quent enoDgh  to  interrupt  sleep,  but  an* 
attended  by  any  otiier  serious  symptom. 
During  the  night  of  the  twelfth  day  some 
pains  of  the  limbs  occurred,  nut  very  se- 
vere, but  impressing  the  mind  of  the  pa- 
tient Ktron^ly  eaon^h  to  banish  his  Iiiecup. 

The  pulsations  ubscned  in  the  resiun 
of  the  external  iliac  artery  bad  ceased  on 
the  fourteenth  day.  Those  of  the  tumor 
w  ere  irregular  and  intermitting ;  the  in- 
termissions sometimes  lastin^r  for  &cs  cral 
seconds.  On  the  sixteenth  day  the  tvro 
ligatures  came  away  together  wad  of  them- 
selves. 

On  the  twealieth  day  a&er  the  operar 


tlott,  the  pulsations  of  the  tumor  wetw 

uite  sensible  to  both  touch  and  »igtit. 
'he  wound  was  dressed  twice  a  day  ;  ilje 
8ui)puralion  very  abundant.  LaveuiLat^ 
every  two  or  three  davs,  to  combat  the  ha- 
bitual constipation  of  the  patient.  The 
angles  of  the  wound  began  to  cicatrize  oa 
the  twenty-third  day,  and  sono  fiingmia 

f:raniilations  were  reprcKScd  by  means  of 
iinar  ratistie  Some  streali*;  «  f  b!..«»r| 
Were  pereeived  this  uiormng  and  ev  tuinflf 
among  the  pns  in  dressing;  and  towanb 
night  the  iir.st  han)iorrliage  was  observed  tu 
have  soaked  the  bandage.  The  quantity 
of  blood  might  amount  to  about  half  a 
palette.  On  removing  the  bandage^  evecy 
care  was  taken  to  ascertain  whence  the 
blood  had  flowed,  but  in  vain;  it  had  now 
ceased;  so  the  wound  was  dressed  aitBtnal. 

A  set ond  h.i  indrrhage  ensued  the  next 
day,  still  more  abundant  than  the  first:  it 
was  attended  with  sharp  pain  m  liie  wuuud. 
The  bhM>d  wm*  arterial,  and  seemed  to 
Come  fn»ni  the  l  ^w  i  r  ]i;tvt  of  the  wound. 
C  ompressiou  with  the  index  and  middle 
hngcr  of  the  right  hand,  an  inch  above  the 
wound,  had  no  effect :  below  the  wound  it 
suppressed  the  flow,  and  gave  time  tt> 
eleauM?  the  parts  from  clots.  A  graduated 
compress  was  substituted  for  the  fingerv, 
and  it  was  kept  on  by  the  elastic  and  cir- 
cular banda|re  already  menticmed ;  charpio 
was  supcraaded.  'I'he  ligure  uf  the  pa- 
tient was  now  altered,  and  the  eructatum 
once  more  came  on. 

The  iliac  artery,  on  beiug  raised  with  a 
sound,  could  be  distinctly  seen, and  might 
be  compressed  with  the  finger.  Evetj 
time  this  was  done  the  iMiKatitms  ceased 
in  the  tumor.  It  was  eveuiually  tied,  and 
for  six  days  after  thou  was  no  Mcumnce 
of  the  i)ulsation.  But  in  other  respects, 
comjiresidou  of  this  artery  above  the  liga- 
ture had  no  influence  iu  repressing  the 
pulsations  of  the  tumor:  the  Uood  whidi 
cansid  them  came  from  a  more  distant  ^ 
source  i  in  fact,  by  compressing  the  ven- 
tral aorta,  tliey  were  IhUy  cheeked.  It 
was  therefore  clear  that  the  blood  did  not 
come  from  the  end  of  the  artery  which  had 
been  tied,  but  from  vesseh^  placed  between 
the  ligature  and  the  ventral  aorta:  and 
wh:\t  vr  >,sr]  f  unld  it  be,  unless  it  were  the 
iutemui  iliac  artciy,  joined  perhaps  by 
the  substernal  ? 

But  by  what  tnmk  was  it  that  the 
blood  was  conveyed  to  ihr  aneurismal  sac? 
The  femoral  artery  preseuted  no  pulsation 
below  the  tumor,  and  its  compression  ap- 
Beared  t<»  inerea  e  rather  lliun  diminish  it. 
Was  it  l)y  the  profnnda  ?  The  position  of 
this  artery  behind  tJic  tumor  rendered  it 
difficult  to  say.  Was  it,  in  fine,  by  the 
Cpigastrie  artery  ?  The  (lonble  conitnuni- 
cation  of  this  vessel  willi  the  substernal 
and  obtufitrix  is  well  known ;  nor  ia  it  a 
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rare  tliinjj  t!int  a  very  considerable  arterial 
branch  should  extend  from  tbe  cue  to  the 
other  of  these  arteriet.  This  idea  induced 
me  to  examine  carefully  the  course  t.f  the 
epigastric  arter>','and  it  wa<5with  no  small 
surprise  that  I  felt  strung  polaations 
nloiig  that  course,  even  through  the  thick- 
ness of  the  abdominal  parictes,  nTid  espe- 
cially in  the  Ticinity  of  the  tumor.  It 
hence  teemed  prohable  that  tbe  epit^astrie 
arteiy  was  the  principal  agent  in  restoring 
the  pulsaticms  to  the  tumor,  and  that  in 
this  case,  as  it  sometimes  happens  alter 
tying  the  primitiTe  carotid,  the  very  faci- 
lity of  communication,  so  far  from  favour- 
ing the  enre,  is  the  cause  of  the  reprodnc- 
ti«»n  of  the  tlisordcr.  in  the  present  in- 
stance, that  facility  had  the  additional  in. 
convenience  or  i;i\iii^  rise  to  hemorrhages 
that  miu;lit  prove  fatal. 

Every  one  knows  the  danger  of  consecu- 
tive hemorrhages,  and  that  with  an  equal 
or  even  a  less  considerable  loss  of  blood, 
they  arc  far  more  to  be  dreaded  than  pri- 
mitive ones.  Tjeft  to  the  efforts  of  nature, 
the  latter  would  seem  to  lead  to  the  death 
of  the  patient  cither  immediately  or  by 
giving  rise  to  some  fatal  affection.  I  was 
aware  that  a  hasmorrhajB^e,  (maeh  lew  seH- 
ous  than  the  present,  it  is  true,)  had  termi- 
nated spoil »nn<  ously  in  a  patient  operated 
on  by  M.  M(»ulaud :  but  1  was  also  aware 
that  another  hemorrhage  bad  been  fatal  to 
n  patient  operated  on  even  l)y  Sir  Astlev 
t'ooper  him"jelf.  Now  it  was  not  mv  wish 
to  abandon  my  jiaticnt  citlx  r  to  the  chance 
that  saved  the  one  or  tlie  misfortune  that 
seized  the  other.  I^;!  the  difficulties 
which  presented  themselves  to  me  were 
smnerons.  Did  the  blood  come  from  the 
«pl)er  or  the  lower  orifice  of  the  artery  ? 
In  the  former  case,  the  ligature  having 
come  ofl'  some  time  before,  and  the  artery 
con.secjueiitly  having  become  retracted,  it 
seemed  almost  impossible  to  effect  the  ty- 
ing of  it  anew.  It  wn-;,  however,  more 
probable  that  the  haMnoi  i  iia^c  was  from 
the  lowered.  Supposing  this  to  be  the 
case,  it  still  rcnniincd  to  find  a  means  of 
stopping  it.  Ought  the  lower  end  of  the 
artery  to  be  tied  above  tlie  tum<»r  r — but  be 
sides  that  this  end  was  rerv  short,  which 
■would  render  the  ligature  almost  impossi- 
ble to  be  fixed  without  cutliu:;  into  the 
tnmor.  the  said  end  would  further  be  em- 
bedded in  an  inflamed  cellnlar  tissue,  and 
tlius  participate  in  thai  condition  nliirh 
renders  l)ie  coats  of  the  vessels  so  divisible 
that  the  rtry  best  managed  ligatures  could 
not  fail  of  cutting  through  almost  Imme- 
diately the  parts  to  wliicTi  thev  shonM  he 
applied,  and  haemorrhage  w  ould  iufaliibly 
supervene.  And  farther,  if  the  ligature 
were  below  the  origin  of  the  ejugastric  ar- 
terjTy  the  latter  alone  might  Itcep  up  the 


hirmorrhage  by  pouring  out  the  blood 
which  it  received,  to  all  appearance,  from 
the  internal  mammary,  or  the  obtnratrix. 
Ought  we  to  tie  the  fnink  nf  tlie  femoral 
artery  below  the  aneurismul  t  unar,  with  a 
view  to  prevent  the  blood  from  returning 
by  this  artery  to  the  tumor? — but  here 
there  wn«?  a  doubt  whetlier  this  was  the 
source  of  the  lucmorrhage ;  and,  moreover, 
such  ligature  would  be  applied  below  the 
origin  of  the  ])rof  ni  l  i  ^W  this,  so  Ikr 
from  arresting  the  h.i^morrhacre,  seemed 
lilcely  rather  to  increase  iL  In  line,  ought 
we  to  open  longitndinalty  the  anetirismal 
tumor  in  the  way  usually  adopted  for  ope. 
niling  on  aneurism  by  incision' — in  order 
toeflect  this,  one  thing  was  essentially  ru- 

a ttisite— namely,  to  be  able  to  susjiend  the 
ow  of  blood  into  the  limb  during  thco])e- 
ration.  The  blood,  in  fact,  which  would 
not  fail  to  rush  into  tlie  tumor  by  the  epi- 
gastric arter}',  or  the  femoral  itself,  would 
infallibly  n  nder  the  op-ration  dangerous. 
Former  experiments  had  certainly  ^hcwu 
that  it  wa-s  ijo.ssible  to  suspend,  lor  the 
time,  the  flow  of  blood  into  the  lower  parts 
of  the  body  by  means  of  eompressinn,  ex 
ercLsed  from  left  to  right  on  the  vcntml 
aorta:  but  besides  that  the  contraction  of 
the  muscles  occasioned  hy  the  pain,  the 
least  motion  on  the  part  of  the  patient,  or 
the  least  hesitation  in  the  assistant,  could 
deprive  ns  altogether  of  this  resource,  it  ap- 
peared very  difficult  to  proceed  to  tie  the 
epigastric,  the  profunda,  and  tlw  femoral 
itself,  in  the  very  tumor,  without  extreme 
risk.  Such  were  the  reflections  which  In- 
dtu  d  nie  to  abandon  the  idea  of  ligature 
and  to  employ  compression,  which,  though 
less  certain  in  general  than  ligature,  gave 
.some  security  against  the  danger  which 
the  latter  might  occasion. 

But  in  order  that  the  compression 
should  be  dBcadons,  it  should  he  so  ma- 
naged  as  that  it  should  bear  precisely  on 
the  point  which  gave  issue  to  the  blood  ; 
and  the  difficulty  was  to  find  that  point. 
For  this  purpose,  I  renewed  mv  atteini)ts 
at  compression  both  above  an<t  belo;v  the 
wound  :  the  former  nllowcd  tlie  hl-unl  to 
flow,  ilie  latter  invariably  stopped  it.  The 
blood,  therefore,  came  from  tne  lower,  not 
the  upper  end,  and  consenucntly  it  was 
clear  which  part  ougiit  to  be  compressetl. 
This  compression,  besides,  having  nothing 
more  fo  subdue  than  an  effort  %vhich  was 
already  much  diminished  hy  the  anasto. 
muses,  seemed  to  present  no  sjuali  chance 
of  success. 

Scarcely  had  an  hoar  and  a  half  elapsed 
when  the  hanmnrThage  appeared  for  the 
third  time;  the  bandage,  howiver,  was 
scarcely  stained:  the  comprcs&iou  was 
augmented,  and  the  h.Tmorrhage  onco 
more  suppresaod.    In  the  course  of  an 
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hour,  th»  cooniWMimi  bdng  wtort,  thcra 

WaA  a  fourth  flow  of  blood,  which  was  stis- 

Een<!etJ  as  before ;  bat  the  compression  bore 
eaviljf  on  the  p&tient.  The  lower  margin 
of  the  wound  was  mnk,  the  opfterelerated 

ab<int  half  an  inch  above  the  cusliion  of 
the  baoilaKe,  and  the  thickn<^«i  of  the  lat- 
ter was  full  half  an  inch ;  so  that  mat- 
ter was  criticsL  Waa  it  ta  tlna  tiiat  the 
extraordinary  and  im^pectcd  retnm  of 
the  pulsations  and  of  the  repeated  hsiiMnr- 
fliaipet  was  to  be  attfibvled?  I  mean, 
was  it  to  be  attributed  to  the  promptitude 
and  facility  with  which  the  flow  <>f  blood 
was  re-established  below  tlie  ligatured 
Wbat  else  eonld  it  be  that  oeeaeioned  the 
renewal  of  the  j  nl^a^ions  on  the  sixth  day, 
and  of  tlic  h;i;morrhages  which  came  on 
eight  days  after  the  fall  of  the  ligatures, 
■aul  twentf^Uiree  after  the  operation. 

Upon  repiovin>]f  thebar^iajf^  nnd  cleans- 
ing the  wouud,  three  clot$  ol  hardened 
blood  were  extracted  from  it,  when  Imao- 
diatcly  a  flooding  ensued ;  but  it  was 
stanncher!  by  the  apjilication  of  thr<  f  >re 
finder  of  the  right  hand.  So  speedily  was 
this  obliged  to  be  done,  that  there  vnas  no 
opport  unity  of  ascertaininpt'xactly  whether 
the  haemorrhage  really  came  from  the 
lower  orifice  of  the  artery,  as  we  were  pre- 
>  ioitidy  led  to  beliereu  But  by  suspending 
the  com])rf  v^ic-T  for  a  ?5econd,  alitH  >  blood 
was  seen  to  liow  from  the  lower  r>rifice. 
Daring  dieee  experiments,  pledgets  sprin- 
kled with  powdered  roMn  were  prepared, 
and  on  the  remoral  of  the  fin:?pr  one  of 
them  was  placed  in  the  bottom  of  the 
wound.  Other  pledgets  were  then  sncces- 
siv«  1v  put  over  tne  first,  and  the  wound  he- 
iii^  Ihu.H  exactly  filled,  a  thick  and  trian- 
gnlarly-shapc<l  compress  was  laid  over  all. 
The  patient  bore  ul  this  tolerably  welL 
Tlie  leer  and  thicrh  were  llien  fli  xed  upon 
the  pelvis,  and  maintained  in  that  position 
by  a  cnshion  placed  nnder  the  ham. 

On  the  twenty. fifth  day  it  waspin  eivcd 
that  lli<Te  liad  been  a  large  flow  of  blood 
on  the  inner  side  uf  ilie  spica  of  the  groin, 
thoogh  the  bandni^e  was  not  altogether 
]>enetmtcd  liy  it.  Plt'di-cets  of  charpic  were 
ap]ilicd,  and  itept  on  by  a  new  spica.  The 
day  following  a  large  exudation  of  blood 
and  pus  took  plaeo  between  the  skin  and 
tlie  banda^,  and  the  nhdnnien  wa^  tender 
for  some  inches  round  the  spica  of  the 
gmin ;  but  the  ineonvenicnoe  toon  sub. 
sided. 

A  fifth  hiT'inorrli.iifc  fieenrred  on  the 
tiiirlictii  tluv,  uud  arterial  blood  was  ob- 
serred  to  flow  along  theserotnm;  it  was 
arrested  like  the  previous  ones,  and  it  was 
the  last  tliat  occurred. 

A  few  davs  after,  part  of  the  bandage 
was  remo?ea,  and  little  more  uas  left  than 
the  tampons  in  the  wound  i  the  nuugins  of 


tfw  latter  wgff»  red,  and  exeoriated  fat  soma 
parts ;  they  were  onamd  with  eentc^  umA 

set  to  ricrht*. 

Nothing  reryimftortaut  occurred  till  tlw 
thirty.sixai  day,  when  it  was  ohmftd  tiMii 

thctnmorwas  soft  and  flabby;  itmitflit  ho 
touched  without  eausing  pain;  a  d«.vp 
fluctuation  wa-^  noticed  in  its  middle  auii 
upper  portion.  Was  this  an  absocas,  or  it 
sanguineous  effusion  owing  to  the  mptura 
of  the  aQeuris»m  ^  if  it  was  the  former,  it 
ought  to  be  opened ;  if  the  latter,  would  it 
not  be  exposing  the  patient  to  fretkb  bsa- 
morrhage  by  making  an  incision  Front 
the  previous  symptoms  it  was  judged  that 
the  former  vrns  the  safer  imo^ding ;  and 
aeconlintfly  a  bi<^t<nirv  was  plnnijfd  into 
the  part.  Nothing  but  a  little  sante>  wa^i 
at  nrst  discharged ;  but  by  pursuing  the 
ponctore  with  pr^urf,  an  abundanee  aC 
the  «5amc  matter,  mixed  with  a  little  Tery 
thick  pus,  was  brought  away.  The  part 
was  dressed  twice  a  day,  and  Ibr  some 
time  a  large  quantity  of  pus  was  dis. 
charged;  the  pntit  nt  fv-f^ntime being  kept 
on  decoction  of  kma  and  wine  and  water. 

From  the  forty-second  to  the  forty.dghtli 
day  the  convalesceneo  of  the  pi  tint  seemed 
established  ;  yet,  as  he  was  in  hiw  spir  ts, 
and  likely  to  he  aflected  with  fever  if  there 
were  not  some  immediate  change,  it  was 
judged  proper  to  transfer  bis  residence  to 
one  of  the  most  bustling  quavs  of  the  capi- 
tal, and  to  alter  ids  diet  ana  mode  of  life. 
In  eight  days  the  wound  became  eicatriseed, 
and  he  waH  soon  able  to  move  alnnit. 
ThuH,  alter  about  two  months  of  serious 
and  threatening  accidents,  Rergcr  was  at 
last  pronounced  to  |)e  ])<_  rfcctly  cured. 

Three  years  after  the  operation  the  limb 
was  in  no  wise  altered  in  volume  or  shapes 
and  was  as  nearly  as  possible  as  strong  aa 
the  enrre??|>onding  member.  Neither  the 
heat,  sennibility,  or  muscular  motivity  of 
the  part,  was  in  the  least  degree  altered. 
Til  the  circulation  there  was  nothing  re- 
markable. The  patient  used  fre<|uentiy  to 
go  f«evcral  leagues  on  foot,  and  pursued  his 
daily  (»ecupations  withont  tremble  or  ftt. 
tiguc:  he  had  even  irone  n  jnnrrtey  of 
above  forty  lei^u^  without  inconvenience. 
There  vras,  however,  a  feebleoeM  of  the 
walls  of  the  abdomen  aUiot  the  place  of 
the  o]M>rntion  ;  and  on  this  acoount  ha  WIS 
obliged  to  wear  a  belt. 

In  the  year  1827,  eleven  yean  after  the 
ligature  of  the  iliac  artery,  Ber^u  r  uas  in 
the  most  satisfaetnry  condition,  and  tliere 
wai»  nothing  iu  his  ease  to  detract  from 
the  eompleteness  of  the  cure :  he  still 
went  (Ml  n  ith  his  toilsome  trade  of  a  tn;\>^im. 

The  details  which  I  have  here  given 
render  any  wlditional  supplementary  re> 
marks  supcrfluons;  I  shail  only  observe, 
that  the  two  operations  here  described^ 
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together  with  that  whkli  I  hftye  m  lOte 

manner  practised  on  the  primitive  ouvtid, 
sufliciently  sh<nv  the  immense  resources 
tiiat  we  at  thi<»  day  possess  in  the  treat- 
ment of  anenrismiy  whicb  bsve  been  nntU 
a  comparatively  iccent  period  deemed  per- 
fecUy  inenniUe. 


ON  A   PARTTCUI.AR  CLASS  OF 
MUSCULAR  MOV  FOMENTS. 

In  a  iMUrfmn  M.  C  us  vb£  bi.  to  M,  Ampere. 

You  require  of  me  a  description  of  the  ex- 
periments I  made  in  18 12,  to  know  whe- 
ther it  be  true,  as  several  persons  as.sured 
me,  (/bet  m  pendulum ffcrmtd  of  a  heuvy  body 
and  tt  Jlesible  cord,  Oiciltates  when  held  in  tht* 
hand  over  a  certain  bodif^  though  tht  arm  l<;  not 
moved.  You  consider  these  experiments  to 
posseM  some  importance.  On  yielding  to 
the  reasons  whii  !i  yon  me  for  ptihlish- 
ing  tlieni,  be  it  allowed  me  to  say,  that  I 
bad  need  of  all  the  dependence  whieh  I 
hare  in  your  sagacity,  to  come  to  the  mo. 
lution  of  plaeini*  before  the  public  facta 
of  a  dc!»criptiou  so  diti'ereut  from  those 
which  I  had  been  hitherto  in  the  habit  of 
submitting  to  it. 

'The  pcndiilnm  I  ust-d  \va<;  an  iron  ring 
from  a  hempen  cord :  it  bad  btcu  arrauged 
by  a  penon  who  was  very  desirona  that  I 
should  myself  verify  the  phenomenon 
whieh  displayed  itself,  when  suspended 
over  water  from  a  block  of  metal  or  a 
livinjBr  being— a  phenomenon  of  which  he 
made  mc  a  witness.  It  was  not,  I  own, 
withtiut  surprise  that  I  beheld  it  rc-pro- 
dneed,  when  having  myself  seiated  with  my 
M  :  I  <  t  hand  the  throul  of  the  pcndolum,  1 
placed  the  latter  over  the  mercury  of  my 
pneumatic  tub,  over  an  anvil,  and  also 
om  eevend  animals,  I  oondnded 
fnm  my  experiments,  that  if  there  was,  as 
thev  ft«t*?nn"a  me,  hut  n  certain  number  of 
bodies  calculated  to  produce  the  oscilla- 
tions of  the  pendulum,  it  might  happen 
that  on  interposing  other  b«iaie8  between 
the  form rr, and  the  pendulum  when  mnvincr, 
the  latter  nnfjht  be  stopped.  Nutwiih. 
standing  my  previous  opinion,  my  asto- 
nishment was  E^rca*,  whiMi,  after  having 
taken  with  my  hA\  hard  a  plate  of  glass, 
a  cake  of  resin,  &.c.  aud  hav  ing  placed  one 
of  these  bodies  between  the  mercury  and  the 
pendulum  whieh  o'^eillatcd  ovt  r  it,  T  pcr- 
tfived  tlic  oseillations  to  diminish  in  ex- 
tent, and  to  be  destroved  altogether.  They 
reoomroeneed  when  the  intermediate  Ixxly 
was  withdrawn,  and  were  again  (Ustr-'VLd 
by  the  interpo$>ition  of  the  same  body. 
This  succession  of  plienomena  was  repent- 
ed a  great  many  times  with  a  reiy  remark- 


able constancy,  whether  the  intermediata 

body  was  held  by  myself,  or  hy  ;iri\  other 
person.  The  more  extraordinary  these  ef- 
fects appear^  to  roe,  the  more  I  felt  the 
necessity  of  verifying  whether  they  were 
really  fon  ii^^n  U)  all  mu-^mlar  motion  of 
the  ami,  a.s  hail  been  stated  to  me  in  the 
most  positive  manner.  This  led  me  to 
rest  the  right  arm,  which  held  the  pendu- 
lum, on  a  wooden  support,  whieh  I  caused 
to  advance  at  pleasure  irom  the  shoulder 
to  the  hand,  and  to  letum  fttmi  the  hand 
to  the  shonlder.  I  soon  remarlied  that  in 
the  former  case  it  decreased  in  proportion 
as  the  support  appr(»died  nearer  to  the 
hand,  and  that  it  ceased  when  the  fingero 
which  held  the  cord  were  themselves  sup- 
ported; whilst  in  the  second  case,  the 
contrary  eifect  took  place.  From  this  I 
thottght  it  very  pwbahle,  that  a  mnscolar 
motion  whieh  oeeurred  without  my  know- 
ing it  causeil  the  phenomenon,  and  1  could 
not  hut  attueli  importance  to  this  eonsi- 
deration,  iniLsmuch  as  I  had  some  vagne 
rccollt'ctioa  of  having  been  in  a  vcn*  parti- 
cular state,  when  my  eyes  followed  Uie 
(KKillations  described  by  the  pendnlnm 
which  I  hdid  in  my  hand. 

I  repeated  my  experiments,  the  arm 
perfectly  free,  and  I  was  convinced  that 
the  reooUection  just  now  mentioned  waa 
not  an  iUosion,  for  I  clearly  perceived  that 
at  the  same  time  that  my  eyes  followed 
the  pendulum  which  oscillated,  there  was 
in  me  a  dUpeeUian  or  iemdency  to  mMkm, 
which,  involuntary  as  it  sceniid  to  me, 
was  satisfied  in  pro])ortion  as  the  pendu- 
lum described  greater  arcs :  thcuce  I  ima- 
gined, that  if  1  repeated  the  exptriments 
with  the  eyes  covered,  the  results  raiijht  he 
altogether  different  from  those  which  1  ob- 
served. This  is  precisely  what  happened. 
Whilst  the  pendulum  osdllatcd  over  the 
mercury,  a  bandage  was  placed  over  my 
eyes:  the  motion  soon  diminished;  bat 
though  the  oscillations  were  feeble,  tfiey 
did  not  suffer  sensible  diminution  by  the 
prewnee  of  th"  hodius  v  hich  appeared  to 
arrest  them  in  my  hrst  experiments.  Fi- 
nally, setting  ont  fimn  the  moment  when 
the  pendulum  was  at  rest,  I  held  it  A»r  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  over  the  mercury  with- 
out it  resuming  its  nuitiuii,  and  at  this 
time  and  always,  withont  my  knowledge, 
elthir  thr  plateofglaas  or  the*  cake  of  resin 
Vk-as  inter [>f>se<l. 

I  intert)ret  the  phenomena  in  this  way* 
When  I  ndd  the  pendulum  in  my  imad,  a 
mnscnlnr  movement  of  niy  own,  though 
insensible  to  myself,  caused  the  pendulum 
to  quit  its  state  of  rest,  and  the  oscillations 
once  commenced  were  s»>on  increased  by 
till-  iiillnmec  wliidi  the  sight  exercised  in 
putting  mc  into  this  particular  state  aJ  dU- 
parilvm  ve  ieitdewy  to  meium.  Now,  H  mast 
he  acknowledged,  that  thismuicular  move* 
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ment,  whilst  it  is  inoMwed  by  thU  Mine 

disposition,  is,  however,  feeble  eiiotiirli  to 
be  arrested i  I  du  not  say  uoder  the  domi- 
nion of  the  will,  but  when  one  has  merely 
the  thoiiirht  pf'ti'ying  if  such  a  iliingwUl  arreU 
it.  There  is  then  an  intinuite  connexion 
established  between  the  performance  of 
certain  motionfl,  and  the  auft  of  thought  re- 
lating to  it,  thougl)  this  tliOQght  may  still 
not  be  tlie  will  which  commands  muscular 
motions.  It  is  in  this  that  the  phenomena 
I  'Iiave  described  ap])ear  to  me  to  be  of 
some  interest  in  jihysiol();ufy,and  wvn  in  the 
history  of  the  sciences:  they  prove  how 
easy  ft  is  to  taice  iUudans  for  nalities 
evesy  time  that  we  ave  engaged  in  phaMi> 
mena  in  which  our  organs  take  a  part, 
and  that  in  circumstances  which  have  not 
heen  snffielently  analy^. 

Accordingly,  let  mc  be  confined  to  make 
the  pendulum  oscillate  over  certain  bodies, 
and  to  the  ex])eriments  in  which  these  os 
ciilations  were  arrested  when  glass  or  resin 
was  interposed  between  the  pendulum  and 
the  bodies  which  seemed  lo  cause  its  mo- 
tion, and  certainly  f  could  have  no  reason 
not  to  believe  in  the  diviuinir  wand,  or 
any  otlier  thing  of  the  .same  kind.  Now, 
it  will  be  easily  conceived  how  men  of 
credibility,  and  otherwise  of  MiUghtened 
minds,  are  soinctinus  indooed  to  have  re. 
c«iurse  to  ideas  entirely  chimerical  for  the 

i)urpose  of  explaining  phenomena  which 
n  reality  do  not  spring  fiom  the  physical 
ivorld  with  which  we  are  acquainted*. 
Onoe  convinced  that  nothing  truly  extra- 
ordinaiy  existed  in  the  effects  which  had 
caused  me  so  much  surprise,  I  found  my. 
self  in  a  dispo<;ition  so  aiffercnt  from  that 
in  which  I  was  the  first  time  I  observed 
them,  that  long  after,  aad  at  different  pe- 
riods, I  tried  to  re-prodace  them,  but  al. 
ways  inefiectually. 

In  calling  your  testimony  to  a  fact 
which  ])asse<l  before  yoorejes twelve  veam 
since,  I  shall  i)rove  to  my  readers  that  I 
am  nut  the  only  person  on  whom  sight  has 
had  inflaenee  in  determining  the  oscilla- 
tions of  a  peiullllimi  held  in  the  hand. 
Yoii  remember,  no  doubt,  that  when  at 
your  house  with  General  P  ,  and  seve- 
ral other  persons,  my  experiments  became 
one  of  the  subjects  of  conversation  ;  that 
the  General  expressed  a  desire  to  know 

*  I  Clin  very  easily  fnnccive,  tlun  a  ninn,  whose 
entire  atteotion  is  lixod  on  tlic  motion  which  a 
rod  tint  he  holds  in  bu  hand  may  sMime,  by 
rtsMui  of  •  eseM  tmhooira  to  blaa,  can  nctlva 
from  the  sllglitcst  efrenmitsnco  the  tenitmef  <• 
motion  nccessftry  to  ilevclop  the  phennmcnnn 
with  nrhich  ho  l«  cnfjnptd  :  for  cxnmpU-,  it  tfiis 
man  is  K'dng  towards  n  •tj'ririp,  nnd  if  IiIr  t  yo-»  are 
nut  bandaged,  the  vi«w  of  the  spncioua  grei-u  turf 
on  which  be  wwXku  aay  caa<e  In  him,  without  his 
knowledge,  the  musculnr  motion  CHpable  of  dls« 
tarhhiK  the  rod*  by  the  coonesiM  established  be- 
tween tbs  Ides  pi  active  vrgvtatioD  nd  that  ef 
the  water. 


the  particulars  of  them,  and  that  after 

they  were  explainctl  to  him,  he  <leniod  m»t 
how  the  influence  of  sight  on  Uic  niotiuns 
of  the  pendidnm  was  contrary  to  all  his 
ideas.  You  recollect  that  on  my  propoa. 
ing  to  hiui  to  perform  the  ex]>erinunt  him- 
self, he  was  struck  with  auuueeiuent,  w  hen, 
after  haying  put  his  left  hand  on  his  eyes 
for  some  minutes  and  then  withdrawini^, 
he  saw  the  peudulum  which  he  held  in  the 
right  hand  absolutely  motionless,  thuogh 
it  was  oscillating  rapidly  at  the  momcBt 
when  his  eyes  luid  eensed  to  see  it. 

The  preceding  facts,  and  the  explanation 
I  have  given  of  them,  led  me  oeaaaot 
them  with  others  which  we  may  obsen-e 
every  day ;  by  lliis  connexion,  the  analy«iH 
of  these  becomos  at  once  more  simple  and 
more  medse  than  it  bad  been,  at  toe  sama 
time  tnat  there  is  formed  an  aggrt^j^te  oT 
facts,  tlic  general  explanation  of  whi(  h  1*1 
susc*eptible  of  considerable  extension,  liut 
before  going  thither,  let  ns  remember  that 
my  observations  pvesent  two  piiadpal  mr- 
cumstances 

Ist  To  think  that  a  pendulum  held 
the  hand  can  move,  and  that  it  movea 
without  the  individual  being  at  all  con- 
scious that  the  muscular  organ  impresses 
on  it  any  impulse :  that  Uthejint  fiui. 

2dly.  To  see  a  pendulum  oscillate,  an<l 
that  its  oscillations  bca)me  more  extended 
by  the  influence  of  the  sight  on  the  muscu- 
lar organ,  and  always  without  diemlMiB^ 
any  consciousness  of  it :  that  isawowf  f  'nct. 

The  tendency  to  motion  caused  in  us  bj 
the  sight  of  a  body  in  motion,  is  asoer- 
tained  in  several  cases ;  for  example— 

1st.  When  the  attention  Ijeing  entirely 
fixed  on  a  bird  llyiug,  on  a  stone  cleaving 
the  ab,  on  the  water  that  flows,  tba  Mbp 
of  the  spectator  is  directed  mmo  mUm 
towards  the  line  of  motion. 

2dly.  When  a  person  playing  at  bail  or 
billiards,  following  with  tlic  eye  thoFfimsM 
able  body  on  which  he  ban  imprenscd  the  > 
motion,  be  carries  his  body  in  the  direction 
which  he  desiies  the  momg  sofastaace  to 
follow,  as  if  it  were  possible  even  still  for 
him  to  direct  it  to  the  mark  whksh  ho 
wishes  it  to  reach. 

Wlwa  we  walk  on  a  slippery  plain, 
every  body  knows  with  what  readiness  wo 
throw  ourselves  from  the  side  opposite  to 
that  to  which  our  body  is  drawMi  in  conse> 
quenoe  of  a  lom  of  e(|inlibriam  $  but  a  ciiw 
cumstance  less  generally  known,  is,  that  a 
tendency  to  motion  manifests  itself  even 
when  it  is  impossible  (or  us  t»  moro  in  the 
direction  of  this  tandency ;  fiiresuimple,  in 
a  carriage,  the  fear  of  upset  inclines 

you  in  the  dirsctiiH)  oppused  to  that  with 
which  yon  are  tbreataiied,  aad  thsnee  theiw 
result  efforts  so  much  the  ni(»rc  painful  as 
the  fright  and  irritabiiitv  are  greater.  I 
think  that  in  ordinaiy  falls,  Ictliug  uue's 
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idf  fUl  (It  Imkm-tamber)  has  leas  aiiiiej • 
ance  in  it  than  the  effort  to  prevent  the 
foil.  Tt  is  in  this  wny  T  understand  the 
justice  of  the  proverb,  there  is  a  God  for 
diHiliien  ttud  fordnmhards.*' 

The  fact  I  have  just  mentioned  natu- 
rally loads  to  the  case,  when-  hfing  ])ltutd 
on  the  summit  of  a  mountain,  the  breadth 
4>f  whidi  presents  a  passage  mueh  broader 
thnn  wo\ild  be  strictly  necessary  if  we  were 
going  along  the  high  road,  we  come  all  of 
a  sudden  to  discover  the  depth  of  an  abyss 

flaoed  belanr  as;  at  the  same  moment,  if 
may  so  say,  we  throw  ourselves  irresisti- 
blv  from  the  side  opposed  to  the  abyss,  im- 
pelled hf  die  instinct  of  self-praier?ation, 
which  struggles  against  a  tendency  to  move 
in  a  contrary  direeti»»n,  caused  by  the  sight 
of  the  abyss,  'i  kis  tendency  is  still  more 
ffemarhahM  when  we  are  on  a  bridge  with, 
out  railing,  jjlaced  over  a  previi)ice:  tins 

Crecipice,  viewed  from  «)ne  side  of  the 
ridge,  makes  you  tlin»w  yourself  towards 
tho  opposite  side,  and  puts  you  in  the 
same  state  t  f  T^nxiety  as  that  from  wliif  h 
von  desired  to  withdraw  yourself.  Thus 
cHstraeted  successively  in  two  opnositc  di. 
rections,  you  become  stu  pi  Tied  ana  motion- 
less, if  even  the  excessive  fc.vr  of  falling  on 
the  side  where  yon  arc  does  not  make  you 
«ncoanler  the  minger  of  throwing  yonrsdf 
on  the  opposite  side.  Such,  in  the  case 
now  before  us,  is  the  position  of  a  mnn  wlio 
has  not  been  accustom^  to  walk  un  a 
narrow  mad  saspended  over  an  abyss, 
whilst  the  innn  v\ho  Tmn  l>een  used  to  it 
walks  as  hrmly  on  the  high  road,  be- 
cause that,  being  free  from  fear,  he  thinks 
not  of  the  danger  which  the  former  dreads. 
In  fine,  the  position  of  the  latter  might  be- 
oouie  more  critical  sUll,  if  he  were  led  to 
dfaeofer  tbo  deptibi  of  tlw  abyss  In  the  case, 
where  following  with  the  eye  the  flight  of 
ti  bird,  or  the  throw  of  a  stone,  S;e.,  he  had 
uiruady  obityed  to  a  certain  degree  this  ten- 
dnicy  wMcli  canies  as  towaras  a  moving 
body. 

The  tcndt  rK-T  to  movincf  in  a  certain  di- 
rection, requiting  Imui  the  attention  given 
to  a  osrtain  object,  seems  to  me  die  pri- 
mary cause  of  several  plu  iinmena  generally 
referred  to  imitatiun ;  thus,  in  the  case  where 
sight,  and  even  hearing,  direct  our  atten- 
tion to  a  penoD  who  ^awns,  die  muscular 
motion  of  yawning  is  ordinarily  the  con- 
sequence. I  might  sav  the  same  of  the 
commmicatiea  w  laughing ;  and  Ala  very 
eaounple  pmaents,  in  a  very  particular 
manner,  a  eirenmstancewliielt  st  ems  to  me 
strongly  to  i^upport  the  explanation  1  ^ive 
of  these  phenomena;  it  is,  that  laughing, 
at  Brst  weak,  may,  if  prolonged,  become  ac- 
ceUrutedy  pardon  me  the  expression  (as  we 
have  seen  tlie  oscillation  of  the  pendulum 
lidd  in  the  haad  incwasc  in  «il«nt  under 


the  inflneoce  of  sight),  and  laughing,  thus 
aceeleratedt  may  proceed  even  to  convulsion. 

I  doubt  not  but  that  the  sight  of  certain 
actions  calculated  to  make  a  strong  im- 
pression on  onr  feeble  frame,  that  the  re- 
cital (»f  these  same  actions  animated  by 
the  voice  and  gesture,  or,  still  more,  the 
know^ledge  which  persons  acquire  by  merely 
reading  them,  do  iodine  oerlain  indivi- 
duals to  these  same  action^,  roason  of  a 
tendency  to  motion  which  detcnnines  litem 
thus  mechanically  to  an  act  of  which  they 
never  would  have  thought  without  a  cir- 
oiiTTiftnncc  foreign  to  their  will,  and  to 
which  they  never  would  have  been  led,  by 
what  is  called  fstflirec  in  animab. 

The  great  actor  is  he  whose  gestaie,  and 
the  movements  of  whose  countenance,  cor- 
respond to  the  movement  which  the  senti- 
ments tliat  he  introdaces  on  the  stage 
should  exeite  in  the  diataeter  he  rapre- 

sents. 

The  historical  painter,  who  has  studied 
nature,  seizes  the  position  which  the  origi. 

of  the  ]nTsnTi<^  he  j>aints  should  have, 
when  they  concurred  to  the  act  which  the 
pencil  should  reprodQCc 

The  great  poet  is  he  whose  Tones  awaike& 
in  thoKf  who  hear  him  emotions  corrc- 
Bp<»ndmg  to  the  actions  which  he  sings : 
tnch  is  me  recital  of  a  portion  of  the  Iliad 
whidi  impelled  Aleiander  to  buckle  on  his 
arms. 

In  concluding  here  the  exposition  of  the 
flicts  which  appear  to  me  to  be  oonneeted 

with  my  observations,  I  think  it  right  to 
make  a  remark,  which  is  implied  in  what 
I  Iiave  said,  but  which  may  escape  some 
leader:  it  is  this,  Uiat  this  tendency  to 
movement,  to  which  T  rt>fcr  primary 
cause  of  a  great  number  of  our  acts,  takes 
place  only  when  we  ate  in  a  certain 
state,  which  is  precisely  that  which  ma^- 
netizers  call  fnith.  The  existence  of  this 
state  is  perfectly  demonstrated  by  the  re- 
dtel  of  my  experiments;  accoi^ngly,  as 
long  as  I  Dcliere  in  the  possibility  of  the 
motion  of  the  pendulum  which  I  held  in 
my  hand,  it  took  place  ^  but  after  I  distco- 
vered  its  canse,  it  was  no  longer  posadble 
f«)r  mr  to  rr  jirodtit-r  it.  Tt  is  because  we 
arc  not  always  iu  the  same  statu  that  we 
do  not  always  receive  the  same  impression 
from  the  same  thing:  thus,  the  Tawnli^ 
of  another  does  not  always  make  us  to 
yawn  ;  laughing  is  not  alvvays  communi 
cated  from  the  laugher  to  his  neighboiir. 
The  great  omtor  who  wishes  to  impart  to 
the  listening  crowd  the  ]>n»;sions  that  he 
himself  feels,  does  not  arrive  at  his  destina- 
tion at  once:  he  liegins  by  predis|>osing 
his  audience,  and  it  is  only  after  he  has 
made  himself  master  of  this  that  he  draws 
forth  his  strong  jugumeuts.  The  great 
poet,  the  great  mcaiaa,  cooitiatly  xm 
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b;H  COW-POX  AND  SMALL-POX  CO- EXISTENT. 

tbeflunearUftce.  They  first  prepare  their  dmw  upa  generd  syatam  of  philosophj, 

reader  to   n'rt  ivL-   tlie  final  imi)ressii»n.  we  must  folliHt  ns  large  a  nnnilHT,  as  is 

Nothing  is  inure  curiousi  in  the  study  of  possible,  of  ^rou|)s  of  analogous  facts  ^ 

the  causes  which  determine  human  actionti,  and,  besides,  it  i«  necesmy  that  the  facta 

than  tlie  knowledge  of  the  means  employed  <>f  eaeh  group  be  previously  eMimhlwt  into 

bj  the  merchant,  first  to  call  and  then  to  with  particular  Study, 

engage  the  attention  of  the  buyer  to  the  £.  Chevkeul*. 
qualities  of  the  object  which  he  wishes 

him  to  take;  than  the  knowledire  of  the    ■  ■■ 

means  employed  by  the  juggler,  in  order  .  .  •  ^^m, 

to  draw  {him  the  pack  such  a  card  rather  COW-POX  IND  SHALL-POX  CO- 

than  any  other,  or  to  direct  the  spectator's  EXISTENT. 

attention  to  some  certain  thini;,  for  the  _ 
purpose  of  dij>tractiug  it  from  some  other 

—a  distraction  without  whidi  the  juggler  To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

could  not  cause  the  surprise,  which  is  the 

final  aim  of  his  art.    From  thcfse  consi-  Sir, 

derations  it  results  that,  professions  the  ^  j^^^  number  of  the  Medical  Ga. 

most  opposite  employ  mc^ns  »»tc^thcr  ^ette  1  observ  ed  a  letter  from  Mr.  Brx>wn, 

analo;jous,  though  exceedinglv  varied,  to  ^i^v.     i  a-  •  i--*  

arrive  at  the  same  end-that  of  finit  secur-  MnsaWjurgh,  disapproving,  fa  flttmjj 

ing  the  attention  of  <1m  IndifUhnl,  in  nr.  <>'       practiee  of  Taccinalm|r  to 

der  afterwards  to  pxodncs  on  Um  a  deter,  prerciit  variolous  contarr,on. 

minate  eflect.  Tlie  imjtortancc  of  the  subject  at  the 


I  think  that  my  observations  are  con-  prescntcrisis,v*  ill  justify  my  trcspasisiugf 

ntcted  with  the  history  of  the  fteultr  of  on  a  small  space  of  your  valuable  jour- 

animals  —  that  there  are  some  of  their  nal.    I  have,  within  the  last  tWOlMMItllSy 

actions  attributed  to  instinct,  which  enter  had  opportunities  of  noticiufr  manv  cases 

into  the  class  of  those  of  which  I  have  of  small-pox,  which  have  occurred  in 

spoken.    It  is  particularly  in  animals  the  practice  of  my  unde,  Mr.  Selwyn ; 

which  hviMii  frronps  that  it  would  appear  ^j,^.  Variolous  epi<femic baVinff  been  me! 
to  me  to  be  interesting  to  study  the  inllu-  ,      *^  o  r- 

ence  of  the  ehiefii  orer  the  tabordinate  in-      Jf.^  .    r  .1  / 

dividuals.    In  fine,  do  not  the  facts  I  have       The  ^rrcalcr  part  of  the  cases  (oc- 

slated  throw  some  light  on  the  cause  of  cumng  in  pereons  who  had  not  undcr- 

the  jatcinutiou  which  one  animal  makes  gone  ▼aceinatton)  were  verv  scTere,  Mid 

another  experience?  of  the  confluent  kind ;  w  hile  those  afteir 

1  think  that  my  obsonations  should  also  Taccination  w  ere  iniifonnl^'  mild,  pro- 

cuguge  the  attention  of  the  i^hysiologists,  during  scarcely  any  constitutional  (Hn- 

who,  like  M.  Flourens,  have  cxammed  in  turbance,  w  ith  a  very  trifling  (|uaniiiy 

a  particular  manner  the  movements  which  of  the  pustular  enmtion :  but  T  wiah 

sui>ervcne  in  animals  after  the  removal  of  particularfj  to  diieet  TOUr  atfentioU  t* 
certain  parts  of  the  nervous  system ;  it        follow  ing  case, 
would  seraa  to  ne  to  be  Important  to  ap.      q„  j,,^  August  last  I  vacci- 

predate  the  influence  which  the  removal  a--,  «««J|  .1 

of  such  a  one  of  these  parts  could  effect  on  "•^f^  Ann  Mayo,  aged  thirteen  monUjs, 

tlie  developments  of  the  phenomena  which  ^  ^^der  a  conmienceiiM«lBl 

consUtute  the  subjectof  this  letter.  ^'"^  pyrexia  and  other  usual  prcctir- 

Such  are,  mv  friend,  the  subjects  which  sory  synipronis  of  variola  ;   of  which 

you  lui\  e  considered  may  be  interesting  to  pui»tulcs  began  to  make  their  ap^icaranoe 

persons,  who  think  with  us  that  the  course  on  the  19th.   The  cow-pock  was  at  tike 

i<>  lie  followed  in  physiology  is  that  which  same  time  pursuing  its  usual  course,  ancl 

lias  been  traced  out  by  the  men  to  whom  effiM  tiially  siicci  1  il<  •!  in  subduing  its  oji- 

the  natutal  sciences  owe  their  advance-  pouent ;  for  on  (he  21th  (seven  davs 

ment,  and  who  share  in  our  opinion  that  Jy^,,,  ^}^c  vaccination,  and  tiVe 

tlu  re  arc  no  positive  nu  iaphysies  for  him  from  the  first  appearance oflfce  Tarioloui 

^^  ho  is  .^^u.^ant  ol  tlu'  Krcttt  trut^^^  of  the  ^^^^^y  there  were  two  perfect  Tacrine 

imvsical  and  nittthcniatical  sciences,    llie  .  ^,.f  .1    '      •  .1  n'    _        .  1 

itudy  of  the  Ihculties  of  man  is  invariably  vcs.e  e     nml  the  small-pox  pustules, 

connected,  not  only  with  the  knowledge  of  ^  numerous,  were 

the  means  which  he  has  employed  in  order  «J  As  I  do  n»»t  recollect  erer 

to  establish  each  of  the  special  branches  meeting  with  so  decidedly  satisfactory  a 

of  these  same  sciences,  but  the  same  holds  proof  of  the  efficacy  of  the.  Jennenan 

irodd  also  with  respect  to  the  kimwledge  of  ■  — ■ — — 

Lilt-  i'acultics  of  animals.  Before  scckiug  to       *  Archlv.  Oca.,  May  \iiS3,  mid  Dublin  Journal. 
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diieoVcrV)  I  shall  feel  myself  ^eatljr 
obliged  hy  ^yoiir  giving  it  publicity ;  at 
the  same  time  ailnw  me,  throogfo  the 
mcdiiiii)  tif  ffir  Medical  Gazette,  to  o\- 
TJrc^s  my  •^Tatttude  U>  the  Jinard  of  ihc 
A.  V.  K.  lor  the  very  prouipi  and  libe- 
ral attention  which  has  always  hcen 
paid  to  my  applications  for  lymph.  I 
beg"  leave  to  suftvfriltr  myself,  sir, 
Your  obcdicut  servant, 

W.  S.  Morris. 
Scdborjr  DtoiieoMry,  Sept.  9,  I88S. 


HYDROPHOBIA. 


T»  ike  Ediliff  of  ike  Medical  Gazelle, 
Sir, 

If  Uie  following  may  he  roirsidercd  a 
case  of  rabies  re^ultin^  from  the  bite  of 
a  dog,  then  I  think  it  possesses  some 
features  of  interest:  at  all  events,  I 
tnke  (lie  liberty  of  sobmittingf  it  to  you 
for  publication. 

— —  Ames,  the  son  of  a  jtublicun, 
ahont  fourteen  years  of  age,  was  bitten, 
three  months  ago,  by  a  dog ;  which,  sus- 
pected (if  heiitg  rabid,  wan  immediately 
after  killed.  I  ordered  the  bitten  part 
to  be  cut  out,  but  the  man  chose  to  8ub> 
mit  his  son  to  a  ))easant  of  medical  re- 
piite^  who  took  3/.  3s.  for  ^i^  ing"  him 
some  ])hy>ic  and  pronouiiciii}^  him 
cured.    On  Monday,  the  2il  inst.  the 

uneasiness  in  his 


boy  complained  of 
throaty  and  a  sense  of  sufibcation^  at 

the  <;ame  time  he  seemed  very  anxious, 
spoke  much  of  death,  aud  said  he  bad 
beard  of  "  people's  throats  clobiug  uu," 
and  that  he  bclicFed  tk«t  would  be  nis 
end.  On  Tuesday  this  anxiety  and  ap- 
prehcffsion  incrcased,  without  the  ap- 
pearanee  of  any  other  illness.  On 
vV'fdnesda^,  at  three  o'clock,  when  I 
first  saw  bun,  he  was  in  a  state  of  ex- 
treme agitation,  gasping  and  panting 
for  hreatfi  like  one  »<!i<ldenly  immer«en 
ill  the,  sea,  and  suticnng  from  the  con- 
sequent shock  aud  alarm.  His  eyes 
were  w^ild,  and  expressive  of  the  ex* 
tremest  anxiety ;  the  pupiU  filiated.  He 
was  constantly  spitting,  llr  sf  emed  to 
have  a  strong  desire  to  cool  his  mouth 
with  water :  when  it  was  given  to  him, 
his  ai^tation  was  increased ;  be  seized 
the  vessel,  sipped  it,  aiul  then  seemed 
violently  convinced,  and  --tniij-gled  still 
more  for  breath.  Still  iie  would  bold 
the  vessel,  exclaiming,    a  little  at  a 


time!'  and  this  exclamation  he  con- 
stantly repeated.  When  asked  a  ques- 
tion,  be  would  reply  in  an  eager  and 
interrupted  way,  a.'*  if  he  could  n(»t  sjjare 
breath  for  utterance.  He  said  lie  had 
no  pain,  except  slight,  with  a  feeling  of 
coldness,  on  the  back  of  the  head;  but 
holding  bis  bitten  hand  up  tu  my  face, 
he  said,  "  Look  there,  sir ;  look  there, 
sir!"  On  presenting  a  candle  to  the 
eyes  the  pupils  did  not  contract,  aud  tlic 
lN>y  was  much  frightened  bj  the  in. 
creased  light.  All  noise,  especially  the 
breaking  of  the  waves  vd  f^jc  beach 
outside  the  window,  hroiif^ht  on  extreme 
agitation.  He  Would  look  round  as  if 
pursued,  or  afraid  of  somebody *s  ap- 
proach. The  spitting  was  continued^ 
interrupted  only  by  occasional  vomiting 
and  ahnipt  exclamations  of  alarm. 
Pubie  lao,  small. 

The  treatment— a  wann-bath.  with 
cold  on  the  head,  belladonna  rubbed  on 
the  throat,  a  suppository  of  three  grains 
of  (ipinm  (nn  anodyne  by  tin- mouth  was 
rejeeted) — bad  no  effect.    The  wildnc&s 

increased  until  it  amounted  to  vio- 
lence  and  delirium,  and  the  patient  died 
within  four  hours  after  iltf  time  that  I 
first  saw  him.  On  exuiuiuing  the  liead 
the  next  tlay,  the  oiily  morbid  aj>pear- 
ancc  was  vascular  turgidity,  and  the 
brain  tbroug!iout  was  softer  than  na- 
tural. In  the  larynx  and  upper  part  of 
the  trachea  there  was  no  appearance  of 
inflammation,  or  appreciable  l^ion. 

If  this  was  a  case  of  rabies,  it  goes, 
with  another  somewhat  similar,  which 
I  saw  when  clerk  in  the  Edinburgh  In- 
firmary, towards  pro\  ing  that  fit/drojtho. 
bia,  apart  from  the  dread  of  spasm  pro- 
duced by  swallowing  the  water,  is  not 
an  essential  symptom  of  the  disease. 

This  ease  is,  porlinps,  interc^f  inir  also, 
counideriog  the  leugtli  of  unic  that 
elapsed  between  ^e  application  of  the 
cause  and  iU  result,  and  likewise  on  ac- 
count of  its  ra]»id  pn 

I  have  the  honour  tu  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
W.  Travers  Cox,  M.B. 

Great  Tsraioslli,  8«pt.7»  183S. 


IMPKUVED  TKt'SS. 

To  ihe  Editor  qf  the  Medical  GazLtte. 
Sir, 

M.ANY  instruments  have  been  pnnccted 
to  obviate  Ihe  inconvesience  aud  danger 
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830      MOTION  OF  THE  LIMBS  AFTER  DKATti  FROM  CHOLERA. 

ariiingr  from  bernia.  I  have  found  none  eious  and  sealoos  practitkiner.   Hh  dia- 

■0  applicable  to  double  inffuinal  bemia  ease  was  rapid  ;  remedies  availed  no- 

as  M?i  improvement  I  made  n|K»n  I^w  tbinij";  and  in  twenty-four  bours  from 

and  Oddy's  patent  double  inffUiHaiiriusa.  tho  Hr^t  symptonn  he  bad  expired,  hav. 

I  discovered,  upon  exammation,  tbat  in<r  had  the  i)ale   eracnattona,  the 

Law  and  Oddy's  tram  produced  its  pres-  s])asmSf  and  strongly-niariced  blue  eo* 

sure  above  the  site  of  tbr  point  of  pro-  lour,  with  cold  anus,  liuniid  with  sweat. 

tnisioii ;  therefore  I  removed  the  two  About  half  an  hour  after  his  dcntli, 

anterior  pad^,  and  in  ibcir  stead  con-  i.  e.  the  perfect  termination  of  re»pira- 

atructed  two  iron  extremities,  the  shape  tion  and  drcidation,  a  friend  obsenred 

and         of  the  common  truss,  wbidi  his  left  ami  to  move,  and  very  soon  it 

were  finiilv  n\(  tf((l  to  the  anterior  ex-  ol)eye(l   the   contractile  and  relaxinicr 

tremitics  ol  the  i)ateiit  truss,  and  padded  powers  of  its  iiiii^rles,  slowly  but  un- 

os  usual.    A  soft  silk  handkerchief  be-  ceasingly,  for  about  twenty  minutes; 

ing  placed  between  the  tnns  and  the  in.  it  then  ceased,  and  tbe^  ligbt  arm  soon 

teguments  will  materialh  diminish  the  made  an  extensive  motion,  which  threvr 

friction.     T  frr]  assured  that  this  im-  the  bystander*  into  a  panic.  Contrac- 

proved  truss  will  answer  a  better  pur-  tion  and  ivlaxatiuu,  or  a  moviug  back> 

Sose  than  any  I  have  seen ;  wbicb  in.  wards  and  forwards,  conUnued  perhaps 

uces  me  to  request  tbe  insertion  of  tbia  to  (be  end  of  an  hour  and  a  quarter.  At 

notice  in  your  Gazette.  this  moment  the  arms,  previoualjr  eold, 

T  am,  sir,  had  become  evidently  warmer. 

Vour  uhcdieut  servant,  I  offer  this  case,  not  for  the  sake  of 

JoiEra  CaiFMAN.  any  interest  wbicb  it  can  afford  for  no. 

Pictoa.  Nova  Seolis,  Antrica,  yelty  of  treatment,  or  success  of  practice, 

Aagvtt  1S»  IfISS*  but  to  take  the  opportunity  of  slu-\v  iii<r 

the  a]»parent  prubability,  that  a  slrou^ 

la  GomiDuniciuion  u>  irona  une  ui  •  i      /•       •  - 

yonr 

rnnvr     

will  be  the  first  st(  aiu. vessel  that  ever  general  predisposition  into  the  po])nla- 

w  ill  have  crossed  tiic  Atlantic.  tion  ;  and  to  remark,  therefore,  on  tbe 

Sossibility  of  sometimes  presen  ing  frec- 
om  from  it,  by  a  careful  discrimination, 

Mn  rmv  nir  i  iii?  r  lAfiis:  ivi^  tv  ""^  avoiding  the  circumstances  which 

AlOnOIS  OF  HIE  LWIBb,AND  IN  shall  discover  to  bo  capable 

CREASE  OF  TEMPERATURE,  ol  exciting  the  disease. 

AFTER  DEATH  FuoM  cHOLKRA.  Thc town  lu  wbicb  tMs  gcntlenMui  FO . 

  sided,  I  understood,  was  free  from  tbe 

disease,  and  that  il  had  not  heeu  licanl 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette,  of  in  tlie  part  through  which  he  passed, 

or  at  which  he  died. 
^^^f  Tbe  inenease  of  tempaiature  wbicb 
I  WAS  called  a  few  days  ag'o  to  witness  took  place  aAcr  deatb,  and  wbich«3^  have 
the  last  four  hours  of  the  duKirtiTtif  life  br  fore  observed  iu  a  more  remarkable 
of  a  patient  in  cholera,  who,  on  the  pre-  degree  than  in  this  cas<',  may,  I  think, 
ceding*  day,  had  been  in  unusual  spirits  admit  of  explanatiuu.  During  the  de- 
and  good*  bealtb,  antil  very  painfully  dining  powers  of  the  patient,  and  tbe 
impressed  by  mental  disturbance.  The  imperfect  oxygenation  of  blood  whieh 
same  ovrfiin^-  a  dian*hfca,  verv  cft^tinus  ^tnppeiis  in  ctiolera,  the  animal  heat  is 
and  (luid,  came  on,  the  colour  of  which  lecbJy  evolved,  yet  rapidly  carried  off 
did  not  happen  to  be  seen.  Hisni|^t  bj  tbe  bip^  conducting  principle  of  evn- 
was  a  little  distufbed^  but  be  arose  at  poration,  wbicb  the  copious  exudation  of 
six  in  the  monnnrt',  and  travelled  four-  <m-cat  keeps  up.  To  some  dej)th,  there- 
teen  mih's,  liavirii,'-  hrm  wrW  rn«nM^h  to  fore,  the  limbs  are  kept  very  cold.  Af- 
cnjoy  the  beauties  of  his  early  ride,  lie  ter  death  there  is  no  succession  of  per- 
was  compelled  by  a  return  or  symptoms^  mimtion;  and  as  soon  as  tbe  limbs  at« 
mad  extreme  debility,  to  solicit  a  recep-  oij,  I  conceive  the  conducting  principle^ 
tion  fit  an  inn  on  the  road,  uhere  he  ex-  common  to  matter,  leads  to  the  more 
perieuccd  ^reat  kindness  Iroin  his  IuksI,  equal  di /fusion  of  heal  from  within, 
and  unceasing  atteutiuu  from  a  judi.  throu|<^huut  lib  suh&uuce,  h  hiUt  il  ceu«»e«i 
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CASE  IN  WBICH  A  CATHETER  f 

to  mcrt  with  tlie  more  rapid  exlialutiou 
from  the  surface  vuiter^  particles, 
and  is  of  neoettitjr  obvioas  to  exa- 
minatioD. 

If  tlie  prrrrdinpf  is  worthy  a  place  in 
rotir  valual)lc  journal,  I  shall  he  much 
obliged  bj  ift  apjiearance;  and  am,  sir, 
Your  rer J  obedient  servant, 

Nath.  RuMsr.v, 
Itcmbcr  of  the  noral  CoUcge  of  Surgeons 
of  LoimIoii* 

Beaeott«fle14p  Sept.  14, 18S8. 


ACCOUVT  or  A  CA8B 

A  FEMALE  CATHETER  ACCIDEN- 
TALEY  HUPPED  INTO  THE 
BLADDER, 

In  Drawing  ^  th*  Watttm 

By  Jonatbam  Tooooo9»  Esq. 
Senior  SttfgMO  to  tho  Brldgwalfr  Inflronrr, 

During  the  last  year  I  was  ve(|uested 
by  a  medical  finend  to  meet  him  m  con- 

siihation  on  a  case,  \vhf  n«  lir  had  per- 
luillcd  a  ftilver  cattu  ter  to  slip  into  a 
lady's  bladder.  The  palicut  bad  had  a 
iew  weeks  previously  a  severe  labour.pro- 
dueing  paralysis  of  the  bladder,  andren- 
dering'  the  intmdtictinn  of  the  catheter 
necessary  uight  and  nioruing'.  A  i'ew 
hours  l>cfore  my  visit,  her  medical 
attendant,  in  attempting  to  draw  off  the 
water,  cvperientea  some  difficulty,  and 
w  hilst  maKiii*^  more  prr««;!?rp  than  nsnal, 
the  catheter  .clipped  into  the  bladder. 
He  immediately  attempted  to  reach  it 
with  his  drossiiigf  forceps,  but  failed. 

T  adf  ImmI  Iiini  to  wait  until  it  became 
necessary  to  draw  off  the  water  a^jain, 
then  pass  a  longer  catheter,  and  eiidea- 
vonr  to  discover  its  position  ;  butiteould 
not,  howerer,  be  detected,  and  tbe  opera- 
tion wm  repeated  several  times beiore  it 

was  felt. 

The  loliowiug  plan  was  tlien  tried: — 
A  piece  of  sponge  tent,  sumewbatlongvr 
than  a  common  female  catheter,  ana  of 

the  size  of  the  little  fmger,  avm^  p:j*<^e?l 
into  the  bladder,  without  ditiieultv  (n 
giving  pain,  and  allowed  to  reniam 
eigbt  or  ten  bours,  doriiig  whidi  time 
tbe  water  ]iassed  melvtbiough  it  At 
tlte  f'Tu!  of  (liat  perioa  it  was  removed, 
an(i  tin  lore  fii»i,'er  of  tlielefl  han«l  passed 
readily  iulu  the  bladder.    The  talhclci- 


JPPED  INTO  TBE  BLADDER.  ^7 

was  felt  lyiug  across,  ouc  cud  resting  on 
the  pubcs,  and  tbe  otberimbedded  in  tbe 
iblds  at  the  back  part  of  the  bladder. 

There  was  consjtkrable  tllfficulty  in 
brinj^'inj''  it  into  the  urethra,  wliieli  was 
efrected  by  carrying  the  lore  linger  ot  tlie 
right  band  Into  tbe  vagina,  and  pressing 
the  bladder  baekwaras  and  upwards, 
which  hroufj-lit  that  part  of  tbe  instru- 
ment lying  over  the  pubes  within  reach 
of  the  other  finger,  and  then  into  tbe 
metfara.  from  whence  it  was  readily  re- 
moved  oy  the  dressing  forceps.  All  this 
was  effected  \\\\h  very  little  pain,  and 
without  the  patient  or  her  friends  even 
being  aware  of  what  had  happened. 
The  instmment,  which  was  one  of  the 
gliding  short  catheters  recommcniled  by 
Mr.  Jewel,  remained  in  the  hhul(l«  r  fif- 
teen days,  producing  but  very  slight  ir- 
ritation. 

This  is,  I  believe,  a  veiy  rare  accident ; 
and  on  looking  at  tbe  catbeteis  which 

arc  fjenerally  in  use,  one  onlv  frrls  sur- 
prised tliat  it  does  not  happru  inon  (n  _ 
quently,  as  there  is  not  suthcient  guard 
to  prevent  it  Mr.  Aberaetby  used  ts 
relate  in  bis  lectures  a  case  of  this  kind, 
where  the  catheter  was  not  extracted; 
and  a  long  time  afterwards  an  abscess 
formed  iu  tlie  side,  which  was  opened 
and  discharged  freely  for  some  days, 
when,  on  passing  a  probe,  a  hard  sub- 
stance was  felt,   ;itm[  cxfrieftd  with  a 

t»air  of  cuniinou  loreeps,  \«  luch  proved  to 
»e  a  catheter. 

Sir  Astley  Cooper  lately  obliginglj 
shewed  me  a  drawing  of  a  calciilus 
formed  over  a  eathet'-r  wliirh  had  got 
into  the  bladder,  aud  >vbich  iie  removed 
by  the  usual  operation  some  years  since 
at  Guy's  Hosintal.  To  this  gentleman 
T  am  nidebtecl  for  suggesting  the  ]dan 
A\  hie!i  proved  no  snceossfnl  in  this  case. 

1  observetl  in  this  case  that  the  whole 
internal  lining  of  tbe  vagina  was  in  a 
sloughing  stete,  which  I  tliink  very fre> 
t^iiently  occurs  after  laborious  p;irturi- 
tion,  where  the  head  rests  for  many 
hours  in  tbe  vagina.  Altbou^^h  I  do  not 
remember  to  have  seen  it  noticed,  much 
of  the  soreness  and  pain  which  women 
complain  of  after  sucli  lnbonr«^  arises,  in 
mv  ojiinion,  from  this  causae,  ainl  would 
pix)bably  lead  to  adhesions,  if  nurses  did 
not  use  tbe  prccaation  of  smearing  the 
parts  frequently  with  ointment. 
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PRUSSIC  ACTD— REPLY  TO  MR. 
PHILLIPS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  ModictU  Omxotte, 
Sts, 

I  tbansmittbd  to  Ae  Medical  Omsette 

of  Augfust  10th,  a  formtila  for  prenaring^ 
perfect  and  cheap  prus^^if  noiM,  or  tlic 
extemporaneous  uecoraposilioii  ol  cjanu- 
ret  of  potassium  by  meaits  of  tMtaife 
acid.  In  ycm  No.  Ibr  last  week  (Sept 
14th)  arc  sonie  rem;\rks  on  thatcomma- 
iiication  by  Mr.  Kirhard  PliilHpR,  and 
which  supply  me  with  occasiou  so  soon 
aguin  to  trouble  yoa. 

Mr.  Phillips  has  reftrred  ine  to  two 
journal*?,  ns  rontainingf  proof  "  that  this 
very  iiiethcMl  has  hvcn  already  adopted 
and  described  by  Mr.  Clark,  of  Olas- 
ipow.**  On  tufning*  to  those  journals  I 
find,  iudcnl,  the  Tery  paper  which  first 
led  to  inv  discussio!)  ftfthe  snhjrrt  with 
Mr.  Clark,  but  nothing  which  induces 
me  to  believe  that  the  method  there  de- 
ieribed  was  e?er  successfully  ttdopted  by 
that  i^rntleman.  Tiideed,  before  Afr. 
Clark  <  (»iiM  )H>ssil)ly  adopt  his  own  suff- 
jfestion,  he  must  have  possessed  himself 
of  the  eyannret  of  potassium ;  and  I  hare 
BO  apprehension  of  beingf  corrected,  not- 
withstandiii'^  the  resperfnble  authorities 
cited  by  Mr.  Phillips  to  shew  Tt<?  ea««y 
practicability,  when  I  assort,  that  Mr. 
Clark's  method  is  totally  inadequate  to 
the  production  of  the  cyanuret  in  a  state 
even  approaching'  to  purity.  It  sin- 
gular euou^ifh  that,  while  1  am  cen.sured 
for  aroitling-  mention  of  Mr.  Clark's 
name  in  my  brief  announcement  in  the 
Mfdleal  (»a/.rfte,  T  should  in  a  contem- 
porary journal  oj  thf  same  date  make  a 
di?«tinct  allusion  to  bis  prucei»N  as  a  com> 
plete  failure.  It  is  not,  however,  a  sin 
•  on  the  part  of  Mr.  PbiU{pS,tfaat  be  con- 
ceived tne  OTIC  paper  which  he  rend  to 
contain  all  that  I  had  ever  written  on 
tlie  subject ;  but  it  is  a  felicity  for  me  to 
have  transmitted  for  his  perusal  a  lately 
printed  doeument,  and  also  to  be  able  to 
refer  him  to  others  in  the  l.nneet  for 
May  21,  June  26,  July  »,  ami  July  30, 
1831,— in  all  whieh,  infitead  of  eonceal- 
ini,'  Mr.  Clara's  name  and  pcrf  >nnanoca, 
I  iM  lt«  found  to  ha?e  placed  them 
pronjiiK'nllN  forwaiil. 

Mr.  l^hillipH  huM  taken  an  objection 
to  the  term  tMieaeff,  as  amiP.ed  to  the 
ryanuret  of  potassium,  aoa  conrtoonsly 


presumes  it  to  be  a  misprint  for  mipr  r~ 
fection.  He  will  pardon  me  if  i  waive 
the  proffeved  emendatioii,  and  arow  adll 

a  predilection  for  my  own  expression  $ 

<br  I  know  not  how  better  to  describe,  in 
one  w  ord,  that  extreme  ft«blenei»s  of  the 
athnities  which  alone  can  prevent  the 
elements  of  the  salt  from  forming  new 
combinations,  and  which  has  hitherto 
sufficed  to  render  the  tfi-^k  of  procuring 
it  one  of  no  ordinary  tiithcnlt^. 

With  rej^fard  to  the  composition  of  the 
salt,  I  have  stated  that  I  proved  it  to  be 
cvanoffen  3  2.5  +  pota'^-^THTn  5-  =  8  26. 
Mr.  Piiillips  implies,  that  to  preclude 
suspicion  of  borrowiufl^  those  numbers, 
it  would  have  been  only  prudeiit  had  I 
given  the  details  of  my  analysis.    I  am 
quite  sure  Mr.  Phillip.^  hiinstdf  would 
be  liie  last  person  to  entertain  such  a, 
suspicion,  or  it  would  attach  to  every 
chemilt  who  has  quoted  the  same  num* 
bers  without  detailing  his  experiments, 
especially  as  not  one  beside  myself  (so 
far  at  least  as  I  am  aware),  has  hinted 
at  havtnir  submitted  the  cyanuret  of  po- 
tassium to  analysis.    Of  eourse  the  num. 
bers  are  easily  to  be  assumed  fnon  the 
theory  of  etjiiiv  alent^i ;  and  when,  in  the 
absence  of  all  nreteoHiou  to  the  contrary, 
I  have  found  tiiem  written  in  systems  of 
chemistry,  I  have  taken  ii  for  irranted 
that  thev  were  so  assumed.    Under  thi^ 
con>  ieti  III  1  spoke  of  ^wo^,-  and  uiieu 
I  add,  that  the  analysis  on  one  occaiuou 
was  made  in  company  with  Dr.  Qraa- 
%Tlle,  I  shall  be  excnsed  for  having 
avoided,  in  a  iH*di<\d  publication,  a 
strictly  chemical  caic4iiauaii,  which,  Mr. 
Editor,  you  know  ia  fuAeiently  dis- 
tasti  (ul  to  the  generality  of  prafemional 
readei>. 

I  am  klad  that  Mr.  Phillips  arrive«i  at 
the  conclusion,  that  "  the  plan  i»  proba> 
bly  destined  to  supersede  the  uneertain 
methods  now  in  use;"  for  so,  of  course, 
I  understand  him,  since  he  thus  cpiotes 
from  mc  with(mt  any  expression  of  Uis. 
sent  from  the  opinion.  Alas!  sir,  I  bad 
almost  said  opinion;  and  I  must 
confess,  that  this  selfsame  thought  has 
appeared  in  print  ever  since  May  1831. 
J  rccoUect  rcadin<j^  about  this  plan,  tliat 
it  ia  eseeedin^ly  elegant  and  eiectuai, 
and  must  entirely  supoaade  all  the  pro- 
cesses adnpti  d  for  the  prepnrufinTi  t>f"thi8 
cnerjfctic  medicine."  People  who  &{udy 
much  will  stumble  sometimes  over  some 
out.of-place  odd  volume ;  and  who  can 
teU  but  Mr.  PhiUipS)  in  turning  over 
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Iravrs  of  the  ohi  nmlif  r!  ioiinial**,  where  they  are  best  mi]»i>t»rfr(?,  (hc^' can 
niii>ht  have  discovered  in  iliis  lrci»h  occa-  never  meet  all  the  cases  liiui  niu&t  ariMJ 
siou  to  correct  me  for  trippiu}]^.  ill  a  poor  masV  family.  They  are  MMeful 

I  am,  sir,  tn  the  public  onl^  a*  schools  of  medieinef 

Your  obedient  servant,  and  when  not  used  for  that  iiurpnso  are 

RiCHAKO  LAillJt«»MkK.C.S.   oppressive  to  thoj^e  excluded,  ov  cre.itiiig- 
48  Fiiiibory  Sqaare  *  monopoly  in  behalf  of  a  favoureti  few. 

^    *  8«pi.  1%  Int.  '  Neither  ate  the  nek  pooralwaja  inclined 

to  avail  tliemselvea  of  the  rdirf  which 
hospitals  or  dinpcnsarics  aftbni  when- 


SEI,F  -  ST'PPORTTNG     DISPENSA.    '""-^rt.uiily  accessible;  a ud  the  honest 
w  r^rt^^T^n         ««nom<.L.i      EuffUsb  ooor  Bevcr  Will,  and  tfacy  ccr 
RieS— LETTER  #aoii  MR.  SMll'H.  ^      hs.  tL^kt  *«  i« 
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tainly  om^kt  not  to  be  tuv^kt^  to  do  ao, 

unless  Ihey  are  permitted  to  contrihllte' 

their  mite  tow  ards  the  ex|R'ie.e 

X  wiii  obM^rvc,  but  not  dwell  on,tlMr 


SiK,  natural  aversion  of  the  English  poor 

I  HAVE  been  obliged,  by  a  friend  in  the  (*«>"".^i  day-labouref,  ji»r  instance,  or 

north,  with  a  copy  of  the  memorial  pre-  a  well-mfonued  town  mechanic)  to  hos- 

M  Titr  (I   ^^    f^e  mrdiral  ^nmlcmcn  of  P«»«w  supported  solely  by  the  rich  as 

Sheth  11  !o  (he  (Joveinors  of  the  Dis-  of  experiment;  jor  this  may 

penHury  in  ihat  town.  ^  sometime*  an  alfeclation,  MMnetuncs 

1  iwoice  to  see  it:  it  is  a  temperate  »P«9»d««!.   It  is  only  when  their  sense 

and  judicious  remonstnnee  against  the  of  honest,  manlv,  self_,T,de|,endenee,  is 

admission  of  inti^mper  persons  to  the  bocomeseriouhi>  impaired  by  the  opera- 

benefit  of  the   Sheffield  DisiJensary.  Uuu  of  the  poor-laws,  or  vvhen  they  caji- 

Perhaps  vou  will  favour  your  readers  not  have  an  erpia  liope  of  cure  hy  the 

bv  copying  it  in  your  journal*.  emyiloyment  ul  the  private  practitioner, 

U  IS  now  nearly  twenty  vear«  since  T  ^^^^  without  srrnjde,  tx» 

readalectnrr  on  the  nnsa'io.lirifion  of  thcseor an V other cbantable in*tuutjuii8. 

charity  ;  intending  to  prove  that,  la  pro-  "  Tiw  nnk  wish  and  endeavour  of 

poftien  as  we  rave  wrtain  fixed  and  wery  Chnstiaii  is  to  'pnmde  for  hia 

periodical  assistonce,  we  destroyed  the  •       knows  that  if  he 

pro9t>e<>Hvefeeli»g,  and  that  this  ferlinjr  m'Rhcts  ti.  do  ihb*  he  has  denied  tlie 

constitnted  one  of  the  distinctive  cha-  H*^"  ^"  luhdelj  ami 

ractcrs  Utween  man  and  the  "brutes  every  country  day-labourer  naturaUy 

that  perish."  A  part  of  this  lecture  I  ^^V**.  ^               ,  ^ 

have  introduced  in  the  one  that  pro-  V"^^*'  !'3  ^j^nt^ct  w  ith  the  overseer, 

poses  a  reinrth  for  the  rarions  evils  of  the  deiiatioiialiiaii^  habus  ol  paupu^^^^^^ 

povertf ,  sickness,  and  old  atre ;  and  «>f  ^  T.^^^^  '^i*'™** 
whicb^  1  have  since  repeated  at  Lcices-  chanty  of  the  idle  and  silly  neh  who 
tcr,  in  1886,  and  at  Deri>y,  Gloucester,  ^viihont  inouiry,  and  inay  and  will 
AN  nrcf^ler,  and  other  towns.  After  de-  P''  "icy  h^"  *'  '<"»hn»^r  left 
Uiilingthe  cviK  of  rnntraeting-  for  the  ^  The  first  w^ish  ot  uii  honest 
poor  in  sickness  to  the  parish  surgeon,  I  !*  ^  FfJ  health,  as  he  docs 
  -*      .      o.  . »  for  his  foiKP  and  raiment;  he  likes  to 


gn  on  fer  «ay,    But  I  may  be  told  there  ,       ,.         ,           ,     .  ,  • 

»e  hospitals  and  dispenSariesin  abun-  V''""***'.       o^*n/l«ctor,  am  sucJi choice 

dance,  for  admini.terfnff  gratuitnn.  rc-  medicinal;  and  he  feels  a 

liVf,  ami  supported  too.  with  a  liU  ralily  satisfaction  in  striving  to  pay, 

that  retlects  imperishable  honour  on  our  ""^      his  own  earnings  or  his  scaiity 

charader  as  a  naUon.  Tnie :  but  these  ^^'^  ^kill  «md  attention  which  his 

institutioi.sarc  necessarily  confined  to  the  ("l>»ays  to  him  a.  meal  important 

laiser  and  mort*  nwtilent  towns,  and  em-  <»«»e)  fe<iuire8.          -          ,  .... 

bi^  but  very  partially  within  their  be-  ,  ,  J  ^n*^  ^  authoriHos  m  thn  dis- 

aeficmt  operation  lar^^  districts  where  ^  ^  •df»ni«l!«  of  th^  In.nest 

the  population  W  thinh  scattered,  and  P"*»<^  wherever  it  may  be  found,  and  to 

where  the  number  of  tlie  rich  is  sadly  encourage  it:  it  is  niore  u-oneral  than  is 

limited ;  indeed,  in  the  largest  towns,  »«»»pected-il  out  ol  sight,  it  w  but  dor- 

 I   mailt,  and  may  be  roused  and  trained  to 

•  TiM  A»MMlwilllw  itead     ibt  slost  of  ^^'c  even  when  such  a  man 


tbuitii«r*  passes  by  the  legular  praciitioner,  and 
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hss  recourse  to  the  uosfrums  of  tlic 
quaclc,  (atii  hiuidreds  of  tbousands  are 
vxpended  by  thin  class  in  quackery,)  it 

i  ■  i  tLrinally  ratlicr  hy  a  feeling  of  ne- 
i-eaMty  tliaii  any  other  inducement  that 
lie  is  usually  actuated,  bein^  resolved 
net  to  incur  a  doctoi^s  bill,  wbicb  he  can 
never  hope  to  pay.  One  can  hanlly 
forbear  abedding  a  tear  over  the  self-de- 
nial and  forbearance  which  these  doctors* 
Villa  occasioii  if  tfaer  are  paid ;  fw  the 
honest  poor  man  and  the  doctor,  *  whose 
poverty,  not  his  will,  consents,*  nliko 
<l«  s<  eve  commiseration.  Who  living  hy 
tiic  labour  of  his  bands  would  not  deiiire 
to  escape  from  this  bill?  Tbe  doctor 
hutos  his  own  bill ! 

*'  A  sturdy  En^-lish  labourer  resolves 
vat  to  incur  such  a  biil{  aud  yet,  iu- 
&tii)ctively  anxious  to  husband  out  ^  life*s 
taper  to  its  dose,'  he  seizes  with  avidity 
on  what  is  so  temptingly  recommend^ 
in  the  County  C'hrnnidr  —  is  so  readily 
obtained  at  a  respectable  &taiioner*a, 
wbaterer  tbe  drug  may  be :  be  hears  the 
stationer,  or  grocer,  or  dru&fgist,  is  a 
«^(»o{l  sort  of  man,  and  he  reads  witli  dc 
htxht  that  a  few  shillini^s'  uc  rili  \y\\[ 

SruUuce  total  renovation.  Sucii  u  uiau 
ies  to  the  empiric  only  when  too  poor 
to  pay  the  man  of  edurution  and  science. 
Alas!  it  were  far  better,  for  himself  at 
least,  tliat  lie  should  at  once  fall  upon 
the  parish,  and  oblaiu  the  advice  of  tbe 
regular  practitioner,  as  be  nia;|r,  than 
that  be  soould  thus  purchase  poison  for 
the  sake  of  its  cheapness.  Miscrahle, 
de^adcd,  wretched,  cursed,  desperate, 
as  18  a  state  of  depeiidence  on  any  man 
for  any  thin^  that  is  necessary  to  one's 
comfort  and  lift ,  <  >  the  life  and  comfort 
of  (itK-'s  wife  and  litUc  ones,  and  almost 
hopelessly  desperate  a^i  is  the  state  of 
parish  paupensm  and  dependence,  there 
la  still  a  possibility  of  redemption  from 
if;  hut  for  the  man  whose  health  and 
lite  is  under  the  care  of  one  of  these 
irregular  practitioners,  who  beset  in 
swarms  the  paths  of  the  industrious 
classes  with  flattering'  but  fallacious 
nostrums,  all  hope  may  be  said  to  hr  cx< 
iinct.  Tbousanus  of  honest  Englishmen 
are  yearly  slain  by  rjuackenr  and  neg* 
lecl,  in  consequence  of  the  Bad  position 
in  which  the  reguhtrhj -educated  men 
are  placed  with  regard  to  the  workinj*" 
people.  Yet,  lamentable  as  niut>t  he  the 
nte  of  these  rictims  of  disease,  poverty, 
and  imposture,  there  is  anoUier  dcaerip- 
tion  of  persons,  whose  sufferings  appeal 
more  strongly  to  our  feelings ;  there  arc 


many  iudu^trious  men  in  the  kingdom 
too  poor  to  empby  and  to  paj[  tbe  dmmd 
regular  prmeMiomer — too  spirited  to  ap* 
ply  to  an  overseer  for  the  parish  dorfnr^ 
and  who,  rather  than  accept  of  any  luo- 
dical  aid  which  they  eannot  pnrcbaM;, 
suffer  nature  to  take  its  course,  and  pe-» 
rish  prematurely  of  diseases  fvhicb  mighC 
in  many  rases  nave  been  riir^d  " 

This  appears  to  me  the  kind  of  rea> 
soning  that  will  find  its  way  to  tbe 
derstandinss  of  the  governors  of  ebaii- 
ties,  and  ultnnnfrh'  to  the  legislators  of 
tbe  country,  i^vcry  medical  man  can 
illustrate  the  danger  of  quackery  in  h%» 
own  experience,  and  tbe  other  argumeDt 
may  be  freely  illustrated  by  a  reference 
to  the  Reports  of  tbe  Poor  Laws.  It 
was  those  puhlished  in  1817  that  con- 
vinced me  m  v  classification  of  labourers^, 
which  the  public  at  pn  sent  by  noneaas 
appreciate,  must  some  time  come  into 
notice,  and  which  valuable  Rr|>nrts  are 
contimied  in  1818, 1822, and  Itiiiiif  more 
particularly  the  volume  of  Extracts 
from  the  Information  received  by  his 
^rnjrsty's  Conniii-^>ioners  as  to  the  Arl- 
]n  HI  i  t  ration  and  Operation  oi'  the  Poor 
Laws. 

Valnable  and  admirable  as  these  Re. 

ports  are,  they  are  not  equal  in  value  to 
the  Second  Report  of  the  Skiutharn  Di-;- 
pensary,  or  the  Second  K<  |»ort  of  the 
Coventry  ♦Benevolent  Di»>peuBary.  In 
that  report,  tbe  road  is  marked  out 
—tbe  first  step  is  taken,  of  rcdeemioff' 
upwards  of  two  thousand  five  hundred 
heing^  from  pauperism.  It  is  in  tbe 
power  of  the  profession  to  follow  that 
example,  aud  aid  the  country  general^jr 
more  than  all  the  acts  of  ]':irliament» 
that  the  wisest  government  can  pass. 

It  might  he  our  duty  to  enaure  tbe 
evil  of  admitting  impro|>cr  persons  to  s 
dispensary— till  a  cure  for  the  evil  was 
discovered;  hut  whoever  reads  attentively 
the  Coventry  Report  will  discover  that 
tliere  is  no  longer  occasion  to  have  our 
patience  and  humility  imposed  upon. 

By  those  documents,  along  with  tbe 
Rules  of  a  Self-supporting  Dispensary, 
it  will  be  seen  how  to  abate  tne  great 
cvfl  of  which  fht  Sheffield  practitionert 
complain,— iJio  roeomawndmjg  and  ad* 
mittug  impioper  persons  to  t&ir  advice 


*  It  i«  a  pUy  that  lo  the  futlU  hop«  of  conctlU 
nlin{r  the  prejudices  of  tome  of  the  portie«  n^ainct 

thr  title  .V(  <  I' f  porting,  the  (rovi  rnur^  i.  >  1 1 -ciitetl 
to  t'urego  lh.it  iiaine,  and  call  it  a  JJeHevolent  Dia« 
pe  nsary,  n-liiltit,  In  fact,  it  It  mOttttlf-MIipOrtlna 

tbaa  almoal  ouy  otiier* 
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in  iliupciisary  practice;  for  iiiblauce,  a 
fouUaaii  or  bullt^r  ukiug  wa^e«  of  50/* 
or  60iL  per  aiuiunk  Donestie  senruil* 
are  gmrallj  impimier  obiccte  of  dia* 

rity :  a  scrvant-maitT taking"  8/.  wasfcs  is 
better  oH'thaii  two-thuds  of  the  popula- 
tion ia  the  kiuj^^dum.  See  ber  approach 
the  hospital  with  an  out-oatieut's  ticket, 
clothed  and  fed  well :  follow  her,  when 
married,  to  beg  a  ticket  at  a  Ijin^-iu 
charity,  and  in  a  abort  time  you  may 
find  her  iu  the  workhouse -yaid,  trailing' 
for  caUflc^oD.  The  poor  woman  io  not 
to  blame;  you  may  feed  pigcona  till 
tbev  die  of  want 

Make  her,  and  ten  thousaiiti  iike 
her,  as  soon  as  thej  earn  wa^^cs,  pay 
a  penny,  a  luilf-penny,  a  pin's  head, 
a  something',  if  it  be  but  to  exliihit  a 
token  of  .scTf-iIe|»eu(liMice :  if  she  or  he 
is   too  ^or   m   spirit,  and  will  not 
pay  thia  snudl  trihute  to  freedom, 
dasB  them  at  oiioe  with  thoae  who  arc 
poor  in  moans  and  caimnt  pay.  Let 
them  come  to  the  dispensary   witli  a 
workhouse  ticket,  or  tney  may  still  go 
to  the  pariah  doelor.  Ctdldreii  of  im- 
providence or  misfortune,  as  it  may  hap- 
pen in  tlie  portal  of  their  ancient  iube- 
litanee,  parish  pay,  parish  physic,  and 
the  parish  wurkhouM:,  are  still  o^iea  to 
them,  and  miasi  ooBtimie  to  he,  till  the 
working  clasiies  peneife  the  hone  tit 
poor  law*  are  to  them  and  their  off^pn 
In  every  town  a  medical  comuubsiou 
of  three  mii^ht  be  estabUsbciIyand  make 
out  a  lift  of  such  peraona  who  were  pro* 
per  to  be  lalieved  as  patients  at  the 
dispensary;  and  T  sincerely  hope,  for 
the  »ake  of  the  working  peo])]e  them- 
selves, as  well  as  the  medical  practi- 
tioaeia,  thai  what  has  been  done  at 
Coventry,  Burton  on  Trent,  and  other 
places,  will  be  copied  at  Sheffield  and 
every  other  towu  a^d  village  iu  the 
king's  doBUBiou,  commaadiiiff'  the  aer* 
vice 'of  a  medical  man.    Let  ua  no 
longer  consent  to  be  the  slaves  of  a  sys- 
leTii  that  maea(la!iii/*'5;  tlie  way  to  the 
wurkhoui»e,  but  hv  allowed  the  right  of 

rejecting  aU  penons  whom  we  deem 

improper  objectn  of  eharity. 

Xhave  the  linntinr  to  remain 

Youx  humble  sen  ant, 

II.  L.  i^MITU. 


PROTEST 
AUAINSTTBK  INPtsCnmiflATB 

REL1£F  OF  AI  TLICANTS  AT 
DiSF£K$Afil£S. 


At  a  public  meetinijf  of  iho  members  of 
the  medical  profession  of  Shetiield,  held 
at  the  Saviugs'  Bauk,  ou  Wednesday 
eveniiigthe 31st Jul^,  Cordon  Thomp* 
son,  mJ).  uk  the  ehair,  it  was 

Kcsolved, — That  the  following  Memo- 
rial should  be  presented  to  the  Cover- 
nors  of  (he  Puolic  Dispensary,  at  the 
special  meeting  to  be  held  on  Mouda/ 
next. 

To  ihe  Gwemor*  of  ike  Sh^fiM  Puh^ 
He  MHqtemsary. 

Gentlemen, — Viewing  the  great  and 
continued  abuses  of  the  objects  and  in- 
tentions of  a  medical  charity,  which  have 
existed  in  yonr  institution,  and  whiek 
have  for  some  time  past  been  matter  of 
notoriety,  especially  among-  the  mem- 
bers of  the  profession  ;  at  a  full  and  ge- 
neral meeting  of  the  latter,  held  on  the 
22d  instant,  it  was  unanimouslj  agreed 
to  address  you  on  the  subject. 

When  your  memorial ist-^  eonsiMcr  the 
large  number  of  persons,  compared  w  ith 
the  popidation,  who  are  receiving  advice 
and  medicine  gratuitously,  whether  from 
the  numerous  benevolent  societies,  the 
various  excellent  parochial  rstablish- 
ments,  or  the  more  strictly  medical  cha- 
rities of  the  town  and  neighbourhood, 
they  cannot  resist  the  eonelusion,  that 
gratuitous  medical  rt  lief  is  alreadt/  too 
extensively  afforded  ;  and  that  here,  as 
in  all  similar  cases,  the  very  facilities 
of  obtaining  sueh  relief  mn1ti])ly  ihe  ap- 
Tilieants  for  it  bejond  all  reasonable 
oounds. 

When,  further,  your  memorialists  re- 
flect on  the  accumulated  instances  iu 
which  it  has  been  tmdeniably  ascertained 
that  the  circumstances  of  persons  obtain* 
ing  relief  at  your  i?istitiitIon  havv  hren 
such  as  to  render  (hi  in  nltttyethcr  inipro- 
per  objects  of  eharitify  not  only  are  they 
Strengthened  in  the  preceding  conclu- 
sion, out  tliey  feel,  and  they  wish  to  ex- 
press that  feeling  in  the  m(»>(  decided 
manner,  that  they  are  sujferintf  a  serious 
injury  at  your  hatuls. 

They  arc  aware,  gentlemen,  that  uour 
men  medicul  ojfficertf  with  commendable 
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zeal,  have  already  yeoreseuttU  to  ^ou 
this  fact  i  and  in  furtoer  oorroborattion 
thereof,  you  )>  ivi-  now  the  united  testi- 
mony of  the  prcf  sion. 

It  is  not  for  your  memorialists  to  dic- 
tate coirecttve  measures,  but  the)'  cannot 
reirain  from  expressing  their  opinion,  the 
truth  of  which  tneythinkmust  be  obvious 
to  everv  ♦•nparity,  thnt  no  cftVctiial  re- 
medy a'^aiiist  the  abuses  complained  of 
will  Wfound,  unUi$  governors  skailcare- 
fuUtf  examiws  into  ike  cireunutartce  of 
the  patients  whom  theif  recommend.  The 
prevalent  svstrm  of  indiscriminate  and 
uulimited  recommendation,  opens  a  door, 
of  the  very  widest  description,  for  the 
entrance  of  abuses. 

Whilst  tlie  cliicf  liibour  rnul  toil,  the 
anxiety  atul  tlu'  rtiponsibility,  attached 
to  our  institution,  devolve  upon  its  me- 
dical officers,  whose  tentieee  are  grutm- 
fouf,  it  were  surely  a  matter  of  personal 
honotir,  to  <;ny  imthijjg^  of  ri^ul,  that 
each  governor  ^l^l>ui(lJ  on  his  part,  exert 
himself  to  {pianl  ag^aiust  any  misappro- 
priation  of  its  benefits ;  to  take  care,  in 
short,  that  the  ])ractitiouer,  whilst  freely 
car«'ying'  the  aims  of  benevolence  into 
effect,  IS  uot  himself  dcirauded  of  his 
just  dues. 

Charity,  gentlemen,  you  are  aware, 
like  every  other  virtue,  demnTif?^  exer- 
tion «>n  the  part  of  those  who  prac  tise  it  ; 
and  in  the  opinion  of  your  memorialists, 
the  mere  annual  subscription  of  a  gui- 
nea,  is  iar  from  eonstitntingf  a  benevo- 
lent  or  praiseworthy  »ft,  wlillst  at  the 
same  time  the  subscriber  ncf^^lects  to  in- 
sure, so  far  as  his  knowledge  and  ability 
extend,  the  appropriation  of  that  sum  to 
the  succour  oi  really  indigent  persons. 
The  infHvi(?iril  trouble  this  mipfht  im- 
pose wouiU  i>c  iritlmg;  nor  can  theriffht 
of  Tecommendation  ^  said  to  be  no> 
nestly  and  conscientiously  exercised  by 
such  as  shrink  from  that  trouble. 

Justice,  it  shonlf^  remembered, pre- 
cedes generosity,  and  3  our  memorialists 
cannot  imust  too  strongly  on  this  point, 
the  disregard  of  which  mars  the  purport 
of  your  institution,  and  at  (he  same  time 
injures  the  intelligent  and  industrious 
practitioner^  without  whf»e  exertions  its 
veiT  existence  ceases* 

There  is  one  class  of  patients,  in  par- 
ticiilar,  cominniil  V  r(  liev  e<]  at  your  dis- 
pensary, that  eauuoi  in  any  way,  your 
awoMmalists  consider,  be  deemed  ])ruper 
objects  of  charity,  so  long  as  they  retain 
their  situations— namely^  domeUie  $er» 
vants. 


NATB  RBLIBF  AT  DISPBNSARIBS* 

And  a^ain,  your  iiiemorialists  arc  de. 
ctdedly  ol'imiuiou,  that  the  genermi 
fdopment  oj  women  in  midwifery  casen 
h  ^frotKfhf  ttt  he  C(mderiiiirrf^  since  it  di»«*S 
not  aftbrd  to  tlie  patinit  rlip  proteetifui 
from  danger,  uor  the  skiii  and  kitow. 
ledge,  eftientially  requisite  at  so  csitteal 
a  period  as  that  of  pavtorition.  It  is 
impossible  to  ruTive  at  a  coiTeef  roTifTu- 
sion  on  this  subject  by  inspectiut;  t;it»los 
of  deaths  and  recoveries  from  duld-birih. 
The  evils  lesulting  from  the  pncliee  al- 
luded to  are  ulterior  and  consecutive, 
Lingfrinpf,  painful,  and  ofteu  fatal  dis- 
orders, are  toe  consequence  of  this  prac- 
ticOf-^a  fact  of  which  your  memorialists 
bave  had  too  fi«quent  and  too  soit^swlitl 
experience. 

But  independently  of  these  serious 
considerations,  your  memorialists  are 
unanimously  of  opinion,  that  an  estsu 
blishment  of  this  nature  conoected  with 
the  (li'^in  nsary  is  altorjcthrr  unritffrd  ff^r^ 
since  must  an)|de  provision  for  attend- 
ance in  necessitous  cases  of  midwifery 
already  exists  at  the  poor  house.  There, 
too,  the  plan  Hhich  is  acted  upon  pre- 
vents the  possibility  of  improper  ot^feois 
beiug  relieved. 

Finally,  gentlemen,  it  cannot  ainvlir 
be  neednil  ror  your  memorialists  to  s»> 
vert  to  the  notorious  improvidence  of  the 
tf)\^  er  orders,  nor  to  the  striking  at^tneU' 
tation  of  that  improvidence^  which  hms 
universallg  been  ohtented  to  follow  the 
imnehextentum^fffratmitoueteelief.  Hoi 
only  hv  t}n*  means  are  the  good  inten- 
tions of  the  charitable  frustrated,  but  an 
increasing  evil  is  inflicted  on  society, 
and  that  evil  is  transmitted  to  posteritv. 

Your  memorialists  have  almost  daily 
opportunity  of  witnessing  the  tnith  m 
these  observations ;  of  remarking  how 
that  which  ought  to  be  laid  up  against 
the  accidents  of  life,  is  wasted  in  riotous 
and  luxurious  livintr;  bow  evil  habits 
are  thn'?  nefjuirefl,  and  the  future  is  rc- 
gaitled  vviiii  recklessnefM  or  inditiercnoe, 
because  it  is  considered  as  already  snffi. 
dently  eamd  for  by  others.  And  traly, 
•renflenien,  unless  some  efticient  mea- 
sures be  adopted  to  repress  the  growing 
abuse  of  yourcharity,  the  swelling  num. 
hers  exhibited  in  eaca  animal  report,  so 
far  from  yieMing  a  means  of  estimating 
tlie  amount  of  g(»od  effected,  will  rather 
tend  to  demonstrate  the  extent  to  winch 
the  evil  has  been  earned.  * 

Had  not  this  evil  alieady  assumed  an 
intportant  mn'^iiitude,  your  memorialists 
uould  uot  have  felt  ju«lified  in  tliu& 
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publicly  aiklreisiiicr  you.  They  wore 
persuaded,  however,  that  such  a  mea- 
sure was  imperative  on  them,  not  only 
in  justice  to  tbemselTes,  but  also  in  com- 
pliance Mith  their  duty  to  the  public, 
who  will  thus  be  better  enabled  to  judg^e 
of  the  extent  to  which  your  chari^  is 
en^ed  to  sunport.  And  whilst  your 
memorialists  thus  (irmly,  jet  respeet- 
fully,  express  tln  ir  sentiments,  tuese, 
they  doubt  not,  %vill  rer  r-ive  from  ^  on 
all  the  consideration  aud  attention  wbicii 
their  impoftanee  denanda. 
signed  hy 

CoKVBN  Thompson^  M.D. 

Chairmun. 

John  Carr.  Henry  iiardy, 

Ed.6iUott  W.FaveU. 

J.  F.  Wright.        James  Wild. 
Jnmos  Walker.       R.  G.  Holland. 
John  Foster.  Knowlton  Wilson. 

H.P.Harwood,M.DG.  C.  Holland,M.D. 
6.  Reedal.  J.  FaveU. 

H.  Boiiltbe««F.L.S.  R.  S.  Taylor, 
Geo  Tnrfon.  Charles  Eadon. 

E.  1  bouipson .         Francis  Pearson* 
Wright  Wilson.      John  Hall. 
Joseph  Law.         Joseph  Riley. 
Thos.  Readc.         Wilson  Overend. 
.Tos«  ph  Ing-all.        Henry  FLsher. 
Joiiu  P.  Lewis.       £.  W.  Ridiardsoo. 
Mm  Green.         John  Turton. 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

Saturdt^t  September  21^1^ 

'*  X,\ett  omnlbut,  licet  etlam  miht,  dlgulUten 
ArU$  Menem  tuerl  i  potaitu  motto  wotoDdi  In 
|p«lilt4ttto  sliv  lUomdl  pcifMlnm  non  nooMi*' 

GMsaoi. 

STATE  OP  THE  METROPOLIS  WM 
REGARD  TO  CHOLERA. 

Wfi  bnre  received  a  conuniinicatioo 
from  one  of  the  Foreigfn  Consulates,  in- 
fbnning  us  that  the  orders  of  their  Go> 
▼enunoit  wen  peremptoiy,  that  tbej 
should  be  guided  exelosively  by  what 
appeared  in  this  journal  on  the  subject 
of  cholera,  and  that  clean  bills  of  health 
wc.c  not  to  be  granted  until  ve  stated 
the  disease  to  have  subsided,  whatever  an* 
nouncement  might  be  made  elsewhere. 
The  some  fact  has  formed  the  subject  of 


a  letter  addressed  to  us  by  a  mercantile 
house  in  the  city;  with  the  addition 
that  some  of  the  Foreign  Consuls  will 
not  grant  clean  bills  so  long  as  wc  men- 
tion the  occurrence  of  any  deaths  from 
cholera,  even  though  uaaccompanied  by 
any  comment. 

i  i  um  til  is  it  would  appear  that  our 
Oovt  niment  authorities  hnve  not  e»- 
capeti  witliout  some  suspicion  of  their 
absolute  good  f;iith  ;  and,  indeed,  it 
is  consistent  with  our  knowledge,  that 
agents  of  the  French  and  Spanish, 
ajid  we  believe  also  of  the  Russian 
and  Svvedi&b  governments,  had  report- 
ed the  re-appearance  of  the  epitleniic 
before  it  was  openly  avowed  to  ex- 
ist. In  making  tliis  remark,  how- 
ever, we  do  not  mean  to  blame  tliose 
cmpl'iv*  d  by  our  owu  Gov  t  rnment, 
because,  while  the  benefit  resulting 
from  publicity  is  doubtful,  the  evil 
which  results  to  eommerec  is  great  and 
immediate.  But  as  society  is  consti- 
tutcd  in  tliis  country,  it  is  im))ossible 
for  any  exertion  of  atithority,  w  hether 
positive  or  negative,  to  conceal  the 
presence  of  any  prevalent  malady ;  and 
therefore,  when  such  exists,  the  an- 
nonncement  wonld  come  with  a  better 
grace  from  the  finmtain-head  than  flom 
a  oollatefal  ioiiroe,snch  as  public  ramonry 
or  leports  made  in  this  or  anj  other  pe- 
liodicaL  We  allude  particvlady  to  the 
question  now,  because  the  same  stale  of 
matters  will  in  all  human  probability 
recur  next  season,  and  the  line  of  oon- 
duet  to  be  then  pursued  ought  to  be  nuu 
tmeljr  weighed  befttehaad.  We  fear 
that  the  seeds  of  the  disease  Imk  in 
everj  country  in  Europe,  and  w01  from 
time  to  time  shew  thenachres  under  ces- 
tain  circumstances  calculated  to  ianNir 
them,  but  of  whidi  circumstances  Htde 
is  yet  known,  except  that  they  seem  to 
be  generally  counted  with  a  wann 
state  of  atmosphertk  Gfaoiera  came  to  - 
ns  from  a  hot  cliinote,  and  in  our 
colder  regions  seems  to  be  favoured 
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by,  if  not  absolutely  to  requirt ,  an  luia- 
lo{jfoiis  clevatiuu  ol  temjjf ralurc.  \Vc 
Uierc  lure  entirely  concur  in  the  sentimental 
of  the  Lords  of  the  Privj  Council,  that 
they  wish  il  to  be  cleari/  undentood, 
tbat  they  consider  tbe  disease  may  now 
be  looked  upon  as  domesticated  in  tbe 
graater  part  of  Europe,  in  tbe  same  man* 
neras  the  small.pox,  and  may  theiefore 
be  expected  to  re-ap})ear  oceasionallj.** 
If  this  be  really  i^e  case,  as  we  be* 
Ibve  it  is,  then  wonld  it  be  of  great  im- 
portance that  proper  repteaentattons 
should  be  made  to  the  fordgn  govern* 
ments  most  oencenied  in  onr  tiadoi  thai 
they  may  cease  to  stiive  against  a& 
enemy  which  has  already  shofrn  itself 
too  subtle  to  be  opposed  by  sanitary 
enactments,  and  which,  in  fiict,  does  not 
now  require  either  ships  or  me  rchandize 
to  convey  it;  for  we  hold  that  it  has 
made  its  lodgment  in  every  country  in 
Europe,  and  though  it  may  at  the  mo< 
ment  be  dormant,  is  nevertheless  ready 
to  be  developed  when  dvcumstanoea 
prove  favourable. 

As  to  the  present  state  of  the  metro- 
polis with  regard  to  cholera — the  disease 
has  unquestioimMj  greatly  diiuiiiished 
during-  the  last  fortnight.  Last  year  it 
became  fcnnidable  in  July ;  liad  at- 
tained its  ^f^K  itpst  severity  by  the  end  of 
August;  and  Inmi  that  time  deellned. 
The  sanu!  has  been  the  ease  llii^  bea.soii 
— will)  iliis  lavourable  difference,  that 
the  niiiabers  upon  the  whole  have  been 
smaller,  and  the  decline  has  taken 
place  rather  earlier.  With  respect  to 
the  comparative  degrees  of  prevalence 
during  last  year  as  conriared  tu  this, 
we  belie>e  that  they  will  be  found 
decidedly  in  favour  of  the  present  sea- 
son. According  to  the  Bills  of  Mor- 
tality, Aug.  14,  the  deaths  fiom 
oholefa  amounted  to  106 ;  Aug.  13, 1B33, 
to  186:— Aug.  91, 16ttl,  they  amounted 
to  116;  Aug.  20,  1833,  to  ]78>*Aug. 
38,1832,  to 274;  Aug.  27, 1833,  to  135: 
—Sept.  4, 1833k  to  157;  Sept.  3, 1833, 


to  Cy:— Sept.  11, 1832,  to  257;  Sept.  lO 
1833,  to62:— 8ept  18,  1832,  1^4  j 
Sept.  17,  1833,  29(?)* 

Though  as  we  have  said  the  decline 
took  place  rather  earlier  than  last  »ca<»oD , 
yet  it  was  then  seanely  lesa  rapid,  tlie 
deaths  by  tbe  Bills  of  Mortality  baving' 
fallen,  between  Sept.  18  and  Sept.  26, 
iroml64to39! 

Now  with  regard  to  the  anthority  of 
the  BiUs  of  Mortality,  they  cannot  be 
looked  upon  as  abaolutely  accurate,  bnt 
they  certainly  ifumisb  us  with  an  n^ 
'  proximation  to  the  truth  as  to  the  dia* 
tricts  to  which  they  refer,  and  perimpa* 
if  we  double  the  number  of  deaths  fnma 
cholera  reported  in  the    Bills,**  mad 
assume  this  as  the  total  number  wliich 
has  occurred  in  the  metropolis,  we  abalf 
not  be  far  wide  of  the  mark.  AccordiBfp 
to  the  least  favourable  view  of  matten^ 
cholera  may  with  justice  be  saiii  m» 
longer  to  exist  in  London  as  an  epide- 
mic.    Tbe  few  cases  that  now  occnr 
are  q>oradic~>do  not  spread — and  in  all 
human  probability  will  soon  disappear 
for  the  prc^nt.    In  our  humble  judg- 
ment, therefore,  there  is  nothing  to  w«r^ 
rant  the  withholding  of  clean  bills  of 
health  from  vesteU  procemHnff  from  tkm 
port  qf  London. 

ALDERS6ATE  DISPENSARY* 

Tas  unhappy  Secvetaiy  to  this  iastil». 
tion  continues  to  figure  in  all  the  jonr- 
aals  and  newspapers,  his  name  bein|f 
appended  to  two  daily  begging  adver* 
tisements — one  for  physicians  and  ano> 
tfaer  for  sutgeons.  But  aa  yet,  notwith- 
standing the  easy  terms  ollered,  namsw 
ly,  that  they  shall  have  passed  their 
examinations— or  skaii  bo  qmUJiod  lo 

•  The  number  la  tbe  BiU«  of  MorUllty 
Sept.  17lb  1ft  lOlt  tot  tbta  ipclades  80  caaes 
wnicta  1uiT«  occnrivd  in  Jtt  weetoat  Clcrkenwell» 

and  which  were  not  previouHly  reported-  Divid- 
ing the  60  by  b  wi'iild  ^ve  16  per  week  ;  but  as 
tbe  dlteaie  has  diminUlied  no  iinuh  during  tbe 
laat  lortalgbi,  we  think  that  in  taking  &*  the  pre- 
•mtnantaer  one  half  of  what  it  wa^  when  ut  the 
nmloiuw,  we  on  probaUly  ntlitr  above  titao  be* 
lew  Ibe  lnith«*Ee.  Oac 
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have  (lo)ifi  uo  candidate  has  ap- 
j»can  (1.  Six  vacancies,  and  none  to  fill 
thcni !  why  the  Committee  bad  better 
scinl  al)out  the  common  crier:  surely 
there  l)c  some  in  London,  amid  the  mass 
of  eaL,n  I  asjjirants  in  our  pruicssion, 
who  Uiuilil  bo  persuaded  to  accept  the 
offices,  if  not  gratuitously,  ai  least — for 
a  consideration.  Mr.  Dalryniplc,  it  is 
is  true,  ofiercd  liimself,  but  immediately 
Tetracted  on  finding'  how  matters  stood : 
lie  did  weU|  and  did  so  just  in  time.  lie 
and  Dr.Tates,  of  Wilton  Crescent,  attend 
at  tbe  Dispensary  pro  tempers :  this  is 
pardcularly  good>natufed  on  their  parts, 
and  bdeed  imlher  more  than  wis  neees- 
naiy,  as  the  late  medical  officers  an- 
nounced their  intention  of  receiving  the 
patients  at  their  own  homes  till  their 
sueoesson  were  appointed.  It  wiU  he 
disgraoefol  if  pliysicians  or  surgeons  be 
found  to  accept  the  appointments  after 
what  has  pamc^,  and  the  tradesmen,  who 
compose  the  mass  of  governors  of  the 
Dispensaiy,  thus  be  enabled  to  offer  an 
insult  to  die  whole  medical  profession. 
We  theiefore  trust  we  shall  see  them 
compelled  both  to  annul 'the  motion 
which  puts  up  the  offices  to  sale,  and  to 
reinstate  those  who  lately  dischaiged 
the  duties  so  faithAilly  as  to  receive  an 
unanimous  vote  of  thanks,  couched  in 
the  strongest  terms,  from  the  veiy  men, 
who,  at  tfie  same  moment,  by  passing  a 
law  derogatoiy  to  dieir  re^tectabOi^, 
forced  tfiem  to  retire. 

A  requisition,  ^vhich  originated  with 
some  of  the  independent  Governors,  is 
in  course  of  signature,  caUiiig  upon  the 
Committee  to  take  immediate  steps  to 
adjust  the  difference  between  them  and 
thf  medical  gentlemen. 

Mil.  CHOSSE,  OF  NORWICH. 

This  gentleman,  who  has  taken  great 
pains  in  communicating  to  his  pu- 
pil.<i  the  rcsulLit  of  Uh  own  acute  ob- 
servation and  extetisive  experience  In 
the  fonn  of  clinical  leeturus,  bm  latdj 


received  a  g^ratilying  mark  of  the  value 
which  his  junior  mends  attach  to  his 
instructions.  A  few  days  ago  they 
made  him  a  present  of  a  handsome  piece 
of  plate,  which  had  been  preparea  un- 
known to  him,  and  whicli  bore  the 
inscription—**  Presented  to  J. G. Crosse, 
Esq.  by  the  Pupils  who  have  attended 
his  Clinical  Lectures  at  tlie  Norfolk  and 
Norwich  Hospital,  S^t.  17, 183a" 


DR.  GORDON  SMITH. 

W£  regret  to  announce  the  deatii  of 
Dr.  Gordon  Smith,  lately  Professor  of 
Medical  Jurisprudence  at  tlie  Gower- 
street  School.  The  place  nnd  circuni- 
stances  of  his  death  are  of  ion  jiainful  a 
nature  to  be  dwelt  upon,  aud  we  there- 
fore would  rather  aavert  to  an  earlier 
eriod  of  his  career,  when  bis  faculties, 
eing  yet  uninip;nr(»d  by  disease,  he 
produced  one  or  lv*o  works  on  Forensic 
Medicine,  which  cuntaiii  a  good  deal  of 
useful  matter,  though  put  together  in 
rather  a  desultory  and  curious  fashion. 
Of  his  later  productions,  which  have 
appeared  in  some  of  our  coutemporaries, 
we  shall  only  say,  that  as  they  boi  e  in. 
tetnal  evidence  of  tbe  distressing  cir- 
cumstances under  which  they  were 
penned,  they  nu^ht  in  common  feeling 
to  have  been  suppi-ci>sed. 


ACADEMY  OP  MEDICINE,  PARIS. 

TNlcsday,  September  10,  1833. 
M.  Brescukt  is  the  Cuair. 


Remarkable  Case  of  Extra^Uteritut 
Preffuanvi/. 
M.Jules  Cloquet  read  an  account  ot 
a  mummified  fcetus,  found  in  the  dead 
body  of  a  woman  aped  78 :  it  had  been 
contained  in  a  cyst  in  the  left  iliac  fossa, 
adherent  to  the  peritoneum,  but  |>»  r 
fectly  detached  from  the  uterus  and  fal- 
lopian tubes;  it  was  a  fdetns  of  three 
months,  ossified  ;  it  wan  mutilated  in 
the  legs  by  tlie  rough  handling  of  the 
toll-keepers  between  Genes  and  Pan«. 

M.  Breschet  looked  upon  this  as  an 
interesting  case,  lor  he  did  not  know  of 
any  other  weU^dientioated  instance  of 
extra,  uteri  lie  ])entoneal  pregnancy. 

M.  J.  Cloquet  observ  ed,  that  tbouyph 
thtt  sort  of  pregnane;^  had  not  been  ae. 
Bonstnted  aa  o<;eiiinDg  in  the  hnmaii 
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■pecies,  it  was  eommon  among'  animals ; 
aneen  years  n^^-o  he  gave  the  faculty  an 
account  of  a  feinalo  cat,  which  had  at 
her  umhilicus  two  tumors,  the  size  of 
larg^e  chesnuts,  receiving  their  vessels 
from  the  peritoneum  and  adherinfif  to 
the  parietes  of  the  abdomen.  l%eae 
tumors  contained  fcetosea  quite  indepen- 
dent of  the  uterus. 

M.  Velpcau  tlioueht  that  the  fact  of 
the  ezialence  of  atxtominaJ  pregfnancy 
was  now  ahundnntly  proved ;  particu- 
larly hy  tw  o  cases  lately  published  —one 
of  them  hj  M.  Gaidc,'  in  the  Archives, 
in  wbidi  ^  whole  ttferine  apparatus, 
tubes,  ovaries,  and  all,  were  sound. 

M.  Capuntn  recollected  a  case  which 
he  h;id  observed  w  ith  M.  Lisfranc,  and 
an  account  of  which  he  had  communis 
rated  to  the  Academy:  it  was  that  of  a 
lady  .who  was  supposed  to  laboor  nader 
retroversion  of  the  utents.  There  was 
a  tumor  in  tlie  aUomen  the  size  of  the 
two  fists,  situated  across,  but  quite  dis- 
thict  from,  the  aexual  organs :  a  rounded 
opening  gfa?e  issue  to  a  foetos  into  the 
rectum. 

M.  Velpcau  reminded  the  Academy  of 
ihe  preparation  in  the  ])osse8sion  orM. 
Esquirol,  and  an  account  of  which  was 
published,  by  M.  Metivie,  two  or  three 
years  ag-o. 

M.  Ksquirol  said  it  belong-ed  to  a 
woman  about  68  yeais  of  age,  and  the 
cyst  that  contained  the  foetus  was  ouite 
independent  of  the  internal  genital  or* 
gans. 

M.Moreaucitedtwosimilarcases ;  and 
M.  J.  Cloquet  added,  that  in  the  pre- 
sent instance  the  mommifled  ftetus  w  as 

enveloped  in  a  membrane,  a  centimetre 
in  thickness,  and  that  the  mother  had 
always  enjoyed  good  health,  and  had 
borne  three  children. 
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[The  following  coses  we  select  from  the 
CUnicul  UepiTts  of  Dr.  M acfarx^ane  —  a 
work  containing  mach  iiaefai  practical 
matter.] 

ON  rftOLAPsos  or  tbb  amvu. 

This  troublesome  complaint,  when  it 
occurs  in  elderly  people,  may  resist  nil  the 
ordinary  local  remedies,  and  be  curable 
only  by  a  stngical  openttion.  It  Is  with 
the  view  of  directing  attention  to  the  uti- 
lity of  the  treatment  recommended  bv  the 
late  Mr.  IJey,  of  Leeds,  in  continued  and 


obstinate  forms  of  the  disease,  Hhrnt  t 
shall  shortly  narrate  the  three  following 

cases:— 

Cask  L— PMopnu  Ani,  ewni  ly  Mr.  JXcjf^ 
Ofimtiam. 

A.  M'D.  set.  .08,  admitte<l  l.jtli  May, 
1626w   Had  Ijccn  a  ]>atient  in  one  of  the 
medical  wards  for  several  weeks  on  account 
of  diarriMBa*  which  was  accompuiiie*]  by 
tenesmus  and  prolapsus  ani,  with  hKM»dy- 
and  mucous  eracuatioiis.  The  bowdl  com- 
plaint was  better;  hot  the  slightest  stnun. 
ing,  on  attempting  to  emnty  the  bladder 
or  rectum,  caused  an  inimecliate  prolapsus. 
This  ahio  occurred  ulicn  he  gut  into  au 
erect  position,  the  tumor  wliich  formed 
appearing  to  be  comp))sed  of  two  different 
parts.    Close  to  the  verge  of  the  anus, 
there  was  obaerred  a  broad  lifer-colc>urt:d 
fold  of  the  mucons  memlmme,  which  had 
an  irregular  surface,  apparently  product<i 
bv  a  varicose  enlargement  of  Uie  heiuor> 
rhoidal  veins:  this  sarroanded  the  Utffrv 
and  central  tumor,  whieh  was  evidently 
formed  by  a  protrusion  of  the  gut  itself. 
A  good  deal  of  pain  and  lia^morrhage  foi> 
lowed  tlie  descent  of  these  parts,  bnt  thcj 
were  readily  returned  when  he  was  rscua- 
bent 

The  total  ineAcacy  of  ereiy  mode  of 

treatment  which  Dr.  Brown,  one  of  the 
physicians  to  the  infinnary,  had  judiciously 
employed,  and  the  existence  of  great  re- 
laxation of  the  intmments  around  the 
anus,  led  me  to  try  Mr.  Hey's  operatiois. 
The  whole  loose  integument  was  removed 
with  a  pair  of  curved  sci&sors,  along  witli 
a  portion  of  its  >,ubjacent  cellular  textum^ 
but  witliout  including  any  of  the  tuUcrcu- 
lated  fold  of  mucous  membrane  which 
escaped  from  within  the  sphincter.  A  fina 
compress  and  T  bandage  were  applied;  ho 
was  coutined  in  a  recunibi  nt  position ; 
proper  ullcution  was  paid  to  hLt  buwaU  ^ 
and  although  a  prolapsus  tnok  plaeeAMr 
.several  da^s  on  Lis  going  to  stool,  vet  a 
cure  wa^  accompli.sbed,  and  he  leii  the 
house  on  the  16th  of  June. 

Case  II. —  ProLipim  Am,  cured  hy  Mr.  Uey*t 
Oi>fr(t  t  ion — TroubleMtne  H a  morrhage. 

E.  "VV.  about  50  yearn  of  age,  had  been 
affected  with  a  prolapsu.s  ani  for  nine 
months,  and  had  tried  a  variety  of  treat, 
mcnt  before  he  applied  for  my  ailritr,  in 
the  waitiug-room  of  the  infirmary,  on  the 
S4tfa  Jnly,  18901  He  had  a  sallow,  an. 
healthy  appearance;  and  the  protruded 
parts,  which  escaped  when  he  was  stand- 
ing, as  well  as  when  he  went  to  slooL 
were  large,  thickened,  livid,  painful,  ano 
bleti  on  the  slightest  touch.  The  louse 
integuments  around  the  anus  were  re. 
mored  by  the  cur?ed  scissors,  along  with 
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an  irritable  and  slightly  ulcerated  portion 

<>r  till'  nnjcoiis  membrane,  which  was  pro- 
jected from  within  the  sphincter.  'I'ho 
hsemorrfaage  was  rather  profbsc^  but  ap< 
pearcd  to  be  arrested  by  the  application  of 
a  cold  coni])r»'ss,  and  firm  pressure;  it, 
however,  returned  in  three  hours:  the  pa- 
tient beeune  fldntish  and  cold ;  he  had  an 
urgent  desire  to  tj^o  to  stoo!  ;  nnrl  on  re 
moving  the  bandage  and  comprc&s,  he 
voided  nearly  a  pound  of  coagulnte<l  blood. 
Br  using  the  dilator,  a  small  bleeding  wet- 
se!  wa^  scrnrcd  within  the  sphincter,  and 
both  end»  of  the  ligature  cut  oflf  close  to 
the  hnot  In  a  ibrtnighf  the  prolapsus 
was  effectually  cured,  and  the  patient 
speedily  xegained  bis  Ibrmer  state  of  health. 

The  following  case  was  cured  by  opera- 
tion, after  rr«^istinj(  every  variety  of  treat- 

mcui  lor  alx  ut  two  years:-— 

CaS£  hi.— Pro^pnu  Ami — Operation'^ Cur$, 

W.  A.  n'Tt  <1  bcrnmea  district  patient 
in  the  b^miung  ot  F  ebruary  1829,  on  ac- 
count or  the  abore  tit>ablesonie  disease. 
The  gut  descended  for  more  than  two 
inches  on  cvcrv  attempt  to  evacuate  the 
bowelS|  accompanied  bv  considerable  pain 
and  tenesmus.  Wbenne  remained  for  a 
few  minutes  in  an  erect  position,  the  same 
displacement  took  place  slowly,  although 
no  propulsive  efforts  were  employed ;  this, 
howerer,  lie  eonld  prevent  by  pressure  on 
the  anus.  There  was  first  projeetotl  fVom 
the  anus,  a  circular  fold  of  tlic  mucous 
membrme  of  the  reetnm,  at  its  Teige  of  a 
livid  c«dour  and  tul>erculated  appearance, 
soon  followed  by  the  eonipletc  (icseent  of 
the  b«)\vcl,  and  hiemorrhage  from  iuuu* 
merable  points.  He  genendly  succeeded 
in  replacing  the  part  ny  assuming  the  re- 
cumbcnt  posture,  and  maintaining  gentle, 
but  continued  pressure,  for  a  few  minutes. 
At  an  earlier  period,  however,  the  protru- 
sion of*cn  continutd  for  liours  before  it 
tould  be  returned.  His  jreneral  health 
was  greatly  impaired,  andne  was  unable 
to  follow  his  employment,  from  t!u  eon- 
tinned  irritntion  and  almost  daily  attacks 
of  iiannoi  i  liaise. 

On  examining  the  anus  after  the  got 
was  replaced,  tlir  "surrounding  integuments 
were  found  extremely  relaxed.  There 
existed  sndh  an  umutural  looeeoess  in  the 
attachment  of  the  shin  around  the  anus  to 
its  corresponding  cellular  meni1>r?inr,  that 
it  could  be  easily  drawn  out  wiih  tlte 
fingers,  in  the  form  of  one  or  more  large 
flajjs.  Having  succeeded  in  two  similar 
cases,  which  cume  under  my  care  in  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  during  t£e  summer  of 
1896,  in  coronletely  curing  the  disease,  by 
cutting  off  the  loose  integument*:,  n<:  re- 
commended bj  the  late  Mr.  Hey,  1  deter- 
mined t»  try  it  in  this  caie.  The  skin  waa 


drawn  as  far  out  as  possible  Int  ibroad  llaps^ 

and  cut  off  with  tli«  '^i  i'^^.trs  in  :i  i  irrnlaT 
direction  until  all  the  huptriiuous  mtcga* 
ment  was  removed,  including  a  portion  of 
the  livid  and  tubercnlated  fold  of  mucous 
membrancwhich  was  projected  from  within 
the  sphincter.  The  pain  was  trifling,  and 
only  a  few  drops  of  blood  were  lost  A 
soft  compress  and  T  bandage  were  ap]>lied, 
and  he  was  strictly  confined  to  Ixd.  For 
a  few  days,  a  partial  procidentia  took 

i)lace  on  every  attempt  to  go  to  stool.  He 
lada  good  deul  of  pain  and  inflamrnntion 
around  the  anu«,  with  complete  retention 
of  urine^  which  leoaived  the  nequent  intro- 
duction of  the  cuweter.  In  ten  days  aAcr 
the  operation,  he  was  able  to  wallc  nlwnt, 
and  void  his  stools,  without  anv  return  of 
the  disease,  and  In  three  weeks  ne  was  ner* 
fectly  cured.  Pressure  was  continued  to 
the  part  for  some  time  longer,  occasional 
doses  of  castor  oil  were  prescribed,  aiul 
he  was  enjoined  to  avoid  straining  at  stool. 

There  will  gen»'ri!ly  he  r  >niHl,  in  obsti- 
nate and  long-oontmued  iorms  of  this  dis- 
ease, a  great  relaxation  in  the  connexion 
of  the  rectum  at  its  lower  part,  with  the 
snrroimding  textures.  This  circumstance, 
aiUiuu;,^ii  it  may  not  be  the  original  causc^ 
is  sufficient,  in  many  cases,  to  account  for 
the  continuance  of  tin  displrtcement  in 
chronic  and  inveterate  cases,  although  I 
believe  it  is  generally  accompanied  by  a 
diminished  power  of  the  s])hiacter.  If 
the  rectum,  in  conwpience  being  much 
irritated,  as  in  various  bowel  complaiutSy 
nitimatdy  becomes  relaxed,  the  tenasmnsy 
which  is  an  invariable  attendant,  may  so 
overconif  tlie  sphincter  as  to  give  rise  to  a 

Srocideuiiu.  but  when,  a»  in  tiie  case  now 
etailed,  the  evect  position  is  snffieient  tir 
cause  a  dcsrcnt  of  the  gut,  ^vr  Itn^r 
grounds  for  bciieTing,  that  beiiidc's  the  re- 
laxed state  of  the  rectum,  there  exists  a 
want  of  power  in  the  sphincter  muscle, 
which  part,  n'nngwitb  the  levator  an i,  is 
mainly  in&irumental  in  maintaining  the 
rectum  In  its  natural  litaation.  In  the 
cases  detailed  by  Mr.  Iley,  there  existed, 
in  eonil)ination  with  relaxation  of  the  in- 
teguments, one  or  more  livid  tubercles  at 
the  rer^^e  of  the  anu^v,  ^^  hich  were  also  re- 
m»)veil.  lie  expected  from  this  operation, 
that  inflammation  of  the  surrounding  cel- 
lular texture  would  be  excited,  the  attaeh< 
mcnt«  of  the  rectum  consolidated,  and  the 
power  of  sphincter  improved.  In  a  ma- 
jority of  cases  the  disease  will  be  found  to 
yield  (altb«Migb  the  cure  is  often  tedious 
and  protracted)  to  the  local  applications 
and  internal  remedies  usually  employed. 
Should  it  continue,  however,  as  sometimes 
happens  after  the  exciting  cau.«e  has  been 
removed,  we  will  'nrf^st()!it<ll\  fl:id  that 
the  loose  state  of  tiie  skin  arouad  tiie  anus, 

and  the  relaxed  attachmenti  of  the  netom 
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at  its  termination,  bcconuj  the  primmty 
causes  of  the  continuance  of  the  disease. 
It  is  I  conceive,  in  such  circnmstaDoet 
ihat  this  simple  opentioii  mty  be  bene* 
ficiaUj  •dopted. 

SPO^iTANEOT  S  A^fPLTATION  OF 

Tin:  \.v:g. 

M.  OB  L4corx  latelj  related  to  the  Aca. 
demr  of  Medicine  m  cuions  feet  wbicb 

t  .nn  nndiThis  observation  during^  the  war 
witlj  Uas>i;r  V  Polish  pendant  having 
been  bitten  in  the  leg  hy  a  viper,  put  un  a 
ligMnre  in  the  manner  whidi  is  tradition^ 
nllv  H'snal  among  his  countrvnien.  In  four 
or  ifivc  days  the  Umb  becanie  sphacelated 
and  detached:  there  was  some  little  he- 
morrhaga^  bat  it  was  easily  itofiped.  The 
lijrattirc  consisted  of  n  common  cord, 
wrap[>«d  up  in  a  handki  rchief;  and  the 
l>laee,  wheie  it  was  applied,  was  abont 
fonr  iinhes  below  the  knee  i)an.  Almost 
the  whole  of  tlie  liUula  was  unoovored; 
the  tibia  nut  «]uitc  .so  much  so ;  and  tlie 
liaib,  prcvioae  to  its  sepamtion,  bad  be- 
eome  dried  up  and  \nthcred  to  about  Xv>o 
thirds  of  its  natoial  size.  —  Gaiett*  da 

EFFECTS  OF  THE  8TINO  OF  THE 
TARANTULA. 

M.  RiNii,  a  Neapolitan  phyucian,  lately 

read  a  memoir  before  the  AcadcmlL"  dc  3Ie. 
decinc,  un  the  subject  of  Tarentisme.  The 
tarantnla**tbe  insect  wMcti  gives  rise  to 
this  affection— in  of  variable  bulk;  it  h 
sometimes  found  as  larij^c  as  a  ber tie  Its 
sting  produces  at  first  a  little  inliamma- 
tion,  like  that  fW>m  the  sting  of  a  bee;  the 
patient  presently  becomes  gloomy  and  nin- 
rose;  his  chest  expands  with  (liflieulty  ;  lie 
has  giddiness  and  irregular  jmlsu  ;  he  falls 
into  a  slate  of  moping,  which  can  scarcely 
be  dispeHr  1.  31usic  is  generally  employed 
by  the  jteupie  for  the  purpose;  and  the 
sounds  of  a  violin  or  a  bagpipe  are  deemed 
most  efficacious  for  curing  the  disorder: 
"  will  he,  nill  he,"  the  patient  set';  to 
dance,  he  perspires,  and  never  ceases  till 
be  fsdls  asleep.  This  sleep  cnres  him. 
The  dance  in  (luesthm  is  tlie  tmc  tar. ,),t,  //  i. 
Ammonia,  treacle,  the  saline  waters  in  tiic 
environs  of  a  neighbouring  convent,  fn. 
migations,  and  citric  acid  in  drinks,  are 
also  used;  bnt  diineint!:  tbi*  sure  remedy 
for  restoring  the  troubled  innervation. 
Two  or  three  cases  wers  related  bj  H. 
Rinzi.  The  memoir  was  referred  to  a 
c^jm mission,  and  the  report  by  M.  Virey 
has  been  nut  unfavourable;  but  instead  of 
awarding  their  thanks  to  the  author,  it 
was  ai^reed  tbnt  Hinzi'';  ]>!iper  should 
be  simphr  deposited  in  the  archives.— 
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*  The  increase  of  deaths  by  Cholera,  «Mch 
here  appears  to  have  talccn  plaee,  haaarlflcs  trom 
the  neglect  of  the  Clerk  of  the  parish  nf  St.  Jame*. 
Cterkenwell,  to  report  in  due  order  :  his  return* 
^vh  >,  \^  fur  flrs  weeks,  ttslctf  80(0  luve  died  or 
ttiat  dtsordtrr. 
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NOTICES. 

Several  papers  on  the  treatment  of 
Cholera  have  been  sent  to  us,  partieularly 
a  very  voluminous  uud  elaborate  one  from 
Walsall.  We  have  ahready  said  that  w« 
cnnjMit  find  room  for  eommunieation.s  on 
tlus  subject,  unless  they  be  very  euncise, 
and  contain  something  really  novel  and 
useful. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  n-ceive  thejMrMcliMl 
letter  offered  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Mr.  Kiniiain*8  olfor  is  fery  Idad :  we 
.<^lionId  be  glad  to  see  the  MSS.  of  which 

he  speaks. 

The  second  letter  on  Medical  Nomen- 
clature is  not  pesiwsei  of  loflkieBt  iBl»> 
rest  ibr  our  pages. 

Vr*  Wueoir,  Frlaltr»  •7,SUaaff-8tmty  Lendea. 
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Gimt  continued. 

Pecnlmritij  of  the  yni:'. — Tlic  piiiii  in  gout 
is  not  only  very  severe,  but  of  a  very  pccu- 
liftrkind/so  that  Sydcaiham,  in  vrnting  of 
bis  own  sufTcringa,  compares  it  V>  the 
gnawinjjf  of  a  dog;  and  patients  who  have 
suffered  from  it  extremely,  say  tiiey  can 
distifiiraish  between  the  p&in  of  goot  and 
ib&t  of  rlii'iinmti'^ni. 

May  occur  in  the  mast  tempeiate  jtersons. — 
In  speaking  of  the  predisposing  causes  of 
the  cUstaNf,  T  nuntioned  tnat  for  the  most 
part  mall  --  -^iifUT  frmn  it  more  than  ft'- 
males ;  ami  iliat  where  it  docs  occur  in  the 
latter,  they  are  very  robott  The  inalea  who 
exporienee  it  are  chiefly  those  who  arv 
thick,  stout,  and  of  a  sanguineous  tempera- 
ment }  hnt  occasimially  you  will  see  it  in 
persons  who  are  extreoiely  thin,  spare,  and 
eTOatinied.  The  disease,  althoiii^li  con 
nected  in  a  great  number  of  ca^es  w  ith  a 
oertaiii  derelopment  or  fbnn  of  body,  yet 
certainly  docs  arise  in  many  instances 
independent  of  any  exteitjal  appear- 
ances whatever.  §omt(iiiu?>  very  de- 
licate women  arc  suhjcet  to  it,  per<;ont 
whom  yon  wonk!  imagine  the  least 
likely  to  suffer  from  it.  In  those  ca«es 
wbera  the  external  appearances  am  not 
such  as  would  lend  you  to  suppose  that  the 
patient  would  hare  it,  there  is  usually  a 
Blrtmg  hereditary  predisposition  j  but 
where  this  predispositioii  exists,  joa  will 


have  it  whether  it  is  hereditary  or  not. 
You  will  mpct  witli  ca«r,-s,  not  only  where 
the  external  appearances  are  such  as  would 
lead  you  to  suppose  that  the  person  wonld 
suffer  the  disease,  but  it  will  o«  cur  in  the 
most  temperate  individuals — in  persons 
whose  habits  are  such,  and  have  been  such, 
as  to  make  it  very  unlikely  that  they  wimld 
hare  an  attack  of  gout.  *  The  disposition 
to  the  disease  may  bo  exceedingly  strung, 
and  persons  may  become  the  victims  of  it 
intU  pendent  of  the  cxtenial  appearance  of 
the  body,  and  independent  of  any  of  those 
excels  which  so  fruiiunlly  j»r(»duee  il. 

Inemaed  freuuenoj  'if  the  )MroiiftnUf  and  vice 
xvrsA, — I  stated  with  riijiin!  to  the  progre«^S 
of  the  dlsc^c,  that  it  generally  begins  in 
one  great  toe ;  that  on  the  second  attaek  it 
perhaps  occurs  in  both,  and  so  it  spreads  to 
the  other  joints,  till  at  Iti'^t,  after  several 
paroxysms,  many  joints  will  be  affected. 
And  not  only  does  the  disease  become  more 
extensive,  but  it  nl  i  Hfc>mcs  more  fre- 
quent, w>  that  persons  at  first,  perhaps, 
have  a  paroxysm  every  year  or  two,  and 
'then  ereiy  year;  then  two  or  three  pa- 
roxysms in  a  year,  and  nt  la^t  they  are 
scarcely  ever  without  it ,  they  have  it  on 
the  least  exciting  cause.  I  should  have 
mentioned  also,  >lmt  some  persons  never 
have  above  two  or  three  fits  in  the  course 
of  their  life.  I  know  an  instance  of  an  in- 
dividttal  who,  when  about  thirty-five  years 
of  n^p,  had  an  artatk  t  t  trnlar  p'ont,  and, 
although  he  is  now  upwards  of  seventy,  he 
has  never  had  an  attaek  since,  witnout 
having  done  any  thine;  particularly  t  > 
avoid  it.  These  arc  exceptions  to  general 
rules. 

Gout  fomurljf  UmgtA  firj^X  mentioned 

that  many  symptoms  will  cease  when  an 
attack  of  gout  appears,  so  that  it  is  a  very 
ccnnmoa  Uiing  for  persons  who  bare  snf- 
fered  in  various  ways  to  suffer  no  loni^i  r 
after  they  hare  had  a  fit  of  the  aront.  This 
fact  made  so  great  an  impression  on  the 
public  at  one  time,  that  sunt  was  louf^ed 

»  I 
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after  a  great  blessing;  and  peoidf  with 
all  sorts  of  complaints  would  cat  and 
drinki  take  a  lar^^e  quantity  of  wine,  and 
do  all  they  could  to  have  a  fit  of  the  gout. 
As  it  is  a  disv-asc-  vvhich  attacks  the  rich 
more  than  the  poor,  it  was  altogether  a  fo> 
shionahle  coni]daiiit;  it  was  thought  a 
creditable  disease,  and  at  one  time 
etery  body  lonced  for  it,  or  declared 
that  they  had  nad  it  Tou  will  find 
this  whim  stnvngly  argued  against  in  Dr. 
Heberden's  Commentaries,  which  it  will 
be  worth  yonr  while  to  read,  not  only  on 
account  of  the  elegant  Latin,  but  the  ex- 
cellent description  which  he  gives  of  the 
disease,  although  for  the  most  part  he 
adopted  inert  and  poor  treatment 

Injiutnce  of  ardent  spuits. — The  disease,  T 
mentioned,  h  |»articiilarly  favoured  by  iiii 
indulgence  in  wine.  All  ferinented  liquors 
do  not  appear  to  uivc  the  same  tendency  to 
it;  and  as  to  spirits,  T  am  ineliiied  to  Ik*- 
liere  that,  so  far  from  disposing  perst>us  to 
the  disease,  they  have  a  tendency  to  pre. 
vent  it;  at  least,  I  hardly  know  nn  in- 
stance of  a  person  who  has  (  omuiilted  a 

Sreat  excess  in  spirits  labouring  under  the 
isease,  although  wine-drinkers  have  it 
every  <\:\\\  It  is  u  Very  Hire  complaint 
among  the  poor :  now  and  then  you  will 
see  it  among  them,  because  there  is  a  pe- 
culiar predisposition  to  it  in  some  persons, 
and  sometimes  it  is  hereditary,  and  will 
occur  in  spite  of  the  absence  of  all  tlie  or- 
dinary eanses;  but,  for  the  most  part,  you 
w  ill  not  TOcct  with  it  in  the  lower  walks  of 
life.  I  have  s>een  persons  who,  from  llieir 
make  of  body,  from  the  occurrence  of  the 
di*ca-se  in  tluir  progenitors— many  mem- 
bi  rs  .rtlii  Tmiih  h'u  intj  had  it — were  the 
most  iikeiv  jH;rsous  in  tlie  world  to  expe- 
rience it,  hut  who,  from  indulging  in  spi. 
rits  to  excess,  and  to  a  disgraceful  excess — 
for  excess  of  that  kind  is  always  dincrace- 
ful — have  not  suffered  fr»»ui  it,  although 
befofdmad  one  would  have  said  that  tliey 
were  most  likely  to  have  it  by  the  time 
Ihev  were  forty  or  lifty. 

Paroxyuu  inrfttrcd  by  slight  muKs.— When 
a  person  is  liable  to  gout,  a  ])aroxysm  may 
be  induced  by  the  very  sli'^hte*;!  eanso.  tf 
he  indulge  in  eating  auii  (Inukmg  too 
mnch  on  miy  particular  occasion,  a  fit  <Mr 
the  gout  is  very  likely  to  be  the  conse- 
quence; it  will  occasionally  ensue  from 
mental  anxiety.  An  exposure  to  cold, 
which  in  another  ibdiTidoal  would  induce 
an  inflammatory  complaint,  will  in  those 
predisposed  t<i  gout  )>roduce  a  paroxysm. 
Kven  accidents,  a  sprain  of  a  joint,  wUl 
become  local  causes,  and  the  patient  will 
have  an  attack  of  gout  in  that  parti- 
cular part. 

Jffaetifin  of  i  iiernal  orgaM,»WlK  ti  per- 
sons have  the  disease  for  a  length  of  tim^ 


it  is  very  common  for  Internal  orKri%na  It* 
hccumc  seriously  diseased.   It  is  wry  usual 
to  see  persons  who  have  been  the  rictims 
of  gout  become  asthmatic,  have  dt<;cn^e  of 
the  kidneys,  have  oigauic  diseases  of  the 
stomach  mid  intestines,  have  dinmie  broii> 
chitts ;  very  fVequently  disease  of  tho  hcmiT 
snpcrvcnes,  and  disrate  of  t)w  head  fwrnrv, 
so  that  they  die  apopietuc-    The  ^uut  is 
not  confined  at  last  to  the  extrenftities, 
neither  are  the  iTit/"ni;i I  '^Mnj^tnTn^  iiurt  lv 
functional,  but  the  organs  in  the  ihrcn.*  gp^U 
cavities  of  tlie  body  become  diseased. 

Prognosis. —  As  to  the  progn«>sis,  that 
mic-t  (]''pr!ul  on  the  degree  of  the  original 
diiipu.sitiou  on  the  part  of  the  p&tieut  to 
the  disease^  and  it  most  depend,  of  oowaa, 
in  a  i^nat  nieaMire  also,  n}>on  the  rcAola- 
ti<»ii  which  he  has  to  (bllovr  up  our  advicr. 
A  great  nimiber  of  persona  who  have  ttic 
gout  af»  my  disobedient  in  this  partieiilar. 

Treatment. — With  respect  to  the  cure  nf 
tlie  gout,  in  general  it  is  necessary  that  the 
natient  should  he  very  ahstemionS'-^live  aa 
low  as  he  can  to  be  in  good  health,  and 
take  as  much  exercise  as  hv  v?in  l»<  ar,  tak- 
ing' care  that  his  health  is  not  impaired 
by   its  violence*    It  is  impossihie  t» 
lay  <l()wn  rnn   "-pocifrc  nih";  and  to  «?ay 
that  a  umn  disj»osed  to  gout  sliould  not 
drink  wine,  should  not  drink  beer,  should 
not  eat  meat,  would  he  wnmg.    There  are 
some  gouty  patirTit^  vvhf>  wontd  be  better 
if  thcv  cut  off  fermented  liquors others 
woula  be  better  if  the^  went  Ihrther,  and 
ttte  no  meat,  Vnt  conhned  thenisclvts  to 
vegetable  diet  and  milk.    There  arc  other 
cases  again  where  this  would  be  abi»urd, 
Uie  patient  eonld  not  live  withoat  meat ; 
and  there  arc  other  ca?!cs  where  it  is  net  os 
sary  to  allow  a  certain  quantity  of  wiuc 
The  rule  should  he,  to  let  patients  live  as 
low  as  they  can  to  be  in  good  health  ;  and 
that  must*  var}  in  different  iudividnsils. 
The  stomach  of  many  persons  lahuuriug 
under  gout  is  so  weak,  that  they  cannot 
digest  tneir  food  without  a  certain  nllow- 
ance  of  wincj  but,  generally  speaking, 
the  diet  I  have  lecommended,  and  as  much 
pleasant  exercise  as  possible,  without  weak- 
ening the  patient,  is  ndvivnMe.  Tlure 
should,  however,  no  doubt  be  extreme  teui- 
peraaee  $  the  patient  should  not  take  mon 
wine,  or  eat  more  meat,  than  is  necessary. 
No  doubt  many  persons  will  thus  get  rid  of 
the  gout  altogetiier,  with  the  most  perfect 
case;  and  no  <loobt others,  who  w  ill  not  get 
rid  of  it  (and  tfu  M-  may  be  by  far  the  larger 
number),  will  have  it  ieiy  much  mitigated. 
It  is  necessary  that  they  ahonld  be  parti- 
cular in  their  food  ;  that  if  thoy  eat  any 
food  they  shonld  take  that  which  is  the 
most  digestible,  such  tis  fresh  mutton,  fresh 
beef,  without  any  sauce  or  elaborate  pre- 
pantion  on  tho  part  of  the  cook,  tlwy 
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diould  take  sim])!  V  Sherry  or  Madeira,  not 

mixed  wines ;  ami  above  all  tluy  li'>i;l!l 
not  take  acescent  wines,  not  take  i  liam- 

Eagne ;  and  perhaps  Uiey  had  belter  take 
randy  and  \vati>r.  Many  persons  froia 
taking  Rhenish  winc<»,  or  Claret,  or  Cham- 
pagne, have  a  ht  of  the  gout  diructijr.  la 
general  Sherry  agrees  best,  mid  theiefore 
you  should  recommend  it,  nnlew  the  per. 
son  knows  from  hi^  own  experience  that 
some  other  wine  is  better  (or  his  coustitu- 
tien,  or  a  small  quantity  of  l>randy  mixed 
with  water.  T  am  .supposing  that  the  sta 
mach  of  the  patient  requires  that  such  a 
plan  should  be  adopted. 

Friction  ia  exceed! iit^ly  useftil  where 
exereise  cannot  be  ad<>i)ted.  It  would  be 
well  fur  many  persons  who  are  lame  in 
the  feet,  to  be  nibbed  dovm  once  or  twice 
a  dav  like  a  horwc ;  it  would  be  very  bene- 
ficial ill  a  ofroat  number  of  rases,  and  thejr 
would  tiiid  it  Ut  be  a  very  ^reat  luxury. 

In  a  nfular  fit  of  the  gout,  the  bestme- 
iticine  that  can  bo  given  is  colehicum. 
You  should  exhibit  the  wine  in  lialf- 
draclua  doses  everv  six  hours,  mixeii  v\iih 
some  other  pui^tive,  because  you  want  its 
action  to  be  speedy.  The  s  iljdmte  of  mat^- 
nesia  is  a  good  combination ;  you  may  pro. 
once purgi  ng  in  twenty -fourboursyor sooner, 
•nd  when  that  takes  place  the  patient  is 
jJtencrally  relieved  at  once.  Any  good  ac- 
tive purgative  will  have  a  beneficial  ctt'eet, 
but  colchicom  appears  to  be  more  effica- 
cious thari  any  other:  unless  it  purge% 
however,  it  will  seldom  lui\  e  any  indueucc. 
Now  aud  then  the  symptoms  will  ail  cease 
after  two  or  three  doses ;  but  in  the  greater 
nnmlwr  of  instances  so  desinible  a  result 
does  not  occur  tUl  purging  takes  place.  It 
is  better  to  quicken  the  purgative  effect,  in 
order  to  prerent  it  from  griping,  and  the 
sulphate  of  magnesia  will  exeitc  its  action 
so  much  the  sooner.  Venesection  in  young 
venons  may  be  adilaable,  bat  in  genend 
It  is  out  of  thr  question.  Leeches  applied 
to  the  i)art  are  fr<*qucntly  prodnefiv*-  nf 
Very  great  alleviation,  and  it  is  a  great 
comfort  generally  to  apply  an  evaporating 
lotion,  not  cold,  but  tepid.  A  spirituous 
lotion  applied  tepid,  so  as  not  to  produce 
a  chilly  effect,  is  generally  serviceable. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  freiiuently  of  the 
great  me  of  eolehicum,  and  of  evn]virating 
lotions;  and  when  they  are  being  cm- 
ployed,  the  diet  shonld  be  scanty. 

When  the  paroxysm  is  over  (and  it  need 
never  last  long  if  you  treat  it  in  this  way), 
friction  of  the  parts  is  always  found  use- 
ful ;  rubbing  them  witih  a  flesh^bnuh,  or 
tlie  hand,  and  some  salt  and  water,  and 
similar  stiinuiants.  ^^omctimes  it  is  nc- 
ceasary  to  give  wine,  or  mild  tonics,  to  re- 
liete  the  languor  that  is  left,  but  it  is  liy 
no  metns  alwnfi  nocessaiy.  Occasionally, 


from  the  great  severity  of  the  pain,  opiates 

may  1)0  required,  but  it  is  ncces.sary  to  use 
the  antiphlogistic  measures  that  1  men- 
tioned. If  all  this  be  done,  and  the  pa- 
tient*s  life  Is  continued,  the  disease  becomes 
comparatively  trifling;  I  say  comparjttuli/, 
because  it  is  always  paiulul,  aud  therefore 
there  is  more  or  less  snfTering,  but  it  is  no- 
thing like  so  painful  as  it  would  be  if  they 
WTayvjMMl  \^y  tfit  ir  limbs  in  flannel,  took  no 
colehicum,  aud  in  the  intervals  of  tJie  di.s. 
ease  indulged  in  every  absurd  way  they 
coul4. 

It  is  dangerous  to  npply  cold  to  the 
parts  durim;  an  attack  of  gout ;  some  have 
done  it ;  and  Ilarvcv,  who  discovered  tho 
circulation  of  the  bfood,  was  accustomed 
when  an  attack  came,  to  plunge  his  feet  in 
a  pail  of  eold  water,  f  know  persons  that 
do  this,  but  no  medical  man  is  justified  in 
r»'coinmendini?  it,  <'"r  it  has  fre<ii:entlv  hap- 
pened tliat  some  dt.seose  has  suddenly  be- 
gun within ;  there  has  been  apoplexy  in- 
duced,  or  violent  gastrodynia,  or  an  affec- 
tion of  tlie  lieart,  and  the  ]iatient  has  di<'<l 
very  shortly.  If  the  patient  chooses  to  do 
it  on  his  own  risk,  be  may,  bat  he  ought 
to  be  warned  of  the  eonseqaenoes  by  his 
medical  man. 

It  is  a  diseasa  which  it  is  not  easy  to 
eradicate ;  but  by  the  employment  of  col- 
ehicum tlie  disease  is  rt'!ulcrcd  mueh  less 
violent  than  it  was  a  lew  years  ago.  For 
merly  eoldiicam  was  onployed  with  great 
succtss,  and  then  it  was  forgotten  entirely 
till  within  a  very  few  years  ago.  When  I 
was  a  .student,  no  one  thought  of  exhibit, 
ing  colehicum  in  any  form  $  it  was  only 
sj)okeu  of  as  a  thing  once  used,  as  an  un- 
certain diuretic  aud  a  violent  purgatire, 
and  it  was  thought  it  would  be  better  if  it 
were  expunged  from  the  Materia  Mcdica. 

\  spoVf  of  the  wine  of  colehicum,  but 
the  uowiier  and  other  preparations  arc  very 
good.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using 
the  wine,  and  it  has  answered  very  well, 
^^nine  give  the  powder  in  doses  of  five 
grains  every  four  or  six  hours,  and  stnne 
give  the  acetum.  In  general  it  certainly 
d<H's  no  good  till  it  purges,  thongh  some- 
times the  ojiposite  is  the  case. 

liHEUMATISM. 

The  T\c\t  disease  of  which  I  w  ill  speak 
is  nearly  allied  to  gout  in  mouy  particu- 
lars, and  is  called  theumatim, 

Efumohgy, — As  gout  is  named  from  tho 
idea  of  the  droppin;?  of  morbid  fliiid.  so 
rheumatism  is  named  from  a  similar  idea, 
from  the  Oreek  word  pwnarv^t^. 

It  is  said  that  gcmt  and  rheumatism  were 
not  accurately  distinguished  from  each 
other  till  the  year  16^t2,  both  of  them  pass- 
ing under  the  name  of  arthritis.  Bellonius, 

who  was  a  physician  that  suffered  much 
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from  flietiinatiflin,  is  said  to  have  been  the 
first  that  made  an  accumte  distinction. 

Oocun  in  tu-o  yiwm*.— Now  rhcumutbm 
nay  occur  in  an  actifc,  or  a  dull  paniTe 
form  ;  thr  two  Taiietiea  leqaire  very 
opposite  treatment. 

Stimptomt.^\n  the  a«tire  fom  of  rheu- 
matisiii,  that  which  ia  commonly  called 
acute  rhcuniatism,  there  is  heat  auil  pain, 
and  in  most  instances  a  swelling  of  the 
jointi.  Tbeae  are  not  tbe  smaller  joints, 

is  the  case  in  pont,  but  the  lari^o  ones, 
in  general  the  wrists,  the  ankles,  the  el- 
bows, the  knees,  the  shouldern,  and  the 
hips.  When  these  parts  arc  affected  with 
it  there  is  iiain,  but  iKtihiTit;  of  that  vio- 
lent kind  which  occurs  in  gout,  as  if  a  dog 
were  fprnwing  the  joint  It  is  as  violent 
ns  a  patient  could  wish  it  to  be,  but  by  no 
nirnn"^  sn  horrid  as  fjout.  The  parts  arc 
genu  uily  hot  and  red ;  and  rre(iuently,fn)in 
tlie  pain  being  Bitaated  in  the  tbeea  of  the 
tenaons,  I  have  seen  red  stnaks  runuinaf 
in  the  situation  of  the  tendons.  There  is 
generally  swelling  and  puffiness  in  some 
part.  Usually  there  is  fevcrishness,  py- 
rexia,  and  a  quick  piiKr;  tbp  pulse  \%  not 
hard,  but  it  is  generally  t  uii  and  s(»ft ;  the 
tongue  is  not  fool  and  diy,  hot  generally 
Tery  white ;  and  tbe  urine  is  ln  :r^  rolomed, 
ana  deposits  a  latcritious  sediment. 

Diagnom  from  Gmtt, — ^This  disease  does 
not  begin,  like  gout,  in  the  night  particu- 
larly, but  invades  at  anytime;  and  it  docs 
not  come  on  at  any  particular  season  of 
the  year,  ft  arises  from  an  evident  ex- 
citins:  cause,  and  therefore  it  may  c<tnie  on 
at  any  time,  it  does  not  confine  itself  to 
one  joint  particularlv,  but  leaves  one  and 
goes  to  another;  ana  it  will  attack  two  or 
three  at  tlie  same  time.  There  is  a  shift- 
ing about  it ;  it  migrates  in  the  most  sin- 
giuar  manner.  There  is  not  only  heat  and 
an  increased  temperature,  but  heat  gene- 
rally makes  the  patient  worse ;  there  is 
usually  too  profuse  sweating,  and  the 
sweats  arc  often  exceedingly  sour  to  the 
stTii  Il.     When  the  disea«;e  goes  off,  the 

ImrLs  do  not  desquamate  and  itch  as  they 
b  after  gout,  hat  they  meielj  cease  to  be 
hot,  cease  to  swell,  and  eease  to  he  in- 
flamed. 

The  same  svmptnms  accompany  the  chronic 
form, — Now  this  is  the  Bsaal  state  of  things 
when  the  disease  begins  suddenly  as  an 
acute  disease ;  but  you  will  find  a  similar 
state  of  things  in  the  chronic  form.  When 
tbe  disease  lasted  a  tweWemonth,  vou 
will  find  tlie  parts  still  hot,  still  fswollen, 
and  of  ctiur.se  still  painful,  and  the  pain  is 
is  inereased  if  heat  be  applied.  Yon  will 
find  the  same  sympt(»ms  as  in  the  acute 
affection,  only  they  are  less  violent.  In 
general,  however,  the  sweating  does  not 
coBltQue;  alter  the  disease  his  lasted  a 


few  weeks  this  symptom  cea/ses,  and  the 
patient  perhap*?  forgets  it  It  is  sometitnea 
a  iiltlf  difficult  to  make  an  aieoruie  dia^. 
nosis,  at  least  it  requires  a  little  trouUei 
nn'l  it  h  to  ask  about  the  sweatin:^. 
If  tlie  disease  have  been  acute  rheumatism 
at  first,  you  will  find  there  has  been  Bwmt- 
ing.  at  feast  it  is  unusual  for  a  ]>crson  not 
to  sweat  at  tbe  bei^^innins:  of  the  disea-"?f». 

N0t  C0iijinf(i  to  the  Joints. — Although  the 
joints  are  the  parts  particularly  affected, 
yet  persons  frc'piently  have  the  di.sea*ie  in 
the  back,  and  then  it  is  cnlle<l  lumbago. 
Frequently  it  occurs  in  the  back  of  th« 
neck,  and  tlicn  the  patient  is  said  to  iiata 
a  crick  in  the  tifch.  It  may  affect  tbe  rnrr, 
and  indeed  it  may  effect  almost  every  |»art 
of  the  body  whrae  there  is  flbrans  mem- 
brane,  aponenroses^  Ugaments,  teadoos,  or 
perhaps  muscles. 

Thoracic  membranes  frequently  nj^'tcted.— 
There  is  no  danger  whaterer  from  thia  dis- 
ease, evecptinc^  from  one  eircnmstaacse^ 
which  is,  that  the  membranes  wiliiin  tbe 
chest  are  liable  to  be  iflbcted— that  Is  to 
say,  the  perimdium  and  the  pleura.  Thej 
are  sometimes  attacked  during  the  disease, 
but  when  the  distaise  lui-s  suddenly  ceased, 
or  has  gone  off  gradually,  inflammation 
within  sonu  times  takes  place.  This  inter 
nal  inffammation  will  occur  at  all  periods, 
and  under  all  possible  circumstances,  hat 
it  most  frequently  takes  place  about  the 
time  of  p\iberty,  and  in  young  adults,  so 
that  in  acute  r&eumatism  you  should  neve? 
omit  observing  the  state  of  the  chest,  jast 
as  in  the  case  of  an  obstruction  of  iht.' 
bowels  it  is  right  to  ascertain  whether 
there  is  a  hernia  or  not.  Now  and  then 
inflammation  occurs  within  the  head,  and 
phrenitis  is  set  up,  hnt  that  is  rare  ;  where- 
as inflammation  of  tbe  pleura  and  pericar 
dinm,  particularly  the  latter,  are  veiy 
common. 

Atonic  Tfheiinititism  —  Antte  and  Chronic. — 
The  active  f<»rm  of  the  disease,  I  meutt«iik. 
ed,  may  be  acute  or  chronic:  the  chronio 
f  nn  may  have  active  symptoms,  hut  very 
frc(iuei)tiy  it  has  not;  the  oarts  are  niit 
hotter  Uian  they  ought  to  De.batonUie 
contrary  they  are  relieved  by  heat  This 
i«!  sometimes  the  case  in  the  acute  fonn  of 
the  disease;  that  is  to  say,  occasionaUv 
persons  when  they  are  firit  attacked  witn 
rheumatism  have  no  inat — the  pain  is 
not  aggravated  by  heat,  but  the  parts  are 
cold,  and  arc  better  for  heat  It  is  gene- 
rally, however,  in  tlie  chronic  form  of  the 
disease  that  the  parts  iUl  into  tiiis  state  of 
atony. 

Sometimff  fonaffft  rf molent  pain  imly.— >The 

disease  sonutinics  appcii'-  to  consist  <»f 
little  more  than  violent  i)ain.  You  will 
sometimes  hear  people  complain  of  pain 
apparently  In  the  muscles^  bat  it  may  be 
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Bttuatcd  in  tlic  aponcurui>c6  over  the  mus- 
cles. There  is  simply  pain  on  motion, 
which  is  not  increased  at  all  on  prossure, 
and  there  is  no  •^n  riling,  and  tliun  it  Ims 
been  called  >  hcumutalgia.  1  do  not  know 
the  necessity  for  giving  it  thisname.  But 
altliough  rheumatism  generally  afleets  the 
librou«i  membranes,  yet  sometimes  it  ulTccts 
apparently  the  muscular  fibres,  and  suiuc- 
times  it  a]>pean  to  affect  the  nerves  or  tho 
eovering  of  the  nrrvcs,  so  that  it  will  dis- 
tinctly run  down  the  sciatic  nerve,  though 
it  is  most  fre(|uently  seen  in  the  nerves  of 
the  face.  I  mentioned,  when  speaking  of 
tic  doulonrenx,  that  j^omctimt's,  besides 
the  genuine  form  of  tliat  disiust  ,  you  have 
another  affection,  called  nturalgiu,  which  is 
easily  cured.  When  rheumatism  affects 
the  nerves,  it  rlerirly  exists  in  their  course, 
and  tlien  it  Irci^ucutly  a^i^sumes  an  inter- 
mittent form.  This  is  particularly  the 
case  in  the  head. 

Sometimes  fnt.fmiiteiit.  —  Rhfiimatism  is 
sometimch  ixilcrmUtcnt  wlicu  it  docs  not 
affect  the  nerves  particularly,  but  when  it 
affects  aponeuroses,  and  this  form  of  the 
dlKi-asc  most  frequently  attacks  the  head. 
In  this  ease  it  usually  affects  one  half  of 
the  ot<gan,  and  tho  pain  generally  comes 
on  in  the  eveninqr  nHont  six  o'clock,  and 
continues  very  violently  for  a  few  hours. 
Oocasioaally,  when  it  is  intermittent  in 
this  way,  the  parts  are  hot,  swollen,  and 
tlirob,  and  the  rye^  water;  but  in  other 
cases  tlii:i  is  nut  felt,  and  the  patient  is  all 
the  better  for  wrapping  up  his  head  in  his 
wift 's  flannel  prtfleoat,  or  if  the  jmtient 
be  a  lady,  she  wraps  it  ui)  in  her  o%vn. 
This  is  done  by  the  lower  orders,  and  with 
Tery  g(K)d  effect 

Tfiirl..-,: :i'-r  of  the  ii  ffccU'il  parts. — Occasion- 
ally  the  yai  ia,  when  long  oflectcd  with  the 
'disease,  oecomc  thickenra :  von  will  have 
ccmiidMiable  thickening  of  tne  joints,  and 
the  small  joints  of  the  fingers  will  thruh 
from  time  to  time,  and  the  patient  will 
become  a  cripple,  in  consequence  of  the 
joints  being  Inffckible,  just  as  in  the  case 
of  gout. 

Hheumolic  Gout. —  VVheu  riitumatism  at- 
fects  the  smaller  joints  in  the  same  way  as 
gnnt,  it  is  euUed  by  the  common  people 
rheumatic  gout^  ni»t  that  it  is  a  combination 
of  tlie  two,  though  it  sometimes  may  be. 
But  as  gout  affects  the  small  and  rheuma- 
tism the  large  join f  .  if  rheumatism  should 
affect  the  small  jointii,  then  it  is  uyually 
termed  "  rheumatic  gout'*  Youmayhafc 
tlie  same  appeanmces  botb  from  gout  and 
rheumatism. 

Exciting  Cauu. — There  is,  I  believe,  but 
oneexdtmg  cause  of  the  disease,  and  that 
is  tho  application  of  cold,  or  cold  and  wet, 
more  esj>ecially  if  the  patient  he  rationed. 
1  do  npt  IgQow  that  1  ever  saw  a  cum;  in 


my  life  that  arose  from  any  other  oircum. 
itance. 

Terminatioti. — I  mentioned  before,  when 
si»enk!ntr  nf  inflammation  genenilly,  tlttit 
rheumaiibm  dues  not  terminate  in  suppu- 
ration, and  if  suppuration  occur,  it  must 
arise  from  anotlier  inflammation  bein^  ac- 
cidently  present,  or  exeited  by  it.  Neither 
does  it  terminate  in  moriitictition.  There 
is  effusion  sometimes  in  the  joints;  a  con- 
si'li  rable  secretion  of  synovia  or  of  fluid  in 
the  bursas,  and  .sometimes  in  the  tendons: 
but  the  parts  may  become  rigid ;  you  may 
have  this  effect  of  inflammation;  and  then 
sometimes  mortification  has  been  the  coO' 
sequence. 

Oeeun  m  /ri/nnli.— Rheumatism  will  oc. 

cur  in  infants  us  well  as  in  old  people,  and 

this  is  worth  knowing.  1  ha\e  seen  many 
cases  of  the  disease  in  the  youngest  chil- 
dren—a clrcomstsnee  very  likely  to  be 

passed  over;  and  I  have  seen  disease  of 
the  heart  in  the  youngest  children,  as  a 
consequence  of  i)ericarditis  excited  by  this 
disease. 

'/Vfv.fmrijf  — As  to  the  treatment  of  the 
afleelion,  whether  it  is  acute  or  chronic,  it 
would  be  exactly  the  same.  You  have 
only  to  make  two  distinctions,  to  ascertain 
wfu'tlier  it  i>  th«'  innumj»iat<»ry  fonn  of  the 
disease— whether  the  ports  are  hotter  than 
they  should  be— whetoer  beat  does  barm ; 
or  whffh;  r  the  parts  are  cooler  than  tliey 
should  \k\  and  lieat  does  [(ood.  In  the  ono 
case,  uiiuplilogistie  mea.surcs  will  be  re- 
quired ;  and  in  the  otlier,  stimulants. 

Sonietinie5:,  wliere  the  patient  is  pletho- 
ric, it  is  adviseablo  to  take  away  hhwl 
from  the  arm,  and  you  will  find  it  bufled 
and  cupped,  but  there  is  no  dani^c  r  whnt-. 
ever  from  that  r  in-umstanee;  for  if  you  go 
on  bleeding,  you  muv  hud  the  blood  bufled 
and  cuppM  till  you  hare  got  nearly  all  the 
blood  outof  the  body.  Butfenesectiott  isaot 
always  re(piircd  ;  free  lorn!  Meedint^  gene- 
rullv  answers  better;  but  tijere  is  no  oh. 
jecUoD  to  general  bleeding,  if  the  strength 
will  allow  it;  arid  if  several  large  joints 
l)e  affeetcdt  it  will  then  be  belter  than  local 
bidding. 

With  respect  to  the  parts  tbemsetvcs, 

whether  you  npply  leeelies  or  cupping,  or 
not,  you  will  find  it  of  great  u.se  to  apply 
cold  water  or  lotions  as  long  as  the  tempe- 
rature is  higher  than  it  ought  to  be,  ano  it 
feels  comfortable  Ut  tlie  patient.  There 
is  no  danger  in  applying  cold  under 
these  limitations.  Ir  the  patient  should 
be  timid,  and  yet  long  for  cold  evaiioratlng 
loticms.  Its  in  tlie  ease  of  gont,  tiiey  roaj 
be  applied  tepid;  but  1  never  saw  iiquij 
arise  irom  applying  cold  in  rbcumaUsmy 
^\liere  the  parts  were  hotter  than  tbtjr 
shoTild  be,  and  the  patient  felt  hot. 

The  two  best  internal  medicines  Wi 
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without  doubt  colchicnm  and  inerouiy. 
Colchicum  here,  as  in  the  case  of  goot, 

generally  does  no  good  till  it  purges,  and 
when  once  it  purges  the  patient  thoroughlvi 
the  diwase  nroally  givee  way.  It  should 
be  givt-n  fho  saine  way  ns  in  ^^ouf,  that  is 
to  say,  with  magnesia,  that  it  may  pro. 
iUivv  its  efl'eet  as  speedily  as  possible.  As 
soon  as  it  purges,  it  is  right  to  desist,  and 
also  as  soun  as  its  eOect  ccn.<:rs.  If  yoa 
give  a  done  of  hjdroqranic  acid  with  the 
oolchicntn,  it  sits  better  on  the  stomach : 
you  may  exhibit  I,  St, or  3  minims. 

T^Dt  you  will  every  now  nnd  then  find 
obstinate  cases,  which  will  not  easily  give 
war,  although  the  greater  part  of  them  do, 
and  tluii  it  n  pity  to  i;o  on  with  the 
eolehieum:  you  had  better  exhibit  mercurj', 
and  get  the  mouth  tender.  If  you  do  this, 
in  the  first  instance,  instead  of  giring  col- 
chicnm, the  snccc«!s  is  nhniit  the  isame. 
Colchicum  may  gripe,  and  mercujy  may 
make  die  month  sore,  to  that  yon  may  not 
be  able  to  continne  them,  and  you  may 
then  leave  off  the  one,  whiclievor  it  may 
be,  and  exhibit  the  other;  or  it'  vou  begiu 
with  one  of  them  first,  and  find  it  does  no 
good,  thf  n  yini  mny  exhibit  the  other. 

As  soon  as  the  inflammatory  symptoms 
are  gone  down,  tmd  the  patient  has  been 
projKirly  evaeuatetl,  many  give  bark  and 
qnininc;  and  it  is  said  that  hnrlc  i-^  a  'ufo 
and  good  remedy  in  active  inllammatury 
rheumatism,  bat  you  will  not  find  in 
ITaygarth's  work  any  authority  for  such 
practice.  Yon  will  find,  in  his  book, 
accounts  of  the  successful  treatment 
of  rheumatism  by  bark,  but  then  it  was 
not  till  he  had  ovacnatcd  the  ])atient  up- 
wards and  downwards,  and  employed  the 
aatipblogistie  plan.  Alter  that,  it  is  said 
that  it  prevented  the  disease  from  recur- 
ring. I  tuire  not  had  occasion  to  use  bark, 
for  I  have  found  the  disease  give  way  un- 
der the  treatment  I  hare  mentioned. 

It  may  be  rip^ht  to  give  narcotics,  in  or- 
der to  produce  eai>e,  and  a  full  (lose  of 
opinm  may  be  proper  at  night.  There  is 
no  harm  in  it  provided  you  adopt  anti> 
phh»i;istic  measures,  and  provided  yon 
Weed  as  far  as  bleeding  is  indicated,  and 
provided  vou  purge  the  patient  well,  and 
apply  cold. 

Kxactly  the  same  treatment  is  proper  in 
the  chronic  form  of  the  disease,  if  there 
are  inflammatory  symptoms;  but  whether 
the  disease  be  recent  or  chronic,  if  the  j'arts 
are  not  in  this  condition,  an  opposite  plan 
should  be  adopted,  and  it  is  right  to  stimu- 
late the  parts.  In  this  case  you  will  find 
friction  an  excellent  remedv;  and  yon  will 
find  tlie  hot  bath,  particularly  the  vapour 
bath,  ver>-  nselhl.  If  the  patient  find  alle. 
viution  from  warmth  and  stinHilanls  of  all 
|dnd«^  or  the  parts  are  oold«r  tluia  they 


should  he,  dien  this  plan  shonld  be  pnt  in 

practice.  The  hot  bath  should  be  emploty. 
c<],  not  every  other  dav,  but  every  dny, 
and  sometimes  twice  a  day  in  cases 'of  ex. 
treme  coldness  and  extreme  pain.  It  ta 
here  that  electricity  is  of  v.^v,  and  friction 
of  all  kind>i,  tn^relher  with  stimulating 
u;Lshes,  slimuiuiing  liniments,  and  er<>t«ia 
oil,  which  is  a  good  stimulant  entecmally, 
and  does  not  pnrtrc  when  it  is  so  employ  ciL 
Tartar  emetic  and  sometimes  moxa  have 
been  employed,  but  only,  of  eonne,  in  very 
severe  eases. 

It  is  in  this  description  of  the  complaint 
that  you  find  acupuncturation  of  great  u>e. 
It  is  only  in  the  fleshy  parts  that  yon  can 
introduce  the  nn  dlc:  I  should  never  ad- 
vise it  to  be  put  into  tendons  and  joints, 
though  I  have  seen  such  things  done,  la 
general,  it  is  only  in  the  fleshy  parts,  Mdi 
ns  tlie  deltoid,  the  biceps,  the  ga«itr.»rTTf. 
mi  us,  the  rectus,  or  the  gluteus  muscle% 
that  it  is  right  to  put  them.  The  best 
mode  is  to  roll  them,  in  i)rcssing  them  be- 
tween  your  fingers,  and  they  w  ill  soon  pass 
to  the  desired  length.  You  may  insert 
them  an  inch  and  a  half  in  depth,'  and  if 
the  bone  is  in  the  \yny\  n«  in  the  case  of 
the  OS  femoris,  there  is  *uu  barm  in  the 
needle  coming  upon  it,  though  there  is  no 
use  in  it;  but  th^  nwy  go  as  far.  The 
success  of  the  operation  does  not  f^t  pmd 
on  the  number  of  needles,  hut  the  tuue 
they  remain  in.  If  it  be  eomfortalde  to 
the  patient,  you  may  let  them  remain  in  a 
couple  of  hours;  that  is,  as  Ion t,' as  a  pa- 
tient can  bear  to  be  kept  still.  There  is 
no  pain  worth  notice  when  they  arc  intiv- 
duced,  and  when  ihfv  arc  in,  there  is  no 
pain  at  all.  It  should  be  done  everv  day, 
and  occasionally  yoa  will  find  nnef  aa 
soon  as  they  are  taken  oat  the  first  Mtam, 
but  in  other  instances  not  till  they  have 
been  employed  two  or  three  times,  or  per> 
haps  more  than  that  It  is  only  wbeve 
the  parts  arc  not  hotter  than  they  should 
be  that  acupuncturation  is  of  any  use :  t 
never  saw  it  do  good  when  heal  increased 
the  pain.  Acupuncturation  is  not  an 
absurd  remedy;  it  is  a  stroma  one  ;  but  I 
am  quite  satisfied  it  is  a  real  remedy,  if  it 
be  properly  applied* 

In  the  cnnmie  Ibnn  of  ihenniatifln»  yoa 
will  fnid  niorctirv  of  the  ^nme  use  as  in  an 
acute  attack.  VVhctlier  the  parts  are  hot- 
ter than  they  ihonld  be  or  not,  yon  will 
find  obstinate  eases  give  w  ay  to  mercury 
when  they  w  ill  not  yield  to  any  (»ther  me- 
dieine.  iNothing  is  more  common  than 
for  persons  who  are  the  victims  of  dtranio 
rheumatism,  whether  it  Ix'  inflammatory 
or  not,  but  who  are  suffering  great  pain, 
and  more  especially  if  the  fWk  be  woraa 
at  night,  to  recdve  no  benefit  whatcvar  till 
they  have  a  ooorse  of  aeicaiy;  and  ma 
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toon  OS  the  muutli  in  sore,  they  will  Wmi 
all  the  pain.    Mercury  appears  equally 

ttscful  in  both  kinds  of  rhcuiuatisiu.  You 
will  lind  t!mt  one  of  the  best  internal  sti- 
aiulaiiLs  In  this  sort  of  case  is  the  ammo, 
niated  tincture  of  ^aiacum.  Guaiacamii 
a  ^tininlntinq:  iliii])li(uetic,  and  is  very  use- 
ful in  thib  form  of  rheumatii»m(  though  it 
b  of  no  senice  in  the  nctirefonn  of  the  com- 
plaint. If  you  give  the  tincture  from  the 
spirits  and  ammonia  you  produce  g^reat 
warmth,  and  the  patient  remains  warm  for 
a  longer  or  a  shorter  time.  This  is  a  me- 
dicine that  niiiv  be  j^iven  in  various  doses; 
some  persons  iin*  mnAv  liot  u  itli  ;}U  drops, 
but  olliers  will  Lake  u  ilnuiiin,  and 
I  liave  seen  some  who  have  taken  six 
drachms,  thn  c  or  four  times  a  «hiy.  There 
is  no  rule  for  it;  but  you  should  begin 
with  half  a  drachm,  and  as  long  an  the 
patient  is  not  wanned  bjr  it,  and  does  not 
find  it  irritate  him,  yon  may  increase  it 
You  will  i»umetimes  find  tlie  warmth  last 
one,  two,  or  three  hours,  and  lirom  a  pro. 
per  course  you  will  find  great  allev  iution 
from  it.  Sometimes  it  j>uri;es — sometimes 
it  irritates  the  skin,  and  pruduv£»  the  net- 
tle-rash ;  but  when  intermU  stimulants  are 
necessary  in  rhcnniaiism,  I  think  tliis  is 
one  of  the  I>c8t.  In  the  chronic  form  of 
the  complaint,  it  is  often  nceeiisary  to  sup- 
port the  patient  Well — to  ^re  him  wine, 
and  nourish  him  rxrec(linf;Iy. 

Arsenic  has  an  cxecllcut  cOeet  in  this 
form  of  the  diteaM,  where  the  joints  be. 
come  a>ld.  It  firequentlj  requires  to  be 
well  persevered  in,  and  you  will  find  it 
borne  by  the  stonuuh,  just  like  eolebicum, 
infinitenr  better  if  you  give  prnssic  acid  a 
little  before  it,  or  at  the  same  time.  Arsenic 
is  a  medicine  which  is  much  disposed  to 
irritate  the  stomach  uud  bowels,  to  pro- 
duoe  oaatritis,  and,  short  of  that,  it  Ito* 
quently  produces  nausea  and  vomiting; 
but  tiiat  may  generally  be  preveui«  d  by 
pruiileacicL  The  moment  you  find  heat 
in  tiie  stomach  and  bowels,  and  pain  on 
pressure,  it  shouM  In-  omitted.  You 
should  ascertain  this  point  every  day;  and 
when  it  oocnrs,  themedicine  should  not  be 
resumed  till  these  svmptoms  hare  gone  off. 
Arsenic  »Ko  jiroifn<t«»  soreiMW  "f  the 
eyes,  ami  rcdnesjs  ot  the  throat,  and 
when  any  of  these  symptoms  arise,  you 
must  desist  from  exhibiting  the  medicine, 
and  not  resume  it  till  they  arc  i^one  off. 
As  Ui  the  dose,  there  is  no  particular  rule 
for  it:  it  is  best  to  begin  with  two  or  three 
minims,  and  as  lonij;  o-s  it  is  l)ornc  without 
doing  the  patient  any  harm,  you  may  in- 
crease it.  I  have  known  cases  w'herc 
thirteen  or  fourteen  minims  were  borne, 
hut  that  is  ti  lari^a-  dose;  in irencral, seven  or 
eight  minims  are  as  much  as  can  be  given. 
I  do  not  hnow  that  thm  ia  any  danger  in 


the  uedenm  induced  by  the  medicine,  but  it 
shows  that  it  acU  on  the  boil  v,  an«l  there- 
fore it  is  better  to  desist.  With  rc-:uxl  to 
thegastrilie  afl'eetion,  that  would  be  dan- 
gerous if  the  arsenic  were  continued ;  but 
with  a  careful  practitioner,  no  danger  can 
arise  from  this  remedy.  In  the  chronic 
form  of  the  disease,  blisters,  seton«,  and 
inoxa?,  may  be  of  use,  just  as  in  any  other 
chronic  inilanimation. 

If  the  fliMMvc  assume  an  intermittent 
form,  you  uaiht  treat  it  in  some  measure 
as  intermittent  fever,  give  a  large  dose  of 
quinine  or  bark,  either  just  before  a  parox- 
ysni  is  expected,  or  aflervv!irf?s,  and  smaller 
doses  in  the  intervals;  or  you  may  employ 
arsenic.  A  large  dose  of  a  narcotic,  giveii 
just  when  the  j)aroxysm  is  about  to  begin, 
often  aeU  like  a  ebnrm  when  rheumatism 
affects  the  face.  It  is  au  excellent  plan  to 
give  u  dose  of  stiamonium  at  the  time  the 
pain  is  coming  on,  and  n  i)cat  it  in  two  or 
three  hours.  A  large  di.se  is  generally  re- 
quired,  and  therefore  it  is  better  to  give  a 
grain  to  an  adult,  and  in  two  or  three 
hours,  if  there  be  no  allcviati<ui  of  the  pain 
and  no  affection  of  tiie  head,  then  repeat 
it  Sometimes  the  pain  will  not  cea.sc  till 
vott  have  exhibited  two  or  three  doses; 
but  I  do  not  know  above  one  f»r  two  eases 
in  which  this  plan  failed;  it  is  certainly 
one  of  the  best  you  can  adopt.  The  id 
cfTi  t  ts  of  Ntrainimiuin,  1  before  mentioned, 
are  dimness  of  sight,  great  thirst,  and  dry- 
ness of  throat;  but  these  are  not  at  all 
dangerous  symptoms.  The  most  unplea. 
taut  symptom  is  an  aficction  of  the  head, 
drowsiness,  giddiness,  or  deUrium.  I  llave 
ftvquently  seen  these  induectl,  and  then 
go  away  after  a  few  hours ;  but  if  there  be 
any  hazard,  an  emetic  may  be  had  reeouise 
to;  if,  however,  you  increase  the  dose 
•lowly,  thif  effect  need  hardly  ever  occur. 


W\'  havo  now  arrived  at  what  I  intend 
to  lie  the  I  uiH  hision  of  the  courae.  I  have 
spoken  of  an  immense  number  of  diseases 
to  which  lleah  is  heir»  and  I  have  eudea- 
voured  to  teU  yon  all  i  mjself  know  about 
them. 

I  of  course  must  rejoice,  as  I  am  sure 
you  do,  that  our  labours  are  at  an  end: 

ih  tt  is  a  natural  feeling  for  both  of  ns,  I 
aiu  sorry  to  part  with  vou.  be(tiuse  I  have 
eveiy  reason  to  be  delighted  v*ith  tlie  at- 
tention I  hate  received  during  the  couiae; 
yet  ns  we  are  nil  anxious  for  a  remission 
of  laborious  exertion,  1  congratulate  you 
that  the  scene  of  my  labours  is  at  a  close. 

I  have  endeu vol)  red  to  apeak  of  all  those 
diseases  wbif  fi  u  u  if!;  come  under  the  rare 
of  the  meditui  praetiuoiier,  I  have  not  cU, 
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grossed  In  order  to  irpeak  of  other  cUaeates, 

and  to  mention  a  nmnher  of  othe  r  siibiccts, 
because  I  knew  that  i  had  so  nnu  h  on  hand 
that  the  time  would  scarcely  be  sullicic-iit 
to  1)0  justice  to  those  which  came  partica. 
lurly  in  my  own  province.  It  may  be  that 
there  are  some  other  dis^ises  which  i  ought 
to  have  spoken  of,  hnt  I  do  not  think  there 
nil  any  which  1  liave  omitted  that  are  not 
luily  triuttd  of  in  t»UuT  courses:  I  alhide 
t<i  surgical  diseases,  and  disca-^es  of  the 
female  orjyans  of  generation,  a  few  of 
Avhich,  allliduijh  thi  y  may  come  nntlcr  tlic 
treatment  of  the  pliysician,  yet  they  must 
be  particularly  spoken  of  by  the  professors 
of  sni-iry  and  midwifery.  I  have  taken 
advanta^'c  of  that  cirrnnistance  to 
over  some  affections.  \\hiLh  I  am  iu  the 
habit  of  treating  in  private  practice  every 
day.  1  hope  I  have  not  wasted  rfny  time 
in  displayinp:  my  knowledge  on  topics 
ftiruij^i  to  this  course  of  lectures,  because 
I  had  too  mauT  of  my  own  to  he  dMirons 
of  sayinjyf  any  thinj^  more  than  was  strictly 
necessary  in  iny  particular  department. 

Yon  are  aware  that  all  tlie  instructfona 
given  can  be  no  avail  unless  yoa  si  t  the 
fact«,  which  are  stnte«l,  verified.  I'nfor- 
furtunately,  in  tliis  iusiilutiou,  we  have 
not  the  means  of  giving  that  instmetion 
which  is  necessary;  hwt  I  hilicve  I  may 
assure  you,  that  before  this  time  twelve- 
month,  the  most  active  means  will  be  taken 
for  alTiirding  clinical,  medical,  surgical, 
and  olv;tetrtc  instruction.  I  lia.e  ad- 
vanced nothing  mvvellous  in  order  to 
produoe  an  effect,  hat  I  have  been  anxious 
simply  to  inculcate  rial  truth,  yo  far  as  I 
in  .  self  am  aware  that  it  is  trutli. 

1  do  not  know  w  hcther  it  is  usual  now, 
but  it  was  when  I  was  a  student,  to  give 
advice  at  the  end  of  a  eonrse  as  to  yonr 
future  conduct.  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  are  disposed  to  give  much  advice, 
because  I  suppose  every  gentleman  here 
knows  what  is  rit^ht  and  what  i<?  wrong. 
1  am  sure  the  attempt  to  quote  Scripture 
or  preach  a  sermon  to  you  would  be  quite 
put  of  place. 

But  tlure  are  two  things  which  lam 
partieuluily  anxious  to  impress  upon  you, 
and  these  are — that  in  vtfur  jtrojimon  you 
nift  itcier  hse  tight  of  its  real  delight —  tliot 

you  will  never  l>ecome  taere  practitioners, 
g«>ing  about  to  see  your  patients  and  or- 
dering  medieiaes  just  as  a  baker  goes  dis. 
trihnting  loaves  round  a  parish,  hu»  tl^at 
30U  will  consider  it  a  source  of  true  intciieo- 
tual  delight.  There  is  ha  rdly  a  ease  that  oc- 
curs that  may  not  alTnnl  yon  an  intellec- 
tual exercise,  and  enable  you  to  advance 
your  own  knowledge  a  little.  Very  few 
practitioners,  I  am  sure,  pasa  six  months 
in  the  year  witliout  haxinrr  a"  ojtportunity 
of  advai.cingi  uot  only  their  own  know> 
ledge^  but  adding  to  tm  genend  stock.  If 


yon  beoome  mere,  dull,  lontiBe  pivctK 

tioners,  T  shnM  inflred  be  extromi-Iv  s*trr%. 
1  trust  you  will  always  consider,  tliat  al 
though  you  enter  the  profe^ion  for  the 
purpose  of  ginning  a  livelihood,  yet  hap. 
pily  in  onr  pursuits  there  is  an  iiifiniteiy 
greater  delight  than  this— that  we  havv 
the  means  of  leading  the  Uvea  of  philooo. 
phers — of  nsing  our  intellt  ct  and  impror- 
ing  science,  which  cannot  be  said  of  a 
large  number  of  oecupati<ms  to  which  men 
are  unfortunately  destined. 

The  other  p<»int  to  which  I  w  ivh  t*»  di- 
rect your  attention  is,  to  avoid  etnery  tffi^fg^ 
that  can  hrvig  the  prcf«aiStn into  disgrace.  We 
all  witness  medical  squabbles,  and  I  think 
nothing  can  be  more  contempti?)lc  than 
personal  jealousies  carried  on  60  unfortu- 
nately as  we  often  see  them.   When  yxm 
are  in  practice,  never  give  an  opinion  upoa 
any  case  unles.s  it  is  in  yonr  own  hand«. 
VV  hen  a  case  is  under  the  care  01  anutJjer 
incUvidual,  never  should  an  opinion  be 
given  upon  it,  unless  it  be  to  corrohorate 
wliat  be  has  sud,  and  establish  him  in  the 
estimation  of  the  patient   If  von  see  a 
man  treating  a  patient  in  a  db^graccfol 
mannerl!:nt  is  another  pa<e ;  bnf  ev«  n  then 
it  is  much  better  to  see  the  iuUivuluai  him. 
self  than  to  make  any  disturbance  ahoat 
it.    Wlu  ii  you  are  attending  Avith  another 

1>ractit loner,  nothing  should  be  done  to 
ower  him  in  the  opinion  of  the  patiiut. 
It  is  right,  if  you  can.  always  to  express 
ynitr   coineiJiuee    of  sentiment   with  a 
brother  practitioner;  and  if  vou  differ 
ftom  him,  you  should  not  let  tne  patieot 
know  it,  but  &Tgne  the  point  in  private. 
Never  say  any  thing  to  make  n  y»r»tif  nt 
think  you  would  have  treated  him  better 
than  yonr  predecessor.    If  it  so  happen 
that  a'nudieal  man  should  ill  treat  yon, 
(and  we  mu^t  all  expect  to  meet  with 
that,)  it  is  best  to  keep  the  matter  quiet; 
because  if  you  complain  of  being  wronged, 
the  world  will  t>nly  shake  their  heads  ana 
significantly  say,  "  two  of  a  trade— two  of 
a  trade,**  and  yon  will  gain  nothing  by  ft 
When  your  c<mscience  satisfies  ytm  that 
von  are  the  injured  person,  it  U  hc^t  to 
learn  to  pass  things  over,  and  avoid  as 
much  as  possible  any  api>earanee  of  a  um^ 
dical  sQuabble  to  the  world. 

I  will  not  pretend  to  lamentation  and 
grief  at  parting  with  yon,  ))ecanse  I  thaD 
nave  to  part  with  some  every  year,  and  I 
mtist  reserve  my  tears  and  lamentations 
fur  more  serious  occasions.  I  feel  the 
greatest  obligation  to  you  for  the  Idndness 
with  \\  liieh  you  luive  listened  to  me,  and  1 
owe  you  an  a]>ology  for  having  frequently 
been  late,  but  I  assure  you  it  was  unarotcf. 
able.  In  fine,  I  can  on^y  say,  that  on  any 
occasion  on  which  I  can  be  of  use  toyou^ 
it  will  afford  me  tlic  greatest  pl^arc 
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BHwmn  thtAntwrumal  Tumor  and  the  CajrH- 
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By  Bakon  Dvpvytren. 
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The  lit^aturc  of  arteries,  as  we  have  seen, 
majr  be  etl'eeted  b«lwe«:a  the  tumur  uiid  the 
heaiV— end  tbis  is  the  method  uio:it  euiu- 
monly  adopted;  but  there  are  cticam- 
sUiiiccs  in  which  it  cannot  be  praetised,  in 
cuiiM.'4iienceof  tiie  aueurissm  being  tou  uear 
the  centre  of  circntation.  The  disease  then 
ooiitirmcs  (<•  advance,  notwithstanding  the 
debilitatinij  nu-ans  at!«l  nTriu'i  rnnt  appli- 
cations  of  the  surgeon  i  uad  the  surgton 
lias  then  no  resource  left  bnt  to  a])pl^  the 
liffature  hftwecn  the  tumor  aiul  the  capil- 
iaries.  The  idea  ot  this  proeeediiiir  ciris?^!. 
nated  with  Brasdor,  but  Dcseh  ainpH  wa^ 
the  first  to  i)raetise  it  on  the  living  body. 
He  tied  till-  IVuKiral  artery  ludow  the  tu- 
mor, I'ur  an  iuguinai  aneurism.  'I'he  dis. 
ease  rajudly  increased  in  size ;  and  in  order 
to  prevent  the  bursting  of  the  vessel, 
deatli  of  tlie  patient,  he  was  obliged  to  open 
the  sae  uittl  tie  the  artery  above  it  The 

fiatient  died  in  eight  houn  after,  having 
ost  a  large  quantity  of  blood.  The  first 
operation,  however,  was  very  badly  per- 
foriued,  as  the  profunda  femoriH  and  some 
muscular  fibres  were  included  in  the  liga* 
turc.  This  attempt  then,  and  one  t  tjually 
uusucmsful  made  by  Astley  Cooper,  bad 
thrown  discredit  on  the  proceeding,  whc-u 
other  trials,  made  with  varioas  sncecst, 
again  directed  attention  to  it*. 

It  appears  Ijevoud  a  doubt,  that  the  un. 
favoumble  results  in  these  two  cases  de- 
pended iMi  tlie  I  in  lunNlanec  of  some  im- 
portant artrriai  branch  being  situated 
between  tlic  ligature  and  the  aneurism. 
Aocordingly,  the  general  opinion  at  the 
pre  sent  <biy  is,  that  the  chances  of  recovery 
are  the  greatest  possible,  when  no  ves<Mjl 
capable  of  Iteeping  up  the  eireulalion  is 
interposed  between  the  ligature  and  the 
anrnrism.  This  favourable  result  may 
also  take  place  although  some  very  smaU 

*  It  in  altogetbrr  impoMible  that  M.  Dupny. 
tren  ahould  either  lie  Ignoraat  of  Mr.  Wardrop's 
opcrationi*,  or  that  he  tbottldnot.  In  fact,  bata 
made  the  aboTS 

and  yet  he  hat  not  ihe  canrlour  to  nioniidn  tiiH 
natiif.  Till*  iiii  imiulde  Kj^irit,  we  nvrol  tit  say, 
is  too  ol»si>rv;ible  in  Ibf  ^  roductiuiis  of  Jf.  Du- 
ptivirt  r)  .  he  in  ready  enough  to  refer  to  Sir  Antley 
Cooper  by  aame.  If  lia  baaaoy  faUurt  to  nratioo; 
and  the  aanc  Kssark  STta  sppHet  to  bis  own 
couitryineD,  of  whom  he  secoMeqiiany  Jesloos,- 

TSAMSLATom.  ' 


branches  arise  near  the  anctiriKm,  as  the 
,  coagulum  may  gradually  extend  into  them. 
'  On  the  other  hand,  the  existence  nf 
branches  of  such  size  as  to  oppose  the  Ibt- 
mation  of  a  coagulum,  render  the  opera- 
tion nugatory;  nay  more, — it  may  he 
worse  than  useless:,  and  hurry  on  the  fatal 
projrrpss  of  tin.'  dii  iavc,  as  may  be  readily 
conceived;  the  efiort  of  the  blood  pro- 
pelled by  the  heart  being  constantly  to 
overcome  the  impediment,  and  the  sac 
must  of  course  participate  in  the  ffTtcts  of 
tliis  propulsive  force.  'I'his  method  of 
operating  does  not  apply  to  aneurism 
arising  from  injuries,  or  which  are  recent, 
or  diffused,  or  of  the  raricf»se  species ;  hut  to 
those  which  are  spontaneous,  or  to  circum- 
scribed tranmatie  anenrisms  with  firm  saes. 
The  situation  of  the  epigastric  arterylsaii 
nhstarle  to  tbc  performance  of  this  opera- 
tion iu  Ibc  tbigh;  we  must  therefore  be- 
gin by  t^  ing  it,  in  order  to  secnre success. 

If  we  look  to  tbc  favourable  cases,  we 
shall  find  that  of  five  instances  of  ligature, 
where  no  arterial  branch  toolt  its  origin 
between  the  point  of  its  application  and 
the  aneurismal  sac,  tbrrc  were  foHowid 
by  complete  recovery;  while  intheoppo. 
site  cases  the  greater  number  of  tlie  ancu. 
risms,  and  particularly  those  in  the  groin 
and  the  axilla,  have  not  been  arrest (  tl  hy 
this  operation.  In  some  others,  particu- 
larly at  the  lower  part  of  the  necic,  the 
progress  of  the  disease  has  not  only  been 
arrested,  but  subdued  for  eight  months, 
and  even  ff»r  two  years. 

The  following  ease,  tliough  not  followed 
by  sncccsf:,  docs  not  on  that  account  less 
desen  e  attention,  as  the  failure  is  not  attri- 
bntable  to  the  nature  of  the  operation,  but 
to  other  extraneoat  causes. 

Amurim  of  the  Subclavian  Artery — Ugtture 
vftkM  AxUktry^Daaih^Dkieclim. 

[An  exceedingly  prolix  acconnt  of  the 

case  is  here  given.  As,  however,  we  pub- 
lishcd  the  details  in  full  at  the  time  of  it^ 
oceunenee  (see  Medical  Gazette,  toI.  it. 

pp.  123  and  2*21),  we  shall  content  our- 
.selveswith  recapitulnttnir  the  chief  points, 
that  the  observations  of  31.  Uupuytren  may 
be  intelligible,  referring  to  toe  above 
source  for  farther  pn-ticMibirs  ] 

■  Charlenia^:nf,  urxd  K),  a  workman 
of  robust  constitution,  lour  months  before 
his  adunsnion  into  the  HAtel  Dieu,  expert- 
envcd  pain  abovr  tlic  right  shoulder  after 
having  made  .some  vioUnt  exertion.  In 
three  days  a  pulsating  tumor  was  visible, 
about  the  size  of  a  nut,  and  situated  just 
above  tlie  cla\  i(  le.  Hleedintf  and  eob!  ap- 
plications were  insufiicient  to  arre.st  its 
progress,  and  he  came  to  the  hospital  Mav 
2ft,  IK^n.  The  tumor  was  now  large  ana 
j»roj«  ( tiiitr,  without  discolonrntion,  occupy- 
ing the  la%ver  part  of  the  neck,  and  having 
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the  tiaricle  for  its  bads.  M.  Dupuytren 
•aw  the  neounty  of  perfonuinj^  an  oiK*ra- 
tion,  to  prevent  the  otherwise  inevitable 
result,  as  the  tumor,  if  lelt  to  itself,  must 
iMoeiMurilybttrat  The  impoMibility  of  ty- 
ing the  vessel  between  tlie  aneurism  and 
the  heart,  left  no  clmire  hut  to  upply  a 
ligature  to  the  axillary  artery,  between 
tbe  tumor  and  the  capillaries;  this  was 
Moordingly  done  by  M.  Dupuytren,  June 
13,  in  we  usual  manner,  'the  ligature 
oonabted  of  tlirce  thre^ ;  and  on  tight- 
ening it  the  pulsation  in  the  tumor  was 
much  increased,  and  the  ftrvt  twenty  w^ere 
very  irregular.  The  pulse  hii>  lug  risen  he 
was  hied  in  tfie  erening  (one  palette). 
Next  day  he  fell  weak,  hut  the  pulsation 
in  thettimorhad  not  diminishea,  thnnjjh 
it  was  \c&s  tense.  In  the  eveuiug  tiie  tu- 
mor seemed  rather  less.  ISOk,  no  paniea- 
lar  chanije  IfJth,  the  tumor  deci.ledly 
ic85j  patient's  state  satisfactory,  nth, 
the  wound  diened  for  the  first  time ;  some 
scarlet  blood  on  the  bandages,  and  some  el  ot  s 
mthin;  patient  h\r<\  nt^uifi  palettes). 
In  the  evening,  bandages  soaked  witli 
Mood ;  patient  oled  (Oiree  palettes).  Ten 
at  night,  blood  still  exndinp;  (hied  to  two 
palettes.)  18th,  slight  oozing  of  blood 
from  the  wound,  arrested  by  pressure ; 
mofib  general  disturlmiuT.  iMth,  ex- 
tremely weak ;  bled  again  (one  palette). 
90th,  increasing  debility.  During  the  fol- 
lowing night  he  died. 

il«fii|M]v.»Thc  right  arm  ccdematous  and 
livid;  the  points  of  the  finders  hln<k.  llc- 
patiiialion  of  ri^ht  lung,  with  mark-s  of 
reeent  effusion  of  false  membrane.  Heart 
Tery  lari^e,  fla<  <  i'l.  Aorta  much  dilated  at 
its  origin  j  diuiinisliing  towards  the  dia- 
phragm i  inner  surface  red,  with  cartilagi- 
none  patches,  and  aomc  spicula)  of  bone ; 
a  few  erosions.  The  sulichu  mii  dilated 
immediately  at  its  origin,  ko  as  to  form  the 
aneorismal  sae.  The  toraor  was  situated 
beneath  the  elaviele,  and  hml  in  a  great 
measure  destroyed  the  first  ril).  The  walls 
of  the  i»ac,  iiiwanls,  upwards,  and  uut- 
waids,  saffidcntly  resisting,  but  at  some 
points  beneath  tne  Iniuzs  ronrnd  hs  pa 
notes.  The  cavity  of  the  ancuri&m  con- 
tained merely  a  recent  coagulum,  in  no 
degree  adherent.  The  vertebral,  internal 
mammary,  and  inferior  tlivroid  arteries, 
oblitcraU^  The  axillary  heaiLhv  at  tiie 
point  where  the  ligature  was  appued,  and 
containing  an  inronsiderahle  elot  above  it. 
At  the  point  of  ligpature  nu  oj>eninj?  in  the 
artery  was  perceive*!,  probably  made  during 
the  dissection ;  )>esides,  several  of  i  he  pa* 
h  ul  i>ulled  the  ligature  before  the  cx 
amiuation  was  begun,  and  these  tracturtt 
ware  certainly  sufieient  to  have  torn  the 
artenr.  The  ligatnr^  had  not  entirely  di- 
vided the  internal  memhnuie.  The  rest  of 
the  arterial  system  was  heuUiiy.    The  di- 


gestive and  urinary  apj^uatns  presenufd 
no  lesion.   The  l>nun»  eerebellum,  aadsle 

dcpendeneies,  were  n<»t  examiT;r'}. 

Mow  if  we  consider  the  caui»«;  u£  this 
man**  death  with  a  little  more  attcation, 
we  shall  obsenc,  in  the  first  plaee,  tlmf 
the  pulsations,  immetliately  after  the  Ijstj 
ture  was  applietl,  becauie extreme] v  i^ttcng: 
yet  rupture  of  the  mc  did  not  take  place, 
although  its  parietcs  were  crrratly  attt  na- 
atcd  in  several  places.   Two  days  after  tht 
operation  Uie  pulsations  were  feeble,  ai>d 
the  tumor  was  no  longer  calculated  to  ex- 
cite alarm.    The  patient  foinul  hhn-vlf 
retty  well  up  to  tlic  fifth  day,  when  an 
vmorrhage  ensued,  which,  iImm^Ii  not 
eonsidenible,  gave  much  uneasiness  to  tbc 
surgeon.    The  cause  could  not  ho  a.«err- 
t;uncd :  it  was  p.t  lirst  thought  that  the 
loss  of  blood  could  be  tfaoed  to  tha  aae  or 
the  axillary  artery;  hut  there  wasniort 
reason  afterwards  to  suspect  that,  it  mi%im 
from  some  ?eeeeb  of  tmatt  califaR:  nor 
did  the  examination  after  death  de  tea  mine 
the  ijuestion. 

The  man  was  bledfreqnently :  fivepaiettei 
were  taiicn  from  him  in  three  bleedinKs  as 
the  sjune  day.    Tt  is  very  probable  tliat 
this  treatment  was  opposed  to  the  curt  <>[ 
the  aneurism;  for  the  plasticity  of  the 
blood  if  emential  to  ita  coagulation,  an4 
the  more  the  patient  is  weakened  by  a 
sanguineous  dow,  the  less  chance  thert;  is 
of  this  requisite  condition  talting  placa. 
The  question  is  difficult  to  decide;  bat  it 
seems    probable    tlmt    those  bleedlnt^ 
though  at  the  moment  appearing  indis- 
pensalile,  ultimately  teawra  to  tte  fiRai 
result,    it  mi^dit  be  .sup|)osed  that  the  ex- 
istence of  several  voluminous  branches  of 
the  subclavian  artery  in  front  of  the  tumur, 
or  arising  from  tlie  ^unor  itself,  were  pre- 
judicial  to  the  success  of  the  o]>c-ration. 
But  the  autopey  shewed  that  all  tht«e 
brandies  weie  onutemted,  as  it  frequentlv 
happens  when  the  aneurism  has  attained 
a  certain  hulk,  and  when  it  is  sitnat»-d  fa- 
Tourably  for  compression:  and  iu  general, 
though  we  may  not  be  sure  of  tbe  oblite* 
ration  of  those  hnuiehes,  we  are  not  war. 
ranted,  on  this  account,  to  withhold  the 
ligature  from  between  the  tumor  and  the 
d^ilUriesL 

In  this  cose,  besides,  we  ^ti  uiM  ntit 
forget  the  <»nsiderable  alterations  Mluch 
existed  in  the  aorta  and  those  of  the  right 
lung ;  for  they  must  have  had  much  in> 
fliuner  iu  produeiiiir  the  fatal  termination 
ul  tiic  cose.  Bui  wiiatevcr  was  the  cause, 
the  consequence  cannot  but  be  de|»lorad. 
TTad  the  issm;  been  sueccssful,  it  would 
have  induced  numermis  trials  of  the  uie- 
thod,  and  the  lives,  perhaps,  of  many  un- 
fortunate people  might  have  been  saved. 
Tirasilor's  method,  however,  should  not  (»n 
this  account  be  exploded.   If  new  inuUv« 
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of  upcratiiig  were  to  be  abandoned  when- 
ever fhe  fifit  attempts  proved  unsuccess- 
ful, we  should  be  depiived  of  many  excel- 
lent n  sources  in  suijgerr.  The  first  time 
that  AsUejr  Cooper  tiea  the  primitivo  ca- 
rotid, for  aneurism  of  that  artery,  he 
failed:  the  patient  died.  Mr.  C line, how- 
ever, ifwA  it  ntjain,  ns  did  Astlcy  Cooper 
liiiuseil,  aud  other  surgeons:  and  they 
■ucoeeded.  We  oonelTei  lost  the  first 
patient  on  Avhom  we  tried  the  operation 
for  arliliciul  anus,  which  has  since  been  so 
successful  in  several  instances;  and  we 
publicly  dedaied  that  the  want  of  snccesa 
whkh  we  met  witlj  in  this  ease  should 
not  deter  ns  from  uiakint;  otliur  trials  of 
ligature  of  the  axillary  artery. 

We  have  seen  that  the  brachiocephalic 
trunk  in  the  present  case,  thoiic;lit  very 
Tolumiuous,  was  sound:  it  might  there- 
fore have  been  tied*  though  we  know  that 
the  two  opentions  of  this  kind,  tried  by 
Mott,  in  America,  and  Gr  if  '.  in  Pni«isia, 
failed.  A  third,  lately  pracii!»cd  at  Paris, 
was  equally  nnsuocesshil :  the  patient  died 
luruiorrhujje.  These  results  arc  not 
very  cnenuraf^ing:  yet,  being  consistent 
with  our.selve.-i,  and  reasoning  still  on  tlie 
eame  grounds  that  we  have  occupied  in 
di8cu5sini?  till  method  of  I!rasdor,  we  can- 
not but  praise  those  who,  in  desperate 
OMee,  have  had  recourse  to  this  bold  opera- 
tion. The  propriety,  however,  of  ^ing 
tile  brachio  cephalic  trnnk,  requires  to  be 
confirmed  by  further  observation. 

OM  ANECRI«MS  WHICH  CO'iTT'T  TTATK  FltAC- 
TUaSS  AND  WOVKDS  FttUM  FIBE-AaMS, 
AMn  OK  TBBIR  TnBATMBMT  BT  AXBL'S 

mbthodI 

Amoni;  the  causes  which  give  rise  to  the 
dcvel<^j>ment  of  aneurism^,  there  are  two 
whidi  iiave  met  with  but  little  attention 
ftmn  even  tlie  meet  expert  obiervers;  I 
mean  fraeturr  and  wounds  from  fire  armf. 
It  can  be  readily  understood  how  the 
splinten  of  a  broken  bone,  or  how  a  beJl 
or  other  projectile  diieharged  by  gun  pow. 
dcT,  cfiTi  oris^inatf  nn  aneurism,  by  slowly 
aitenug  or  even  destroying  the  coats  of  an 
aiteiy.  It  would  even  seen,  on  reflecting 
upon  the  multitude  and  infinite  variety  of 
fractures  and  wounds  from  fire  nrms,  that 
these  sort  of  aneurisms  ought  to  be  fre- 
qoent  Yet  we  acareelT  find  in  the  books 
a  siii^:le  example  of  tfiesorl;  whether  it 
is  that  such  ernes  are  not  very  comm<jn, 
or,  which  is  more  likely,  that  on  this 
point,  aa  well  as  many  others,  the  atten- 
tion has  nee<l  to  be  awakened,  in  orrirr  tn 
eeise  even  the  most  ordinair  appearances. 
J,  L.  Fstit,  in  his  work  on  the  Bones,  men- 
tions ono  case ;  and  sineeliJa  time,  writers 
on  the  same  subject  have  not  Hiiled  t"  in. 
form  their  rcaden  that  aneurism  in  one 


of  the  accidents  which  may  supervene  on 
fractore:  but  none  of  them  cite  a  case. 
M.  Boyer  only  gives  the  case  that  I  com- 
munieated  to  him  fifteen  years  ago.  But 
a  pretty  considerable  number  of  cases  of 
the  sort  have  oome  under  my  observation 
since  the  year  1806. 

The  general  opinion  w  hieh  seems  to  pre- 
vail on  tlic  .subject  u])pears  to  be,  Uiut  wo 
should  ampntate  at  once,  where  we  find 
sueh  lesions.  Of  ihrt  r  operations,  how- 
ever, of  this  kind,  which  were  practised  in 
my  presence  by  my  predecessor  in  this 
place,  one  only  succeeded  ;  and  a  lilce  re- 
sult >Nhieh  ensued  in  t>ther  instmices  did 
not  tend  much  to  encourage  us  to  persu- 
▼eie.  I  aeoordii^ly  attempted  to  treat 
those  aneuriMDS  in  a  way  difierrait  from 
that  which  was  in  use  up  to  my  time ; 
and  the  following  cases  will  serve  to  ex- 
niaia  my  principles  and  the  methods  which 
I  tfaoognt  myself  wananted  in  adopting. 

Case  h'— Compound  Fractun  of  th$  Leg, 
ctnnplicated  with  Aneur'um  of  tke  Petttrior 

Ti hud  Artery  —  /, i>ra t ure—- Cure. 

Martha  Maria  Barbe,  aged  62,  of  a  dry 
fibre,  but  healthy,  while  running  iu  tJic 
street,  on  the  2d  January,  1809,  made  a 
false  step  and  f«  l!  She  was  inunediately 
seized  with  a  violent  pain,  attended  bv  a 
crackling  noise,  at  thebt^tmnof  the  left 
leg.  8he  could  not  laise  hendf  from  the 
ground,  and  was  earried  home  with  diffi- 
culty. Nothing  was  done  for  her  the  first 
night.  Next  diy,  tiie  pain  eontinning, 
along  with  the  inability  to  walk,  she  was 
taken  to  the  Hotel  Dien,  when  1  imme 
diately  detected  fracture  ot  the  two  bones 
of  the  leg,  at  the  union  of  the  lower  and 
middle  t!urd  df  their  Icncrth. 

It  w  as  an  oblique  fracture,accompanied 
by  displacement  of  tbefrajpnentsforvi  ards 
and  badtwards,  by  defonmty  of  the  limb, 
and  swelling  and  violent  tension  of  the 
soft  parts.  I  also  found  on  tiie  back  part 
of  the  leg,  in  the  thickness  of  the  calf, 
strong  and  considerable  motions  of  dila- 
tation and  contraction,  ^^hich  could  be 
seen  as  well  as  felt:  they  were,  moreover, 
isoehranons  with  those  of  the  pnlse. 
Compression  on  the  femoral  artery  caused 
them  to  cease,  and  they  re  appeared  when 
that  compression  wai*  taken  ofi*.  Aa  aneu- 
rism, it  was  evident,  Imd  been  formad  at 
the  moment  of  the  patient's  fall :  it  was 
caused  by  some  rme  of  the  oblique  fnij^ 
ments  of  bone,  which  produced  a  lacera- 
tion of  some  arter}'  in  the  bade  of  the  leg— 
the  posterior  tibial  artery,  to  all  appear- 
ance.  The  case  was  a  serious  one,  whe- 
ther  the  advanced  age  of  the  patient  was 
taken  into  account  or  the  nature  and  com- 
plication of  t]n  injury.  She  was  properly 
dressed,  but  what  fuiihcr  steps  were  to  be 
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taken  waa  not  decMbd  immediatelv.   It  proceed  tu  show,  that  these  do  not  retime 

oeeumd  to  me,  that  howercr  rimpfe  and  amputation  any  more  than  fiaclnica  m 

expeditious  a  method  amputation  was  to  comi)liente<l;  and  that  tin  v  t.  ..  raaj  be 

escape  from  further  trouble,  it  would  en-  cured  bv  simply  tyintr  the  priucipal  aiterr 

tail  on  Uie  patient,  not  only  a  painful  pri-  of  Uie  limb.    Here  are  facts  to  wanaiU 

▼aflon  snppodngr  she  recoveiea,  but  dan.  this  itatement  i— 
gcrs  which,  iu  luauy  like  eases,  had  tenni- 

nntcd  fatally.    I,igature  of  the  artery  ata  Case  H.—Anfurism  f rim  a  Putol-ShtH^U- 

distance  from  the  Ic^iun  1  thought  was  gature  of  ih*  Femoral  Artery — C«rr. 
ptefeiable:  it  would  staunch  the  blood, 

put  a  stop  to  the  pulsations  in  the  tumor,  M.  de  Gombnnt,  mptain  of  a  troop,  and 

and  allow  the  end  of  the  torn  artery  to  aid6.4e«eauip  to  one  of  our  most  d^tia 

cicatrise.   Such,  with  otberieaioiu,  served  guiabed  lieutenant -generals,  on  the  lOdi 

to  pennade  me;  but  tiie  sanction  of  ex-  Febmary,  1818,  rceeired  a  sbot  from  » 

perience  wa*?  wantinij.  horse-pistol  thnMttjph  the  n^prr  ]>nn  i.riu* 

'i'he  operation  was  performed  in  the  rigbtleg,  from  before  bark uara«,  uud£naa 

middle  of  the  thigh,  in  the  usual  manner,  the  outside  inwardH,  passing  bctww  tik 

and  the  moment  uie  ligature  was  fastened  tibia  and  the  fibula,  ^vllieh    it  »l%titl; 

the  pulsations  eeased.    A  simple  dressing  crushed.    A  very  violent  hinmoiThage  oc 

was  applied:  that  for  the  fracture  was  eon-  curred  in  a  utumcut,  which  wai»  prcsCTtl* 


Cinaed.    Now  was  the  time  that  should  arrested  to  some  extent  by  a  com 

determine  the  fate  of  the  jiati  nt :  Ijiu  the  apparel  applied  t<i  the  two  orifici  s  uf  xl.i. 

heat  and  5en<;ihility  of  the  limb  were  not  wound.    The  patient  was  takeo  Ihi«k, 

for  a  moment  uUeretl ;  the  circulation  eon-  the  leg  swelled,  and  becune  the  scsU  oft 


tinned  uninterruptedly,  and  from  the  fifrh  vere  pain;  to  which  sooeeeded  a 

(1:tv  The  collateral  arteries  about  the  knee  some  nnmhncss.    An  aneurism  wns  fona 

ct>uld  be  seen  and  felt,  by  whose  develop,  ing,  which  every  day  grew  Uugcr  nndmwiw 

ment  the  blood  was  couTeyed  to  the  lower  distinguishable. 

portion  of  the  artery  affected.    8i\  days  In  spite  of  the  application  of  the  es- 

hod  scarcely  elajtsed  when  the  \  '  nno  of  pressive  bnndas^e,  and  the  toumt^uet  «if 

the  tumor  Vas  found  to  be  re<luced  one-  Petit,  an  haemorrhage  took  place  about  ibi 

third,  and  it  eventually  disapjpeared  alto,  thirteenth  day  of  the  wound;  it  wamil 

gether.    The  ligatnre  fell  off  abcail  the  frequently  afterwards  and  weakened  As 

fiPtcenthday;  Inere  was  no  haMnorrha^^e,  i>alient  irrratly.    I  "as  ni>w  ^^If^d  la  bf 

and  the  wound  w  as  cicatrised  ia  k^i>  thou  the  (jhvhiciaus  of  the  patient, 

six  weeks.  The  foot  and  leg  were  violet,  tunMAsd. 

While  matters  thus  proceeded  with  the  e«i!d,  and  henumbeo,    Tn  the  upper  part^jf 

soft  parts,  nature  was  efleeting  the  conso-  the  leg  there  was  a  swelling,  wiih  tensj^w, 

lidatiou  oi'  the  bone :  it  went  on  slowly,  and  pulsations  isochronous  vrith  Hh**  mf. 

either  in  consequence  of  the  obliquity  of  the  heart  The  orifices  which  the  ball  kaJ 

the  fraefiirt  nr  mvinif  to  the  frairraents  made  were  orer  this  tumor,  and  each  J 

being  bathed  iu  bltHMl,  or,  in  tine,  because  tliem  was  stopt  with  a  dot  of  \AmA 

the  ligatnre  had  diminished  in  this  Quarter  which  was  vioicntl?  ehakeii  at  cfciy  im- 

the  powers  of  nutrition.   Tlieeallns,  in  pulse,  and  ^eemed  likely  i^evciy  BMrnMI 

short,  was  scarcely  be^nn  at  the  end  of  to  be  tlir     n  out.    There  could  not  be  s 

the  first  month  i  it  oHered  but  little  con-  doubt  limt  destruction  of  one  or  moiv 

sistenoe  at  the  end  of  the  second ;  and  did  the  great  arteries  in  the  ham  ii^  hm 

not  attain  the  state  of  perfect  solidity  un-  taken  place,    llie  c-ase  was  urgent.  AJIv 

til  fftir  ni<>nth>i  had  rlaj  «?ed.    The  patient  weitfhinjr  the  advnntai^e<:  and  d!%rt'!»T 

tlicu  aitcwjUcd  to  w  alk  :  she  was  soon  able  tu^^ts  ol  ihe  ligature  applieil  mimc-dii^i^< 

to  leave  the  bmpital,  perfectly  cured  of  to^  the  extremities  of  the  dividbd  vusmiK 

both  fracture  and  aneurism;  and  at  tTh  and  of  nm|Hit.nti<>n.  the  mortality  of  »hic^ 

cud  of  fifteen  years  we  c:nw  her  iu  the  cu-  is  not  less  thau  a  ftmrth  ;  encnnrttc:T«l  tx« 

jovmcut  of  perfect  health.  sides  by  the  success  of  Me.  Barbe'*  ea«e,  i 

'^Tbere  was  another  case  of  this  descrip-  proposed  ligature  of  the  femoful  wrtan. 

tion  whi'  li  n  c  lately  saw.    A  man  had  which        a?  <niec  ajTreed  t<> 

had  a  couuuiuuiivo  fracture,  and  the  trag-  The  o|»craliuu  was  performed  id  %tm 

ments  protm^»d.   Several  hnmorrbagce  ueoal  manner ;  the  limb  being  then  mea^ 

took  place  through  the  wound,  witliout  the  flexed,  and  reclined  outwards  on  a  pillow. 

|)ossibiIity  of  discovering  the  spot  from  char|>ie  was  laid  on  the  nnto-cs  *<(  tl* 

which  the  blood  flowed.    I  put  u  ligature  wound  m  the  Ic^.    The  aiieuxi^uai  tUBkvr 

on  the  femoral  artei7,as  alreadv  described,  was  covered  with  llii<^  eompressea  eoi^id 

when  the  hicmorriniget  oeised,  and  the  in  d'totlard  water;  and  the  rest  of  the  Is^r 

man  got  vvell.  and  foot  was  kept  warm.     Neither  tiw 

Now,  with  rvgard  to  wounds  from  fire-  heat,  sensibility,  or  motif  e  power  uf  tJ^ 

arms,  complicated  with  tnettfitm^  I  ihall  parts  wMfor  a  monwiit  alimd.  ~ 
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treatment  conaldted  of  Mine  tatitpaemo- 

dies,  to  calm  the  nervous  state  of  the  ]ia- 
tient ;  and  attention  was  paid  to  strict 
regimen,  for  fear  of  the  occurrence  of  in- 
ilammatofy  symptoms— to  posture  and  re* 
l>o%c,  to  prevent  the  dnurc^inj^s  and  lacera- 
tions of  the  parts — to  the  frequent  appli- 
cation of  emollients  abont  the  anenrismal 
tumor— of  warm  bodies  about  the  foot  and 
lep:,  to  maintain  the  circulation  and  life  in 
the  parts — then  by  systematic  dressings 
night  and  morning,  to  remore  the  pns  and 
blood  vdih  which  the  limb  was  embarraK*;- 
ed.  Thus  was  the  patient  treated  up  to 
the  i20th  day,  when  the  ligature  of  the  fe- 
moral artenr  came  off.  At  the  end  of  six 
weeks  all  the  wounds  were  completi  lv  ci- 
catrisedi  the  limb  was  then  a  little  swollen 
and  diseolonred,  but  by  degrees  these  ap. 
peamnces  ranished ;  and  three  m<mths 
after  his  accident  M.  de  Oombaut  walked 
as  well  as  erer  he  did. 

The  ligature,  by  suspending  the  circula- 
tion in  a  divided  vessel,  the  solntitm  of 
continuity  of  which  had  ^\vcu  rise,  all  at 
once,  to  au  intenial  and  extenuil  hemor- 
rhage, allows  time  for  inflammation  to  set 
in  and  a  healing  prm-ess  to  take  place  in 
the  wounded  vessels,  to  render  their  extre- 
mities imiK'rmeable  to  the  blood  which  the 
anastomoses  in  their  neip^hbourhood  mit^ht 
carry  to  tlicni  T^i^  sort  of  o1)lifcm?i<m 
we  should  natuially  expect  to  take  place 
more  readily  and  ccrhUnly  after  wounds 
from  fire  arms  than  any  other.  Tt  i--  \yvU 
known  that  one  of  their  mo%t  remarkable 
effects  is  that  of  causing  the  oriliecs  to 
shrink  up,  and  to  eoaguiate  the  blood  in 
their  extremities;  thu<;  rendering  them 
impernietthle  to  this  liuid. 

Since  M.  Gomlxiut\s  case,  I  bare  met 
with  others  which  served  to  confirm  me  in 
the  treatment  which  I  adopted  with  this 
ofliccr.  iSvtne  would  maintain,  it  is  true, 
that  the  method  is  not  suitable  for  primitire 
^false  aneurism,  whatever  be  the  situation 
of  the  artery;  assuming  that  the  mode  of 
cure  of  the  lower  extremity  is  different 
ftwn  that  of  the  upper,  "there  is  not, 
thcv  say,  so  much  contraction  <»f  liivcr 
oh^ce  as  of  the  upper;  the  C4>n traction, 
l>csidcs,  does  not  last  so  long,  and  there  is 
leas  elot  formed  :  and,  adding  example  to 
precept,  they  do  not  hesitate  to  divide  the 
considerable  muscular  fascia  which  covers 
the  upDcr  portion  of  ^e  eubital  arteiy,  to 
tie  in  this  place ;  and  m  tlie  same  way  the^- 
put  a  ligature  on  the  peroneal  artery,  di- 
viding the  muscles  oi'  the  calf.  Now,  with- 
out wishing  to  detract  fkom  the  merit  of 
such  proeitdinxs,  we  will  simply  state, 
that,  in  the  ease  of  M.  Gombaut,  it  was 
impossible,  in  the  first  place,  to  know 
whether  the  injoiy  was  done  to  the  anterior 
tibial  artery  or  the  paeterior  tibial)  or  to 


the  peroneal,  or  in  fine  the  popliteal, 

or  inilctd  to  several  of  thc^c  vessels  at 
once  ;  and,  in  the  second  niaee,  to  deter- 
mine the  height  at  which  tuis  lesion  might 
be  found.  Thus,  even  though  in  this  case 
we  were  not  to  take  into  account  the  depth 
of  the  vessels,  their  relations  with  tlie  bones, 
the  muscles,  and  tiie  nerves,  the  ligature 
of  the  two  ends  was  impracticable.  This 
is  what  has  been  "Stated  in  the  article 
Aneurism,  in  the  2d  cditi<m  of  the  Die- 
tionnair»,  in  21  vols.— namely,  that  the 
search  for  the  point  <»f  lesion  of  the  artery 
jirc'ciits  sMnu  times  t»o  many  dilliculties 
that  we  are  generally  obliged  to  have  re- 
course to  a  single  ligature,  placed  at  some 
distance  above  the  wound. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  my  decided  opinion 
that,  in  lesions  of  an  artery  of  a  limb  in 
ccmseouencc  of  fracture  or  a  gun-shot 
wonno,  litfature  of  the  main  trunk  at  some 
distance  from  the  seat  of  the  injur}',  and 
between  that  seat  and  the  heart,  ought  to 
be  substituted  for  ligature  of  the  two  cjids 
of  the  vessel,  which  is  often  imjirai  tica- 
ble,  and  lor  amputation,  which,  up  l«»  our 
time,  had  been  considered  as  the  sole  re- 
source in  injnries  of  this  nature. 


CHEMICAL  FXAMINATION 
or  Tiis 

CONTENTS  OF  THE  STOMACH, 

la  a  Cam  tf  aupteUd  Pmtoning  t 

mnnQ  a  iismco<taeAi>  aarnaT  mapu  to  m 
rasacH  AvraoaiTiBS,  ar 

MM.  OLUTiaa  n^AHoaas,  GaRMitLir, 
BAsavEiy  AMD  CnavAuaa*. 

In  cnrnjdianee  w  ith  the  request  of  M.  le 
Procureur  du  Koi,  wc  met  m  the  theatre 
of  the  Phictical  School  on  the  I6th  July, 
when  we  unsealed  an  earthen  jar  emu 
tainin|;(  the  slomneh  and  bowels  of  the 
Sieur  G.  who  hail  died  ihe  day  hcfoi-c. 
The  contents,  being  transferred  into  a 
^lasa  cai)sulc,  were  taken  into  the  labo- 
ratory ot  the  achool.  On  proceciling  to 
examine  (heir  physical  pnn)erties,  we 
eould  not  help  being  immediately  struck 
with  their  cxccs.sively  disagreeable  pu- 
trid odour.  Their  c<dour  was  that  of 
ca/i  an  hit ;  and  the  liquid  matter  was 
mixcfl  with  hard  lumps  reseniblinn;- 
meat,  which  had  been  cut  up  and  swal- 
lowed without  previous  mastication. 
Those  Ivmpa  on  being  repeatedly  wash- 

•  From  Uw  AimaUt  d^Uggiiiu  PuUique  tot  July. 
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ed  and  examined  caiefiiOy  fnovod  to  be 

chirkoii's  Hosh. 

The  iluid  contents  being  now  njixrd 
with  the  washings  of  the  meat,  were 
paned  bIowIj  thiougli  %  filter:  a  portiaii 
of  It  treated  wiUi  hjdmsulphuric  acid  in 
excess  iTJ'^*'  indication  of  the  pre- 
sence ol'  j)oi:M>uuus  matter  ui  ike  mineral 
kind. 

The  remainder,  beiagf  pat  into  a  dean 

capsule  of  ^lass,  was  exposed  to  the 
process  of  evaporation  by  a  pfentle  heat : 
It  presently  i'ormed  a  coagulum,  iu  the 
shape  of  very  large  flalces,  of  a  ^rreenieh 
grey  appearance,  much  like  tliose  which 
are  fomid  floating  on  evanorated  liquor 
that  coJi tains  nltored  blooa.  Separating 
the  aakes  by  iiltratiou,  we  once  more 
applied  to  the  fluid  residue  a  gentle 
beat,  which  reduced  it  to  the  consistence 
of  a  soft  rxtru  t  The  odour  of  this  ex- 
tract higliiy  orteusive  :  its  taste  was 
saline,  but  witbont  any  tbing  nauseous 
or  bitter.  On  diluting  it  witn  distilled 
water,  a  liqnor  t)f  a  fine  brown  colour 
n  ;m  procured,  ]nirt  of  which  was  tested 
by  liydrosniphunc  acid,  Iwdrochlorale 
of  bsn^tes^  and  sulpbate  or  soda.  But 
no  indiieation  was  afforded  of  die  pre- 
sence of  any  metallic  poison. 

The  greater  part  of  this  lifjuor  was 
ouce  more  reduced  to  the  consistence  of 
an  extract:  during  tlie  evaporation,  a 
saline  pellicle  covered  the  snrfaee  of  tlie 
liquid.  Strong  alcohol  (40^)  was  now 
applied,  and  the  spirituous  solution  eva- 
porated again  to  one^balf.  Water  was 
then  twice  added,  and  the  evai>oratiou 
renewed,  with  i  view  to  drive  off  the 
alcohol  altogctlier,  mthout  disturbing 
the  matter  dissolved. 

From  this  last  evaporation  a  yellow- 
ish brown  extract  was  obtained,  the 
taste  of  which  was  nritlter  bitter  nor 
disagreeable.  The  addiiiuu  of  water 
dissolved  it  only  partially,  kaving 
wbitiah  flakes  for  a  residue.  The  watery 
solution  treated  with  iron  struck  no  r«vl 
colour,  as  neither  did  another  j»ortion 
of  it  which  was  treated  with  pure  nitric 
acid;  but  on  the  contrarj»  its  original 
colour  was  sensibly  diminished  in  in- 
tensity. 

The  portion  which  was  not  di^Mjived 
by  the  alcohol,  and  which  consisted  of 
salts,  was  treated  afresh  with  distilled 
Water:  the  solution  filtereil  and  evapo- 
rated in  a  glass  capsule  ^»roduced  amass 
of  salt  composed  principally  of  phos- 
phate and  hydroeblorate  of  soda.  The 


gr^  abuiMianoe  of  the  plKmifcte  reeoj^- 
nized  in  this  saline  n'siduinn,  and  wbick 
is  not  Tisually  observed  in  tli*-  »  x:iTnrnA- 
tiou  of  analogous  lic^uids,  mducea  as  tu 
belifTe  that  the  Sienr  G.  mat  hmr 
taken  phosphate  of  soda  daring  or  mAn 
his  repast. 

The  greenish  grey  flakes,  s<>j>aj\iit^j 
Grom  the  liquor  during  evaporaiioit,  aiui 
collected  on  a  filter,  were  now  psst  iaii* 
a  porcelain  crucible  and  exposed  to  (ftr 
action  of  heat,  nntil  incineration  Utot 
place.    The  cinders  were  of  a  vt-Uow 
colonr^a  colour  whtdh  disappeared  oq 
their  cooling,  but  which  was  restored  on 
heating  them  ag-aln.    Treated  \rith  dis- 
tilled water,  tlie  cinders  yielded  a  saline 
liuuor,  which  by  the  action  of  hydra- 
sulphuric  acid,  muriate  of  lime,'  and 
nitrate  of  silver,  was  not  found  to  eoa- 
tain  any  poisonous  saline  snlr^tancr- 
the  only  products  were  the  carlKwiatf, 
the  hydrochlorate,  and  the  phospUaie  of 
soda. 

The  portion  which  remained  undiB- 
solved  oy  the  water  was  tre.itcd  with 
hydrochlorouitric  acid  by  heat :  the  fil- 
tered solution  was  yellow,  but  aAer  era- 

S oration  iu  a  glass  capsule,  in  order  to 
rive  off  the  ovrf  sv  acid,  the  residue 
was  colonrless.  Dihited  with  water, 
and  treated  with  an  excess  of  liydrosul- 
phurie  add,  no  colour  was  produoed; 
whence  we  inferred  the  absence  of  any 
mineral  substance  that  could  be  pn^a- 
dicial  to  health. 

Those  matters  which,  after  the  fiist 
filtration  of  the  contents  of  the  stomach 
and  l)o^vels,  had  remained  on  (lie  flit,  r, 
were  now  put,  along  with  the  filtrr  it- 
self, into  a  porcelain  crucible,  and  placed 
in  a  fumaoe  of  charcoal.  A  red  beat 
was  pnidliced,  and  continued  till  the  in- 
cin<  rntion  wasperfect.  Red  and  vello\r 
cinders  were  the  result;  but  the  yellow 
colour  which  was  observable  wbdc  the 
cinders  were  hot,  disappeared  w  hen  they 
cooled,  re-appearin{^  again  when  heat 
was  onee  more  applied 

All  that  was  soluble  ut  these  cinden  in 
distilled  water  was  now.  obtained,  and 
the  saline  solution  exposed  to  various  re- 
agents. The  results  %vcre  carbonate, 
hydrochlorate,  and  phosphate  of  soda; 
besides  some  traces  of  a  soluble  sulphate. 
We  were  thus  persuaded  that  the  liquid 
contained  no  poisonous  metallic  salt. 

Th«'  inscdiihle  re^siduc  was  now  treatetl 
witli  hydrociiloronitric  acid,  and  expiKaed 
to  heat;  the  filtered  solntion  was  ydSow. 
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When  eraporated  in  a  glass  capsule,  in 
order  to  expel  the  excess  of  acid,  and 
water  added,  we  ascertained  by  the  test 
of  bydrottulphuric  acid  iii  excess,  that 
theie  was  no  nietalUc  tall  in  the  aohition. 

From  these  Kwtnl  faelsand  ezperi- 
ments,  wn  infer  that  the  matters  enn- 
tained  iu  the  stowach  uiul  bowels  of  the 
Sieur  G.  contoiucd  no  substauce  of  a 
mmeral  or  vegetable  nature  that  waa 
poiMmoaa.  We  cannot,  boireTer,refiaiD 
from  repeatin^^,  fH.it  t!ie  enormons  f]M-in- 
tity  of  })ho5]»hate  ol  suda  which  wc  lound 
duriu(^  our  tiearcb,  strongly  fixed  our 
aUentum,  iBaMuacli  aa  we  never  before 
dbserred  80  iaiige  a  quantity  of  the  salt  in 
any  nninial  fluids  submitted  to  our  exa- 
aiuatioii.  VVc  are  therefore  induced  to 
conclude  that  this  salt  must  have  bccu 
taken  bj  tbe  deceased,  though  there  ia 
no  documentaiy  evidence  to  tliat  effect. 
Wc  re^ct  thnt  the  KiMff*'r<  \  oTtiift  tl,  if 
there  were  any,  bud  uoi  been  collected, 
aa  ther  might  have  been  examined  to 
see  whether  they  also  contained  anj 
quantity  of  the  ])hosphato.  Ncg-Iigence 
in  securing-  the  mntfrrs  vomited  by  per- 
sons supposed  to  be  poitioned  (and  it  is  a 
fault  oi  nequent  occurrence)  cannot  be 
too  mtt(^  reprehended ;  for  those  matters 
may  confiihi  the  g-rcater  part,  if  not  the 
wliole,  ol  tlic  poison  administered. 

Parli,  July  27. 


PRESENCE  OF  UREA  IN  THE 
BLOOD. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 
Sir, 

Allow  me  to  call  tin  iftcution  of  your 
readers  to  the  objeelious  which  nave 
been  raised  ag^ainst  the  existence  of  urea 
in  the  blood.  On  examination  it  will 
appear  that  tliese  objections  are  (bunded 
on  the  two  followiugf  reactiin!^,  nhieh 
are  sui<l  to  simulate  those  produced  by 
urea.  Istiv,  A  ervstallizatiou  produced 
on  the  addition  or  nitric  acid  to  thepe. 
culiar  fatty  matter  of  the  blood.  2dly, 
A  peculnr  sniell  u  hieh  i-^  »'vnlved  on  the 
addition  of  ibe  same  ucui  to  the  animal 
matter  of  that  fluid.  Now  if  these  two 
be  admitted  as  facts,  atUl  the  doubts  of 
your  correspondents  are  valid,  only  on 
the  supposition  t hat  these  tests  have  ueen 
used  exclusively  in  researches  on  this 
subject,  which  would  be  a  most  unwar- 


noitablepMnimptloa.  Fterhaps  tbe  un. 

sticrossful  attempts  at  disrov«'ry  have  led 
to  the  denial ;  but  thus  to  make  the  sub- 
ject a  matter  of  uuihority,  would  be 
placing  tkoBmelves  in  eppoaition  to  a  list 
of  men  so  eminent,  that  I  should  suspect 
t^K'iii  of  an  absurd  decree  of  vanity,  and 
1  would  rather  accuse  them  of  thoiij^ht- 
Icssuess,  in  treating  a  subject  already  so 
aUj  ittvestiirated.  The  moat  impoitaMt, 
bowercr,  of  the  reactions  adduced 
these  ufrntlemcn  (viz.  the  peculiar  ac 
tion  id  nitric  acid  on  the  fatty  matter  of 
tbe  blood)  I  do  not  scrujde  to  deny,  and 
shall  be  contented  to  leave  the  urinous 
odour  to  decei%'e  chemists  who  are  satis. 
fitMl  by  usin^r  their  (dfaetory  orgfan  to  the 
complete  excluKUtu  uf  all  other  senseis. 

I  cannot  ae<M>rd  with  the  ideas  of  these 
gentlemen  regarding  nomenclature ;  but 
agree  with  them  in  doubting  the  exist* 
eiue  of  any  such  arid  as  the  leucie, 
wluch  oug-bt  to  convince  them  that  tbe 
term  nitro-kueic  is  uneoniTOcal,  whereas 
nitro-stearie  acid  mi^^nt  he  regarded 
either  as  a  compotind  formed  hv  the 
combination  of  stcarine  and  nitric  acid, 
or  stearic  acid  and  nitric  acid  :  tbe  most 
natural  mode  of  understandinff  it  would 
certainly  be  the  latter.  I  sbotOd  wudi  to 
reTTinid  your  authors  of  the  exceedingly 
nitnuie  ooi  tion  of  fatty  matter  e<uitained 
in  the  blood,  and  tlie  almost  inapprecia- 
ble proportion  of  stearine  entering  into 
its  composition.  The  crystallization 
proiluceu  by  the  addition  of  nitric  acid 
to  an  aqueous  solution,  has  been  acknow. 
ledged  as  a  satisfactory  test  in  your  last 
number;  which  in  fact  is  allowing-  that 
urea  has  been  demonstrated  iu  the  blood, 
since  your  authors  are  aware  that  I  have 
successfully  employed  this  mode  of  proof 
when  experimenting  on  the  subject. 

B^'  the  insertion  of  these  remarks  you 
will  much  oblige 

Your  obedient  scn  ant , 

G.  O.  ii££S. 
Goy's  Hoipltal,  Sept.  19^  188S. 


THE  APOCYNUM  CANNABINUM, 
AND  ITS  MEDICINAL  PROPEftTI£S> 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 
Sin, 

II  AViNo  received  from  my  medical  friends 
in.tlje  llnited  States  repeated  aeeounts 
of  the  puwcriui  virtues  of  this  plant,  and 
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latclj  a  Tcrjr  full  dissertation  on  its 

history,  pnrporties,  and  effects  on  the 
human  Ijo<1v,  published  hv'  an  iutelli- 
irciit  young"  pliysician,  Ur.  John  H. 
Uiipoom,  of  JSew  York,  I  think  your 
pa^s  will  jjfrcfitly  .i-^-i'^*  Ttir-  in  inakiii}'' 
Knovin  to  the  mecHial  |Mil)lic  ol"  this 
country  the  uhysioloifical  jiowcr  and 
usefulness  of  this  vaiuabk  jilant;  and 


I,  iiioivonh-,  trust  its  use  in  this  country 
will  br  attended  \ulh  cqiinl  success  to 
what  it  has  been  in  the  bauds  of  our 
transatlantic  brethren. 

With  this  view  I  shall  select  only 
such  parts  of  Dr.  Gilscoin's  dissertation 
as  will  serve  to  indicate  the  plant  bota- 
uically,  and  to  make  its  nroucrties  and 
practical  eHeels  generally  Jknown,  so 
that  its  administration  may  be  readily 
undertaken. 

The  })l;uit  belongs  to  the  cl:i>;>  Pen- 
tuHdriuy  order  Dif)*fnia^  of  Linnteus ; 
and  to  idle  natural  order  Contoria  Amh- 
c^na^  of  Jussieu.  Its  $jfnOHjfm$ — In- 
dian III  nip,  dojr's  bane. 

Geneml  Characters.  —  Apovynum^ 
etJrifx  Tery  small,  6  cleft.  Corolla  cam- 
panulate;  border  with  5  short,  spread- 
ing:^, revolute  lobes.  Anthers  sa<iitiate, 
coiiniveut,  cohering'  to  the  stiii-ina  in  the 
middle.  Styles  obsolete.  tSliiyma  di- 
lat^,  and  conical  at  the  apex.  Fo/A- 
ele»%\ang^  lim  ar.   iSe^</«  comose. 

Specific  Characters. — Ap.  Cannahi- 
nnm.  Stem  uprig'ht,  herbaceous ;  leaves 
oblong-,  tonientose  beneath  ;  cymes  late- 
ral, larger  than  the  leaves. 

Description. — The  roots  nr.^  perennial 
and  creeping  ;  the  stems  are  brown,  and 
about  two  feet  hi^h ;  the  leaves  smooth, 
in  pairs;  it  abounds  in  a  milky  juice. 
It  IS  seldom  admitted  into  gartlcns,  ex- 
cept for  the  sake  of  variety.  It  flowers 
from  July  to  Scntcmber,  and  is  a  native 
of  Virg-inia  ana  Canada.  It  is  propa- 
gated by  parting  the  roots  in  March, 
and  is  hanlv  enough  to  thrive  in  the 
open  ground;  but  the  soil  shotiM  be 
light  and  dry.  The  stems  decay  to  the 
roots  in  autumn,  seldom  ripening  their 
seeds.  The  bark  of  the  stem,  when  dry, 
is  vrrj'  fibrous,  anrl  may  be  ]><^  I  'd  off 
in  strings.  The  Indians  of  Nortii  Atne- 
rica  prepare  tlie  stalks  as  we  do  hemp, 
and  make  twine,  bags,  fishing-nets,  and 
linen  for  their  wear. 

The  mot,  which  is  very  tortuous,  is 
the  only  part  employed  in  medicine.  It 
consists  of  two  distinct  portions :  the 
liffneons  part  is  of  a  yellowish-white 
oMOur,  possessing  a  considerably  bitter 


taste,  and  some  odour.    The  cortical 

part  is  of  a  brown  colour,  r'>n«_r}t  •  xter- 
nally,  white  and  smooth  witliiu.  Its 
taste  is  intensely  bitter,  rather  nau- 
seous; odour  strong  and  unpleasant. 

Chemical  Proju-rtir ^  —  Water  dis-  | 
solves  the  greater  part  of  the  colon riii;:  | 
and  bitter  materials  of  the  root,  u( 
which  the  cortical  part  contains  hj  far 
the  larger  quantity.  From  t\vt  nt\  .  two 
analyses  carefully  executed  by  Dr.  G. 
it  appears  the  root  coa.si»u» of,  1.  tauuin; 
2.  an  acid,  probably  thej^aJHc ;  3.  gomi ; 
^  1  in;  a.  wax;  6.  lecola;  7.  bitter 
])riiirii>le,  or  apocynim;  8.  colouring 
matter ;  and  an  appreciable  quantitjr  of 
caoutchouc. 

Medical  Projierlie«.  —  When  taken 
internally,  it   appean  to  have  Ions 
different  and  specific  operations  on  tl»e 
system:  1st,  as  an  enu tie  ;  2(11  v,  as  a 
purgative ;  3<lly,  as  a  diuretic ;  and 
4th ly,  :ls  a  suaorific.    Its  first  opera- 
tion, when  taken  into  the  stomacb,  is 
that  of  producing  Tiausea,  if  srivpn  in 
sufticicnt  quantity  \  and  if  this  is  in- 
creased, vomiting  will  ensue.    It  %ery 
soon  evinces  its  action  on  the  prinun 
vitc  and  bowels,  by  produc  inir  copious, 
feculent,  and  watery  disrljari^^t  ^,  j»  ir?i- 
cularly  the  latter ;  which  uctt<>ti.  uhcu 
onceexeited,isTerjrcasilykept  up  by  the 
occasional   admin istraliou  of  a  wiue- 
ifTai^sful  of  the  decoction.    Tt*»  next  con- 
secutive Qjieration  is  its  sudorific  ericct : 
copious  perspiration  almost  invariably 
follows  its  exhibition,  to  which  is  attri- 
buted the  powerful  influence  it  c.Yertj»OQ 
the  various  forms  of  dropsy.    Its  diure- 
tic effect  does  not  iip^)car  to  be  so  gr^at 
in  many  instances  asm  othem. 

Dropsy  is  the  only  morbid  affection 
for  the  relief  which  the  powers  of  the 
plant  have  been  as  yet  brought  into 
successful  requisition.  Its  very  active 
and  often  violent  operadon,  would  seem 
to  preclude  it^  use  in  diseases  of  much 
febrile  or  inflammatory  exritem'^nt.  Tt 
is  best  exhibited  in  the  form  of  decoc- 
tion, made  by  boiling  ftom  two  drachms 
to  an  ounce  of  the  root  in  three  pints  of 
wal*  r.  (Inn  !i  to  two  ;  of  which  a  wine- 
ffla.s.slul  i;  i\  )>c  given  twice  or  tbncc  a 
day  to  au  adult. 

Of  seven  cases  detailed  by  Dr. 
Griscora,  which  were  all  successfully 
treated  by  the  mctHcine,  I  will  only 
succinctly  transcribe  two  of  the  last. 

Casb  v.— An  athletic  and  stout  Eng- 
lishman, a  cook,  of  a  sanguine  tempera^ 
ment,  and  aged  about  do,  had  always 
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«njojed  exeeUent  liealih  till  withm  a 

few  months  of  his  iRness  here  mention, 
ed,  when  he  Was  attacked  with  in- 
flammatory rtffectinns  of  his  chest  and 
liver,  for  wliich  he  was  treated  at  Wash- 
ing^ton  by  largfe  depletions,  mercarialfi, 
^c.  When  first  seen  professionally 
in  New  York,  bo  n-^  fntinf!  Kc:itr-fl  in 
an  armed  chair,  leaning  acr«»Ns  tiic  back 
of  a  small  one,  pallid,  breathings  with 
diffiottUj,  seareefy  able  to  answer  the 
questions  put  to  him,  from  ^leat  op> 
prPHsimi  in  the  chest  and  ah<lf)nien,  and 
general  anasarca,  tie  bad  not  been 
able  to  lie  down  in  bis  bed  for  three 
weela.  There  was  no  pain,  with  the 
exception  of  a  slight  uneasiness  in  the 
rig^ht  hypochotulrium,  where  \ho  liver 
was  evidently  enlarffed.  Pulse  slow, 
and  intermittent  He  it  as  immediately 
put  on  tbe  tisc  of  the  Indian  hemp, 
which  Mas  coniiiuird  in  this  almost 
hopeless  case  liir  three  weeks,  with- 
oot  any  other  internal  remedy  j  after 
which  period  be  was  enabled  to  return 
to  his  usual  employment,  and  actually 
rooked  a  (?i!iiit  r  for  thirty  peo]»le  almost 
Mithoiit  any  assistance.  The  formula 
used  was 

R  Rati.  Apoe.  Can.  Tout  us.  Bac.  Junip. 
^  \  Aquse,  Oiij. ;  eoque  Icni  ii^ne 
ad  Oij.;  wiln  et  adde  Spir  Juniji.  5! v. 

of  whieh  a  wine-j^lassiui  v%ns  tak<  11 
three  times  a  day,  diminishing  ilic 
quantity  if  be  was  too  mudb  purged  or 
Tomite^. 

The  other  case  selected  Is  that  of  tlie 
dtttffbter  of  Professor  ll»  invick,  of  Co- 
lumbia CoUc^Qy  New  \  oik.  .She  was 
aged  about  16  months,  and  after  ten 
days  of  general  fever,  with  deterniina> 
tion  to  the  chest  yu  l  In  n  l,  tlie  sutures 
uf  the  head  b^^aue  upcued,  the  forehead 
proiected  eonsiderabiy  more  than  before, 
and  the  sight  of  one  eye  became  totally 
lost,  while  the  other  retained  but  little 
sensibility.  A  constant  invohnitary 
motiou  of  one  arm  and  leg  remained  for 
96  boars.  In  this  very  Mvanced  staee 
of  cerebral  effusion,  and  after  all  ordi* 
fliTiarv  means  had  been  tried  l>y  the  at- 
tendant physician  witliout  avail,  recourse 
was  had  to  a  decoction  of  the  apocynum 
eaimabinum,  which  was  ))re])an*d  by 
dnmpiniff  in  pieces  of  the  root  into  a 
cofree<cup,  until  it  was  nearly  full,  the  n 
covering  it  with  hot  water,  and  settino- 
it  by  the  lire  for  an  hour.  Of  this,  half 
■  teft-spoqnAil  was  girea  every  hour; 
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and  in  18  hours  a  marked  ami  improved 
chauge  had  taken  place  in  the  symp- 
toms. The  urinary  origans  heo-an  to  act 
freely;  the  nlfrht  of  botlj  eyes  Itrmine 
perfect ;  the  blisters  thai  had  been  ap- 
plied, and  bad  not  eren  caused  redness, 
rose,  and  gave  out  a  copious  discharge ; 
the  stupor,  which  had  allowed  tbe  nau- 
seous medicine  to  be  given,  had  disap- 

J)earcd,  and  its  administration  was  fnrci- 
Ay  resisted.  The  quantity  was,  how- 
over,  diminislied,  and  continued  for  a 
fortnight  oteasionally,  when  a  perfect 
rccoverv  was  accomplished. 

In  addition  to  the  above-condensed 
notice  of  Dr.  Griscom's  dissertation,  I 
ni  ly  state,  that  T  personally  received,  in 
1830,  from  that  eminent  surgeon,  Dr, 
Mott,  of  New  ^'ork,  \  cry  hioh  testimo- 
nials of  tiie  sanative  powers  of  the  plant 
in  dropsy,  ahmi^  with  a  specimen  of  the 
dried  shrub  at  the  time.  He  seemed  to 
classify  efleefs  withtliose  of  etdehicum, 
but  thoii.^ht  that  they  were  of  a  more  va- 
riable character,  exhibiting  themselves 
less  on  tbe  kidneys^  and  more  on  tbe 
bowels  and  skin.  So  much  were  its 
merits  appreriattMl  at  New  Vork  hv  me- 
dical men  at  that  time,  that  the  Rrilisli 
Consul  was  induced  to  send  a  i|uantity 
home  to  the  medical  attendants  of  hu 
late  Majesty  for  his  relief,  but  it  arrived, 
I  understood,  subsequent  to  bis  decease. 

Chloric  Ether — New  Remedy  m  Spat- 
modic  Asthma,  yr. 

I  may  here  take  tlie  o|>]H'rfnnitv  of 
meulioning,  that  there  is  anullier  article 
brought  into  medical  use  b^-  our  Ameri. 
can  brethren,  which  promises  to  be  of 

service  in  spasmodic  asthma,  and  in 
adynamic  states  of  the  nervous  system. 

•  •  ' 

with  or  without  lever;  not  forgettinjr 
that  it  is  one  of  tbe  most  agreeable  and 
diffusive  cordi;Js  we  can  make  use  of. 
It  is  one  of  the  new  nroduetn  of  thcelie- 
niical  kingdom,  called  rUoric  ether^ 
resulting  from  one  of  the  munv  combina- 
tiofis  in  wliich  the  simple  elements  of 
ether  are  disposed  to  unite  with  different 
proportionals  of  chlorine.  It  may  be 
easily  procured  for  inedieal  ii««e  by  dis 
tilling  over,  in  a  glass  retort  with  a 
long  neck  kept  very  cool,  dry  chloride 
of  lime  fully  saturated  and  covered  over 
with  alcolnd.  The  liquid  thus  driven 
over  is  a  solution  of  a  new  substance, 
tbe  chloride  of  carbon  in  alcohol.  It  is 
perfectly  limpid  and  })ure,  having  a 
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iiragfnitt  ethereal  smell*  with  a  faint  yet 
plea-saiit  perception  of  rhlnrine.  Its 
most  sensible  property  is,  lio^vever,  its 
delightfully  sweet  and  vinous  taste,  and 
wben  dUuted  with  water,  foriDs  ooe  of 
the  finest  cordials  in  any  materia  medica. 

I  have  used  it  freq»»rtitly  in  dos€»s  of 
about  half  a  drachm,  according  to  its 
streng^th,  and  from  my  ghort  exp«'rienc€ 
I  am  disposed  to  think  it  will  be  of  more 
positive  oenefit  than  any  of  the  iimnatic 
or  sulphuric  ethers,  and  well  worthy  tbo 
attention  of  the  medical  practuu>uer«  of 
this  country. 

I  am  Toum,  See. 
S.  Black,  M.B. 

Bollon,  8«pt.  90,  183>. 


RECAPITULATION  OF  SURGICAL 

DOGMA  TA  ; 

A«  tougbt  by  the  PaoKvtitiOR  or  Anatomy  ANA 
Soaoaav  lu  tht  Univcnitf  of  OoMta* 


1.  All  vital  phenomena  are  the  result 
of  aensibilitj  m  Its  dtfTerent  modes. 

The  visil>Ie  phenomena  of  iuflam- 
mation,  and  of  rnnst  stirg-ical  diseases, 
drpnid  imraediatrly  on  the  state  of  tht- 
luuiule  arteries,  as  organs  of  circulation 
and  secretion. 

3.  That  artpiespoflsess  no  direct  sen- 
.sihility  as  to  injuries  inflicted  on  them- 
selves ;  they  are  not  eudowed  with  any 
of  the  properties  of  muscles,  but  bare  a 
nositiTe  power  of  dilatiii;r  and  conCract- 
ingi  according  to  the  ditl'i  rent  states  of 
feeling-,  or  of  impressions,  nunle  on  the 
nen  cs.  Their  middle  state  of  contrac- 
tion is  their  healthj  condition,  and  the 
one  most  suitable  to  their  functions  as 
orgnns  of  eirculntioTi  and  secretion,  and 
the  only  one  necessary  tu  the  reparation 
of  injured  parts. 

4.  That  the  middle  state  of  arteries  is 
most  consistent  with  a  natural  state  of 
feeling-  in  the  nervon«^  system.  When 
they  are  dilated  in  ereciHc  ti>sues,  the 
sensibility  of  the  nerves  is  au^cnted  ; 
when  they  are  dilated  in  inflammation, 
their  circulation  is  obstructed  and  their 
secretions  are  suspended,  consequently 
the  feeling  in  the  nerves  of  the  part 
amounts  to  pain ;  when  they  are  con- 
tracted below  the  medium  state,  their 
sensibility  is  diuiinisLed ;  and  w  hen 
they  arr  rrmtracted  in  n  (letr^'fe  not  to 
admit  LioiKi.  the  setuibility  of  ilic  nerves 
is  cslingttisiied. 


SURGICAL  DOMATA. 

5.  That  inflsmmatioii  in  an j  4ef;m^ 

so  far  fiojn  heine  ncce<:*nrv  tn  tJic  r.-p«- 
ration  of  parts,  always  interferes  \»  ith  i? 

6.  That  the  term  adhesive  iittlaBi- 
mation**  is  erroneous,  inasmadi  as  MUbe> 
sion  and  union  can  take  plaice  wilhimi 
jjfiiTi,  heat,  swellinir.  "r  n^diifs*',  as 
witnessed  in  many  w  ounds,  anil  particu- 
lar! j  in  the  common  opefntion  of  pfaU - 
botomy,  which  is  a  wound  of  aktn,  cel- 
lular sul)Stxinee,  and  venous  tissue,  which 
last,  w  hen  inMann-  !,  ]>rudtioes  tbe  UMtf 
mischievous  consequences. 

7.  That  the  efRiston  of  Ijmph  is  mC 
an  inflammatory,  hut  aoonaenrntive  pro- 
r<  >^';,  althoii;j^]i  the  adhe<!ion  and  union 
ot  some  parts  that  are  naturally  frf^  Tn«v 
be  atlendMi  with  much  t>ubsequtrut  in- 
convenience, as  in  the  iiis  and  mmnt  se- 
rous cavities. 

8.  That  the  especial  cart*  of  tJio  «ttt- 
gcon  should  he,  in  all  cases,  directed  to 
fcmovc  or  prevent  inflammation. 

9.  That  this  is  to  be  aeei}iinp]ishf*d  bv 
such  means  as  directly  rem«>ve  the  di« 
lateil  state  of  the  small  arteries,  or  an  in- 
directly restore  the  natural  stale  of  the 
arteries,  by  acting-  on  the  aeiiaibililj  sf 
the  nervous  system,  or  the  nerves,  in  the 
inflamed  or  injured  part. 

10.  That  if  the  sense  of  iiijiirv  or  of 
puiti  iu  the  iuliauied  parts  be  removed, 
the  arteries  return  to  their  natmal  stale, 
and  exercise  only  their  natural  functions. 

1 1  Th:it  under  this  condition  the  mo- 
tive lu  suppurate,  g^rauulate,  or  even  to 
throw  out  more  lymph  than  is  necessary 
for  reparation,  is  removed;  and  large 
open  wounds  will  coalesce,  by  the  oon- 
tmctiiifj  juocess  alone,  in  the  same  man- 
ner that  is  ob^>r\ed  in  the  lawer 
daases  of  animals,  in  whom  no  iuflam' 
matisii  can  he  excited. 

12.  That  the  most  rtFt  rtual  means  of 
acting  on  the  sensibilily  of  the  n#T»«r^ 
are,  easy  and  elevated  position,  fnxduui 
from  restraint  w  constnction,  aynidannr 
of  uneasy  motions,  placing'  the  part  aad 
HdjoiiMn^r  sj^iii  in  tJie  most  a<>Teeable 
state  ol  Iceijuy,  hy  the  means  of  mois- 
ture; keening'  it  iu  contact  wiih  the 
softest  and  li^test  eztenial  sidwtanee; 
modifjring  their  temperature  m  the  waj 
that  ^ves  the  g^atest  ease  and  comfort 
to  the  patient's  sensations  at  the  time ; 
also,  hy  putting*  the  two  great  sentieni 
surfaces  of  the  hody,  the  skin  and  mn. 
con-!  mrmhrane,  on  which  the  nerv^ 
termiii  ur,  in  a  natural  and  ea'^y  state, 
by  breathing  a  salubrious  atmospUete, 
and  bjr  influencing  the  whok  aenrona 
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y  stem  bj  tranquillity  of  niiud  and  the 
reelings  of  hope. 

13.  That  sui^ons  have  always  aC- 

tfiulcd  ])artially  to  these  circumstances, 
hut  from  not  studyins^  sutiicinitly  the 
laws  of  sensibility,  ana  the  pov\  crl  ul  in- 
floenee  whieh  the  nervous  syBtem  has 
over  the  arterial,  tliey  have  hitherto  no. 
Iflected  to  employ  it,  htkI  }r.i\v  hopTi  led 
to  place  undno  confidence  in  means 
which  they  have  supposed  to  act  more 
direedy  and  medicuially  on  injured  or 
inflamed  parts. 


KBBENBERO  ON  THE  INFDSORIA. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  GazeiU. 
Sia, 

Glancing  over  one  f>r  jour  numbers  on 
mir  (Royal  College  of  Physicians')  tahle, 
I  was  8ur])riscd  to  see  a  paper,  an  a])])a- 
lent  analysis  of  Professor  Ebrenberi;*8 
mode  and  dueoreries  on  the  Infusoria, 
from  an  American  journal,  as  if  such 
were  not  already  before  the  Bh  tbh 
publie. 

In  justice  to  mj  son,  Dr.  Meredith 

Gairdner,  I  cannot  let  this  pass  unno- 
tice<l,  \*  ho  has  ihU  merit,  as  well  as  that 
of  since  being  tiie  author  of  a  disttn- 
gvisbed  little  essay  on  thermal  and  mi- 
neral springs  ;  but  \i  ho  is  now  occupied 
in  Western  North  America,  on  the  shores 
of  the  Pacific,  on  profes'-inTril  anrl  sci- 
cntihc  pursuits,  in  the  service  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

Ehrenberg^  first  propounded  bis  dis- 
coveries on  the  Infusoria  at  the  annual 
public  meeting-  of  scientific  men,  held 
at  Uamixirgb  in  September  1830,  at 
wbleb  my  son  was  present,  and  bad  the 
good  fortune  to  |2;-et  personally  acquaint- 
ed >vith  this  riiiiTtf  nt  man.  Soon  after- 
wards, meeting  him  i>v  api>ointment  at 
his  home  in  iierlin,  Meredith  received 
from  the  Froftssor  much  attention :  the 
investigations  and  experiments  were 
largely  rroi^r  \uh^  :  see  a  short  notice  of 
some  of  them  mentioned  soon  afterwards 
in  Professor  Jamesou^s  journal  here 
(Editt.  New  Philot.  Jonm.),  in  one  of 
the  nossbers  of  1831. 

On  his  retuni  home  in  the  fall  of  this 
year,  my  i>on  drew  out,  at  Professor 
janicson*8  and  others*  request  here,  an 
analvsis  of  what  be  bad  seen  and  learnt 
of  £limber|^*s  methods  and  discorcries, 


which  amuared  in  the  Ed  in.  New  Phil. 
Jouni.  ofOet  1631,  and  Jan.  1832;  and 
wbieb  was  tbeir  fint  announoement  in 

this  cfiimtry. 

Trusting^  that  your  (  amlour  will  do 
justice  to  tliis  ardent,  and  enterprising, 
and  already  somewhat  distinguished 
youth,  and  also  to  the  scientific  charac 
ter  of  our  common  country,  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  be,  w  ith  ali  due  considera- 
tion, sir,  your  most  obedient  and  luitiiful 
senrant, 

Ehi.n.  Gairdner,  M.D. 

Fellnn  of  the  Uoynl  Collfge of  Pitj^lclaiM* 
S,  Argyll  Square,  E^dinbntsb* 

Mb,' 


[It  so  happened  that  our  attention  wa^ 
not  dircctetl  to  tlie  paper  till  we  met  with 
it  in  the  American  jounial.— Ed.  Gaz.] 


ST.  BAKTIIOLOMEWS  HOSPITAL 

— DECLARATION  0¥  hlH,  SKEY. 


To  the  Editor  qf  the  Mtdicol  Gtizeite, 
Sir, 

I  TRUST  I  shall  be  acquitted  in  the 

judgment  even  of  my  enemies,  of  au 
undue  desire  to  ohtntde  mys(  If  on  public 
attention.  I  would  checrfullv  have  for- 
borne the  necessity  of  repuiliating  the 
imputation  of  indifference ;  but  I  can- 
not con^^ent  to  repose  my  claims  to  the 
confidence  of  my  professional  brethren 
on  anonymous  advocacy.  Witli  the  in- 
troduction of  the  subject  to  the  public  I 
bad  nothing  to  do,  tnougb  I  do  not  af. 
feet  tn  regret,  that  what  have  been 
called  my  wi-ongs,  have  uttract<  d  public 
attenti<ui,  while  I  afiirm  that  I  should 
have  prewired  any  other  mode  of  equi- 
table atrangemeut  to  the  alternative  of 
plncinf*-  myself  in  a  situation  in  w  hich  I 
may  l\v  pl»s^il)ilitv  hecome  obnoxious 
to  ibe  charge  of  appealing  uuueccssarily 
to  the  succour  and  support  of  public 
opinion. 

I  have  performed  the  duties  of  Dc- 
mon>lrator  to  St.  Harth<dnniew'8  Hos- 
pital during  eight  years,  and  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  tnat  I  obtained 
the  good  opinion  of  the  teachers  in  each 
department  of  jirofessional  instniction; 
having  addressed  a  class  amnially  in- 
crea.sing  in  uuiubcr  —  pupilii  whose  re- 
gularity of  attendance,  and  whose  uni- 
form propriety  of  conduct  during  the 
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hour  of  lecture,  aud  whose  derotion  tp 
the  duties  of  the  diMecdng-room,  wen 
as  bonuurable  to  them,      tbej'  were 

agrecalilc  to  me. 

These  facts  inaj  be  fairly  adimiictl  as 
proof  thet  ihe  duties  of  my  office  were 
not  neglected  hy  me;  end  I  hope  I  have 

some  clrtiin  on  the  attention  of  my  pro- 
fe^siinial  bn'llin  n,  and  some  riii^ht  to 
call  uu  |iulilic  opinion,  to  Ucteruiii^e  both 
the  justice  and  the  validity  of  my  unce- 
remonious exclusion  fiom  my  office.  I 
do  not  solicit  the  sympathy  of  tin-  pro- 
fession ;  but  1  call  up<»n  you,  as  uu  nu- 
parlial  org'an  of  its  sentiments,  to  sup- 
port rae  in  obtatning  the  inquiry. 

To  Uie  first  count  of  the  charjicc  whis- 

Jcrod  a 'gainst  me  that  I  was  "  factious," 
plead  not  guilty.  I  assert  positively 
on  my  honour  as  a  gentleman,  that  I 
H  as  totally  unpreparra  for  this  most  ar- 
hitrarv  r\r'rri>L*  of  nssnmeil  anthoritv, 
and  lli:it  in  iiiv  daily  inti  rr<»iir>e  with 
the  jL^eiilicuian  at  the  head  ol'  the  Ana- 
tomical Department  of  the  School  at  St. 
Bartholomew's,  there  had  been  no  ex- 
prcRsifin,  no  feelinjif,  manirf  ^itrd  by  me 
wliicli  could  have  con)promi^K?d  my  cba* 
racier,  as  a  faithful  member  of  the 
school,  nor  that  could  consistently  with 
niy  ideas  of  right  or  wronjF  have  war- 
ranted the  step  that  g-entleman  has 
adopted.  If  ou  inquiry  the  uuprcce- 
deuted  conduct  of  the  Professor  or  Ana- 
tour  can  find  its  justification  in  any 
neg'lect  of  duty;  —  if  he  cait  r  >t  tldisn 
to  the  conviction  of  an  iuipai  uai  trilm- 
nal  the  netcHsity  for  ray  removal ;  —  if 

Suhlic  advauta^  demanded  the  sacri- 
oe,  and  not  private  consideration ;  —  if 
he  can  exhibit  to  public  view  one  shade 
of  the  g'enen>us  or  the  just  in  his  con- 
duct or  motives ;  —  I  will  without  com- 
plaining allow  judgment  to  go  by  de- 
wult  But  if,  on  uie  contrary,  I  can 
prove  tliat  1  have  invariably  dischnrc;^od 
my  duties  ^ith  the  ability  that  h;is  ob- 
tained for  me  an  honourable  reputation 
—that  has  contributed  in  some  de^free 
to  raise  the  anatomical  reputation  of  the 
school;  —  if  I  can  prove  in  my  inter- 
course with  Mr.  Stanley,  without  pre- 
judice to  mj  own  self-respect,  I  nerer 
lost  sight  01  tlie  consideration  to  which, 
as  rriv  |irincipal  under  other  aufhoriti/, 
he  finulii  fsiirfybe  eiilith  tl,  I  presume  I 
shall  loake  out  a  case  of  aggiessiun  un 
his  uart,  that  will  ensure  me  the  support 
of  the  press,  the  profession,  and  the  pub- 
lie.    Nevertheless,  X  deny  under  any 
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and  all  cireunistancea  Mr.  Stealej^ 
right  to  exclude  me  from  the  offiee. 

I  am,  sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Frederic  C  Skeit. 

SoaUiampton-Row,  Sept.  25. 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE^ 

S^turdrngf  September  39, 1833. 

"  fjlect  Mtoibti*.  Ue«t  cttun  «IM*  dif  Uiti» 

tmblicum  kit,  tiicenUi  periculum  nun  recus«k** 

m 
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Pending  the  late  inquiry  into  the  con. 
duct  of  Dr.  Baird,  we  studiously  avoid- 
ed oflering  any  femarks  wbicb  migbt 
bias  ihe  reader's  mind  one  way  or  the 
other  ou  the  sulject;  and  it  was  not  witb. 
out  Aeelings  of  strong  disapproral  that  we 
noticed  the  foolish  zeal  with  which  some 
of  our  contemporaries  took  up  the  mat> 
ter,  to  "  vindieate/'  forsooth,  a  man 
against  whom  no  refpilar  accusation 
was  latdy  and  to  perplex  the  aflhir  he- 
tween  Dr.  Baird  and  the  liveipool  Tn- 
firmary  with  their  mawkish  scntimen. 
tality  about  tlie  honour,  and  digrnity,  ajid 
so  forth,  of  the  whole  medical  proles- 
sion. 

We  were  by  no  means  inattentive  oh* 
servers  of  the  progress  of  this  vexatious 
affair;  but  we  were,  at  the  same  time, 
far  from  presuming  that  our  knowledge 
of  the  facts  was  sufficient  to  wamnt 
our  giving'  a  decided  opinion  on  them-* 
especially  when  we  understood  thpt  an 
invcstig-ation  was  being*  held  on  the 
whole  of  tlic  evidence  hy  a  competent 
neighbouring  tribunal.  The  offi{  »»rs  of 
the  Manchester  Infirmary,  on  l>rLiiL;  apw 
])lied  toby  llie  jjeneral  voice, as  liie  most 
fit  and  proper  persons  to  take  judieial 
cocfnizance  of  tlie  case,  we  were  g^lad 
to  pci  ceive,  did  not  shrink  from  the  in. 
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>idioitt  dutj ;  and  the  result  of  their 
laboon  is  a  decision  with  which,  we 
ihink,-  all  iair  and  moderate  men  ought 
to  be  satified :  of  course  a  few  snariers 
niiiy  be  fonnd  to  complain  that  it  ex- 
presses either  too  much  or  too  little,  ac- 
cordinff  as  it  maj  seem  to  snit  their 
several  little  purposes.  The  verdict  from 
Manchester  is  the  following^ 

Report  on  the  case  of  Dr.  Bairdy  adapt' 
ed  at  a  Special  Meeting  of  the  Medu 
eal  C&mmitUe       ike  Mtmehester 

.  Royal   Infirmarg^  on  the  lOlA 
August,  1H33. 

"  We,  the  undersig'ued  physicians 
and  sur<fe(»ti.s  of  tlie  Manchester  Royal 
lDfinnary,haviuy^carefulljand  niatnrclj 
considered  the  several  documents  trans- 
mitted to  us  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Liverpocd  Infirmarj,  relative  to  the  con- 
duct of  V*r  Baird,  in  niakiiiLT  a  private 
examinaiiuii  of  the  female,  S.  P.  V,, 
and  likewise  those  forwarded  b^  Dr. 
Baird,  in  explanation  of  the  cireum- 
!st.-iiK-rs  which  le<l  him  to  make  such  ex- 
aminatidu,  are  uuaiiiiiuuislv  a  furred  — 

**  That  owing  tu  the  conlhcling  nature 
of  the  medical  evidence,  it  is  impossible 
to  arrive  at  any  siitisfactoiy  conclusion 
as  to  the  <|Uf.stirtu,  whrlhcr  an  rxmiiiua- 
lioii  of  Midi  a  particular  nature  \»as 
(»r  vva«  not  essential  to  the  perlect  un- 
dersUndini;  of  the  disease  of  S.  P.  V. 
Bat  we  are  also  satisfied,  fr  ni  an  ex- 
.-uuiti  ition  of  the  affidavits  of  tlif  yi»ung 
woman  and  her  parents,  s« oni  beforo 
T.  C.  Porter,  Es^.  and  in  the  absence  of 
all  evidence  of  mipure  or  sensual  mO' 
tives,  that  no  imputation  rcstN  upon  the 
moral  character  of  Dr.  Baird^  for  his 
conduct  on  this  occasion. 

Signed, 

•*  EoMo.  Lyon,  M.D. 

James  Lomas  Barosley,  M.D. 
"  J.  Davenport  Holme,  M.D. 
"  J.  A.  Ransom E. 
**  RirHARfY  Thorpe. 
•*  William  James  Wilson. 
**  Thomas  Torner.*' 

On  the  strength  of  this  (loriHifui,  the 
proj»ri*  ty  of  ?iban<b>niT?i»'  ail  further  in- 
quisituriiii  j»rucetclin;^>.  iias  bcrii  resolved 
on  hy  a  general  moeti  _:  uf  iIur  Ti  'virrs 
of  the  Liverpwl  Intirmary  ;  a  n  -Im 
tion  in  which  we  most  Leiirtiiy  concur ; 


and  having  said  so,  let  it  not  be  sup> 
posed  that  we  are  inconsistent  with  our- 
selves  in  penning  the  lemarks  that  fol- 
Jow.  We  have  no  wish  whatever  to 
moot  the  question  anew:  inquiiv  is  not 
now  our  object*  We  merely  proceed  to 
offer  a  few  observations  which  appear 
to  us  to  arise  naturally  out  of  the  cir- 
cumstances. 

The  first  thin^  that  strikes  us,  in  our 
review  of  the  whole  transaction,  is  the 
mischievous  oiBciousness  in  which  it 
originated.  A  hearsajr,  a  rumoiv,  bad 
got  abroad,  that  Dr.  Baird  bad  exceed- 
ed  the  bounds  of  delicacy  in  his  exami- 
nation of  a  female  patieut^-a  patient, 
be  it  observed,  not  of  the  Infirmary  or 
Asylum  to  which  he  was  attached,  but 
a  private  patient,  who  waited  on  him  at 
his  own  house.  Of  this  rumour  a  reve- 
rend grentleman  (the  Bev.  &Ir.  Monk), 
with  an  astonishing  degree  of  charitable 
alacrity,  caught  hold,  and  carried  it  to 
an  official  quarter— the  Committee  of 
the  Liverpool  Infirmary;  and  such  an 
impression  did  he  make  by  his  xealous 
representations,  that  a  subcommittee 
was  immediately  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  alleged  impropriety  of  Dr. 
Baird's  conduct:  nor  had  the  said  Mr. 
Monk — the  reporter  of  the  Itearsay,  the 
picfcrrer  of  the  iniaginary  charj'-e — any 
scruple  whatever  in  permitting  himself 
to  he  named  one  of  the  three  members 
of  the  sub-committee !  The  gross  in- 
formality which  thus  marked  the  outset 
of  the  proceedinj^,  otic  would  have 
thou<;ht  too  palpable  to  befoUowed  up  by 
men  of  the  commonest  understandings: 
but  it  appears  il  was  not  so— a  rash  and 
foolish  step  was  taken,  and  it  must  be 
jMirsued,  whatever  mischief  might  be 
the  I  uiiseqiience.  An  inquisitorial  scni- 
tiny  into  a  professional  man's  character 
was  forthwith  set  oil  foot,  ^'rounded  on 
the  mere  shadow  of  an  accusation  ! 

Hut,  anomalous  and  iinwarraiitablr 
wri-s  fhk  eoinmenccnu  lit  of  so  ne- 
nou»  a  iou^iness,  perhaps  a  coiuiteq^art 
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for  it  mMj  he  found  in  the  extmor- 
liinaiy  conduct  of  the  aoented.  Dr. 
Burd  not  onljr  tamdj  ncqnicMed  in 
all  that  was  going  forward,  but,  with 
an  indiseietion  rardj  to  be  matched, 
admtniatetod  fuel  to  the  fire  in  which  it 
waa  designed  to  teat,  if  not  to  consume, 
him.  His  judges  questioned  him  about 
his  acls-'he  informed  them  of  his  jewy 
thouglits—thoogfats  which,  however  de- 
fensible, if  confessed  to  a  professional 
tribunal,  were  but  gratuitous,  nay,  ex« 
plosive  m«l«ne/  for  tbe  ])artics  to  whom 
they  were  uttered.  The  hearsay  was 
powerfully  strengthened  by  the  "  reflec- 
tions" which  the  accused  cunfessed  were 
passing  through  his  mind  at  the  time 
thathe  was  allqfcd  to  be  doing  what  was 
conceived  improper.  He  acknowledged 
that  hemadeanexaniiiintion  of  the  sexual 
organs  ofhis  patient :  but  this  uas  not  all ; 
he  went  farther,  and  admitted,  that  wliile 
doin<;f  so  far  an  essential  purpose,  he  in- 
dulged in  certain  otlirr  ronsidcrations 
which  were  altotrether  uiicoimected  \v  iili 
the  proper  ohjeet  of  hi»  exauiin  iti  wj. 
Of  this  gratuitous  admission,  %ve  uuder- 
stanil  that  the  Dui  lor  afterwards  re- 
pented, hut  it  was  too  late.  The  s))ark 
whicli  ilireatcncd  him  at  first,  was  now 
fanned  into  a  blaze  by  his  own  impru- 
dent candour.  It  is  idle  to  argue  that  a 
confebsion  thus  vcdunlarily  given  should 
not  be  used  to  criminate  the  party  giv- 
iug  it:  no  principle  in  our  criminal  ju- 
risprudence is  better  nnderetood  than 
that  an  accused  peison  is  not  bound  to 
giro  evidence  which  may  tend  to  crimi- 
nate bimsdf;  but  it  is  equally  well  es. 
tablished,  that  if  such  eridence  be 
Yoluntarily  tendered,  it  is  available  Ibr 
all  the  purposes  of  the  accuser. 

It  is  bcjond  u  doubt  that  Dr.  Baird,  in 
this  matter,  was  treated  with  more  than 
ordinaiy  hardship.  The  chaij^e  bnioght 
against  him  (if  efaaigeitcan  becaHed)  was 
of «  Teij  undefine(ldeseiiption>*one  with 
which  it  was  almost  impossible  for  him  to 
gvnpple.   In  the  language  of  the  ac» 


euser,  he  (theEer.  Mr.  Monk)  had  heard 
a  rumour  Umt  Dr.  Baird  bad  ^^tafciai 
an  improper  advantage  of  Im  pinlea* 
sional  privOege,  in  the  rtaminatiop  of  n 
jottttg  female."'  We  shall  ttanscribe 
the  spirited  remarks  of  the  Xsoer- 
pool  Mmlicnl  €h*Ht9  on  tliis  point. 

What,*'  says  the  Edilnr,  '*  doca 
this  '  improper  advantage*  impl/  P  la 
he  accused  of  seeking  the  gratification 
of  some  lensuality?  Is  he  chaiiged 
with  having  committed  ail  those  acts 
which  this  *  improper  advantage  of  bis 
professional  privilefr*":*  would  cimipv^ 
bend  ?  In  point  of  fact.  Dr.  Baird  was, 
by  implication,  accused  of  every  deed 
which  depravity  could  suii^q-^^^jf  ^  and  yet 
openly  charged  with  none.  *  *  *  If  the 
*  members  of  the  Committee'  thought 
themselves  called  upon  to  impugn  tbe 
moral  conduct  of  Dr.  Baird,  they  should 
liave  done  it  in  a  proper,  manly,  overt 
manner,  as  devoid  of  ambiguity  and 
vague  insinuation,  as  tl)eir  own  partiei- 
y)atioii  ill  the  affair  sliould  ha\e  l»ecu 
in  r  jVniii  the  suf^picion  "I  ]iii[rt'%  jea* 
lousy,  malice,  or  unehariiuld! m-.-.. 

**  If  Dr.  Baird,"  continues  x\u-  niie 
writer,  "  had  consulted  bis  own  liLriiii  v, 
— if  he  had  respected  thi  i  -  (  Hit^-^-,  1  re- 
longing  to  his  professional  uss<x'iatiou, 
— how  very  different  would  have  been 
I) is  conduct  from  that  which  it  prove«l  to 
be,  and  how  very  different  would  bate 
been  the  result  of  tbe  investigation  ! 
Instead  of  proceeding  to  extremes,  that 
have  compromised  the  character  of  tbe 
Committee  of  the  Liverpool  Infirmarj, 
the  functions  of  the  Sub-committee 
would  have  soon  ceased,^the  Tniste«» 
of  the  Infinnarjr  have  been  spared  the 
unpleasant  part  they  have  been  eaUed  mt 
1o  perform,— and  Dr.  Baird  would  not 
now  be  a  suflerer  from  tbe  impettinent 
and  ungenerous  interfotence  of  a  self, 
organised,  arrogant,  and  uiyust  in^iu* 
sition.  Why  did  not  Dr.  Baird,  in  the 
commencement,  deny  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Infimaiy  all  right  of  Inviestigmt- 
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ing  hi«  extra -official  conduct  ?  Why 
did  he  not  repel  with  nitrited  contempt 
these  attempted  innovations  on  his  pri- 
vacy ?  Did  he  not  sec  in  one  of  his 
jnd^-es  his  accuser?  Why  did  Dr. 
Baird  condescend  to  explain  away  a 
proteus-like  charge  that  was  no  sooner 
deprived  of  one  form  than  in  another  it 
rose  to  the  attaok?  Howererhe  may 
have  been  deluded  into  tbe  use  of  can- 
dour, he  ooght  surely  to  bare  insisted 
OB  liis  aceosation  being  redueed  to  a 
lest  genenl  and  mora  definite  form,  so 
as  to  dispossess  it  of  tbe  dangf^  with 
wbitih  it  invested  every  expression, 
however  unimportant,  or  every  fact,  how* 
ever  subordinate,  to  tbe  general  context 
of  his  explanation.  By  explainin<,% 
Dr.  Batrd  recognized  the  Sub-commit- 
tee as  the  tribunal  before  which  his 
moral  eharaeter  was  to  be  exposed,  ac 
knowledged  in  it  the  right  of  inresti- 
gating  his  private  transactions,  and  in- 
terrogating bis  interoouise  with  his  pri- 
vate  patients.  By  an  attempt  at  an  ex- 
planation. Dr.  Baird,  by  implication, 
allowed  that  there  was  some  (bundation 
for  the  rumour,  and  by  the  explanation 
which  he  did  make,  more  strongly  con* 
finned  this  imnour.^ 

On  the  question  of  the  neoessity  for 
examining  tbe  female  organs  at  all  in 
this  ease  we  do  not  presume  to  enter; 
we  can  only  say  with  the  Manchester 
reporters,  thai  we  have  not  evidence  by 
which  to  pronounce  decisively  upon  .it. 
Much  we  fancy  may  be  said  on  hoth 
sides;  and  the  testimonies  which  have 
been  brovght  forward  by  Dr.  Baird  on 
ihe  point  may  be  readily  neutralized  by 
the  objection,  that  they  arc  founded  on 
kit  representations,  and  that  they  only 
fro  to  this  extent,  that  if  the  symptoms 
of  tbe  patient  were,  as  they  are  stated  to 
have  been  by  Dr.  Baird,  an  examination 
WM  necessary.  Tlie  impression,  bow» 
ever,  on  the  minds  of  the  accusing  party 
was,  that  it  was  an  irrelevant  and  im- 
proper  proceeding;  and,  uafortunately, 
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llie  avowal  of  J)r.  H.iirJ  Ijiinself  only 
tended  to  render  th  ii  impreH^^ion  ])ernia<- 
ncnt  aiid  iuiiuoN  ealjlc. 

When  tbe  proceeding's  had  reached 
this  stage,  they  had  already  acquired 
such  an  impetus  that  they  cuuld  not 
stand  still;  neither  the  Committee  nor 
tbe  Doctor  could  waive  a  further  ad- 
vance. On  tbe  one  side,  the  officers  of 
a  public  institution  bad  to  deal  with  their 
physician,  who  stood  charged  with  an 
offence  against  monis,  to  which  his  own 
inadvertent  or  too  candid  avowal  had 
given  a  colour:  on  the  other,  the  physi- 
cian was  but  too  sensible  bow  much  his 
charscter-^bis  reputation— his  good 
name— •would  be  compromised  should 
he  attempt  to  suppress  an  ulterior  inves- 
tigation. It  was  now  iblt  that  the  good 
repute  of  a  medical  man  should  be  Ufce 
the  chastity  of  Cssar*s  wife — not  only 
without  spot,  but  without  suqikion. 

There  was,  therefore,  no  alternative^ 
the  matter  required  to  be  probed  to 
the  bottom,  and  it  was  fortunate  that  the 
equitable  deteimination  was  arrived  b$! 
by  tbe  Trustees,  to  abide  by  tbe  decision 
of  a  professional  jury.  Such  a  decision 
has  now  been  awarded,  and  in  the  con* 
elusions  of  that  award  we  rejoice  to 
learn  that  all  parties  are  inclined  to 
aoquiesoe.  No  imputation  tests  on 
the  moral  character  of  Dr.  Baitd,**— un- 
less, peAaps,  by  an  ezcesa  of  refinement 
it  be  imputed  to  him,  that  he  carries  hit 
thou^^hts  too  openly. 

To  tlie  profession  at  large  there  will 
be  a  k'Hson  in  those  proceedings— the 
imperative  duty  of  caution  will  be  incul- 
cated, and  whether  in  public  or  private 
practice  it  will  be  seen  that  the  best  po- 
licy will  be  t(»  avoid  all  those  questiona- 
able  modes  of  action,  tliat  may  give  a 
handle  to  the  machinations  of  the  mis- 
chierous.  We  live  in  times  when  the 
worst  construction  may  he  put  on  pro- 
ceed in  nrs  of  the  most  harmless  natora, 
and  when  cunnin^i^  vice  may  find  many 
an  oppoftonity  of  sating  its  spleen  or  it* 
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woigc.  In  the  case  before  us,  the  ooca-  much  as  we  ^"rseU^*  rtated 

buted  to  an  over-zcalous  anxiety  for  the    ^^.j^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  1^^.^.^^  apprenticed  to  one  of 


proper  treatment  of  a  patient,  or  at  ilie 
worst  to  an  nnlurky  cur:  Miy  to  iiscer- 
lain  facts  of  a  collateral  iiii  <Heo-le«'al 
nature.  Honcc  officiousness  had  its  t  \- 
errisc".  amine  of  mistliiif  was  worked 
n|)  to  a  (b  ijTf  e  pninfiil  to  he  ronsitlcn  tl : 
hk(1(1Kts  IkIjiihI  to  make  matters  worse; 
•)nel  l)y  an  ill-directed  ry)ri(  dc  rorpn, 


    -jPf  - 

their  members,  or  educated  on  a  gjfgtem 

Mtiil  more  olfjeetionable  ;  and  which  we 

may  now  «dd,  »  »ucli  M  alnott  i» 

amount  to  exclusion,  as  we  demonstrated 
ill  (.or  first  article  on  this  subject,  so  far 
back  as  Dee.2«,  IH-2<>.  When  Mr.  Raww>a 
cau  makeouiaiiv  j^*  khI  delene^of  Umibk*- 
sure wfaich  we  liiave  coodemned,  we  ahttll 
be  glad  to  publish  it;  but  then  he  must 
T:ip;  1(   \\  t?li  \hv  <jnestion  as  a  \%h»»le. 


the  seir-a])poinied  supjiortei-s  of  the  dij^-  one  detached  portion  of  it.  ^ 

iiitv  of  the  prolession  ceased  not  till  the  _^ 
\\h(  le   business  assumed  an  alarming- 

aspect.    At  tl,i,  juncture  the  better  ^-c.  B""^!!^^  <»f 

niL  «f  the  iVicul  of  order  prevailed :  "^^^          COBONEIW  «- 

the  verdict  of  a  competent  tribunal  re-  rri— i-^ 

stored  the  liarmonv  that  >vas  ajar;  and  AFEWdaysagoMr.Godnch,of C^elM, 

,    ^     .  .  .1    ^  ,.  was  summoned  before  Mr.  Mirling^  W 

w«           Hu.v   1..M)*'  that  the  feelings  ^j^^  i,;,     idence,  which,  however,  Imi 

refused  u)  do,  unless  he  were  paid. 

Has  involves  an  important  qucstka 
as  regardg  mcdicel  men,  and  one  which 
is  not  altogether  clear  in  point  uf 
law.  A  ver^'  eminrnt  mendier  of  ihc 
long  robe  oii  beiuii^  ei.nsuUed  not  loiijf 

  since  on  this  point,  gave  it  as  his 

opinion,  that  the  Coroner  coaM  »um. 
IRISH  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS,    mon  to  attend  his  court  any  one  ulu.nt 

he  believed  capnlde  of  giung  anv  in- 
We  anticii)ated  that  our  remarks  on  the  formation  as  to  iu)w  the  dcccasea  had 
proceedings  of  oar  hretbren  in  Dublin,  death ;  and  that  he  could 

as  (onnected  with  Uie  Irish  Grand  Jurj  obli«''e  the  witness  to  speak  as  io  mt-re 
Bill,  would  prove  ratlier  unpalatable,  m^^^j^  of  fact  —  on  the  same  dtiik iple 
A  3fr.  Jamfs  lUwhoN  has  written  us  ^  other  individual  may  be  com- 
an  angry  1<  tier  fnim  Lichticld,  and  like   polled  to  sUte  what  he  know: 

.  ,  ...  ...  U*n1«A<l  main      '       •       «  «      .1        1     .  ^%_^m.  


wliieij  vMTc  bitterly  excii;  li  lu  the  course 
of  this  unplra^tant  scene  of  contention 
will  gradii.iUv  assume  that  IraiupiilJity 
w  ith  which  time  ami  their  own  integrity 
can  endow  tbem. 


su  bank  for  the  use  of  the  C 
This  we  protested  against,  and  con- 
trasted with  the  system  here,  w  hich  ad- 
mits all  of  equal  education  to  eipial  pri- 
vileges. But  Mr.  Kawsou  neglects  the 
brunt  of  Uic  argument,  and  ftxea  npon 
one  coUateial  circonistance,  namelT,  our 
statement  —  that  to  beconje  a  member  of 
the  Iri^h  ('nllegc  the  nartv  must  have 


rarcljr  happen  that  the  dc&ircd  ci  idcnot 
could  be  obtained  without  eotitUng  the 
medical  practitioiier  to  remttseratwn. 

BE  APPEARAhCE  OF  CliOLtitA 
IN  PARIS. 

We  regret  to  announce   that  cholera 


been  apprtniict^d  in  Ireland.  This,  Mr.  has  again  broken  out  in  Paris.  On  the 
Bawson  says,  is  not  the  case,  and  we  9(Mh  and  21st,  within  forty -eight  hunm. 
admit  that*iic  is  littrmiijf  eorrfct ;  ioas-  eighteen  cases  weie  brought  to  the  H6lal 
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Dieu,  seven  of  whicL  proved  f;U.il  within 
a  few  hours  ;  being'  quite  as  many  cases 
and  asman^deatbs  as  look  place  at  this 
gteat  hospital  ^%'ithiu  the  same  period 
ftt  tlie  onset  of  tli**  epidemic  of  18:32. 
Of  course  it  is  impus&ible,  in  a  disease 
so  inscrutable,  to  predict  what  may  be 
the  fate  of  Paris  on  this  occasion  ;  but 
one  thing  is  now  clear — that  it  is  <{uite 
^  i«^!»>!);irv  on  the  part  of  the  European 
g^ovcrumeuts,  ami  that  of  I'nuice  amon^ 
others,  to  atti  iwj»i,  l>y  any  rigour  of  qua» 
raiitiiie,  the  exclusion  of  an  evil  that  is 
already  in  the  midst  of  tlu'm,witli  nhit  h 
cvtTV  |M>rti(»ii  of  the  Continent  is  now 
cinbucd,  and  which  requires  but  the  aid 
of  favouring  circumstanoes  to  become 
developed.  They  might  just  aa  Well 
issue  their  manifestoes  against  small- 
pox, scarlatina,  or  measles. 


CHOLERA  IN  SPAIN. 

Cholera  rages  in  Seville,  Cordova,  Gre- 
nada, and  Malaga :  it  has  also  appeafed 

in  Estramadura,  and  eases  whicn  hare 
been  c<»ncealed  are  said  to  have  occurred 
in  Madrid.  As  yet  its  greatest  ravages 
have  been  in  ^ville,  where  it  seems 
fitat  to  hare  broken  out,  and  where  the 
lower  classes  of  the  people  have  suflered 
very  severely.  It  is  ;i  <  iirious  fact,  taken 
in  eon  junction  with  tliis  iuroriualiun, 
tiiat  clean  hills  of  health  w  ere  i&al  w  eek 
refused  to  vessels  proceeding  to  Spain 
from  tlie  port  of  London,  lest  they 
should  cany  the  di^ase  to  the  Fenia- 
sula. 


ALDER8GATE  STREET  DISPEN. 
SARY. 

No  accommodation  has  been  come  to 
hetwcrn  the  committee  and  medical  men. 
Tiie  rornicr  setm  determined  Ui  make  no 
overture,  but  on  the  contrary  have  been 
making  the  most  strenuous  efforts  to  ob< 
tain  candidates  for  the  six  medical  va- 
cancies. None,  however,  have  yet  ven- 
tur^  to  announce  themselves,  though 
some  of  the  members  of  the  Committee 
state  that  their  canvass  for  Doctofs  has 
not  been  unsuccessful.  As  the  matter 
now  stands,  it  is  a  cont«  st  ht  twren  the 
medical  men  and  a  set  of  busy  mcUdiiog 
persons,  chiefly  tradesmen,  who  are  de- 
sirous to  shew  in  how  light  an  estima- 
tion they  hold  a  j)r(tfessi()n  the  members 
of  wliicli  they  hnvr  hitherto,  perhaps, 
iound  hut  too  ready,  to  accept  their  ap- 


pointments. We  have  been  rather  as- 
tonished to  find  that  the  Committee 
ba?e  got  persons  to  do  the  duty  ad  tiu 
ter{m*y  and  we  confess  we  do  not  see 
why  they  should  not  mulortake  it  per- 
manently on  the  same  principle  as  they 
do  so  for  a  time.  The  feeling  in  favour 
of  the  step  taken  by  the  late  medical 
officers  is  very  general  among  the  mem- 
bers (»r  their  own  profession,  and  we 
suiyuin  a  copy  of  certain  resuiuliuns 
which  the  practitioners  at  Sbcflield  have 
come  to,  declaratory  of  their  sentiments 
on  this  occasion. 

To  the  lafe  Medkal  Officers  of  the 
AldtTMgatt'Street  DUpentury^  Landan* 

Gentlewen, — ^At  this  interesting  pe- 
riod in  the  state  of  our  profession,  and 

especially  of  the  gfoverninent  of  medical 
charities,  we  should  be  guilty  of  the 
most  culpable  apathy  and  indifference 
did  we  not  hasten  to  express  the  high 
satisfaction  with  which  we  have  viewed 
3'our  conduct  on  a  late  occasion — did  we 
not  testify  how  completely  our  feelingH 
and  seutimeuts  are  in  unison  with  your 
own— did  we  not  publicly  record  our 
warmest  admiration  of  that  brilliant  ex- 
ample of  integrity  and  iiMl»'|n  n(lencc 
wtiich  you  have  exhibited  to  your  medi- 
cal brethren. 

Whatever  sacrifice  of  feeling  or  of 
interest  has  been  made,  you  have  the 
consolatory  approval  of  upright  con- 
sciences. Vou  have  acted  consistently, 
and  like  honourable  men.  Vou  have 
discharged  an  important  duty  both  to 
medical  practitionen  and  to  society  at 
large.  \ou  have  nobly  withstood  a 
most  disgraceful  attempt  to  degrade 
your  profession,  and  to  convert  an 
health-giving  charity  into  an  infected 
source  of  misery  and  wretchedness;  and 
w  hil>l  vou  en  joy  the  praise  of  every  vir- 
tuous and  enlightened  iiiiud,  it  may  per- 
haps prove  a  further  <p^tifieation  to 
kttowtbatyour  medical  brethren  in  tiar- 
ticular  are  fiiUy  alive  to  the  moral  force 
of  yo?ir  example,  that  tliey  appreciate 
its  worth,  ana  are  resolved  its  memory 
shall  not  die. 

Gentlemen,  we  hail  this  example,  the 
first  practical  inroad  on  a  protractea  and 
systematic  abuse  of  medical  eh  trities,  as 
tfie  harbinger  of  a  general  and  etticient 
reform  in  those  chanties ;  we  hail  it  aa 
the  forerunner  of  an  approaching  day, 

*  Pbyaklaa*— I>r.  T«tn  mid  Dr«  WhllM4 : 
SurgcoDiH-KT.  Dalrywiile,  Mr.  Catwsllf  and  Mt* 

Wyatt. 
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whctt  die  hgUatoie  Mil  reactto  them 

from  loTi<^r  pn>stitiition  of  their  legiti- 
mate riids — a  <l:n  ,  m  lu'ti  tin'  nrpflected 
obiecU  of  science,  and  tltc  aims  of  g^ciie- 
nl  ntUity  and  benevolenee,  tball  happiljr 
he  wiitcd — wbep  nor  personal  interest, 
nor  g^old,  nor  any  other  corrupt  uu  hus 
whatever,  bhall  |jive  notoriety  to  tiic 
officer  of  an  hospital  or  dispensary,  but 
vhen  talent  and  Imairled^  alone,  ap- 
proved  hy  public  corapetitiuu,  sliall  oe 
the  test  of  fitneaa  for  office  in  aucb  in- 
atitutions. 

The  foflj  which  compelled  yonr  with- 
drawal firom  the  ehantj  jw  upheld, 
foresaw  not  tho  rotispqiK  tirfs  nVtuiit  to 
follow.  Its  sonlid  ralcul.uums  ut  gain 
did  not  reckon  that,  with  the  loss  of 
jour  labour*  and  akill»  the  voj  charity 
you  serred  would  cease  to  exbt;  for 
w^here  shall  be  found  the  men  rcckloss 
enoupfh  to  succeed  you  ?  The  very  at- 
tempt would  brand  their  characters  witii 
dl  tnat  la  low,  degraded,  and  debased. 

Accent,  gentlemen,  this  tribute  of  our 
^atituae ;  we  deeply  feci  the  obli^'-atinn 
under  which  you  iiave  laid  the  whole 
profession.  Anmredly  the  members  of 
that  prolession  will  not  forg'et  a  lesson 
so  disinterested  and  elevated  as  that 
which  you  have  p;^iven  for  their  lii'^truc- 
tion,  signalized  too,  aj^  it  is,  by  names 
distia^ttished  in  die  ■oientific  and  lite- 
rary  history  of  their  coimtiy. 

We  remain,  gfentlenen, 
With  the  greatest  reflect  and  admiration, 

Corden  Thompson,  M.D.,  Physician 
to  the  Slirffit'ld  General  Infirmary  ; 
Wilson  Uvcrend,  Sui^eon  to  the 
Sheffield  General  Infirmary ;  Hen- 
ry Paul  Harewood,  M.D.,  Pliysi- 
cian  to  the  Slu-ffit^M  General  l^is- 
pensary  ;  -hthn  (irecn  ;  George 
Calveit  lluilaiid,  M.D.,  Physician 
to  the  Sheffield  General  Infirmary ; 

Henry  Thomas,  Surgeon  to  the 
Sin  f?iil(l  Puhlic  Dispensary;  Cieo, 
Turlou ;  R.  G.  Holland  ;  Thomas 
Keade ;  Henry  Uardy ;  Charles 
Eadon;  Joeepb  Law;  Joseph  In- 
gall;  R.  S.  Taylor;  John  Carr; 
James  Wild ;  G.  Reddnl ;  George 
William  Clark;  James  Ray;  Jas. 
¥.  Wright:  Edward  Thompson; 
Henry  Booltbee,  F.L.S. ;  EawanI 
Oillott ;  W.  LeuiianI,  M.  D.  ; 
Knowlton  Wilson;  John  Hull; 
Samuel  Gregory  j  John  Pcarce 
Lewis ;  JohnToster;  John  Twton ; 
Joseph  RUey;  WUIiam  Staniftfth, 
Senior  Sofgeon  to  the  Infirmaiy; 


Wtipht  Wtbon;  Ilenrr  Jackson^ 

Jumor  Surgeon  to  the  Sheffield  r*e> 
neral  luOrmary ;  James  Walker  ; 
R.  Ernest,  M.D.,  House  Siirg-eo^ 
to  the  Sheffield  Oeneral  Infinnaunr; 
John  Pearson  Shaw;  W.  Far  ell; 
John  Ifaxworth,  SuJ^[^a{  Wan. 
Jackson;  Francis  Pearson, 
nsfltold,  Sept.  32, 183S. 

Letter  ^iiM  Jh^enrnfy  CotwttVtsw. 

The  Commiftee  have  ju^l  n<?f?rf»<<fefHl 
an  angry  ili-vvnttcn  letter  to  the  Gover- 
nors, professing  to  be  an  answer  to  the 
preceding  address  from  Sheffield,  as 
well  as  to  a  recent  letter  of  Dr.  Clnt- 
terhnek    in  the    Timea^   but  leaving 
the   main  question   as   to  the  expe- 
diency of  potting  up  the  medioft]  mp-. 
]iointinents  for  sale,  unansweKd,  thMia^ 
not  unaRsailed.    They  are  evidcntir  ev- 
cecdintfly  annoyed,  both  by  the  resigTia. 
tion  and  the  circumstances  attendinje;'  it. 
Speaking  of  the  medical  men,  they  say — 

**  Andnot  content  wiA  their  threat  of 
resi|rnation,  hut  t)i»  v  Tnnst  add  to  it  an 
insult  to  the  Committee,  by  stating,  that 
to  remain  in  office  with  them,  was  iu- 
eompatible  with  utility  to  the  Dimes, 
sarv,  a  due  regard  for  the  dignKy  of  the 
^^(•fli("a!  |irore«isinn,  and  a  ju«(t  prspcct 
i\tv  ilieir  own  characters.   Although  ire 
could,  as  members  of  that  Committee, 
with  feeling  of  niGNrrr  erinal  to  any 
of  the  Medical  profession,  and  with  eijaal 
respect  for  their  own  characters,  rrpef 
with  indignation  the  insinuations  throwTi 
out  against  the  Committee,  we  will,  in 
mercy  to  the  dignity  of  the  nrofesslon, 
so  virfu(nisly  represented  i»\  lii'  Miithors 
of  the  paragraph,  relraiu  from  doing  so." 


ST.  GEORGE'S  HOiiriTAL. 


CLtNicsL  asMAana 
ON  AMPUTATION,  &e. 
*      Br  Ma,  Cjcaaa  HAWama. 

Case  I.  VUeMiim  ^  the  Cartiiagt$  of  ike 

Knee-joint  Jrom  Scrofula, 
Ca^e  2.  Vicfrntion  of  the  Omilo^et  ff  lAi 

Knee-joint  from  Erysipelas. 

Cask  a  IXieam  ^  the  fmMr^  irffA  Jlmr. 

Mr.  Hawkins  began  by  obserrinf^  tliat  bo 
bad  H«fn  obli^red,  as  he  expected,  toampo- 
tuic  tlic  thigh  of  a  bo^  itametl  VVilli«,  wbow 
case  had  been  the  sahjeet  of  n  fonnar  cUai. 
cal  lecture  f  and  as  thert, jrece  two  other 
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paiieuts  in  the  buspitai  fur  whom  hit  haA 
perfojuied  the  oune  mnitim,  be  would 

take  the  opportunity  oi  noticing  some  c  ir- 
cum^lnni  t's  cnnneclexl  with  the  opemtiun 
of  iiuijjuuitiou  which  had  occum-d  in  the 
pn^ress  of  these  cases. 

You  will  fthscrve  (Mr.  Ilawkin'^  ron. 
tinued)  tliat  I  did  not  n:mu\u  Willis's 
limb  simply  because  there  was  an  ftbeoen 
in  the  knee.joi]it,  with  uloentieii  of  the 
cartilages,  because  that  nmy  sfunptifTies  be 
curcdi  but  because  the  couditiun  of  the 
joint  was  compli«Ated  with  a  good  deal  of 
dieeaie  in  the  thigh  also,  iflceration  of 
the  carti lapses  will  sometimes  follow  nn  in 
jury  of  the  joint,  and  an  acute  abscess  uiav 
take  place,  of  a  formidable  natiuei,  indeeo, 
but  still  of  a  healthy  character;  so  tlmt  if 
the  patient  survive  the  severe  constilii- 
tional  disturUani-e  tiiui  accompanies  such 
a  ctate,  ancbylosiamay  iobeeqnently  occur, 
and  the  limb  may  be  preserved.  In  the 
Bmailer  joints,  the  elbow  or  wrist,  for  in- 
stance, I  have  even  several  times  known 
imrtiotts  of  cartilage  and  bone  exfoliate,  and 
yet  a  uscfn!  limb  remain  to  the  patient. 

So  alMJwhcn  ulceration  of  the  cartilages 
tidbtf  place  without  injury,  ftom  morbid 
action  of  its  own  veseela,  or  firom  diaease 
of  the  synovial  ineTnhrane  extending  to  the 
cartilages,  a  recovery  may  occasionally 
take  place.  A  young  woman  called  atmj 
house  the  other  day,  with  a  very  useftil 
leg  for  efery  thing  but  kneeling,  who  was 
formerly  under  mv  care  in  the  hospital 
with  nieemtion  of  the  cartilages  or  the 
knee-joint,  into  whith  nn  openinir  bad 
been  formed  by  abscess  in  two  different 
places.  In  some  rare  cases  after  ulcera- 
tion of  the  cartilages,  even  some  degree  of 
motion  is  {>re«tn'ed ;  in  which  case  carti- 
lage is  not  regenerated,  but  a  smooth  bony 
surface,  or  hard  kind  of  ivoiy  deposit,  sup- 
plies its  place. 

Whrn  nlrrratifin  of  the  cartilages  takes 

C:e  lu  consequence  of  diiiease  ia  the 
es  oompoaing  a  joint,  anchyiocis  does 
not  so  firequentlv  occur  as  whcto  it  arises 
from  cither  of  the  other  causes  which  have 
been  mcatiuned;  yet  you  will  very  fre- 
quently see  diteaaed  joints,  arising  from 
scrofulous  action  in  the  epiphyses  of  the 
long  bones,  get  ])ennanentlv  well,  although 
ulceration  of  the  cartilages  lias  taken  place, 
and  has  caused  numerous  abscesses  in  aad 
around  the  joint ;  the  jt>int  Kt  iiii;,  of  course, 
more  or  less  stiff.  There  is  a  girl  now  at- 
tending the  hospital,  however,  as  an  out- 
patient, who  has  bad  this  disease  for  seve- 
ral yparsin  the  elbow  joint  ^V'hrn  I  firsr 
suH  her,  the  epiphysis  of  the  humerus  was 
amiarently  firmly  ancbylosed  with  tb* 
nma,  and  there  w'as  a  complete  separation, 
with  jfyec  motion  between  thr  epiphysis 
and  the  shaft  of  the  htmierus,  with  coptious 
diachnij^  of  pm  ftan  wvanU  cinnan  com* 


munlcatiug  with  the  diseased  part,  so  that 
I  thought  Uie  IMS  of  the  limb  almost  inevl. 

table;  but  by  attention  to  the  general 
health,  union  has  takni  place  hy  new  bone 
between  the  separated  pieces  of  tlie  huoic- 
nis,  and  she  will  picser?e  ^e  arm  In  an 
useful  slate  for  mnuv  |iTirpt><!r«!,  the  an- 
ch  i  losis  has  taken  place  in  the  bent  posi- 
tion of  the  joint. 

Of  this  latter  nature,  probably,  was  the 
origin  of  the  disease  of  tlir  kncr  jnint  in 
Juhn  JohoMm,  aet.  24,  admitted  Apnl 
18th,  1833,  wHh  the  fbUowtng  hiilory. 
He  fell  from  a  ladder  twehre  years  ago, 
bending  his  knee  undrr  him  witli  crreat 
force,  and  from  that  time  his  knee  has 
been  weak  and  painlhl  whenever  he  used 
it ;  and  occasionally  he  has  been  laid  up 
for  a  few  finvs  at  a  time,  w  ith  increased 
pain  and  luiiammutiun.  Thirteen  w^ks 
ago  gfcat  swelling  took  place  arottnd  the 
joint,  espoeially  in  tin  liain.  vet,  notwith- 
standing this,  he  continued  his  work,  the 
limb  being  bandag^  in  flannel ;  and  while 
thrashing,  an  absoess  boiat  in  the  ham, 
and  discharged  two  qnarts  of  matter.  Af- 
ter this  he  kept  his  bed,  having  very  oo* 
pious  discbarge  continued;  an(i  abimt  n 
month  aftervimids  another  abeoass  waa 
opened  hy  the  sureeon,  below  !h«»  patella, 
on  the  outside  of  IJoe  leg,  aad  a  pint  of  poa 
evaeaated,  which  waa  mixed  with  Mood. 
At  the  time  of  his  admission  the  whole 
joint  wras  mnch  swelled  with  fluid,  and  on 
the  inner  side  a  cousideni)>le  projection  of 
the  inner  condyle  was  felt,  as  if  it  was  en- 
larged,  or  had  a  hnny  tumor  upon  it.  This 
part  was  n<»t  painful,  but  on  the  outside 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  pain  and  tender- 
ness of  the  joint;  and  violent  pain  was 
produced  hv  pressing  the  patelln  (which 
was  somewhat  displaced  upon  the  outer 
condyle),  against  the  bona  behvw.  Both 
the  ofUees  of  the  abM^esses  allowed  the 
prnhr  to  pn';<?  to  a  great  dejilh  ;  that  in  th© 
ham  towards,  and  probably  into  the  knee- 
joint,  tbengfa  no  bene  was  Alt ;  thaton  the 
outside  of  Uie  leg  allowed  the  probe  to  pass 
towanls  thf  joifit,  and  dead  bone  was  felt 
in  the  tibia,  close  to  the  joint  of  the  libuia 
wiA  the  tibia. 

From  the  history  of  the  case,  therefore, 
and  the  age  at  which  the  disease  com- 
menced, it  was  probable  that  there  was 
scrofulous  disease  established  in  the  bonea 
of  the  knce-j<iint  fpart  of  the  (ibiii  being 
now  dead),  which  had  subi»ei|uentiy  ^preud 
to  the  joint  itself,  the  cartilages  being  in  a 
state  of  ulceration,  and  the  abscessca  pfO^ 
h;\h!y  ic  udinir  into  the  joisty  SO  that  mnpa< 
tatlou  seemed  necessair. 

The  pain  and  swelHng  w«fa  irtt  dimi- 
nIAed  by  onee  capping  tho  knee,  with 
cold  lotion  and  rest.  The  operation  was 
further  delayed,  however,  by  an  attack  on 
thaM  of  aoatc  gangreaooa  loflaaoMtion 
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foond  the  opeBing  of  the  abeoeM  fai  die 
faont  of  the  le^^,  with  i^rt  at  pain,  nn  l  ( x 
ten&ive  dark  redness  of  the  parts  aruuud, 
there  being  almost  complete  stagnation  of 
the  Uood  in  all  the  soperfidel  veins  of  the 
leg  and  thigh.  Th<-r»>  wns  at  the  same 
time  a  gt>od  deal  ot  coiihtitutioual  disturb- 
ance, the  puiite  being  ISO,  and  the  eo«iBte> 
luinee  (  xpn  ssint?  K^real  anxiety.  Fortius 
an  etreiveseinir  draui^ht,  uith  earhduato  uf 
aumuuiia,  and  twenty  minims  of  lauda- 
num, were  given  every  four  booft,  and  a 
cold  Goulard  ponlliee  apjilied. 

j3d.— The  next  dav  the  gangrene  had 
appaiently  stopped;  be  had  had  a  good 
Dinit,  with  little  pain,  and  the  pulse  was 
Oiwr  90,  and  qniet. 

The  portion  of  skin  and  cellular  mem- 
brane whieb  were  destroyed  in  this  short 
time  was  m  nrlv  as  extensive  ns  tlie  palm 
of  the  hand  i  hut  all  the  dark  appearance 
of  the  surrounding  parts,  and  of  the  wius 
of  the  limb,  was  gone.  His  mixture  was 
continued,  and  three  ounecs  of  wine  a^iien 
him*  which  the  next  day  was  increased  to 
six. 

37lh. — Tlie  large  slong^ ha<I  rui.ir  away, 
and  a  healthy  ulcer  exposed  Draught 
eiMltinued  every  six  hours,  with  tive  mi- 
ninw  only  of  fatudannm. 

30th.— The  wine  andsooMof  tbeeztia 
diet  were  omitted. 

On  the  2d  of  May  his  health  was  sufll- 
cicntly  re-established  for  the  operation, 
and  I  aeeordin^ly  amputated  the  thigh  in 
the  usual  way.  The  cartilages  of  the 
joint,  which  you  may  see,  were extensiTelj 
ulcerated ;  the  dead  b<me  which  was  ex- 
posed was  found  to  be  loose  in  the  head  of 
the  tibia,  in  tlie  joint;  and  both  the  ab- 
sossses  eommiinieated  with  the  intnriorof 
this  cavity. 

In  Johnson's  ease  the  amputation  was 
performed   entirely  above  the  diseased 

f»arts,  or  at  least  there  was  notliing  hut  a 
ittle  vufteniny;^  of  the  ?u>iic  from  rlisusc. 
With  a  correspond! nff  laxuy  ol  uoiod  be- 
tween  the  bone  and  its  penosteam,  which 
makes  exfoliation  after  the  operation  a 
little  more  likely,  but  does  not  influence 
the  mode  uf  operation.  But  in  the  other 
two  cases  there  was  something  men. 

In  Chandler,  whose  cmc  we  considered 
in  the  last  lecture,  the  bone  was  almost 
double  its  natoral  size  at  the  point  where 
it  was  sawn  across ;  yet  you  see  that  the 
inflammation  of  the  hone  has  not  in  the 
least  interfered  with  the  success  of  the 
opetation ;  no  boae  lias  exfoliated,  and 
the  stump  is  now  nearly  well.  There  was 
also  in  his  ruM*  ^ome  eondeii'sfttion  of  the 
muscles  from  uiilammation,  which  is  a 
cireamstaoee  that  wiU  give  yon  trouble  in 
many  operations ;  for  the  vessels  in  soeh 
cases  cannot  retract  nor  cou tract,  and  a 
fast  number  generally  require  the  ligature ; 


and  when  yon  apply  the  silk,  yon  find  thai 

the  vessels  have  bee<»me  quite  britt!-  ;  thc 
same  resscl  often  requires  to  be  tied  svfve- 
lal  times  before  it  is  seeate;  and  &»■ 
qimtlv  you  are  obliged,  instead  of  Che 
tenaculum,  to  use  a  hook  "r  a  needlf,  and 
to  enclose  a  little  of  the  surrouudins  sub- 
stances with  the  artery*  Some  ^fea^Mmm 
may  recollect  how  much  trouble  wa^^  gi\  i  u 
by  this  state  in  the  patient  whose  arm  >lr. 
lirodiu  amputated  not  long  since  ui  iJuv 
shoulder-jomt. 

In  the  operation  in  Willis's  ense,  the 
state  of  the  nart  was  peculiar.    I'he  ab- 
scess around  tne  femur  extended  np  aeariy 
to  the  trochanters,  and  it  seemed  probable, 
from  the  quantity  of  new  bone  \\ln'rT)  h\t<\ 
formed  around  the  necrosed  part  of 
shaft,  that  dead  bone  leaelied  np  nearly  as 
far;  so  that  utilrss  the  amputation  was 
perlornied  very  high  up,  whieh  would  rea- 
der the  upei-alion  considerably  more  dan- 
gimms,  and  would  make  the  use  of  a 
W(>«uL  n  It  c:  TiiiTi   lifiicult,  from  the  short 
ness  of  the  j»tump,  1  sltould  have  to  divide 
a  large  abscess,  and  a  mass  of  new  besie^ 
with  inflamed  soft  parts,  around  a  laf|^ 
pieee       dead  hone.    The  preserration  of 
as  mucli  of  the  Innb  as  could  be  kept  w  iih 
safety  seemed  of  so  much  eoaseqaeaoe,  that 
the  cuttintf  across  the  vascular  and  in- 
flamed part  of  the  new  hone  and  pchos. 
tcum  seemed,  for  the  same  reasons  as  in 
Chandler's  case,  to  present  no  naeon 
agaiii.*«t  removinR-  the  limb  low  down. 

With  regard  to  the  dead  bone,  as  a  eos»> 
siderable  time  had  now  elapsed  since  llsi 
commencement  of  the  disease,  it  seemad 
not  imprrjbjiblf  tinii  it  might  be  suflieiently 
loose  to  allow  mc,  after  having  .nawn  aexus* 
it,  to  extmet  wliat  was  dead  m»m  the  etid 
of  the  stump  at  the  time  (if't1<<  -jHTiition  ; 
or  else,  if  it  was  not  then  M;paruUHi  from 
the  bone,  that  it  would  come  away  with 
^Kilitjat  some  future  time.  Yon  will  see 
by  the  ]irr]r?iration,  that  I  wa^  agref^nWy 
disapptuDted  as  to  the  extent  to  which  the 
whole  drcumlerence  of  the  boae  was  dsad ; 
it  was  so  near  the  eplph3^ds,  but  at  the 
part  where  it  was  sawn  acros?!,  not  nh«>re 
a  third  of  the  circumference  was  actuaiij 
dead,  which  is  hard  and  white,  and  irmly 
l«»eked  in  by  the  old  hone  whieh  remains 
alive,  with  the  addition  of  a  considerable 
quantity  of  new  bone  around  it.  You  may 
see  in  the  longitudinal  seetioii  of  the  boneii 
which  has  been  made,  the  verycur!f>n^  eir. 
cumstance  of  some  living  cancellous  slruc. 
tnie  indosing  a  small  abscess,  whicfa  is 
almost  entirely  surrounded  by  the  original 
rinjT  of  the  femur,  whieh  has  died.  Thi» 
is  a  tact  which  has  been  sometimes  ob< 
serred  in  expesiments  on  animals,  bat 
%vhieh  is  n  rt  often  .seen  in  the  human  sob. 
ject,  in  whom  the  separation  or  d^th  of 
the  pcrioiiteuui  it,  almost  always  foUowed 
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hy  the  dettnicUoii  ofthe  membfane  of  the 
««iied]oii«  structure  aim.  The  appeamnoe 

of  the  end  of  (he  bone  will,  of  course,  shew 
you  irhat  is  the  state  of  the  hone  at  the 
end  of  the  stump.  I  could  not  extract  the 
dead  part,  though  it  does  not  pfobably 
mull  very  high ;  and  it  must  be  left  to  he 
partly  tibsorbed,  or  to  exfoliate,  at  some  fu- 
ture lime*. 

Id  the  next  plaee,  widi  regard  totheab. 
sccss,  it  is  very  trouMt mne  to  cut  nrn'ss 
one  iu  an  amputation  ^  but  as  this  rcachcU 
<m  one  side  of  the  bone  to  the  trochanter 
minor,  it  seemed  bettcf  to  do  so  than  to 
IH-rform  the  operation  so  high  n^;  ?>Tit 
then  such  a  meUiod  should,  of  couioe,  lead 
to  an  entirely  diflerent  mode*  of  diessing 
after  the  opcmtion.  Union  hj  tlie  first  in- 
tention i\ws  nnt  ver\'  often  occur  after  am 
putation;  still  it  will  do  so  occasionally; 
and  it  is  therefore  rif  ht  to  attempt  to  pro. 
diice  it  wlu-n  iiotliinif  forbids  it.  Tii  John- 
son tlie  \vlui!e  stump  unilt-d  h\  ?lie  first  in- 
tention, and  grtat  ]iart  would  ])robubiy 
Iwre  eontinned  united,  had  it  not  been  for 
tbc  ru  cnrrence  of  erysi|)elas.  In  Chandler 
the  number  of  ligatures  interfered  with 
tMHuplete  union,  and  I  brought  them, 
tlieiaforr,  all  out  at  the  centre  of  the 
wound,  so  tlvit  only  the  two  cxtrcmi 
ties  of  the  w«>uu(l  were  allowed  to  unite; 
etill  a  good  deal  was  thus  gained.  In 
Willis,  however,  more  was  required,  and  I 
introduced  a  piece  of  blue  lint  (lint  dipped 
in  a  solution  of  sulphate  of  copper)  into 
the  whole  length  of  the  abscess,  1^  which 
the  interi(»r  has  been  made  to  slough  par- 
tially, and  the  centre  of  the  wound  ha."* 
been  prevented  from  uniting.  In  cases  of 
thb  kind,  then,  where  no  union  is  at  all 
probable,  you  can  often  introdm  <  a  ]  irce 
of  oiled  lint,  in  order  that  matter  may  not 
"be  confined  ht  the  union  of  the  edges  of 
Aeskin;  still  even  in  these  cases  there  is 
no  nece^tsity  to  cram  the  wound  wit!)  lint 
in  the  amlinental  style,  since  the  union  of 
half  or  a  third  of  the  wound  at  tht  two 
«Dds  of  the  iiu  ision  is  of  great  use* 

Ai^ain,  in  common  cvmo«,  the  wonnd 
should  be  left  undisturbed  for  several 
4ay  i  as  in  Johnson,  in  whom  the  plaiater 
was  not  taken  awav  altogether  for  a  full 
week,  while  in  Willis  I  withdrew  the  lint 
on  the  second  day;  and  vou  uiav  sec,  in 
the  few  days  that  have  elapsed  sinee  the 
operation,  that  tin  listlmr^e  lias  bec<ime 
quite  healthy,  and  ilie  cavity  of  the  ab- 
sctss  is  already  eoatjracting,  from  the  free 


•  Two  m  n  tliH  after  the  operation,  a  pfece  of 
bone  nboul  three  Inches  in  leoi^th  wn»  rxtractcd, 
tbv  ■tninp  haviof  some  tine  preTionily  lieatod 
Qfi,  Willi  the  MceiitioD  of  a  email  simm  Imrllng 
mmn  to  the  dead  bone,  and  the  boy  ha*  since  K  ft 
the  hospital,  a  vast  quautUy  of  new  h  .  f  >  ,  i  ig 
fornetl  sloce  the  operation,  wbkb  has  made  the 
lUgh  slMst  iwlse  ss  Isige  as  Iht  soea4  eat. 


exit  afforded  to  the  matter,  and  the  new 
action  pmdneed  hy  the  stimahuit  mlioa- 
tion,  wfaila  the  two  ends  hare  fiimlj 

united 

Another  point  of  great  importance  in 
the  treatment  of  amputation,  is  the  eon* 

gtilutiorml  treatment  of  the  putiont  after 
tile  operation.  Where  it  is  ]>c'rformed  after 
an  accident,  it  is  often  of  great  service  to 
take  away  a  small  quantity  of  Mood  in  the 
crnninir,  or  the  next  day,  and  tn  keep  the 
patient  strictly  on  low  diet  for  several 
days ;  the  fever  which  follows  the  opera- 
tion being  inflammatory :  but  where  am- 
putation is  performed  in  consequence  of 
disease,  the  case  is  wboUy  different.  In 
Willis  there  had  been  much  snaring,  with 
hectic  fever,  previous  to  the  operation ;  the 
cause  of  which  In  ing  removed  by  it,  he 
slept  better  the  night  after  the  operation 
than  he  had  done  for  some  time  pre- 
viously;  but  havim?  been  reduced  by  long 
continued  disease,  he  did  niit  require  to  be 
treated  on  the  antiphlogistic  plan.  The 
only  difference  that  I  made  in  his  treat- 
ment,  before  and  after  the  operation,  was  to 
discontinue  the  wine  that  he  had  previously 
taken,  but  he  was  still  allowed  his  porter, 
and  fish  or  meat,  with  an  opiate,  to  whidi 
he  was  nruv  accustomed,  and  nithont 
which,  though  no  longer  kept  awake  hy 
pain,  he  could  not  procure  deep.  His 
tongue  continued  moist  and  clean,  and, 
three  days  after  thv  (q>eration,  instead  of 
having  fever  ol  an  inflaiumatory  kind, 
there  was  a  sensation  of  rigor,  with  a 
feeble  pulse,  and  hlueness  of  the  lips,  that 
induced  me  to  order  him  atrain  some  wine 
and  beef- tea,  which  restored  him  the  next 
day  to  a  more  eomtbrtable  state. 

In  John ^  in,  :il  <>,  the  antiphloiri«tic 
plan  very  suou  reuuiitd  to  be  champed  for 
a  better  diet,  and  in  a  few  days  mure  for 
wine  and  brandy,  and  otlier  stimulants, 
to  prevent  his  sinking  from  exhaustion, 
lie  had  a  good  deal  of  irritation  previous 
to  the  operation,  ftom  the  acute  gangrene, 
which  I  have  before  mentioBed ;  and  a 
week  after  the  njM  mfion  was  attacked 
with  severe  bilious  vuniitiug,  followed  by 
erysipelas,  which  hare  drawn  largely  upon 
the  strength  of  his  system.  This  bilious 
emilHjlas,  as  Dessauit  calls  it,  very  quickly 
exhausts  the  patient,  from  the  excess  of 
vomiting,  and  the  form  which  it  assumes 
indicates  the  debility  of  the  system.  Yoti 
never  see  erysipelas  of  the  pale  colour,  and 
erratic  form,  wnich  it  assumed  iu  Johnson, 
without  being  assured  that  the  patient  re- 
quires a  good  deal  of  sTippf»rt,  beginning 
on  the  stump,  there  iu  now  no  part  of  his 
body  on  whidi  it  hai  not  suec^rely  ap- 
peared, except  his  remaining  foot  and  one 
hand,  and  even  on  these  it  seem?!  gradtially 
creeuiug,  after  having  lasted  about  three 
weeks.  In  Chandler,  again,  exhausted  by 
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gangrene,  constant  support  has  been  re- 
quired, besides  the  stimulants  which 
were  at  first  necessary,  to  prevent  his 
iinldnr  fkon  weaknen.  It  ii  oliirioii«» 
thru,  uiat  very  different  modes  nf  rnrT^ti 
tuTional  tr^tment  will  be  indicated  after 
amputation,  according  to  the  state  of  each 
•    individual  patient 

The  next  circumstrrnec  which  I  will  al- 
lude to,  is  the  occasional  occurrence  of 
ntimetion  of  the  soft  parte  after  amimta^ 
tion,  producing  protrusion  of  the  bone, 
and  an  ill-formcd  ecmical  stump.  We  are 
but  too  apt  to  attribute  this,  and  other 
ebcoHiitanees,  to  the  fault  of  an  opMation, 
which  may  Ih;  the  result  of  other  causes; 
and  Johnson's  case  will  show  you,  per- 
haps, how  this  retraetion  takes  place. 
Then  wa<t  amply  snffident  soft  parts  to 
cnrcr  the  hone,  there  was  union  by  the 
hrst  intention  through  the  whole' inei- 
■ioB,  and  there  woala  hafe  been  «  very 
good  stump  but  for  the  occurrence  of  ery- 
«iyH'!a<i,  with  its  accompanying  constitu- 
tional disturbance.  The  consetjuence  of 
this  was  an  immediate  abaorption  of  the 
uniting  medium,  nnd  retracrinn  of  the  soft 
parts,  with  a  foul  and  slooghy  cavity.  I 
teeoUect  another  case,  in  which,  a*  few 
diPfs  after  amputation  of  the  thigh,  a  foul 
wound  of  the  same  kind  was  formed  with 
out  erysipelas,  the  consequence  of  which 
was  a  timUar  contraetkm  of  the  moseles. 
In  a  few  days  the  constitutional  disturb- 
ance ceased,  and  th(  wnnnd  cleaned,  and 
the  stump  could  ugaiu  be  rtfodily  covered 
wftfwtttanffovoeL  Ahont  three  weeks  after 
th5<!,  sccnndury  abscesses-  formed  in  the 
liver,  and  then,  while  the  wound  was  quite 
hmlthy,  and  granulating  well,  the  oomti- 
tntionnl  dieturbance*Gau8ed  bjjr  the  inter 
nal  suppuration,  euu^'d  retraction  of  the 
stump  a  second  time,  vi  bich  again  ceused 
iNlbffe  his  afaeeeis  in  the  Hver  carried  hkn 
off.  You  will  easily  understand,  there- 
fore, why  retraction  of  the  soft  partn  is 
more  frequent  when  am|Hitation  has  been 
nerfonncd  for  diseaee,  than  when  it  is 
done  in  consequence  of  Hccidcnt ;  the  irri- 
tatien,  or  hectic,  in  the  former  cas^  tend- 
Infr  t0tlie  ptodnotion  of  thia  oeenmnee, 
which  a  person  in  a  state  of  health  avoids, 
thauirh  the  operation  be  equally  well  |»er- 
furmed,  and  there  is  exactly  tlie  same 
proportioB  of  tlw  integnmoiti  and  other 
soft  parts. 

Now  if  retraction  does  take  place,  it  is 
no  use  whatever  to  draw  the  integuments 
fordUy  Unaui  in  older  to  bring  the  sur- 
faces together :  wait  till  the  state  of  the 
system  alters,  and  you  have  got  rid  of  the 
initatioA  wnidi  pindniel  via  ratinetSoii, 
and  then  you  will  probably  be  able  to 
close  the  wound  again  n"  well  as  at  first. 
This  was  nearly  the  case  you  saw  in 


Johntott  in  n  ftw  days,  even  whbou^  Ike 
erj'xipelas  continued  in  other  parts  of  dbe 
body  for  40  long  a  time.  In  this  particnlar 
case,  however,  although  a  pretty  good 
■tamp  miKbt  nltimately  have  been  IbeinaJL 
vet  it  could  not  have  been  done  very  t-a.sily, 
because  the  erysipelas  had  caused  sutstr 
thickening  and  condensation  of  the  mas 
des  and  cellular  tissue,  and  had  prodncsid 
also  a  little  sloughing  of  the  skin  at  on^ 
part  of  the  wound.    This  was  n?adjJy 
stopped  indeed  b?  elUorine  and  tinotoie  tsT 
benzoin  ;  hut  still  T  tlidui^ht  it  better  t« 
hasten  the  fdlinty  up  ot  the  wound,  and 
ensure  a  still  Ijctter  iitumit  by  it^ovitije 
idmot  an  indi  of  the  end  of  the  bc»ie,  nnd 
the  rather  1>eenuse  n  little  portion  of  one 
side  of  the  bone  would  ultimately  exfoliate. 
This  little  operation  eonld  be  done  at  this 
period  withoat  anj  diflknlty  whatewf;  tf» 
gmnidntlons  upon  the  )v>nf  fwhich  wei^ 
vcr)'  exuberant,  and  formed  a  coosiderablr 
projecCfen  ften  tiM  c— eeikwa  eli  mture,} 
being  just  cut  through,  and  the  end  of  the 
hone  ^awn  olT.     The  stump  was  still  at 
that  time  foul  j  but  under  our  gpreen  div&»- 
in|r<^d  other  application* ii  now,  heaiinf 
fi\st.    {Jnhnsfvn  hus,  in  fart,  n<;  well  as  the 
Other  two  patients,  since  left  the  hospital 
with  a  Tery  good  stump.) 

The  last  oc-currence  which  I  will  detain 
vnu  by  alluding  tfi  i<;  the  necasional  i  \fi». 
iiati<m  of  the  end  of  the  bone  in  the  stuuip, 
wbddi  will  Hdte  place,  no  doubt,  sonw. 
times  when  there  is  nothing  wrong  in  the 
oi>erat!on,  Init  which  may,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, be  prevented  by  attending  to  these 
circumstances.    When  a  person  has  enf. 
fered  fnmi  huig  illnes«.  or  when  th'-  h,  t^c 
which  is  to  be  cut  across  has  been  intlsuiied, 
the  perioetenm  becomes  less  doeely  at- 
tached to  the  bone,  and  during  the  opera- 
tion it  is  liable  to  he  toni  awnv  fr««in  its 
extremity.  Thus,  1  rather  exiKcud  a  little 
eafoliatien  of  bone  ftom  obserrinK  dds 
fact  in  Johnson  at  the  time  of  the  «>i»cra- 
tion,  as  there  was  some  dilficulty  in  s<  ciir 
ing  uU  the  vessels,  and  there  was  a  good  deal 
of  spasmodic  action  of  the  mosclee.  In 
Chandler,  also,  a  little  jntrtion  i»f  h<-no 
was  exposed  for  the  same  reason,  but  the 
bone  bein^  more  vasenlar — being,  in  fart, 
•i^id  thmughout  in  consequence  of  inflam- 
mation, no  part  appeared  to  die  from  the 
exposure.    Another  cause,  I  am  inclined 
tothin1r,of  exfolintieii  after  amputation  is 
the  too  rapid  motion  i>f  the  •>  iw,  ^s  ^ii.  h  i* 
itself  suti^cient  to  excite  intloinmatiou. 
Certain  it  is,  at  all  events,  that  from  some 
cause  or  other  the  death  and  exfolintion  of 
a  srrr\!l  ring  of  bone  is  not  ancommon, 
and  now  and  then  of  a  stiU  lai^ger  piece. 
1  have  seen,  far  tnetancc,  a  pieoe  of  bone  of 
several  inches  which  had  thus  exfoliated 
after  the  operation,  thongh  morectmiraonly 
it  is  only  a  small  ring  of  the  outer  surface 
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from  the  extremity  of  the  bone.  When  n 

piece  h  thus  felt  exposed  and  dead,  it 
should  not  in  the  leaKt  alter  your  treat 
ment  of  the  case :  kt  tiie  stutap  laul  a.H  far 
as  it  will :  a  little  ainos  will  remain  for  • 
tiinr,  nX  thv  Ixittom  of  w  hirl)  the  (Uad  bone 
is  leit,  or  a  projecting  uias8  of  fungous 
grannlntion  will  make  it  appear  likely 
tiiat  each  a  portion  exists,  though  you 
nmy  n<<t  !>•■  uhle  to  feel  it,  and  the  r\folia- 
tiun  will  cmiic  away  at  some  future  period, 
m  the  dead  piece  will  be  nbeoibed  j  but  in 
Mtiier  cMe  it  teldom  gi?ei  miieh  troubUk 


GLASGOW  ROYAL  INFIRMARY. 

ON  T8R  HOBBIO  BKLAROSlfBlIT  OF  THB 
CLiTOEIS  AND  HYUWUM. 

.1  sHAT.T.  not  now  cntej  into  any  drtails 
regarding  the  congeuital  de?iatiuus  from 
the  natural  appeanmoe  and  eiae  wfaicb 
tbnc  ports  <>cea.siunally  exhibit^  bat  diaU 
content  myself  with  shortly  narrating 
such  cfi»es  of  morbid  enlargement  as  have 
presented  ihenudTes  to  mv  notice^  nnd 
liavc  required  surgical  interference. 

Case  I. — Chmnic  Knlargemmt  ot  the  C/i- 
tori$  ami  Xtjmphu — Amputation  of  the  /wirl*—- 
Cure. — Mrs.  31.,  a»t.  25,  ailinitted  January 
21,  1832.  The  eliloris  formed  a  lar^e 
peadulouA  and  pyrifornt  luiuor»  the  pedicle 
of  whidi  was  as  tliiek  as  the  Ummo,  and 
could  be  traced,  in  its  enlarged  state,  for 
more  than  an  inch  under  the  pubes.  The 
nympha>  were  also  considerably  elongated, 
^thickened,  and  had  a  warty  appeerance; 
and  they,  as  well  as  the  elitoris,  were  ro- 
Tcred  by  a  thin,  smooth,  and  pale, 
coloured  cuticle.  The  disease  began  two 
and  a  half  years  a(|^  six  months  after  &he 
Iind  !i  syphilitic  sore  on  the  right  nymplM, 
whiiii  h^le<l  under  nn  rcury. 

The  history,  progress,  and  appearance of 
the  tum«»rs,  were  conclusive  as  to  their 
non  malitriiar.t  y  ;  tin  y  were,  therefore, 
amputated  on  ihc  '2ik[.  'I  he  nymphae  and 
clitoris  were  pulled  out  as  far  as  p(tssible 
from  the  j>nbes,  the  cxtrmal  labia  held 
aside  by  an  a'tidstantfatid  the  part^  dirided 
close  to  tlieir  base;  during  which  she 
seemed  to  feel  exquisite  pain.  Three  ves. 
sels  were  lied,  tin*  w(.iiTid  was  covered  with 
lint,  and  a  '1'  bandage  a]>plied ;  the  parts 
grannlated,  and  soon  cicatrized. 

On  making  a  section  of  the  parts,  it 
xfns  found  that,  in  place  of  their  naturally 
loose  and  i»pougy  texture,  they  were  firm 
•Ddcompnet,  bat  not  otherwiee  nefbidly 

chani^cd 

When  the  clitoris  and  nymnha;  are  so 
elongated  as  to  project  beyond  the  labia, 
their  natural  appearance  is  oescroyed,  their 
fuctional  fcusihility  impaired,  and  they 
•obtAin  a  covering  of  thin  opaqne  cutide. 


This  <juyAge  would  lend  to  tho  beUe^  that 
nt  one  time  the  affeeted  parts  had  been  in 

n  state  of  nlremtion,  rmd  that  their  pccn 
iiar  appearance  depended  on  recent  cicath- 
cation.  This  is,  howeter,  not  alwmfs  Ae 
case;  fur  altlioiiifh  these  mdrtiid  (  nlartre 
roents  are  often  aflVcted  wiih  siiperlieial 
ulceration,  yet,  in  general,  the  change  in 
the  api>earance  and  structure  of  their  ex- 
ternal eoverinif  is  to  br  attributed  to  thf* 
exposure  and  irritation  tHxanoned  by  their 
extemal  position,  and  to  the  want  of  the 
moisture  by  which  they  were  formerly  lu- 
bricated. They  thus  become  drA-  and 
smooth,  and  the  fine  mucous  membrane 
whieh  originally  coverad  them  leees  its 
natural  apjn  nranco,  structure,  and  secret- 
ing power,  and  is  converted  into  an  opaque 
and  insensible  cuticle. 

In  the  following  case,  from  thr  h>nc^ 
continuance  of  fluor  aibus,and  inattention 
to  cleanliness,  ezeorintions  took  place; 
chronic  inflammation  of  the  nymphae  and 
clitoris  was  excited;  these  parts  enlarged 
slowly,  projw:ted  beyond  the  labia,  and, 
•Iter  sefen  giowth,  they  wen  fonnd 
haanng  doim  to  nenr  the  middle  of  the 
tbigos. 

CxHV^  2. — Knlargtd  Clitaru  mui  A  vft^ir 
luccessfuUy  extirpated.  —  Mrs.  P.,  «9t.  46: 
February  14,  1827.  The  clitoris,  which 
had  been  slowly  increasing  in  size  for  about 
seren  years,  was  nearly  <^ht  indiee  long, 
and  of  a  pyrifonn  shape.  The  pedicle  waa 
soft,  as  thick  as  the  wrist,  and  trarersed 
by  varicose  reins,  whilst  the  most  depend- 
ing part  (if  the  tumor  was  iuudynodttUted, 
and  fully  the  size  of  two  fists.  The  nym- 
pha>  hung  alongside  the  pedicle  for  two 
and  a  half  inches  :  they  were  irregular  on 
the  surface,  covered  hy  a  thin  white  cuticle, 
and  had  a  fleshy  feel.  The  inner  surface  of 
the  labia  was  covered  by  small  tubercles, 
eieh  being  about  the  sice  of  a  split  pea, 
and  seated  immediately  under  the  mucous 
membrane.  On  the  20th,  fh»'  diseased 
parli»  were  amputated;  the  hu;morrhage 
was  profuse,  but  was  anested  by  the  ap< 
plication  of  five  lii^atnres  ;  a  catheter  was 
introdnced,  and  retained  in  the  bladder  for 
several  dajs.  When  the  wound  began  to 
gninalate,  the  urine  was  doily  drawn  off ; 
hy  whieh  nn-.ms,  the  healini,'  of  the  parts 
was  accelerated,  and  complete  cif^Omation 
effected  in  about  three  wedu.  I  have 
lately  seen  tliis  woman,  and  a.scertained 
that  -  lif  i«  in  ir<iod  health,  fiTul  has  not  had 
aiiythrcaLciiijig  of  a  return  ot  ilic  disease. 

The  dl  leased  parts  were  of  a  solid 
fihnni?,  texture;  and  tlie  nodules,  whieh 
occasioned  the  irregularity  on  the  lower 
pnrt  of  the  clitoris,  were  situated  imme- 
aiatelj  under  the  intcatiaf  integument, 
and  seemed  to  he  in  some  msaitirp **i»<in5*^ 
from  the  general  tumor. 
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The  clitoris  of  Hhe  female,  as  well  as  the 
penis  of  the  male,  may  be  afitf  fid  with 
cancer.  When  the  crura  are  euiargcd,  in- 
dumted,  imgnlar,  and  painful,  we  may 

rest  assured  tliat  the  dist  use  is  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  knife;  especially  when  the 
pendulous  part  of  the  tumor  exhibits  the 
diaraeten  of  cafcinoma.  I  was  present, 
several  years  ago,  at  an  operation  for  the 
remoral  of  a  cancerous  clitoris:  in  Uiis 
case,  the  nymphsft  were  not  alfiected.  The 

rtatient  was  secured  as  for  the  operation  of 
ilhotomy,  and  an  attempt  made  t<>  rcmore 
the  diseased  crura.  After  a  paiuiul  and 
protracted  dissection,  daring  which  the 
patient  lost  about  a  pound  of  blood,  it  was 
found  inipossil)le  to  remove  all  the  affected 
parts,  in  a  few  weeks,  a  small  fungous 
tumor  began  to  pntject  immediately 
above  the  meatus  nriTiariu*; :  it  irradnally 
enlaxged;  occasiout^d  acute  patu;  bled 
profnaelT;  and  altimately  produced  death. 
We  ought  to  recollect,  however,  that,  in  a 
simple,  beniijn  enlargement  of  the  clitoris, 
the  crura  may  also  be  affected ;  but  that 
this  ought  not  to  militate  against  the  am* 
pnt:ition  of  the  diseased  parts;  for  if  the 
crura  be  divided,  and  allowed  to  remain^ 
they  will  soon  shrink  and  disappear*. 

THE  LATE  DR.  ALDERSON, 

OF  HULL. 

An  admirably-executed  statve  of  this  la- 
mented physician  has  been  set  uji  in  front 
of  the  Infirmary,  at  Hnll.  It  is  said  to  be 
one  nf  Wfstttr'tr  ott's  finest  performances. 
On  uncovering  tlie  statue — a  ceremonial 
which  took  nwce  on  lAie  Idtfa  instant,  be- 
ing the  fonrtn  anniverBary  of  the  Doctor's 
de.ith —  several  speeches  were  pronounced 
by  way  of  etoge  on  the  deceased,  and  ex- 
nreisire  of  the  satisfsction  of  the  snbscii. 
bers  in  haviiitj  eontribiitcd  to  the  erection 
of  so  splendid  and  lasting  a  testimonial. 

PROFBSSOR  SONNERBERG. 

PftOPBssoR  SoNKsaBBRo,  of  Lond  Uni- 
versity, who  has  i^s^^cd  the  summrr  in 
London,  with  the  view  of  observiug  the 
medical  institutions  in  this  metropolis,  and 
English  literatore  with  regard  the  to  medical 
sciences,  retrmtpd  to  Sweden  on  the  17th 
inst.  vid  Hambui^,  after  a  visit  to  Oxford. 

LITERARY  INTELLIGENCE. 

In  the  press,  Sorgtcal  EfsayB,ihe  resolt 

of  clinical  ()b.«^rvations  made  at  Guy's 
Hospital.   By  Bransby  B.  Cooper,  F.  R.  S. 
Surgeon  (»f,  and  Lecturer  ou  Anatomy  at, 
Guy's  Hospital. 
In  the  press,  the  Anatomy  of  the  Unman 

•  MMfwrlaae**  llo#piial  Report*. 


Eye,  being  anaoooont  of  the  History,  Pn^- 
grew,  and  present  State  of  kn<>w]f«!{re  of 
the  Organ  of  Vi!»ion  in  31an.  By  Joim 
Dalrymple,  Amistant  Snigeon  to  tlie  Opli< 
thalmic  Infinnaxy. 
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Kipt  at  Ed.monton,  Lalitttde  51**  57'  3«**  H. 
Longitude  0"  3'  51"  W.  of  Gremtcieh, 
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Wind  variable,  9.  E>  prevalltns. 
Except  the  2la|,  genctally  ctoadyj  rain  on  tb« 
19th  and  24th. 
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Ueber  die  Tiansftislon  des  Blntes  und 

die  Infu^htn  der  Arzeneien;  von  J.  F. 
Dieflenhach,  \t.  *!.w.    Berlin  1833. 

A  Compendious  liistorj  of  the  Small- 
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Outlines  of  Hotany.  Ry  Prof.  Bnniett, 
of  king's  College. 
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mate Cause.    By  Philip  L.  Phillips,  M.I). 

A  New  Exposition  of  tlio  Functions  of 
the  Nerves.    By  James  W.  Earle,  Esq. 

NOTICE. 
"  ScarifiGmtor**  i^uld  give  his  nam 
when  he  pretends  to  vouch  for  Diets. 

EnnATiTM.— Pi^ps  887,  eol.  S,  and  p.  82H» 
«.        •*fignw  »  fSMd  face.** 

W.  WiMOW,  Printer,  .V.  :»kti|D«r'SlR«f|,  Loptkf; 
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with  an  account  of  a  case  in  which  a  liv- 
ing cysticercus  was  detected  in  the  ante- 
rior chamber,  LLL 

Animals,  diseased,  M.  liuzard's  report  on 
the  oxposinpr  for  sale  the  flesh  of,  7 10. 

Annaies  d'hygieno  publique  et  de  medccinc 
legale,  critical  analysis  of  the,  257.  741. 

Antimony,  tartarixcd,  on  the  treatment  of 
inflammation  of  the  lungs  by  large  do^es 
of,  lALL 

Anus,  artificial,  Mr.  Benington  on  a  case  of, 

successfully  treated,  496. 
Anus,  cases  of  prolapsus  of  the,  cured  by 

Mr.  Hey's  operation,  846. 
Aorta,  aneurism  of  the.  Dr.  Elliotson  on,  410. 
  Mr.  Humpagc  on  a  case  of  rupture  of 

the,  into  tl»e  pericardium,  531. 
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Apbthsp,  Dr.  Elliotiion  on       treatment  of, 

Apbonia,  Dr.  ElHotflon  on,  42x 

Apocynum  canQabiiium,  Dr.  Black  on  the, 
and  its  medicinal  properties,  862. 

Apothecaries'  Act,  editorial  observations  on 
the  contpmplatcd  change  in  the,  18i8  j 
proposed  remedy  for  defects  in  the,  209  ; 
suggested  improvements  in  the,  by  Maxilla 
Inferior,  tf09.  §53.  ;  appeal  to  the 
profession  respecting  the  proposed  altera- 
tion in  the,  9S'A  ;  on  certain  imperfections 
in  the  act  of  1815,  254 ;  suggested  amend- 
ments of  the,  by  Amicus,  1 ;  resolutions 
on  the  subject  of,  passed  at  a  meeting  of 
the  *•  Associated  Geaeial  Practitioners," 
567 ;  Maxilla  Inferior  on  certain  imper- 
fections in  the  act  of  1815,  359  ;  remarks 
on  the  apprenticeship  clause  in  the,  467 . 

Apothecaries,  Bill  for  better  regulating  the 
practice  of,  throughout  England  and  Wales, 
330;  the  amended,  ediiorial  observations 
on,  394 ;  notice  of  the  postponement  of 
the,  36^ 

■  the  Scotch,  petitions  against, 

from  Macclesfield,  361  ;  from  Wake&eld, 
S9& ;  from  Bradford,  399.;  from  Hall,  ib. ; 
from  Birmingham,  ib. ;  from  the  president 
and  fellows  of  ibe  King  and  Queen's  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  in  Ireland,  iiii^;  from 
Bath,  510;  notice  of  the  withdrawal  of 
the,  475 ;  extracts  from  tho  votes  of  the 
HouAe  of  Commons  respecting,  507. 

•'■   memorial  of  the  Society  of, 

to  Lord  Melbourne,  21S  ;  defence  of  the 
Company,  in  reply  to  Maxilla  Inferior, 
38  9. 

—  reform — remarks  on  Maxilla 

Inferior,  by  Molaris, 

—  ■   must  examine  M.D.'s, 

Apprenticeship  system,  remarks  on  the,  4!;;9. 

Arm  and  fore-arm,  Mr.  Grantham  on  a  new 
form  of  splints  for  tlie,  53^. 

Amott,  Mr.  on  a  case  of  cesophagotomy,  28 ; 
on  disf  ases  of  the  eye,  25* 

Arrowsmith,  Dr.  on  self-supporting  dispen- 
saries, with  an  account  of  that  establish- 
ed at  Coventry,  426. 

Arsenic,  Mr.  Mackenzie  on  the  utility  of,  in 
choroiditis,  IS* 

— —  on  the  ]>resence  of,  in  the  material 
of  test  tubes,  4no. 

■  account  of  the  preparations  of,  em- 
ployed by  M.  Dupuytren  in  the  treatment 
of  malignant  ulcers,  512. 

Arteries,  M.  Dupuytren  on  the  ligature  of, 

Artery,  fiubclavian,  ligature  of  the,  perform- 
ed with  success,  for  a  false  consecutive 
aneurism  of  the  axillary  artery,  885. 

axillary,  ligature  of  the,  for  aneurism 
of  the  subclavian,  B57. 

Articulation,  scapnlo-humeral,  M.  Dupuy- 
tren on  a  case  of  caries  of  the,  692. 

Ascites,  Dr.  Elliotsoo  on.  iLi2* 


Ashbnmer,  Dr.  on  the  medicinal  virtues  of 

the  smilax  aspera,  350. 
— —  —  on  the  teeth      -ft  source  of 

health  or  disease,  4*25. 

Asphyxia  and  death,  M.Sardaillon  on  a  ca.5<: 
of,  firom  exposure  to  the  fumes  of  ignited 
charcoal,  with  remarks  on  the  presvimp- 
tion  of  survivorship,  7 (37. 

Association,  provincial  medical,  the  first  vo- 
lume of  the  transactions  of.  reTiewed.  431. 

■  notice  of  the  anDiTersATf 

meeting  of  the,  at  Bristol,  .'}91. 

Asthma,  Dr.  Elliotson  on, 

Atkinson,  Mr.  on  a  case  of  feline  monstrosi- 
ty, 
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Babiogton,  Dr.  notice  of  the  death  of,  I  '^T. 
■  -    ■  character  of,  by  Dr.  Bright, 

—  — -'b,  Dr.  W.  G.  translation  of  Dr. 
Hecker  on  the  Black  Death  in  the  Foor- 
teentb  Century,  reviewed, 

Badham,  Professor,  on  the  privileges,  por- 
poses,  and  prospects  of  medicine — a  frag- 
ment from  a  valedictory  lecture  to  the 
students  of  the  University  of  Glasgow, 

  Dr.  David,  on  the  anticipatioo  of 

modem  discoveries  in  medicine  ia  the 

works  of  ancient  authors, 
  Dr.  John,  some  sccoont  by,  of  the 

diseases  usually  treated  in  Montserrat, 

238.4iilL 

Baglivi,  M.  the  opinions  of,  on  the  use  of 

cantharides,  804. 
Baird,  Dr.  editorial  observations  on  the  al- 
leged breach  of  profewional  delicacy  by, 
508,  870. 

Bandage,  Mr.  Allen  on  the  use  of  the,  in 

parturition,  I'iS. 

  Dr.  Waller  on  the  same,  goi. 

Battley,  Mr.  observations  by,  on  the  colcLi- 

cum  aotumnale,  '162. 
Beings,  organi;sed,  exceeding  minateness  of, 

Belinayo,  Mr.  on  the  medicinal  virtues  of 
smilax  aspera,  353. 

Bell,  Dr.  on  a  simple  mode  of  reducing  a 
dislocation  of  the  shoulder.  642. 

Bennington,  Mr.  on  a  case  of  artificial  anus, 
successfully  treated,  496. 

Berry,  Mr.  Crove,  account  by,  of  a  labour 
case,  with  peculiar  presentation,  46± 

Bile,  Mr.  Phillips  on  the  secretion  and  tises 
of  the,  49,  421. 

Black,  Dr.  on  the  influence  of  physical  ha- 
bits and  emplovroent  on  the  size  of  dif- 
ferent classes  of  men,  143. 

—————  on  the  apocynum  cannabinum, 
and  its  Medicinal  properties,  Bikl  \  on 
chloric  acid,  8ii:i. 
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Blackmore,  Dr.  do(m  by,  of  the  late  Dr. 
Gregory's  lectures  on  dyspepsia,  hypo- 
choudiiaais,  and  chlorosis,  752,  759. 

DIadder,  Mr.  Coulson  on  iuQummatioD  of 
the,  with  cases,  665. 

-  ulceration  of  the,  with  effusion  of 
urine  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  fttfi. 

-  Dr.  Elliotson  on  the  symptoms  of 
stone  in  the,  Ri7  ;  general  morbid  anato- 
my  of  the, 

accouut  of  a  case  in  which  a  fe- 


male catheter  accidentally  slipped  into 
the,  in  drawing  off  the  water,  837. 

Blood,  coaguhited.  Dr.  Henry  Julmson  on 
the  consistence  of,  797. 

— —  transfusion  of.  Dr.  Schneemanu  on  a 

successful  CSUiii  of, 

'       chemical  analysis  of  the  serum  of,  by 

Messrs.  Brett  and  Bird,  494. 
^  —  Mr.  Rees  on  the  presence  of  urea  in 

the,  676, iiiii. 
— -  Messrs.  Brett  and  Bird  on  the  same, 

Bloxara,  Mr.  on  a  case  of  dislocation  of  the 
hip,  with  fracture  of  the  thigh,  7U2. 

Books,  analyses  and  notices  of : — Dr.  Bab- 
ington's  trnnsJation  of  Dr.  Ilecker  on  the 
Black  Death  iu  the  Fouriecnth  Century, 
&li  i  Mr.  Tod  on  the  anatomy  and  physio- 
logy of  the  organ  of  hearing,  1^ ;  Mr. 
Mayo's  outlines  of  human  physiology, 
IM;  Mr.  Uees's  translation  of  lierztlius's 
analysis  of  inorganic  bodies,  liil ;  Ross's 
illustrations  of  the  mechanism  of  parturi* 
tiou,  18'2  ;  anualt's  d'bygicoe  publique  et 
de  medecme  legale,  252  ;  Dr.  Granville's 
illustrations  of  abortion,  &c.  2a2 ;  cyclo- 
paedia of  practical  medicine,   part  xti. 
32Ii;  G  raves  and  .Morries'  Horiub  Medi- 
cu*,  3^;  Forster's  dissector,  ib. ;  Mr. 
Fletcher  on  the  influence  of  the  mind  on 
the  body,  S92 ;  transactions  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Medical  Association,  vol  i  l^il ; 
ilecker's  JohannisCaii  Brilannii  de  epbe. 
niera  Britanuica  liber,  435  ;  M.  Vel|>eau's 
embryolugse.  &c.  ib. ;  Mr.  Russell  on  the 
trsiicles,  ^  ;  M.  Velpeau's  Eoibryologie, 
(Sfd  noticf,"i  532  ;  Main's  vegetable  phy- 
siology. rySV ;  Mr.  Madden  on  the  infirmi- 
ties of  genius,  S2B ;  Dr.  Cas*all  on  the 
physiology  of  the  organ  of  hearing,  iLLi ; 
Mr.  Murray's  manual  of  experiments, 
617  ;  Mr.  Liddell  on  the  illuwions  of  the 
insane,  618 ;  RaApail's  organic  chemis- 
try, 644 ;  Mr.  Lawrence's  treatise  on  the 
eye.  111 ;  annales  d•hygi^ne  puhlique, 
&c.  Juillet,  7A1  i  cjclop;i:Jiu  of  practical 
medicine,  pan  xvii.  74»>;  Mr.  Mayo  on 
injuries  and  diseases  of  the  rectum,  77 '2. 

Bouiilaud,  M.  on  a  new  and  singular  variety 
of  hermaphrodism,  biL 

 clinical  remarks  by,  on  a  case 

of   intense    peripneumony  successfully 
treated,  51  J. 


Boumeau,  M. clinical  report  by,  of  acute  dis- 
eases treated  at  the  hospital  for  children 
in  Paris  during  ilie  first  three  months  of 
1833— Diseases  of  the  respiratory  system. 

Bowels,  Mr.  Eastcott  on  fatty  discharges 

from  the,  42^ 
Brain,  M.  Montault  on  a  remarkable  case 

of  hydatic  cyst  at  the  base  of  the,  BiL 
Bread,  M.  Orhia  on  the  detection  of  r>oison 

in,  257. 

Brett  and  Bird,  Meicsrs.  on  the  chemical 
constitution  of  urine  iu  various  diseases 
385, 

 chemical  analysis  by,  of 

the  serum  of  the  blood,  494. 

 chemical  analysis  by,  of 

the  serum  and  urine  in  anasarca,  567. 

  ■  chemical  analysis  by,  of 

the  fluid  of  a  hydrocele,  764. 

on  uiea,   nitro- stearic 


acid,  &c«  in  reply  to  Mr.  G.  O.  Rees, 

ao:>. 

Bridges,  Mr.  Brunei's  mode  of  constructing 
the  arches  of,  30. 

Bright,  Dr.  on  the  character  of  the  late  Dr. 
Babington,  264. 

-"  —  on  the  functions  of  the  abdomen, 
and  some  of  the  diagnostic  marks  of  its 
disease,  28ii  311^  ^45,  378. 

Bronchocele,  Dr.  Elliotson  on,  1 ;  its  ety- 
mology, ib. ;  symptoms  of,  ib ;  females 
most  liable  to  it,  ib. ;  period  at  which  it 
u^ualIy  commences,  ib. ;  a  frequent  ac- 
companiment of  cretinism,  2;  liability  of 
brutes  to,  ib. ;  causes,  ib. ;  treatment,  ±^ 

Bronchitis,  Dr.  Elliotson  on,  70^  22 ;  chro- 
nic, 9H. 

Brockedon,  Mr.  on  the  uses  of  caoutchouc, 
and  more  especially  its  application  to  the 
manufacture  of  clastic  web,  479. 

Brown,  Mr.T.  on  a  severe  case  of  low  fever, 
1()6. 

on  the  insecurity  of  vaccina- 


tion, -^17. 


on  the  treatment  of  burns. 


Brunei's  (Mr  )  mode  of  constructing  the 

arches  of  bridges,  3IL 
Brush,  anodyne  metallic  or  galvanic,  for 

the  cure  of  neuralgic  affections,  M.  Hil- 

denbrand's  description  of,  125. 
Bulmau's,  Mr.  cases  of  bay  fpver,  165. 
Buliuu.<,  congenital,  extraordinary  case  of. 

57S. 

Bum!«.  Mr.  Brown  on  the  treatment  of,  60P. 

Burjals,  weekly  accounts  of,  32^  61,  9( , 
128,  224,  272,  304,  336,  368,  4i)(K±ii  . 
480,  512,  544,  .^92,  624,  656,  o8U,  '72(', 
732,  784,  816,  848.  880. 

Bury,  Mr.  on  the  contagiousness  of  erysipe- 
las, 533;  reply  of,  to  Mr.  Ellin's  oUciva- 
tions  on,  738. 
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Callus,  M.  Dupuytren  on  tlio  formation  of, 
and  the  mode  of  remedying  it  when  dis- 
eased or  deformed, 

Crilvert,  I>r.  on  dispeiusary  associations,  aZZ. 

Calamine,  Mr.  George  on  the  use  of,  in 
confluent  small-pox,  ()7 1 . 

Calculi,  the  occasional  presence  of,  in  the 
Btomuch,  noticed  by  Dr.  Klliotson,  rvl6. 

 urinary,  Dr.  Klliotson  on,  7;>7. 

Cantharides,  Dr.  Hastings  on  )»oisoning  by, 

  Baglivi's  opinion  of,  8Q  L 

Caoutchouc,  Mr,  Brockedon  on  the  uses  of, 
and  more  especially  its  opplication  to  the 
manufacture  of  the  elastic  web,  179. 
Capsules,  renal.  Dr.  Klliotson  on  disv^ase  of 

Carbuncle,  Mr.  Ewen  on  a  complicated  cose 
of.  2hU 

Carditis,  Dr.  Elliotson  on,  SLa. 

Caries,  M.  Dupuytren  on  a  case  of,  of  the 
scapulo-bumeral  articulaton,  62^2. 

Cartmael,  Mr.  on  recent  improvements  in 
tho  manufacture  of  salt,  iiiL 

Carrick,  Dr.  extract  from  tho  address  of,  at 
the  ine*  ting  of  the  Provincial  Association 
at  Brifilol,  (i  J1. 

Cassis,  M.  Vidal  de,  on  a  case  in  which  he 
extracted  a  pin  from  the  urethra,  by  tho 
tour  de  maitre,  iiliL 

Caswall,  Dr.  on  the  physiology  of  the  organ 
of  hearing,  reviewed,  015. 

Catarrh,  Dr.  Elliotson  on,  Ca* 

Catheter,  case  in  which  a,  accidentally  slip- 
ped into  the  bladder,  in  drawing  off  the 
water,  8.17. 

Chatto,  Afr.  on  the  uncertainty  of  the  dura- 
tion of  labour,  QQIm 

Charities,  medical,  and  self-supporting  dis- 
pensaries, editorial  observations  on,  714. 

Chemistry,  organic,  M.  Raspails  system  of, 
reviewed,  6-t  t. 

Chevalier,  Mr.  on  vaccination  in  hooping- 
cough,  3^1. 

Cbevreul,  M.  on  a  particular  class  of  muscu- 
lar movements,  QSIa 

Chipman,  Mr.  on  an  improved  truss,  Q3h^ 

Chlorine,  oa  the  internal  use  of,  in  nervous 
fever,  21^- 

Choroiditis,  Mr.  Mackenzie  on  the  utility  of 
arsenic  in,  13± 

Cholera,  epidemic.  Dr.  Elliotson  on  the,  625. 
'  in  Portugal,  notice  respecting,  ; 
queries  respecting,  513 ;  malignant,  no- 

■  tice  of  the  reappearance  of  cases  of,  in  the 
metropolis,  47 iS ;  Dr.  Juuicsou's  reply  to 
three  queries  respecting,  6l4  ;  Mr.  Coy's 
reply  to  the  same,  notice  of  the 

government  arrangements  respecting,  fiiiQ; 
progress  of,  680, 719 ;  the  new  prevention 
act,  ib. ;  state  of,  in  the  metropolis,  747  ; 
notice  of  the  decrease  of,  777 ;  Eagli&h, 


Dr.  Elliotson  on,  fil)Q ;  Mr.  Rum$ey  on 
-  the  motion  of  the  limbs  and  increoj&evl 
temperature  after,  ft.jt* ;  stale  of  ibe  me- 
tropolis with  regard  to, 
Circulation,  placental,  Mr.  Marson  on  the 
the,  6.U. 

Clendinning,  Dr.  on  the  present  state  of 

toxicology,  4-U). 
Clitoris  and  nympha^.  Dr.  Macfarlane  on 

morbid  enlargement  of  the,  879. 
College  of  p!iy?icians,  papers  read  at  the— 
Dr.  D.  B;idl»:im  on  the  anticipation  of 
modern  discoveries  in  medicine  ia  the 
works  of  ancient  authors,  ^  ;  Sir  Henry 
Halford  on  the  deaths  of  some  illustrious 
persons  of  antiquity,  301 ;  Dr.  Clendin- 
ning on  tho  present  state  of  toxicology-, 
MIL 

Colleges  of  physicians  and  surgeons,  and  so- 
ciety of  apothecaries,  parliamentAry  order 
regarding,  4-tfl. 
Colchicum  autnmnale,  Mr;  Battley's  obser- 
vations on,  4£±, 
Colic,  Dr.  Elliotson  on,  .549. 
Collier,  Mr.  on  a  case  of  eolargemeot  of  tho 
tongue,  6A1^ 

- —  on  a  case  of  rupture  of  the  duo- 
denum, 7  ("'6. 
Colon,  case  in  which  crystals  were  found  on 

the  surface  of  the,  214. 
Commission  de  lunatico,  extracts  from  the 
professional  evidence  in  the  case  of  L<}rd 
Kingston,  621. 
ConcouTs  system,  editorial  obserrations  on 

the  working  of  the,  1^3. 
■  notice  of  a  public  (1}  meeting  in  fa- 

vour of  the,  182. 
—  ■  -■  ■■  decorous  doings  of  the, 

at  Paris,  notice  of  the  appoint- 


ment of  M.  Rostan  to  the  chair  of  cliniquc 

interne,  512. 
Conduction,  electrical,  Dr.  Faraday  on  a  new 

law  of,  479. 
Concretions,  gastro-intestinal.  Dr.  Elliotson 

on,  527. 

Comeitis,  scropbulous,  of  both  eyes,  25. 

Cornea,  specks  on  the,  M.  Dupuytren  on  the 
treatment  of,  478. 

Coroners'  inquests,  propriety  of  remunerat- 
ing medical  men  for  their  attendance  on, 
150. 

— — —  editorial  observations  on 

the  evidence  of  medical  practitioner8at,&Z:L 

Corporations,  medical,  and  the  apotheca- 
ries' bill,  editorial  article  on  the  subj^tof 
the, 

Cough,  spasmodic  and  nervous,  Dr.  Elliot- 
son on,  12fi. 

Coulson,  Mr.  on  inflammation  of  the  blad- 
der, 665. 

Cove,  Dr.  on  smilax  aspera,  501. 

Cox,  Dr.  Travers,  on  a  case  of  hydrophobia, 
835. 

Crane,  Dr.  on  a  case  of  gangrene  of  the 
lungs,  successfully  treated,  3^12, 
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Crampton,  Dr.  on  the  pathology  of  disloca- 
tion of  the  shoulder- joint,  24^. 

Crossf^,  Mr.  of  Norwich,  notice  of  the  pre- 
seutation  of  a  piece  of  a  piece  of  plate  to, 
by  his  pupils,  845. 

Croup,  Dr.  Elliotaon  on,  (i^ 

Cuvicr,  Baron,  notice  of  the  erection  of  o 
bust  in  the  Institute  at  Paris,  to  the  me- 
mory of,  541. 

Cyanosis,  Mr.  Spackman  on  a  case  of,  with 
an  account  of  the  morbid  appearances, 

Cyclops,  fcDtal,  case  of,  ZiiJL 

Cyst,  hytlaiic,  at  the  base  of  the  brain,  M. 

Moiituull  on  a  remaxkuble  case  of,  80. 
Cystitis,  Dr.  Klliotson  on,  819. 
Cystorrboca,  Dr.  Elliotson  on,  819. 


D. 

Darwall,  Dr.  announcement  of  (ho  death  of, 
tiRI  ;  biographical  sketch  of,  778. 

Deaf  and  dumb,  statistics  of  the,  i*63. 

Deaths,  a  registry  of  the  causes  of,  suggest- 
ed by  Dr.  Gregory,  12. 

DcKrees,  medical,  editorial  observations  on 
the  expediency  of  conferring  them  in  Lon- 
don, 604^  539. 

Dehane,  Mr.  on  a  case  of  traumatic  tetanus, 
successfully  treated  with  carbonate  of 
iron,  mL 

Desgeneites,  M.  notice  of  the  sudden  attack 
of,  uith  hemiplegia,  while  lecturing,  192. 

Diarrhtra,  Dr.  Alaclochlan  on,  4iL 

  Dr.  Elliotson  on,  ' 

Diabetes,  Dr.  KUiotson  on,  7L't3. 

Dilatation  of  the  heart,  Dr.  Klliolson  on, 
377.  401. 

Discharges,  fatty,  from  ihe  bowels,  Mr. 
Easicott  on,  42. 

Diseases,  acute,  M.  Uoumeou's  clinical  re- 
port of,  treated  at  the  hospital  for  chil- 
dren in  Paris  during  the  first  three  months 
of  1833,  167. 

Dispensary  associations,  Dr.  Calvert  on,  577. 

■   ■  Derby  self-supporting,  Mr.  Jones 

on,  with  remarks  on  the  system,  355. 

Dispensary,  Sheffield  public,  protest  of  the 
governors  of  the,  ap;r\inst  the  indiscrimi- 
nate reKcf  of  applicants,  841. 

Dispensaries,  self-supporting,  editorial  ob- 
servations on,  581.  714. 

 .  Dr.  Arrow- 
smith  on,  with  an  account  of  that  esta- 
blished at  Coventry,  4'i6. 

Discoveries,  modern,  in  medicine.  Dr.  Had- 
ham  on  the  anticipation  of,  by  ancient 
authors,  2Z. 

Dogmata,  surgical,  recapitulation  of,  by  the 
professor  of  anatomy  and  surgery  in  the 
university  of  Dublin,  H(>6. 

Drawing,  Mr.  Solly  on  the  advantages  of 
the  urt  of,  to  the  medical  btudeut,  809. 


Dropsy,  ovarian,  Dr.  Elliotson  on,  454. 

— —  —  case  related  by  Mr.  Cajsar 

Hawkins,  illustrativo  of  the  quantity  of 
fluid  secieted  in,  458. 

Duchatelet,  M.  on  the  effect  of  dust  and 
other  supposed  irritants  on  the  lungs,  7 Ifi. 

Duodenum,  Mr.  Collier  on  a  case  of  rupture 
of  the,  766. 

Dupuytren,  M.  clinical  observations  by ; — 
on  luxations  of  the  humerus,  2D }  on  a 
case  of  strangulation,  156  ;  on  grenouil- 
lette,  or  ranula,  with  an  account  of  a  new 
and  successful  mode  of  treatment,  139 ; 
on  fibro-cellulnr  tumors  of  the  uterus,  184  ; 
on  the  formation  of  callus,  and  the  mode 
of  remedying  it  when  diseased  or  deform- 
ed, 332  ;  on  fracture  of  the  lower  end  of 
the  radius,  simulating  dislocations  of  the 
wrist,  443 ;  on  gonorrliaal  ophthalmia, 
476 ;  on  the  treatment  of  specks  on  the 
cornea,  478  ;  on  inflammation  of  the  re- 
tina, ib. ;  on  a  case  of  caries  of  the  sca- 
pulo-humeral  articulation,  622  ;  on  hydro- 
cele and  its  principal  varieties,  602 ;  on 
the  treatment  of  goitre  by  setons,  719;  on 
the  ligature  of  the  principal  arteries,  823, 

—      ~  account  of  the  preparations 

of  arsenic  employed  by,  in  the  treatment 

of  malignant  ulcers,  512. 
Dust,  M.  Duchatelet  on  the  effocts  of,  and 

other  supposed  irritants,  on  the  lungs,  710. 
Dysentery,  practical  remarks  on,   by  Mr. 

Spence,  73.  113. 
•   acute  and  chronic,  Dr.  Elliotson 

on,  553. 

Dvs])opsia,  hypoclu^ndriasis,  and  chlorosis, 
notes  of  lectures  on,  by  the  late  Dr.  Gre- 
gory, 732.  759. 


E. 

Ear-ache,  Dr.  Elliotson  on,  31^ 

I^astcott,  Mr.  on  fatty  discharge  from  the 
bowels,  42a 

Edinburgh  surgeons,  editorial  o'bservations 
on  the  claims  of.  to  practise  as  apotheca- 
ries in  England.  326. 

Ehrenbcrg.  Professor,  some  account  of  the 
discoveries  by,  relative  to  the  structure 
and  functions  of  the  infusoria,  601. 

Ellin,  Dr.  on  the  contagion  of  erysipelas, 
65H. 

EUiotson's,  Dr.  lectures  on  the  theory  and 
practice  of  medicine; — Disfasfs  or  the 
TnnoAT — bronchocele,  1;  its  etymology, 
ib. ;  symptoms  of,  ib. ;  females  most  lia- 
ble to,  ib. period  at  which  it  usually  com- 
mences, ib.  ;  frequently  accompanies  cre- 
tinism, 2 ;  liability  of  brutes  to,  ib. ; 
causes,  ib.  ;  treatment,  1 ;  parotitis,  6 ; 
symptoms,  ib. ;  treatment,  ib.;  tonsiliiis, 
33 ;   attended  with  ulceration,  35j  cn- 
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largemenl  of  iho  loneils,  ib. ;  fociid  hreatb, 
arising  from  aflVctioos  of  the,  3fi ;  pus- 
tules on  tliti  tongue,  lips,  and  cheeks,  of 
infants,  ib. ;  aphthie,  ib. ;  ear-ache,  3Z ; 
pharyngitis,  ib. ;  stricture  of  the  oesopha- 
gus. 2ii ;  spasmodic  constriction  of  the 
oesophagus,  ib. ;  acute  laryngitis,  23 ; 
chronic  laryngitis,  H  ;  aphonia,  ^  ;  tra- 
clieilis,  or  croup,  6n ;  organic  affections 
of  the  larynx  and  trachea,  fiZ  ;  catarrh, 
6h ;  influenza,  02.     Diseases  of  tub 
Chest— bronchitis,  76^  22  ;  chronic  bron- 
chitis, 2& ;  peripneumonia,  Hi?9 ;  gan- 
grene of  the  lung^,   133 ;  ha:morrhagO 
from  the  air-passages,  l^jj  j  from  the  air- 
cells,  136;  asthma,  l£l  ;  catarrhus  asti- 
\'u»,  or  hay-ferer,  164 ;  hooping-cough, 
1 03  ;   spasmodic  cough,   mfi  ;  nervous 
cough,  ib. ;  phthisis  pulmonali?,  1 96,  225  ; 
acute  picuritis,  g73 ;   chruuic  pleuritis, 
275  {  pneumato-thorQx,3Qa  ;  hydro  pneu- 
mato-tliorax,  306 ;  tubercular  disease  of 
the  pleura,    ^iOiL     Diseases  op  the 
IIfart — acute  pericarditis,  310 ;  chronic 
pericarditis,  337  ;  disease  of  the  lining 
menibrano  of  the  heart,  .S38  ;  diseases  of 
the  valves,  3t<) ;  auscultatory  signs,  369  ; 
sounds  of  the  heart,  2Zi  >  diseases  of  the 
substance  of  the  heart,  37.5  ;  carditis,  ib. ; 
hypertrophy,  ib.  ;  dilatation,  377,  101 ; 
fineurism  of  the  heart,  40S ;  induration 
nud  softening,  406  ;  nbscest*ps  and  ulcera- 
tion, ib. ;  rupture  of  the  heart,  407  ;  of 
the  valves,  ib. ;  gangrene,  ib. ;  ossifica- 
tion, ib.  ;  ossification  of  the  coronary  ar- 
teries, 4£IB;  angina  pectoris,  ib. ;  other 
structural  diseases,  409 ;  cautions  as  to 
diagnosis,  ib. ;   aneurism  of  the  aorta, 
410  ;  acute  peritonitis,  449  ;  chronic  peri- 
tonitis, 4.51 ;  ascites,       ;  ovarian  dropsy, 
4.54 ;  tympanitis,  456 ;  diseases  of  the 
poncreas,  ib.  j   diseases  of  the  spleen, 
457  ;  diseases  of  the  liver,       ;  hepatitis, 
ib.  ;  jaundice,  486  ;   gall-stones,   490 ; 
diseases  of  the  gall-bladder,  4913  ;  morbid 
appearances  in  diseases  of  the  stomach, 
513}  acute  gastritis,  518 ;  chronic  gas- 
tritin,  520  ;  ulceration,  52A  ;  rupture,  521 ; 
echirrus,  5  L"> ;  calculi,  iilii  ;  hajmaieme- 
sis,  ib. ;  acute  enteritis,  548  ;  colic,  549  ; 
paralysis  after  lead  colic,  hhl  ;  acute  and 
throiiic  dysentery,  553  ;  diarrhrea,  593 ; 
<lischaige  of  fatty  matters  from  the  ali- 
mentary canal  and  urinary  organs,  596; 
gastro-inteslinal  concretions,  597  ;  En^- 
lish  cholera,  600 ;  epidemic  cholera,  6l\5  ; 
disorders  of  the  digestive  organs,  630. 
649  ;  worms.  689  ;  nephritis,  IHA  ;  ha:>ma- 
turia,  Zi22;  disease  of  the  renal  capsules, 
7i?5 ;  functional  diseases  of  the  ki  Ineys, 
ib. ;  ischuria,  ib. ;  diabetes,  726;  excess 
of  urea  in  the  urine,  753;  discharge  of 
fat,  754 ;  urinary  sediments,  ib. ;  urinary 
calculi,  7.57  ;  various  kinds  of,  "B.i ;  treat- 
rornt  cf,  7R7  ;  lithiasis,  aiZ  ;  symptoms 
ot  *tojK  iu  the-  blaJdi'i.ib. ;  cyMitjy,  8 1 9 ^ 


cystorrhfM,  ib.;  general  morbid  anatomy 
of  the  bladder,  8^0;  paralysis  of  the 
bladder,  ib  ;  disease  of  the  prostate,  831; 
gout,  821.  849;  rheumatism,  851 ;  coa- 
cluding  address,  855. 

Elliotsou,  Dr.  oa  glanders  in  the  human 
subject,  28^ 

Embrynlogie,  ou  ovologie  humaine,  M-  Vel- 
peau's  recent  work  on,  reviewed,  533^ 

England,  Dr.  on  the  necessity  of  a  parlia- 
mentary inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  me- 
dical profession,  498» 

English  and  Scotch  general  praclitionera, 
editorial  observations  upon  the  point  at 
which  they  are  at  issue,  iLLL 

Enteritis,  acute.  Dr.  Klliotson  on,  548j 

EntozoB,  Mr.  Lawrence  on  the  occurrence  of, 
in  the  eyes  of  man  and  of  other  vertebra- 
lia,  711, 

Esquirol,  M.  on  illusions  in  maniacs,  M2. 
Epidemics,  editorial  article  ou  the  influence 
of,  112. 

Erysipelas,  Dr.  Ellin  on  the  contagion  of, 

.   Mr.  Bury  on  the  contagioosnesa 

of.  533,  7M, 

  case  of,  of  the  head  and  face, 

with  ulceration  of  the  bladder,  and  eflfu- 
sion  of  urine  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdo- 
men, 816. 

Erysipelas,  Mr.  Cwsar  Hawkins  on  ulcera- 
tion of  the  knee-joint  from,  BZfi* 

Ewen,  Mr,  on  a  complicated  case  of  car- 
buncle, 951 . 

Evidence,  medical,  notice  by  Dr  King  of 
the  influence  of,  on  a  question  of  criminal 
respoiisibilitv,  BQ. 

Extremiiics,  Mr.  Grantham  on  new  forms  of 
splints  for  the,  6^26. 

Eye,  Mr.  Mackenzie  on  diseases  of  the,  18^ 
lliL 

 M.  Sanson*8  clinique  on  diseases  of  the, 

30,  6^ 

 Mr.  Amott  on  dispases  of  the,  9A. 

— —  Mr.  Middleroore  on  certain  forms  cf 
disease  of  the,  occurring  in  iudividuals 
who  were  suffering  from,  or  had  recently 
been  attacked  by,  cholera,  452. 

 •  Mr.  Lawrence's  treatise  on  diseases  of 

the,  reviewed,  711. 


F. 

Factory  bill,  notice  of  the  postponement  of 
the,  until  more  evidence  shall  have  been 
procured,  2Z. 

  commission,  correspondence  with 

the  secretary  of  state  on  the  propriety  of 
remunerating  medical  practitioners  for  in- 
formation required  of  them,  ^fi5- 

Factories'  rcgulotion  bill,  notice  of  the  de- 
feat of,  5^ 

Faraday,  Dr.  on  the  action  of  lime,  earboaic 
acid,  and  water,  on  each  other,  l^i^ 
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Faraday,  Dr.  on  a  new  law  of  electrical 

conduction,  479. 
Fasting,  two  extraordinary  cases  of,  521. 
Fat,  Dr.  Klliotson  on  the  discharge  of,  from 

the  alimentary  canal  and  urinary  organs, 

596^  Z5i. 

Fauces,  posterior,  source  of  haemorrhage 

from  ulcers  of  the,  olXL 
Femur,  necrosis  of  the,  clinicci  remarks  on, 
by  Mr.  Cssar  Hawkins,  747 ,  Bit. 

■  Mr.  Caesar  Hawkins  on  a  case  of 
disease  of  the,  with  hemorrhage,  747. 
Fever,  scarlet,  Mr.  Sandwith  on  the  theory 
and  treatment  of,  2E. 

low,  Mr.  Brown  on  a  severe  case  of, 

>  nervous,  on  the  internal  use  of  chlo- 

rine in,  2 1 4. 

FeTeTs,  Dr.  Latham  on  the  duration  of,  41ft. 

Finances  of  the  college  of  physicians,  states 
ment  of  the,  fiBfi. 

Fletcher's,  Mr.  sketches  from  the  case-book, 
to  illustrate  the  influence  of  the  mind  oa 
the  body,  reviewed,  39?. 

Fractures,  tbiriy-one,  in  one  and  the  same 
individual,  366. 

■  compound,  the  application  of 
pounded  ice  during  the  first  days  after  the 
accident,  found  by  .Mr.  Mayo  to  be  of  ad- 
vantage, ill. 

•   of  the  jaw,  description,  by  Mr. 

LuD&dale,  of  an  instrument  for  the  treatr 
ment  of,  56  o. 

Foetus,  editorial  article  on  the  communica- 
tion of  the,  with  the  mother,  5  t, 

Force,  medical,  of  Paris,  return  of  the, 

Friction,  Dr.  Heath  on  a  new  methodlfor 
the  application  of,  i6b. 

Fungus  ha^maiodes,  case  of,  of  the  head  of 
the  tibia,  ^11^ 


G. 

Oairdner.Dr.E.  note  from,  respectiug  a  paper 
b^  Professor  Khrenberg  ou  iho  iufuso* 
na.BfiZ. 

Call-bladder,  Dr.  EUiotson  on  diseases  of 

the,  402. 

Gangrene  of  ihe  lungs.  Dr.  Crane  on  a  case 
of,  successfully  treated,  321^ 

Ga^tritift,  acute,  Dr.  Elliotsoc  on,  iih; 
chronic,  yjO. 

George,  Mr.  account  by,  of  a  singular  reco- 
very from  acute  rheumatism,  12, 

— — — —  on  the  injurious  effects  of  mer- 
cury in  certain  forms  of  discuse,  569. 

  on  the  use  of  calamine  in  con- 
fluent small  poi,  671. 

Glanders,  Dr.  EUiotson  on  the  occurrence 
of,  in  the  human  subject,  2iL 

Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary  reports,  046. 

Glaitguensis,  observations  by,  on  medical 
reform, 


Glossitis,  idiopathic,  case  of,  .'>7t. 

Goitre,  M.  Dupuytren  on  the  treatment  of, 

by  setons,  719. 
Gout,  Dr.  EUiotson  on,  8g  l.  n49. 
Gower'Streel  hospital,  notice  respecting  the, 

 — —  school,  notice  of  Mr.  Tooke's 

motion  for  a  charter  for  the,  iSiL 

Gordon,  Mr.  description  by,  of  hay  fever, 
1^ 

Graduates,  Edinburgh,  defence  of,  as  candi- 
dates for  general  practice,  61^. 

•  editorial  notice  re- 
specting, 8£> 

Griife,  of  Berlin,  notice  of  the  arrival  of,  in 
London,  Z5±m 

Grantham,  Mr.  on  a  new  form  of  splints  for 
the  arm  and  fore-arm,  521^ 

 on  a  new  form  of  splinta  for 

the  extremities,  6Q£. 

■  description  by,  of  an  appara- 

tus for  fractures  below  the  knee,  ZalL 

Grant,  Dr.  on  the  circulatory  system,  espe- 
cially of  the  lower  animals,  479. 

Granville's,  Dr.  graphic  illustrations  of  abor- 
tion, and  the  diseases  of  menstruation,  re- 
viewed, gj9. 

Grcnouillettc,  or  ranula,  M.  Dupnytren  on, 
with  an  account  of  a  new  and  successful 
mode  of  treatment,  1^ ;  case  of  sublin- 
gual lipoma,  simulnting  this  disease,  143. 

Gregory,  Dr.  on  medical  statistics,  suggest- 
ing a  registry  of  the  causes  of  death,  liL 

 the  late  Dr.  notes  of  lectures  by, 

on  dyspepsia,  hypochondriasis,  and  chlo- 
rosis, 732.  7:>9. 

Greenhow,  Mr.  on  the  treatment  of  hooping- 
cough,  SfiiL 

Gunner,  the,  with  the  silver  mask,  being  an 
extraordinary  case  of  extensive  destruc- 
tion of  the  lower  jaw  by  a  shell,  with  an 
account  of  the  recovery  of  the  patient,  and 
a  description  of  an  ingenious  contrivances 
for  remedying  the  loss  of  parts,  ZQ^ 


IT. 

Habits,  physical,  and  employment,  Dr. 
Black  on  the  influence  of,  on  the  size  of 
different  classes  of  men,  14.^. 
Ha*inorrhage  from  the  air-passages.  Dr.  EU 

liotson  on,  133  ;  from  the  air-cells,  l3iL 
■  source  of,  from  ulcers  of  the 

posterior  fauces,  510. 
Hsematemesia,  Dr.  EUiotson  on, 
Hematuria,  Dr.  EUiotson  on,  Z2]L 
Hall,  Di.  Marshall,  on  oesophageal  vomit- 
ing. IStL 

jnilford.  Sir  Henry,  on  the  deaths  of  some 
illustrious  persons  of  antiquity,  30 1 . 

HannaVf  Dr.  on  an  extruordiuary  dilatation 
(with  hypertrophy     of  the  thoracic  por- 


888 


INDEX. 


tion  of  the  oesophagus,  causiug  dysphagia. 

Hardy,  Mr.  on  congenital  transposition  of 

the  viscera,  2SL 
Harveian  oration,  no* ice  of,  MSL 
Hastings,  Dr.  on  poisoning  by  cantharides, 

4:U. 

Hawkins,  Mr.  Cwsar,  case  related  by,  illus- 

tretive  of  the  quantity  of  fluid  secreted  in 

ovarian  dropsy,  4^ 
.  — clinical  remarks  by, 

on  a  rare  form  of  disease  of  the  knee- 

ioint,  6h2^ 

■  -  clinical  remnrks  by, 
on  necrosis  of  the  femur — ha:morrhage — 
erysipelas — abscess  in  the  knee-joint- 
amputation,  747.  an. 

 clinical  remarks  by,  on 

amputation,  QUL. 

Hay  fever.  Dr.  Elliotson  on,  164. 

 Mr.   Gordon's    description  of, 

164 ;  another  description  of,  105 ;  Dr. 
Bulman'H  cases  of,  ib.  j  Mr.  Poyser's 
cases,  lt>6. 

Heath,  Dr.  on  a  new  mode  of  applying  fric- 
tion, 46.1. 

Heart,  Dr.  Elliotson  on  disease  of  the  lining 
membrane  of  the,  3M ;  of  the  valves,  ; 
auscultatory  signs,  369 ;  sounds,  371 ; 
disc  uses  of  its  substance,  21h  ;  carditis, 
ib. ;  hypertrophy,  ib. ;  dilatation,  377, 
40 1  ;  aneurism,  405  j  induration  nnd  sof- 
tening, 406  ;  abscesses  and  ulceration,  ib.  j 
rupture,  41)7;  of  the  valves,  ib. ;  gan- 
grene, ib. ;  ossification,  ib. ;  of  the  coro- 
nary arteries,  4flli ;  angina  pectoris,  ib. ; 
other  structural  disea&t  s,  109  ;  cautions  as 
to  diagnosis,  ib.  ;  aneurism  of  the  aorta, 
lliL 

Hearing,  Mr.  Tod  on  the  anatomy  and  phy- 
siology of  the  organ  of,  reviewed,  150. 

■  Dr.  Caswall  on  the  physiology  of 

the  organ  of,  reviewed,  615. 

Head  and  face,  case  of  erysipelas  of  the,  with 
ulceration  of  the  bladder,  and  effusion  of 
urine  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  816. 

Hecker's  Johannis  Caii  iiiitauni,  &c.  re- 
viewed, Slih^ 

Hepatitis,  Dr.  Elliotson  on,  181. 

Hcrmapbrodism,  account  by  M.  Bouillaud 
of  a  new  and  singular  variety  of,  ^ 

Hernia,  thoracic,  Mr.  Morgan  on  a  case  of, 
<i73. 

Hetiiog.  Mr.  on  osteo-sarcoma  of  the  jaw, 
434. 

Hiidenbrand's,  M.  description  of  his  ano* 
dyne  metnllic  or  galvanic  brush,  for  the 
cure  of  neuralgic  affections,  124. 

Hingeston,  Mr.  on  the  late  influenza, 

Hip,  Mr.  Bloxam  on  a  case  of  dislocation  of 
the,  with  fracture  of  the  thigh,  7Q2. 

Hobson,  Dr.  on  the  employment  of  croton 
oil  n.s  an  irritant,  497. 

Iloilson,  3Ir.  on  a  case  of  lithotomy,  in 
which  he  cxiructcd  a  large  calculus,  3U?. 


Hooping-cough,  Dr.  Elliotson  on,  liil. 

  Mr.  Chevalier  on  the  effects 

of  vaccination  in,  321. 
 Mr.  Greenhow  on  the  treat- 
ment of,  3fi^ 
Hudson,  i^Ir.  on  a  case  of  fracture  of  the 

jaw,  674. 
Huftlaud,  honours  to,  6i4, 
Hughson,  Mr.  on  the  nature  of  the  venous 
openin[;s  in  the  uterus,  and  on  the  priority 
of  tbeii  discovery,  Ll^ 
 on  the  apertures  in  the  ute- 
rine veins,  202. 
Humeru*;,  cJinicnl  observations  by  M.  Du- 

puytren  oa  luxations  of  the,  9iL 
•  case  of  dislocation  of  the,  b«ck- 

vtards,  on  the  dorsum  of  the  scapula, 
Humpage,  Mr.  on  a  case  of  rupture  of  the 

aorta  into  the  pericardium,  h^l^ 
Huzard,  M.  repori  by,  on  the  exposing  for 
sale  the  flesh  of  animals  which  have  died 
of  various  diseases,  71Q. 
Hydrophobia,  Dr.  Travers  Cox  on  a  case  of, 
035. 

Hydro-pneomato-thorax,  Dr.  Elliotson  od» 

.306. 

Hydrocephalus,  Dr.  Traill  on  a  case  of,  ifciL 
Hydrocele,  and  its  principal  varieties,  clini- 
cal observations  on,  by  M.  Dupuytren, 
6a2, 

—  — Messrs.  Brett  and  Bird's  ana- 

lysis of  the  fluid  of  a,  764. 
Hypertrophy  of  the  heart,  Dr.  Elliotson  on, 
37.5.  iLL 

 congenital,  of  the  liver,  case 

of,  mL 


L 

Hiac,  external,  M.  Dupuytren  on  ligature  of 
the,  826. 
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Infirmaries  (Ireland)  bill,  abstract  of  the, 

Influenzo,  Dr.  Elliotson  on,  6^ 

■    ■  epidemic,  notices  respecting  the, 
62,  124.  IhiL 

  the  late,  Mr.  Hingeston  on,  1 PB. 

-  Dr.  Rawlins  on,  ant^  ou  bulphato 

of  quinine  as  a  remedy  for,  252^ 

Infusoria,  account  of  Dr.  Ehrenberg's  disco- 
veries relative  to  the  structure  aud  func- 
tions of  thr,  <iOt. 

Inquest  at  Colchester,  editor's  opinion  of  the 
conduct  of  the  parties  engaged  in  the,  507. 

Insane,  Mr.  Liddell's  ubscrvatiouii  on  the 
illusions  of  the,  reviewed,  618. 

Intoxication,  excessive,  cases  of.  804. 

Irish  grand  jury  bill,  notice  of  the  postpone- 
ment of  the, 

Iron,  carbonate  of,  Mr.  Dehane  on  a  case  of 
traumatic  tetanus  successfully  treated  by, 
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Ischuria,  Dr.  Elliotson  on,  72.5. 

Jacksonian  prizes  for  the  yeai  1834,  the  sub- 
jcctfl  proposed  for,  651. 

Jameson,  Dr.  reply  by,  to  three  questions 
respecting  cholera,  614. 

Jaw,  lower,  report  of  an  operation  perform- 
ed  by  Mr.  Adams,  for  the  excision  of  a 
large  portion  of  the,  169. 

 osteo-sarcomatous  tumor  of  the, 

cured  by  operation,  590. 

■  — •  extraordiaary  case  of  extensive 
destruction  of  the,  by  a  shell,  with  an  ac- 
count of  the  recovery  of  the  patient,  and  a 
description  of  au  ingenious  contrivance  for 
rt'iued)iug  the  loss  of  parts,  ZDo* 

 Mr.  Hetling  ou  osteo  sarcoma  of  the 

 Mr.  Hudaon  on  a  case  of  fracture  of 

the,  674. 

■  fractures  of,  description  by  Mr.  Lons- 
dale of  an  instrument  for  the  treatment 
of,  .56.5. 

Jaundice,  Dr.  Elliotson  on,  4ii6. 

Johnson,  Dr.  Henry,  on  the  consistence  of 

coagulated  blood,  797. 
Joints,  Mr.  Key  on  the  ulcerative  process 

in.  2^ 

Jones,  Mr.  on  the  Derby  self  supporting 
dispensary,  with  remarks  on  the  system, 

'^■5.5. 

Jurisprudence,  medical.  Dr.  I^ock  on  a 
case  of — question  of  time  of  birth,  636. 

■  time  of  birth,  te- 
nancy by  courtesy,  remarks  on,  677. 
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Key,  Mr.  on  the  ulcerative  process  in  joints, 
'267. 

Kidneys,  Dr.  Elliotson  on  functional  dis- 
eases of  the,  72j. 

King,  Dr.  notice  by,  of  the  influence  of 
medical  testimony  on  a  question  of  cri- 
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Knee-joint,  Mr.  Caesar  Hawkins  on  a  rare 
form  of  disease  of  the,  632. 

  ulcera- 
tion of  the  cartilages  of  the,  from  scro- 
fula, lilb  ;  from  erysipelas,  07^ 

Knee,  description  by  Mr.  Grantham  of  an 
apparatus  for  fractures  below  the,  7;]9. 


Labour,  account,  by  Mr,  Grove  Berry,  of  a 
peculiar  presentation  in  a  case  of,  -16. 

■  Mr.  Roberton  on  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  the  classification  of  cases 
of,  72, 

■  difficult,  Mr.  Tycrman  on  a  case  of, 
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ganic  affections  of  the,  6fi. 
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Latham,  Dr.  on  the  duration  of  fevers,  418. 
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neral practitioners,  'ill ;  the  Gower-street 
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ferring medical  degrees  in  Loudon,  504. 
539  ;  self-supporting  dispensaries,  bhl 
universities,  old  and  new — medical  de- 
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Lead  colic.  Dr.  Elliotson  on  the  occurrence 

of  paralysis  after,  551. 
Leeches,  on  the  preservation  of,  by  feeding 

them  with  sugar,  471. 
Leg,  case  of  fracture  of  the,  in  which  callus 
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Leg,  spontaneous  amputatiou  of  the,  ti  18. 
 case  of  compound  fracture  of  the,  com- 
plicated with  aneurism  of  the  posterior 
tibial  artery,  for  which  a  ligature  was  suc- 
cessfully appUei),  859. 
Ley,  Dr.  Hugh,  on  the  structure  of  the 

placenta,  '287. 
LidJcli,  Mr.  on  the  illusions  of  the  insane, 

reviewed,  618. 
Ligature  of  the  arteries,  M.  Dupuytren  on, 
82^.  HS7. 

Limbs,  Mr.  Runiscy  ou  the  motion  of  the. 
anil  increased  lemiHraturo^  after  death 
from  cholera,  8.i6. 
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Link's,  Proft^sRor,  memoir  of  RuJotplii,  586. 

Lipoma,  Bubliugual,  case  of,  simulating 
grenouilletle,  extirpated,  l  i^i. 

Lithiasis,  Dr.  ElliotAon  on,  OIL 

Lithotomy,  Mr.  Hodson  on  a  caao  of,  in 
wUicli  he  extracted  a  large  calculus,  .i87. 

Literature,  polite,  on  the  study  of,  as  con- 
nected with  the  practice  of  medicine, 

Liver,  Mr.  Phillips  on  the  functions  of,  and 
uses  of  the  bile,  4gl. 

■  Dr.  Liliotson  on  diseases  of  lhe,4&l^ 
 case  of  hydatids  of  the — puncture 

followed  by  incision^eyacuatiou  of  a  large 
quantity  of  acephaloeysts — cure,  252. 

■  case  of  coogeuital  hypertrophy  of  the, 

Locock,  Dr.  on  a  case  of  medical  jurispru- 
dence—question of  time  of  birth,  (i^fL 

Lonsdale,  Mr.  description  by,  of  an  instru- 
ment for  treating  fractures  of  the  jaw,  565. 

Loy,  Dr.  on  the  frequency  of  the  occurrence 
of  small  pox  after  vaccination,  iZ± 

Lungs,  Dr.  Elliotson  on  gangrene  of  the,  133. 

■  .         the  symptoms  of  iutlanim;iUou  of  the, 

in  a  boy  of  10^  successfully  combated  by  a 
large  dose  of  tartar  emetic,  1^ 
 inflammation  of  the,  on  the  treat- 
ment of,  by  large  Uottes  of  tartarized  anti- 
mony, 191. 

 Dr.  Crane  on  a  case  of  gangrene  of 

the,  successfully  treated,  221± 
.  M  Duchatelel  on  the  effect  of  dust 

and  other  supposed  irritants  on  the,  710. 
Luxations  of  the  humerus,  clinical  obserra- 

tious  ou,  by  M.  Dupuytren,  9SL 
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Macfarlane,  Dr.  clinical  reports  by,  of  cases 

of  prolapsus  of  the  anus,  cured  by  Mr. 

Hey's  operation, 
 on  morbid  enlargement  of 

the  clitoris  «nd  nymphas,  B79. 
Maclacblan,  Dr.  obserrations  by,  on  diar- 

Th<ca,  42± 

M'Coy,  Mr.  reply  by,  to  three  queries  re- 
garding cholera,  63'?, 

Alnckenzie,  Mr.  on  the  use  of  arsenic  in 
choroiditis,  18. 

■  -  on  cases  of  eye  diseases 
xeroma  conjunctive,  M. 

.  —  — _  account  by,  of  a  case  in 
which  a  living  cysticercus  was  detected  in 
the  inner  chamber  of  the  eye,  111^ 

Main's,  Mr.  illustrations  of  vegetable  phy- 
siology, reviewed,  639. 

Maniacs,  M.  Esquirol  on  illusions  in,  163. 

M arson.  Mr.  on  the  placental  circulation — 
Ca;sarean  operation,  (i3L 

Matrons,  jury  of,  editorial  observations  on 
the  veiiljct  delivered  by,  in  a  recent  case 
tiifd  at  Norwich,  21* 

  the  lute  jury  of,  at  Norwich,  the 


Opinion  formed  by,  found  to  be  incorrect, 

nft5. 

Maxilla,  paper  by,  on  the  injustice  of  impos- 
ing a  tax  on  the  medical  profession,  for 
defraying  the  charges  of  the  anatomy  act, 
112- 

Mayo's,  Mr.  outlines  of  human  physiology, 

reviewed,  153. 
'        Professor,  physiological  observations 

by,  GiL 

■  Mr.  observations  on  injuries  and  dis- 
eases of  the  rectum,  reviewed,  77 g. 

Medicine,  Dr.  Badham  on  the  anticipation 
of  modem  discoveries  in,  in  the  works  of 
ancient  authors, 

— — — —  Birmingham  school  of,  notic«  of 
the  distribution  of  prizes  at  the,  4QiL 

 on  the  study  of  polite  literature  as 

connected  with  the  practice  of, 

•  Professor  Badham  on  the  privi- 
leges, purposes,  and  prospects  of — a  frag- 
ment from  a  valedictory  lecture  to  the 
students  of  the  University  of  Glasgow, 
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•  on  the  value  of  scientific  pursuits 

in  connexion  with  the  study  of,  dikL 

■  practical,  critical  notice  of  Part 
17  of  the  cyclopx'dia  of,  743. 

Medico-Chirurgical  .'^iety,  papers  read  at 
the : — Mr.  Amott  on  a  case  of  crsopha- 
gotoray,  liB. ;  Dr.  Elliotson  on  glanders  in 
the  human  subject,  ib.  j  Mr.  Sand  with  on 
the  theory  and  treatment  of  scarlet  fever, 
ib. ;  Dr.  Lee  on  phlebolites,  ii3 :  Mr.  Key 
on  the  ulcerative  process  in  joints,  267. 

Melanosis,  Dr.  Williams  on  a  case  of,  ^3ik 

Aleicury,  Mr.  George  on  the  injurious  effect* 
of,  in  certain  forms  of  disease,  569. 

Meteorological  journal,  61^  96^  1^8. 
g<4,  272,  304.  336,  36B,  400,  440,  480. 
5lg.  544.  59^  624,  656.  688.  720.  75^. 
784,  816.  848,  B80. 

Middlesex  Hospital :  cases,  with  remarks, 
by  Mr.  Amolt,  94^  126,  219,  366^  478. 
510. 

Middlemore,  Mr.  on  certain  forms  of  dis- 
ease of  the  eye,  occurring  in  individuals 
who  were  suffering  ferer,  or  had  recently 
been  attacked  by  cholera,  492. 

Movements,  respiratory,  questions  by  Phi- 
lalethes  to  Dr.  Philip  on  the  nature  of  the, 
469. 

Montault,  M.  on  a  remarkable  case  of  hy- 

datic  cyst  at  the  base  of  the  brain,  Qih 
Monstrosity,  feline,  Mr.  Atkinson's  case  of, 

 ■  canine,  singular  example  of, 

Montserrat,  Dr.  John  Badham  on  some  of 
the  diseases  usually  treated  in,  il'Mi,  160. 

Mordhimf  or  cholera,  of  Java  and  IMalubar, 
observations  on  the,  535- 

Morgan,  Mr.  on  a  case  of  thoracic  hernia, 
6Z3- 

Morris,  Mr.  on  the  co  existence  of  cow-pox 
and  small -pox,  8J4. 
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Mouse,  singular  c.iso  la  tvliich  one  wns  swal* 
lowed  alive, 

Movements,  muscular,  M.  CboTreul  on  a 
particular  cinsts  of,  831. 

Murray,  Dr.  account  by,  of  a  case  of  teta- 
nus, with  remarks  on  the  division  of 
nerccs  as  a  ineihod  of  cure,  lA. 

 Mr.  manual  of  experiments  illus- 

trative  of  chemical  science,  reviewed, 
fil7. 


N. 

National  vaccine  board,  defence  of  the, 
against  the  late  objections  of  Dr.  Brown, 
of  Mussluburgb,  740. 

Needle  buried  in  n  man's  heart,  7 SO. 

Nephritis,  Dr.  Klliotson  on,  7^1. 

Nerves,  Dr.  Murray  on  the  division  of,  as  a 
method  of  curuig  tctuuus,  lit^ 

Nomenclature,  medical.  Dr.  Aldison,  (iZ^ 


O. 

,  (Esophagotomy,  Mr.  Anaott  on  a  case  of,  2^ 

Oesophagus,  Dr.  Elliotson  on  stricture  of  the, 
■>3  ;  spasmodic  constriction  of  the,  ib, 

•  case  of  stricture  of  the,  with 

scirrhus  of  the  part,  3M< 

•  Dr.  Hannay  on  an  extraordi- 
nary dilatation  (with  hypertrophy?)  of 
the  thoracic  portion  of  the,  causing  dys- 
phagia, 769. 

Oil,  croton,  Dr.  Ilobson  on  the  employment 
of,  as  a  counter-irritant,  497. 

Ophthalmia,  catarrho- rheumatic,  cases  of, 
with  remarks  by  Mr.  Amott,  QAm^ 

 gonorrhocal.  Baron  Dupuytren 

on,iiliL 

Opium,  constituents  of,  400. 

Orfila,  M.  on  the  detection  of  poison  in 
bread,  257. 

Organs,  digestive,  Dr.  Elliotson  on  disorders 
of  the,  630t  fi4Q. 

Os  incas,  Mr.  Jones  on  the  structure  of  the, 
12-L 

Os  hyoides,  case  of  fracture  of  the,  cured, 
Osteo-sarcoma  of  the  jaw,  Mr.  Hetling  on. 
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Paletti,  M.  biographical  sketch  of,  fi&l. 
Pals^,  facial,  and  nnia^sthesia.  Dr.  Watson's 

clinical  lecture  on,  bj8. 
Pancreas,  Dr.  Elliotson  on  diseases  of  the, 

4.>(». 

Paris  hospital  reports,  1^6.  75^, 
Paralysis,  Dr.  Kllioisun  oa  the  occurrence 
of,  after  lead  coUc,  bUm 


Parturition,  Mr.  Allen  on  the  use  of  the 

bantlago  in,  LllL 
•  Dr.  Waller  on  the  use  of  the 

bandage  in,  201^ 
Parotitis,  Dr.  Elliotson  on,  6j  symptoms 

and  treatment  of,  ib. 
Pericardilis,  chronic.  Dr.  Elliotson  on,  .T^7. 
Periostitis,  case  of,  over  the  trochanter, 

with  suppurating  nodes  on  the  head,  ltf7. 
Peripneumonia,  Dr.  Elliotson  on,  1?9. 
 clinical  remarks  by  M. 

Bouillaud  on  an  intense  case  of,  542. 
Peritonitis,  acute,  Dr.  Elliotson  on,  449  ; 

cLruuic,  451. 
Pericarditis,  acute,  Dr.  Elliotson  on,  HiO. 
Pericardium,  Mr.  Humpnge  on  a  case  of 

nipture  of  the  aorta  into  the,  531. 
Pharyngitis,  Dr.  Klliotson  on.  37. 
Philip,  Dr.  A.  P.  W.  on  the  nature  of  sleep, 

Phillips,  Mr.  on  vascular  tumors, 

•    on  the  secretion  and  uses  of  the 

bile,  12. 

■  —  -  on  the  functions  of  the  Uvor, 
and  uses  of  the  bile,  ilLL 

■    the  Jacksonian  prize  awaided 

to,  for  the  best  essay  on  the  mode  of 
union  in  simple  and  compound  fractures, 
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— —  — —  on  the  preparation  of  hydrocy- 
anic acid,  801. 

Philalethes,  (questions  by,  to  Dr.  Philip,  on 
the  nature  of  the  respiratory  movements, 
469;  answers  to,  by  Criticus,  ■197. 

Phlebolites,  Dr.  Lee's  opinion  of  the  nature 
of,  29^ 

Phrenology,  new  discoveries  in  the  science 
of,  44a. 

Phthisis  pulmonalis,  Dr.  Elliotson  on,  19C, 

Physicians,  London,  memorial  of,  praying 
for  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  medi- 
cal  profesbiou,  3^ 

'   college  of,  plan  for  a  reform  ia 

the,  556. 

  ■  ■  — —  defence  of  the,  542. 

^   petition  of  the  licen- 
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617. 
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Physician,  extracts  from*the  portfolio  of  a, 
practising  in  London — congenital  hyper- 
trophy of  the  liver,  804  ;  Baglivi  on  can- 
tharides,  ib. ;  cases  of  excessive  intoxi. 
cation,  ib. ;  influence  of  manner  upon  a 
physician's  success,  B0.>. 

Physicians,  Edinburgh,  Dr.  Alison  on  the 
claims  of,  387. 

Physician,  influence  of  manner  upon  the  suc- 
cess of  a,  QQh^ 
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 structure  of  the,  account  by  Messrs. 

Stanley  and  Mayo  of  their  examination 
of  the  Ilunterian  preparation  in  the  CoN 
lege  of  Surgeons,  :>.')3. 

—  Dr.  Jiigby  ou  the  structure  of  the, 

and  the  connexion  between  the  foetal  and 
the  maternal  Tessels,  5^7. 

Player,  Mr.  on  a  case  of  purpura  hemor- 
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Pleura  and  lungs,  the  symptoms  of  inflam- 
mation of  the,  in  a  boy  of  15^  success- 
fully combated  by  large  doses  of  tartarized 
antimony,  1A8. 

 tubercular  disease  of  the.  Dr.  Elliot- 
son  on,  3DiL 

Pleuritis,  acute.  Dr.  Elliotson  on,  9.7 A. 

Pneumato>thorax,  Dr.  Elliotson  on,  305. 

Poisoiiiiifj,  suspected,  with  a  mineral  acid, 
MM.  Baruel  and  Oriila  on  a  case  of,  with 
an  account  of  the  method  adopted  by 
these  eminent  chemists  for  examining 
sonic  fluids  in  phials  and  in  the  human 
stomach,  742. 

— — — —  chemical  examination 
of  the  contents  of  the  stomach  in  a  cose 
of,  ML 

Polypi,  uterine,  M.  Dupuytren  on  the  signs 
of  disorganization  in,  1B6 ;  importance  of 
ascertaiuit}";  the  form  of,  1B9  ;  structure 
of,  ib. ;  frequency  of,  at  different  ages, 
IM;  eflects  of  marriage  and  celibacy, 
ib.  i  of  fecundity  and  sterility,  ib. ;  of  the 
state  of  menstruation, 

Polity,  medical,  editoriol  observations  on  the 
attention  of  parliament  to,  744. 

Poyser's,  Mr.  cases  of  hay  fever,  Ififi 

Practitioners,  associated  general,  resolutions 
on  the  subject  of  the  apothecaries'  act, 
passed  at  a  meeting  of,  367. 
.  general,  Mr.  Thomas,  of  Liver- 

pool, on  the  Ic-gul  clairas  of,  574. 

Provost,  M.  on  double  vision,  260. 

Profe^sgion,  medical,  Dr.  England  on  the  ne- 
cetisiiy  of  a  parliamentary  inquiry  into 
the  state  of  the,  ^:2iL 

—  Mr,  VVorburlon's  notice 

of  motion  for  on  inquiry  into  the  present 
state  of  the,  507. 

 editorial  observations  on 

the  attacks  of  the  press  on  the,  67B. 

Prolapsus  of  the  anus,  cases  of,  cured  by  Mr. 
Hey's  operation,  QA&^ 

Prostate,  Dr.  Elliotson  on  disease  of  the, 

on. 

Pupil,  contracted,  case  of,  with  synchesis  of 
right  eye  and  atrophy  of  the  left,  12iL 

Purpura  ha:morrbagica,  Mr.  Player  on  a 
case  of, 

Pursuits,  scientific,  on  the  value  of,  in  con- 
nexion with  the  study  of  medicine, 

Tudtules,  Dr.  Elliotson  on  the  treatment  of, 
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